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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

iN REPLY REFER TO
AGDA (M) (13 Jul 70) FOR OT UT 702029 22 July 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, lst Bat-
talion, 44th Artillery, Period Ending 30 April 1970 (U)
.o St i tne National

L

o o7 Lae
SEE DISTRIBUTION = %= s
;; I NN ~ited

. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance
with paragraph 4b, AR 525-15. Information of actions irnitiated as a
result of subject report should be forwarded to ACSFOR OT UT within 90
days of receipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate
benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and
may be adapted for use in developing training material.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 1ST BATTALION (AW) (SP) 44TH ARTILLERY
APO San Francisco 96269
AVULB-CO 12 May 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the lst Battalion (AW) (SP) 4. *h Artillery
for the Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 ({2)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. (C) Section l, Operations: Significant Activities:

4. Administration/Personnel:

(1) The following awards and decorations were made to assigned and
attached personnel:

AWARDS PERSONNEL
S5ilver Star 3
Bronze Star for Valor 6
Bronze Star for Achievement 6
Bronze Star for Service 23
Army Commendatfion Medal for Valor 21
Army Commendation Medal for Achievement 25
Army Commendation Medal for Service 90
Air Medal 1
Purple Heart 12
Vietnamese Cross of Ga'lantry 4
Certificates of Achievement 89

(2) There were no administrative or tactical movements of Headquarters,
1st Battalion (AW) (SP) 44th Artillery during this reporting pericod.

(3) The battalion personnel statistics as of 30 April 1970 were:

(a) Current Strength:

POWNGRABED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
FOR OT yT DECLASSIFED AFTER T2 YEARS.
702029 BOD PR 5200.10

Inclosure CONHDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AUTHORI ZED ‘ ASSIGNED
OFF Wo  EM OFF W0  EM
lst Bn (AW) (SP) &4th Arty: 37 2 653 43 2 634
G Btry (MG) 65th Arty: 2 0 140 4 0 128
G Btry (SLT) 29th Arty: 6 0 111 6 0 93

(b) Casualties: 1 February 1970 - 30 April 1970,

IYPE NUMBER
K1A 3
WA 20
MLA 0
Died of Wounds 0
Non-battle Deaths |

(c) R&R Experiences:

FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL
Hawdii 7 15 5
Bangkok 7 - 7
Hong Kong 8 6 8
Sidney 8 11 16
Manila 1 1 2
Taipei 8 2 10
Tokyo 1 2 1

(4) Current organizational structure of the lst Bn (AW) (SP) 44th Arty
is attached as Inclosure 1.

b. Intelligence:

(1) Primary sources of intelligence information for Hgqs, A, B, C and G/65
Batteries during the reporting period were the S-2 Section, lst Brigade, 5th
Infantry Division (Mechanized); S-2 Section, 2d ARVN Regiment, lst ARVN Divi-
sion Forward. Battery D received intelligence information from the C-2 Section,
10lst Airborne Division (AMBL) and from the G-2 Section, XXIV Corps. Battery
G, 29th Artillery received intelligence information from the S-2 Section, llth
USMC Regiment, lst USMC Division. Supplementary information was received from
XX1V Corps in the form of intelligence summaries and periodic intelligence
reports and from intelligence information and estimates from field commanders

of supported units.
CINCIL 2 CUN"DENTML
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CONFIDENTIAL

(2) Temperatures during the reporting period ranged from a low of 63°F to
a high of 100°F. Winds were mild during the period, averaging 3 knots and
gusting up to 14 knots. Frequent low ceilings affected resupply and command
and control by air to Fire Support Bases Barbara and Sarge.

(3) Enemy Activity:

(a) Mining incidents have increased significantly during the reporting
period in the areas of Strong Point A-4 and FSB Barbara.

(b) Stand off attacks with rockets and mortars increased significantly
during the reporting period. The highest incident rates were at Tan Lam
(Camp Carroll), Commanche Hill, Khe Gio Bridge, Mal Loc Special Forces Camp,
La Son (Anzio), Strong Points A-1, A-2, A-4 and C-1.

{¢) There is continued evidence of infiltration from the Laotian Panhandle

and from the Central DMZ area. Elements of the lst Bn 44th Arty have fired on
and illuminated numerous targets acquired by sensors and AN/TPS radar.

¢. Operations:

(1) General: The mission of the lst Bn (AW) (SP) &44th Arty and Battery G,

65th Arty, continues to be general support of XXIV Corps. Battery G, 29th Arty,

continues the mission of providing battlefield illumination to XXIV Corps and
lst USMC Division.

(2) Areas of operation during the reporting period:

Lamson'zaso 2d ARVN Regt Jan 70 - Mar 70 (C, G/65)
Lamson 353 7th ARVN Cav Jan 70 - Mar 70 (A, B, G/65)
Lamson 352 54th ARVN Regt Jan 70 - Mar 70 (D)

Lamson 355 1st ARVN Regt Jan 70 - Present (B, G/65)
Lamson 356 2d ARVN Regt Apr 70 - Present (C, G/65)
lL.amson 357 3d ARVN Regt Apr 70 - Present (B)

Lamson 358 54th ARVN Regt Apr 70 - Present (D)

Lamson 359 7th ARVN Cav Apr 70 - Present (A, G/65)
Randolph Glenn 101st Abn Div (Ambl) Feb 70 - Mar 70 (D, B, G/65)
Texas Star 101lst Abn Div (Ambl) Apr 70 - Present (D, B, G/65)
Green River lst Bde Sth Inf Div (Mech)Jan 70 - Present (A, B, G/65)
Dakota Clint lst Bde 5th Inf Div (Mech)Jan 70 - Apr 70 (c)

(3) Significant events:

(a) On 6 February 1970 at 1900 hours, FSB Bastogne came under an RPG
attack. There were 30 rounds of incoming from a ridgeline SSW of the fire

base at a distance of 1100 meters. D 141 began firing at the flashes immediately,

INCL
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CONFIDENTIAL

and after the first rounds, the incoming ceased. Final enemy results
were unknown and there were no friendly casualties or damage.

(b) On 9 February 1970 at 1845 hours, FSB Birmingham received 54 122mm
rockets with negative casualties or damage. D 111 fired 30 rounds at the sus-
pected launch site prior to receiving a cease fire.

{c) At 0230 hours on 10 February 1970, the searchlight in conjunction with
a NOD at Los Banos, spotted 7 VC/NVA. Machine gun (.50 cal) fire was placed on
the enemy with 1 KIA confirmed.

{d) On 10 February 1970 at 0300 hours, ths searchlight at Namo Bridge was
used in support of a killer team that was receiving small arms fire. Results
were 3 NVA/VC KIA confirmed.

(¢} On 11 February 1970 at 0130 hours, the searchlight at Camp Evans
spotted 1 NVA/VC in the wire at bunker 32. The enemy was engaged with M-16
fire. A check at first light revealed a pair of black pajamas with bullet
holes in the legs.

(f) During the period 12 to 16 February 1970, elements of B Battery sup-
cwrted A Battery, 2d Bn, 94th Arty on an artillery raid. The Dusters provided
convoy security, perimeter defense and suppressive and protective fire at FSB
“nne.

($2) On 15 February 1970, A Battery supported B Company, lst Battalion, 6lst
intantry with reconnaissance by fire and preparatary fires against a suspected
enemy squad.

(h)-"At FSB Bastogne on 16 February 1970, searchlight personnel spotted
cneny movement in front of bunker 14. The enemy was engaged with 8lmm mortar
tire resulting in numerous blood trails.

(i) On 19 February 1970 at 0400 hours, the searchlight at FSB Bastogne
spotted movement in front of bunker 10. Duster and 8lmm mortar fire was placed
on the target resulting in numerous blood trails.

(3 At N215 hours on 22 February 1970, searchlights at Name Bridge used
visible light on suspected movement. The movement was confirmed and fired
upon. A survey of the area resulted in numerous documents and rice being found.

‘%) ULuring the period 24 to 26 February 1570, elements of C Battery sup-
rorted the 3d Squadron, 5th Cavalry on an artillery raid in the vicinity of
the Rockpile. Two Dusters provided convoy security, perimeter defense and
suppressive and protective fires.

(1) On 9 March 1970, the searchlight on Hill 190 receaived small arms fire
trom an area at coordinates ZC B880829. The searchlight was used to direct
return. fire by 106mm RR, which resulted in 2 enemy KIA.

(m) At 0200 hours on 12 March 1970, Khe Gio Bridge came under a heavy
tarrage of mortar and RPG fire, followed by a ground attack with an estimated
strength of 50 sappers and 50 infantrymen. The wire was breached in many areas
and the outpost sustained heavy damage. The Dusters fired 450 40mm rounds and
small arms fire. The enemy activity resulted in one Duster from C Battery
being damaged, two Duster crewmen KIA and 7 WIA. There were 30 enemy KIA. In
the same action, G Battery, 2%9-h Artillery, lost a searchlight and vehicle and

had 2 crewmen Wix.
«  CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

(n) On 13 March 1970, F'SB Bastogne received 20 ronn's of 60rm mortar fire,
all larding out ide the wire. D 122 and D U fired )00 ind 230 rounis respect=
ively. All incoming ceased.

(o) On 15 March 1970, B Battery deployed two Dusters to FSB Barbara (YD
327337) in support of lst ARVN Division.

(p) On 1 April 1970, /29 redeployed one senrchlight frow los Banos to FCD
Birmingham in. support of the 10lst Abn Div (Abl}.

fq) 01 2 April 1970, D Dattery redeployed cre Mster frcm Manco Bridge to
Ptu Loc (2D 100007) in support of 101st &bn i (&b},

(») On 3 April 1970, two Dusters from D Battery and a reinfer:ed infantry
savnd from Compary A, lat Dattalion, 502nd Infartry, prrticipatod 1% a one=duy
operition in the vicinity of FSB Birminrhom. The operation was ddected agninst
cosrr units of unknown strengths detectad Loth vieunlly ar? b eecnsors. The
hitters fired 1000 rounds, flushing out the enemy., A short time later, an
.o iry element was insorted into the irea. Reuultis of this action were ur:lmown..

(s) On 5 April 1970, G rattery, 65:h Artillery redeploved ocne Quad SO t=cm
ol Dridege to FSD Blrmingbam (YD 705102) in support o 10lct Abn Div {Ambi).

(t) 4t 0100 honrs on 7 Arril 1779, FSB Anrio reccived 75 4o 100 B-Uf
ros’n L3 and mertar rounce, followed by a ground attack with an estimobed stronghin
or 85 sappers and 35 infantrymen. The Puster crew pravented an attempt to hrin-u
e ire in their sector. Damage was negligible. The DMster crew fired 732 40rm
1owds and amail aras ffre. The a:tiol reosulted in 22 encry XKIA on the perimeter
with 21 KIA a:d 6 FON's in infantrs coatact. There was cne Duster crewman “il.

(n) On 12 April 1970 at 0225 iwours, the Mai loc Specicl Foreces Camp received
a barrare cf mortars ard RPG's. The ntand off attack was followed Ly o manper
astrck with a conpary eine unmdt. “he Duater crews thwarted the enemris atiamt
to vreach the wire in their sector: hawever, other arcas were hreacied which
reoulted in the Durter personnel. recelving RPG's and small arms fire {rom behind
thei rositions. The enemy activity resualtad in one Duster from C Dottery bein:
Aameper, one Duster crewman KIA ard 6 WIA. There were 18 enawy Kik.

(v) On 13 Lipril 1777, G Dattery, 65th Artillery deployed crna Pmad 50 fren
Dong 1 to F3B Nancy (YD hL2394), in suppo:t of the lst /RVN Div.

(w) ©n 16 April 1970 at 1045 howes, B Battery moved two Misters from Dong
Ha to TSB Sally (TD 63827h), in support of the Llst AWVN Division. On {12 sope
¢uoal 1L2D hours, £ fattery moved one Duster from Dong Ha to Camp Carrolil in

mupport of the lst ARVHE Divisson.
(x) On 18 April 1970, two Dusters from A Battery supported ARVN forces
conducting counter mortar/counter sniper operations west of A-2. The Dusters

fired 110 rounds counter mortar fire after receiving incoming rounds. The
operation resulted in negative damage or casualties.

(y) On 19 April 1970, G Battery, 65th Artiilery deployed one Quad 50 into
C-2 (YD 135645) in support of the lst Bde, 5th Inf Div (Mech).

BONFISDENTIAL Jest Available Copy
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(2} on 20 April 1970, B Ditctery rcdc, lcy A it clemenis from Eapic to Lo

rlere) eva additional Muad 50 w‘*c

i"va U Lattery Jdeployad 3 Dusters and G/05 Go
Fazle. Elements of Latt 'ries D and G/65 arc in support of Base Dufense ut ol
Dagle.

AIES AROEREA S0 G5 T i, e 2,

(aa) On 21 April 1970, D Dattery deplcved iwo Ductars in suppert of a
platcon frim 2/327 Infantry and a Chieu Kcd. The coperaticn wad intenled to
peo atlitional enemy to rally. Friendly forces employed APA, §lwae Crop and
susterc.  The Dustors fired 600 rounds. The arex was swept by Latantry with

aopntive results.

ol i

(tn) On 22 #pril 1970, D Dattery depd- el two Dusters to F33 Nancy (YD
L%23%4) in cupport of the Ist ARVH Divisicn.

(~c) At 204 hours on 29 April 1970, C latterr depleyed one nedditions)
Tizter to Khe Gio Dridge. muiing a total of 3 Dustirs in suppore of the 1 LV
Divilsic clements at that location.

5|

(ac) ecn 29 £pril 3970 at 1L:00 hourz, G Fattery, AL Ariiliewr darlo.
tvo Quad 5U's to ri Ioc (YD 051510) in support of Llic Special Torces Ciud camp.

(e=) During the reporiing pc*jnd, elem ats of tids Imvialion supgeried 24
cecnvoy securdty missions and |"O rinesweep operations. ,

Bk ot ST RS VR 33N oh A i S P 5 <8

(L) F:rc unit locations: At the end of the reporting pericd, 20 Azril 127,
the Sattalizn was tachicaliy deployed as follows:
UNTT
ELSTHT 10SATION SUPPGLTED T 3
(=) Dory; Ha Combzt Dase
(YD 233733) .
(b) pittery £ (=) Dong Ha Combat Dass 1st Bde Sth Inf Div (¥e-h) 3
(YD 233503) 3
¥
(1) 6 Dusters Dong Ha Combat Dase# lst 2de S%ia Inf Div {4-.%) §
(YD 2335€3) _ %
(2" 2 Dusters A-1 (YD 27073L) 1st ARWN Div :
£
(3) 2 Dusters A-2 (YD 213743) 1st ARVN Div 4
() 2 Dusters C~1 (YD 21357h) 1st LRV Div :
(5) 4 Dusters A-4 (YD 118701) Ist Bde 5th Inf Div (Mech)
(c) Battery B (-) Dong Ha Combat Base lst Bde 5th Inf Div (Mech)
(YD 233583)
(1) 2 Dusters Dong Ha Combat Base* 1st Bde 5th Inf Div (Mech)
(2) 4 Dusters Quang Tri Combat Base lst Bde 5th Inf Div (Mech)
(YD 311557)
(3) 2 Dusters 738 Nancy (YD 442394) st ARVN Div

DENTIAL
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(W)
(5)
(6)
("
(2)

2 Dusters
2 Dustors
2 Dusters

" Musters

Battery C (=)

CONFIDENTIAL
P'SB Darbara (YD 327337)
Camp Evans (YD 53531L)
1Z Sally (YD 638274)
T-None (YD €50703)

Dong Ha Combat Pase
(1D 233583)

1st ARVN Div
1023t Abn Niv (Amul?
1at ARV:! Div
1st fRYT Div

lat Bfl g2h inf Div (Mach)

1st 3de Sth Inf Div (NMech)

b

o SR e oA TR it AR S I e SN A B -

A

e G

(1) 6 Dusters Dong Ha Combat Tsc¥*
(YD 233563)

(2) 2 Dusters . Cam Lo Bridge (YD 128671) RF/:F

(3) 3 Dusters Khe Gio DBridge (YD 026552) Jat ARVN Div

() 1 Duster Camp Carroll (YD 063547)  lst ARVN Div

(5) 2 Dustor: Comranshe Hill (OP 2€0) 1st /RVN Div
(YD 084ELT)

(6) 2 basters Mai Loc (YD 095515) CING

(e)‘ Natiery D (=) Phu Lai (YD 880140) 101st Aba Div (Ambl1)

(1) 5 Dusters Phu Dai (YD 8C0140)* 101st Abn Div (Ambl)

(2) 2 Dustors FSB Bastogne (YD 620095)  10lst Abn Div (Ambl)

(3) 2 Dusters FSB Tirmingham (YD 706102) 10lst Lbn Yiv (Ambl)

(L) 3 Dusters Camp Eagle (YD 806163) 101st Abn Div (Ambl)

(5) 1 Duster Anzio (ID 93L0T72) 1st ARVN Div

(6) 1 Duster P Loc (YD 100007) 101st Abn Div (Ambl)

(7) 2 Dusters ‘Ha:l Van Pass (YD 939918) 1st Mar Div

(£) 6/65 (=) Dong Ha Combat Dase 1st Bde 5th Inf Div (Mech)
(D 233583)

(1) ) M551s Cong Ha Cembat Dase 1st Dde S5th Inf Div (Mech)
(¥D 233583)

(2) 2 MsSIn Camp Cerroll (YD 063547)  1ls% ARWN Iiv

(3) 2 M55's FSB Bastogne (YD 620095) 101st Abn Div (Amble)

(4) 2 M55's Camp Eagle (YD 806163) 101st Abn Div (Ambl)

(5) 2 M55's Phu Bai (YD 880140) 101st Abn Div (Amble)

(6) 1 M55 A-1 (YD 270;34) lst ARVN Div
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(7)Y 1M55
(8) 1w¥c5
(7) 1 w55

(10)
(11)
(22)

(13) 2 M55's

«/29 (=)

(&7
(1)
(2)
(3)
(1)
(5)

(6)
(7)
(8)
(%)
(1¢)

(11)
(12)
(13)
(:).\
(15)
(16)
(17)
(18)

1 455
1 M55
1 M55

1l SLT
1 SLT
1 SLT
1 SLT

1 8iT

1 SIT
2 SIT's
1 SIT
1 SIT

1 SLT

1 SLT
1 SLT

1 SLT

CONFIDENTIAL

A=2 {ID 213743)

C-2 (X 1256L5)

Sargo (YD 029478)

I'33 Nancy (YD LL229L)
Camp Evans (YD 525311)

FSB Birmingham (YD 706102)

Mai Loc (YD 075515)

' Da Nang (AT 95,757)

Phu Bai (YD 8791LL)

FSC Birmingham (YD 706102)
FSB Bastcgne (I 620095)
Camp Evans (YD 53531L)

Dong; Ha Combat Tase
(D 233583)

Khe Gio Dridge (Y0 031563)
Hamo Dridge (AT 9270L42)
Cru 3o Lridge (AT 999705)
Liberty Pridge (AT 928513)
Roving Light (AT 957757)

Hill 10 (AT 92Lé691)
Hill L1 (AT 93L663)
311 55 (AT 9206i%)
B{11 65 (AT B79577)
Hill 327 (AT 971737)
Hill 190 (AT 892823)

LZ Ross (BT 024342)

LZ Baldy (BT 132453)

st ATVN Div

1st Bde 5th Inf Div (Mecl)
1st ARV Div

1st ARV Div

101st Abn Div (Amil)
1013t Abn Div (Ambl)

CIDG

1st [ar bDiv

101st Abn biv (Amtl)

1015t Abn Div (Ambl)

1015% Abn Div (Ambl)

101st Abn Div (&mbl)

1st Tde 5th Inf Div (Mech)

1st ARVN Div

26th Mar Reg't

1st Mar Reg't

lst Dn Sth Mar Reg't

Northern Sector Defence
Command

26th Mar Reg't
1st Mar Regit
11th Har Reg't
Sth ¥ar Repgtt

Southern Sectcr Deferr~
Command

26th Mar Regt
7th Mar Regt

7th Mar Regt

*M42s and M55s reported at Dong Ha and Phu Bai are committed to Base Defense,
Reaction Force, Minesweep Security, Convoy Security and Artillery Raids.

8
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{5} Arrmunitioca expenditures:

TR Re?CTT NG FLRTUD
57 cal 5L1,100

{6} Prys cpent Jor training, movemert, operations
{a) Training (CJT): 90 days

(r¥  mairirz (Feplacewent): 2L dave (Znstruction
persunel for 3 full days 8 times during ch2 guarte-;,

{(~) Movement: N/A

(i3 Ouerations: 90 days

d, Legistics:

(1) Properiy Books:

(2} TIvoperty beoks reomiin established within this
(1) 1=t Bn, bLhth Arty for HHE, A, B and C.

(2) PBiry D, let Bn, Ll*th rrty.

(3) n*ry G (G), €Sth Avty.

(4) BDtry G (STT), 29th Arty.

CONFIDENTIAL

TOTAL

1]96?’698
3.6%1,200

were 25 folleva3e

glven to rewl: ag~ir.ngd

orginization 2= follna:

(2) Significant ecuipment £ills: The following major end itcms have teen

received over the past quarher:
(a) 1st Bn (£7) (SP) LLth Arty:
() Trailer, Amro ~ 11 ea
(2) Truck, Cargo, 3/L Ton - 7 er
(3) Truck, Cargo, &% Ton ~ 2 ea
(L) Track, Utility, % Ton = L ea
(5) Recovery Vchicle - 1 ea
™) Btry & (M3), 65th Arty:
(1) Cerer Lor Sety, 1,5 W =1 ea

(2) Mount, machinegun M55 - 3 ea

(3) Significant equipment
requisition and are considered

(a) 1lst Bn (AW) (SPE) 44th

(1) Generator Set, 1.5 KW,

shortages: The following items are now on
critical for this unit's mission:

Arty:

pC - 16-ea  CONFIDENTIAL

(2) Generator Set, 3 KW, AC - | ea 9
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(h)

bVl sights (Orew Served) -~ Ohoea CONFIDENTIAL

Rydio Suv AN/GHC 106 - 17 ca

Radio Zob A/ Lo -1 ca

Radio Set AN/VTC L7 - L ea
Doecvery Vehicle FT M578 ~ 1 ea

Trailer, Armo M032 -~ 26 ea

iruck, Utility, % Ten M151A1 - 3 ea

Nirnt Coservation Device - 55 ca

Bty G (M), 65th Arty: .
Monnt, Maebinepun, MS5 - 3 ea

Faohinemin, Cal .50, M2 - 13 ca

Wl Set, AS/GRC 120 - 12 ea

a4, AN/PIC 7T - 6 ea

S aipmont Set £ Cormon - 1 ea

To 004, fnto Merhonis, Light - 2 ea

Tk, Cargn, 5 Ton - 5 ea

Tiuelr, Wreeker, 5 Ton ~ 1 ea

Dty G (GLT), 25th Arty:

Cearchlirit (Vimual/Infa), ANASS-3 - L ea

Tuire st O STAOS/PT « ] ea

Troci, Utilisy, % Ton -~ 1 ca

Re' o g A Tdvit.uo:

Curing oo cusrter, thr-e memorial services wers held. On 16 Harch
cooeen vae e dd £ UUT liitchell Steut and SPh Terry loser, both of

. n 2 onrsil, eorvicaes were held for PFC Phillip long, also of
Looorfea wng on 22 noril 1970 for PFC Freddie Thormpson

During the reporting period, the Battalion Chaplain conducted 94

services as tollows:
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Field locations - 50

Meroril -

Special Holidawvs
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{3} Tho Battalion Cheplain, in cooperation with the office of the Group
Cr~rlai:, taught character guidance c¢lasses for the month cf February for
v. .5 on Dong Ha Ccmbat rase.

f. Medical:

{1} During the reporting period, there hove been L85 cut-patient, vicits
to the Ald Station,

(?) Inf~rmation has been distributed to battery cormanders on the preven-
tion f heat exhaustion.

(3) canitary inspections were conducted by the battalicn surgeon and oiher
medical pursonnel twice montihly.

g. Civil Affairs:

(1) Twice weekly, the Battalion Surgeon conducts a Medear at the Don: Ea
Village Hospital. Treatment is provided for an averapge of 55 to 60 out-prtieris
anl 20 to 25 in~patients weekly. Recent information received by this battalion
has revealcd that «dministrators of the hospital have been advised and dirccted
to institute the self-heip method of treatment.

(2) 8?4 Kellem, a medic attached to C Battery at Cam 1o, has ins*:*nt -
hie own :..2n in Cam Lo and swrrounding villages. This program has developed
to the point wvhere ho now treats 150 to 200 patients weekly.

h. Educ~tion:

(1) 1st Bde, Sth Inf Div (Mech) Education Center, Quang Tri Combat Base,
administers all courscs and tests for personnel stationed in the Dong Ha area.

(2) The 26th General Support Group, Plm Bai Combat Base, administers all
courses and tests for Battery D.

(3) The BOth Support Group, Da Nang, administers all courses and tests
for Rattery G (SLT), 29th faty.

2. (0) ILessons learn:d: Commanders Observations, Evaluations ond Recom-
mendations. .

a. Personnel: None

b. Inwvelligence: None
c. Crerations:

(1) Fishting Trenches:

(a) Observation: The trench lines at Mai Loc Special Forces Camp were
invaluable during the sapper attack on that position. Initially, the trench

lines located near the two AW positions provided cover while movin% from one
position to another. As the attack progressed, the seriously wounded personnel

were placed in the trenches which provided cover for them until they were
medivaced. Also, when the 40mm guns malfunctioned, the crews moved to the
trenches, which served as excellent fighting positions. Lives were saved
because of the excellent protection the trenches offered from enemy small arms,
mortars and RPGs.

CONFIDENTIAL
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(b) Evaluatiun: Use cf fipgkting troinches corerituted significantly to
Aoy pardmoter defsnec in the situation deeerihed abova.  The tronches
2t o1 Lee are pproximotely 3 feet deep by 3 feet wide ard the sides arc
suryorsyd by corrugated sheet metal and short engineer stakes. Erosion with

this construction is n:gligible.

(¢) Hocommendation: That commanders of AV units with clements supmorcing
in th~ purl cber defense role consider constructicn of fighting troncices us
duscribed above.

{2) Ground Attnoks:

(1) Obscrvation: During this reporting pericd, clcments of this hat+-1ion
sustiinea ground attacks at Khe Cio Brudge, Mai Loc and Fou inzio (ref. para
1¢(2), m ¢t and u above). £11 three attacks were initinted by a huavy barrage

of rockets, mortars and RPG!s,

() Evaluation: During tho Khe Gio attack, all personnel jmmediately took
cover at the first indication of incaming. They were subsequently trapped in
tacir bunkers as the intensity of the attack increased, Whin the intensity
of the incoming decreased, tho AW crewmen moved cut of the bunkers and rcturned
fire; lLewever, thls delay in mannirg the guns 2llowed the encmy to gain the
advontage and inflict bhanvy casualties and damage. In the other two attacks,
the W¥ crawmen irmedintely went to their guns at the first indication of

irtoning.

«1z not penctratced in the areas where the Dusters were located.

oo

(c) Recormendations:

‘1 That all commandevs reemphasize the fact that a large scale standoff
attack is often follewed by a ground attack.

2, Th~t firing positions on the perimeter must imm: diatecly be manned and
rrepared to direct a large volume of fire against the enemy.

(3) TFalso NDP's using Sensors:

(1) Cbservatipns: On 19 April 1970 at Strcong Point A-L, a mechanized
infantry company established an NDP in the late aftermoon. The position was
approximately 1200 meters from A-L. Supplies were brought in and the ccmpany
prep~red for the night. Instead of emplacing trip flares and other warning
devices, they instalied sensors around the perimcter. Dusters, artillery and
mortars were given the coordinates of the MDP, After darkness, the campany

mee. U berll into A=k,

(b) Fvaluation: This employment of sensors capitalized on the following
Imovn encmy tactizs:

{1) The reccansjssance of recently establishad poelt,ﬂﬂq.
(2) The search of recently abandoned positions.

This case worked extremely well as later in the evening, the sensors were
actuated. Within 30 seconds of activation, the Dusters, using predetermined
daty, directed a large volume of accurate fire on the target. Approximately
2 - 3 minutes later, the artillery and mortars were fired.

12
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(c) Reconmondations: That this and other ruses bc uscd to obtain short

te~ -~nic'e and eignificant results from sensor strings within the rn~a 7
anontic weapons.

d. Organizations: None

¢, Training: None

. Logistics: None

g+ Communicaticns:

(1) AM Radio Communication:

() Obsorvaticn: During this reporting period, an fM radio net was os-
L.»" ihed, usirg the AN/CRC-106.radio. The stations operating in this nct
were in Dong Ha and Da Nang, a straight-line distance of approximately 70 miles.
Initinally, the assigned frequency was near L megzhertz, and ciprals between the
‘s sbatiouns were cbserved to be strong and relin®le. Reeently, dne to an
SOT change, the net was assigned a frequency near 25 megahertz. Sipnals botween
thc two ghutions at this frequency were cbserved to be weak and unreliable, In
an ctfort, to improve the signals, the AN/GRA-50 antennis thén boing uced wire
replaced by ~ more elaborate dircotiomal antennn at both stotions. The
resulting cignals were improved but still of margincl relisbility. It was
also realize-d that each time the assigned frequercy would be changed signifi-
cantly (more than a few tenths of a megahertz), the antennns at cach staticn
vwould have to be rebuilt to correspondingly new dimonsions.

(b) Evaluation: Since SOI itoms are changed frequently, the possibility of
constructing still mcre elaborate directional antennas was considored an
incfficient solaticn. The AN/GRA-50 antenra can be effectively used at fre-
quencies on the order of 5 megaheriz. +This requires only simple adjnsimente
fur subiequent frequency changes; therefore, the use of the lower frequencics
is considered the most practical solution.

(¢) Recommendation: That the battalicn be assigned an AM fremiency
between 3 and 5 megahertz ior commnication hetween Dong Ha and > Nang.

h. Matericl: None

i. Other: MNone

o,
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WV1ID-C (12 lay 1970) 1st Ind »
5ulJuCls Operational Report of the 1st Battalion (aw) (SP), 44t arii loury
for tne Period Ending 30 Ayril 1970, 4GS C3FOR-(5 (R2) (U)

Da, ..eudquarters, 108th artillery Group, af0 San Francisco $€z&9, 1€ ..y 1.7%C
T0: Comranding General, LXIV Corps Artillery, ar.lls aVil-a.C, PO wun
vrarelsco 96349

o)

Te  sue URLL of t.c 1st sattalion, 44tn mrtill..y is forvu.rded in we ~ud..c2

it Adt 525"1 5.

3 acur with recommendations made in’paragraph 2,

~e

CCav .. COMMANDER3

Bttt o

WILLIAM A. SPIN
MiJ, FA
Adjutant
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AVII-ATC (12 May 1970} 24 Ind
SUBJECT: Operatfonal Report - Leassons Learned (1lst Battalion, &hth Artil-
lery) Period ending 30 April 1970 RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (V)

DA  Headquarters, XXIV Corps Arty, APO San FPrancisco 96349, 31 May 1970

TO: Commanding General, XXIV Corps, ATTN: AVII-GCT, APO San Prancisce
96349

1. The ORLL of lst Battalion, &44th Artillery is forwarded in accordance
with AR 525-15.

2. This headquarters concurs with the report.

3. Action is being taken through the Corps Artillery signal section to
assign an AM frequency between 3 and 5 wmegahertz for communication bet-
ween Dong Ha and Da Nzng. as recommended in paragraph 2g(l), communica-
tioms.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

CHARLES S, HEVERLY
PA
Adjutant

/
c/aJ//m?
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AVII-GCT (12 May 1970) 3 Ind
STBJECT: Operatiocsal Report = Lesacns Learned of lgt Battalicn (AW) (8P),
4hth Artillery for Period Mnding 30 April 1970, RCS C8MOR-65 (R2) (U)

Da. HQ, XXIV Corps, APO San Prmeipco 96349 s ey
0: Commanding General, USARY, APO San Pranciseo 96375

1. (U) The OFLL for lst Battelien (AN) (&), i4th Artiliery has bee re-
vieved by this h-dquﬂnp in goocordaros with AR 525-15,

2. (U) ™is besdquarters sctours with the report except as noted below:

In reference to &M radio commmnication, paragraph 2g(1): Contrary to the
steted evaluation, the AN/GRA-50 sntenna, if ccmstructed properly, can be
utilised effectively o all frequencies within the range of the AN/GRC-106.
Hovever, at the distance rpecified, commmication is achieved through utili.
sation of sky wave propagation rather than ground wmve and ocbsequently is
affected by changes in the ionosphere. More detailed informatiocn reference
propagation and antenng construction is availeble in MM 11-666, Antenas and
Radio Propagation. Unlike ™ tactical frequencies, XXIV Corps doss not have
direct oontrol of HF/SSB frequencies. These frequencies are centrally ocn-
trolled by COMUMACY J«6, snd therefore a formal rogquest for each individual
froequency must be wulmitted through occmmumicaticns chennels in accordance

wvith XXIV Corps SSI Item 51-( ).
NS @%5“”7‘?
AGC
M

FOR THE OOMMANDER:

P
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AVESC-DST {12 May 70) 4th Ind
3 'RJECT: Uperational Report of the 1st Battalion (AW)(SP) 4i4th Artillery
for the Pericd ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

“cadquarters, United States Army Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96375 .

T2+ Commander in Chief,Umited States Army Pacifie, ATTN: GPOP-IT,
APD 96558

‘e .his headquarters has reviewed the Cperational Report-lLemssones Learned
for the quarterly periocd ending 30 April 1970 from Headquarters, ‘st
Battalion (AW)(SP) 44th Artillery and concurs with comments of

indoreing headquarters.

2. Comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning "Fighting Trenchee”, page 11, paragraph
2¢(*)1 concur. The value of trenches and simple foxholes is often overlooked
when designing defenses. Depending upon terrain, these can be of more value
than complex, and many times, 111 designed bunkers that provide only a mense
of security and do little to foster the needed offensive spirit for adequate
defense. This item will be included in the next USARV Tipe for Commanders.

b. Reference item concerning "Ground Attacks”, page ‘2, paragrapn 2c(1):
concur. Not all stand-off attacks are coincidential with sapper attacks.
However, most sapper attacks are coincidential with heavy stand-off attacks.
This rudimentary form of combined arms attack has proven successful all
too frequently, An aggressive, offensive reaction on the part of defenders
will do much to thwart these well coordinated, short duration, violent
attacks. This item will be included in the next USARV Tipe for Commanders.

FOR THE COMMANDER

Clak W Stevens Ir.
-\\JC

Cy i Aaa.;;u--\ Adjuoet (G TIN
XXIV Corpe
1st Bn, L4th Arty

/7
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GPOP-DT (12 May 70) 5th Ind (U)

SURJECT: Operatfonal Report of HQ, lat Bn (AW) (SP) &44th Artillery
for pericd ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 @ juL 79

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Waghington, D, C, 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed,

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

p.D. CLINR
217, AGC
Asat AQ

18
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ONANTZATIONAL STRUC,ULRE

1, (C) Ageigneds

a. loadquarters ard Heatquarters Battery, lat Battalion () (EP)
iath Lrvillery,

b, Battery A,

¢, Beterry B.

d. thttery ©

e, -attery D.
2, (G) Attached!

n. Battery G (Mechinegun), 65th Artillery.

b. Battery 0 (Searchlisht), 29th Artillery.

Inecl 1 19
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I comP§ TACTICAL ZONE
BLyTH sRTI 0P 0TEE T (V)
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KEY TO MAP

A=)

A-2

(-]

A,

(w2

Cam Lo Bridge

Ke Glo Bridge

Tan Lem (Carroll)
My Kiem (Comanche Hill)
Mai Toe

Dorg Toan (Sarge)
Dong Ha Combat Base
Quang Tri Combat Base
FSB Nancy

FSB Barbara

Camp Evang

12 Sally

An Do (T-Bone)

FSB Bastogne

FSB Birmingham

Coup Bogle

Fhu Bai

La Son (Anzio)

Pru Loc

Uil Voo Pags

it
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g 27, Hi11 190 (amr2823)
E 28, Dy Neng | (ATy57757)
{ 20, 1111 327 (41973737)
E 20. Caudo Bridge (@Zyyrru3)
E 3l. Eill 10 (A1924691)
E 32, 1311 41 (47934663
32, H 55 {AT970620)
3, Hill 65 {ATe78577)
3% Liberty Bridge (4'1928553)
36, LZ Baldy (BT132453)
37, LZ Ross (BT024242)
{
22
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