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Medical Group, dated 20 October 1960)

« tinuous 24 hour support Ior bocch discharge oporations at the Qui ilioa Lil
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; is bafr.t“1 ion had nezsrens o:‘gam-_u:.or. \
changes With the e.ichuont and Jotichumont-of many uniltis L
Detachment (Q4) was Jebasaed from this Pritalien on iy .uiusis ;900 RSvigt AR
tocized to *""LG 1st .:ulc.ulOn Brlg"&e \\‘O 928;5, HQ US:.L#, G uCu. xo ..\a.c_,l.\.)u ?4‘\\/)6
- The 240th Modical Lotachmas, (XF) was sttached to this I- ttadion ‘on 29-0uly -
1966 (GO 35, K@ 351h Medical Group, dated 11 Augudt 168%) ard wds “in oo
attachcd t6 the 18th Svrgical Hospital on 2 October 1966 { GO 49, .L.»_ [
’lhe 50;:1; h\-c Cc..l Dot "‘CI" e owoos oy
‘attached on 21 Septeiber 1966 (G0 38, .0 55th Medical uroun, cated 2 bc*tem-

4
.Lﬂ:‘ iu;-\. A.vn-_vﬂl .

% “her 1906) and furthor dttached to the 18th Surgical Hospitel on 4.4 Ccioper

1966 (GU.4C, HQ 55th Modieal Group, dated 20 October 1§ ¢56)4 438uh

| liedical Dotachment (RB), a bus ambulence detachment; wes atucch: \.Q {o tais

Sattalion on 17 September 1966 (GO 38, HQ 55th Mediead G oun, dated 27 Sep=
torber 1966) and was atiached to the 495th Medical Detachuent {(iC)-for com:md
and administration and with the 51st lMedical Company (4iB) for o7 ':retn.on;.}. ‘

© control. on 15 Scptombar 1966 (GO 43, HQ70th Modical Battc ~io.., coued 15

966) . Tno. 4950n kucierd Dutackmard (AC), @ Suimway heslguirters .

L ‘wag ettachud to this Battolion on 29 Auguet 1955 u.O 38, nG S5k
Kedical Group, dated 21 Septemder .1966) and assum:d adrinistrotive controk
of all .Battalion detachmercs (GO 48, EQ 70%h Mocizal Jattalion, deted 4 do~ -

- vember 1966). OF thuse, the follewing dutachmonts o-o sremating in direct -
-support of the 85th Lvacuation dospital: 48th Neaisal Dotacrusas (6 3) (& “‘g-, .
-deal), 132th Medical Detachnons (X2) (Nouro-Snrgical) 3 .),t.\ wstienl Detagh= .
ront (KB) (Orthopedie), 438th kodical Dotachment \:u:) {3us Lzz
tho 463rd Modical Detachmoent (iH) (x-anyg The two rumaining dotachoents,
142nd and 152nd Modical Detechments (Vi) (Dispensary) are opon ir.g in suzport
of unite in Plu Tai and USI»G. Qui dhon, rcapoctiwl,/. ’

uisaces) and |

The miesions aseigned to tho Battalion and its a.ehod units curis;
‘tho reoport poried coi.uiiue as before and inelude rre m.ir.g oree ‘..ada.ca.
support, augneniation ¢. oticr medical units end diroct supgort of tacileal
operations. Tho Battalion Headgquarters,lecsatod in iag &}w..i, Victanm, covea

(7) milos woet of Qui Mhomprovides commnnd, control end suministracica of
attachud uni..a. :

; The 51at ihodieul Comrany (AMB) Mz Phu Thanh cor.t.t.n::aa to porovid: Ll
Jance support throughout the northern half of the Il Corps ares end vwiw 2
Corps arca on special rcicsions. One amulance has bcea Surzishon Jor cone

Beach. This unit hns also bren callcd muwmrous timss to suppert L0003 Ciw
.,a.r‘mta.on at both the "ILT# md YRed" Beachos in (ui llhon end exmbairzeilen e
= parsonncl at the Lui ihen .ivfiedd, inoluding tio e.:r:.v*’ of o A%

Infantey Diviadon fros Ft. Lewis, bcsbington. The 51t Couge (m)
: ..rgarto the 2nd &nrzical Haspa.tal at in Kho with five mbwes. Che 18th
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Ending 3. uc...oacr 1966 (RCS CS“OR—éS) o

-Surg:.cal ho.»pltal at Pleim w:.th five gmbulancva and for. t. ” BSJA .Luvacuauzon

Hospitel and 67th Evacuation Hospitel at QL.:. uO"'l, with ambulances as required.

. Threé atdulances are stationed at the Qui iinc . Air Field 2. hours daily to
7 meet any incoming air evacuztion flights and. ;Jruvz.de airerass coash ....Lndby.
One ambulonce each is pZ‘OVlOu..d for emsrgency covirage to the 85th ard Jreh dvae=

uation fuspitals at Qui ll.on,-and ‘the 542nd Medical Ceipany: (CIR) ot Phu Thanhe -

" Convey support. is prov.aded iron Qui ithon to Fleiku and back with &t leash
o ow-ohe ambvianhce caily.-end oft.en s meny as %hres cr four for wrbmnag. s.on-
~ voys. Oa 29 October 1966, ons smbulance was sent to sy 5200k Co. B, 2

Bngineer Baltalion located 20 riles southvast of Pidik., for an mdef:.mte
period. The 51st Nedical Company (Ai3) transported a total of 3,387 patients.
during this quurter including ambulance e'vacuat-on..- at Qu uaon, ey Lne,
Plexku and tacuzcal operc.tzons ..Apport.

. The 5'2nd Modical Comp:‘y (CLR) with its ist Pl:«.:oen and heacguartcrs

. ¢t Phu-Tha.., has coniinued to operate 80 beds for convalescent end ma.u.. i3

vatients t‘a:xs*.erreu from the 85th Bvacuation Hospitai. When vhe 67-h Tvace
uation Rosp:.tal became operational in Qui Nhon on & Octcher 1988, tue S42:d-

dedical Company (GIR) 2ssumed the responsibility for providing feo over flow

ceavalessent and mmlaria ,.,.w.um. fooi that unit. - The 2na *‘...uw.“ G wad

‘542nd Medical Company (CIR) has Leen in direct suppo-t of the 1€uh Surzical
~“Hospital st Pleiiu and is ‘prescntly oparating an 80 bud holding laciiiuvy.
 This platoon.is now operating in a new triple quonscht w.ich was rocenily
- completed. The 3rd Platcon sorves a eimiliar role for tas 2ud Surgicel
Hespital at 4n Kho. Durire the peried, 5,792 US Milit:ry merconncl and

387 Vietnamase civilians were treated at tis lst Platoon ais;:ansa.:y in 2a
Thanh. The 542:d Modical Compeny (CIR) has elso estatilshed & prov.s...ar.u
dispensary at tho 618th Maintunance Uompany (M) on 28 October 1966. uith

- the developmaont of & large industrial and hoavy equipnen’ maintenance aici

on Route 19 (13 rilsa wost of Qui Nhon) & need for close medical support a8
observed and the support previdid. Shis provisionsl uvilt will sopa ba Do

\, placed by sn incoming disponcacy.

The 14234 licdical Dotueltnent () mmcx at i Tod (Va..m BGHY, wlen
Captain Joka W Lsating, K3, 05712700, has undertilian cd.itionsd :ect..s
and prograns while adeo porforuing da primary micsion of madi:al covorage

© te US militery units dn that avea. He has initdatid & vonaral discaso lsce

ture progrem amonz area units and scheduled talks w.la all mpportad wadie,
Fourteen (34) lecturcs hsvc alroady been given, Ths lestures are Jov t&d
purpose ¢f acquairding US military porsonnel of tho tharacteristico .....a k
inhorent hnzus of vonersal diseasvs. The unit alce works to Lunisove .0
health and to .ultivate tic friend of the loctl Vistrazmose 1..1 &% Aciive
Civil Affairs Frogram. bick call is st the Doag Tiea Catholile Scheod
and at the ulpomry Z2or tho Vielnamese children in attendsnce thers. .
tion progron was conductod at the Catholis sehool. %wo huzdred end

eighty (280) ehildrca were innoculsted against sxs 'Awundphzuomwzy

Auguat, On 43 Septembar, five hundred and forty (540) Tetenus-Dipthoria
tmocuht“mm uw&m tochzumandtoam» pareauvho
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SUBJECT: Oporational Report .- Lessons learned for Guarterly Pericd S
© . Ending 31 October 1966 (RCS CSFOR-65) = = ° . |

* accompanied them.- Luring the repo‘rf pericd 7,437 US military -persomnel and ‘

L96 Vietnamose and Korcans scrving in Vietnam were treated by the 142nd -
‘iedical Detachment (li). This unit has also undertaken a Christmas project

.0 support area schools and orphenages end needy children with items of
- clothing, shoes, school supplies, bedding, ctc,. The progrem is being -
~ sponsored by the Active 20-30 Club in Sacremento, California, ggd has ceen

enlarged to a city wide project with radio, T.V., and newspeger Coverage.

0n 22 and 23 hugust 1966, portions of the village of Fhu Thann were stricken

by fire. This unit aided in assistance by sending a team of men who helped -

. 4n combating tho fire and evacuating endangered civilians. Burned civilians

received tredtment at the dispensary. & Tine Testing progrom for tuignenlosis
auong Vietnamese workers with supported units was introc: . d. During the
report period two hundred and eighty (280) persomnel (house giris, laborcrs,
kitchen help, etc.) were tested., Of these five (5) were diagnosed as aciive
pulmonary tuberculosis and were admitted to the Qui Khon Prevince Hespital
for troetment. o ‘ ’ R

The 152nd Modicel Uutachmont (MA), Captain Georgs L. Homning, i) Ci-
216498, Commanding, which sexves: the Qui Nhon Support Comnand and is located
in the Qui ihon Support Cozmand compound is also conducting an active Civi
iffairs Program in addition to serving its military porulatisn.  Thi detnehe o

 ment treated 7,202 US porcciel, 409 Vietnamese and 372 Korcans a3 the dise
' pensary. iIn addition, sick call was held on a once o weel basis &t two (2)
-Qui Nhon orphanages. Eight hundred and forty-five (8.,) orphans were seen

ard treated.

Tho 138th Modical Detachmont (RB)(Bus Ambulanco) errived in ”.i Rhoz
on 16 Soptember 1956. Thoir three A passenger LiBULINSG butss Wure roceived
on 2, Soptember 1966 &g after two weoks maintenance o of tihei bocame Opire
ationsl on & October 1508, Yince then they have transperted E74 patients
from bota the 85th and the 67th Evacuation Hospitels tu the Qui Mhon iir Fleld
for evocustion and from the .irfield to those units. :

During this repert poricd one of the battalion units hod its £ivst Ane
raal Geroral Inspectica wiwle in Vietnam, On 31 October 1586 on ACT Toaz
from 1st _ogisticol Comzaxd conducted an inspectiocn of the Sist hedicad Com-
pony (AMB). The team awarded a rating of satisfactorr. Courtesy incpscilons
had been given the Sist prior to the IG by both the staff of the 70ta Nedieal
Battalion crd the 55th Medical Group. ‘ ) '

: During the reporting poriod mumrous toctical operations wure concucted
in the Corps Tastical Zone II, Northi severcl of which were supported by ele=
gents of tho 70th Medicol Battalion. Operstion Yhaysr, conductad by tha 1st
Cavalry Division, was oponed on 13 Soptember 966 aprroxiratdly, 25 udles :
north of Qui Nhon nesr Phu Cat on Route 19, Tho 51st Nadical Cempiry (a3)

was called upon to supplemort heligoptrr ambulanes svacustlon suppers fren
the forward support sroa (FSL) to Qui liuoa. This is concidered a most sog-

pdficant undertaldag for it resreenats the first plernol overlard evacuation

-,
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| AVCA-IBGB-EAC S 7 Kovertar 1966 - -
. SUBJECT: Operationsl Report - Lesscns Learned-for Quarterly Period : ;

- Ending 31 -October 1966 (RCS CSFOR-65) '

" of bettle casudlties in the Vietnamese action. - By 31 October 1986, 369 .
patients hid been evecuated utilizing 70 ambulancées. Due o poer relio

. comiunications from the FSi to the 55th Medical Group in Qui Khon the 7Cth
.<dical Battalion wzs called upon to set up a radio gommmndcaticns relay
for medieal helicopter evacuation ("Dust-Of{"). Normally the ¢alls were

- rolayed through the 3 Communications Center in the Phu Them evzzsund bub

" on two oceasions stations hud to be set up on a hill (the Tour Qlirgent) -

" at the junction o Roate 1 and Route 19 six (6) miles north of Pau Thanh. . |

During the reportinz piried 133 "Dust-Off" requests were relayed rooviding -
helicopter evacusticn Jor 396 patients. On 13 Qctobor 1955 ons ambulance

" with driver and aidman from the 5ist departed Qui Nhon aboard an IST to

g2 to Da Nang to support Operation"North Carclinal Earlier on 10 Qctober
1966, four air attend.ats from the 542nd were also sent to De Neng et the
close of Operation®Hawihorne! Uae aiduan was alse supplied by the 5i2nd
Medical Company for "Task Force Baron". He went by “Dust-Off" to Dok To
on 2 hAugust 1966 and returned on 5 September 1966. The personnel that had
* been supporting Operction “Hawthorne" were returned to the Battalion.. ‘

There were numercus key persornel changes 'di;ri:ig the three month peri,dd;
First lLieutenant silon F. Croclke, MSC, 0541318, joined the Battalion Siaif cs

- 8k Officer on 19 Cctorer 1965 succeeding Captain Jorry 3. Colemui; 1SS, 0T2300. '

- Captain Thomas B Braduock; 15G, 089185, joined the Stoff as Adjutant and - - -
" Headquarters Detsc. .ont Commrder on 23 Septombor 1966 and succecded First
Licutenant George M. Viaisavljevieh, }SC, 05532804. The 542nd Nodical Company -
(CiR) has had three commaiding officers during the report peried. The unit
lost Captain Byroa X. Lincs, MSC, 05310907, on 6 hugust 1965, He was re=
placed by First Lisutenant Robert L. Willlams, MSC, 05324290 who wes in turn
replaced by Captain Roy E. Spancer, I, 0541341, on 15 August 1966. SSG
Horbert #. Wright, RA 13289114, was the senior individual in the i42nd Mede
ical Detachrent GI.) Jrom 20 July 1988 to 15 August 1966 until the arrival
of Captain iurrey . Corbin, DC, 05540972, Car*ain Corbin was succesdad by
Captain Joha N. Xsating, k2, 05712700, on 23 hugust 1366, o

. The imnrovenent of living conditions for battalien parsenncl continues,
York is woll undurwsy on the chird two-story wwoden tropical building. Come
pletion of the iirci tio tuildings has cllcwed porsonnsl of the 51t Madical
Company (AMB) and the 1st Platoon, 542nd Medical Compary (CIR) to move oub
of tents. Construction ol an officurs' club coxmmsnced during the Iirst week
of October and it is anticipated that tra completion will talks betwaen throe
~ and four months, The 152nd lodical Detachzant (Ki) has completed the framo=
werk for theis disponsary tert and has completed plans for ccastruction of

s prefebricated perzcnent dlspensary with ma 18 and zmanpower 16 ba Jurpe
dshod by units o dicpenssry supports. S - L

- Seven Battalion man ware singled out for awards for outstarding anc

zardtorious servico during thoir year in Vietnam, Coptain Jorry 8. Colozen,
NSC, 092300, SA Of{iser for the 70%h ledicr). Battalion was awarded the dren:.
8%ar. 4180 chosen for this :imrd wure 1 8yt Forvoct L. Nellen, PA 38179860

~
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'SUBJEMTS Operaticnal | . ,awt. . Lossons' I.earrad Lor Qu..:te*.g Pc“'a.od DR
‘ . Enting 31 Ocaoaer 1986, (RCS CSFOR-65) , o S

© of the 542ad Mecical Cozpary (CIR). and SFC Kemeth 3. Mave) 511, R 1930-
6573, Battalion Mess Surgeant, The Battalion's Personnel ‘Officer, First

. lieutcnant Thomas F. Kirby, 05321368, the idjutant, First Licutcnant Georgoe S

Mo Vlaxsavljevich, 05532802,, Supply Sergeant MSG Joseph L.l Lustacc.ﬁo, ST

~RA 15291935, and 1 Sgb hrturo Fernandez, R 1831.51.31. of ths 5isl Nacieal -
1Comp£.ny (lJB). ' )

A © The clésa pro*;.muuy of u‘\e 22nd D:vaszon (I.RVN) Firing P.‘.ngeva.dja.cent ‘

“to. tha ‘Battvalion Coumpound continued to be & sourse of constint cenger to
pereonnel working in tie crea. at the close of the ‘report ‘,uriou, however,
work had begun on the consiruction of an earthen berrier. ple mn tima ' ¥
is est:.mated at two weekss . T

During the montih: of -u."ﬂl-rt md Sep’c.embe* the temperature rangad fra..x -
105° during %.ic day to &40 ¢t uight., Intermittent rain commenced in late .
Scptenber ond continued i “‘o.z';h QOctober. The 'eemperatu:cs dum.ng tiis per:.od“
were- from’ h:.ams of abouy 37 o lws of T0°. ’

""Oa\FDn.NT% "
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Cernnt riadicnl B ]

Csamr Perserncl of tho 7003 ledical Battalicn are not entitled to receive

embors of tals buivalien, in pariicular, sersconel of the 595t
A 4 -

sany (iel) znd 542~ Medicnl Company (CIR) have oa numlious oc-

in dirlev sunsort of comonit ope tio*me These mca have been

C
1 4
o

sLojueted o the cane eonditions and c“.ngw“ i'o* ne oLTS
waly sorsoancl assihncc‘ Lo tac divisional medical ‘elemenis
wle foo ':,nc Combat Medical BuCge. The crite

(

»% an Zacivicual uli oe assigned or attached to tiie unit that is supporoing
the cozbae opcra .ion. .cr.,ozmt.l of this Battalion aave been subjected to hos-
le activitics {o .~clude mines and morter atiacks, yob nonc have roceived
ne C:-‘;:. eedlecs to sy ’;.m.s an imgortant morcle f‘..cvor and is considured

a incquity to the personnel involved.

C-zexmvrations: Tire CM3 should bo awarded to mcdical services perscnnel, who
would ctnerwisa zeet Lae criteric, actively engaged oOre P
ops.“at.uo‘..

Bus ambulances

>

cm: Trree non-siondard ous ambulances were shipped from COUTUS TO this
alion in a staite of disrepair with no cource for repul

Di--ussisn:  The L38uh Medleal Detachment (R3) arrived in RV on 16 Sczlerier
19560, Their cg nu, reccived on 24 beptember 1955, iacludew three, L4
passencer U (1533 bubcr:'.o“ Cozch)e All buces zzd 30 %o 5J
thowsand mil ulcless floor boards wers rotibin &wiy. snobler
vehiele's win bl liv.:::, were broicn, wae criverts scat was PR RZ2
el L M

W012. w0 driveris manwals, maintencase pablications,
O7i tovls vr s L2095 were reccived with the buses., Tac unit had not sesn
‘e buses “:r or to %heir desarbure frem CONUS thus affording thom no onporitwaidty
to correct 4.liciencies or sitock orare poarts.  After wio weaks of extensive
maintenance and gointing i the Butialion mobor pool, two ol thc buses bocaxe

oy

operenionzal on & October 1386,

Cones Zntions wo this rrodblion are chocrvel.

a b ro ATy eculpmens should Te iseucd £

vanunls, evc., will oo readily cveilable initielly and regdl

supply channels. Seeccrndly, units szowlid nuve _-‘l_.:.'l. of their ¢

posscssion in &mpla time prior to departurc Irom CCIUS to allew i .
cguately prepare iu for overseas movenmunt.

L. e Fala Lt
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CONFIDENTIAL

.NCL-M3~GB-B (6 Novaember 1966) 1st Ind
SUBJICT: Operational Report - Lesaons Learnad for uarterly Period
Zndinz 31 October 1966 (RCS CSFOR-£5)

He:isuarters, 55th M «ical Group, APO 96238, 10 November 1966

TdRU: Comrmanding Cfficer, 44th Medical Rrignde, ATTN: Historian,
N0 96307

Commandins ceneral, 1st Lozistical Command, ATTN: AVCA GO-H,
AlC 06‘ﬂ7

Commanding General, United States Army, Vietnam, ATTN: AVC=-DH,
A0 96307

Comrander-in-Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: CPOP-i'H,
AIQ 96858

TC: ascistant Chief of Staff for Fbrce Development,
Uzoartment of the irmy, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headzuarters concures in the observations contained in the basic
report submitted by the Commanding Officer, 70th Medical Battalion. BRased
on the Chservations (Lessons Learned) contained in Section II, Part 1, of
this rerocrt, the following recomrendations are submitted:

a. It is recomrended that nondivisional medical troops placed in
direct sup ort of combat operations who are subjected to the same hostile
fire as division medical versonrel be authorized favorable consideration
rfor the award of the Combat nedical Badge currently being authorized division
level redical tron.s in Viet Nam in accordance with paragraph 97, AR 672-5~1.

b. It is recomnended that all equipment shipped to Viet Nam be properly
inspected for serviceability and that where possible shioped only after
euuigment has been inspected by members of the using unit who hzave been
thorouchiy trained in its operation.
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LADLUASTLRS, 1st Iosistical Command, ..FO 90307

. . “ve s, LETX ) .. Xl
TO: Deputy Coirarding General, U3 Army Vieinam, AT7:  AVIGL-UY, ~ll 62307

1.“) h° Onerational iensort - Lessons Teernsd submitted by iho ?C el
tedicel Zottalion for the guarter endinz 31 October 1665 1s lorwirded
heruwlth.

2. *efcrence Section TI Part I, pags 7, item entorad for Comdit
Mo dlc-* Sadze: ‘Headquarters USATV has recuested D.. to revise the eliglbiiily

eriteria for tris award,
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A‘iﬁ';l’ftlit';'“% mu'm:) STATIS ARY VIETNAY, APO San Frcncicco  §5307
- 19 DECIsay .

T0: Cezmondor in Caief, United States Amzy, Yacific, 2100 (PC2-(T

/ A0 95558
i 1‘. Tni headcu c.rto 5 has rovieucd the Opera-‘crio:ial LSPorL=LesSons
Learned Tor “.c period ending 31 October 1966 from .ecdczariers, TOik
¥edical ..;..t;_Lc.:. as indorsed,
2, Refercnce Sceticn IX, Part I, Bus Ambulances (Chservoiion)s

Thls hezdouerters initiated action to inform the 70in ledical Zutbtalion
: of puus sourco for commercial design vehicles,
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