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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 9TH INFANTRY DIVISION ARTILLERY
APO San Francisco 96370

AVDE-AO | 15 July 1969

SUBJECT:s Operational Report for the Period Bnding 15 July 1969, (RCS/CSFOR-65)
(UIC-WDF3=-4A) (U)

Commanding General

9th Infantry Division
aTTNs AVDE=-MH

APO San Francisco 96370

Commanding General
United States A Vietnam
ATTN:s AVHGC (Dsn;g

* APO San Francisco 96375

Commander~in~Chief

United States Army Pacific
ATTN: GPOP=-DT

APO San Francisco 96558

SECTION I
Significent Activitles
1. (C) Intreductiops |

a. General.

(1) During the period 1 May thru 15 July 1969, Division Artillery con-
tinued to support the diverse and dynaric operations of the 9th Infantry Divisic:
The brigades exploited helicopter mobility and night operations to the utmost;

. however, the frequency of .contacts with the enemy docroased significantly over
the last reporting period with the sise of the contacts being mostly with enemy
squad and platoon sised eloments. The artillery ocontinued to split battories and
displace frequently to support the far-ranging tactlics of the maneuver forces,
With the onset of wet weather, greater use wes made of the Airmodbile Firing Pl:i-

- forms XM6 (paddy pletforms) in order to mointain floxibility. There wes no sige-
nificant curtailment of maneuver operations because of wat terrein or shortege
of artillery fire units, although 18 and 2d B:*igaedos occasionally operated out-
side >f US artillery coverege. Ther> was no attempt to overrun a battery posi..
tion slthough standoff attaecks woro >ommon,

FOR OT UT '
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AVDE=AO 15 July 1949
SUBJECTs Operational Roport for the Poriod Ending 15 July 1969, (RCS/CSFORe65)
(UIC«WDF3=d4) (U)

(2) The 6th Battelion, 77th Artillery (6=~77 Arty) conducted the cere=-
monies for "Operation Switch" which signified completion of the turnover of
equipment to the Army of the Republic of Vietnam on 26 April 1969. The unit
was not officially inactiveted, however, uniil 1 June 1969. During the month
of May, 6-77 Artillery completed the equipment turnover end &ll eligible
troops were reassigned within Division Artillery.

(3) On 14 June, it was announced that the 9th Infentry Division (=)
would redeploy during August to Hewaii with the mission of PACOM reserve; the
2d Brigade with supporting units would deploy to the Continental United States
during July for inactivation, and the 3d Brigade with supporting units would
renain in RVN, The 24 Brigade began withdrawel from Kion Hoz Province on 18
June and the 1st Brigade begen withdrawal frum Dinh Tuong Province on 9 July,

(4) Significant activities of the battelions are described in the
following paragraphs.,

b, 24 Battaljon, 4th Artillery. The Battalion continued to support the
3d Brigade in its Tactical Area of Intersst (TAOI) of Long An Province, With
Battery A, 1-84 Arty reinforcing and priority of fire fram two @eneral support-
reinforcing (GSR), nonedivisional, 155mm howitzer batteries (Batteries B and C,
5«42 Artillery), displacement and splitting of betteries were relatively infre-
quents, The Brigade fire support bases and base camps were subjected to inter-
nittent morter and rocket attacks during the reporting period. ; The 2«4 Artil-
lery made extensive use of the mobility and ropid direct fire capability of the
155mm SP howitzers of A/1-84 Artillery., The howitzers were employed in peirs
olong with two M2 "Dusters" for preparations of heevily wooded and booby trep-
ped areas, with the howitzers normally positioned o distance of 800 meters from
the target. The 2-4 Artillery is currently replacing their M10141 105mm howe
itzors with the M102 model and, at present, two batteries have completed the

changeover,

C. A « The Battalion continued the mission of
direct support to the 1st Brigede in its Tacticel hrea of Interest (TLOI) of
Dinh Tuong Province, while ot the seme time providing fire support to Dong Tam
Base which 18 located in the 1st Brigade TAOI, The interdiction and spoiling
type operations by the Brigade often roached into the adjacent Provinces of
Kien Phong to the west and Kien Tuong to the north; therefore, in order to pro~
vide continuous symort, the 1-11 Artillery displaced o total of 25 times, of
vhich 15 were split battery moves. Althcough most of the battery splits were
for periods of only one to three days, one bottery wos aplit for 25 days cnd
anothor battery for 35 days. During the period 5-11 June, extensive use wos
mado of the "paddy platforms" when Battery B, 1-11 Artillery made three air-
nibile moves vhile supporting 4th Bettalion, 39th Infantry in the Plain of
Reods, Battery B, 1-8, Artillery continusd to provide GSR fires and Battery
D, 2«4 Artillery romained attached to 1-11 Artillery.
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AVDF~AQ 15 July 1953
SUBJECT: Operationel Report for the Period Endirg 15 July 1999, (ill, Cu un-)
(UIC-WDF3-AA) (U)

d. 34 Battalion, 34th Artillery, As part of the Mobile Riverine Force (MRF),
the Battalion continued to furnish direct supnort to 23 Brigade in Lien Hoa

Province and occasional strike operatiions in Go Cong, Vinh 2inh and Vinh Long
Provinces. The enemy in the Brigade TAOI began avoiding contact with friendly
forces in May, The Brigade counterc? w4ith a series of daily airmébile and water-
mobile assaults on known commo-liaison routes and base camps throughout the TAOI
and into adjacent provinces. To provide responsive fires for these tactics, 3=34
Artillery made numerous echelon moves and conducted split battery operations,

The majority of the moves were made by Batteries A and B which were the barge-
mounted batteries while Battery C continued operations on paddy platforms at Fire
Support Base Klaw (XS6029) with occasional displacement of two howitzers to pro-
vide additional support for operations in central Kien Hoa Province. Upon an~
nouncement of the 2d Brigade redeployment, contact with the enamy practically
ccased, The withdrawal of Prigade forces from Kien Hoa and the turnover of fire
support bases to Province officials and the 7th ARVN Infantry Division begen on
18 June. The 3-34 Artillery continued support during the withdrawal and on 30
June closed out operations of Battery C and FSB Klaw with the M102 howitzers
and paddy pletforms being eirlifted to the 2d Bn, 4th Artillery, Battery B fol-
lowed by closing to Dong Tem and ceasing operations on 6 July. As the last of
the Brigade's maneuver battalions (3-47th Inf) clearcd the operational area,
Battery A returned to Dong Tam end cecased operations on 8 July. The M102 105mm
howitzers of Batteries A «nd B wora trans{erred to 2-4 Artillery, .

e. 1st Battelion, 84th Artillerv. This Battalion provided general support
(GS) to the Division, Additionally, it continued to provide fire support coordine-~

tion for the infantry battalion operating in TAOR KUD2U, the aree surrounding
Dong Tam Base Camp, and for the Division Support Commend which is charged with
perimeter and internal defense of Dong Tam Base, The Dattalion also continued
to operate the Dong Tam Air Werning Control Center. The three ANMPQ-4A rader
sections, organic to the three DS Battaliong, were positioned to cover Dong Tem
Zzge; therefore,the 1-84 Artillery oxercised operationul control over these
scctions, Battery A (155mm self-propelled) was GSR to 2-4 Artillery and eon-
ducted numerous two-howitzer displacements to 18 different firing positions in
Long An Province for purposes of delivering both direct and indirect fires, On
25 June during one of the above mentioned displacemcnts, the lead howitzer was
heavily damoged by a lend mine at grid XS5525562, wounding the section chief,
gunner and driver. Batteries B and C (155mm towed) were GSR to the 1-11 Artil-
lery and 3=34 Artillery respectively, Battery B was the airmobile battery with
four complete airmobile moves during the reporting period, while Battery C re-
moinod at FSB Key (XS5131) reinforcing the fires of 3-34 Artillery until 8 July,
then supporting Kien Hoa Province forces until closing into Dong Tem on 15 July
to begin processing for redeployment. Battery D (8" self-propelled) operated
from Dong Tam Base with a GS mission, This Battery on two occasions displaced
to Thu Thua (XS5472) and on one occasion to Ten Tru (XS6562) with the mission
of GSR 2-4 Artillery for one and two-day opereticns, A similer missica of GSR
1=11 Artillery was performed several *imes by a displacement to FSB Moore
(XS2650) .

3
INCL CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

AVDE-AQ : 15 July 1969
SUBJECTs Operctional Report for the Period Ending 15 July 1969, (RIS/CSFOR=65)
(UIC-WDF3-AA) (U)
f, Amnunition expenditures for the reporting period are shown at Inclosure 1.
2. (€) Organigation.

8. The artillery organization for combat on 15 July 1969 is shown belows

113148 LQCATION  MISSION
2nd Bn, 4th Arty (=) XS 5565 D3 3rd Brigade
1st Bn, 11th Arty (+) XS 4143 DS 1st Brigade

Btry D, 2d Bn, 4th Arty XS 1448 Attached 1st Bn, 11th Arty
3rd Bn, 34th Arty XS 4143 No tactical mission, Standdown

in preperation for redeployment.
Division Artillery X8 4143
1st Bn, 84th Arty I8 4143 GS
A, 18t Bn, 8,th Arty XS 6663 GSR 24 Bn, 4th Arty

Btry B, 1st Bn, 8.th Arty IS 2650 GSR 1st Bn, 11th Arty

Btry C, 1st Bn, &ith Arty IS 4143 GS

Btry D, 1st Bn, 84ith Arty IS 4143 Gs

Non=Divisional Artillery

Btry B, 5th Bn, 42d Arty XS 8372 GSR 9th Inf Div iLrty (priority
of firos to 24 Arty)

Btry C, 5th Bn, 42d Arty IS 5472 GSR 9th Inf Div Arty (priority
of fires to 2-4 Arty)

Btry C, 5th Bn, 24 Arty IS 4143 GS 9th Inf Div (Operstional

Control 9th Div Arty)
)
2d P1t, Btry H (SLT), 29th Arty XS 4143 GS 9th Inf Div

b. Attached at Inclosure 2 is a roster of commanders of 9th Division Artil-
lery units, '

6, Attached at Inclosure 3 is & list of perminent and semi-permanent fire
support bases, '

3. (U) Parsconsl & Adaintstrations

o, During the period 1 May 1969 to 15 July 1549, the Division Artillery
experienced o shortage of personnel in both basic and support specialties.

4
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AVDE=AO - 15 July 1969
SUBTECT: Oper:.tional Report for the Poriod Ending 15 July 1969, (RCS/Cst03-65)
(UIC-WDF3~hk) (65)

From 1 May 1969 to 15 May 1969, the Divisiion Artillery operated at less than
the 95% strength which had been estcblished by 9th Infantry Divisicn as the
mininum manning level for artillery units., Replocement flow wes ccecelerated
in the latter part of May and the Division Artillery roceived & significant
nunber of replacements, A majority of the replacements were support personnel;
the shortages in the bagic MOS's were not alleviated, The Division Artillery
had reached & strength of 96,9% when it was announced on 14 June 1969 that two
brigedes of the 9th Infantry Division would deploy from Vietnam, At that time,
21l roplacement flow into the Dlvision stopped and the strength then declined
steadily to its present 91%,

b. Personnel strength as of 15 July 1969,

Officers é.lm%%ﬂd %ﬂd :

Enlisted 2235 2041

4. (C) Intelligence. During the reporting period, the Division hrtillery
continued to exploit available target acquisition assets to deny free movement
of the enemy throughout tho night. The attachment of the 264th Field Artillery
Detachment (Radar) to the Division greatly increcsed target acquisition in Dinh
Tuong Province. Increased use of ground sonsor devices was made by the Divie
sion Artillery. The eensors were emplaced in areas where hlanket clearances
for firing could normelly be granted, thus allowing extremely repid reaction
times., Use of crater analysis, visual spcttings of mortar flashes, and Prisoner
of War interrogation reports were made to determine asoctors of search of the
AN/MPQ-, radars, POW interrogetion reports stressed the extreme accuracy of
counterbcttery fire around Dong Tam Base,

5. (0) Ireining.

&, The Division Artillery gunnery conttct team, consisting of two Division
Artillery staff officers, oantinued the program of visiting each of the Div
Arty firing batteries on a monthly basis., Continued improvement in firing
battery and fire direction procedures and techniques have been shown on each
viait.

b. The AN/MPQ=4A Countermortar Redars orgonic to each DS battalion are
positioned to cover D.n: Tr: Br#®, and the crews of these redars are under a
continuous training progrem to maintain proficiency in locating hostile mor-
tars, Daily they conduct a high burst (HB) or & center of impaet (CI) regis-
tration and frequent toets cre conductod vith a 60mn mortur firing at all
angles of elevation tv include low angle. This training had proven benoficial
as attested by numerous hostile mortar locations detectoed.

5
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AVDE-AO 15 July 1969
SUBJECT: Operttional Report for the Period Ending 15 July 1969, (RCS/CSFOR-65)
(UIC~WDF3-ih) (U)

6. (U) Logistics.

a. During the period of 1 May 69 to 15 Jul 69, the 9th Division Artillery
FADAC generators hed relatively little downtime in comparison with the pre=-
vious reporting period, This is probably attributable to the fact that the Divi-
sion Artillery was issued & total of eight new 3KW,400-cycle,FiDuC generators.

b. The 9th Division Artillery had nineteen FADiCs and two TPS-25 Radars
that were powered by 3KW,400-cycle generators. The Division maintenance bettal-
ion gave Division Artillery oxcellent support in generuior maintenance and troin-
ing of generator opcrators, The support provided included u concentrated cffort
to instruct the operators in required daily preventive maintencnce, log book
meintenance and operating procedures. Additionelly, Division Artillery developed
¢ penerctor inspection team that visited all batteries to improve the unit meinte-
nance progran, This team checked all aspects of bettery-level, generctor nainte-
nence including the equipment and the log books and provided assistance in secur-
ing the necessary repair parts,

¢, The aveilability of the FADAC has inproved the effectiveness of fire in
the Delta, Thc existence of a good generwtor maintenance progren in 9th Division
Artillery hes mede this possible,

7. (U) Civic action: The Division Artillery civic action progrem continued to
be active throughout the reporting period. Civic action teams conducting MEDCAPs
and ICAPs treated 28,175 patients on 268 visits to civilian cormunitics, Large
anounts of construction material along with medical and school supplies were
distributed in en attempt to help the Vietnamese Govermnment to pacify villages
and hamlets, Information collected frem the visits proved reliasble and was
integrated into overall intelligence collecticn efforts. A new setivity was
incorporcted in Div Arty's civic action program - that of helping Vietncmese
children with harelips obtain corrective surgery, by providing transportation to
.nd from Cho Ray Hospital in Saigon. Fifteen individusls benefitéd from this
program during this reporting neriod. The civiec sction progrom is sumarized in
tabular form ot Inclosure 4,

SECTION II
a 's 0 ati Eva lons, ond R a
1. (U) Parsopnmsl.
a., Personnel Data Cards,

¢ Personnel datn cards must be meticulously maintained nt. battalion
level to facilitute umit redeployment.,

6
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TW.LUATION:  Persennel processing lurine the plenning +nd execution vhiscs of
urit rodeployment from Vietnan is o critienl operction, Since inf rminticn nce-
ess.ry to co plete the required actions is ecnfzined in personncl fiics thet

cro relatively uncvailable to the unit, « personnel data ccrd file rust ‘e kert
+t battelion hesdquorters. w8 meny rapid decisions are bescd on the infermcticn
rosted on these cards, the dota must be current, correct, and complete. Clerks
must be imbued with the responsibility of updeting and reviewing this valucsble
source of informction, '

¢ That 211 units in Victnam keep conpletely accurate data cerds
on their personnel to facilitete smooth redeployment operations,

be Resvaluation of Individucl Pey Allotments for Redeploying Units.

OBSERVATIONs Individual pey allotments for personnel assigned to units rede-
ploying fron Vietnam must be reviewed at the carliest possible date.

EVALUATION: . The majority of men serving in Vietnan allot & significant amount of
thoir pay during their tour., The amount is larger than normal because they are
receiving hostile firec pay, & substential tax relief, and only & amall amount of
ready cash is nceded. When a unit is redeployed from Vietnem, the decrecse in
pay &nd accompenying need for ready cosh necessitates that allotmente be reviewed
end revised, or financial difficulties will be encountered,

RECOMMENDATION: That redeploying units establish a mendatory system for thelr
nenbers to review and revise their individuel ellotments early after notice of
departure from the combot zone.

2, (C) Qperations.
a, M109 Direct Fire Precautionss

OBSERVATION: Use of the M109 (SP) hcwitzer in the direct fire role at ronges
between 450 cnd 800 meters results in low velocity shell frogmonts felling into
the firing battery aret.

EVALULTION: Increasing the distence hetween the M109 and the direct fire target

rcduces the denger to personnel fron low velocity fregments but at the sane time

reduces the cffectiveness of the direcct fire, The optinum distanee is the closest

range tectically possible which produzes negligible risk to firing bettery per-

sonnel who cre necessarily exposcd tc ground fire and/or low velocity fragmonts.

Expericnce so fer has shown the optimum distence between the M109 end the dircet
fire target to be 800 meters.

¢ Tha* 800 meters be used as the optimum distence between the
M109 howitzer and direct fire targets, if the tectical situation pernits,

7
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AVDE-40 15 July 1969
SUBJECT: Overcticnal Report for the Period Endinc 15 July 1969, (1CS/CSFOR«65)
(UIC~WDF3=hx) (V)

¢ That units enploying pround sensor devices cocrdinute with ground
surveillence redars to insure that surveillance of tarvets ccquircd by these dee
vices can be continucd until artillery cen be fired on the target,

e, Usc of artillery fire direction chenncls for transmission ¢f rodar ec-
quired targets,

I : To reduce the tine between dectection of a radar torget and delivery
of artillery fire, all ground surveillance radars within the 9th Inf Div report
sightings to the nearest artillery unit,

EVALUATION: Ground surveillance radars normelly operate in the intelligence
radio net of the organization operating the radar., Using intelligence channcis,
target sightings would be relayed to the Brigede S-2, passed to the ertillery
linison officer, relayed to the artiilery battelicn end sent ¢ an artillery
battery to fire on the target. Using this system no processing of firing date
can be done until the terget informetion recches the battery, The infentry
units normally hcve nc cepability te rapidly react on rodar sightings unless

the sightings occur close to an infentry unit. To expedite rrompt delivery of
artillery fire on radar sightings, a2ll ground surveillance radars pass sightings
direct to the nearest artillery unit. The artillery unit processes the sighting
as a fire mission, and requests the clearences to fire from the clearing agencies,
Upon receipt of the cleercnces to fire, the rader sighting is sent into intel=-
ligence channels by the processing ertillery unit, Use of these ~rocedures has
drastically reduced the time required to place fire on & redar sirhting end has
not appreciably delayed the use of the radar sightings in the intelligence cycle.

ATIONs Thet wnits emplcying ground swrveillence reders have them enter
the nearcst artillery unit's fire direction net to make the initial report of a
redar sighting, and have the artillery unit process this sighting es a request
for fire. '

f, &ir Cavalry and Forwerd iir Controller Coordination,

OBSERVATION: Coordinetion end delivery of close air support can be aided by
placing the air cavalry unit cnd forward air controller in direct cormunications.,

i On several, recent occasions contact was estoblished with the eneny
in difficult terrain and under pocr weather conditions. Additionel troop units
were lifted into the area to reinforce the unit in contact and to seel off enemy
routes of withdrawcl.: While the newly errived infintry units meneuvered through
the thick veretetion, the air cevalry troop fixed the cnemy in position. As the
situntion developed, the eormender decided thet cirstrikes vould be employed to
reduce the enemy strong roints, The zir cavalry unit was the only element with
a conpicte knowledpe of the enemy suni friendly dispositions, The iirborne Fore
word Air Controller (FaC) weg dir:ctal te conteet the «ix covelry comncnhder on




. CONFIDENTIAL
A‘;’DE-’"O -‘f R 1(:'/\()
SUBJECT: Oper:ticn.l deport for the Pericd Zioin. 15 July 1969, (ol i am05)

(UICwiDI 3 onn) (L)

the cuvelry UHF. » sheek with w11 the cavlry «ireritt quickly estaklished
friendly locstions nnd the terret aroie The crwilry comratndar wus able to estab=
1isk finel ground coordinaticn thrcuch the mircuv.y correaler, end the airstrikes
were placed directly on the designatcd targets, Tiis technijue cncbled the cavalry
to ramain in close support of the ground elements while the asirstrikes were in
progress,

+ That consideration bo giveh to establishment of this technique
as o standard proctice. The cavelry units are, many times, the only elements in
contact with the enemy with a complete pieture of the tactical sitwation. Their
assistance in marking targets and friendly locations and in btriefing the airbornme
FAC can be invaluable,

g+ Alrmobiling Paddy Platforms,

OBSERVATIONs The requirement to loed 3000 pounds of bullast for an externally
helicopter-trensported firing platform con be turned into on zsset. The veight
of the loaded platform (10,000) exceeds the 1ift capability of & CH-47, but is
much less than the mox capacity of a CHeS4; hence, rroply loeding the platform
to the cepocity of the CH=54 will signifiocently improve the reaction time re-
quired to close a battery into a position requiring peddy platforms,

t Ten platforms were used to airmobile a firing battery to its posi-
‘tion in the Plain of Reeds., To satisfy the ballast requirement and noke ef-
ficient use of air assets, the six platforms were airmobiled with the M102 how-
itser, an A=22 bag of section equipment and an A-22 bag of ammunition on each
(Incl 5)s The CH=5, 1is capable of tremsporting these platforms which weigh
approximately 16,000 to 17,000 1bs, The remaining four plstforms were 7oeded
vith emnmition, A gum platfornm thus rigged provides the same reaction time, if
not less, as that of a normal aimmobile operation with the ammo and section
equipment piggybeck, Two,20=foot,tie=down straps with ratchets were required
to secure the two A-22 begs, The begs were secured on eéch flank of the how-
itser adjacent to the wheels. The howitser wes secured using the mounting bese
provided on the platform and by securing the firing roller to the platform, Care
wvas taken to ensure that the A=22 bags were equally loaded and placed so that the
original center of gravity of tho platform would not change. The entire load wes
then rigged using twelve,20 ft, 2-loop straps and a large clevis. The gun plat-
forns were brought into position and then an ammo service platiorm positioned
between each pair of howitsers. Fositioning the service platforms in close
proximity to the firing platforms requires & very exrerienced ground guide, After
positioning, sclid steel planking was placed between the nlatforms as walkweys.
Two hovitser sections shored & service platform upon whidh was stored their am-
munition, soction equirment.cond. pareonad. tv The temth platform was used
by the battary fire direction center.

Wnﬂs That wvhen the use of the mobile firing platforn is required,
the platforns be rigged cs desoribed above, Second, that ratchet type,tie-down

devices be issued batteries employing platforms on a busis of two per platform,
Third, that only a very experiensed guide be used to control thoe landing sone.

10—
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AVDE=AQ 15 July 1969
SUBJECTs Operationsl Report for the Period Ending 15 July 1969, (RCS/CSFOR--65)
(UIC-WDF3-A4) (V)

h. Modified antenna for AN/PRC=25 when inside the "He1D eircraft,

o) Vi $ The artillery liaison officer aboari the infentry bettalion
cornnander's conmand and gontrol aircraft frequently loses communication using
en AN/PRC~25 (or AN/PRC~77) redio. The loss is squally pronounced in air-to-
air communication as it is in aireto-ground communication, Effective commmi-
cation with the AN/PRC-25 can be gaincd by using a locally febricated,skid-
mounted,external antenna.

ON: Dependable cammunications are required by the arty LNO at ranges
of 25 to 30 Im when operating in an eirmobile enviromment., This cen be achioved
by using an inprovised anterna., Prior to-using this £atcnna, the 1liaison officers
usuelly folded the miltisection whip antenre of the AN/PRC-25 so that two sections J
rrotruded outside the aircraft deor with the radio on the floor. This procedure
was narginelly satisfactory since the communication was very directional, The
dependable ranze was limited to ebout 8 to 10 km end commo degraded when the eir-
craft operatod at low altitudes, An improvised entenna was made locally from
aveileble materizis, The entenna element wes a five foot length of stranded,
bare conductor attached to a length of coaxiel cable which was connected to the
redio., The entenna was attached to the vertical supports of the eircraft skids
by using the required lengths of nylon cord (Incl 6). The antenna was attached
cs the llaison officer boarded the aircraft for the dey and removed when the air-
craft wes releasad. This seteup gives derendable communication at renges of 25
km. The antenna does not have noticeable directivity, and communication at low
eltitudes is imprcved, The ecntenna hes been mounted with its axis both perallel
end perpendicular tc the longitudinel axis of the aircraft with no differences

noted,

RECO! TION: That in those instences where an additional radio is required
aboard UH-1D type aircraft, an antenna of a design aimilar to that described
above be used,

i, Modified headset for AN/PRC-25,

OBSEREATIONs Artillery liaison officers have problems monitoring all necessury
FM nets while working from a command and control helicopter. By using components
from an aircraft headset and PRC-25 headset, a modified headset can be made to
eliminate those problems,

EVALUATION: Command and control helicopters are generally equipped with & con-
sole baving only two (2) ™M radios. These radios are used by the infantry com=
mander to monitor compeny internal nets and the battalion operations nst. The
artillery liaison officer must use & PRC-25 redio to monitor his fire nets and he
is uhable to monitor operations fram the console, unless he werrs two separate
headsets, Wearing two headsets is cumbersame and guarentees the wearer a headache
after an hour or so, By using components of the ahove mentioned headsets, & head-
set can be modified allowing the liaison officer to operate his fire net through

11
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SUBJECT: Operttional Report for the Period Ending 15 July 1969, (RC3/CSFOR-65)
(UIC-WDF3-AA) (U)

his PRC=25 and to monitor all conversations and operations being conducted over
the console channels., The modifications are easily made using the left earphone
and ten (10) pin connector of the PRC-25 headset. The liaison officer can then
monitor the infantry nets through the left earphone and the artillery nets through
the right earphone.

3 That ertillery liaison officers employing PRC=25 radios have
their commo section modify a headset which allows him to monitor infentry opere-
tions and the fire net,

3. (0) Ireining. Nons
b (.U) Intelligence. None

5. (C) Logigtics.
a, M102 Howitzer Bevel Gear Assembly.

OJSERVATION: Field exverience has shown that the machine keys in the bevel gear,
FSN 1015-012~4485,tend to break during heavy or susteined firing,

ION: The poor quelity of the present machine keys of the bevel gear as-
sembly has led to frequent downtime, During heavy or sustained firing the mechine
key tends to split lengthwise, Also the excess free play, essociated with the
varying machine key dizes,ctuses the bevel gears to wwar heevily and shear tecth,
The teeth on the gears are subjected to a heavy jork as the gear slips on the
operating handle shaft. Once the gears are chipped and have slipped,the breech
vill not close, Also when replacing the bevel gears the reteining ring is usu-
ally broken and must be replaced. The machine keys can be locally manufactured
by the DS maintenance unit.

RECOMMENDATION: That umits equipped with the M102 howitzer contact their mainten~
ence support unit for the machining of additional keys. In addition the units
should increase their PLL supply of the bevel gear assembly to include the machine
key and retainer ring,

b, Distribution of Basic Items Issue Lists to Expedite Inventory of TOE
Property. '

' OBSERVATION: Complete inventory of TOE property is diffiocult and time-consuming
unless Bagic Items Issue Lists are readily available to hand receipt holders,

¢ In preparing 8 unit for redenloyment from Vietnam, one of the first
actions to be completed must be a camplete inventory of all TOE property and
components thereof, As Basic Items Issue Lists are not usually available to the
equipment user, copies should be made and distributed to all sections having the
itams of equipment. Once this has teen done, irventory is simple and miasing com-
ponents can be easily identified and procured.

=
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AVDE=AO 15 July 1969
SUBJECT: Operwtional Report for the Period Ending 15 July 1969, (R0S,'C3FCL-65)
(UIC-WDF3=-AA) (U)

RECOMMENDATION: That units planning for redeployment from Vietnam prepare suf-
ficient copies of Besic Itoms Issue Lists for distribution to all hand-receipt
holders.

¢, Facilitating Turn-in of Equipment Prior to Unit Redeployment.,

QBSERVATION: Equipment not boing deployed with & unit from Vietnam often must be
moved by the unit to several differcnt locations in order to receive technicel
inspection and be returned to supply chennels,

EVALUATION: 1In order to suhstantially rcduce handling of equipment not being ree
trograded from Vietnam cnd to expedite the return to supply chennels of service-
ahle or repeirable assets, maintenance technical inspcetions must be collocated
with supply receiving personnel. This is especially significent in the turn-in

of office equipment, furniture, snd TA 50-9071 cqui ment and other bulky, relctively
simple items. Itams roquiring specialized test cquipment could still he ronted

to paintenance facilities for inspection,

RECOMMENDATICN: That during large volume turn-in of cquipmont, inspection and
supply personnel be consolidated &t one location to reduce unit workloads end
prevent damoge through unneccssary handling.

6. (U) Orgapization. None
7. (C) Other. Deception,

OBSERVATION: The characteristic fervor with which en area is policed of meterial
by the Viet Cong end thc value of artillery ammunition to him for booby traps ean
he combined to lure the cnemy into a known location for cngagemont by ertillery.

EV. TION: An extsrnally loaded 4-22 bag conteining simulated ammunition was
dropped fron a CH=-47 aircraft. The bag of simulated amnunition in wooden boxes
impacted on a preplanned grid adjacent to & known VC bese arec within survail-
lance range of an AN/TPS-25 radar. The area in which the beg was dropped wos
monitored by the TPS-25 and as sightings occurred they were engaped with ertile
lery TOT's, The loed consisted of anmunition fibre contciners filled with acnd
nnd & few PSYWAR looflets. The flbres were placed in the ammo boxes which were
then nailed closed. Tho location for the drop wes coordinated with the supported
brigede 52 end S3. The CH-47 flew & predetermined ccurse cormonly used for Class
V resupply. The aircraft was tracked by the TPS-25 as it approached tho relecse
point. The bag wos looated on the ground by tho TPS=25 and an observer on board
the CH-47. The bag was dropped in the enrly evening anproxinately 40 minutes -
prior to curfew into & clear grea adjecent to a wood line, About 20 minutes after
the drop an OH-6A aircraft arrived over the arca and adjusted artillery on a noarby
grid, This geve the anpearance of interdictory fire but served to register the
batteries on & known location adjacent to the bag of ermunition, The arer was
monitored by the TPS-25 during the period of curfow and their sightings of person~
nel were engered with artillery. A total of 11 personnel were engogod during the
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SUBJXCT: Ope *ational Report for the Period Ending 15 July 1969, (RCS/CSFOR-65)
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night. The following day the area was found to be picked clean of the residue
fron the drop. This technique of luring the enemy from his base aree cen be
effoctively used, but a tigh dogree nf vorliom muet be schieved, The area for
the drop must be carefully sclected end the oporation cannot be conduct:d too
frequently.

¢+ That this and similar techniquos be us~d to lure the enemy
into an area of our choosing, at the time we desire, Further, that this areas
be located so that it can be monitored with target surveillance devices and
is within effective range of artillery,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

V7o 4 m

6 Incl DONALD H. S
CPT, FA
1-Record of Armo Expenditures Adjutant
&y -

—2=Ccamandoro—of-Arsiliory-Un

ShwGivie—iebion-Frogren—
5-Airmobile Firing Platform
é~Inprovised AN/PRC=25 Antenna
Incls 2, 3 and &4 wd HQ, DA
Copies Furnishedz

Commanding Generel, II FFORCEV Artillery, APO SF 96266
Comnandent, The Fisld Artillery School, Fort Sill, Oklshoma 73503
Commanding Officer, 2d Bn, 4th Arty, APO SF 96371

Commanding Officer, 1st Bn, 11th Arty, APO SF 96370

Commanding Officer, 1st Bn, 84th Arty, APO SF 96370
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AVDE~KI (21 Jul 69) lst Ind
SJUBNEST:s Operational icport of Jth Infantry Divirion Artillery for
Period Bnding 15 July 1967, RCS CTFOR-65 (R1) (U)

DA, UBADQUARTER:, 9TH INF:NTRY DIVIIOF, APO San Prancitco 96370
S Augurt 1969

T0: Commanding General, II Field Force Vietnam, APTIl: AVPRC-RE-H,
APO 96266 A

l. Thir headquarterr has reviewed and concurc with the Operational
Report~Lecsons Learned from Headquarters, 9th Infantry Division Artil-
lery for the period ending 15 July 1969.

FOR THE COMMANDERS

(bt~

R. G. GARD, JR
COL, @S
Chief of Staff
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AVPBC-RE-H (2 Sep 69) 2nd Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report for the Period Ending 15 July 1969, (RCS/CSFOR-65)
(UIC-WDF3-AA) (U)

DA, HQ II FFORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266 @ SEP 19°°
THRUs Commandirg General, US Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC(DST), APO 96375
Commander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-IT, APQ 96558

TOs Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

This headquarters has reviewed and ~oncurs with the Operational Heport -
lessops Learned of the 9th Infantry Division Artillery for the period ending
15 July 1969.

LM

f*wt; !Of‘i. 3%1}()—__‘.

FOR THx CCMMANDER: \
ih

I
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AVEGC-DST (15 Jul 69) 34 Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report for the Period Ending 15 July 1969, (RCS/CSPFOR-65)
(VIC-WDP3-4A) (V)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Prancisco 96375 17 0CT 1969

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATIN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learn-
ed for the period ending 15 July 1969 from Headquarters, 9th Infantry Division
Artillery.

2. (C) Comments follow:

a. (U) Reference item concerning "Reevaluation of Individual Pay Aliot-
ments for Redeploying Units', section II, page 7, parsgraph lb; concur. The
USARV Redeployment Guide for Units has been amended to include a section tn
finance out-procesgsing procedures. This section covers the reevaluation of
individual pay allotments.

b. (U) Reference item concerning "M109 Direct Fire Precautions”, sectiom
11, page 7, paragraph 2a; concur. Unit SOPs should be established to make it
mandatory for personnel in the battery area to wear a flak vest and steel
helmet whenever firing howitzers in the direct fire role. This will reduce
the number of friendly casualties from shell fragments in the firing battery
area. No action by DA or USARPAC is recommended.

¢. (U) Reference item concerning "Tracked Vehicle Driver Protection’,
section II, page 8, paragraph 2b; concur. The Customer Assistance Office,
Vietnam was informed and will query Weapons Command on the possibility of
reinforcing the operator!s compartment floor with steel armor plate.

d. (U) Reference item concerning "AN/GRC-142 Operations', sectiom II,
page 8, paragraph 2c; concur. The AN/GRC-142 radio sets are scheduled to
replace all existing AN/GRC-46's. This process requires a change over per-
iod. The AN/GRC~142 was designed to operate with compatible AM sets and
units having both must have a continuing training program to insure success-
ful operations,

e. (C) Reference item concerning "Use of ground surveillance radars in
conjunction with ground semsor devices", section II, page 8, paragraph 2d;
concur. Thig item will be included in Combat Intelligence Leasons, a quar-
terly USARV publication. No action by USARPAC or DA is recommended.

f. {U) Reference item concerning "Use of artillery fire directiom
chanrels for transmission of radar acquired targets", section I1I, page 9,

DOWNGRADBID 4° 3 YEAR INTERVA' -
Y 5
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AVHGC . DST (1% Jdul 69) Y Ind
SURJECT: (peraticnal Report for the Period ‘nding 1S July 1969,
(RCS/CSFOR-65) (UIC-WOF3-AA) (1)

paragrarh 2e¢; concur. This item has been extracted and will be considered for
possible inclusion in a USARV Training Newsletter,

8. (U) Reference item ccncerning "Modified Antenna for AN/PRC 25 when
inside the UH-1D aircraft", section 11, page 11, paragraph 2h: concur.
Excellent results have also been achieved by using an AB 15 antenna base,
with the associated antenna sections. The antenna is taped to the skid,
parallel to the long axis of the skid. Insulating tape must be used to
prevent the antenna from grounding out against the aircraft.

he (U) Reference item concerning "M102 Howitzer Bevel Gear Assembly",
section II, page 12, paragraph Sa: concur. The machine key is requisitioned
as part of the bevel gear set. Support maintenance has the capability to
fabricate replacement keys for those that fail prematurely. The above infor-
mation will be published in the USARV Maintenance Information Summary. The
unit is advised that an EIR should be submitted to insure that proper cor-
rective action is initiated.

1. (U) Reference item concerning "Pacilitating Turn-in of Equipment
Prior to Unit Redeployment", section 1I, page 12, paragraph S5c: cemcur.
Normal procedures for the day to day supply turn-in cannot be utilized by
8 unit scheduled for redeployment. These procedures are too time comsuming
for the large quantities of different equipment invelved. The USARV Redeploy
sent Guide for Units recommends turn-in procedures for redeploying units.

Jo (C) Reference item concerning "Deception", section 11, page 13,
paragraph 7; concur. The concept and procedures are valid. The material
described in the evaluation could have contributed to the aid and comfort
of the enemy and the A22 bag, if serviceadble, could have been used for
future airlift missions. Materials should be selected which are not re-
quired by US Forces and are of little or no value to the enemy.

POR THE COMMANDER:

\ o
KAy /l“l"’.

Cy furn:
9th Inf Div Arty
}3 8 44

Adjutant General

/9
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GPOP-DT (15 Jul 69) 4th Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 9th Infantry Division
Artillery for Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS
CSFOR-65 (R1)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 4 wnv69

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department
of the Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
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WOF2e a) (1)

MOMTH  UVIT CoL COUFTA.ZD -0 . VIRTD COWTYRPTRY  FRER IVTTRDICT
FSIS 3LS 18IS RDS MSMS RDS NSNS RO '8 RDS

Moy  1-11105 216 7314 523 3482 75 S69 49 1946 73 844

June 155 6607 605 6399 219 G949 59 3276 127 1924
July 67 2252 342 4033 49 527 15 T 18 30
TOTAL 438 16173 1470 13914 343 2445 123 5993 218 3098
May  2-4 105 77 4525 47 2220 47 1672 26 1457 7 190
Jwme - 89 2818 156 4363 50 1886 19 1541 23 200
July 41 3335 100 4013 13 522 12 1309 15 50
TOTAL 207 10778 303 10596 110 4080 57 4307 45 440
May  3-34 105 196 2929 541 4905 117 1380 202 8613 29 281
June 130 3660 393 5119 257 2679 237 9122 23 58,
July 14 565 10 206 61 343 20 1480 24 273
TOTAL 340 54 944 10230 435 4402 459 19215 76 1138
May  1-8, 155 7, 2823 331 4057 246 3026 25 1144 60 47
June 50 1681 409 4379 208 1810 26 1240 67 708
July 45 1781 142 1480 1801520 14 610 42 82,
TOTAL 169 4285 982 9916 634 6356 65 299, 169 2279
May  1-8, 8" 16 268 82 318 92 573 8 273 41 13,
June 23 562 8, 595 41 187 O 0 50 28
July 7 175 36 143 51 189 3 16 9 30 '
TOTAL 46 1005 202 1056 18, 949 11 289 100 446
2
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