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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPART AENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

IN REPLY REFER TO

AGAM-P (M) (1 Aug 69) FOR OT UT 692119 5 August 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, lst Battalion,
83d Artillery, Period Ending 30 April 1969 (U)
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1. Subject report is forwdrded for review anc evaluation in accordance
wich paragraph 5b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should
be reported to ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days
of receipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate
benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and
may be adapted for use in developing training material.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:
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1 Incl KENNETH G. WICKHAM
as Major General, USA

The Adjutant General
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US Army Ordnance School
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Office, Chief of Staff, US Army
Deputy Chiefs of Staff

Chief of Research and Development

Assistant Chiefs of Staff Regraded unclassifled when separated
from classifled Inclosure.
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USD(SA) Assistant for Southeast Asia Forces
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Commanding Officers
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMEIIT OF THE ARMY
HUBADQUARTERS, 1ST BATYALION, 83D ARTILLERY
APO San Francisco 96308

AVGAZC 1 May 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquaxtexs, 1st Dattalion, 83d Lrtillery
for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR 65 (RI) (U).

THRUs Cammanding General
XXIV Corps Axtillery
ATTNs AVII-LIC
AP0 96308

Cammanding General
XIV Corps

ATBIs AVII-GCT
APO 96308

Cxmanding Goneral

United States .my Vietnam
ATTN: AVHGC-IST

APO 96375

Camandexr~In-Chief

United States Armmy Pacific
ATTN: - OPCRP~DT

APO 96558

TOs Asaistant Chioef of Staff for
Force Developement
Department of the [amy
Washington, D.C. 20310

Operstional Report -~ Lessons Learned for quarter ending 30 April 1969 is sube
mitted in compliance with US.EV Regulation 525-15 end AR 52515,

1. (C) Seotion 1, Operations: Significant Aotivities,
a. Persomnel and .dministrationt

(1) During the ontire reporting period this Hesdquarters remained
assigned to XXV Corps. The battalion wes attached to XXIV Corps Artillery
as of 282000H. Feb 69 by XXIV Corps OPORD 1169 (Spring Offensive) and fixre
ther attached on 16 Lpril by XXIV Corpe Gonersl Order 373 dated 23 Lpril 1969.

§ooils | CONFIDENTIAL DOMIGRADED AT 3 TEAE IERAL

Inclosure ’ 1 DOD DI 5200.10
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CONFIDENTIAL

WVGAZ-C _ _ 1 Mey 1969
SURJECT1 Operstional Repart of Headquarters, 1at Battelion, 834 ‘rtillery
for Period Ending 30 .pril 1969, RCS CSFOR 65 (RIS ().

(2) Bese Camp Locationa:
(a) Heedquarters Battery:

1 During the entdire reporting period, Reddqusriers. Betsery
vas located st Gia Le Combat Base (YD 8351513 Ref Map Sheet 65411V, 1¢50000),

(v) Servioce Battery:

1 During the entire reporting period, Service Batiery was
located at Gia Le Cazbat Base (YD 5351513 Ref Map Sheet 65411V, 1150000),

(0) Battery i:

1 1 Feb 69 to 8 Feb 69 ~ FSB Bestogne (YD 620095; Ref Map
Sheet 64411, 1350000),

Z € Peb 69 to 11 Mar 69 ~ Gia Le Combat Base (YD 8351513
Ref Map Sheet 45411V, 1150000).

I 11 Mar 69 to 15 Lpr 69 - FSB Bastogne (YD 620095; Ref
Map Sheet 644115 185000C),

4 15 Lpr 69 to 29 Lpr 69 - FSB Blaze (YD 5290R1s Ref Map
Sheet 64411, 1150000),

5 29 Apr 69 to 30 .ipr 69 ~ FSB Lxrow (YD 47750290; Ref Mep
Sheet 64411, 1:50000).

(d) Battery B:

1 1°TFeb 69 to 5 Feb 69 « FSB inzio (YD 9340723 Ref Map
Sheet 65411V, 1:50000),
2 5 Feb 69 to 12 ipr 69 - FSB Ray (ZD 058029; Ref Map
Sheet 65411, 1:50000),
312 Lpt 69 to 12 Apr 69 - FSB Quick II (YC 894994; Ref
Map Sheev 6541IVy 1:50000),
12 .pr 69 to 25 ipr 69 - PSB Roy (ZD 058029; Ref Map
Sheet 65411, 1:50000),
5 25 Apt 69 to 27 apr 69 ~ FSB Quiek II (YC 8949944 Ref
Map Shect 6541IV, 1:50000),
6 27 Lpr 69 to 30 ipr 69 - FSB Roy (2D 058029; Ref Mep
Sheet 65111, 1:50000),

(o) Battery C:

1 1 Pdd 69 to 19 Mar 69 - FSB Jack (YD 4952687; Ref Map
Sheet 6442II, 1150000).

2
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CONFIDENTIAL

LT5AZ-C 1 May 1963
SUBJECTs Oparational Report of Headquartere, 1st Battalion, 83d Lrtillery
for Period Ending 30 ipril 1969, RCS CSFOR 65 (RIS (v).

2 19 Mox 69 te 24 Mar 69 = FSB Bayd (YD 7411325 Ref Map
Shaet 65411V, 1350000),
3 24 Mar 69 to 30 ipr 69 - FSB Bastogne (YD 621096; Ref
Map Sheet 64411, 1:50000),
(3) Camand Changes:
Headquarters Battery
FR(M 70 DATE
CPT John R, Mania CPT Willism D, Burnett 8 apr 69
(4) Persennel Strength as of 30 ipril 1969:

Officers §0 B  Total

anthorized 37 6 522 565
sissigned 33 5 497 535
Pregent for Duty 32 4 473 59

(5) Critical MOS Shortages:
MOS Grade auth Asg 30 Day Loss

13B40 SSG 16 9 3
13B40 SGT 6 3 0
13820 SPS 12 10 6
13410 PFC 144 84 2
13418 SP4 12 1 0
36K20 PFC 25 4 2
63C20 SP5 6 3 1
T4H20 SP5 0 4 3
71020 SP6 2| 0 0
76520 SP4 5 1 )
82C20 SP5 4 1 1
94A10 PFC 5 1 0
94820 SP4 9 14 8
94820 SP6 5 4 4
94540 SFC 5 2 1
INCL 3
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CONFIDENTIAL

JNGAZ<C 1 May 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 1st Battalion, 83d irtillery
for Poriod Ending 30 .pril 1969, RCS CSFOR 65 (RIS (V).

(6) Persomnel Changes During Quaertert

Grode Losses Gains
05 0 0
04 0 0
05 1 3
02 8 7
01 0 3
w2 o 1
W1 1 1
E9 0 0
ES 0 1
ET 3 V)
E6 7 16
E5 2 45
E4 10 18
E3 61 83
E2 36 33
B1 2 4

(7) Cesualties:

Type Number
XIA 0
Died of Battle Wounds 0
Migsing in Action 0
Wounded in .letion -4
lon-Battle Deaths 0

(8) Meddcol Sorwiecn Statiotios:

Total Patients Visi@ (Unit Personnel) 40
admitted to Hospital 2
IR

Evacuated Out of Country 2Hon-Hoatilo)
Evacueted Out of Country (IFH.)

Malariz Cases

"

-5 ay N\
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CONFIDENTIAL

1 May 1969

Operational Heport of Headquarters, 1ot Ba‘cta.lim'xS 834 [rtillery

for Period Ending 30 Lpril 19€9, RCS CSFOR 65 (RI

(9) !warde end Decorations:

Type Preaented
Bronze Star 10
IRCM 39
IAr Medal 4
Purple Heart 1

(10) Judicial and NoneJudicial Lctions:

Type

General Courts-artial
Special Courtsaiartial
Sumpmary Courts-Martial
article 15

(11) Reportoble Jccidentss

Lype

Vehicle
Personnel

(12) R&R¢ During this reporting period, this Headquarters has Te-
oeived a sufficient quantity of RR allocations,
sugtralia ond Hawaii could be utilized by this command,

(a) Out of Country R&R:

(V).

Pending
15
2
4
0
hmber
0
4
0
29
Ihzm'be:.:
5
4

Ldditionsl allocations to

Destinetion Tumber
Hawaii 24
iustralis 13
Bangkok 14
Teipei - 12
Tokyo 4
Hong Kong 9
Singepore 3
Kuala Inmpur 1
Manils L3
Total 81
5
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CONFIDENTIAL

IGL2-C 1 May 1969
>0 JECTs Operational Ropert of Headquarters, 1st Battalion, 834 irtillery
for Period Ending 30 .pril 1969, RCS CSFOR 65 (RI) (U).

(v) In-Country R&R:

Destination Nunber
China Beach, Da Neng 4
Vuong Tau 33
Totel 37

(13) Safety: During this reporting period the battalion oconducted a
olase on General Safety,

b. Operations:

(1) Deployment of the battalion and missions executed during this
reporting period:

(s) Hocdquarters and Sexvice Batteries:

1 During the entire reporting periocd, this headquarters
vag assigned to JXIV Corps .rtillery with a tootical mimasion of GSR 1018t
iirhorne Division () Jrtillery,

2 Headquerters and Sexvice Betteries oontinued to provide
the administrationcl snd logisticel support for this hecdquarters fyom their
location at Gia Le Combat Bose.

(v) Battery . (8 inch Howitzer)

1 During this reporting period, Battery . mcde five (5)
sepercte road mexches to seversl different fire support boses located within
the 1018t ..irborne Division (M) Lrcc of @perstions, The bettéry remained
under the fire ond administrative control of this hecdquarters,

2 On 15 Maroh 1969, Battery .. departed FSB Bastogne en~
route to the floor of the .. Shau Valley, Through o series of moves, the bat~
tery hos moved to within 10 kilometers of the A Shau Valley. These moves
mark the most forwerd locotiona that heovy artillery has occapied towexd the
A Shou Velley,

(o) Baiiaz E (8 inch Howitzer)

4 During this period, Battery B mede six (6) rord mcrches
to fire support bases within the 1018t iirbomme Division (M) Lros of Opere-
tions,

6
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVG.L.Z-C 1 May 1969
SULTCT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 1st Battalion, 834 .rtillery
for Period Ending 30 ..pril 1969, RCS CSFOR 65 (RI$ (0).

2 GSovernl of these moves were in support of short duration
operations, The battviy remzined under the fire and cdministrative ocntrol
of this headquartcrs,

(d4) Battery C (175m Gun)

1 From 1 Foebrucxy 1969 until 19 March 1969 the battery
oontimicd to support the 3rd Mexine Division in Operstion Dewey Canyon from
FSB Jeok.

2 On 24 March 1969, the battery moved to FSB Bastugne to
support operations decep in the southorn portion of the i Shau Valley, The
nission remaeined unchonged, GSR 101at idrborne Division (M) Artillery.

(2) Battalion .ctivities:

(2) Nom=zl operations consistent with the battalion mission
were oonducted during the reporting period,

(b) The battalion has not hed an artillery cooident or incident
in wor seventeen months,

(6) The Battalion Metro Station deployed to FSB Roy (2D 056031;
Ref Mep Shoet 65411, 1:50000) early ir the reporting period, On 30 [pril
1969, the Battalion Motro Station dispotched o four (4) man visual Mountain
Metro Teem to support operations of the 101st idrborne Division (M) in the
Ruong Ruong Vallay arce vio YO 8784 (Ref Map Sheet 65411, 1:50000).

(d) Operction Nevada Esgle:

1 Oporction Novoda Eagle temminnted on 28 February 1969.
A1l batteries under the control of the battalion fiwed in suppoert 6f thé -
1018t iirborme Division (M) operstions,

2 Sumpory of missions fired and rounds expended during

this period:
8 ingh 37 5%0m
wlasiaua 884 58
heinds 2783 172

(e) Operution Dewey Canyon:

7
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGAZ-C 1 May 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report ef Headquarters, 1st Battalion; 83d Artillery
for Poriod Ending 30 ipril 1969, RCS CSFOR 65 (RIS (U).

_ 1 Operetion Dowey Canyon temminated: on 19 March 1969,
Bat*;g:.'y Cy 175m Gws, supr~*od tho oporation vith 645 nissions and 3007
rounds,

2 The 3rd Marine Division operation was in effect from
25 Jayuory 1969 to 19 Maxch 1969,

(f) Shemon Peaks

1 Operation Shoman Poek feminated on 8 February 1969,
Battery i, 8" Howltzer, supported the operation,

2 A total of 160 missions and 492 eight inch rounds were
axpended.

(g) Kentucky Jumpers:

1 Kentucky Jumper commenced on 1 March 1969 throughout the
Area of Oporations of the 101st /irborne Division (A1). All batteries under
the control of tho battclion fired in support of the eperations,

2 Recapitulation of missions fired and rounds expended:

8 ingch 175pm
Missions 3892 896
Rounds 8251 1969

(h) Mossachusetts Striker:

1 This operation cammenced on 1 March 1969, Batteries A
and C are tho porticipants from this battalion,

2 A pumary of missiong ahd rounds oxpended during this
pariod axce ag followst

8 inch 27 5mm
Missions 823 384
Rounds 3723 966

(1) Caisson XIV:

8
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGAZC 1 May 1969
SUBJECTs Oporational Roport of llecadquartors, 1st Lattd ion, 834 Artillery
for Period Ending 30 Lpril 1969, RCS CSFOR 65 (RIS (v,

1 Opcration Crcisson XIV wos & oho day raid involving Bat-
tel‘y B; 8 indl hmtzcro

2 Te battery fired o totel of 34 missions and 96 cight
inoh rounds.

(3) Oparetion Bristol Boota:
1 Bristol Doots commenced on 25 April 1969, The particl-
pants warc Battorics B and C. Battory B returned to its basc camp location
on 27 March 1962, but the cporation contimes,

2 A sumcxy of missions ond rounds axpended during this
period ore cs follows:

8 inch 11 5m

Missions 42 1
Rounds 371 15

(3) Amnndition Expenditurcs snd Missions Fired:

§ inch A7 5om
Missions Rounds Missions Rounds

Battory A 1537 5866 — ——
Brttc.y B 4298 9850 —— —r
Betery C am'en ——r—— 1984 6129
Tosal 5835 15716 1984 6129

(4) Turing tho roporting poriod this unit perticipeted in cambat ope
cretions for 69 daym.

c. Troinings

(1) On the job training contimued in oll units of tho battalion dur=
ing this reporting period.

(2) A1l nowly arrived replcecment persomel received fourteon hours
of instruction -5 outlined in the Battalion S0P, Replacciont treining is ac=
canplished within soven (7) doys ofter arrival in country,

(3) This hondquartors £illod six (6) allocations to the XXIV Coxps
Axty Fire Dircotion Officar School. ‘

9
CONFIDENTIAL




ST

CONFIDENTIAL

AVGAZ-C 1 May 1969
SUBJRCTs Opurctiencl Roport of licadquortors, 1st Battalion, 83d Artillexy
for Porlod Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR G5 (m$ (v).

(4) An cxandnotion progran for 11 firing battory officcre :nd key
non ormissioned officcrs hes been dovoloped, 'This progrom consists of a
sarios of mointonanoo oxaminctions on the guns/howitrors cnd firing battexy

techndques.

(5) & Battalion Firing Battory Inspootion Tcom wos formed to provide
dotailed assistonco in the arcas of firing battery and fire direotion proced-
ures,

(6) A1l baticlion officers and senior non comnissioned officers ot~
tanded 2 class on morihuonn given by the XXIV Corps Judge J.dvooate Goneral
Soctionc

(7) Tho Dattalion Surgeon conducted clesscs on Heot Injurdos and
MEDEVAC proccdures,

(8) Battery Motor Officors, PLL olorks cnd key naintcnante supervie
gors rceelved classcs on the madintencnce of presoribed load lists,

(9) Contimicd anphasis is being placod on the driver training pro-
grom, Dofensive driving ond driver's naintenonce procedures orc the prinery
topics,

d. Intelligence:

(1) Daily intolligenco reports cxe reccived from the 101st Airborne
Division (f) ond XXIV Corps Artilloxy,

(2) PERINTREP 7~69 cnd 8-69 cuirently provides oncmy order of battle
informmation apnliocable to the battalion,

(3) e battolion froquantly performs Visual Recommaissenoe over
axocs proviously fired upon to obtain an assossment of battle Aarege,

0. Loglation:
(1) Monthly deoadline porcontege: 25% vchicles por day.
(2) Milos trovoled by ammnition trains: 66,652 milos,
(3) Mumber of odr sortics flowns 5 - CH-47 sortics,
(4) Rosupply
(a) Closs I 223 tons

10
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGAZC 1 May 1969
SUBJECT: Operctionnl Report of Hoodquartors, 1st Lattalion, 834 Lrtillory
for Period Ending 30 4pril 1969, RCS CSFOR G5 (R15 (0.
(b) Cless IIT 42 tons
(o) Class III 8770 gollons
(1) Class V 1545 tons by road

10 tons by air
f, Camuniocationsti

(1) Shertagos of rcpodr ports for tho Al/GRC~-46 radios have cmused
oxcessivo deadline tinoe,

(2) Sinoc nmany of the firing olauents are located in raicte srcas; s
need for contimous comiunications is essentiocl, Dircotional parsbolio an~
temas have given this hoodquoxters the contimous cammniceticn that is ro-

qu.ircd *

ge Civio Aotions: During the period of 1 Feb 69 through 31 Apr 69 the
battalion cenduoted o civic aotion prejoct in the village of Ioo Son, Phu
Long Distriot; Thua Thion Provinco, Tho projcct consisted of robuilding Xsun
Looc Buddist School :nd was coordinated with the G-5, 1018t .ixborne Divisicn
(21). The battalicn construoted dosks, bonches, instnlled windows, doors,
and perfomed an overall rcenovotion of this scheel, /)1 nateriel uased in
this project ome fraa proldng oxates cad other axpendsble metorisl, Cament,
tabletsy poncils, socp and candy wore furnished from excess material/supplics
within the battalion, This civic asotien project has improved the rolation-
ghip betwcon the Vietirneso cnd all US Forcos within this arca, Within the.
noxt reporting period this project sheuld be cenpleted and another projeot
undertakon by the battalien,

& P Ot M- = e r—

and Recamncndations,

ne Pcrgomcel ond JAdninistrations Noue,.
b. Opcrotions:

(1) Itms Losson Learnod #1: Usc of azimuth Lidiocs for Hesvy Lre
tH1llary,.

(n) Obscrvaticn: La additional method fer sctting up firing
charte of hoevy artillery units ie roquired,

(b) Evaluations In this bottelion, the moxinun traverse linite
ostoblished prohibit travorsing 533 nils loft cnd right from the oenter of

i
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGAZ-C 1 May 1909
SUBJECTs Operationcl licport of lleadquarters, 1at .atveirion, 0%d Artillery
for Pariol Bading 30 April 1969, HCS CSFOR 65 (RIS (v).

tho gtm/l'mwi.tzor. As ¢ result, largo chonges in the aziuth of fire requires
the wocpon to be rolcid on o different vczimuich, GUince the M107/ﬁ1 10 does not
have & 6400 y{ tooverse eanebility, defleotion indioes are unsuitable on the
firing choxt, A soXution used by this batiallon is to lay out the firing
chort with ol ht sminuth indioes spread 800 mils apart, starting with the
0/5400 1il index, The azimuth to the terget or azimuth of loy is recorded to
the elosest 100 1dle, Aziimuth will be detemined Ly plocing tho left edge of
the Range Defleotvion Protrnector on the nearcst indax to tic terget., FPlacing
¢ pin at tho basec deflection, nmove the RDP to the nearest 100 nil inerenent
on tho ore of the RDP to the target, Tho asimuth of loy will be determined
by adding or subtracting tic mmber of 100 nil increnents poged to the inde’
tHal azikwmth, UWithout noving the RDP, a pin is nlaced at the beso deflec-
tion. This pin is now the deflection index, Deflection for nll torgets
within tho csteblishied trsverse limits of the firing wecpon may be taken from
the tamporcry deflection index, Ior torgets outside the on~ccrricge troverse
linits (200 mils Joft and right of the conter of troverse for the 175m gun
ond 300 niils left cud vight of the eenter of traverse for the cight inch how-
itzcr) (Sce ORLL dtd 1 Nov 48) the weepon will be roleid and o new temporary
deflection index conatructed,

(¢) ncoomnendetions: That Scotion II of Chepter 16, M 6-40,
be exponded to includo o golution sinilar to the one utilized in this hattal-
ion,

(2) Itms: Lesson Loorned #2: Validity of Ballistic Meteorological
Mosaages.

(a) Obscrvetion: A chonge is required in the frequency of
tronsmitting neteorologiccel messeges and the offective ranges of the meteoro-
logical messoges in Viotnim's I Coxrps Tactical Zone,.

(b) Bveluotions In I CTZ the recognized tine frome that o nete
oorologiccl messcge is considerced valid is six (6) hours. A4pplying the MET to
firing dete from s MET that was six (6) hours: 013 touscd rounds o lend an sve
arage of 500 meotors over the target, In o similar mamer, five hour old METs
wore used fron two difforent stotions to fire on torgets, In both cases the
firgt rounds inpooted 400 meters over tho desired torget, The inaccuracies
produced were o direct result of tho invalid METa, According to B 6-15, Are
tillory Metcorology, whon the wecther pattern is variablo, the valid time
ghould not axcced o two (2) hour period, When tho weather pattern is steblay
the valid tine moy be axtonded to four (4) hours during the middle of the day
or aight, Momy of the firing cldments located in northern I CTZ ocre aiplaced
on or noar large nowitcin ranges, The vast majority of the firing elements:
in this oren fire nredoniantcly into very nountcinous regiona, As o result,
wind ploys on imocortrat role in oll firing, cousing lorge vorictions over
ghort distmmces, Tl nountoinous torrein, the 'distonce thot the MET is velid
ghould be reduced by cpproximotoly 50 percent. Basically, this neons that e
MET stotion collocat.d with cn oight inch howitzer battory would not be cble
to provide MET dato ot the bottery's moximm ronge. This noximmm valid die-
tonoe of appraxinatoly 16 XKm cormot bo overlooked becsuse of the cffeet the

12
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGAZ-C 1 May 1999
SUBJECTs Operationcl Rep:»t of llcndquerters, 1st Dattalion, 83d Artillery
far Poriod Iiding 30 Lpril 1949, KC3 CSFOR 65 (RIS (u),

wind, in thc mountcinous arcos, hag on the acourcoy of cxrtillery firo, TheX®

aro nany tendencios to overlook sposo velidity, o8 o requirement, for o valid
netecorologicel ncesago.

(o) Rocamendations: Thot the meteorological stations within
I CTZ initioto on clectronic netecorologiccl flight to bo broadcast every four
hours, Also, thet noteorological gites bo locatod in arcas, so as to insure,
that th~ recommanded valid distonces in mounteinous arees cre observed,

ce (U) Training ~nd Organizational: None,
de (U) Intolligonoe: None,
ce (C) Loglsticas
(1) Itaus Lossan Locrned #5: Artillery Mechanie,

(2) Obsorvctiont There arc seversl periodi¢ adjustnents and
checks required on M107/M110 in order to prevent failures, Presently, all’
orgonizationel cdjustnents ond/or checks must be mode ot the battery level.

(b) Evoluction: Since neny adjustments ond checks ore required
on the wonpons, the bottery is ofton unoble to perfom 11 of the required
nointenonee, Tho problem is conpounded avan further by clinctic conditions
cnd heevy firing. In nony cases, weckly visits by the DS unit cre not suffi-
cient to ~ocomplish these chocks.. As of yot, the personnel from the DS unit
havo not been ablo to make the rounds of oll botierics to be of any real os-
sistonoe, Meny lon, hours spent weiting for answers to work orders ond perts
oould bo eliminated if trcinod persomnel were locnted ot the battalion main-
tananco,

(¢) Recormendation: That three (3) Turret Artillery Mechanios®
bo authorized at the battalion maintencnoe of cach heavy ertillery bottalion,

fo (U) Orgonizetions: MNone,
zo (U) Civil iffairss Nono,
he (U) Survivel, Escapc ond Evasion: None.
2 7
. /,(g/,/a/
CECIL R, SYKES

I1c, FA
Comanding

13
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVII-ALC (1 lay 69) lst Ind 17 1oy 69
SUSJ CT:  Operational leport of lst Battalion, §3J Artillery for tie
Period .nding 30 April 1969, 205 COMO - 65 (RX)(U)

Headquarters, OV Corps Artillery, .iTH: AVII-ATC, APO San Francisco
96306, 15 Liay 1969.

£0: Commanding General, (IXIV Corps, ALTHN: AVII=-GCT, APO San Francisco
963084 :

1. (J) The ORLL of the lst Battalion, 03d Artillery has been reviewed by
this headquarters and is forwarded in accordance with US.iiV Reg 525-15.

2. (U) Reference item concerning use oi azimuth indices for heavy
artillery, page 11, paragraph 2b(1l). This headquarters concurs that Sectiop
IT of Chapter 16, .1I G=U0, sho.i.d be expanded to indlude a system of indexdng
firing cuaric for weapons wiich must relay waen firiug ouvside ol traver:
limitse This neadgaarbors does nob coucar with the method used, as it is
wuiccessarily complizateds Otner heavy units use a system which jives a
sranaic readout from the RP. The chart is indexed for jolar plotiing of
azinath by placing iadices every 1000 mils, Deilection indices are not
placed on the charte The RII is prepared wiva 7o sets or nwbers, one

set for aziwmih and one sct for defleciion. The target is plotied and the
batiery is laid on aun azimuth to the nearest 100 nils. The uaxecutive Cificer
has a card p:epared waich shows the values 0 be placed on the upper scale

of the aining circle for each 100 mils directione Azimuth is included in
the initial {ire camuands and howitzers reorient using as a guide, azimuth
narkers placed around the position every 40O mils. .ithout moving the RDP
from the azimuth of lay, another pin is placed at the base deflection and
serves as a temporary deflection index. The left edge of the RDP is placed
azainst tine target pin and deflection is read from the temporary deflection
index pin,

3. (C) Reference item concerning validity of ballistic meteorological
nessages, page 12, paragraph 2b(g§. This headquarters concurs that netro
messages sihould be provided more frequently and 1et stations located so that
valid distances are observed. However, within curventv assets, the size

and topograply of the Corps' area of opcration, it is impractical. At
present, thiere are seven electronic metro stations in the Corps AO.

There are 12 firing batteries located in mountainous terrain which are an
wcessive Jdistance {rom the nearest metro station. Four additional metro
stations would be required to service tiiese batteries. Visual et teans

are used o produce ‘mountain mets." Personnel to operate these stations
cane from the aforenentioned seven metro sections. As sections are already
undersireigth, loss of personnel to provide visual teans at another location
seriously arfects the elficiency of alread, understrength seciions. Tn
addition, a four hour flight schedule would not provide enough time for

CONF'DEN“AL DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
Y DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVII-ATC (1 Hay 69) lst Ind (con't) 17 May 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of lst Battalion, 83d Artillery for Period
Ending 30 April 1969, RCS GSFRO - 65 (RI)(U)

metro equipment maintenance. XXIV Corps Artillery Metro Quality Control
is currently studying the deterioration of met data throughout a 2l hour
period. It is felt that this study will suggest a flight schedule that
will minimize effects of the met deterioration. Fram experience, The
Corps Artillery letro Officer stated that Vietnam has more stable weather
conditions than any area in the world where U.S. artillery is currently
operated. l.et data begins deterioration as soon as it is determinsd.
Techniquexs presently uscd are the best available for the state of the art.
Results of the deterioration study will be sent to the Target Acquisition
Departuwent at Fort Sill.

he (C) ieference item concerning artillery mechanic, page 13, paragraph
2¢(1l). This headquarters nonconcurs witn wnit rucommendation that three
Turret Artillery lechanics be authorized at the batialion maintenance section
of each heavy artillery battalion. The basic problem is that the DSU

is undersirength. kven if the unit had artillery mechanics, they would

not be pemitted to perform direct support level maintenance.

Se (U) Reference para la (2)(c)5. FSB Arrow should read FSB CANNON.
FOR THE COMkALDER:
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AVIIGOT (1 May €9) 24 Ind,
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 1st Battalion, 83d Artillery for period ending
30 April 1969 RCS CSFOR-65 (RC) (U)

DA, HQ, XXIV Corps, APO 96308 @ JUN 1388
TO: Commanding General, United States Army, Vietnam APO 96375

1, (U) The Operational Report Lessons Learned of Headquarters, 1st Battalion,
83d Artillery, has been reviewed at HJ, XXIV Corps and is forwarded in accord-
ance with USARV Reg 525-15,

2, (C) References Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities, Para 1, f
(2), 11, Further coordination with 1/83d Arty has determined that para

1, £ (2) of the attached ORLL was erroneously reported. The directional

antennas discussed are in fact log periodic antenna, AS-2236/GRC, and were
obtained on loan from local USMC units, This antenna is presently not available
in Aray supply channels, however, it has proven invaluable in special situations
requiring long-range FM commmnications., Unit has been instructed to review their
requirements and submit MTOE changes,

3, (U) Comments on Section 2: Commander's Observations, Evaluations and
Recommendationss

a, Concur with ORLL as indorsed by HQ, XXIV Corps Artillery.

b, Reference paragraph 2e (1) (C), page 13, Unit has been instructed to -
coordinate with supporting DSU to have frequent contact team visits or have
contact teams co-located where required.

FOR THE COMMANDER3

s

2 Ve

He R. ?ﬁ

CPT, A

Agst AG
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AVHGC-DST (1 May 69) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, lst Battalion, 83d Artillery
for Period Fnding 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 963759 5 JUN 1969

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1., This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1969 from Headquarters, lst
Battalion, 83d Artillery.

2. Reference item concerning Use of Azimuth Indices for Heavy Artillery,
section II, page 11, paragraph 2b(1), and 1lst Indorsement paragraph 2.
Concur that section II of Chapter 16, ™ 6-40, be expanded to include a
system of indexing the 6400 mil firing charts for weapons which must relay
for a direction that allows for safe firing within traverse limite, The
system described in the ORLL and lst Indorsement is considered to be valid.
The unit will be requested to submit DA Form 2038 to US Army Field Artillery
School, ATTN: AKPSIAS-PL-FM, Fort Sill, Oklahoma 73502, recommending a
change to M 6-40 to establish a system of indexing firing charts for

heavy artillery.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

19

Cy furn: C. D. WILSON

1/83 Arty 1T, AGC
XXIV Corps Assistent Adjutant General
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GPOP-DT (1 May 69) Lth Ind 10
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 1st Battalion, 83d Artillery for
Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

k-u-..

E

Qn

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed,

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF: p A. TUCKER

CPT, AGC
Asst A /
S’
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