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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18,
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794. THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY
LAW.

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U. S. Government
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that
may in any way be related thereto.



CONFIDENTIAL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

OPIPICZ Or THE ADJUTANT GENERAL

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20310

IN REPLY RCFER TO

AGDA (M) (14 Jul 70) FOR OT UT 702028 22 July 1970 41

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 8th Battalion,

4th Artillery, Period Ending 30 April 1970 (U)

Thr mpato"'A contani,'.

SEE DISTRIBUTION ' , . :' i . "),

ay : " .unauLhori,,cd ;:e.3oun is

prchl:Led by law.

1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance
with paragraph 4b, AR 525-15. Information of actions initiated as a

result of subject report should be forwarded to ACSFOR OT UT within 90

days of receipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate
benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operatio~s and
may be adapted for use in developing training material.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

I.mc
asC

Acting The Adjutant General

DISTRIBUTION:

Commanding Generals
US Continental Army Command

US Army Combat Developments Command
US Army Materiel Command

Commandants
US Army War College

US Army Command and General Staff College
US Army Armor School

US Army Aviation School
US Army Combat Surveillance School

US Army Electronic Warfare School
US Army Engineer School Regraded unclassified when separated
US Army Field Artillery School

US Army Infantry School from classified inclosure.
US Army Institute, for Military Assistance

US Army Ordnance School

US Army Signal School
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CONFIDENTIAL
Ma'ART)ME? OF M1E ARPI

AQUAt s, 1 BATTOALIN (17 51W8 INH)(SP), 4TH ARMILM.Y
APD San Francisco 96269

AVID-C 5 may 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 8th Battalion (175MV8 INCH)(SP),
4th Artillery, Pericd Ending 3 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(U).

SEE DISTMI0N

1. (C) OPerations: Si=ific-ant ctivities.

a. General

(1) The 8th Battalion, 4th Artillery arrived in the Republic of Vietnam
on 12 August 1967. The battalion has continuously engaged in combat operations
since 15 August 1967.

(2) This is the eleventh Operational Report submitted by this organization.

(3) Organizational list and structure are attached as Inclosure 1.

b. Hi~*:c1Dt

(1) Deployment and status of the 8th Battalion, 4th Artillery and its
subordinate elements at the beginning of the reporting period (I Feb 70) were as
follows:

UOCATION SON AND STATUS

8/4 GS-Rein 5th Battalion
4th Artillery

HSV/8/4 YD223587 (Dong Ha)
SVC/8/4 YD223 587 (Dong 'ia)
A/8/4 XDo62545 (Camp Carroll)
B/8/4 YD132641 (FSB C-2)
C/8/4 YD119699 (MSB A-4)

(2) On 5 February 1970 Battery B retubed one platoon from 8" to 175M@[
after having changed to 8" on 29 and 30 January 1970.

(3) On 5 February 1970 this unit began a TET cease fire at 1800 hours.
The cease fire terminated 061800H February 1970 without incident.

(4) On 12 February 1970 Battery A retubed one howitzer from 8" to 175WM

(5) On 13 February 1970 Battery A retubed one other howitzer fro= 8" to
175M

FR'2, or" r DOWNUA TS *13 VAl INIKEVALS;
DCLASSIF AFTER 12 YEACONFIDENTIAL

Inclosure

I



CONFIDEN IAL

J'DJiT: Operational Report-Le5iors Lelrned, 8th Battalion (175lM/8 INCH)(SP),
L /Ati-Llery, Period Ecng 30 Ail )i0-, 0 Cs CSIOR-65 (R2)(U).

(6) On 14 February 1970 LTC .assumed conmand of the 8th
. . ,..LCn, 4th ArtiL]ery froiV LTh I' Lc D. '" ::.. .

(7) On 17 February 1.9,0 U'CL eq DSt.l Artillery Group fired the
< h round for C/8/4 In Cn V1 .tna

(8) On 18 February 7:., C, .'* (x'-t- Gp, was briefed concerning
i,:T; Heavy Artillery TraijL. i i this battalion.

,)) On 22 Februarj 197 % ' u - ived a change in mission from

hU'Ly Gp. The mission .upport of XXIV Corps,
:. ig 10ist irborne 1.i ' . '., 1st RVN Division Artillery,

.'Ili D ,t t a l i o n , 4 t h A 't i -11 . , .,

, 0) On 23 February 1970T) tb e -,,, its first XXIV Corps Fire
-LL' .,~ Officers School. Five nt-:Jrlt: ,:,: 'c. graduated on 28 February.

(I.) On 25 February 1-''.: . a.herry, a heavy artillery raid,
c.:.: nced.

(,12) On 26 February 1970 T . -dbxz'ry terminated. The raid was
. uccssful and a coq Ic.tjt ,I .' .w i, was forwarded to higher

(13) On 3 March 190 hh. 'hi'- :.:-I,.els were revised to provide
xz'unications between 5"l jt. , his unit. This unit remains responsive

:th .Arty Gp for general sup.ort -n'ions.

(14) On 16 March 1970 )YXIV Cc:rps i .re Direction Officer Course 2-70
On 21 March four students wir. graduated.

(15) On 6 April 1970 X[l'V . ': r Observer School 1-70 began.
i.. Ai 'il seven students were g:av:..

(16) On 15 April 1970 Dt~w:y A ?.Lubcd two howritzers from S" to 175M

.17) On 20 April 1970 XQ(TV Crps Fire Direction Officer School 3-70
" ight students were graduti, ,n 2' ;pril 1970.

(18) During the reporting ' ,'ricd, H!eadquarters, A, and B Batteries
:t:'.rVed satisfactory 1-atirlg, fi:oin t L.,., LV C,6': Command Maintenance Management

ujon team.

(±3) During the reporti L d L i., 0w ,t ion administered the FM6-94

test to all gurnnrs wid n..L2.u,. &,x..I'

(20) During the repcrtim- p, :d t': !-.attalion and its units came

vytaa eneyr attacks by fire 46 times.

(21) During the reporting period thKis b:ttalion destroyed 140 bunkers
2 redited irith 101 enenr; KI; ,'. 4
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CONFIDENTIAL
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 8th Battalion (175S)8 IN=H)(SP),
4th Artillery, Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(U).

(22) airlng the reporting period this battalion continued its progress
in development of the ARVN Heavy Artillery Trairdig Program. The training program
itself, lesson plans, ad a prepared briefing have been translated into Vietnamese.

(23) -issions and rounds fired during the reporting period:

A/8/4 1326 mn 4902 rds 1036 msn 3722 rds 1099 msn 3984 rds
B/6/4 922 men 3305 rds 820 smn 2106 rds 940 man 3763 rds
C/8/4 9M0 mn 2 1 r$ 1041 msn 47a rlds lij M 6911 rds
Total: 3218 mn 12675 ads 286', 7 11j I n w .1*W ,

(24+) The cumulative total of rounds fired by this battalion since
arrival in country through 302400H April 1970 is 289,760.

(25) Deployment and status of the 8th Battalion, 4th Artillery and its
subordinate units at the end of the reporting period (30 April 1970) were as
follows:

MITCAMN MSSION AND STATU

8/ GS-XXIV Corps, Rein 1013t
Airborne Division (AMM)
Artillery, 1st ARVN Division
Artillery, and 5th Battalion,
4th Artillery

HH/8/4 
YD2 3587 (Dmg Ha)

SVC/8/4 YD223587 (Dong Ha)
A/8/4 YX62545 (Cap Carroll)
B/8/4 YD132641 (FSB G-2)
C/8/4 1D119699 (FSB A-4)

c. Training: In addition to continuing its normal 24 hour operational
capability, this battalion conducted a total of 156 hours of scheduled training
for all personnel. Ephasis was placed on automatic weapons training, replacement
training, and training for gunners and assistant gunners. A battalion firing
battery inspection team continued its operations.

d. Observation: During this reporting period this battalion provided eight
forward observer teams to ground forces in Northern I Corps. These teams,
consisting of a forward observer, a recon sergeant, and a radio telephone operator,
included assignments to Special Forces elements, 2nd ARVN Regiment, 101st Airborne
Division (AM), and three permanent assignments to 3/5th Cavalry Squadron.

e. Logistics:

(1) During the reporting period this battalion was engaged in extensive
area improvement and a building program at Camp Carroll. Personnel bwzktrs and
a large uit mess hall were completed. Battalion headquarters moved 5nfa a new
b, -Zer.

INCL (3
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CONFIDENTIAL

-J U'CT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 8th Battalion (175M0/8 INCH)(SP),
'.th Artillery, Period &iding 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(U).

(2) Average Daily Deadline Rate for the reporting period were computed
,ng the number of vehicles on hand, with the exception of wheeled vehicles.

don d,.dline rate for wheeled vehicles wiao computed utilizing the number of
" Lces authorized. The average daily deadline rates were as follows:

. PER CM

.; r -tillery, 175MM and 8 INCH 10.2 %
,',,htu Tracked Vehicles 31.1 %
,xclod Vehicles 14.3 %

* .. C Generators 11.6 %

f. Civic Action: This battalion maintained four MEDCAPS at Duong Luong,
-', Dai Do, and Dong Ha City and added one during the reporting period at

. Linh. The first four MEDCAPS were established in August and November 1968,
.-d tao in larch 1969. During the reporting period, a total of 2500 patients were
t . ,ated. In addition to treating the patients, the MFDCAPS included distribution

Sclotling, soap, and candy to the Vietnamese people. t

E. Personnel and Administration:

(1) Strength at the end of period (30 April 1970)

AUTHORED ASSIGNED 1
Oi' 37 33

6 6
.L 522 5
'c t a-1: 5W

(2) Significant Shortages at the end of period (30 April 1970)

___ TITLE AUS

'0 Cannoneers 208 182
J 120 Cooks 29 25

1300 Chief of Section & Gunners 52 48

(3) Casualties: Two WIA in Battery ,, two 111A in Battery B, and two WIA
in. 3attery C as a result of enemy action.

(C) Lessons Learned: Conimander's Obse vations. Evaluations, and j
P~ecmunions.

a. Personnel. None.

b. Intellipence. None.

c. Orerations.

(1) Itarld~ng Perimeters at Fire Bases

(4)

CONFIDENTIAL 'ti. dabeC p



CONFIDENTIAL
SUB=: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 8th Battalion (17W/8 INMI)(SP),
4th x-tilley, Perinl Znding 30 ,-ri. 1 , 11CS CZFM,.-65 (R2)(U).

(a) OSM.VATI0N: During en ,- ground attaeks at night on fire
support bases it is many times very difficult for air support elements to
accurately determine the edge of the friendly perimeter from the air.

(b) EVALUATION: Although ARA and gunships are availtble for
defense of fire support bases, their inability to accurately fix the friendly
peri=ter may decrease their effectiveness considerably. This inability may
often result in accidental friendly casualties or may cause the gunships to refuse
to fire close-in support.

(c) REMZCIMATION: Artiller-y amtmnition cannisters, preferably
.Or 17514, aay be filled with diesel fuel and buried up to their rin along the
edge of the defenive -rinter about 20 meters outside the interior wire and from
10 to 20 maters apart. These can then be ignited by a command fired trip flare
mounted over the car~nister of diesel to provide an excellent perimeter marking
device. These "pots" burn in excess of eight hours once ignited and may be
immdiately ignited at the first indication of a ground attack or probe. Once
ignited, these pots will burn throughout the night outlining the fire base for
supporting air as yell as providing a substantial amount of ground illumination.

(2) Self-Illumination Capability at Fire Support Bases

(a) OBSP.VATION: For units -ithout an organic illumination
capability in locations wqhere there is a very limited amunt of artillery with an
illumnation capability, difficulty sometimes arises in response time for requested
illumination.

(b) EVALUATION: Units in fairly permanent fire bases not defended
by an infantry unit or some force with the specific designated task of base defense
many times have no self-illumination capability. Vlhen there are many small units
in the field in night defensive positions and when the artiliery illumnation
capability in that area of operations is very limited, the need for self-i lul.-
nation may very easily arise. Should the artillery illumination capability be
over-extended at any time by illumination requests for the NDP's, the unit vithout
a self-illumination capability may find itself not abic to illuminate its perimeter
in case of attack.

(c) RECOMMENATION: ,n 81MM mortar may be procured and a crew
easily trained to fire illumination only. Once a crew is trained, the individuals
can be placed on stand-by during the night to provide immediate illumination
should artillery illuminction not be available. The addition of four mortar crews
per heavy artillery battalion is also recommended as a modification of the TOE
for heavy artiller, units engaged in Vietnam.

d. Orinizatign. None.

e. a , None.

f. Loaisticg, None.

* Corr:m2nico=. None.

5"
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CONFIDENTIAL
.ThaMJCT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 8th Battalion (175W4/8 Il1H)(SP),
.' th Artillery, Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(U).

h. MaterIal. None.

i. Other. None.

i hci ROSS E. DMAN
LTC, FA
Conmanding

* -5.2 CUSARPAC, ATTN: CPOP-DIT
-G, USARV, ATTN: AMHGC (DST)

4-CG, XIV Corps, ATN: AVII-GCT
2%C0, 108th Ixty Gp., ATTN: AVIID-C .',-CO, 8th Bn, 4th Arty, AMTN: AVIIDD-C

I

Best Available Copy ..
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AVIID-c (5 May 1970) lot nmd
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 8th Battalon (175nW/ inch) .

(SP), 4th Artillery, Period Endi.ng 30 April 1970, }C CFOR-65
(R2) (U)

DA, icaCquartors, 108th Artillery Group, APO San Francisco 96269, 18 L.,t 1970

TC Con-andiAg General, xxIV Corps Artillery, -T"N: .VII-AC, .YG zn 

Fra;ncisco 96349

1. The ORLL of the 8th Battalion, 4th Artillery is forwarded i accordance

'.:ith AR 525-15.

4. Concur i!ith recoi. endtiens m-de in paraGra.h 2.

WILL : A. SPn;

I -J, FA
,-djutant

AVII-ATCO (5 May 1970) 2d Ind

DA, Headquarters, XXIV Corps Arty, APO 
San Francisco 96349, 31 May 1970

TO: Comiudins General, XXIV Corps, ATTI: 
AVII-GCT, APO San Francisco

96349 
*

1. The OtLL of the 8th Battalion, 4th Artillery 
is forwarded in accordance

with AR 525-15.

2. This headquarters concurs with the 
report.

FO TO CONSNAW :

MiAl,IA A
Adjutant

I
7 Best Avils~ Or!

i
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AVHWG-DS (5 May ") 4th Ind
SUBIJTi Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 8th Battalion (?75MM/8 INCH)

(SP), 4th Artillery, Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65
(R2 )(U)

HeadquarterE, United States Army Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96)75 ' .- '3

TO: Comzander in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATITN GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1970 from Headquarters, 8th
Battalion ('75MM/8 INCH) (SP), 4th Artillery and ccncurs with comments
of Indorsing headquarters.

2. Reference item concerning "Marking Perimeters at Fire Based", page 4,
paragraph 2c(I)i concur. It is essential that the perimeters of FSBs
under attack be accurately identified to ARA and gunship support. Fuel
containers used as mentioned are a good field expedient; however, they
require daily checks to insure they are full of fuel, trip flare mountings
must be checked, and they must be protected from water contamination during
the monsoon season. The distress light marker (FSN 6230-067-5209) is
authorized by current TOE (2 per Arty Btry and 13 per Inf Co) and can
also be used for perimeter marking.

FOR THE COMMANDER

0cI, W~ c ,ev~4q Jr.

XXIV Corps
8th Bn, 4th Arty

i i i i i i i9
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CONFIDENTIAL
Inclosure 1 (Organization List) to Opertional Report - Lessons Learned, 8th Bat-
talion (17W/8 =)(SP), 4th Artillery, Period &xding 30 April 1970, RGS
C.MI-65 (R2)(u).

HEADQCLERTS, 8Th BATTALION, 4Th LRTL1Y

Or~anic tI±ts

Headquarters and Headquarters Bzttery

Service Battery

Battery 1.

Battery B

Battery C

No assigned or attached units.

8th 1n
4th Arty

irn Firing

i~ 1 !
BBr

CONFIDENTIAL
mnc i /I,
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CONFIDENTIAL
H., OACSFOR, DA, Wa5hington, D.C. 20310 lb Iov-

4
SAltPon, IrTLEI

Operational Report - Lessons Learned, HQ, 8th Battalion, 4th Artillery

A OSSCAU.YV- Notes (MR111 * wPor t d ich..I.e &ele)

Y~eriences of unit envlajed in coun erinmu-kencv operationb, I Feb 70 to 30 Aor 70.
$Aw.omsll (it miiddw, 1l 1los me -)

CO, 8th Battalion, 4th Artillery

REPORT OATU Vo. TOTAL NO OF PAOE 1.0-o mp

5 May 1970 14
. COMIYRACT V. O - .A PAO. OI-NATOR'S REPO- NUM&ERIS)

* *-oJccT -o 702028N/A

ob. OTIE REPORT NO($S) (Any oler nobie ch* mr be .. olIpod
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N/A OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310
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