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AVBK-AC

SUBJECT:

Operational Report-Lessons Learned of the 3d Bde, 824

Abn Div for period 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969.

1JC)Section 1, Operational Significant Activities

a. () Command.

Command Position

CG

Deputy CO

X0
X0

s-1
s-1
s-2
s-2
s-3
5-3
8-4
s-S
co,
co,
co,
co,
co,
co,
co,
co,
co,
co,
co,
co,
co,
co,
co,

1-505 Inf
1-505 Inf
2-505 Inf
2-505 Inf

1. 508 Inf
2/231 Arty

82d Spt Bn

82d Spt Bn

82d Spt Bn
C/307 Engr

518 MID

Trp B/1-17 CAV
Trp B/1-17 CAV
58th Sig Co

Co 0, 75th Inf
(Ranger)

Name

Dickerson, George W
Smith, Albert C Jr
Kennan, Albert C Jr
Foss, Peter J
Rawlings, Earl D.
Owens, Sammy L
Davis, Roy J
Gorder, Charles &%
Foss, Peter J
Lawrence, Paul §
Brandl, Joseph W
Planche, Joseph
Thomas, Grace G Jr
Zamparelli, Alfred A
Irons, James V
Keenan, Albert C Jr
Lunsfcrd, Psul R
Martin, John R
Zamparelli, Alfred A
Williams, Bruce H
Wallis, Charles R
Allan, Jon A
Kilday, John D
Deiineke, Rae W
May, Stephen A
Shimortori, Gene N
Donald, Peter *

Grade From

BG 17 Dec 68 Present
CcOoL 14 Feb 69 Present
LTC -25 Apr 69 14 Jun 69
LTC 15 Jun 69 Present
MAJ 5 Jun 69 26 Jun 69
MAJ 27 Jun 69 Present
MAJ 6 Jul 68 24 Jun 69
MAJ 25 Jun 69 Present
LTC 24 Apr 69 16 Jun 69
LTC 16 Jun 69 Present
MAJ 7 Feb 69 Present
MAJ 30 Oct 68 Present
L1C 19 Nov 68 14 Jun 69
LTC 146 Jun 69 Present
LTC 19 Oct 68 16 Jun 69
L1C 16 Jun 69 Present
L7C 24 Apr 69 Present
LTC 22 Aug 69 Present
L1C 14 Dec 68 14 Jun 69
LTC 14 Jun 69 25 Jul 69
LIC 25 Jul 69 Present
CPT 6 Mar §9 Present
MAJ 28 Sep 683 Present
CPT 28 Nov 68 28 May 69
cPT 29 May §9 Present
CPT 20 Jan 69 Present
CPT 1 Mar 69 Present
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
000 DI 5200.30
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AVEK-AC .
SUBJECT: Operationsl Report-leer nns learned of 3d Bde, 82d4 Abn Div S0

for period 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969. (U)

b. (C) Personnel, Heaith, Morale, Safety, and Discipline

(1) Detailed information relating to S-1 activities are as fol ws:
(a) (C) Strength as of 31 July 1969:

UNIT AUTH ASG PREGENT FOR DUTY
1/505 Inf 920 351 8oy A
2/505 Inf 920 887 8Lk
1/508 Inf 920 879 836
2/321 Arty 526 513 Ls8
g‘;g Spt Bn 563 #5658 A2

3d Bde 203 #2301 282
B/1-17 Cav 201 199 190
Co C 307th Eng 165 200 196
58th Sig 102 128 122
518th MID L8 "= 61 83
52d Chem S 7 7 c
LSth PIO S I L . —_—
g?th .;;out Dog %8 33 33 CITE

0 O 75th Rngr 1
m.o.o.-o..lo h“r l‘% ‘5%- .r_' s

# The large overage in Support Command and part of the Headquarters Campany .
was experiented because of the large number of assignments of soft skill MS per-
sonnel during the month of July.

#% Overage of HHC 3d, Bde, 56th Sig and MI are of operational necessity because
the Brigade is presently operating two Headquarters: the Headquarters forward at T AR
Carp Red Ball and another Headquarters at . hu lLoi respcnsible for post operationsa.
(b) (U) R&R utilisation for the three month period is as follows:

INITIAL STANDBY CANCELLATIONS .

ALLOCATIONS  AND AND NUMBER  ALLOCATIONS R
COUNTRY RECEIVED REALLGCATIONS TURNBACKS NO-SHOW  USED
HAWAIT 305 12 63 S 249
SIDNEY - 205 6 16 5 195 -
BANKDK 228 L 68 7 151
SINGAPORE 93 2 38 2 27 i sl
HONG KONG 157 0 ™ 9 76
T0XYO 68 L U 5 sy
TAIPEI 105 2 Al 3 53
KUALA LUMPUR 12 0 6 0 L S
MANILA 2 : 0 1 ==
TS i, i &
0 L v g 4 e T
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AVEK-AC ‘

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 3d Bde, 82d Abn Div

the

for period 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969. (U)

(c) (U) Postal Activities for May, June and July:

a. Total amount of mail received: 6,430
b. Total amount of ma{l dispatched: 2,164
c. Total money orders purchased: $529,852.60
d. Total money orders cashed: 40,136.36

(d) (C) Total awards processed and approved in May, Jun and July:

Purple Heart .ceceveecccconcescccacnsess 224
Army Commendation sesececesscenscseess 1,014
Alr Medal cvvveecvsescreccccssccrencsass 304
Bronze St&r ceecccccosccccsssancesassses 740
Silver Star ccvceeccvscscccscncccssaccasses &4
Soldiers Medal ..cecoevseccvcocncssocccsces 9
Legion of Merit .ccvoveccccetcsssscsnscnes I
TOTAL 2 000000 000 0000 SRS B OO HOOEO POeO e 2'298

(e) (C) Casualties suffered by the Brigade during May, June and July:

KHA 00 006000000008 0000603 020 0060000060600 000000808 32
m 90086000000 000000000000ac0000RRSERISIDS 178
NOl'l B.ttle De.ths 9000080000000 000000000 3
NOll B.ttle Injurie’ AR N NN NENRNNENNENENENIN] l‘l
mTAL 9000000000000 00000800CCOORGRSIOIOONOROIOONTRTS 25‘0

(£) (U) Red Cross services during the past quarter: Records indicate
following types of requests for the period 1 May 1969 thru 31 July 1969:

a. Emergency leaves or extensions ...... 108
b. Discharges or government benefits .... 16
c. Reporting to assist CO scevcecscencesee 0
d. Reporting for service members .es.co.. 82
e. Reporting for families .ccccevescssss 152
f. Personal problems .eieecsecccccccosese 59

(g) (U) Chaplain's activities for May, June and July:

8. Services seseveccvscvcoscccccsscseses 508
b. Attendance c.cesecesescscccocsass 13,571
c. Hospital visits ..covecsveccoccnsses 157
d. Counselling ...ceceeseeecraccessces 1,031

g
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'vionnl Report-Lessons Lsarned cf 3d Bde, 82d Abn Div for period
y 1969 to 31 July 1969.

(k) (é) Msdical: Medical services provided the brigade a1 attached units

are outlined below:

1. Statistical data:

URL

85
31
29
145

MONTH PATIENTS EXAMINED **;.ATIENTS IN HOLDING
May 2024 VR 100
June 1369 134
July 1039 89
TOTAL 4432 323

2. Significant Diseases Treated (Cases Treated)

FOOT

MONTH FUD MALARIA INTESTINAL VD DYSENTERY IRHA  PROBLEMS
May 60 2 6 85 42 72 93
June 55 10 4 31 110 5 73
Jly 32 _4 2 » & 3 e
TOTAL 147 16 12 140 217 80 223

3. Dental Patients Treated:

MONTH CASES
May 440
June 474
July 270
TOTAL 1,184

4. Brigade health status:

appears to remain at satisfactory levels.
diseases. Due to change in weather -and the adverse envirommental conditions

in one of the new Area of Operations (Pineapple) during this quarter, there

The general health status of the Brigade

has been an increase in skin problems, foot diseases, URI and dysentery.
Unit Commanders can best help prevent any great loss of man hours by

encouraging increased stimulation of individual efforts towsrd personal care -

and hygiene to include dry clothes, extra socks and clean dry boots.

b

There have been increases in some

i
P e
SKIN DX
120
97 s oeve
13 2y
292 o
\ o
—ra
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- conFipENT

SUBJECYs Operstional Report-lessons Learned of “ii. 3d Wrdo, 82d Aln O3y
for the period 1 May 1969 to 31 July L.57. (V) :

o. DNELIOCE

(1) (6) Operstiem Tvanm Thang Phase YII continuad through July with the
3d Bde, 82d Atn'Div remaining in the Saigen area of the III Corps Tactical
Zone. Durirg the period several contacts with up to platoon site elements
resulted in 267 VC KIA, 10 YC PW, 34 NVA KIA, and 2 NVA FV,

(2) (C) During the period 1 Exy through Il July enexmy activity was
characterised by low leval incidents. 122mm rockets were fired inte tle Brigade
30 from locations outisde ths AD on five occasions during the reportlig
period, Tan Son Nimt was the target on ihree occesions. It was hit «r cnly
aw oocasion snd no casualties er damsge resulted, Rockets were fired trom
omfirmed locations lacatiens within the Brigade A0 on two occasione, In both

was

osses the
Bockst attacks on Tan Son Fhut have been mede ineffective by an aggretsiiu
and H and I fires on logietical rcckot
r&mum within the 40, Other targets fired on from cuteide the Prigads
Quang Trung Treining Ceater and Moc Mon (D) Gia Dinh (P) Headquarters.
sativity remained very low durirg the
incidents incressed sharply with the assumption on 15 June
m in the Pinegpple region soutiest of Saigon, During the perivd Tram
June to 31 July, elments of the Rrigads encountered 15§ uvioby treps with
16 or 138 of these causing casualtiss. During the previous AS dsy pericd in the
same area, another U.3, unit had suffered casualties from 185 of the booby trspe

|
§
|
|

)
|
%

Reognnaissance activity rose and fell as the snemy atiempted to
prepere far his, so far abortive, sumier offersive, sance achivities
reached minor peaks near the end of May and erd of June dut ended sbruptly in

the early part of the suooeding momth,

(3) (C) During the psricd, contacts with groups of more than two or three
on the enexy was maintained

|
]
5
|

integrated radar and senser network ecntimied to limit enemy movemsnt within or
pear the area of operations. Intelligence availalls indicates that although

CONFIDENTIAL sumensiN
= .

s -———



ATEE~4C - CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: Operaticnal Report-lessons learned of the 3d Bde, §2d idtn Div
for the periocd Mey 1 to 31 July 1969, (U)

R 2

.3
308th Bn
267 Bn

D 12 Sgpper Bn

- Jp——

COSVN
3B VC/NVA Div

(L)

(8) (C) During the reporting period five significant caches wire dis-
comred by US troops. Cne comsisting of 106 RG=2 rounds, 114 75sa RR roinds
and 90 pounds of TNT was discovsred during land clearing operations. Anorber
cachs of caliber .51 ammmnition was found a short djestance away by the security
force for the land clearing cperations. Two differents caches of grenadss and
explosives w=re discovered by US forces in *Pineappls® plantation during
the detailed searches conducted there. 4 unteer infcrmant led U3 4roops
to 19 rounds of 82mm mortar and small arms ammoe 4 Hol Chanh
led RVAF forces to a medium sise cache of omall arms ame 75am RR smsunition.
Osnerally, enemy cache sctivities remained at 2 fairly low lewel during the
period. PMost caches had been in place four to six mcnths at the time of dis-
covery. The most recent cache discoveriss, however, have been recently emplaced,
indiosting renewed attempts to establish forward caches which had been seriously
depleted by US and allied foroces.

(d) (C) SLAR, Red Hase, Firefly, and Sniffer missions have again been em-
ployed extensively with results similar to the last two reporting periods.
Oround radar employed in conjunction with Dufflebag sensor devices have been
quite successful in detecting enesy movemsnt to and from ihe 40, Mywgant at
night within the 40 has continued to declins. It appears thay naght mowement
into or cut of the A0 by groups larger than 3=5 persornel has virtually been
eliminated. Ons problem vhich still remains is stopping daylight infiltration
along major LOC's leading into the Salgon area. This is a job whinh can dest
be done by Vietnamese civil and militery authorities at their comrol points,

(¢) (C) Ranger Teams from Co "0° (Ranger), 75th Infantry, have operated
contimuously with the battalions both within and outside the Brigade AO. During
the period they accounted for six enemy KIA, provided valuable unit identifica-
tions, snd confirmed that the enexy normally operates in groups of one to thiee
pecsornel vhen in or near the Brigade 40,

g
*  CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVBK-AC
SUBJEui: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of the 3d Bde, 82d
Abn Div for period 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969. (U)

(e) (C) In summary, the euemy has abandoned Saigon as an attainable
military target. Major elsments of main and local force elements have con-
tinued to skirt the Brigade AO, and locsl guerrilla units and VCI have con-
tinued to lose both influence and personnel to the GVN and US Forces in the
area.

(5) (C) Recapitulation of enemy losses.
Panecpe) vithin 40 Qutaide 40
%S KIs (BC) us p L
v W ] 2
NVA KIA (BC) 2 3
WA P, 2
Yoopgne
Individual » 9
Orov-qerved 6
Small Arws Rownds 15,086 koo
Orew-derved Romds e 7
Boginte
B=U/B-Id n
122m b §

107
Eisg
Téam Rounds 12k

7.
CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

AVBK-AC

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 3d Bde, 82d Abn
-Div for period 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969, (V)

d. OPERATION, PLANG, AND TRAINING

(1) (C) During the reporting period no .perations orders werse published.
OPORD 6-68 (Toan Thang Phase III) currently in effect was amplified by pub-
licetion of FRACO 26 through 42.

(2) (C) During the reporting period six (6) operations plans were pub-
1ished which provided for the reinforcement and defense of critical instal-
lations {n the Saigon srea.

(a) OPLAN 20-69 (SHORTSTOP) to defend AO Park in S5th Ranger area.
(b) OPLAN 21-69 (MARCONI) to defend or reinforce Phu Lau Signal Site.
(c) OPLAN 22-69 (CANNON BALL) to defend or reinforce F3B Copperhead.

(d) OPLAN 23-65 (JAY HAWK) to defend or reinforce Saigon Port and US
installations within the Port Area,

(e) OPLAN 24-69 (PENCILS) to reinforce or defend Camp Davies.
(f) OPLAN 25-69 (CUSHER) to reinforce or defend the Nha Be POL Farm.

(3) (C) During the reporting period the Brigade continued pacificstion,
security, and counter rocket/mortur operations in i¢s assigned AO north and
west of Saigon. Great emphasis was again put on night operations. The lst
Battalion, 508th Infantry operated in the Ho Bo Woods area for 24 days under
the operationsl control of the US 25th Infantry Division. In June, a shift
in the location of the 199th Light Infantry Brigade greatly expanded the
3/82's AO to include the area southwest of Saigon known as the Pineapple.
Battalion AO's were expanded to cover the sdditional terrain. Each battalion
was rotated into the Pineapple to operate there f.r a period of twenty to
thirty days. This rotation was made necessary by the nature of the terrain
in' the area.

Operations in the Brigade AO were, for the most part, company sise or
smaller. -They were characteriszed by daylight searches and reconnaissance
and night ambushes along trails end weterways. Maximum use was msde of water-
craft to patrol stresas and canals and to insert ambushes. Airmobile "Popper"
aissions were employed whenever the raquired air assets were availsble. Each
battalion participated in a number of combined operations with both ARVN Army
units and RF and PF units. The number and frequency cf combined operations
increased during the latter part of the reporting period.

Details of operations conducted by elements of the Brigade are as follows:

10
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SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lesscns Lesinad cf the 3d Bde, 824 Abn a=
Div for period 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969, (V)

(a) 1lst Bactelton, 505ch Infantry _
1. Operation TOAN THANG Phase iII.
8. 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969.

b. The mission of the Battalion was to initiate combat operations west
of Saigon i{n order to locate, capture, or destroy enemy personnel or equip-
ment with particular emphasis on areas that might be used to launch rocket/
mortar sttacks on Saigon from within the CMAC AO. The mission also included
preventing enemy infiltration, interdicting enemy movement, and identifying
and eliminating VC {nfrastructure.

<o Location: 1 May 69 to 23 May 69-Gia Dinh Province (Sheet 6330 1)

23 May 69 to 7 July 69-Gis Dinh Province (Sheet 6330 1V)
Hau Nghia Province

. (Sheet 6330 1Iv)

7 July 69 to 31 July 69- Long An Province (Sheets 6230 I, 6330 III) )
Hau Nghia Province )

(Sheets 6230 I, 6330 1V)
d. Commander: LIC Grace G. Thomas Jr. - 1 May 1969 to 14 June 1969.
LTC Alfred A. Zamparelli 14 June 1969 to 31 July 1969.

&. Forces Involved:
(1) US Forces: US Navy - 7 July 1969 to 31 July 1969.

(2) Other Forces: RF/PF Porces in each district. 53d RF Bn in Gia .,_,.—,
Dinh Province (1-23 May 1969)

£. Concept of Operation:

(1) During the period 1 May 1969 to 7 July 1969 the buttalion operated
out of FB All American (X2745005). Standard procedure wes to have one rifle
company securing FB All American while three rifle companies operated in the .
battalion AO. Company E secured the Cau Bond Bridge (XT682020) and conducted
waterborne operations along the Hoc Mon Canal using engineer assaulc boats,
airboats and Keener ski barges. Daily operations were platoon size searches,
eagle flights, and sesrches conducted with RF/PF forces. Extansive ambushes
snd roving patrols were employed to stop night enemy movement and prevent
the rocketing of targets from within the AO,

/N
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AVBK-AC

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of the 3d Bde, 82d Abn
Div for the period i May 1969 to 31 July 1969. (U)

(2) During the period 7 July 1969 to 31 July 1969 the battalion op-
erated out of FB Chris (XS634750). E Company secured the battalion CP so
that all four companies could operate in the field. A rotation system was
established so that the companies spent nine (9) days in the field in the
Pineapple Area and then they rotated for three (3) days to FB Barbara and
FB Kathy where they conducted waterway and canal denial operations. The
companies were spread along the Vam Co Dong River in the western half of
the AO from FB Barbara (XS575856) to Ben Luc (XS625765). Dally operations
included company size combat assaults, platoon size searches, platoon size
"Popper" missions and platoon size RIFs. Extensive use of airmobile opera-
tions (Popper Missions) was employed in the eastern nalf of the AO where it
was too wet to maintain troops for any length of time. Each company employed
an average of 7-8 ambushes per night to prevent enemy movement through the
AO, In addition to securing the battalion CP, E Company conducted daily
combined operations with the US Navy. Both joint ground and airmobile op-
erations were conducted with the RF/PF Forces.

2. Tactics and Techniques: The following Tactics and Techniques were em-
ployed during the period 1 May 1969 - 31 July 1969.

a. Platoon Size Searches: Operations larger than platoon size in this AO
had proved to be fruitless because of the advance warnirg given by large num-
bers of troops. Platoon or smaller size elerents were given areas to conduct
a detail search. The searchers used probing rods, mine detectors and physically
searched canal banks and streamlines.

~
b. Popper Missions: Popper missions are eagle flights conducted against
hard intelligence. Sriffer missions, agent reports, sightings by aerial
observers and radar targets were used to select likely targets for the popper
missions. The techniques employed with popper missions was to use two platoons
per company. Generally only the light half of the airmobile company (3 slicks)
was available and consequently 18 men participated per platoon. The company
commander was picked up in the Command and Control Ship before the slicks
picked up the troops. An LZ was identified and only gunship LZ prepara-
tions were utilized. Once the first element was inserted, the company com-
mander directed the troops on the ground while the slicks were enroute to
pick up the second platoon. Once the second platoon was airborne, a second
LZ was identified, often several kilometers from the first LZ, and the troops
inserted irto it. The slicks were sent to refuel and shut down at a near-
by airfield, usually Duc Hoa (X55996) or Tan An (XS5565). Troops were general-
ly given 3C-4% ainutes on the ground before they were extracted and inserted
into a new LZ. Short intensive search of a likely target, then extraction
to another selected target if no contact was made.

/A
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVEX-AC

SUBJICT: Operational Repcrt-lessons lesrned of the 3d Bde, 82d Aln
Div for period 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969. (U)

¢o False Inserticns and Then ixtractions: Inm order to deceive the enemy
as to the exsot troop disposition false insertions and extractions were fre-
quently conducted. Zalse insertiors were used late in the evening vhan elements
were being inserted near their ambrish sites. %hree of four touchduwm points
were employed with the troops actually exiting the ailrcraft at any ane of the
touchdown peints. False extrections were were used in conjunction with popper
missions, The troops were inserted into their final LI about 1615 hours and
allowed to remain on the ground about 30-45 minutes. When it came time for
the extraction, the slicks returned to the company CP where they picked up
three to four individeals per ship. These individuals either laid on the
floor or sat direculy bshind the pilot and co-pilot s0 that they could not
be seens as the helicopters landed. Onoe the helicopters had landed, the
passangers raisad uwp cr slid to the rear so that they oould be seen as ths

belicopters took of2.

d. CS Munitiens: Because the VC use the thick nipa palm throughout the
40 to hide, it was found necessary to employ some wespon to pull them out of
these areas. CS mmnitions wers dropped out of a helicopter. The munitions
wre not suscessful tecauss of the large percentage duds and because the area
they covered was insufficient.

3. Truining: EKach wnit in the battaliam conducted all the required train-
ing e.g. command imformation, cherscter guidance, first aid, etc. In aadi-
tien all the uwnits oonducted the following treiming:s Counter-sapper techmiques,
river crosiing, booty traps, swimming, snd water safety. Seven members of
the battalion also attended suiper school established by the Brigade and by

the 9th Infantry Division,
(b) 24 Battaliom, 505th Iofantry

GERMRAL: During the perlod 1 May 1969 to 31 July 199 the 24 Battalion
(Abn) SOSth Infantry comtinued its mission of interdicting enexy infiltrs-
tion routes tv the Saigon ares, and denial of suspect and kmown rocket launch-
ing sites, assembly aress and caches, Operations within the A0 were typified
by recomnaissance in force (RIF). detailed area searches, night ambushes, ajr-
mobile cambat asssults, use of ssro-rifle platoons, waterborne patrols, snstoh
operstiems, and village cordon and searched, Jefensive missicne for the re-
perting period were limited to security of Hoc Mon Bridge (IT712072), the
Surveillance Cperstions Center Fire Base Copperhead (XT805025), and at timss,

Fire Base A1l Americsn (XT7UGEB) and the Box Bridge (I3783967)
3+ DSTAIL AREA SEARCHES AND RECOIOAISSANCE IN FORCK.

8 1My 1969 - 31 July 1969
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e CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECTs Operstienal Reportelesecns lsarned of 3d Bde, 824 Abn
Div for pericd 1 My 1969 te 11 July 1969, (@)

be Ccnduct detail searcdes to looste and cspture or destroy enemy
caches, and or ssssmbly, lager areas.

cs AO0s Destver, Chute gnd Snoopy located in Oia Dinh, Binh Duoxg
and Han Nghia Provinoe.

d. LG Irens (to 15 Jene) - LIC Keenm (16 Jume to 31 July)

8¢ 4, B, C and D Comanies and Reocnnaissance Platecm 2-505, Tie
following companiss were unier cperaticnal control of the Battalimm during
portione of the period and did participate in day searches ard RIFs;
C/4=12, D/h-12, 7 199 LIB, anf C/2-14 25th Divisian.

f. Concept of Operatioms: Al} Infantry Combat elsments of the Bat-
talion conducted ssarches wd RIFs on & basis, Oenarally, each rifle
copany oonduoted twe platoon sise ons daily, The specific areas
seapched ware systematiocally selsoted to insure that the entire battalioea
area of operatien was covered. All availabls intelligence data wes con-
sidored pricr to targeting an ares for scarch or reconnaissance. Special
enphasis weas placed on thorowgh searching of canal and streams,

2. FIN? ANHOSHES:
£ 1Ny 1969 to 31 July 1969

aovemsat and cever known and swspect rocket launching sites.

¢  A40s Denver, Ctute, Snecpy Previnses of Oie Dinh, Binh Ducng, and

10 Irens (waidl 15 Jwne) UG Keemen (16 Jwne to 11 July)

¢  Foroess

(1) 4 rifle compamy and recennaissance platocs 2-505, OPCON compemies
mntioned in paregreph 24, adewy,

(2) During the seocnd half of Jwme and the month of Sy
som Jimited perticipations by popular and regl forces took place. The
whowdthmtmnudmum“
on & given night seldom exeeeded three squads,

. F
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBK-AC

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 3d Bde, 82d Abn
Div for period 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969. (U)

f. Concept of Operations: Each rifle company normally conducted 4 to
6 platoon size ambushes per night. These were generally point ambushes of
opportunity with the mission of destrcying the enemy. Ambush locations were
recommended by the Company Commander. Coverage of known and suspected routes
of movement, both land and waterway, rocket launch sites, cache sites, and
all avaflable intelligence, were considered when selecting ambush locations.
Standard patrolling and ambush techniques were used. Emphasis was placed
on having alternate means of communication and use of night observation
devices. Frequently, infantry ambushes were employed in conjunction with
mechanized and riverine patrols and ambushes.

3 AIRMOBILE OPERATIONS: Throughout the reporting period the Battalion
mede exhaustive use of all airmobile assets. During the last month and a half
of the period, the battalion received a portion of the airmobile gompany
ts ce due to other priority brigade operations.

a Reference 2-503 FRAGO 2-69 (GUESS WHAT) Map, Saigon 1/50,000
Sheet 6330 1V

(1) 13-16 May 1969

(2) Missions: Heliborne assault by one rifle company into AN SON (Center
of mass XT815095). RIF and search to north destroying all bunkers, tunnels,
and boaby traps.

(3) Binh Duong Province
(4) LTC Irons

(5) Forces involved: C/2-505, Recon 2-505, 1 PLAT D/2-505, 28th RAG,
C/307th Engineers.

(6) Concept of Operations: 1 Rifle company combat assault and sweep to
north. 1 rifle platoon and recon platoon block to north and east. RAG
boats screen western flank along Saigon River.

b Reference FRAGO 4-69 (BLACK SWAN) Map, Saigon 1/50,000 Sheet 6330 IV

(1) 2-3 June 1969

(2) Mission: 1 rifle company combat assault into AN SON COM (XT815096),
sweep to NE destroying bunkers and tunnels during advance.

(3) BINH Duong Province

(4) LIC Irons
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBK-AC

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of the 3d Bde, 82d Abn
Div for period 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969, (U)

(5) Forces: Companies A, B, C 2-505, Recon 2-505, 26th RAG, 3-17
Cavalry, 167, 265, 794 R.F. Companies.

(6) Concept of Operations: 1 US rifle company conduct heliborne
assault into AN SON, sweep SW destroying bunkers and tunnels enroute. 1
US company make beach landing and establish blocking force. 3 R.F. com-
panies block to east, RAG blockade Saigon River. 1 US company screen on
west bank of Saigon River. Recon 2-505 reaction force, artillery prep and
multiple TAC Air Strikes prior to insertion. Results were: 31 VC KI\, 4
POW's, 1 Chieu Hoil, 3 B-40 rockets, 1 RPG-2 launcher, 3 K54 pistols, 6 AK-47s,
1 .45 pistol captured.

¢ Reference FRAGO 9-69 (COLD STEEL) Map, Saigon 1/50,000 Sheet 6330 IV

(1) 28-29 June 1969

(2) Mission: 2 Companies inserted by helicopter, AN PHU DONG COM
(XT870005), RIF to west destroying bunkers and tunnels, locate possible
enemy assembly areas and caches.

(3) GIA DINH
(4) LTC Keenan

(5) Forces: Companies A, D, 2-505, Recon 2-505, 1 platoon 3-17
Cavalry, 128th Assault Helicopter Compa:y, National Police Contingent,
PSYOPS Team, 2 squads C-307th Engineers, 2 Scout Dog Teams, 1 Company
ARVN Rangers and 1 PF Company.

(6; Concept of Operations: 2 US rifle companies inserted by heli-
copter, RIF to west with 1 company Rangers and 1 company PF blocking to
west, RAG boats blocking on river. Rifle companies leave stay be-
hind ambushes. Recon platoon inserted at nightfall by boat to establish

ambushes.
&  SNATCH OPERATIONS: v

a  The 2-505th Infantry participated in six snatch operations during
the reporting period.

b The total results of these operations were; 6 VC KIA, 1 PW, 37
detainees, 1 RFG-2 launcher CIA, 2 AK-47 CIA, and 1 AK-47 magazine CIA.

3 VILLAGE CORDON AND SEARCHES:

a  Reference FRAGO 2-69 (GUESS WHO), Map, Seigon 1/50,000, Sheet 6330 1IV.
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVBK-AC
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessuns Learned of 3d Bde, 82d Abn
Div for period 1 May %o 31 July 1969. (U)
1. 9-11 May 1969

Mission: Cordon and Search of Village Tan Thanh Dong (XT753114)

I
.

[ 15
.

BINH DUONG Province.

fe

« LTC Irons

5. Forces: A/2-505, R/2-505, Recon 2-505, C/4-12/199, D/4-12/199,
1 platoon C/307th Engineer, CRIP 2/34 Armor, A/2-34 Armor (-), 1 B/17 Cav-
alry, 3 IPW Teams 518 MID, 82d M,P. Squad, HV Mortar platoon, 1 USAF Flare-
ship, 1 PSYOPS Afrcraft, 1 PSYOPS Field Team. Vietnamese forces: National
Police Contingent, 168, 312, 774 RF Companies from Binh Duong Province.

6. Concept of Operations: Establish cordon around 3 separate ham-
lets with RF establishing ini .rnal cordon. Armor and Cavalry occupy
screening positions. 1 US rifle platoon, CRIP, 307th Engineer and 3 RF
platoons and National Police conduct search of village. Screen entire
population utilizing 3d Bde CHIC (Combined Holding Interrogation Center).

Reference FRAGO 8-69 (BAYONET) Map, Saigon 1/50,000 Sheet 6330 1V

lo

1 26 June 1969

2 Mission: Establish a cordon around BINH MY Hamlet, COM (XT804134),
block roads, conduct snatch and search operations in village.

3 BINH 'IONG Province

4 LTC Keenan

5 Forces: A/2-505, 1 platoon B/2-505, 1 platoon D/2.505 2 Sniper

Teams, Recoun 2-505, 1 squad C/307th Engineer, 4.2 platoon.

6 All cordon elements move to area of cordon by ACAV and truck, move
into posicion on foot. RAG boats screen on Saigon River. Recon platoon
conduct snatch operations, National Police and District Forces assisted by
Engineers, search village.

€ Reference FRAGO 10-69 (COLD DAWN) Map, Saigon 1/50,000 Sheet 6330 IV
1 7-8 July 1969
2 Mission: Conduct RIF through village of TAN THANH DONG, COM

(XT753114)

3 BINH DUONG Province
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SUBJECT: Operational Pe-ort-Lessons Learned of the 3d Bde, 82d ABN DIV e
for the period 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969, (U) o= S =

4 LIC Keenan

3 Forces: A, B 2-505, Recon 2-505, | platoon B/1-17, 2 squads
307th Engineer, 3d Bde CHIC, . RF glatoon, 1 RF company, National Police

Contingent.

6 Concept of Operations: Two US rifle companies conduct CA at dawn,
landing near northern part of village. The first company conducts rapid RIF
from north to south. The second company follows lst company with National
Police conducting detailed house to house search checking ID cards. Cavalry e
platoon established roadblock #nd screen southern portion of village.

Reference FRAGO 5-69 (SACREMENTO BEE) Map, Seigon 1/50,000 Sheet 6330 IV

(-9

1 7-8 June 1969

2 Mission: Hoc Mon District conduct sea of hamlet, COM (XT7500.5),
US Forces provide cordon forces.

~N

3 GIA DINH Province

4 LTC Irons/MAJ Hoa

S Forces: A/2-505 (-), 1 platooa C/2-505, Recon 2-505, 1 platoon
B/1.T7 Cavalry, 1 squad Engineers, 3d Bde CHIC. py

6 US Forces establish cordon dround hamlet enabling Vietnamese Forces
to conduct search., Supervise operation of CHIC.

Reference FRAGO 7-69 (CHARGER II) Map, Sgigon 1/50,000 Sheet 6330 1V

2

1 18-19 June 1969

2 Cordon and search of village COM (XT767127)

3 BINH DUONG Province

4 LTC Keenan -=
3 Forces: e,
(a) 1 platoon A, B/2-505, C/2-505, Recon 2-505, 1 company (-) 2/34 —

Ammor, 1 platoon B/17 Cavalry.

(b) & Pr platoon under control of PINH DUONG Province Chief.
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SUBJKCT: Operstianal Report-Lessoms lsarned of the 3d Bde, 824 Atm ....:...
mvrcmpmumkunmym. 10 - —

] cmcpt of Operations: US Perees establish inf , cavalry,
and armor cordom of hamlet. Establish roadblooks on Rigiwmay GA. Viet-
namese Forpes begin search at first light. US Artillery and 4.2 mortar e

Qlwxination en call,

6, ATRXCAILE "POPPER® MISSIONS: During the period 1 May 1969 te
31 July 19%9, the Bettalion conducted frequent "Popper® misssion. Althowgh
u rifls platema or the reccunaissance platoon often combined with nmationmal
police and 5 of an airmobils company (AMC) for such missions, the aveilability
du.mnnmmma:mqnnuu. To make up for the
reduocell mumber of *papper® operations flown with organic foroes and pormgl
gﬁa‘r;/t;;&ahttﬂ.ln frequantly employed an Aero-Rifls Platoom from
: valry.

g 1Ny 196 - 31 .Juv 1969

8. A0's Denver, Chute, snd Snoepy, in GIA DI, BIE DUONG and
EuU WEIA Provinces.

d.  LIC Ircos (te 15 June) - 130 Ksenea (15 Jwes - 31 July)
g (1) Ons Aero-Rif14 plateea B/3-17 Camalry
(2) Neticnal Palice from the sppropriats Provinoss

ﬂﬁ-.l'i.

i
i
E
i
i
{1
|
:
o

s Uuring the reported period ‘pcppor'wauuuumm
Pnuumcm-: following astes:

My 5,7,11,20,21,22,26,29 and 30.
June 2.3’,.75” &
Ny 2,16
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CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJRCT: Operatiemal Reperi-lossens Learmed of 3d Bde, 82d Atm : ‘ ()
for the paried 1 Nay 1969 te 31 July 1969, (U)

VAYSRBORIE OPERATIONSs Decanse of the many rivers, stresms and canals
wi /5058 30, the Dittalien made extensive use af watercreft and gvailable
Vietnanese (RAG, RF Beats), and the US Mavy (PER) waterberns elemests. This
was especially true shen the memseons makep cress-ceuntry movemsat by feed ine
eressingly difficult, The watereraft were used to mks extensive RI7's and
searshes alomg carals 1.0., RACK TRA CON (XT765068), transpert patrols te the
vicikity of ambush lecatiens; estabtlish blecking and screening ferces feor lamd
eperstiens; watarberne RCP's and establis’: amphibieus ambushes aleag majer water-
wayd i.e., Saigem River, The primeipal ¢ype craft used were RAG, PER, 1LCHM, Ski
Barges and Engimeer Beats,

8. MAJOR ATTACHWENTS/DETACHMENTS DURING REPORTING PERIOD.

Aitachments: 1 May 31 July - 1 Plateea B/1-17 Cavalry
1 May-15 May - C/k-3?, D/L-12, B/3-7, 199th LIB

Detachments 15 Jene<f July - 1 cempany OPCON te 1/508 Infantry in
40 Pimsspple

1May - 31 July - 1 platoon GPCON 2/32]1 Arty as Fire Base
Cepperhead for FB security.

25 May -~ 11 May - 1 pka teem OPCON B/1-17 Cavalry fer Bde

reactien ferce

6 Jy - 31 July - 1 mteen OPCON B/1-17 Cavalry fer Bde
rastion feroe.

2. BUAINIG

g Osuerals All tieiming in the Battaliea was condacted socerding te a
master testing progran. IEmphasis was placed ea fulfilling msadatery trainiag
requirensnts, wespens trainiae, wight firing, cowmnter sapper treining, fam-
111arisation vith night sbesrving devices, first aid, water safaty, persensel
hygisme and physical fitnset. Maimtemance training wes alse conducted on &
regular basis. Sudjects imclwied in the trainiag progrem were;

Physical Comditiening Woapens Jave

Coassand Infermatien Fleld Sexitatien

Civil Affaire Internal Defense (Perimeter Defense)
Charsoter Ouidance Mlitary Justice

Preventien of Heat Injury Veapens, water and Vehisle Safety
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SUBJICT: Operetiensl Repert-lessens Learned of 3d Bde, 824 Adm Div
for peried 1 May 1969 te 31 July 1969, (V)

Seutry Dety Sarna

Cownter Anbash Drill Wot Verther Operatiems

HMght Piring Geneva Comventiem (PW Handling)
Swply Yemmy Armed Perces Conseredip

Code of Contuct Survival, Recape and Bvasien
Nep Readiag

be. Dus te pervennel turnover and s lack of suffiocient seasoned nem-com-
miselensd officers, it was necessery to cendust extensive training in ambush
techniques. The majerity ¢? this training was condusted by the companies
based en doctrisal msterial published by the Battaliom and PBrigads. During
tha peried 15 to 25 May & battalien level mobile training team (MIT) presented
classes en ambushes techniques to each plateon in the Battaliem, Subjects givea
special emphasis inclwded; selection and reconnaissance sites; moving frem
intermediste te final positions, estadlishing local security and early warnimg
precedures, placement of tripflares and claymore mines, basic fermatiens, radio
and pyrotechnic sigaals, and employment of snipere and starlight scopes.

e The Battalion formed a battalion level 81N Nertar Plateca assigued to
Cempany B. The plateca consisted of 31 mem, coe Lisutenant and L, 81MM Mortars.
Training was begun in xid July and by the close of the reporting period the pla-
toen had ettxined a lsvel of preficiency wherein 43 was abls to fire close in.
direst fire for committed units. The training geaerally followed the ATP for o
wspsits platocs in an Infantry Company., The wespons platecn membere wers crosse
treined en the 106 Recoilless Rifle, SOMM Receilless Rifls and Flamsthrow::.

d. Selected members of the Battalion attended the fellowing Brigade and
schools;

(1) Erigade Smiper Sehool

(2) Brigade Keener Ski-Barge Operater Scheel
(3) Brigade Redar Operatiens Scheol (OVY)
(k) 9tk Divisien Saiper Seheol

(S) USATF 1s% Signal Brigade (USASTRATCOM) Radio Operstion Commo (AN/GRC-106)
e. Informal nn-the-jed training {OJT) was carried an continwally in the

Battalien te insure an sdequats number of specislists in such fields as, radio
operstors, drivers, cooks, switchbeard operators, clsrks,etc.
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AVEE.4C - CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: ratienal Bepertalesosns Learned of 34 Bde, 82d Aba Div
?c:mdzwwunmm. )
() (C) 1st Battaliem, 50842 htntry

1. Spumary of the comoept and exssution of operetion during the report-
ing period - See paragreph ha(6)

2. Nap Referances:

4. A0 EERCUIES (2 Nay - 2 May)s Operetiem °Dirty Dovil®, MAPS:
199,000 Sheets Hiew Thien 6231 II and Bea Cat 6331 III,

b. 40 DETROI? (2L Nay - 1k Jwme)s MAIS: 1:50,000 Shee Saizom 6330 IV,

g A0 SVORIFIEK (1S Jwme - 7 July): Operetiom "Wet Zevil®, NAPS: 150,000
Sheels Duo Hea 6330 I, Tan An &230 IT, Saigam 633 IV, Gan Gieue 6330 TII,

d. A0 DETROI? (7 July = 31 July)s MAPS: 1:50,000 Sheet Saigcm 6330 IV,

v Attached as Tabs te this inclesure are everlaye showiag AO's for the
reperting period:

mz-mmm(zm-zklv; )
-SAD B - A0 DEYROYY (24 May - 15 Jm SJSM-'IN) (7 Jal - 31 Jul))wd, HQ DA
B C = 40 SWORDFISE (1S Jmm = 7 Jul . )

ke Comiat Opswsiions.
8. BReporting reried: 1 Nay - 11 July 1969

(1) Date eperatiem started and endeds

(8) 2 Nay 69 - 2k Nay €9 - AD EEROULES (eperstiem Uirty Devil)
(d) 2 Nay - 24 Jmn 69 - AQ IETROI?

(¢) 25 Jun - 7 Jul & - 40 SWORDFISE - 1.508(-) (Operation et Devil)
1S Jm - 7 Jul 69 - A0 DETROI? Task force Dry

(4) 7 M1 69 - 31 Jul 69 - A0 DETROIT
(2) Miseien of 1-505 during the operstiem.

(3) Conduet cesreh and destrey operatiens i A0 NIRCULES

(b) Conduct detail searches and extensive night ambeshes in A0 DETROIY,
(¢) Comiuot dmnial speratiens in 40 SUORIFISH.

(4) Comduct detailed searches and extensive night ambushes in A0 IETROIY,
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AVBL.IC
SURIBCT: Operedd Repert-lesssus learned of 3d Bde, 824 Ada Div
for peried 1 May 1965 te X1 July 1969. (U)

(1) Lecation « Prvvince (See Tabe 4, B, ®nd C)
(a) Nen Nghia, Bizh Duang - A0 HERCULED
(b) Gda Dirh - A0 DETROIT

(c) Hau Nghia, leng An, Oia Dinh - AO SWORDFISE
0ia Dirk - 20 DETROYY

(2) Oia Dizh - A0 DEYROTY
(L) Yame of Comsamder:

(a) IIC Paul R, Zamsferd - 1-500

(2) MA7 Thomas S. Nyerckin - Task Foroe Dry Devil.
(S) Porces involved,

(8) US. Perces:

4 Dévil - 1-508 M OP, 3 rifle
mx.sou‘, zc??co. L-Soohs L% omperies

tion wt Devil - 1-508 B CP, 1 Co OPOON frem 1-505 and 2-505,

2T Ce 1508, KHC () & B(-)/1-500.,
Task Foroe Dry Devil - TF CP. 3 rifle Ce's 1-.500, EEC(-) and B Co (-)/1-508.

1-508 Inf,

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBK-AC

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 3d Bde, 82d Abn Div
for period 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969. (U)

Operations in AO HERCULES were characterized by company RIF's, NDP's,
ambushes on suspected enemy infiltration routes and combat air assaults.

The operation terminatad at 1200 hours, 24 May 69 when responsibility for
the area of operation was reassumed by the 2/25 Inf. On that date the 1-508 (.)
returned to its assigned area of operation i{n the 3rd Bde, 82nd Abn Div area
of operation. Return movement was conducted overland by convoy and by CH-47
helicopter.

Upon return to A0 DETROIT the 1.508 resumed operations in the A0 and security
of FSB HARDCORE (XS754936) and FSB STEPHANIE (XS763906). Operations were character-
ized by detafl searches, extensive night ambushes and joint RIF's and cordon and
search operations with the 53rd RF Bn. The Bn CP was located at FSB HARDCORE.

On 15 Jun 69, the 1-508 Inf assumed responsibility of AO SWORDFISH in addition
to AO DETROIT. The concept of operation was the 1-508(-) to move by air and land
to FSB CLAUDETTE (XS666926), FSB BARBARA (XS575856), and PB KATHY (XS627887) and
commence denial operatfons and stay-behind ambushes fn AO SWORDFISH, a known
enemy cache area and infiltration route. Elements of the 1-508 (-) moved by
UHID helicopter to FSB BARBARA, PB KATHY, and into the AO. The Bn CP and support
elements moved overland by convoy to FSB CLAUDETTE. A Co B/1-508 moved to FSB
BARBARA with 2 platoons operating in the AO, Co c(-il-SOS had security of FSB
CLAUDETTE and PB KATHY, and Co D(-) 2.505 had 2 platoons operating in the AO.
Companies A, C and D/1-508 remained operational in A0 DETROIT under the command
of Task Force Dry Devil. The task force CP was located at FSB HARDCORE.

Operations fn AO SWORDFISH by the 1-508 (-) were characterized by combat
air assaults, airmobile checkpoints, Popper Missions, amphibious insertions and
extractions by River Patrol Boats (PBR) and Ski Barges, stay-behind sampan
ambushes, company and platoon size RIF's. Operations in AO DETROIT by Task
Force Dry Devil consisted of detail searches, extensive night ambushes and com-
bined operations with the 53rd RF Bn.

The operation terminated at 1300 hrs, 7 Jul 69, when responsibility for AO
SWORDFISH was assumed by the 1.505 Inf. On that date the 1-508 (.) returned tu
its assigned area of operation (A0 DETROIT) in the 3rd Bde, 82nd Abn Div area
of operations. Return movement was conducted by UHLD helicopter and overland
convoy. The Bn CP was located st FSB HARDCORE.

Upon being relieved of responsibility for AO SWORDFISH the 1-3508 Inf re-
sumed operations in A0 DETROIT, the operations consisting of detail searches,
extensive night ambushes, and combined operations with the 53rd RF Bn.

3. Tactics and Techniques:

4. Tactics and techniques used in Oneration Dirty Devil Ii AQ HERCULES:

(1) 60mm, 8lmm and 105mm rounds suspended in trees - usually command detonated,
were common VC booby traps employed in the Hobo Wond area.
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AVER-A0

SURIECT: Operetiemal Report-lessons Learned of 34 Bde, 824 Aba Di
' o peried 1 Key 1969 to X Jady 1969, (V) Y

(2) Awmeﬁum,wUNMoanw.-m
trip wire were also cammon to the Hobo Woed avea.

(3) Effestive use of snipers amd shadow techaiques. ¥C vill walk on your
flank and tail yeu,

(k) Couwnter measures employed:
(a) 3-mmm pedmt:
Outs tretl
Caosks greudd and eye level for enexy and boody trepe.
Chesks trees for mipers amd booty trwpe.
() Amplay point 50-150 meters in fromt of plateen, depending en terrain,

s) Perimster almys owept at Gusk ond dawm, Must ecmduot gtand te. Mad
bad 36 prectical value,

(§) Ne79's were maployed as morier from Co CP for B & I,
)] mmu-m-muu.samm.

(8) %60 tripeds and flak jeckets set wp for night isews, broughs im with
w’mwwum ’

(2) Prier te moving eut, D7's were plotted aling route of mreh. Seme
sowmnds were fired in whils moving, that way it mas poseible to have rounds om a
anipew 1B seocnds.

( Do met move through outs in rice paddy dikes wmu
dhf passage of APCle, . umm'm d

o) Poried Jal Devil) - AO DETROIY,
&) ‘& mg(hﬂl = A0 DETROIT,

(1) Mxtemsive might anbushes, 6 » 9 embusbes per rifle oagany.

(2) Detail seareh of gride ar sesticns of grids.

(3) Naximm wtilisation of starlight soopes.

(4) Use of probing reds.

() lNevigsting camals and swaspe with air deats. ‘

(6) Costrined XIF's asd blocking positions with the Regional Perces.
CONFIDENTIAL
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AVEK-AC

SUNTCT: Operatiomal Report-lessens Learned of 3¢ Bde, 82d Abda Div
rcmxmmunmm. (v)

(1) Proper ccordination of night smbushes vith Regional and Popular Forces.
(8) IExtensive small wnit tacties utilised,
(¢) Poriod 1S Jm = 7 Jul &9 = 1-508 (=) = AO SWORDFISH

(1) Units twaveled cross corridor; traveling paralled with hedgesrows and
mmutmmzumnwmmrw-.

(2) Tnsertions and extrections vith River Patrol Boats (PER), Ski Barges,
and sampans,

(3) Maximom use of airmotile companies for relocation ef trocps, Popper
Missions, and airmodile checkpoints,

(L) Dus to the inundsted nsture of theterrein, movemsat everland was only
2000 meters per day.

(S) Troops were ia wmater most of the tims. Time during daylight hours
was alleted for drying out.

(6) 7o save blade and flight time all resupply wes lifted from F°T at FSB
Claudette,

(1) k":mu.wmmuwmummu

(8) Check the banks and the beds of canals, YC YC usually used them fer
hiding caches.

(6) Training (Note: #indicates msndatory training)s
(a) Prigade or higher headquartere training condusted during the reperting

W‘ i~

(1) Sniper Training - 9th Inf Div (3 personnel) July 69.
(2) Night firing of X-15 with starlight ecope - 3/82 (10 personnel) Jume 69,
(g 41ir boat and Ski Barge opersting and mintensnce - 3/82 (10 perscmmel)

(&) Generator operstor and mechandc oourse - 3/82, May 69,
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K&



CONFIDENTIAL

ST <11 Operatienal Repert-lessans learmed of 34 Bde, 82d Adn Div
fer peried 1 May 1969 teo 31 July 2964. (U) :

(b.) Cospany and Battalien taught subjects during the period 1 May-3l July 1969,
#(}) Comend Informtien (Subjects),

o(S) Weepens Firing (Zere and Milisrisation),

(6) Tenmel Teams,

#(7) Safeguarding Defense Informatiom,

#(8) Civil Affairs.

%(9) CM Refresher - Rict Contrel Masks,

(10) Counter Sspper Training.

(23) Mghty Mite, Flans Thrower, K8 CS Leuncher.

(c) Compepy snd Battaliem taught training during pericd 1 é\m - 30 Jwm &9
(1) Cemmnd Infermtica (Subject).
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SUBJECT:
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CONFIDENTIAL

Operaticnal Report-lessoms learned of 34 Bde, 824 Adm Div
for peried 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969, (U)

Defense against Enamy Propeganda,
Internationsl Communism,
Aggression frca the Korth,
Bue Print for Agpession,
Serving Your Countzy Overseas.
History of South Vietman,

How to get wur Trophies Homw.
Protect Your Health,

The Red Cress.

Beros of Vietmnm.

The Constitution of Vietnam,
Deadly Games.

Warrant Officer Program.

Me? Ambassador,

Minority Oroups.

Your Reserve Obligatien,

Charecter Guidance (Subject).

Right.
Clsan Spesech,.

Weapoms Miring (Zere and Familiarisatiem).
Arwed Foroes Censorskip.

Civil Affairs.

Safety Treining,

Survival, Bscape and Evasicn,

Field Sanitation,

=16 Firing with Starlight Soops Mounted.

#(20) Cide of Conducte
#(11) Geneva Conventien.
(2_) Mighty Mte, Flamethrower, I8 CS Launcher,

/
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CONFIDENTIAL

rational Report-les Learned of 3d Bde, 824 Abn Di
T meriod 1 Moy 1963 4o 31 sy 1969, (@) " y

Company and Battalion Taught Subjects - Period 1 Jul - 31 Jul 69:

Command Information(Subjects).

Tacts About the U.3.
Selling America,
True Patriotiom,
4 Soldier's Career,
Marijuana Means Troubls.

W Canse,
Gatting Along in Vietnam,
AXR,
Making Your Py Work For You.
USARY Direct Commission Program.
legal Assistemce for You,
Mlitary Justioe Act 1969,
Lifesaving Tips Your Friend the M-16.
Promotion Re-evaluation,
Enlisted Promotion System.

Charscter Guidance (Subjects).

Reritage.
Narriage.

CIR (Flamethrower, Mighty Mite, I8 CS Lsuncher).
Combat in Bullt-Up Aress,

Stability Operstiens.

Armed Foross Censorship,

Spply Eoonamy.
Oivil Affairs, Vietnam ard Relations with the Vietmmmese.

‘Small Arss Naxdliarisatia,

Range Estimation at Might,

#(11) Survival, Escepe axd Evasion.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBK-AC

SUBJECT: Operationsl Report-lessens learned of 34 3de, 824 Atm Div
for period 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969, (U)

(d) Wd Battalion, 321st Artillery.
lo (c) Combat Op.‘lﬁ.ﬂl'.
8, Operation Tosn Thang (Phase III) continued throughout the period.

| The Battalion mission remsined as direct support to the Brigade and
Battery C, 3rd Battalion, 197th Artillery remain in general support to the
M‘“o

¢e Units located at fire support basey Cepperhead, Harrisan, Hardcare
and I11 American are all im G{a Dink Province, Uri\s occupying fire suppart
uuprunmuuuumm.

4. mlﬁnl.mwmcddmhtmiutormmtm
npaﬁncporiod.

Se Concept of opsrations: The Battalion coperated within the gensral guide-
1ines descrided as characteristios of the standard direct support missien. Dur-
ing this period, one infantry battaliom and one artillery battery were moved to
an 40 ocutside of the basic Brigade A0, The battery location was accessible by air
and water cnly, Rotation of units between the externmal and basic A0 was on & monthly
basis and to provide sems contimity, this Battalion offset the battery rota-
tion by two wmeks from the infantry battalion rotation schedule, lLiaisen per-
sonnel remained with their assigned infantry battalion as did the forward cbservers,
m'nbatnnmocuucn-mrontoumwmmmw
tinuity fo eperations,

£o location of wnitst

HHB 2/321-Camp Copperbead (XT006026),

A Btry 2/321-1 May to 13 Jume, FSB A1l American (XY745008);

15 June to 13 July, mm.(xmsossnuwtomtuu,
#3B Berbara 8571‘

B Btry 2/321/1May to 15 June Fus Harrison; 15 June to 13 July, FSB Barbare;
13 July to current date, FSB Harrison,

c M 1'/321-(n t-o 2h My, FSB Patten (X75802135); 2k May to 1 Aug,

C Btry 3/197-F38 Cepperheed.
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R CONFIDENTIAL

SUNNECT: Operational Report-lessons learned of 3d Bde, 82d itn Div
for period 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969. (U)

2, (C) Tasctics and Techniques.

8¢ On 15 June, this Battalion assumed responsibility for FSB Barbara
(X3577854). It had previocusly been occupied by & unit with MLO1 howitsers.
The area was extremsly wet dus to low elevation, mensoon weather and poor
drainage. The MOl howitsers were fired sitting on the soil and the unit had
had problems with howitsers sinking into the mud, Prior to cccupation by this
Battalion, Brigade enginsers constructed heavy wcoden platf:rms with protruding
stesl pipes on which the MIO2 base plate was lowered. These platforms provided
an exceptiomally stadls platform and the howitzers were kept out of ths mire,

b. Dus to the terrain and current monsocn rains, the majority of the missions
fired are fired using fuge and time VI, Observation has shown that effect obtain.
od with peint detonating fuse is minimml t0 nemeexistent.

3. (U) Training. .
During the period the following specialised training wis conducted.

8. Cumner's test - A six week period of tattery level training was directed.
At (Ne end of this period, a Battalion test team tested all batteriss. Person-
nel tdem'omdark'lﬁomporthMuum,hdm
Gunners and in two cases, Chiefs of Sectioms. A very lew percentage of candi-
dates received passing scores. Possible reasons for this are: inexperience,
mam'-umsmuwuhmmmmpmmmmpm
semnal in critical positions :nd also prospts a base of established imowledge to
ild arcund, miseion requirements and maintensnce time occupy periods needed for

be __Mmfrudu-&mtuomuhodat wun..mumuu

Mu, mintenance, records, safety and read signs. Pereomnel completing
the courses mre licenced. 4 large partion ef inooming persemmel are not licenced
in CONUS which makes the oourse necessary. Personnel arriving with licences are
oriented on Vietnamese roed signs and local maiatgnsnce problers and recertified
to drive. Treffic accidents and maintenance problems save decreased since this

treining was initiated.
s Oenerator trainimg - Seven three day schools were conducted at Battalion

level during this period. Studemts were generator cperators and muintenance
y maintenance, repair and records were covered in great de-

persamnel, Opsratien
tall, Amwtumwamm.nmm.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBL-AC

‘ Qukmr: Operaticnal Keport-lesscns Learned of 34 Bde, 82d Abn Div

reepmod:l.uqlswtonm;m. (v)

d. Extensive mmu has been inmtiated and will continue over next 30 to LS
days in the area of forvard cbesrvers, firedirection center and liaison section -
procedures and techniques. Kaphasis 1s bdeing placad on refresher training in areas
which m not froqunt.]q tsed but in which proficiency must be maintained,

4. (C) Orgo.niuuou.
2nd Battalion, 321st Artillery is organised as followss

uNIE ' JassIon -
HHB 2/321 IS 3/82
Af2/321 Priority of fires - 1/505 Infantry
B34 Priority of fires - 2/505 Infantry
c/2/7321 Priority of firee - 1/508 Infantry
c/3/197 as 3/82
S, {C) koewy killed by artillery during the period.
BYRY O, KBA
N ' 12
B 8 &
¢ .
TOTAL 89

(e) (C) Troop B, ldt Symadren, 17th Cavalry.

1. anisation: Troop B IA?CunqmwmﬁoL?-Smm.
nm&nummmwuﬁnmumvsosmeam has been
Wummmcwdmmtwmm 25 Jaly.
mmmcmumwmmv'-m,mmamcwc
mmv'omuummtmudmm

2. Asotivities: During this mm,lmmmw-d.mm
of nissions to inclede mounted wik dismownted reconnaissance in force and searches,
engineer security and tumnel olearing, tordmns and searches, fire base security,
convoy escorts, resciros contrel points, resction missions in swpport of the infamtry
battalions, and night ambushes, both mounted and dismounted. The Troop hss been

responsible for the security ef the Thong Tay Hoi Bridge (XS784967) from 15 June
to 25 July. &
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBK-AC

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned of 3d Bde, 82d Abn Div
for the period 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969. (U)

3. Significant Actions:

a. 2d Ple, o Troop, acted as reaction force at XT701115 to A Co, 2/505
Inf, 022330 May. Results: 3 VC KIA, 1 VC POW, 2 AK-47's captured. -(QOPCON 2/505)

b. 2d Plt, B Troop, with C Co, 307th Rngr, at XT675085, 031500 May discovered
a cache of 130 B-40 rockets, 120 75mm RR rounds, 30 60mm mortar rounds, and
approximately S0 lbs of TNT. (OPCON 2/505)

¢. 3d Plt, B Troup, 051445 May, at XT663098, discovered a cache of 200 .51
caliber rounds, 4000 .30 caliber rounds, 5000 7.62mm AK-47 rounds.

d. HQ ACAV's escorting a 1/508 convoy in the vicinity of FSB Patton, 231500
May, lost one AC’ destroyed by a 20 lb VC mine. Results one ACAV destroyed, 5
US WIA (minor) (L" N 1/508)

e. 3d Plt, B Troop, while on a night defensive position with B Co, 1/505,
engaged a group of 5 VC, 262130 May at XT711028. Results: 2 VC KIA, 1 VC POV,
1 B-40 launcher and 2 AK-50's captured. (OPCON 1/505)

f. 24 Plt, B Troop, reacted to A Co, 2/505 snatch operation and was ambushed
on the way to the i{nfantry position, 102330 July, at XT700014. Results: 2 US
KHA, 5 WHA (3 minor), 1 ACAV destroyed. Enemy: 5 VC KIA, 1 B-40 launcher and 2
AK-47's captured. (OPCON 2/505) Two days later Cu Chi PF's captured 4 VC who had
been seriously wounded in the same action.

&« 1st Plt, B Troop, with C Co, 2/505, on a reconnaissance in force, 271330
July, at XT660085, engaged VC in canal line. Results: 1 VC KIA, 1 VC PFOW.
(orcoN 2/505)

h. Several mmall medical caches, small amounts of small arms ammunition, and
2 SXS rifles (partially destroyed) have been found during the reporting period
while on dissounted operations.

(£) (C) The 52d Chemical Detachment continued its mission of providing special
chemical operations support to the Brigade.

1. Defolistion operations were conducted to reduce enemy ambush sites end
avenues of approach, increase fields of fire and improve radar effectiveness.
A summary of the defoliation missions conducted is as follows.

(a) Aerial Defoliation (UI-ID aircraft with Agavenco aerial spray apparatus)
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVEE-AC

SUBJECT: Operatieonl Repert-lesscus learmed of 3d Bde, 02d Atn Div
for period 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969, (V)

(1) Vie A0 Chute (IT790100)s 7 missiems, 29 sortied, 1375 gal agent Orange,
960 gal agent Blus, total aress 2750 scres 1-17 roadmy, watermys, trails and
treelines received primary consideration)

(2) Hoc Men Bridge and cansl (XT712073. te XT700052): 2 missioms, 6 scrties,
250 gal agent Rlue, total area: approx 85 acres,

(3) 7SB Barbera (ISS8L8S6) end F3B Kathy (X3623886)1 1 missien, b sorties,
15C gal agent Orange,

(b) Oround or Water Besed Defoliatien (Pewer-Driven Decontaminating Apparatus
or salvage pumps e wheeled vehicles or LCN)

(1) Rach Tra Canal (XT767064 to XT81U0T7)s epprex 23 acres,
(2) *¥C Island® (XT775066)s 1 acre.

(3) Bex Bridge (IS703967)s apprex 8 acres

(k) FSB ALl American (XTTH50D5)s spprox 8 acres

(5) Phu Led Post Perimeter (XT855160): epprex 75 acres

(6) 7sB Kardoere (IS752937): apprex 308 of 7 acres

2, Alrborne Perscomel Detecter (Smiffer) missiore were conducted te provide
informatica en enemy troop locatiens and sctivities far the S2 collection plan,
4 total of 33 missiens were scheduled with 25 completed for & flight time of LS

houre,

e nncnmzmmqﬁuuuwmuamnrmﬂm
in suppert of ground operstiens. A total of 22 non-persistent CS munitions (F158)

w&gthMuMMMdmmtw-lmmﬂemm
o e e

o Miscellsnscus: Assistance in tunnsl search snd denisl epsrations wes

ded the 2/505th Inf en 28 July. During the reporting period, teclnical

inspections of chexical equipment for turn in were for the following
items: 230 protective masks, 177 mask carriere, desemtaninating spparatus,
and 33 chemieal sgent detecter kits. The 52d Chemical Dstachment smmunition

storege area was trensferred from Tam Sen Khut to Phu loi Post starting on 16
June and campleted en 22 Jume,
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SUBJECT: Opersticnal Report-lessens Learnmed of 3d Bde, 824 Abn Div
for period 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969, (U)

S+ CHR training conducted curing the periedl imeluded ihe fellowing:

8. During the peried 20 May through 5 Jume, instruction on the construction,
explacemsnt, and mintenance of flame field expedients was condusted of the
defense sectors cn Pim Lol Post. Approximately 35 persons received the
instruction, )

be A class on the operation, maintensage and emplayment of the MPE)-7
flasethrower was conducted at the Noe N:a Bridge oa 20 June. 7The 'tlass

(¢) (C) During the reporting period the Brigade eonducted training in sccordance

with USARY Reg 350-1, Special training was conducted by wobile training teams

o night firing proficiency, use of the starlight scope AN/FVS-2, and countersspper

techniques, An girboat maintenance schoocl and operator/msintenance course for

Kesner Ski Barzes were conducted by the 82d Suppert Battalion, Joint radar train-

ing oonducied with ARVN radar operators from CMD Signal Compamy. During this
a total of 69 ARVE radar operaters received instruction aimed toward im-

in

(1) (C) Dvxing this peried the Support Battaliea eontinued to provide supply,
naintenmoe, medical servises and miscellansous services for all assigned gnd
attached e)lements of the Brigade. The Formrd Suppert Kleaapt at Tan Son Xhut
has oculimied te previde support maintenance of automotive, treck, engimeer and
misosllancens t, In additiom the FSE has contimued to previde the for-
wmrd material services to the Brigade mansuver Battaliens and other forward

elsments,

(2) (C) Organisatien for Supperts
as The 82d Suppert Battalien is organised under the following MIOE:s
(1) Needquarters and Headquarters Detachment, MICE 29-246¢ PAC 1/68
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. CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECTs Operational Repert-lessens Learned of 3d Bde, 824 Abn Div
for peried 1 May 1969 te 31 July 1963, (U)
(2) Cospany A (Administretiem) NTOB 12.197 PAC /68
(3) Company B (Nedical) KIOE 8-197 TAC 1/63
(L) Company C (Maintensnoe emd Swpply) MIOE 29-2),7 PAC 2/68
(3) (C) Naterial Services:

(a) Class I+ During this reportisg peried the following quastities of items
were issued to swported custemares

18 POUNDAGE
Perishables 683,727

Nen-Perishadles 243,41

C-Rations 534,65

Sundries 56.320

LRRPS 2,186

TOTAL 1,514,139 1bs (757 Toms)

(b) Clase IIs MNest items of this eategory (clothing, indiyidual
tentage, hand tools) are received, stored, and issued by BSO, The issue of elothe

munpm.tmmmmsmmummmuu
month period. A total of k,285

Mcporimmlmmlmldmim, including all mess hall
sxpandable suppliss aad various batteries, were doubled, Data cn the number of
muuummummmmwnmmumnm.

BATTERY  QUANTITY  JESS WARE - PAPER AND PLASTIC  GQUANTITY

B 30 38,752ea PLATES (CTN) V4
B 42 L, TThes curs (cm) 728
B 58 iy 7020a o (cT) sn
B 386 11,701ea NRK (CTN) 593

M 200 1,857a SPOON (CTN) 587 36
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SUBJECT: Operational chort-l.euon; Learned of 3d Bde, 824 Abn Div
for perfod 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1963, (U)

4VBK-AC

(c) Class I1I: POL products are received from depot, stored at the FSE and
issued to using units i{n bulk, package products, vehicle re-fuel station and
through mobile re-fuel (2% Ton Ta.':ers) for delivery on site. Gasoline and diesel
fuels are the major items of issue. Bulk quantities issued during this period are
cited below.

MONTH MOGAS _DF #2 JF#4 (AVN)
May 30,400 22,900 700
June 33,600 24,200 700
July (1-22) _30,200 19,200 300
TOTAL(Gal) 124,200 66,300 1700

(d) Class IV: During tkis period greater control over construction within
the Brigade was attained by routing all proposed construction through the Brigade
S-4 for final approval. No {ssues of construction material were made unless
items were a part of a projecc that had S-4 approval. Most projects have been
temporarily halted because construction lumber has become a USARV controlled
item and Brigade stocks of this item are at a zero balance. A very limited supply
of construction materials are stocked at the FSE in the form of a Push-Package
(Project Sump) for a battalion stand contingency operation. Other supplies are
requested Ly the customers through the FSE against BSO stocks. The BSO ships
the supplies to the customer through the FSE. Most of these msterials are used
for the construction of fire bases.

The following issues were made on fast moving fortification items that are
stocked ot the FSE and the 7hu Loi Base Camp.

ITEM ust QUANTITY
Barbed wire RL 103
8! Engineer Stakes EA 4,150
5' Engineer Stakes EA 688
3! Engineer Stakes EA 2,664
Concertina wire CL 2,319

Sandbags 4,467 (446,700 ea)
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBK-AC

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 3d Bde, 82d Abn Div
for period 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969. (U)

(e) Class V: The Brigade ammunition office has processed the following
nunber of {ssues and/or turn-in's:

Number of issues 269
Number of excess turn-in's 12
Number of salvage turn-in's 24

Number of unreserviceable turn-in 49

(£) Class VII: The Brigade has continued to receive substantial quantities
of TOE major and items. The receip.s of significance wers:

1. 13ea Trucks, Utility k Ton M151Al

2. 4aa Compressors, Reciprocating 3§ CPM
3. 73ea Antenna Group RC-292

4. 4les Night Vision Sights AN/PVS-3

3. 9ea Telephone Sets TA-1/PT

6. 235ea Loudspeskers LS-454/"

1. 36ea Flemethrowers, Portable

8. 50ea Detectors Sets, Mine

9. 7ea Generator Sets kv and over

10. 24ea Generator Sets Skv.and under

The Commander's Critical Items List has continued to be an effective tool
in the receipt of mission essential critical items needed by units of the Brigade.
During the reporting period a total of 35 items were reported. A total of 16 of
the 1temns have been received slready and up tu date status is known on all the

items n:. yet received.

(g) Class VIII: Medical supplies received directly from the depot are
issued directly to the FSE Hospital and Battalion Medical Platoons. Approximately
83% of the items requeste.l by customers are stocked in sufficient quantities for
immediate issue. Quantities of the faster moving items issued during this per-

iod are cited below.
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(s CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: Operstienal Bepert-lebowsie Digrued of- 3d Bde, 824 Ada Div
for peried 1 May 1969 te 31 July 1969, (U)

WONTE  Surg. Spengs () Yoot Pewler (cmns)  Tetracyuline (bottlss)
MAY 2,000 p W%, 132
B 36,000 1,78 20
JULY 24,000 32584 282
TOTAL 92,000 59052 62}
Pro‘.‘.- Areas

(1) A% the present items requiring refrigerstien cannot be stered in the
medieal ewpply ares,

(2) 7This predlsm is the result of inadequate pewer eutput from the self help
elsetrical wiring projedt fer the supply building.

(3) Befrigerated items ave now being stored in the Class I refrigerators.
This makes it more difficult to isewe and securs swch items.

(h) Clase IX: Direct exchange repair parts are provided the battalion
‘maintenance asctions bty the FSE Technical Supply Sestien the Battalion Maintaineance

otlly pereenal effects are procepeed through the FSE, During this period
of perscnal effects were processed which included 1) in Nay, 7 in June
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CONFIDENTIAL

aAVor

SUBJTST:  Cperational Report-lessovs Learned of 3d 1d3, 82d v
for perivd 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969. (V)

S Miscellam.ous Services:

(8) Hap Supply: Thirty-five (35) Hip iin¢ 1tem are s.  od at ke #5&. ' Tne
bap Supply Section issued 1,830 maps to th- Brigade during thi. pariod,

(b) aptured Enomy EQuipmenv: Capturud itens of equipienit were turrad over
to the Ik br the Brigade. MNo items hove toen twnied ikeo CMAC during +his perica.
rxplosive items are relcased to USAF ENI personnel immediatuly.

(k) Transportation: Requirements for this period were mainly hauling equlp-
ment frua depot to BSO, FSE and battaliun furward aceas. The previsional Truck
Plateon i3 administered by C Company, 82d Support pattaliun and ‘) pyovided baci-
up swpport by the 48th Transportation Grouwp. Total short tons moved durin; thie
period was 2,250,

(yr Maintenances (C) Direct sup.ort maintainence is provided to the Li1jude
by Compar:y C, 82d Support Battalion. (rganizational mairtainance 18 the revpounii-
bility of the using undt. Eack-up support maintginunce is provized vy the «ytu
Seneral Support Group. Job order status for this period is as follows:

JCRS  RICFIVED  COMPLATD  =VAOWATD CN_HAND
Armanent 381 320 93 168
Elsctrunics 755 L9l L5s 304
Automotive 300 235 0 5
Generstors 37 3 Y 2

This status represents work received and acoumplishea at Loth the main shop and
at the FSE.

{a) Naintensn®® ’roblems:

1. The engine for the M11JAl caused considerabls difficulty due tu uckrowmn
faults apparently during engine rebuild or overhsul. The cylinder head gasket
blows after 12 to 36 hours of operation.

¢e nino engines were replaced during tlas period of which S were defective;
al) hud the sams defect - blown head gaskets.

Jo The AMC representative was contacted und cane to chuck some of the defective
ensines. |t was related that this problen existed Command wis¢. The Technical Rep-
resentaitive referred the prublem to the Saigon Army Uepot for a possible solution.
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AVER-AC CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: Operutional Report-lessons Learned of 3d Bde, 82d Abn Div
for period 1 May 1969 to J1 July 1969. (U)

(6) Technical Supply: Pertinent data for this period is cited belows

a. Requests received 7,028
b, ASL issues 2,720
c. Total requests received 5,51)
d. Total replenishment requests 2,407
¢. Total transactions 23,557
fo ASL lines h,3h§
g+ Fringe lines 6,011
h. Demand satisfaction Lo%
i, Demand accomodation 78%
Problem Area: Tech Supply had a critical need for more adequate storuge
area, Primarily a wvarehouse for small repair parts.

Solutiont Tech Supply has obtained a warehouse building which is 50'x20
with 107 interior height. It was obtained through the self help prugram. This
building is presently under construction.

(7) (C) Engineer: During the reported period, each Infsntry Battalion was
supported by a minimum of one OPCON Enginser Squad, This support wes increased
to a maximum of one OPCON Engineer Platoon as required, A4ll other Brizade units
were supported on a mission basis.

(a) Combat Engineer Support to the Inf:ntry

1, Mine detector Teams

2, Demalition Teans

(b) Fire Base/Patrol Base Support

1. Tactical Bunker Construction

2. Messhall Construction

3. Road Construction and Repair

deliped Cunstruction

[T 23
.

S. Delivnry of Sandbag Fill
6. Overhead Cover for Surveillance Redar
1. Observation Towers
8. General Earthwork and Drainage.
9+ Water Purificatiun Units at FSB's Harrison, Patton, Claudette,

Barbara and Chris
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBK-AC
SUBJECTs Operational Report-Lessons lsarned of 3d gt)b, 824 Abtn Div

for period 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969,
(c) Red Ball Support
i. General's Mess Improvements
2. 8.1 Office Improvements
3. Bunker for 58th Signal Company
4. T0C Improvements
S+ Oeneral Improvement ot Grounds ana Perimeter Deferses
(d) Pnu Lot Support
1. Sand and Gravel Transport

2. Construction of Brigade Stand-Down area (16-16x32 buildings cn con-
crete slabs).

3+ Improvements to Road Net

() Trains Area Support

1. Oresse Rack Construction for 2/505 Infantry

2. Ammo Berm Construction for 1/505 Infantry

3. Vater Tower Construction for 2/505 Infantry

4. Genersl Earthwork and Road, Hardstand, and Drainage Improvements
(£) Civic Action Projects.

+ Repair of Schoolhouse Eoaf (Vinh Loc)

o Eartiwork (Vinh Tiuh)

« laveling of 25 Acres of Damaged Rice Paddy Vieinity Fire Support
Bage All American

(¢) Special Projects

1. Comstruction of 6 - 105mm Howitser Firing Platforms for 2/321 Arty. Bu,
at FB Barbars.
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for period 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969. (U)
2. Construction of a Floating Dock for Watercraft st the Cau Bong L. idge.

3. Constructicn of Cne 16 x 24 Southeast asia Hut, ine dicuseruck, aud
Three Helipads for H¢, CHAC

(h) Special Operations

1. A Protective Minefield of Uninown Oyigin was Clearsd at FEB lurtiia.
Approximately 55 M-16 Bounding Mines wers Dastroyed

2. In Support of 1/508 Infantry, 7 KM of Koute 74 were cleared ‘asly for
23 days. The following mines were found,

QUANTITY TYPE FIRING LYSTeM
7 Chicom 1NT Pressure
1 105am Dud Pressure
1l 105mm ind %lectric
1 Unknowun Loose Fxplosive Pressure
1l M=79 Round rlectrie

(1) land Clearing/Tunnel Clesring Operations in AU Snoopy, Wegun 19 Jan 69,
were completed during the reporting period. Final results are:

1. Area Cleared: 2,138 Acres
2. ‘l“mnh Destroyed: 53,727 Meters
3. Material Csptured:

(v) B-4O Rounds - 108

() B0 Fuses - 40

zc 01lmm Martar Rounds - 10

(d) 60mm Mortar Rowds - 33

(e) Mortar Fuses = 22 cans

75mm Recolless Rifle Rounds - 11
S1 Caliber Rounds - 200

SKS Rounds - 4,000

AK-}i7 Rounds - 5,000

M.60 Rounds - 1 Bax

M-16 Rounds - 2 Baxss, 2 Magasines
42 Muvtar Rounds = 1

155mm Roynds - 1
105mm Rowps - 1

ST, S
e

P
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SUBJECT: Operational Report-lLessons Learned of 3d Bd3, 82d Atn Div
for period 1 May 1969 to 31 July 19&9. (")

(o) land Mines - 2

(p) BET -1

(q) .AK-50 Rifles - 2

(r) M-1Rifle =1

(8) Thompson Submachinegun = 1

(t) M-16 Bipod ~ 1

(u) TNT = 3 cases

(v) Miscellaneous items of US clothing and equipment - 17

4. POW'e =2

f. (¢) Psychological Cperations and Civil Affairs: Uuring the reporting per-

iod >sychological operations were carried out using leaflet drops, loudspeaker
missions (ground and aerial), leaflet distribution, face to face discussions,

ano the displaying of posters. Brigade psychological operations were primarily
sup;orted by the 6th Psyop Battalion, The or HE Team (audio and visual
cupabilities) was supplemented with an HB Team(audio capabilities) and an additiomal
vehicle. Psychological operations within the Brigade are now ecnducted by one
officer, 2 1iC0s, one EM and an ARW interpreter and all OPCON from thc 6th

P'uychological Operations Battaliom.
The themss most orten usea in operations are:

a, Third Party Inducemsnt (TPI)

b. Voluntary Informant Progmam (VIP)

¢s Chieu Hol Program

d. Rewards Program

e. Support the GVN

f. Atrocities of the VC

g« Allied forces are your fricids

he Kews and Music (especially curing Medcaps)

Psyops accomplishments during the reporting period are as follows:

a. Air leaflet missions 18 Leaflets dropped 526,000
be Ground Leaflet missions SO leaflets dispersed 21,370
¢. Air loudspeaker missions Ll  Hours 52
d. Orowd loudspeuker missions 101 Hours 265
e, Audio Visual 38 Houwrs aQ

f. Hewipapers distributed 6810
g HMagavines distributed 185
b. losters distributed 5590
§. nitr-el Nrama Tean 3
CONFIDENTIAL
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SUBJECT: Operational Heport-Lessons learned of 3d Bde, 82d Atn Div
fer period 1 May 1969 $o 31 July 1969, (U)

Besides the stated psychological operations; the HB Teanm was of gredd .ssistaance
in previding publicity for the Brigade Medcap/Dentcaps program, controlling the
civilisn pepulation during cordon end search operatiaons, providing safely ipfure

. matioa td the villages concerning nearby operations, and providing quick reantion
Chieu Hol appeals when elements of the command were in contact. The HE lean
was utilised in a simdlar capacity in addition to showing movies in the hamlets,

In support of the Brigade psychological ocperations program, on request
from the US Air Force, through Capital Military Assistance Command, missions
were flown by C~447 aircraft and U-10. Known as "Cabby” and “Earlyword” re-
spectively, those crafts are availabls to enhance the psyops effort. Additional
materials were available from JUSPAO, and 4th Psyops (roup.

During the reporting period all the organic equipment that is availadble to
the Brisade wmas demonstrated at a commanders conference at Camp Red Ball. The
29 watt bullhurn, for use at company levels; the 250 watt backpack used by the
psyops tean on tactical operations such as combat assaults; the 1000 watt speaker
and the Earlyword System utilising the U-10 aircraft were all demonstrated.

During this reporting period an Armed Propaganda Team for ia Dinh Province
Chieu Hoi Center becams OPCON to the Brigade, Utilised on Medcups and Den’-ups
to spread information throughout the hamlet concerning Third Party Inducc..cut,
Volutary Informant, and Chimu Hoi Progrem, the AFT gathered considerable in-
formation oconcerning the VC and VCI in certain sreas. In adaition, they were
utilised in the area.eround Camp Red Ball to check whatever grievances the
people of An Nhon Village might have, ’

The reporting poriod saw increased cooperation between Psyops elemsnts of
S-5 and the Counterintelligence section of the S18th MID esoncerning the prosrare
mentioned above. Contitmed cooperation should enhance the success of the TPI and

VIP programs in the A0,

Seventeen solation payments totaling L,6,868VE$ were made as condolence to
ond injured or suffering loss dus to accidents involving the 3d -Brigads,

2d Airborne Division,

ge (C) Civil Operations ana .svolutionary Development Support: During the re-
porting peried civil operations continued in the ariginal area of operations of
Tan'Binh, Go Vap and Hoo Mon, Cortimmued support of the hamlet pfficials, GVX
and support in the form of aid to the villages (Medcaps, Dentosps, sanitary
facilities improvement, road improvement, sommodity distribution, agricultura]
programs etc.) resulted in the upgrading of theetire original area of operse
tions to the desired miniwum level of escurity and pacification. As of the 30
Juns Hamlet Evaluation Shebum adly e lpwinte. of Tan Biah, Go Vap amd
Hec Mem had a Hanlet Evaluatien System rating of “C" or better.
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for period 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1959, (U)

Extensions to the original aree of operstions placed the 3/82 Pacifica-
tion rrogram into S additional districts and 3 additional provinces to includs
Binh Chanlt District, Gia Dinh rrovince; Phu Hoa District, Binh Duong Province;
Lu Chi and Duc Hoa Listricts in Hau Hria Province and Ben Luc District sn Lous
An Province. In these arcas, with sevural cordon and search operations, Medcaps,
Dentcaps, Psyocps coverage and intellirence elements werc at a maximm. T area

cf operations is approximately 32 im in lssgti.

During the reporting period the Vinh lLoc V.l age area pacification pl
wis incorporated iante the Model Pacification Study to include background, -
tary efforts in tue area, psyops coverage and civic action. The Model Pacif. .-
tion ¥lan graphically ucscribes the concept, planning and implemsntation re-
sponsible for bringing the "E® rated hamlets to a HES rating of "C" within a
short period of time, The Model Pacification Plan was briefed to the following:

Commanding General, IT Field Force

Comnanding Genersl, Capital !filitary Assistance Commnd
Comanding Genoral, Capital Military District (Vietnamose)

Deputy Cosmanding Ceneral, Capital Military District (Vietnamese)
Deputy Commander, United ot:tes Military Assistance Command Staff
(i-5y Uuited States Army, Viatnam

Commanding Officer, hth . SYCP Group

Joint United States Fublic Affairs Cffice

With belp from the aid station at Caxp Red Ball, a medical advisory team has
tewtn working daily in An Nhon Village, surrounding Camp Red Ball., They have been
working with much .gyzcess at two aid stations and one maternity clinic with notice-

able improvements noted.

An agricultural improvement program has been established by 2/321 Artillary
S.5. As part of an overall agricultural improvement program originating at
province levol (Gia Dinh), the Artillery is attempting to upgrads the rural economy
by «iversification of crops., Sixteen different seeds have been introduced to sev-
eral farners in the Hoc MHon District. Along with tho seeds, the Battalion S-5
has distributed fertilizer, lime and a weelly progrsm for destroying pests like
bugs. This is a pilet program, but with continued success the program will ;rovw

in sise.

A combined Bde/Bn ;-5 effort was Lutisted duriag ke reperiing peried. Each
Ssturday morning a different group of school stuuents f~om within the aU were
treuled to a trip to the Saigon Zoo., With cooperstion from the US Air Force, in
the form of a bus driver, about 4S5 youngsters a week were given their first op-
portuiity to see the Saigon Zoo arvl for many the first opportunity to see Saigon,

e
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SUBJECT: Operational report-Lessons Learned of 3d Bde, 8ia Abm ie
for period 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969. (U)

After lunch at the Zoo, the bus returns to their hamlet gchoolhouse by way
of the Presidential palace, the Amsrican Embassy and the Saigua deckse ia T
tionto beihg a big hit with the young people, il neutralizes VG propaganca wua:h
oclaims Saigon is in ruins.

A total of 103 Medcaps treating 16,04l patients were held in the 40 in.
ocluding entensicns during the reporting period, In conjunction with these,
there were 28 Dentcaps treating 1,221 patients. These Dentcaps were held uy
either the Us Air Force Dental Team from Tan Son Nhut Air Base or by a teea
from the 36th Medical Dgtachment,

In coordination with civic action projects the following materisl amd com-
nodities were distributed during the reporting period:

Cement JJS!LS' lbs
Tn sheets Vi
Lamber 3645 ovd It .
Paint 36 gad .
Brivgs 38000 .
Wire 26 rulls
Cemsnt pillars 10
Gravel : ‘551 | <]
Eoginser stakes p

lime LOOO lbs
Fertiliser 2000 1be
Seeds 200 lbs
Food 4000 1bs
Send Begs 2800
Health items 600 1be
Clothing 300 1bs

h, (C) Cul.niqatimt

(1) During the reporting period 1 May - 31 July i3Gy, the 56th Signud
and ccmmunications elements of subordinule Lattalions maint.iiucd tl..
following Brigm oporauon:l and adainistrative communications uy-wnv

(s) mhdio Relay Systems:

(1) 12- channel § relsy systens provide sole-user telephone "hotlines"
for T0C operational 4o, dedicated telstypewriter circuits for comand and
control traffic, and comacn-user telephone trunks for administrative between
CMAC, the Brigade Main Command Post at Camp Hed Bul‘l * ..ia Rrigade Rear Base
Camp at Fhu Lol Put.
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S'IDJFCTs - Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 3d Bde, 824 Abm Div
for period 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969. (U)

(?) 4-channe] radio relay systems provide TOC to T0C hotlines, artillery
cvordination hotlines, and common-user telephone trunks between the Prigade ,
Main CP and the fire support bases of the subordinate infantry battalions and
artillory battalion, An additional system provides access for each of the infantry
battalion rear areas and the Forward Suport Elsment of the Support Battalion at
Tan Scn Nhdt into the Brigade telephone system,

(b) FM Radio Nets: The Brigade operates a Brigade Command Net, a Brigade
Secure Net, and a Brigade Surveillance Net primarily for tactical operational
traffic and enters the CMAC Commend and Secure Nets,

(c) Radioteletypewriter let: The Brigade maintains an AN/SSB RTT net
including all its subordinata battalions. Though normally passing only limited
intelligence traffic, the net has proved inwvaluable for maintainine administra-
tive ad casualty reporting traffic with battalions cperating jempepewrily wader
a different headquarters at extended ranges froa Brigade.

(2) Additional communications support provided from outside the Brir~ade
cornaists primarily of base camp communications,

(a) . At Comp Hed Ball the 6Yth signal Battalion provides 16 dial lines into
tt~ MACV Dial Telephone Exchange and 3 trunks from the Brigade Chippewa Main
switehboard to MACV, providing access to the area system. At Tan Son Nhut, Lhe
Air rorce provides six dial lines from the Brigads Trains area to the Tan Son

Nhat Dial Exchange.

(b) At chu Loi Post, Campany B/Ll, 36th Siznal Battalion, provices post
signal functions including a manual telephone exchange with access to the Corps
ar:a network and over-the-counter ccmmunications ocenter service with access into

the worid-wide commnications center network.

(c) CMAC pruvides a rudiotelstypewriter set AN/GRC-142 et Camp Red Ball for
for cntry into the CMAC RTT net.

{d) The 69th Signal Battalion and the LOth signal Battalion provided tele-
phanie pole installiation support to the Brigade for specific projects like tih:
Vinh loc Signal civic action project.

(1) The Brigade MARS Station, established on 1 April 1969 and operated by
the 5Hth Sianal Company, completed the following numbers of MARS calls during
the reporting period, -

MUONTH CALIS COMPLETED RED c‘:ﬂ PRIORITY CALLS
May 338 7
June ] 11

July ks pol yg
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SUBJECT: Operaticmal Report-lessons Learned of 34 Bds, 82 Abn Div
for period 1 Mis 1969 to 31 July 1969. (U)

1. During the reportirg period ths Public Information Office accomplished

tle following activities:

51 Hometown ne's released: 8l6
(2 Photcgraphs with captiocn released: 48
3
L

Features/rsws stories: ss

Processed film: 18
S) Photograyas processed/distributed: 20l
6) BRadio Brvadcasts: 0
7) Number cf ilational news media

representatives escorted: 7

Jo (C) Inspec’or Genaral

(1) The Ispector General coordinated with the following units which have
‘received their Command Readiness Ingspection: C/307 Engr, 1/508 Inf, 2/321 Arty,
1/505 Inf, 0/!S Rngr, HHC, 3d Bde, 518 MI Det, and 824 Spt Bn, The inspection
tean consist.d of the principal staff of the S-1 through $-5 and Brigade cignal,
Chemical, ar/i Surgeon special staff sections, The Deputy Brigade Commandsr was
the head of the inspection team,

(2) Pifteen investigations were conducted by this office. Eight requests
for assist:moe were rsceived and cumpleted. The majority of the complaints re-
ceived hare besn found to be unjustified.

(3) On S July 1969, the Acting Inspector Ceneral presented a 50 minute
arientd'.'on to a new Replacement Training class on the agencies availabls in
the Brigide to assist them with their problems and the policies of the Comnanding
Wi

-

k. (C). Staff Judge Advocate: During the reporting period the following Staff
Judge Advocate activities were accomplished;

h .tatd Persons Punished: m
(a) E-4 and below 2y,
b) E-5 and ado %
iog caniuion:!.

2. Persomsl who were offered and refused to accept amjulisial punish-
ment under Article 15, UCMJ: 7

3. Ae'iems faversbls ¢o pwwans, i.e. suspension of sentences _ 6
L. Actions unfavorable to persons, i.e. vacation of suspension: _.9
Se Total number of sppeals: [

. 6. Summary Courts: 9
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for period 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969: (U0)

7« Special Courtat 23
8. legal Assistance:

TYPE OF ASSISTANCE INTERVIEW  INSTRUMENTS
Citisenship, Imigration, Passports 6 2
Power of Attorney 2 37
Nomestic Relations and Paternity . _D
Personal Property - Automobiles eto 3 2
Real Property - Sale, leases, eto —s L 3
Perscnal Minances, Debts, Insurance, etc 9 et ]
Wills and Estates é 20
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SUBJECT: Operational Report-lessons Learned of 3d Rde, 82d Abn Div
for period 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969. (U)

2. (C) Section 2, Lessons learned: Commanders Cbsorvation, Evaluation, and
W——————L—‘-——.l

8., Persommel, Nane.
be Operations,
(1) Kit Carson Scouts.

(a) OBSERVATIMN: In A0 FYRCULFS the Kit Carson Scout proved to be an
invaluable asset,

(b) EVAIDATION: The ability of the Kit Carson ocouts to read the terrain
for information concerning epexy mines/booby traps «nd tunnels and their ability
to gain information from the local population assisted greatly in making Opera-
tion Dirty Devil a success.

() RECCMMENDATION: More Kit Carson Scouts should be attached to company
size units, A desirable number of Kit Carson per company would be 10, This
mmber would allow the company to have at least two per platoon and two retained
with the company CP. For purposes of companionship, Kit Carson Scouts should
whensver possible be exmployed in pairs,

(2) Pighting in built Up Areas.

(a) bmnmrmlx In the built up areas in A0 HERCULES all of the houses .
mcmmctodbytumhmdhndctnmlymubuiltbnnbncnthoinuriorot
tha houses.,

(b) EVALUATION: The enemy would fire upon friendly forces from one ares in
the village. Once ltis location was pimpointed he would rapidly move to another
section of the village by wvay of these tunnels. At this time he would place fire

upon the flanks and rear of the friendly forces.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: When fighting in built up aress, maximum use should be
meade of meciun and beavy artillery with delayea action fuzes., If TAC Air is ut-
1lised, 7'50 1b high drag bombs should be used against the burkers and tunnels.
Troops scivching the area must move extremesly slow and mst search several
bn:l..'lninp cuacurrenily. Flamethrowers should be retained at the FSE where mu
can use them to clsar buildings and bunkers,

(3) S-3 T0C and S-2 T0C Commnicationss

(a) OBSERVATION: In AD HERCULES there wrs a cantinuous flow of traffic on
the tactical sets and a sufficient amount on the intelligence nets to warrant a

8-3 and S-2 TOC,
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SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 3d Bde, 82d Abn Div
for the period | May to 31 July 1969, (u)

(b) EVALUATION: Due to the steady flow of traffic on the operations nets, .
it became extremely difficul® to transmic or receive intelligence {nformation
that might affect {mmediate or periing operations. During this period the 1-508
used an intelligence net and .«s able to reduce the amount of non-operatfonal
traffic over the Battalion “ommand Net and to transmit traffic concerning in-
telligence to higher headquarters with no delay.

(c; RECOMMENDATION: That the Bn S-2 set up and maintain an {atelligence net
(S-2 TOC) to higher headquarters so that all intelligence traffic will be trans-
mitted over this net and not tie up the command net.

(4) Use of Ranger Teams

(n) OBSERVATION: The 1.508 gained valuable information concirning enemy
Jovem~nt from the ranger teams.

(b) EVALUATION: 1In AO HERCULFS {t was discovered that the best technique
for clandestine (nsertions of Ranger Teams into surveillance sitcs was via
attachment to TOE units. By doing this cthe 1-508 obtained valuable {nformation
and the Ranger Teams killed 4 VC/NVA (BC).

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Ranger Teams should be ‘ttached to a company sized element
by resupply helicopter. The element wil'. then Ri¥ into tiie desired area of oper- -~
ation for the Ranger Teams and will drop thom off at a suitable positiva, then
the company or platoon will continue with {ts normal mission.

il

(5) Overland Troop Movement in AO SWORDFISH.

(a) OBSERVATION: Due to the inundated nature of the terrain in AQ SWORDFISH
overland movement was difficult.

(b) EVALUATION: Two thousand meters per day was the maximum distance rifle .
companies could be expect:d to move. _ayond that troops became exhausted, both
physically and mertally. The physical condition of personnel had to be given
more than the usual amoun® of consideration.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: When possible, unit commanders should plan daily oper-
ations that do not cover more than 2 kilometers. For more distant and extended
operations, helicopters, river patrol boats (PBR) and ski barges are a necessity.
When preparing for operations in areas such as AO SWORDFISH personnel must be
briefed thoroughly on the type of terrain to expect and also be told to carry as
light a load ss possible. Mission essential items ({.e., demolition equipmenc)
should be kept on hand -t the FSE helipad.
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(6) Navy River 1atr.] Boats (PBR)

(a) OBSIRVATION: In ureas adjacent to the Yan Co Long eénd Hen su: hivers,
lavy riber patrol boats (FER) provided an excellent means of traraportation,

(b) EVALUATION: lavy River Patrol Boats (FMR) provided an excellent hishly
Tesponsive means for moving and re-locating troop elcmw:inis ard for the clandestine
insertions and extractions of suwmpan ambush teams, [lic river pat-ol boats and
Infantry troops complimented each other, the boats transported the troop eicments
and the trocps conducted denial operations, preventing nostile torcen the charce
to ambush the patrol boats.

(6) IWCUM INUATIUNS Any unit operating vieinity of th Vam Co ldw: and/
or the Ben luc Rivers should effect stuff coordinatiun with hiver Dav liqs
located at Ben luc. Brigaue level SCI's should be exuhanged with the kiver Div
Hqs at Ben Luc to ingure continued and clcse comminications und cooidination,

(7) Airmobile Combat Assaults and Checlg.oints end | op.er Misstoas,

{a) CBSERVATION: in ovdor to comcmct pupper cperation. uveinst hasd ine
telligence or swiftly relocate triup clsments, heliccpters erv i« necussity in
imundated arsas.

{b) EVALUATION: Due to tho inundated nature of the torrain and since tho
objective of the battalion «as to conduct denial opurations, heilicopters became
of necessity the primary moans of transport. when air assetd waiw available they

proved tu be invaluable. Desides having itroups airliited tu ieu cbjectives ywiftly,

having experienced and efficient punships were a defiiite as.d ¢ cover oper-
ations and to spot and mark emumy persvonnel and positiuns,

{c) RFCOMENDATION: #hen units are working in inundsled siens the mux mum
amouat of airmobile assets should be made available in cider to Ganduct effoctive
conbat operations., 3o that all airmobile oparations suy be conducted efficiently
and vith minlum loss of life, urit con.anders should brief all elemcrt leaders
on tho procedures and methous for setting up pickup and lauding zones (lie . < cone

figuri.lon, marking chalks, speed of loading and unloading helicopters).

(8) Sampan Operation.

(a) OBSFRVATIUN: Samsans were used for quiet ang efficlcnt inscrtions of
daylight patrols and night . mbushes,

(b) EVALUATION: Since there were numsrcus canals suited fur movement by °
sarpans, some units found them to be useful to cover a greut deal of grownd ef-
fectively witih the minimum amount of time. A type «f waterborie Lagle Flight was
poesills, Three to four men were able to move in ome uwmppan, five to six sampans
were used together to provide necdea security and an adequate size force.

53
CONFIDENTIAL

3]
o
i



AVRRAC CONFIDENTIAL

SUBSSCT: Operational Report-lessons Learned ." .3 Bde, 82d Abn Div
for period 1May 1969 to 31 July lyo9. (U)

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Battalion sise elemonts skould have at their disposal
when opcrating in areas such as A0 SWORDFISH at lsast ton sarpans, Th.v will be
used by companies when lsaders doem the tactical situation perdts. Persunncl
using thede sampans should have adequaie commnications, be strong swimmers anl

be familiar with 11(‘ saving techniques.
(9) Night Firirg of M-16 Riflas,

() OBSERVATION: In a combat situation, through gueutioning of troope,
few paré~nnel have ever fired their weapons st night,

(b) EVALUATION: It has been proved that inaividuals Lave a tendency to fire
high auring the hours of darimess while on ambush,

(c) RICOMMENDATION: That all perscnnel, regardless of cime in country, be
allowed to fire their weapons at night, while the ccwpany is on a sturd-down at
the rirebase, It will be done on the battalion firiug range and would be the
ideal time to conduct night firing training,

(10) Joint US/ARWN Cordcn and Search Operaticis.

(a) OBSERVATION: There is a tendency for ARWN units to select toc lurge
of an area for cordon and search operations.

(b) EVALUATION: Areas selected by ARVN wits were too large to be adequatelw
searched for the number of troops esployed. It has been found to be better to
over-corden and have excess search troops, chan not to have enough.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: Extensive r:lurming und coordination should be conducted
prior to a jeint US/ARVN cordon and search cperstion. 1ln many instancus the core
don area will have to be reduced to permit a successful operation.

(11) PHYSICAL FITNESS

(a) OBSERVATION: Petsonnel assigned duty at a semi-permanent firebase should
maintain & high uegree of physical combat proficiency.

(b) BEVAIDATION: The various staff persomiel assigned duty st = sesl-permanent
firetase; ie. T.0.C., Communications, iedical, Cooks, and Supniy personnsl; be-
cause of the nature of their particuiar jobs, have a need for an effective physical
training program in order tc maintain u high degree of physical combat proficiency.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: A physical training program incorporating Army Mrill 1
should be orga.ised for the above mentioned pers.nnel. The number of repstitions
of ench exercise can be increased as desired up to 12. army Drill 7 should be fol-
lowed by a run uwp to a distance of one mile or 10 minutes. It is recomnended that
the program be organised and supervised by Officers gnd NCU's. Period for physical
training should be planned so that all those persomnel working in shifts can be

given an opportunity to participate.
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SUBJECT: Operational Report-lessons Learned of 3d Bde, 82d Abtn Div
for period 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1949, (U)

(12) AERO-Rifle Platoon

(a) DBSERVATION: The Aero-Rifle Platoon may be employed in an econcmy of force
rols.

(b) EVALDATION: The composition and rapid response time of the Aero-Rifle
Platoon makes it well suited for an economy of force mission. The Aero-Rifle
Platoon, consisting of 1 C&C, 1 Hunter-Killer Team and 2 1ift ships with person-
nel, could be deployed against the enemy either in a blocking position ina
linited objective attack. After the initial insertion elements organic the
battalion could be inserted, utilising the two troop helicopters. .

(c) RECOMMENDATION: In addition to Eagle Flights tho Aero-Rifle Platocn
should be available for use in the economy force mission against small local-

ized enemy forces.
(13). Use of Riot Control Agent CS (Tear fas)

(a) OBSERVATION: Riot control munitions should be used more extensively,
where possible, to exploit tactically the ability to temporarily cisable unpro-
tected enemy troops er "flush™ them from concealed or fortified positions,

(b) EVALDATION: A1l Brigade tactioal units are currently oquipped with the
28 lightwight piot control ent »wk. when nun-persistent riot control munie
tichs are used, such as the (aerial) or E8 (ground), the CS concentration
usually dissipates within 10 minutes after employment. Riot control agent CS
may temporarily disable .nprotected hostile troops, supress their fires, "“flush"
them out of ooncealed positions, and reduce their ability to maneuver. Riot
control munitions are especially useful when the exact location of enemy troops
is uninown, in uense vegetation, or in conjunction with sensor readings, as one
mnition (E158) will initially cover an area of spproximataly 6500 square m:ters.
Howeyer, these munitions should not be amployed in close proxismity to densely
populated areas, s the civilians my experisnce extreme disccafort, As a guide-
1line, o a varm duy (lapse condition) riot control munitions should not be emplayed
within 2 kilese%ers af friendly villages (downwind of target area); om ccol, over.
cast days (neutral conditions) the miniwum distance should be at least twice this °

() RECOMMENDATINNS: Riot control munitions should be used more sxtensively
weather or terrain permitting, to reduce enexy observation, fire and movement or
*flush” from concealed positions, especially in support of sensor readings or when
onemy location is uncertain,

(1) Use of antiplant agents in firchase/perimeter defolistion,

(o) OBSERVATION: Defoliants or the chemicals used te defoliate vegetation
in RW, are in extremsly short supply and insufficient quantities are on hand for
defoliation of all areas within firebases and base camps.
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(b) EVALUATION: Defoliants should be used on the wegetation in aress in-

accessabile for removal by methods such as cutting.or burning. Thess may be

areas within barbed wire. sprons or contain uncharted minefields, etc. In areas
readily aecessible, where cutting or burning may not be used for removal of vegeta-
tion, a mixture of JP-i4 and disel fusl (ons to ome ratioc) is almost as effective
as the defoliants. Hand purmps, such as a ¢ gallon hand pump fire extinguisher
should be used. Db NOT use any type of power-driven machinery to disperse the
JPl/diesel MiXSUYe, 35 it is extremsly flamable and any sparks may cause the mix-
ture to ingite violenily.

(¢) RECOMMENDATIONs wssfoliants shoula be used for vegetation removal pri-
marily where aczess to the ares is restricted by barbed wire entanglements, mine-
fields, etc. In areas which are accessible, vegetation may be removed by cutting,
burning or appliocation of a JP-4/diesel mixture using a hand pump sprayer.

c. Training. uons.

d. Intelligence. None

e. Logistics. None.

f. Orgenization, Ncoe.

g+ Cther.

(1) AW/ORC-363 Usage.

(a) CBSERVATION: The first AN/GRC-163 system was established during this

period and an evaluation of system perforsance followe. As new AN/JRC-163 equip-
ment is issued the Brigade, it will be used to replace existing AN/MRC-112 systems.

(b) EVAIDATIONs

1, A S-lm AN/GRC-163 system was activated to replace an existing AN7MRC-112
systen between the Brigade CP and Brigade Trains,

2, The nev system operated with much greater reliability than the AN/ARC-112
systen. The quality of the AKAIRC-10 Radio and AN/TCC-3 (AN/MRC-112) is nomswhat
better (lowur noise, better frequency respcnse) than the RT-524, R-L}i2 w i AN/TCC-70
(AN/GRC-163) when properly aligned. Howsver, this i3 mure than compers:ted by
higher componet reliability in the AN/GRC-163 and the fact that the AN/GRC-163
is almost completely “qperator prool*,

(3) It was noted that the Narrow-Band Filter, FL-4001 (Marrow Band) can be

used in place of the Wide-Band Filter in the R-422 without degrading the voice
capability., The teletype mode was not tested under this comndition,
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Ay The repair of the AN/ICC-70 is extremely difficult when a failure doos
occur,  One AN/ICC-70 has been deadlined approximately 60 days and another over
90 dsys dbe to the difficulty of obtaining parts. This equipment was evidently
introduced without suffisient depot support available.

$So The weight of the antenna head is too great for the mast normally used
vith the AN/GRC-163. Erection is extremely difficult.

(o) RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Parts supply problens for the AN/TCC-T70 should be resolved as scon as
possisle.

2. 'ﬂuv:lcr mast seotions or a lighter anten... head is required for the
anterud.
(2) MNestor Xey Change.

(a) OBSERVATIONS: In July, II Field Force established a common Nestor Key
List for all units operating within the III Corpe Tactical Zone. In arder to
maintain compatibility, kay charges must occur simultanscusly in all wnits. The
tine chosen was midnight, local time,

(b) BVALUATION: Fros a tactical point ef view, midnight is the least de-
sireble time for a key change, in that the maximm number of enexmy contacts ocour
from 2200-0200, In addition, where several units share the same keygun,
betwesn arees at night to change key gettings is both inconvenisnt and dangerous.

(c) RECOMMNDATION: It is recommended that the daily Nester Key change
occur at 060H,

(3) LB Radio Problems.

(a) OBSERVATIONs During heavy rains, the LOH FM radios (AN/ARC-5i) have
proven extremsly vulnsrable to water damage.

(b) EVALUATION:

1. The L(H does not have the vJather prétection enjoyed by the Huey and is
quite susceptible to leaks during hecvy weather.

2, Rain will follew antenna, control and handset cables inte the radio com-
partment, shorting connectors and making the radie incperative.

3. lecal efforts to protect cables have met with only limnted succese,

(¢) RECOMMENDATIONS: It is noMrow the water proofing
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(4) Radios in Ambush Sites.

(a) OBSERVATIONS: In assaulting US ambush sites, VC-NVA units often d.rect
initial fire against the unit radio/radio operator.

(b) EVALUAIION: In two US ambushes that made heavy contact during the re-
porting period, the enemy located the position of the unit/s radio prior to initiat-
ing their aszault. The initial fire then took out the radio, radio operator and
ambush leader. The radios position may well have been located from the 10' whip

antenna.
(c) RECOMMENDATION:

1. The 3-foot whip antenna should be used wherever terrain and distance
permic.,

2. Sufficient AN/GRA-39 remotes should be provided to separate the platoon
leader from his radio at each ambush site.

(5) Signal Civic Action

(a) OBSERVATION: A number of civic action projects in the communications
srea could be conducted at a minimal cost to the government if a source for minor
items of Signal equipmen: were available.

(b) EVALUATION:

1. An inter-hamlet telephone system was cstablished by this Brigade for the
village of Vi-h Loc. Expendable items such as telephone poles and wire were ob-
tained with 1o difficulty, but telephones and & manual switchboard were unobtain-
able through e{ther normal logistics channels or through Civic Action Agencies.

2. The return in security and economic develojment for the limited system
already installed has been enormous. However. n: expansion of this system {s
possible without additional equipment.

(c) RECOMMENDATLONS: Non-expendable items of military equipment should be
available through normal supply channels for use to Civic Action projects. Approval
of these projects at Division or Separate Brigade level should be sufficient
authority to requisition.



AVFBC-RE-H (18 August 1969) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-lessons learned of 3d Brizade, 82d Airborne
Division for the Feriod 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969 (1)

DA, HQ II FFORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266 12 SEP 196"
THRU: Commanding Gensral, US Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC(DST), AFO 96375
Conmander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, APO 96558

T0: Assistant Chisf of Staff for Force Developrent, Department of the
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational Report~
Lessons Learned of the 3d Brigade, 82d Airborne Division for the period
ending 31 July 1969, with the following comment: Referernce paragraph 2g(2).
The current crypto period for the four separate Corps - Zones' Joint SEA
Ground Tactical NSSTOR Keylists was established in order to be compatible
w.th that of other common keylists being utilized. Recently, this head-
quarters queried II FFORCEV OFCON units as to the optimum time for changing
the key setting and received various recommendations. This matter will

be discussed with representatives of OPCON units at a NEGTOR conference

to be conducted at this headquarters on 29 September 1969 with s view toward
arriving at an optimum tizs for the changeover. Subsequently, the matter
will be discussed at a MACV NESTOR conference to be conducted in the near

future. e
FOR THE COMMANDER:

57 DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTIRVALS;
OECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS,

_ 00D DRt 5200.19



AVHGC-NST (18 Aug 69) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operatiomal Report-Lessons Learned of }d Brigade, 82d Atrborme
Division for the Period Ending 31 July 1969, vCs CSPOR (21)(U)

EEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, AFO San Prancisco 96375 7 OCT 1968

T0: Commander im Chief, United States Arwy, Pacific, ATIN: CPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviawed the Operational Report-Lessoms Learned
for the quarterly period emding 31 July 1969 from Beadquarters, 3d Brigade,
824 Alrborme Division.

2. (C) Comments follow:

8. (U) Reference item concerning "Kit Carsom Bcouts®, sectiom II, page
S1, peragraph 2b(1); concur. Rach major wnit establishes & basis for the
esployment of Kit Carson Scouts (KCS). This hesdquarters thea allocates the
KC8s, within USARY space ceiling limitations, tased wpomn the reported esploy-

ment by the major unit.

b (C) Refsrence item concerning "se of antipleat agents im firebase/

periseter defoliation", section II, page 55, paragraph 2b(14); nomcomcur.
Diesel oil 1is an acceptable defolisnt. 1Its uss as & defoliant is outlined

in TM 3-630, Repairs and Utilities: Crounds Maintensnce and Land Management,
dated 1 May 1958. The JP4 defoliation mixture as recommended has & low flash
point and is unacceptable for use from the safety standpoint.

¢s (C) Reference item concerning "LOH Rsdio Problems®, section II, page
37, parepraph 2g(3); concur. The unit {s advised to submit aa EIR to iasure
that corrective action is properly initiated.

d. (U) Reference item concerning "Signal Civic Action®, sectiom 1I, page
58, paragraph 2g(5); comcur. Military equipment may assist in developing an
ares, however no mechanical system ghould be installed if it cammot be main-
tained technically and economically by the people subsequent to the US unit's
departure from the area. Prior to the installation of a system of this nature,
the Province Senior Advisor should be comsulted and “is approval obtained.

TOR THE COMMANDER:

W, AGC
Agsistant Adjutant Geners!

Cy fum:
3d Me, 824 Abn Div

nm
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Gror-Dr (18 Aug 67) M Ind

SURJECT: Operatiosal Report of BQ, 34 Brigede, 824 Afrderme Division
for Period Eading 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

1Q, US Atwy, Pacific, APO Sen Francisce 96358 170CT689

10;: Asefstent Chief of Staff for Force Davelopmeat, Departmeat of the
Acrwy, Washingtom, D, C, 20310

This heodquarters comcurs ia ssbject report ss imdorsed.
FOR THE COMMANDER IN CNIRF:

(il

CPT, AGC
Asist AG
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