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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARIY
HEADQUARTERS 7TH ARMORED SQUADRON 1ST AIR CAVAIRY
APO San Francisco 96357

15 Nov 1955
SURJECT: (U) Operational Report of 7th Armored S quadron, 1st Alr Covolyy
for Period Ending 31 Cot 1969, (RCS CSFORLES) (R2)

CINCUSARPAC, ATTN: GPOP-DT, APO 96558
DCG, USARV, ATTN: AVHCO-DST, APO 96375
CG, 1st AN IDE, ATTN: AVBAGC-0, APO 96384
CO, 164th AN GP, ATTN: S.3, APD 96215

1, (C) Operations:s Significant Activities,

A. (U) There were no changes or additions to the unit missions,

B, Organization: On 1 Sep 1969, Troop D, 3rd Armored Squadron, 5th
Alr Cavelry wes attached to the unit from the 9th Infantry Divisicn, Orsan.
izntion chert and station listings are in Enclosure 1,

Coe Ceimmand and Steff:

The following are personnel occupying major cormand and stolf
positions,

(1) LIC Ronald T, Welker, 2,2-32-438, Arwcr, ascumed command fren
LIC George B, Derrick, 526-32-114/, irmor, on 15 Oct 1949,

(2) AT John I, Rhein, 16%-26-1856, Armor, Squrdron Exocutive
Officer,

(3) CPT vAlliam T, Hull, 33(=32-0797, Infontry, Squadron Adjut-nt,

(4) CPT Ronald D, Grandel, 175-36-5397, Arvor, assumed duty =s the
Squadron S=2 from lAJ PLI114p G, Scheafs ar, 14dy-20-29C6, Armor on 9 Sep 1969,

(5) AT Prillip G, Séhanfler, 144-21-F801, iymor, nssuned "'uty 48
Squ:dron S=3 from MAJ David B, Thovpuor, 570~4A2-424°, Armor, on 17 Jup 1669,

MAJ Willeim P, Gillette III, 229-..4-23?’7 LArmor, assuned
duty eﬂéqusdmn S«3 from MAJ Phillip G, *scheaf fer, 11.1.-2;-88‘01, Armor on
28 Sep

FoR oT uT
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(6) CPT Donald V, Cable, 541=44=7753, Armor, Squadron S=4.
(7) LT Gery G, Cashicn, 500-46-7476, Squadron Signal Officar,

(8) CPT Lucien A, Brundage, 454~60-7294, CE assumed duty as Squadron
Safety Officer from CWO Jose A, Suarez, 130-2/4-8804, on 10 Aug 1969,

(9) CPT Robert H, Black, 286-30-9182, 1C, Squ~dron }Meintenance Officer.,

(10) CPT Robert H, Joerger, 006-30-4549, Armor, Commonding Officer,
Headquarters and Headquerters Troop,

(11) MAT Walter E, Kidwell, 226~42-3622, irmor, Cormanding Officer,
Troop A.

(12) MAJ Gery P, Bergeron, 043-26-8298, Armor, assumed command »f Troop
B from NAJ William P, Gillette III, 229-44-2327, Armor, on 28 Sep 1919,

(13) MAT Williem R, Rittenhouse, 233-60-9861, IN, Commandin; Officer
Troop C,

(14) CPT Charles R, Steiner, 272-38-4646, Armor, Commanding Officer,
Troop D,

(15) MAJ William B, Owens, 459-56-1153, Armor, Commrnding Officer,
Troop D, 3rd Armd Squadron, 5th Air Cavelry,

D, (C) Unit Strength as of 31 Oct 1969:

(1) Militery
OFF <} s} TOTAL
UNIT UTH _ O AUTH O/ AUTH _O/M T __ O/
HHT 23 20 7 10 181 160 211 170
A 19 16 32 34 180 195 231 245
B 19 1% 32 3 180 202 21 2%
c 9 2 32 30 120 192 231 243
D 7/4 5 4 0 0 1271 1% 132 128
D 3/5 1% 13 % AN 216 o 266 258

e
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QFF o B IOTAL
UNIT AUTH _OAL ATH oA AUTH oK ATH oM
83rd Med 1 0 0 o0 T 7 g 7
| 261st FADet 0 O 1 1 g 7 9 8
HI 7/1 102 83 138 143 1080 1100 1320 1331
(2) Civiliens
SUR UNITS T°CH REPS US CIV W CIV 3rd HAT CONT
0 AUTH O/H AUTH O/H AUTH O/ AUTH oM
HHT 0o 2 0 0O 10 10 O 0 0 0
[} 0o o 0 0 6 6 0 0 0 o}
3 0o o0 0 0 6 6 0 0 0 o A
c 0 o0 0 0 6 6 0 0 0 0
D 7/1 0 o0 0 0 6 6 0 0 0 0
D 3/5 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
22m] iled 0 o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
$1st Det Q.0 0.0 0 S A8 g0
7/1 0 2 0 0 34 3 O 0 0 0
(3) Overall assigned/ctteched strength during reporting pericd :s
follows:
DATE OFTICER WARRZNT OFFICER ENLISTED HEN
31 g é9 93 109 923
"\ 308ep 69 108 46 1140
31 Oct &9 95 147 1095
3
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3. (C) Adreraft Mmthorized/On Hand

SUB UH-1H AH-1G OH-64 TOT".L
UII  AUTH O AUTH O/H  LUTH O/ AUTH O/
HHT 7 5 7 3
A g8 7 9 8 1 7 21 22
B g8 7 9 9 10 7 71 23
¢ g 8 9 9 10 8 27 25
D3/5 8.8 9 8 10 8 224
Totel 39 0 % 3% 4 30 15 9
F, (C) Cumlative Totals:
(1) Rosults
SUB STRUCTURES BUNKERS SAiPANS CARGO TROOF:
UNIT SGRILES GONF CONF POV _ DEST = _DEST DT  (TOb) ___
HHT 209 0 0 0O 0 0 & @ 4,7
A 10,417 187 9 18 498 211 371 26 9,067
B 13,355 161 16 60 360 188 Ire 33 11,5
c 11,79 79 54 21 214, 116 310 19 13,755
D N/A
D3/5 05§ 20 0 -2 1 29 01 R LA
~ Totel 44,955 657 79 101 1274 614 1170 130 45,975
Arereft By Type '
QH=G Gl-1H : =26 - - IoLLL
Dest 15 Dest 5 Dest 5 Dest 25
Dam 76 Dem 31 Dam 21 Dam 128

4

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

(2) Lossess 1 Mug 69 = 31 Oct 69

1[0} KA Mi

100B 1
100

2684

1981

11820

11B40

11020

11D40

52B20

61204,

64823

67A1F

67820 1
67V20
67220
67250 i p— -

Total 4 41 25

E

B P J ANPGRS aa P
OWO=nmOMMDMNON 20O

-

G, (C) Personnel

(1) (U) During tho rerorting poriod tho unit persomnel scction was
visitod by the USARV Personnel Assistance Advisory Team, Minor errors in
proceduros were pointed out, This inspection has been o valuable aid in
preparing for the forthcoming LGI.

(2) On 1 Sep 1969 Troop D, 3rd Armd 5qdn, 5th Ar Cavalry wes
sttachod to the 7th Sqdn, 1st /ir Ccvalry from the 9th Infantry Division,
The militrry personnel records were coiplotely, "inwprocossed", with the
individuel unit mombers present, The records w:rc in vorv good condition
wvith only minor errors notod,

(3) (U) Military Justice /ctivities for the Period 1 Aug 69 to
31 Oct 1969:

AcTION SCHIDULED COMPLETID PRMDING
Special Courts-Martial

4
0
212 Elimination Action 2
0

~N O O O

4
Summary Courts<liartial 0
2
Squadron Level Article 15's 7

5
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(4) (U) R&R Prograat Utilization of RE&R ~llocations for the
reporting poriod by the Squsdron was approxuatcly ¢0%, Howaii and Sydney
allocations received 100% utilization for the period, Other sites received
opproximately 70% utilization,

(5) (U) During the revorting period, awerds .nd decorations have
boen racommended ~nd approved as follows:

AMRD RECODIENDED APPROVED D'GRD/V'GRD DISAPP  PRILING
DCS 0 0 0 0 0

Ss 6 0 1% 0 5
DFC 22 5 0 0 17

SM 5 0 0 0 5

B nyn 3 0 0 0 3
AMnyn 46 9 0 0 37
£OMmyn 15 4 0 0 11 ;
M 0 0 0 0 0

EM 69 25 0 0 44,

M 560 22 0 0 268

ACK 193 60 0 0 133

PH 17 15 0 0 2

CIB 64 18 0 0 46

cMi 4 4 0 0 0

# 485 downgrade to on approved DFC
He (C) Operutions

(1) During the rcport period the Squadron opor:tionsl cmphisis
shifted from the 44th Special Tacticcl Zone to genernl cover-ge of th
majority of the IV Corps area, Priority wus given to the U Minh Forcot
in the 21st ARVN Division area during the lost six weoks, Troop D, 3/5
Covalry was atteched to the Squadron on 1 Scptember, This additional
Mr Cowilty Troop groctly increcsod the Squidron's ecpability to cover
the extensive IV Corps rren,

(2) Nisht Hunter-Killor micsions werc terminetod by the Squirren
in nnrly August, Not being ablc to employ the aero ccouts, ~pproxim-t.ly
90% of an Adr Covelry Troop's reconnaissance capacity wis climin-tod. The
loss of one Air Cevalry Troop per day for reeonnuissance missions wes
unaccaptable, This mission is currcntly being preformed hy an !dr iotile
Coipany insteod of an /ir Cavalry Troop.

6
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(3) The Ar Cavelry Troops contimuc to furnish a mission prckage of
4 scouts, 4 weapons, 4 lift and one cormind cdrernft on o daily brsis in
support of the three ARVN Divisions end the 44th Spacial Tuctical Zone. The
supported unit provides a reody reaction forco normally company size to
develop the intelligence produced br the Adr Cavalry Troop, The acro-rifle
platoons have been rostrictod from employment since mid August,

(4) The Ground Cnviolry Troop has becn omployed 8 socurity forcos
for convoys end the Vinh long Adrficld during this poriod, The fact that
thero heve boen no rombat missions assigned has rotordod tho combat offoct-
ivcnoss of tho unit,

(5) The Squadron contimuos rcsponsibility for the sccurity of
Vinh long ‘irfield, Thc perimetor had to be substontinlly expanded to
accommodate the additional Adr Cavalry Troop, The lost 1ight roconnaissance
conducted deily by an ‘ir Cavalry Troop has continu:lly intcrcepted and
destroyed small cnemy forces within close proximity to the airfiocld, There
worc no attacks on tho Vinh Long Airficld during this roporting pcriod,

(6) Civic Action in tho Vinh Long aroc contimucd to bec support:d
by the Squadron, Three orphanges, onc school nd the dependents of two
iRVN units arc supportod by the Squadron through work projeccts and donations,
The men of tho Squadron contributod %1,847.65 in support of civic action
projocts during this reporting period, A joint offort bty tho Squadron and
the /RW 31st Lrtillery Buttelion rotuilt the Vinh long Boys School,

(7) Tho broak down of duys and the units werc ongrgoed by type of
activity during thc reporting period is os follows:

Trf‘.ining.... secseee 0
Troop Movemont,,.. O
Op(:rations. P ¥ ]
Totcl DLWS. veessee92

(8) L list of cnomy cquipmont ond crms uncovored by the Squ.dron
during the roporting period is oncloscd as Enclosurc 2,

I, (U) Trcining
(1) During the rcporting peried training requiramonts were

fulfillod nd gas chamber excreiscs wore conductud during the latter port
of Octobor,

7
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(2) The individual oviator stondardiz~tion situction coniinucs o
improve over the last roporting puriod with the .diditdon ¢ ror: fLiciriotor
pilots in 11 types of aireraft cnd continued criph..cis on the ©lnd wil; n '
progrom, However, o convenient stege-ficld is not roadily avedil Bl fo-

stondardizotion troining nor is o suitehle arca locatod b procla |
airficld, Airfieclds in the vicinity are continually being closcd 4o

cirer: ft groctly hindoring the stundordizotion program,

(3) Ninety-doy stondardiz-~tion rides at tho close of the gurtor
worc as follows:

SUB UNIT  UH-1H OH-64 LH=1G

HHT 91%

A 100% 100% 945
B 100% 100% 100%
c 100% 92% 100%
D 3/5 100% 100% 100%
TOTLL 98% 93% 98%

(4) Horo school quotns for both pilot tronsition und miinton ne
personncl have beon aveil:ble during the reporting puried inmproving the
ovor=cll troining situction wdthin the Squ-dron,

J. (C) Intelliguncc

(1) During thc rcporting poriod emphasic wes pliced on thc
improvaiiont .nd oxprnsion of the List Light Roconnciscence miscion of b
Mrficld Scrsitive Zonc, Drily coordinction is now being made i
Sa Doc .:nd Vinh Long Provinccs, cnibling the Squ.dron to nxploi. U
situation os cnemy intclligenec or activity is roccived, This cnboneos
the sccurity of the Alrficld Sunsitive Zonc in th -t the consitive zon
lics just o~st of the S Dee Province boundry, The dircet coordin-®i»
with hoth provinci:s cnable the airficld to scck cut the cnewy w »ov -
he is locatod,

(2) & physicnl sceurity survey w.o porforo-d on tho liris 4
Perimator by mombors of the 92nd iP Battalion, The irficld poris
rocoived o sntisfactory rating on the survey,

(3) The cxpansion of the ajrficld hes be n relotively
the roporting period and protective structurce md harri rs h

2
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K. (U) Safoty

(1) During tho roporting poriod, thorc wore scvon (7) vecidents
invelving Squadron aireraft, L bricf account of thcsc .ccidonts follows:

ae Troop B, OH-6&., 12 fug 69; low lovel ongine failure, While
performing r low=lavel VR, an ongine foilurc occurrcd., The pilot wes
uniblo to rcach o suitcblo force londing aron ond had to land on unavon
torroin, in smell undorgrowth, No inurios,

b, Troop C, OH-6A, 20 Aug 69; low lecvel ongine foilurc, Th: pilot
wes performing the last light recon around Vinh Long ALF when his cngino
failed, Duc to the fact that the A/C wos uxtromely low and hended down
vind, it was impossiblc to purform a successful cutorotation, No injurics,

co Troop A, UH-1H, 26 Aug 693 mid-air rotor strike, Whilc flying
formetion, the #2 A/C's mnin rotor bledes struck the blades of tho #1 4/C.
The #1 L/C bocnme uncontrollablc and crashed and burned, The #2 A/C wos
londing with only slight domage, Thoro wero 4 US cnd 7 ARWN injuricsg 3
ARVN woro killod,

d, Troop C, OH-6A, 6 Scp 693 low-luvcl engine fajlure, Vhile
porforming a low-lovel VR, an engine failure occurrod, The only suitsble
landing aroa was a crnal, The pilot mado a sucecssful nutorotntion to tho
ccnal cnd tho only domage was saltewator cmersion, No injuries,

e Troop 4, OH-6A, 23 Sop 693 low-lovol frozen collcctive, The
obscrver's CAR-15 got into the colluetive controls ond tho pilot did not
know about the condition. The pilot sturtdd - low=lovel, stccp, loft turn
at ~ high ratc of spood, Wien he triod to pull out, hc discoverod the
problam, At this timo it wis too l:tc nnd tho A/C hit the ground in -~ nosc
low ond luft .ltitudo ot 70kts, No injurics,

fo Troop D, 3/5, LH-1G, 8 Oct 69; rotor-strikc whilo parking,
The #1 4/C w~s parkod on tho ro.urmiing point with tho rotor turning ~nd no
pilot on the controls, Tho #2 4/C hovorad up cnd overleppced main rotors,
When the #2 4/C wes rollod to flight idle, nd the A/C scttlod on tho PSP,
tho hloados modo eontact, Mojor domcge rosultod, btut no injuries,

g. Troop B, OH-6., 19 Oct 69; training ~utorot:tion accidont, The
IP fadlod to take thc proper corroctivo zction when the pilot applicd aft-
cyclic upon touch-down, Tho tnil boom wes scvered, tut no injurioes,

9
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(2) Safoty Rocord (1 Aug 69 - 31 Oct 69)
UNIT  TOTAL HOURS FIOW  ACCIDERTS RAIE .

HHT 1111 0 0
L 6348 2 3144
B 7062 2 28,3
c 74,56 2 6.2
*D 3/5th 6808 5 73.5
7/1 ACS 21107 7 25,7

<

* fmgust hours ad nccidents not included in tho Squodron's ‘ot I,

(3) Miniports: As mentioned in the last report, crosion continu.c
to tc o problem around thc miniport rofueling pads, Pacific Architoce
and Enginoors havo placed coment borders cround the pads, but the ground
cround the cemont continues to be washed awsy. A ruquost for crushod roch
hes :a!:m Placod to help rcsolve the problem, btut to this datc has not bo»
fillod,

(4) Rovotments: During the building of the wxtunsion to rompc 2 a1
3 the "L" sheped revetments for the AH=1G cireraft wre built six inches to
high proventing the cirer:ft from porking properly within the revetment, s
yet, authorization hias not buen obtained to re-build the revotmonts to the
proper specifications,

L. (U) Comrunications: Thc commmnicotions scetion hos beon abl: to
meintoin 1ts eorsunicction assemblagee in the proper cinfigurction during
the roporting poriod, In thc past, it ws nccossary, on ocesions, to
dismount equipmont to keep the Squadron Comrunications System in opcration,
This was primarily couscd by a delay in the dircet support mrinteninca unit
returning repeired equipment, Due to & great improvument in the direct
support unit equipnicnt is now repeircd and rcturnai with winimum delay,
Strong emphasis whs also nlaced on daily and first echelon mrinten~nco
thereby rcducing the requiraments on the dircet supporting unit,

M, (C) logistics

(1) (C) During tho ruporting period th. Sgu dron Se4 veetinn o tinued
logisticnl supoort of thc Squwdron nnd ninc (9) dot-chynts, In additiorn,
on 1Scp 69, Trp D, 3/5th Cuv (Air) wos movad from Dong Tam und attachod
to thc Squadron, Sincu that time all their proporty, ~ccountability rd
logistical support has buon cssumed by the Squadron propirty book oftic r,

10
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(2) (C) In the past scver:l months it has boon ascussery to

conduct two convoys wockly to C:n Tho .nd Bicn Thuy for rusupply of

classes I, IT ond VII, Duc to the ostablishod turn-in ond pick up d:tos
with tho supp]y points, it wns noecssary for the convoys to depurt Vinh
Long ot 0800 overy Mondey ond Thursdny and rcturn the samc day. It was
realizod that to continuc on such o firm schedule would be providing -
luerative targot for ombush or othor cnomy nction, To ~llcviato this
problom o new methed wes ost~blished in carly October hy ploeing o 2%
ton truck with ~ drivor in Con Tho to act as a linison for tho Squadron,
In nddition, CH=-47 holicoptors havo bean scheduled cvery Mondsy ond Thursd.oy
to trinsport 2ll class I supplics, This not only rcducos the requircements
for convoys tut clso cuts down on the time that perishoble food is oxposcd
to thc hcat, thorcforc providing less chence of spoilngo, Thorc rencins

2 nocd to provido onc convoy a weck, however, doparturs ~nd roturn days will
bu st~ggerd, thus grently reducing tho opportunity for interfercnce by the

cnery,

(3) (U) It wns montioncd in the lest ORLL that many sclf sorviec
items wore not aveilable in sclf service supply centour, This situntion
hes not improvod during this reporting period ond rcmnins critical,

2, (C) Lessons Learned: Commandor Obsorvotions, Evaluations and
Recommendations,

A, (U) Porsonncl: Nonc
B, (U) Intolligence: KNono
C, Opcrcotionss

(1) Xreraft Recovory

£s Obsorvotion: The time required to extroct downed UH-l's :nd
AH-1's is somotimes cxcessive duc to the aveiladbility of rioging ercws and
Chﬂ-47 Lirﬁr». ft.

be Evcoluction: On scverel ocensions units with downed odreraft hod
to writ sovercl hours for rocovary of downud cireraft, This dolcoy tics up
combnt mission aireraft ond troops,

¢s Recormund-tions: That troined rigging crows ~nd aquipment be
available in cnch troop to augment thu cnpebility of tho rocovery unit
should tho neod orisc,

d, Cormand Action: Ecch troop within thc Squcdron is prascntly
training personncl and obtaining tho nocessnry cquipriont to rig thoe UH-1 or
M1 aireraft to enable thom to be rocover.d quickly if tho tactical situztion
neccssitates such netion ond when rigging crows orc rot roadily aveilablo,

1"
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(2) (U) Abscnec of suitoble aireraft tr~ining e,

ne Obsorvation: At proscnt thero is no suit-:ble -~rou ot the
Squrdron's basc, Vinh Long AAF, which ccn be utilized for touch-down
autorotation, ote, in conjunction with the individu-1 ovictor st onderd-
ization progrom,

bs Bvaluation: Tho abscnce of o training nrce at Vinh long ALF
incr:nsos onnu~l oper:ting cxponsos of the units on the instnllation to on
awount in oxccss of $150,000,00, The primary frctors contributing to this
odditioncl cost ared

(1) Tho airficld most commonly utilized by the Squedron is Long
Xuyon odrstrip, a 40 minute round trip flight from Vinh long, In th
ovent two pilots are being given standordization rides, the ~dditionnl
flight timo roquircd can ousily be inercnzscd to 1 hour, This being crucd
by » 20 minuto round-trip flight to Con ILonh for rcfucling,

(2) This additionzl flight time requires cdditional maint nonee,
Thoro aro 242 pilots assigned to the 7/1 CS, Regulotion requiras o
stondardigation rides cvery 90 days, a totel of 968 ~nnual check ridos,
Jy giving two stondaerdiz-tion rides ot a time, which ruquires on additiontl
1 hour cross country timc, o minimum of 484 oddition:l eross country flisht
hours arc rcquirced, This figuro represents 15 additional intormodiotce
inspcctions ond 4 ~ddition-~l periodie inspections, These additionnl insgp
roquirc opproxdm:tely 700 men hours to perform ot $5,00 per nan hour, tot-1
cost $3500,00,

(3) Additionally, the opcrating cost of o UH-1l airer:ft crount d
$186,00 per flight hour according to a study at Ft Huachuca, The odditicn
484 crossecountry flight hours rcquired annunlly cost ~n odditionnl 990,004,
Oporating costs for thu AH=1G ~ro slightly grcoter ond oper~ting costs o
OH-6A orc loss, This figurc does not ineludc crow compensction,

(4) The figurcs roprosented hore are bosed on two stondardiz-tio
rides boing given ~t onc tine, which is gencrnlly the cosc, In cddition
those figurcs only ~pply to the 7/1 /CS. The 214th Avn B¢ ~lso loc: tud
on thc ~irfiold has similer roquirements ot thoe scme bisie operating costs,

¢, Rccommcndntions: In order to clininate the ~ddition~l cimpenscs, |
maintonenec mon hours ond improve airercft availabilitr, it is rocommend
that ~ touch-down cutorotation arcvs be incorporated intn -ny biusc ~irfies
sorving more then 25 helicopters,

d. Cormmand letion: A formnl letter of roqueost is presontly boins

proparad for forwrding to hishor Headquartors roquosting thot on odeque
 stago=ficld type lan: be constructed at Vinh long Army Airficld,
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D, Orgrnigation:s Nono
E, Truining: Nono
F. (C) logistics
(1) (U) Shortage of Office Supplics ond ropedr of Offico Equipnunt.

as Obscrvation: Rocont ineroasos in tho uso of offico supplios
~nd oquipmont hos overtoxed tho prescnt supply «llotmonts,

b, Evaluations Tho timc roquired to ropeir typowritcrs has
cousod a shortago within the unit, lock of mimocograph paper and other
1iscelloncous offico supplios has docroased the officicney ond offoctivencsc
of adninistretivo officos,

6, (C) Rocommondation: That the mnintcnnce systom in RW bo
inprovad and that shipronts of officc supplies be inercasod,

d, Command Action: Roquisition of officc oquipnment and supplics
should bo incroased,

(2) Insufficiont quentities of 10 1b, PD 2,75 inch rockets,

a, Obsorvation: Insufficient quantitios of 10 1b, P 2,75 inch
rockets have boan provided on monthly allocations during tho roporting
period,

b, Evaluation: During thu reporting period 10 1b, P 2,75 inch
rockcts wore allocatod in insufficiont quantity to allow tho Alr Cav troops
to cdoquately uecoplish thoir mission, Muwny of thc missions hcve boon
to provido closc in supvort for friondly troops, thuroforo requiring the
usc of thosc rockots, This hos causcd the cllocation to bo depleted
ocrly in tho rllocation period, Moquate arount of 10 1b, VT 2,75 inch
rockots have beon avidloblo, howevor, they con not bo used for closc in
supnort of friendly troops without endangoring thoir lives,

ce (C) Rocommendation: That the supply systom in country bo
rugnentad to dnsuro thet an cdoquote amount of 10 1b, PR 2,75 inch
rounds cro svailable,

d, Corrond Lotions Attompts worc mode to obtain additioncl

rounds through supply channcls, tut thay could not be provided boecuso
thcy were not avoiloblo in country,

13
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G, Communications
(1) Antenna support hrackets for VRC-12 scrivs radio,

a, Obsorvations During thc r-oiny scason whon conves tops wrc
mount:d on tho 1/4 ton vchicles, tho sntonna rubs » hole in th- convas
top ot tho cornor whuro the antonna matching unit 1MX-6707 is rcuntoed,

be Evaluction: By moving tho antonna support bracket to o
highor position thorcly loaving upproxirni.tely four inchcs to btolt to
the vuhielo, a tw inch clocrance rosulted botweon the eonvis top ~nd
the ontenna itsolf,

c¢e Rocommond :tion: That soveral antonne support brockets be rodce
highor to climinate this problom,

d, Command Action: Scvoral antennc support brackets were noved
to highor positions on Squadron staff 1/4 ton vchiclos und EDR is being
proparcd for submission,

(2) Cracking of nntenna support brockots for WRC-12 serics rodios,

o0e Obscrvation: Antenna supvort brackets wore crocking when
mountod in a higher position as described in obscrvation one above,

be Bvaluction: By placing thc entemna support brocket in a
highor position a sraller arca of the brackot wes in actu~l mountod contoct
with the vohiclc permitting slight movamont crused by the sweying of the
cntonna whon wvohiclo is in motion, This movemont coused ceracking in the
alumirum alloy antenna support breckot,

¢, Rocormondotion: That tho antonna support tracket for VRC-12
sorios radios bo mrdo of o stronger alloy thon presently used, This would
onable the antonne to bo mounted higher saving woar on c¢-nvas tops cnuscd
by tho rubbing of the ontonna,

d, Corvuud Actions Two cntonne support brackets wore fobric..tod

out of stoel ond mountud on a tost basis, To dat: these brackets arc
hnlding up wll .nd thore is no sign of cracking or bru-king,

Ho (U) Material
(1) Front mountod londing lights on LH-1G ndreraft,

ae Obscrvations ILeter 1ndcls of the MH-1G ireraft do not hawe
front (nosc) nountud landing lights,

14
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b. Evaluation: The absence of front mounted landing lights
on late model AH-1G aircraft produces many safety hazards. Should the
search light fail the pilot is left with no landing light system. Also,
first hand experience has shown that the single search light is inadequate
in providing satisfactory depth perception lighting, particularly in an
aircraft where front visibility is minimal.

¢. Recommendation: That subsequently manufactured AH-1G aircraft
be equipped with front mounted landing lights and that AH-1G aircraft
presently in the inventory without the front mounted landing lights be
so equipped.

d. Command Action: An equipment improvement report is presently
being prepared for submission.

(3) Wearing of tail rotor control rod support brackets.

a. Observation: The tail rotor control rod support brackets
installed in the tail boom of the OH-6A have been wearing and allowing
the grommets to come loose from the brackets.

b. Evaluation: To eliminate this discrepancy, a .020 stainless
stegl doubler plate can be installed to the bracket with a new grommet.
This will prevent the bracket from becoming worn causing the grommets to
come loose. A number of tail booms had to be changed due to worn supports,
at a cost of $900.00 each. Three new support brackets only cost $45.00.

In addition, the support brackets are in short supply system,

¢. Recommendation: That all subsequent series of OH-6A aircraft
be modified with the reinforced tail rotor control rod support bracket.

d. Command Action: OH-6A aircraft presently assigned to the Squadron
are being modified in this manner during scheduled maintenance periods.

I. (U) oOther: None

¥

Incl 1 (C) Organization chart and station listing.

Incl 2 (C) Captured enemy weapons and e ment ., ;
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AV2CE (15 sov 8) 1ot Iad
Wb s Uporavivual sicorv oL 70 arorau oyuauwrod, 15t .4r vavalry
for Poriod wading 31 vciober 1949, wlo CarVi=65 (it2; (U)

Dy iy 10410 AVIATIVU. GWUS (Cud.l), «20 96215, 2s .uvewbor 1949

W, Dejartucny ol the arwy, aTius aCaifux _
Couwsanding General, 1si aviation brigade,illis aVBaGl=v, arU 9olus |

1o (U) 7the atiached 7th arsored osquadron, 1st .ir Cavalry Uk Jor
seriod eadilg 31 Uciober 1969 has been revieued b, uhis headquariers.

2. (U) The following corrections are wade on ithe resort:
a. rara 1 v (4), pace 1: Change spelling of scheaffer 1o oneaiter.

be sara 1 ¢ (5), cage 11 Change spellin, of Scheaffor io uheaffer.
Change 18 dugust 1969 w 10 Sepienber 1909,

c. fara 1. (4), page 10. +,,,built gix inches o high..." should
roau “...built gix iaches too high.u“’.

3« (C) ‘'the follosing couments aade on the rejori:

a8 (G) csara 1. (3), page 7. ihe U.o. rifle plaioous orjanic w the
a1r Cavalr,” Iroops have nol been auplosed siince wida augusi due w ihe Viei
nauization of the war effort in the Delia. ‘he Gouaanding ueneral, il
has direciod ihai ther not be ewployed in a coubat agsault role. siunco the
»ir Cavalry Troops are noruully cmploycd with one troop in support of an
insercea U,u. rifle plutioon reinisorced b, an .uiVii reaction force would at
best be dillicult. C(urreni air cavalry docirine on uhe euplosueai of' reac-
viou Jorces is thatu once ihe aero-riile plaioon uaies convaci aid & COup=
&, size reaciion iorco is inserted, the aero-riile plawon is subvrdinaved
w the iufantr; coupany cdbuuander. this woulu result in a U.b. platoon being
subordinaved w an anVu cowpany couwander. (G, .l has elecved w use
iV reaction forces in a capaclity siuilar o the aoro-rifle plaioou.

be (C) rara 1. (4), page 7: 8 staied in the reporc, the ground
cavalry troop is yiven uhe wissions of convoy security and he securiiy of
Viah Long airfield, which are combat wissions. .iecenily vhe Cavalry
irooy was eaploreu iu Vinh gsinh irovince w searca for the orew of a
downed airorait. lhe wrooy uoved w Chau voc irovince ou 22 woveuber 1969
w provide additional securiy for a Ir. 10 racar site and conduct refreshe
er iraining on uhe conduci o. reconnaissance wissions and weapvin firing.

ce (U) sara 1 (7), vage 7. lacludec in the 92 operaiious days
were the follosing waintenance stand dowu dyys:

Troop a4 - 6
froop 8 - 6
Troop b = 7
Toep Dy I ogabdvon; Uk vaw = 7 DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
» DECLASSIFED AFTER 12 VEARS.
50D DIt 5200.10
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AVBACE (15 wov 69) 1et Ind 28 oveuber 1969
WL Uperatioual ..eportv of 7ta .riored Lguadros, 1ev .Ar vavalr,
for seriod auding 31 veisber 1909, .lu vorua=t5 (.2, (U

de (U) pPara 1 . (4), psge 10: ..easures are prescuuly being tai.:
to correct this situavioa.

e« (U Jara 2C (1), ¢, vage 11: Concur. ‘ihis recowuenuavion wil.
be incorporated in 164ta CuG WP,

f. (U) ~reara 2¢ (2), b (1), page 12; Doag fau can be uiilized ui -
tralning site. iiound uwrip bowween Viah Loy and Dong Taw 38 3U wiauvcu.
nefueling iacilities are available at Doag tan which would eliuwinacve chu
anecessiyy of flying to another stagesield ior refueling.

g« (U) sara 2¢C (2), b, (4), page 12, +ho 214th .va ke should reau
214“‘1 aVil Jlle .

he (U) wvrara 2 C (2), ¢, page 13;: Concur. ‘his hoadquarters recog-
awizes the aced for a traiaing aroa locaied on ithe airfield at Vinh Loag aic
bhas reconended a survey be conducied Ly the 105th .viation Group w dever-
wine ‘he foasibilivy oi the proposed siie and other locations oin ihe airiic
that would be suitable ior such a traiaing site.

i. (U) para 2 ¥ (1), ¢, page 13: 4his headquarcers concurs wiui
recouendatiions concerning shorteye of oflice suu)lies anu regair od oslice
equipmaents & coumiand leiier hus been sorwarded to 1si ..va Lut Jlou u1s
headquarters requestiiing assisvancc in obtaining unecded osiice sup.lies aiu
equijuwent frou itae awl,.

Jo (C) Z2ara 2 & (2), ¢, page 13. .his headcuarters coicurs wiat a
shorvage of 10 1b 2D 2.75" rockeis exisis. owiwiciouv 17 1b rb, 10 1b Vi
aua 17 1b Vi 2,7 rocuevs are aveilable. .his headguarivers has rotO.ucliu
1o ite uaive thav the uvilize these rockeis w e waziuua vheuover poLsl-
ble ia order thav the allocatcd 10 1b D 2,75+ roc.ev nay be rovained ior
use unly when absoluiel; required.

k. (U) rara 2 G (1), and (2) ¢, page 14: shis headquariers noncoa-
curs with boih recowwengavions. ‘dhe ancveuna wowniing bracaevs.curroailly
issued with the Viw=-12 series radios areé Aioquaio wawn usea progerl;.
anitenna iie~dgo.sa <ivs issued with all a./Viu=12 fawily radios allow
enough nslon coru w vie vhe uwo secuional whip antenia down w a safe
height Jor wravel. socouwend enough slucs ia tie-doun cord for the iip ou
e aacenna to be nov less than 10U Jeet Ifroa vhe growid, whein viod dorwvara.
1the antenna will raiain wuch siraighver becausc ihne streia causeu by v
ver; lo«4 iie=uuwn augle will be yreaily decroascd, Lhis will alsv «cep
wic Jauale sockel 0.’ the upyer seciion frow spliveings, all bracaecs which
have been wounied in a higuer position should be replaced. 1i acw holes
were drilled in vhe Jender well os the 1.151 Jor the Jurpose oi' higher
wounting, the holes shiould bc filled prior to rewounting.
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AVo.wa (15 vov 69, tet 1 20 .o~aher 1990
OUadanss  Upliralloual ey U4 'f b WTUCICu GUaWIVG, 16y Wi Lavalry
for reriod anding 31 uctober 1999, 1US Laivi=05 (1) (U)
1. (U) rara 2. (1), C, page 15: Coucur.

. (U) rara 2 4 (2), C, page 15; Coneur,

/""'
. 'N;' 2 N / \
N U
ST/ LR
.' Jo A’u WHLIn.bUII
Colounel, luafatary
Colsanding
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AVBAGC=C (15 lov 69) 2d Ind .

OUBJUCTs Operational RHoport of 7th Armored .qua.iron, lst Air Cav-lry
for Period inding 31 Get 1969, (.C. C:FuR-65) (.22) (U)

W, iWADQUARTESS, 15T AVIATIH BRIuADE, abo 96304 11 DEC 1968

TiRUs Commanding Genoral, United Statcs Arqy Vietnam, AUy LV Gl=u7,

APO 96375 PR
Commander-in-Chief, United States Army racific, AlSN.e  GuoCP-JI,
APO 96558

TOs Assistant Cuief of Ltaff for Forcc bevelcpient, De arc...nt ol . ¢
Army, Vlasiington, D.Ce 20310

1, (U) Ti.is headquarters has reviewed sub ect rejort anl coicurs with
the contents as indorsed excest as noted below,

2. (C) The following additional com.ents arc considered _c¢.iincats

a. Parasraph 1K(3), page 10, discusses the problem of suil cros.ca
of refueling pads. Crushed rock, a contrclled item in tiis ~rca, = o
not nrovided for refueling pad construction Lecause it wu 1ld not sclve
thnt particular soil orosion .roblem, A rcquest for ou.r tional su 0.t
to completely renovate the refuelin; pads has secn for. ar ¢ to Delta
iilitary Assistance Command and is undo. rceview,

be Paragraph 1i(3), paze 11, ‘iscus:ces unsetisfa.tory stocic .ovels
at self-scrvice supyly centers, Ti.is hea ‘1u riers rcceived sevoral
com.laints from major subordinate communds c.:corning self-scrv ce su ly
s:orta3es anc .as cooriinated with the US /iriy Su) ort Coirmand, o :on
to alleviate the situ-t on,

cs Paragraph 2F(1), page 13, addresses slortazes of of.ice suu.lles
and excessive repair time for ty ewriters, See para raph 2b, tils in.crsc-
ment., Additionally, typewriters are repaired by tne 147th Liznt o ulp-
ment liaintonance Company at Long Binh, .VN. The civilian con:ract for
repair of typewriters was crncelled Jdue to uasatis.actory worio iance of
the contractor and a new contract ne_ otiateds The present civi lan
contractor wio repairs t. uewriters is collocated witi t.c -a.n.c. a.ce
facility of the 147th Li_ht quipment ilaintenance Cu.pany. iz _. .14
enhance the repair wor: flow and minirize unavailability ol ia..cr Jle
typewriters.,

ds Paragraph 2F(2), paje 13, discusses the s.ortaze of 10 .owid
PD 2,75" FyAR ammunition., The 10 pound PD 2.75" roci:et +as in c. ort
supply early in t.is reporting period; .owever, the supily -iuck 1.ovel
improved throughout the quarter, and rociots are now avail-ble as r juir
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AVBAGC-0 11 DEC 1968

“UDJSCTs Operational Report of 7th .rmored Squadron, lst Air Cavalry
for Period .nding 21 Cct 1909, (.iCZ CZFOR-65) (32) (U)

e, Paragrapn 2H(1), page 14, discusses thc need for a nose n unted
_anding 1licht on AH-1G helicopters. lionconcur. Field evaluations con-
ducted with Ali=1G*s having nose mounte:! landing lizats proved ccnclusively
that this conlijuration vas not as good as the single seszreculi ht system,
Nurerous iquipment Improvement Rccomsendations (LIR) wore subsitted by
units in the field recormending ti.e front :wounted land nz ligznt be reroved
in favor of the single scarcnli_mt. As a result of these re;uests, tic
Ali=1G is now produced with tie zingle searc..li:ht system,

f. Paragraph 2H(3), p-_e 15, discusscs wesr of C.=GA t~il rotor
control rod support brackets. Concur. Coordination with Lijher tecini=
cal representative, 34th General Sup ort Group, revealed th-t a _r posed
manufacturing ci::nge will oe i~cor orated in tne production of ..=0a's.

ge Paragrapn 2H(3)d, sae 15, states tnat tne unit is ri-king; its
own Ci=0A tall rotor ccntrol rod supgort bracket moiifications. ..onconecur.
Adrcraft will not be .odified until the a, rcpriate IR has been suo-itted,
approved and instructions for modification issued to the resvective units.,

FOR Tuid CUIGLANDERs

Cy of 2d Ind Furn:
€O 7/1st Air Cav Sqdn Asst AG.
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AVHGC-DST (15 Mov 69) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operetional Report of 7th Armored Squadron, tst Air Cavalry
for Period Ending 31 October 1969, (RCS CSFOR-65) (R2)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375

T0: Commander in Chief, United States Armmy, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learnc
for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1969 from Headquarters, 7th
Armored Squadron,ist Air Cavalry and comments of indorsing headquarters.

2, Comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning "Logistics™, page 11, paragraph 1M(3),
and 2d Indorsemsnt, paragraph 2b; concur. It is recognized that self
service supply support has been inadequate in this command., The non-
availability of essential supplies at Self Service Supply Centers is
an immediate matter of concern within USARV. It is an item of General
Officer interest and positive steps are being implemented to rectify
this situation at all USARV Self Service Supply Centers.

b. Reference item concerning "Aircraft Recovery", page 11, para-
graph 2¢(1); concur. USARV Regulation 750-16, paragraph 5c, makes
this a unit responsibility within their capability.

FOR THE COMMANDER:
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GPOP-DT (15 Nov 69) 4th Ind (U)

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 7th Armored Squadrom, lst Air Cavalry
for Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSPOR-6S (K2)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 29 JAN 1970

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed,

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
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Enclosure 2, (C) (Encmy Wonpons and Equipnent Capturod) to Operotional
Report Lossons Locrnod for the Ruporting Poriod Ending

31 Oct 1969,
Clgyroro nines 1
B=40 rockots 1
107 rockets 1
122 rockots 9
60rn rockote 1
B=40 rockot lnounchor 2
122 rockot launcher 1
6Qm mortar rounds 20 plus 2 boxos
Minos 2
82m mortar rounds 100 casos
75%m ommo 100 rounds
BAR 1
Groaso Qun 1
Mechinogun 1
AK-50 5
K=2 2
I\ CN 16
SKS 2
M=1 4
Woapons 5
Machinogun ,30 cnl 1
Chi Com Riflos 2
Pistol, 45 cal 1
Gronndos 131
AK=47 crro 103 cesos
Explosives 20 picoos
Rlasting caps 50
TNT © 15 kilos
PRC-25 1
Docunonts 3 kilos
Ponicillin 200 kilos -
Wood 500 kilos
Rice 322 kilos
Ponchos 20
Bod rolls 4
iots 10
Sugar 20 kilos
LK=50 1:ognzinos 10
ST rounds 9
Cookding pots 6
Cups 4
Gonoretor 1
Sorpon 1ntor 1
Engincs 3
ay
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