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CONflCtNTlM. 

DSFARLWI OF THE ABMT 
HEADQUARTERS, 11TH AVIATION BATTALIC»! (COMBAT) 

APO SAN FRANCISCO   96289 

"EXEMPL; PROPONERE- 

A'/BACA-AC 13 August 1969 

SUBJECT:    Operational Report of the Uth Aviation Battalion (Combat) for 
Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1969,  RCS CSPOR-65  (RI)    ('-0 

SEE DISTRIBUTION 

1.     (C)    Section 1. Operations;    Significant Activitioa. 

a. ('J)    Mission.    During this reporting period there were no changes 
to the misüions of the 11th Aviation Battalion (Combat). 

b. (II)    Organization. 

(1) An organizational chart, depictinc the corposition of the  Llth 
Aviation Battalion (Combat) as of the close of this reporting period, 
may be found at Inclosure 1. 

(2) During this reporting period there were no significant changes 
in the organization of the llth Aviation Battali.n (G    bat). 

c. (U)    Command and Staff. 

(1)    Significant changes in the llth Aviation Battalion (Combat) com- 
mand and staff structure during the reporting period arc shown below: 

Staff 

(a) On 13 June 1969, CPT Roby M. Mauk, SC, 4C8-62-9305, replaced 
MAJ John E. Carroll, IN, 207-26-1414, as Battalion S3. 

(b) On 23 June 1969, CW3 Lawrence D. Kelly, AVN, 326-26-3144, replaced 
CW4 Alvey Marts Jr., AVN, 163-24-5370, as Battalion S5. 

(c) On 6 July 1969, CPT Edward W. Parker, FA, 132-32-4921, replaced 
CPT Stephen D. Ballard, IN, 513-44-2446, as Battalion 32. 

■ 

F oR of oT 
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AVBACA-AC 13 August 1969 
SUBJECT:    ORLL for Period öxHüg 31 Jul;- 19^9,  MS CSFOR-65 (RI)     (U) 

UNIT C0Mf4ANDERr> 

(d) On 30 May 1969, MAJ Lawrence B.  Moeller,  IN, 5iA-40-191O, replaced 
MAJ Janes M. Prick, SC, 213-28-9697, as Coninandinp Officer of the 205th 
Aviation Company (Assault Support Helicopter). 

(e) On 12 June 1969, MAJ John E. Carroll,  IM,  207-26-1414,  replaced 
MAJ John P. Ladd, 6C, 571-40-2364, as Gominndiiig Officer of tho 213th 
Aviation Company (Assault Support Helicopter). 

(f) On 3 July 1969, CPT James E.   Price Jr., IM,  565-58-5608,  replaced 
CPT Jose M. Fuentes, IN, 580-68-2244, as Coninanding Officer of Headquarters 
and Headquarters Company. 

(g) On 15 July 1969, MU Williaa H. Luther, IN, 399-28-0456,  replaced 
M(VJ Monte R. Veal,  IN, 257-62-4913, &8 Coramnding Officer of 12dth Aviation 
Company (Assault Helicopter). 

(h)    On 24 July 1969, MAJ Richard J. Burtnett,  IN, 218-26-7285, replaced 
FftJ Jamas W. Griffin, IN, 421-28-0843, as Conronding Officer of the 173d 
Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter). 

(2)   The current comoand and staff structure is reflected at Inclosuro 2. 

d.    (U)    Unit Streturths (as of 31 July 1969). 

(1)    Military: 

UNIT 
HHC 

391»t Q.  M.  Det 

432d Msd Det 

128th Avn Co (Atlt Hel) 

173d Avn Co (Aslt Hel) 

759th Mad Det 

205th Avn Co (Aslt Spt Hsl) 

213th Avn Co (Aslt Spt Hel) 

TOTAL 11th Avn Bn (Cbt)        89 94   157 138  997 93i 1243 1163 
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OFF 
AUTH PFD 

19   25 

wc 
Ainu 

3 
PFD 

5 

Ell 
AITTH PFD 

85 182 

TOTAL 

107 212 

0 0 0 0 8     8 8       8 

1 1 0 0 7     6 8       7 

19 24 51 49 218 189 288    262 

19 24 51 49 218 176 288   249 

1 1 0 0 7     5 8       6 

15 9 26 20 227 175 268   204 

-11- ;p 26 1? 227 190 268    215 
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(2)    Civilian: 

UNIT 
HHC 

39l8t Q. M. Det 

432d Mod Det 

128th Avn Co (Aslt Hoi) 

173d Avn Co (Aslt Hel) 

759th Med Det 

205th Avn Co (Aalt Spt Hel) 

213th Avn Co (Aalt Spt Hel) 

TOTAL 11th Avn Bn (Cbt) 

DA c 
pra 

0 

V 
ALTTH 

9 
WD 

3 

3d H' 
.JTTH 

0 

T'L 
PFD 

0 

TECH 
ALTH 

0 

RKP 
PFD 

0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 

0 0 10 9 0 0 0 0 

0 0 9 6 0 0 o- 0 

0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 8 8 0 0 1 I 

0 . 2, JL. 2 0 9 1, 1 
47   41 0     0 

e. (U)   Aircraft Gtatus.    See Incloaure 3. 

f. (U)    Operational Reeulta.    See Incloaure 4. 

g. (U)    Employment.   The 11th Aviation Battalion (Conibat) waa engaged 
in aupporting tactical oporationa each day during the reporting period. 
Continuoua training of new peraonnel by aubordinate unita of tho battalion 
waa acconpliahod concurrently with the conduct of norml combat operations. 

h.    (U)    Peraonnel. Morslo. Diacipline and Information. 

(l)    Peraonnel records.    An average of 1180 recorda waa maintained at 
thia headquarters during the reporting period.    Processing totals were: 

ID. Proceaaed Out Proceaaed 

Officer 30 20 

Warrant Officer 36 33 

Enliatod Men 302 202 

Total 368 258 
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SbbJ^CT:    ORLu for i-eriod Jndint; 31   July 1V69, RCS C^rüR-öJ)  (Rl)    (U) 

(2)    awards ana ^c-coraticns.    The fcillowini^  awai'da and decorations 
were procesüed durin^ the reporting period: 

Subi.lttea 

5 

25 

Ü 

y 

i 

VI 

226V 

130 

21 

i.    ^C)    Intelii» ence. No significant Intelxifence activities tran- 
spired during this reporting period. 

j.    {C)    flans.  Operations and Irainin,'. 

(1)    Plans.    The  11th Aviation Battalion (ConD&t) OFLA^1 1-69 (iiagle- 
foot Defense) cortinued in effect.    Incorporated in the defense plan are 
procedures for lei'ense of the aircraft parking area, the battalion's sector 
of responsibility hitxiin the Ihu Loi Base üaiup periäeter,  gun ship support 
for the fhu Loi perii.eter and procedures for evacuation of battalion 
aircraft. 

{2)    Operations. 

(a)    üurin^ this reporting period the 11th aviation Battalion (Gorbat) 
continued to support tne lollowing major tactical units:     II Field Force, 
1st Infantry uivision,  1st Cavalry division U'.irn^Diie),   9th Infantry 
Division,  25th Infantry Division,   5th ARVN Division, r'oy;il Thai Arry Vol- 
unteer Force (hTKVK;, bien hoa Tactical ^.rea üonAiina UTAC), Capital 
IlAlitary i^sistance Goi^and (.GiüC), i-alitary Assistance Corijiand civil 
Operations and Revolutionary Development Support UACG>.F.Do),  11th Armored 
Cavalry Re^i^ent and 5th Special Forces Group. 

4 
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award Received 

Silver Star 0 

Distinguished Flying Cross 12 

Soldier's  liedal 0 

oronze Star "V 3 

nir t.edal "V" 17 

/irn^r Goiuuenaation hea&l "V" 10 

oronze Star 6U 

Air Kedal 1847 

hruy Coiw.endation ..edal 132 

Purple heart 17 
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SUBJECT:    ORLL for Period Endinr 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)    (U) 

(b) Operation Toan Thang (Complete Victory) Phase III, initiated on 
17 February 1969, continued through this period.    During this repnrtlns'' 
period,  in support of Operation I'oan Thang III,  the Uth Aviation Battalion 
(Combat) transported 201,805 passengers and 65,222 tons of cargo while fly- 
ing 85,702 sorties in 25,034 flying hours (Seo Inclosuro U). Miasion results 
for this period are listed at Inclosure 4.    Ammunition expenditures Ly typt- 
and amount are listed at Inclosure 5. 

(c) Throughout this period airmobile combat assaults (CA), tactical 
extractions and direct combat  support missions were conducted daily by the 
battalion.    The trcn^ of employing company and platoon-sized combat ,to."auItö 
continued and was 'jvidencod by the fact that the 11th Aviation Battalion 
(Combat) did not conduct an infantry battalion insertion during this 
reporting period.    Tne 11th Aviation Battalion (Combat) continued to rapport 
the lat Infantry Division primarily, although the battalion's two assault 
support helicopter companies provided general and direct t-omlnt support  for 
all oth^r major units in III Corps Tactical Zone.    In addition,  units of the 
11th Aviation Battalion (Combat) wrre selected to transport the Whit,*; House 
Staff during President Nixor 's recent visit  to RVIJ. 

(d) The 11th Aviation Battalion (Combat) conducted 22 heli-bucket 
missions (CH-A7 Chinooks equipped with two 350-gallon buckets) during the 
quarter.    Nine of these missions,  representing 41 per cent of the total, 
were cancelled prior to the aircraft, arriving on station.    The romnining 
13   missions were completed successfully.    A total of 74 sorties wore flown 
to dispense 51,000 gallons of water on fires of various typos.    With the 
onset of the monsoon, holi-buckets have not been required to suppress dust 
in pick-up zones. 

(e) The 11th Aviation Battalion (Combat)  Pathfinder Detachment con- 
tinued to provide daily support of CH-47 "Chinook"    missions.    During this 
reporting period the pathfinder detachment established four records by con- 
ducting 5Ö9 rdssions consisting of 249 troop sorties transporting 5,029 
passengers, and 4,^60 equipment sorties involving 19,440 tons of cargo. 
The pathfinders alro set an unusual record during the ironth, of July by con- 
ducting 24 artillery fire support base moves during one month. 

(f) The light ship,  (Fire-Fly), assigned to the battalion headquarters, 
was employed on 12 occasions for a total of 34 flying hours.    Battalion 
Fire-Fly operations were nonmlly flown in support of Phu Loi Base defense. 
On 10 May 1969, the Fire-Fly crew was credited with two (2) NVA/VC KIA. 
New techniques In Fire-Fly operations are discussed in Section 2. 

(3)   Training. 

(a)    During this reporting period the Uth Aviation Battalion (Combat) 

5 
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SUBJ3CT:    ORLL for Peri.H J» - ing 31 July 1969,  HCS CSFOR-65 (RI)    (U) 

sent 159 of 209 eligible personnel to Vietnam in-country training as required 
by USARV Regulation 350-1.    This represented a significant increase over allo- 
cations received last quarter.     The increase   can be attributed primarily 
to additional allocations received from ist Infantry Division Training Center 
located at Di An, RVN.    With continued assistance of the 82d Airborne Division 
Replacement Training Detachment and the let Infantry Division Replacement 
Training Center, the 11th Aviation Battalion (Combat) will acconplish min- 
imum requirements established by USARV Regulation 350-1. 

(b) During this reporting period the 11th Aviation Battalion (Combat) 
Pathfinder Detachment conducted 34 combat «quipment parachute Jumpo to 
maintain proficiency in the event of a need for airborne operations. 

(c) The pathfinder detachment continued to nasist the Battalion 
Mobile Training Teams  (MTT) in conducting classes for artillery and infantry 
units on correct procedures for rigging sling loads and proper aircnft 
utilization.   With increased emphasis on ARVN utilization of air assets, 
many ARVN units were trained by the pathfinders in proper loading and rigging 
techniques. 

(d) In addition to the assistance rendered to supported units on 
MTT classes, the pathfindere participated in combat assaults with ARVN 
and Royal Thai Army Units.    These operations served to teach conmand and 
control techniques in pick-up and landing «.ones, and control of armed 
helicopter and medevac ships as the situation required. 

(e) The KI-28 training program continued.    Since most aviators were 
not familiar with voice-secure equipnent prior to arrival in Vietnam, 
increased emphasis was placed on training all aviators in the use of the 
10C-28 voice-secure equipoent, 

(f) The 11th Aviation Battalion (Combat) received two allocations for 
Jungle Survival Training School (JEST) during this period.   This represented 
a significant increase in allocations and allowed moro eraphaals to be placed 
on survival, escape and evasion classes conducted by school-trained 
personnel. 

(g) An increase in allocations for Army Aviation Refresher Training 
School (AARTS) courses was received during this reporting quarter.    The most 
significant increase in allocations was for the Technical Inspector Courses. 
The 11th Aviation Battalion (Combat) requested and received waivere to 
allow personnel in an on-the-Job-training (OJT) status to attend the 
courses.   This partially relieved existing critical MDS shortages.   Twenty- 
aeven allocations were, received for the following courses: 

6 
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Course No. of Allocations 

Technical Inspector Course 2 

Technical Supply Course 2 

Officer Armament Repairman Course 1 

Enlisted Armament Repairman Course 3 

T-53-I^"ll Engine Repairman Course 3 

T-53-L-13 Engine Repairman Course 3 

T-55 Engine Repairman Course 6 

AH-IG/UH-IC Airframe Repairman Course 1 

CH-47 Airframe Repairman Course 3 

UH-1D/H Airframe Course 3 

(h)    During this period increased emphasis was placed on defense against 
sapper attacks.   All members of the command were trained to recognize and 
defeat sapper techniques.   All personnel completed an extensive training 
program implemented by battalion. 

k,    (C)    Logistics. 

(1) The folxwing items continued to be in short supply: 

(a) Helmets, APH-5 and APH-6. 

(b) Rifles, Vhli, 5.56 ma. 

(c) Nonuc flight suits. 

(2) Eleven reports of survey were Initiated, three of which were 
administrative.   The remainder were combat losses.   Weapons and flight 
gear represented a large percentage of the equipment lost, damaged or 
destroyed. 

(3) Construction and upgrading of facilities within the battalion 
continued. 

(a)   The battalion dispensary was rewired and connected to Phu Lot 
Post central power.    In addition, procurement and installation of a 
101,000 B.T.U. central air conditioning unit further Improved the stand- 
ards of this facility. 
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(b)    The battalion field ration mass installed a l^-ton air conditioning 
unit, a stereophonic music syston, and installed new tile on th*: floor. 

(4) The lack of school-trained or experienced raain^nancc supervisors, 
MDS 63C40, and engineer equipnent repairmen, MDS 52B20,  continued to be 
a serious problem.    Maximum use of on-the-Job-t raining  (OJT) plus daily 
technical assistance from battalion and direct support units partially 
alleviated the problem. 

(5) A shortage of repair parts for engineer equiposrL  mi I37B1 trucks 
contributed to excessive equipment down time.    Further,   units were unable 
to maintenance-exchange because of non-availability of float equipmont. 

1.     (C) ttointenance. 

(1 )    For units of the, battalion combined,  the average aircraft density 
was 14 UH-1B/C, each operating an average of 81 flying hours per mom-n, 
A2 UH-ID/H aircraft, obtaining a monthly average time of  103 hours each 
and 3k CH-47A/C helicopters averaging 71 hours per month (See Incloturc 6), 
Fifteen UH-1 aircraft were turned in,     sixteen replacurncnts were received. 
The assault  support  helicopter companies retrograded nine CH-47 holicopterE 
and received eleven replacements. 

(2) Based on MTOE authorizations at the close of the reporting period, 
the 11th Aviation Battalion (Combat) had a shortage of two Uii-1B/C and six 
UH-lD/H aircraft.    The 213th Aviation Company (Assault Support Helicopter) 
operated at an authorized strength of sixteen CH-47C aircraft.    Although 
authorized sixteen A mode]  Chinooks, the 205th Aviation Company (Assault 
Support Helicopter) had assigned eighteen aircraft, two of which were 
pending turn-in due to high airframe time. 

(3) The 213th Aviation Company (Assault Support Helicopter) continued 
operations exclusively with CH-47 C model aircraft.    Accumulated high-low 
time aircraft in the unit at the close of the period were 65c and 409 
hours,  respectively.    Shortages of repair parts pticuliar to the CH-47C 
helicopter continued to present a significant problem.    Ten aircraft were 
EDP for 144 days during the quarter as compared with a zero rate for the 
unit aissigned CH-47 A raodola.    The higher EDP rate for the 213th Aviation 
Company (Assault Support Helicopter) was reporteu as an excessive Mot 
Operationally Ready-Supply (NORS) status on the An^y Aircraft Inventory 
Status and Flying Time Report  (DA Form 1352). 

(4) In compliance with fWO's 55-1520-209-50/3 and 55-1520-209-20/27, 
a Boeing-Vertol special contract team modified 72 forward and aft rotor 
blades on aircraft assigned to the 205th Aviation Company (Assault Support 
Helicopter).    Performed during June and July, the modifications required 
47 days to complete and resulted in eight aircraft non-flyable for 15 days. 
Down time was minimized by scheduling modifications concurrently with 

Ö 
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poriodic inapöctions or unachwluL.-d .•nainL^na.r.co.    All coramitments of the 
units were met during the period. 

m.    (U) Aviation 'safcty.    oix major accidbnta, five incidents,  four 
forced landings and t-hirteen precautlonary landings resultod in a cumulative 
accident rate of 24.6 accidents per 100,000 flying hours.    This is a 
decrease of 2.0 from the last reporting period.    Three of the na,jor accidents, 
representing fifty percent of the total,  were caused by materiel failure. 
The remaining three acciionts were attributed to pilot error.    By comparision 
all five incidents were the result of pilot orror.    Materiel  failure 
was the najor contributing factor in all forced and precautionary landings. 

n.    (U) Medical.    As a result of evaluating MTOE 1-256F,  3-500D,  recorrh- 
nendations were made for making batter use of airmobile medical personnel 
and equipment .    The evaluation included the Battalion MDdical Section and 
i+32d Medical Detachment, collocated in the same dispensary building at 
Phu Loi, and the 759th Medical Detachment located at Lai Khe.    The units 
located at Phu Loi were found to have undesirable and unnecessary duplication 
of personnel and oqulpoent.    It was determined that the Battalion Medical 
Section should be enlarged to include an additional physician, a variable 
number of medical aidmen plus additional equipment to provide the medical 
section a treatment capability, thus elimineting the need for a separate, 
Collocate«! medical detachment.    Further,   it was recommended that medical 
dotachments be attached to units only when physically separated from the 
battalion headquarters.    In those instances, the detachment should be staffed, 
as a minimum, with one flight surgeon,  one NCOIC and four medical aidmen. 

o.    (U) Religious and Personal Services. 

(1) The Battalion Chaplain initiated a program of showing selected 
coraraercial films followed by group discussions of the moral issues in- 
volved..   All films were rented using funds from the Phu Loi Consolidated 
Chaplains'  Fund.    This project enhanced efforts to improve religious 
instruction pertaining to real-life situations. 

(2) Inclosure 7 contains a summary of religious activities con- 
ducted during the period of this report. 

p.    (U) Civic Actions. 

(1)   All unite of the ^attalion actively participated in civic action 
projects during the reporting period.    Three units, Headquarters and Head- 
quarters Company,  205th Aviation Company (Assault Support Helicopter), 
and 120th Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter),  sponsored the lai Thieu 
School for Deaf Mutes.    The 213th Aviation Company (Assault Support 
Helicopter) sponsored St. Joseph'b Leprosarium located near the village of 
Ben Son,    The 173d Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter) sponsored the 

E lernentary S chool located at Lai Khe. 
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(2)    Efforts were .iiade during the quarter to supply essc-ntial sub- 
sistence items to these various projects.    Over 5,000 pounds of food and 
100 pounds of medical supplies were distributed to the School for Deaf 
Mutes and the Loprosarium.    In addition, clothin»',  toys, and candy were also 
donated.    Two reconditioned typewriters, obtained  from uonors in the United 
States, were presented to the School for Deaf Mutes. 

2.     (C)    Section 2.  Lessons Learned;    Comntuiaer'3 Observations. Evaluations 
and Recomaendations. 

a. (U)    Personnel.  None. 

b. (C)    Operations. 

Item; l.'ater Reaupply to Tactical Units, 

(1) Observation:  Supported units frequently employed air movement of 
water trailers to resupply water to field locations. 

(2) Evaluation:    The most common method of reaupplying water to field 
locations is to use a water trailer rigged for sling load by a CH-47 heli- 
copter.    A water trailer filled to capacity (400 gallons) weighs approximately 
5,450 pounds, depending on the type trailer used.    An empty trailer weighs 
approximately 2,280 pounds.    Eliminating unnecessary transport of the trailer 
will permit an increase in allowable cargo load  (ACL). 

(3) Recomnündation:    That unless the üituatiun requires a readily 
mobile water supply, ground commanders use collapsible bladders or two A-22 
bags filled with five-gallon water containers.    Adopt,ion of either method 
will roduc« the number of required sorties, permit   an increase in useful 
ACL and permit rapid rigging of equipment for back haul. 

(/»,)    Command Action:    A vigorous program of liaison with all supported 
units was establiahed to improve overall resupply techniques and utilization 
of aircraft. 

Item; Use of i^aku-shift Cargo Containers for f'lingloads. 

(!)■   Observation;    Several units that require  repeated CH-47 support 
have fabricated wooden boxes,  commonly called "pig pens  , to facilitate air 
movement of mess hall equipment, supplies and other small items of equip- 
ment.    These devices varied in construction and design to the point that 
only the slings were common.   (Since February 19t9,   four "pi^ pens" dis- 
integrated in flight,  resulting in dropped loads.    Although only one device 
failed this quarter, experience indicates the trend will continue.) 
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AVBACA-AC 13 August   1Q69 
SUBJECT:    ORL1   for Period Endir.p 31  Ju]v   1069, RCS CSFOR-65  (Rl)    (U) 

(2) Evaluation;    Althou^i the  "pig pen" facilitates air movement of 
ümll items, quality of design am' construction are generally belov; accent- 
able standar.iu.     In li^it of pest  experiences,  continued use of these devices 
without const ruction standards is questionable. 

(3) Reoommendation:    That  standard specifications be prescribed by appro- 
priate authority and  included in SOP's pertaining to airmobile ooer^tions. 

(4) Comnand Action:    Aircraft conruuiders were irstricted to inspect 
ail field expedient devices    rior to movement.    Tf in the opinion of the 
aircraft commander the device cannot be carried safely, a  rvlease from 
responsibility must.be obtained from the supported unit. 

Item:    Flight Planning in the Cockpit. 

(1) Observation:    Changing tactical situations freauently r-quired 
tviators to deviate from original fli^it  plans.    Faced with the orospects 
of limited reaction time and no flight planning frcility,  the  aircraft 
commander was required to conduct mission planning in fli^it.    To reach 
the  point of decision to continue or abort the mission based on fuel, 
pilots needed a simnle, reliable method of estimating required fli^t time, 

(2) Evaluation;    Pilots need a rule-of-thumb for computing fli^it time 
utilizing 10 kilometer (10,000 meter)  grid squares on tactical maps.    One 
method, based on predett mined ground speed in knots,  i?j to convert  distance 
in kllooetera to flight time required.    The chart below explains the prlncin] 

GROUND SPEED DISTANCE APPR0Xm\TE TTMF. IN .-'TKUTES 

80K In KM h0% of the distance 

100K ' In KM 1/3 or 33 1/3^ of the distance 

130K In KM lA or 25% of the distance 

An example of the rule is shown below: 
UJO kilometers at 80 knots - 40 minutes flight  time. 
(IJhen computing this with an E6B computt-r,  100 kilometers is eoual to 54 
nautical miles.    At 80 knots the flight time reouired is 40 minutes.) 

(3) Recommendation;    That all aviators be made aware of this rvle- 
of-thumb for in-flirjit mission planning. 

(U)    Corm.and Action:    Members of this command were briefed on the us«. 
of this formula for in-fli^it planning. 

Item;    Assault Helicopter Company Employed as a "Split Fli^it". 

11 
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AVBACA-AC 13 August 1969 
SUBJECT: ORLL for Period Ehdlnf ji ouly 1Q69, RCS CSFOR-65 (KI) (U) 

(1) Obaei'vation; During this reporting period Assault Helicopter 
Companies of the 11th Aviation Battalion (Combat) frequently were required 
to employ in two elements, coranonly called "split flights". Employment 
in this manner required an assault helicopter company to commit simultane- 
ously two units consisting of a comnand and control aircraft, one light fire 
team of two helicopters each, and four lift aircraft, 

(2) Evaluation: The technique of "split flight" employment allows max- 
imum coverage of the area of operations with a minimum of aviation assets, 
and has been proven effective in combat operations especially during lull 
periods, when small units or reconnaissance patrols are normally employed. 
The technique has several disadvantages however; 

(a) The practice of "split flights" often results in less than optimum 
aircraft utilization. This can primarily be attributed to the fact that 
supported units fail to tailor their forces to the available aviation assets. 
Frequently, ground tactical plans call for employment of company-sized units 
usually requiring 18 sorties. With the aviation company operating in mul- 
tiples of four, an 18 sortie lift will require two empty aircraft to orbit 
at some time during the mission. This procedure also complicates security 
problems in the LZ/PZ since flights of four aircraft do not normally allow 
units to maintain integrity unless the unit has been specially tailored. 

(b) Two light fire teams are required on station simultaneously. Nor- 
mally, when employing an assault helicopter company as an integral unit, 
only one light firu team is required to bo airborne during a mission, with 
the remaining light fire team in ready reserve. This employment affords the 
air mission commander maximum flexibility. 

(c) The reduction in comnunications limits both ground and air mission 
connanders. Only one command and control aircraft per assault company is 
equipped with a communications console. In "split flight" operations, a 
second command and control party is forced to rely solely on one FM radio 
organic to tho aircraft, supplembnted by AN/PRC-25 radios furnished by the 
supported unit. Under these circumstances the command party can monitor one 
net only utilizing the aircraft radios and the air mission commander is 
without an alternate moans of comnunications. To obtain primary UHF com- 
nunications for both elements of the "split flight", the second air mission 
comnander must borrow a UHF frequency. 

(3) Recommendation: That supported units tailor their forces propor- 
tionally to their aviation assets or that in planning the mission they 
request the specific number of aircraft required to accomplish their pre- 
scribed mission in the most advantageous and efficient manner. 

(U)    Command Action; 

(a) An active liaison program was established with supported units to 
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SUBJECT:    QRtL f©r ^erlod öidinr 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RT)    (U) 

insure an understanding of the advantages and disadvantages of "split 
flight" operatlone. 

(b)    Additional UHF frequencies were requested to allow air mission 
:oninander3 flexibility in primary control connunications. 

c    (C)   Training. 

Item:    2.75 inch Folding-Fin Aerial Rockets (FFAR). 

(1) Observation;    During recent months the 11th Aviation Battalion 
(Conbat) was severely limited in allocations of 10-pound point-detonating 
rockets. 

(2) Evaluation;    A recent study indicated that the majority of rock- 
ets expended were 10-pound point-detonating.    Generally, aviators favor 
use of this rocket over other types because of their familiarity with its 
employmunt, capability and limitations.    The investigation revealed that 
moat aviators had never employed VT or flechette ordnance during combat 
operations. 

(3) Recommendation: 

(a) That gun ship pilots be familiar with the employment of all types 
of 2.75 inch folding-fin aerial rockets (FFAR). 

(b) That air mission commanders make selective use of various types 
of rockets to Insure employtaent of ordnance best suited for the tactical 
situation. 

(U)    Command Action:    The 11th Aviation Battalion (Combat)   established 
a recurring two day training program for pilots on the use of variable 
time (VT) and flechette rockets.    Unit commanders were instructed to 
emphasize to air mission oonmanders and pilots the need for economical and 
selective use of ordnance. 

Item;    Fire-Fly Techniques: 

(1) Obaervation;    The 11th Aviation Battalion (Combat) light ship 
(Fire-Fly) experienced difficulty in locating targets detected by AN/PPS-5 
Radar. 

(2) Evaluation;    Rast techniques of intercepting targets detected by 
radar proved Ineffective.    Although Fire-Fly responds rapidly, targets van- 
ish prior to the light ship arriving on station.    Intelligence indicate« 
that VC/toVA personnel hide in tunnels, wells and ravines when forewarned 
by an approaching light ship, scanning with search light enroute to the 
target, 
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AVBACA-AC 13 August 1969 
SUBJECT: ORLL for Period Ending 31 Julv 1969, RCS C3FOR-65 (RI) (U) 

(3) Recommendation! That Fire-Fly remain blacked out until guided 
by radar to a point directly over the target area. 

(4) Conmand Action; 

(a) Light ship crews were instructed to cruise blacked out until 
vectored over the target area. 

(b) A vigorous training program was established to fully coordinate 
vector and intercept procedures. 

(c) Active liaison with Phu Loi Base Defense and the Phu Loi Counter- 
Mortar Radar Detachment developed excellent vectoring techniques which 
were used successfully on four separate occasions. Through utilization of 
the AN/MPC&A Counter-Martar Radar equipment, the vectoring technique was 
refined to an accuracy of ten meters. 

d. (U) Intelligence. None. 

e. (U) Logistics. None. 

f. (U) Organization. None. 

g. (U) Aircraft Maintenance. None. 

Qkv&faj 
7 Incl ALTON B.  REID 
1.    Organizational Chart and LTC, INF 
Station List Commanding 
1i    Cei—nii wA Itaff Stnrt-ir?— 
3.    Aircraft Status 
k.    Operational Results 
5. Ammunition Expended 
6. Aircraft Maintenance Statistical Summary 

f7i Ohapel Stattiotioo 
Incls 2 and 7 wd HQ, DA 
DISTRIBUTION: 
5 copies to CO, 12th Aviation Group (Combat) 
2 copies to CG, 1st Aviation Brigade 
3 copies to CG, USARV 
2 copies to CINCUSARPAC 
1 copy to CO, 145th Aviation Battalion (Combat) 
1 copy to CO, 210th Aviation Battalion (Combat) 
1 copy to CO, 222d Aviation Battalion (Combat) 
1 copy to CO, 269th Aviation Battalion (Combat) 
1 copy to CO, 3d Sqdn, 17th Air Cav 
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»VBACA-SG (13 Aug 69)    Ist Ind 
■ . .'l<i:T:    Operational Kaport of th« llth Aviation liattaiion (Ccnbht) 

for Period Ending 31  July 1^69,  (RCS CSFQR-65) (KI) (U) 

DA, ^«L^UAhTKWJ,  12TH AVIATION GKOUF (COMBAT)  AK) 96266     29 August 1969 

uomuamllng General,  II Field Force Vietiiaa, APO 962t& 

In accordance with USAKV Keg 525-15> the Operational Report - Lessons 
iearnrd of the lltn Arlation Battalion (Combat), for the period ending 
31 July 1969« is forwarded. 

TO« THL COMANDBi: 

/—, 1 

RONALD C. VINES 
Major» Infantry 
Adjutant 

li> 



AVFBC-HE-H    (4 3ep 69)    2nd Ind 
3UBJBCT»    Operational Report of the  11th Aviation Battalion  (Comoat) for 

Penoa £kidin« 31 July 1969. RC3 C3K)h-65 (HI)  (Uy 

Hi, HQ II FPOfiC£V, HO San ^ranciaoo 96266    6 SEP 196' 

THROi    Commanding Üeneral,  Ist Aviation Brigade, ATTNi    AVBA-C,  iPO 9650? 

Comraandiiig General, OS Araiy Vietnam, ATTH»     k\     C{  ST), APO 96375 

Commandar-In-Uruöf, US Aray Pacific, ATTH«    GPüP-DT, AK' ^58 

TOt        Assistant Chief of Staff for Poroe Developme..:,,  Ji-partment of th« 
Army, Uaaniiigton,  B.C. 20310 

This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational Report  - 
Leasone Learned of tue  11th Combat Aviation Battaiioj        ■ the      nod 
ending 31  July 1969. 

ifOR TiW OQHHANBii£i 

B.H.. M/.VDONALD 
ILT,     A     ■ 
As St AG 

U 



CONFIDENTIAL 
AVBAGC-0 (13 Aug 69) 3d Ind 
SDBJEC?t    Operational Report of the 11th Aviation Battalion (Combat) for 

Period Etodine 31 July 1969» RCS CSPOR-65 (Ul)    (U) 

DA, HEADQUABTERS.  1ST AVIATION BHIGASE, APO    96384       19 SEP 1969 

TUBDi    Coannding General, united States Anny Vietnam, ATTMt    AVUGC-CST, 
APO   96375 
Comnander-in-Chief, United States Anqy Pacific, AFAit    GPLP-CT, 
APO   96558 

TOt       Aasistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the 
Amy, Washington, D.C.    20510 

1«    (U)   Thid heeuiquarters has reviewed subject report and concurs with 
the contaits as indorsed. 

2«    (C)   The following additional oomnents are confide, ed pertinents 

a. Paragraph lk(l)(a), page 7, addresses shortages of APli-5 and API1-6 
flight helmets*    The APH-5 and APU-6 helmets are no longer being issued. 
The SPH-4 he?.nct is the replacement,    Ist Aviation Brija.e connund policy 
establishes the issue priority of the new helmet as combat elements re- 
ceiving Ist priority, support elemeats 2d priority, and staff elements 3d 
priority.    The new SPH-4 is present 1,; being received by Ist Aviation Bri- 
gade at a rate of 200 per weak.    The 12th Aviation Group (Combat) has 
received 588 helmets to date. 

b. Paragraph lk(l)(b), page 7, addresses shortage of H-16A1 rules. 
Present priority of Issue for the &.16A1 rifle does not allow aduitional 
combat support units to draw the weapon at this time.    The K-14 rifle is 
belog issued as a suitftble substitute.   As the stock level of M-lb's 
increases, combat support units will be issued the weapons on a one for 
one exchange«    This item has TJSARV comuand interest and monthly reporting 
as to unit ^trtup *e reo^ired.    Additional let Aviation Brigade units can 
expect to receive rwlb rifles beginning in the 2d and 3d quarter FY 70. 
The 11th Avn Bn (Cbt) has been informed as to the priority of issue of 
the M-16. 

c. Paragraph Ik(l)^c), page '?, addresses a shortage of Nomez flight 
suits.   'The reported shortage of Boaax flight suits was subsequertly 
solved by the units hand carrying requisitions through the direct support 
unit to the united States Army Inv aatoiy Control Center Vietnam (USAICCV), 
as previously instructed by this headquarters in the Comnander's Notes 
Number 5, dated 9 June 1969 and in the 1st Aviation Brigade Supply and 
Maintenance Newsletter Number 6, dated 9 June 1969.   The S-4, 11th Avia- 
tion Battalion (Combat) informed this headquarters on 3 September 1969 
that sufficient Nomex shirts and trousers were physically on lv-nd to pro- 
vide all personnel with two (2) sets of Nomex flight clothing. 

17 QOWNGtAOCD AT 1 YIAI MTOVAIS; 
NCUSSMD Um 12 tIAIS. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBiGC-o 19 SEP 19fi9 
SUBJECT!    Opeiaticnal heport of the ilth aviutiüü BattaliM (CoabatJ for 

Period Ending 31 July 1969, HCt> ti;r01t-65 (Hi)    (Uj 

d.    Paragraph lk(4), puge U, addreüses the choitugt of M08 65C4O 
and 52B20.    The ctiortage of 63C4O, General Vehicle Repair tiupt-rviöor,  ic 
Cumtion to the entire let Aviation Brigade.    Huv;ev- r,  tue 12th Aviuti-n 
Group (Coralct) has eleven rupainncn exccsL;  in i4uJ 6;C20/30, which bali-r- 
ces the shortage of 7 NCO'B in that MuS.    It is recogniZf-a that i.OS 6^020/ 
50 repairmen lack tue experience and txaining norat-liy e^ eoted ui liCO'c; 
however, throagh on the job training, these exceae per8oar>el nay effective- 
ly be trained for NGO positions.    The saoiix^e of aniisteü reen in l-LS 
52B20 within the lith Aviation ifcUalion (Coobct) ia prü[)urtioncte to the 
Brigade and TBAHV shortage,    Headq urters tJüAiW iß attewpting to fill theuc 
poaitions by aasigning emiated sen quuiifiea as ^2ii2ü, sover Gerierator 
Equipment Eepairnan, to the 1st Aviatiun bri(ji;.e.    Jue i.uaiiiicx.woni; oi 
LOS 52D20 parallel those of MOS ^2B20 and have been saticfactorUy uti- 
lized aa 52B20,8 in recent months.    No projection of the in uts in ..LS 
52B and 52D can be made at this time due to reductions in UüA/.V Banning 
levela. 

a«    Paragraph 2c, page 13, discusses Fire-^ly Techniques.    This head- 
quartera recognizes a need for establishin,? criteria,  teohniquaa and 
methods of employment for Fire-Fly aus^ions.    Duca ia being colJectca 
to determine the most effective techniques or,     yed  by subc   .inut^ units 
in operations and training for inclusion in the ist Aviation Biljude 
Operational Proce ures Guide« 

FOR THE CCMMANDERi 

ARTHJä(W. UTTiß 
cpyxGc - 

Cy of 5d Ind ^umi Awt AG. 
CO, Uth Avn Bn (Cbt) 

18 

CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 

AVÜGC-DST (13 Äug 69) 4th lad 
SUBJECT t    Operational Report of th« 11th Aviation Battalion (Coabat) for 

Period Ending 31 July  1969, ECS C8F0E-65 (El) (U) 

HCiDQUASTEEE, UNITED STATES AEMY, VUTMAM. APO San Prancioco    96375     |j p» 

TO:    Comaadar in Chief, United States Amy.  Pacific, ATTM:    GPOP-DT, 
APO    96558 

1.    (U)   Thie headquarter» has reviewed the Operational Eeport-Lessons Learn- 
ed for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1969 fro« Headquarters»  11th 
Aviation Battalion (Coabet). 

I,     (C)    CoHients follow: 

a. (C)    Eeference iten concerning "Use of Mske-shift Cargo Containers 
for Slingloads1*,  section XI, page 10, paragraph 2bi nonconcur*    It is iaprac- 
ticel to prescribe a single configuretion for packaging which will teeet the 
operational needs of every unit.    It is the reeponsibility of the ground 
ripping crew to ascertain and verify the airworthiness of each item to be 
airlifted.    Itoae considered unsafe should he rejected. 

b. (C)    Eeference its* concerning "Plight Planning in the Cockpit", 
««ction II, page 10, paragraph 2b; concur.    Various aethods have been d»vised 
by individual aviators to assist ia asking rapid estiaates of flying cine re- 
quired.    Thess aathods nezaally vary due to individual preferences and type 
oi elrcraft, and do not aerit publication as s standardised "rule of thunb". 

c. (C)    Eeference itaa concerning "Assault Helicopter Ceapany Beploy- 
■ent as a «Split Flight1 ", section II, page 11, paragraph 2bi concur. 
Supported units should tailor their forces to the aeaiana extent pexaitted 
by the tactical situation and aission, considering the aviation assets 
avallabls.    Nonconcur with the portion of the reconaendation that the sup- 
ported unit request the specific nunber of aircraft required to accoaplish 
the prescribed aission in the aost advantageous and efficient aanner.   The 
request for aviation support should include sufficiently detailed infor- 
aation to pexait an analysis of the lift requireaent and the allocation of 
aviation assets to provide proper support of ths ground unit. 

FOB THE COMUNDEBt 

Cy furnt 
Uth Avn Bn (Cbt) 
1st Avn Bde 

C. 6. WILSON 
1IT,  ACC 
Assistant Mjutsnt General 

rnwnnnjTiÄi      ****** AT 3 via Mnmis, 
lUNMütNTIAL        Ncussim Ann 11 YEMS. 

MiMS2M.M 



opor-or (is Aug «t) sth M 
IUBJKTI    OMratlMMl Ufort of IQ, 11th Aviation Battalion (C<Mbat) 

for Porlod lading 31 July 19H, ICt CIP0t-65 (11) 

■Qt US Amy, Pacific, AM tan fvawlaco   9655f 21 OCTSI 

TO:    Aaalatant Chlaf of Staff for forea Dovolopaont, Dapartaant of tha 
Amf, Haahlngton, D. C.    20310 

Thla haatf^nartara eooeurt la aabjaet report aa Indoraod« 

fo» rm cfMii—■ n azipt 

C. L ~ ~ 

r     AMAO 
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UTH AVl'iTION Q/VTTALION (C»^?) 
OPEKATIOIIi\L RESULTS 

FOR THE PERIOD 1 MAY 1969 TPfflOUGH 31 July 1969 

UNH SORTIES 
FITWN 

TROOPS 
LIFTED 

CARGO 
TONS PFTED 

1 

HOURS                 I 
FLOWN 

128th ABC 26,085 A8,577 262 8,626 

173d AHC 31,722 58,730 53 8,712 

205th ASHC 
1 

11,902 36,210 19,£88 3,820 

213th ASHC 15,357 57,730 ^5,613 3,646 

BN HQ 636 558 6 230 

11th AB(C) 85,702 201,805 65,222 25,034 
1 

UNIT 
AIRCRAI 

CBT DAM   CI 3T LOSS 
ENEMY 

KIA 
STRUCTURES 
DAM     DEST 

SAItfANS 
DAM   DEST RECOVERIES 

128th AHC 13 3 32 0           3 0 0 0         j 

173d AHC 17 3 9 £           1 0 Ü 0      i 

205th ASHC 3 0 0 0           0 0 0 101        ! 

213th ASHC 5 0 0 0           0 0 0 106         | 

BN HQ 0 0 2 0           0 0 0 0         i 

11th AB(C) 38 6 43 2           k 0 0 207      j 

Inclosure 4 
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llTIi AVIATION aiTTALIOS (COKBAT) 
A!jm;moH FXPOWD 

FOR THE PERIOD 1 MAY 1-l'69 THRCWGH 31 JUIY 1969 

UNIT 7.62 mm 40 mm 2.75 FFAR     i 

128th AHC 278,551 19,190 4,395 

373d AHC 707,050 5,540 3,051 

20t>th ASHC 4.850 0 0 

, 213th ASHC 7,360 0 0 

PN HQ 1,140 0 0 

11th AB (C) 

III IIIM 1                                                                   II                     1 

998,951 24,730 7,446 

Inclosure 5 
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11TH u'/LiTION L.r:.\LIGN ^.UU^ai.T) 
AIRCRAFT R'.INTEM'.IICL STATISTICAL SIMttRY 

FCR THE FLKIOD 1 KX 1969 THROUGH 31 JULJf 1969 

TYPE AIRCRAPf MuY JU1IE •JUIY TOTikL 
HOURS FLOWN 

UH-1D/C 1005 1210 1180 3395 
UH-1D 2923 2967 2697 8587 
UH-1H 1630 1594 1681 4905 
CH-A7A 1057 1238 1302 3597 
CH-A7C 1192 1230 

Available it) 

1219 3641 

UH-1B/C 33.5 85.5 89.8 86.3 
ÜH-1D 90.6 91.1 90.8 90.7 
Uil-1H 75.6 84.5 92.2 84.1 
CH-47A 86.3 85.8 85.2 85.7 
CH-47C 78.2 74.3 

EUM (%) 

30.4 #77.6 

UH-1B/C 16.3 14.5 9.3 13.4 
UH-1D 9 .A 8.9 C.9 9.2 
UH-1H 24.4 15.5 7.1 15.6 
CH-47A 13.7 14.2 14.8 14.2 
CH-47C 12.1 12.0 

EDP (%) 

4.5 9.5 

UH-lß/C 0.2 0.0 0.9 0.3 
UH-1D 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.1 
UH-1H 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.2 
CH-47A 0.0 0.0 0.0 O.C 
CH-47C 9.7 13.7 15.1 12.8 

-■NOTE'    The sum of percentages aoes not equal 100^ in some instanco:: 
due to roundinf off in computation. 
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Operational   Report   -  Lessons  Learned,   HQ,   11th Aviation  Battalion 

ExpertLMices   ^l   unjl   ciiKaged   in   coiinterlnsurg,em:^oper.it u;ns.   1   May  69   to   31   July 6(< 
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CO,   11th Aviation   Battalion V 

s    *r no« T  c.* TC 

13 August   1969 
»« Nil 
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N/A 
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II     9iJPPL CMEN 1 AN V   NOTCS 

N/A 

It      »BMH»c: 

DD 1?r..t473 

f«.    TOTAL    NO     O«    ^*C»Ä 

^Ä. 
ONir.iNATCin-S  »IPO' 

/h    NO    or   HF FS 

693135 

»ft   "TMiR «[•■')«. Nocil tAnr otfiar mMit^ra Wa 
t/l/a raporn *y h* «■..,.«. 
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