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 CONFIDENTIAL

1. (U-FOUO) INTRODUCTION.

a. Coverage. This report addresses the operational effectiveness of
the Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARW), the Vietnamese Air Force (VNAF),
and the Vietnamese Navy (VNN) during 4th Qtr CY 69. The Vietnamese Air Force
(VNAF) portion of the report is published as Part II. The status and per-
formance of Regional and Popular Forces (RF/PF) are covered in separate re-
ports, the most comprehensive of which is the MACCORDS Territorial Forces
Evaluation System (TFES) Monthly Evaluation Summary Report.

b. Data and Information Sources. Operational statistics are derived
from the SEER Monthly Operational Statistics Reports submitted to MACV by
S advisors assigned to ARVN/VNMC units. Significant problem areas are
reported quarterly by corps senior advisors., Assessments of effectiveness
of each ARVN and VNMC unit are derived from advisors' responses to the SEER
juarterly questionnaire. Environmental data is obtained from MACJZ and
friendly force strength data from MACJ1, Input for the naval forces portion
of this report is received from the Commander, U.S. Naval Forces, Vietnam,
and the Senior Naval Advisor to the Vietnamese N: y, in the form of monthly
and quarterly reports.

c. Factors Influencing Performance. Many factors, such as differences
in terraln, size of areas, enemy/friendly density, level of activity, weather,
and tactics employed by opposing forces affect the results as shown in this
report. .

2. (C-NOFORN) SUMMARY OF PERFORMANCE,
i

a. Effectiveness.

(1) Allocation of Effort. The level of effort devoted to combat
operations has doubled since early 1968, reaching a high of 50 percent by
the end of 1969, Time spent on combat operations during the quarter in
creased while time on security decreased. Training time has shown a sig-
nificant increase from 3.1 percent in the third quarter’to 6.8 percent in
the fourth quarter. In November, JGS placed major emphasis on reducing
pacification operations by ARVN organizations in II, III, and IV Corps,
with replacement by RF/PF units. Initial improvement has been noted.

(2) Contacts and Enemy Initiated Incidents. Country-wide enemy
contacts remained considerably lower than in early 1969.and below second
and third quarter levels. -The proportion of contacts with enemy units of
platoon and smaller size continued high as the enemy remained fragmented.
Contacts with battalion-size units, which were high in IV Corps last quar-
ter, decreased. A substantial increase in battalion-size contacts occurred
in IT Corps during the Bu Prang/Duc Lap engagements. Enemy initiated inci-
dents declined during the year, with the third and fourth quarters at about

the same level. P\
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(3) Operational Results. Results in the fourth quarter in terms
of enemy killed increased over the third quarter, with II Corps showing
significant improvement. Enemy captured and surrendered decreased slightly.
I Corps %ills dropped due to the 51st Regiment and 1st Division, while the
2d Division continued highest in-country. The Marines showed the greatest
improvenent in enemy eliminated in the fourth quarter. The ARW manuever
battalion kill ratio decreased slightly from 4.7 to 4.5. Cache finds of
weapons decreased from the previous quarter to 902--a low for the year.
Amounts of food and ammnition discovered increased, with best results in
III Corps and by the Airborne Division.

(4) Effectiveness. US advisors' uassessment of ARVN/VNMC operational
effectiveness Increased gradually during 196%. I Corps units have been rated
particularly high for the past four quarters, as have some special units
(Alrborne and Marines).

{5) Training. The total time spent by ARVN batttalions on in-place
training increased siightly during 1969 but still remains low. During the
fourth quarter, 53 percent of the advisors in the field evaluated training
conducted to improve combat skills as effective; only seven percent rated

it as ineffective. There has also been a gradual increase in the average
and above average category ratings of the training of company grade officers
and unit NOs. During 1969 over one-third of the ARVN/VNMC battalions re-
ceived refresher training meeting the JGS requirements. An accelerated pro-
gram to provide increased refresher training in 1970 is planned.

(6) Unit Performance., Highlighted during the quarter as top per-
formance units were the 2d, 25th, 9th, 1st, and Marine Divisions.

b. Problem Areas.

(1) Leadership. Although ARVN's effectiveness continues to show
steady improvement, the chronic shortage of competent leaders limits the
rate of progress. TForty-two percent of advisors to ARVN battalions reported
weak officer/NCO leadership in their units during the fourth quarter. This
deficiency reveals itself in many ways, the most serious of which is the
lack of aggressiveness demonstrated by many organizations. For example, dur-
ing fourth quarter advisors to 27 of ARVN's 133 infantry battalions reported
that the units were not aggressive when in contact with the enemy. Leader-
ship improvement is receiving priority attention from advisors, and the
emphasis on quality rather than quantity during Phase III I§M should provide
the personnel stability needed to raise the quality of ARVN's officers and
NCOs. The "New Horizons' training program to improve administration, logis-
tics, leadership, and political war{are techniques in ARVN units should pro-
duce improvement in the less effective units,

(2) Maneuver Battalion Strength. Despite the overall increase in
the assigned strength of ARVN during the year little improvement has been
noted in the understrength conditions of maneuver battalions. The assigned

CONFIDENTIAL
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strength ot ARVN 1ntantry battaiions increased by 5,188 in the fuurth quar-
ter, but is still below authorized levels. The shortage in maneuver units
amounts to a deficit of approximately 23 infantry battalions. Related to
the strength problem are ARVN desertion rates which were down from 1968,
kut still high at 14.9 per 1000 per month in 1969,

(3) Casualties Due to Mines and Booby Traps. Approximately 30
percent of ARVN/VRMC casualties during the Iast three quarters were caused
by mines and booby traps.

(4) Logistics. Problems are being solved rapidly but some items,
such as water trailers and heavy engineer equipment, remain in short supply.
Helicopter support is inadequate for large scale RVNAF airmobile operations.
The quality and quantity of dependent housing continues to be a major prob-
lem not subject to rapid solution. The dependent housing self-help program
still lacks construction material. Twenty-eight percent of advisors assess
ARVN dependent housing worse than that provided in the Chieu Hoi Program.
Stock shortages continue to limit the effectiveness of the commissary system.

(5) Training. Extra attention is still needed toward all aspects
of training so that the maximum qualitative improvement in ARVN/VNMC forces
can be realized. Advisors report that the unalysis of the training situation
by division, regimental, and battalion G3/83 sections and the training pro-
grams they develop and implement are a major pioblem area. Some gradual
improvement is indicated in the on-site training being conducted. Approxi-
mately seven hours of in-place training per week is prescribed for ARW
battalions but only 23 percent of the advisors reported that the units
achieved this standard during the fourth quarter.

(6) Ineffectiveness Within Division, Regimental and Battalion Staffs.
A considerable number of advisors report GZ2/52 and G3/83 functions ineffective,
but considerable improvement has been reported in preparation of training
programs and in operaticns planning in infantry battalions. A greater per-
centage of advisors report ineffectiveness within battalion staffs than with-
in regimental and division staffs.

(7) Intelligence. ARW battalions have not displayed effective ef-
fort in collecting intelligence information. This function is critical to
effective combat action, and reflects a major probiem requiring increased
attention. The intelligence functions at all staff levels are reported as
a major staff problem.

(8) Unit Performance. The 42d and 51st Regiments and the 18th and
7th Divisions displayed Tow perfommance during the fourth quarter. The
major problem in the 51st and 42d Regiments are operational employment. The
recent employment of the 51st Regiment on extensive combat operations is an
indication of possible improvement in this regiment.

CONFIDENTIAL
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3. (C-NOFORN) ARMY AND MARINE FORCES EVALUATION.

a. Environmental Aspects. On the following pages are environmental
conditions and characteristics for each corps. These conditions are con-
sidered important in analyzing results and performance of ARVN/VNMC units.
Charts 1, 2, 3, and 4 show the average numbers of enemy and friendly maneu-
ver battalions present in the DTA during the fourth quarter, relative
strengths of maneuver elements, and enemy and friendly density in each
DTA. 1/ Friendly strengths are subdivided to show FWMAF, ARVN, and RF/PF.
Enemy” strengths are subdivided to show NVA/VC infantyy and guerrilla ele-
ments. Arrows indicate previous quarter strengths. Enemy strength is com-
puted to include all enemy maneuver elements less headquarters.

I/ Maneuver battalions include ARVN armored cavalry squadrons.
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(ONDITIONS

Terrain

Weather

Population
GVN Control

Enemy
Forces

Friendly
Forces
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I_CORPS ENVIRONMENT
CHARACTERISTICS

The Chaine Annamitique Mountains dominate the area. Rain
forests covering the mountains offer refuge to the enemy.

In the west, the Chaine Annamitique grades into rolling up-
land plains, with altitudes between 1500 and 3000 feet
above sea level. In the east, the mountains drop off sharp-
ly to narrow coastal plains.

The onset of the northeast monsoon brought about a general
increase in cloudiness during the quarter. Several stations
experienced very heavy rainfall during October with Hue/Phu
Bai recording 21.65 inches in a 24 hour period on 5 Oct and
a total of 75.06 inches for the month., Both November and
December were marked by mostly cloudy skies which were ac-
companied by fog and extended periods of light rain or
drizzle. Flying conditions were good for 31 days, marginal
for 13 days and poor for 48 days.

About 2,998,200 (17.0% of the naticnal population)
Relatively secure: Hamlets 87.3%; Population 92.3%

TYPE OF AVG NO, CHANGE IN AVG NO, OF
_UNIT OF BNS BNS FROM LAST QTR
NVA 63 +7
VOMF 7 -1
VCLF 7 0
Sappers 21 2

98 +8

The total enemy strength increased about three percent from
last quarter. The 11th DTA has the highest enemy density in-
country

The total friendly strength decreased slightly from the third
quarter. A new ARW artillery battalion was deployed. FWMAF
battalions decreased by nine from last quarter reflecting the
redeployment of US forces. Regional Forces and Popular Forces
increased by 3097 and ARW increased by 1744, which nearly
offset tne US reduction.
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11 CORPS ENVIRONMENT

(HARACTERISTICS

The largest of the corps wreas, I1 Corps, is characterized

by very diverse features consisting of coastal plains, nigh-
land plateaus, mountains and dense jungles. The arca is, for
the most part, sparsely populated and underdeveloped.

Coastal 1I Corps experienced the same general weather pattemn

as I Corps, although rainfall was slightly morc erratic in nature.
The highlands saw an overall decrease in cloudiness and rain-
showers., Precipitation decreased to negligible amounts during
the last two months. Fog and stratus were frequently observed

in valleys during the early moming hours., Flying conditions

on the coast were good for 36 days, murginal for 16 days, and
poor for 40 days. In the highlands conditions were good for

75 days, marginal for two days and poor for 15 days.

The majority of the population of about 3,080,400 (17.6% of
the national total) is settled along the coast. Qui Nhon and
Nha Trang are the major cities of the coastal area. The popu-
lation inland is largely Montagnard.

Relatively secure: Hamlets 88.8%; Population 94.6%

TYPE OF AVG NoO. (HMANGE IN AVG NO. OF
UNIT OF BNS BNS FROM LAST QTR
NVA 22 +1
VOMF 4 0
VCLF 12 -1
Sappers b +2

47 +2

The total enemy strength increased about 27 percent from
last quarter, but the 23d DTA continues to have the lowest
enemy troop density of all the DIAs and STZs.

The 24th STZ has the lowest friendly troop density of all the
DTAs and STZs. The total friendly strength increased about

two percent from last quarter, Popular Forces and Rcgional
Forces increased by 2,371, ARVN/WMC forces increased slightly,
but still remained lowest of all Corps. IWMAF showed little
change.
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h IIT CORPS [NVIRONMENT
CONDITIONS (HARACTERIST1GS
Terrain The 1IT Corps arca is onc of transition. The southern por-

tion consists of rich, flat lands which flood during the
rainy scason. In the eastern regions, there are mangrove
swamps, dense forests, and rubber plantations. In the
northwestern areas the terrain becomes mountainous with ele-
vations up to 1500 feet.

Weather October produced typical southwest monsoon rainshowers and
thunderstorms over the Corps. November brought a marked
decrease in cloudiness and precipitation though scattered
light rainshowers and isolated thunderstowms did occur on
several days. Flying conditions were good for 87 days,
marginal for four days and poor for one day.

Population About 5,561,400 (31.7% of the national total)
GVN Control Relatively secure: Hamlets 90.7%; Population 97.8%
Enemy TYPE OF AVG NO. CHANGE IN AVG NO. OF
Forces UNIT OF BNS BNS FROM LAST QIR
! NVA 37 -1
; VOMF 33 +1
VCLF 6 -1
Sappers 14 0
90 -1

The total enemy strength decreased about four percent from
last quarter although the total number of battallons in-
creased by one.

Friendly The total friendly strength increased about five percent from
Forces last quarter (Friendly strength in the 33d DTA was adjusted
from 48,706 to 43,620 as previocusly reported in the 3d Qtr CY
' 69 MACV SEER Report). Two additional ARWN artillery battalions
and the 18th Cavalry Squadron were deployed during the quarter.
PWMAF battalions decreased by three reflecting the redeploy-
ment of US forces. The Regional Torces and Popular Forces
increased by 3,591 and ARVN/VNMC forces increased by 2,376,
PAMAF remained relatively constant.
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1V _CORPS LNVIRONMENT

CONDITIONS (HARACTERTSTICS
£
- Terrain 1V CTZ includes the Nelta of the Bassac and Mekeng Rivers.

The area is covered almost entirely with swamps, marshes and
rice fields. The shoreline is marked by long stretches of
mangrove swamps, beyond which mud flats stretch for some
distance at low tide. Nearly all of the Delta is less than
10 feet above sea level and the rise and fall of the tide is
noticeable in the rivers and canals throughout the area. The
: unimproved arcas of swamps, mangrove forest and jungle afford
] sanctuary to the enemy.

Weather The southern Corps weather pattemn was characterized by con-
tinuing rainshower and thunderstorm activity during October.
A significant decrease in both rainfall and cloudiness pro-

i duced basically good weather over the area during the last

" two months of the year. Flying conditions were good for 87

days, marginal for four days and poor for cne duy.

Population About 5,911,500 (33.75% of the nationul total)

GVN Control Relatively secure: Hamlets 77.9%; Population 87.1%

» Enemy TYPE OF AVG NO. (HANGE IN AVG NO. OF
s Forces _UNIT OF_BNS BNS FROM LAST QTR
NVA 3 +2
VOMF 20 +2
VCLE 16 -2
Sappers o +2
] 44 +4
Although enemy battalions increased by four there was an
. increase of only 3.3 percent in totil enemy strength since
last quarter., There was an increase in infiltration by NVA
forces.
‘ Friendly The Tien Giang DIA (7th Divisien) continues to have the

highest [riendly troop density of all the UTAs and STZs. The
total friendly strength increascd 6.7 percent from last quarter.
(Friendly strength in the 44th $TZ was adjustcd from 11,809

to 22,051 as previously reported in the 3d Qtr CY 09 MACV

SEER Report.) 7Two additional ARVN artillery battalions were
deployed. WMAF battalions have been reduced to zero in the
CTZ. RF and PF increased by 7,369 and ARWN increased by 3,252,
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b. Encmy Initiated Incidents. There has been a gencral decrease in
encnv initiated incidents throughout the year (Chart 5). Charts 6 through
49 illustrate the number and tvpe of incident directed against ARVN/WMC
wnits, by corps, during cach quarter of 1969, As the number of incidents
declined, night-time incidents, as u percentage of all incidents, increased.
Corps assessments are as tollows:

(1) I Corps. After the Tet-associated attacks of the first quar-
ter, incidents Hecilned radically throughout the y~ar. This trend follows
the general drop in all enemy activity in the corps, particularly in the
north~mm two provinces.

(2) II Corps. Though other types of incidents declined throughout
the year, attacks by fire increased after the first and second quarter drop.
These incidents are generally due to activity against friendly units in
Quang Duc Province in-the 23d DTA.

(3) IIl Corps. After experiencing the greatest number of incidents
in the first quarter, incidenis in IIT1 Corps dropped to almost the lowest
at the end of the year. Activity in the 32d DTA accounted for the higher
number of attucks by fire in the third quarter.

(4) 1V Corps. While activity has dropped throughout Vietnam, the
IV Corps incident Tevel has generally remained high. Daylight attacks still
comprise a large proportion of the incidents while the tendency in other
corps is toward night activity. Incidents have been about equally distri-
buted among the three divisions of the corps,

(5) Amex B contains a more detail>d tabulatioun of enemy initiated
incidents.

Chart &
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¢. Contacts., Lountry-wide, ARWN infantry units experienced a decreasc
in ecnemy contacts from 2,202 in the third quarter to 1,843 in the fourth
quarter (Chart 1001, The number of contacts with enemy units of platoon and
smaller size centinued relatively high, as the enemy remained fragmented, but
decreased slightly, The country-wide total of battalion size contacts chang-
cd very littie from the thirnd quarter, but the location shifted. 1 Corps
battalion size contacts doubled with all reported by the 2d Division. The
BU PRANG/DUC LAP operation accounted for most of the II Corps contacts.
Totul contacts in IV Corps decreased by only 20 percent, but battalion sizce
contacts dropped by 00 percent to 33, The 9th Division, which conducted
extensive operations in IV Corps, reported only four battalion size contacts.

lart o

4TH QTR CY 869
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d. Lffort.

. (1) Percent of Time Spent on Missions Country-wide. Chart 11 on the
next page shows the average battalion effort om missions country-wide for
ARVN/VNMC organizations during the past four quarters and Chart 12 shows
trends since 1968. The level of effort devoted to combat operations has
doubled since early 1968, to a high of 50 percent by the end of 1969. Time
spent on combat operations increased in the last quarter of 1969, but showed
little change over the year. Time spent on security missions decreased
slightly for the year. Time spent on reserve, training and rehabilitation
increased, with 6.8 percent devoted to training, a significant increase over,
the 3.1 percent for the third quarter. The Combined Campaign Plan, AR 145,
specifies that the main force for supporting RD is RF/PF units. In November
1969 emphasis by JGS was placed on reducing pacification effort by ARVN forces
and assigning these missions to RF/PF units. This primarily involved II,
111, and IV Corps where 23 battalions were conducting pacification. This
emphasis has been successful with reductions in all three corps.

(2) Percent of Time Spent on Missions Within Each Corps. Chart 13
on the next page shows a comparison of time spent on each mission, with an
indication of the change since last quarter.

(a) I Corps. Time spent on combat operations remained highest
in country, although it declined considerably since last quarter because of
the restrictive weather conditions. The time spent on combat operations by
the 51st Regiment was the second lowest in-country at 23 percent. The 51st
Regiment spent the most time on security (70 percent) of any ARVN organiza-
tion. No pacification effort was indicated; however, some of the combat
operations were closely allied to the pacification effort. I Corps units
are not normally placed under sector control which is a current requirement
under the pacification definition. (The definition has been changed to
elininate this requirement in 1970.)

(b) 1II Corps. Major command attention in II Corps continued
on pacification effort. Significant results were produced with II Corps
reaching its population security goals in the third quarter, one month ear-
lier than outlined in the 1969 accelerated pacification campaign plan. How-
ever, time spent on pacification declined significantly during the fourth
quarter due to the de-emphasis of pacification missions directed by JGS. II
Corps units, particularly the 22d Division, spent considerably less time on
combat operations than other corps units. The 42d Regiment placed emphasis on
training during the quarter devoting 17 percent of its time to this effort.

(c) III Corps. Time spent on combat operations increased for
the fifth consecutive quarter. Time on pacification decreased during the
quarter. The 5th Division recorded the most time spent on combat operations
(76 percent) of all major organizations.

(d) IV Corps. Time spent on combat operations increased again
The d

this quarter. 1visions averaged 10 percent of their time on training,
considerably more than any other corps.
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(3) Compariscn of Time Spent on Missions by Division or Regiment.
The table below shows the major organizatiecns with the most or JTeast time
on each mission. Complete data indicating time spent on each mission is
contained in Annex C.

TABLE 1

MISSION MOST TIME LEAST TIME
Combat QOperations 5th Div (76%) 22d Div (10%)
Security 51st Regt (70%) 9th Div (1%
Pacification-Active  25th Div (40%) 18th Div § 51st Regt (0%
Pacification-Static 22d  Div (52%) 1st, 5th, 18th Div §

51st Regt (0%
Reserve 2d  Div (12%) 51st Regt (0%)
Trainin 42d Regt (17%) 224 Div (2%)
Rehabilitation 9th Div (9%) 22d Div, 51st § 42d Regt  (0%)

Clure 13
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(4) Combined and Unilateral Combat Operations.

{a) Uffort (Chart 14).

L ARWN spent approximatcly the same proportion of time on
combined (AKVN and US) and unilateral combat operations in the fourth quarter
as in the previous quarters of 1969. ARVN spends little of its total combat
time on combined operations except in III Corps where it increased in the
third and fourth quarters. Most of the III Corps increase can be attributed
to the efforts of the corps commander in emphasizing the NONG TIEN (Progress
Together) Program in the 5th and 25th Divisions,

2 In I Corps only the 51st Regiment reported an increase
in combined operatIons, while the corps total decreased due partially to the
roedeployment of US forces and the reduced activity of the 1st and 2d Divisions.

3 In II Corps the 22d Division and 42d Regiment began to
operate with US unTts in the fourth quarter.

(b} Results {(Charts 15 and 16).

1 In I Corps the 51st Regiment obtained nearly all its
kills and an excellent kill ratio while on combined operations. This regi-
ment was the only I Corps unit devoting comparable time to combined and uni-
lateral operations and it produced better results on combined operations than
unilateral.

2 The 5th and 25th Divisions in III Corps also obtained a
high proportion of their kills and high kill ratios while on combined opera-
tions. In general, during the fourth quarter, ARVN units operating with
I8 units in IIT Corps obtained better results per battalion day of effort
than on unilateral operations.

3 ARW units continued to benefit from vperations with US
wnits although the kill results cbtained on these operations are not always
pronounced. Advisors regort that benefits from these operations have impor-
tant. long-range effects in improving leadership, combat operations and employ-
ment of combat support.
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Chart 17
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e. Results.

(1) Enemy Eliminated, Weapons Captured and Ratios. Chart 17 shows
the country-wide average battalion results attained by ARVN/VNMC in terms of
enemy eliminated (killed, captured, and surrendered), and weapcns captured
(excluding caches). In addition, friendly KIA and weapons lost are indicated
and the ratios of enemy KIA to friendly KIA and enemy weapons captured to
friendly weapons lecst. Enemy eliminated per battalion declined in each quar-
ter of 1969, while the kill ratio remained relatively constant except for a
drop in third quarter. The 2d Division and Marine Division obtained the
highest number of enemy eliminated and KIA during the quarter while the 1lst
and 2d Divisions captured the most weapons. The number of enemy weapons
captured per battalion also declined .ach quarter in proportion with the
lessened intensity of the conflict. Chart 19 on the next page shows the
enemy KIA figure per battalion for the corps and major organizations.

(2) US and GVN Regular Forces (ARVN/VNMC, VNAF, and VNN) Kill Ratio.
A comparison of US and GW forces kill ratios, based upon country-wide sta-
tistics (Measurcment of Progress Data) is shown on Chart 18. The ratio de-
picted by this chart for all GVN forces (5.8:1) is higher than the ARVN/VNMC
maneuver battalion kill ratio shown on Chart 14 (4.5:1). Both the US and
GVN ratios have increased steadily since 3d Qtr CY 68, reaching a high in
the 4th Qtr CY 69.

Chart 18
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(3) Caches. Chart 20 indicates caches of weapons, food and ammuni-
tion found by IC organizations country-wide during 1969. Cache finds
of weapons decreased throughout the year. Amounts of food and ammunition
discovered were also low in late 1969, but incrcased slightly in the fourth
quarter. The largest find of weapons was in IV Corps by the 7th Division
and ranger units. The 1st Division found 34 percent of all the amunition
while the 18th Division found 27 percent of all the food. The Airborne

Division did very well in both categories by finding 30 percent of the total.

CHART 20
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(4) Ambushes.

, (a) Chart 21 shows a comparison of corps results of friendly
ambushes, in terms of enemy KIA per standard battalion, during, 1969. I Corps
results were high all year, but showed a down-trend in the third and fourth
quarters, which was caused by the low results of the 5lst Regiment. II Corps'
peak in the second quarter was due to the 42d Regiment in-the Ben Het/Dak To
Campaign. I1 Corps has shown a decline since that time and was lowest among
corps in the fourth quarter. III Corps showed steady improvement thcoughout
the year becoming ARVN's second highest in the fourth quarter, while IV Corps

results, except for a drop in the second quarter, remained relatively the
same throughout the year.

(b) Chart 22 depicts the number of ambushes conducted by organi-
zations within each corps during the fourth quarter and results achieved, in
tems of enemy KIA per standard battalion.

1 I CTZ. The 2d Division with relatively few ambushes

killed 30 enemy per battalion. The division's total was 272 killed by ambush,
the most achieved by any ARVN division and almost one-third of the 2d Division's
total kills for the quarter. The lst Division and 51st Regiment were tclow

the ARVN average in both the mumber of ambushes conducted and enemy KIA.

2 1II CTZ. The 22d Division conducted over 1,500 ambushes
per battalion, the highest in-country, but killed fewer than the infantry
average. The 23d Division also conducted an above average number of ambushes
and achieved a below average number of kills, while the 4Zd Regiment was
below average in the number of ambushes conducted and enemy KIA.

3 III CTZ. The 5th Division achieved almost h~i€ of the
total division kills with ambushes. The number of ambushes ccidi_iod and
results achieved were above the ARVN average. The 25th Division conducted
about 1,200 ambushes per battalion and achieved 10.7 kills per battalion
(second highest in-country), while the 18th Division conducted an above
average number of ambushes and achieved a below average number of kills.

4 IV CTZ. IV Corps units conducted the least mumber of
ambushes during the fourth quarter. "

e The 7th and 9th Divisions were below
the ARVWN average in number of ambushes conducted and enemy kills (the 9th

Division was lowest in-country in each category). The 21st Division was
hqlow average in the number of ambushes conducted, however, the number of
kills achieved per battalion was third highest in-country.
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f. Combat Support.

(1) Country-wide. Chart 23 on the next page depicts combat support
provided to the iIC battalions over the last four quarters as ;eported
by battalion advisors. Tactical air and gunship support increased w1th a
proportionate increase in the amount provided by RVNAF resources. _Hellcopter/
fixed wing 1ift, MEDEVAC and aerial resupply support decreased during the
quarter; however, the proportionate share provided by RVNAF also increased
during this period. The majority of artillery support continued to be provid-
ed from within ARVN's own resources increasing to a high of 83 percent in the
fourth quarter. Amnex E provides complete combat :upport data for major
organizations and a per battalion share for each organization.

(2) Corps. Chart 24 shows the combat support provided to the ARVN.
battalions in each corps.

(a) I CTZ. Combat support employed by I Corps battalions de-
creased from the previous quarter, in each category, as shown by the chart.
RVNAF resources provided 89 percent of the artillery, 27 percent of the tacti-
cal air support, and ten percent of the MEDEVAC support. Within the corps,
the 1st Division received the most artillery support, with the 2d Division
receiving the greatest amount of support in all other categories.

(b) 1II CTZ. There was an increase in the artillery support
provided II Corps battalions during the fourth quarter. Within the corps,
the 23d Division and elements of the 47th Regiment received the greatest pro-
portion of this increase due to the Bu Prang/Duc Lap campaign. RVNAF resources
provided 73 percent of the artillery (an increase from the previous quarter)
and 15 percent of the helicopter 1lift. RVNAF provided 5 percent of the tac-
tical air support. Although this represents a decrease in the percentage of
tactical air sup ort provided by RVNAF durii: e previous quarter, *le
actual rriv of soties flcin, on a per battalion basis, incruased by over
200 percent.

(c) 1III CTZ. Combat support employed by III Corps battalions
decreased in each category from the previous quarter. There was a substan-
tial increase in the amount of artillery support used by the 5th Division
and a decrease in the amount provided to the 18th and 25th Divisions. Tacti-
cal air and helicopter lift support for the 25th Division almost doubled over
the previous quarter and reflected the high number of troop insertions made
by the 25th Division units. RVNAF resources provided 61 percent of the artil-
lery (an increase of 13 percent) and 36 percent of the tactical air support

(an increase of 6 percent). The artillery percentage, however, was lowest
among the corps.

(d) IV CTZ. There was a substantial increase in the amount of
artillery and tactical air support used by IV Corps battalions in the fourth
quarter. Except for tactical air support, IV Corps battalions received more
support than any other corps. Helicopter lift support was down 50 percent
from the previous quarter but still remained highest in-country. Within the
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corps, the 9th Division received the greatest amount of artillery support
{highest in-ceauntry) while the 7th Division received the greatest.amount of
helicopter 1ift support. RVNAF rcsources provided all of the artillery and
85 percent of the tactical air support, highest in-country for cach of these
categories.
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8. Operaticnal Effectivencss Assessnients.

(1) The country-wide averuge of wdvisors' ussessment of operational
effectiveness rose for the fourth consccutive quarter. Chart 25 shows the
trend in the ARVN/WMC average since the (irst quarter 1908.

(2) Significant factors in the fourth quarter increuase were the
improved assessments awarded to the 9th, 23d, and 25th Divisions as shown by
Chart 20. The advisors' assessment of the 25th and Yth Divisions rose {rom
helow average during the previous quarter und hecame ARVN's second and thind
highest, respectively, among the ARW infuntry divisions. The percent of increasce
in the 9th Division's assessment was second highest in-country. Several
organizations showed regression during the quarter. They were the 2d, 7th,
18th and 22d Divisions, and the 42d and 51st Regiments. Among ARVN special
crganizations, ranger and marine units improved over the previous quarter,
while armored cavalry and airbome units regressed slightly. Alvisors' as-
sessment of airbome units, however, remained highest in-country.

Chart 25
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h. Division and Regimental Staff Element Evaluations.

(1) Chart 27 compares the effectiveness of division and regimental
staff functions among the four corps on a percentile scale. Responses to
specific staff questions were grouped by functions (command and control, Cl,
G2, G3, G4) and ratings computed. The command and staff average column
shows the combined ratings. A staff element such as Gl can be compared among
corps because advisors answered the same set of questions. Different staff
elements cannot be directly compared because the ratings are based upon a
differernt set of questions.

(2) In the fourth quarter, I Corps staffs received the highest rat-
ings, but showed a decline in each area from the previous quarter. II Corps
‘staffs were rated below average in each area and showed a decline from the
previous quarter. There was improvement shown in III Corps command and con-
trol, G1/S1; and G4/S4 staff functions, and a slight decrease in the rating
awarded to the G2/S52 element. IV Corps was below average in each staff area
except G4/S4, however, improvements were shown from the previous quarter in
each area, except G1/S1 and G2/S2 which decreased slightly.

Chart 27
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i. Summary of ARVN Infantry Effectiveness Indicators.

(1) ARW's ten divisions and two separate regiments are depictgd on
Chart 28. The comparative standing of the organizations according to six
selected indicators is shown. The chart does not consider all of the rami-
fications involved in a total evaluation. The organizations are considered
in three groups (top/middle/bottom) in discussing their relationship on the
chart.

'(2) ARWN's four divisions in the top group during the 4th Qtr CY 69
were the 2d, 25th, 9th and 1st. The 2d Division is in the top position in
three of the six ARVN infantry effectiveness indicators and above average in
the others. It eliminated the most enemy and captured the greatest number
of weapons during the fourth quarter. The 25th Division is above average
in five of the six effectiveness indicators and has the highest kill ratio
in-country. The 9th Division was also above average in five of the six
effectiveness indicators, and acquired a vast amount of experience and con-
fidence during its fourth quarter movements. The 1lst Division was above
average in four of the six indicators and in the top position in two: the
number of enemy KIA per hour of contact, an important aggressiveness indi-
cator, and in the assessment of operational effectiveness.

(3) ARW's four organizations in the bottom group were the 42d
and 51st Regiments and the 18th and 7th Divisions. The 42d Regiment was
below average in all ARVN infantry effectiveness indicators during the
fourth quarter, and was in the bottom position in five of the six. The
51st Regiment was below average in five of the six effectiveness indicators,
achieving an above average status in only the advisor's assessment. The
18th Division was also below average in five of the six indicators, with
only its kill ratio being above average. The 7th Division was below average
status in the enemy and weapons captured categories.

(4) The other four ARWN divisions, the 5th, 21st, 22d, and 23d, were
in the middle group.

j. Evaluation of Operational Effectiveness of Infantry Divisions, Sepa-
rate Regiments and Special Organizations.

(1) General. The foregoing evaluations were primarily at corps or
country-wide level. - In order to provide a more detailed evaluation of the
operational effectiveness of ARVN and WMC units, the following pages pre-
sent charts and texts for each of the divisions, separate regiments and
special organizations (airbomme, ranger, armored cavalry and marines).

(2) Techniques. The evaluations are based primarily on fourth
quarter and yearly trends in operational performance data. For each organi-
zation's evaluation the discussion is organized in terms of environment,
effort, combat support, results, operational effectiveness/leadership, and
trends. Enemy density is based on the total estimate of maneuver unit
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strength plus gnerriacty strengsthe T arder to compensate for substuntial
differences o the aber ot battadions ina division ot tegbient and in
infautry bettalion strengtie, "standird bhattalion’ {igures are used for
some indicators.  The muber of standard battualions per division is obtain-
el by divicine the average quarterly strength ol all the hattalions of the
division by the oo thorized strongth of an VN infantry battalien.

(3, Charts, The avalintion of cach organization is illustrated by
charts containing combat =upport received, opportunity, results, and opera-
tional assesswonts, Inaddition, yvearly trends are depicted for enemy
eliminated, K11 vatio, advisors assessment of operational effectivencss
amd Leadership, ard percent ot effort on all missions,

Chirt 28
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|ST_DIVISION

Enviromment,  Enemy density in the 1st Division's DA was the highest
T Victnan and includes a high proportion of NVA troops. The density
includes enemy units in aveas contiguous to Vietnam which maneuver
between Luos, the IMZ and Vietnam. The rodeployment of the 3d Marine
Division caused the friendly density to drop. Most enemy forces were
located along the IMZ and western border while the division was located
in the plains region during the monsoon season,

Lffort. Although the lst Division's effort was virtually all devoted to
combat operations, time on combat was lower in the fourth guarter due to
the monsoon conditions.

Combat Support. Generally, the ist Division conducts battalion sweeps
with US forces, using considerable artillery support. During the fourth
quarter, less artillery support was used--a reflection of the decreased
activity und enemy contact. (ombat air support also decreased due to the
lower level of activity and poor weather,

Results. lEnemy initiated incidents fell 70 percent since the second quar-
ter and contacts were greatly reduced. Lnemy climinated was very low,

and wedpons captured was average, reflecting the reduced activity. Country-
wide, about three enemy werc eliminated per battalion hour of contact. The
1st Division's 4.2 enemy elininated per hour of contact was well above this
average. Country-wide, only one weapon was captured for every four enemy
eliminated. These measures indicate that the 1st Division remained aggres-
sive in the fourth quarter., The 1st Division's kill ratio (8.8:1) shows
the high degree of skill with which its operations were conducted.

Operational Effectiveness/leadership, Operational effectiveness for the
Ist Division reached a yearly high in the fourth quarter and was well above
the ARVN average. The division, regimental and majority of the battalion
commanders were outstanding.

Trends. The 1st Division was above average only once during the year in
total enemy eliminated. This is largely due to the small number of enemy
captured and surrendered, a reflection of the high proportion of NVA sol-
diers, proximity of North Vietnam, and lack of local VC. The lst Division
had the highest kill ratio among the ARVN infantry divisions and separate
regiments during most of 19069, Operational effectiveness and leadership
was high and increased during third and fourth quarter. The 1st Division
although down from the previous quarter continued to be one of ARVN's best
performers,
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2D DIVISION

Environment. Enemy density was virtually unchanged from 3d Qtr CY 69 at 1.16
per square kilometer. In this traditionally VC area, NVA replacements are
now being assigned to VC main force units. The slight increase in friendly
density over last quarter rzflected gains in RF/PF strength.

Effort. Combat operations time dropped from 69 percent to 57 percent in the
fourth quarter. The shift was toward security operations and increased time
spent in reserve status.

Combat Support. Helicopter 1ift support tripled over last quarter and was
by far the highest in I Corps--a reflection of the mobility used to pursue
the VC in the plains area during rice denial operations.

Results. The 2d Division's hours of enemy contact decreased in the fourth
quarter but were still well above average and the third highest in ARVN.

The number of enemy eliminated was the highest in-country (134 per battalion)
and well above that of other units. The number of weapons captured figure
was also the highest in-country (30 per battalion). In spite of the highest
mine and booby trap losses vutside of the Delta, the 2d Division reported
the third highest kill ratio among ARVN units (7.6:1).

Operational Effectiveness/Leadership. Operational effectiveness was above
average In 4th Qtr CY 69, but down from the previous quarter. Although the
2d Division generally has outstanding leadership and was a high performer
during the quarter, one of its battalion commanders does not measure up to
acceptable standards.

Trends. Throughout the year, the 2d Division eliminated the highest number
of enemy per battalion, although a slight down-trend reflected reduced hours
of contact. The aggressiveness of the 2d Division is excellent and is sup-
ported by its record of weapons captured. The 2d Division began the year
with an above average kill ratio, and increased this skill indicator in each
successive quarter. After receiving the lowest assessment of opevational
effectiveness and leadership in 3d Qtr CY 68, operational effectiveness and
leadership increased sharply in early 1969 and remained about the same
through the fourth quarter. The division spends a high proportion of its
time on training and during 1969 eight of its battalions conducted 30-day
refresher training courses. The 2d Division, considered a problem wnit in
early 1968, was probably ARWN's most improved organization during 1969, and
obtained outstanding results during the fourth quarter.
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51ST REGIMENT

Environment. Both enemy and friendly densities increascd slightly over
third quarter figures, with the friendly figure the fourth highest in-
country. US density in the regiment's area of operations was the highest
in Vietnam.

Effort. The 51st Regiment spent 70 percent of its time on security
during the 4th Qtr CY 69. A 25 percent drop in combat operations time
during the fourth quarter gave the 51st Regiment the lowest proportion
of time on offensive operations.

Combat Support. The 51st Regiment was the lowest in-country in all three
combat support categories. .

Results, All of the regiment's results were below average and down from
the previous quarter. Contacts were also low and down from the previous
quarter. The regiment's aggressiveness indicators were average.

Opcrational Lffectiveness/Leadership. The assessment of the regiment's
operatlonal potential, although rated high, decreased from the third
quarter. The regimental and battalion commanders are considered excellent
leaders.

Trends. The number of enemy eliminated by the 51st Regiment showed a
steady decline during 1969. Starting with one of the gighest figures

for enemy eliminated in the first quarter, the regiment's results

declined to well below average in the fourth quarter. The 51st Regiment's
kill ratio also declined, although not as drastically. These decreases

were probably due more to employment in unproductive assignments rether

than to deterioration in unit capability, as evidenced by the above average
assessment of operational effectiveness. In an effort to improve operational
performance, two battalions of the Slst Regiment moved into the field on

18 Feb 70 and are conducting extensive combat operations with a US

marine battalion.
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220 DIVISION

Invironment., The enemy density of .47 per square kilometer does not reflect
The recent movement of the 3d NVA Division clements and the 2d VC Main Force
Regiment into Binh Dinh Province during the fourth quarter. A decrease in

friendly strength resulted from the movement of two battulions and the head-

quarters clement of the 47th Regiment into the 23d DTA at Bu Prang/Duc Lap.

Lffort. The 22d Division spent 83 percent of its time on pacification during

FthQtr (Y Y with 52 percent being static pacification. This is indicative
of the high effort on pacification which started in early 1969, Partially
4s a result of thesce efforts, impressive gains in population security were
made in the 22d ITA. 47th Regiment fighting in Bu Prang/Duc Lap increased
the division's percent of combat time slightly.

Combat Support. Division combat support increased, but still remained below
average . st of the increase in helicopter support was for the Bu Prang/
lue Lup operation, Of the enemy killed by the lst und 2d Battalions of the
47th Regiment, it is estimated that two-thirds were killed by tactical air
ad helicopter gunships.

Results. The division obtained the second highest enemy eliminated figure
In the country (81 per battalion). The high kills were primarily attribu -
able to the 400 enemy kills attained by elements of the 47th Regiment. The
division captured only one weapon for every ten enemy eliminated--a general
indication of lack of aggressiveness. The two battalions at Bu Prang/Duc
Lap captured only one weapon for every 16 enemy eliminated. The division
kill ratio was above average, increasing to 5.9:1. Hours of contact in-
creased, mostly a result of the Bu Prang/Duc Lap operation.

Operational Effectiveness/Leadership. The Division's below average opera-
tional etfectiveness decreased iIn the fourth quarter. Of the two battalions
which took the brunt of the enemy's ground offensives, a senior advisor to
the 47th Regiment stated: "The leadership, imagination, and initiative of

the Task Force Commander and his battalion commanders were challenged through-

out Phase II of the operation., With few exceptions these key commanders
failed to live up to this challenge."

Trends. The enemy eliminated trend was favorable during the year, but the
weapons captured trend was below average in 1969, The 22d Division's wea-
pons captured/weapons lost trend was also below average all year. The high

22d Division kill ratio nust be tempered by the high kills achieved by tactical

air and helicopter gunships. Overall operational effectiveness and leader-
ship has been below average during the year.
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knvironment. Enemy density almost doubled in the fourth quarter with the
presence of two enemy regiments near Bu Prang/Duc Lap. Friendly density
also increased slightly due to the movement of two battalions from the 22d
Division and elements of the 2d Ranger Group into the ITA.

Effort. During the fourth guarter, the 22d Division reversed a year-long
trend toward increased pacification support and responded to an enemy build-
up in the Bu Prang/Duc Lap area with combat operations increasing by 30 per-
cent, and was the highest in Il Corps. The 45th and 53d Regiments were com-
mitted in the Bu Prang/Duc Lap campaign.

Combat Support. Combat support increased generally, with the greatest in-
Crease in artillery, and tactical air and helicopter gunship sorties. Through-
out the campaign, the support given the 23d Division was excellent.

Results, Division hours of enemy contact increased and were slightly above
average., Enemy eliminated increased substantially, but remained below the
national average. While the weapons captured per battalion figure was below
average, the weapons captured per enemy eliminated results were about average.
The 23d Division's kill ratio increased to 2.6:1 but was still third from the
lowest among the infantry divisions and separate regiments.

Operational Effectiveness/Leadership. The 23d Division showed improved ef-
Tectiveness, and, in the stress of the fighting at Bu Prang/Duc Lap, the
division commander did an excellent job. The 45th Regiment had excellent
leaders while the 53d Regiment was generally rated average to poor. Both
organizations gained a great deal of confidence.

Trends. The 23d Division's increase in enemy eliminated though encouraging
T s 4 I »

in view of its previcus low totals, was not matched by increases in muber
of weapons capturcd per battalion. The latter has been below average all
year. The 23d Division has been below average all year in its ratioc of
weapons captured to weapons lost. The division's kill ratio decreased from
the first through third quarters, and its fourth quarter increase was still
below average. '
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120 REGIMENT

Environment. There was little change in the conditions under which the

egiment operated. Enemy density remained at .49 per square kilo-
meter and friendly density increased slightly to 1.34 per square kilo-
meter,

Effort. Though the regiment spent 38 percent of its time performing
combat operations (up from 10 percent during the third quarter) it still
devoted the second lowest percent of time on combat operations of any
ARWN organization during the past six months. It spent 33 percent on
security and 17 percent on training--the highest figure for that activity
in-country.

Combat Support. Even with increases in all combat support categories,
the regiment’s use of combat support was still below the country average.

Results. Hours of enemy contact rose from the near-zero figure of the
third yuarter to almost half of the infantry average. In spite of greater
contact and improvements in combat support, the 42d Regiment still achieved
the lowest results in the entire country. There were 0.3 enemy eliminated
per hour of contact and the kill ratio was 1.3:1. Both figures were
national lows.

Operational Effectiveness/Leadership. The operational effectiveness and
results attained by the 42d Regiment, which were among ARVN's best in
early 1969, dropped sharply in the second quarter following the Ben Het/
Dak To operations. Three of the four battalions lacked aggressiveness
during enemy contacts. Though the regimental commander was an excellent
leader, his battalion commanders were rated poor to above average.

Trends. The 42d Regiment is at or near the bottom by most measures of
it effectiveness. The regiment ecliminated only 11 enemy during the
entire fourth quarter, Its kill ratio, though improved from the negative
figure of third quarter, was far below the first quarter high and the
respectable second quarter figure. During the Ben Het/Dak To battle in
2d Qtr CY 69, the regiment achieved excellent results in enemy eliminated
per battalion. These results have been practically nil for the last half
of the year,
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51 LIVISION

invironment. Encmy density increased slightly (o 1.08 per square kilometer.
friendly density rose to 4.54 per square kiluneter because of the activation
of the 18th Cavalry Squadron and the movement of three airborne battalions

into the UTA.

iffort. The time spent on offensive operations by the 5th Division increased
stoadil, during the year to highest in ARVN--80 percent. Time on combat opera-
tions rosc from 56 percent to 76 percent in the fourth quarter. Most of this
time was spent on operations along the Phuoc Vinh/Song Be road and on combin-
ed operations in the Trapezoid and at Bo Duc.

Combat Support. Although artillery support increased, and was above average,
other combat support fell off during the quarter.

Results. Hours of contact decreased and this fact is reflected in the low
number of enemy eliminated--below average this quarter. Of the enemy elimi-
nated, 27 percent were killed by the 8th Regiment's effective employment of
claymore mines. In the use of mines onc weapon was captured for every two
enemy eliminated--a fact which must weigh against using this measure as an
aggressiveness criterion. The 5th Division's kill ratio was a respectable
7:1.

Operational Effectiveness/Leadership. The division's operaticnal effective-
ness remained the lowest in-country. In the fourth quarter, five of the 12
battalion advisors reported that their organizations were not aggressive in
contact with the enemy. The commander of the battalion that received the
lowest assessment was replaced during the quarter, but the ineffective com-
mander of the 7th Regiment remains.

Trends. The 5th Division performed erratically in tems of enemy eliminated
per battalion, and only at its third quarter peak did it exceed the ARWN
infantry average. The kill ratio showed a strong above average trend from
its low in the first half of the year. The operational effectiveness and
leadership remained lowest in ARWN all year. Some battalion commanders have
been replaced and leadership is improving, but there is still weakness at
lower éevels with many of its commanders still reported as not aggressive

in combat.
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18TH DIVISION

Environment. The 18th Division's DTA remained the most pacified in-country.
There was a slight drop in enemy density to .5 per square kilometer and a
slight decrease in friendly density to 3.6 per square kilometer.

Effort. The 18th Division's percent of time on offensive operations fell
frcm 64 percent to 46 percent in the fourth quarter; an excessive amount of
time (45 percent) was spent on security--second only to the 5lst Regiment.

Combat_$ rt. The decreases in all combat support provided reflect the
decreased enemy contact in the quarter.

Results. The number of enemy eliminated fell with the decreased contact and
was the second lowest per battalion, but weapons captured stayed about the
same. The 18th Division's kill ratio decreased but was still very respect-
able at 5.8:1,

Operational Effectiveness/Leadership. In the 4th Qtr CY 69, the division
fell below aver..ge in effectiveness from its all-time high in the third quar-
ter, Some of the battalion commanders were still rated low in leadership
and indecisive in combat.

Trends. The 18th Division remained below average throughout 1969 in enemy
eliminated as well as weapons captured, Though the division was above
average in kill ratio, the fourth quarter drop from the third quarter's high
was substantial, reversing the previous favorable trend. Operational effec-
tiveness and leadership, which improved in the third quarter, dropped again
to below average. A major problem is the personnel turbulence caused by an
extremely high desertion rate--6000 desertions in 1969. There were, however,
signs of improved effectiveness in 1969 over results obtained in the latter
part of 1968.
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Lovironmeat. There was 4 slipht drop in enemy density in the DTA, Signifi-
cant numbers of NVA fillers were reported in VC units. In comparison to the
VC soldier, the lack of familiarity of NVA with their comhat areas was re-
flected in the frequency of their uxposure to friendly fires. Friendly
strength increased to 7.35 per squarc kilometer with the movement of a ran-

ger and an airborne battalion into the [TA,

Effort. Time on offensive operations remained well above the average at
76 percent with combat operations increasing from 24 to 36 percent of all
effort. The division conducted a large percentage of its offensive opera-
tions with US forces. Half of the battalions, however, were still commit-
ted to pacification support.

Combat Support., Tactical air, and helicopter gunship support increased
ﬁﬁ?stantlaﬁIy—. The division used more helicopter lift sorties for multiple
insertions of small units, following the enemy pattemn of breaking down to
squad-size or smaller elements. Greater emphasis on night ambushes reduced
the need for artillery in fourth quarter,

Results. The number of enemy eliminated was the highest in the corps at 68
per battalion. The division obtained these good results by use of a mmber
of unplanned landing zones for its insertions, seldom taking the area wnder
fire prior to landing, thcreby surprising the small enemy units. Such con-
tacts were often of short duration and highly effective. The kill ratio
improved in each of the last three quarters to become ARVN's highest dur-
ing the fourth quarter at 9.6:1,

%erational Effectiveness/Leadership. The imagination and aggressiveness of
the division caused 1ts operational effectiveness to rise sharply to among
the highest in ARVN. The battalion commanders except two were considered
excellent in the fourth quarter. The sheer number of small unit operations--

1270 in December--helped to develop leadership., The confidence and aggres-
siveness of the division increased correspondingly.

Trends. The increase in enemy eliminated was steady throughout 1969 and
the best achieved by any III Corps organization. The KIA ratio increased
throughout the year, and most dramatically in the fourth quarter. The
division's operational effectiveness and leadership increased in each quar-
ter of 1969 reaching an impressive high in the fourth quarter. Leadership
is improving and is high due to the extensive small unit operations.
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7TH DIVISION

Environment. The enemy density, 2,24 per square kilometer, is the
second highest in counttv. Tt increased slightly during the third
quarter with oddition of onc sapper battalion. Friendly density in
the division's DTA was the highest in country at 10.78 per square
kilometer, increasing with the growth of RF/PF and the deployment
of the 9th Division into Dinh Tuong Province in December 69.

Effort. The percent of time devoted to offensive operations decreased
to 45 percent, the fourth lowest in country. An excessive amount of
the division's time was spent on security (30 percent) and reserve

(9 percent).

Combat Support. The number of artillery rounds fired in support of
the infantry battalions almest doubled from that of the previous
quarter and was above average. The amount of helicopter 1lift decreased
but was still the greatest in-country. .

Results. The large number of helicopter lift sorties, employed in a
drea where the enemy density was high, produced only an average

amount of contact (18.8 hours) which in turn yielded a below average
number of enemy eliminated (48 per battalion) and an extremely low
kill ratio (1.9:1). A principal cause of the low kill ratio was

the heavy loss incurred by the 2d Battalion, 11th Regiment, during

an airmobile operation in November. In this engagement the battalion
lost 66 men in one day, which was one-third of the 7th Division losses
for the quarter. The number of weapons captured was slightly above
average (14.7 per battalion).

Operational Effectiveness/Leadership. Operational effectiveness was
below average and reduced from the previous quarter, primarily due

to the poor performance by the 2d and 3d Battalions, 11th Regiment.
The division received a new commander in January 1970 who is making
a favorable initial impression.

Trends. The number of enemy eliminated, after being above average
for the first three quarters, dropped below average during the

fourth quarter. The 7th Division's kill ratio has been below average
and declining throughout 69. This division has consistently suffered
from a high rate of casualties caused by mines and booby traps. The
operational effectiveness and leadership trends were below average,
with the operational effectiveness dropping in the fourth quarter.
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9Tt DIVISION

Environment. The enemy density increased slightly to 1.12 per square
Kilometer with the movement of o VO battalion into the 9th Division's
DTA. Even though the 9th Divisicn left the UTA at times, friendly
density remained unchanged at 7.17 per square kilometer due to RF/PF
gains,

Effort. The time on combat operaticens during fourth guarter increased
from 44 percent to 59 percent. luring the quarter the divison conducted
two major operations out of its DTA. 'The first occurred in November,

in a portion of the 21st Division's ITA near the U-Minh forest; the
second, in December, in an cnemy base area in the 7th Division's DTA.

Comhat Suggort. The 9th Division used the most artillery support in-
country and a large quantity of tactical air and helicopter support.

Results. The 9th Division's hours of contact were slightly above
average and the number of enemy climinated (72.8 pcr battalion) was
well above average. The larger portion of the enemy eliminated came
from combat operations conducted in November. During this campaign,
troops advanced aggressively and fought the enemy in hand-to-hand
combat. Three out of four enemy eliminated were NVA. The NVA soldiers
in this area were not as adept as the VC in effectively breaking contact
when the situation was not to their advantage. The kill ratio (3.7:1)
increased but was still below average, largely due to the 49 percent

of the 9th Division's losses from mines and booby traps. During the
December operation the VC scattered when they found the 9th Division
had moved into the area, but because it was a VC base area, it was

well mined and booby trapped causing significant casualties. The
number of weapons captured increased and was above average.

Operational Effectiveness/Leadership. The 9th Division increased in
confidence as It successfully executed large-scale moves operating
under division control. The majority of the 9th Division's commanders
are excellent leaders,

Trends. The number of enemy eliminated increased substantially during
the fourth quarter after a general decline for the first part of the
year. The kill ratio has improved steadily since the second quarter.
Operational effectiveness and leadership increased to a very impressive
above average in the fourth quarter after being among ARVN's lowest

in the first three quarters. However, the most encouraging development
during the latter months of the year was the improvement in aggressive-
ness, flexibility and operational results shown by the 9th Division
when it moved from its own tactical area. The results attained during
these operations were the best achieved by the 9th Division since Tet 68.
Desertions still remain a serious problem as the rate rose during the
fourth quarter to one of ARVN's highest (56,3 per 1000 per month).
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21ST DIVISTON

Environment. The encmy density remained unchanged from the third
quarter, at .78 square kilometer. The friendly density increased
to 3.06 per kilometer, reflecting the 9th Division's movement into
the 21st Division's DTA in November.

Effort. The amount of time spent on combat operations increased by
TV percent during the fourth quarter to 56 percent, with total time
on offensive missions reaching 65 percent.

Combat Support. The increased artillery, tactical aircraft and
neljcopter gunship support reflects the increased time spent on
combat operations and the resultant increase in hours of contact
with the enemy.

Results. The 21st Division eliminated the largest number of enemy
in 1V Corps; although above average, this was only fifth highest
in-country. The increased hours of contact reflect the increased
attention of the division commander to combat operations and exten-
sive probes into VU areas. The reduction in enemy eliminated was
due co a lack of aggressiveness on the part of several battalions
which failed to overrun enemy positions when in contact. As with
the other IV Corps units, the number of weapons captured (22.1 per
battalion) is above average. The kill ratio (3.7:1) dropped and is
below the ARVN infantry average, with heavy losses due to mines and
booby traps.

Operational Effectiveness/Leadership. Although below average opera-
tiondl eviectiveness and leadership has increased. The division
conmander is an outstanding leader and all but one of the battalion
commanders are considered excellent,

Trends. The enemy eliminated was above average during the year,
but showed a gradual decrease in the fourth quarter. The division
kill ratio remained below average during the entire year. The
operational effectiveness and leadership remained below average
during most of 1969, but increased slightly in the fourth quarter.
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ATRBORNE DIVISION

Environment. In Octcber and November, the majority of the airbor. .
. battalions were located in the Capitol Military District ((MD), where
the enemy density was extremely low. In early December, the division
headquarters and three battalions deployed to Phuoc Long Province and
three battalions deployed to Tay Ninh Province. In Phuoc Long, extensive
airmobile operations were conducted with elements of US 1st Cavalry
| Division (AM) along the Cambodian border.

Effort. The percent of time on combat operations increased in the
Tourth quarter to the highest of the year. This resulted from the
tactical redeployment of the Saigon battalions from reserve and security
missions,

Combat Support. There were general increases in combat support, parti-
cularly in artillery and tac air/helicopter gunship sorties. The latter
support was far above the ARVN infantry average, paralleling the greater
than twofold increase in hours of contact per battalion, as the airborne
units' time on combat operations increased.

Results. The low kill ratio of the division (2.2:1) was the result of
heavy losses suffered during December. The number of enemy eliminated
was also below average and lower than third quarter. Airborne battalions
suffered from lack of familiarity with their new AD in Phuoc Long Pro-
vince. They often approached organized bunker complexes along routes
anticipated by the enemy and were then too aggressive when in contact.
Responding to this deficiency, the division has organized a school and
has been cycling through a company at a time, Almost all of the divi-
sion's offensive operations were small unit and many were sustained;
i.e., single companies on extended combat operations. The large number
of helicopter sorties per battalion illustrate the extensive airmobile
operations.,

Operational Effectiveness/Leadership. The assessment of the Airborne

Division’s operational effectiveness and leadership remained the highest ;
in Vietnam for the third consecutive quarter. Most of the commanders !
of the airborne battalions were regarded as excellent leaders.

Trends. Only in the second quarter was the number of enemy eliminated

per battalion above the ARWN infantry average. 1In the thard and fourth
quarters the trend was downward. The same was true of the aggregate

kill ratio. Only the weapons captured per battalion showed an increase

in the fourth quarter, Operational effectiveness and leadership
evaluations increased during 1969 and were the highest of all organizatioms,
although results continued below those of ARVN infantry Lattalions.

During 1969, the Airborne Division did not achieve results commensurate
with its potential, primarily due to its employment. i
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QAALTANAIC

CAVALRY OLIAUINI W

Environment. The 17 cavalry squadrons were deployed {rom thc IMZ to the
Delte during the fourth quarter. One squadron is organic to cach of the
divisions, and the rest operate under corps control. Conditions under
which the cavelry squadrons operated varied widely.

Effort. Combat operations continued to occupy only a small proportion of
the squadrons' total time, witl, many units continuing to perform extensive
security and reserve missions. 1T Corps squadrons devoted 98 percent of
their effort to route security operations. However, these operations were
mobile rather than static,

Combat Support. Though t.ctical air and helicopter gunship sorties increased
sTightTy Euring the 4th Qtr CY 69, the level remained low. Few helicopter
lift sorties were used. The level of combat support reflected the

relatively small proportion of time devoted to combat operations (42 per-
cent) and the below average hours of contact.

Results. The number of encmy eliminated by the cavalry squadrons doubled
from the third quarter, primurily because of the improvement in the 4th
and 8th Squadrons' results: 240 and 132 eliminated, respectively.
Cavalry squadron results remained below the infantry average since nine
of the 17 squadrons eliminated fewer than 20 enemy during the quarter.
Paradoxically, the II Corps squadrons, the 3d, 8th and 14th, with 98 per-
cent of their time spent on security, accounted for 36 percent of country-
wide enemy KIA by cavalry squadrons. The number of weapons captured
doubled over the third quarter, but remained only two-tﬁgrds of the ARW
infantry battalion average. The KIA ratio improved over third quarter
and was extremely high.

Operational Effectiveness,/Lleadership. The decline in overall operational
effectiveness in the cavalry squadrons was due to the very low effective-
ness of the 5th, 18th, and 15th Squadrons in III Corps and the 9th Squad-
ron in IV Corps, The 5th Syuadron continually lacked aggressiveness when
in contact with the enemy. Approximately half of the cavalry squadron
commanders were considered excellent leaders while two squadrons were
commanded by below average leaders.

Trends. The trend in enemy climinated was downward until the slight
improvement of the fourth quarter, which still left cavalry squadrons below
the ARW infantry battalion average in the last three quarters. The
cavalry's kill ratio fell in 3d Qtr Cf 69, but increased again in the
fourth quarter, The deployment of new squadrons in 1969 coincided with

& decreasc in operational effectiveness. The squadrons appear to have
steadied, but at a lower level of effectiveness., Leadership trends were
consistently high.

CONFIDENTIAL




SIS Ly

T !

CONFIDENTIAL

Chart 45

a8, 80~ 400 a0 oo 0 10 et {0 o
s L 3 | r
F24 [} po
30 60 }300 Fso
4 I Lo s s
20 F3% [200 L20
! . | | b12 [} Le0
r
bio b2o F00 ko
1) L2 20
o o = 3 L
: HOURS | EN ELIM |WPN CPTRIKILL RATIO| ADVISOR
o or ASMT OF
MBAT SUPPORT CONTACT RESULTS OPNL
FER STANDARD BATTALION BN-8.0 STDBN-7.2 EFFECT.
<4 30 QTR RESULTS e ARVN INF AVG
TRENDS | [ PERCENT TIME JN MISSIONS |
180) ENENY ELIMINATED 100 OFFENSIVE 0P
120 804 - 68.7
80 - traram— (1.2 -1 %]
80 __W_— 40 48
30 W S A B B9 A 2 S E [ 5
o Q 0 0
0 Y 4

&Eh-]-:l_j’ 1 L !

== ARVN INF AVG

——
KiLL RATIO

YEAR

- COMBAT OPNS

b— .

m—— LAVN INF AVG

OPENATIONAL EFFROYIVENESS AND LEADERSNIP

m-;m-

st

- OPERATIONAL EFFECTIVENESS
uo LEADERSHIP

3

A
RO ACTIVE PAC
SECURITY,STATIC_ PACIFICATION

RN RESERVE

CONFIDENTIAL

|90¢
] TRAINING

bSO REMABIL[TATIO|




CONFIDENTIAL

_MARINE BATTALIONS

Environment. Three battalions normally operated as part of ATF 211
during the fourth quarter, under operational control of the 2lst
Division. During October and November, they operated primarily in
Kien Giang and An Xuyen Provinces {in the U Minh Forest) and during
December, in Chuong Thien Province in the Twin Rivers area. These
three provinces were among the ten least pacified in Vietnam, and
operations were in the heart of long-recognized enemy base areas.

Effort. Time spent on combat operations (69 percent) was well above
the ARWN infantry average and by far the highest of the year for the
marines. Marine battalions were heavily committed to combat operations
rather than security as in prior quarters.

Combat Support. Increases in tac air, helicopter gunship and heli-
[ift sorties correlated with the incrcase in marine -combat operations
in fourth quarter, although categories of support remained below the
infantry battalion average. Artillery support was down from the
previous quarter, but still above average.

Results. Enemy eliminated and KIA ratio improved considerably in the
Tourth quarter---the best marine figures of the year, and above the ARVN
infantry averages. The majority of these results were achieved in Octo-
ber and November in the U Minh Forest. After the battalions returned

to Chuong Thien in December (where they also operated during 3d Qtr CY 69),
mine and booby trap losses increased: 14 of 29 friendly KIA in December,
After the move to Chuong Thien, contacts fell off to the low level of

the previous quarter. Weapons captured per battalion doubled in the
fourth quarter, but still lagged behind the infantry average.

Operational Effectiveness/Leadership. Operational cffectiveness and
leadership remained extremely high in the quarter. All of the marine
battalions were commanded by excellent officers.

Trends. After falling below the ARW infantry average for enemy
ellminated in third quarter, marine battalions returned to their first
quarter level at the end of the year---well above the average. The
kill ratio trend was unfavorable for tiie first three quarters of the
year, but rose in the fourth quartur to surpass the ARW infantry
battalion average. The trends in both operational effectiveness and
leadership were favorable in 1969, Each improved substantially frum
July through September and was unchanged in-the fourth quarter. The
improved employment of marine battalions during the fourth quarter
was evident in the results achieved.
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KANGER BATTALIONS

Environment. The 20 ranger battalions are scattered throughout the
TouT corps tactical zones. Nine of the battalions are in [II Corps,
with the majority of their time spent in the Capitol Military District,

Effort. Time spent on combat operations remained low due to.the
predominance of security opurations among the battalions situated in
the Capitol Military District.

Combat Support. Cenerally, combat support employed by the rangers
increased, reaching the ARVN infantry average during the 4th Qtr CY 69.

Operations varied widely; among the more notable was the 22d Ranger
Battalion's participation in the Bu Prang/Duc Lap campaign,

Results. The number of enemy eliminated increased slightly over third
quarter, but remained very low. The nine III Corps battalions killed

a tocal of only 19 enemy during the fourth quarter. Improved operations
by I and 1l Corps ranger organizations caused the aggregate enemy
eliminated figure to rise. I Corps battalions achicved good results
while operating with the 1st Amor Brigade in Quang Tin during November
and December: 71 of the 81 1 Corps KIA for 4th Qtr CY 69 were accounted
for during those operations. In II Corps, the 22d Battalion killed

127 near Ban Me Thuot in November---of a quarterly total of 140,

During that same operatio:n, however, the 22d lost 74 weapons. The low
kill ratio (2.6:1) reflected the large number of friendly KIA in III

and IV Corps. III Corps battalions ﬁilled 38 and lost 44, with 12
killed by mines and booby traps. IV Corps battalions had a 2.1:1 kill
ratio, killing 146 and losing 67. Nearly half (32) of these friendly
deaths were due to mines and booby traps.

Operational Effectiveness/Leadership., In spite of the large proportion
of ranger battalion time expended on static missions, operational
effectiveness increased slightly during the fourth quarter and was
slightly higher than that of the ARVN infantry wunits. Approximately
three-fourths of the ranger battalion commanders were considered
excellent leaders.

Trends. For the first three quarters of 1969, the trend in enemy
eliminated was unfavorable, with a sharp drop from second to third
yuarter. The fourth quarter only barely reversed this trend. The
ranger kill ratio pattem was the same, except that the trend dropped
slightly in the fourth quarter as well. In operational effectiveness
and leadership the trend wes down during the first half of the year
and improving in the second half.
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A, (C-NOFORN)] ARW/VNMC Problem Areas.

a. General. Major objectives of SEER are to identify weaknesses and
problem areas which rcduce combat effectiveness and through analytical
methods determine courses of action by which RVNAF, with MACV assistance,
may increase the effectiveness of their forces. This section contains major
problem areas reported by senior advisors to ARVN units and MACV staff actions
taken to assist in resolving the problems. In addition this section contains
major problems highlighted in the analysis of ARVN/VNMC organizations.

b. Maneuver Battalion Strength. Chart 49 presents a comparison of the
average assigned strength of Infantry battalions and the authorized
strength. ‘fhe average strength increased by 3,188 during the fourth quarter,
but is still considerably below authorized levels. The overall shortage in
assigned strength to authorized in the fourth quarter was 16 percent with
the Z1lst Division lowest at 25 percent and the 25th Division highest with
five percent. Shortages were approximately 10 percent in late 1968 and
first quarter 1969.

c. Casualties Due to Mines and Booby Traps.

{1) Mine and booby trap casualties continue to be a serious problem
in ARVN/VNMC. In the fourth quarter deaths from mines and booby traps de-
clined slightly, and since total friendly KIA also increased in the fourth
quarter a resulting decrease in percent of total casualties due to mines and
booby traps resulted. Chart 50 depicts the magnitued of the problem during
the year. 1In the fourth quarter 1968 casualties due to these devices were
278 and accounted for only 22 percent of the total,

(2) Chart 51 on the next page presents data cn this problem for each

major organization. The problem has been particularly acute in the 5lst and
42d Regiments and 7th and 9th Divisions.
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d. Battalion Problem Areas.

(1) During the fourth quarter advisors to the 185 ARVN/VNMC maneuver
battalions and armored cavalry squadrons submitted responses to questions con-
tained in the SEER questionnaire which indicated potential problem areas.
Chart 52 on the next page contains the questions which were indicated by a
high frequency of unsatisfactory responses. The percentages are based on the
frequency of responses from approximately 370 questionnaires. The previous
quarter's analysis was based on number of responses from approximately 500
questionnaires and included an average of corps, divisions, regiments and
maneuver battalions. SEER problem area evaluations include only batta;lons
this quarter since the areas of concemn are based on problems which exist
primarily at that level. Certain problems show noticeable differences be-
tween ARWN infantry battalions and special units (airborne, marines, cavalry
and rangers) and while not indicated on the chart these are noted in the
comments below. The problem areas in the order they appear on Chart 52 are
as follows:

(2) Inadequate Dependent Housing. Dependent housing has been a con-
tinual concern of ARW and major efforts to improve its quality and quantity
are being made. A third quarter analysis of ARVN housing compared to the
Chieu Hoi program housing indicat :d that progress was being made, but
approximately 20 percent of advisors still consider ARVN housing inferior to
that provided Chieu Hoi. This quarter the analysis was expanded to include
the quantity of housing and 62 percent of advisors indicated it to be inade-
quate with only slight improvement during the year. The quality of ARWN
dependent housing as compared with community standards was reported as
poorer by 37 percent of advisors although an improvement over the year was
indicated. Special units report more problems in dependent housing than
ARVN infantry, probably due to the greater movement of special wnits and
their frequent assignment as OPCON to other ARVN divisions.

(3) _Intelligence. The intelligence function in ARVN battalions has
presented major problems as indicated by the responses concerning timeliness,
collection efforts, and security leaks. The intelligence received by the
unit was untimely in 29 percent of the cases during the 4th Qtr CY 69. Al-
though still a major problem, there has been a gradual improvement during
the year. The units' efforts to collect intelligence was judged marginal
or ineffective 41 percent of the time, but also improved during the year.
While not displayed on the chart it is noted that advisors reported most
wnits as reacting appropriately to available intelligence, with only 11 per-
cent still reporting it as a problem. There is reason to believe that the
e 7 is being forewarned of the units' combat operations by security leaks.
N trend has been established. Approximately 14 percent of the advisors
reported this area as a continuing problem. Intelligence functions are
less of a problem in special units.

(4) Leadership. NCO’leadership capability is reported as a greater
problem than officer leadership with 41 percent reporting a problem in the
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Chart 52 - [

PERCENT OF ADVISORS REPORTING PROBLEMS:.
0 IS 30 45 60

INADEQUATE QUANTITY OF DEPENDENT HOUSING

1Q
2Q
JQ oo —————

4Q

J4-)

LOW QUALITY OF DEPENDENT HOUSING

1Q eases————————
2 Q e————————

30“

4Q

COMPARISON OF CHIEU HOI HOUSING
| Q =—s—s———————
i!(: ]
3Q sssessmem—""
4 Q weessssmssmssmam

UNTIMELY INTELLIGENCE

| Q wessssee———
2 Q sepese————————
3Q seess————

4 T ———

UNIT'S EFFORT TO COLLECT INTELLIOENOE

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

Chart 52 - Part Il
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fourth quarter. An improvement has been shown during the year. Company.grade
officer leadership ability was reported as weak by 34 percent of the advisors
during the fourth quarter. Only:slight improvement has been shown during Fhe'
year. The leadership problem is greater in ARVN infantry battalions than in

the special units. ‘ -

(5) Aggressiveness. Advisors reported that units fought aggressively
when in contact one-half or less of the time, with improvements made during
1969. This problem is slightly greater in ARVWN infantry battalions than
special units.

Py

(6) Indecisive Actions. Some unit commanders fail to take decisive
action when the opportunity arises. No trend has been established. Approxi-
mately 14 percent of the advisors have reported this in the fourth quarter,
with the problem slightly greater in ARVN infantry battalions than special
units. ‘

(7 loyment. Considering their capabilities, units were reported
underemployed in nine percent of the cases. Although no clear trend exists,
the number of units considered underemployed decreased in the fourth quarter
1969. The problem is greatest in special units.

(8) Supplies. A lack of supplies was reported by 17 percent of
advisors as sometimes degrading the unit's capability. Only one percent re-
ported a lack of supplies as degrading the unit's capability all of the time.
Further analysis of ARVN/VNMC major equipment status indicated that general
shortages exist in the following items of equipment.

(a) 1-ton (3/4-ton) trucks.

(b) Water trailers.

(c) Machine guns.

(d) Grenade launchers.

(e) 20 ton truck-mounted cranes.
Authorizations for machine guns and grenade launchers were substantially
increased for all ARVN divisions and separate regiments (except the Airborne
Division) late in the 4th Qtr CY 69. Prior to these increases all units
were at or near authorized levels. The 2d Division was authorized an addi-

tional battalion of artillery in late 1969. Material to equip this battalion
will be obtained from US assets during 1lst Qtr CY 70.
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Chart 53
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e. G2/S2, G3/S3 Problem Areas.

1) Chart 53 on the opposite page covers selected staff functions
reported(a; ineffective in the SEER Questionnaire by advisors to ARVN/VNMC
battalions, regiments, divisions, and corps. The problem area functions are
grouped separately by battalion staffs and by regiment, §1v1§10n, and coTps.
staffs, since battalion have experienced greater difficuity in staff operations

than regiments. divisions, and corps.

(2) G2/S82 Functions. The intelligence function for all staffs
has shown only slight improvement during 1969 with no positive trends
established. Chart 53 presents the percentages of ineffective ratings in
the following categories:

(a) The G2/S2 section supervises, coordinates, and plans
intelligence collection activities.

(b) The G2/SZ section processes intelligence information through
recording, evaluation, and interpretation, and disseminates intelligence.

(c)v The G2/S2 section plans and supervises counterintelligence
activities.

(3) G3/S3 Functions. The operations function shows no improvement
in regiment, division or corps staffs, but improvement in battalion staffs
was noticeable in all areas. The establishment of effective training programs
stands out as the major G3/S3 problem for corrective action by all staffs.
Chart 53 presents the percentages of ineffective ratings in the following
categories:

. (a) The G3/S3 section analyzes missions, recommends priorities
for utilization of manpower and equipment, and recommends requirements for
tables of equipment and organization.

(b) The G3/S3 section analyzes the training situation and
proposes and implements training programs.

(c) The G3/S3 section analyzes the tactical situation, develops
courses of action, and makes recommendations to the commender for operations.
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f. Training Assessment. Training programs continue to receive emphasis
in developing REVN?VNWT effectiveness. Indicators of progress available
within SEER were reported last quarter and are updated in this report. The
advisors' assessment of training effectiveness has been added to provide

more depth.

K

(1) Training Effectiveness. Training effectiveness, illustrated in
Chart 54, is a new indicator based on advisor responses to questions ¢n fre-
quency of training programs conducted, results from training programs, and
the manner in which training programs are conducted. I Corps organizations
have remained high during the year in all aspects. II and IV Corps are
showing an upward trend and III Corps, which was above the average at mid-
year, declined sharply in the fourth quarter.

‘65 \-‘ T CORPS
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J: j 2
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(2) Training taken to Reduce Casualties and Improve Combat Skills

Chart 55). ~In the fourth quarter the number of advisors reporting on
training to improve combat skills and reduce casualties increased slightly
showing a favorable yearly trend. The ''marginal" training has declined,
but the "ineffective' has remained constant and is an unfavorable condition.
The "ineffective' training may be related to the continuing problem of mine

and booby trap casualties which are still a serious problem. Advisors re-
port that improving the effectiveness of this training should reduce casual-
ties and improve combat skills, thereby reducing mine and booby trap casualties.

(3) Training of Officers and NCOs (Chart 55). The evaluation of
the level of training of company grade officers and unit NCOs has shown a
gradual increase in the "'average'' and ''above average'' category during the
year. However, the '""below average' training category remains very high at
31 percent for officers and 47 percent for NCOs.

(4) Time Spent on Training by ARVN/VNMC Battalions.

(a) Joint General Staff (JGS) training doctorine currently
requires that ARVN maneuver battalions receive four weeks (30 days) of
refresher training at one of the national training centers every three
years. During 1969 63 ARVN battalions received refresher training at
training canters and with US and Australian Forces. This number represents
slightly over one-third of the ARVN/VNMC maneuver battalions and meets the
1969 JGS requirement. However, in January 1970 24 percent of ARVN/VNMC
battalions were still overdue their annual refresher training. An accelerated
plan to provide training for 71 battalions is planned for 1970. During 1969
nine battalions of the 18th Division and eight battalions of the 2d Division
conducted 30-day refresher training; this represents a high number for
divisions continuously committed to combat operations. In addition, 127,000
newly-inducted men received recruit training and more than 89,000 completed
courses in military schools. It is planned that the training output for
1970 will increase. English language instruction was given to 10,200
Vietnamese in 1969 and 10,800 more are scheduled for training in 1970. A
formal on-the-job training program was established, which will result in an
increasing amount of technical training for Vietnamese at US units and
installations. The first classes graduated from the National Defense College
and from the four-year course at the Vietnamese National Military Academy.

The Vietnamese have put into effect two programs in the training field which
will result in improvements in the immediate future. First, combat experienced
NCOs will be used as a source of officer candidates. In 1970, 30 percent

of the officers will come from this source. Second, a much-needed effort

is being made to reduce 'homesteading'' at schools and training centers. There
is now a program to replace officers who have served four years as instructors
with combat experienced officers.

(b) Time spent by ARVN/VNMC organizations on training has in-
creased since last quarter. This reflects total time devoted by battalions on
training and provides for combining the time spent by smaller units into
battalion-days. Time on major training programs such as national and
division level training is also included. Table 2 reflects an increase in
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total time spent on training during the fourth quarter, and a favorable

trerd diring the year. There was, however, considerrble variation in the

time reported by each organization, with a low 1.6 pervenl reported by the

22d Division and a high 12.7 in the 9th Divisicn and 17.4 in the 42d Regiment.

TABLE 2
TIME. SPENT ON TRAINING BY ARVN INFANTRY BATTALIONS

CY 69
Lst Qtr 24 Qtr 3 Qtr 4th Qtr
3.2% 3.4% 6.5% 6.9%
380 Bn Days 417 Bn Days 786 Bn Days 844 Bn Days

(¢) Most short temm unit on-site training is not included in the
time spent on training by ARVN battulions indicated by Table 2. A partial
indication of unit on-site trainin?» is provided from the SEER questionnnaire
and is depicted by Chart 55. In the fourth quarter B2 percent of the troops
received at least four hours of on-site training per month, and the percent
recelving the required seven hours is increasing. The present questionnaire
is not sensitive enough to detemmive trends in the middle range reported.
This range (57-60 percent) covers a span of one to six hours per week or
four to 24 hours a month. The indicators of an upward trend in training
seen elsewhere could be hidden in this 20 hours per month range. The SEER
Questionnaire is presently being rewritten to be more definitive with
initial reporting anticipasted in the Ist Qtr CY 70,
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g. Action on Third Quarter Problem Areas. Problems noted below were
reported during the past quarter to MACV staff agencies. Actions taken to
assist in resolving these problems are indicated.

(1) Recruiting.

(a) Problem: II Corps regular force units failed to meet JGS
recruiting quotas. The Mobilization Act of 1968 allows 16- and 17- year
old males to volunteer for RF/PF, while 18- through 20-year old males must
volunteer for regular force duty.

(b) Comments: The failure of II Corps units to meet JGs re-
cruiting quotas is consistent with experience of all ARWN units, and the

. situation has been aggravated by the accelerated program to activate RF/PF

units. CQurrent MOND estimates indicate that manpower resources in FY 70
are adequate to meet both regular and paramilitary requirements. JGS is
taking action to insure that draft age males are transferred from RF/PF and
PSDF to the regular forces.

(2) Desertions.

La) Problem: This chronic problem continues to exist in all
ARVN units and is a major drain on ARVN fighting strength. JGS has been
urged to approve without delay the following proposal of the II Corps
Commander:

1 Increase the cost of iiving allowance for duty in the
Central Highlands.

2 Allocate more funds and resources to II Corps for
dependent housing.

3 Increase the flow of commissary supplies.

4 Award a special campaign medal for service in the
Central Highlands.

(b) Comments: A study which included recommehdations on each
of the II Corps Commander's proposals was submitted to the Chief of Staff,
MACV, and subsequently to JGS during December 1969. Improvements in mili-
tary service in the highlands may assist in reducing the desertion problem,
but it is too early to detemmine at this time.

(3) Shortage of Field Grade Officers.

(a) Problem: A shortage of field grade officers weakens com-
bat effectiveness. The promotion system has failed to keep pace with the
increase in the force level. Tt is rccommended that outstanding officers
be promoted ahcad of thcir contemporaries and below the nommal zone of
consideration.
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(b) Comments: As of 30 Sep 69, 103 percent of the officer
spaces in ARVN were filled. Field grade officer spaces were 71 percent
filled. The overall officer assigned strength has shown a marked improve-
ment.  However, a grade imbalance still exists. Current JGS promotion
directives allow for the promotiuon of outstanding officers through special
battlefield promotions which require six months time in grade and three
months time in position. Tlor recognition of personnel in non-combat situa-
tions there are special non-battleficld promotions which require one year
in grade and six months time in position for promotion to the grade of First
Lieutenant and above and six months time in grade and three months time in
position for promotion to the grade of Second Licutenant from Aspirant.

(4) Helicopter Support.

(a) Problem: The shortage of aviation assets available to
I FFV has adverscly affected its program to up-grade ARW air mcbile opera-
tions. 1II Corps recommends that action be taken to provide the 215th VNAF
Helicopter Squadron with effective maintenance capability in order that it
can be stationed at Pleiku.

(b) Comments: Based on a study of this problem it was de-
cided to relocate eight helicopters to Pleiku in December 1969. Local
coordination and employment problems have occurred and are being resolved.
An overall improvsment in air support is expected from this action.

(5) _Assigned Strength of the 7th, 9th and 21st Divisions.

(a) Problem: The assigned strength of the 7th, 9th and 21st
Divisions has declined since the first of the year. JGS replacements to
the 7th Division should be increased in order to provide a minimum of 100
percent of authorized strength and replacements to the 9th and 21st Divisions
should be increased to provide the minimum established satisfactory level
of 95 percent of authorized strength.

(b) Comments: JGS program of replacements to IV Corps

divisions forecast the ratio of assigned to authorized strengths on 30 Nov 69,

as indicated below (this was not met; see subparagraph h(4)(a):

7th Division 9th Division 21st Division
Officers 105% 100% 100%
NCOs 1034 99% 100%
M 101% : 94% 93%
Overall 102% 95% 94%
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(6) In-place Training.

(a) Problem: II Corps recommends that MACV Training Directorate
study the feasibility of instituting formal unit training programs for all
ARVN units during stand-down periods and encourage JGS to place maximum com-
mand emphasis on this vital subject. ARVN commanders have not shown great
interest or initiative in initiating unit training programs during stand-down
periods.

(b) Comments: Current guidance for in-place training is pre-
scribed by JGS/CTC Memorandum 3737, 26 Jun 67 and 1493, 18 Mar 67. These
memorandums outline the policies and procedures to be followed in the prepa-
ration and conduct of unit in-place training programs. Responsibilities
are outlined for commanders at all echelons. The general concept is to take
advantage of all available stand down time to correct known deficiencies and
increase combat effectiveness. Certain mandatory subjects are prescribed by
JGS. Commanders are urged to direct special emphasis on subjects in which
deficiencies have been noted in recent operations. MACV Training Directorate
has recommended that JGS Central Training Command update these directives with
a view toward strengthening the provisions thereof and establishing better
montitoring procedures. This is now being accomplished.

(7) Battalion Refresher Training Conducted at the Division Training
Center versus National Training Center.

(a) Problem: The 23d Division was conducting battalion refresh-
er training at the Division Training Center facility. The training center did
not have sufficient qualified cadre to conduct the training of staff and lead-
ers prescribed under the program. The Division had solved the problem in the
past by augmenting the training center cadre with instructor personnel from
the division staff. Due to increased operational commitments the division
could not continue this course of action.

(b) Comments: MACV Training Directorate has recommended to JGS
Central Training Command that the 23d Division be relieved from the responsi-
bility of conducting battalion refresher training and that this training be
programmed into Lam Son National Training Center where adequate cadre and
facilities are available. This has now been accomplished.

(8) Specialist Training.

(a) Problem: Branch commands allocate school quotas directly to
Corps units without notifying Corps headquarters. It is recommended that JGS
Central Training Command have branch commands make timely distribution of
quotas directly to the operating units.

(b) Comments: The JGS Military Training Directive, publish-
ed in 1965, establishes the current procedures for allocation of service
school quotas. JGS Central Training Command plans to publish a new direc-
tive. The Training Directorate has recommended that CTC revise the current
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procedure to insure that Corps have the responsibility to sub-allocate all
service school quotas for units within the Corps Tactical Zone cxcept for
Arca Logistics Command, Air Force, Navy and General Reserve Units.

(9) Shortage of ML13 APC Track Shoes. Comments: The 20th Ordnance
Storage Base Depot released 1,117 ea track shoe assemblies and 3,285 ea track
pads on 17 Oct 69, to the 220th Ordnance Medium Support Battalion, II ALC,
On 28 and 29 Oct, the requirement to transport the aforementioned items by
air to the 220th OMSB was placed on WAF. The track shoe assemblies were
moved on 2 Nov 69 and the track pads were moved on 3 Nov 69.

(10) Non-availability of Equipment for LRRP Platoons. Comments: A
JGS decision has not been reached on the IT Corps request for equipment because
J3, JGS is considering a plan to authorize a reconnaissance company in each
of the six ranger groups. At present, only the 5th Ranger Group in the Saigon
area has a reconnaissance company.

(11) Shortage of Ponchos.

{a) Problem: The 2d Ranger Group reported a critical shortage
of ponchos and action on requisitions had not been taken.

(b) Comments: The 2d ALC was contacted on 10 November to deter-
mine the status of ponchos for the 2d Ranger CGroup. On 7 November 1959 the 1224
M Fleld Depot issued 226 ponchos to the Group, based on a valid depot due-
out. No other requisitions have been received from the organization. Status
of ponchos within the ALC on 7 Nov 69, as reflected by the 121st Depot stock
records, was as follows:

On Hand 9,194
Due Out 23,290

Records of the QM National Inventory Control Center in Saigon show 18,509
ponchos due in to 2d ALC in December. The criticality of ponchos throughout
the country is well known by CLC/JGS, MACV and OCQM. Bvery effort has been
made to expedite shipment of these items from CONUS; however, excessive
procurement and production lead times on the special 1ightwe{ght ponchos have
caused unavoidable delays. Only during the past month have substantial numbers
of ponchos begun to arrive in-country. For example over 30,000 were received
at the 10th QM Base Depot in Saigon during the past week. Equitable distribu-
tion Is being directed by OOQM. The supply position should continue to show
improvement in the coming months.

(12) Shortage of Slings for Airmobile Operations. Comments: No
request for additional sling equipment has been recelved by CLC from
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Vietnamese Corps or artillery units. CLC will not initiate action to change -
TOE based solely on advisory recommendation. It appears favorable considera-
tion will be given properly justified unit requests through RVNAF_channels.
Recommend counterparts at corps and unit level be advised to submit requests
for change to TOE. ;

(13) POLWAR Equipment Remains in Short Supply. Comments: The
reason for this shortage is the low priority of POLWAR equipment and spare
parts in the funding program. The Chief of General Political Warfare Depart-
ment is working with JGS to solve the problem of priorities. Some relief
is anticipa.ed during this reporting period, but it is doubtful if the prob-
lem will be resolved prior to late 1970. The release of funds for the pur-
chase of non-MAP items on the POLWAR units' TOE has been disapproved for FY
69 and FY 70 by the Ministry of Finance. There is no ""POLWAR EQUIPMENT" in
the ARWN Logistics System. Quartemmaster, engineer, ordnance, signal, and
medical items comprise the five categories of equipment which are delineated
on a wnit's TOE. Emphasis must be placed on considering a unit's shortage of
32 of the 37 authorized TOE items (audio visual units, for example) as a
logistics problem rather than a PSYWAR operations problem.

(14) Shortage of Airbome Personnel Detector (People Sniffer). Com-
ments: Airborne Persomnel Detectcr Lquipment 1s not authorized for ARVN

units. Equipment in question are assets on loan to ARWN. Current status is
as follows:

(a) A message was received from the Department of the Army on
2 Jul 69 advising that support for the XM-2Z and XM-3 prototype models would
no longer be available. USARV dispatched a letter to all using activities
advising them of this action and what impact this could have. All using
activities replied that they felt that the XM-3 improved model would be suf-
ficient to do the job required. The using activities were advised that they
could retain the XM-2 and XM-3 prototype models but maintenance and supply
support would not be available. Some units did retain some of the older
models.

(b) Reports from the using activities rate the maintenance
and logistic support for the XM-3 improved model from excellent to outstand-
ing. A six month supply of parts is on hand at this time. Requests for
parts not on hand are immediately processed and the parts are flown in to
{fill the requirement (Push Package Support).

(c) The maintenance for these units is performed by the 147th

Light Equipment Maint Co and the 578th Light Equipment Maint Co which are

located at Long Binh. They are assisted and advised by two GE Technical
Representatives.

(d) On 27 Oct 69 all XM-3 improved models were operational.
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(e) At the present time no problem exists with maintenance and
logistic support of the XM-3 improved model. :

(£) A total of 71 XM-3 improved models are to be received for
use by US units. No program has been established to provide ARVN units with
the detectors.

(g) The only solution to the probiem appears to be the: ARW
units turn-in the XM-2 and obtain the loan of the XM-3 improved mod:1 if
available. There is no plan to authorize ADP equipment for issue ‘o ARVN.

(15) Shortage of Water Trailers. Comments: Water trailers are in
short supply country-wide. rorecasts of incoming assets indicate that by
December 1969 the availability of water trailers will be substantially im-
proved. Against a total requirement of 2,903, 2,781 water trailers are pro-
grammed to be in country by December 1969, :

(16) Shortage of 20-Ton Cranes. Comments: Truck-mounted cranes
continue to be an item In critical short supply. Against an authorization
of 274 there were 159 on hand, including 17 substitutes. A quantity of 210
are currently due in. Fifteen (15) cranes recently arrived at the 40th EED
and are being deprocessed, This is initial shipment of 67 rebuilt US assets
diverted for RVNAF, Remainder of the shipment is due in the next two months.
Forty (40) Harnischfeger cranes weve due to be released from new procurement
on 7 Nov 69. Additional procurement shipments to fill remaining shortfall
are scheduled for delivery in 3d and 4th quarter FY 70. Present top alloca-
tion priority as established by OCE, RVNAF, is to I Corps Tactical Zone.

(17) Delay in Construction of Dependent Housing and Materisl Shortage.

(a) Problem: ARVN Dependent Housing Self-Help Program in II
and III Corps is encountering difficultles due to a lack of available materials.

(b) Comments :

(1) A total of seven projects (440 units) have been can-
celled from the CY 69 commodity support program in II CTZ, due to unsuccess-
ful bids after several attempts or another facility being available (US canton-
ment). The total program in the CY 69 GVN Defense Budget now consists of
1820 units, all of which are under contract with construction begun on 1,170
of these units,

(2) A total of 10 projects (1,270 units) have been can-
celled from the CY 69 commodity support program in III CTZ. Of the remain-
ing program of 1,5iC units, 10 units were completed, 1,210 units are under
construction and 290 units are under contract awaiting US furnished materials.
In the 50 percent GVWN/JGS credit portions of the CY 69 RVN Defense Budget,
six projects (270 units) have been cancelled, 960 units remain in the program
with status as follows: 240 are completed, 380 are under construction, and
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S are wder contract.  The IT1 Corps Sclf-Heln lUependent llousing Program
as of 1 Nov o9 had 210 umits inder censtruction.  USAPV Ineinecers have hous-
ine now in various stapes of construction,

(18)  Comissary Shortage.

(n) Problem: 11 Corps indicates that long-term stock shortapes
reduced the effectiveness of the commissary svstem. (N=imposed bnport re-
strictions cause this problem and efforts to reselve import restrictions do
not appear to be meeting with any success.

(h) C(omments:

(1) Since the establishment of the PVNAF Commissary
Nepartment in 1956, food and sundry items that are distributed by the Conmis-
sarv lepartrent have been based on military nersonnel strenptis. Tae long-
tem stoch shortages which have been reported do, in fact, reduce the effec-
tiveness of the PANAF Commissary System. The GWN has approved only.S11.5
nillion worth of import requests since September 1968, while importation of
approximately $10.0 million in food items ner quarter is required. Conse-
quently, rost irported items are rationed.

(2) To alleviate the problem, it is necessary for the
Minister of Lconomy (MOE) to issue irport permits for the Commissary Depart-
ment to procure of f-shove those food items which are not available in-country
in sufficient quantities to meet minimum requircments. USAID is working ‘
closely with the GWN in an attempt to gain additional releases of import
permits. The Commissary lepartment continues to make the best possible use
of availahle import credits and in-country sources of supply. DBeyond this,
any substantial improvement in the commissary stockage situation is depen-
vent upon {avorable action by the 'OFE on the request by the Minister of
National Nefensc for additional import permits.

(19) Relocatior of the 1dth Armored Cavalry Squacdron.

(1) Problem: The ldth Armored Cavalry Squadron (-) has heen
oerating in the 24th STZ since June 1909, Tt has been recommended to JGS
thnt the sqpudron he permanently assicned to the 24th STZ in Xontum Province,
and the 3! Troor, 1ldtl, Amored Cavalry Squadron also he relocated.

(h) Corments: MACV represcntatives visited Armored Cormand
ane e JES Peputy J3S and discussed the advisability of moving the 14th
srared Cavalrye Squadron to Pleikn. A recormendation has been made to JOS
tooapprove the relocation,  llowever, as of 25 Januarv 1970 a final decision
Ssopot been made Cv JI650 This is cnrrently an on-eoing action which will
Peoceniitored e UMY,

92
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h. Current Problem Arcas Reported by Senior Advisors, The problems
indicated below have been reported to MACV staff for appropriate assistance.
Actions taken during the quarter to resolve these areas will be reported
in the 1st Qtr CY 70 MACV SELR Report. While not covered in detail, of major
importance is the effort being conducted in each corps to correct these
problems,

(1) Rotation System for Commandors. II1 Corps feels that the
establishment of a rotation sy:stem for commanders after they complete a
predetermined amount of timc in command is desirable.

(2) Quality of US Advisors to ARVN Units, While this is reported
as a II1 Corps problem area it gencrally exists country-wide. A serious
imbalance exists in the branch and grade distribution of officers assigned
to the IIT Corps Advisory Group. Moreover, there are qualitative deficiencies
which have resulted in many officers with inadequate training being assigned
to advisory teams. This can be rectified by granting an assignment priority
to the advisory structure at least equal to that for US combat units in-
country.

(3) Quality of ARVN Replacements from National Training Centers.
The physical condition of personnel received from the NIC 1s occasionally
unsatisfactory. It is recommended that physicals be conducted at the NIC
prior to transfer,

(4) Assigned Strength of ARWN Divisions.

(a) Although there has been continuing improvement in the
assigned strength of ARW units in IV CTZ, the strength of the three divi-
sions, which is currently 91 percent of authorized, is still below the mini-
mm satisfactory goal of 95 percent of authorized as established by JGS.
Replacements from recruiting and inductees cqualed only 59 percent of the
established combined quotas.

(b) A contributing factor to the unsatisfactory strength is
the foct that, although each division is given a monthly recruiting quota,
no fumds are authorized to the divisions to support a recruiting program,

(¢) An additional factor to the unsatisfactory strength levels
is the fact that volunteers for the recruiting program are required to have
birth certificates and ID cards, while inductees are not required to have
these documents.

(5) Desertions. A problom with desertions continues to exist in

the 2d Division and 51st Regiment. Factors reported as contributing to the
high rate are:
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(a) Fear of mines and booby traps, particula?ly by the Slst
Regiment in Quang Nam Province, which has the highest density of mines and
booby traps in country.

(b) Use of Class B personnel as replacements. In the past
nine months the 51st Regiment received 1143 Class B replacements and 735
have deserted. ‘

~ (c) Lack of a relatively secure stand down area for the unit
and a permanent, secure location for dependents. Battalion stand down areas
are being prepared by use of the Self-Help Program and a permanent base will
be selected in the near future. A lack of prompt administrative and logis-
tical support (see problem (7) below on the Quang Da Special Zone (QDSZ)
Headquarters). :

(6) Shortage of Qualified Leaders. Shortages of qualified leaders
exist at battalion, company, and platoon levels. The officer program has
insufficient motivating factors, such as rewards and punishments, to im-
prove performance. Emphasis is being placed on training programs at all
levels to alleviate this problem.

(7) Lack of a Headquarters in QDSZ. Command and control continues
to be weak and administrative and logistical support inadequate due to lack
of a headquarters. A report has previously been made of this problem to
MACV and JGS.

(8) Command and Control in the 44th Special Tactical Zone. The
44th has a serious problem area in command and control. The 44th STZ is
a division level headquarters which, due to the varied forces operating
in the 44th STZ, has direct command of no forces. The 44th STZ has OPCON
of special forces and artillery units working in the zone, and temporary
control of special units such as ranger battalions and armored cavalry squad-
rons when they are assigned by IV CTZ for operations. In addition, USN
and VNN elements operate in the 44th STZ independently of 44th STZ control,
and Province Chiefs take their orders directly from IV CTZ with direct ac-
cess to Saigon. Their concurrence is required in order to utilize their
organic RF/PF troops for tactical zone operations.

(9) Increase Infantry Battalions to Four Rifle Companies. III
Corps rccommends tnat consideration be given to adding an additional
rifle company to the presently authorized three in infantry battalions.

(10) Airbome Personnel Detector (APD) Operations. Advisory teams
arc not provided the equipment or personnel to carry cut APD operations. In
-view of Vietnamization, it is desirable that ARWN develop APD capability, to
include organic equipment and personnel.
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(11) Employment of the 4th Arm r Brigade.

(8) Dircct orders have been issued to climinate severe damage
or destruction of MI13 and other APCs. Commanders are to be Jess aggres-
sive in closing with and destroying the enemy by ground combat. DPmphasis
is placed on finding and fixing the enemy, then destroying him with tactical
air, gunships, und artillery. This is in direct contravention of General
Vien's directive #310-13/J($/J3, duted 3 November 1969, subject: Employment
of Ammor.

(b) Cavalry troops have becn employed as a means to transport
and provide fire support to infantry units.

(¢) Commitment of cavalry troops has been piecemeal.

(d) Awmored cavalry squadrons are infrequently deployed as
complete units, with infantry and artillery attached, in an offensive rvle.

(e) [Inadequate time and facilities are provided for maintenance.

(12) Publishing New TOE by JGS. In the past increases have been ap-
proved in unit strength without publication of a new TOE. This precludes
JGS and corps G3 from coordinating for personnel replacements in the proper
grade and MOS.

(13) Inadequate Artillery Resources.

(a) The 42d DTA is allocated seventy-two 105mm howitzers and
eight 155mm howitzers. Only three battalions are available to support the
21st Division during operations and several strategic hamlets and villages are
not provided artillery support for territorial security.

(b) There are inadequate artillery personnel available to the
44th STZ to provide necessary command and control of artillery assets.

(14) Commmications/Engineer and Reconnaissance Support. The Air-
borne Division reports a lack of adequate commmnicatIons, engineer and
reconnaissance suppert. Signal, engineer and reconnaissance units of the
division are not large encugh to adequately support the division when it is
committed to multi-brigade operations in remote jungle terrain.

{1%) Logistics/Supply Shortages.

(a) A shortage of protective masks continues to exist in II
Comps .

(b) The recadiness condition of ML13 track vehicles in both the
3d and 14th Armored Cavalry Squadrons has improved, but a continuation of
emphasis to achicve a steady flow of assemblies and major components is
necessary.

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

(¢) The 27 becember 09 deployment date for tiw 234 Actilicry
Rattalion was not met due to a shortage of seven 105mm howitzers.

(d) Tables of organization should be amended to rcfloc; an
authorization of six sling sets per artillery battalion to provide simul-
tancous air 1ift of one battery. Current authorization allows for the air

lift of only one platoon.

(e) Critical shortages still cxist in repair parts and it is
recommended that ALC dopst stockage levels be based on density of equipment
supported and filled on a one time '"push' basis.

(f) The present ARVN combat boot is reported as unsatisfactory
for tropical use and long lead times exist in obtaining an acceptable

replacement.,
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5. {(C-NOPORN)  Vietnamese Naval fvrees Dvaluatiocn.

a. Introduction.
(1) This report addresses the operational effectiveness of the
Vietnamese Navy (VNN). The report is based on the Naval Torces Evaluation
System (NFES), a subsystem of SEER,

(2) In measuring the operational effectiveness of the VNN there are
three major areas of interest:

(a) Improvement and Modernization,
{(b) Operational Performance.
(¢} Operational Results.
(3) Although unquantifiable results frequently overshadow the quanti-
fiable ones, a general feel for the situation can be obtained by examining
the factors that make up these areas, .

(4) A glossary of acronyms is included at the end of the section,

b. _Summary of Performance.

(1) Effectiveness.

(a) Craft tumnovers are on schedule.

(b) Supply center pérformance is satisfactory.

{¢) Craft cmployment, a measure of WN level of effort, is satis-
factory. The perfomance indicators, which depict effective employment of
craft, show aggressiveness by VNN operating forces.

{d) Viewed together, the indicators tend to show satisfactory

progress in improvement and modernization during the first full year of the

Vietnamization program. Additionally, with the first increment turnovers in
June (RAC) and October (PCF/PBR), WN utilization of turnover assets has been
in combined commands and has shown signs of aggressiveness in prosecuting the
naval war and in relieving the USN of its naval mission.

(¢) The Vietnamese are gaining valushle operational experience
working with US units in combined operations. The assignment of operations
are such that US personncl can be phased out as the Vietnamese demonstrate
the ability to handle the effort.

(2) Problem Arcas.
(a) TForces are short of officers and petty officers because of
the rapid expansion of the WN. Corrective programs will alleviate the offi-

cer shortage by about December 1970. Implementation of additional programs to
eliminate the petty officer shortage is expected in early 1970,
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(hy Inefficient supply transportation practices have been identi:
b fied in the area of craft employment and short tem corrective measures have.
heen urged pending the furmation of the planncd DELTA/ISSZ Resupply System,

(¢) Fluctuation in craft availability throughout the year has
heen caused hy poor maintenance practices, supply support problems and battle
damage resulting from opcrations in the U Minh Forest. Pouor maintenance prac-
tices resulted from trained personnel being drawn from operating units to sup- \
port turnover programs and untrained personnel being uscd as replucements.

The expanded training program is now providing trained personncl for the main-
tenance jobs.

J ¢. lmprovement and Modernization.

(1) Improvement and modernization will be measured by examining:
(a) Craft Inventory.

()  Personnel Strengths,

(¢) Training.

(d) Logistics.
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(2) Craft Inventories.

(a) Actual and planned VNN combat and logistics 1ift craft inven-
tories are shown in Table 3. Craft assets are made avallable to VNN through
Military Assistance Service Funded (MASF) deliveries and through turnover of
in-country USN assets,

TABLE 3
ACTUAL AND PLANNED VNN CRAFT INVENTORIES
END PROGRAMMED ON-HAND  ULTIMATE

CATEGORY CY 68 CY 69 S1TECEY
Coastal Surveillance

PC, PCE, PM, MSC 30 30 30 32

PCF, WPB 10 42 41 95

JUNKS 264 226 226 240

DER/WHEC 0 0 0 4
River Security/Interdiction

PBR 17 90 88 250

MIMS, LCMM 16 16 16 16

LSSL, LSIL 11 11 11 11

ESCORT CRAFT 28 28 28 28
River Assault/Interdiction

RAG CRAFT 202 202 202 202

RAID CRAFT 0 109 108 189
Logistics Lift

LST, LSM, LCU, YOG, AXL 18 20 20 30

Total Craft 596 774 770 1097

{b) Craft turnover is on schedule. Temporary training program
shortfalls caused one WPB turnover co slip to O¥ 70, and caused minor altera-
tions in the CY 70 schedule. In 1970, the "Coamstal Raider' program (craft
constructed of ferro cement) will begin replacing the aging junk force. Two
PBdehave been surveyed due to battlo damage, One RAID craft was also sur-
veyed,
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(3) Personnel Strength. Chart 56 shows the increase in the VNN per-

alam fmmmancad navrindi.
cronsed

sonnel strength uring or 69. Tic authoiized stremgth alse in ney
cally and on the last day of CY 69 it was increased to 33,122 personnel.
allowance is composed of 3,001 officers, 10,127 petty officers and 19,094

enlisted.

(a) Ship, craft, and support ectivity personnel manning levels

are displayed in Table 4 below as percentages of TO&E
TABLE 4

PERSONNEL MANNING LEVELS

allowances.

N

CATEGORY AS OF 31 DEC 69
Coastal Officer 45%
Surveillance PO 39%
Enlisted 107%
TOTAL 78%
River Of ficer 46%
Security/ PO 18%
Interdiction Enlisted 92%
TOTAL 62%
River Officer 60%
Assault PO 384
Interdiction Bnlisted 96%
TOTAL 78%
Logistic Officer 89%
Lift PO 48%
Bnlisted 106%
TOTAL 87%
Support Activities Officer 80%
Including Training PO 103%
Facilities Enlisted 178%
TOTAL 148%

Civilian Repair

53%

(b) The year was characterized by an increase in the "Support

Activities" category, reflecting the massive training effort conducted by

tho VNN, partially at the expense of the operational

petty officer strengths. This reflects the fact that the output of the

forces., In all cate-
gories, enlisted persomnel strength is significantly higher than officer or

training programs is composed primarily of new recruits received in the great

personnel expansion of the WN. The VN accomplished this expansion with

volunteers. This allowed the WN to be selective, The required education
standard for recruits dipped to 5 years in July and August, was 7 years for

a period, and at year's end was back up to 9 years,
100
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{c} Officer etronath will he watisfactory hy the end of 1970,
through the implementation ol programs for the orientation of graduates of
the ARWN OCS and for the training of VN officer candidates at the U.5. Navy
OCS in Newport, Rhode Tsland, The relatively greater number of officers
assigned to the logistic 1ift cutegory is not significant. This categovy is
composcd of 20 ships, is the training ground for many new officers, and
normally has only 100 officers assigned. Proposed programs to alleviate the
petty officer shortuge include expunsion of the petty officer school, transfer
of selected ratings hetween branches, and reduction of time-in-grade require-
ments for exceptlonal personnel. Implementation is expected in early 1970.

(d) Civilian repair facility and shipyard strength has remained
well below the satisfactory level. The actual number of personnel in these .
fucilities has increased but, with increased rcpairs and maintenance needs,
the personnel allowance has increased also. Over three thousand workers are
authorized for repair facilities and the shipyard., The WN shipyard operation
continues to be restricted by a shortage of skilled civilian personnel, who
are being hired away by civilian contractors. Proposed solutions are to hire
18-25 year olds with accompanying draft exemptions, and to permanently assign
an additional one thousand Navy personnel to the shipyard.

(4) Training. Training programs to support asset turnover angd-to
upgrade the competence level of the WN are on schedule, and current devia-
tions are within acceptable limits. Since inputs to training programs may
be controlled, the cumulative inputs to these programs, expressed as .a per-
centage of programmed inputs, is a measure of VNN effort to meet training
milestones and a measure of propress in improvement and modernization.

TABLE §

TRAINING

CATEGORY CUMULATIVE CY 69 PERCENT' INPUT

Recruit 101%
Basic Speclalist 984%
Advanced Specialist 53
Petty Officer 1123 '
Midshipman (Naval Academy) 100% '
Warrant Of ficer 99%
tnglish Language Training 99%
Combat Craft Orientation School 103%
‘n-the-Joh Training, Crew 8%
On-the-Job Training, Other than Crew 104%
Off-Shore (outside the country) 98%

Selected data is displayed graphically in Chart 57,
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(a) Advanced specialist shortfalls were caused early in the
year by unrealistic programming and a shortage of VNN instructors and quali-
fied WN students, who are not being utilized in other programs. Although
re-programming occurred in the second quarter, the student/instructor short-
age continued. Since this category contains courses similar to those given
as a nart of petty officer school, the shortfall is not significant. Accord-
ingly, a smaller input to this category is being considered for the 1970 train-
ing progran.

{b) The 1 October low point in crew on-the-job training re-
flected the shortfall in WPB program inputs. The upward trend in subsequent
months reflected corrective measures. One WPB turnover was slipped to 1970,
and minor changes were necessary in the 1970 program.

(¢) Prior to 1 July, the on-the-job training (except crew)
category represented individual supply and maintenance training. Difficulties
encountered in detailing the initial increment of 359 ACTOVLOG trainees in
June accounted for the 1 July shortfall. At year's end, recovery was
complete, The data is deceptive, however, since the programmed figures were
increased by about 1000 over the initial plan. Additionally, considerable
slack exists between planned and actual attrition. Thus, ACTOVLOG training
is actually close to original expectations.

(5) logistics.

() Llogistics performance will be measured by examining:
1 Supply Center Performance.
2 Transportation Performance.

3 Craft Availability.

b) Supply Center Performance. VNN Supply Center sffectiveness
data and standards esgaéIIsﬁea Tor RIMMS are listed in Table 6. Customer satisfac-
tion is a measure of the number of requisitions filled, Stockage satisfaction
is & measure of the number of items in stock when required. Demand accomoda-
tion is a measure of the number of requisitions received for items on the Supply
Center's Load List. Rejection rate is the percent of requisitions received
which were incomplete or improperly submitted and therefore rejected. The
fluctustions do not appear to show any significant trends. The four supply
indicators, viewed together tend to show that the center has a valid load list
and is able to meet customers demands.

TABLE 6
SUPPLY EFFECTIVENESS

Indicator Desired Satisfactory 1st Qtr 2d Qtr 3d Qtr 4th Qtr

Customer Satisfaction 70% 60% 69% 72% 72% 71%

Stockage Satisfaction 85% 75% 85% 90% B7% 89%

Demand Accomodation 90% 75% 84% 81% B2% 81%

Requisition Rejections 10% 15% 1% 6% 6% 8%
104
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(c) 1ransportat10n Performance. The mmber of tons of carwo
and MOL lifted by the logistics flotilla and the RVNAF Improvement and
Modernization System standard arc displayed helow:

esired 1st Qtr 24 Qtr  3d Qtr  4th Qtr

Tons lifted 42,000 32,240 23,772 27,933 31,063

The desired standards are based on average capacities and a 70% utilization
of craft, In Scptember 1969 the desired standard was raised from 39,000 tons

“to 42,000 tons due to addition of an LST to the Logistic Lift., Although

craft availability and employment have been high, inefficient scheduling and
cargo handling have resulted in the standards not being met. The  int General

_Staff (JGS) has been assigned scheduling control of most of the VNN . or

logistic craft., The WN logistic FMlotilla Commander notifies the JGS when

a craft is available for a mission, JGS then schedules a cargo 1ift mission,
This short-notice practice has resulted in inefficient utilization of assets,
short loading, and no backloading of carge for the return trip to Saigon.

(d) Craft Availability. Ava:lahlllty is a gross measurc of
VNN abllity in craft maintenance and supply of spgre parts, Since the USN
and WN presently have a single logistic tail, and USN facilities are respon-
sible for the support of WNN craft until the fumnover of all repair facilities
in FY 72, the indicator is currently a measure of the combined effort to main-
tain PCFs, PBRs and RAC. Since WN facilities maintain the older craft, the
indicator is a truer measure of strictly VNN capability for those craft.

1 If a craft is capable of getting undeyway, it is con-
sidered available,” The indicator does not measure the operability of armament,
communications equipment, or ancillary engineering equipment. A qualitative
advisor input is being sought to aid in the interpretation of this indicator,

2 The standards for avallability were based, for older
craft, upon past VAN performance, and for newer assets, such as PCF, PBR und
RAC, on past USN performance.

3 Chart 58 is a display of the VNN craft assets during CY
69, broken down into thelr four major groupings, The average number of craft
asq1gned operational and employed per month is shown for each major group.
From this chart it is significant that while assigned craft have generally
increased, the VNN has been able to maintain or increase the proportion of
operational and employed craft. A more detailed availability of selected
types of craft is shown on Chart §9, 60, 61, 62 and 63. This selected group
of craft is indicative of the greatest VNN activity,
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|  CRAFT AVAILABILITY AND EMPLOYMENT
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4 PCF/WPB availability is displayed on Chart S9. In April,
the An Thoi squadron had 75% of the boat assets. A lack of spare parts, rota-
table components, and consumable itcms existed becausc of the excessive amount
of time for requisitions to be filled and material to be transported to An
Thoi. Additionally, special tools and equipment for the hull and engine shops
had not yet arrived, and therefore the shops werc utilized only to a limited
extent. From 1 May to 1 September, craft availability decreased as the craft
material condition deteriorated, and as an accclerated boat overhaul program
was implemented to correct the situation. Tn September availability rose
again with the turnover of 13 craft in exccllent material condition. Recent
unannounced material inspections by CTF 115 and a USN/VNN inspection team have
shown that VNN PCF crews are equal to their USN counterparts in preventive
maintenance. The An Thoi squadron, which was the first effort to fully Viet-
namize an operational area, craft and maintenance facilities provided valuable
experience.

5 PBR availability displayed on Chart 60 dropped on 1 April
1969 as a result of initial VNN maintenance difficulties. During the summer
and fall, the two Saigon-based river patrol groups brought the availability of
their craft back to the desired level. In October 1969 the availability rose
with the turnover of recently overhauled asscts. As the newly acquired assets
are deployed throughout the Delta, a more realistic availability level will be
observed than was recorded in mid 1969 when the craft were operated only in
the vicinity of Saigon.

6 RAID craft availability displayed on Chart 61 dropped
sharply in April, when maintenance and support problems occurred. Vigorous
corre..ive measures, implemented by advisors, brought the availability back
to the desired level. The November drop was caused by extensive battle dam-
age inflicted during the U Minh Forest operations.

7 During the first five months of 1969, the availability of
the older river assault group (RAG) boats declined gradually as displayed on
Chart 62. An above average number of operations of extended duration away
from the RAG bases, low water level in the Delta resulting in bottom damage,
some hcavy battlc damage requiring lengthy repair, and the inability of the
Western Repair TFacility to absorb the workload because of civilian worker
shortages contributed to this decline. The RAG availability decline also
signalled the fact thet experienced maintenance personnel had been drawn from
operating forces to support tumover programs and had been replaced with less
highly skilled men. There were indications that routine preventive mainte-
nance was falling below standards previously maintained. Repairs which had
heen accomplished by unit mechanics required completion by repair facilities
or the Naval Shipyard. This led to an investigation of the lowering of the
overall WN experience level causcd by the drawdown of experienced personnel.
The drawdown was perhaps a causc of an increase in waterway incidents during
the sccond quarter. WNN Headquarters investigations concluded that the majority

were attributable to incxperienced boat coxswains. As a result, COMNAVIORV de-
termined that the VNN had about reached the limit on how far drawdown of older
forces could be effected for further turnover programs. lortunately, the ex-

panded training programs began to graduate personnel to man future turnover
craft, and further drawdown was not nccessary.
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8 logistics lift craft availability is indicated on Char
03. These figures are inflated since logistic 1ift craft arc available i .
capable of loading/unloading as well as getting underway. Additionally,
when logistic craft return to Saigon after a mission, they routinely commence
an upkeep period until made available to the JGS lor scheduling. This lack
of firm employment and upkeep schedule adversely influences the indicator
as a true measure of ability to meet that schedule.

d. Operational Performance.

{1) Operational performance will be measured by examining:
(a) Craft Enmployment.
(b) Performance Indicators.

(2) Craft Employment. Employment is a measure of the VNN level of
activity. A cralt 1s employed if it gets underway, A Fleet Command Ship,
however, is considercd employed the entire time it is deployed from Saigon,
even if in port. The indicator does not reveal whether or not the unit was
gainfully employed. It must be used in conjunction with advisor reports and
performance indicators.

(a) The standards for employment for older craft are based on
past WNN performance, and for newer assets, such as PCF, PBR and RAC on past
USN performance,

(b) PCF/WPB employment is displayed on Chart 59. Employment
rose above the desired level in early April when the VNN PCFs assumed
greater Market Time responsibilities in the Fourth Coastal Zone. Employment
declined significantly only once, in July, when low availability temporarily
forced employment down.

(¢) PBR employment is displayed on Chart 6). There were no
significant fluctuations until November; the craft were employed mostly in
the vicinity of Saigon in Came Warden type missions. 1970 data will show the
employment pattern for interdiction operations.

(d) RAID employment is displayed on Chart 61. Employment
reached its peak during the late spring and early summer, when the craft
were employed in the Giant Slingshot interdiction operation. The craft were
not utilized as heavily in the following months, which was the formative
period for CTF 211 and the lull before the U Minh operation. In October
utilization peaked in the U Minh effort. In November employment was forced
jgyn by the large number of craft undergoing repairs for extensive battle

nage.

(e} RAC employment was the same as availability (Chart 62)
for the last threc months of CY 69. Earlier data are not available,
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(Y A dogistic craft is emploved if it is Inadina, imloading
or underway.  Similar to logistic craft availability in the absence of a
firm cmployment schedule, the indicator is somewhat inaccurate as a true
measure of the ability to mect that schedule. Data is shown on Chart 63,

(3) VYPerformance Indicators. The four indicators listed in Table 7 have
heen developed to give an indication of the performance and readiness of the
three major VN operating groups. These indicators have been nommalized
(averayed over all craft in a specific group), Bias still remains; for
example, one division of hoats operating in a high risk area versus one in
a low risk urca., As a result the numbers have meaning only when compared
to a standard., The standard values were computed from historical data ob-
tained on USN units operating in the three major operating groups. An ex-
panded data base is being compiled to give more meaningful standards consider-
ing present operations. All four indicaters must be used conjointly and
subjected to a value judgement to obtain a relative picture of WN perfor-
mance and readiness. The data is taken from WNN operational summaries, USN
spot reports, and advisor spot reports. Although these indicators were
chosen as possible comparison measures they often have little meaning because
the WN cralt in Market Time, for example, have had }eseeveg one percent of
the opportunity to get in firefights that USN PCT in river operations have
had,  In operations such as Ciant Slingshot, where WN river patrol groups
are integrated with USN river divisions, it is difficult to see any differences
in readiness and training of the two navies.

TABLE 7
PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

Indicators Standard ocT NOV DEC

Coastal Divisions

Boats Damaged/Destroyed per Unit .03 0 0 .02
Incidents per Unit .54 0 .03 .02
Friendly Casualties per Unit .10 0 0 .07
Enemy KIA per Unit .26 .03 0 0
River Patrol Groups
Boat Damaged/Destroyed per Unit .37 0 0 .05
Incidents per Unit .85 .09 14 .27
"riendly Casualties per Unit .15 0 0 .04
nemy KIA per Unit 52 A .26 .38
River Assault §
Tnterdiction Divisions
Boats Damaged/Destroyed per Unit .10 .05 27 .04
Incidents per Unit .45 13 17 .19
Iriendly Casualties per tnit 27 .20 .27 .20
Enemy KIA per Unit .22 .09 22 .09
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(a) (oastal Divisions. The WN presently has one coastal squad-
ron divided into the equivalent of two US Coastal Divisions. Divisions are
deployed on Market ['ime patrols. ‘The VNN controls 29 of the 58 coastal sur-.
veillance stations as indicated on Chart 64, The changes in the USN/WN
responsibility is also shown for the four quarters of 1969, Market Time
patrol operations are relatively quiet in comparison to SEA LORDS interdiction
operations. Inasmuch as only a few WN PCFs are assigned to SEA LORDS the
readiness and performance indicators show a large disparity from the arbitrary
standard, which is based on all PCF operations, In the future WN PCFs will
he playing a larger part in interdiction type operations and a hetter picture
will be presented by the readiness and perfermance indicators.

(b) River Assault and Interdiction Division. There are six
RAIDs consisting of approximately 1B boats per division, Four RAIDs are part
of ATF 211 and have been operating in the U Minh and lower delta regions.
The remaining two RAIDs are employed in the (Giant Slingshot area of operations.
In November, enemy initiated attacks in the U Minh area caused a rise in
RAID activity, as measured by number of incidents per unit, and enemy KIA
per unit. In December operations were on a smaller scale than previous
months. RAID activity, as measured by the number of incidents per unit, has
continued to risc. This rise can be attributed to more use of night water-
borne guard post tactics. Although the overall WN readiness and perfommance
is not up to arbitrary standards it is significant to note that for a small
number of incidents the enemy KIA is high.

(c) River Patrol Groups. There are four VNN River Patrol

Groups {RPG), with approximately 20 PBRs per group. RPG 51 and 52 are em-
ployed primarily in Rung Sat Special Zone and Soi Rap River with the vital
job of protection of shipping. RPG 53 is employed in the Giant Slingshot
interdiction operation and RPG 54 operates 10 bopats on the Bassac River and
10 boats in the Tran Hung Dao barrier operation. The level of activity is
less than the arbitrary stundard due to the nature of the above operations,
i.e., a large amount of pure patrolling. However, based on this level of
activity the enemy KIA per unit is very high and points to aggressive opera-
tions by VNN RPG,

(d) Area of Operaticnal Responsibility. Chart 65 shows the
locations of various naval operations and those that are USN controlled as
well as those that are VNN/USN combined operations. These combined opera-
tions join USN and WNN personnel in the same staff and fighting effort with
the WN eventually assuming the total control of these operations. All naval
operations will become combined operations early in CY 70.

111

CONFIDENTIAL




F 7

€60
80

40
30

20}t
10}t

I

* CONFIDENTIAL

CHART 64

~ MARKET TIME SURVEN.LANCE STATIONS |
4TH QTR CY 69

112

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

ivOo1ld v3S

6961 030  SNOILVY3JC
¥IN¥YE TVAVN ISINUNLIIA
ANV S3IVLS Q3LNN

59 VD

l\l\ ”
o]

n3i1. ovd

H ¥31yYve
1OHSONIIS LNVIO

~{ 3a0

AZ3348

113

CONFIDENTIAL

- l\\
Ova O9NNR Nvdl

ANVWINOD NSn L3

(NNA/NSN) ONVWWOO G3NIEWOD B




CONFIDENTIAL

e¢. Opcrational Results,

(1) Operational results for the WN during the four quarters of
CY 69 are displayed in Charts 66 and 67. Improvements are noted in the results
of attacks on enemy personnel and craft. Fewer WNN KIA as well as a higher
enemy KIA contributed to the improved KIA ratio. The increased number of VNN
craft damaged is due to the increased engagment of naval assets. The high num-
bers of craft searched indicates the effort devoted to coastal and inland
waterway security.

(2) Chart 68 is a comparison of USN and VNN results for the 3d and
4th Qtr of CY 69. High US results include the efforts of US air support
of USN and VNN waterborne cperations. This display indicates the total
effort necessary on the part of the Vietnamese, assuming the current level
of fighting continues.
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GOSSARY OF AURONYIS

ACTOVLOG Accelerated Turnover Lopistics Pronram
AKL Attack Cargo, l.ight

ATE Anphibious Task loree

ATG Amphibious Task Group

Crz Corps Tactical lone

&/ Constal Zone

IER Destroyer Iscort, Radar

JGS Joint General Staff (Vietnameseo)

1L.CWM Landing Craft, Mechunized, Minesweeper
(M Landing Cratt, Mechanized

1.AM-8 Landing Craft, Mechanized Mark 8 (Larpe 1LGM)
1.CU Landing Craflt, Utility

I.STL Landing Ship, Infantry, Large

L.SSL Landing Ship, Support, Large

1.SM : Landing Ship, Malium

LST Landing Ship, Tauk

MASE Military Assiztance Service Funded
MIMS Motor Lamch Mine Sweeper

arr On the Job Training

PBR Patrol Roat River

PC Patrol Cralt

PCE Putrol Cralt, Dscort

PCF Patrol Craft, Past

PcM putrol Motor Cunboat

RAC River Assanlt Craft

RAG River Assauil Group

RALD River Assault and Tnterdiction Division
RPG River Pat 1 Group

RSSZ Rung Sat Special Zone

TF Task TForce

TG Tusk Group

WHEC High ndurance Coast Guard Cutter

WPB Coast Cuard Patrol Bout

YOG Constal Oiler

YI'L Medium Yord Tup
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ANNEX_ A
Enemy Contacts and Results Per Bn

Results per battalion in terms of hours of contact and enemy KIA per hour
of contact are shown in this annex for each major organization, by mission.
For hours of contasct all contacts were converted to contact with the
equivalent of an enemy glatoon, by miltiplying company contacts by three
and battalion contacts nine. Where mission headings are ocmitted, there
were no enemy contacts while on that mission,

A-1
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CUNF IDENTIAL
I CORPS

ENEMY CONTACTS AND RESULTS

ORGANIZATION AND EN PLT EQUIV EN KIA PER PLT
MISSION HRS OF CONTACT EQUIV HR OF CONTACT
01 DIV
COMBAT OPERATIONS 147 3,09
PACIFICATION ACTIVE
PACIFICATION STATIC
SECURITY 10 1.50
TOTAL 157 . 2.99
02 DIV
COMBAT OPERATIONS 690 1.32
PACIFICATION ACTIVE 1 5,00
PACIFICATION STATIC 3 0.33
SECURITY 45 le24
TOTAL 739 1.32 |
51 REG :
COMBAT OPERATIONS 32 2.16
PACIFICATION ACTIVE
PACIFICATION STATIC
SECURITY 14 , 1.29
TaTAL 46 1.89
A-Z
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I1 CORPS

ENEMY CONTACTS AND RESULTS

ORGANIZATION AND EN PLT EQUIV EN KIA PER PLT
MISSION HRS OF CONTACT EQUIV HR OF CONTACT
22 DIV
COMBAT QPERATIONS 1116 037
PACIFICATION ACTIVE 324 De42
PACIFICATION STATIC 120 1.21
SECURITY
TOTAL 1560 00k
23 olv
COMBAT GPERATIONS 466 0.96
PACIFICATION ACTIVE 5 0440
PACIFICATION STATIC
SECURITY 48 0457
TOTAL 529 0.90
! 42 REG
COMBAT OPERATIONS 73 Delé

PACIFICATION ACTIVE

PACIFICATION STATIC
‘ SECURITY 8 0,13
f TOTAL 8l . Oulé

A-3
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CONF IDENTIAL
111 CORPS

ENEMY CONTACTS AND RESULTS

ORGANIZATION AND EN PLT EQUIV EN KIA PER PLT

MISSION HRS OF CONTACT EQUIY HR OF CONTACT
05 DIV
COMBAT OPERATIONS 340 0.69

PACIFICATION ACTIVE
PACIFICATION STATIC

SECURITY 15 0400

TOTAL 356 0.65
18 DIV

COMBAT OPERATIONS 297 0.68

PACIFICATION ACTIVE
PACIFICATION STATIC

SECURITY 32 0.97
TOTAL 330 0.69
25 Dlv
COMBAT OPERATIONS 54 4e52
PACIFICATION ACT]VE 59 3.83
. PACIFICATION STATIC 8 2,00
SECURITY 6 0.83
TOTAL 127 ' 3.87

A-4
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ORGANILIZATION AND
MISSIAN

07 DIv

COMBAT OPERATIONS
PACIFICATIUN ACTIVE
PACIFICATION STATIC
SECURITY

TOTAL

Q9 DIV

COMBAT QPERATIONS
PACLIFICATIUN ACTIVE
PACIFICATION STATIC
SECURITY

TOTAL

21 olv

COMBAT OPERATIONS
PACIFICATION ACTIVE
PACIFICATION STATIC
SECURITY

TOTAL

Iv CORPS

ENEMY CONTACTS AND RESULTS

EN PLY EQUIYV

EN K1A PER PLT

HRS OF CONTACT EQUIV HR OF CONTACT

753
36

31
820

425
3
14

442

1817
8

1833

A-5
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ORGANIZATION AND
MISS ION

Cv TOTALS

COMBAT NPERATIONS
PACIFICATION ACTIVE
PACIFICATION STATIC
SECURITY

TOTAL

RN TOTALS

COMBAT QOPERATIONS
PACIFICATION ACTIVE
PACIFICATION STATIC
SECURITY

TOTAL

AB DIV

COMBAT OPERATIONS
PACIFICATION ACTIVE
PACIFICATION STATIC
SECURITY

TOTAL

VNMC

COMBAT OPERATIONS
PACIFICATION ACTIVE
PACIFICATION STATIC
SECURITY

TOTAL

EN PLT EQULV

ENEMY CONTACTS AND RESULTS

EN KIA PER PLY

HRS OF CONTACT EQUIV HR OF CONTACT

A-6

487

37

528

767

19

809

630

630

231

231
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ANNEX B

Enemy Initialed Incidents and Resulls

Shown in this annex by division and separate regiment are the numbers of
enemy initiated incidents by type, whether day or night, and the resulting
numbers of friendly or enemy IIAs; friendly WIA, MIA or captured; and weapons
captured or lost.
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ENEMY INITJATED INCIDENTS

EN KTA FR KTA PFRTENDLY WEAPUINS
NL N DL N WIA MIA/CAPT| LOST CAPT
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2 0 n 2 0 8 0 0 0

ATTACK BY FIREQ
TERR/SABOTAGE

PO = OO0OC0C0O

—oNNWwW D

ENEMY INITIATED INCIDENTS

INCID EN KIA FR KIA FRIENDLY WEAPONS

DL N DL N DL N WIA MIA/CAPT| LOST CAPT

19 6 1 0 18 0 0 6

0| 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

- -0 0 0 2 15 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0

0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0

1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0

4 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0

] 14 7 7 1 4 1 28 0 0 1

1 1 0 1 1 0 3 0 0 0

1 8 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0

2 0 0 2 6 0 0 0

. 1 3 2 0 5 0 0 2

ATTACK BY FIRE 15 0 10 '3 26 0 0 8
TERR/ SABOTAGE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
R 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

B-3

CONFIDENTIAL




Al

STERR/ SAPOTAGE
ARASSMENT MIL

CONFIDERTIAL

DL

EN KIA.

ENEMY INITIATED INCIDENTS ) i

I i ENEMY TNTTTATEN TNCTNENTS l

" FR KIA

N WIA,  MIA/ ]

TRIENDLY i

D00 D
DO O

OO DD D OO0 0O
O OO0 O DO OoO0

EN KTA
N

B-4

FR KIA FRIENDLY

DL

CONFIDENTIAL

N WIA  MIA/CAPT{LOST CAPT




CONFIDENTIAL

ANNEX C

Effort, Results and Caches Discovered

1. Distribution of effort as shown in this annex is the percent of time
spent on the different types of operations by divisions and separate bat-
talions., Distribution of effort is based on the actual number of bat-
talion days spent on each type of operation, against the mumber of bat-
talion days available. The following definitions apply to the operations
as used in this annex:

a, Combat Operations. Operations conducted to ({ind, {ix and destroy
cnemy forces, and to find and destroy his equipment, base areas and lines
of communications,

b. Security Operations. Operations conducted to deny eney access or
damage to friendly political, economic, and military resources and instal-
lations, other than those specifically designated with the pacification
progranm,

¢. Pacification Active. Operations conducted by a unit inder OPCON of
a sector commander for support of pacification, to scck out and destroy or
neutralize enemy forces which threaten the population or resources of the
assigned pacification area. (Includes reconnaissance in force, direct
attack against located enemy forces, cordon and search operations, long
range patrols and ambushes.)

d. Pacification Static. Operations conducted by a unit under OPCON of
a sector commander for support of pacification, to deny enemy access to
protected areas where pacification is in progress, and to prevent enemy
action against the population or resources within the pacification areas.
(Includes outposts, patrols, and strong points within or in the immediate
vicinity of protected areas.,) This category also includes reserve, train-
ing and rehabilitation while the unit is formally assigned in support of
pacification.

e. Reserve. (Other than support of pacification.) Manecuver units,
including alerted but not commItted reaction forces, are in reserve when so
designated by the appropriate commander and not otherwise employed.

f. Training. Those missions in which forces are involved in training.

g. Rehabilitation. Time spent rcstoring a unit's physical and mental

strength with rest and resupply.

2. Pages C-1 to C-18 contain tabulations for distribution of effort
(combat, security, pacification active, pacification static, reserve,
training, and rehabilitation), friendly and enemy KIAs, cnemy captured or
surrendered, weapons captured versus lost, and caches, as reported by

all ARVN/VNMC organizations. Page C-19 contains tabulations for distribution

of effort for the 3d and 4th Qtr CY 69 by major ARVN/VNMC orpanizations.
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ANNEX D

Advisors' Assessment Tables

d These tables depict the advisors' assessment of divisions, separate regiments,
and special organizations as derived from responses to the Quarterly Effective-
ness Report (SEER Questiomnaire). Battalion ratings are derived from the cambi-
nation of battalion and regimental advisors' assessments. The regimental
ratings are derived from the combination of regimental and division advisors'

assessments.
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i ANNEX E
3 p———

| Combat Suppert Received

This annex presents the totals of various types of combat support received
by maneuver battalions, as reported by battalion advisors. Also presented
is the "per battalion share', or the tctal for the major organization
divided by the number of maneuver battalions in that organization.
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