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l. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in s:cordance
with paragraph 4b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should
be reported to ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days
of receipt of covering letter.

2 Information contained in this repo~t is provided to insure appropriate
benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and

,f:"may be adapted for use in developing training material.
cy :
?BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:
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e ROBERT E. L
as Colonel,

Acting The Adjutant General
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Z“ommanding Generals
US Continental Army Command
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US Army Materiel Command
Commandants
US Army War College
US Army Command and General Staff College
US Army Air Defense School [}
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US Army Aviation School
US Army Combat Surveillance School U 4
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US Army Engineer School [
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 145TH AVIATION BATTALION (COMBAT)
APO San Francisco 96227
*FIRST IN VIETNAM"“
AVBACA-BC 14 November 1969

SUBJECT: Operstional Report - Lessons Learned, 145th Aviation Battalion
(Combat), Period Ending 31 October 1969 RES CSFOR-65 (R2)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1, Operations: Significant Activities:

. @&, Mission: The overall mission of this 3attalion did not change
during this reporting period. The mission continue: to be to augment the
capablilities of II Field Forces Vietnam and the Repuili: of Vietnam
forces operating in the III Ccrps Tactical Zone.

b. Organigation:

(1) The followirg organizational changes tock plece during this
reporting poriod:

(a) 26 Sep 59 - 91st Quartermaster Detachment (CM Det) was assigned
to the 145th Aviatios Sattalion (Combat),

(b) 2 Oct 69 - *91st QM Det was further attached > HHC, 145th
Aviation Battalion (\ombat),

(2) As of 31 Orn:tober 1969, the Battalion was ¢rgarized as shown by
Inclosure 1,

c. Personnel;
(1) Command end staff changes and present stg:us:
(a) Commandiig Officer, 145th Aviation Battalfon (Combat)
LTC Johr J. Top 525-60-%83. FA
(b) Battalion Executive Officer
MAJ Rotert H, Desjardins 0¥¢a2lc¥ N
(c) Battalion Adjutant

R 79” Loren T, Saxton X 098-34-1585 'IN
oR oT T

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
il CONFIDENTIAL  *ectasumed armee 12 YEARS




CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACA-BC 14 November )
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 145th Aviation Batta.
(Combat), Period Ending 31 October 1969 RES CSFOR-65 (K2
(d) Battalion S-2 (16 Sep 69)

Outgoing: CPT Steven L. Colliau 558-58.0820 ADA
Incoming: CPT Bryson D. Brown 462-62-6750 MI

(e) Battalion S-3 (11 Sep 69)

Outgoing: CPT Douglas R. Terrell 573-50-1181 R
Incomings MAJ Robert A, Gleason 294~-28-L4667 IN

(f) Battalion S-4 (21 Aug 69)

Outgoings CPT Paul W. Kant 508-56-3762 QM
Incoming: CPT Roderick J, Henderson 508-%#-5821 QM

(g) Commanding Officor, HHC, 145th Avn Bn ((bt)

CPT Olen L, Earnest 266-56=9834 1IN
(h) Commancding Officer, 68th Avn Co (Aslt Hel)

MAJ Thomas G. Mcody, Jr. 238-56-4530 IN

(1) Commanding Officer, 118th Avn Co (Aslt Hel)

MAJ Barney P, l:ncock 256-62-5258  IN
(J) Commanding Officer, 190th Avn Co (Aslt Hel)

MAJ Joe D, Jobe L09-44-7136 1IN
(k) Commanding Officer, 334th Avn Co (Atk Hel)

MAJ John H, Oliver 410-60-2717 1IN
(1) Cowmanding Officer, 324th AD(D) (28 Aug €9)

Incoming: MAJ Raymon L. Hardy L410-56-9486 IN

(2) Unit Stresgth: On 31 October 1969, the Battzlion was at <7
total authoriged streng:.h, Unit strengths are shown by Inclosure .

d. Aircraft 3tatuss At the end of this reporting period the
' Battalion had on zand £8% of the total aircraft authosized, airor
status as of 31 (etober 1969, classified by unit and 1y c& a_:ro~
is shown by Inclcasure 3,
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACA-BC 14 November 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, i45th Aviation Battalion
(Combat), Period Ending 31 October 1969 RES CSFOR-65 (R2)

e, Chronology of Significant Eventss

(1) 24 Sep 69 marked the sixth anniversary of Vietnam's oldest
aviation battalion, Since their arrival in Vietnam, the "0Old Warriors"
have established a proud and enviable record, making them truly "First
in Vietnam",

(2) On 10 Sep 69, this Battalion received a mission to establish and
maintain a 12 point refueling facility and a 4 point rearming facility at
Xuan Loc, This facility was to replace the refueiing and rearming points
at Black Horse, The operstion at Black Horse was being discontinued
because the unit there was boing moved, The facilities at Xuan Loc were
to be operational by 15 Oct 69, The relatively short mission time made
immediate and rapid nction a necessity, Immediate help was obtained from
the Engineers and plixuc were quickly drawn for the project, A complete
check of depot stocks revealed that most of the necessary equipment was
located at Na Trang, A shortage of some necessary items made it apparent
that an alternate plan would be necessary in order to meet the completion
deadlino, It was decided that the equipment at Black Horse would have to
be moved to Xuan Loc and set up as a temporary facility until the
equipment for the permanent sfte could be obtained and made operational.

As soon as the refueling and rearming operation at Black Horse was dis-
continued, the equipment was moved to Xuan Loc and reinstalled, The
relocation was accomplished with only a 36 hour loss of refueling-rearming
capability. The 391st QM Detachment was assigned to this Battalion to
provide personnel for operating the refueling facility at Xuan Loc. The
rearming points are operated by personnel from this Battalion®s Ammunition
Supply Point at Bien Hoa, Because this Battalion is physically located
45 Kilometers from Xuan Loc, it has been recommended to 12th Aviation
Group (Combat) that the 391st QM Detachment be assigned to the 323d ASD,
located at Xuan Loc. This would greatly facilitate operation and control
of the refueling ard rearming facilities.,

(3) On 9 Oct &9, this Battalion had an zircraft crash into the Song
Dong Nai River, After the initial rescue operation recovered two
survivors, an intensive search was organized to locate any other survivors
and to recover bodies of those lost in the river. The Battalion
Operations Center became the coordinating facility for the search and
rescue operation, Because it was necessary for the Battalion Operations
Center to continue with all normal Battalion operations, it quickly became
apparent that adequate time and effort could not be cxpended on the
coordination and control of the search and rescue by this section. It
has since been suggested that another section of the Battalion be given
the permanent mission of conducting all search and rescue operations, It
became clear during the river seafch-tkat a logical unit for “he mission
would be the Pathfinder Detachment.

3
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACA-BC 14 November 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 145th Aviation Battalion
(Combat), Period Ending 31 October i969 FES CSFOR-65 (R2)

(a) The Pathfinder Detachment is the only unit organic to this
aviation Battalion which is trained and equipped to conduct the ground
operation necessary in search and rescue. It is capable of being air-
lifted to a crash site on short notice to secure the area and to perform
the rescue and recovery of personnel and equipment., The Pathfinders
have sufficient training in demolition to improve landing zones near a
crash site for rescue and recovery aircraft and to destroy downed air-
craft and equipment when recovery is not practical, In order for thc.
Pathfinder Detachment to servo as the capable and efficient Search and
Rescue Unit needed in an avic‘ion bazttalion, it would be necesszry to
give them some additionsl training in specific techniques of land and
water search and rescue and to provide them additional equipment.

(b) The greatest handi.ap this Battalion had in conducting its scar.
and rescue operatir: ¢as in obtaining sufficient equipment. It was
necessary to coordinatc with six separate major units of the Army, Navy
and Air Force to obtain essential equipment, This caused a substantlal
loss of valuable time in an ojsration where time was of utmost importance
i central facility should be available where ejuipment nczessary for
search and rescue operations can be obtained with a minimum of delay.
This equipment should include river craft and motors, wator life gear,
long probing poles, grappling hooks, and snfficient clinzse and cables to
airlift this equipment to rescue sitos.

{4) The following is a list of the awards submitted fcr and reccive
by individuals of this Battalion.

SUBMITIED AWARD RECZIY.

2 Silver Star 3

1 Logion of Merit 0

2 Distinguished Flying Cross A

7 Soldier's Med: 1
0 Bronze Star - V 5
8l Bronze Star 50
b “Alr Medal - V 17
1400 Air Medal 2278
6 Army Commendation Medal - V 5
4
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACA-BC 14 November 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 145th Aviation Battalion
(Combat), Period Ending 31 October 1969 RES CSFOR-65 (R2)

SUBMITTED AWARD RECEINED
105 Army Commendation Medal 89
16 Purple Heart 21
31 USARV Certificate of Achievement 22
1 Valorous Unit Award 0
1 Vietnamese Service Medal 0
20 Vietnamesc Cross of Gallantry - Bronze Star 0
3 Vietranese .\ried Service Medal - Honor Class 0
1 Vietnamese Staff Service liedal - 1st Class 0

{5) At the pressnt time, this Battalion's in-country replacement
trairing hes bee: inteerated with the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile).
192 replacrrents have btuen trained by the 1st Cavaly Division (Airmobile),
bringing our backlog of personnel needing in-covn:try replacement training
down to a minimuw and allowing each 1an arriving in this unit to have all
manda‘tsory training compicted by his second week in country,

f. Results of Operations: This Battalion hiuled twice as many tons
of c:rgo and destroyed or damiged almost threc times as many structures
this reporting period as last while reducing aircraft losses by over 50%,
The veduction in number of sanrans destroyed was due to the discontinuation
of tra "Firefly" nission, For a breakdown of operational statistics, see
Inclcosure &,

2, Lerssons Learnod: Coimander's Observations, Evaluations, and
Recoinrendations:

2. Personnel: Awards and Decorations File:

(t) CISERVATION: Quite o7ten an award or dccoration for which a
man 13 recomnended is not approved or returned until after the man has
left Vietnam, The man often writes back to his unit to inquire about
his decoration only to find that the awards and decorations officer can
not give him adequate information on the disposition of the award., Even
persons still in the unit are sometimes unable to obtain information on
the disposition of awards or decorations long overdue,

(2) EVALUATIONs Each unit is presently using a different and
gZenerally inadequate system of filing awards and decorations actions.

5
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACA-BC 14 November 1547
SUBJECTs Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 145th Aviation Battalion
(Combat), Period Ending 31 October 1969 RZS CSFOR-65 (R2)

Information recorded is often insufficient to properly follow up overduc
recommendations for awards,

(3) RECO.0ENDATION: A standardized card filing system should be
adoptod by each unit in the Battalion, Each card should contain the
individual®'s full name, SSAN and DZROS, It should also contain a current
1list of awards and decorations for which the person has been reco.mendcd,
date recomnended, headquarters to which the recomiendation was submitt:d,
current status of tho recommendation, and, if approved, the General Order
number and date of the approval., A suspcnce file should bo establishud
so that awards not acted upon within the noranl sixty (60) day period con
be traced,

(4) COMMAND ACTION: All company awards and decorations officcrs
havo heen instructed t> establish a file in accordance with the above
reco.uzendation, A 12th Aviation Group (Combat) For:a 2R has becn
distributed to each conpany to be used to rceord their awards,

b, Intzlligonces Storage of SECRET Docuientss

v1) OESERVATION: SECRET docuients havc been stored -t conpany lcvel.
Personnel at conmpany leval lack the necessary intcllizence/security
training to proporly handle SECRET documents.,

(2) EVALUATION: 1t is not necossary to keep SECRET docuients =t
coapany level, Storage of these documents at Battalion level would insius
hanéiing by properly trained personncl and still mrovidc access to the
docuionts by company peorsonnel when necessary,

(3) RECOMHMENDATIONs Remove 3ll SECRET docuicnts from company lovel,
Destroy docuuents no longer neoded and store tho remainder 2t Battalion
level ?

(4) COMFAND ACTION:s All SECRET documents previously at company
level have been destroyed and the DA Forn 455 placed in the Active Lo,
No material higher than Pricrity III will bo stored at conpany level,

Co 2cations:

(1) Obtaining Arillery Clearance Before Departure:

(a) OBSERVATION: In many instances aviators are not obtaining
artillery clearances prior to departure, Tho close proximity of artil’
units to many departure points makes take off fron these points withcut
an artillery clsarance very hazardous,

6
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACA-BC
SUBJECTs Operational Report - Lessons Learnod, 145th Aviation Battalion
(Comblt), Period Ending 31 October 1969 RZS CSFOR-65 (R2)

(¢) RECQGENDATION: Artillery clearanco will be obtsined for all
flights prior to take off, '

(d) COM4AND ACTION: A letter has been sent to sach of the companies
in the Battalion outlining tho above recommendation, It was also stated
that unit SOP's will include this procedure,

(2) Altitude Restrictions During the Conduct of Combat Asgaults

(a) O3SZRVATION: Several tiaes an uncoordinated and dangerous
sitvation has occurred with regards to altitude separation of various
aviation eleaents during thc corduct of a combat assault (CA).

(b) EVALUATICN: On occasion there have been the following numbers
of aircraft operating within a confined AO during a CA operation: a
flight of aine (9) slicks, a light fire tean (2 ginships), a hunter-killer 4
toan (1 /H-1G and 1 LUH), a C & C aircraft (1 slick), and observers fron ‘
higher headquartors (2 slicks), That is a total »f sixteen (16) aircraft
operating in a confined air space, often made more confined due to ceiling
limitations, Picblems have been encountered fron units attached and/or
observing the oparation in the form of unwillingness to confora to
altitude/srace rcstricticns given by the Air Mission Commander, This has
been especially piovalent in attached hunter—killer toaias under operational l
contiol of the ground commander, Bzccause of tha extreme hazard in
operating a larpe numbor of ~ircraft in a relatively small adrspace, it
is ersential that all aireraft involved in a CA operation be controlled
and .upervised by the Air Mission Commander,

(¢) RECOIMMENDATIONs Airnobile Task Foree Commanders =nd commanders
of attached/OPCON units shculd be raapprised of the responsibility and
authority of the Air lfission Comiander in matters pertaining ic aireraft
operation and safety, All aircraft involved in a CA operation should
contact the Air Mission Commander for instructions before entering the
a0 and should comply with all instructions recoived,

(d) COIfiAND ..CTION: Thc above recommendatisns werc presented at a
12th Aviation Group (Combat) 5-3 meeting for dissemination to appropriate
ground and air commanders, This action resulted in improved cooperati~n
among air assets involved in CA operations, thus greatly enhancing the
efficiency and safety of the operation, :

(3) Use of TACAN for Energoncy Standby Fire Teams:

(a) OBSERVATION: Emergency Standby fire teams must be able to be
airborne within five ninutes after notification by the Battalion
Operations Center and must be able to navigate quickly and accurately

7
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBLC/.-BC 14 November 1957
SUBJECTs Operational Report - Lesscns Loarned, 145th Aviation Battalicn
(Combat), Period Ending 31 October 1969 RES CSFOR-65 (R2)

to any location in the III Corps Tactical Zone. Prccivus tiav is sone-
times lost because of iscommunication of ailitary grid ccordinates or
errors in navigation to specific coordinates,

(b) EVALUATIONs Time is sometiaes lost bocause it is nceessary f.r
the aircraft crews to plot thc coordinates on a :nap beforc proceeding t
the location, Difficultios also aris, in navigating over unfaailiar
terrain to a specific grid cocrdinate, A navigation system is needed
which would simplify and speed communication of anid navigation to 1
specific location,

(¢) RECOMMENDATIONs T.C.N equipment should be installed in a1l
helicopter gunships. Locaticns of ESB fire team i:issions should be (iver
as distance ard radizl off the Zien Hoa TiCAN, I 1litary orid coordinntes
should continue to be given, Coardinates would serve as a cross check
and a backup for the “ACAN equipnent but would not need tc be plotted L
the aircraft crew until they were enroute to the 1*ssion locaticn.

(d) COMMAND ACTION: Tho above recommendaticns will be aade throug!
appropriate channels.,

d. Organications None

e. Trainings Equipmont Reports Clerks:

(1) OBSERVATION: During this reporting period. ‘nspection of units
in this Battalion revealud a need for additional <r:uining in tho
preparatién, submission and filing of TAERS forms partaining to aircraft,

(2) EVALUATIONs This situation was caused prisarily by the departure
of trained personnel fro.1 the couiand prior to the arrivel of suitable
replacenents, The Equipnent Reports Clerks authorized by LTOE 1-077G are
not bein: assigned to this Battalion, Graduates of the 67N20 course
arriving in this unit are unable to complete a Da Form 2408-13 prior tc
receiving instruction,

(3) RECOM.ENDATION: Each unit should establish a cyclic training
program on TAERS forms and reports to cnsure that nll porsonnel arc
properly trained, The curricula at tho Aircraft ilechanic KOS awarding
schools should be revisel to more effoctively teach all the pertinent
forms and records, School trained Equipment Reports Clerks shculd be
assigned to bring the personnel on hand up to the nuiber autheriz.d,

(4) COMMAND ACTION: Classes are beinc conducted to train all
aaintenance personnel in proper TAERS procedures.

8
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AVBACA-BC
SUBJECT s
(Combat), Pericd Ending 31 October 1969
f. Logistics: None
g. Commnications None
h. Mat.riol 2 None
i, Other: None
(0 <
4 Incl ,%;{N J TOP
as © LTC FA

Incl 2 wd HQ, DA Commanding

DISTRIBUTION:
2 - CINCUS/RPAC, ATTNs GPOP-DT, APO 96558
3 - CG, USARV, ATTN: .VHGC (DST), APO 96375
2 - CG, ‘st Avn Bde, ATTN: AVBAGC, APO 96384
3 - CO, 12th Avn Gp (Cbt), ATTN:
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACA=SC (14 Nov €9) 1st Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report - lessons learned of 1.45th Aviation
Battalion (Combat) for Feriod Ending 3! October 1969
(KCS CSFOR-65)(R2) (V)

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 12TH AVIATION GCUF (COMBA1), AFO 96266 24 Novemoer 19¢Y
T0: Commanding General, II Field Force Vietnam, AFO 9626¢€

e (U) In accordance with AR 525-15, the Operational Feport -
Lessons Learned of the 1.‘th Aviation Battalion (Combst) for the period
ending 31 October 1969 is forwarded.

2. (C) Reference paragraph !, Operations: Significant Activites.
Page 3, tara e(2). This headquarters is jresently staffing the assign-
ment of the 391st QM Detachment to the 323d Airf{ield Support Detachment.

3. (C) heference paragraph 2 lessons learned. Fapes 5 and ¢, rara a.
Awards are often returned to a unit after a member's DEhOS because the
recommendation was submitted late by the originator. The recommendation
contained in para a(3) is being adopted throughout 12th Avn Gp (Cbt),

L. (C) Reference Inclosure 2. YHC ~uthorized officer strength should
read "19" instead of "18",

FOk THE COMMANDEL : 5
- S / , T .
S
///// e

o+ HONALD C. VINLS
Mz jor, Infantry

Ad jutant
BOWNGRADED AT 3 VEAR INTERVALS;
DICLASSIIED AFTER 12 VEARS.
500 DR 5208.00
/0
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aVFBC-RE-H (14 Nov 69) 2nd Ind |
SUBJuCTt Operational Report - lessons Learned, 145th aviation 2attalion
(Combat), period ending 31 October 1969 RCS CSFOR=65 (R2)
Day, HQ II FFORC.V, PO 3an Francisco 96266 - procuag
TiRUs Commanding General, 1st Aviation brigade, 4iTils aVia=C, APO 96307
Commanding General, US army Vietnam, aTTN: .VHGC(DST), aPO 96375
Commander-In-Chief, US army Pacific, ATTHNs GPOP=DT, 20 96558

TOs agsistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Onerational Keport -
Lessons Learned of the 145th Combat aviation Battalion for the period
ending 31 October 1969, as indorsed.

FO.. THE COM.-ANDERS

. MRCT YD
Asst AG

/




AVBAGC=0 (14 Nov 69) 3d Ind
SUBJECTs Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 145ti1 Aviation .attali
(Combat), Period Ending 31 October 1969 RCS CSFO.=G) (..2)

¥

DA, IBADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, AFO 96334

TiRUs Commanding General, United States Army Vietnan, ATT.s A ..oC-o.,

APO 96375
Commander=in=Chief, United States Army Pacific, ArJil¢ aPlEk=JT,
APO 96558

T0s Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Depart.:cat of
Army, Wasnington, D.C. 20310

1. This headquarters has reviewed subject report and concurs it
contents as indorsed.

2, The following additional comments are considered pertinent:

a. Paragraph le(3), page 3 discusses control of search and rescu
operations, It is impossitie to cover all eventualities in searc.. w
rescue type operations and therefore impractical to have coordinatio
delegated to a specific type of unit., Eecause of ti.e conplexit;, oud
magnitude of search and rescue operations, coordination and contrc.
should be maintained at the battalion ogerations center., 'licre joli:
service search and rescue is required, iie battalion opcrations ce:.-
is the lowest echelon having tie capability for control and co.r:_i.-
tion. If special equipmen? is needed for sea, land and air scarc.., =
pathfinder detachment does'not normally have the training or equi:-on
for su~h operations. Howeﬁer, tne battalion operations centcer sihoul
plan for pathfinder utilization in strictly a land searci.

bs Paragraph 2a, page 5 discusses the adoption of a suspense s, ste
to control the flow of correspondence pertaining to awards and deccra=
tions., Paragraph 4c, lst Aviation Brigade Regulation (72-1, datcd
11 October 1969, directs that all units maintain suspense files on
awards and decorations.

ce Paragraph 2¢(3), page 7 recormends T'ACAli navi:ational c:u ;-
ment be installed on armed helicopters. Although tuis eguiument i
enhance navigation, it would not necessarily increase mission rcact.
time unless all aircraft are similarly oquipped. If tar;ets wer:
reported by other aircraft, such as the IU.;, TaCAli equipment woulc
be needed to relay data in relation to a TACii: station. Additional..
since ground troops initiate a large percentage of targct data a:nl
have no access to TACAN equipment, visual navigation will be a cunt.

r




AVBAGC=0 (14 Nov 69) 3d Ind
SUBJECT:s Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 1l45th Aviation Battalion
(Combat ), Period Inding 31 October 1969 RCS CSFOR=65 (R2)

requirement. Attempts to relay target location data requiring conver-
sion to TACAN data would further delay armed helicopter response times.

FOR TIE COI-MANDIRs

©  ARTHUA v, IS

CPT AGC

Copy 3d Ind Furn: Asst AG.

CC, 145th Avn Bn (Cbt)

13




CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC=DST (14 Nov 69) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Leesons Learned, 145th Aviation Battalion
(Combat), Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STAT:S ARMY, VIKTNAM, APO San Francisco 96375

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-LT,
APO 96558

1. (U) This headquartere has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1969 from Headquarters,
145th Aviation Battalion (Combat) and comments of indoreing headquarters.

2, (C) Cosments follow:

a. (U) Reference item concerning "Search and Rescue Operations",
page 3, paregraph 1e(3), and the 3rd Indorsement, paragraph 2a; concur
with the 3rd Indoreement. No action by higher headquartere required.

b. (U) Reference item concerning "Altitude Restrictione During
the Conduct of Combat Assmhlte®, page 7, paragraph 2c(2): Concur
with recommendations provided the Airmobile Taek Force Commander dele-
gates this authority to the Air Mieeion Commander,

c. (C) Reference item concerning "Uee of TACAN for Emergency |
Standby Fire Teams", page 7, paragraph 2c(3), and the 3rd Indorsement,
paragraph 2¢; concur with the comments in the 3rd Indorsement. Noncon-
cur with the unit recommendation. The TACAN gystem wae designed to
provide navigation aesistance in rear areas, primarily at higher flight
altitudes, The tactical limitation imposed by the use of a system
which requiree radio line of eight is not compatible with the Army'e
concept of operations in the forward ares i.e, low altitude operstion
at long distancee from rear area TACAN stations. Until a light weight,
ruggedised version of the ground TACAN station is developed for for-
ward area deployment, the Army has chosen not to equip helicopters
with TACAN receivers, Some fixed wing aircraft which primarily navi-
gate in rear areas have been selected for TACAN installation. The
Army is currently investigating on-board, sslf contained navigation
systems for helicopters,

d. (U) Reference item concerning "Eguipment Reporte Clerks",
page 8, paregraph 2e¢: Concur with the establishment of a cyclic unit
training program, Visite to unite by the USARV Aviation Standardisation
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AVIGC-DST (14 Mov 69) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operationsl Report-Lessons Learned, 145th Aviation Battalion
(Cembat), Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFUR-65 (R2)

and Treining personnel have not revealed deficiencies concerning the
ability of greduates to properly fill-out TAERS forms and records,
FOR THE COMMANDER:
| e
Cy furn:
145th CAB.
1st Ava Bde,
' CONFIDENTIAL
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GPOP-DT (14 Nov 69) 5th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operastional Report of HQ, l45th Aviation Battalion (Combat)
for Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (K2)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 29 JAN 1970

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed,

Ciar—~

At AQ

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
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