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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18,
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AMND 794. THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON.IS PROHIBITED BY
LAW.

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U.S. Government
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and

! the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
f or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that
may in any way be related thereto.
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I Significent Organizational ar.. ait Activities

1, Introduction:

Th? - Operational Report Lessons Learned covers the period 1 February
1965 throusa 31 Anril 1969, During this period, the 173d Airborne Brigade has
continuod Yo conduct combabt cpirstions aimed at locating aand destrojing lorth
Vietnanese ond Viet Cong forces and ingstellations in the Republic of Vietnam,
The Brigede also conducted pecification oreratlions dezigned to safeguard the
village aveas and graduelly turn over full responsibility to the Vietnamese
themselves, As United States Arry Vietran's reserve, the Erigade has reiain-
ed alert to quickly and forcefully respond to any enemy threat and meet any
assirned nigsion. The 173d Airborne Brizade's civic action propram continued
t pley a primary role in the Brigade's el oxts to lhelp the neople of Viet-
nan helr themselves,

Figivting the Viet Cony and North Vietnanese Reculars recuires a hizh-
ly nmobile conbat Zorce, abie to cdapt to an elusive enemy on its own zround
and conduct successful operations in low plains, rice paddies, dense jungles
and mountsinous terrain, The 173& Airborne Bfigade has proved to be just such
a unit,

Since arriving in Vietnam in May 1965, as the American Army's first
gr-und compbat unit, the 173d, better known as the Sky Soldiers, have provi‘e.’
quick reaction %o problem areas from the mountaing of I Corns to the rice
besing of the IV Corps Tactical Zone,

To best accoaplish its mission, the-173d Airhorns Brivade conducte
a total of 10 conhat cperations throughout *ts area of responsibility, Onro-
atiors took place in the foll-wing three AO's, AO Dan Cuong/Lee (Bong Son-
Upiift), AO Suc Manh/Marshall (An Kke), end AO Dan Phu/Wainvright (Tuy Hoa).
Iz mid April the Brigede terminated its major cumbsa? ope-ations and be-an
conducting pacification operations in Binh Dink Prrvince, For a short time
the Brigade also conducteC operations arounli the vort ol Qui ilhon in southern
Binh Dinh province., Anong the cesponsibilities of the Brigade are: Recon-
n~issance-in~-force operations throughout its geographicel area; security of
llighvay 19 fron An Khe to Manz-eng Pass (the muin logistical link between the
coastal port of Qui lthon and the Centrel Highlonds); security of Highway L 1
fron Qui lihon to I Corps (South Vietnam's only north-south hijhway), and pro-
tection of the villages and rice harvests in the heavily populated agricultural
rzgiong along the coast.

The 173d Airborne Brigade continued to be under the leadership of Bri-
gadier General John W, Barnes, who assumed command on 15 December 1968, BEG

Harnes joing the 173d Airborne Brizade with an lmpressive bLaciground of lead-
ership. A nali-: of El Paso, "exas, BG Barnes is a 1942 United States Mili-
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tary Academy graduate. Commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the Corps of Bngineers,
his entire World War II service was with the 518t Bngineers, where he served in suc-
cession as company commander, adjubtani, assistant division engineer and operations

officer.

BG Barnes earned his Masters Degree in Aeronautical Engineering from the Cal-
ifornia Institute of Technology in 1046, and after various peac: time assignments
ceme Korea where he commanded the 13434 Bngineer Combat Battalivn until his branch
transfer to Infantry in Pehruary 1954. Various other assignments and schooling fol-
lowed until August 1966 when he returned to the Pentagon as Assistant Director for

Operational Test and Bvaluation.

BG Barnes' assignment prior to assuming command of the 173d Airborne Brigade
was as Deputy Senior Advisor, II Corps Tactical Zone. His decorations include the
Legion of Merit, Soidiers Nedal, Bronze Star Medal, Air Medal and Aruy Commendation
Yedal. He also wears the Presendential Unit Citation (Korea), the Vietnamese Dis-
tinguished Service Order, 1lst Class, the Vietnamese Galldmtry Cross with Gold Star,
and'Vietnamese Psychological Operations Medal, lst Class.

(2)
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2. Organization:

General William C, Westmorelend, in late 1967, saluted ths 173d Airborne Bri-
gade as "one of the fineat units in the history of the American Fighting Man",

Indeed, the first Army combat unit in Vietnam, the first to make a heli-
copter assault, the first to engage the enemy and the only unit to mske a combat
Jump, the 173d hae attained a stunning battls record from cracking the infamous
Iron Triangle to reaching the summit of Hill 875 at Dak To,

Orgenized on 25 June 1963, fron the 2nd Airborne Battle Group, 503d Infantry,
the 173d Airborne Brigade inherited the proud tradition of the 503d Parchute Regi-
went that jumped into combat on Corregidor in 1944, The Brigade was originally
designed as a "quick reaction" strike force for troubled areas in the Far Bast.
And, for two yeers before coming to Vietnem, the Brigede trained extensively in
airborne, guerrilla and jungle warfare, Countlsss training jumps on Taiwen earned
the paratroopers the name of Sky Soldiers,

Presently under the control of the lst Fleld Force Vietnam, the Brigade is
conducting operations east of the central highlands, north to I Corps, south to
Tuy Hoa and west to An Khe, The Erigade 1s also nsed as a strike force to other
hot spots in the Corps area.,

[

Diversity in structure provides the Brigade with the capability of conducting
numprous types of operations at the same time. The flghting force of the Brigade
is comprised of four airborne infantry battalions of the 503d Infantry, the 3d
Battalion, 319th Artillery, E Trooon, 17th Crvalry, the 1lst Battalion (Mech) 50th
Infantry, D Company, 16th Armor, and 173d Engineer Company.

In the past quarters there were four significant changes in the structure of
the Brigade, Effective 4 February 1969, Compeny D, 16th Armor wes detached from
the 4th Battalion, (Airborne) 503d Infantry. By authority of VOCG it was returned
to Brigade control for administration and legistical actions. The unit was placed
under the operational control of the Brigade Lisison Team OIC for Tuy Hoe,

Effective 10 March 1969, Company E {Prcvisional) was inactiviated, and per-
somnel declared essential to operationel and support functions were assigned to the
173d Support Battalion., Remaining personnel were placed inlo the Brizade re-
placement streem and assigned according to current requirerments, Materiel was re-
tedned where an authorized requiremsnt exizted, and materiel classifieu as excess
to authorized organizationel needs was dlsposed of according to established pro-
cedurss.

Also effective on 10 March 1969, the 2d Provisional Rifle Company (Ingtal-
lation Security) was inactivated, and all personnel were placed into the Brigade
replacement stream and assigned according to current requirements. Materiel was

(3)
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disposed of according to established procedures. One airborne infantry company

in its entirety from the 4th Battalion (Airborne) 503d Infantry was provided on a
rotationsl basis for Greenline perimeter security at Camp Radeliff, Each company

go designuted is OPCON to the 1lst Battalion (Nech) 50th Infantry for the duration

of its perimeter security mission, The duration of perimeter security cycle for
each company was at thediscretion of the Commsnding Officer, 4th Battalion (Airtorne)

5034 Infantry.,

The fourth chenge became effective 13 April 1969 when C/1-69th Armor was rs-
jeased from its status as OFCON %o the 173d Airbornc Brigads and roturned to the
control of the 4th Infentry Division. At 130800H C/1-69th (-) commenced a road
move from LZ Uplift to Camp Radcliff where 1 Platoon C/1-69th Armor joined it
for operations under the direction of the 4th Inf Div,

A minor change not affecting the structurs or organization of the Brigade
occured on 14 April 1969 when the name of D Company 16th Armor in AO Dan Phu/

Wainwright was redasignated the Tuy Hoa Provisional Tank Co. The unit remained
under the operational control of the Bde L0 team at Tuy Hoa.

(4)
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3. Intelligence:
a. General:

15 May 1969

During the past three months the 173d Alrborne Brigade conducted num-

srous activities throughout itas area of responsibility.

This area includes a

large part of II Corps as assigned by higher headquarters., Intelligence matters

can best be reported accordi.ng to the Brigade's three AU's.

They are: A0

Dan Cuong/Lee (formerly Cochise), AO Dan Phu/Wainwright (formerly Bolling),

and A@ Buc Manh/Msrshall (formerly Walker).

one of these AOs will te treated separately,

b. Enemy Order of Battle:
The enemy order of tattle ls given below:

UNIT

NT 3

2d VC Regt/NT 3

2d VC Regt HQs
93d Bn/2d VC Regt
95th Bn/2d VC Regt
97th Bn/2d VC Regt
18th NVA Regt/NT 3
18th NVA Regt HQs
7th Bn/18th Regt
8th Bn/18th Regt
9th Bn/18th Regt
22 NVA Regt/NT 3
22 NVA Regt HQs
7th Bn/22d Regt
8th Bn/22d Regt
9th Bn/22d Regt
D40 Sapper Cu
X503 LF Bp

500t Trar 1 Bn

95B NVA Re:t/B3 Front

95B NVA Regt HQs
4th Bn/%95B Regt
5th Bn/95B Regt
E210 IF Bn

40 Dgsv Cuong/Lea

EST STRENGTH

5750
1160
3%
230
270
270
1700
520
440
440
300
805
345
200
200
160
25
265
355
895
375
170
350
150

(5)
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PROB CATION

BS 3265
BS 6326
BS 6326
BS 6326
BS 6326
BS 4326
BR 7571
BR 7571
BR 6957
BR 5666
BR 7662
BS 5261
BS 5261
BS 5261
BS 4768
BS 4768
BS 9208
BS 8406
BS 7315
BR 1730
BR 1730
BR 2842
BR 1539
BR"8330
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A0 Dan Phuw/Wainwright

UNIT EST STRENGTH PROBABLE LOCATION
NT 5 4010 BQ 9022
X 91at Sepper Co 20 UMKNOWN
DK 7 LF €o 27 BQ 9880
X ¢ I¥ Co UNK - BY 9880
6th Bn/95th NVA Regt/NT 300 BQ 8078
30th MF Bn 160 £Q 3027
85th LF Bn 100 BG 9078

AO Suc ] by

UNIT ESZ_STRENGTH PROBABLE LOCATION
F 95B Regt 900 BR 4724
4th Bn/95B Regt 250 BR 1737
5th Bn/95B Regt 250 BR 2143
*E210 ILF En 180 BR 6335

c. Nature of the Terrsin:
(1) AD Dan Cuong/Lee:

This AO is loceted in the northern porsiion of Binh Dinh Province,
centered around the city of Bong Son (BR 8796), In the flat, seasonally in-
nndated coastal plains, there are three low mountain spurs with numerous ad-
jacert hills, The lowland pleins grade westward into rolling plains, foot hills,
and then into steep, heavily dissected mountains. The terrain becomes increes-
ingly rugged from east to west, The predominant vegetation is rice cultivation
ir the lowlands and ligbt to dense undergrowth in the hills and mountains, There
are rumerous valleys which facilitate movement, howsver, all expedient move-
ment is restricted to existing trails, roads and waterways, The coastal low-
lands consist of poorly drained, flat to undulating plains, Mast of the low-
lands have an average elevation of 10 meters, Thers are some extensive low-
land areas which have an slsvation of 20 meters or greater, such as My Hoi
P (PR 3465). The lowlands ars 10 kilomsbtars wids in the nmerth and greduslly

broa@en to 29 kilometers in the south,

(2) A0 Dan Phu/Wainwright:

This AO is located north and west of the city of Tuy Hoa (CQ 1547)
: in Phu Yen Province. The area of intersst ic bounded by coordinates BQ7000,

£Q1060 and CQ3000. The eastern boundaryis the South China Ses., Three~fourths
of the area is mountainous and forested, Most of the remainder of the area iz

(6)
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flat land used elther for cultivation of rice or other lowland cropa., Along
the coast thers are rolling hills and sand dunes, except where the mountain
cuteroppings meet the sea. Since most of the area consiste of mountains and
hills, there 1s no drainage problem. The major drainage sys’sm is Jormed by the
DA RANG or SONG BA Rivsrs and its tributaries. This river traverses the center
of the AO from west to sast (BQ7039-CQ6346). The tributaries flow generally
north-south depending upon their location relative to the SONG BA River, The
river empties into the South China Sea, Vegetation in the plains area is pre-
dominantly rice fields. Further inland, dense broadleaf evergreen forest
covere the mountain ridge with canopr rising in excess of &0 feet. Inter-
provincial Route 7B and Route 1 are the main lines of communication in the area.

(3) AQ Sue Manh/Marshall

This A0 is located in west-central Binh Dinh Province and is cen-
tered around the city of An Khe {BR 4549). Generally, the AO is two high river
valleyas de ined by the IAKROM end DAK AYUNH Rivers and by three mountain rid-
ges: KONG GRANG on the west, CAU TOMACH in the central portion of the AO and
‘the high montains along the PLEIKU~BINH DINH Province border. Average ele-
vation of the river valleys is “etween 500-700 msters. The high hills have
an average elevation of 17200 meters. The vegetation of the river valleys is
primarily ccaposed of two multi canopied, light undergrowth Inrests, The
light undergrowth forest is predominate throughout the river valleys. High-
way 19 1s the prirciple road in the area. It is an all weather loose surface
road, one to two lanes wide., Highway 19 runs east-west through the center of
tha A0, The other roads in the area are unimproved dirt roads, usable only
during fair weather,

d. Nature of the Weather:
(1) Eebruary:

February is a dry season month throughout most of the Republic of
Vietnsm, The mear dally temperature increased slightly and remsined in the
high 708 and low 80s, The majority of precipitation was associated with after-
noon convective showers or isolated thundershowers, Visihility was generally
good during the month. lLow level clouds, due to the monsooral flow, often
occurred in the early mernings with cellings below 1,000 feet common in ex-
posed valleys. Morning fog also formed over most river valleys and was most
prevaient and persistent in the deep, steep~walled valleys, This fog renerally
formed around O400H and dissipated by 0900H, Visibility was usually reduced
to lesas than 3 miles during these hours of early morning fog.
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(2) Mgrech:

In the central hizhlands along the eastern coast of the Republic
of Vietnam, there iz an overall increase in temperture; visibility and humid-
ity and subsequently a decrease in precipitation, wind speed and thunderstorm
activity., .This is due to the lessening of the northeast monsoonal influences.

The majority of precipitation during the first half of the month
vas associated with afternoon convective showers but continued to decrease in
frequency during the latter part of the menth, The precipitation for March was
between 2 and 3 inches which was obtainad mostly during 3 days.

Cloudiness decreased in amount and persistency toward an April
minimum, Mean cloudiness in the coastal centrel highlands was about 30 to 40%
and the ceilings were around 3000 feet with celilings of around 1500 feet on
soveral mornings in this aree.

Visibility was generally 5 to 8 miles during March with ocassional
morning cloudiness limiting it to 2 to 3 miles but 1ifting prior to 0900 hours.
Unlike other portions of Vietnam the Binh Dinh and Phu Yen Provinces received
very few thunderstorms with none occurring during March of this year,

Mean temperatures raised about ten degrees from that of February.
The range was “rom 61 degrees (during the eariy part of the month) to a high
of 99 degrees during the extreme latter part of the month, with a muun temper-
ature of 80 degr-es, Relative humidity showed an increased high of 83% which
is also somewhat higher than the previous menth.

Winda during March generally came from the NNE or NE with wind
speeds varying from nearly nonexistent to 24 knots. The higher winds were
during the earlier part of the month dus to the greater influencea of the
northeastern monsoonal conditions, This trend should centinue through the
next month,

(3) Aprid:

The majority of precipitation during the first half of Qhe nonth
was associated with afternoon convective showera but continued to decrease in
frequency during the latter part of the month, The precipitation for April was
between 2 and 3 inches. Cloudiness decreased in amount and persistency toward
a May minimum, Mean cloudiness in the coastal central highlands wae atout 30
to 40% and tha cellings of around 1500 feet on several. mornings in this area.
Visibility wes generally 5 to 8 miles during April with occasional morning
cloudiness limiting it to 2 to 3 miles but lifting prior to 0900 hours,

(8)
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Mean temperatures remained about the same as that of March, The
range was from 67 degrees (during the early part of the month) to & high of
38 dsgress during the sxireme latver wart of the month, with a weun temperiure
of 80.2 degrees. Relative humidity showed an increesed high of 8% which is
also somewhat higher than the previous month., Winds during April generally
came from the N or NE with wind speeds varyling from nearly nonexistent to 20
knots.

e, Enemy Strengthg and Weaknegsegt
(1) AO Dan Cuongz/Lee
(a) Strengths:

L. The enemy continues to carry cut small-scale attacks,
gaining for him a certain degree of success, allowing him to cause friendly
casualties at a minimum risk to his forces. He is capable of continuing such
operations, targeted against friendly convoys, bridges, and RF/PF outposts, -

2: The enemy is still able to conduct sxtensive sapper at-
tacks and their rate has.continually increased since the irst of the year,
Sappers enjuy an elite status among VC/NVA units, specializing in spearheading
infantry operations, in explosives and demolitions, land and water mine war-
fare, assassination, terrorism, kidnapping, sabotage and bridge cestruction.
Thelr primary mission is to precede enemy infantry in attack, breaching barbed
wire and-other obstacles impeding the infantry's advance.

. Elements of the 500th Transpertation Battalicn conbinuc
to operate in the An Lao Valley (BS7408) and An Do Valley area (BS8515), pro-
viding a resupply capability for the 3d NVA Division, which is operating in
Quang Ngai Province. Durins; the last three weeks of February, 6 reports per
week were received concerning a bsttalion sized force west of Tam Quan; LRP
observati~na have, however, failed to confirm these reports.

4. The enemy rcmnains capable of employlng mortars and re-
colless rifles against eirflields and landing zones, as this type of attack in-
volves little risk to his forces, and, if successful, can cause considerable

damage and cause both aircraft and equipment to be inopsrable for varying per-
iods,

(b) Weaknesses:
1. Successful combat operations conducted during the months

of February, March and April, ba.=d on combat intelligence, rendered hardships
on existing VC/NVA units and caused enemy elements to continue to avoid major

~ th 2272~ asad doo
contact with alliad units.
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2. The enemy continues to be prone to hunger and personnel
illneas through sustained living in the Jungle environment. The enemv is
genorally short of medicine znd wroper medical treatment facilities, A NVA
PW captured in lNovember stated that 200 mern of his . 400 man infiltration
group were too sick, to participate in coml:t cperations upon their arrival in
Binh Dinh Province.

3. Psychologicel warfare will no doubt continue to have ef-
fect on enemy morale and effectiveness, es»ecially due to successful Alliad
operations during the past quarter, the rroring effectiveness of combined
US-ARVN operations and the continued use of .lational Police, Recruited and
impressed VC personnel are relatively urtrained and inmexperienced NVA units
are short cf experienced leaders. ThellVA replacements have received minimal
training, This lack of training lowers morale and makes the enemy extremely
vulnerable to allisd psychological operations,

(2) AOQ_Dan Phu/Wainuright:
(a) Strengths:

L. The enemy is capable of continued harrassment, terrorish
end base camp infiltration, meking full use of sapper-type units, The enemy
is also capable of attacking population centers and allied installations in
rulti-battalion strength, utilizing the 4th, 5th end 6th Bn,95th NVA Regiment
and the 85th LF Bn., Principal targets are {u¥ Hoa City District Headquarters
and allied airfields.

2. Enemy forces in AO Wainwright are capable of being rein-
forced by the currertly unlocated 95th NVA Reriment., The resultant increase in
manpower and equipment of such an enemy option would pose a distinct threet to
US/EVN/FWMAF installations and activities.

3., The enemy retairs his ability to continue interdiction
cf communication lines, mining of primary and secondary routes of travel, sab-
otage operations and small-scale operations against such targets as the bridge
at CQ 201351, as this is the primary crossing across the SONG BA River at TUY
HOA City. The enemy can also attempt company-sized attacks, reinforced by
local forces, on weakly-defended district headguarters and outposts, as a
victory for propagenda means und to harrass the Government of the Republic of
South Vietnam pacification efforts.

4. A Hoi Chanh who turned himself over to the 130th RF Com-
pany has stated the former SSR of MR 5 has dissolved, and the 6th Bn, 95th NVA

(10)
vCOuFIBELTIAL




i ars omd b 2o

T pr

COnF-lJEDTIAL

AVBE.SC/.HD 15 May 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned

Regt, former SSR and elements of Infiltration Group 7010 are forming a new
regiment, the (110, If true, this expanaion would pose a definite threat to
US/GVN/FWMAF installations and ectiyities within the AO,

(b) Weaknesses:

L. The success of US, ARVN and ROX operations from Jan-
vary through October makes the VC/NVA wulnerdble to psychological warfare,
espceeially as the enemy continues to be prone to hunger and personnel ill-
ness throungh both sustained living in the jungle environment end a marginal
logigtics systen,.

2. The enemy supply svstem flows from west to east and can
be interdicted on the western edge of PHU YEN Province. The onemy's logistics
gystems is currently operating at a mer;inal level, thus, the indications are a
move by the 95th NVA Regiment to the west., The major weskness of the enemy has
been his inability to sustain contact due to their marginal logistics sy-tem,

) 3. The enemy continues to be vulnerable tc air and artil-
lery retaliation, aerial observation and photography, intermittent artillery
firing, APD and Red Haze reading., The use of ready reaction forces has sev-
erely limited ‘the enemy's mobility and activities.

4, Recruited and impregsed VC personnel are relatively un-
trained, unexperienced and lacking motivation, HNVA units are short expsrienced
leaders and NVA replacements have received minimel training, This lack of
training lowers morale and mekes the enemy extremely vulnerable to allied phy-
cholozical operations,

5. The enemy is generally chort of medicine and proper med-
cal troatment facilities. This lack of medicine, particularly for treatment
of malaria cases, deeply erodes the combat effectiveness of the enemy,

(3) AO Suc Mgggéggrshgll:
(a) Strenghis:

1. The enemy is able to continue to employ, to a limited
extent, mortars and recoiless rifles ageinst Camp Radcliff., If successful,
such an attack can cause personnel injury, damage to fixed-wing and rotary
aircraft and damage to logistical storage areas and logisticel items,

2. The enemy is able to conduct compeny and perhaps larger
gized attacks in both isolated villages and hamlets and outposts and check-

(11)
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points maintained by US forces along Highway 19, He is also capable of con-

dneting ambusheg and igolated minings of primary aend secondery routcs of travel,

interdiction of lines of comrmnication, ssbotage operations against pipslines,
and terrorist activities, including sporasdic but effective sniper firings,
against the outposts and checkpoints maintained within the AO along Highway 19,

3. The E210 LF Battalion remains on the perimeter of =he
eastern portion of Lhe TAOR, and is capable of reinforcing enemy elements, A
PW captured by 1/50th Inf on 20 March 1969 vic BR5045 has stated his unit is
the 7th Bn, 18th IVA Regiment, indicating the possible presence of the battalion
within the AO,

4. The enemy remalns capable of making use of extensive sap-
per activities, most particularly in the destruction by explosives and demol-
itions of vital bridéges clong Highway 1¢ and aircraft, logistical points and
primary buildings within Camp Radeliff.

ey

(b) Weaknesses:

1. The eneryy is vulnerable to aerial observation and air
and artillery retaliation in most areas of the TAOR. He is also vulnerable
to intermittent artillery firings, APD sensings and Red Haze readings and
ready~reaction force units,

2. Due to the widesprsad support of allied operations in
thds A0 and continued sucgessful rapport with the Vietnamese civilians, through
such means as the hiring of Vietnamese workers on Camp Radcliff, the success
of revolutionary-develope:: ni programs, and the protection offered the Viet-
namese farmers through the ccatinued présence of US troops, the enemy is not
able to coerce the populace through terrorist or sabotage activities as evident
in other arsas of South Vietnam. By virtue of the Allied-Vietnamese relation-
ship, the operations successes of US troops, and our continued presence, the
enemy, nost especially the VC, is particularly vulnerable to the Chieu Hoa and
and other psychological operation programs,

tlae bancs

3. The enemy is generally short of medicine and nroper med-
ical treatment facilities, Thig lack of mecicine, particilariy for tredtment
of malaria crses, deeply erodes the combat effectiveness of the enemy.

4., Many enemy units are experiencing morale problems brought
on by & shortage of medical support, sickness, lack of food, allied firepover,
lack of significant victories and the unexpected length of the war. Continued
allied operations against bese areas and enemy IOC continue to disrupt enemy
planning end resupply, and deteriorate combat effectiveness.

(12)
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f. Enemy Personnel and Equipment Loss~s (Omitted, Hq, DA)

g. Estimate of Future Enery Actions:

(1) A0 Dan Cuong/Lee:

It is expected that VC/NVA forces in AO lee will conduct inter-
@diction missions against QL-1 and TL-34, utilizing mines, snipers and platoon
aize ambushes. The enery can elso be expected to conduct offensive operations
in the form of ground probes, stend-off ettacks by fire end sapper attacks
against US/GVH installations es well as ground attacks in up to company size
strength in supnort of the "Sumner Offensive! which may be initiated or cul-
minated on Ho Chi Minh's Birthdey on 19 May 1969, Cround attacks will be tar-
geted primarily ageinst RF/FF and ARVN outposts and US clements engaged in
pacification activities, District Leadquarters may aiso be attacked primarily
because o the psychologicel adventage which could be gained from such an at-
tack. The 18th NVA Regiment supported by local guerrillas constitute a partic-
vlar threat to the Phu My Plains area,

(2) A0 Dan Phu/ftlainwright:

Continued interdiction of LOC and harasswent of the GVN pacifi-
cation effort is expected., The 85th LF Battalion is believed to be located
in Base Area 236 and the 6th Bn, 95th NVA Regiment is believed tv ve located
in the mounteinous area northwest of Tuy Hoa. These two units liave been avoid-
ing contact during the month of April and it is believed trey have been re-
supplying and regrouping in preparstion =~  "h2 Summer Offensive which is sch-
eduled to begin in May 69. The previously unreported 12th IVA Regiment is
velieved to be located in Phu Yen Province and, as such indicates a signifi-
cant increase in the enemy's capability in AO Wainwright, The 12th NVA Regt
mey figure strongly in the Swamer Offensive, although it must be pointed out
that sufficient information is not nresently available to accurately assess
the cepabilities and vidnerabilities of the Ret, The 30th MF Battalion is
located southwest of Tuy Hoa and will probably be targeted egainst the Vung
Ro Bay Transportation complex during the Swmmer Offensive., The 6th Battalien
95th VA Regt, the 85th LF Bn along with other Local Force elements will pro-
bably be targeted against Tuy Hoa City and the pacification hamlets in the
A0 Veinwright area.
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(3) AO Suc Menh/Marshall:

The 4th and 5th Tattalions, 95B VA Regt will continue efforts to
interdict QL-19 fron LZ Schueller west. The enemy will employ mines, snipers,
small anti-tenk teams, mortar attaclhs and up to multi-company strength ambushes
in his efforts., His pipeline interdiction efforts will also continus. The
enemy is capable of conducting ettacks by fire and limited ground attacks
supporied by sappers cgrinst friendly instellations end outposts, The move-
nent ofy the Jth Batiellon, 18th NVA Regt into the A0 in February, confirmed
by both PW statements and captured documents, significantly increases the enemy
threat to QL-19, The eneny vill attemnt to increase his interdiction efforts
along QL-19, as this economy of force measure is esnecially suitabie for his
forces,

14
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4. Conmbat Onepations:
8. Tn‘hrogncti ont

During the months of Februery, FMerch, and April, the 173d Airborne Bri-
:ade conducted combat operations in the areas of responsibility assigned the Com-
manding General, 173d Airborne Brigade, encompassing Dinh Dinh, Phu Yen, and Phu
Bon Provinces end coinciding with the area of operations assirmned to the 22d Inf-
antry Division ARVN). The Bri ede Forward Commenc Post continued to be loceted
at LZ En;lish, north of Bong Son, and the Bri-ede Rear coniinued to be located
ot Camp Redcliff (AN KHE), As of 31 January 1949 all e-isting operatdons had
ceased and three new operations began concurrent with ... new renorting period.
In AO Dan Cuong/Lee the 1st Battalion (Abn) 503d Infantry conductzs operations
Darby Crest I (1 Feb €9 - 3 Mar 69), Darby Crest II (3 Mar ) - 25 Mar 69) end
Darby Crest III (25 Mar €9 - 15 Apr 69), They were conducted in areas generally
to the n rth of LZ Uplift for tle primary purpose of conductirg Kunter-killer/
Search operations. The 1/503d received support from C {-)/1-69 Armor end 3/E-17
Cavalry as security forces along QL-1, Also in AO Dan Cuong/Lee the 2nd Dat-
talion (Abn) 503d Infantry cond cted Operations Darby Treil I' (1 Feb 69 -8 Feb 69)
end Darby Trai] IX (8 Feb 69 -~ 15 Apr 69), They were conducted in areas surround-
ing LZ English for the prinary purpoen of Hunter-Killer/Reconraissance in Force
operationa. The 2/503d Infantry received suppert from 2/C-1-69 Armsr at lorth
Epzlish; 1/E-17 Cavalry previded security at the Bong Son Bridge.

In A0 Dan Phu/Weinuright the 4th Battalion (Abn) 503d Infentry conducted
Overations Darby tlarch I (1 Feb 69 ~ 8 Feb 69) and Darby March II (8 Feb 69 ~
6 Mar 69). They were conductel in ar=s sround Tuy Hoa as Hunter-Killer/Recon-
ni~caonce in Force onera*ions. Alsc during this time D-16 Arnor (Tuy Hoa Provisional
Tank Co) continued oparations near Tuy Hoa MNorth Airfield and surrounding areas
in support of the Phu Yen Province Pecification Program., They are continuing
these operations at the nresent tine. On 6 March 1969, however, the 4/503 noved
to AO Suc Manh/Marshell where they condvcted Orerations Stinerav (6 Mar 69 - 10
Mirch 69) and Darbv Punch IIT (1N ler 65 - 24 Mar 69). Operetion Darby Punch III
vas conducted in areas arownd An lhe as Hunter-~!"iller/Reconncis:ence in Force
oreraticns, Also active in AO Suc 'anh/Marshall during the present querter was
the 1st Battalion (l'ech' #0th Irfeatry which provided securiiv and minesweeps
on OT. 19 and perimeter defense of Camp Radcliff until 15 April 1969 when they
wvere relieved Ly eleneuts of the /Zth Infantry Division,

On 2/ March 1969 thez 4/503 departed An .he for Qui Ihon where t ey con-
nenced Search end Clea /Security onerations. This was not givén a formal operation
name, hut contiaued wil 8 April when the 4/503 (~) moved to lNorth English, Fron
8 April 1969 to 15 Apr.l 1969 the 4/503d was involved in Darby Treil II in con-
junction with the 2/°"*d, The 173d Airborne Brigade termineted Operation Darby
Creg% III and Darby Trzil II on 15 April 1969 and at the same time, commenced

-
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Operation Wgshington Green which is continuing at the preseni time. The lst Bat-
talion (Mech) 50th Infantry returned to AO Dan Cuong/Lee, and the Brigade termin-
ated operations in A0 Suc Manh/Marshall on 1% April 1969 vhen the 4th Infantry
Division assumed control. Throughout this quarter the 3/319th Artillery coniinued
in direct supp-rt of the 173d Airbore Brigade., The 3d Battalion (Abn) 503d Inf-
rntry continued to remdin OPCO to Tesk Force South, conducting corbat operationg
in southern II Corps. The activiiies of the 3/£03d are reported by Task Force
South.

b. A0 Den Cuong/Lee:

(1) General:

AO Den Cuong/Lee is the Brigede's most densely porulated area of

operation, containing nearly 350,700 people. Of thirc number, en estimated 215,
000 sre congidered as brivg under Viet Cong influvence ar as living in contested
areas. Most o7 the nonulatios lives along the coast of the South China Sea in
the rich, rice croducing loulands end are engagzed in either rice production (three
to Tour crops each year) o1 commercial “ishing, “or the most nert on an indiv-
iduel basis. The entire Binh Dinh area hes long bee: identified as a Viet Cong
stronghold, dating tack to the deys of French occupation,

One can easily realize then, that the enemy has long becn aware of
the Province's political a~d economic importance, The enemy's —ain force units,
both Viet Cong erd No»th Vietnamese, by en’ large renain in the jungle areas to
the west of the rich, populated plains. Here they train and resuprly, pericdi-
cally maling sorties into 'the lowlands in attempts to atiack toth Anerican and
Vietnemese militery installetions or local governnental headquarters. The main
force units ers also continually sendirg agents into the pla'ns with many nds-
sjons, By one, two's and in small ;roups, thev cone to purchase rice, fish,
corn, cocom.ts, vegetables and meiical supplies. They also acquire intelligence
information und a¢t as couriers.

3 It is also significent thet Binh Dinh's coastel lowlands are sone

of the .ichert egricultural areas in Vietnem, its main crop being rice and veg-
tables., Three ~r Jour rice crops can ... grown and gathered each year. The farm-
ers of the Prov.uce elso have and railse crttle for market. The coastal waters
support a bustling fishing inuustry, the greater part of it being carried on by
individvals in their own small bosts, Fishing is aggressivelyr pursued, perhaps

25% ol the population being engaged in fishing itself or iis offswrings, and con-
tributes a great deal to the area's procsperity. It is significant thet both farming
end fishing produce excesses, to be sold in —arlets along the coast and in the
Highlands, Thus, Binh Dinh Province is an economic "“bread:asket".

/6
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In addition, Route <L 1, Vietnanm's coastel hizhway and the country's
prinery lend comrmndeation route Tor gl) business end comerce (it ia the only
highwaey thet runs the length of th~ country), runs throuzh Binh Dinh's center.
Beceuse of its imrortence, QL 1 haes now been alwost comletely surfaced with as-
pralt in Binh Dinh Provinc~. The Vietnam I'ational Reilrocad, which runs parellel
to AL 1, is heevily damaged, and hos not been in use in AO Dan Cvong/Lee since
late 1964, However, the Vietnenm laticnal Rallrosd now operates between Qui hon
and Phu Cat Air Force Base, hauling heavy equiprent and building naterials.

The close ol the lest revorting period (31 Jan 69) saw the lst Battelion (Abn)
503d Infantry ccnducting operations in the Vinh Thanh and Suol Ce end elong the
Crescent end Crows Foot areas. Howev-r, “he 18th lIVA Rezt continued to avoid con-
tect with %rese allied forces. 1he 2nd En (Abn) 5034 Infantry conducted operations
tar eted agjeinst the £77th Trensportaion Boettalion along the Sueng Ngai-Binli Dinh
Province lLorder end the An Lao Valiey, sincas 5 Janvery 1069, four () reports
of regimental-sized units and thirteen (13) rerorts of battalion or multi-battal-
ion sized forces being present west of Tam Quan (BS 2015) hiave been received. How-
ever, FWIAF reconneissence in force’ operaticns a=d LiP teams have failed to pro-
duce evidence of a regimentel-sized unit aperating in the aree. land-held photo-
zsraphy and visual reconnai--a.ce nive, nonetheless, shown a marked increase in ‘ort-
ification constructica.

(2) Operation Darby Crest I:

On 010001H February 1969 1he 1lst Bn (Abn) 503d Infentry cormenced
O~eretion Darbyr Crest I with the 40th ARVIl Regiment in th~ Crescent Plains area
vic ER 8194, This was based on intelligence gathered fru.u LRP sightings, cap~
turcd documents, airborne personrel detecior (APD) readings, snd agent reports.
The oneration was targeted against the D22 Hoal An District Co., locel force guer-
rillas, end elements of the 18th V4 Reginent conducting food collection efforts
in the Cresent area,

During Operation Darby Crest I the following significant contacts
wvere nade: (Omitted, Hq, DA)
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Operation Darby Crest I terminated effective 030730H March 1969, and 1/503&
prepared for future .:perations. Cumulative results for ths opsravisn arc an
follows:

US Loases: 1 KIs, 6 WIA
CIDG Losses: - Nono
ARVN Losses: 1 KIA, 1 WIA

US Inflicted Bnemy Losses: 48 KIA, 1 CIA, 18 SA, 6 HG's, 1 CS, 267 det,
md.sc documents, 5 RS, 60,000 pilasters, 1 Clv redio and misc equip.

(3) Opergtion. Dgrgx Crest IJ:

On 040800H warch 1969 the lst Buhtalion (Abn) 503d Infantry commenced

Operation Darby Crest II. For the most part, strategy consisted of Huwk/RIF and
cordon-search of selected villages along QL 1 in support of Rural Development Teams
and overall pacification projects. To a large extent this was a continvation of

Operation Darby Crest I.

During Operation Darby Cxegt II the following significent contacts were mde:
(Omit:t‘ed, Hq, DA)
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(4) Operation Darby Cregt III:

On 250800 H March 1969 the lst Bsttalion (ibn) 5034 Infantry commenced
Operation Darby Cxrest III, This was largely a continuation of the two previous
operations which utilized Hawk/RF operations and from time to time utilized the
strategy of air assaultinga rifle company to surcound & village early in the morn-
ing or cordonin; a “iilage at last light of the day prior to the search, Util-
izing the National Police, & comlete investigation would then be made of all
inhabitants, Personael without identification cards and other suspects would be
detained for furtheriivestigation, Villages were searched, personnel were screened,
caches were uncovered, Viet Cong and Viet Cong sympathizers were identifiad and
succegsful contact was madg with many three to five man Viet Cong carrying par-
ties, lialson teams and reconnaissance units.

. During Operation Dgrby Cregt I. .- the following significent contacts were
made: (Omit:ted Hq, DA)

19
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Operation Darby Oregt IIT terminated effective 151200H April 1969, and the
1/503 immediately began new operations, Cumulative results for the cpewrstion
are as follows:

US Losses: 3 WIA
CIDG: None
ARVN: None

B Inflicted Enemy Losses: 5 VO/NVA KIA, 1 SA, 1 HG, 145 det, 1.5 tons -ce,
misc equip and documents.

(5) Operation Darby Treil I:

On 010001H February 1969 the 2d Bavtalion (Abn) 503d Infantry commenced
Operation Darby Trall I with elements of the 40th ARVN Regiment and 2/14th APGC
Troop in the Bong Son Plains area vic BS 8,07, This was based upon PW statements,
aerial recomnaissancs, agent reports, Infra-red (IR} readouts, airborne personnel.
detector (APD) readings, and captured documents. The operation was targetedagain-
8t the supply and transportation elemsnts of the 3a NVA Division, Base Area 225
and the posaible location of the 24 NVA Regiment,

During Operation Darby Trail I the following siginficant contacts wers made:

1. 031240 BS712262 2/503 Hawk 21 eng 4 VC/NVA resulting in 1 VC/NVA KIA (BC)
and 1 rucksack CIA,

2, 050605 BS905974 2/503 Hawk 24 eng 1 VC who attempted to flee during a
cordon and search operation, UDocuments on body confirmed he was a VC,

Cperetion Darby Treil I terminated effective 072400H February 1969 and the
2/503 immediately began new operations. Cumulative results for the operation
ars as follows:

US Lossea: 1 WIA
CIDG Logses: None
ARVN: None

US Inflicted Enemy Lasses: 4 KIA, 15 KRS, rmisc med supplies, 8 mags, 10 ammo
pouches, 2 ¢anteens, 1 qt opium, 5 antrenching tools,

(6) Operation Dayby Trail II:
On 080001 February 1969 the 2nd Battalion (Abn) 563d Infantry commenced
Operation D Trall IT as a continuation of Operation Darby Wrail I, with ele-

ments of 2/40th ARVN Regt and 2/14th APC Trp active in surrounding areas.. Max-
lmum utilization of all intelllgence sources was employed to locate enemy forces,

R0
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extensive use was made of Hawk/RIF tactics. On 081600H April 1969 the 4/503 (=)
departed Qui Nhon for LZ Horth English wznd cormenced operations as part of Darby
Trail II, Their emphasis was also on Hawk/RIF tactics against local VC/NVA,

During Operation Barby Trail II the following significant contacts were made:
(Omitted Hq, DA)
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c. AO Dan Ph n e
(1) Generél:

AO Dan Phu/Wainwright is located in Phu Yen Province, to the west
and the north of Tuy Hoa city. Its population is estimated at 151,000 people,
most of whom live in the coastal, rice-producing lowlands or along the Song Ba
River. Of these 150,000 people, less than 5,000 are considered as being under
Viet Cong control and approximately 13,000 are inhabitants of contested areas.
The inhabitants principle occupations are fishing on an individual, small boat
basis, and farming, with rice being the main crop.

This A0 is the normal area of operation for the 4ith Battalion (Abn)
503d Infantry and D Company léth Armor, (Tuy Hoa Provisional Tank Co) but sfter
6 March 1969 when 4/503 departed the AO the bulk of tactical responsibility was
assuwed by D/16th Armor which remained. The continuing mission was locating and
destroying enemy forces in the area of operations, providing security for the
succussful harvest of the population's rice crop (ir. conjunctionwith the 28th
ROK Regiment and the 47th Infantry Regiment, 22d Infantry Division (ARVN), to
provide security for elements of the 577th.Engineer Batialion as they conducted
Rome Plow clearing operations along QL 7B (fm Tuy Hoa to Cheo Reo), to support
the PHY YEN Province chiefs accelerated Pacirlication Program objectives and to
provide Phu Yen Province with a combat elemnt to be utilized as a rapid reaction
force.

The close of the last reporting period (31 January 1969) sew D/16th
Armor conducting combined operations with Regional Ferce and Popular Force ele-
ments in support of the Phu Yen Province Accelerated Pacification Program, design-
ed to upgrade Government of the Republic of Vietnam control of AN NGHIEP Village
(CQ0741). The 4th Battalion (Abn) 503d Infantry returned to the A0 on 22 Jan-
vary from other eperations and immediately began conductir_ reconnaissance in
force and HAWK Team operations to the west of DONG TRE, with these operations
tontinuing as the operation period ended.

(2} Operation Darby March I:

On 010001 H February 1969 the 4th Battalion (Abn) 503d Infantry
commenced Operation Darby March I in conjuction with the 26th Republic of Korea
Regiment. This opsration was based upon maximum utilization of intelligence
sources and was ia support of the Phu Yen Province Pacification Program. D/16th
Armor continued security operations at AN NGHIEP Hemlet and provided security for
the 577th Engineer Battalion conducting land clearing operations along QL 7B.
They algo provided security at the Tuy Hoa North Airfield (CQ1548) and acted as
a Rapid Reaction Force.
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During Operation Darby March I the following siginificant contacts were made:

1. 020945 BQ992516 4/503 Hauk 422 eng 2 VC/NVA et 50 meters resulting in
1 VC/NVA KIA (BC), 2 AK-47s and 2 rucksacks CIA,

2. 020945 BQ997511 4/503 Hawk 423 £4 1 VC/NVA body fm B/4/503 contact at
CQ000510 on 310842 Jan,

3. 030745 BQS92514 D/4/503 eng 1 VC/NVA who returned fire. Results were
1 US WIA and 1 VC/NVA KIA (BC), 1 AK-47 and 1 rucksack CIA,

4. 031005 BQ992516 B/4/503 eng 5 VC/NVA resulting in 3 VC/NVA KIA (BC),
1x AK-47, 1x M-79, 1x SKS, 1x B-40 RL and 1 RPD LMG and misc military items CIA,

(5.) 040730 BQ996514 B/4/503 eng an nstimated VC/NVA plt resulting in 1 VC/NVA
KIA (BC).

6. 071325 BQ944579 D/4/503 rec'd SA fire fm 1 VC/NVA resulting in 1 US KIA,
Arty was fired with und results.

Operation Darby Maych I terminated effective 080100 B February 1969 and 4/503
immediately began new operations, while D/16th Armor continued normal operations
with no change., Cumlative results for the operation are as follows:

US Losses: 4 WIA

CIDG Losses: 1 KIA, 3 WIA
ARVN Logses: None

ROX Losses: None

US Inflicted Enemy Losses: 8 KIA, 8 SA, 21 HGs, 3 RS, 3 mag, 1 CS, 398 SA
rds, 17 M-79 rds, 1 B-40 rkt rd, 4 satchel charges.

(3) Operation Darby March II:

On 080100 H Fehruary 1969 the 4th Battalion (Abn) 503d Infantry come
menced Operation Dar?z March II, This was largely a continuation of Darby March I
against the local VC/NVA forces but did not include combined operations with ROKs.
There were, however, joint operations with elements of the 47th ARVN Regiment
vic CQ5206 based upon visual reconnaissance and agent reports. These operations
wers ip conjunctionwith pacification programs in Phu Yen Province.

, During bperation Darby March II the following siginficant contects
vwere made?'

1. 081240 BQ946577 D/4/503 eng 1 VC/NVA resulting in 1 VC/NVA KIA (BC) and

1 ¥-1 carbins CIA, At 081430 again eng 1 VG/NVA resulting in 1 VC/NVA KIA (BC)
and 1 carbine CIA.
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2. 111804 BQ986584 4/503 Hawk 445 eng a VC/NVA sqd resulting in 1 VC/NVA
KIA (BC) and a rucksack CIA.

3, 130946 BQ989583 4/503 Hawk 447 eng 2 VC/NVA resulting in 1 VC/NVA KIA
(BC), 1x M-1 carbine; 1x U9 pistol and 1 homemade ruckseck CIA,

L. 161635 CQ072517 D Co loc 8 km W of Tuy Hca was eng by an unk size enemy
force, SA fire was exchanged, and arty and gunships supported the frdly ele.
Contact broke at 1815 hrs with the enemy fleeing NW, 1x ARVN soldier with the
frdly ele was KIA, Enemy results are unk,

5, 201740 CQ040498 1/B Co loc 12 km W of Tuy Hoa was eng by an unk size
enemy force. Arty and gunships supported the contact. Results were 1 VC/NVA
KIA (BC). There were no frdly cas.

6. 211700 CQ084505 Hawk 441 rec'd SA and AW fire rfm 10-12 VC/NVA, Fire was
returned with SA and AW, Gunships and arty supported the Hawk ele. D Co was
committed as a reaction force. Contact broke at 1740 hra and resuvlted in 1 US
WIA, 2 VC/NVA KIA (BC), and 2 AK-47s, 4 chicom HGs, 1 pistol belt, 126 rds of
AK~47 rds and 1 pr of binoculars CIA,

7. 212300 €Q058500 2/B Co eng an unk size ensmy force with claymores and
HGe approx 10 Km W of Tuy Hoa. There were no frdly cas. Enemy logses were 1
VC/NVA KIA (BC) and 1 AK-47 CIA,

8. 241235 BQ986530 A Co loc 18 km WNW of Tuy Hoa eng an unk size enemy
force moving S on s trail, The incident resulted in 2 VC/NVA KIA (BC), A 9mm
pistol with 2 clips of ammo, 3x M-26 HGs, assorted NVA web-gear, medicine and
several docs were CIA,

9. 251430 BQ996519 A Co loc 17 km WNW of Tuy Hoa was eng by an unk size
enemy force using SA end AW, The enemy loc in well fortified psns 20m fm the
frdly ele when contact was initiated. OSA and AW fire was exchanged and at 1700
hrs, A Co withdrew fm the area in order to direct arty onto the enemy psn,

B Co moved in to the contact area to act as a blocking force for A Co. Gunships
also provided supporting fires. Enemy cas are unk and A Co sustained 7 men KIA
and 10 men WIA in the contact. ’

10. 251500 CQOO05511 B Co, enroute to A Co's contact area eng 3 VC/NVA in
a small enemy base camp 16 km WNW of Tuy Hoa. The contact resulted in 1 VCG/NVA
KIA (BC). 1x SKS and 3 rucksacks were CIA, There were no frdly cas.

11. 252230 Q001516 B Co loc 16 km WNW of Tuy Hoa eng 5 VC/NVA who were
coming fr the vic of A Co's contact area. B Co used claymore mines on the enemy
resulting in 5 VC/NVA KIA (BC). Items captured were 2 AK-47s, 1 AK-50, 2x SKS's,
19 chicom HGs, 1 M-26 HG, 5 AK-/" mags with ammo, 537 AK-47 rds, 1x RPD drum,

5 rucksacks, 5 hammocks, 100 1t - ¢l rics, and und amt of doce. There were no
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frdly cas. These KIAs and vgns captured kave been added to the totals for the
operation.

12. 261000 CQO01516 B Co eng 1 VC/NVA resulting in 1 VC/NVA KIA (BC)., 2
chicom HGs and 19 AK-47 rds were CIA, There were no frdly cas,

MARCH:

13. 011100 BQ987563 4/503 A Co detonated unk type booby trap slightly wound-
ing 5 US, At the same time 2-3 VC/NVA eng them and fled with unk cas when arty
and gunships came to support.

14. 011718 CQO04573 4/503 A Co rec'd AW fire fm 3 VC/NVA after contact ele
followed blood trail finding 1 9mm pistol, 1 poncho, 1 US litter, 1 U8 lensatic
compass, 9 M-26 HGs and 50 1lbs of potatoes CIA.

15, 021150 £Q010287 D/16 Armor ele escorting work party on hwy 7B rec'd
SA and AW fire fm 7-8 VC/NVA resulting in 1 US KIA and 1 US WIA fm 577 Engrs,

Operation Darby March II terminated effective 060001 H March 1969 and 4/503
initiated withdrawal from AO Dan Phu/Weinwright to A0 Suc Manh/Marshall. D/16
Armor continued normal Hawk/RIF cperations while also providing security and RRF.
Cumilative results for the operation are as follows:

S Losses: 7 XIA, 27 WIA
CIDG Logsesa: Hone
ARV Losses: None
ROK Losses: None

US Inflicted Enemy T.osses: 25 KIA, 14 SA, 12 RS, 1.5 tons rice, 1 pr bin-
oculars, 13 HGs, 1 lensatic compass, misc docs and equip.

After the termination of Operation D rch IT D/i6th Armor continued
normal operaticns in the A0. On 14 April 1969 D§16th Armor becams the Tuy Hoa

Provisional Tank Company. In keeping with Brigade pacification efforts which
began on 15 April 1969 the unit continued operations with the 47th ARVN Regi-
ment in execution of the Tuy Hca District pacification plan, The CP was co-

located with the 4/47th ARVH at An Nghiep. Pacification activities centered
around Nui Mieu (CQ 0745) end Phu Sen (B89638).
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The following significant contects were made after the termination of Operation
Darby March II:

1. 211000 CQ001391 D/16 Armor 5 ton vehicle detonated 10-15 1b mine causing
moderate damege., At 1430 hrs another 5 ton truck received moderste damege from
a similar mine,

2, 250010 CQ059395 D/16 Armor rec'd 10-15 rds 82mm mtr. Countermortar was
fired with unk results.

3. 261850 CQ059402 D/16 Armor APC hit an unk typs mine. 3 US KIA, 2 US WIA
and heavy damsge to APC resulted, ARVN soldiers riding APC i+ wped off and deton-
ated mine causing 9 WIA, another APC bit another mine while helping first APC *w
5 additional ARVN's WIA.

4. 291700 CQ060402 D/16 Armor 1lst Plt of Co D detained 3 VCS, They were clas-
sified as 1 VC PW and 2 Oivil Defendents,

APRIL:

5, 031805 CQ044458 D/16 Armor loc 10 kn W of Tuy Hoa sighted an unk size
enemy force approx 1800 meters to their SW, They eng the arsa *w ,50 cal MG fire,
81mm mbr fire and art; also eng the area *w wnk resulis.

The Tuy Hoa Provisionel Tenk Company was still continuing operations in support
of the pacification effort at the close of the present reporting period (30 April
1969)., The cumulstive results for their oneration are as follows:

US Losses: 3 KIA, 2 WIA
CILG Losses: None
ARVN Losses: 14 WIA

US Inflicted Enemy Losses: 1 VC PW and 2 Cviil Defendants detained.
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d. AO Suc Manh/Marghall:

(1) General:

AO Suc Manh/Marshall is located in Binh Dinh Province in the areas
surrounding An Khe. Notable in A0 Suc Manh/Marshall is the good repport that has
continued with the Vietnamese citizens and the successful efforts of the zovern-
ment's Revolutionary Development program. This is the least populated of the
Brigade's AOs. The lst Bn (Mech) 50th Infantry has bsen sctive in the A0 “in the
présent reporting period, but the 4th Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry did not conduct
operations in the AO prior to 7 March 1969 when they arrived from Tuy Hoa (AO
Dan Phu/Mainwright). Also, except for one company OPCON to 1/50th, the 4/503
did not conduct operations in the A0 after 24 March 19€9 when they departed for
Qui Nhon.

The mission of Brigade units in the A0 are tosecurs and msintain
the vehicular trecfic on QL 19, secure the Camo Radeliff/An Khe complex, locate
end destroy enemy personnel .and base camps and continue to support revolutionary
development and civic action projects in the area of operation. The 24 Provis-
ional Rifle Company, 173d Support Battalicn (Airborne) continued to furnish per -
imeter guards and emsrgency support for Camp Radcliff, until 10 March 1969 when
the 2d Provisional Rifle Company was deactivaied and perimeter security was as-
sumed by 1/50th with the OPCON company from 4/503.

The 1/50th continued its mission of securing strong points and
bridge points along QL 19 which is the primary communications and log.’ stics
route from Qui Yhon to Pleiku. They also employed search and destroy and RIF
operations, plus joint US~FF/FF operations (there are no ARVN units in the 40)
and hold one company as a RRF,

The close of the last reporting period (31 January 1969) saw a
marked increase in enemy attacks against convoys and security forces along QL 19.
Additionally, almost without exception the Camp Rade¢X2f{ defensive perimeter
had nightly activity in the forms of ground surveilliance radar sightings, activ-
dted " trip flares, frontal movement and harrassing fires. However, the 407th ~
ogpper Bn withdrew from the A0 and was located by a PW as having deployed to
Pleiku Province, As stated earlier, the 1/50th continue’ uninterrupted opar-
ations in A0 Suc Manh/Marshall prior to “the arrival of the 4/ouou.

(2) Operation Stingray:
On 061146 H March 1969 the 4th Bn {Abn) 503d Infantry commencei
Operation Stingray, The concept of the operation and its results presently huve

a higher classification than this report and reference is made to CAAR Stingray I
Headquarters, 173d Airborne Brigade, dated 23 March 1969 for further information.
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Copies of this CAAR have been submitted through proper channels. Operation
Stipgray terminated effective 100800 H March 1969 at which time the 4/503 com-
menced new operations while retaining Stingray posture at Camo Radcliff.

(3) Operation Darby Punch III

On 100800 H March 1969 the 4th Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry commenced
operation Darhy Punch III, The operation made maximum uge of intelligence
sources and w o designed primarily .s nunter-Killer (Hawk) and Reconnaissance-
in-force (RIF) tactics to combet local VC/NVA forces end support the local pac-
ification programs., At 111035 H March 1969 the 4/503 commenced a second Sting-
ray operation while continuing Operation Darby Punch III, and this is covered
in CAAR Stingray II, Headquarters 173d Airborne Brigade, deted 23 March 1969,
copies of which have been submitted thrrugh proper chennels,

Prior to the beginning of Operation Darby Punch IIT the following
gignificant contacts were made in AO Suc Menh/Marshall by the 1lst Bn (¥och) 50th
Infantry: (Omitted Hq, DA)
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(4) Search and Clear/Security:

Units of the 4th Battalion (Adn) 503d Infantry commenced an air move
to Qui Mhon by C-130 frem Camp Redeliff at 241422 H March 1969 with the last
elenents closing at Qui Nhon at 241940 H., D-4/503 remained at Camp Radcliff
0PN to 1/50th for camp security/RIF. Upon their arrival, the 4/503 commenced
Havk/RIF operations vic CRO725 with 1 ROK Bn and 1 ARVN Bn, They also provided
security for the large supply areas around the port of Qul Nhon.

During this operation thers were no significant contacie repcrted. The
4/503 terminated S&C/Security operations effective 081600 H April 160 and moved
to LE North English whsrs {hey comnenced operations in Dgriv Traid iI effective
081600 H April 1969. D-4/503 becams OPCON to the 240th Quartermester Battalion
for sscurity of tank farms 1 and 3 remaining in Qui Nhon, and C.4/503 continued
as the company OPCON to 1/50th at Camp Radcliff, Cumilative results of the S&C/
Security operation are as follows:

US Losaes: None
US Inflic.ed Enemy Losses: 45 det, 1 M72 LAW, 1 rucksack, mics docs.

o, Epcification Onerations:

The 173d Airborne Brigade texminated Operations Darby Gregt III and Darby
Trail II effective 151200 H April 1969 end effective at the sams time commenced
Operation Wgshington Green. Successful tactical operations by the Brigaede had
elimingted sufficient enemy forces and curtailed en~my activity to such a degree
that the Brigade could concentrate on working with the loczl GVN forces in village
security. A key move toward this goel was ‘the co-location of US and ARVN bat-
talion factical CPa for better co-ordination batween the two forces.

The pacification ar~proach involves provid.ng security to designated hamlets
on a 24 hr basis. VO within the hamlets are roots. out and destroyed in co-
ordinated actions with district forces, RD cadre, wn. district officials. Onco
the VC/NVA are denied acceas in and out of the hamle.s the RD cadre and district
officials are able to contrel and work in the hamlets, ilext, pacification means
improving the military efficiency of ARVN as well as RF -u.d FF forces, This
entaila joint operations and coordinetion training, and one limited material
support, Finally, pacification invloves assisting the GVN .gencies within the
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districts whenever possible. These efforts are all designed to bring peaceful

stabilization within Binh Dinh Province and gradually trersfer all responsi-
bility to the Vietnamese thenselves.

The 1st Battalion (Abn) 503d Infantry (-), (with E/17th Cavalry (-) and
1 platoon o> A Company lst Battalion (Mech), 50th Infentry OPCON) conducted HAWK/
Security o-erations in support of the Hoei An pacification program, The bate
talicn tactical CP was co-located with th~ Hoal An District H) at LZ Orange.
Pacification activities centered around An Duc Village (BR7982) and An Tin
Village (BR7792) targeted agninst the D-22 Local Force Company,

The 2nd Battalion, (Abn) 5034 Infantry (with the 2d Platoon of C Company
1st Battalion (Mech) 50th Infamiry OPCQl) conductad HAVK/Security operations
in support of the Loal Nhon District pecification efforts., The battalion tac~
ticel CP wos co-located with ihe Hoai ihon District HA., Pacification activities

centered around Koai My Villege (BR9197) and An loa Village (BR7996) targeted
against the D-21 Local Force Comnany.

The 4th Battalion {Abn) 503d Infantry {with C Co () 1st Battalion 50th
Infantry OPCON) conducted HAWK/Sscurity operations in suppert of the,Jam Quan Dis-
trict pacification efforts, The batialion.lactical CP wss co-locsied with the Tam
Quan District HQ at LZ Tom, Pacification activities ceutered around Hosi Chau
Village (BR8811) targeted againet the D-35 Sepper Company.

Ths 1lst Battalion (Mech) 50th Infantry (-) (with B Company lst Battalion
(Abn) 503@ Infantry OPCON) conducted HAWK/Security onerations in support of the
Phu My District pacificetion program., The battalion tactical CP was co-located
ot Phu My District HQ, Pacification activities centered around Chanh Khoan Ham-
let (BR9383) targeted ageinst the D-23 Local Foree Company.

During Operalion Mgshington Green th~ following significant contacts
vere nade as of 31 April 1969: (Omitted Hq, DA)
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Operation Wgshington Green was still being conducted at the close of this

reporting period (30 April 1969). Cumulative results for the operation to thet
time are broken down according to battslion/district end are as follows:

1st_Battelion (Abn) 5033 Infantry:

US Losses: 54 US WIA, 1 2% ton truck (slight demage); 2 Sct Dog killed
Friendly Losses: Ner

CIDG Losses: None

ARVN Losses: None

US Inflicted Enemy Losses: Z VC/NVA KIA (BC), 2 SA, 18 det, 1.5 %ons rice,
and misc equipment CIA,

2rd Battelion (Abn) 503d Infantry:

Us Losses: 1 US KIA, 6 US WIA

Friendly Losses: 1 RVF Civ KIA

CIDG Losses:  None

ARVN Losses:  MNone

US Inflicted Enemy Losses: 5 VC/NVA KIA (BC), 27 det, 2 Chieu Hoi's,
th Battalion {Abn) 5037 Infentry:

US Losses: 7 US KIA, 9 US WIA, 1 16 and 1 M79

Friendly Losses: 3 National Police KIA

CIDG Losses: MNone

ARVN Losses: 1 interpreter WIA

US Inflicted Enemy Losses: 8 VC/IVA KIA (BC), 42 det
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1lst Battalion (Mech) 50th Infantry:
US Logses: 9 US WIA, 1 TRV (trk rcvy veh) damaged

CIDG Losses: None

Friendly Losges: 2 RVN Civiljens WIA

’

ARVN Losses: None

IS Inflicted Enemy Losges: 1 VC/NVA KIA (BC); 18 Detainees

f, HAWK Team Operations:

During the past quarter, the 173d Airborne Brigade continued to utilize
Hunter-Killer %HANK) teams in their efforts to locate and destroy enemy forces.
HAWK teams could sefely be utilized due to the absence of large VC/NVA main forde
elements in the Brigade's three areas of oreraticn, Their purpose has been to
place snall (fire team and larger) size ambushes along the jungle and lowland
trails used by small onemy squads, couriers, lialson teams, end logisticel carrying
parties., 8y placing ambushes along these routes of enemy activity, the HAWK teams
have nrovided & constant source of harrassment to enemy units and have bgen able

to cover an especially large land area. The utilization of EAVK teams by the 173d
Airtorne Brigede hes proven to be particulary effective reelizing an exceptionally
high ki1l ratio, For a resume of team tectics and operations refer to CAARt HAWK
Team Operations, 173d Alrtoyae Brigede, dated 13 Januvary 1969,

g. Long Range Patrol (LRP) Activities:
(1) Generel:

During the past quarter, extensive use was mads of Company N (Ranger)
75th Infantry, 173d Airborne Brigade., A resume of their activities and significant
contacts given below,

(2} February:

Company ¥ (Ranger), 75th Infantry conducted a total of 46 LRP mis-
sions during the month of February 1969, Tho LRP teams were generally assigned

.surveillance rissions, however, they were also assigned hunter-killer (HAWK) and

prisoner of w.r centure -issions. These patrols accounted for 19 VC/NVA KIA (3C),
16 VC/ VA KIA (poss),-t ¥€S det and 7 enemy wons captured. The patrols ors approx
360 VC/NVA nersonnel c:1 94 occasions. In conjunction with these missions, the LRP
teams on 15 occesions adjusted artillery fire onto ohserved enemy personnel.
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Based uvon observations made by LRP teams, the 1/5°3 Inf conducted operations in
central AO Dan Sinh Lee. Numerous ccmpany size operations were conducted in the A0,

and on 2 occasions reaction forces were committed to exploit LRP observations.

During February the following siznificant contect were made: (Omitted Hq, DA)
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5. Actillery, Alr, and Navel Support:

a, Support:

The 1734 Airborne Brigade, continued to be supported by ite own direct
support artillery, the 3d Bn 319th Artillery and elements of the 4!st Artillery
Gre'm, I Field Force Vietnam, during the reporting period. For the entire period
3rd Bn 319th Artillery headquarters remained at LZ English, C Battery, 3d Bn
319th Artillery continuad to remein as direct support artillery for the 3d Bn
(Abn) 503d Infentry, Task Force South, A synopsis of artillery support is re-
ported by month for the reporting period.

(1) Pebruary:

The 34 Battalion 319th Artillery Headquarters remained at LZ English
throughout the month, Btry A was also located at LZ English as the month commenced
supporting a MSF company operating to the North of LZ English, Btry B continued
to provide direct support to the 2/503d Inf from FSB Shenondogh., Btry C continued
its operation with the 3/503d Inf in AO McCiain as part of Tesk Force South,

Btry D located at FSB Barbara, provided direct support to the 4/503d Inf throughout
the reporting period.

On 4 Feb Btry D was,probed by an undetermined size enemy force. In-
spection of the perimeter the next day disclosed 1 VC/NVA body end 4 setchel
charges. Activity of this type was to continus throughout the month for Biry D.

One 9 Feb Btry A moved from LZ English to FSB Lowboy to provide direct
support to the 2/40th ARVN Regt operesting along the Americel Division ovorder., Or
{he same day Btry D closed out the FSB Shenandoah end moved into LZ English in
direct support of the 2/503d Inf, This move was accomplished with fifteen (15)

CH 47 hook-loads in a totel elapsed time of 100 minutes,

During the period 12-16 Feb and inteunsive H&I program was instituted
by the CO 3/319th to thwart any VC/NVA offensive during .he TET holidey periocd.
*The entire Bong Son Plains area was included and it is interesting to note that
the area was remarkebly quist. Ths heavy interdiction progrem was thought to
have played a significant role. i

Between /4 Feb and 20 Feb there were nine (9) reported incidents of
aircraft receiving anti-aircraft fire in the LZ English - Bong Son area. There
were a variety of airbursts observed but no firm AA positlons could be located.
On 21 Fcb the 3/7N9th Arty placed 3 "Red Raider" teams on observation posts in
an attempt to fiash enemy weepbne location, Agein on 28 Feb a "Red Raider" tem
was placed for 3 days on an OP. Although no positive readings could be obtained
from these teams, they did provide additional locations from which to adjust
artillery on the enemy, and consequently will continue to ococupy various OP's,
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On 25 Feb LZ Enzlish received 20~30 82mm rounds, The 3/319th Artil-
lery radar located at LZ North English identified the launch grid and the counter-
mortar program was initiated in less than 90 seconds,

(2) March:

The 34 Battalion, 319th Artillery Headquarters, remained at LZ
English throughout the month.and continued its mission of direct support for
the 173d Airborne Brigade. Battery A, 3/319th FA, began the month by moving
from FSB Lowboy, where it had been supporting 40th ARVN Regt operations, to FSB
Two Bits to support the 1/503d Inf Bn. Battery B, 3/319th FA, provided fire support
from LZ English for the Bong Son - Horth English area end for the 2/503d Inf Bn,
Btry C, 3/319th FA, continued its operation with the 3/503d Inf Bn in AC McClain
as part of Task Force South., Btry D,3/319th Artillery, began the month at FSB
Barbera providing direct support to the 4/503d Inf Bn,

On 4 March Cpt Nho, Battery Commander of C/63d ARVK Arty, led a combat
patrol, consisting of a survey element and a security slement from 3/319th FA,
to the position from where LZ English was mortared on 28 Feb 1969, The surveyed
location itas incorporated into the U, S, and ARVN countermortar programs for LZ
English,

Also, on 4 March, Btry D, 3/319th FA, moved by CH-47 from FSB Barbara
to Tuy Hoa in preparation for a C-130 move on 7 March to An Khe in order to support
future operations of the 4/503d Inf Bn.

€O, 3/319th FA, was the Fire Support Coordinator for Operation Stins-
rgy I on 6 March 1969. The target eree was approximat-ly 15 kilometers SW of An
6. Delivery of the megsive fire support intc the target ares was carried out
smoothly and efficiently.

Stingray IT wvas plammed for 10 March 1969, In order to provide ad-
ditional fire support.Battery D, 3/319th FA, road marched from An Khe to LZ Action
on 9 March 1969, A special shipvent of Tactical CS emmunition was flown in for use
by the 105mm howitzers. After a delay of one day Stingray II was put into effect
on 11 March, €O, 3/319th F4, was the Fire Support Coordinator for the operation.
At the termination of Stingray II Battery D displaced by road back to An Khe,

On 1/ March Battery D moved by CH-47 to FSB Ellen to support operations of the
4/503d Inf Bn southwest of An Khe,

Operation Red Thrust I, an artillery raid by one pletoon of B/3/319th
FA, took place on 19 March. The platoon wes in position overlooking the upper
An Lao Valley for approximately 5 hours and fired a total of 662 rounds., Spotter
aircraft were airborne during the raid, and the platoon fired 4 missions and 151
rounds on targets acquired b;- them, Hooch complexes end nossible tase cemp areess
were fired on, and one secondary explosion was reported as a resvlt of the obser-

-
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ved fire., Both the confirmed end acquired targets engaged on Red Thrust I were out
of range of ell other artillery as deployed at that time, The raid attacked an
area thet had been untouched by artillery in epproximately 24 months, and the upper
An Lao Valley would have continued to be a secure ssnctuary if the raid had not
been conducted.

On 21 March LZ English received 9-12 incoming 82mm mortar rounds.
The counter~mortar radar in North English spotted the .wwrtar rounds on the ascend-
ing portion of their trajectory and alerted the Bn FDC Before the first round
impacted. The countermortar yadar also identified a B-40 rkt attack on LZ Tom
and a mortar attack on Tam Quan District Headcuarters.

Red Thrust TI commenced on 23 March with the insertion of a platoon
of B/3/319th into FSB Lisa. Agein spotter aircraft were airborne during the oper-
ation and in 23 missions the platoon fired 482 rounds on the .targets acquired
by the aircraft, There were 4 renger teams inserted into the area. Heavy con-
tact compromigsed the positions of 2 renger tesms. Artillery support allowed con~
tact to be broken and extraction mede without Zfurther incident. Acquired intel-
lizence targets were also engeged by the reiding platoon, Expenditures for all
missions totaled 1113 rounds. Heavy sichtings end contacts indicate that the area
is a lucrative target for further artillery raids, and future raiding operations
will concentrate in the upper An Lao Valley region.

Battery D moved by CH~-47 from FSB Ellen to An Khe on 24 March, The
following dey they road marched to Qui Fhon to support the 4/503d Inf Bn operating
in the area.

With the move of ‘he 1/503d Inf Bn back te LZ Uplift, Battery A road
marched ‘from BSB Two Bits to FSB Crystal on 26 Merch to suoport operations of the
1/503d Inf Bn in the Phu My Plains,

(3) April:

The 3d Battellon, 319th FA Hqs remained.at LZ English throughout the
month and continued its mission of direct support td the 1734 Airborne Brigade.
Battery A began the month at LZ Crystal providing direct support to the 1/503d
Inf, Battery B provided fire support from LZ English for the Bong Son-North
English area and 2/503d Inf, Battery C continued its operation with the 3/503d
Inf in AO McClain as part of TF South., Battery D began the month at FSB Rimerez on
a mountain top overlooking Qui Nhon supporting the 4/5034 Inf,

Operation T t III. a comblned artillery-ranger raid by e platoon
of Battery B and 6 teams from Co N (Ranger) 75th Inf, begen on 1 Apr end lasted

t111 7 April, Security'at the raid position (FSB Projo, B3681188) was supplied
by the 3d Platoon of 0/2/503d Inf, During the operation the raiding elements
sighted approximately 75 VO/NVA, mostly in new vaiforme and carrying weapons. A
total of 1460 rounde was expended by the platosn of Bitry B, Three confiymed kills
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were credited to the artillery, with 15 more orobable that could not bs verified
b body count, IMuierous Ranrer contacts and incidents of incoming small arms at
the firing position confir -3 the increased number of enemy troops in the area.

In conjunction with Red Thrust III a Red Raider team wes fielded
by HSB, The officer and 5 enlisted men operated with a ranger team and manned a
radio reley site, and zround observation post during the {irst 5 days of the month,

On 5 April Btry D was extractzd from FSB Rimerez by CH-47 and moved
by road the following cay to ¥SB Lowboy, The road march was completed in 4 hours
with no difficulties encountered.

A/6/84 moved from L% Tom to LZ North Englishon 13 April ené con-
tinued its uission of GS ic US, GVN, FWMAF, reinforcing the fires of the 3/319th,

Operation Red Thrust IV commenced on 14 April with a platoon of Btry

A conbat assaulting FSB Robertson (ER667876). H&S, B, and D Batteries furnished
gsecurity elements for the perineter defense of the firing positicn., Three 81mm
mortars “ron C/1/503d Inf Bn provided defengive fires inside the minimum range

of the houitzers, end a Quad .50 cal from E/41st MG provided automatic weapons
support. A totel of 17 teams from Co C (Ranger) 75th Inf operated under the fan
of fire support provided by the raiding howitzers. The raid terminated on 18
April after expending o total of 1427 rds,

The 173d Airborne Brigede began Operation Wgshington Green on 15
April, The operation comnitted 1 US manuever battalion and elements of the 40th
and 41st ARV Regt to pacification of each of ths distiicts in'Binh Dinh Pro-
vince,

During the oneni+w nhasas of Wash‘ngton fiveen the VC were not dormanan.,
LZ English vas hit by 14 rounds of the -enemys 82mm mertar fire »
on 17 Aoril, The 3/319th Artillery Counter<rortar radar at LZ English spotted the
mortar rounds on the ascending portion of tielr trajectory and notified the BN

FDC before the rounds had impacted. No friendly casuslties were reported.

On 22 April elemsnts of Btry A combat assualted FSB Frost (BR754940).
The btry rosd merched from LZ Cyystal to LZ English and then rigged for CH-A7
move to FSB Frost, occupying the position on 25 April,

In order to provide mutually supporting fires between DS batieries
Bitry B road marched “rom LZ English to LZ Two Bits, Mutually supporting fires
were essential because in their new positlons both Biry A and Btry B seoured
thengelvea without the assistance of any infantry perimeter guard.

Rsd Raider 6 vas in

8 27 April and esteblished an ¢gbssrvation
post and aenbush site .

<]
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On 29 April Oneration Red Thrust V comienced. This combined Arty-
Ranger reid was based at F3B Projo and tergeted ageinst what intelligence agencies
identified as an increased troops concentration in the upper An Loa Valley.
Security was provided by a reinforced platoon from the 2d Co, 2d Bn, 40th ARVN
Reginent. FSB Projo, vacated on 7 Aoril by Red Thrust III was found to be covered
by punji stekes when the combined US/ARVN element made the combzt assault. Three
slight WIA's were susteined fron the punji stakes, bub no booby traps wers encount-
ered, The operation continued as the reporting period came o a close.

Toward the end of the month Btry C was nleced under the operational
control of a Provisional Artillery Group in III CTZ, Unde: o~ ‘brs issued by the
Group, Btry C displaced from Bao Loc and on 30 Anril was positioned at YU375437
(vic Bu Gia Map) to support MSF operations.

In conjunction with Operation Waghington Green parsonnel from the
operations section, 3/319th FA, visited the District Chiefs, Senior Advisors,
and the infantry battelions involvad in the eccelerated pacification program.

A €ire support plan was drawn up for Tem Quan and Hoai “hon Districts, These
plans were epproved by the Districts Chiefs, Senior Advisors, ard Battalion Com-~
manders concerred, and have been distributed to the infantry and artillery units
in Tam Quen and Hoai Nhon Districts,

b, Air Sugport:

(1) The 173d Avietion Platoon (Casper), continued to support all combat
operations during the months of February, March, and April. The statistical re-
port of the Aviation Platoon's activities for these three nmonths is as follows:

FEB MAR APR
YH_1E MISSIONS: SORTIESAMISSIONS  SORTIES/MISSIC SORTIES /HISSIONS
1.0C 163 79 37 28 39 29
Command,/Control 37, 111 461 125 642 137
Treining . 2 1 6 40 4 33
Mgintenence 50 7 9 4 10 5
Adnministration 142 81 184 63 93 m
Combat Assault 974 65 234 114 B VAR BB
Reconnaissai.ce 31 6 3 6 2 L
Casualty Evacugiion 4 2 1 1 1 1
3¢
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FEB MAR APR

OH_QA MISSIONS SORTIES /MISSIONS SORTIES /MISSIONS SORTIES /MISSIONS
Reconngissance 205 141 70 22 93 25
Maintenance 18 10 9 4 15 7
Administration 162 ) 75 25 69 M
Ireining " o] £o 12 55 19
Commnd/Control 103 61 2 2 4 4
GRAND TOTAL SORTIES: UHjH 3.680
GRAND TOTAL SORTIFS: QH6A 961
GRAND TOTAL MISSIONS: UH1H 1,134
GBAND TOTAL MISSIONS: QH6A L2
TOTAL 7,62 AMMO EXPENDED: 203,850
TO0TAL VC/NVA KIA: UHiH 32

. OH6A 27

(2) The USAF continued to provide tactical air support for the 173d Air-
bhorne Brigade during the past reporting period., Their Liaison HQ remained at

".% English but operations were conducted in all three Brigede AOs.

() AO Den Cuong/Les

TYPE OF MISSION SORTI
Preplanned FAC Airstrike 98
Immediate FAC Airatrike 38
Specky or Shadow 11

RESULTS OBTAINED NUMBER
Secondary Explosions 11
Secondary Fires . 3
Bunkers Destroyed - 5
Structures Destroyed 33
KIA 5
Foxholes and Caves Destroyed 1

39
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{ Ths FAC flew a total of 627.5 hours in support of Brigade operativas durding
the reporting period. The hours were utilized as follows: (Omitted Hy, DA)

40
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The FAC flew a total of 329.0 hours in swp

ort of Brigede operations during

the reporting period until 15 AprdAl 1969 when tge Brigade terminated operations

in A0 Suc Manh/Marshall,
TYPE OF MISSION

Troops in Contact
Acquired Enemy Locations
Sugpected Enemy Locations
Confirred Enemy Locetions
Fixed Target Destruction
Lending Zone Construction

Troop Assault Preperation
¢, NAVAL SUPPURT:

The hours were utilized es follows:
NUMBER OF MISSIONS
5
46
17
13

Naval Gunship Support: Additional artillery support was provided from
United States Navy destroyers on stetion with either two or threme twin-mounted
5" guns, The destroyers and their on-station sequence for the period February
1969 - April 2969 are reported as follows:

DATE YESSEL
2 - 7 February USS Knox
15 - 21 February USS Wedderbarn
2/, Februaery - 7 March USS Lynee McCormack
9 -~ 11 March USS Anderson
21 -« 25 March USS Goldgborough
2 - 12 April US3 Wedderborn

18 - 20 April

U35 Wedderborn

Navel gunfire liaison wes provided by Sub Unit One, First ANGLICO com-
posad of Navy and Marins personnel.

%/
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6. Combined US -~ ARVH Operstiong gnd Treining:

a. The 173d Airborne Brigade has continued to increasgse its use of combinad
US-ARVN co-bet operation as a basic —eans of accomplishing its tactical mizeion,
The purpose is to betier defeat the VC/NVA forces and to aseist Republic of Viet-
nam forces in attaining a higher level of combat effeciency, These operations
also contribute tu the revolutionary development program and make more available
to Republic of Vietnam forces the United States logistical support, particularly
in the areas of aviation and hsavy equipment assets, The followlng is reportsd:

(1) Ogerations of Battgliong in "Peiring Copcepth:
(a) 1st Batfalion (Abn) 5034 Infentrv:

During the past quarter the 1st Battelion, 503d Infantry, 1738 Air-
borne Brigade participated in operations Darby Cregt I, X7, apnd III in the Dam
Trao Pleins area (BR9282) with elements of the lat and 3d Battalions, 4O0th ARVN
Regimont, 22d ARVN Divison, The operations were targeted against the D-22 Dis-
trict Force Czmpany, elements of the 18th NVA Regiment conducting food collscotions
in the Crescent Area, and villege and hamlet VCI in conjunction with the insertion
of Phu My District RD cadre teams. Liaison visits were conducted befors and
during the ogerations. Constant radio communications between huadquarters wers
maintained during the operation, and daily SITREP's were exchanged. NPFF (Nat-
ional Police Field Force) operated with US forces during the operations,

(b) 24 _Battalion (Abn) 503d Infentry:

The 2d Battalion (Abn) 503d Infantry, 173d Airborne Brigade par-
ticlpated in two combined operations with the 2@ Battalion, 40th ARVN Regiment
and the 2/14th APC Troop during the past quarter, Operation Darby Trajl I, tar-
geted against the XRC Locel Force Battelion 4nd supply and transportation elements
of the 3d NVA Regimont, was a secarch end destroy operation using US and ARVN
units in edjoining AO's. The operztion was conducted on the Binh Dinh/Quang Ngai
Province border. Liaison visits were exchmnged betwsen the 2d Battalion, 503d
Irfantry and the 40th ARVN Regiment prior to the operation, and liailson visits
continued throughout the operation. Schemes of maneuver, fire support, aviation
suppori information, and in“elligence were exchanged, as well as daily SITREPg
Operation Dgrby Trail II consisted of the samg elements as Darby Trail I, with
naxdnum erployment of HAWK teams throughout the A0, Liaison visits and staif
coordinetion continued end daily SITRERS and intelligence oontinusd to be ex~
changed. In addition, during the period 22-24 March, a platoon of C/2-503d was
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placed OPCON to the 40th ARVN Reyiment end an ARVY Platoon was placed OPCON

to G/2-503d. Although a lengusge problem existed with {he exchange olements,
they or-rated quite effectively within the other wnit!efremework. The exchange
led t¢ a f-r greater mutual understending and respect end more ex:hanges of this
nature are suticipated.

(c) 4th Battation (Abn 3 Infent

The 4tk Battalion (Abn) 503d Infantry participated in Operation
Dacby March II, a combined encirclerent operation, with three bettalions of the
47th ARVN Regiment in MACV aesignated Base Area 236, The ARVN Recon Company
was placed OPCON to the 4th Battalion, 503d Infantry from 15-20 February. The
two platoons were combined with two UO comnanies, forming combined reinforced
compenies, SITREP'g, INTSUM!y, »nd LOG STAT'g were exchanged in addition to
lisison visits between headquarters. On 24 Februery, a co-located CP was es-
tablished, All combat elements of the 47th ARVI" Regiment and the 4th Bettalion,
5034 Infantry deployed on a combat sweep through the area, Artillery support and
fire coordination were effected fron the co-lecated CP, Daily exchange of SITREPS
intelligence, contact reports, etc was greatly facilitated in the co-located CP,
The ARVK knowledge of both the enemy and terrain was invaluable in planning
operavional phases, The 4th Battalion C&C alrcraft w.s made available to the
CO and staff officers of the 47th ARVN Regiment on four occasions.

b, The 1734 Airborne Brigade has also continued to conduct combined oper-

ations and assistence programs with RF/PF units., The significant achievements
are givan below:

(1) Februery:
(a) 1st Battalicrn (Abn) 503d Infantry:

The 1st Battelion, 503d Infantiy conducted liaison and coordin-
ation visits with District and Subsactor Chiefs within their AO at least three
times a week., In perlods where operetion Darhy Crest ves conducted in their
area, the District/Subssctor Chief was visited deily. Weekly liaison and social
visits were made to RF/PF unite, The 1lst Battalion continues its sponsorship
of a RF platoon in the village cf Van Tromng, As a result of this sponsorship,
US -~ GVN relations in the srea are excellent, A schooi repair project end a dis-
pensary repair project were narticipated in during ths month, Three MEDCAPS
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vere porformed at RF/FF locations with over 200 patients treated.

(b) 2nd Battalion (Abn Infantry:

The 2nd Battalion, 503d Infantry conducted two operations
with RF/PF units during Februar;, -

&+ A cordou und search operaticn of Dinh Cong Hamlet an §
February 1969 employed D Company, 2d Battalion and 72 RF/FF from LZ Two Bits.
After D Company has cordoned of the village during derkness, the RF/FF were
lifted in at first light to conduct the search. US artillery support and air-
1ift capebilities wers made available during the operation, Results were 2 VC/NVA
KIA and 21 de*ainees,

4+ A cordon end search operation of Lo Dien Hamlet on 12
Februery 1969 employed B Company, 2d Battalion and 69 RF/FF personnel from L2
Two Bits, Again, US troops cordoned of the hamlet during darkness and the RF/FF
unit was helilifted in at first light to conduct the search., The results of
this operation were 12 detainees,

(2) Lst Battalion (Mech) 50th Infentyy:

During February the lst Battalionm, 50th Infantry participsted
in three combined operations with FF/FF units,

L. On 10 February 1969, a cordon and search operation was con-
ducted at An Luy Hamlet employing two pletoons of FF (An Tuc), US forces estab-
lished the cordon before first light, then the FF platoons were lifted in and
conducted the search, The operstion initiasted as a result of the murder of an
intelligence sourcs , resulted in four detainees, all of whom were later clas-

3 sified as draft dodgers.

: 2. On 14 February, VC/NVA forces eubushed a convoy on

3 <L 19, epproximately 3 klloneters east of An Khe, Immediste .telephonic

liaipon was effected with PF rforces. Two platoons of PF (An Tue) and a

US platoon cloged the contact area from the west while another US platoon
closed from the east and a PF platoon outpost (An My) provided blocking

fires with thelr 82mm mortars., Gunships expended on the enemy locatior. The
speed and effectiveness of the reaciion forces was attested to by the operation
results - 5 individual weapons CIA, and 4 crew served weapons CIA,

Y 2

3. On 22 February, VC/NVA forces ambushed a US convoy east of

Bridge 19 on QL 19, Again, immcdiate telephonic liaison was effected and US

and PF forces swept the contact area. Gunships expended on the area, The re-
sults of the opsration were 8 VC/NVA KIA, 4 individual weapons and 3 crew sexved
weapons CIA.
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(d) 13 ery:

The 3d Battalién, 319th Artillery continued to provide close
artillery support to Hoal An, Hoai Mhon, and Tam Quan Districts upon requests
through 40th ARVN Regimental channels. In addition, it provided direct support
to the District Advisors in Contact Missions, OilEnweusliaison is meintained
to include Corvarding ell movements of artillery units and chenges in fire dir-~
ection frequencies to the districts and receiving daily reports from them on the

evening locstions of 211 RF/FF elements.
(2) March:

(a) 1st Battelion (Abn) 503a Infantry:

The lst Bettalion, 503d Infantry conducted daily liaison and
cocrdination visits with District end Subsector Chiefs in periods -when ggperation
Nerby Crest was in progress in their areas. Direct tolephone systems have been
insiallea where ever possible to complement existing Wadlo facilities., Civic
action projects, ineluding two MEDCA%'B, two leaflet drops, a dispensary repair
project and repair of a village headquarters were conductad, In addition, four
MEDCAP's wvere conducted at FF/PF unit locations with approximately 350 patients

treated. The 1st Battalion continued its sponsorship of an KF platoon in Van
Troung Villege.

(v) 24 Battelion (Lbn Infent

The 2d Battalion, 503d Infantry conducted two combined eperations
th RT/PF units and privided combined training to four vplatoons of PSDF during

1a
ITa.

o
i 1

&« On 12 March D Cormpany, 24 Battelion end en intelligence
platoon from Hoal thon Subsecior conducted a cordon end search operation on the
village outside of LZ English at BS 865017, US forces established the cordon
at night end the intelligence platoon entered through the cordon at first light
to search for suspected VC spies in the village, Although no spies were located
some documents and other evidence of their presence were found, The opera‘ion
had been proposed by the Hoal Mhon District Chief ard district provided the plan.

2. On 21 March 1969, A Company, 23 Battelion and an RF Platoon
from Hoei Ihon Subsector conducted a search and clear operation in the vicinity
of Denh Cong (1) Hamlet, BR908977. US forces esteblished blocking positions
and RF troops moved into the area overland and by helicopter and began the sweep.,
Two helicopter 1ifts of three aircraft each were provided for the RF troops from
US resources. The operation produced negative results but improved nutual co-
operation and working relationships.
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(¢) 4th Rattalion (Abn d_Infent

The Aﬁh Battalion conducted e combined cordon and search oper-
ation of Phu Tei (1) Hemlet with the 108, 117, 181, and 939 RF Companias on 31
March 1969, The operation achieved complete suprise and resulted in 68 detainees
(41 by US forces and 17 by RF units in the cordon),

(d) st Battelion (Clech) 59th Infant

The 1st Battalion (Mech) 50th Infantry conducted a combined
cordon and search of Cun Dao Hamlet uith two PF platoons and one intelligence
squad on 29 March 1969, Although negative results were found, & good rapport
was established between all particijating units. The lst Battalion (Mech) 50th
Infantry continues sponsorship of the Dan My, Dan K Dan, and Dan Che outposts,
with current emphasis being pleced on the renovation of the Dan Kim Dan outpost
and defensive pogitions. Six rolls of barbed wire, 100 engineer stekes, 2400
plastic weter hottles, 9 cases of 5,56mm ammunition, 20 rounds of 60mm mortar
HE and 18 rounds of 60mm illumination were provided to outposts during March,
Two MEDCAPS were conducted with approximately 155 persons treated.

(e) 34 Battelion 319th Artillery:

The 3d Battellon 319th Artillery continued to support to Hoai
An, Hoai Nhon, and Tam Quen Districts. Six MEDCAPS to RF/PF units were conducted
with 174 personnel treated. The following materisls were furnished to RF/FF
cubposts: 60 4 x 8 x 12' beams, 800 sandbags, 30 sheets of PSP, and 270 rounds
of 81rm illumination, .

(£) L73d Engineer Company:

The 1734 Engineer Company consitructed a timber trestle bridge
at BR818900 on 31 March 1969 uhile en RF/PF platoon secured ihe bridge site. Coor-
dination end cooperation was excellent and RF/FF pérsonnel were taught the basic
rudements of military bridging during construction,

(3) April:

(a) Two combined reacticn forces vers deployed in rasponse to enemy
initiated incidents during the month. )

l., On 2 April, the lst platoon of B Company, 2-503d, jJoined
RF/PF forces vic My Duc (4) Hamiet (BR803968) ii. response to an enemy initiated
embush on a MACV vehicle on Highwey 514 and a simultenecus attack on nearby RF/FF
forses, The resction force was requested by the Hoai Nhon Distriet Chief, The
attack on the RF/PF broke when US troops were helilifted in; a joint US-ARVN
sweep vielded nezative results,
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2. At 172330 April, PF “soces in Lai Due 7ille e (BR876895)
cere under attack by en un'mowva :ize a2merry Jorce., The District Chief led a
combined reaction “orce of D/2-5734, attecked APCs from C/1-50th, and PF units
in relief, The APCs moved to 'iihin 100 neters ol the village, where the troops
dismounted end entered th- village., Again, ile ene~y broke contact and no further
contact 'as established,

(b) The “ollowing; conmbined forces are providing .:curity screens for
specific tarzet hamlets in Hoei mon District:

1. The 163 RF Co, 2/ PF P1lt, and Cc B, 2-5034 in Dinh Cong
(BR7987952) cnd Dinh Tri (DR902965) hanlets.

2. -The 971 K Co (-), 227 FF Plt, and Co G, 2-503d in iy Duc
Gamlet (BR7S7952).

(c) Trom 10-22 Anril, TF 2-502d provided fercl treining to PP
writs in Cinh Chuong Hamlet (TR826943). RF/FP treizin; hea ‘teen o continuing
e “Tort under Operation Meabiv-tior ‘reen, with infor-al classcs being given *o
RF/PF force~ located with US units in the field, RU/PF squids heve been integr-
ated with US units in both smcll walt patrolling and ambtushes,

¢, Other Combined Operations and Assistence for ARVI, MSF/CSF, Units and the
PFF:

(1) TFebruary:

() Three XSF couwrcnies deployel with the 23 Batialion, 503d Inf-
antry duriag O-eralion Deriyr Treil I and II, 13F271 conducted RIF operations
vithin the 28 Betilalion's A0 cduring Derby Treil I, During Darby Trail II, MSF
2¢1 and MSF 262 also conducted RIF cperations wilh the 2d Battalion during the
peried 3-13 February end 1024 February respectively., 4 forward observer was
assigned to each company during the operations from the 3d Naztalion, 319th
Artillery. Coordinatio:n and cooperction ias excellent durin, these operations,

(v) One CSF comrany {Det A 221) provided security for FSB Barbare,
vhere the co-located CP of the 4th Batialion, 503d Infantry and the A7th ARVN
Re_inent vas meinteined during Operation Darby March IX. On 4 February at ap-
proximately 2030 hours, the company repelled a probe by an untnown size enery
force on the FSB, The securiiy provided vas excellent.

(¢) During February, the 2d Bettelion (Pleiku) conducted two com~
bined operations with the lst Battalion (Mech) 5°th Infantry, 173d Airborne
Brigade,

1. From 9-19 February, the 24 MSF Battelion conducted RIF
operations in conjunction with Operation Derby Punch in the An Khe ares, east

Y%7
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of MACV designated enemy base area 202, TFire supnort was provided by C Battery,
6/29th Artillery until 15 February and through th» lst Battalion (Msch), TOC
thereafter, US aviation assets vere nroviied and moved 234 troops and 94 tons of
cargo in suoport of the MSF Battalion, )

2+ Durin; Operation Darby Punch II (20-22 February) the 24
MSF Battalion agein conducted RIF operations in the An Khe erea, first to the east
of An Khe end later to the southwest, Fire supvort :es provided through the lst
Battelion (Mech) TOC, US aviation assets moved 280 troops and 12 tons of cargo
in syprort of the cperation,

(d) The NPFF participated in three cordon enu s.arch operations
with the 24 Baitalion, 503d Infaniry during February. They included the hamlets
of Lo Diea (12 February), Ten Thanh (14 Februery), end Cuu Loi (25 February),
NFFF wvere helilifted into the area with US units and after the cordon had been
established, assisted in the search of the hamlet, These three operations re-
sulted in 30 VC/NVA KIA, / VC/NVA CIA, end 58 detainees.

(2) March:

(a) During Merch, the 4th Battalion, 503d Infantry combined with
the 2d MSF Reconneissance Company in Operation Darby Punch IIT. This operation
was a combined HAWK operation south of An Khe and east of MACV designated Bass
Al‘ea 202 .

(b) The 1lst Battalion, 503d Infantry participated in three com-
bined operstions with NPFF during March,

1. On 12 March the lst Platoon of C Comvany, i-503d Infantry,
a ~letoon of C Company, 1-69th Armor end !'PFF elements conducted o combined
combat sweep to the west of Hijhvay QL 1 in the crescent erea to prevent VC.and
VCI from reentering the area after the terminstion of Darhy Cresh. Retions were
provided to NPFF units and tanks provided transportation, Goordination and coop-
eretlon vere excellent.

2. From 25-31 March, A/1-5038 Infantry end NPFF elements con-
ducted a combined seerch and clear operatlon and cordon and search operation
south of the llui Mieu and Tiger Mcunteins to destroy the VO infrastructure in
these areas. The operation resulted in 2 VC/IVA KIA end 11 detainsees.

3. From 26-31 March, B/1-503d Infantry and NPFF elczents
conducted combined search and clear end cordon and search onerations in the
area southeast of LZ Crystel. This operation resulted in 1 VC/NVA KIA end 19
deteinses,
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(¢) The Lth Bat.alion, £03d Infentry conducted a combined cordon
and search operation at Phu Tai (1) Hemlet with four R® companies and one NP

company.
(d) On 30 March TF E/17th Cavelry end a teem of the Phu My NFFF

conducted e combined cordon end scarch oneration of Ven An Hamlet (BR928841).
Approximately 15 psople were screened with negative resulis,

(3) April:

Three combined cordon and search operations were conducted during

April, one by the 2d Battalion in Operation Darby Trail II an. two by TF 4-503d
in Operation Washington Green., All three were targeted against the local VCI,

() On 3 Anril, B/2-503d and IPFF elements conducied a cordon and
search of Cun Loi Hmelet {BS924120). US forces esta®lished the cordon end 1
vlatoon of Company B eccompanied "FFF elements during their search, The oper-
ation was based on intelligence gathered from a FW and captured documents and
vielded 40 deteinees, 16 of whon were later classified civil defendants,

. (b) On 12 April, Cosmany B, 4~503d, and NPFF elemants conducted
a cordon and <earch of Hoi Phu hamlet (PS83,055). A~ain U forces established
a cordon and one platoon accompanied the NPFF elements during the search, Two

detainees were extracted.
(¢) On 25 April, Company 4, 4~503d, 217 RF Company (-), and NFFF
elements conducted a cordon and search of An Qui Hamlet (BS286116), After US

troops established the cordon prior to first light the RF and NPF# elements
conducted the seerch. Seven detainees were extracted.
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7. Chemical Operations: The 51st Chemical Detachment of the 173d Airborne
Brigade provided chemicel support on a standby besis vhenever requested by
slements of the Brigade. The following missions were accomplished:

a., Herbicide Migsions:
DATE METHOD AREA TARGET SORTIES /AMOUNT HECTARES

16 Feb UHID with  BS893085 Grass/Shrubs 1/110G Diesel 1.25
110 gal SASS

28 Feb UH1D with  CR038153 Grass/Skrubs and 1375G Blve 140
110 gal SASS CR033140 Trees on perimeter 165G Orange
CR033130
CRO38122
CRO38140
CRO38150

18 Mar OH-47 with  BR570455 Elephant Grass, 6/2000 gal Blue  598.6
600 gal tank BR570445 Trecs and Shrubs 1000 gal White
BR620475
BR620465
BR430465
BR44S4T0
BR465505
BR.78465

2/ Mar CH-47 with BR913745-Grass & Shrubs 1/275 gal Orange 123
600 zal tank BRO06748 110 gal White

BR911758
BR919757

BR926760
BRO34755

BR932722
BRO37744

BR935740
BR925752

12 Apr CH-47 with BR452477 Single & double-  2/970 gal Orangs 170
600 gal tank BR4S7477 cenopy trees &
BR4A56463 shrubs
BR4/5465
BRAASLTO
BRAATLT3

S0
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12 Apr  CH-47 with 30 mtr width Grass/Shrubs 1/550 gal Blus 20
600 gal tenk strip along
perimeter fr:
BR/ 50485
BR4A75490
BR488/51

26 Apr  CH-47 with  BR929747 Elephant grass 1/350 gal Blue 3
600 gal tank BR930745 trees and shrubs
BR931743 70/30%
BR932740
BR930738
BR925740
BRO24742
BRO25745

b. Riot Control Agent CS:

(1) Hawk Team 14 Co D 1/503 Inf used two E-8's on 4 Feb in atterpt
to force 2 VC/NVA from tunnel cave complex in vic of BR918808, with negative
results, The 51st Chemical Det utilized a Mity Mite and 80 1lbs of micropul-
verized CS on the same complex with negative results,

(2) On 5 Feb 27 E-8 CS Launchers (See 1 above) were incorporated intc
the perinmeter defense of LZ English,

(3) Result of tunnel operation (See 1 above) was 2 VC/NVA XIA. The
tunnel complex was seeded with an additional 30 1lbs of CS-1 and on 7 ¥ei ras
destroyed.,

(4) E-158's were dropped in support of Snoopy Resaling in AO Lee, Two
were dropped on 6 Feb at BR799923, two were dropped 10 Feb .t BR821589 and
BR325584, two were dropped on 1i Feb at BR798932; Both fallea to ignite, the
cause was abttributed to loose set screw on the fuse assembly, v ~ more were
dropped on 19 Feb at BR318991 and functioned normally, All drop. were followed
by gunships and artillery fire with no visible results.

(5) On 6 March the 51st Cml Det supported 4/503 in Operation STL.RAY I,
Three CH-47 aircraft were used to drop ©=158 CS Canister Clusters, A total
of 77 B-158s were loaded in 2 aircraft and 78 in the other. A total of 182
E-1583 were used to blanket the area. One EM was wounded while dropping E-158s,
One E-158 malfunctioned at the tail of the aircraft and had to be kicked out,
Some CS did get into the aircraft,

(6) On 12 March the 51st Oml Det supported 4/503 on Operation STINGRAY II,
Again 3 CH-47 eircraft were used. A total of 30 E-158s were rigged in each of

Y
COHFIDELTUHAL




Lids | i ta ko

L Lad

Ty TR

LEAACE LM

CCLRFIDELTIAL

AVBE-SC /MHD 15 May 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learnec

the aircraft. A total of 90 E-158s were employed.

(7) On 13 March 56 E-153s were tested to find out vhy some munitions
melfunctioned. Two munitions failed to function and two functioned premsturely.

(8) On 291730 April, the Brigade Chemical Officer and NCO, and the CO,
51st Chemical Detachment, engaged a suspected enemy position by dropping
8 E-158 CS cannisters in an area bounded hy the following coordinates:
BS745020, BS748020, BS747029, BS749029, The CS was followed by gunship f{ire
and 20 minutes of artillery Firecracker snd HE fire, A BDA following the
strike observed no visible resuiis.

¢, Per _anel Detector Program:

(1) MPD Operator “rom the 51st Cml Det supported 4/503 in AO Weinuright
during February. There were two missions flown for 5 hours and 30 minutes.

(2) 1 MPD Operator from the 51st Cml Det supported the 1/50 Inf Mech-
anized Infantry in AO Marsrall during Feb flying 4 missions end 5 hrs 15 min.

(3) 1 APD/MPD Operator from the 51st Cml Det supported the 173d
Abn Bde in A0 Lee during Feb flying 16 missions and 21 hrs and 25 minutes.

(4) On 11 Feb 69 at 1700 hrs the one 01 Fixed Wing Aircraft carrying
a Snoopy Operator and one MPD was fired upon and crashed in the wic of BR840735.
The pilot was killed end the MPD Operator received fractures of left femur,
right ankle and left wrist. The opsrator was extracted end svacusted to the 67th
Evec Hospital.

(5) 1 MPD Operstor from the 51st Cml Det supported the 4/503 in AO
Marshall during March. There were five migsions flowm for 7 hrs & 45 min,

(6) 1 APD/MPD Operator from 51st Cml Det supported the TF 173d Abn
Bde in AO Lee durinz March flying 7 migsions for 9 hrs and 30 minutes.

(7) On 6 March 1969 2 MPD wcre used in conjunction with Operation
Stingray I, TheMPD was used to pinpoint enemy locatlon before initiaticn of
the operation was ordered.

(8) 1 APD/MPD operator from the 51st Cml Det sumportes TF 173d Abn Bde
in A0 Lee during March {lying 11 missions for 16 hours and 20 minutes, The
missions provided treining for new individuals of the Command who will be I[lyiry
these missions neriodicslly in the future.

5
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(1) The 1732 Abn Bde Chenical 3ection assisted the 2rizade PSYOPS
Section by dropping Chieu Hoi and VIP leaflets over hot snoopy reading at the
following location:

DATE LOCATIV! 0. OF LEATLETS
14 Feb BR7384-7385 15,000
16 Feb ER9697-9699 15,007
19 ¥Feb BR3198-8199 5,000
26 Feb BR3187-8257 5,000

(2) ©On 1 Aprii, nembers of the Bde Cml Section and 51st Chemical Det
spreyed 100 gal of 4% Malathion in vic of BR934894. This misuion was flowm
to destroy swarus of flying insects around Relay Station 60 (Hawk's Nest).

(3) Alternate Trailiust Mission was Tlown on 2 Anril in vic of BS3512
to 3R4L97.

(4) Twc PFT missions were conducted during the month of April; both
migsions were in suyport of clearing selected areszs of the perimeter at LZ
English, On 10 Anril one operator was severly burned when the valve section
of the PI'T he was using melfunctioned and would not stop the flow of fuel. He
was using unthickened fusl. 40 gallons of thiclkened fuel were expended on 29
April in the perimeter clearing oneration.

3
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8. Enzineer Support:

a. During the reporting period the 173d Enginesr Commany completed
seversl construction tasks thile continuin; to supwort the organic and at-
tached neneuver bettclions, A breakdoim b~ month nrojects vorked on by the
173d Engineer Co-many follous: .

(1) Drojects that the 173d En :ineer Comrany voriied on during the
-onth of February wvere; Retuilding of bunkers 12, 16, 16A, 27, 37 and 38,
erecting a tangle foot fence between buniers 25 and 36, erecting a double
concertina fence from bunker 31 to 36, bvildin; s signe” 1-lur station on top
of hill f41 (though this was completed in !farch), a demolition team closed
down FSB Shenan.ioeh, a demolition tean desiroyed a tunnel and cave conplex on
cn islend 1n the Bong Son River, blowing weapons errlace-ents at LZ Two Bits,
buildin_ of bunlers oan the east side of the air-field. In Bao Loc the 3d
"Platoon constructed an unde,grcund TOC, and “ourteen WABTOCg,

(2) Projects that the 173d Engineer Comsany worked on during the
month of March were; Signal relay stetion on hill 641, blew weapons emplace-
nents at LZ Two Bits, constructed 61st Avn TOC, put roofs on 8 buildings in
HGs ares, repaired-bridge going into Bonj; Son, rebuilt bunkers 17, 18 and 36,
constructed chaplain's quarters, constructed a wire fence around east side of
the air field and around the class I yard, constructed a new company CP,
Penaprime machine continued to work on Bde roads, put in a bridge at ths
Uational Police HQs in Bong Son, constructed a bridge at Hol Duc, constructed
a tower for a giren at Provost Marshall HQs, furnished transportation for the
IPYW compound, furnished durmm trucks to haul gravel for 19th Engr Bn, D7 dozer
worked at LZ Two Bits and for the FF/PF, west of the Song Kim Son River,
sterted work on buildings for the 404th RRU,

(3) Projects thot the 1734 Enzineer Company worked on during the montl

of April tere; a new area for the 29th Scout Dog plt, a new erea for the 404th
RRU, revetments for Hewksye, quarters for the Provost Marshall, & shed for a
150 KW Generator, a s*anograshers hooch, a buildia: for the Air Force, 30Q

in the Bde HQs area, revetmeuts for the dustoff aircraft, erected lights out-
side the Casper berm, conducted an explosives test, supported the 3/319th
Artillerv in building FSB Frost, construcred a new waterpoint at 1Z Ollie,
conducted civic actions near LZ Urenge, repaired & bridze in the Commanding
Leneral's area, g ¢rader and a peraprime machine worred on the Bde roads
dur®ag the moath, dump trucks hauled grevel for S5.

by

b, Significant activities for the renortin; period were:

(1) The 173d Engincer Comnsny had the responsibility of performing
minesweeps on a daily basis from LZ Daglish, along QL-1 end 3 Alpha to LZ
Pony, from L7 Unlift north along QL-1 ending at 3 Alpha, and from LZ Sehueller
to LZ Action,
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(2) For the entire reporting period a squad from the fourfh platoon
vas attached to the Fourth Battallon, 503d Infantry performing many engineer
tasks,

(3) The third platcon wes located at Bao Loc, vhere it was supporting
the Third DBattalion, 503d Infantry,

¢, Problems Confronting the Commander:

(1) Continued shorteges of major items (a-scoop loader, 3 ton crane
end dump trucks) and dispersion of operational equipment throughout Brigade
AO's, severly hampered operations in the LZ English arez.

(2) Repair parts shortages for one dozer has prevented it's use
throughout the period. A dozer of the airmobile type was dropped by a CH 54
while being trengported to FSB Frost, thus depriving the compeny of 1t's use
for the latter period of April.

(3) Disaersion of.for'c 1ifts when convoys arrive has created a pro-
blem for this unit. Due to the short turn about time convoys have, the unit

'sometimes finds it.necessary to utilize a wrecker or manpower to off load
lumber and cement, periodically causing damage to the material,
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9, Iraining:

a. During the reporting veriod the 173d Alrborne Brigade continued to con-
duct jungle warfare treining of nevly arrived replacenents., A breekdowm of per-
sonnel trained by month follous:

(1) February:

() Personnel assigned to the 1734 Airborne Brigade: 29 Officers
and 475 Enlisted Men,

(b) Personnel not assigned to the 173d Airborne Brizade: 2 Of-
ficers and 17 Enlisted Men,

(2) March:

(2) Personnel assigned to the 172d Airborne Erigede: 18 Officers
and 571 Enlisted ‘len.

(b) Personnel not assigned to the 173d Airborne Brigade: 4 Of-
ficers and 40 Enlisted len,

(3) April:

{a) Personnel assigned to the 1734 Airtorne Brisade: 37 Cfficers
and 474 Enlisted Men,

(b) Personnel not assigned to the 173d Airborne Brigade: 3 Of-
ficers and 122 Enlisted len.

b. The 1734 Airborne Brizade elso continued its sponsorship of the RF/FF
Leadership School at Cemp Redcliff, A breakdown of Vietnamese personnel trained
by month follows:

(1) TFeb :

(a) Sixty (60) non-commisioned officers' graduated from the school
on the first day of the month, Class 2-69 stevted on 20 January 1969 and grad-
uated on 1 February 1969, The Honor Graduate for Class 2-69 wes Trung Si I To
ven Khe from Phu Yen Province., The Honor Granduate recisved a pleque and & cer-
tiflcote of achievement for his efforts, The RF/PF Leadership School suspended
clg;ses during th& Vietnamese TET holideys with Class 3-69 starting on 3 March
1969,

Ky’
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(b) The 1734 Support Bettalion initiated a Zour day course for train-
ing of Vietnamese Revolutionary Development Team personnel. The course consisted
of ingtruction on the assembly, disas sembly, end meintenance of the carbine and
BAR; anbush end comter-ambush technigues; niiht anbush and defense of hamlets;
feniliarization and cheracteristics of hend Zrenades and cleymore mines, An
overaight field exercise is plannzd for integrationin future classes fo. practical
exercise and instructionzl purroses. Thirty-three (33) students jzraduated fron
the school during the munth, Class 1-65 stiertec on 3 Februery ard graduated on
9 February 1969 uith twenty-one (21) students, Class 2~69 siarted on 6 February
1949 end rradusted on 9 Februery 1969 with tuelve (12) students., All students
recieved a certific:te at ¢ groduation nxercise at the conclision of each class,

It is anticirated that these RD classes till continue 4o te scheduled between RF/PF
classes,

(2) Mzxch:

(2) The 173d Surrort Bat.alion continued tc conduct the Brigade
Re ,longl Torces/Pc~ular Force: lesdership School during tlerch, Class 3-59 started
on 3 Merch 1969 and forty-six (46) Jon-Corrisioned OZficera graduated from the
school on 15 “arch 1969, The Honor firanducte for Class 3-69 vc. Nugyen Ngoc
Truong of Binh Dinh Provirce. The Honor Graduate received a vlaque and a Uar-
cxricate of Achievement lor his elforts, Class 4~-69 begen on 24 March 1969 with
cifty-thiree (53) lon-Commigsioned Officers eitending.

(b) The RF/FF Leedership School continued it's” Tour fay training
course for Vietnamese Revolutionary Develonrment Tean nersonncl, BRD class 3-69
begen on 17 larch 1669, and thirty-one (31) students graduetod from the course
on 20 March 1969. All greduates rece..~? a Certificate of Training at a grad-
uation exercise at tle conclusiocn I tle clasa,

(3) Aorii:

(a) The 1734 Surport Eattalion coniinued to conduct the Erigade
Regional Forces/Populer Forces Lecderslip School during A~ril., RF/PF Class 4-63
begen on 25 March 1969 with £ifty-three (53) [CO's, and ;reduated on L April 1969,
Trung Si I Doan von Xiw of Zinh Dinh Province was the lionor Tratinte of Cless
4L-83, RF/PF Class 5-69 began on 14 April 1969 with 24 officers, end gradvated
on 26 April 196S. 2/Lt lzuyen huu Cua of Phu Ron Province vas tke Honor Greduate
of RF/PF Class 5~%9. Each graduate of the RF/PF Leazdership School receives a
coertificate of completion, a "Sky Werrior" shoulder teb cnd e class picture. The
Tonor Graduste of the RF/PF also receives a Honor fGraduvate Certificate of Com-

‘pletion,

(b) The RF/F Leedership School continued its treining course for
Revolutionety Develonment Tean personnel. RD Class 4-69 begen on 8 April 1969 :+ith
30 students and wes gradueted on 10 April 1969, A1l graduatcs received e Cer-
tificate of Troining at a greduation exercise at the completion of tre class,
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10. Psychological Qﬁe;gtiong and Civie Action:
a. February:
(1) Commmnity Relations and Civil Affeirs Projects:

(a) The S-5 Section, 1734 Airborne Brigade continued to
actively support ARVN dependent housing during February. Block making con-
tinues at all thres ARVN Regimental Areas. Actual construc.ion has begun
at TUY HOA (47th Regiment) and LZ Dog (4Oth Regiment)., The Rrigade S-5 also
continued to supply building and barrier materials to MACV and Civil Affairs
Teams in support of the accelerated vacification progrem. Increased emphasis
wag placed on getting ARVN's to verform civic actions. At the end of Feb-
ruary severel projects, including the repair of two schools, the improve-
ment of a rural road, MEDCAP operations, and the repair of a dispensary have
been undertaken by the 224 ARVN Division, supplemsnted by thio Cuwwuaud.

(b) Combined or unilateral assistance in commodity dis-
tribution Tor the month was as follows:

1. Food

a. The Brigade S-5 donated 600 pounds of food ‘to
various orphanases, schools, churches end villages throughout the Brigade
A0,

b. The lst Bn {Abn) 503d Infantry donated 50
pounds of food to the village of AN HOAN,

¢. The 2d Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry donated 220
pounds of assorted foods and fruits to the Ngoc Son School in Bong Son,

d. The 4th Bn' (Abn) 503d Irfantry donated 138
pallons of milk, 170 pounds of assorted vegeiables and 1500 pounds of rice
to the province of PHU YEN.

2. The 173d Support Battalion donated 450 pounds
of food to the An Khe orphanage, 385 poinds ~* Zood to in Thack Village and
2700 pounds of edible garbage to villagers in the An Khe area for feeding
their pigs.

£. The lst Bn (Mech) 50th Infantry donated 500
pounds of rice to a Montagnard village in their AO,
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g. The 3d Bn 319th Artillery donated 700 pounds
ef food to the Bong Son refugee camp.

2. Clothing:

8. The 1lst Bn.(Abn) 503d Infantry donated 30
pounds of clothing to the village of My Loc.

L. The 2nd Bn (Abn) 5034 Infantry delivered 25
items of assorted clething to the Hgoc Son School,

. ¢. The 173d Support Battalion delivered 70 meters
of cloth to the An Khe orphansge.

2' Buildine ﬂntgvﬂ a |3:

a. The Brigade S.5 delivared the following itens
to the designated projects sites in the Brd.zade AO.

75 Shoats of tin HOAT AX

5 tons of sand Bong Son Hosvoital
165 gallons of diesel fuel Bong Son Hospital
677 kilos of lims Dong Son

1000 board feet of lumber Phu My District
5.GP Medium tents De Duc Village
1000 eight foot pickets Tam Quan

b. Thke 2nd Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry donated 40
bags of cement, two 24 ton &ruckloads of sand, and 1000 pounds of steel for
ths construction of the An Duong Pagoda.

' ¢. The 4th Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry donated 400
board feet of lumber, 20 gallons of paint and 100 pounds of cement to the
village of An Tuc,
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d. The 1734 Support Battalion delivered 30 begs
of cenent to the An Khe Orphanage.

e¢. The 1st Bn (Mech) 50th Iafantry donated 8 bags
of cement to a Montagnard village in their AO,

" £. The 3d Bn 319th Artillery doneted 700 pounds
of cement, /4,400 board feet of lumber and 50 pounds of neils to the Bong Son
refugee camp.

4. Hygienic Itemg:

a. The 1lst Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry donated 150
.bars of soap, 40 tooth brushes and 40 tubes of tooth paste to the’ village of
My Loc, ‘

5 b. The 2d Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry donated 200 bars
] of soap to the villages of An Than snd Lo Dien, 60 bars of soap and 30 tubes
of tooth paste to the Ngoc Son School.

i ¢. The 4th Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry doneted 100 bars
] of goap with various toilet articles to wounded RF/PF soldiers in Phu Yen
2 Province,

_ d. The 1st Bn (Mech) 50th Infantry donated 150
¢ bars of gsoap to a Montagnard village.

e. The 5d Bn 319th Artillery donated 100 bers of
soap to the Bong Son relugee camp,

5. School Supnlies and Educgtional Agsistance:

a. The 1st Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry donated 5 pounds
of paper, 50 pencils, 20 desks and 4 benches to the My Loc village school.

b. The 2nd Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry donated various
school supplies to the Ngoc Son School,

aid station in the village of Dong Tie received OJT from the 4th Bn {Abn)
503d Infantry medical personnel. :

d. The 1st Bn (Mech) 50th Infantry provided four

} c. The Vietnamsse medical personnel working at the
| U.S. Sky Sqldiers to teach at the An Khe High School in their off duty time.
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6. MEDCAFS:

68 MEDCAPS were conducted duripg the month of Feb-
ruary and 2810 patients were treated.

"(2) Rura) Develonment:

(a) The 1st Bn (Abn) 503d Infentry assisted in construction
of a dispensary at the village of My Loc.

i

(b) The 2nd Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry agssisted in the con-
struction of two houses.

.(3) Paychological Operationg:

(a) Toun Meetingg - The 1st Bn (Abn) 503d. Infantry con-
ducted one town meeting in Chan Than Hamlet.

(b) Loudgpesker ard Leaflet Migsiong:
l. Speaker time -~ 89 hours

2. Total leeflets dropped - 3,414,000

el i3y

3. Basic Themes - VIP, Chieu Hoi, National Safe Con-
: duct Pass, GVN Image and TET,

b, March:
(1) Community Relations and Civil Affairs Projects:

(a) The $-5 Section, 173d Airborne Brigade continued: to
actively support ARVN Dependent Housing, Block making continued at all three
ARVN Regiunental Areas. Actual construction has begun at all three areas.
40th ARVN Regiment (LZ English),has 2 units 45% and 5% complete, respectively.
41st ARVN Regiment (Phu My) has 1 unit 10% comvleté, and 47th ARVN Regiment
(Tuy Hoa) has 2 units 60% and 10% complete respectively. Brigade S-5 also
, continued to supply bullding and barrier material to MACV and Civil Affairs
} Teams in support of the accelerated Pacification Campaign. Increased emph-

asis, wags placed on getting ARVN and local GVN Agencies to ~onduct Civic Ac-
| tion ‘and Psyope programs in thelr areas of responsibility. In addition to
! projects such es MEDCAP, improvement of rural roads and repair of a dispensary,
|

1t 1is notevorthy that 224 ARVN Division, su plemented by this command, spon-
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sored until completion, rebuilding ¢®"Qui Thuan (BS 895738) end the re-
building of Duong Lieu School (BR 923211). These pi'cj::ts were accompliched
by the 40th ARVN Regt in concert with 2/503d Inf, 1734 Abn Bde. The ARVN
goldiers supplied materials ‘((provided by Bde $-5) and provided personnel

to work along with the people. The projeét vias handled in such a manner as
to reflect ARVN (GVN) support and assistance to the people in their self

help program, Additionally, 22d ARVN Division has increased its use of
psyopa facilities available through this command. A good txample of this
took place, when on 22 March 1969, VC burned a hamlet (Tai Luong, BS 887025)
displacing 456 femilies. The S-5 Officer of the 40th ARVN Regiment, pre-
pared a Psyops Leaflet which was turned over to us for reproduction., After
being check-d and reproduced, 1500 copies were released to 40th ARVN Regiment
S-5 who in concert with the local district and harlet officials conducted a
Psyops program and provided FF/PF labor to move foodstuff and housing mat-
erials %recla;med lumber, ‘tin, ammo boxes, etc) to the burned out area. Met-
eriels furnished by this commend were; 4 ea 2 ton truck loads of reclaimed
lumber, 1 ea truck load of reclaimed tin, 30 ammo boxes, 13 bags of bulgar
wheat, and 7 GP medium tents and agsorted food stuffs. However, the entire
project was handled by local officials in the name of GVN, and all materials
provicad by us, were turned over to local Vietnamese Officials for actual
distribuiion to the people. The Volunteer Irformation Progrem this year, hes
been very successful. As of 25 Marsh 1969, the program has netted this
command, 2 Machine Guns, 3 Small Arms Rounds, 48) Hand Grenades, 23 Mines
and Booby Treps, plus many other assorted explosives and décuments.

. (b) The LZ English Health School end Dispensary continue
to be effective. The fifih class graduates 7 April 196S. Recently, plague
was discovered in the local village of Bong Son. The Health Worker School
personnel including recent gradustes, assisted in the dusting of Bong Son
and the immunization of 2,260 persons to date. Immunization procedures con-
tinus, The rapid and professional manner in which this problem was handled
ig a tribute not only to ‘he expertise of medical (U.S. and Local GVN) per-
gonnel bu} also to the time and efforts of the LZ English Health School Per-
sonnel.

(c). The 24 Bn (Abn) 503d Infentry, 173d Airborne Brigade,
continues unilateral sponsorship of the Ngoc Son Ruddist Orrhanege in Zong
Son. The 3d Bn 319th Artillery, 173d Airborne Brigede, continues unilateral
sponsorship of the Catholic Refugee Camp in Bong Son.

(d) Combined or Unilateral Assistance in Commcdity Dis-
tribution for the month was as follows:

1., Food:

b
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2. The Brigade S-5 donated 720 pounds of food to
the variocus orphansges, churches and villages throughoui the Erigade AO,

b. The 1/503d aonated 180 pounds of assorted food
and candy throughout the AO,

c. The 2/503d donated 100 pounds of food and candy
to the iigoc Son School in Bong Son,

d. The 4/503d donated 941 pounds of assorted foods
end fruit, and 48 gallons of rdlk to tlie An Tuc District Headquarters for
stribuhlon throughout the district.

g. The support Battalion, donated 1,450 pounds of
assorted food and fruit to the various churches and schools in An Khe, and
delivered 6,440 pounds of edible garbage o the An Khe Pig Farm,

£. The 1/50th donatec. 100 pounds of assorted food,
fruit and candy to children in various hospitals and orphenages in An Khe.
In addition soap and shover shoes were given to wo-nded RF/FF soldiers and
their families. Also 150 pounds of edible garbage was donated to the An
Khe Fig Farm, Ve

g. The 3/319th donated 300 pounds of food to the
Bong Son Refugee Camp {Catholic). All food is turned over to the parish
priest for redistribution to the people.

2. Clothing:

1/503d doneted 20 pounds of clothing during MEDCAP
Operations,

3., Bullding Materjala:

8. The Brigade S5-5 delivered the following items
to various projects in the Bde AO. (It should be noted that the greater
portion of items such as lumber, cement, lime and nsils are delivered bo
ARVN Dependent Housing Projectsi.

ITENS

3,023 Bags of Cement

16,831 Board Feet of Lumber

X
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1,060 Sheets of Tin

531 Begs of Line

690 Rolls Barbed Wire

19,700 Sand Bags

15 Tents GP Medium (Salvage)

2,360 Pickets (En;ineer 6' - 8')

1,15% Gallons Gas

175 Pounds of Mails (Asscrted Sizes)

b. 1/503d donated 300 board feet lumbar and 200
roof tiles in support of My Loi Village HQ repair.

g¢. 2/503d delivered 2 2% ton truck loads of lum-
ber, 6 2 ton truck leeds of send, 9000 gallons of waker, 1000 pounds of
steel and 80 bacs of cement to the Hoi Duc/Hoi An Pegoda to assist in build-
ing of samo.

g T
ber, 281 bags of cement and 300
their AO,

1
41

o 4/5034 delivered 3;600 hoprd feet of lum-
gallons of water to various projects in

e. 1/50th donated 50 nounds of nails to the New
, Zealand Red Cross for constrction of homes for Montegnards,

£. 3/319th donated 2,600 bags of cement and 10,000
board feet of lumber to the Eong Son Catholic Refugee Camp.

& Agricultural Supplies:

4/503& donated 25 assorted farming tools to Mon-
tagnard resettlement Camp XU DINH DUP.

5. Hyglenic items:

&. 1/503d donated 200 bars soap, 7 toothbrushes
and 8 tubes tooth paste during MEDCAPS,
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b. 2/503d donated 30 tubes of tootr paste and 300
bars of soap to the Ngoc Son School in Bong Son, 370 bars o soap donate during
MEDCAPS. '

c. 3/319th distributed 400 kits of personal hy-
gienc items to the Bong Son Catholic Refugee Camp.

6. School Supplies:

4. Brigade S-5 purchased 35,000 $VN worth of
school supplies which were distributed to vardous schools throughout the
Bde AO, Suppliss consisted of pens, ink, ink wells, blotters, rulers, note-
books and pencils. All supplies were turned over to ARVl S-5 Officer, by
Battalion S~5 Officers of this command, to be redistributed as though it
came from the ARVN Regiments,

. 1/503d donated 80 pounds of paper to the Diem

Tieu Refugee Village.

¢. 4/503@ donated 100 school kits to tha St Joha the
Baptist Catholic Church/School in An Khe.

7. Visita to Local Institutions and GVN Districts:
The Brigade Commander, his staff, Battalion Com-
manders and Staff, try to make daily visits to liaison and coordinate with
their counterparts as well as local GVIl Officials throughout the Brigade AO.

These visits are single or multi-purpose, military or civil in nature, or
just friendly visits, which is determined by the deily situation.

8. Educational Agsistance:

8. 4/503d provides medical ingtruction for Viet-
nemese personnel (0JT)working at the aid station,of Dong Tie Village.

b. 1/50th provides 4 Sky Soldiers who teach at
the An Khe High School on their off duty time.

9. MEDCRPS:

60 MEDCAPS were conducted during March and 4584
patients were treated.

3

COHFIDEL TTAL




1

O VT

e B

T—

SCi FIDEHT1AL

AVBE..SC/MHD 15 May 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned

(2) Rural Developrent:

{a) 2/503d gave construction assistancs in the form of 20
man hours, 1 2% ton tyucks of lumber, 90C0 gallon: -7 water and 80 bags of
cement, toward the construction of 2 schools and a pagoda.

(v) 3/319th has donated 34 man days of labor and the equiv-
alent of 33,000 $VN material in support of the Bong Son Hospital.

(3) Psychological Operations:

(a) 1/503d conducted 2 town meetings at Vinh Ly (BR949612)
and Chanh Hoi (2) (BR 971630) in Fhu My (D).

(b) Armed Propaganda Teams: Negative
(¢) Loudspesker and Leaflet Missions
1. Spesker Time: 64% Hours
2. Total Leaflets dropped: 2,815,000

2, Bagic Themes: Chien Hoi, VIP, Safa Conduct Pasas
and GVN Image. )

c, Apri):
(1) Community Reilaticns and Civil Affeirs Projects:

(a) The S-5 Section 173d Airbor-e Brigade continues to actively
support ARVN Dependent Housing. Verticel construction is well undervey at all
three areas, ~40th ARVN Regiment wrich is located et LZ English, is construct-
ing wilts at L2 Dog, One wnit is completed with exception of closing the
septic tank loceted at the rexr of the building., Families to move into the
new quarters have been picled based on number of children end financial needs.
They arc expected to move into the new querters within ten days. The 41st
Regiment at LZ Crystal has one unit 80% complete. The 47th Regiment et Tuy
Foe has ons set of quarters 95% complete and tuwc sets of quarters 25% complete,
This project has picked up ARVN Cormand emphaisis and enthusiasm since ver-
tical construction has begun., The ARVI Commanders are placing greater emphasis
end the soldiers are displaying greater enthusiasm,
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(b) The LZ English lealth School and Dispensary continue to be
very effective. During the past month, the Dispensary treated 1,000 people
from the local'villages, Plague vhich vas mentioned in our last report was
brought under control throu h the efforts of many agencies, However, it is
notevorthy to mention that healih wor‘:er graduates contributed immeasurably in
the dusting ol thousands of homes and the immunization of over 12,000 persons,

(¢) The 2d Battalion, 513d Infantry, 173d Airborne Bri ade, continues
unilateral sponsorshin of the "goc Son Buddist Orphanage in Bong Son, The 34
Battalion, 319th Artillery, 173d Airborne Brigade, continues unilateral spon-
sorship of the Catholic Refugee Camp in E~»ng Son,

(a) Significant Pacificetion Items: RD Cadre has opened schools,
geveral of which are now operatirg in tents, in 7 target hamlets during the
past two weeks. A total of 70 p:rsons have moved back to My Duc Hamlet (Hoei MNhon)
to begin rebuilding and cleaning up the hamlet., Once this is accomplished, it
is planned that 600 persons will retwrn, Only persons capable of working to
repair homes have moved to the hamlet at this time, The 3d Battalion, 40th ARVN
Re:iment repeired a 6 classroom school in Qui Thuan (Tam Quan) which is a target
hamlet. The 4th Battalion, 40th ARVY Regiment is presently meking extensive re-
pairs to the ¥y An (Hoei Nhon) Meret Place, This is & terget hamlet in the 40th
Regiment AO, The parish priest at Qui Thuan (Tan Quen) asked the District Chief
for assistance in repairing the Catholic Church in the hamlet. He has moved
epproximately 20 persons into the humlet to begin repairs. Upon accomplishment
of the project (2-3 months) the priest will assist the District Chief in appealing
to the former residents of the hamlet to return. They are estimated at several
thousand and are presently residing in refugee camps at Tem Quan, Bong Son and
Jui Nhon. Hamlet chiefs in several target ha1lets have now returned and ere
living in the hamlets (day and night), Anong these are:

Qui Thuan (Tam Quan)
Truong Xuan (Tam Quan)
My Duc (Hoai Nhon)
Dinh Tri (Hoai I'hon)
Dinh Cong (Hoai Thon)
An Thuong (Hoai An)

(' Combined or Unilateral Assistance in Commodity Distribution
1. Food:

a. The Brigade S-5 donated 520 pounds of assorted foods and
candies to the various orphsnages, schools, churches, relugee camps, and villages
throughout the Brigade AO,

b. The 1/503d dlstributed 130 pounds of captured rice end
candies throughout Phu My and Hoai An District,
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¢. The 2/503d@ distribated over 1,200 pcunds of rice, fruits,
candies, and 40 gallons of nilk throughout their AO,

d. The 4/503d delivered over 800 pounds of rice, fruits,
cancéies, and milk to the An ‘he Refusee Center and the Catholic Orphange.

e. Support Battalion distributed 610 pounds of asscrted
foods, end frultsto the Cetholic end Protestant Churches in An Khe,

£. 1/50th ‘lechanized distridbuted 200 pownds of assortsd
foods and cendy to the An Khe Elementary School,

2. Clathing:

a. Brijsede 5-5 conated 50 pounds of clothing to children
dependents in the 40th ARVY Regiment,

b. 1/50th Mechanized donated clothing to 35 children of
the Xuyen Elemsntary School.

3. Buillding Materiels:

&. The Bde S-5 delivered the following items to ARVN Dep-
enden’t Housing Sites:

(1) 7,313 Bags Cexment

(2) 24,866 Boardfeet Lumber (Random Lengths)
(3) 2,888 Sheets Tin

(4) 472 Pounds :'ails (assorted sizes)

(5) 4 Pename Block “eking Machines

(6) 290 Door and Windov Finges

b. The 1/503d delivered 615 boerdfeet of lumber to verious
projects in their AQ,

c. The 2/503d delivered 2,000 saend bags, 8,000 gallons
of water, 14 cuble yurds of crushed rock, 6 gallons paint, 43 Yags of cement,

12 sheets of plywood (salvage) and 10 tons of sond to verious project sites.

d. The 4/503d distributed 1,800 boardfeet cf lumber, 16
sallons of vaint, 1,200 sand begs and 4,400 pounds of cement to various project
sites,

‘g
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4. Agriculturel Sup-lies: The 4/503¢ delivered 3,600 pounds
of edible garbage to the An Tuc Pig Farm.

5. Hyglenlc Itens:
a. 1/503d distributed 80 1bs of scap and 12 toothbrushes.,

b, 12/503d distributed 650 bars of soap and 25 tubes of
toothpaste,

¢. 4/5038 distributec 65 cases of soap.

4. 3/31Sth distribrted 425 nounds of assorted hygienic
items to include, scap, toothpasie end toothbrushes,

6. School Supplies:

a. 2/503d distributed onc hundred dollars worth of school
supplies to the Ngoc Son School.

L. 4/503d < -Vivered 100 school kits to the Tul huan School.
Kits consisted of pencils, erase: rulers, pens, ink, ink pots, blotters, and
notebooks.

¢. 1/50th provided school supplies for 72 children of the
Xvyen Elementary School.

d. 3/319th Artillery distribuded 550 pounds of school
supplies (pens, pencils, notebooks, erasers, ink end bletters) in the AO,

7. Visits to Local Instiviticns and GVH Districts:

The Brigade Commander, his staff, Bettelion Commenders and
Staff, try to meke daily visils for lieison and tc coordinete tith their counter-
perts as well as local GVN Officials trroughout tre Brigade AO, These visits
are single or multi-purpose, military or civil in netwre, or just friendly visits,
which is determined by the 4 ily situmtion, It shouvld be noted thet Bettelion
CP's are co-located with each district heaquarters, (i.e., 1/50th - Phu My,
1/503d - Hoai An, 2/503d - Hoai Mhopn and 4/503d - Tam Quans. In this manner coor-
dination is merely a matter o” turning to your covnterpart., This has proven to
be very effective, has increased understaniing end ruvport tetween US, ARVN and

oy 3 . P .
GVN Officials, has incrcased cperaticnel efficiency ond greatly enhanced the Pec-

“flcation Prozram,
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8, Educational Assistance:

a. The 2/503d provides e teacher, one hour dadly to the
Ngoc Son School to teach fundamentels of English,

4/503d provides medical instruction (0JT) for Vietnamest
Villege Ald Stetion,

)<
oD e

Personnel at the Dong

9.

3

E

DCAPS:

97 MEDCAPS were conducted during April end 13,277 patients
vere treated.

(2) Rursl Development:

(a) Road Improvement: The 1/50th spent 200 man hours rebuilding
a bridge at Tru Thong (BR 937834), and provided 1,000 boardfeet lumber and 20

peunds of nails for this project.

(b) School Improvement: 1/50th spent 150 men hours repeiring the
Yuyen Elementary School at An Khe,

(3) Psychological Onerations:
(a) Town Meetings: Negative
(b) Armed Propeganda Teams: legatlve
(¢) Loudspeeker and Leaflet Misuions
1, Speaker Time: 46k hours
2. Total Leaflets Dropped: 3,853,000
3, Basic Themes: Chieu Hoi, VIP, Sefe Conduct Pass.
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11, Personnel and Admingtragtion:
a, General:
(1) The Brigads persvinel posiure was good during the reporting period.
Overall the Brigade was over-strength 223 personnel. There were, however, certain

MOS skills that were short, The shortages at the end of the reporting period were
as follows:

WS  TINE ASSIGNED STRENGTH AUTHORTZED STRENGTH
04B Radio Op 75 146
1F Inf Op & Intel Sp 90 195
124 Combat Bnzr Pioneer 24 40
126 Bridge Sp 13
i2D Powered Bridge Sp 1
13B Field Arty Crewman 83
26B  Wpns Spt Radar Rpmn 1
26C Combat Area Survl Radar 3
31B Field Radio Mech 50
31G Tactical Comm Chief 38

318  Field Generel Corsec Rpmn
312 Avr Commo Chief

35E Sp Electricel Dev Rpmn
35L Av Comm Equip Rpmn

35N Av Flight Control Equip Rpmn
43K Canvas Rpmn

YAV Metal Working Foreman
45A  Armt Maint Appr

45G Turret. Arty Rpmn

453 Acft Armement Rpmn

52D Power Gen Equip Rpmn

54D Cml Equip Rpmn

5,E  Cml Staff Sp

634  Mech Maint Appr

63F Recovery Sp

63¢  Field & Equip Systems Rpmn
71E Court Rptr

716G Med Records Sp

71M’.  Cheplain Asst

71P  Flight Oper Coordinator
71T Maint Data Sp

D ~3
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76A  Supplyman 26
76J  Med Sup & Parts, Sp 0
765 Lutmvy Rpr Parts Sp 5 19
76U  Comm-Electron Repair Parts Sp 2 4
76V Equip Stor Sp 10 13
76W  Pertoleum Stor Sp 10 12
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Shorege Sp

General Draftsman

Photo Lab Sp
Clinical Sp

Food Service Appr

Pergonnel:

(1) The stren

as follows: (Omitted H
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¢, Discipline, Law and Order:

(1) The 173d !tilitary Police Platoon iy based or a six Squad structure,
Platoon Headquarters and three Squads (+) are supporting ti:e Commanding General,
173d Airborne Brigade and his <tesf at LZ English, One squad (-) is in support
of the 173d Airborne Brigade (Rear) at An Rhe., Ons Squad (-) is in support of
Task Force South at Bao Loc,.

(2) Base Camp Operation:

(=) The daily commitments at the end of this reporting period for
a 24 hour per’ @ -ere: 3 Tesk Sergesnts, 2 Desk Clerks, 1 Patrol Supervisor, 14
Petrolmen, 2 -uz " 1o sct up at the Bong Son Bridge, l'etional Police Station
cor fire surpor., 3 TOC _uards, 4 IPW Cage Guards, 3 Gate Uuards, and a special
2 nan unit that sets up a checkpoint at LZ Uplift - twlice weekly to check 173d
Airborne Brigade vehicles for proper authorization to leave AO Les,

(b) A total of I indigenous versonnel (interpreter) was processed
by the Brigade Provecst Marshall Office for the issuance of Erigede Indentification
Cards during the reporting period.

. (¢} The totel number of detainees processed by the 173d Militery
Police Platoon during the reporting veriod is as follows:

1. Prisoners of Wer - 63

2, Civil Dafendants - 304
3. Innocent Civilians - 911
4. Returmees - 0

5. Total - 1278

(d) During the reporting period the 173d Military Police Platoon
escorted a total of 17 convoys.

(e) There is no registration of privately owned weapons done at the
Brigede level. A1l registration is done at the USARV Provost Marshell Office and
the Brigade Provest Marshall Office will essist Brigade personnel with the neces-

cpry forms end informetion, With the exception, in emergency situtaticns when an
export license has not been received prior to departure of wespons owner, the Bri-
gade Provost Marshall can vrepare a certificate for the Vietnamese Customs Export

to servs as a temporery export license,
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(£f) The following is a breakdoimn of all violations recorded et the
Brigade Provost Mershall Office during the reporting veriod:

1. Non-traffic Vioiations - 129

jro

. CID Reports of Investigation - 95

CID Ceses - 64

S

Traffic Violations - 29

| 3

Motor Vehicle Accidents at Fault - 17

Moror Vehicle Accidents not at Feult - 19

io~

7. Motor Vehicle Fetalities ~ 2
(3) Tactical Support:

(2) During the revorting period the 173d Military Police Platoon
wes in operational support of A0 Marshall (An Khe), AO Lee (LZ English) and 3/503d
Infantry, Task Force South (Beo Loc).

(b) The total nuuter of detainees processsd by each area of oper~
ations is as follows:

1. AO Marshall - 64

2. AO Les - 730

(4) Staff Judge Advocate:

1]

(a) The discipline of the Brigade has been good during this reporting
period. In addition to the activities listed below, the SJA Seclion gave 38 com-
mander briefings, legal ins*truction to over 2100 replacement personnel, reviewed
15 reports or survey and board proceedings,

(b) Legal essistance was rendered to 1285 persomnel, This includes
Brigade and non-Brigade personnel,

(¢) Article 15 and non-judicial vunishment involved 716 cases.
Follouwing is o breakdowm of personnel punished’ by month:

(3412 1SN
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E EER MAR APR
3 1. E-~4 and below 223 196 212
é 2. E-5 and ebove 37 39 7
3
3. Officers 0 2 0

(d) The following is & breskdown by month of the type of court-
martial cases for the Brigzade during this reporting period:

FEB  MAR  APRR

1. General 0 0 0
2. Special 33 36 43
3. Summary 8 7 1"

(e) There were 32 Personnel Property Claims processed during the
reporting period,

4 d. Develcpment znd Mein®enance of Marsle:

(1) Morele within the Brigade remained excellent due ‘o increased and
improved services and facilities.

(2) Finance: The Brigede Finance Section (Company "A", Admin) continued
to provide financial support throuchout the reporting period., Newly arrived re-
placements vere made avare of the Soldiers Savings Program and the various allct-
ments available to them through orientations and verious newsletters. The total
payments processed were as fcllous:

L} o Mana )

(a) Reguwlar monthly peyments - 23,023

(b) Pertiel payments made - 5,577

R

(c) Tctal payments processed and made - 28,600

(3) Chaplain:

(a) Generel: During this reporting period religious activities
were v Jeapread. There was good coverage of all units in thc Erigade. The statis-
tics on the specific activities speak for themselves, The location in which these
activities occured vere base canps, ereas of operation, check points, strong points,
observation points and hospitels. They occured both on group and individual levels.

(b) Hospitel visits continued to be mnde as often as was possitle,
BG Barnes also, upon his agsumption of command began the policy of visiting each
hogpitel in the Brigade area of operation at least once weekly. These visits

PR B v L L
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are much appreciated by wounded and sick personne_,

(¢) Cbaracter guidence briefing continued to be made available to
commanders during the reporting peried.

(d) Totel services conducted and attendence during the quarter
wvere as follows:

NUMBER ALTENDANCE
1. Protestant: 252 6,474
2. Catholic: 318 11,607

(e) Administretive Services:
(1) Postal Services:

(a) General: Postal services were good with incoming mail being
received on 89 oubt of 89 davs. The average time in trensmission of mail fron
San Francisco to actual recipient 1t fleld locations wes 7 days. Out-going
mail was dispatched on 89 out of 89 days. The average time of transmission of
the mail from the sender to the APO in San Frencisco was 5 days.

(b) Mail Processed (pounds).

1. Februvary:
8. Received - 68,485 1lbs
b. Dispatched - 27,362 1lbs
2. March:
a. Received - 93,343 1lbs
L. Dispatched - 17,447 lbs
3. April:
a. Received - 68,000 lbs

b. Dispatched - 37,023 lbs
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(c) Total amount of money orders sold:
l. February - $357,743.42 (average vurchsse $40,00)
2. March - $376,388,6/ (average purchese $55.00)
3. April - $395,867.83 (average purchese $60.00)

(d) The totel emount of nostage and varcel post fees was as fol-
lows:

1. February - $3,626.00
2. March - $3,634.00
3. April - $5,375.00
(2) Special Services Activities:
(a) Februery:
1. General: The Special Services Program continuved during

February with R&R being the main attraction., The entertainment center in An Khe
is elmost finished and is scheduled for completion soon,

2. There were 3 USO shows and attencance was1;300 during the
month of February.

3. Rumbe:r of R&R'g:
&+ In-country: Allocated, 90 - Used, 137
b. Out-of-comntry: Allocated, 502 - Used 603
4. Thers vere a total of 1192 Tilms shown during February.

5. The Brigade Band played 15 shows during February. The
attendence was 3,000,

6. The photo lab was used by 207 personnel. during Februaxy,

(b) HMarch:

1. General: Speciel Services activities continued with R&R
continuing to be the main attraction. The opening of the Brigede swimming pool
in An Khe hes been delayed due to a dilficuliy in procurring maberials and equip-
ment needed to complete the project.
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2. There were 2 USO shows in March with an estimated attendence
of 900 versonnel.

3. Number of R&R's:
ﬁ. In-country: Allocated, 90, Used, 135
p. Out-of-country: Alloeated, 500, Used 616
L. There vers a total of 1212 films shown during March.

5. The Brigede Band played 20 shows and the estimated attendence
vas 3500,

6. A baach was opened at Williams Bridge on 29 March 1969,
The hours of operation are 0900 - 1900 delly.

7. The photolab wes used by 243 persor ~sl during March,
(c) April:

X. General: BR&R remains the main Special Services attraction,
The opening of the Brizade swimning pool is still delayed because of a lack of
naterials and eqguipnent,

2. There vere 4 USO shows during the month of April, The at-
tendance was 900 nersoanel.

3, HNumber of R&R's:
&+ In-country: Allocated, 63 - Used, 63
h. Out-of-country: Allocated, 509 - Used 613
. There were 1,212 films showm in the month of April,

236 personnel used the gymnasium in April,

o~ v B

202 personnel utilized the photo lab in April.

2,800 personnel used the beach in April,

> k3

8. The Brigade Band nlayed 22 shows in April, The estineted
attendance was 3,500 personnel,
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(3) Public Information Offide Activities:

(a) General: The nission of the Brigade Information Office is
two-fold., First ir the cooruination end conduct of a command information progren
that serves the needs of the C.mnanding General., Second, is the preparation and
conduct of & public information nrogrem that provides a record of newswortly
events and combat esction by the Brigade Numerous public informaticn releases,
cleared through the USARV Informetion Office, supported the seccnd part of the
mission, It is often impossible t- separate ke comend information function
from the public information function; i.e., besides serving the command infor-
mation function, the Brigede's yearbook, magazine and newspeper will also serve
as public records of the Brigede's activities.

(v) Significant Coverege: The Brigade Information Office mnde
maximum utilization of personnel to insure adequete coverage in t! Brigade's
three areas of operation, Significant coverage for the reporting period was
Ziven to civic action programs thrcushout the Brigade's area of operation. Cover-
age of ~nemy activities involving the elements of this brigade was given maximum
support by the staeff of the information office.

(¢) 1Information Activities:

News Releases: il
Formal Interviewa and Briefings 123
Hometown Naws Releeases: 2,039
Hometown Pictorial Releases: i

(@) Mejor projects procuced during the period:
tewspaper "Fire Base 173"
Quarterly megezine, Sky Soldier

Brigade Yoarboox
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12, Logistics:
a. Genergl:

(1) Supply requirements in the An Khe ares decreased during the vest quarter
largely because ithe movenent of Ath Bn 503d Infantry to LZ Noxth English end the
1st Bn (Mech) 50th Infaniry to LZ Uplift., Consequently the emphasis on support
to LZ English hes increased. Requirements to support trocps of 1/50th in Class I
at LZ Uplift has required the location of an officer in that erea to supervice
foruard supply activities. Projecled movement of the 173d Support Battalion to
various areas around Qui !lhon hes brou ht increased demands for building meterials
to construct fecilities nececsary for operetions, Requirements for building nat-
eriels for new mess facilities for lst Battalion, 503d Infantry at LZ Uplift after
that ness facility burned dowm wvere e-pedited and supplies delivered,

* (2) Thore were no criticel shortazes in Class X, II & Iv, III, Vv, VII or VIII
encountered during this pericd., The eddition of one sortie daily by C-130 sir-
craft from An Khe to LZ English has not substantially increased supply effective-
ness., Major quantities of supplies are still moved by the "Airtorne Express" by
ground transportation due to the nriority for air movement of trcops and -ail,
end the adequate availability of organic ground transportation. '

(3) A moritorium established by 1st Log Command on AFls (followaups of re-
quisitions) to depots is now in ef’ect and unit's AFls will not be processed at
depot until approximately 1 June 1969, This moritorium vas instituted because the
APD equipment at depots could not handle the volume of AgEs, AFls, and ACls with-
out seriously aZfecting the su-nly service to requisitioning units,

(4) The Brigede Supply Office is currently conducting Speciel Projects to
include: Project Strip, Project Clean, Project Count, Project Edit/Challznge,
and Project Regs, These internal purification programs placing special emphesis
on reguirem:nts cutlined in AR 725-50 are procseding within the sstablished tine
frames, It is anticipated thct tlese projects will be temporarily discontinued
during the relocation of Brigade Supply Opersgtions.

b. Supply:
(1) Cless I (est)

(1) Totel number of "A" Rations: 117,661
(%) Total number of "B" Rations: N/A
(c) Total number of "C' Rations: 183,487

(d) Ration Supplementel Packs, in a state which could not be used in
the prescribed manner because of age limitations are being used in Civil Affairs
Pacificetion Programs end during 173d Spt Bn MEDCAPS and CA ectivities,

(e) Ttems Issved (Significant):
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Compressor, Reciprocating
Frequency Meter AN/VSM-159

10 KW 400 Cycle Generator
Generator, Signal AN/VRM 103
Howitzer, Lisht, Towed, M102
Machingguns, 7.62 MM
Mortar,\ 81 Ml

Mortar, 4.2 In

Radio Set, PRC-77

Redeiver, Radio R 442/VRC
Trailer, Cargo, 3/4 ton MIOL
Tank, Trailer, .zter, M14%
Truck, Cargo, 2% ton, M35A2
Truck, Tractor, 5 ton

Truck, Utility, 4 ton, M151A1
Truck, Van Shop, 2% ton, M109A3
Truck, Wrecker, 5 ton, M543AL
Typewrite Ty llon-Pertatle, 20"
M79 GL

Generator, 3 K¥ 400 CY

M: Cal 50

Rifle M16Al, 5.56 mm
Jispenser M3

Scoop Loader

Radar Set PPS-5

Rifle M1/ w/scope

Telephone TA-312

Traller 1% ton
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{(£) Continuous liaison is meds with ths ICCV, USARV G-4, and ths sup-
vorting 1st Log Depots. The Periodic Logistics Report was discontinued during
this period. OCurrent status on outstending dues in Jor criticel shortages is
obkained by continous follow vp action.

(g) Support has been rendered to numerous US units (not or-anic or
ettached to the 173d Abn Bde) located at An Khe and surrounding areas, This support
haes been maihly of barrier material end construction supplies,

(2) Class III (EST)

JOMMODITY REPOATING PERIOD TOTAL
Diesel 311,343
Mogas 280,256
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JP-s, 285,500

Avzas N/A

(3) Class VIII:

{g) The =onth of February saw little change in the total number of lines
stocked at BMSO. The demand sunnorted items accounted™ for 30 nercent of the total
lines, but almost 75 percent of the total volume. %he breakdown for items stocled
by federal stock class wes:

Federal Stock Class Demand Fringe
3000-6500 Selected Items 1 14
6505 Drugs 250 257
6510 Dressings 45 22
6515 ° Instruments 82 302
6520 Dental Equi-ment 4, 133
6525 X-Ray Supplies 3 14
6530 Hospital furniture 20 49
6532 Hosp & Surg textiles 0 6
6545 Sets, Kits & Onpfits 2 13
6600-9700 Lab Equipment 13 140
TOTAL 420 250

(b) During the month of March certain changso were institited. Be-
ginning on March 23d, in an efort to get medical su-plies to the units at L2
English, LZ U»lift, and Bao Loc, BNSO Began to ship almost &ll supplies to these
wnits by air. This vas accomplished on a daily basis, From 22 March to 31 March
6575 1bs of supplies vere shipped by air. The breakdowm was 6020 1lbs to LZ En7lish
and 555 1bs to Bao Loc. OSunrlies Tor LZ English that still must be sent by Air-
borne Express are over size items such as litters, end all flamable items such es
alochol und ether.

(¢) During the month of April a 100% location swrvey end a 100% well
to wall inventory vas conducted by BMS0, A4s a resull of “zess two activities,
the number of due-outs were greatly reduced. In April, 526 requisitions vere re-
ceived and 735 requisitions were shipped to using units. The majority of ship-
ments were by aircraftl with 14,025 Tbs being sent to LZ English, and 1575 lbs to
Baa Loc, At the beginning of the period the mumber of requisitions from customers
over 15 days old was 479. At the end of the period the number over 15 days oid had
dropped to 274, In April, the Brigade Suvgeon was completing the list of drugs
authorized for use in the Brigade. As a result of this 1list, 96 demand surported
drugs have been dropped from stockage at BMSO, The final list of drugs will he
completed in early May, Upon completion of the d.ug list, the Brigade Surgeon will
complete a list of &ll other medical itenms used in the Brigade., The net result of
these 1ists will be a large reduction in the number of lines stocked by BMSO.
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IT, Llessons leerned - Commander!s Observations

During the reporting period, various lessons were learned, These lessons
learned were drawn from the operations which occurred during the period exten-
ding from 1 February 1989 through 30 April 1969,

1. Personnel:

e, OBSERVATION: Administration of the Malaria Urine Testing Program

EVALUATION: As Ranger units conduct long range reconnaissance
operations that are, for the most pert, divorced from normal logistical and
comnend and control monitering, the 75th Infantry (Ranger) has reported & high
degree of negetive malaria plll consumption, By conducting mnleris urine tests
on Tussday and Friday of each week rather than on Tuesday alone, and by assign-
ing each mewber of the unit a testing number which is attached to the urine spe-
cimen bettle, this unit has had positive results,

RECOIMMENDATION: Thet other units experiencing problems in malaria
control consider conducting maleria urine tests twice weekly and institute a pin-
point identification system so that negative users can be identified by appointed
numbers and thus by name,

b. OBSERVATION: Misuse of Personne]

EVALUATION: It has been noted that some personnel are not being
properly utilized once they are assigned to specific sections within the Brigade.
Frr example, individuals essigned to a staff section or company fer duty in PMOS
71820 (clerk-typist) are being utilized as RTO's,

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend personnel be assigned dulies compatible
with PIOS and grade., If they prove ineffective, then they should be reclessi-~
fied into an MOS for which they are physically and mentally qualified.

¢, OBSERVATION: Practical Minimum Assiegmment

EVALUATION: Tt has been noted thet staff sections and CORPANY Or-~
derly rooms are retaining to many personnel to perform and maintain the normal
routine flow of correspondence and misslon accomplishments.

RECOMENDATION: Recommend supervisors anslyze the work flow process,
analyze job performance and have each individuai prepare an individual job descrip-

tion of what he does in order tc see if some persons within a given office are per-

forming duties that could be aggomplished as en additional duty by authorized per-
sonnel,
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2., Operations:
a, OBSERVATION: Artiliery Preparations of Landing Zones

EVALUATION: Artillery preparations fired on proposed Landing Zones
have cauged fires. These fires have been caused not only by white phosphorus
rounds indicating the last round, but also by point detonating HE rounds during
the prep.

RECOMMENDATION: During the dry season when fire hazards exist, point
detonating HE rounds should be fired to neutralize known/suspected enemy positions
in the vicinity of an 1Z end VI fuzed HE rounds should be fired on the 1Z. By
utilizing ertillery rusing in this manner the possibility of conducting a combat
agsault into a burning/smoking 1Z will be greetly diminished,

b, OBSERVATION: Tracker Dog Teanm

EVALUATION: Tracker dog teams have been utilized several times with-
out success, .

RECOMMENDATION: It appears that the two man sscurity element which
wes posted to the dog's front puts out a stronger, fresher scent which overpowers
the older VC/NVA trsil., Trackers must be employed on fresh trails and the two man
security element must act as flank security and not as frontal security end trail
treaker,

¢c. OBSERVATION: Tracker Dog Teams Employed In Search and Rescue Missions
of a Downed Aircraft

EVALUATION: In a recent operation a tracker team and a tracking dog
were employed to search for a downed sircraft. The team went to the site of the

crash and noticed that the heavy smell of JP4 in the area caused the dog to looss
its ability t5 smell or effectively track in the area.

RECOMMENDATI(N: 1If a GCT is to be used in the future for similar
gearch end rescue missions, the dog should be kept out of the crash area itself
in order to preserve the dogs sense of smell and his ability to track.

d, OBSERVATION: Maintaining Fire Superiority

EVALUATION: Continuous artillery must be delivered on the enemy to
maintain fire superiority and to prevent his breaking the contact by fleeing., In
an artillery migsion there is a time lapse when the shell being fired is changed
from High Explosive to Improved Conventional Munitions. This time lag resulis from
the heightof wind ind burst corrections that must be computed in order to insure

2y
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proper ground effect. The break in fire support affords the enemy valuable time
and freedom of movement. This time lapse mist be avoided at 21l cost,

RECOMMENDATTON: When the migsion an

— e t 2B A HaAT Wl LoV

of the battery will continue to fire shell HE at h ’ire for offect grid while
the other two platoons prepare the ICl/ rcunds. Only when the ICM rounds are on the
terget will the platoon firing HE change their shell to Firecracker. In this way
there will be no lapse in the firepower being brought to b?ar on the eneny.

e. OBSERVATION: Landing Zone Sites for Ranger Insertion

EVALUATION: In conducting Ranger insertions, it is both vital and
necessary that the insertion be made in suchb a manner that the Ranger team lo-
cation is not compromized, thus jepordizing the mission, The 75th Inf (Ranger)
has conducted over 350 Ranger team insertions into areas were no allied units
were currently operating without loss of either personnel or squipment. This
has been achieved by the utilization of two methods., First, in conducting an
aerial reconnaissance of the area of operations, an altitude of not less than
1500 feet is maintained at 211 times and a straight-line azimth heading is em-
ployed, so thet to the enemy that might be observing from the ground the serial
reconnaissance looks like a normal passenger or loglstical mission and offers no
hint of forthcoming insertion. Secondly, the Landing Zone chosen for insertica
ideally is to be on the reverse slope of the ridgeline, and divorced from near-
by streams or trails., It should also be, if possible, a one ship Landing Zone

end be as concealed from ground observation as is possible., By utilizing these
two methods of choosing Landing Zones, the stated successesg have been achieved
by this unit,

RECOMMENDATION: That other Ranger end medium range patrol units
consider this method of choosing insertion Landirg Zones,

f. OBSERVATION: Cordon and Search/Sky Sweep Operations

EVALUATION: When an element is to bs ingerted in more than one
1lift, the usual procedure iz for the firet 1ift to estsblish a blocking posi-
tlon and then use subsequent 1lifts as the sweep/search force, This allows VC
the opportunity to either escape or hide themselves or equipment,

RECOMMENDATION: The first element or the ground should make a
rapid sweep of the area and try to develop a cr.tact, Subseguent 1lifts can be
landed on the initial L2 to establish = blocking force or inserted to exploit
the developed situation. After the later 1ifts have established a blocking
position the initial element can sweep back to the 1Z meking a detailed search,

g. OBSERVATION: Combined Artillery - Ranger Operstiong

EVALUATION: When supporiting & Ranger operation conslisting of widely

<3
oONF IDELTIAL




o J——

aald

R P

CC. FISELTIAL

AVBE-SC/MHD 15 Yay 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned

dispersed teams it is very difficuls to obtain current and accurate locations
if the Ranger TCC is not co-located with the artillery unit.

RECCMMENDATION: 1In order 1o provide closs suppori to ground eie-
ments 1t is essentiel that the artillery commander have a renger counterpart
that he can directly coordinate fire support ‘with. When combined raids are ex-
ecuted the Rangers should establish a TAJ CP with the artillery elements so that
fire support coordination can be effected enabling accurate and responsive fires
to be delivered,

h, OBSERVATION: Firing Pogitions as Observation Posts

EVALUATION: On piatoon siged artillery raids, the howlitzers are
usually emplaced on a prominent nilltop to facilitate defense of the position.
This type of position also mekes an exczlleat observation post,

RECOMMENDATION: Proper utilization of the fire base's terrain can
greatly increase the amount of inforwatiom supplied to intelligence agencies and
provide additional tergets. Binoculars, BC Scopes, and Starlight Scopes should
bs brought with the raiding unit and emploved by as many personnel as practical,
Possible enemy trails and supply routec that can be observed from the firing po-
sition should be seeded with trip flares and other warning devices, When the
devices are activeted at night pre-computed data can be quickly fired aund the
individuels who tripped the flares can be taken under fire accurately.

i, OBSERVATION: Red Raider Operations

EVALUATION: Artillery units in the Republic of Vietnam frequently
do not fully utilize their capability to provide effective observation posts.
If the ertillery does not erploy observa ation posts it is not fully exploiting
its capability to bring firepower on tha enemy.

RECOMYENDATION: The artlllery should operate observation posts on
the LRRP concept utilizirg "Red Raider" teams, during the month of March thers
were 4 "Red Raider" teams fielded by the 3d Bn, 319th Field Artillery. These
teans acted as observation posts and radio relays for artillery raids conducted
by the battalion., None of these required additional Infantry gecurity for de-
fense of their position.

Jjo OBSERVATION: PRC 7
EVALUATION: Generally in even slightly damp weather the PRC 77's
range and effectiveness are reduced, One corrective action was to wrsp the unit

in a plastic bag or poncho, but this was found to collect moisture in the form of
condensation,
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RECO!MENDATION: The best solution was found to be dra:ing an oily
towel, also used tc clean weapons, over the radio, This not only weterproofs the
unit, but also absorbs the moisture and the FRC 77 ia able to operate at 100% ef-
ficiency,

k. OBSERVATION: Starlight Scopes

EVALUATION: It has been found common practicq to remove the rubber
sye piece of the scope for storage in its case, In use however much dirt and
sand acratch the unprotected rear iernse, The effectiveness of the scope is there-
by greatly reduced or negated.

RECOMMENDATION: By leeving the rear eye piece in place when storing
the scope this damage is avoided. The time involved is not longer and no damage
occurs when this procedure is followed,

1, OBSERVATION: VCI Identifiication

EVALUATION: The examination of e..smy dead for possible VCI identi-
fication causes serious problems to the lerders in the field. Often this requi-
rement is given only lip service by US forces and GVN agencies. In order for the
identification to work properly, police special branch and/or VN counter intelli-
gence forces equippedwith a 1list of names and a "rogues gallery" of known VCT mem-
bers must b2 avaitable on call to go to the scene nf the kill end make uu on the
gpot jdeutification attempt. An alternate solution where IZ's ere aveilable ie
vo extract the bodies to the local DIOCC,

REGOMMENDATION: This unit has employed three methods of attempting
to identify the VC/NVA dead: Nahionel Polite accompanying a unit, extrecting bodies
+5 the Phu My DIOCC, and delivering police specisl branch members to the site of the
kill. & fourth alternative is to issue cameras to the units and deliver sxposed
film to Brigade S-2 for processing end dissemination %o PIOCC/DIOCC for comparison
with "rogues gallery" photos and/or idetification by Hoi Charh and FW's.

rn, OBSERVATION: Tunnel and Cave Clearing Operations (1}

EVALUATION: The use of E8, i6 tube tactical CS launcher has proved
very effective in operations involving tunnels end caves, By firing the E8 laun-
cher directly into tne cave or tunmel 2ntrance, a dense cloud of CS is forced far
Jown inside the tunnels and caves.’

RECO:'MENDATION: This method ‘s Far more rapid than depending on
patural dreft to circulate CS from grenades throughout the tunnel, and is quicker
and less trcublesome than bringing in the "Mity-Mite" tlower and powdered CS. For
long term contemination of tunnels and other man made caves, the powdsred CS re-
mains the best solution. '
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n, OBSERVATION: Tunnel aund Cave Clearing Operatiors (2)

EVALUATION: On recent combat operations, & unit from this Brigade
discovered 1 armed NVA soldier in a tumnel, The wnit commander immediately set
up security to block escape routes and to sesrch the area for other exits,
Several methods were used to try to get the enemy out of the cave, including:
CS grenades, frag grenades, and smoke grenades, After these atiempts failed,
the unit comrander called for & "Mity~Mite" blowex with powdered CS. While
waiting for the "Mity-Mite", the NVA soldier threw a grenade out of the tunnel
entrance wounding four US troops.

RECO:MENDATION: When an armed enemy is inside & tunnel or a cave and
security must be placed in close proximity, it is recommended that all exits be
blocked in a manner that will prevent grenades from being tossed from within., The
use of a barvier material inside the tunnel or cave would prevent injury to secu-
ity personnel. A few items that will satisfy this requirement are: poncho, poncho
liner, blanket, or several gmall trees forced into the caves entrance,

0. OBSERVATION: Imnact Grids for Illumination Rounds

EVALUATION: It has teen noted that when elements securing bridges along
QL 1 detect movement or experience sniper fire, there is an undue delay wuen ca.i-
Liny 100 artiltery iltumination, Reasons cited for this is that there are many
smell hemlets along the highway, thus preventing illumination teceuse the impact
would endanger the hamlets,

RECO-MENDATION: Although illumination grids must constantly bs cleared,
preplanned grids have been coordinated with the District Forces in reiationship to
hamlet locations, Consequently shen illumination is desired, a preplemned terget
is available and the only caereful clearance procedures necessary is the location
of friendly troops.

p. OBSERVATION: False Insertion of Recon Teams

EVALUATION: During the inserticn of a Rezon Team, a false inser-
tion was made, Gunships rrepped the felse LZ and the insertion shin touched down
momentarily before insert.: - the team on the actual 1Z approximstely 1 Km awey,
The team moved & suort aistsnce and esteblished an OP, Remaining in the same
general arez for t:rse deys, they had no sightings, ii.ay then moved approximately
2 fm, Subsequent i3 raincating they had three enemy observations and captured one
NVA soldier. Upon interrogal‘on the PW stated that his unit had observed the felse
ingertion and his unit had c.:ided the sorrounding area for approximately 2 Km,
When he was captured he nad ... Ldea thet Americens were in the erea,

RECOMMENDAT1ON: False insertions are an effective deceptive measure
for insertion of small units; however it mst be recognized thet encuy units will
give a wide berth to any scea they believs 1o have beer an insertion site. Recon
Teems rust move & considerch’e distsnce . -on any real or felse insertion area in
order to obtein maximus re. ._ts,
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q. OBSERVATION: Accidentsl Discharge of the M-60 Mschine Gun

EVALUATICN: When the 14~60 machine gun is carried with smmunition
loaded it is not uncommon for the safety lever to be on the fire position either
through neglect or contact with dense jungle, Accidentel discharges have been
known to occur when the trigger 1¢ struck by trush or the gunrers equipment.

If the gun is unloaded; the arount of time necessary for even an expert team tc
put the gun into action causes the gun to be ineffective for the fleeting targets
cormon to guerrilla warfare,

RECOMMEMDATION: The gun ~an be carried in the "half-cock" position.,
The bolt is pulled to the rear and the chember  imspected to insure that the
weapon is clear., The feed trey cover is then closed, The bolt is eased forward
so that the bolt is nc longer imn the firiag position, The smwmnition is then fed
into the weapon until it ciicks into place. The weapon cannot be fired accident-
ally, but can be put into actinn simply by pulling the bolt to the rear and pla-
cing the selectcr on the fire position,

r, OBSERVATION: Hawk Tesm Concept

EVALUATION: The possibility of friendly elements meeting unexpec-
tedly and initiating contact is vastly increased while operating as smell unit
Hunter-Killer (HAWK) teams,

RECO}i ENDATION: Hawk teeams rmst keep the CP informed of their lo-
cation and direction of movement., Team leadsrs must be aware of other teans
locations and direction of movement., A moving teem should cormunicate with any
adjecent team, A Hawk team operating without any communications must remsin
within clearly defined boundries, and &ll other teams should stey clear of that
aree.,

s, OBSERVATION: BHaits on Treils

EVALUATICN: Recently a platoon sized elemeni stopped for a rest
on a8 trail, The forwerd security element sighted one VG approaching on the trail
et the seme time that they were sightod ty the VC. The VC was fired upon by small
erms bui escaped.

RECO:DMENDATION: During hal’ts while opereting on treil networks, move
all the troops off the trail when terrain permits., The forward and rear security
should establisi hesty ambush positions beside the trail,

t. OBSERVATION: Injury Prevention
EVAUATICN: As a result of inadequate shielding beneath the driver's

seat of the Mi13A1 (APC), drivers have received injuries when their APC's ran over
mines,
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RECOMMENDATION: Injuries of this nature can be prevented by placing
two layers of sandbags underneath the drivers seat.

u., OBSERVATION: Decontamination of Powdered C3 on Hizhwavs

EVALUATION: Recently the NVA spread powdered CS on a streteh of €C0
meters of QL19, The powdered CS was effective enough to require gas masks, Treffic
could not pass because the powdcred CS would cling to the underside of a vehicle,
making it difficult to drive without & gus -msk,

RECOMMERDATION: Initial sttempts to cweep the CS off the highway were
ineffective, A water trailer wes used in an attempt to wash the naighway, out uuis
was to time consuming. A post fire truck was dispatched froa Cemp Radeliff and
using the high pressure hoses, the hizhway was quickly washed dovm, This decon-
tamination procedure was effective anc the residuel CS fumes wereat a Zow encugh
level to allow the passage of vehicles with unmasked drivers.

3. Training and Orgenization

a. OBSERVATION: Junior Enlistec. Leadership Training

EVALUATION: Meny of our present squed leaders end tean leaders are
relatively inexperienced individuals who through demonstrated leadership have teen
given these positions. Realizing this, the 1st Cavalry Division (Air Mobile) has
iritieted e ten day leadership course at the Divisicn Training Center, Camp Rad-
cliff. The instruction given is tesic military Leadership and is aimed at £illing
the knowledge gep that the junior enlisted leaders have by virtue of their inex~
perience,

RECOMMENDATION: Due to good working relations hetween 1st EBn, (1),
50th Infentry and the 1st Cavalry Division Training Center we have been atle to
send twelve individuals to the leadership course during Fetruery, Thie has ena-
bled the 1-50La to increase the leedership qulity in their compenies.

4. Intelligence

8. OBSERVATION: Liaison in Local Hamlets

EVALUATION: Begining on 18 April the 3d En (Abn) 5034 Infantry
placed squads in six hamlets in order to work with PF platoons and RD cadre located
there. Almost immediately, the members of bqth FF and RD teams began reporting
valudble information to the squads in the hamlets, The reports and the activity
observed bv the tronne trere passed immediately to the battalion; which in turn was
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able to react before the enery could acccmplish its mission, Experience indicates

reach the battalion and would very likely have arrived too late for effective rcic~
tion,

RECO:2ENDATION: In pacification cperations enemy informaticon can be ot
tained readily when US/ARVN soldiers are stationed in or near populetion centers

Sane

b, OBSERVATION: Map Basic Load

EVALUATION: With increased use of squad and fire team size Hawk teams,
small unit leaders do not havs enough maps,

RECOMMENDATICN: Increase the basic load of maps to irciude P1lt Idr, P1t
Sgt, Sqd Ldr and FT LDR,

¢, OBSERVATION: VIP (Voluntary Informant Program)

EVALUATION: The VIP was highly successful during Jamuary 1969, however,
during February the program slipped notjceably, This was due to increased enemy
activity during which S-2 personnel were extremely busy end the program was not
given the priority it enjoyed in January,

RECOMMENDATION: VIP te be successful must be run on a daily besis,
Long periods of time will pass with insignificant results, however, when the local
populace realizes the sincerity of the progrem, results will be realized as in
Jameary 1969,

d. OBSERVATION: Enemy Detection of US Operations

EVALUATION: It has been observed thet when vlanning for combat operations
air reconnaissance is flown over the target area, This not only warns the VC/NVA
thet something is about to take place, it also gives him en opportunity to prepare
likely 1Z's with booby traps and punji stakes,

RECOMMENDATION: Once an area has been programmed for combat omerations,
81l aircraft operating should avoideircling, flying over, or flying too near the
target area. If a VR is absolutely necessary, a covert method of accomplishing
this should be worked out. An example would be to fly at two or three thousand
feet, steying-at least 1 Km away from the area and fly in a straight line avoiding
any circling,
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e. OBSERVATION: Proper Utilization of NFFF

EVALUATION: During cordon and search operations, te US units cordoned
vhile the RF units went into the hamlets fcer.the initial search, Once the RF
unit moved into the hanlet, the Natior 1 Police were inserted by eircraft. Results
of the operetion vere marginal due *< the fact that the RF units moved into the
hemlet and gathered the detainees for the lictiongl Police to questi~n, often missing
or overlooking certain key psrsonnel who should have been deteined.

RECOM-ENDATION: In order to preclude any confusion during the initial
search and gathering of ‘personnel, the NFFF should enter the he:let et the sane
time thet the RF unit does, enekbling proper 'on the spot" interrogating and clas-
sifying of detainees ’

5, logistics
a, OBSERVATION: Suppcrt Meintenance for Bettalion Communication

EVALUATION: It 48 essentiel that support maintenence units have the

capability to support subordinate units, Presently howsver, the maintenance unit
supporting the 1st Bn (M), 50th Infantry does not posses the capability, either
in personnel or resources, to adeguately support e mecheénized infantry batvalion,

RECOM-ENDATION: A more realistic appraisel of the unit's needs co-ld have
possibly prevented the serious deadline rate of co:omnication equipment that is

presently developing.

b, OBSERVATION: Utilization of Emergency Resupply Packet

EVALUATION: After initiating contact it is often .decided that a Ranger
team should relocate either by foot or ty helicopter rather then be extracted from
their A0, .In relocating, & resupply of ammmnition mist be msde ready for the Ranger
team that had been in contact. So thet this resupply can be mede with a minimim of
delay, this unit has developed & pre-pecked resupply pack. The Emergency Resupply
Packet consists of twenty (20) M-26 grencdes, six (6) ¥~17 claymore mines, and ten
thousand (10,C00) rounds of 5.56 mr armmnition.

RECOMMENDATION: That other units utilizing Ranger teems or medium range
petrol elements consider the utilization of the Emergency Supply Packet,

7
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6. Other

a, OBSERVATION: Civil Affairs Projects

EVLLUATION: Recently a rifle company whose mission it was to secure
& hamlet which was undergoing pacification, initis‘ed the project of rebuilding a
bridge near the hamlet, They performed all the work themselves with the materials
being Zurnished by their battelion S-5.

. RECOMMENDATION: In all projects of this type, the US military personnel
should act only as advisors and to help supply the needed meterisls, The actusl
work should be done by the Vietnemese people. i.e. RF/PF and ARVN persomnel. By
following this procedure, the image of the GVN forces will be improved.
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AVFA-GC-HIST (15 May 69) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned (1 Feb - 30 Apr 69) of
173d Airborne Brigade (U)

DA, Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam, APO 96350 15 JUN19¢$

T0: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DST,
APO 96375

(C) This headquarters concurs with the subject repost, with the following
comments:

a. Reference Section 2, para 2a: The recommendation is valid where
fire hazard exists; however, last round indication must be closely
coordinated to ensure safety yet preclude delays in landing.

b. Reference Section 2, para 2d: The use of FADAC should minimize
delays in the preparation of FIRZCRACKER data.

c. Reference Section 2, para 2h: Artillery observation posts are
established in most areas whenevor possible.

d. Reference Section 2, para 2i: Use of additional artillerymen
in an infantry security role is not consistent with their training,
and should not be considered normal.

e. Reference Section 2, para 20: The recommendation is an in-
herent part of the Artillery Assistance Program (I FFORCEV Reg 350-1).

FOR THE COMANDER:

. 2
/fi,A,rq4f/éé>47§;;)425; 4P KL
/" EREDERICK E. HOLLAND

ILT AGC
ASST A8

Cy furn:
2 - AGCSFOR, DA
1 - 173d Abn Bde

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTER
VALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS,
9y DOD DIR 5200.10

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVHGC-DST (15 May 1969) 24 Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned (1 February 1969~30 April 1969)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 2 JUL 1989

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This besadquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarcerly periocd ending 30 April 1969 from Headquarters, 173D Air-
borne Brigade,

2. Commsnts follow:

a, Reference item concerning Artillery, Air, and Nawval Sup. rt, section
I, page 73, paragraph 5a., The intensive interdlction program fired by
3/319th Artillery from 12-16 February 1969 is not in keeping with NACV and
USARV policy on interdiction fires, Interdiction fires are de-zmphasized
to eliminate unnecessary expendit.ves against unrewarding targets or tar-
gets which are not based on timely intelligence. The unit will be advised
to review its command managemenh of artillery ammunition.,

b. Reference item concerning Administration of the Malaria Urine Test-
ing Program, section II, page 126, paragraph 1(a); nonconcur. The malaria-
urine test (Wilson-Edeson Field Test for Chloroquine in Urine) should only
be performed upon the recommsndation of the unit surgeon and in those —.uts
with a definite malaria problem, The Vilson-Edeson Test when performed
once a veek is sufficient to identify those individvals who fail to take
the chloroquine-primoquine tablet, Unit will be advised, No further action
is required.

c. Reference item concerning the Radio Set, AN/PRC-77, section II, page
129, paragraph 2(j); nonconcur. This appears to be an unfounded comment.
Command-wide experience with the AN/PRC-77 reveals no such deficiency nor
has any such deficiency been detected in the AN/PRC-25 which is housed in the
identical case, The Signal Officer, 173d Airborne Brigade has no knowledge
of any such deficiency with the AN/PRC-77. Unit should refrain from the
practice of using an oil soaked rag as it has no beneficial effect on the
performance of the radio and could result in damaged rubber components,

Unit will be advised of above comment. HNo further action is required.

&. Reference item concerning Starlight Scopes; section II, page 130,
paragraph 2(k); concur. When storing the starlight scope, the rubber eye-
piece should remain in place for added protection to the eyepiece assembly.

e. Reference item concerning Support Maintenance for Battalion Com-—
munication, secti~n II, page 135, paragraph 5(a); concur. The required
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AVHGC-DST (15 May 1969) 2d Ind
SUBJuCT: Operational Report Lessons Learned (1 Februzry 1969-30 April 1969)

support maintenance in tactical units is formulated by TQE's directly
from the Department of Army. When a unit desires an increase of personnel
and equipment, MTOE actions are initiated to include Jjustifications for

these increases.,
C. \L‘ w\w.w\'

FOR THE COM:ANUER:

C. D. WHSON

1LT, AGC

Assistant Adjutant Coneral
Cy furn:
I FFVY
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GPOP-DT (15 May 69) 3d Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ 173d Airborne Brigade for Period
Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)
HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed,

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

N SHO
CPT, AGC
At AG
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