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CONFIDENTIAL

o HEADQUARTERS ~ "~
' 3D SQUADRON 175 AIR CAVAIRY
QUARTER ENDIMNG

30 Apr 69

AVGC-B
SUBJECTs Operational Report-lessons learned of 3d Squodron, 17th Air

Cavalry for Period Ending 30 April 1969. RCS CSFR-65 (R1)
(UTIC-WAAMAA)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

SECTION 1
Significant Aotivities

1. (U) XLIRODUCTION:

2. MISSION: The squadron!s basic mission has been that of providing
recomnzissance, surveillance, secwrity, and eoonomy of force.

b. ORGANIZATION: Tho squadron is organized under IR 17-95T.4cind
June 1965 and USARPAC General Order 401 dated Auguat 1968, In eddition, B.L/ICD
toams are attaohed (1 per air cavalry troop) by 12th Group General Order 55
datod July 1960 and General Ordor 60 dated Awqust 1960, Tho ourrent organi=
zotion ptructure and undt locatione are listed in inclosure 1 axd 2,

2. (FOUC) FIRSOIIMEL:

Qe YSOMEL CHANGES: Tollowing is the command group snd principle
staff os of 70 April 1969, with the ohanges during the periods:

IFADQUARTERS 3D SQUADRON 17TH AIR CAVAIRY

I7C JON B. FITCH co No Change
TVAJ RODERT He HALEY X0 Wo Change
1iid JOSEPH L. KULMAYER 53 No Change
1LT HOWALD W, HACKETT S1 lo Chenge
C IAROLD A, HILTZ s2 o Change
CPr SLANIEY N. CENLER sS4 No Change

FOR 0T vT

b9 I1bLY

Inclosure

- CONFIDENTIAL
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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.. ‘BUBJECT: Operationel Report-Lessons Learned of 34 Sq\ndron, 17th Adx

Cavalry for Period Ending 30 April 1969. RCS CSPCR-65 (R1)

( UIC-WAAMAL)
CPT SC1 IUYLIIL . COUNIIF  LXT CO Tleplaocod MAJ John #.B. Pope 23Febb9
CPI JAIS P, SI\MLL‘ON HALM OIF Repleced CW2 Wayne K., Roberts 2Feb69

MAJ

.;URHETT R. SANDIRS A Trp CO Yo Change

MAJ VILIARD D. COMKLIN B Trp CO  Replaced MAJ Wallaoe R, Napier 19Febs9
MAJ DILLY Je SLUSIER CTrp CO  Replaoed MAJ Perry To Brasusll  15Apx69
CPT WILLIAM C. WIITE D Trp CO Mo Change

b. UHI? STREIGTIS AS OF 30 ARMIL 1969t The squadron is authorized -

85 Officers, 103 Warrant Officers, and 843 enlisted men, Assigned strength .
et the end of the reporting period was 106 Offioers, 79 Woaxrrent Officers,

and 791 anlisted men (Sea Inclosuxe 3 ).

o. INFUSION: During the reporting period, 10 officers,- 10 Warrant

Officers, and 49 gnlisted men were exchanzed for six officers, 17 Warrant
Officers, and 37 @ulistod men from other aviation units in furtheranoe of
the infusion program to reduce rotational penks.

d. AWARDS AM) DECORATIONS: One thousand five hundred and twentye

two awards vere recommended vithin the squadron during the reporting per:Lod.-
Five hundred ninety-seven were apnroved, three were down-greded and 927 are
still pending (See Inclosure 4).

e, FRIEFDLY LOSSES: Friendly losses for the period were seven KIA

and 39 WIA, No personnel were MIA (See Inclosure 5).

3

(C) ILUNLLIGENCE: The squadron oonducted extensive aerial reconnaise

sanoe and surveillance missions, providing its various supported headquarters

with

valusble and timely informetion ooncerning the enemy, The Squadron's

offorts were ooncentrated in Tay Finh, Binh Duong, Hau lighia, Gie'Dinh, Long
An, ond Dinh Tuong Provinces and to a limited extent, in Bien lloa, Co Cong,

Kien

Hoa, and Kien Phoung Provincos. Attention centered on known and sua-

pected enery base camp arcas ond lines of oommmiocation., The intelligence
gaticred provided the basis for ground operations, tactical and strategloc
ai girikes, and artillery strikes,

a. TERRATN: The rolief in the squadron area of operations ranged

Trem 7iat delta in the south and creas adjooent to the Vam Co Dong River, to
¢.#atly 2olling hills in Binh Duong and Bien Hoa Provinoes. Drainage is pro=
vidzd by tho Salgon, Fha Be, Dong Nai, Vam Co Tay, Vam Co Dong, and lMeliong

Rivers and their tributaries, Vegetation oonsists of extensive rice erops
in the delta regions, extensive rubber plantations in parts of Tay Ninh amd .

Binh

Muong Provinces, and extensive broadleafed evergreon forests elsewhere.
(1) Observation and Flelds of Fire: Obgervation and fields of five

ranged from extremely limited in the farested areas of Tny Mnh and Binh
Duong Pravinoes to exoellent in the delta areas.

Incl

2
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" .-+ 'BUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 3d Squadron, 17th Air

Cavalry for Period Ending 30 April 1969. RCS CSFGR-65 (R1)
(UIC-WAAMAA)

(2) oObstacless Natural amd artificiel obstacles in the TAGR had no
effeot on squadron operations,

(3) Cover and Concealment: The enemy has limited natural oovere
However, he is an expert at building twmel and bunker complexes which pro-
vide hin oxcellent protection egrinst direct and indirect fire as well as
oir strilkes. Tho cnomy has exoellent conconlmont in junglo and plantation
arons as well as umong nipa palm and vegetation which frequontly lines rivers
and ocanals in the delta areas, lo also makes maximum use of daxiaoss and
oamouflage to conceal his movement or presence in rn area.

(4) Key Terrain: MWighways 1-and 4 and the Dong Nei, Saigon, Vam Co’
Dongy Vom Co Tay, and Mekong Rivers, topother with their mnjor tributaries,
arc oonsiderod key terrain. The highways are seleoted beceuse of their ime
portence as lines of communication for military and oivilian traffio. The
ma.jor rivers also serve as important lineg of commurication over which alliled
forces ship large quantities of mterials, For the same roason, these rivers
form important lines of oormmmication for tae enemy,

(5) Avenues of Approach: The following VC/N‘VA ovenues of approach
into the squadron area of operations ere considered significants

(o) Parrots Beak (XS 310920), and the Vam Co Tay River.

(b) Perrots Beak (XS 310920), Bo Bo Canal, Pineapple Plantation
(XS 580900), and Saigon.

(o) 'Ba Tnu (XT 270030), My Thang Dong (XT 440020), Tan Naut (XS 700830),
and Saigon,

(2) Angel's Wing (XT 310130), An Ninh (XT 400130), Hau Nghia Swamp,
nd Saigone.

(o} Angel's Wing/Ba Thu, Vam Co Dong River, Pineapple Plantation,
ond Sairon.

{£) TPichhodc (XT 580900), Miohelin Plantation, Doi Loi*Hocods, Saigon
¥ivar, Binh My (XT 530180), and Saigon. '

“e WEAUIER: During the reporting period, the squadron area of op=-
er~tion was undor the influence of the northeast monsoon until the lattex
port of March, when the transition periud for the isoutheast monsoon began.
During February, March, and most of April, weather was normally exoellent.
Very infrequent afternoon rain squalls were experienoced and there were
Sc'rm‘ina';.instanoes of ground fog and hage in the eaxly morning and early
ovening. .

3
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-, SUDJECT: Operational Report-lessons Learned of 3d Squadron, 17th Air
Cavalry for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFR-65 (R1)
(UIC-WAAMAA)

llovever, mission accomplishmont was not greatly hindered, During the latier
part of April, there was a noticeablo increase in afternoon cloud formations.
Temperatures during the period ranged from ihe high 60's amd low 70's in the
carly morning to the mid 90's in the afternoon, although maximums in the high
901s and low 100's were experienced in the latter part of April.

4, (C) OPERATIONS: fhe 3/17 Cav arca of operations was primarily in

the central, southern, and western arcas of III Corps tnotionl Zone (See
Inclosure 65. The squndron, with it's troops OPCON ond/or in dircet support
of several differc-t wiits during the reporting vperiod, conducted recomnois-
sznee, scewurity, surveillance, and coonomy of force operntions throughout

the major portion of III Corps Tactical Zone. The general area of operation
of the squadron elements extended from the Cambodian border on the west and
northvcit, the Saigon River on the northeast and east, and the Song Hau Gieng
River on the south. This period was characterized by numerous mission changes.
A Iroop provided support to the Capital Military Assistance Command (CM\C)-
Bien Hoo Tactical Aren Commend (BHTAC); 1st Australion Task Force (1st ATF)j
Royal Thailand Army Volunteer Force (RTAVF); 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division;
2d Bripnde, 18th Infantry, 1st Infontry Division; 11th Armored Cavelry Regiments
and 1/48 ARVW. B Troop was OPCON to the Oth Infontry Division during the )
firgt part of the roporting period end became direct support to the 3d Brigade,
9th Infantry Division on 25 Feb 69, C Troop remained direot support to the
25th Infantry Division. During the period 14 Feb 69 to 26 Feb 69, C Troop
provided two hunter-killer teams (2 AH-1G's and 2 (H-6A's) in direct support
of CMACs D Troop remained OPCON to BHTAC during the reporting period for

use in the defense of Bien Hoa as well as a ready reaction force for the IT
Field Force long range patrols.

e SIGNIFICAI'T OPERATIONS:

(1) On 1 Feb 69, A/3/17 established contact with the enemy resulting
i six KPA at XS°520790, ond one XBA and one hut destroyed at XS 624687,
1 012400 Yeb 69, A/3/17 vos rclecsed from direct support of the 3d Bdo,
91 Inf v and placed in diroot suppert of CMAC. B/3/17 engeged ono armed
VG ot X3 361539 resulting in ono XBA,

(2) On 2 Feb 69, B/3/17 conduoted night £irofly missions with the
Snllovire resultse C

13

(=) Tour VC vere KBA ot WS 920647,
(t) Four VC were XBA at WS 918652,
{6) TFour VC were KBA at WS 880650

(d) o VC wero KBA at WS 910730,

4
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L SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned ot »d Squodron, 17th Air

Cavalry for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFR-65 (R1)
(UIC-WAAMAA)

(e) Three VC were KBA at WS 861710,
(£) Mree VC were KBA ot WS 838645,

(3) On 3 Feb 69, B/3/17 engaged the enemy at XS 450380 resulting in
17 VC KBA ord eight secondary exmlosions.

(4) On 4 Feb 69, A/3/17 was released from direcct support of CMAC and
returned to direct support of the 3d Bde, 9th Inf Dive B/3/17 mooounted for
two KTA at XS 055602 and during firefly missions was credited with 19 VC KBA
and two sampans destroyed at XS 395699,

(5) On 5 Feb 69, A/3/17 capturod onc detainoo, destroyed two burkers
and onc sompan at XS 600530 A/3/17 engogod five axmed VC at XS 786683 ro-
sulting in one KBA. B/3/17 engaged the enemy at XS 013530 resulting in five
KBA and one KBA at XS 940600, B/3/17 was credited with 19 huts and 33 sampans

destroyed ot WS 970490, C/3/17 engeged three VC at XT 337622 resulting in
two VC Ion

(6) on 7 Feb 69, B/3/17 in scattered oontact in the vicinity of
WS 840930 rosulted in nine VC KBA.

(7) On 8 Feb 69, A/3/17 was released from direct support of the 3d Bde,
9th Inf Div and placed in direct support of CMAC. B/3/17 was credited with

28 VC KBA during aporadic engogements in the vicinity of WS 680980, C/3/17
was orcdited with one KBA at XT 196613,

(8) On 9 Feb 69, during night starlight missions, B/3/17 eccounted for
10 VC KBA in the vicinity of XS 052474.

(9) On 11 Feb 69, A/3/17 captured four suspected VC in the vicinity
of XS 870011, A/3/17 vas released from direct support of CMAC and plac?d in
¢irect -upport of the 3d Bde, 9th Inf Dive B/3/17 engoged and killed five

“ree

70 an? destroyed tiuree sampans ot XS 365442, C/3/17 sustained six persomnel
Wih wien an APC detonsted an enemy mine. C Troop also accomted for one VC
»nayible KBA at XT 428530,

(1¢) Oa 12 Fob 69, B/3/17 capturcd one VC POW at XS 119436 and during
isny sterlight migsions was oredited with the followings

(a) Eight VC were KBA at WS 850950.
(b) Four VC were KBA at WS 930990.

(o) Three VC were KBA at WS 990920.

5
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(11) On 14 Teb 69, B/3/17 was oredited with the followings
(a) Two VC were KBA at XS 060500
(b) One VC was KBA at XS 042523,
(c) Tour VC were KBA and four sampans dostroyed ot XS 080493,
(@) Two VC wore KBA and *wo sampans destroyed at XS 023522,
(e) o VC were KBA at XS 092479,
(£) Tnreo VC wers KBA at XS 044512,
(g) TFour VC werc KBA at XS 070499.
C/3/17 beoanme direot support of CMAC with two hunter-killer teems (2 AH-1G's
end 2 AI-6A's) whilo C Troop (=) romnined in'direot support of tio 25th Inf
Dive Turing a visuel recominissance mission, C/B/"l? engoged and killed one
VYC ot XT 339514,

(12) On 15 Feb 69, B/3/17 ongnged threo encmy personnel in sompons ro=
sulting in three VC KBA ond two snmpans deestroyed at WS 825075, D/3/17, in
soattered action during night sinrlight missions at XS 073824 wes credited
with 14 KBA,

(13) On 16 Fob 69, B/3/17 enzaged six armed enemy persomiel resulting
in six VC KBA at XS 332437, C/3/17, wiile conducting a visuwal recominissance,
aocounted for two VC KBA at X7 076452,

(14) On 17 Feb 69, while pexforming visual reconnnissance missions,
B/3/17 occounted for 10 VC KBA at XS 183410,

(15) on 19 Feb 69, A/3/17 hunter-killer teams engaged ~nd killed three
VC at XS 381308, and two VC KBA at IS 790650, A/3/17 apprchended one VC sus=
peot at XS 540570. B/3/17 deinined onc suspect at XS 200520 end accounted
for eight VC KBA during night starlight missions,

(16) On 20 Feb 69, A/3/17 established light oontaot Tesulting in five
VC KBA at XS 650590, B/3/17 aoro rifles were inserted at WS 980510 resulting
in one VC KIA, B/5/17 hunter-killer toams were oredited with the followings

(a) Two VC wore KBA ot XS 150490,

(v) Four VC were XBA ot XS 060420,

(o) One VC was KBA at XS 030560,

6
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(d) One VC was KBA at XS 160430,
(o) Throe VC suspcots wore apprchonded at WS 980510,
C/3/17 detained two mal~e at XT 130620,

(17) On 21 Fob 69, B/5/17 in seattered oontaots nccougted for 25 VC KBA.

A%t 0810 hours a C/3/17 OH-6A crashed, resulting in the obgerver and the gumex
KIA and pilot VIA,

(18) On 22 Feb (9, during c...ckpoint operations, A/3/17 captured one
dotaineo at XS 660500« A/3/17 hunteralkiller teams accounted for four KBA
at XS 400710, B/3/17 ostabiished modernte sneny contaot resulting in 14 KBA
at XS 060510, thrce KBA at WS 970530, and were eredite. “th 19 KBA during
night starlight missions in tho vieinity of XS 202406 /17 ooptured five
suspected VC at XT 270630,

(19) On 23 Feb 69, A/3/17 led 9th Division soldiers to seventcen 107Tmm
rockets at XS 555642, and was credited with 14 VC KBA during engogements in
defense of Ton An base campe B/3/17 engaged ond killed 29 VC in soattered
engogements throughout the day,

(20) On 24 Fob 69, A/3/17 engnged one VC at X5 620570 resulting in ene
VC KA, B/3/17 established modercte enemy oontaet with the following resultss

(e) Soven VC were KBA at XS 390540,
(b) One VC wns KBA ot XS 3905604
(c) Six VC woro KBA ot XS 380600,
| (d) Hieven VC were KBA at XS 180400,

0/3/17 captured one possible VC during o visunl reoomnaissance misgion at
XT 270650,

(21) On 25 Feb 69, A/3/17 hunter-kilier teans engoged amd killed two
VC at XS 556762, 3/3/17 aotions resulted in the followings

(a) One VC was KBA at XS 030536,
() e VC was KB\ et XS 400620, ‘

(o) Turee VC were KBA at XS 396524,
(a) One VC vas KBA at XS 315565,

7
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(e) Two VC were KBA at XS 245565,
(£) Two VC were KBA at XS 240556, .
(g) Three VC werc KBA at XS 283516,
(h) Tvo VC wero KBA at X5 190444,

C/3/17 hunterkiller toams engaged and killed two VC at XT 820800 and wore
orcdited with two KBA at XT 865765,

(22) On 26 Fob 69, A/3/17 wes rcleased from direot support of the 3d
Bde, 9th Inf Div and placed in dircet support of CHAC with two hunter-killer
tecs. 4 Troop (-) was placed in direct support of BATAC. B/3/17 was rTe-
leased OPCON from the 9th Inf Div and placed direet support to the 3d Bde,
9th Inf Div,. 0/3/17 two hwnter-killer teoms were released from direot sup-
port to CMAC end placed in dircet support of the 25th Inf Dive C/3/17 ac-
oomted for three KBA at XT 090560 and two KBA at XT 140710,

(23) On 27 Feb 69, during recomaissanoce operations, A/3/17 accounted
for two VC KBA at XS 986958, B/3/17 was credited with 14 KBA during firee-
fly operations in the vicinity of XS 879619 C/3/17 engaged three VC ot
XT 110560 resulting in one KBA and two possible KBA.

(24) On 28 Feb 69, A/3/17 (=) was réleased from direot support of BHTAC
and placed in direct support of the RTAVF,.

(25) On 1 Mar 69, A/3/17 (=) was released from direct support of the
RTAVF and plooed in direct support of BHTAC. B/3/17 made contact with the
enemy at XR 560575 resulting in two NVA KBh,

(26) On 2 Mar 69, B/3/17 engaged the enemy resulting in one VC KBA at

XS 030460, At XS 030460, B/3/17 destroyed one hut and accounted for two
poseible KBA,

(27) On 3 Mar 69, A/3/17 (=) was roleased from direot support to BITAC
at 1700 hours and ploced in dircot support of the 2/18 Inf.

(28) On 4 Mor 69, B/3/17 clements mde contact with the enemy resulting
in two KBA at XS 590590, At XS 585624, B/3/17 engaged one person oarrying
on AK-4T resulting in one VC KBA,

(29) On 5 Maxr 69, A/3/17 Troop (=) was released from direct support
of the 2/18 Inf at 1800 howrs and placed in dircot support of the 1st ATF.

(30) On 6 Mar 69, A/3/17 Troop (=) was Teleased from direct suppert of
the 18t ATF et 1200 hours and placed in direot support of CMAC.

8
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(31) On 7 Mar 69, B/3/17 clements estahlished contact with the enemy
at XS 734753 resulting in one VC KBA. B/3/17 was further credited with two
VC KBA at XS 700690, B/3/17 again mde contact with the enemy resulting im
two VC KBA at XS 695694, B/3/17 was also oredited with one VC KBA at XS 695708.

(32) on 8 Mar 69, A/3/17 firefly teams engaged several VC in bunkers
at XS 525831 resulting in throe VC KBA and five burkers destroyed.

(33) On 10 Mar 69, C/3/17, while on & viswal reconnaissance mission,
mde contnot with the enemy at XT 134405 resulting in two NVA KBA and two
HVA WIA taken as PW's, C/3/17 again established contaot at XT 138399 re
sulting in an additional two NVA WIA taken as Pis,

(34) On 12 Mar 69, B/3/17, while conducting visuwal reconnaissance,
catailished enomy contaot resulting in one VC KBA ot XS 516832, B/3/17 also
destroyed ono sampan and wos credited with four VC KBA in the vicinity of
XS 610590, At XS 605603, B/3/17 cngogod and destroyed three sampans and
were credited with seven VC KBA., B/3/17 also destroyed onc sampan and three
VC KBA at XS 600715, €/3/17 established oontoot with the enemy ot XT 375550
resulting in one VC KBA., €/3/17 also recorded one VC KBA ot XT 340625.

(35) On 13 Mor 69, B/3/17, while performing visuwnl recomnissance,
engaged the enemy resulting in ono KBA at XS 530560, cnd three VO KBA ot
X8.655784« B/3/17 eloments oaptured three VC Pts at XS 670620, One of the
Pi's was determined to be o propegandist, .

(36) On 15 Mar 69, A/3/17, vhile conducting a last light mission,
destroyed seven wiknown type vackets at XS 530920, A/3/17 cstablished con-
taot with the enemy at XS 590790 resulting in one VC KBA, one VC possible
K3A, and destroyed one bunker with secomdary explosions. At 2400 howrs,
two hunter<killer teams from A Troop were placéd in direct support of BITAC,
A Troop (=) remained in df rect support of CMAC, B/3 /17 oelcments engnged
one VC at XS 735550 resulting in one VC KBA. B/} 17 again established con-
toot with the enemy resulting in five KBA at XS 461813,

(37) On 18 Mar 69, A/3/17 wus ploced in diveot support of CMAC. B/3/17
established contaot resulting in four VC KBA at XS 421365, B/3/17 also en-
gnged 10 VC at XS 430795 resulting in 10 VC KBA, B/3/17 was credited with
an additional four VC KBA at XS 425865, At 1336 hours, & B/3/17 AU-1G was

downed by hostile fire at X5 471819 resulting in the aircraft commnder and
pilot KIA,

(38) On 19 ¥ar 69, A/3/17 elemnts engoged axd deatroyod one bunker
resulting in o secondary cxplosion at XS 541903 At 2400 howurs, A/3/17 (=)

reunliod in direot support of CMAC vhile two huntexwkiller teams were placed
in diroot support of the 1st ATF.

9
CONFIDENTIAL



LI
.

A)

CONFIDENTIAL

. AVGC-B

.. BUBJECT: Operationnl Report-lossons Icarned of 3d Squ:rdron, 17th Air

Cavalry for Period Ending 30 April 1969. RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)
(TIC-WAAMAA )

(39) On 21 Mar 69, A/3/17 vos ploced in direct support of BUTAC with  °
two hunter-killer tcams and remained in direot support of CMAC with Troop (~)e

(40) On 23 Mar 69, A/3/17 engoged the enemy resulting in one VC KBA °
at YS 025962, Iy3 17 killed three VC with six VC possible KBA et YS 243972.
At XS 804832, A/3/17 elements engnged two 107 rockets with one secondary
explosion. A/3/17 also engnged 15 persomnel resulting in two VC KBA and six
possible KBAe A/3/17 was ploced in direct support of the 1st ATF at 2400
hours with two hunter-iiller tecms. A Troop (=) remcined in direct support
of CHAC. B/3/17 engnged one VC at XS 870575 resulting in one possible KBA,

{41) On 24 Mer 69, A/3/17 vas rcleased from direot support of the 1st
ATF md placed direct support of BHTAC with two hunter-killer teams. A Troop
(«) remained in direct support of CIAC.

{42) On 1 Apr 69, B/3/17 hunter<killer teams nccounted for one KBA at
eaon of the following coordinatess XS 770810, XS 440850, XS 650590 c/3/11
vas aredited with five KBA for an cngagement on 30 M at XT 530500, C/3/17
engnged five VG resulting in two KBA at XT 560480,

(43) On 5 Apr 69, A/5/17 was credited with two VC KBA at XS 800830,
B/3/17 in scaiterod oonteot, was oredited with one KBA at XS 850450, two KBA
at XS 620600 and one KDA ot XS 680500. C/5/17 hwntorkiller tcams acoownted
for four KBA at XT 376463.

(44) On 9 Apr 69, waile conducting visual recomaissance missions,
A/3/17 xilled one VC ot XS 662857 D/3/17 gunships engnged two VC at
XS 526560 resulting in two VC KBA.

(45) On 13 Apr 69, B/3/17 mde light contaot and accounted for five
VC KB. in the vicinity of XS 404199. C/3/17 engaged o comoufloged hut re=
sulting in one secondary explosion and three VC KBA at XT 040190. .

(46) On 17 Apr 69, B/5/17 killed one VC at WS 975465« C/3/17 resoued
a US soldier vho had been & prisonér of the VC for over o year ond had escaped
17 days earlier (See Inclosure 10)s C/3/17 was 2lso credited with one KBA
at XT 124777,

(47) On 18 Apr 69, while oonduoting checkpoint operntions, A/3/17
captured two detainees at XS 910950. B/3/17 enguged six armed NVA at ,
XS 510750 resulting in three NVA KBA, three NVA PW's end one AK-47 captured,
At XT 520530, C/3/17 accomated for one KBA. :

(48) On 23 Apr 69, during firefly operations, C/3/17 engoged and
killed seven VC at XT 063646, C/3/17 visual reconnaissance missions re-
sulted in one KBA at XT 044566, one KBA at XT 034568, one KBA at XT 524342,
and one KBA at XT 524542. !
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(49) On 24 Apr 69, B/3/17 was credited with two KBA at XS 535598, two
KBA at X5 545598, ond three KBA at XS 552595, Two VC were killed in the vi-

oinity of XS 084689, Firefly miseions by C/3/17 resulted in one KBA at
XT 072711,

(50) On 26 Apr 69, dwring a last light mission, A/3/17 engaged ond killed
two VC at XS 708836, In several separate engagements, B/3/17 was credited
vith nine VC KBA in the vioinity of XS 680577. C/3/17 wvas credited with 17

IVA K3\ for actions while supporting fire support bage Frontier City against
a battalion size attack,

(51) On 27 Apr 69, A/3/17 accounted for three VC KBA end three AK-47
oaptured ot XS 884854, Night firefly missions resulted in two VC KBA at
XS 524878, B/3/17 engoged and killed two VC at XS 798624. Another VC was

KBA ot XS 833649, On last 1ight reconnnissance missions, C/3/17 killed one
VC at XS 490341,

be SUMURY¢ While flying 26,964 sorties, the squadron lifted 10,227
troops, 42 tons of cargo, ond was credited with 728 enémy KIA, 416 structures
destroyed, and 286 sampans destroyed (See Inclosure 7). During the quarter,
the squadron was engaged in numerous small scale operations but visusl re-
commaissance was the primory mission.

50 (U) TRAINIIGs During this reporting period, the squadron had mex-
irum partioipation in all allocated school coursese All new in-country .
replacements received treining at the 1st Infantry Division Replacement !
Troining Centor, located at DiAn.

8y All training within tho squadron wags conduoted with no loss in
tho oparntionrl stntus of tho wmit,

be Trodning days - O
Tectical moves « O
Operational days ~ 89

08¢ School quotns filled by squadron during the periods

016A Airfrome

T-63 Engine

T=53-L~13 Engine

Tech Supply

Escape and Evosion

Aroraft Armament Subsystems - Officer
Adrcroft Armament Subgystems = Enlisted
WH1E Adrframe

AH1G Airfrome

In-Country Replaocement Training

O

AN W-J U - = -3\0

@
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6o (C) LOGISYTICS:

a. AMUNTITION EXPEIDITURE ROUNDS EXPESDED
Ctge 5.56mm Tracer 3,860
Ctge 5.50mm Ball 42,678
Ctze Tobum IKD 4-1 (1-60) 51,599
CtZe Tob2rm 750 RD Bolt (Mini-gun) 046,058
Ctge Cal .38 Spocial Dall 2,400
Ctge Cal 45 Ball ' 34550
Ctg. Cal 50 BL & TR LKD 600
Ctge 40mn X1576 {Comnister) 32
Ctg. 40m 'S P4 27
Ctge 40mm HE M406 (M-T9) 13123
Ctge 40mn IE XM3AE1 (X1-28) 34,765
Ctge Cimm T1lum 18
Ctge 81mm HE 1,124 -
Ctz. 106mm Heat 1
Ctge 106mm IEP 2
Ctz. 106mm Beehive T 24
Fuze Grennde, I'ond Offensive 1,750
Gren Hand Frog ¥B3 68
Gren Hand Frag M26 435
Gren Iand Ino ' 357
Gren and Offensive 1,750
Gren jlend Smoke White 242
Cren Hand/Rifle WP 1,789
Gren Hand Smoke Green 438
Gren Hand Smoke Yellow 525
Gren Hand Swmoke Red 640
Gren Hend Smoke Violet 250
Gren Riot €S A94
Rct 2.75IN vlechette (10 1b Warhoad) 43
et 2,75I8 UE VP Tuze (10 1b Warhead 19337
Rkt 2.75IF I PD Fuze (10 1b Warhead 19,662
Ret 2,75IN WP ED Fuze (10 1b Warhead 46
Rct 2475IN IE VT Fuze (17 1b Warhead 575
Rkt 2.75IN IE PD Fuze (17 1b Warhead 2,141
Rt G6ma Heat Law M72 32
Mine AP M13 Cloymore 9
Sig I1lun WS GD-Clus 25
Sig I11um GD « PARA White (e
Flare Surfaooo Trip 45
Chg Demo Blk Plastic M112 : 33 1lbs
Chg Demo Bk Plastioc M118 **60 1bs
Cag Demo Dlk THT 2 1b 13018 1bs
Cap Blasting Non ~ Electrioc 1,168
Cord Detonating 1,000 ¢
Fuge Blasting Time 3534 £4
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be . ATHCRAFT STATUS: Squadron airoraft status at the end of the
roporiing period won as followsns

Adroraft Authorized On Hand
-1 29 26
AlL-1G 27 25
Q-6 30 27

(See Inclosure 8)
7o (V) srEny;

a. During the reporting period there were six accidents involving
squadron aircraft. A brief account of these ocoidents followss

(1) A Troop, Al-1G, 6 February 1969. Aireraft was exiting o revetment
and lost antitorque control duc to o strong tail wind condition. Tail rotar
hit revetment and the debris hit the main rotor. Miin rotor debris hit a’
second All-1Ge Both nirercft lost mein rotor, tronsrmission and tail rotors

(2) C Troop, (H-6A, 21 February 1969. Scout aircraft was low on fuol.
After landing in a securc area, pilat tonk off amin on a 15 minute flight
with 40 1bs of ifuel remoiodng. JAircrait was low level when enzixe quits .
Pilot wes unable 16 recover control and sireraft crashed killing two of the |
three crew members. Helmets of cll three crew membera osme off in the crashe

(3) C Troop, AI-1G, 208 February 1959, Aireraft wos on o training
flighte At the tcrmination of n practice putorotation, the aircraft toushed
down on the heels of the skids r1d bowiced. IMlot tried to make o power
reoovery by rolling on pover amd ajroraft spun to the right 200 degrees
damaging tho akids and wider mide of tho fumolage.

(4) C Troop, O-6A, & March 1939, IP was supervising pilot during &
practioe autorotation. Pilot pulled pitch too high and IP was not ready to
recots, Aircraft landed lard with low rotor REM and tnil boom was sevored.

(5) C Troop, AU-1G, 16 April 1900, Gl.64 and AH-1G hunter-killer team
were on station conducting o visucl sweonnaissnnce wissions An Adr Force
OV-10A entered the aree and collided wizh +he Al-1G, Two fatalities.

(6) & Troop, W-1H, 22 Apml 139, Alsoreft was onl o night firefly
rmissions At 40 knots and 120 feet the tail rotor pusa pull control rod

failed, Adroraft entered o spin and pilot atiempted an eutorotations Adre
oraft landed hard dameging skids and tail bocm,

o 13
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b. SAFETY RECORD (FEERUARY, MARCH, APRIL) ?

UNIT TOTAL HOWRS ACCIDEITS RATE

HHT 936 0 00.0

A 5667 2 3543 !

B 5464 0 0040 :

e 5107 4 1044 :

3/17 ACS 17174 6 3540 '
0. SUMMARY:

: (1) Waile the eccident rate has steadily improved ovér the first half
of FY 69 (5243), tho trend of fatal accidents has inorcaseds

(2) The predominent factor in the accidents 1isted, is pilot erxor/
pilot technique. The first three aocidents indicate poor judgoment on the
part of the pilots. The fourth end fifth accidents demonstrate o ledk of
attention to prooedures and teohniques. The sixth accident wos coused by
material failure, Howvever, due to low airspeed tho pilot was wmable to
make a recovery.

(3) It was determined in the 21 February acoldent that a’ leeat one
orew merber died because his helmet came off, The squadron flight surgeon
has refitted all aviation persamnel to insure that helmets would stoy on in
& arash. i

1
8. (V) CAPLATI ' : %
a. RELICIOUS FUNCTIONS:

(1) Worship servioes conducteds 54

(2) Attendances 5439

be RELICIOUS EDUCATION:
(1) Classes conducteds 1
(2) Attendences . 246

0o CHARACTER GUIDAWCVES

(1) Classes conduoteds 27

(2) Attendances 2618

ds PASTORAL VISITS: 1152 i
14
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9. (U) cIvic Acrion:

e

as The squadron civic sction project, under tha pupervision of the
squadron ohaplain is to provide assistance to the Datheny Orphenage at Ho Nai
Village, The squadron has ascisted *he orphonage since 20 September 1968,
in the form of food, clothing, healih items, building materials, money, and
labor, The squadron hrg donated 31 400,00 duriny; the reporting period which
is be?n(-‘, used for the coustruction of a new classroom building. The old
building was very old and inadequate for the 113 ohildren nt the orphanage.
Appraximotely 12,000 pownds of food and 300 pounds of clothing have been
donated from the squadron. The sgusiron also provided a salveged 5000 gallon
water tank to alleviete the water storuge proviem at the orphanage,

be Plans for the future inoludaes
(1) Donations of monoy for a building fund.

:
|
i
|
i
i
i

(2) A visit by the children to DiAn guests of the squadrane

H

N PR T TP e

(3) Contimued weelly visits to donnte food, olothing, and other
oolleoted items, :

hen LSOO m AN - A A AT oA TS
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. S_I_IBJTECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 3d Squadron, 17th Air

Cavalry for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)
(UTIC-WAAMAA)

SECTION 2
Leasons Learned
Commander's observations, evaluations, recommendations, end command actions.

1, (U) PERSONNEL:

ae. OJSERVATION: Scveral changes have been recoumended to the MNICE
17=096T, 17=09CT, and 17-0997.

EVALUATION: Predicated on the oondition that the 3rd Squadron, 17th
Cavalry will continue to operate from e fixed installation for extended op-

erations in RVN, the squadron has recommended several changes to the present
MI0E.

RECOTENDATION: That the MPOE chenges outlined in Inclosure 9 be ine
oorporated into the present MTOE,

COMMAND ACTION: A letter from leadquarters, 3rd Squadron, 17th Adr
Cavalry, doted 30 Mrrch 1969, subjeots Proposed MIOL, has beon sent to CG
18t Aviation Brigade for approval,

b, OBSERVATICON: This wilt experiencos a continual shortage of air-
craft commnnders for the All-1G due to the lack of o sufficient pool of qual-
ified »ilots from whiohi to train airornft cor—anders.

EVALUATION: Current All-1C rated pilot manning level for the air
cavalry squadron is 57. With the requirements for ant least one such rated
pilot as maintenance officer per air cavalry troop, a mximum of 18 opera-
tional pilots are available in each weanons platoon. Troop commanders,
maintenance detachment commanders and key staff persomnel may also be AH-1G
rated vhich counts against tiie mamning level. Additionaliy, the 27 assizgned
aireraft justifies the retention of an Alle1G SIP at squadron level. DBased
ol a maxinum allowable total of 140 Lours per aviator per 30 day period, an
absolute minimm of five Cobra rated AC's are needed to chiain the 700 avere
ege AH-1G flying lours the air cavalry troop accomplishes each monthe. In
order to maintain this number in the face of Ré&R's, accidents and oasuvaltles,
at least seven AC's should be on hand at all times, Although there is no
USARV requirement that every AH-1G be commanded by an AC, this wnit has ate
tempted to follow this practioe to increase safety of operation, greater
ascurecy of fires, and overall improved mission performance, Considering
the normal period of three months in-country and 300 aours flying experience
before an individual oan become an aircraft comnmander, together with the re=-
quirement to have at least seven qualified AC's on hand at all times, the
alr cavalry troop regularly experiences periods of several months duration
vhen it cannot mustor the ninimum iumber of AC's, In order to oorreot this
situation, enough All.1G qualified pilots should be autiorized so that no

. 16
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greater than one-third need be AC's at any one time. Taged on the minimum
figure of seven AC's, the authorizstion per weapons platoon should be 21,
In eddition, eaol troop should retain one muintenance officer while the
squadron siiowld have one SIP for a mamnin: level total of 67 Al-1G pilots.

RECOLEMATION: Thnt the authorized manning level of AH-1G qualified
pilots for the air cavalry squadron be increased from 57 to 67,

COITATD ACTION: The prosent mannin< level has made it neocessary to
place relatively inexperienced versoinel as pilots in command of Al-1G
aizeraft. Tor obvious reasons, an experienced AC would be more desirable.

2. (C) OBEIATIONS:

ae C(DSERVATION: Sterlight nissions are more effective when conducted
with the All/VASS-3 Xenon infrared lisght and 1I-18 infrared binoculars rather
than the AN/PAS~6 metassope asseubly,

LVALUATION: It has been found that the orew served metascope has too
muwon diffusion and is wisatisfactory for the mission. Observation with the
M-16 bHinoculars in oonjwrotion with the Xenon infrared limat would improve
aron covercge and target dotestion. The AIT/VASS-} used on vhite licght has

been found more effective tiwan the C-130 landing light cluster presently in
use.

SO TMDATIONS That air cavalry troops be authorized the AN/VASS-F
Xenon secrcialight and the present autiorization of M-18 infrared bincouwlars
be increased from six to twelve.

COGiAITD ACTIONs Tiais squadron has closely monitored the results of
the AN/VASS-3 in uge by other wnits,

s ODSERVATION: The Al-1G wes desigried for a 10 minute rearm and
cefuel time, Average turn arowmd time is 20 to 35 minutes.

EVALUATION: &£lthough rocket pods snd XMi8's are reloaded while still
on the aircraft, the X-20 could be rearmed in a matter of minutes if addi-
tional 7.62 and 40mn trays were available. Thesc trays could be reloaded
ant inserted into expended airoraft, by simply replacing the trays. Rearm
anll refuel time could be reduced to 10 minutes if these trays were available.

RECOIIEDATION: That additional ammo trays for the 7.52mm and the
40mm in the {M-28 system be cuthorized for eaoh avthorized All-1G.

COMIAND ACTION: Additional persommel are used to agsist in rearming
tile AH-1G.

17
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0. OBSERVATION: During the last reporting period, D Troop has been
supporting two separate orgenizations. They provide three 18 man reae.ion
teams to the 1518t Long Range Recommaissanoe Pe.trol, and support Bien Hoa
Taotical Area Command with a platoon (-).

EVALUATION: To support the present split mission, D Troop has found
it neoescary to temporarily reorganize the troop, This bresks down iroop ine
tegrity, redistributes troop assets, and orgonizes the troop in & manner which
they were not designed to operate. DBy combining the assetis of the entire
troop, they can more adequately perform recoimaisssnoe, provide seourity, and
engage in offensive, defensive and delaying action as an eoonomy of force wmite

RECOIENDATION: It is recommended that D Troop be returned to a single
mssion OPCON to one wnit or headquarters, so that the troop oan be utilized
in its designed oombat role.

COIRAXD ACTION: The troop will continue to meet both mission require=-
ments despite the breakdown of troop integrity amd essets. The problem has
been discussed and recormendations made to the Commanding Offioer, BHTAC, the
Commznding Offioer, D Company (Ranger) 1518t Long Renge Patrol, and to the
AC of 8, G-3, II FICRCEV.

de OBSERVAYION: ‘'There is a need for two additional UH.1H airoraft
in each Alir Cavalry Troop.

EVALUATIONs ©Presently, there nro soven UH-11 lLoliooptors assigned to
ecoh Air Cavalry troops Two additionsl UHe1ll are required to perform various
support missions essontial to the overall troop operations The principle
oombat assunlt mission of carrying aero rifle personnel is presently limited
to three airoraft duo to the following UHe1H requirementss

(1) Ono WI-1H is required for Command snd Control and must be availe-
able to the CO at all times,

(2) One WI-1H is used by maintenance to shuttle parts from widely
scattored support units, The road transportation problem, oombined with the
oonstant push to maintain maximum eircraft availebdility, require daily P&f“
end equipment flights,.

(3) One W-1H is frequently needed for standaxdization and in-oountry
orientation rides. The high xate of personnel turnover make in-countxy and
standardization flights a necessity.

‘

|
(4) Due to the monthly average of 90 hours on each airoraft, one UH-1H
is oontinuously in maintenance for periodic inspeotion or repairs.

18
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RECOM'ENDATION: That the Air Cavalry Troop be issued two additiomal
UH-1H airoraft to more effectively perform their norml oombat and support
missions. This would give each Air Cavalry Troop five available airecraft to
be used for the insertion of the 40 persomitel in the aero rifle platoons )
Request that the U1l authorized on MIOE 17=096T Le issuod to the veapons
Platoon, and that the POE reflect an additionsl WHe1H o the Troop Hendquarters,

COMIAYD ACTIONs This wnit is preparing a recommended ohange to the
MRS requesting the additional airoraft. :

oo (BSERVATION: An experimental weapons system, XM-8, 40mn rrenade
lawncher, has been installed on two Gi«6A scout helicopters for combat
evaluvation,

LVALUATION: This system has proven to be an extremely acourate, use=
ful system for employment in the A0, and gives every indication of being
more versatile than the XM27E1 (mini-gun), Another advantage of the XM.8
system is that it appears to be less of a pioblem to maintain than the

X2TE1, It is & less conmplex system, easier %o olean, load, and olear than
the minigun, '

JECOMMEINDATION: That the XM-8 testing prosram be encouraged end .

closely monitored by the administrative and combat units during the
evaluation,

COUMAND ACTION: A thorough end comprehensive evaluation repart will
be submitted at the completion of the ocombat test.

£o OBSIRVATION: The location and number of fire extinguisihers in
Wi-1 airoraft is insuffieient,

EVALEATIONS Many ineflight fires could bo extin-dshed by either the
orow caief or door gsumer if a fire extinguisher were readily accessible,
With the single extinruisher mownted by the oo-pilot's seat, acoess in flight
by orewnembers in the rear is vory diffiocult.

RECGMENDATION: Two additional extinguishers siould be mounted in the
cargo oomparitment of each Ud-1, with one under both the ocrew chief's and
door pumner's seat, .

COMIAND ACTION: An EIR is being submitted through maintenance
cuannels suggesting that additional fire extinguishers be mounted.

5 (0) mANDG
GBSERVATION: Frequently, the training period for replacement

personnel such as orew chiefs is not oonsidered, which oauses serious short-
ages in key mliﬁm" b
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EVALUATION: Providing an overlap in the tours of persomnel with
highly speoialized skills such as crevw chiefs is considered most impartant.
Operatiing effeotiveness may be saorificed while new personnel no through a
break~-in period without the benefit of learning from the experience of their
predecessors.,

RACOMEIDAYIONs Prior planning as to need and allooation of qualified
orevw chicfs vould olloviate thic probleme It would bo dosirable to request

and obtnin a qualified replaocement at loast 30 days prior to a oxow ohiefls
DEROS. .

COMYAND ACTION: I+ has become necessary to use a orew ohief on more
than one aireraft and to train door gumers and available indiwvidunls to
assist crew chiefs,

4, (v) XIMELLIGEICE: None

5.  (U) LOGISTICS AiD IiaINTENANCE:

as OBSERVATIQN: Therc is an inadequate numher of emergency sure
vival radios available. ' '

EVAL'ATION: This squadron is authorized 86 URC-10 radics and has
four on hanue The squadron presently has 64 RO substitute radios on hend
for a total of 58 survival radios., Since 20 January 1968, a total of 12
radios hove been turned in as wnservioeable and none have been reoeived as

replacements. The lack of proper survival equipment places crevmembers in
unwarranted donger.

RECOMEIDAYION: That command emphasis be placed on this problem to
agsure proper action is being taken.

COMMATD ACTION: Requisitions for this equipment have been submitied.
Survivel redios will be placed on the commander's eritical items list.

be OBSERVATION: AH-1G turrots mnlfunotion quite frequently and
qualified personnel are not roadily available for renair.

EVALUATION: UWith the armoment sy tems becoming more oomplex, maine
teiance problems inorease, Iumerous eleotrioal problems have arisen with the
X128 that only Emerson Electronios representatives can repairs This ne=
oeasitatos toking the AH-1G to their location and leaving it wntil it is

repaired. i
RECOMETINATIONs That Emerson Electronios teshnical representatives

be aasismed to battalion size elements employing the AH-1G, with XM-20
Emerson systems,
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AVCC-B CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECTs Operational Report-lessons Learned of 3d Squadron, 17%h Air

Cavalry for Period Ending 30 April 1959. RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)
(UIC-WAAMAA)

COMMAND ACTION: The squadron has made numerous attempts to obtain
Emergon Techniocal Representatives from outlying postse On infrequent ooca~

sions, representotives at Phu Loi end- Lont Thanh have been available for
informtion and assistance.

c. ODSERVATION: There is no repair facility for the cable tensiometer
in Vietnam.

EVALUATION: The requirement to check cable tension on aircraft systems
and the fact that this system is very delicate has led to wear and breakage

of this item. Normal life expectanoy of a tensiometer is two years with cal~-
ibratien every 90 days.

RECOM'ENDATIONs A tensiometer repair facility be designated and a
direct exchange program for the item be established.

COMMAND ACTIOH. Squadron mintenance detaclments have :1.1.1quired at alI.:
possibvle support chammels and have found no facilities for tensiometer repair.n

d., OBSERVATION: AHY-1G swashplate assemblies have evidenoed ex-
oessive vear.

TYALUASIONs It has been noted that this item has an ‘!100 hour life -
between overhauls. Many units with the AH-1G have reported mtezf'ng.l gwoshe
plats failure between 300 and 500 hours. The diffioulty in obtaining swash-

plates and the 75 man hours required to replace the assembly has causegl a
serious maintenance problem. "

RECOIMEIDATION:s That Aviation Materiel Management Command reevglmte B
the swaghplate presently installed on the All-1Ge . i

COII’AND ACTICN: Equipment improvement reports have been submitted to
the Aviation Mntoriel Mhusgoment Command.

6e  (U) ORCANIZATION: None
' . o~ N
_/‘. L ) Y. K
NN TS o8
gt S b gt A N
10 INCLOSURES “-." JUIN B. FITCH
1TC, Armor -
—r—Onit-Orgenisedion-—— Commanding
S Unib-Tooabi
—Fe—init-Strengthe—— :
G T emddand |
”~ s l. !! .!
—gs—htrcraft-Status— :
——MTOECtam e :
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AVBACA-SC (12 May 69) 1st Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 3d Squadron, 17th Air

Cavalry for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR=65 (R1) i
(UIC-WAAHAA)

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 12TH COMBAT AVIATION GROUP, APO 96266 22 May 196‘5
TO: Commanding General, II Field Force Vietnam, APO 96266

In accordance with USARV Reg 525-15, the Operational Report - Lessons I
Learned of the 3d Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry Squadron, for the period -
ending 30 April 1969, is forwarded,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

?&( ui (f L 7%1@
~  DAVID L. FORTE
w’ Inf
Adjutant

KA




AVFBC-RE-H (12 May 69) 2nd Ind
SUBJECTs Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 3d Squadron, 17th Air
Cavalry for Period Ending 30 April 1969. RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)
(UIC-WAAMAA)
DA, HQ II PPORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266  § jyn 1969
THRUs Commanding General, 1st Aviation Brigade, ATTN: AVBA-C, APO 96307
Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC(DST), APO 96375
Commander-In-Chief, US Arw Paoifio, ATTN: GPOP-DT, APO 96556 ?

TOs Assistant Chief of Staff for Foroe Development, Department of the
w, Wa.ahington, D.C. 20310

I
:

This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational Report i

Lessons Learned of the 34 Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry for the period ending
30 April 1969.

; FOR THE COMMANDERs

s
I
I
|
i

B. G. MACDORALD 5
1LT, AGC )
hssi AG

e e B o i s "t i o
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AVBAGC-0 (12 May 69) 3rd Imd

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Leamed of 3d Squadron, l7th Air ';

Cavalry for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)
(UIC-VAAMAA)

DA, HEADGUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, AP0 96384 11 JUN 1969

THRUs Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DST,
AFO 96375 "
Commandor-in-Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-OT,.;
AFO 96558 -

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Dcvelopment, Department of the

Armmy, 'mshington, D.C., 20310 |
1. This headquarters has reviewed this report, considers it to be adequate
and concurs with the contents as indorsed, except as moted below,

2. The following additional comments are considered pertinent:

a, Section II, para la, page 16: DMonconcur with the changes proposed
at Inclosure 9. MNIOE revisions for the three Air Cavalry Squadrons assign-
ed to the lst dviation Bngade were prepared during January and February
1969, by representatives of thc three ACSs and G-3 Section this headquarters,
These drait documents werc returned to the field for comments during }arch
1969, These comments were returncd to this headquarters, evaluated and in-
serted where appropriate in the applicable documents, The proposed MIOEs
were staffed throughout this headquarters, and forwarded thru USARV to De=
partment of the Army in May 1969, Due to the DA directed standardization
progrem for authorization documents, certain changes as outlined at Inclo-
sure 9 were modified and incorporated into the proposed MTOEs so as to
best serve all ACSs in this command,

be Section II, para 2a, page 17: lonconcur. The AN/VASS-3 Xenon
searchlight is an acceptable device for nipht targoet detcction; however,
it was designed primarily for use on tracked vohicles, hence the weight and
bulk presont undesirable foaturcs. Drior to inclusion on authorization
documents for air cavalry troops further tosting and evaluation is required,
Metascopes have been deleted through MIOE action and starlight scopes were
added as night target detection devises, Accordingly, the increase of N-18
infrared binoculars will not be required for mission accomplishment. An
ENSURE item number 260 (Aero Soarchlight) is scheduled for evaluation in
RV on or about 15 June 1969, Results of this evaluation may Justify modi=
fication of MIOEs for air cavalry troops. i

¢s Section II, para 2b, page 17: Concur, A&mmunition trays for the
7,62 M and the 40 MM in the XM-28 system are mot major line items there-

fore inclusion on authorization documents is net feasible, Additiomal:
trays should be ordered through the supporting maintenance unit. :

i
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AVBAGC-0 (12 May 69) 3rd Ind 11 JUN 1969 !

SUBJECT: Opcrational Report-Lessons Leamed of 3d Squadron, 17th Air
Cavalry for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)
(UIC-VAMAA)

d, Secticn II, pare 2d, page 18: Concur, Two additional UH-1H air-
crart will facilitate more efficient scheduling and provide greater flex-
ibility for the troop commander, however, this requires NTOE action, Re=-
visions to MIOE 17-98T were submitted during May 1969; further revisions
must be delayed wntil pending action is completed.

e, Section II, para 3, page 19, There can be no disagreement that an
overlap in tours would substantially enhance treining capability and unit
effectiveness, Support of such a system would require a constant over-
strengtn of approximately 8-10%, This is not feasible when viewed from man-
power management and budget considerations; the impact would reach all the
wey to incredsed draft calls, accelerate frequency of overseas tours, and
require additional funds for training and salaries, The 2ctions by the
wmit to cross-train personnel and utilize crewchiofs on more than one aipr-
craft aro considered proper and genorally adoquate for mission accomplish=-
ment, :

f. ©Section II, para 5a, page 20: Concur, The URC-10 radio has been
declared obsolete, Manufacture of the basic radio and components has
been completed and no further contrects will be let, The URC-68 will re-
place the URC-10, The radio is presently in production and is anticipated
to arrive in RVN during the last Qtr FY 69/first Qtr FY 70, As assets
become available they will be "Force-issued" to units having tabular autho=-
rization for the old family redios, Presently there are no known URC-4,
URC-10, or RT-10 assets in-country.

g. Section II, pare 5b, page 203 lbnconcur., All Emerson Represent-
atives were renoved from RVN approximately 20 Feb 69, IHowever, llcapons
Command Representatives are available throughout the country, The 3/17th
#CS has been advised that one representative is located at Tan Son Mhut,
and one is at Phu Loi,

h, Section II, para 5c, page 2l: DMNonconcur, The 34th GS Gp has in-
dicated that it does not have the cipability for repair of tensiometers
other than possibly the Corpus Christi Bay Floating Aircreft Maintenance
Facility, At this time it is impossible to verify this fact in that the
ship has returned to drydock for yearly maintenance, The wnit has been’
advised to requisition a replacement for the worn-out tensiometer,

|

i, Section II, para 5d, page 21, The recommendation for AMMC to eval-
wite the swashplote pregently installed on the AH-1G will take place auto=
matically whon EIR's submitted roach that location and iL has boon deterw

mined that these events are not single isolated occurrences, Continuation

5




LR CONFIDENTIAL

AVBAGC-0 (12 ¥ay 69) 3rd Ind 11 JUN 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Leamed of 3d Squadron, 17th Air
Cavalry for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)
(UIC-tindMAR) }

of EIR action is imperative and necessary to give AMMC necessary informa-

tion upon which they can base their investigation, EIR submission will

be & subject stressed in Commander's lbtes published in this headquarters

for the month of June, :

FOR THE COMMANDERS

ab
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DST (30 Apr 69) 4th Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 3d Squadron, 17th Adr
Cavalry for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)
(UIC-WAAMAA)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 963751 4 JUL 1969

T0: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-lessons

Learned for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1969 from Headquarters,
3d Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry,

2. (C) Comments follow:

a. (C) Reference item concerning "This unit experiences a continual
shortage of aircraft commanders for the AH-1G due to the lack of a sufficient
pool of qualified pilots from which to train aircraft commanders," section
II, page 16, paragraph 1(b); nonconcur. This headquarters does not identify
a manning level for individual units, During the period covered by the ORLL,
a shortage of AH-1G qualified aviators exdisted throughout the command. Major
requisitioning headquarters were assigned AH-1G qualified aviators on the
basis of two per AH-1G, This situation has improved to the point where
assigned status is nearly 10% over this basis of two per AH-1G, This in-
crease in AH-1G qualified aviators is expected to continue and this head-

quorters is working to bring assigned AH-1G aviator strength up to author-
ization,

b. (C) Reference item concerning "There is a need for two additional
UH-1H aircraft in each Air Cavalry Troop," section II, page 18, varagraph
2(d); nonconcur. USARV has submitted a request to DA for a trade-out of
81 UH-1B/C for UH-1D/H helicopters. Of the 27 aircraft currently authorized
in the non~divisional air cav troop (10 OH-6, 9AH-1G, 2 UH-1B/C, and 6
UH-1D/H), the two Ul<1B/C helicopters are included in the trade~out plan,
This action will increase 1ift capability by adding two UH-1D/H helicopters,
and decrease maintenance support requirements from four to three type
aircraft, but it will not increase the total number of alrcraft authorized,

BT

C. D. WiLSON
T, AC
¢y furn: Assistant Adjutant Ge eral
3d Sqdn, 17th Adr Cav
1st Awm Bde
27 DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

wmoew - oo DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

CONHDEN“AL DOD DIR 5200.10




GPOP-DT (30 Apr 69) 5th Ind (U) é
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 3d Squadron, 17th Air

Cavalry for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS X
CSFOR-65 (R1) :

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 1§ AUG 69

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development,
‘ Department of the Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forward-
ing indorsements and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

{
)
'
1
|

CPT, AGC
Aut AG
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