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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, II Field Force Vietram

Artillery for Period-Ending 31 July 1969', RCS CSFOR-65 (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. (C) SECTION 1. OPERATIONS: SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITIES.

a. ADMINISTRATIVE/FERSONNEL.

(1) During this period there were five significant personnel chanres

in II FFORCEV Artillery. Brigadier General L.D. Kinnard assumed comnnnd on

21 May 1969, Colonel Joseph N. Hearin, Jr. assumed the position of Deputy

Commander, Colonel John E. Baker assumed the position of Executivo Officer,

Lieutenant Colonel Donald K. Locke assumed the position of S3, and Lieutenant

Colonel Ronald J. Lemanski assumed the position of S4;

(2) Personnel rotation has been normal for the period covered by this

report, and replacements have been received in adequate numbers in the majority

of MOS positions. However, MOS shortages continue in-O5B (Radio Operator), 050

(Radio Teletype Operator), 63C (General Vehicle Repairman), 71T (Xeintenance

Data Specialist), 72B (Communications Center Specialist), 76Y (Unit Supply

Specialist), and 94B (Cook).

(3) The followifig awards were presented to assigned and attached

personnel:

(a) LEGION -OF MERIT - 5.

(b) SILVER STAR - 7.

(c) BRONZE STAR-- 65.

(d) AIR MEDAL - 8.

(e) ARMY COVMNDATION MEDAL - 71.

(f) PURPLE HEART - 35.

(4) On 22 July 1969, Headquarters and Xeadquarters Battery, II Field

FoR or or
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UJ,CT: Oerational uport of Heacqunrtorn, 1 1.'ed F'orl,

Artillery for the ?riod lndin2 31. July ,., :., CXi,',..-*

Force Vietnam Artillery achieved a Latisfactory rating cn tho I. 7,','. .

(5) There wore no administrative or tactical movoz by t'I.;;h
quarters during the reporting period.

(6) Current organizational structure of Ii'icCV "i ".'y t

Inclosure 1.

b. OPEPATIONS.

(1) GENERAL. This reporting period was charactcrized by n;::.'ous
and rapid repositionings of II FFCRCEV Artillery units.to counter :.,c:f~ c
enemy threats that occurred throughout the period, resulting, in , fire
power being brought to bear on the enemy. The reporting period wac also
characterized by the frequent use of heavy artillery to conduct artilery
raid-- and to provide an assault fire capability 'in support of both 12S tnd
allied operations. Continuing emphasis is being praced on the imrrove:cnt and
modernization of ARVN Artillery.- The period was highlighted by the ionlcy-
ment of two new' ARVN 1051124 battalions and the organization' of an ,mVN zobilo
battcry \.

) TACTICAL DEV6BLOe,"mNTS A:ND MISSIONS OF II FFOAC,',.. A7 .' I..

Current deployments of II FFORCEV Artillery units are'listed in Irclo:'ure 2.
heavy artillery coverage for III CTZ is portrayed graphically in :-cloure 3.
The current tactical missions of force artillery units are outlinc in
Inclosure 4. Inclosure 5 lists the coordinates of fire support ba:;cs and
other geographical locations cited in this report.

(n,) heavy artillery coverage changed during tho reportinr, rtr3-3,
with the movement of one 8" section and one 175,1 section to FSB E1aine (xT 559
047) oh 26 May 69. The movement provided heavy artillery support to th a Sth
ARVN Division and provided coverage along the Angels Wing and Parrots. 17c. 1-
areas on the Cambodian Border. On 21 July, the 'one 8" section wa- cha-n.: to
a 175124 section, thus placing two 175V., sections at FSB Elaine. Cn 15 di '-

ferent occasions, one 8" of Battery B, 2d Battalion, 32d Artillery -fveye fro.y
Tay Ninh (XT 168 520) to firing positions located on all si .cs of iNui F Dr:
(XT 280 580) to destroy enemy bunkers, caves and fighting Dositionr. ;nd
interdict long used enemy infiltration routes into tho mountain .......
On 26 June, the 8" platoon of C/7/8 moved from Xuan Loc (YT 46 ) .o
horse (YS 465 982) to provide hcavy artillery coverage foi a three .
LIB operation northeast of Blackhorse. On 25 July the 8" platoon c.:"./7/:8
moved from FSB Echo (YT 023 155) to FSB Horseshoe (YS 424 620). -, t:..o d:"::,
the platoon moved to FSB Thrust (YS 494 540) in the morning, fired .:r(.ct ':.ro

missions into the Long Hai Mountains and returned to Horseshoe in t*c oye':.

(b) Due to the increased enemy activity in the Xu:in Lcc arca in
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June, elements of the 1st Cavalry Divisicn deployed from. northern !I! CTZ
to counter the thrcat. To provide mediun artillery support, two platoonz
of Battery A, 5th Battalion, 42d Artillery were repositioned from F" 1.on
(YT 090 093) to LZ Rock (YT 489 354). The unit provided support fro- 10-22
Juno and returned to FSB Magen.

(c) To provide artillery support-to Navy and Special Forces
operations along the Van Co Dong River and Kien Cay Canal, a two pun platoon
of Battery A, 5th Battalion, 42d Artillery was moved to Tra Cu (XS 45'6 984)
on 8 June.

(d) On 3 June a three gun platoon of .Battery B, 2d Battalion,
35th Artillery moved from Xuan Loc (YT 464 083) to Gia Ray (YT 636 134) to
support an 18th ARVN Division operation north of Gia. Ray. The platoon re-
mained at Gia Ray until 9 June when it was replaced by a three gun platoon of
Battery C, 2d Battalion, 35th Artillery fr6m Xuan Loc. The platoon remained
at Gia Ray until 23 June when it moved to FSB Concord (YT 034 174) to join
the remainder of the 3attery with the mission of GS II FFV POF BHTAC.

(e) At the close of the last reporting period, Battery D, 2d
Battalion, 13th Artillery (Provisional)'was at FSB Dottie (YT 200 537)
supporting Special Forces Mobile Strike Force operations in War Zone D. The
battery moved from FSB Dottie to FSB Terry (YT 081 424) on 16 May and con-
tinued to support the operation until 28 May. On 7 June' Battery D was recon-
stituted and deployed to FSB Ann (YT 50 258) to cdntinue support of the 3d
Mobile Strike Force in the heart of War Zone D until 15 July. On 16 July
the operation terminated and Battery D returned to Phu Loi (XT 850 172).

(f) On 15 May Special Forces and CIDG elements became onaged
in heavy contact just outside of ARVN 105MM range at Bu Dop (XU 974 2-85).
Within four hours After notification, a two gun platoon .of Battery F, 16th
Artillery was airlifted into Bu Dop. The platoon began firing irr.edately
and contact was broken. The platoon remained in Bu Dop supporting Special
Forces/CIDG operations until 30 May and then returned to Quan Loi (XT 811 903).

(g) As the enemy continued his build-up along the Cam.bodian
Border area northwest of Tay Ninh, Battery C, 1st Battalion, 27th Artillery
was woved to FSB Washington (XT 146 568) to provide medium support for tno
area. On the night of 6 June the battery was instrumental in the defanso of
the 25th Infantry Division's FSB Crook (XT 055 595). During the att!r-ck by
the 88th NVA Regiment, the battery fired over 1000 rounds in support 0.' bano
defense and was credited with 34 NVA KBA. Total results of the attack on FSB
Crook were 323 NVA killed, 10 PO's and two US wounded. From FSB Warhingtor.,
the battery has conducted six artillery raids moving to Me Cong (XT 140 615)
andreturning to FSB Washington the same day.

(h) With the redeployment of two brigades of the 9th Infantry
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Division, .ttery A, st Cattalion, 1,4th Artlcry was w movoed to D,
(XS 410 430) to ,.ako propauration for redplocyr.rnt. The oftr,.< ,, thf,
battery from Long: An Province left a ,np in ncdiu' artill.r:, covfer, or
the Division's 3d Brigade. To eo.t n:;ato for this gan, a -it-."; p plytoor.
of Battery B, 5th Battalion, 42d ;,'tillrory was -ovud from Can Gujoc (?S $29
724) to Tan Tru (XS 655 6235.

(3) E1,TLOYYZNT OF I1PROVED CO,'IETO,,L IITT..:

(a) The expenditure rate of Improved Conventional ' ...
increased considerably since the last reporting period with 14,801 -c,,inds
being expended in the II FFORCEV Area of Operations during this perid a:
compared to 2,600 rounds for the previous three months. This incrcase can
be attributed to the change in the Rules of Engagement, which occurred in
March, permitting the use of ICM against unobserved targets.

(b) The area authorized for expenditure of improved Conventional
Munitions was increased during the reporting period with the addition of the
Citadel Area (XT 570 250) in Hau Nghia Pr6vince.' The Citadel, a hard core
enemy area, is generally flat and open, .broken only by"hcdgerows and destroyed
or deserted villages making the area will suited for employment of ICO.

(4) ARVNI AND CIDG ARTILLERY.

(a) ARVN Artillery assets were increased during the reporting
period by the deploy: cnt of the 53d and 253d Artillery Battalions in the 32d
and 31st Divisional Tactical Areas respectively. Other significant i:,cnrove-
mrents made by ARVN include the organization, training and deploymorn . of Mobile
batteries by each of the ARVN divisions operating in the III CTZ. In May, the
platoons of Battery C, 181st Artillery Battalion, 18th ARVA Division were
released from their territorial missions and organized into a mobile hntt:.
at Xuan Loe (YT 464 083). Where necessary, US artillery deployed in the it,"
ARVN Division's area of operations assumed responsibility for the -.rtillery
coverage previously provided by these platoons. After participatin., An
battery and airmobile training for approximately four weeks, Battery C, 181St
Artillery was airlifted into a position in the southeastern portion o PhuoC
Tuy Province to support regimental operations. Battery A, 51st Artillry
Battalion, 5th ARVN Division was organized into a mobile battery in July and
participated in battery and airmobile training which was sponsored by the
2d Battalion, 33d Artillery-, 1st Infantry Division. After complotr,. ito
training, Battery A was airlifted into a position southeast of the X.:chclin
Plantation where it supported a combined US and ARVN operation.

(b) During this reporting period, the first o1' a conbined
;JtVN, II FFORCEV Artillery, and Special Forces program began to prov:de thu
initial deployment of CIDG Artillery in III CTZ. The program was bcgun w'ith
the deployment of two 105M24 howitzer platoons, one'at the Special Forces Camp

4
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at Katum (XT 327 904) and the other at the Special Forces Camp at Thien Nf;on
(XT 082 813). The howitzers, provided by tho 5th Special Forces Group, are
presently being manned by artillerymen from tho ARVN 25th.1-iantry Dlvisicn.
The ARVN 25th Infantry Division has ai:rccd to provido personnel at bot.i
camps until CIDG personnel are fully trained and rcady to assumo the micsi.on
of providing their own direct artillery support. With the doplo) ent of the
first of the two platoons at Katum, a phased withdrawal began and the two IT'
platoons that had been providing support at Katum and Thien Ngon were redepioy-
ed. In both camps, a liaison team remained to offer assistance and advice to
ARVN. The second phase of the program will be that of training two platoons
of CIDG artillerymen fully capable of providing their own direct artillery
support. A ten week training program will begin on I Septe.-.er and will be
conducted at the Special Forces CIDG Training Camp. at Trang Sup (XT 166 554).

* CIDG personnel at Katum and Thien Ngon will be carefully screened and 70 of
the most qualified will be selected to attend the training. MiOlAl howitzers
will be used for training the CIDG per;onnel and will be obtained from USLRV
on a 180 day loan. The instructor team, provided-by the.23d Artillery Group,
will form on 15 August and receive an orientation by. Company A, 5th Special
Forces Group on the ethnic background and special problems involved when
training minority elements such as the Civilian Irregular Defense Groups. The
organization established for conducting.'the training will include US and
Vietnamese officers and NCO's for dommand and control, interpreters, and
sufficient instructors to present the training to small gro" -. or at section
level. This is the first time in III CTZ that ARVN has actually particiated
in a program to enhance the CIDG f~ighting capability. Through this program,
a nucleus of trained personnel will be established upon which the Special
Forces and the CIDG can expand and provide their own direct artillery support
throughout the III CTZ.

(O) Throughout this reporting period, close liaison was main-
tained with Headquarters, III ARVN Corps Artillery .and the Headquarters of
the ARVN Division Artillerieb, in order to identify areas where US assistance
could be used.

(5) AVIATION SUPPORT. At the end of the last reporting period, the
aviation assets available to this headquarters and its assigned, att-ched
and OPON units included 13 OH-6A and five OH-23G helicopters. Through a
retrofit program developed by USARVaviation sectionpthis headquarters was
scheduled to receive one OH-6A and n'ine OH-23G helicopters during the report-
ing period. However, a loss of seven OH-6A helicopters .was experienced
instead of a gain of one as scheduled. Additionally, only six OH-23G heli-
copters were received, three less than the scheduled assignment. The loss
of seven OH-6A helicopters during this. period was attributed to one by
accident, transfer by hand receipt of one OH-6A to the 25th Aviation Company,
and the reassignment of five.OH-6A helicopters to the 1st Cavalry, 4th Infantry
and 9th Infantry Divisions. While the total loss of aircraft during the period
was only one, the replacement of seven OH-6A helicopters with six less desirable
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OH11-23G helicopters~ndvcrsely affected the oparation:;' of thi's i;1~?>o
11*'l Force Vietnam Artillery also lost the support of two da:i* y n 3
0-1 '.i-rddog- fixed win,, aircraft during the rc-o~r'tir-g roeriod. T'hc~L7:~qi
CUI*N'rltly receive* thc daily mission aircraft supponrt of two UH-l '." .~r
anId !give 0-1 fixed wing aireraft. 1n an attc~mpt to allcvirttc so cr,
3hortigo which doveloped'during this period, tChis hc~rcs~i*S
ditlonal avittion support from headquarters,' II. Field -Force VietjV-n.L.' n
ment of additional OH-6A helicopters by USARV. In reply to those , -tz
a:ia tion, support was roceived'on a nsiscion bas-Ls frcm the ist Cav,-!7-y, ist "1nfrkr-
try and 25th Infantry Divisions. ,In additioba, UAVhall _rr& ~ha:
murnt of four OH-23G helicopters, ono of which was rccei-vfed- prior tct~c ofc
ihis reporting pcifiod.

(6) ARTILLERY ACCIDFNTS ALD I~T~?& Accidents ani ( ,%:dLents
continue Lo be a source of friendly casualties and as such, a matt-c : of~ gravu
concurn for all artillerymen. The most outstandin~g ca'us-l area o7 _ccid rt.
and incidents during the reporting period worco .liaison/clearance errors and~
firing battery errors.

(a) Liaison/Clearance Errors. There has~ been a iln
increase in liaison/clearance errors during this period as cormnrrc'i to oe. i
periods. Primarily, these errorp have been caused bythe risunder: tnnding of'
target identification systems between clearan-e igencies, fai2,ure 'to rerforrn
roqnirod double checks on overlays-and target lists, failure to milk,- co-nplet,
coordination and failure to obtain sufficient clearances. The ra-id turnover
of personnel and the high degree of control which must be ecis;:over fire
support has necessitated that all personnel becone thoroughly familinr with
the ;)rescribed rules of engagement and the procedures for clearingr t.arfets.

(b) Firing Battery Errors. During the period, fir-,n;- b-A.ttery
errors were caused by negligence and violation of sound firing tec!.n-..u.A .s
a result, attention to detail and sound, established firing battery ehiu:
h~.ve received increased command emphasis.

(7) lMR-OT:. [XNT OF METRO CQVE LkG'-'. With the redoeploym:!n1' of two
brig ades of the 9th Infantry Division, the metro station ait FS1'iP 'I
( 617 274) relocated to Nha Be (XS 921 814) on 26 Jun 69.. Toatz corndull.cd

by t*,(, II FFORCLV Art illery Metro Quality Control Team indicated t,6t ata
recuived from the Bien Boa metro,' station was not al way5 valid in ,~I;.
zouth and west of Saigon due to the difference in altitude rmdI , in
ntmo ;phoric conditions between the two nrcao. W.ith the move to Nh- :, 2;

ly and accurate metro data is now available to all ar-tillory unit.- in

(8) 14TOR ACTIONS. During the reporting poriod, X2s':.e osc
for tho Machino Gun Battery (D/71 st Ar-ty) attached to thc, 5t.- E.2Q on d
Artillery and for headquarters and Headquarters Battery of the Ii. Artillcry

6
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Groups. Primary changes requested for the machine gun battery inclucd the
addition of vehicle maintenance personnel to support the unit which is de-
ployed throughout III CTZ and the replacement "of 2. ton trucks with 5 ton
trucks as a prime mover for-the weapons system. The weight of the gun mount
plus the armor plating that is added to the vehicle have significantly
contributed to the units maintenance problems as the weig ht limitations for
the 2- ton trucks are severely exceeded. The primary changes reque:;tod for
the artillery group headquarters battery include the addition of a bulldozer
to speed up preparation of fire support bases and the upgrading of key proson-
nel in the operations section to align the grade structure with that of a
division artillery operations section.

(9) COMBINED US/ARVN ARTILLERY SUPPORT. During the past quarter
considerable command emphasis has been placed on US utilization of improved
ARVN artillery fire support assets. Artillery commanders have been enjoined
to insure that the positions of ARVN artillery within support distance of
their base camps and areas of operations are plotted and that these assets
be included in fire planning.

(10) COMPUTERIZATION OF THE COMBAT READINESS EVALUATION (cn:.) ?RO.AM

The CRE is a detailed inspection of artillery firing batteries conducted by
battalion and group headquart. -:. The inspections are conducted along guide-
lines established by this headquarters which include FDC organization and
general procedures/operations, metro operations, FADAC operations, firing
battery operations/procedures and fire missions, and ammunition storage,
administration and fire protection. Each inspection (6 inspections per battery
per year) results in a formal report which details to a high degree all short-
comings. Six months experience with the CRE program has resulted in a mass-
ive amount of data which defied analysis. The computerization of the CRE
results is designed to provide a meaningful mechanical analysis and summary.
Three computer printout reports are planned; CRE results by unit, ORE results
by inspection area and an inspection schedule. These reports will be publish-
ed monthly and distributed to commanders for their use in analyzing unit
strengths, weaknesses and combat effectiveness. The first printout will be
made in September 1969.

c. INTELLIGENCE.

(1) AN/LPQ-4A COUNTERMIORTAR RADAR EFFECTIVENESS.

(a) An evaluation and analysis of the effectiveness of all
AN/IPQ-4A countermortar radars (CM) employed within III CTZ was conducted for
the period January 1969 through June 1969 to determine if there was any in-
creasing or decreasing trend developing in the overall effectiveness of the
radar. To depict this in graphic form the number of sightings acquired during
all attacks by fire, which were within range of a CMR in III CTZ, was deter-
mined for each five day period. The percent of sightings acquired was deter-

7
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mined from this data and reflected an ov%.3all effectiveness f!in:rc d .'ri-
in tho fact that the set mriy have been shut do-,:n for nest, no -0" . " h:..,
periodic downtine due to mochanical d ."fIlculti t he iact w:;
searching a sector of scan other than the direction of Trhe inco-ming r''.:.iz.

(b) Out of 1,759 attack. by fire over the six n.--th pz- . , t.-e
overall effectiveness average was 19.44% with 342 confirmed launch ... on"
determined. hore was a slight but not significant decrease in effLuctive.ness
over the six month period.

(c) A comprehensive anna. was made for the two months of May
and June 1969 to resolve the factors mo6 frequently affecting the capability
of the set. The fact that the set is only able to scan a ".5p sector at any
time is the most recurring reason for non-sightings. Out of 537 'att .cka by
fire in these two months, 253 occurred out of sector, 56 occurred during
normal off-time of the crews, 20 occurred while the .set was down for .cchanical
failure leaving 208 attacks in which sightings by operators were possible.-
Out of these 208 attacks, 89 sightings were made reflecting an overall operator
efficiency of 42.8. The above analysis is reflected by Division in Inclosure 7.
An analysis such as this can be conducted at unit level and should provide a
good indication of weak areas in the operations. This analysis may be used to
.improve CMR effectiveness.

(d) Even though the set has many limitations, it is possible
to increase its effectiveness. Using units should insure that:

1. Intelligence information available is being examined
and analyzed carefully to determine the most effective sector of search.

.2. Provisions are made to insure that the sot is operational
during the most likely periods of attack.

3. Maintenance procedures are carefully evaluated to deter-
mine if technical assistance or additio- - training is needed.

4. Operators are performing at an acceptable levol of
proficiency and if not, provide the training required.

(2) TRAINING ARVN ON THE AN/TPS-25A GROUND SURVETLT.1CE - (.. ',.
During July 1969, a two week orientation course for ARVN personnel wa;s con-
ducted by the 2d Arty Sect Det (RDR), 8th TAB, 2.5th Arty. Sixteen A*.VN signil
personnel completed the training which consisted of radar theory, radar opera-
tions, target plotting, maintenance, replacement of parts, and gene;rator onora-
tions. The personnel were divided into two groups with one group receiving
instruction on radar operations while the other group received instruction on
maintenance operations. The groups rotated at the completion of the first
weeks training. Each student was familiarized with the basic fundamontals of

.8
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the radar sot. The instruction was enthusiastically received and al norson-
nel showed considerable progress during the course.

(3) EFFECTS OF ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAIF WEAPOS.

(a) On 1 July 1969 a statistical study was init ..tcd .
FFORCEV Arty for the purpose of analyzing anti-aircraft activities '.thi

III CTZ. The study presented an analysis of those activities in ter:s of the
number of aircraft engaged, altitude of engagement, typo of weapons used ana
geographic areas of activity. The statistics analyzed were on a daily basis
for May and June 1969 and on a weekly basis from January 1968 through June
1969.

(b) It was found that for the period analyzed:

1. The enemy was able to hit 32% and down 12% of those
aircraft fired on (715 aircraft in May and June 1969).

2. Most aircraft (56%) received fire at low altitudes
(0-499 ft).

3. Aircraft receivea the majority of fire (55%) from smnll
arms fire and the largest percent of aircraft (37%) wore downed by small arms.

4. Automatic weapons and heavy machine guns, althoigh
utilized to a lesser degree, seemed to be more effective than small ar.ms. ,ji

5. Although some high points of anti-aircraft attacks did

coincide with high points of attacks by fire (rockets and mortars on allied

installations), no trend could be determined.

6. Enemy anti-aircraft activity increased with the increase

in aircraft assets in III CTZ.

7. Specific geographic areas of III CTZ were identified

as high density anti-aircraft activity areas and generally correspond with the
disposition of enemy forces. A map depicting high density anti-aircraft
activity areas is attached as Inclosure 8.

8. Heavier anti-aircraft weapons were used more frequently
in border areas.

9. Some anti-aircraft attacks were repeatedly initiated

from the same specific terrain locations.

(o) This analysis wn made to portray the total anti-aircraft

activities in III CTZ. The analysis is bding continued to obtain individual

unit statistics and to determine what action is being taken to cou,.tor the

9
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onemy anti-aircraft threat.

d. LOGISTICS.

AThLIFT OPERATIONS. II Field Force Vietnam Artillery made extensive of
aircraft capabilities during the reporting period to support fire Lup:,Crt
bases throughout III CTZ. Air Force and Army aircraft flew a total c:' 2,079
sorties, airlifting a total of 23,458,796 pounds. II Field Force Vi t=a,.
Artillery was credited with 95.34% aircraft utilization during the !;criod.
The breakdown by type of mission is as follows:

(1) Air Force (Fixed Wing):

Tactical Emergency 15 Sorties
Emergency Resupply 9 Sorties
Combat Essential 69 Sorties
Priority I 55 Sorties

TOTAL . 64$ Sorties

TOTAL WEIGHT 6,656,790 Pounds

(2) Army (Rotary Wing):

Combat Essential 80 Sorties

Priority I 1.351 Sorties

TOTAL 1,431 Sorties

TOTAL WEIGHT 1.6,802,006 Pounds

2. (C) SECTION 2. LESSONS LEARN"D: COMF'ANDERIS OBSERVATIONS, EV. i ATTO::S,
AND RECO.ENDATIONS.

a. PERSONNEL. None.

*b. OPERATIONS.

OBSERVATION: Distribution of artillery ammurition allocated to ii
FFORCEV Artillery should be based on the potential demand for amrnuno'_ti of
each command as determined by analysis of those factors which most influence
expenditures.

EVALUATION: An analysis was performed of five principal fa-.:tors which
were determined to best represent each major command's potential for .nuition
requirements. The factors considered are; that proportion of the tot:.i.l area

10
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in II CTZ which falls under the range fans of the US artillery w:'h , ?P....!
which is covered by the weapons of a given artillery cor.:and, sho'-t-.-..::- L

coverage; that portion of total maneuver unit contacts suzported ,y ';," y

which were supported by the weapons of a given comrand.; and thnc, ..... or
all preparations, counterbattery missions and acquired targets cn.. ,:.ch
were fired or engaged by the weapons of a given co.mand, Each unit'-;
shares for each caliber of weapon employed are weighted by a factor representa-

tive of the degree of relative importance of each of the five factors to d.tcr-
mine the unit's share of the total potential demand for ammunition." T',s :harre
is nornalized by averaging with the unit's percentage share of the total nixbor

of tubes in each caliber. The resultant percentage figure r.eprescnt.; that

unit's share of the ammunition allocation for each caliber. This sy:te is
more equitable than simply distributing ammunition based on each unit's per-

formance during the previous allocation period since it measures potz;ntials

for demand and evaluates the relative needs of each unit by a single, standard

which considers both the past expenditure experience of each unit ar. those

factors which represent potential requirements for future expenditures.

RECOMENDATION: That .this system of distributing ammunition be

considered for employment by other commands as a means of increasing expend-

iture efficiency.

c. TRAINING. None.

d. INTELLIGENCE.

(1) DISPLACEMENT PROCEDURES IN THE OFFENSIVE EMPLOYMENT c --/,PS-2rA
GROUND SURVEILLANCE RADARS (GSR).

OBSERVATION: The AN/TPS-25A GSR is an effictive targe:.; acquisi-

tion and intelligence information gathering device when employed off.nsively
in suspected areas of enemy movement. However, this type of employ-.ent requires

continuous repositioning which can be detrimental to continuous operation of
the set.

EVALUATION: Due to the sensitivity of the set, it is extremnely

important that the equipment be carefully handled, properly packed nnd secured

prior to movement. The radar should always be stowed in the radar shelter
while in transit.

RECOMNiENDATIONS:

(a) That AN/TPS-25A crews be given additional training'; in handl-

ing, packing and displacement procedures.

(b) That, when possible, a qualified technician be avlable at

the new location to check the set for proper adjustm-,ents and provide assistance

11
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as necussary,

(2) DSFENSE AGAINST RCCKET A.:;) >'c:T,, -T'..S.

OBSERVATION: The enemy rocket capability has be(n pri.r

used to maintain pressure and inflict maxirnum dam.age and ca';uaiti ,th a •
minimum expenditure of resources.

EVALUATION: Prompt reaction to rocket attacks by cot: n:y
firing positions.is essential. One technique in countering attack: ;- re i
placing maneuver forces in the suspected firing sites as soon as prac:,ca!

following the attack. Through reconnaissance, terrain analysis and ;c].i:ne
information, a list of enemy launch positions can be compiled. Co.p-.:rin- thik

list with the visual and electronic sightings acquired during the at':c",

eu-!er forces can be directed into suspect areas with an increased probability

of success in locating enemy forces. The location of enemy personnel, equip-

ment and ammunition caches is the primary objective, but the confirrntion of

the suspected position as an actual firing site will help improve the effect-

iveness of the defense against rocket and mortar attacks (DAWMA) program.

RECO0ENDATION: That the technique described above be employed

whenever possible.

(3) AN/MPQ-4A COUNTER'1ORTAR RADAR (CxR .) EFFECTIVENESS.

OBSERVATION: An evaluation conducted for the period January 1969

through June 1969 on the use of the AN/IPQ-4A C1v showed a slight decrease in

effectiveness during the reporting period. (REF: Para ic(I))

EVALUATION: Due to the enemy's capability to launch attacks by

fire from 6400, the small sector of scan of the ANAPQ- 4A CMIL was t e larest

single factor reducing its overall effectiveness. Other contributinj factors

were operating hours, mechanical failure, and operator efficiency. Operatcrz

showed a higher level of proficiency during high points of enemy activity.

. CO1MENDATIONS:

(a) That suspected launch positions and directio3 arni tizz of

attacks by'fire be recorded and analyzed on a continuous basis to determine

the most likely sectors of search .and optimum operating hours.

(b) That during low points in enemy activity, additional cncra.-.

training be provided by use of artillery registration or the AN/TPA-7 sirulator

to insure a high level of operator proficiency at all times.

ee LOGISTICS.
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INCREASTNG EFFICIE NCY OF AIRLIFT OPERATIONS.

OBSERVATION: Recant airlift operations have'shown that unit:: nct cx-
porienced in air movement have caused inefficient use of aircraft wi.o c. nld
upon to move by air or receive aerial resupply.

EVALUATION: This condition is due mainly to a lack of trair.r. and
an established SOP for airlift operations. Aircraft hovering over pick-up
or landing zones are delayed because the loads are incorrectly rifpcd or
contact, on the ground do not know proper contact'procedures. Sound -.0ts
and preparatory unit training in airlift operations will result in rao-e
efficient utilization of aircraft for battery moves and resupply missions.

RECOM4ENDATI ONS:

(a) That all prospective battery commanders receive an orientation
on air movement and resupply operations upon assignment to a battalion.

• (b) That unit SOP's be reviewed and revised if necessary and that all
personnel involved in airlift operations become thoroughly familiar with the
SOP.

(c) That periodic training in airlift operations be scheduled es-

pecially when there is a turnover of key personnel within the battery.

f. ORGANIZATION. None.

g. OTHER. None.

8 Incl L.D. K. ARD
1. Organization of II FFORCEV Brigadier General, USA
Artillery Commanding
2. Positioning of II FFORCEV
Artillery
3. Heavy Artillery Coverage as

of 31 July 1969
4. Missions of I FFORCEV Artillery
Units

6. 16tre Coverage
7. CI.2 Effectiveness Study
8. Anti-aircraft Activities Study
Incls 5 and 6 wd HQ, DA
DISTRI BUTI ON:
2 - USARPAG
3 - USARV
-3 - II FFORCEV 13
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^VFBC-RE-H (29 Aug 69) Ist Ind
6UBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, II Field Force Vietnam

Artillery for Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (U)

Jx, Hi II FFORC&V, APU San Francisco 96266 1i SEP 1963

iRU: Coinmanding General, US Aray Vietnam, ATT.1 AVWGC(DST), APK 96375

Commander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTN. GPOP-DT, APO 96558

TU: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the

Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational Report -

Lessons Learned of Headquarters, II Field Force Vietnam Artillery for

the period ending 31 July 1969.

F(CR THJ6 CUUN1ANDLR:

ACDNALD

ILT, AC

AIq ,C4
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AVHiGC-L)ST (29 A~ug 69) 2(d Ind
SUBlJ',CT: tperational Report of Headquarters, 11 Field Force Vietnam Artillery

for reriod Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

~IL~u~TA~SUNITED STATES ARMY, VIUT1AM, Aft San Francisco' 96375 1 CT 1969

Tku: '4orniander in Chief, Unted States Army, Pacific, ATTN: CPOP-DT,
kPQ 96558

I.. TIhis headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
f. r tte quarterly period ending 31 July 1969 from Headquarters, 11 Field
Force~ Vietnai. "'rti11ery.

2. Ref erence. itemt concernin, PMRATZUNS"1, section 11, page 10, paragraph 2b;
concur. USARV alloccates munitions to major subordinate comimands whichn real-

ica(ae to thuir suburdinate coimnns. 71he methc-i employed in t.akin~ h ~i
:yc.tt,n .s Iie prturogative of the major subordinate co~mander. The study

co:ducedby 11 FFV Artillery has merit and tLiat headquarters has be. task.-ed)
to Iuxrnis% ~o~ infor'lation. Subsequent to receipt of tlis info-r.ati.cnx,
gz. anal.ysis oi13. be i,..de to' deLeiriine' if othier el,.wents of thu Coninand call

uv:ip Icy this method.

-U i THL C1A~iR

W4ISON
I1LT, AGC
Assistant Adjutant General

.y t'irn-
II .7- trty
NI'. II FFV
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GPOP-DT (29 Aug 69) 3d Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Repcrt of HQ, II Field Force Vietnam Artillery

for Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 16O CT 69

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

CPT, AGC
Aid AG
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1. ,ho following unit io cri.,cd to Il V,'VC :c':V ;I'Vi ": ',
and RUquartors Battory, 8th ZTarfot Acquiiion ""o" •"'"

a. Tho following units are assigned to ':A , 8th TAB, 25th ti.c:.

and attac . or placed OPCON as indicated:

(1) 6th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar) OPCOC. C271C

(2) 9th ,, ,, ,Pc0Io 3,iTC

(3) 76th ,0PCCAI . IC

(4) 79th "' " ,,,,O0; CIAC

(5) 231st , oPCON C.AC

(6) 234th " ,, ,' ATTACHED .2d G?

(7) 246th " ,OPCOI BITAC

(8) 247th " " OPCON C.AC

(9) 248th ,, BICO N I'v-

(10) 249th , ,CCO, c-1AC

(11) 257th " "' 0?CN nTAVF

(12) 258th " "" . 2!'h in Div

(.1) 259th , ,,,CIC ,,1 G.C

(14) 260th " ", ATZV.CHD 23d G?

(15) 267th " ,OCOI'U, TAC

2. Hoadquarters, 11 FFOREV Artillory has one attached : i"
battialion, 5th Battalion (AW)(SP), 2d Artillery. This bettli on has ',i
additional batteries attached as ndicatqd bolow.

Battery D (va)s 71st Artiflem

Battery I (SLT), h Artillory

Inclosuro 1 /7
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3. !Ioaequartero, II FFORCEV Artillar- has opo,'.1tio.-.1 : Cf .A3
artillo.r groups. Tho artillory battalions lic.-.0 Lolow -.ru .:.

to the artillory Groups as indicatod ad aro under oporational controlof II FFORCEV Artillory.

a. 23d Artillory Group

(i) 2d Battalion, 13th Artillery (lOST)

(2) 6th Battalion, 15th Artillery (105T)

(3) Battery F, 16th Artillery (155T)

(4) 3d Battalion, 197th Artillery (155T)

(5) let Battalion, 27th Artillery (155SP)•

(6) 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery (89175SP)

(7). 2d Battalion, 32d 4rtillor, (8/175P) , ..

b. 54th Artillery Group.

(i) 7th Battalion, 9th Artillery (105T)

(2) 2d Battalion, 35th Artillery (155SP)

(3) 5th Battalion, 42d Art5lery (155T)

(4) 7th Battalion, Sth Arbilory (B/175SP)

CONFIDENTIAL
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LOCATION OF II FFORCEV AR:TILLE1Y U.IT' AT 2400, 31 JULY 1f6 .

',::h"T "~o-N " N...... ..

..:ai;, ii FC:{C .v Arty Long Binh 7T'051 i11

i:i, 8th Bn (TAB), 25th Arty Long Binh Y' 051 12

i'%, :3D Arty Gp Phu Loi XT 847 ".

i, 2d 13n, 13th Arty Phu Loi .XT 8 47 152
13try A, 2d Bn, 13th Arty Phu Loi XT 8%0 170.
fltry D, 2d Bn, 13th Arty Phioc Vinh XT 970 /.97
Btry C, 2d Bn, 13th Arty FSB Thunder IV XT 763 802

FQ, 6th 1n, 15th Arty Toy Ninh XT 140 5:0
"try A, 6th Bn, 15th Arty FSB Rawlins III XT 299 415
Btry B, 6th Bn, 15th Arty FSB Hunter XT 372 /,23
8try C, 6th Bn, 15th Arty 5 tubes FSB St Barbara XT 276 680

1 tube Thien Ngon XT 333 900

HQ, 1st Bn, 27th Arty Dau Tieng XT491 47?
Btry A, lot Bn, 27th Arty Dau Tieng -XT 491 473
P.try 11, lst Bn, 27th Arty FSB Stonman XT 301 372
Btry C, 1st Bn, 27th Arty FSB Washington XT 146 568

HQ, 6th .0n, 27th Arty Quan Loi XT 8n9 903
6try A, 6th Bn, 27th Arty Quon Loi XT 811 903
Btry B, 6th Bn, 27th Arty Phuoc Binh YU.142 07
Btry C, 6th Bn, 27th Arty Phuoc Vinh XT 970 497.

HQ, 2d Bn, 32d Arty Tay Ninh XT'165 515
Btry A, 2d Bn, 32d Arty. FSB St Barbara 7T 276 680
Btry B, 2d Bn, 32d Arty 2 T - 8" Tay Ninh. XY 165 51.5

2 T - 1.75 FSB Elaine XT ' -559 047
Btry C, 2d Bn, 32d'Arty Dau Tieng XT 91 4731

"'Q, 3d ltn, 197th Arty Phu Loi XT 8^5.1o9
btry A, 3d i.*n, 197th Arty F." Thunder III XT,768 655'
Btry B, 3d Bn, 197th Arty Phu Loi XT 840 150
Btry C, 3d Bn, 197th Arty FSB Copperhead XT 810 02,

Btry F, 16th Arty. Quan Loi -XT 822 913

inclosurO 2
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LOCATION OF' II FFORCE ARTILERY UNITS AT 2400 31 JULY 1969 (Con,)

11" TLOCATION _COO___!).

HQ, 54th Arty Gp Long Binh YT 045 1 .

HQ, 7th Bit, 8th Arty I Bion Hoa YT 023 115:'
1try A, .7th 14n, 8th Arty ,Don .Luc XF 637 ,/(
Btry U, 7th 1n, 8th Arty i FSB Echo YT 023 1'*',
13t1ry C9 7th Bn, 8th Arty . Xuan Loa YT 164 .'

iN 9 7th Dn, 9th Arty 'I Boarcat YS 167 ,
Btry A, 7th Bn, 9th Arty FSB'Concord YT 03/4 1'l.

Btry B, 7th Bn, 9th Arty Cat Lai XS 959 P',
Btry C, 7th Bn, 9th Arty Xuan Loc YT 473 ('8$

HQ# 2d Bn, 35th Arty Xuan Loc YT,472 o(5

Btry A, 2d Bn, 35th Arty FSB Concord YT 034 174

Btry P , 2d Bn, 35th Arty . Nui Dat YS 434 (61
Htry C, 2d Bn, 35th Arty 3 tubes Xuan Loc YS 472 095

3 tubes FSB Libbey YT 449 2',
"A ,

HQ, 5th Bn, 42d Arty . . Bearcat YS 160 ' J

Btry A, 5th Bn, 42d Arty '4 tubes FSB Magen YT 090 r"-
2 tubes Tra Cu XS 5/47 .

Btry B, 5th Bn, 42d Arty Y3tubee Can Giouo XS 825.711
3.tubes Tan Tru XS 655 (,,'0

Btry C, 5th Bn, 12d Arty Thu Thua XS 548 703

HQ, 5th Bn (AW), 2d Arty Long Binh YT 128 1*'

Btry At 5th Bn, 2d Arty Phu Lol. XT 8/7 1 ,' ,

Btry B , 5th Bn, 2d Arty Cu Chi XT 650 171
Btry C, 5th Dn, 2d Arty ' Dong Tam XS 417 419
Btry D, 5th Bn, 2d Arty Bearcat YT 166 o)1
Btry D (MG) 71st Arty ' Long Binh YT 128 11/.
Btry I (SLT), 29th Arty I i Long Binh YT 128 -./.

1st Platoon * i Lal Khe XT 782 ?Y

2d Platoon ' ' Long Binh' YT 128 114

3d Platoon C Chi , XT 675 I4A.

4 ..

* I, I

I
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MISSIONS OF II FFORCEV ARTILLERY UNITS

1. 23D Artillery Group - General Support II FFOhCEV.

a. 2d Bn, 13th Arty - General Support II FFORCEV.
(1) Btry A - GS-Heinf 1st Infantry Division Artillery
(2) Btry B - GS-Reinf 1st Cavalry Division Artillery
(3) Btry C - GS-Reinf 1st Cavalry Division Artillery

b. Btry F, 16th Arty - GS-Reinf 1st Cavalry Division

c. 1st Bn 27th Arty - General Support II FFORCEV
(1) Btry A - General Support II FFORCEV
(2) Btry B - GS-Reinf 25th Infantry Division Artillery
(3) Btry C - GS-Reinf 25th Infantry Division Artillery

d. 6th Bn 27th Arty - General Support II FFORCEV
(1) Btry A - General Support II FFORCEV
(2) Btry B - General Support II FFORCEV
(3) Btry C - General Support II FFORCEV

e. 2d Bn 32d Arty - General Support II FFOitCEV
(1) Btry A - General Support II FFORCEV
(2) Btry B - General Support IT FFORCEV
(3) Btry C - General Support II FFORCEV

f. 6th Bn 15th Arty - General Support II FFORCEV
(1) Btry A - GS-Reinf 25th Infantry Division Artillery
(2) Btry B - GS-Reinf 25th Infantry Division Artillery
(3) Btry C - General Support II FFORCEV

g. 3d Bn, 197th Arty - General Support II FFORCE/
(1) Btry A - GS-Reing 1st Cavalry Division Artillery
(2) Btry B - GS-Reinj Ist Infantry Division Artillery
(3) Btry C - General Support II FFORCEV

Inclosuro 4
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2. 54th Artillery Group - General Support II FFORCEV.

a. 7th E 9th Arty - General Su:iport II FFORCEV

(1) Btry A - Genernl Support II FFORCMV POF BHTAC
(2) Ltry B - General Support II FFOIICE
(3) Btry C - GS-Roinf 18th ARVIJ Division Artillery

b. 7th 8th Arty - General Support It FRCEV
(1) Btry A - General Support II FFORCEV
(2) Btry B - General Support Ii FFORCEV POF BHTAC
(3) Btry C - General Support II FFORCLV

c. 2d Bn 35th Arty - General Support II FIORCEV
(1) Btry A - General Support II FFORC, V POF BHTAC
(2) Btry B - GS-Reinf 1st Field Regiment Royal Austrailian Artillery
(3) Btry C - 3 tubes GS-Reinf 2d Bn 40th Artillery

3 tubes General Support II FFORCEV

d. 5th Bn 42d Arty - General Support II FFORCEV
(1) Btry A - General Support II FFORCEV
(2) Btry B - GS-Reinf 2d Bh 4th Artillery
(3) Btry C - GS-Reinf 2d Ba 4th Artillery

CONFIDENTIAL



0~ ~~ ~ iC ' 'l~ c ~

~~*-i C ' 0 - . i -

-~~, W\ M4 a . N 4 ~ 0 " tD o

vLAj

''1M

U~0 HH 00 0 0

1. 00 N, N VV H0 0 ~ 0

U34

'-~ 
-I. 0~ ........ mw Iowa=



CONFIDENTIAL

~;f ..TAT~ AESOF ; If(..Y CTIVI

'li U LI.'jTW .1 '30=W) LCCATIONS CP.. SPC, .; : AS I PICTv. 0

THE ATTACHED MAP.

1. VI'UT*i'lY OF AN LOC.

. V1lI1Y OF QiJ I L(

3. C .JJDIAN BORDI.;. !;;)UTH OF THE DOG I1'-7E.

4. Vi(:! NITY OT t. LI C.

5. ITL'i OF NUI B.. D1,2.

6. SCUTHvIST OF TAY NINH.

7. W'.';T AND NORTH OF THE MICHELIN PLANIATION.

8. VICINITY OF THE FILHOL PLANTATION . 'iD ITiE IRON TRIANGLU.

9. SOUTHEAST OF P UXC LOC AND NORTHEAST OF NUI BA DE,

10. SOWUIH OF TI I.'. SIIHOOK.
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