UNCLASSIFIED

AD NUMBER

AD510168

CLASSIFICATION CHANGES

TO: unclassified

FROM: confidential
LIMITATION CHANGES

TO:

Approved for public release, distribution
unlimited

FROM:

Controlling DoD Organization. Assistant
Chief of Staff for Force Development
[Army] Washington, DC 20310.

AUTHORITY

GDS, DoD 5200.1-r; AGO D/A ltr, 11 Jun
1980

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED




DAD 5260.1-R & EXECUTIVE GRDER 11852



SECURITY
MARKING

The classified or limited status of this repert applies
to each page, unless otherwise marked.
Separate page printouts MUST be marked accordingly.

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18,
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794. THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF

{Xg CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U. S. Government
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to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
or perm15s1on to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

IN REPLY REFER TO

AGDA (M) (14 Jul 70) FOR OT UT 702028 22 July 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 8th Battalion,
4th Artillery, Period Ending 30 April 1970 (U)

.y

H H M R S N S
Thic material contains infovmetine oiivoing

the retinol defemae of tha 1700 4 reien
sevt e o f Ve Curs
S Al of Ll o 78
SEE DISTRIBUTION vl ) ot o C
(Tila 1, LD, netians VTG G Y,
G g oo et e voe ot~ svhieh dn
anw reo s oo unauthorized person s

prehibifed Ly law.
1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance
with paragraph 4b, AR 525-15. 1Information of actions initiated as a
result of subject report should be forwarded to ACSFOR OT UT within 90
days of receipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate
benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and
may be adapted for use in developing training material.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

I Incl
as Colonel,

Acting The Adjutant General
DISTRIBUTION:

Commanding Generals
US Continental Army Command
US Army Combat Developments Command
US Army Materiel Command
Commandants
US Army War College
US Army Command and General Staff College
US Army Armor School
US Army Aviation School
US Army Combat Surveillance School
US Army Electronic Warfare School

US Army Englneer School Regraded unclassified when separated

US Army Field Artillery School .
US Army Infantry School from classified inclosure.

US Army Institute for Military Assistance
US Army Ordnance School
US Army Signal School

CONFIDENTIAL

Best Avzilable Ccp

o i R R RS Bt SRl e e o e RV R M B B (LSRR

EERCEORNpTeTY

ES
3
b

X
¥
19
s

% Wt

PR

EITY K SR I o E AT N

w

e BT i R B o

U AR A AR S s b




v

CONFIDENTIAL

"RTBUTION (Cont vd)
Aprmy Southeastern Sipgnal sch
Army Transportation tchool

ot

.es turnished:
vi1oe, Chiet of Sraff, Ub Army
cats Chiets of Statt
ol Research and Devetopment
Lant ohiefs of Staff
N mbmeerb
Py Listant for Southeast RS Y
Lo, hcfense Research & Enpiuce
Joint Chiefs of staff
Ladunt of the Marine Corps
S Locumentation Center
o Project RAND
cananding Officers
“5 Arwy limited War Laboratory
sy Logistics, Doctrine Systems N Readiness Agency
craee Mobility Equipment Hewe 1roi o bevelopment Center

obattalbton, 4th AXLI]‘\.K)

FETSINY

[N

CONFIDENTIAL

est Ava:lab,e Co

R AR e R s e e “?‘M.‘g‘@‘ﬂﬁ B R

Bk e B 5
Rkl U 3 R a1 4 )

Fe o S Sria e o e e B
25 RREES: L PO R T L R R

a4
&

RO T R e

TR T PR A MR £

Py
S
}’f
i
i

-

el A ;% .

L




CONFIDENTIAL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, STH BATTALION (175MM/8 DNCH)(SP), LTH ARTILLERY
APO Sen Francisco 96269
AVLIDD-C 5 May 1970

SUBJECT: Operstional Report-Lessons Learned, 8th Battalion {175M4/8 INCH)(SP),
Lth Artillery, Pericd Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(U).

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. (C) Operations: Significant Activities.
a. Qeneral
(1) The 8th Battalion, 4Lth Artillery arrived in the Republic of Vietnam
on 12 August 1967. The battallon has continuously engaged in combat operations
since 15 August 1967.
(2) This is the eloventh Operationzl Report sutmitted by this organization.
(3) Organizational list and structure are attached as Inclosure 1.
b. Histordcal Data

(1) Deployment and status of the 8th Battalion, 4th Artillery and its
subordinate elements at the beginning of the reporting period (1 Feb 70) were as
followst:

UNIT LQCATION MISSION AND STATUS

8/L GS-Rein 5th Battalion
4th Artillery

HHB/8/L ¥D223587 (Dong He)

SVC/8/4 YD223587 §Dong Ha)

A/8/4 YD062545 (Camp Carroll)

B/8/L YD13261,1 éFSB C-2)

c/8/y YD119699 (FSB A-L)

(2) On 5 February 1970 Battery B retubed one platosn from 8" to 175MM
after having changed to 8" on 29 and 30 Jamary 1970.

(3) On 5 February 1970 this unit began a TET cease fire at 1800 hours.
The cease fire terminated 061800H February 1970 without incident.

(4) On 12 February 1970 Battery A retubed cne howitzer from 8" to 175MM.
{5) On 13 February 1970 Battery A retubed one other howitzer from 8" to

175MM.
FOR OT oT nov:(eunn AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
LASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
70202F CONFIDENTIAL 5D DiR 5200.10
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CONFIDENTIAL

.JBJUCT:  Operational Report-—Lewcr, Learned, 6th Dattalion (175MM/8 INCH)(SP),
ot Artillery, Period Ending 30 aApril 1970, HCS CSFOR~65 (R2)(U).

son agssumed command of the 8th

N

(6) O©On 14 February 19790 LIC i.co
Lot ien, 4th Artdllery from LIC Isawc DL Sdih.

(7) On 17 February 1970 CCL Zey, 02, 08th Artillery Group fired the
S oot pound for C/8/4 An combit cpectioos i Vietnom.

Dy

{8) On 18 February 1970 CG&f 5o, 0. i0dth Gp, was briefed concerning
WV Heavy Artillery Trainia: ¢o or mo2ooevod by this battalion.
y) On 22 February 197C tnio wwt wceived a change in mission from
. arty Gp. The mission was chonpee o seacval support of XXIV Corps, . '
_nilrcing 101st Alrborne Divisiun fuil., <otillesy, lst ARVN Division Artillery,
©oLih Bottalion, fth Artillery. -
{10) On 23 February 1970 this w:il begun its firet XXIV Corps Fire
Cirection Officers School. Tive students wove graduated on 28 February.
f11) On 25 February 1977 7.& . Beadberry, a heavy artillery raid,
watienced,
(12) On 26 February 1970 Tuaus ¥orce lwadberry terminated. The rald was
- successful and a compLete Ao a0h. o repoit was forwarded to higher
Gaefers,
{13) On 3 March 197C u!"l o ries charmels were revised to provide
: - cormunications between 5/Y Arin wd fhis upit., This unit remains responsive
tooluSth Arty Gp for general support missions.

(14) On 16 March 1970 ¥XiV Corps Fire Direction Officer Course 2-70
3 On 21 March four students were graduated.

{15) On & April 1970 Z¥IV i..ps r.-.ard Tbserver School 1-70 began.

. 1. April seven students were gravuauod.
{(16) On 15 April 1970 Lattuwry A reiubed two nowitzers from 3" to 175MM
{17) On 20 April 1970 XXIV Corps Fire Direction Officer School 3-70
o Tight students were graduatsd on 27 April 1970.
(18) During the reporting rericd, Headauarters, A, and B Batteries
wived satisfactory vatings from ti. i1V Corps Command Maintenance Management
inoecvion team.
vi5) During the reporting -
poened s best bo ol gunners and acaloniad
(20) During the reperting pericd thiz hsttalion and its units came
Lnder enemy attacks by fire 46 times. '
(21) During the reporting period this b:italion destroyed 140 bunkers
- credited with 101 eneny KIS wun Uil
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CONFIDENTIAL

SURJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 8th Battalion (175MM/8 INCH)(SP),
Lth Artillery, Period Ending 30 April 1979, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(U). ‘

(22) turing the reporting pericd this battalion continued its progress
in development of the ARVN Heavy Artillery Training Program. The training program
itself, lesson plans, snd a prepared briefing have been translated into Vietnamese.

(23) Missions and rounds fired during the reporting peried:

SATERX TERUARE. MARC APRLL
A/8/L 1326 msn 4902 rds 1036 msn 3722 rds 1099 msn 3984 rda
B/&/1, 922 msn 3305 rds 820 msn 2106 rds 940 msn 3763 rds

c/8/L 90 man 468 rds 10%1 msn 4748 rds 1411 msp 6222 rds
Totals: 3218 msn 12675 rds 2867 msn 10576 ds 3L50 man 14 rds

(24) The cumulative total of rounds fired by this battalion since
arrival in country through 302400H April 1970 is 289,760.

(25) Deployment and status of the 8th Basttalion, 4th Artillery and its
subordinate units ot the end of the reporting period (30 April 1970) were as
foliows:

UNIT LOCATION MISSION AND STATUS
8/L GS-XXIV Corps, Rein 101st

Airborne Division (AMBL)
Artillery, lst ARVN Division
Artillery, and 5th Battalion,

4th Artillery
HHB/8/4; YD223587 (Dong Ha)
sve/8/4 ¥D223587 (Dong Ha)
A/8/L YD062545 (Camp Carroll)
B/8/L - ¥D132641 (FSB C-2)
c/8/4 YD119699 (FSB A-L)

¢c. Trailning: In sddition to continuing its normal 24 hour operational
capabllity, this battalion conducted a total of 156 hours of scheduled tralning
for all personnel. Imphasis was placed on gutamatic weapons training, replacement

training, and training for gunners and assistant gunners. A battalion firing
battery inspection team continued its operations.

d. Observation: During this reporting period this battalion provided eight
forward observer teams to ground forces in Northerm I Corpa. These teans,
consisting of a forward observer, a recon sergeant, and a radio telephone operator,
included gssignments to Special Forces elaments, 2nd ARVN Regiment, 101st Airbome
Division (AMEL), and three permsnent assignments to 3/5th Cavalry Squadron.

e. Logistics:

(1) During the reporting period this battalion was engaged in extensive
ares improvement and a building program at Camp Carrcll. Personnel buicers and
2 large unit mess hell were completed. Battalion headquarters moved into a new
icer.

INCL

(3
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CONFIDENTIAL

JUBJWCT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 8th Battalion (175MM/8 INCH)(SP),
Lth Artillery, Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(U).

(2) Average Daily Deadline Rate for the reporting period were computed
uring the number of vehicles on hand, with the exception of wheeled vehicles.
i deadline rate for wheeled vehicles was computed utilizing the number of
vehilcles authorized. The average daily deadline rates were as follows:

el PER_CENT
o Artillery, 175MM and 8 INCH 10.2 %
vther Tracked Vehicles 31.1 %
.mecled Vehlcles 14.3 4
A0 Generators 11.6 ¢

. Civic Action: This battalion maintained four MEDCAPS at Duong Luong,
.. .37, Dal Do, and Dong Ha City and added one during the reporting period at
.:< Linh. The first four MEDCAPS were established in August and November 1968,
«d tvo in March 1969. During the reporting period, a total of 2500 patients were
roeoated.  In addition to treating the patients, the MEDCAPS included distribution
.7 clothing, soap, and candy to the Vietnamese people.

¢. Porsonnel and Administration:

(1) Strength at the end of period (30 fpril 1970)

AUTHORIZED ASSIGNED

Orw ’ 37 33
0 6 6
SUL 522 21 .
rocats % % -

(2) Significant Shortsges at the end of period (30 April 1970)
hlo TITIE AUTH ASG
.,.10  Cannoneers 208 182
L. R20  Cooks 29 25
13340  Chief of Section & Gunners 52 18

(3) Casualties: Two WIA in Battery ., two WIA in Battery B, and two WIA
in Battery C as a result of enemy action.

(C) Lessons ed: Co der's Observations tions

{Eécomenda:r,ions.
a. Personnel. None.
b. Intelligence. None.
¢. Omerations.
(1) Marldng Perimeters at Fire Bases

(4) .
CONFIDENTIAL et Available Copy
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CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 8th Battalion (175MM/8 INCH)(SP),
Lth ;rtilleiy, Period fnding 30 /pril 1070, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2){U).

{a) OBSERVATION: During enesy ground attacks at night on fire
support bases it is many times very difficult for air support elements to
accurately determine the edge of the friendly perimeter from the alr.

{(b) ZIVALUATION: ./lthough ARA and gunships are avallable for
defense of fire support bases, their inability to accurately fix the friendly
perimeter mgy decrease their effectiveness considerably. This inability may
often result in accidentsl friendly casualties or mgy cause the gunships to refuse
to fire close~in support.

(c) RECOMMIUDATION: Artillery ammmnition cannisters, preferably
an or 175MM, may be filled with diesel fuel and buried up to their rims along the
edge of the defensive perimeter about 20 meters outside the interior wire and from
10 to 20 meters apart. These can then be ignited by a commgnd fired trip flare
munted over the carnister of diesel to provide an excellent perimeter marking
device. These "pots" burn in excess of eight hours once ignited and may be
imnediately ignited at the first indication of a ground attack or probe. Once
ignited, these pots will burn throughout the night outlining the fire base for
supporting air as well as providing s substantial amount of ground illumination.

(2) Seclf-INurination Capability at Firc Support Bases

(a) OBSFRVATION: For units without an organic illumination
capability in locations where there is a very limited amount of artillery with an
illumination capability, difficulty sometimes arises in response time for requested
illumination.

(b) EVALULTION: Units in falrly permanent fire bases not defended
by an infantry unit or some force with the specific designated task of base defense
many times have no self-illumination capsbility. Vhen there are many small units
in the field in night defensive positions and vhen the artillery illumination
capebility in that area of operations is very limited, the need for self-illumi~
nation may very easily arise. Should the artillery illumination capability be
over-extended at any time by illumination requests for the NDP's, the unit without
a self-illumination capability may find itself nct able to illuminate its perimeter
in case of attack.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: ,n B1MM mortar may be procured and a crew
easily trained to fire illumination only. Once a crew is trained, the individuals
can be placed on stand-by during the night to provide immediste illumination
should artillery illuminction not be available. The addition of four mortar crews
per heavy artillery battalion is also recommended as a modification of the TOE
for heavy artillerw units cngaged in Vietnam.

d. Organization. None,
e. Irgining. None.

f. legistics. None.

r. Commnicgtions. None,
5
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CONFIDENTIAL

SUDJECT: Operationsl Report-lLessons Learned, 8th Battalion (175MM/8 INCH)(SP),
Lth Artillery, Period Ending 30 /pril 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(U).

h. Materigl. None.

i. Other. None.

(A A
L Incl ROSS E. DUNCAN
LTC, FA

Commanding

TR IBUTIONS

~INCUSARPAC, ATIN: CPOP-DT

UG, USARV, ATTN: AVHGC (DST)

4-0G, XXIV Corps, ATTNS AVII-GCT
12-C0, 108th frty Gp., ATTN: AVIID-C
»-C0, 8th Bn, 4th Arty, ATTN: AVIIDD-C
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AVIID-C (5 May 1970) 1st Ind :
Lessons Learned, 8th Battalion (175mm/8 inch)

SUBJECT: Operational Report -
(SP), 4th Artillery, Period #ndizg 3C april 1970, HGS CFOR-65

(R2) (V)

Da, acalyuartors, 108th artillery Group, aPO 3an Francisco 96269, 1€ iy 1970

1G:  Commanding General, XXIV Corps artillery, LN  aVII-alC, 4PU en
Fruncisco 96349

1. ‘The ORLL of the €th Battalion, 4th artillery
with aR 525-15.

Concur vith recows endutincns rde in paragradh Ze

is forwarded in accordance

S e St b g 205 3

Lo

FCr ‘I8 COMMANDER:

Wotlotun e

WILLIAL As SPIN

-
S T g B o 41 0 A S T RN B L
. .

MaJ, Fa
«djutant
AVII-ATCO (5 May 1970) 2d Ind H
2
DA, Headquarters, XXIV Corps Arty, APO San Prancisco 96349, 31 May 1970 j
TO: Commsading General, XXIV Corps, ATTN: AVII-GCT, APO San Francisco :
96349
1. The ORLL of the 8th Battalionm, 4th Artillery is forwarded in accordance
with AR 525-15. )
2. This headquarters concurs with the report. %
POR THE COMMANDER: g
honk S }§f
CRARLES S. REVERLY ;3
Adjutant :
7
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AVHGC-DST (5 May 70) 4th Ind

SUBJECT: Cperational Report-Lessons Learned, 8th Battalion (!75MM/8 INCH)
éSP%E l)nh Artillery, Pertod Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65
R2 (U

Headgquarters, iUnited States Army Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96375 PR

TC: Commander in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-IT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Leseons Learned
for the quarterly pericd ending 30 April 1970 from Hsadquarters, 8th
Battalion (*75MM/8 INCH) (SP), 4th Arti.lery and ccncurs with comments
of indoreing headquarters.

2. Reference iterm concerning "Marking Perimeters at Fire Bases”, page 4,
paragraph 2c(1)1 concur. It is essential that the perimeters of FSBs
under attack be accurately identified to ARA and gunship support. Fuel
containers used as mentioned are a good fleld expedient; however, they
require daily checks te insure they are full of fuel, trip flare mountings
must be chetked, and they must be protected from water contamination during
the monsoon season. The diestress light marker (FSN 6230-067-5209) is
authorized by current TOE (2 per Arty Btry and 13 per Inf Co) and can

alsoc be used for perimeter marking.

FOR THE COMMANDER

’

L ) /,_ /
//% S G
Clat W Seovens Jr.
Cof i
Cy fum: Bssion.  Sujuinl LEMEO

XXIV Corpms
8th Bn, 4th Arty
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CONFIDENTIAL

Inclosure 1 (Orgenization List) to Operstional Report - Lessons Leamed, 8th Bat~
talion (175MM/8 DXCI)(SE), sth Artillery, Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS

F'm —

CSPOR-65 (R2)(U).

HEADQUARTERS, 8TH BATTALION, 4TH .RTTILLERY

or e t3
Headquarters and Headgquarters Bettery
Service Battery
Battery .
Battery B
Battery C

No assigned or attached units.

H
8th Bn
Lth Arty

Firing Firing

Incl 1

Btry
175MM r‘ WY
B
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