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i. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation 1in accordance
with paragraph 4b, AR 525-15. Information of actions initiated as a
result of subject report should be forwarded to ACSFOR OT UT within 90

days of receipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate
>~ benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and
may be adapted for use in developing training material.
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 5TH BATTALION 27TH ARTILLERY
APO San Francisco 96321

AVFA=ATS=C : 30 &pril 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons lrava:d .5th Battalion, 27th
irtillery, Period Ending 30 hpril 1970, KCS-CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. (C) Operations: Significant hctivities
a. Generals

(1) The battalion's mission during the period was general support
of United States, Republic of Vietman hrmed Forces and Free World Military
4irmed Forces in the Tasgk Forc. South arca of operations. The battalion
wis uttached to I Ficld Forcw Provisional artillery Group for the entir.
rcporting period. '

(2). This heuwdquerters meintuins lisison elements with Ninh Thuan
and Binh Thuan Provinccs, 2nd Squadron 1st Cavalry and the 44th ARVN
Infantry Regimcnt at Song Moo und the 1st Battalion (Mech), 50th Infontry
1t Phan Thict. TA4C CP's arc muintained in Phan Rang and Phan Thict for
cormand and control of threce assigned battcries, Battery 4, 4th Battalion
60th artillery (4-M42, 2-M55), 8th Batt:lion, 26th Artillery (2-23" S/L,
1=30" S/L). The TAC CP at Phan Thict elso provides fire suppart coordin-
ntion for southorn Binh Thuan Province to include 4RVE Artillcry.

be. Opcrations:

(1) The mission of Task Forcc Soutin remains unchangeds Its
farees are compriscd of the 2nd Squadron, 1:t Cavalry; 1st Battalion
{(Mceh), 50th Infantry and Company C, 75th Infentry (Ranger) in coordin-
. tion with the 23rd ,RVN Division (Light) which is compriscd of the 44th
d 53rd ARVN Infantry Regiments. Durin: the reporting period this '
t-tizlion supported combzt operations which irvolwed 11 tactical artillery
rwves, 4 of which werc by air. There arc 63 kegional Force companics
-nl 127 Populer Ferce platoons within our ~rer of operations. On 1
February this bettulion lost control of bButtery C, 5th Battalion, 22nd
irtillery to its parcnt unit and Bettery B, 3rd Battalion, 6th Artillcry
(8r) departed en 19 February 1970 for further deactiv-tion by its
rerent unit. 4t the closc of the reporting period, firing elemunts

FoR oT uvr
- DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
702009 DECLA TER 12 YEARS.
Inclosure 1 DOD DIR 5200.10
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SUBJECT: Operatiovnal Report - Lessons Learned -

controlled by this unit worc located as followss:

L/5/27 LN 786067
B/5/27(-)  (5=How) AN 81762
B/5/27 (1=How) AN 849242

C/5/27(=)  (4mHow) BN 522483
c/5/27(FLT) (2-How) BN 268458
(2) Total missions fired by type:

Confirmed 172
Lequired | 2,270
Counterbattery 98
Preperation 55
Interdiction 143
Speeial Purpose 609
Others 19

Totel liissions Fired 3,366
Tot2l Hounds Fired 24,200

Rcaults
KIA (BC) 15 Bunkers Demnged 2
KIA (EST) 2 Scecondary Explesions 2
Bunkers Destroyed 4 Captured 1(AK47)

Aireraft Utilization
U1 QoHS8 GHAZ CHSL  Total
Hours 480 233 243 3 959
C. Misaior Related Activitics:

(1) This unit is converting over to the M102 howitzer. To Aste

INCL
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AV, A-is-3-T 30 ipril 1970
S BouCils Cperatli ral sewort - Lesconc Loorned

brtterics & und B have completed the turn over and Bottery C is in the
transition,

2, (C) Lossons Learned: Commanders observations, evaluations and
Recormendations. ’

as Personnels Nons
b. Intelligences

(1) Observationt There exists a critdcal shortage of officer
torard observers in proportion to supported manecuver forces.

Evaluation: This can be offuet for the most part by
substitution with well trained and highly motivated enlisted personncl.
However, in many cases these personnel cannot give the advice on
~rtillery crployment that a better trained officer can and consequently
ndvice of the enlisted observer is frequently not requested by the
company cormander.

Reccrimendation: Recognizing tho fact that the officer
forward obscrver situation will more than likely not improve, the
battery cormender can enhance his enlisted forward observers knowledge
~nd effectivcness by frequent field visits from himself and his officers
to help bridge any cxisting gaps. Once an observer wins the confidencc
of his company commander the artillery's effoctiveness increases and
its usc in 2o direct suppcrt rcle is furthered.

(2) Observetion: In most cases artillery units now largely
rrovide for thelr own sceurity.

Evaluation: With the many types of mechanical dcicction
~nd obscrvation devices available to mancuver units the overall fire
bnse defense can be incrensedgreatly by the use of these devices if they
con be obtained more readily and employed at battalion level. With
the absence of scparate mancuver forces providing secubity the artillery
fire basc presents a most lucrative target for & ground attack. It
is imperative that an cneny be detected as carly as possible to prevent
renctration of its perimeter.

Roucormendetion: That all artillery battaliong be ruthorized
vircet accuss to mechaniceal detection devices. This program would
L. monitorcd circetly by the 82 in conjunction with the fire base
cormanderse.

ce Opcrotions:
(1) Obscrvntion: Much timc is lost between locating encry

n.oiti-nc by scphisticated deotection cquiprient and its subsequent
transmittnl to artillery units capable <f engaging thesc torgets.

INCL 3
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SUBJECT: Op<ivti nri den rt = Legacts warncad

Evalucticn: Duc to the centrol of detcetion equiprent
on a high lovel, cften times the total remction tirc before cnergimcrt
is too long and/or insufficient information is provided to dctirminc
vhat type munitions to employ. The normal cormunication channcls
do not appear to be adequate to handle this type classified and
perishnble information with the onset ~f thesc devices.

Recommendations That a system of immediate readout
down to battalion level be provided so as to fully exploit this potenticl.

d, Organizations None

. Training: None

f. Loglstics: DNone

g« Cormnications: None
h. Materinl: None

i. Other:

(1) Obserwation: 4 unit's TOE calls for sufficlent gencrators
to power only that equipncnt authorized by the TCE.

SZvaluation: Severzl factors, particular to the elimate
and disposition of fire bases in South Vietnam, indieate a necd for
nn additional power source for necessitics as follows: perircter
lights,refrigeration units for field messes, cmergency power reserve
and troop welfare items such as fans. & cormander ean not afford to
overtax and ruin his cuthorized gencrators and TOE modificotssns do
not lond thenselves to provide this type power.

Recormendation: That coch battalion be authorized a
large generctor per basc: a minirun of 45 kilowntts,

mu A, /CL-/

& JIMES N. BEIL

LIC, Fh
Cormanding
DISTAIBUTION:
2-USARPAC
3-.USARV

7-I'FV Art?'
1-Prov Gp (Info only)
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SURTECT: Operational Report of 5th Ba}tali n
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30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR- rR2) (U

27th Artillery, Pericd Znding

-

DA, Headquarters, I Fleld Force Vietnam Artillery, APO 96350

TOs Commanding General, I Field Force Vietnam, ATTN: AVFA-GC-OT, APO 36350

This headquarters has reviewed and evaluated subject Operational Report-
Lessons Learned and concurs. The following comment is made reference para-
graph 2¢.

Recommend further study be conducted to determine the feasibility of
dedicating readout devices to battalion level on a selected basis to reduce
reaction time.

FOR THE COMMANIER;:

WALTER J.
Lieutenant Colonel, ADA
Adjutant

cf

DA, CSFOR (2)

CO, 5th Bn, 27th Arty




AVPA-OC-HIST (30 April 70) 2d Iod
SUBJECT: Operational Report-lessons learned, 5th Bettulion, 27th Artilliery,
Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS, GuFOA-65 (a2)

DA, Headquarters, I Fleld Force Vietnam, APC _.F. 96350 . i¥A7 1S

-
LAS

T0: Commanding Qéneral, United States army Vietnam, ATTis AVIGC-uul,
APO 96375

This beadquarters has reviewsd and svaluated subject OUperational Report-
Lassons learned and forwarding indorsements and concurs,

FOA THE COMMANDERS

CF; :
1 - CG, 1 FFORCEV ARTY (LESS ORLL) CPT, AGC
1 - CO, 5TH BN, 27Ti ARTY (LESS ORLL) Aamst AB
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AVHGC-DST (30 April 70) 3d Ind
SURECT: Operstional Report - Lessons Learned 5th Battalion, 27th

e /I na 1"

Artillery, Feriod Bnding 30 April 1570, RCS C®OTR-65 {R2){U)
Headquarters, United States Army Vietnam, APO San Fruanciscc 96375 11

TOs Commamder in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. (U) This headquarters has revhewed the Operstional Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1970 from Headquarters,
5th Battalion, 27th Artillery and concuras with comments of !‘ndorsing
headquarters,

2. (€) Comments followi

a, {C) Reference item concerning "Access to Mechanical Detsction
Devices", page 3, paragraph 2b(2): concur. It is assumed the recommenda-
tion for mechanical detection devices refers to Surveillance, Target
Acquisition and Night Observation (STANO) equipment and syetems. There
are no restrictions on the smployment of these detection devicee down to
artillery battalion level. However, due to high cost and limited
avallability it is necessary that the allocatlon of these devices be
controlled at the division/separate brigade level. Such controls guarantee
distribution on an as needed basis and provide for an effective integrated
target acquisition system. Unit has been mo advised.

b. (U) Reference item concerning "Sufficient Generators”, page &,
paragraph 24(1)t concur. Units do not have sufficient equipment for tha
operation of major base camps, however thim equipment should be part of
the base camp TJA and not authorized on the unit's TOE. It should be
noted that base camp TDAs submitted to USARPAC/DA are beirng approved
ninus PEMA equipmert. This headquarterm is ~uare of the problems connected
with base camp TDAs and is presently working on a gtandard type base
camp TDA which will provide necessamry equipment and personnel to perform
the essential bmse camp functions. “'nit has been so advised.

FOR THE COMMANDER!

cy fums (;.’Z/ /z.%/.

I FFORCEV
5th Bn, 27th Aryy Clal W Stevens I,
LS . “\(-JC

Assistant Adjuie . e ere.
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GPOP-DT (30 Apr 70) &4th Ind (U)

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 5th Battalion 27th Artillery for
Period Erding 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

HQ, US \rmy, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 {4 JUL 70

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed,

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

L-M. 0ZAXX
CPT. 4GC
Asat AG
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