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AVFB-FAC L 28 AUGISES
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, II Field Force Vietram
Artillery for Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFCR-65 (U)

SEZ DISTRIBUTION

1. (C) SECTION 1, OPERATIONS: SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITIES.

AN T CR_LLIL R A AL LS A e e

a., ADMINISTRATIVE/PERSONNEL.

(1) During this period there were five significant personnel changes
in II FFORCEV Artillery. Brigadier General L.D. Kinnard assumed com:and on
21 May 1969, Colonel Joseph N, Hearin, Jr. assumed the position of Deputy
Commander, 6olonel John E, Baker assumed the position of Executive Ofricer,
Lieutenant Colonel Donald K. Locke assumed the position of S3, and L'eutenant
Colonel Ronald J. Lemanski assumed the position of S4.

(2) Personnel rotation has been normal for the period covered by this
report, and replacements have been received in adequate numbers in the majority
of MOS positions, However, MOS shortages continue in’ 05B (Radio Operator), 05C
(Radio Teletype Operator), 63C (General Vehicle Repairman), 71T (Mzintenance
Data Specialist), 72B (Communications Center Specialist), 76Y (Unit Supply
Specialist), and 94B (Cook). :

(3) The following awards were preaenth to assigned and attached
personnels ' ’ '

(a) LEGION OF MERIT = 5.

(b) SILVER STAR - 7.

(c) BRONZE STAR - 65,

(d) AIR MEDAL - 8.

(e) ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL - 71.
(f) PURPLE HEART - 35,

(4) On 22 July 1969, Headguarters.énd Headqua:ters'Battery, II Field
FOR oT vT |

. . . . u.
k332 ' DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
Incqlzsure ‘/ ! ' DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

CONFIDENTIAL | | 00D DIRX 5200.10
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SUBJeCT: Operational ivport of Headquarters, II Fleld Furco Viotn
artillory for the Puriod Znding 31 July i9l¢, a0d Coilu-="+ (U
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Force Vietnam Artillery achieved a catisfactory rating on tho I 7.(

(5) There wore no administrative or tacticel moves by tiis hoLlm
quarters during tho reporting period.

(6) Current organizational structure of II Fi'CICLV Artilicry is at
Inclosure 1. .. :
\

b, QPERATIONS.

(1) GEMERAL. This reporting period was characterized by nurerous
and rapid repositionings of II FFCRCiV Artillery units.to counter uruciflic
enemy threcats that occurred throughout the period, resulting in rasiomusn fire
power being brought to bear on the enemy. The. reporting period wac also
charecterized by the frequent use of heavy artillery to conduct artililery
raids and to provide an assault fire capability™in support of botin 'S wrd
allicd operations, Continuing emphasis is being placed on the imorovement and
modernization of ARVN Artillery. The period was highlighted by the depley-
ment of two new ARVN 105MM battalions and the organization of an Al mobile
battery '

) TACTICAL DEVELOBWMENTS AND MISSIONS OF II FFOMCLV ARTI. I nY [NITS.

Current deployments of II FFORCZV Artillery units are’listed in Irclosure 2.
Heavy artillery coverage for III CTZ is portrayed grephically in Inclosure 3.
Tre current tactical miscions of force artillery units are outlined in
Inclosure 4. Inclosure 5 lists the coordinates of fire support badcs and
other geographical locations cited in this report.

() Heavy artillery coverage changed during the reportine rcericd
with the movement of one 8" section and one 175M section to FSB Zlaine (XT 559
047) on 26 May 69. The movement provided heavy artillery support %o the “9th
ARVN Division and provided coverage along the Angels Wing and Parrois Iecul:
areas on the Cambodian Border. On 21 July, the onc 8" secction was eraned %o
a 1751 section, thus placing two 175V sections at FEB Elaine., Cn 15 dif-
ferent occasions, one 8" of Battery B, Zd Battalion, 32d Artillery woved from
Tay Ninh (AT 168 520) to firing positions located on all sides of Kui Fa Den
(#T 280 580) to destroy enemy bunkers, caves and fighting positions nnd
interdict long used enemy infiltration routes into the mountain cirenyrold,
On 26 June, the 8" platoon of C/7/8 moved from Xuan Loc (YT 464 Gi} to iok-
horse (YS 465 982) to provide hcavy artillery coverage for a three :iny 109tk
LIB operation northeast of Blackhorse. On 25 July thc¢ 8" platoon < :i/7/2

‘moved from FSB EZcho (YT 023 155) to FSB Horseshoe (YS 424 620). For fwo duyry

the platoon moved to FSB Thrust (¥S 494 540) in the moraing, fired Iireei fire
missions into the Long Hai Mountains and returned to Horseshoe in tie everning,

(b) Due to the increased enemy activity in the Xusn Lee arca in

L]
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June, elements of the 1st Cavalry Divisicn deployed from northern II) CTZ
to counter the tnrcat. To provide medium artillery suprort, two piateons
of Battery A, 5th Battalion, 42d Artillery were repositioned from ¥il' Magen
(YT 090 093) to L2 Rock (YT 489 354). The unit provided support from 10-22
June end returned to FSB Magen. )

(¢) To provide artillery support -to Navy and Special Forces
operations along the Van Co Dong River and Kien Cay Canal, a itwo pun platoon
of Battery A, 5th Battalion, 42d Artillery was moved to Tra Cu (XS 47¢ 984)
on 8 June. : :

(d) On 3 June a three gun platoon of Battery B, 2d Battalion,
35th Artillery moved from Xuan Loc (YT 46/ 083) to Gia Ray (YT 636 124) to
support an 18th ARVN Division operation north of Gia.Ray. The platoon re~
mained at Gia Ray until 9 June when it was replaced by a three gun platoon cf
Eattery C, 2d Battalion, 35th Artillery from Xuan Loc, The platoon remzined
at Gia Ray until 23 June when it moved to FSB Concord (YT 034 174) to join
the remainder of the Jattery with the mission of GS II FFV POF BHTAC,

(e) At the close of the last reporting period, Battery D, 2d
Battalion, 13th Artillery (Provisional) was at FSB Dottie (YT 200 537)
supporting Special Forces Nobile Strike Force operations in War Zone D, The
battery moved from FSB Dottie to FSB Terry (YT 081 424) on 16 May and con-
tinued to support the operation until 28 May, On 7 June Battery D was reccon-
stituted and deployed to FSB Ann (YT 507 258) to continue support of ithe 3d
Mobile Strike Force in the heart of Var' Zone D until 15 July. On 16 July
the operation terminated and Battery D returned to Phu Loi (XT 850 i72).

(f) On 15 May Special Forces and CIDG elements becare cnjaged
in heavy contact just outside of ARVN 105MM range at Bu Dep (XU 974 785).
Within four hours after notification, a two gun platoon of Battery F, i16th
Artillery was airlifted into Bu Dop. The platoon began firing imrediately
and contact was broken, The platoon rcmained in Bu Dop supporting Specizl
Forces/CIDG operations until 30 May and then returned to Quan Loi (XT &11 G03).

(g) As the enemy continued his build~-up alcng the Cartodian
Border area northwest of Tay Ninh, Battery C, 1st Battalion, 27th Artillery
was icoved to FSB Washington (XT 146 568) to provide medium support for the
area, On the night of 6 June the battery was instrumental in the defonse of
the 25th Infantry Division's FSB Crook (XT 055 595), During the attrck by
the 83th VA Regiment, the battery fired over 1000 rounds in support of bhate
defense and was credited with 34 NVA KBA, Total results of the attack on FUB
Crook were 323 NVA killed, 10 POW's and two US wounded. From FSB Washingtor,
the battery has conducted six artillery raids moving to Mo Cong (XT 140 615)
andreturning to FSB Washington the same day., )

(h) With the redeployment of two brigades of the 9th Infantry

3.
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Division, .Eattery A, 1st Battalion, BAth Artilicry was moved to Dowr Tax
(X5 410 430) to mako preparations for redeployment,  The withdrews” of Lthe
battery from lonp An Province left a sap in medin artillery coversyo Tor
the Division's 3d Brigade., To compunuate for this garn, a thres fun plutoon
of Battery B, 5th Battalion, 424 Auslillery was moved from Can Guioc (43 8§29
724) to Tan Tru (XS 655 623).

(3) EMPLOYMENT OF IMPROVED CONVENTIONAL MUHITICNS:

(a) The expenditure rate of Improved Conventional Mun'+ions
increased considerably since the last reporting period with 14,801 rounds
being expended in the II FFORCEV Area of Operations curing this pericd as
compared to 2,600 rounds for the previous threc months, This inereuse can

be attributed to the change in the Rules of Engagement, which occurred in
March, permitting the use of ICM against unobserved targets,

(b) The area authorized for expenditure of Improved Conventional
Funitions was increased during the reporting period with the addition of the
Citadel Area (XT 570 250) in Hau Nghia Province.' The.Citadel, a hard core
eremy area, is generally flat and open, .broken only by hedgerows end destroyed
or deserted villages making the area will suited for employment of ICM,

(4) ARVN AND CIDG ARTILLZRY.

(a) ARVN Artillery assets were increased during the reporting
period by the deploy:cnt of the 53d and 253d Artillery Battclions in the 324
and 31st Divisional Tactical Areas respectively., Other significant inprove-
rents made by ARVN include the organization, training and deployrmeni of mobilc
batteries by each of the ARVN divisions operating in the III CTZ., Ia Xzy, the
platoons of Battery C, 181st Artillery Battalion, 18tk ARVW Division werc
released from their territorial missions and organized into a mobilc hottery
at Xuan Loc (YT 464 083)., Where necessary, US artillery deplsoyed ia trhe 18%h
ARVN Division's area of oporations assumed responsibility for the artillery
coverage previously provided by these platoons. After participatinzy in
battery and airmobile -training for approximately four wecks, Battcry C, 1815t
Artillery was airlifted into a position in the southeastern pocrtion of Fruoe
Tuy Province to support regimental operations, Battery A, 51st Artiller
Battalion, 5th ARVN Division was organized into a mobile battery in culy ard
participated in battery and airmobile training which was sponsored vy the
2d Battalion, 33d Artillery, 1st Infantry Division., After completin: its
- training, Battery A was airlifted 'into a position southeast of the !Miechelin
Plantation where it supported &« combined US and ARVN cperation,

(b) During this reporting period, the first phnce of = combined
tRVN, II FFORCEV Artillery, and Specizl Forces program began to provide tho
initial deployment of CIDG Artillery in III CTZ, The program was teiun with
the deployment of two 105MM howitzer platoons, one at the Special Forces Cemp
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at Katum (XT 327 604) and the other &t the Spocial Forces Camp at Trien Npon
(XT 082 813). The howitzars, provided by thz 5th Spocial Forces Group, arc
presently being manned by artillerymen from tho ARVN 25th .Ialantry Division,
The ARVN 25th Infantry Division has agrced to provide personnel at boin

canmps until CIDG personnol are fully trained and rcady to assume the miczsion
of providing their own direct artillery support. With the deployment of the
first of the two platoons at Katum, a phased withdrawal began and the two U3
platoons that had been providing support at Katum and Thien XNgon were redepiay-
ed, In both camps, a liaison team remained to offer assistance ard advice to
ARVN, The second phase of the program will be that of training two platoons
of CIDG artillervmen fully capable of providing their own direcet artiilery
support. A ten week training program will begin on 1 Sepieiier and will be
conducted at the Special Forces CIDG Training Camp.at Trang Sup (XT 166 554).
-CIDG personnel at Katum and Thien Ngon will be carefully screened anc 70 of
the most qualified will be selected to attend the training, M10141 howitzers
will be used for training the CIDG perionnel and will be obtained from USARV
on a 180 day loan, The instructor team, provided:-by the.23d Artille:y Group,
will form on 15 August and receive an.orientation by: Company A, 5th Special
Forces Group on the ethnic background and special problems involved when
training minority elements such as -the Civilian Irregular Defense Groups., The
organization established for conducting’ the training will include US and
Vietnamese officers and NCO's for command and control, interpreters, and
sufficient instructors to present the training to small grov . or at section
level, This is the first time in III CTZ that ARVN has actuzlly participated
in a program to enhance the CIDG fighting capability. Through this program,
a nucleus of trained personnel will be established upon which the Speeial

Forces and the CIDG can expand and provide their own direct artillery support
throughout the III CTZ, ,

(¢) Throughout this reporting period, close liaison was main~
tained with Headquarters, III ARVN Corps Artillery,.and the Headquarters of
the ARVN Division Artilleries, in order to identify areas where US assistance
could be used, R

(5) AVIATICON SUPPORT. At the end of the last reporting period, the
aviation assets available to this headquarters and its assigned, attached
and OPCON units included 13 OH-6A and five OH-23G helicopters., Through a
retrofit program developed by USARV 'aviation section, this headquarters was
scheduled to receive one OH-6A and nine OH-23G helicopters during the report-
ing period, However, a loss of seven OH-6A helicopters was experienced
instead of a gain of one as scheduled. Additionally, only six OH-23G heli-
copters were received, three less than the scheduled assignment. Thc loss
of seven OH-6A helicopters during this.period was attributed to one by
acclient, transfer by hand receipt of one OH-6A to the 25th Aviation Company,
and the reassignment of five OH-6A helicopters to the 1st Cavalry, 4th Infantry
and 9th Infantry Divisions, While ths total loss of aircraft durirg the pericd
wvas only one, the replacement of soven'OH-éA helicopters with six less desirable

5.
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-1 &irddog fixed wing aircraft during the rceporiing perlod, Thi lcuﬁq“\‘\_PS
urrcntly receives the daily mission aircraft suppori of two UH-'P nelienvters
ard five 0-1 fixed wing airerafit. In an attcmpt to alleviate the nirerilt
shortage which doveloped during this period, this hoodmuarters recunnted -
ditional avistion support from headquarters, II Ficld Force Viebn:r zni nrn’ri-

ment of additional OH-GA helicopters by USARV, In reply to these ﬁuqua"L;

oro

I r~old Force Vletnuw Artillcry also lost the suvpo“‘ of two d 1’y n

[¢]

i3,
avintion,support was received on a tiscion basis from the 13t Cavelry, 1st Infan-
try and 25th Infantry Divisions, In addition, USARV hal prédpremme! the azoirn-

ment of four OH-23G helicopters, ono of which was received grior o the cleoe o
this reporting period. t

(6) ARTILLERY ACCIDENTS AND INCIDENTS. Accidents and incidents
continue to be a source of friendly cusualties and as such, & mattor of grove
concern for all artillerymen. The most outstandirg cuusal arecas ol sccident
and incidents during the roporting per;od werc -liaison/clearance errors and
firing battery errors, -

[A]

(a) Liaison/Clearance Errors. There has been a sirniicant
increase in liaison/clearance errors during this period as compareti te nrevious
seriods. Primarily, these errors have becn caused by the n;sunucrutﬁ“ﬂ-“ﬂ or

target identification systems between clearance agencies, failure te nerforn

reguired double checks on overlays.and target lists, failurc to main: CO"WlPtu
coordination and failure to obtain sufficient clearances. The ra-id turnover
of personnel and the high degree of control which must be exercisal over fire

0.x;mort has necessitated that all personnel becone thoroughly familiar with
the nrescribed rules of engagement and the procedures for clearing turpets.

REY RIS

errors werc caused by negligence and violation of sound f1‘1np teclniguas, Asg
a result, attention to detail and sound, established firing baticry tcchalsues
have received increased command emphasis,

(b) Firing Battery Errors. During the peried, firinr hattery

(7) IMPROV“"VT QF MAZTRO COVEHAGH. With the redcploymvnt ol two
brirsades of the 9th Infantry Division, the metro station at FSE Kl-w T
(%S 617 274) relocated to Nha Be (XS 921 814) on 26 Jun 69, Tests conducted
hy tue II FFORCEV Artillery Metro Quality Control Tcam lndTCﬂtLd ‘“v* data
recuived from the Bien Hoa metro station was not always valid in the nvea

tone

"ouzh and west of Saigon due to ‘the difference in altitude rad che..c~ 4in
tmosphoric conditions between the two arcas, ‘'With the move to fihn ‘e, rira-
ly und accurate metro data is now available to all artillery unite in IIT CT4,

(8) HICR ACTIONS. During the reporting period, MICI's wave proccsscd
for tho Machine Gun Battery (D/71si Arty) attached to the 5in Dut 1u‘1on, 2

.

Artillery and for Headquarters and Headquarters Battery of the Fioli Artiliery

CONFIDENTIAL o -
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Groups, Primary changoes roquested for the machlrc gun battery ineluded the
addition of vehicle maintenance personnel o, snpport the unit which ic de-
ployed throughout III CTZ and ine replacement of 2% ton trucks with 5 ton
trucks as a prime movor for-the weapons system, The weignt of the mun mount
plus the armer plating that 1s added to the vehicle have significantly
contributed to the units maintenance problems as the weight limitations for
the 2% ton trucks are séverely evceeded. The primary changes requested for
the artxllery group headquarters battery include the addition of a bulldozer
to speed up preparation of fire support bases and the upgrading of key precon-
nel in the operations section to align the grade structure with that of a
division artillery oporations section.

(9) COMBINED US/ARVN ARTILLERY SUPPORT. During the past quarter
considorable command emphasis has been placed on US utilization of improved
ARVN artillery fire support assets, Artillery commanders have been enjoined

to insure that the positions of ARVN artillery within support distancc of

their base camps and areas of Operations are plotted and that these assets
be included in fire planning,

(10) COMPUTERIZATION OF THE COMBAT READINESS EVALUATION (CRT) PROGRAM
Tho CRE is a detailed inspection of artillery firing batteries conducted by
battalion and group headquar® i, The inspections are conducted along guide-
lines established by this headquarters which include FDC organization and
general procedures/operations, metro operations, FADAC operations, flrlng
battery operations/procedures and fire missions, and ammunition storage
administration and fire protection, Each inspection (6 inspections per battery
per year) results in a formal report which details to a high degree all shorti-
comings. Six months experience with the CRE program has resulted in a mass-
ive amount of data which defied analysis. The computerization of the CRE
results is designed to provide a meanlngful mechanical analysis and bummarv.
Three computer printout reports are planned; CRE results by unit, CRE result
by inspection area and an inspection schedule. These reports will be publish-
ed monthly and distributed to commanders for their use 'in analyzing unit
strengths, weaknesses and combat effectiVeness. The first printout will be
made in September 1969. ’

¢, INTELLIGENCE.

(1) AN/MPQ-ZA COUNTERNORTAR RADAR EFFECTIVENESS.

(a) An evaluation and analysis of the efrectxvene of all
AN/MPQ-4A countermortar radars (CMR) employed within III CTZ was conductad for
the period January 1969 through June 1969 to determine if there was any in-
erecasing or decreasing trend developing in the overall effectiveness of the
radar, To depict this in graphic form the number of sightings acquired during
all attacks by fire, which were within range of a CMR in III C7Z, was deter-
mined for each five day period. The percent of sightings acquired wus deter-

7
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mined from this data and reflectod an overall clffoctivencos fimre & uruvnrd—
a3 the fact that the set may have bul. shut down for normal non-oy: hing hovol
wcrlodlc downtime due to mochunical difrieulticc or ihe facht tunh ti. T VLD

searching a soctor of scan othor tHun “ho clrcct‘on of the inconing rouns

(b) Out of 1 , 759 attackc by fire over tne gi" manth poering, the
overall effectiveness average was 19.44% with 342 confirmed launch lcaatione
determined, Thore was a slight but not significant decrease in effcetiveness

over the six month period.

(¢) A comprchensive ana”: .c was mede for the two monihs of Yay
and June 1969 to resolve the factors most frequently affecting the cupability
of the set. The fact that the set is only able to .scan a 445# sector at eny
time is the most recurring reason for non-sightings. Out of 537 atinzks by
fire in these two months, 253 occurred out of sector, 56 occurred cduring
normal off-time of the crews, 20 occurred while the .set was down for rechanical
failure leaving 208 attacks in which sightings by operators were pocsible.-

Out of these 208 attacks, 89 sightings were made reflecting an overall operator
efficiency of 42.8. The above analysis is reflected by Division in Irclesure 7.
An analysis such as this can be conducted at unit level and should provide a
good indication of weak areas in the operations, Tnis analysis may be used to
“izprove CMR effectiveness.,

(d) Even though the set has many limitations, it is possible
to increase its effectiveness, Using units should insure that:

1+« Intelligence information available is being ef¢minea
and analyzed carefully to determine the most effective sector of secarch,

.2, Provisions are made to insure that ‘the sct is operational
during the most likely periods of attack.

3. Maintenance procedures are carefully evaluated to deier-
mine if technical assistance or additio ~ training is necded.

L. Operators are performing at an acceptable level of
proficiency and if not, provide the training required.

(2) TRAINING ARVN ON THE AN/TPS-25A GROUND SURVEILLANCE Riiiin (GSR).
During July 1969, a two week orientation course for ARVN personnel was con-
ducted hy the 2d Arty Sect Det (RDR), 8th TAB, 25th Arty. Sixteen ARV sipnul
personnel completed the training which consis ted of radar thcory, radiar opera-
tions, target plotting, maintenance, replacement of parts, and gencrator opora-
tions., The personnel were divided into two groups with one group rccciving
instruction on radar operations while the other group received instructhﬂ on
maintenance operations. The groups rotated at the completion of the firs
weecks training. Each student was familiarized with the basic fundamc wtals of

8
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquurtors, II Field Torce Vi.iuem

Artillery for Period Ending 31 July 196S, RCS C°“OR-65 (t)

the radar set. The instruction was enthusiastically rcce;ved.and 2l percon-
noel showed considerable progress during the course,

(3) EFFECTS OF ENSMY ANTI-ATRCRAFRT WHAPCHS,

(a) On 1 July 1969 a stadistical study was initiated b
FFORCEV Arty for the purpose of analyzing anti-aireraft activities wit u;
III CTZ, The study presented an analysis of these activities in terrs o
number of aircraft engaged, altitude ol engagement, type of weapons used a
geographic areas of activity., The statistics analyzed wers on a daily basi

fgggiay and June 1969 and on a weekly basis from January 1968 through June

P!
£ tre
nd
s

(b) It was found that for the period analyzed:

. 1. The encmy was able to hit 32p and down 12% of those
aircraft fired on (715 aircraft in May and June 1969),

2, Most aircraft (56%) roceived fire at low altitudes
(0-499 %), :

'3, Aircraft received the majority of fire (55%) from smsll
arms fire and the largest percent.of aircraft (37%) were downed by small arms,

b Automatic weapons and heavy machine guns, although
utilized to a lesser degree, .secemed to be more effective than small arus, n*

5. Although some High points of anti-aircraft attacks did
coincide with high points of attecks by fire (rockets and mortars on allied
installations), no trend could be determined. :

6. Eneny anti-aircraft activity incrpased with the increasc
in aireraft assets in III CTZ,

7. Specific geographic areas of III CTZ were identified
as high density anti-aircraft activity areas and generally correspord with the
disposition of enemy forces, A map depicting high density anti-aircralt
activity areas is attached as Inclosure 8.

8. Heavier anti-aircraft weapons were used more {requently
in border arcas.

9, Some anti-aircraft attacks vere repeatedly initiated
from the same specific terrain locations,

(6) This analysis wus made to poriray the total anti-aircraft
activities in III CTZ, The analysis is bding continued to obtain irdividual
unit statistics and to determine what action is being.taken to counier the
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Oporational Report of Headquarters, II Field Forco Vietnan
Artillery for Period Ending 31 July 1909, RCS CSFOR-65 (U)
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AV D=AC
SUBJECT:

oneny anti-aircraft threat.
d. LOGISTICS.

ATRLIET OPERATIONS. II Field Force Vietnam Artillery made extenuive -2 of
aircraft capabilities during the reporting period to support fire cupncst
bases throughout III CTZ. Air Force and Army aircraft flew a total ot 2,07%
sorties, airlifting a total of 23,458,796 pounds, II Field Force Vi ****
Artillery was credited with 95, 34% aircraft utilization during the rariod.
The breakdown by type of mission is as follows:

(1) Air Force (Fixed Wing):

Tactical Emergency . 15 Sortiss
Emergency Resupply - 9 Sorties
Combat Essential 69 Sorties
Priority I ' 555 Sorties

TOTAL . 648 Sorties
TOTAL WEIGHT- 6,656,790 Pounds

(2) Army (Rota?y Wing):

Combat Essential i 80 Sorties
Priority I : 1,351 Sorties

TOTAL 1,431 Sorties
TOTAL WEIGHT 16,802,006 Pounds

2, (C) SECTION 2, L=SSONS LEARN:D: COMMANDER'S OBSERVATIONS, EVALUATIONS,
AND RECOIMENDATIONS.,

a, PERSONNEL. None,

"b, OPERATIONS.

OBSERVATIONs Distribution of artillery ammunition allocated to II
FFPORCEV Artillery should be based on the potential demand for ammunitioca of
each command as determined by analysis of those factors which most infiuence

expenditures,
EVALUATION: An analysis was performed of five principal faasicrs wnich

were determined to best represent each major command's potential for urmunition
requirements, The factors considered are; that proportion of the toltul arez

10
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in III CTZ which falls under the range fans of the US aritillery with I FrlLSLY
which 1s coverod by the weapons of a piven artillery command, short L1
coverage; that portion of total maneuver unit contacts sugporived by @3
which werc supported by the weapons of a given commandy ard ine preportlicas of
all proparations, counterbattery missions and acquired targeils ensfap-d whlch
were fired or engaged by the weapons of a given command, ZEacih unit': lnetor
shares for each caliber of weapon employed are weighted by a factor representa-
tive of the degree of relative importance of each of the five factors to deier-
mine the unit's share of the total potential demand for ammunition,” Thls sharc
is normalized by averaging with the unit's percentage share of the toial number
of tubes in each caliber. The resultant percentage figure representis that
unit’s share of the ammunition allocation for each caliber. This syustem is
morc equitable than simply distributing ammunition based on each unii's per-
formance during the previous allocation period since it measures potuntials

for demand and evaluates the relative needs of each unit by a single standard
which considers both the past expenditure experience of each unit eni those
factors which represent potential requirements for future expenditurcs.

RECOMMENDATION: That .this system of distributing ammunition be
considered for employment by other commands as a means of increasing cxpend-
iture efficiency. .

c. TRAINING. None.

d. INTELLIGENCE.

— e

GROUND SURVEILLANCE RADARS (GSR).

(1) DISPLACEMENT PROCEDURES IN THE OFFENSIVE EMPLOYMERT OF ~¥/TPS-25a

OBSERVATION: The AN/TPS-25A GSR is an effictive tergct acquisi-
tion and intelligence information gathering device when employed offensively
in suspected areas of enemy movement. However, this type of employ:cni requires
continuous repositioning which can be detrimental to continuous operation of
the set.

‘ EVALUATION: Due to the sensitivity of the set, it is extremely
important that the equipment be carefully handled, properly packed cnd secured
prior to movement, The radar should always be stowed in the radar sheltex
while in transit, .

RECOM-ENDATIONS:

(a) That AN/TPS-25A crews be given additional training in handl-
ing, packing and displacement procedures,

(b) That, when possible, a qualified technician be avuilable at
the new location to check the set for proper adjusiments and provide ussistence

1 -
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aS nocussary.

] v .  r vewn . v e .« e '
(2) DEFENSE AGAINST ROCKET AND MORTAR ATTACKS

PRI S

OBSERVATION: The enemy rocket capability has been prizmarily
used to maintain pressure and inflict maximum damage and casualtics with 2
rninimum expenditure of resources,

4 v

EVALUATION: Prompt reaction to rocket attucks by lncating ¢

;oeneny
firing positiona is essential, One technique in countering attaciks oy fire is
placing mancuver forces in the suspected firing sites as soon as praetlical
following the attack. Through reconnaissance, terrain analysis and inicilicence
information, a list of enemy launch positions can be compiled. Cor.pnring thic
1list with the visual and electronic sightings acquired during the ci--cl, mna-

eurer forces can be directed into suspect areas with an increased probability
of success in locating enemy forces, The location of enemy personncl, equip-
ment and ammunition caches is the primary objective, but the confirmztion of
the suspected position as an actual firing site will help improve thc cffeci-
iveness of the defense against rocket and mortar attacks (DARMA) program,

RECOMMENDATION: That the technique described above be employed
whenever possible. .

(3) AN/MPQ-4A COUNTERMORTAR RADAR (CMR) EFFECTIVENESS.

OBSERVATION: An evaluation conducted'for the period Jaruary 1069
through June 1969 on the use of the AN/MPQ-4A CMR showed a slight decrcase in
effectiveness during the reporting period. (REF: Para 1¢(1))

WVALUATION: Due to the enemy's capability to launch atiack
fire from 6400f, the small sector of scan of the AN/MPQ-4A CMR was tie
single factor reducing its overall effectiveness., Other contributir: £
were operating hours, mechanical failure, and operator efficiency. OCpe
showed a higher level of proficiency during high points of enemy aciivi

RECOMMENDATIONS ¢

(a) That suspected launch positions and directiors snd timsc of
attacks by fire be recorded and analyzed on a continuous basis to determine
the most likely sectors of search .and optimum operating hours.

(b) That during low points in enemy activity, additional cperator
training be provided by use of artillery registration or the AX/TPA=7 sinulaior
to insure a high level of operator proficiency at all times,

e, LOGISTICS.
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INCREASING EFFICTENCY OF ATRLIFT OPERATICHS.

OBSERVATION: Recont airlift operations have shown that ualt: ne* ex-
porienced in air movement have caused inefficient use of aireraft wi.n calied
upon to move by air or receive aerial resupply.

EVALUATION: This condition is due mainly to-a lack of trairing and
an cstablished SOP for airlift operations. Aireraft hovering over piclk-up
or landing zones are delayed because the loads are incorrectly rigmed or
contacts on the ground do not know proper:contact procedures, Sound LJP's
and proparatory unit training in airlift operations will result in more
efficlent utilization of airecraft for battery moves and resupply micsions,

RECOMIMENDATIONS $

(a) That all prospective battery commanders receive an orientation
on air nmovement and resupply operations upon assignment to a battalion,

- (b) That unit SOP's be reviewed and revised if ﬁecessary and that all
personnel involved in airlift operations become thoroughly familiar with the
S0P, :

(¢) That periodic training in airlift operations be scheduled es-
pecially when there is a turnover of key personnel within the battery.,

£, ORGANIZATION. None,

g. OTHER. None.,

[

8 Incl L.D. K '

1. Organization of II FFORGEV . Brigadier General, USA
Artillery Commanding -

2. Positioning of II FFORCEV

Artillery

3. Heavy Artillery Coverage as

of 31 July 1969

L. Missions of II FFORCEV Artillery
Units .
~Sr—hiphabebicat—rabing-of—Etbes—
~br—Nebro—Coverage- ‘

7. CIR Effectiveness Study

8. Anti-aircraft Activities Study
Incls 5 and 6 wd HQ, DA
DISTRIBUTION:

2 = USARPAC

3 - USARV ~ ‘

3 = II FFORCEV 13




AVFBC-RE-H (29 Aug 69) 1st Ind
SUBJBCT: Operational Report of Headguarters, II Field Force Vietnam
Artillery for Period Ending 31 July 196%, RCS CSFUR-65 (v
Oa, Hg II FFORCEV, APU San Francisco 96266 11 SEP 1968
[HRU: Commanding Ceneral, US Army Vietnam, ATTH: AVHGC(DST), APC 96375
Commander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, APO $6558

To: Assistant Chisf of Staff for Force Development, Departmnt of the
Army, #ashington, D.C. 20310

This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational Report -
Lessons Learned of Headquarters, II Field Force Vietnam Artillery for

the period ending 31 July 1969.

B. G. MACDQNALD
ILT, AGC
Assl /G

FLR THE CUMMaNDzR:

/9




AVHGC- ST (29 aug 69) 2d Ind

SUBJ+CT: Cperational Report of Headquarters, II Field Force Vietnam Artillery
for Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl)

N UART GRS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APC San Francisco’ 96375 1 OCT 1969

Tu:  Cormander in Chief, United States army, Pacific, ATIN: GPOP-LT,
APC 96558

l. This headquarters has reviewed the Cperational Report-Lessens Learned

for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1969 from lleadquarters, II Field
Force Vietnam artillery.

Z+ Reference itew concernm‘ "CPERATICES", section 1I, page 10, paragraph 2b;
concur. USARY allccates munitions to major sutordinate conmands whicui real-
lvcate to thelr subcrdinate coumanus. The methes employed in waking the real-
location s the prerogative of the major sulordinate commander. The study.
conducted by II FFV Artillery has merit and that headquarters has beur tashed
to furnish addizional infoniation. Subsequent to receipt of this informaticn,
«1. analysis vill be nade to deieiwine if othier eluwents of the Conmand can
wrploy this method.

FOr THE COIfAiDERe

. WILSON
ILT, AGC
Assistant Adjutant General

Gy furn:

i1 ¥V arty .

ey 11 FEV
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GPOP-DT (29 Aug 69) 3d Ind (U)

SUBJECT: Operational Repart of HQ, II Field Force Vietnam Artillery
for Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

RQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 14 Q0CT69

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

CPT, AGC
Asst AG
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CONFIDENTIAL

1. The following unit 4s essimed to II FirliCHV Awbillesy: st o
and Headquartors Battory, Bth Targot Acquisitica Tuotinlion, Shba Lebitiiy.

a. Tho following units are assipgned to iHB, 8th TAB, 25th Artillery.
and avtachen or placed OPCON as indicated: '

(1) 6th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar) CPCC CIAC

(2) gth n n S noo OPCGI BHTAC

(3) 76th v " n n OPCON LHTAC

(4) 79th " " " OFCON ClAC

(5) 231st v v , " n OPCON CHAC
(6) 23uthn o i ATTACHED 22d GP
(7) 246th v " e OPCOI BRTAC

(8) 247th v n o ', o OPCON CHMAC

(9) 2u8th v L .o " OPCON BHTAC
(10) 249th v v tow " CRCON CMAC
(11) 257th » "o " " GPCON RTAVF
(12) 258th " " " " KTTACHED 25tk Inf Div
(13) 259th " " B " CPCCH C.UAC

(14) 260th " " " " ATTACHED 23d GP
(15) 267th »  » oW " OPCGH" ETTA

2. Yoadquarters, II FFORCEV Artillery has one attached autc .tic woazons
battalion, Sth Battalion (AW)(SP), 2d Artillery. This battuiion has Lo
additional batteries attached as indieated bolow.

Battery D (MG), 71st Artillery
Battery I (SLT), <th Artillery
Inclosure 1 ‘ 17

Organization
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3. Yeadquarters, II FFORCEV Artillcx-y has opor :‘.,10‘:.1 contrel ef
artillery groups, The artillery battalions lisied Lelew aru .on ,.v:

to the artillery groups as indicatod and aro under opcra. .;on.zl contro
of II FFORCEV Artillery. .

Lo

a, 23 Artillgry Group

(1) 2d Battalion, 13th Artillery (1057)
(2) 6th Battalion, 15th Artillery (105T)
(3) Battery F, 16th Artillery (155T) .

(L) 3d Battalion, 197th Artillery (155T)
(5) 1st Battalion, 27th Artillery (155SP) .
(6) 6th Battalien, 27;.11 Artillery (8/175SP)
(7). 24 Battalion, 32d Artillery (8/175P)
b. 54th Artillery Group. |
(1) 7th Battalion, 9th Artine:-y (105T)
(2) 2d Battalion, 35th Artillery (1555P)
(3) 5th Battalion, 42d Artillery (155T)
(4) 7th Battalion, 8th Artiliory (8/175SP)

19
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LOCATION OF II FFORCLEV ARTILLEXY UNITS AT 2400, 31’&ULY 1960

......

i1Qy «3D Arty Gp

2d Bn, 13th Arty
Btry A, 2d Bn, 13th Arty
vy B, 2d Bn, 13th Arty
Btry C, 2d Bn, 13th Arty

TN

6th i'n, 15th Arty
ftry &, 6th Bn, 15th Arty
Btry B, 6th Bn, 15th Arty
Biry C, 6th Bn, 15th Arty

HQ, 1st Bn, 27th Arty 4
Btry A, 1st En, 27th Arty
Ptry B, 1st Bn, 27th Arty
Btry C, 1st Bn, 27th Arty

HQ, 6tn Bn, 27th Arty
Btry A, 6th Bn, 27th Arty
Etry B, 6th Bn, 27th Arty
Btry C, 6th Bn, 27th Arty

2d Bn, 324 Arty
Btry A, 2d Bn, 32d Arty-
Btry B, 2d Bn, 32d Arty 2
2
Btry G, 2d Bn, 32d Arty

i@, 3d kn, 197th Arty
Btry A, 3d £n, 197th Arty
Btry B, 3d Bn, 167th Arty

Btry C, 3¢ Bn, 197th Arty

Btry F, 16th Arty .

Inclosure 2

5 tubes
1 tube

P gn
T - 175
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Quan Loi

(9

10TATTON
ERCZE AN

Long Binh
Long Binh
Phu Lol
Phu Loi

Phu Loi
Phuoe Vinh

FSE Thunder IV

Tay Ninh

FSB Rawlins ITI

FEB Hunter

FSB St Barbara

Thien Ngon

Dau Tieng‘

. Dau Tieng

FEE Stoneman

FSB Washington

Quan Loi
Quan Loi
Phuoc Binh
Phuoc Vinh

Tay Ninh

FSB St Barbara

Tay Ninh
FSB Elaine
Dau Tieng

Phu Loi

F&3 Thunder III

Phu Loi

FSB Copperhead

L ol e L AN T
v\,f‘\ [ A
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Y 107
802

520
55
N
5 680
900
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630

515
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3720

5 515
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HQ,

HQ,

ld,

HQ,

HQ,

HQ,

GUIT
54th Arty Gp

7th Bn, 8ih Arty

Btry &, 7th Bn, Bth Arty
Btry B, 7th bLn, 8th Arty
Btry C, 7th Bn, 8th Arty

7th Bn, 9th Arty
Btry A, 7th Bn, 9th Arty
Btry B, 7th Bn, 9th Arty

Btry C, 7th Bn, 9th Arty .

2d Bn, 35th Arty
Btry A, 2d Bn, 35th Arty
Btry E,

5th Bn, 42d Arty

Btry A, 5th Bn, 424 Arty

Btry B, 5th Bn, 42d Arty

Btry C, 5th Bn, 42d Arty

5th Bn (AW), 2d Arty

Btry A, Sth Bn, 2d Arty

Btry E, 5th Bn, 2d Arty
Btry C, 5th Bn, 2d Arty
Btry D, 5th Bn, 2d Arty
Btry D (MG), 71st Arty
Btry I (SLT),

1st Platoon

24 Platoon

3d Platoon

2d Bn, 35th Arty -
Btry C 2d Bn, 35th Arty

29th Arty

CONIiL T.NTIAL

TOCATION OF II FFORCEV ARTI%J!EX UNITS AT 2400, 31 JULY 1969 (Cont)
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3 tubes .

LOCATION
Long Binh

Bien Hoa

Ben .Luc

FSB Echo
Xuan Loc

Bearcat °
FSB Concord
Cnt Lai
Xuan Loc

Xuan Loc
FSB Concord
Nuil Dat
Xuan Loc
FSB Libbey

Bearcat
FSB Magen
Tra Cu
Can Giouc
Tan Tru
Thu Thua

Long Binh
Phu Loi

Cu Chi

Dong Tam
Bearcat

" Long Binh

Long Binh

" Lail Khe .
.~ Long Binh’
, Cu Chi

CONF\DEN TIAL
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COORDINF 1S

YT 045 11

YT 023 157
XS 637 16
YT on3 1"
YT 464 07

Y5 167 o
YT 034 174,
XS 050 o

YT 473 078

YT 472 005
YT 034 174
YS 434 (1
YS 472 095
YT LL9 294,

YS 160 <
YT 090 01
XS 5.7 o4
XS 825.711
XS 655 (.0
XS 548 703

YT 128 1.
XT 847 171
XT 650 170
XS 417 479
IT 166 Ny
YT 128 114

" XYT 128 -4
© XT 782 20

YT 128 134
XT 675 1/6
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MISSIONS OF II FFORCEV ARTILLERY UNITS

1. 23D Artillery Group - General Support I FFOHCEV.

8.

b.

Cas

d.

€.

f.

1 B

2d Bn, 13th Arty - General Support II1 FFORCEV, .
(1) Btry A - GS-Reinf 1st Infantry Division Artillery
(2) Btry B - GS-Reinf 1st Cavalry Division Artillery
(3) Btry C - GS-Reinf 1st Cavalry Division Artillery

Btry F, 16th Arty -~ GS~Reinf 1st Cavalry Division

1st Bn 27th Arty - General Support II FFORCEV

(1) Btry A - General Support II FFORCEV

(2) Btry B - GS-Reinf 25th Infantry Division Artillery
(3) Btry C - GS-Reinf 25th Infantry Division Artillery

6th Bn 27th Arty - General Support II FFORCEV
(1) Btry A - General Support II FFORCEV
(2) Btry B - General Support 1I FFORCEV
(3) Btry C - General Support II FFORCEV

2d Bn 32d Arty - General Support II FFORCEV
(1) Btry A - General Support II FFORCEV
(2) Btry B - General Support IT:FFORCEV
(3) Btry C - General Support II:FFORCEV

6th Bn 15th Arty - General Support II FFORCEV

(1) Btry A - GS-Reinf 25th Infantry Division Artillery
(2) Btry B - GS-Reinf 25th Infantry Division Artillery
(3) Btry C - General Support II FFORCEV

3d Bn, 197th Arty - General Support II FFORCEV

(1) Btry A - GS-Reinf 1st Cavalry Division Artillery
(2) Btry B - GS-Reinf 1st Infantry Division Artillery
(3) Btry C - General Support II FFORCEV .

Inclosure 4

._,2 :,J\ :
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2. 54th Artillery Group - General Support II FFORCEV.

- 1Y

Ce

d,

7th Bn 9th Arty - General Sunport II FFORCEV

(1) Btry A - General Support I1I FFOHCEV POF BHTAC
(2) Btry B - General Support II FFORCEV

(3) Btry C = GS-Keinf 18th ARVN Division Artillery

‘7th 8th Arty - General Support Il FFORCEV
(1) Btry A .- General Support 1l FFORCEV
(2) Btry B - General Support II FFORCEV POF BHTAC
(3) Btry C - General Support II FFORCuV

2d Bn 35th Arty - General Support II FIORCEV
(1) Btry A - General Support II FFORCLV POF BHTAC
(2) Btry B = GS-Reinf 1st Field Regiment Royal Austrailian Artillery
(3) Btry C - 3 tubes GS-Reinf 2d Bn 40th Artillery
3 tubes General Support II FFORCEV

5th Bn 42d Arty - General Support II FFORCEV
(1) Btry A - General Support II FFORCEV

(2) Btry B - GS-Reinf 2d Ba 4th Artillery
(3) Btry C - GS-Reinf 2d &).I.th Artillery

23

CONFIDENTIAL



TVIINIAHNOD

T 8°0¢t [ 65 By
r4 S 4414 = Koy oYLEE

€T 0°0 sunp

o O v
0
~

ST ‘0°0 ST . Key 4} 3 0)

8 o ¢ b o

8T AN St 18 amp
61 of 6°01 ot z6 Koy  A1g Jur wic>

&)

7 0o € g;  eump
Y€ 7°50 € 9¢ Koy Alq Jul 436
92 (4¥]% 81 ) 4 eunp

e
?
-
N
ot
o
v
~

ot [N § nT e

T R0 v etmy-

PD)
"\ Q n\ - o
(@) N W o~ [

n «
6 rAd 4 L e Loy ATQ JuT 3ST

TANTT T =TT T ey CAARER e S o T T T A b e N~ )
Tyt SUINIT THIM SNINAL CNLY DNINHONDD) SNIY S ¥ TYIYL TTINT HIMY Jien

(RS R A N S A Y. e .
% . “on - - AR T e s el VS 2R e ee T
fvE . o UL IR W VRIS
-.ulfin.n-t..wvn:l-

7

v
Y

INC' Honl

NN SRy > Qppn—-

4

B e e L




CONFIDENTIAL

EAS OF AT I-AIRGHFT ACTIVI .3

UHiS BELUW LISTED .. “3LRED LCCATIONS CORRLSPC: ) . ! AS 1 PICTuw U
" THE ATTACHED MAP.

1. VICINITY CF AN LOC.

2. VitIEITY OF Qs Lea.

3. C..3GDIAN BORDL.. 5OUTH OF THE DOG FAlE.

4o ViCINITY OF Ditl ¢ LIC. |

5. NCiGK OF NUI B.. DEN.

6. SUNTIEST OF TAY NINH.

7. WEST AND NORTH OF THE MICHELIN PLANTATION,

8. VICINITY OF THE FILHOL PLANTATION . D THE IRON TRIANGLE.
9. SOUTHEAST OF PEK LOC AND NORTHEAST CF NUI BA DE

10. - SGUTH OF THE }*. SHHOOK.

INCLOU T 8
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