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1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance
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SUBJEST: Operational Report of 6th Battalion llth Artillery
for Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFCR~65 (RL) (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1, (B) Section l, Operations: Sipnificant Activitics,
a. (C)- Generalo

1) Lhe batialion condinued zombat cperations in the II Corps
Tactical Zone for eighty-nine days during the reporting pericd. Artil~
lery was employed in supparbt of Lth Infentry Division, ARVN, RF/PF and
Special Forces Camps. The elemenis of this battalion remained in their
strategicuily located areas and continuel to provide artillery coverage
west of Plelku snd for areas around Kontum and Dak To.

{2) There were no displacements of orgenic firing batteries.
Numerous j;fmds were conducted to extend the art:llery coverage in sup-
port of maneuver clements and to fire at signillcant targets beyond the
normay xange coverage provided fron the permanent fire bases, Artillery
raids during this period wero more frojuent and normally for longer du-
retions because of operations along the Cambodian border west of Kontum.

(3) The battalion entered the reporting period with the follow- N
ing disposition of organic and OPCON units: (See inclosure 1)

(a) Battalion Command Post: Arudxiorvy Hill (2A229535).

(b) Battalion Forward Tactical Command Post: Lz wmavy Lou,
Kontum (2A 228835).

(¢) Service Battery and rear elements of Headquerters Bate
tery: Artillery Hill, Pleiku (ZA 22953h).

(d) Battery A: New Flei Djereng (YA 876456); OPCON to 3d
Battalion, 6th Artillery, GS.

(e) Battery B: Fire Support Base 12, Bon Het (YB 869256);
OPCON to 1st Battalion, 92nd Artillery, GS.

(£) Battery C(~): 1LZ Mary Lou, Kontum (ZA 22L8LkL), 0Sa
FOR oT VT
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(g) Battery C (8~-inch platoon): LZ Bass, Polei Klong
(24 09883L), cs,

(h) Liaison and lMetro Sections: Kontum (AR 77L89L).

(1) Battery C, lst Batt.wuion 92d Artillory: L2 Susan
(YA 83L47L5), OFCON to 6th Battalion 1lth Artilicry, FS.

(3) Battery B, 3d Battalion 6th Artillery: (ZA 100771),
OPCON to 6th Battalion 1lhth Artillery, IS to 2d Battalion 8th Infantry.

(k) Lth Radar Scction, 8th Battalion f6Hth Artillery:
Kontum (ZA 7880896), OPCON to 6th Battalion lhth Artillery, GS.

(4) Ir=areascd emphnsis was placed on the effectiveness of the .
Combinrd Fire ¢ nport Coordination “enter (CFSCC) at Kontum, which was
established in eanuary 1969. iddi.:ional personnel and equipment were
provided by this Headquarters.,

~ (%) The Tactical Command Post continued to operate from LZ
bary Lou, exercising control over OPCON units and coordinating fires
with a]1 agencies in that area., Coordination of fires was accomplished
with the CFSCC ih Kontum and Lth Battalion l2d Aritillery (DS Artillery
Battalion to 2d Rrigade, Lth Infantry Division), which was located at
LZ Mery Lou. During portions of this period, the battalion supported
all threc brigades of the Lth Division simultaneously in their respecs
tive Arcas of Operations. Special liaison was established during the
period 19 February through 10 larch with 6th Battalion 29th Artillery
(DS to 1st Erigade), Supporting fires for the 3d Brigade were provided
upon request.

(6) Battery A continued to fire in support of combat operations
by the 3d Brigade, Lth Infantry Division, Spscial Forccs, and on several
occasions for the lst and 2d Brigados, hth Infantry Division, in the
ared west und southwest of Kontum,

(7) Battery B continued to provide artillery support for the
Ben Het » Duk To area. The battery supported the Corral program and
all Froe World Forces wititiin range. During the period, Battery B
became a prime target for enemy artillery. Fire Support Base 12
(Ben Het Special Forces camp) received approximately 1500 rounds of
enemy artillery, with approximately 280 of these impacting inside the
battery area. Becauss of the enemy's activities, counter-battery fires
accounted for approximately LOF of the battery's expenditures during
the reporting period.

(8) Battery C continued to provide fire support for the
X
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Kontum area., In addition to supporting maneuver forces, the battery
played a key role in the countcr-rocket program for Kontum City. The
battery also supported villages and hamlets within its range capability.
Several artillery raids were conducted to I.Z Bass (Polel Kleng) in
support of 1lst Brigade, lLth Infantry Division operations,

(9) Liaison Sections: The battalion had two LNO sections
deployed, The LHO section with Kontum Prevince Headquarters continued
its liaison mission with emphasis on firing defensive targets and
establishing on~call targets for Vietnamese villagus and hamlets., A
new LNO scection was organized on 26 fpril and doployed with the 3d
Armored Cavalry (ARVN), whose mission was road security on Highway 1h N,
between Kontum and Bon Hetb,

(b, Intelligence,
(1) Targeting:

(a) The targeting activities of the CFSCC in Kontum City
have been expanded during the reporting period. The battalion 52 was
assigned as OIC of the CFSCC,

(b) The CFSCC obtained SPARs from Province, 2Lith Special
Tacticel Zone, and 2d Brigade, Lth Infantry Division., In accordance
with epplicabie directives, targets wore devoloped and submitted for
clearance and subsequent firing.

(¢) Since there wero three other targeting sections in
the Kontum area, the CFSCC refrained fram developing Harrassing and
Interdiction targets. However, lucrative agent reports and acquired
targets were developed for firing.

(d) The CFSCC operated as a combined liaison section for
the two Vietnamese Headquarters (2Lth Special Tactical Zone and Province
Headquarters) in the Kontum City area, by assisting and advising in
the artillery support for ARVN and RF/PF operations,

(e) The CFSCC coordinated all fire support agencies in
the defense of Kontum City by establishing fire coordination lines, and
by acting as a net control station for the Kontum City quick~fire
channel,

(£) The CFSCC received in-flight SLAR readouts from air-
craft flying through the Area of Operations and was able to get imme~
diate fire on those targets that were determined to be unfriendly.

(g) The CFSCC developed and continually updated a

- 3 - -
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counter~rocket and counter~mortar program for the Rocket Ridge area
(northeast of Kontum) which is included #*. the overall Kontum counter=
hattery program published by Lth Battalion LZd Artillery.

(h) During March, when the 175141 guns of Battery €, 6th
Battalion 1hth Artillery displaced from LZ lMary Lou to L2 Bass, the
CFSCC assisted by providing a target list of arces of increased enemy
activity and road scction® which were being mined on a regular basis.

(1) During the first part of April, the CFSCC gave two
individuals from the 6th Battolion 23th Artiilery (DS Artillery Battalion
to 1st Brigade, Lth Infantry Division) on-the-job t-uining in Aircraft
Vlarning Control Center (AWCC) procedures, in preparation for the estabe
lishment of a new AVCC,

(3) Doring the month of February, all threc brigades of the
Lth Infantry Division had Arcas of Uperations in close proximity to each
other, around the Kontum arca. The Kontum CFSCC was the single agency
vwhich couid clear grids by coordinating with 1st, 2d, and 3d Brigades,
2lith Special Tactical Zone, and Kontum Province,

(k) The collocation of the Kontum AWCC with the CFSCC
served a useful purpose in cocrdination of contact missions. Since a
quick glanco at the air advisory map indicated which artillery batter-
ies were occupied with other missions and particularly in which direc-
tions they were firing, the CFSCC was able to make a quick determination
of which artillery might be most quickiy and efficiently employed to
shoot contact missions.

(2) Physical Security:

(a) During the reporting period, emphasis was placed on
improving physical security throughout the battalion. Additional
training of personnel was conducted in the areas of cnemy sapper tictics,
employment of claymoro mines, trip flares, and fou gas, and rules of
engagement. In addition, more frequent swecps of the Artillery Hill
perimcter were made,

(b) At the beginning of the reporting period, three
Intrusion Detectors, BFS Model 3, were installed in the Headquarters
Battery perimeter on Artillery Hill., These pressure-sensitive devices
indicate whencver a moving object is in the perimotor., The dovices
were checked daily to insure that thoy were operati~nal, Their
offoctiveness was substantiated by detecting dogs, nearby moving vehi-
cles, and even heavy rain, '

(¢) On 9 April, three personnel of the battalion attended

L
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a course on the use of the licdium Range Night Observation Device in An
Khe., Upon their completion of the instruction, the battallon was issued
the device.

(d) On 18 April, the battalion recoived eighteen E-8 CS
ras dispenscrs which are being employed on Artillery Hill and at the
Ziring batteries.

(e) During the month of April, the battaiion initiated a
plan to defoliate the porimeters of the battalion utilizing aircraft
spraying. At the close of the reporting period, the perimeters at
Artillery Hidl and Battery A at New Flei Djereng had been defoliated,

(£) Huadquarters Battery ab irtillery ©i11 constructed
new personnel. fighting tunkers on the perimetcr and two strategically
located fiphting bunkers near the Tactical Operations Center,

(g) Service Battory av Artillery Hill completed the
construction of one new guard bunker and partially completed a second
guard bunker, In addition, one perimeter gate was repaired and two
new gates wore installed.

(h) Chain-link fencing was cmployed in front of five of
the eight perimoter bunkers manned by this battalion on Artillery Hill.
The fencing was placed between four and ten feet away from the bunkers
to provide standoff protection against the effects of anti-tank type
weapong, Fencing will. be installed around the remaining bunkers in
tho near futurc.

(1) Perimoter lighting was installed &long the battallon
perimeter on Artillery Hill. The lighting system, whicl was completed
on 21 February, has been very effective in illuminating the porimeter,
A Starlight Scope is available in the cvent that there is a power
failure.

(j) Battery A increased the amount of claymore:mines on
their perimeter, repaired the perimeter wiring, and rebuilt some of
their guard bunkers. The battery has policed their entire perimeter
and has installed E-8 CS gas dispensers.

(k) Battery B is no% responsible for maintainiug the
perimeter at Ben Het, but did lend assistance whenever nceded.

( ) Battery C has installed E-8 gas dispensers and
repaired their perimeter wire. The battery has also prepared fou gas,
increased the number of trip flares on their portion of the perimetor

.8
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at LZ Mery Low, and has constructed chain-link standoff fences for defense
against RPG-2 and RPC-7 attacks,

(3) Crater Analysis: Crater analysis was used extensively
«aring the reporting period. ¥Fragments from Ben Het were used to
identify the Russian-built 85MM field guns being employed against
Iriendly forces in that area. During the reporting period, the
hattalion employed its c¢rater analysis team extensively in the Pleiku
area, Crater analysis was used to establish likely sites for launch-
ing of 122M4 rockets and 82ilM mortars, and was also employed once
after a B~iij0 rocket attack.

(h) Forward Cheerver Operations: Duing the reporting period,
nine operations invdlving Forward Observer teams 2r.m this battalion
were conducted:

(=) 23 January througa 3 February: A Forward Observer
team from Brttery A supported the 22d Ranger Eattalion (ARVN) in the
vicinity of YA 895686 to YA 906686, Artillery suvport was provided
by Battery C, lst Battalion 92d Artillery.

(b) 5 February through 6 Iarch: A Forward Observer team
provided by Battery A supported the 223d Company, 3d ESF Battalion in
the Boun lMegau Valley. This operation was considered to be very suc-
cessinl. Artillery support was provided by Bettery B, 5th Battalion
22d Artillery.

(c) 26 February through 1 March: Battery C provided a
Forward Observer team in support of a CIDG company. Battery B, 1st
Battalion 92d Artillery, and Battery A, hth Battelion L2d Artillery
provided fire support,

(d) 9 iarch through 2 April: Both Battery A and Battery
B provided Forward Observer tcams to support the 221st Company, 2d MSF
Battalion in the vicinity of Fire Support Base 29 and Hili 82l necar
Ben Het. Artillery support was provided by Battery B, 6th Battalion
ilhth Artillery, Iattery B, 1lst Battalion 92d& Artillery, and Battery A,
Lth Battalion h2d Artillery.

(e) 28 March through 2 April: A Forward Observer team
from Battery C supported the 2224 Compzny (MSF) in the Ben Het area,
Artillery support was provided by Battery A, Lth Battalion L2d Artil-
lery.

(£) L April through 16 April: Battery C provided &
Forward Observer team to support the 2d MSF Battalion on an operation
in the vicinity of H{1l 990 near Ben Het. Artillery support was
e = = 6-— - e——
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provided by Battery A, Lth Battalicn L2d Artillery.

(g) 8 April through 21 April: Battery A provided a
Forward Observer team to support the 2d Squadron lst Cavairy, L*h
irlantry Division in the area of Fire Support Basa Hlackhawl, Artillery
support was provided by Battery C, 7th Battalion 15th Artillery.

(h) 20 April through 26 April: Battery C provided a
Forward Observer team which supported a CIDG company in the vicinity of
(8.d Flei Djereng., Artillery support was provided by Battery A, 6th
Battalion 1lth Artillery.

{1) 21 April through 23 April: Battery C supplied a
Forward Observer team to cupport a RF/PF Battalion in the Pleiku area,
Artillery support was provided by Battory B, 3d Battalion 6th Artillery.

¢, Oporations and Training Actlvitles.
(L) Operations.
(a) Significant Events,

1. On L February, the 8-inch platoon of Battery C
returned from LZ Fatt (24 99863L) where it was collocated with
Battery D, 5th Battalion 16th Artillery. The platoon arrived at that
location on 31 Jamuary, resulting in six 8-inch hewltzers available
for employment in that area.

2. On 7 February, with the termination of the ARVN
operations Binh Tay L8/L9/50, northwest of Pleiku, which began on 7
January, the operational control of Batitery C, lst Battalion Rd
Artillery, located at L2 Susan (YA 83L47L45), changed from this battalion
to the 3d Battalion Sth Artillory., The 2ith Special Tactical Zone
(ARVN) had conducted these operations against clements of tho 2Lth
NVA Regiment,

3. On 1l February, Battery C, lst Battalion $2d
Artillery was airlifted from LZ Susen to LZ Bobbie (24 062736) with
the mission of General Support, with priority of fires to 24 Brigade,
Lth Infantry Division. Upon closing at LZ Bobbie, this battalion
assumed operational control of the battery.

L. On 19 February, the lst Brigade, Lth Infantry
Division began operations west of Ploi Mrong (ZA 112672). The Brigade
Tacticol Commend Pest was located at Flel lMrong to direct the opera-
tions. The mission of Battery C, lst Battalion 92d Artillery was
modified to provide priority of fires to the Ist Brigade. This
battalion dispatched a portion of the Tactical Operations Center, in

I
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the {orm of a liaison section, to Tlei Irong, collocating the section
with the 1lst Brigade Tactical Command Post and working directly with
the 6th Battalion 29th Artillary which had the mission of Direct Support
to 1st Brigade:s Tho lia.son section enabled this battalion to rapidiy
ccordinate, plan, and provide responsive artillery support to the lst
Brigade, Lith Infantry Division.

5. On 22 February, Battery A, 3d Bettalion 6th
Artillery (OPCON to this battelion) replaced .atwery B of the same
battalion as the Direct Support battery to 2d Battalion 3th Infantry
(¥echanized), The exchange of missions v ¢+ :llow Battery B, 3d
Battalion 6L1 Artillery to pc Jorm cuucenscated majrtenance while
assigned the mission of Grmera. Support to th» Fleii. iArea Defense.

6. Cn 2L February, the 175M4 platcon of Battery C,
6th Battalion llth Artillery was displaced from LZ iary Lou to LZ Bass
(2A 029993) to fire vpon heavy inte) Ligence readings mear the Cambodian
border wett of wontum. The platoon returned to L% ifary Lou on 10 March
after firing also in support of operations of the 1lst and 24 Brigades,
Lth Infantry Division.

7. On 28 February, with the termination of the 1st
Brigade opcrations west of Flei Mrong, the Brigade Tactical Command
Post was moved to Polei Kleng (LZ Bass) to prepare for Cperation iayne
Gray in the Plei Trap Valley, west of Nontum, and along the Cambodian
border. To contine the close 1jaison established with the 6th
Battalion 29th Artillery, and the lst Brigade, the special iiaison
section also displaced to I.iZ Bass. On the same day, Battery C, lst
Battulion 92d Artillery, under the operational control of this bat~
talion, conducted a road march to LZ Bass, in preparasion to support
the 1st Brigade during Operation Wayne Gray.

8. On1 Marsh, Battery C, 1st Battalion 92d
Artillery was airlifted from L2 Eass to LZ Swinger (YA 837967).
liission of the battery was Geoneral Support, with priority of fires to
the 18t Brigade. The intensity of enemy activity in the area, in the

‘form of artillery attacks and small arms fire, resulted in the need for

extreme protective measures for resupply holicopters, such as suppres-
sive fires around tho battery location, punship oscorts, and the use
of several different landing pads.:

9. On 3 Harch, a coordinated enemy artillery and
armor attack was launched against Ben Hebt, where Battery B, 6th
Battalion th Artillery was located. Approximately twelve tracked
vohicles wore reported in the arca and the Ben Het camp received
approximately 480 incoming rounds. Artillery support was received from
Battery B, 1st Battalion 924 Artillery, and Battery A, lhth Battalion

8
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424 Artiilery, Rovrds fired by these two batteries in defense of the
camp totaled 2,000. Air Fovce flare and gun ships fared in support
throughout the attack and were lLater joined by fighter aircraft, Two
enemy tarky weve reported destroyed, Two {riendly KIA's and two WIA's
were reported, none of which were from this battalion,

10. Or L March, two 175MM guns from Battery B were
displaced temporartiy to FSB 1 in Dak To. The splitting of the firing
battery was vo enable at least half of the battery to fire counter-
battery fires wheuever the eneiy £ired on FSB 12 (the Ben Het Special
Forces camp). The intensity of enemy artillery fire frequently prevente
ed counter~hattery fires from the normal battery area. The two 175MM
guns renained at FSB L1 until 7 April when the enery artillery deployed
against FSB 14 decressed significantily. While at FS5 1, the computa~
tion of firin; date was accompiished from FSB 12, using a cormon Fire
Direction Center, Numurois cwuer missions other than counter-battery
were fired Srom the guns at FSB 1. On 28 March, two 15518 howitzers
from Battery A; 1let Battalion 924 Artillery were placed at FSB 12, with
overhead cover, to primarily fire counter-battery fires in defense of
that location.

11, On 17 March, the 8~inch platoon of Battery C,
6th Battelion llhth Artillery displaced from LZ Mary Lou to LZ Bass for
the purpose of firing destruction missions on large bunker complexes
northwest of 1Z Bass, The bunkers were reportod to have heavy over-
head cover and to be well camouflaged, lissions ware adjusted by air
observers and forward obscrvers, Heavy smoke in the area hindered

same of the adjusted misdsions. The 8-inch platoon returned to LZ Mary
Lou on 2L hkarch.

12. On 2k HMarch, major changes in the Kontum area
caused by the departure of armored/cavalry elements and by changes in
hreas of Operations triggered two artillery displacaments within this
battalion. Battery A, lst Babttalion 92d Artillery came under the
operational control of this battalion upon closing at LZ Panther
(2B 153065), with the mission of General Support, with priority of
fires to the 24 Brigade, Lth Infantry Division. The battery was
collocated with the Tactical Command Post of the 2d Battalion 8th
Tnfantry (Mechanized), which moved into the area the same day. Battery
A, 34 Battalion 6th Artillery (IS to 2d Battalion 8th Infantry) dis-
placed from LZ Nicole to LZ Gigolo (ZA 221915), The 2d Battalion Gth
Infantry had the mission of road security (Highway 1l N, north of
Kontum) and to conduct search and destroy missions along the hipghway,

13. On 1 April, the 175M4 gun platoons of Batteries
A and C; 6th Battalion llith Artillery wore displaced to conduct
artillery raids to support the lst Brigade, Uth Infantry Division

9. i
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operation in the Plei Trap V@l ey, The platcon from Batteiy A moved
to old Flei. Djereng (YA 859532) and the platocn from Battory C moved
to I,Z Pass. These raids were based upon knowledge of enemy activity
in the southern portion of the 1lst Brigade Area of Ojerations,

3. On 1l April, Battery C, lst Bahtalion 92d
Artillery was airlifted frem LZ Swinger to FSB 1 in Dak To. This
marked the termination of Jet B-igaaa, hth Infantry Division operations
in the Pred Trap Vailey. Battery C was one of the last elements
extracted because of its strategic location for supporting a1l other
elcments awaiting extraction. Extraction of the tattery and its
security was condiacted under the protection of gunships flying
continuous cover and suppressive fire from Battery B, Lth Battalion
2d Artillery, located at LZ Mile Wigh (YA 93793L). Operational
control of the battery changed from this batialion to the lst Batfalion
92d Artillery upon closure ab FSB 1,

15. On 15 April, the L75MH platoon from Battery A,
6th Battalion lhth Artillery returned from OLd Plei Djereng to its
permenent firebase at New FPlei Djereng. On the same day, Battery A=),
1st Battalion $2d Artillery departed FSB 1 and road marchcd to L2
Mary Lou. Wpon closing, the battery(~) came under the operational
control of this battalion. Flans had been formilated to road march
the battery(~) to L2 Bass and airlift it to LZ Susdn (25..834705) to
support a tWo-battalion MSF dperation in the southern portiun of the
Fled Trap Valley.

16. On 16 April, Battory A(-), lst Battalion 92d
Artillery road marched to LZ Bass and was airlifted to LZ Susan. ISF
Battalions were inserted the following day and were placed under the
operational control of the 2d Brigade, Lth Infantry Division,

17. On 19 April, one 1751 gun of Battery B, 6th
Battalion llth Artillery was displaced from ¥SB 12 (Ben Het) to FSB 1
(Dak To) for the purpese of firing counter~battery fires for FSB 12,
as a follow-up to reliable indications of impending enemy artillery
activity in the Ben Het area, The battery remained split, with three
guns abt FSB 12 and one gun av FSB 1, at the close of the reporting
period.

18. On 2l April, the 3d Armored Cavalry (ARVN)
assumed control of Highway 1l N betwcen Kontum and Ben Het. The 2d
Battalion 8th Infantry (Mechanized), formerly located at Vo Dinh
(2B 154065) with its DS Artillery battery, Battery A, 3d Battalion
6th Artillery, then assumed control of Highway 1L N between Fleiku
and Kontum, and dispiaced to & new LZ south of Kontum, Battery A, 3d
Babtalion Géh Artillery was no longer neoded as IS battery to the 24
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. Battalion 8th Infantyy; consequenily it was displaced on 2 April to
FSB 1, its mission way changed to General Support, and operaticnal
conbrol was transferd from this battalion to Lst Rattalion 924
Artidlery. Artillery coverags for villages and hamlets in the vicinity
of Vo Dinh, formerly grovided ty Battery A, 3d Battalion é%h Artillery,
was provided from 2jj Apvil through the close of the reporting period by
a platoom of LO5MM howitzers from the 221s% Artillery Batislion (ARVN),

19, 0On 26 April, the IMSF operation in the Flei Trap
Valley was terminated., Batiery A{~), lst Battalion 524 Artillery
(OPCON Lo this battzlion), was airlifted from LZ Susan to LZ Bass,
complebing the airlift on 27 April, The battery then road marched to
LZ Mary Lou, where it remained et the closo of the reporting period.
The baltery remained under the operational control of 6th Battalion
Lhth Artillery,

70, On 29 April, the 175M1 platoon of Battery C,
6th Wattalion 1hth Artillery road marched from LZ Bass to its perma-
nent hattery location at LZ lMary Lou, The support of the 175MM platoon
was no longer needzd at LZ Bass,

(b) Bignificant Surveillance: (See Inclosure 2).

(e) Artillery ammunition expenditures during the reporte
ing period were as follows:

WEAPON SHELL FUZE REPCRTING PIRIOD SINCE ARRIVAL IN RVN
8-inch How MIO7 MLOG PD 559 93387
CvT 358 2686
MISQ b 931
cp 8 172
ol T1 66 79
TOTAL 6068 95155
175MM Cun 1M10  MGTE  PD 17210 143165
.CVT 1030 2957
oML 18210 16122

o
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(d) The battadion engaged in B9 days of oporations during
the reporting period,

(2) Training.

(a) The battalion used a weekly training schedule pub~
lished four weeks in aavince, This schedule consisted of those sub~
joects remired by the United States fxmy Vietnam plus intormediate
headquart.re. On-the-job maintenance training continued to be the
major c¢lement of the battalion training proes-am, ALl newly agsigned
personnd} received mandatory replacement traininp et the Lth Infautry
Division Repiacement Training Center until & April 1969. On 10 April
1969 the 524 Artillery Group implemented its own RVN replacement traine

\ ing. This battalion contrituted the slassroom for indoor instruction,
; four instructors teaching a totel of seveu classes, and personnel and
equipnent for the rifle range live firing exer~ises.

—

S Da

1 (b) In February, this rattalion conducted forward

p ; observ.r training for one RF Company necar Kontum City. Training was
received by one officer, one NGO, and thirty-six enlisted men. The .
221et Artillery Battalion (ARVH) provided the live fire portion of

the training.

' (¢) A SF/CIDG assistance team consisting of one officer,
i ono NCO, and one artillery mechanic visited six Special Forces camps
during the period 15 March through 1L April 1969. Camps visited were
Dak Pek, Dak Seang, Mang Buk, Pleime, Duc Co, and Tieu Atar, Instruc-
tion was provided all camps in FDC procedures, aiming circle operation,
and firing battery procedurcs according to the needs of each camp as
determined by the assistance team. In most cases, instruction was
well received and it was deemed to be a very successful program,

(d) Tho battalion continued to enroll all newly assigne
. ed officors and selected enlistod personncl in the First Field Force
i Victnam Artillery Schools for Fire Direction Officers and Forward
. Observers. During the perlod six officers and five enlisted men
r attended the Fire Direction Course and iwo enlisted men attended the
. Forward Observer course. In addition, two officers and one NCO
: | attended the Aerial Observer course conducted by the 219th Aviation
. Company «

; (e) During the month of April 1969, this battalion
formed a specisl liaison team with the mission of evaluating, teach=
i ing, and assisting Mobile Advisory Teams (MAT) to improve artillery
support for villages, hamlets, and the RF/PF Forces. The team visite
¢d ¥ontum Province Headquarters, Disirict Headquerters, and MAT
locations in Kontum Districts Training in all phases of artillery

a1t
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employment and the planning and firing of defcnsive targets was
emphasized., This assislance team will continue its activities into
the next reporting period.

(£) During the reporting period, increased instruction
on enemy tactics, enatr weaponry, sapper attack techniques, and
defensive actions was presented to all battalion personnel due to
the increased enemy activity in this area,

(g) The battadion engaged in 89 days of training active
itiee during the reporting period.

(h) The battalion engaged in ten days of troop movements
during the reporting period.

(3) PSYVAR.

(a) Leaflets were dropped around Artillery Hill, all
Tire Support Bacss of the battalion, and along convoy and air routes
to the battery locations. Air observers nave also conducted drops

in other areas which are not normally covered by battalion move-
ment.,

(b) VIP program leaflets were distributed te local
civilians at convoy control point 4O located near Artillery Hill.
Funds are currently on hand for expedient payment for information
and/or equipment turned in under the VIP program.

(L) Other.

(a) Metro: The Metro “action was operational 70 days
out of a possible 89 days. This repr.sents all flights transmitted
and computed as six flights representing one day, The total number
of non~operational days was 19, representing 1lh flights., Down time
for the section was divided into three areas, The first area of
difficulty, representing 64 missed flights, was due to the mechanical
biecakdown of the Rawin Set and assoclated systems., The second ares,
representing 35 missed flights, was due to loss of eleotrical power,
The third area, representing 15 missed flights, was due to the short
supply of expendables, such as radiosondes, hydrogen, and balloons.
Expendables continued to be a preblem. The Metro Section did not
use any new techniques other than an extensive program of data
checking prior to each broadcast., This was required due to a large
percentage of personnel rotations during the reporting period.

(b) Battalion Aviation Section: On 13 February 1969,
the Battalion Aviation Section was placed OPCON to the 52d Artillery
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Group, During the fivey fwelve days of February, the Battalion
Aviation Section, consisting of two LOH-6A holicopters, flew missions
of commnand and control, artillery adjustment, convey covorage, and
delivery of repair parts and mail. The aircraft were available for
vse 80% of the time, flew 3L hours, and accomplished 88 direct combat
suppors missions., No &ccidents or incidents occurred during the
reporting period. Classes continued to be held on safaty and flight
planning,.

d. Logistics and Maintenance.
(1) Logistics,

(a) Resupply activities were conducted by the battalion
using organic vehicles and asseus from supporting transportation units
(trucks and aircraft). Soventy-Live percont of tho convoys wore
conducted to rosupply Battery A at New Tlel Dloreng, The remaining
convoys resupplicd Batbery B ot FSR 12 and Dattery C at LZ Mary Lou.

35 convoys transported 22 tons of (lass L, 99 tons of Class III, and
195 tons of Ciass V, Additional Class I and Class III for Battery A
were transporied by aireraft. Resupply was accomplished with minimum
difficulty, due to adequate roads to both Dattery A and Battery B, and
by the use of flatbed trailers from the 12Lth Transportation Battalion,

in spite of a W7% shortage of organic ammunition carriers,

(b) Establishment of an FSA at Dak To for Class I and
Class IXI greatly facilitated resupply of Battery B during the report-
ing period. Thc old ASP at Dak To was also utiliwmed for prostocking
Qass V for Battery B.

(¢) During this reporting period, the battalion prepared
for the continued logistical support of its organic units during the
approaching mecnsoon season by prestocking Class III and (lass V at
firebases and by acquiring necessary air items in order to implement
aerial resupply if the roads become unusable.

(2) Maintenance,

(a) Maintenance improved during this reporting period.
This improvement is a result of increased command emphasis on the
maintenance program within tho battalion., A Battalion Maintenance
Assistance Team was formed and assisted all but one battery in the
battalion,

(b) Support Activities: During the reporting poriod the

maintenance support unit, the 62d Maintenance Battalion, furnished an
inecreased number of repair parts and has in most cases boen succossiwl

1k !
- CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

AVGG-BD-CO 30 April 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 6th Battalion 1lhth Artillery
for leriod Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFUR-65 (RL) (U) (Conttd)

in performing 3d Echelon meintenance on the batitalion's equipment.

(¢) The tot~), number of miles traveled by the vehicles
of the battalion in the quarter was 91,500,

(d) During the reporting perind, the battalion received
one Truck, Cargo, 5-Ton; one Carrier, Cavgo, 6-Ton, M-5U48; two Trucks,
Shop Van, 2%-Ton; two Trucks, Cargo, 2-Ton; &nd two Trucks, Utility,
3}-Ten. Hovever, during the reporting peried, three Trucks, Utility,
i~Ton; three Trucks, cugo, 3/L-Ton; one Truck, Cargo, 2%-Ton; four
Trucks, Cargo, 5-Ton; and five Carriers, Cargo, 6-Ton, ii-548, have
been turned in as a resw!t of Fair Wedr and Tear. In addition, the
battalion turned in one Truck, Cargo, 3/L~Ton, and one Trailer, Water,
as combat losses due to enemy artillery.

(e) Forty 1L75M1 tubes and ten cannon acsemblies were
replaced during the reporting period, No 8-inch tubes or cannon
assemblies were replaced,

(£) During the reporting period, the following pun/
howitzer «asemblies were replaced: Two'engines, one transmissicn,
and six mounts.

(g) The vehicles and tracks replaced during the report-
ing period were one new M-Sli8, four new guns, two new %-Tons, and two

used 2%-Tons,
(h) TFLL Level:

TYPE 100% FUL PARTIAL FILL ZFRO DALANCE TOTAL LINES
Auternotive 322 26 1Ly 1717
Engineer 0 2l L2 66
Artillery 285 261 1197 1713

(1) FL in the field: FLL was sent to each firing
battery under the assumption that the FLI system would work better
with the FLL's at the firing positicns. After a threewweek trial
period, it was decided that FI showld return to base camp., Reasons
for this action were the problems encountered in getting parts to
the batteries, less qualified supervision of FLL clerks, &nd the
non-availability of spare parts when the vehicles wore returned to
Aeiiilery Hill for maintcnance.

(3) Pre-monsoon steps taken: A program is under way in
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the Artillory Hill motor pool arca to Peneprim: the entire motor park
area, including access roads. Efforts are being made to assure that
recovery (guiprent, including winches, is campletely serviceable and
capable of acc~plishing vehicle recovery. Classes concerning vehiculay
1o, atenance ond safety con wot terrain are being taught to all new
arrivals in the battaliion,

e. Civil Affairs, Civil Affairs nrojects accomplished by the
bettalion inve.w. ! person to person conbtiact between battery personnel
end ¢ivsiians, The “1lowing is a list of projects performed during
the reporving periods

(1) Headquarters and Service Batteries suprorted the Fleiku
orphanage by providing laborers, tools, and perform.n; repairs on
buildings and grounds. Some of the work perovmed wis the repairing
of elecirical wiring, installation of light fi-tures nd sockets,
ropair of the gonorator, and roplacemer b of kindergarben tables ard
chairs. vindow s:reens were replaced in the nursery as well as
screen doors in the dispensary, In addition, local nationals were
hired to perform picce work and other tasks in the baitalion arca,
providing additional inceme for the local population in the Pleiku
area.,

(2) Battery A constructed a trash disposal point for the
local Montrmaids in the Pledl Djoreng arca, and conbributed tools and
maberials to locel Montagnerds for a land-clearwig project. Trans-
portation was alsc furnished for a village resettlement projoet.
Local persennel were hired to accomplish piece work and other tasks,
providing extra income for the Montagnards in the Ilei Djereng area.

(3) Battery B furnished medical aid for the treatment of
local dontagnards for minor cuts and bruises, They donated materials
to 2 local Montagnard tribe for improvement of their living quarters
and contributed sundry items and clothing items to arca children. The
battery hired lceal sontagnards, and the Battery Commander and First
Sergeant attended holiday celebrations in henor of the lunar new years

(4) Bottery C contributed sundry items to local Hontagnards
and donated powder cannisters to the Montagnards for the purpose of
constructing pip pens, The battery also contributed sundry items
end ¢lothing through chamnels for donation to the Pat Smith Hospital
in the Kontum area,

(5) During the reporting period, the battalion contributed
400 pounds of focd, 225 pounds of sundry items, and $0 pounds of
clothing, as stated above, The cost of supplies from military Te~
sources wns appeoximately four hundred dollars,

Y
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f. Personnel

(1) During the veporting period, the battalion sustained one
KIA and fourtcen WIA's as a result of lLostile action. The KIA was the
result of an eneny Aartillery shell, IErnemy artillery also resulted in
seven WIA's, Four personnel were wounded by enemy mortars and two
were wounced by an enemy mine, The other was a shrapnel wound which
reswlied when an ammo dump exploded after baing hit by an enemy rocket.

(2) Personnel gains outnumbered lnises in the battalion, 215
%0 151. A% the close of the reporting period, the present for duty
strengbh was 32 officers, six warrant officers, and 503 enlisted men.
Critical shortages which exist ab the present time Iin this organization

arg a3 followst -
HOS NUMBER SHORT DESCRIPTICH
138h0 1k Field Artillery Crewman
13El0 7 Operations and Intellipence Specialist
13250 1 Field Artillery Senior Seryeant
31050 1 Tactical Commo Chief
63¢ho 1 General Vehiclo Repairman
71120 5 Maintenance Data Specialist
76520 3 futo Repair Parts Specialist
76140 3 Armorer/Unit Supply Specialist
91ELO 1 Medical Specialist
gLeho 5 Cook

(3) 215 out~of-country and seventeen in-couniry R¢R!'s were
used during the reporting period. Incoming mail was received and
distributed to the batieries without significant problems.

(4) Awards: Recommondations for thirteen DBronze Stars for
valor, sixteen Dronze Stars for service, thirteen Army Conmendation
Medals for valor, twenty~eight Army Commendation Medals for service,
geven Adr Medals, ten Purple Hearts, and thirty-eight IFFCRCEV
Art{llery Certificates of Achievement were submitted during the

Y
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revorting p o lod.  auards prosanted were: Two Pronze Star Hedels for.
Vi.ooor, ben Jroene Ooece cop serviee, four Adr jednls, twenty-one

atiy Cornrmevoucn boIaLle for ceevice, one Ay omaendation iicdal for
valer, ten jurple . vis, and thivty-four IFFORCEV Artillery Certif-
icages of hcilevenent.

(5) During ths reperting peried, all batteries, with the
exception of Herdq:arters latbery, cuanged commandors.

80 0’3‘ L
(1) Survey:

{a) During thu reprrting poriod, the survey section
verified survey conirel at "Lei Diercng on 1 Apzic T709 by means of
astronomic observation and map spotting, Lo probie: were encountered.

(b) On 21 April 1969, the survey scetion completed a
WSGD moter surve + o esteblizh survey centrol at the 937th Engineer
Luttriicn for tuo mortar platoon and azimuth mark., Asimuth was
verifi~d b7 asteonorde obscrvaticn. Horizontal control was teken
from Artillery Hill (SCP 18) by trianpuiation,

(c)} On 13 fipril 1969, the survey section established
the rador positicn at LZ Mary Lou by traversing 68 meters.

(d) There were no problems encountered during this
reporting period.

(2) Signal:

(a) Mo electronic countermeasures were cxperienced
during the r.porting period, llo 3ignificant reports of interference:
were reccived which affected the Command or Operatlons nets.

(b) Flans: Work began on the complete rewiring of the
internal corimnie~ticons 1ines in the bottalion reor area, utilizing
26-pair cable. Initial work bepsn on complete rewiring of electrical
and communications lines at the firing bathery locadtions, to include
installation of telephone peles. Doles are being distributed to the
£iring batterics from the excess pcles created by tho rewiring project
at tho Artillery Hill base camp locetion., Additional poles will be
ecnstrueted from powder cannistere. Flans for the construction of a
new Message Cenber are heing finmlized. Work will commence as
materials bocoms available, with emrhasis on the construction of
exiornal areas prior tc the impending monsoon soason,

18
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(3) Enginecr:

() mDurire the reportiny veriod, the battalion smbariked
on an ex“enélve prugrim of fircbase imnrovement on & sclf-help basis
with techrical assistance and equipment from the 20th Engidnecer
Battelion. Following ars project scopes and completion percentages
for the respective firebase projects:

1. Dattery A: Resurface gun pade -~ 100%; refurbish
s berms -~ 60F; upgrade of interior drainage ~- 50%; upgrade Class V
storage ~- 50%; construction of latrines and showers -- 100%; construce
ticn of personncl bunkers -~ 100%.

2, Batbery B: Resurface gun pads -- 100%; refurbish
gun Humms -~ 25%; upgrade of interior drainnge -- ™13 upgrade of
access road ~- L0f; overhead cover fo.: guns -- 80/, -.onstruction of
Class V storage fucilities -~ 70%; lulrines and showers —- pending;
construction of & new mess haQl ~- 208,

3. Eattery Ot Resurface gua pads -~ 100%; refurbe
ish gun berms -- pending; upgrade of interior drainage -~ 80%;
cunstruction of Class V storage facilities -~ 90%; upgrade personnel
burkers -~ pending; construchtion of latrines and showers ~- pending,

L. Current objectives are to complete all projescts
by 15 Moy 1969.

(b) The four underground revetments with overhcad cover
for the 175M1 guns at Battery B were completed in late February. How-
ever, duc to the tremendous amount of muzzle blast from a 1751 gun,
two of these revetments caved in. No damage to equipment and no
injuries werec sustained. The revetments were constructed as shown
in Inclosure 2 Yo the last quarterts (L, with 2" x 12¢ boards for
siding and 4" X 12" boards for roofing. The two revetments that
caved in were completely dismantled and for safety reasons the other
two were &lgo torn down. The L75M4 guns continued to uso the plts
whenever incoming was received. New overhead ccver for the guns is
being constructed with engineer equipment and technical advice as
was discussed in paragraph (3) (s) 2, above, (See Inclosure h).

(L) -During the reporting period, four dignitaries visited
6th pattalion lhth Artillery (see Inclosure 2). ’
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2, (C) Section 2, esscns Leerned: Commander's Observations,
Evaluations, and Recommmdations,

a, Personnel. HNone,
b, Operations.
(1) Sprit Firing Datteries for Counter-Battory Firing.

(2) ORSERVATIONS. During the period 23 PFebruary to 1k
April, DBattery B, €th Dattalion lhth Artilliery at FSB 12 (Ben Het)
recclved numerous atbvacks by enemy artillery. On many occasions the
intensity of encmy artillery was such that counter.oattery fires
could not be rendered without a high degree of risk to personnel,
(me attempt to firc couvnter~battery fires resultsd in one crew-member
KIA, and three crew-members wounded.

(b) WVALUATION., Crevs of heavy arvillery take a hipgh
degree of risk in firdng counter-battery in defense of thelr positions,
The mutually supporting units,. Dattery A, hih Rattalion 42d Artillery,
and battevy B, lst Battalion 92d Artillery, were not in range to engage
ep .y artiliery locations,

(¢) RECOMIERNDATION, That consideration be given, under
similar circumstances, to split a battery to increase the capability
to fire counber-batbery fires, without increasing the degree of
exposure of or risk to gun crews,

¢. Training., ©None.
d. Intelligence. None,
e, Loglstics. DNone,
£, Organization. None,
g. Other,
(1) Construction of Revetments for 175MH{ Guns.

(a) OBSERVATION, Of the four underground drive-in
revetments constructed for the L75MM pguns of Battery B, 6th Rattalion
1hth Artidlery, two collapsed within thirty days after construction.
(This construction was discussed in the battalion's previons CRLL )e

{b) EVALUATION. The muzzle blasts from L7SM{ guns
caused extreme pressure to be exerted on the walls of the revetment,

20
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The two revetments that collapsed were located in the primary directlon
of fire. Only one end of the revetment was opened, and the opened end
was facing the firing pads. Walls were not anchored properly, due to
lack of technical knowlego.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION. That future requirements for under-
ground structures be handled by an Engineer unit to insure proper
cons truction.

’?l/-r\..(}('.‘! /)/ < “"‘(C(
L Incl KENNETH R BAILEY /
1 ~ Organizational Chart 1LTC, FA
PG ficant-Surveiitence—— Commanding

—3—{pi-aits-by-Generad—6fficers—
i - 175734 Gun and Amminition Revetment
Incl 2 and 3 wd Hq, DA

DISTRIBUTION:
6 - 52d Artillery Group, ATIN: AVGG-OP, APO 96318

3 = CG, USARV, ATTN: AVHGC-DST, AFQ 96558
2 - CINCUSARPAC, ATTN: GPOP-DT, AP0 96558
1 « Ea Stxy

1 - Es Staff Section
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AVGG-0P (30 Apr 69) .1lst Tnd (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 6th Battalion, 14th Artillery for Period -
Ending 30 April 1969 RCS CSFR-65 (R1) (U)

p b

DA, Headquarters, 52d Artillery Group, APO 96318 15 May 1969

2 : T0s Oomang.ing Generaly I Field Force Vieinam Avtillery, ATTNs ANFAmATwD
: AP0 96350 ,

% ; (U) Conowr in the contents of the basic Teport and recommendationgs

i }
ALAN Re TOFFLER
Colonely FA

Commanding

e Lo aice
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AVFA-AT-D (30 Apr 69) 24 Ind (U)

SUBJECT: Operaiional Roport of the 6th Battalion, th Artillery for
Period Ending 30 April 1969 RCS CSFOR-65 (RT) (U)

DA, Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam Artillexy, APO 96350 S ¢ MAY 1968

T0: Commanding General, I Field Force Vietnam, ATTH: AVFA-GC-0T
AP0 96350

1. This headquarters concurs with the subject report.
2, Roference paragraph lc(l)(a):

a, The unit recoived a Rawin Set to replace present one under a cloged
loop program on 21 May 69.

b. The metro section received a new generator to supply electrical
power on 20 May 69.

c. Action has been taken to correc’ the expendable supply problem by
requesting that metro expendables be designated Project Fi1l items, A

message establishing a system to monitor metro expendables was sent to all
artillery commands on 9 May.

3, Appropriate recommendations contiined in Section II will be included in
future training publications.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

by /
//J 2 // :
[ i~ . { A $ ]

STEPHEﬁ R. HAWRER, JR.

Lieutenant Colonel, FA

Adjutant
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AVFA-GC-HIST (30 Apr 69) 3d Ind
SUBJECTt Oporational Report of the 6th Battalion, 14th Artillery for
Poriod Ending 30 April 1969 RCS CSPCR~65 (R1) (U)

DA, Hesdquerters, I Field Force Vietnem, APO 96350 ; 8 JUN 1368

©0: Commending General, United States Avmy Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DST,
AP0 96375

This headquarters has evaluated subjeot report and indorsements and
sonours.

FOR THE COMMANDERS®

4 s
\

s PN e
" JERICK E. HOLLAND
1LY AGG
ASST AQ

Copy furns
2-ACSFCR, DA
1-6th Bn, 14th Arty
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AVHGC-DST (30 April 1969) Ath Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 6th Battalion 14th Artillery for Period
Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (K1) (U)

HUADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 963752 9 JUM 1969

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GFOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1969 from Headquarters, 6th Bat-
talion 14th Artillery.

2, Reference item concerning Split Firing Batteries for Counterbattery
Firing, section II, page 20, paragraph b(1); concur, The split battery
concept is a practice which is being employed more frequently and for
longer periods of time than present TOE!'s and MTOE!'s can adequately sup-
port, When a firing battery is split, firepower and crew efficiency will
be reduced considerably. Batteries should be spiit for counterbattery
purposes only if there are no alternatives. Unit will be advised.
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Cy furn: Assistent Adjutant Generel
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GPOP-DT (30 Apr 69) 5th Ind {U) 6th Battalion
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ,Klath Artillery for Period Ending
30 April 1969 (RCS CSFOR-65 (R1))(U)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 10 JUL 69

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C, 20310 - .

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed,

CPT, AGC
Aut AG

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
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CONFIDENTIAL

Orgenizational Chart of the 6th Battalion 1hth Artillery

FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION
175144/8~INCH (SP)

|

| HEADQUARTERS FIRING smva
BATTm BATTERY BATTERY
]
xvmmo L.m:tsom AR
SECTION ssctron | - SECTION OBSERVIR
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Status of Organic and OPCON Units
UNIT STATUS DATE ASSUMED  DATE RELEASED
HHB, 6/1L Axty Organic

Btry A, 6/1h Arty
Btry B, 6/1L Arty
Btry C, 6/l Arty
8vc Btry, 6/l Arty

Btry A, 1/92 Arty
Btry C, 1/92 Arty
Btry A, 3/6 Arty
Btry B, 3/6 Arty

Section L, B/26 Arty
(Radar)

ncl 1

OPCON %o 3/6 Arty
OPCON to 1/92 Arty
Organic

Organic

OPCON to 6/1L Arty
(4 Howitzers)
OPCON to 6/1L Arty
OPCON tc 6/1h Arty

OPCON to 6/ih Arty
OPCON to 6/1l Arty

A1

S Dec 68
26 Jul 48

2ly Mar 69
15 Apr 69

26 YNov 68
11 Feb 69

i Mar 69
20 Mar 69

6 Dec 68
W May 69

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

CONFIDENTIAL

11 Apr 69
7 Feb 69
1k Apr 69

18 Mar 69
2l Apr 69

i iar 69
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" CONFIDENTIAL

175MM Gun and Ammunition Revetment

NOTEs
1. C(lass V Storage Capacity: 500 175MM Projectiles

500 175MM Powders
2. Sixty-foot drive-through corridor will effectively
provide protection to two MLOT's,
3. Two of these are being constructed,

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
28 | DECLASSIFIED AFTER 32 YEARS,

“"CONFmENTML 1 DOD DIR 5200.10
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