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CONFIDENTIAL
D T2i MZSr OF THP ARYcY

HLAD UARTzRS 1ST INFAhTRY DIVISION
APO San Francisco 963 5

AVDB-T (1)HD) 19 February !969

SLBJ.CT: Operational Report of 1st Infantry Division for Perica &!Aing
31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI), (U)

SE DISTRIBUTION

1. (C) Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities.

a. (C) Introduction.

(1) The 1st Infantry Division, during the reporting period, continued
in the performance of its general missions.

(a) Destruction of main force "VC/!VA forces, equipment, and base camps.

(b) in conjunction with GVN forces, the ident;ification and destruction
of local force VC and infrastructure in order to provide a secure environ-
ment to further GVN control over the area and people.

(c) Overwatch of the TAOI.

(d) Assistance in the training and improvement of GVN forces.

(e) Area preparation (Destruction and Construction).

(2) The basic essential missions assigned by rI Field Force, Vietnam,
in conjunction with Operation Toan nang (Complete Victory) remain applic-
able to this reporting pez..od. They are: protection of Saigcn, protection
of main routes of cormunication with the Division TAUI, and the defeat of
Cneqr plans. In addition, the Division has assumed important missions as-
sociated with the Accelerated Pacificatio, Campaign which commenced on 1
Nul, 68 and is scheduled for completion 17 Feb 69. This campaign is described
in ietail in other portions of this report.

(3) The operational trande of the period, based on command guidance,
exmerience factors, and the char~ging tactical environment, have undergone
a slight adjustment since the close of the previous period. The current
trends are:

(a) Night operations.

(b) 1aintaii contact.

(c) Snall unit operations.

(d) "Pile-on" tactics.

(e) Thorough search.

(f) B-52 exploitation.

b. (C) Personnel and Administration. DOWNGRAkDED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

(1) Personnel: DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

FOR 0TUT DOD DIg 5200.10

6911457 CONFIDENTIAL
Inclosure



C ZIPENTIAL

ADB-T (MHD)
Sr J.Cr: Operational Report of lst Infantry Division for Period An!ing

31 January 1969, RCS CSFUR-65 (1i), (U)

(a) Strength OFF V_0 '64 AGG
Authorized 1 Nov 68 ".,t2 72 1566 1679
Authorized 31 Jan 69 1071 l1 15720 16972
Assigned 1 Nov 68 1072 1(7 -15534 16773
Assigned 31 Jan 69 1139 166 16291 1Y596

(b) Gains, qualifications and status:

1_. FEn isted:

a. Replacements received: 4000

b. Cutstanding requisitions: Sr Enl Grades: 11B4) (18), IIC40 (5),
:D45 (2), lFSO (4), IG50 (3), 12B40 (1), 12Z50 (2), 13BW (2), 13 40 (1),

13Z50 (1), 63C40 (1), 63Z50 (1), 67Z50 (1), 76Y40 (1), qlB40 (2), 9484O (7):
95B50 (1), 96B50 (1); K6 and below: (Nov 279, Dec 101, Jan 283) due to scr'-
fall total: 663.

c. Credits: None.

d. qualificatior-: None

2. Officer:

a. Replacements received: 396

b. Otstanding requisitions: 0

c. Credits: Ample replacements were received for losses, however, a
shortage of Captains still exist in combat arms particlilarly Infartry.

d. Qualifications and status: Lieutenant fill being received e
requested Captain requirements in combat arns.

(c) Losses:

1. tnlisted: There w'dre 3626 losses curing the quarter due to reass-
ignment within Vietnam, rotations, LTS, and board action.

2. Officers: There were 304 losses during the quarter due to reassign-

mnt within Vietnam, rotations, TS, and board action.

(d) Losses due to casualties were as follows:

1. Nov: OFF W0 .YL AGO
KHA 5 1 ';- 77
WHA 25 0 3.51 374
MHA 0 0 1 1
N13D 0 1 1 2
NBM 1 0 47 48

2. Dec:
KHA 0 0 29 29
,HA 8 0 240 248
NBD 0 0 7 7

4 1 54 59

Jan:
KHA 0 36 ho0

HA 25 0 280 295
IMD 0 0 3 3
NBM 0 0 30 30

CONFIDENTIAL
2
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.VDB-T (MHD)
SUBJXJT: Operational Report of 1st Infantry, Division for Period Ending

31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (Ri), (U)

(e) Maintenanct- of Morale:

L. Awards and Decorations:

Medal of Honor I
Distinguished Service Cross 4
Distinguished Service Medal 0
Legion of Merit 6
Silver Star 139
Distinguished Flying Cross 27
Soldier's Medal 41
Air Medal Valor 34
Air Medal Merit 1674
Bronze Star Valor 59
Bronze Star Merit 1358
Army Commendation Medal Valor 404
Army Commendation Itedal Merit 1874
Purple Heart 947
Certificate of Achievement I1

TOTAL 6998

2. On 10 December 1968, the lt Infantry Division received the Viet-
namese Gallantry Cross with Palm. The unit was given the award for heroic
actions and valorous aichievements during the period 12 July 1965 through
22 October 1968.

(2) Discipline, Lar and Order:

(a) There were & serious incidents and A7 AWOL's reported to the P".
during the period and 1 apprehended.

(b) Thero was Z General Courts-Martial tried during the 4uarter. A
total of 158 rcords of trial for Special Courts-. artitr and 20 records of
*rWal for Summary Courti-Martial iere received for review.

(3) Graves Registration: During the quarter there were remains
processed and ovacvu-ted.

(4) DeveLopment and Maintenance of Morale:

(a). Chaplain: During the quarter there were fl2 religious servicts
conducted with a total attendance of Sj2L6.

(b) During the quarter 3917 out-of-country ,2 allocations were utiiie4.

() Civilian Personnel:

(a) As of the end of the quarter the division employe- appro -itatay
600 tomporary hire local natior.als on a daily basis.

(b) There were 982 permanedt hire local natioals employed at the eng

oi' the quarter.

c. (C) Operations.

(1) General: The lst Infantry Division continuee its participation ill
Oneiation Toan Thang (Complete Victory), Phase II, whiih comenc .312JO
P;-, 68. All organic uhits and those OPCON to the Division are invo ved.
Tact.cs have consisted of both unilateral and ce'bin:ed raconnaissance-in-
for~c and night ambush operations designed to derr VC base area utilization,
interdict infiltration, and disrupt logistical sativity. Ground and air
ruvonraissance efforts in the Ben Hoa-Saigon Pocket Belt contitued to hamper
'IC/NVA mortar and rocket activity In that area. Exteusi... land clearing

CONFIDENTIAL
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SUBJ': Operati-.nri Report of let Infaitry Divisio. for Perild~ Ending

31 Januarv 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI), (U)

operations have be~n conductud thruughout -khe period in the Catcher's Y't'.
area, tho area east of Lai Khe, and alorg 3joute 2A from. Phc.Ic Viab, uo Dcony
Xoai. Route security operations continued along Hiehway 13. Overw -.. .i of
U3 Special Forces activities comnaed as a respons~biity until the earlv
:!ov 68 boundry adjust rits occurinj! wiltn the arrival of the. 1,t C~ v X'a~ (ALU
(see para. ic (4) (W)). Responsibility Xor oveivatc, o, ARVI act ixi .i.es and
Vitnanmece Government installations in the Divislnd -' adjusbea fAit 'n~
inues through this reporting period. Pacificatioz rais:;ions aisigotc: ir con-
junction with the Accelerated Pacification Campaign, a GVU effor" toward
accelerated improvement of territorial security and elimination of the VJC
Infrastructure, continue through the period.

(2) Force Disposition: (a) Major adjustm? ts ir force disnOsion
occurred during the period 1-10 Nov 68 with the me jor rjaligria of areas
of operations for the 1st and 3d Bde and 11th ACR (see paral 1c 4) (b)).

(b) During early Nov 68 the 1st Dde provided two to thr-ec infantry
battalions to operations vic Tong Le Chon and during lrate Nov 68 one to
two infanitry battalions to operations in the Trapezoid. During Dec 68 and
the first half of Jan 69 the let Bde provided one to three infa-try batt.-
alions for varying periods, to operations east of the Micholin Plantation,
north and west of Phouc Vinh, and east of Chain Thanh. In late Jan 69 res-
ponsibility was assumad for Song Be road operations to which one infantry
battalion and one cavalry troop were normally committed.

(c) The 2d Dde generally employed one infantry battalion in 'h Thit
DucAai Thieu area for installation security, one cavalry squadron In h
Di An/Phu Loi araa for population oitrql and rice dGnial operations, and'
one infantry battalion along the Phu Loi interdiction line.

(d) Trhe 3d Bde general~y employed ore infcrtry battalion in the v1.c-
inity of Lai Khe for conduct of operations in north and central Lam Son
areas. One to two battalions wero provided for joint opera-,ions with ARIWN
ia thot Trapezoid in Dec 68. Sxtensive pacification opoeations vic A%~ .e/

Chpanl Luu and com~bined operations in the area for prc-poso o, ric, denial and
VCI neutralization required an infantry battalion in Jan 69. Security along
Rwy 13 was rrovided by an infantry company (- an. a mechanized inWntr
v'latoon and armor platoon.

(a) The 11th jtCR generally provided two cavalrl squadrons to combined
(;p),rations with ARYN and c.vic action/psychological operations in 0h5 Last-
crc Lam Son/Catcher's itt area,

(f) Inclosure 3 provides a datailed description of force disposition
unit.

(3) Lend Clearing Operations- (a) During tho reporting period thi
at ienginoar Battalion &,ma Plows cleared a total of 2,304 acre s in ' no

d~ivision TAOI. The Rome Plow team normally consisted of 5 Roro Plows, 4
tanks, 1 APC, and 25 men.

(b) The 60th Land Clearing CoLpixny of the 20th Engineer Brigada sup-
.3orted the 1st Division -.1-oughout ,,he period. The k0tb LCV :-.t P. tatel
o: 15,51', a,.res in three principlic areas: Catcheorts :Ai~.t, Lai. how Sast,
n d along Route 1A from Phouc- Vinh to tDong Xoai.

(c) On 15 Ja-n 1969, 60th L.and Clear!.ng Comppany coceitncod, opo-.'_on
oan Thang 2-64. Phase I mission was to establish an u.ngineer Cooralntion

jontor and, with other elements of the Division, the 60th LCC correncod
elcaring a str*ip 230 mters east and west of Route 1A from Phcuc Vinh n~o
Jzang ceoai.

i. Purpose of mission was to deny the anearl the noo of ambush locat-
ions nnd to up7,rade nuto LTL UA. Bridges and roads~ were t,. b, ur,3r11dd

qI
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31 January 1969, ROC CSkOR-65 (Ri), (U)

by 301st Engineer Combat Battalion (ARVN).

2. Progress to date:

a. A 200 meter swath has beer cleared from Phruc -'inh D ibnr Xoal,
completed 3 Feb 69.

b. Road upgrading by 301st (ARN) Engrs is at per.ent 95% cc p,et-.
Minor wc-,k remains to be done on several culverts and the causewajr.

a. Mining incidents dring this period worn slight. Only 8 naines
were encountered or. the route from Phouc VW.nh to Doug oai.

d. A total of 3,000 acres were cleared, two culverts were installed
%long the route, and one causeway was installed.

(4) Operation Toan Thang, Phase II: (a) At the close of the previovf
period the multi-battalion operation vicinity of Tong Le Chen continued.

1. On 30 Oct, in the previous reporting period, the 2-28 Tnf was
replaced at FSPB Julie by the 1-2 Inf. On 31 Oct while conducting recon-
naissance-in-force operations vic of FSPB Julie elements of the 1-2 Inf
engaged an unknown size enemy force vic iT514092. The contact was supported
by light fire teams, artillery, and tactical airstrikes and broke ohortly
thereafter. At 1400 hours contact was regained with an estimat:d platoon
sized enemy element. Again supported by light fire teams and artillery,
this contact broke at 1530 hours. Cumulative US casualties for the engage-
ments were 5 US WIA while 25 VC were killed by the 1-2 Inf elements and
another 17 killed by airstrikes.

2. On 1 Nov at 1530 hours the 2-28 was reinserted into the Torg Le
Chon area to conduct operations out of FSPB Rita.

3. Throughout 1 Nov FSPB Rita was subjected to intense shelling by
enev forces with RPG, mortar, and rocket fire along with several groun
probes. The artillery at the FSPB was used in a direct fire role against
the enemy ground attacks. Artillery, light fire teams, and tactical air-
strikes supported throud.out the day. In addition to the 2-29 Inf , B Trp/
1-4 av (- was located at this time at the FSPB along with previously
listed units. Total US caswilties for all elements included 12 KIA and 54
WIA wbil-3 5 ACAVs and 2 155 howitzers were also heavily damaged. The enesW
boc.r count for the action was 27 VC KLI.

J. Sporadic contact continued around FSPBs Rita, Julie, and Dot until
8 ,ov. On that date FSFB Julie was disestablished w_ the 1-2 In:. On 9
Nov the 2-28 Inf disestablished positions at FSPB Rita. On 10 Nov the 1-2,
Int was replaced in FSPB Dot tY the 36 Rangers (AHUIV) thus ndinf malor let
Division participation in activity in this area.

(b) Another event of major operational vifnific-nce occurred in early
lbv 68 with the arrival of the 1st Cay Div (A!M) into the III CI. The
relocatin of that unit into what was formerly the northern portion of the
lst Inf Div TA)I caused major adjustment if unit locations tud Os. At
Incl 13 is the movement schedule which reflects the concept for relocation
of units. At Incls 14, 15, 16, 1?, 18 are overlays reflecting boundty
changes caused by the action and now As for i..t and 2d Brigades. let Inf
Div. Major moves and adjustments had been completed by 10 Nov 68.

(c) Snew activity in both old and now Divisin TAOI remaintyd at low
to moderate levels during the majority of Nov 68. Activity could be desc-
ribdd as consiating of smell scattered contacts with few indications of a
planmed major effort ty enerq forces.

CONFIDENTIAL
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31 January 1969, RCSCSPOR-65 (Ri), (U)

i. On 5 Nov at approximately 1315 hours, C Trp/1-4 Cav, whil .  ond'cting
reconnaiSsance.-in-force operations "ri,. _29191C1 t.ncoimt.ere. and engaged an
unknown size enew7 force' with con.tct breaking at 1330 hours. A la*.er
soarch,of the area reve,.!ed 3 VC KL, 1 5KS rifle, . unservicenble 2m AA
weapon (Complete), and niscellanous documents and vmn~tioz.., There were
2 US slightly wounded in this briof but prafitab" e .,no unter.

2. On 6 Nov the 3-11 ACR, while conmucting re.:unnassr.nce.-i.-f rc:.
operationts in the Central Lam Son area vie 184742 in conjunction with
local RF/P *forces, captured A VC in a tunnel conplax. Later .n ;he
afternoon another 2 VC PJs were apprehended aloig with 2 detaineei. IT
addition 2 VC were killed in the engagemen's.

. nother small but successful engagement occurred on? ov when the
2-28 Inf, while conducting security operations near Tha Duc, engagei a
all enecwy force resulting in 3 VC KIA, capture of 3 AK 4ris. I M6, 1 12

gauge shotgun, 1 unknown type automatic weapon, 2 CHICO± pistols, iLscall-
aneous munitions and documents.

.. On the sane day thl-4 Cay (-), in a village seal of tip Dun vic
XT873124 with Binh Duong PFP, apprehended 25 detainees and captured 2 VC
PWS, 3 9 47h, and 1 CHICOh pistol. Two Chieu Nois were also ,accopted.

5. In a significant engaent at 1430 hours, 8 Nov, B Trp/l-1l Car
with A platoon from B Trp/2-34 Arm eng d a reinforced VC c6par vie
X7058045. In reoccurring contacts throughout the afternoon enem! ,orces
suffered 22 NVA KIA and 30 NVA KI, (possible). Captured equippent in.cluded
2 AK Vs, 1 RPO-2 launcher, 1 RPG-7 launcher, 30 lbs of NVA web gear# and a
sizable amount of munitions and documents.

6. Still on 8 Nov, a village seal of Chanh Luu ty B Co/-lA Inf, B Co/
2-2 lf (M), md I Trp/3-fl Cav dong with 3-8 ARV -and 2-1 ARVN Cay
rosultod in 2 10MCIA, 21 detainees appzih.bended, 8 VC P1s, and cepture of
5 individual weaons and mLscellanous munitions.

.. On 9 Nov vie XT830O303 L Trp/-.l Car located a weapons cache cont-
aining 3 U1S rifles, 2 Ift carbines, and 1 Tho~son sub-machine gun.

8. On 9 Nov in a small and bried encounter, the 2-2 Inf, while cornl-
uctig Rome Plow security operations in A Hustang, qgced several VC vie
Y?098320 resulting in 3 VC KIA and 3 AX 47's captured.

2. (on 10 bv B Trp/A-1 Cay "eas conducting operations wast ef 4n Loa
in association with previously mentiord activities via Tong Le Chan. In
the late aftenoon vie £1!677862 the unit enkaged an unknown size enzla
force in a fierce one hour battle resulting in 22 WA KVI There were 1
US KI and 6 US efIA in the enga~ement along with the daut.iction of 1 tank
and ! ACAV." The following day, 11 Nov, contact contimed vie X.68*5 ra' .,
ing in 1 US KL and23 NA K Aand I.. I1VA KA. Six M launchers and i.A
47 wore captured.

12. Still on 10 Nov, a night a"bush by B Go/2-18 proved hignly
successful. At IS949963 approtiately 25 VC were perd.t-tei to fill the
killing one and were engagod resultir, in 6 VC KIA and J AK 47s, 1 31
carbine, end 1 CHICOU ristol captured. T.rev were no fri-.nd losses.

.U. On 13 Nov the 1-26 :f, after conducting an air assault ix.5o
field positions west o4 Phouc Vinh, ceorenced reconnaisscme-in-force
operations in the area. In early afternoon, D Co/.-Z nt was o:gagod in
heavy contact with what was initially estimated as an eneV platoon. The
engagement vie V'867467 was reinforced by additional elements of the batt-
alion. The four hour battle resulted ih 5 US UkIA and 22 US W-A. A later

6
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SUBJICT: Operational Report of let Infantry Division for Period Ending
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sweep of base camp in which the contact obcurred did not locate a confirm'4enem body count.

12. With the aid of a Chieu Hoi, M Trp/3-11 Car discovered on 13 Nov
vie T915297 a small weapons cache containing 1 1479, 1 M2 carbine, and 3
1i rifles.

1. On 14 and 15 Nov air activity accounted for a significant. number
of eneqy casualties. On 14 Nov in the late afternoon a D TrpA-4 Cav light
fire team engaged 12 VC in the open approximately 10 Km lM of Lai Rhe
resulting in 8 VC KIA. Again on 15 Nov vie XZ677350 a D Tro/l-4 Cay Hunter-
Killer team engaged an unknown size VC force in a base camp resulting in
11 VC KIA. Supporting artillery fire was credited with an additional 5 VC
IM, Later sweeps of the base camp complex by A CoL-28 Inf and C Co/1-16
Inf located 150 100 lb bags of rice and 1 individal weapon.

I&. Significant caches were located ty 2-28 Inf on 15 Nov in the area
of X927627. Initially 2500 lbs of rice was uncovered. Bore extensive
searching resulted in discovery of 92 bangalore torpedoes, 990 CHICOM gren-
ades, 60 CHICOM claymores, 750 j lb blocks TNT, 900 82an fds, 1 50 lb..;T min ,
1 RPG launcher, 10 boxes M links, 4 boxes LWI parts, 13 pr CHIGUM binoculars,
1 tripod mount fbr an AA weapon, and assorted heavy EN parts.

1U. Ambush patrol activity from A Co/1-28 Inf was oderately heavy on
16 Nov. In the first of two engagements an ener# platoon was engaged vie
X1f67230 resultirg in 3 VC KIA and capture of 1 AK 50, 1 60s nortar with
base plate, and miscellaneous muitions and equipment. There wore 2 US KIA
and 8 US WIA in this initial contact. Later in the evening another patrol
from the compar engaged a platoon vic XT692341 resulting in 3 VC KIA and
capture of 1 CHICOM IM( and 1 RPG-2 launcher.

6. A small but profitable contact occurred with B Trp/1-4 Cav on 19
Uov when, while destroying a tunnel cot x vic Z.958087, 4 VC were engaged
and killed and I AK 47 and 1 US cal .o45 pistol were captured.

(d) Although overall activity throughout the TAtI remained at a tempo
in the later halt of Nov corparable with the first half, there were scatt.red
incidents of intense combat.

I. On 20 Nov, FSB Cantigr vie XT651335 in the Trapezoid area was
subjected to a heavy indirect fire and ground attack at approximately 04O0
hours by an estimated compmV of VC. The FSPB was occupied by 2-28 Inf.
The attacks, launched from the wust and southwest sides of the perimeter,
store repulsed by the forces within the FSPB with assistance from light fire
,a e, artillery, and Air Force flare and mini-gun aircraft. The two hour
engagement resulted in 4 US MIA and 16 US WIA while a swemv of the area of
ontact located 13 NVA KIA, 1 NVA PW, 10 AK 47 rifles, 1 CH1COM carbine, 1

9t.n French rifle, and 3 CHIO M Ls.

2_ On 21 Nov a Long Range Patrol, upon- its insertion vie XT'I9441, was
,.nged by an estimatd VC platoon while moving off the larding tone. At
z.-pr oxitely the same moment one of the lift ships which had performed t>
insertion received heavy ground fire as it was departing the arca. The 6
-rua patrol suffered 5 US KL and 1 US IIIA who evaded the eneqr force and

was later recovered. D Co/2-W was inserted into the area of contact, re-
rovered the US killed, and engaged and killed 2 V( in vicinity of the cont-
act area.

j. On 21 Nov B Co/1-16 Inf, while conducting night patrol operations
vie V817346, angaged an estimated VC platoon in approximately a one hour
contact resulting in 3 VC LIA with capture of 2 AK 47s, 1 &Omm mortar, and
miscellanoous equipment, munitions, and documents.
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A. On 22 .ov C Trp/l-4 Cav, while searching a tunnel complex vic XT8.28-
267 with Chan Thanh PRU elements, engaged and killed 3 VC and capl;ured 1 AK
47 rifle and 1 US cal .45 pistol.

3. On the same dty the Aero Rifle Platoon of the 11th ACR engaged
a small force in a bunker complex vic XT992365 resutting in 2 VC KI . and
4 VC KIA (possible). A total jf 6 AK 47 rifles were located in a subsequent
area search.

6. On 24 Nov the 2-2 Inf (-) (k) was placed under OPCON of the 1st
Gay Div (A.) and noved overland from Lai Mhe to An Loc to coi.ience missions
ausigned by that unit. The unit returned to Lai Khe briefly on 7 Dec for
. maintenance standdown and was again placed under OPCON of 1st Cay Div (Ab)
on 9 Dec. The unit remains in that status as of the close of the reporting
period.

7. Joint operations by L Trp/3-11 Cay with 51st Rangers on 27 Nov
resulted in a successful engagement on 27 Nov in northwestern Catcher's1itt area. In a brief but intense fire fight the one~r suffered 6 KIA and
capture of 2 carbinet., 3 AK 47 rifles, and 50 lbs of documents.

. On 28 NOv Rehon and Co C/2-6 Inf and platoons from A and C Trp/
1-4 Cay were conducting joint rice denial, population control, and VCI
neutralization operations with Chan Thanh RF units vic Phu Loi. In an
early 0150 hours contact Recon/2-16 Inf engaged 4 VC resulting in 2 VC KIA
and 1 AK 47 rifle captured. A joint seal of the village of Cau Dat vic
XT84O27O later in the morning resulted in 2 VC KIA and 3 VC PNs.

1. On 30 Nov C Co/1-26 Inf, while conducting reconnaissance-in-force
operations southeast of the lUchelin, located a base camp vic XT629460
containing 4 SKS rifles, 5 9a, sub-machine guns, and a Pizeable amount of
munitions and clothing.

L. Also on 30 Nov a B-52 bomb damage assessment mission by the Acre
Hifle Platoon/llth ACR, proved extremely successful. Inserting vic YT086-
312 after the airstrike, the platoon discovered 12 VC KIA, 4 AK 47 rifles,
3 SKS carbines, 1 unknown type bolt action rifle, 10 CHITM grenades, 51
60m rortar rounds, and 8 lbs of documents in the target area.

(e) Activity in the 1st Division TAOI retained, for the greatest part,
light and sporadic throughout the nonth of December. This of course was
partially attributable to the change in TtID boundrius occurring in mid-
November. Operations continued to bo characterized by reconnaissnnce-in-
force and night ambush patrols. Pacification operations continued to
assume increasing importance, and requirements for assets fe: this activity
increased. The attack on FSPB Junction City highlighted vnabat activity
in December.

1. On 1 Dec the llth AiCR, along with elements of B Co/l-18 Inf, were
involved in another series of highly successful contacts. The Aero Rifle
Platoon while conducting ground operations and B-52 bomb da .ge assessment
r.ssions vie YTO88317 and XT998385 engaged a total of 14 VC in 4 separate
contacts throughout the afternoDn killing the total 14 enemy without suff-
ering friendly casualties. In addition 5 VC killed by airstrikes were fou'
In mid-afternoon the ARPa wore reinforced by B Co/i-18 Inf (-) and this uni
suffered 1 US KIA and 2 US WIA while being credited with 8 VC KIA during th-
afternoon contacts.

2. Un 2 Dec the ARPs again were inserted in tho vicinity of the pre-
vious day's contacts following a napalm strike on suspeeh,4 enea. locations.
They located 10 NV. KIA, 6 AK 47s, 1 l:16, 2 CHICON. r dads with bacic packs,
1 CHIICOL field phone, 2 head/chest sets for the radios, anti mii.',llaneous
documents.
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3. In a 2 Dec sweep of their area of contact, the 1-18 Inf located an
additional 6 VC KIA, 2 &K 47s, 1 pair of binoculars, and miscellaneous
unitions.

fj. On the evening of 1 Dec 68 the 2-28 Inf, while operating out of
FSPE Junction City vic V620328, was subjected to a heavy indirect, fire and
ground aZtack by an unknown size enemy force. The attack corionced at 0300
hours and was repulsed at approximately 0430 hours witn the neutral:.zation
of the enorV who had succeeded in pe',etrating tVe perimeter. Totil rosults
for the action were i US KIA and 36 US WIA of which 16 were evacuated while
subsequent area search located 44 VC KIA (BC), 2 VC PVs, 1 pr binoculars,
4 LMs, 7 RPG launchers, and 21 AK 47s.

On the evening of 3 Dec a highly successful ambush patrol from
Co B/1-16 Inf (Mech) engaged two separate groups of VC approximately 20
minutes apart in the same ambush site. The contacts resulted in 1 US WIA
with 6 VC KIA, 1 VC P4, 4 sma11 arms captured along with miscellaneous
munitions and documents.

6. On the same evening in a separate action in a village seal of An
D.en vic XT730320, Co C/-16 Inf (h) observed 6 to 8 VC attempting to
broach the seal. When sighted, the VC returned to the village and the
friendly elements began to receive fire from the south end of the village.
Fire was returned by the sealing forces and an early morning search located
4 VC KIA, 3 AK 47s, 1 SKS rifle, 2 RPG launchers, an unidentified small
arm, and miscellaneous documents and munitions.

7. On 8 Dec the 1-2 Inf, while conducting B-52 bomb damage assessment
missions in the Catcher's Mitt, engaged eneay forces throughout the day with
significant results. During late evening of 7 Dec a Co D/1-2 Inf ambush
patrol engaged an unknown size ener.V force resulting in 1 AK 47 captured.
A short distance from this location at M975382, Co C/1-2 Inf, during a
ruining sweep operation located 800 lba of rice, 1 M-60 M, 200 rds atro,
1 US BAR, 1 CHICOM grenade, 1 RPO rd, and 1 bag of explosive powder. Later
Co B/-2 Int located and destroyed a 55 gal drur of CS gas. Co C/I.-2 Inf
in two smell engagements during morning eweeps suffered I US WIA. Late in
the afternoon Co B located in graves 6 VC bodies which appeared to be a
result of the B-52 strikes. And in late afternoon at 1715 hours vic kZ955-
378 Co Bp.-2 Inf, in a shorit 10 minute contact supported by tactical air
and artillery engaged an unknown size eneoV force resulting in 18 VC KL
and 9 VC KIA (possible). There were 1 US.killed and 3 wounded in thebrief contact.

_. On 9 Dec Co D/-2 Inf located v.. XT972403 a sizeable arms- cache
containing 16 assorted individual weapons, 1 sewing machine, and iniuell-
aneous medical and dental equipment.

2. On 9 Dec the Aero Rifle Platoon/-4 Cay, while conducting operatior-t
vie X849545, located a cache containing 6 SKS carbines, 250 rounds of Link
30 cal ammunition and miscellaneous documm ts.

IQ. On 10 Dec vie ;2843268 another sizeable cache was uncovered by C Cu
2-16 Inf. It contained 17 82rm mortar rds, 9 RPG rds, 50 gren, 10 clayor-
nines, 2 US carbines, 2 CHICOL carbines, and 2 RPG boosters.

I. On 10 Dec H Trp/2-11 ACR, while conducting night patrol opea stionb
in the northurn Catcher's !tt, engaged 1(' VC who attempted to fee Imed-
iately. A search of the area of contact " cated 3 VC KIA, 2 AK 47s, 2 CHICU.-
typo 56 LE4Gs, 4 RPG-7 rde, 2 RPG-7 boosters, 2 CHICOK claymores, 4 hornetiadu
gren, 100 lbs rice, 40(' rds W3 aro, 5000 rde AK 47 anm, and miszellaneous
documnts and clothing.
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12. On 15 Dec while conducting B-52 bomb damage assessment missiors vic
XT95815, D Co/i-28 Inf located 12 VC bcdies and miscelaneous documents and
munitions.

13. On 17 Dec, while conducting reconnaissance-in- -force operitions
vic 12944090, A Cd/1-2 Inf uncovered a cache contai.:ing 1 RPD LYL, 5 SKS
rifles, 7 bolt action rifles, and 50 lbs of assoited der-olitohs and small
arrs a ution.

"L. On 19 Dec, while conducting bomb damage assessnent missions in
loci.tions east of the Song Be, the 1-2 Inf (-) established-contact with an
unknown size ener. force vic XT923621. Th.- b:-ief engagement rosulted --n
5 US WIA and 1 VC KIA. The friendly unit located in the area of th.3 cont,.ct
a significant cache containing 26 9rm pistols, 3 AF 47 rifles, 1 SKS rifle,
1 unknown type sniper rifle, 1 unknown type carbine, 4 RPG-7 launohers, 3
RPG-7 sights, 19 9mm pistol holsters, 30 anmo pouches, 2 82mi rortar sightsj
2 60m mortar base plates, 4 mortar aiming stakes, 2 bicyclea, and Miscell-
aneous clothing, docur nts, and munitions. In addition, the unit discovered
3 VC bodies resulting from the B-52 strikes.

15. Again on 2Q Dec a sizeable cache was uncovered by Co D/l-2 Inf vie
XT923621. It pontalned 1 1 carbine, 8 AK 47 rifles, 180 AK 47 magazines,
300 lbs rice, 6 bicycles, 1 pair of binoculars, and miscellaneous documents.

16. On 22 Dec while conducting reconnaissance-in-force missions near
a 15 Dec B-52 strike target vic XT91419, H Trp/2-11 Cay discovered 1 VC
KIA, 1 82mm mortar tube and base plate, 34 82m, mortar rounds, 13 RPG-7
rounds, 1 SKS rifle, 1 BAR, 1 SIG, 1 Ml carbine, and miscell neous munitiohd.

lI. On the evening of 24 Dec an element of the 2-28 Inf (-) part-
icipated in a highly successful ambush vic XT638325. The C Co/2-28 Inf unit

engaged an unknown size enemy force in its killing zone with a later area
search locating 7 VC KIA, 1 AK 47 rifle, 2 9m pistols, and 1 RPG launcher.

18. On 24 Dec at 1800 hours the Division cominced obpervation of thd
Christmas cease fire. Normal combat .operations were resumed at 1800 hours,
25 Dec.

19. In another axibush action on 26 Doc, B Trp/-ll Cay vicinity XT903-
307 successfully engaged 4 VC resulting in 3 VC killed and I wounded VC
tptured. Two individual weapons were captured.

20. During conduct of reconnaissance-in-force operations in nothwestern
portions of the Catchr's Ytt, Z Trp/2-11 engaged a sizeable VC force on 30
Dec. The eng frontwas initiated when a light observation helicopter received
sDcll aTa fire from the ground And was forced to land. tI Trp, securing t
aircraft, was engaged by the enemy force and the Aero RU.Le Platoon and twou
tanks moved t6 reinforce. The cumulative results of the two hour contact
were 2 US KIA, 4 US WIA with 14 C KIA and 5 VC PJs. One RDG lapuncher =1d
14 AK 47s were captured.,

(f) Operation Lam Son 68, an operation involving indirect support of
the Government of Vietnau's Revolutionary Development Program, was init:L ...
by the lst Division on Feb 68 and suspended 10 March 68. Suspens£,n all,2w4d
for the future resumption if dusired. The operation :as officallyv termir,-
ated on 31 Dec 68. Curmilative results of Operation Lan Son 68 were .. sted
in paragraph O. c. (j) operational Report-Lessons Learned for the porio
1 Feb 68 to 30 Apr68.

(g) During the ronth of Jan 69 the let Division earienced one of its
least active months for some period in terms of encro' activity. For the
greatest part, contacts involved small groups of enee (3-8 VC). The enci7
appeared to have concentrated his efforts in reconnaissance and logistics
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activities throughout the ronth and avoided major contact. During the month
there were 168 enarV KIA and 22 PWs. Of the 7.68 enery KIA, a total of 71
were credited to the 2-2 Inf (M) for that time during which .t was OPCON to
the 1st Cay Div (AM). The above totals do not inalude data for the llth
ACR. The reduced level of activity is obvious in these tota2s.

1. In a brief action during the evening of 1 Jan near FSPB Junction
City,- elements of 2-28 Inf engaged an estimated 20 a, eneny force whic h dit
not reti-n fire. A search of the drea of contact located 4 VC KIA and a
small amount of equipment.

2. On 2 Jan the 1-16 Inf (M), while conducting reconnaissance-in- force

operations vic XT688255, located a large tunnel complex and cache containing
2000 7.62 rounds, 3200 50 cal rounds, 84 82cm mortar rounds, 2700 lbs of
rice, 1 H1 rifle, and a large amount of documents.

. On 3 Jan the 1-2 Inf, while operating in the area near Phouc Vinh,
experienced considerable activity during the day. During morning reconn-
aissance operations 4100 lbs of miscellaneous foodstuffs was locatcd and
sporadic contact maintained with light enaiy resistance. In the laze
afternoon firn contact was established as C Co/l-2 Inf moved into an
occupied ener base camp and was engaged with heavy small arms, automatic
weapons, and rocket propelled grenade fire. In this one hour contact there
were 3 US KIA and 25 US WIA. No c 9nfirmed cneLT casualties could be detentind.

_. On 3 Jan vic XT878258 the regimental command and control helicopter
of the 11th ACR sighted and engaged 5 VC who attempted to evade. The Aeir
Rifle Platoon was inserted into the area immediately and located 1 VC KL,
3 LK 47 rifles, and 1 RFG launcher. In addition 2 VC, one of whcm was
wounded, were captured. In conducting the search operation, a rember of
the AUIP detomated a booby trapped claymore resulting-in the wounding of 7
-onbers of the unit.

. On 4 Jan Recon/2-18 successfully exploited a captured VC in the
Thu Due area when the individual pointed out a tunnel complex vic XT895044.
A total of 4 VC Ns and 4 AK 47s weri taken in the initial search. When
one of the newly captured Ps indicated that a number of enetW remained in
the tunnel complex, the unit sealed the area until 5 Dec. Further tunnel
clearing operations on this day resulted in an additional 7 VC PWs aw 3 1K
47s and 1.Ml carbine captured.

6. Un the save dW F TrpA-ll Cay conducted a very successful night
ambush vic XT860312 against an 8 rmau VC force resulting in 7 VC hIA and
1 RPG launcher, 5 AK 47s, 1 CIICOM pistol, and miscellaneous equipment
captured.

j. On 5 Jan B 0o/1-2 Inf, on a reconnaissance-in-fort mission north
of Phouc Vinh, entered a bunker complex at XT929628 which proved to be
occu .Led by an unknown size VC force. A large munitions cache was dis-
covered during the course of sporrdic %onract in the base corp. The uAt
was forced to pull back from the area of contact after sufferin'g 3 US WIA
in order to place tnctical airstrikes on the camp. Upon reentering the
camp on 6 Jan the following cache was discovered: 146,80 small arms
rounds, 276 82= mrtar rounds, 1020 lbs of C-4 explosive, 9 AP mines, 3
82mm nortar sight, and other miscel1amous equipment.

8. During the evening of 7 Jan an ambush patrol from Co B/l-?6 Inf
suffered moderate casualties when it was engaged vie Xr589463 by an unkrown
size .VC force. The brief fire fight resulted in 1 US KIA and 10 US WI;,,
There was 1 VC KIA.

2. On 8 Jan another ambush action by Co D/1-28 met with more successful
results ve XT917432. There was 1 US .JIA in the contact and a search of the
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,.ubush site located 3 VC KIA, 2 wounded VC Pls, 2 AK 47 rifles, 1 RPG launcher,
1 US cal .45 pistol, and items of individual VC gear, Thib action
cor.menced as a squad size ambush and was reinforced by a platoon of ACAVs
from C Trp/2-11 Cay.

10. One of the most successful village seals co,iducted in some time
comLenced on 11 Jan when elements of the llth ACR cordoned and sealed the
village of Tan Binh. The initial seal was completed at 0039 hours on 11
Jan and remained in effect until 1230 hours, 18 Jan. The duration of the
seal is felt to have been influential in the outstanding results 2chieved.
Participating units were 2/11 Cav, D Co/1-28 Inf and 3-8 ARVUI. Results were
as follows:

11 Jan 1 detainee, 1 pr US binoculars, and miscellaneous mnitions

12 Jan 3 detainees

13 Jan 15 detainees, 1 50 cal YZ, and miscellaneous runitions and
equipment

14 Jan 58 detainees, 3 AK 47s, and r.mLnitions
15 Jan l.4 detainees

16 Jan 3 detainees

17 Jan 6 detainees

18 Jan 2 detainees

Based on interrogation, the above 102 detainees were later reclassified as

follow s:Ifolw:30 VC ralliers

4 VC PWs

51 ralliers (considered militia or low leve) VC support personnel)

6 VC suspects

8 civil defendents

3 innocent civilians

l. ,arly evening of 12 Jan saw another of the series of night ambushes
successfully executed during this reporting period. At X cX6372 B C)/1-16
(14) sprung an arbush against 6 VC resulting in 5 VC KMt, 1 wounded P, and
2 unknown type automatic weapons captured.

12. A significant contact was initiated by C A/2-28 Inf oi 13 Jan
near Di An whet an enerq force was encountered and engaged in a five minut-
fire fight. The engagement resulted in 1 US KLt and 8 US WL.. The area
was sealed off by B Trp/1-4 Cay. Sporadic contact continued through the
rfternoon during which a light fire team on one occasion observed 20 secon -
ary explosions from supporting fires. Final enerr losses wer-e 3 VC KIA,
1 wounded VC captured, 3 AK 47 rifles and 1 RPG launcher captured.

13. On 15 Jan in a series of contacts throughout the dvy 4 to 6 Kr
southeast of the Michelin, the 1-26th Inf, in corpanr sized reconnaissance-
in-force missions, suffered 4 US KIA and 15 US alA. Searches of various
areas of contacts produced negative results. Comacts ranged from extremely
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short duration to appro' dately one half hour with enemy forces Withdrawing
from the area in each case.

I_. Also on 15 Jan the 1-16 Inf (h) again a,'hieved good ambush results

as B Co engaged 4 VC in the early morning darkness with 4 C KIA and 2 AK
47 and I RPG-7 launcher captured..

j . Another night ambush by Recon/l-18 Inf tn 19 Jan northwet, of
Di An against a 8 man VC force resulted in 5 VC KIA and 2 AK 47s captured.

16. On the following day, A Co4-18 Inf,. *hile reconning an area of
sampan activity on the Thi Tinh River vic XT758236, encountered s6vera. &all
elements resulting in 4 VC KIA and capture of 3 Ill carbines, 1US cal .45
pistol, 1 V4 rifle, 50 100 lb bags of rice, and small amounts of nmiticns,
clothing, and equipment.

(h) Late January was a period *of liRht and scattered ener Vactivity in
the Division TAOI with no contacts of significe occurring. Scattered VC
attacks by fire of short duration, occasional reception of ralliers, light
aibush patrol activity, characterized the period.

1. Two events of note at the close of the reporting period occurred on
31 Jam when an Air Ca7P Trp light observation helicopte fron thi llih ACR
received ground tire vic XT837436. The Aeo Rifle Platoon was inserted
into the area and captured 1 VC and 1 12. 5ii anti-aircraft gun without
enery resistance.

2. The second event was th- une6veri,4 of. a cache b E Trp/2-11 Cav
vie 2T836413 containing 1 BMR, 2 M2 carbines; 1 RPG launcher, 1,33 cai US
G, and miscellaneous munitions.

(i) The total results for Operation Toan Thang, Phasee II, for the lot
Infantry Division asnignied and OPCON units for this reporting period are:
US: 111 KHA, 785 WIA, 730 WIA (evac); 29 tanks, 25 ACAVe, 2 1)wboys, 4
rome plows, 2 VTRs, 2 (1/4) ton trucks, 1 (5) ton trk, 18 helicopters, 1
(2 ) ton trk, 1 zippo, 1 81m, mort, 1 8" howitzer damaged; 1 Aalicopter,
35 ACAVs, 1 ario carrier, 1 rome plow, 1'(3/4) ton trk, 1 (1/) ton trk,
20 tanks, 1 0-1 aircraft, 3 (li) ton trailers, 1 155m howitzor destroyed.
,,L-: 702 KIA, 160, ILI (poes), 93 Pd, 23 ralliers, 966 detainees; 481
indiv wpns, 68 crew served wpns, 183758 SA rds, 948 gren, 4793 AT mines,
358 AP mines, 629 RPG rds, 1888 mort rds, 59.6 ton rice, 3461 bkrs, 7.9
tons of foodstuffs, 2 rockets captured/destroyed.

(j) During the reporting period, 73 B-52 strikes were eV..oykd in the
Fishhook, Catcherts Kitt, and Trapezoid areas against eneq troop concentr-
ations, infiltration routes, and base areas. Low lev~l air mAd ground oper-
ations following strikeo revealed effective destruction ox base areas. Acc-
urate assessment of catualties was difficult to determine; however, Pw and
agent reports did reveal that the psychological effect of the otrikes was
in fact of great value. 4neq units were reluctant to mass fo- f ar of
aerial bonbardment.

(5) Accelerated Pacification Campaign: (a) In September 68, the
lst Infantry Division received notification from Headquarters, PM FFOPV,
of the forthcoming campaign to be known as the "Accelerated Paoification
Campaign". The campaign would encompass a time frame of three Xnths, 1
lbv 68 thru 31 Jan 69, and would require the support of FJ112F.

(b) In October 68 the Ist Division received initial implem3nting
instructions culminating with r letter of instruction, "Support of the
Accelerated Pacification Campaign", on 25 October 63. By the end of Oct-
ober 69, Division plans had been finalized, presentad to, and approved by
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the ist Division Cormnding General. Plans allowed for the extension of
the capaign through 17 February 68, the starting date for the Vietnamese
r,2 holiday.

(c) The rission for the 1st Division as stated by HQ, I FFORCLV,
entailed the "support of an Accelerated Pacification Campaign during the
period 1 November 68 through 17 February 69. The overall goal is tc up-
grade 250 hairlets within the III CTZ with tCt, 'Dt, and t., rating to tC?
rating." The ratings refer to the system ..stablished countrywide by USARV,
whereby hamlets are rated in descending order (A-B-C-D-'-V) according to
their degree of security. Lvaluation is provided on a mnthly basis by all
senior District advisors. The missions, translated into simple terns,
charged the Division with supporting the pacification campaign in order
to raise the security of those hamlets targeted within the Division TACI.

(d) The total number of haalets targeted in this campaig within the
Division TAOI numbered 61. By the end of November 68, one of these hamlets
was abandoned by the people, bringing the number of target hamlets to 60.
One other hamlet was added in late December 68. The sponsor of the Acc-
elerated Pacification Campaign was the Government of Vietnam. The Div-
ision role was to support GVN's efforts.

(e) To understand the reason behind this special canpaign, it is nec-
essary to keep in mind the hanlet security situation existing at the time.
In Vietnam the problems of security are of a complex nature since no enePly
or friendly territory is delineated throughout the country. VC controlled
harulets can be found surrounded by GVN controlled hamlets, or vice verca.
Contested hamlets are to be found a few miles from Saigon. The Division
Coaanding General, addressing his Brigade and Battalion Comraners on 10
November 68, stated the problem in very simple terms, "It does not matter
how mar uneqz units we destroy on the battlefield if we lose the hamlets,
the populated areas. If this comes to pass we will indeed have lost the
war."

(f) Organization for combat for support of the campaign was stabilized
by the Commanding General. The units involved, 2d Brigade, 3d B-igade,
and llth ACR, were assured that no major components would be takan from
assigned pacification missions except for critical contengency purposen.

(g) The task of pacifying was conducted with the "spirit of the off-
onsive." All units concerned were given responsibility for a portion of
the TAOI containing hamlets targeted by the GVN for pacification. Units
w.re directed in 1st Division LOI 22-68, "Support of the Accelerated Paci-.
fication Campaign" to conduct RIF operations, ambushes, sweeps, cordon and
search and mobile resources control operations in and around target hamlets.
A vigorous counter VC Infrastructure program was directed. Civic actitn
and psychological operations were to be concentrated in the. target hamlets.
Combined operations were to be utilized at the lowest possible level so as
to benefit from Vietnamese assets (native expertise) in the area.

(h) The following activities were conducted, without exception, by
:11U units concerned in order to upgrade security in the target hamlets:

1. HIDP's were established 3n the vicinity of target hamlets.

2. Coordination was effected , a daily basis with District/
Province officials and US adviso.s.

3. Liaison personnel were located in District Intelligence Operations
Coordination Centers in order to exchange intelligence information on an
immediate basis.
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,. Units, down to platoon level, were aasigned as "sponsors" for
each of the target hamlets.

5. Logistical support was given to RP/PF rin .ts in the area in order
to improve their tactical posture in the vicinity of the target hamlets.

6. Plans were drawn to provide a ready reaction force for arq of the
hilets subjected to attacked by the VC.

7. Counter-VCI Platoons were formed to neutralize the VC Infrastruc-
ture. Platoons were composed of two US infantry squads, 12 Kit Carson
Scouts, a senior aidrxan, and an interpreter.

8. Selective Cordon & Search operations were conducted in the target
haml1et s.

2. Civic Action and psychological operations effort ultiplied approx-
imately five fold in target haLtets.

(i) As of 31 January 69 selected cumulative data for oper uions ir
,id near target hamlets since the start of the Accelerated Pacification

Campaign is r., follows.

1. Cordon and Search - 38

2. Ambushes - 3,713

3. RIPF - 2,887

4. VCI KIA - 69

. VCIPW - 62

. DCAPS - 905

j. Self-Help (Civic Action) Projects - 287

8. Psychological operations-Abn/ground loudspeakers - 371:55 (hours),
leaflets - 7,882,824.

(j) The statistical progress of the campaign is as follows.

I. 60 hamlets as of 30 Nov 68: • 33 hamlets 'C" category or better
26 harlet /o below "C" category
1 hamlet abandoned

2. 60 hamlets as of 31 December 68: 51 hamlets PC" . tegory or better
9 hamlets below "C" category

. 60 hamlets as of 31 January 69: 60 hamlets"C" category or better.
No hamlets bel w 'C" category.

(k) The Accelerated Pacification Campaign achleved successfully all
established goals and brought 111,928 civilians under G V control.

d. (U) Training.

(1) *Replacement Training:

(a) The objectives of replacement training are:

I. To provide initial briefing and orientation lo all incoming per-

sonnel upon their arrival in the di Ision.

/S'
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2. To provide training to company grade officers and all enlisted
personnel prior to their participation in combat operations.

j. To provide a four hour course of instruction on the 116 rifle.

(b) Replacement training is conducted by the Brigade Replacement
Training schools at Di An and Lai Khe. Consolidation of all replacement
training under a training comma~nd at Di An is in progress. The training
command siould be in operation 15 Feb 69.

(c) Number of replacements trained during the reporting period are:

lst Bde 950
2d Bde 1237
3d Bde 1365
Div Arty 340
DISCOM 374

(2) Mobile Training Team: This Division employs a mobile training
team within the framework of the Division' s training program.

(a) The mission of the team is three fold: To train small unit leaders,
to standardize small unit tactical procedures within the Division, ;Lnd to
get the Commanding General;s policies down to the troops.

(b) The team is composed of one senior Infantry Captain who has
commanded a rifle company in the Division for at least four months, and
four NCO's, SSG and above, who have prior experience as instructors and
who have served as platoon sergeant or platoon leader for at least six
months.

(c) The normal course of instruction conducted by the team consists
of three days of intensified training on general subjectso offensive
tactics, and defensive tactics.

(d) A special testing and training program to upgrade 81rwa mortar

platoons was initiated during the reporting period.

(e) Statistics.

. T activities for the quarter ended 31 Jan 69.

NR OF HRS OF DAfr.
UNIT STUDLNrS INSTR NAN HOURS LAST TRA1t 'D

1-2 Inf 465 65 1954 30 Jan 69
2-2 Inf 64 30 640 26 Jan 69
1-16 Inf 130 46 1266 3 Jan 69
1-18 Inf 139 24 760 38 Jan 69
*-26 Inf 95 12 454 27 Dec 68
2-28 Inf 498 64 2301 19 Jan 69
U ACR An 34 2332 11 Jan 69
Totals 18O4 275 9707

2. Cumulitive instruction record through 31 Jan 69.

NE OF lRS OF DATL
UNIT STUDLNTS INST1 MAN HOURS LAS, TRAINED

1-2 Inf 1077 263 11770 30 Jan 69
2-2 Inf 483 95 7766 26 Jan 69
1-16 Inf 1097 152 15916 3 Jan 69
2-16 Inf 713 107 13070 10 Sep 68
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1-18 Inf 808 195 13112 18 Jan 69
2-18 Inf 678 101 8831 26 Oct 68
1-26 Inf 847 212 13042 27 Dec 68
1-28 Inf 696 168 12708 7 Oct 68
2-28 Inf 1447 313 20761 19 Jan 69
11 ACR 8 62
Totals 871 166-8 121123

(3) ARVN Refresher Training: During the reporting period the 3d
Battalion, 7th Regiment, 5th ARVN Division completed refresher training
in conjunction with 3d Brigade, lot Infantry Division. The 5th Combat
1Lngineer Battalion, 5th APAIN Division received a nine week refresher
training course in conjunction with 1st Engineer Battalion, lot Infantry
Division. Refresher training for 2d Battalion, 9th Regiment, 5th ARVN
Division began on 6 Jan 69 in conjunction with Ist Brigade, ist Infantry
Division, and is scheduled to terminate in early Feb 69.

(4) Impact Teams: The mission of this program is to improve the
effectiveness of RF/PF units. An impact team consists of 1 officer, 1
NO), and 1 interpreter, plus specialists in medical, signal, ordnance,
engineer, etc, on call. The working method of the Impact Teams emphasizes
visits of short duration and high impact, low cost projects strbssing
Vietnamese self-help, Assistance rendered is the field of training, bar-
rier and defensive construction, and material support when supplies are
not available through GVN channels.

(5) TDY schools: Schools and number of personnel attended are as
follows:

COURS& LOCATION NR OF STUD'"MrS

MACV Recondo Rha Trang 27
AARTS Vung Tau 41
AH-IG Transition Bien Hoa 5
OH-6A Transition Bien Hoa 5
Signal Long Binh 26
i St Republic of Phillipines 1
JSS Republic of Phillipines 2
Physical Security Long Binh 2
Radar AN/PRR-5 Cper Lai Khe 12
DS/GS Maint Long Binh 2

(6) The revised pocket size edition of let Int Div Fundamentals of
Infantry Tactics was completod on 8 Nov 64 and dispatched to the printer.
Distribution began on 6 Feb 69. At Inolosurb 19 is a copy of the revised
pamphlet.

o. (C) Intelligence.

(1) Enemy Order of Battle:

(a) The total eatimated strength of eney Nain Force m.litary units
operatikg in the lst Division Tactical Area of Interest (TAUT) is approx-
irate.y 3900 personnel with an additional 465 Local Foroe personnel. This
figure represents a combat strength of about 4365 troops with an additionl
1800 personnel prviding logistical support. The decrease ir. strength
from the 12,000 figure in the previous reporting period rosul-s from a
reduction in the nize of the let Divislon'A TAOI. Exact curroat figures
for infiltration into the let Division TAUS are unknown; howevor, at
least 2000 persomnel infilt'rated into the TAOI during fiov, Dec., and Jan
with the bulk going to units in SR-I.
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(b) Specific reinforcements available from outside the Division TAOI
are from the 7th NVA Division, 5th VC Division, 10lst NVA Eegirient, 273d
Regiment, and 268th VC Regiment. All units within the Division's TAOI cn
be expected to have Artillery units in support,

,(c) The accepted locations of confirmed enen7 units within the Div-
ision TAOI and along its periphery are:

OMBAT ,UMly

UNIT STM MTH aFFZCTIVMMSS PROB WOC

SPARATM. RLGIMiNTS

Dong Nai Regt 10OO-2OOO iq- Catcher's Mitt

ist Thu Due Regt 500 MC& Dspersed Nhon
Trach District

69th Arty Cmd 150 XT 4572

74th Arty Regt 1000 M Dispersed Ba
Bien Prov, SR4p,
Bien Hoa

208th Arty Regt 650 0 Unlocated

!K33 Arty Bn 350 CE Unilocated

K34 Arty Bn 250 M. Dispersed NE War
Zone "C"

52 Arty, Bn 400 CE Dispersed 1Z War
Zone #"l

LOCAL FORCE UNITS

C(, Ben Cat Co 60-75 CE XT 710335

C62 Chau Thanh LF Co o80 MCE X &25

C63 Lai Thiou LF Co 75 MIS XT 818084

C64 Dau Tieng LF Co 100 Cr; XT 525556

C65 Phu Cuong 50 MCI, XT 810280

C300 Dong Nai Co 75 Mal XT 916140

C301 Phu Giao Co 835 MCE X 818312

C302 ran Uyen Plt 'JI MOE UNK

C303 Co 70 M XT 004303

01st RSG UI. I/A Logistics area
"Allar ?.,ne "j"

and large port-
ions of SR%, Ul,
and Ba F on Prov.
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83rd 1G UNK N/A Logistics area"CI"/Long Nguyen

Secret Zone port-
ion of Tay Ninh
Prov. SR5, and
Saigon area, SR1

85th RSG UN N/A Logistics area
"F"/Binh Long
Prov. W border of
Phouc Long Prov.
and Cambodian rorder.

(d) The Accepted Locations of Confirmed Ene'r Units considered avail-
t"ble aj Reinforcements are:

7th NVA Div 6000 CR XU 7025

Hq & Spt units 00-10OO N/A Div Hq

13th Arty Bn UNK UNK UNK

14st NVA Regt 1200 C W Binh Long Prov

165th NVA Regt 1150 FC4 N Binh Long Prov

32nd NVA Regt 2000 M NW Binh Long Prov

thVC Division 3350 CS* Song Be corridor

33rd Regt M4OO FC Unloc. (ooss War
Zone "D"I)

.275th VC Regt 1300 CZ Unloc. (poss War
Zone ID")

88th NVA Regt 1400 MCu Vic Ho Bo Woods

174th NVA Rext 1200 C?; W Phouc Long Prov

101st NVA Rekt 900 MCE W Phouc Long Prov

&*4hV6Rg 1125 wxJ Ba Bien (VC) Pray

268th VC Regt
Iron Triangle 1500-1800 CR Posa War Zone "C"

X 545232

Local Force Units

.st VC MF Inf Bn 300 )H N Trang Bang

2nd IC MF Inf Bn 30Q IG;( Trapezoid

4th Gia Dinh Sapper Bn 250 CR IS of Cu Chi

010 Sapper Bn 175 7A0 CHD

7 VC LF Inf Bn 225 14CE N of Cu Chi

Dl VC IF Sapper Bn (Ul) 200 14M YT 1230

D2 VO LF Sapper Bn (Ul) 125 M4CIa YT 1816
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(e) Main Force Combat Units within the 1st Infantry Divisio TADI.

1. DONG NAI R!GXIM.N: With the exception of the K Bn, the Dong Nai
Regiment remained in northern base areas during the month of Nov. The
K2 and K3 battalions remained in the Catcher's Mitt, elements of A( were
dispersed east of Lai Khe to the Catcher's Mitt, and K1 continued to oper-
ate in the An Son - Lai Thieu areas. Documents captured on 2 Dec identified
the missions of K1 as conducting armed propaganda activities, annihilating
RVN officials and recruiting agents from Lai Thieu to Thu'D'4c, assisting
the Lai Thieu District Unit in promoting the guerrilla warfare movement. and ,
making preparations for a forthcoming operation under the control of the
regimental XO. On 19 Nov 68, Thu Duo District Forces vie XS 899974 capt-
ured a PW; Nguyen Van Tham, deputy corrander of the Staff Section, Dong
Nai Regiment. Tham was on a mission in the Hiep Binh area to recon from
Nha &~t (XS 873973) to Rach Mon (XS 896971) for areas to quarter troops of
the K1 Bn, Dong Nai Regt. Alaso on 19 Nov, vic XT 933382, AR/llth ACR
captured a PW from the C6 Co, K2 Bn, Dong Nai Regiment. The PW indicated
that elements of the K2 Bn were moving from the Catcher t s Mitt to a new
location along Hwy 13. This was further substantiAted 'by a- ralli~r fron
the An Son Guerrillas on 28 Nov 68 who stated that the C3, K2 Bn had moved
into an abandoned section of An Thu Hamflet, An Son Village (XT 8209) on
27 Nov. An 11th ACR contact -on 1 Dec 68, vie XT 998385, resulted in 34
VC KIA. Documents identified the VC as members of the Dong Nai Regiment,
possibly a headquarters element. The documents also revealed a plan of
attack by the Dong Nai Regiment along Rte #16. The purpose of these att-
acks, directed against FSBs in the Binh 1y - Binh Co areas, would apparently
have been to distract allied units to allow the dispatch south of the
major portion of the regiment. The compromise of this plan, however,
resulted in its cancellation. In a contact on 3 Dec 68, vie XT 814344
and &r 800337, B/l-16 AP engaged approx 9 VC resulting in 6 VC KIA and 1
P4. The PW, a member of Cl, K4 Bn, Dong Nai Regiment, located a base
camp (XT 841341) of his battalion which had been used frequently during
October and November. On 19 Dec, vie XT 834099, AA-28 captured a PW
from the C3,. K2 Bn, Dong Nai Regiment4 The PW stated that the K2 Bn was
located in the An San area. This was urther substantiated by a 26 Dec
PW from the C2, K1 Bn, Dong Nai Regiment who stated that the Kl Bn had been
replaced in the An Son area by the K2 Bn. The E1 had moved back to the
Catcher's Mitt, vie XT 9630, probably because of problems with low morale.
On 30 Dec, vic XT 807371 to XT 825370, lth ACR made contact with a VC
force resulting in 13 VCANA KIA, 8 VC/NVA Ws and Z Hoi Chaahs. The Ps
appeared to be from various units : l and K4 Bns, Deng Nai Regiment; H12
Rocket Company; C612 Rocket Launcher Company and C53 Recon Company of SR-5.
All appeared to be on a rice resuply mission. On 4-5 Jah 69, v3c X 895-
044, Thu Due PRU and lst Division elements captured 9 Pts from various
elements of Subregion 5 and the Dng Nai Regiment. The Ps from SR-5 were
on missions to recon staging areas and targets for the Winter-Spring Off-
ensive. A PM from the C14 Mortar Company, Dong Nai Regir-nt, was recon-
ning possible rortar sites and Pls from the C20 Signal Company, Dong Nai
Regiment, stated that they were.performing commo-litison missions in the
Lai Thieu area. Late December and early January ralliers and PWs resulti.
from numerous small contacts in the An Son area continued to identify the
K2 Bn, Dong Nai Regiment, which apparently had much the same mission as
the K1 Bn, which it hWd replaced in the An Son area. On 9 Jan 69, 4/8
ARVN captured 2 PW from the K4 Bn, Dng Nai Regiment, vie XT 809298. One
Pd, identified as Nguyen Van Due, Asat PO of the K4 Bn, stated that the
K4 Bn was located vie XT 9238. On 12 Jan 69, vie )U 8603, Thu Due Nat-
ional Police captured 3 PFs, one of whom was identified as Huynh Van Sa,
XO of the Staff Section, Dong Nai Regiment. Sau was on a mission to recon
possible staging areas for the Dong Nai Regiment. He also stated that
the Dong Nai Regiment was to attack Saigon during the Winter-Spring
Campaign. This was in agreement with the statements of a number of PWs;
however, none wore able to pfovide a starting date 1r the Offensive.
The mrst frequently mentioned time period fell from 20 Jan 69, the date
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by which all recon was to be accomplished, to 17 Feb 69, the TET New Year.
As of the end of Jan, the K2 Bn appeared to still be in the An Son area,
PIthough contacts with it were less frequient. The other three battalions

of the Regiment appeaTed to still be dispersed from-the area east of Lai
Khe to the westerp Catcher's Matt. Although the Dong Nai Regiment appears
to be still adhering to an of.fensive policy against Saigon, it is doubtful
that it is capable of successfully intiating such an offensive.

2. 5th VC/NVA Division; During the period Nov 68 - Jan 69, movement
was detected that indicated that the 5th VC/NVA Division was in the pro-
cess of relocating to War Zone 'D". As of late Jan 69, the bulk of the
33d and 275th Regiments appeared to be dispersed along the Song Be coriidor
north of the Division TAOI. However, elements of the 275th Regiment had
been identified in small contacts north of Phuoc Vinh during Dec and Jan.
On 11 Dec, vic XT 967653, Project Delta contacted an estimated enenr squad
resultin3 in I KIA. Documents identified B4, A55 (poss Military Staff
Section, 275th Regt). On 11 Jan, vic X 978638, B/l-28 engaged I IWA
resulting in 1 NVA KIA. Documents identified the KIA as a member of K17,

,A55 (poss RR*Company, 275th Regiment). On 14 Jan, vic YT 031639, C/1-28
AP engaged 4 NVA resulting in 1,NVA KIA. Documents identified A55, K23
(poss Medical Comparq, 275th Regiment). The relocation of the 5th bivision
to War Zone "D" once again presents a division-sized threat against the
eastern portion of the Division TAOI.

. Quyet Thang Regiment (273C):

a. The Quyet Thang Regiment is presently composed of three battalions:
Kl or lst Battalion, K2 or 2nd Local Force Battalion and the 4 G.a Dinh
Sapper B-ttalion. This constitutes a present strength of betwea 1200 and
1500 men, 2/3 of whom are NVA.

b. Recently captured documents follwing small contacts have- provided
documented pronf of the let Battalion's existence. PrevioUsly the let
Battalion was believed to have been destroyed in Saigon on 18 Jun 68. In
Dec and the early part of Jan 69, the let Battalion conducted recon oper-
ations, resupplied, received political training and rested. The 1st Batt-
alion hab moved frequently because of repeated contacts, artillery and B52
strikes. Recent reports indicate the Z1 Battalion of the Regimen? has been
assigned the mission of supporting C61 (Ben Cat Local Force) while awaiting
further orders to move on Saigon.

c. The 2nd Local Force Battalion attacked the let Divisibn Fire
Support Base at Junction City on 1 Dec 68. Throughout this reportirg
period the 2nd Battalion has been receiving replasements from infiltration
3roups. Until recently the iission of these new infiltrators and that of
the entire battalion has been to rest and train until the proposed attack
on G3igon. On 7 January a squad from the 2nd Battalion waq engaged while
returning to their unit after having completed reconnaissance of routes
to be used in a future attack on Saigon.

d. The 4 Gia Dinh Sapper Battalion was responsible for destroying a
section of the Phu Cuong Bridge on 6 Nov 68. The 4 Gia Dinh Sapper Batt-
alion has reorganized In the past 3 months into ,n effectivo beidge sab-
otaging unit and has obtained pirsonnel from a number of recently deacti-
vated sapper companies. 4

_. GoneraJly the morale of the Qtyot Thang Regiment has veied from
very high to very low. lfbrale basically appears to be In inverse rela-
tionship to the number of times' a given unit has been in contact or has
received artillery or B-52 strikes. Evidence obtained from Ws indicates
a loose regimental command structure now exists in the Qyet Thang Regimen
due to a lack of staff, political, and rear service sections at the regi-
nental level.
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68, the lst VC Regt, SR-4 continued to avoid contact, Most contacts with

this unit were with regimental support elements, while the 2nd Bn, SR-4
and 4th Local Force Bn remained dispersed east of the Division TAOI. On
10 Nov, Vic XS 953965, B/2-18 engaged a VC force resulting in 6 VC KIA.
Donuments identified the Signal Company of the ist VC Regt, SR-4. On 16
Nov, vie XS 952940, A/2-18'Qaptured a PW from the 'tear Service Section of
the 4th Bn, 1st VC Regiment. The PW stated that he had heard that the 4th
Bn with a strength of 35 men was located in Yjar Zone "D". On 6 Dec, D/4-12,
199th Bde, vic YS 262852, captured a note book maintained by a member of
D2 (poss 2nd Bn, SR-4). The notebook revealed that the 2nd Bn had received
replacements and was to take part in offensive action against the 9th and
Ist Precincts in Saigon. However, on 22 Dec, vie YS 143827, 18th ARVN
received a mortar and ground attack resulting in 75 VC KIA and 2 Pls. The
Pits tentatively identified the attacking unit as the 2nd Bn, 1st VC Regt.
On 24 Jan 69, vie XS 983920, a PW from the 4th br, 1st VC Regt was capt-
ured by A/2-18. The PW stated that he was looking for a possible base
camp and staging areas for the 4th Bn. He further stated that the 4th Bn
consisted of 77 men and was located vic YS 268858. As of the end of Jan
69, the 1st VC Regiment did not appear to be a potent force as a regimental
unit. The battalions appear to be operating independently, and documents
indicate hat the heavy weapons companies of the regiment may have been
utilized to form a D6 Heavy Weapons Bn.

(f) LOCAL FORCu UNITS:

1. During the reporting period, Nov 1968 through Jan 1969, local
forces have increased their harassing activities from the level of the
previous reporting period. Local forces continued to support main force
units by acting as guides, reconning for future missions, tranporting
supplies and conducting harassing actions against Allied instalations and
highways. A relatively new trend in local force tactics was detected
during this period. On a local force level with the assistance of the
main force units the local forces have conducted increased propganda
missions in attempts to get the populace to demand a coalition government
and to demand that the Allies leave Vietnam.

2. The local forces have for extended periods of time avoiaed any
type of contact. DurinZ these periods of avoided contact local force
units rested, obtained food and axmunition supplies, propagandized ham-
lets and villages and carried out reconnaissance for future missions. The
following local force units have been active within the ist Infantry
Division TAOI during the reporting perioa of Nov, Dec, and Jan.

3. C61 Ben Cat District Company: C61 during the r-porting pieriod
continually conducted harassing operations against the ,tRVN installations
in Ben Cat. C61 continued to avoid any direct contact wit' - alliod forces
during Nov and Dec. During this period, C61 is believed to have rested
during the day and reconned Ben Cat and the surr6undin areas fo.: future
operations. P'oreover, it was waiting for an opportunity to mortar U.S.
an(. ARVN installations in Ben Cat District. During Jda, two P. s were
captured from C61. The first Pit was transferred to 061 from the 1st
3attalion of the Quyct Thang Regiment. Recent informion indicates the
Quyet Thang Regiment is to assist C61 until they are told to stari moving
south at some later date. At present C61 is beli.eved ,; have a strength
of 53 enlisted men and 3 officers divided into two plavoons. hoiale is
believed to be high in this local fo:'ce company.

L. 062 Chau Thanh District Company: C62 has intenified its gterr-
illa operations in the rural areas. The current primarj objective of
the unit appears to be the destruction of rural development forces, the
village political structures and intelligence agents. )ocuments support
the belief that local forces are decentralizing thear r~litary efforts
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as a part of the 68-69 Winter-Spring Campaign. Another develophiunt dir-
ectly related to the above decontralizat:on is that cadre from main force
units are being assigned to local forces and guerrilla elements in an
effort to assist them in organizing propaganda campaigns directed toward
winning the support of the people and the destruction of G G, control in
the villages and hamlets.

. 063 Lai Thieu District Conpany: No contacts wtre made with 063
during Nov, Dec, or Jan; howevr, two Ps were captured during tne report-
ing period. C63 is operating under the control of the LAI THILU DISTRICT
UNIT VARTY. This district party follows the act.Lvities of ARVN forces
in the area and then orders C63 to ambush or attack these forces. C63
does not .taintain a permanent base camp, but norally vp rates aroind An
Con coordinating with local guerrillas proselytizing the local populace
annd collecting food supplies.

6. C65 Phu Cuong City Platoon: The Phu Cuong City rla'ocn has
avoided contact during Nov, Dec, and Jan. A W captured in late Nov
Stated C65 has been resting and preparing for an attack on Phu Cuong
City in the near future. Its present location in the northern end of
its normal AO indicates C65 is attempting to evade friendly operations.

. 0301 Phu Giao District Company: The C301 Phu Giao District
company has avoided contact during Nov, Dec, and Jan. The unit is pro-
bably continuing its interdiction of Highiays 1A, 2A and 16, collecting
taxes and resupplying in its AD.

(g) Artillery Units: Very little information has been received on
enenmy artillery units during the period 1 Nov-31 Jan; however, thea'a have
been some organizational changes detected in these units. hocket ind
;iortar attacks have been carried out on a somewhat limited basis p'ooaoly
due to allied operations and localized amunition shortages.

I. 208th Rocket Regiment: Information on the 3x122=. rocket Ln3 :f
tbe 208th Rocket Regiment has been limited. At the present time this unit
is dispersed with elements in SRs 1, 2 and 5. It may also have elements
with the 9:h VC Division and have sent cadre to the rocently organfzed
rocket com'anies, 06 and C7 of SR-3, C112 of SR-5, and the 9th Art,. Bn
)f SR-l.

2. 96th Arty Regiment; There has been no idontificttion of this
.,tgimunt since it was reportedly organized in b ay 68. The Regiment is
believed to be operating ia War Zone "C", with 52 Arty Bn operating around
Dnu Tieng and other allied installations in War Zone -'C". The 133 and K34
,attalions are believed uo operate in aar Zone "C", Binh Lang and Tay Ninh

.'rovinces. All three battalions have 107 and 122a rocket capability.

. 74th Arty Regiment: Formerly known as the 84th Arty Regient,
74th Arty Regirent has bean placed in support of the re'ily formed I R-7
which consists of' SR-4, U-I, and VC ba Bien Province. Tna Ist Bn *.s
believed to be in the Bien HoN Area and the 2 and 3 Bns An tae Hct Dich
Area based on information provided by a oi Chanh. Rocket attacks in
January on Long Binh Post and the mid-Dec attack on Dat DW6 (YS 602955)
and captured documents tend to sabstantiate the locat.oa of the 2 and 3
As. The early Dec attack oa 199 Light InfAntri Brigade Rea" Base Carap

('ranzull Jones) as welU as the Oct and Nov rocket vttacks on Bien Hoa
.ir Base also tqnd to substantiate the Hoi Chanh's location of the !st bn.

Documents indicate tat the Regiment is suffering from personnel and log-
istic shortages.

k. 56th AA Bn: Directly ubordinate to the 69th Arty C6=mand, this
Ba, armed with 12." m HM, 50 cal MG, and possibly 82 and 120r mortars,
is still believed to be in support of the 9th VC Division as it was during
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the.8 fr. and May Offensives. This is supported by documents captured
in the vic of Katum (ff 334903) on 25 Oct 68.

I. 58th Arty Bn: This 107 and 122mm Rocket Bn has been placed in
support of the 5th VC Division according to documents captured by the
ist Ca' Div (Ali) north of Phuoc Vinh on 10 Dec 68. The Bn is currently
dispersed in the vicinity of Phuoc Vinh and is probably responsible for
the rocket attackconducted against the 1st Cav Div (AN) Base Camp loc-
ated the.re.

A. 9th Arty Bn of SR-i: Documents captured vic xT 581263 'on 1 Jan
69, listed two Arty Bns, the 8th and 9th, subordinate to SR-I. On 31 i.ec
68, a P, (Nguyen Van 8au).confirmed the formation of the 9th Arty Bn. He
stated the battalion had a strength of 100 men and is armed with an unknown
number of 122;m rockets. The battalion's' mission is to conduct attacks
against allied installations in SR-b.

f. (C) Log.istics.

(1) The event of significance in the logistical area in 'the report-
ing period was the Phuoc Vinh to Song Be Road Opening Operation. On 15
Jan 69 the let Division began up-grading and clearing operations along
the Phuoc Vinh-Song Be Road under the control of 1st Brigade. Initially,
1-2 Inf (-) and 1-28 Inf (-) conducted security operations and established
a FSPB and NDP while the 60th Land Clearing Company began clearing a 200
meter area on e.ch side of Hwy 1A., On 16 Jn 69 the 1st Bde received the
1-7 ARVI, the 9th Recon Co (ARVN), and the 54th Engr Co (ARVN). Security
operations continued, as the ARVN engineers repaired culverts and road
surface. On 21 Jan 69 1st Bde released OPCON of 1-28 Inf (-). On 28 Jan
69, ist Bde received the 984th Land Clearing Company in direct support.
Operations continue as of the close of the reporting period at which time
the cutting had progressed to within a few hundred meters of Dong Xoai.

(2)' From a logistical viewpoint, 'the exrcise posed a sizeable chall-
ange.' A forward support element from the Support Conmand was sot up at
Phuoc Vinh and displaced along with the tactical headquarters having the
mission responsibility. This element was staffed by units of the Support
Comand to cover all classes of supply. This concept has proven to be
very responsive and provided more than adequate support for the operation.

(3) The successful completion of the exercise will have decided im-
pact on the lines of communication posture in the Division TAOI. Heretoforu
Song Be, the Province Headquarters of Phuoc Long Province, required com-
plete resupply by air involving a sizeable lokibtic offort'in terms of
resources. The opening of Highway IA will relieve that situation in add-
ition to extending GVN control in the area and opening large rubber pro-
ducing areas.

g. (C) Organization:

(1) Major Organizational changes took place within the 1st Infantry
Division during the reporting pei-iod.

(a) Due to movement of a large number of 1st Division elemnts out
of both Phuoc Vinh and Quan Loi Base Camp, the 234th and 260th Field Art-
illcry Dotach=ents were detached from the lst Division and attached to
the 23rd Artillery Group with an effective date of 25 November 1968.

(b) The following units were reorganized: 1st 4ngr Bn; HE, 1st
Inf Div Arty; HIC, 1st Inf Div; HHC, Inf Bde 1st, 2d, and 3d Brigades;
let lhed Bn; 121st Sig Bn; 1st Admin Co; 1st MP Co; HHC and Band, DISCUM;
1st Sup and Transport Bn; and 701st Iaint Bn. Authority for reorganizat-
ion was letter, AGSD-C (5 Sep 68) ACSFOR, H DA, 24 September 1968, Sub-
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ject: Approval of 1110k. (USARPAC N). 65, PY :,9) and USARPAC General Orders
IUwber 775, dated 22 November 1968. Implementation. of KIO for .unit*
involved was effective 20 December 1968 as indicated in 1st Infantry
Division General Order Number 13469, dated 26 December 1968.

1. Reorganization of Headquarters, Headcuarter6'Company, lst Xnf-
antry Division was implemented undpr MTOiL 7-4. Basic organization. 're-
mined the same except for deletion of the hedical Section and increas-

ing the number of personnel from 46 Officers and 107 Enlisted Men under
the Z TOE to 61 Officers and 109 Enlisted Mon under the G "'OE. The
General Staff sections absorbed the largest part of the ir.reases of the
23 additional personnel. The eeuipment level remained unchanged except
for minor items of equipment.

2. Reorganization of the Headquarters, Headquarters Company, let,
2nd, and 3rd Brigades, 1st Infantry Division was implpmented under M1Oa
7-42G. Under IE 7-42G, Bde will have:27 Officers, Jarrant Officers
and 97 Lnliated Men. This gives the HHC, Bde an increase of 4 Officers
and 4 Enlisted Man, but a loss of 2 Warrant Officers. Equipment levels
remain the same in most cases.

a. Headquarters, H oad,4artQrs Battery, Division Artillery, 1st Inf-
antry Division was reorgniized under UIMOE 6-302G. This gave the unit 38
Officers, 11 varr4nt Officers and 164 bnlisted Men for a total of 213 men.
It increases the Officer strength by 4, the warrant Officers by 7 with a
loss of. 3 Enlisted Yen. There was no change to the basic organization
and only a slight increase of equipment.

. The ist Engineer Battalion was reorganized under hTOL 5-!560 for
HHC, Y IOi 157G for Companies A, B, C and D end HTOE 5-148G for Company E
or Bridge. Company. It provides the 1st Engineer Battalion 43.Officers,
3 Warrant Officers and 926 Snlisted hen. - The Battal.on lost 1 Officer,
gained 1 Warrant Officer and 26 Enlisted Meh. Th- basic organization for
Companies A, B, C, D, and E remains the same. In Headouarters, Headquarters
Company, the Atomic Demolitions unitions Platoon has been deleted. The
equipment levels for the Battalion remain almost the sane as under the E TOE.

. The 1st Medical Battalion was reorganized under XOS 8-36G for ' HQ
& Corpany A and MIfL 8-37G for Companies B, C and D. The strength levels
are: HQ & Company A, 17 Officers an4 114 i4listed; Companips B, C and D,
7 Officers and 73 Enlisted Men. The total is 38 Officers and 333 Enlisted
Men. The change to G 4M0E gave the Battalion an increase of 22 men. The
basic organization remained the same exoept for the addition of the
Optonentry Platoon to HQ & Company A. The reorganize.tion of the Medical
Battihlion caused a slight reduction of equipment,

6. The strength level of the 121st Signal Battalion under the reorgan-
ization is 25 Officers, 5 Warrant Officers, and 611 Enlisted Men, for a
total of 641 personnel for the Bpttalion. The Battalion Was reorganized
under MrO4 l1-36G HHC, 1TO 11-37G Company A, ,,TOi ll-3E Company B and
?TOE 11-39G Company C. The basic organization for Company B and C ramains
the s8me while in HHC the Photo Suction is delted and Company D the Cable
Installation Teams have been reduced by two. Tho equipment levels remain
the same.

Z. The lst Administration Company has an increase of 1,65 men when
reorganlzed under LO' 12-37G. Itj strength levels are 34 Officers, 9
Warrant Officers, and 502 tnlistd Mqn, for a total of 545 men. The basic
organization has changed with the deletion of the Emmination Section and
Replacement Teais. The following sections have been added: Career
Counseling Brach, Awards and Decoration Branch, Casualty Roporting Aranch
and the Training Section. The addition of the Training Section and in-
crease of personnel in the Replacement Detachment will staff the Schools
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Conz:ind currently being formed in Di An and expected to be in operation
15 February 1969. The equipment levels have increased.

8. 1st M ilitary Police Company was reorganized under IM~O4 19-27G with
strength level of 9 Officers, 2 4arrant Officers and 170 Enlisted Men for
a total of 189 men. The basic organization and strength level remain the
same. The Military Police Company under the reorganization lost a number
of wheeled vehicles and other various equipment.

9. Headquarters; Headquarters Compay and Band, DISCOh, increased
strength levels by 6 personnel under the current organization. The
strength levels are 18 Officeis, 1 Warrant Officer and 84 Enlisted Men
for a total of 103 men. The basic organization changed with the delel,ion
of the Information Section. There was a sli4ght reduction in the equipment
levels. HFC & Band is now organized under 1Or 29-2G.

10. lot Support and Transport Battalion was reorganized under =O
29-M for HHC, IaOL 10-7G for Company A, and NMOL 55-88G for Company B.
The Battalion strength level increased by 21 personnel. The strength levels
are 26 Officers, 2 Warrant Officers, and 457 Enlisted Men for a total of
485 Personnel. The basic organization remained the same for HHC and
Company B, but Company A has added a Bath Section. The equipment levels
were slightly decreased, especially in wheeled vehicles.

11. The 701st Maintenance Battalion was reorganized under MIOLI 29Q--6G,
HQ & Company A; MTO 29-17G for Companies B, C, & D; and MHOU 55-89 for
Company E with a total increase of 21 personnel. The Battalion strength
levels are 31 Officers, 17 Warrant Officers, and 806 Enlisted Men for a
total of 854 personnel. The basic crganization remained the same for
Companies B, C, D, and X, but HQ & Company A added a Storage Section.
The Battalion has lost some equipment under the reorganization.

(c) On 28 December 1968, 1st Infantry Division General Order Number
13587 was published attaching 2d Battalion (Mechanized), 2d Infantry, to
1st Brigade, let Infantry Division and 1st Battalion, 28th Infantr-j to 3d
Brigade, 1st Infantry Division with effective date of 1 January 1969.

(d) USARV General Order Number 56 dated 6 January 1969 attached CO
B, 2d Battalion, 34th Armor, to 1st Infantry Division. The Company con-
sist of 5 Officers and 87 Enlisted non fog a total of 92 personnel. The
company is presently located at Lai Khe Base Camp end has been further
attached to 3d Brigade, lst Infantry Division.

h. (C) Psychological Oporations:

(1) Psychological Operations this quarter were aimed at three general
target groups:

(a) Civilians

(b) NVA/VC

(c) VCI

(2) During 'the quarter a total of 43,244,2O leaflets were dissemin-
ated. A total of 2891 hours of loudspeaker broadcast and 1,309 hours
ground operations were employed in support of the Division. The following
is a breakdown, by unit, of support operations:

___.. LEAFLICTS Bf0ADCAST TI4& GRoU1D OpiRATIONS

lst Brigade 90,000 1 hour 00 min 55 hours O min
2d Brigade 14,249,750 187 hours 10 min 750 hours CO nin
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3d Brigade 28,390,300 92 hours 00 min 1',7 hours 00 mn
11th ACR 514.150 9 hours 30 min 357 hours 00 min

TOTAL 43,244,200 289 hours 40 min 1,309 hours 00 min

i. (C) Civic Action/Civil Affairs:

(1) The IMDCAP Program within the Division treated a total of 54,811

patients during the reporting peri6d. This is an increase of 31,433 over
the previous period.. This increase may be attributed to greater emphasis
being placed on YADCAPS at all levels, and improved reporting procedures.

(2) During the reporting period action was taken to improve the
training of GVN medics; medical personnel were trained at both 2d and 3d
Brigades, with additional training given the medics during conduct of
ILDCAP operations.

,,(3) A nine day Vietnamese language class was held for some of the
US medics and ,doctors who accomparn the MDCAP Operations. Taught b.i
an outstanding Vietnamese interpreter, the medics were taught 150 medical
phrases often used in ISDCAPS. This token language capability has enabled
the medics to show their sincere concern for their patients and has greatly
improved their effectivoness. The instruction was enthusiastically received
by the medics.

2: (C) Section 2. Lessons Learned: Commander's Observations , Evaluations,
and Recommendations.

a. (C) Personnel.

(1) Experience of NC0s.

(a) OBSRVATION: Manpower shortages will continue to occur, but this
is only occasionally a serious problem. However, the quality of infantry

's in terms of experience, professional competence and aturity is a
critical problem.

(b) EVALUATION: Highly effective military units are those in which
professional excellence exists at each level in the hierarchy of command.

mhen this condition does not exist, a leadership gap occurs with the re-
salting reduction in efficiency. The average infantr compary has but a
handful of experienced NOsd, and marr squad leaders are little more
experienced than the men they lead. The repernussions of this situation
are reflected in all areas of the unit's endeavors. Most obviously, it
forces each echelon of command to become more involved in doing the work
of the subordinate echelon.

(c) ROILhAATION: The roots of thia problem are beyond the ability
of local comrands to solve. However, this problem shoula 'io studied to
determine the mast effective means for training infantry NC0s upon their
arrival or promtion.

(2) NOD CAndidate Course Graduetes.

(a) OBSERVATIDN: The NOJ graduates received during the period were
found to be well qualified to perfom at the B5 level and in some cases
the E6 level.

(b) EVALUxTION: The NO graduate program has made a significant
contribution toward relieving the shortage of qualified Ell in the lowvr
and middle skill levels. The program cannot, however, covpensate for
the lack of experience found in professional NOO's.
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(c) Rj4HLMDATION: That the NOD graduate program be continued and
that emphasis be placed on theresponsibility of the NCO to handle his men
during combat operations and during periods of preparation, maintenance,
and rest.

(3) Controlled Infusion Program.

(a) OBSLRVATIDN: The USARV controlled infusion program involving
the 1st Division and 5th Inf Div (hech) in Jan 69 may not be the rost
acceptable solution to reduction of DIMS hump.

(b) EVALUATION: In Jan 69 the ist Division s,'-plied 72 EK in certain
HDS fields to the 5th Inf Div (lHech) to relieve the 5th Inf Div of the
problem of heavy losses in the month of July 69. The 18t Divisia receivd
74 BY- with like PYDS who had DEIDS in July 69. Although infusior by
exchange of personnel between Divisions is an acceptable solutior to re-
duction of D&L0S hump, a better solution might be to loose DL±OS hump
personnel to special requirements, i.e, security guard levies, MACV levies,
etc. Personnel reassigned in this manner could be gradually replaced from
the replacement stream.

(c) REOOWNDATX!1: That the above alternative solution be considered
in like cases of DZIWS hump. This observation and discussion has been
passed to the Enlisted Replacement Division, USARV.

b. (C) Operations.

(1) The Mini-Ambush.

(a) OB84RVATIDN: In situations where the VC are operating in elements
of platoon size or less, the units of the Division have successfully employed
the mini-ambush.

(b) &VALUATION: The mini-ambush splits the US platoon into two elements
which are within supporting distance of each oth@r (100-300 meters). They
'.ay be placed on line, in an "1 shape, or back to back. Such configurations
amost double the area of coverage, they significantly increase the probab-
ility of contact, and they are .deally suited for placement along likely
avenues of VC infiltration.

(c) RBODH2JDATION: That all F-W, in vituations where the VC are
operating in elements of platoon size or less consider the use of the
nini-ambush.

(2) The Ambush Line.

(a) OBMi-RVATDIN: Units of the Division have had considerable success
in the employment of the ambush line along wide avenues of C infiltzation.

(b) 4VALUATION: The ambush line consists of a series of platoon or
:'ini-pmbushes placed on a line across an avenue of VO infiltration. This
line may be straight, bowed, or curved, and the distance between ambushes
rcy vary from 100-300 meters depending on the terrain. The prime considur-
ations are that the ambushes are within zatual supporting distance so that
they are able to provide complete coverage along the ambush line. This con-
figuration has proven itself effective against VC efforts to bypass. In a
nwber of instances, VC point elements have made contact with one element
of the ambush line, have attempted to bypass, and have been successfully
engaged by another element along the line.

(c) "UH .M.ATION: That all FWlY consider the use of the ambush line
to cover wide avenues of VU infiltration.
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(3) Prograrned Ambush Iniitiation.

(a) OBSaRVATION: Z1em&;nts of the Division hav scces sfbllympoe

a technique of progroximed ambush initiation.

(h) ZVSLUA'rION: - The ambush is composed of a number of positi.ons, each
of which consists of 3-5 mon. E~ach position employs an outer ring of five
claymores, which are connected with detonating cord aind attached t'o a singlo
detonator. Upon the detection of VO in the killing zona of the ambush, the
outer claymures are blown simultaneously, each van fires two magazines from
his M-16 on semiautomatic setting xid throws two fragmentation grenades, and
one man from each position trows out a trip 'flare, which provides close-in
illumination on the ground in the killing zone withouf disclosing the friendly
positions. A. -79 f iring is delayed until the claypores have beon blown.
.1.fter these programned actions have been cwrblet~d, ea-.h mn stops, list,:.ns,
and observes. If noveaent, sound, or fire are detected, ,the ambush 'repatsI
the sane procedure. The advantages of programied ambush initiation are a1
-heavy, surprise volune of initial fire, instant, reliable, close-ini ill-
umaination;,and forco discipline.

(c) R&Cu1.,NDrATN 'That' al,FWV~ consider the uasepf the programed
ambush initiation.

(4) 'Use of Arii3llem gockivg Fires..

(a) 0BSaRVA1LION: In uninhabited areas, where arti lery qan.b3 'employed
quickly and shifted easily, artillery blocking fires have'been successfally
used.,-

(b),k1AUAiION: Upon sighting o ' contact with, a' 1VC'4~oment; VT and H&
artillery blocking fires are placed approximatdly 1000 meters in frant of
1 ho ambush on -1-ikoly avenues of VC approach and wit.hdrawal. After the
initial volleys, the fire r then carefully moved back towards tho ambush
position on line. This mvanent of fire has the effect of herding the IC'
back into the ambush positions.

(c) .RLCON-JI'LlIATION: That a3.l F4*7 consider the use of'artillery block-
ing fires in the planning. and conduct of ambushes.

(5) -Combined Nii't Ambush Patrols.

(a) 08Si&RATION: Combined night ambsh ptrols are ineffective un-
less they are intogrt~ed.

(b) 'kVILUArIUN: Exqprienca ha's proven thiat, if HF/pF force are given
responsibility for a sector of the night ambush position, they become ineff-
ictive and jeopardize the safety of the patrol. When RF/PF uo2.diers are*
individually placed between US Troops, they remlain attent:. 9 and responsivQ
to the pcatrol leader.

(c) R~itM~kNATION: That individual ItF/PF soldiors be integrated be-
,woen US troops when positioning personnel ±n a night ambush site durin~g
a comb~nod night operation.

(5) Fire Coordination Line (FOL) for Combined Onerations,

(a) OBSM~RVTI.)N: Fire Coordination Lines are essential when conduct-
i, V, a combined op'3ration in which a unit is us-d as a blckingy force or is
not airectly linked to its counterpart.

(b) &VALU,,T10N: It has been fouril tha. Fire Coordination~ Lines are
;ssential to combined operations in which the forces become 3epara :od.
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Those lines should be placed along easily identifiable terrain. The Viet-
namese understand and respect the FCL.

(c) Rn00'Lq NDATION: That a Fire Coordination Line be established
whenever forces will be separated during a combined operation.

(7) Mass Mobile Resource Control Teams.

(a) OBS&HVATION: With recent intelligence on the VC moving toward
Saigon in comerical vehicles, a method of control was needed to check out
civilians along MSR's and secondary roado.

(b) VZALUATION: The 1-4 Cay had a Mobile Resource Control Team, con-
saisting of two 1.litary Police and two National Police, under its operat-
ional control since the beginning of the period. This team established two
or three control points daily throughout the AD and maintained an average
of four to six detainees per week. The Mass Ibbile Resource Control oper-
ation was organized using the same technique and establishing a total of
33 control points daily. The entire AO can be thoroughly checked in a min-
imumof two or three days. This method of operation was very successful in
covering the entire AS and checking out maximum number of personnel and
•ohicles. During this operation, 25,701 personnel and lOjlO1 vehicles

ire scre3nod, resulting in 20 detainees. The detainees were found to be
draft dodgers or RVN 4,OL's or they had ID card discrepancies and were later
released.

(c) .i-,COMNDATIU11: That other Cavalry units employ this Hass YUCT
technique.

(8) Snatch Onerations.

(a) OBSiRVATION: In order to reduce the VCI in the Accelerated Pac-
ification Campaign hamlets, it was necessary to establish a technique to
operate in populated areas at night.

(b) WALUATION: Early in the Pacification Program, a VCI Platoon was
organized. This platoon was composed of a reinforced US rifle sq.i..d adsix to eight Kit Carson Scouts under the leAdership of a US Platoon Leader.
The mission was intelligence gathering, operating in the hamlets during thu
day and questioning the local villagers on recent VC activity. Most VO
activity occurred at night; this prompted the development of the "snatch"
operation. Sevral techniques have been tried. However, the rost sound
method is to establish a patrol. base and dispatch a snatch squad. This
squad, consisting of about 5-10 personnel to include Kit Carson scouts and
an interpreter, moves throughout the hamlet on a planned route, listens in
-.t doors and windows to gain intelligence, and snatch VC. This type of
iperation has boon used on three occasions. Two out of the three attempts
rvsultod in contact. On one snatch operation involving thf LRPs, contact
was made with an estimated five VC; it was later learned that three of the
VC were killed and two wounded. This item should be considered in conjunc-
tion with item (9) (Cordon and Search Operations).

(c) RELWfl ATION: That othar MYIF use this technique of snatch
op.erations.

(9) Cordon andSearch Operations.

(a) OB,%;RVATION: During the reporting period it has been more app-
-ront that the extended cordon end search oparation3 (5-10 days) have a
number of advantages over the more predominant shorter operation (1-2 days).

(b) iWALUATION. Normal cordon and search operations hav ben in-
itiated during darkness (2400 hours), a village search conducted at first'
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light of the following day, and the seal terminated at mid-day (1200 hours).
Results have been primarily the apprehension of draft dodgers) deserters,
and civil defendents. An extended seal uf 10 days duration was conducted
during the reporting period resulting in 21 VC ralliers Fnc 56 VCI captur;d.

It was felt that the extended duration of, the seal, was a sign:i.ficant
J factor in the outstanding results. The period in which VC can sustain

themselves in underground complexes in sealed areas is limited. As a
normal rule the complexes are stocked with 2-3 days supply of food and
water. The complexes are not designed and built for extended occupation.
If resupply efforts by VC sympathizers in the villages can be thwarted
through personal presence of US and GVN personnel on a con;0irucl basis, it
becomes necessary for VC personnel in underground shelters, hide-outs, etc.
to emerge after a limited period. exporience in the successful operations
indicated that the younger, less dedicated VC will emerge in the 3-6 day
time frame while the hard-core VC emerged in the 7-10 day timQ frame.

( M) R OONI4ArION: When availability of assets and tactical condit-
ions permit, units give sulctive consideration to extended cordon and
search operations.

(10) Use of Marking Smoke in Airrnbile Operations.

(a) OBS&RVx TON: Use of smoke grenades to mark LZ's and PZ's during
the dry season has bLcoue a dangerous fire hazard.

i. Open areas favorable for LZ's and PZ's are normally dry and grassy
after the monsoon season. Smoke grenades fanned by the rotor blades of
helicopters have produced grass fires which endanger personnel, equipment
and the successful accomplishment of airrobile assaults and extractions.

2. Use of smoke gronades to guide CH 47 and CH 54 rosupply/equipment
surt.es into established FSB/NDP's-has started hazardous grass fires within
and adjacent to the FSB/NDP.

(b) kBVILUATIUN: Headquarters, 1st Bdo in conjunction with the 11th
Aviation Battalion has studied the problems listvd above. After discussing
trie pros ard cons of v-.rious methods used by other units and by experimenting
with suggested solutinis, the following techniques were experimented with
during two battalion insertions and two extractions and were highly success-
ful. These techniques are now SOP for all units in the 1st Brigadc and
have been used successfully in all insertions and extractions.

i_ Initially, panel markers were considered in an atteapt to pre-
clude smoke. However, based upon the coin.ints of Air Mission Cornarderspertaining to the difficulty of seeing panels in high grass when the lift

aircraft use a low level approach, this idea was discarded.

2. A safe method of employing smoke within th, confines of a 50 cal-
iber anmunition container has been successfully teated. The can is init-
ially prepared by cuttin holes in the top and sides with an acetylene
torch. Ventilation was found necessary to facilitate burning and got a
better volume of smoke. Then apprcximately thre inches of dirt is placed
in the bottom to stabilize the can. The lid is left on to facilitate
crrying the can. A pair of engineer gloves is also provided to reove
expended grenades when providing continuous smoke. A minirua of six anmo
cans are used for insertions and extractions. hach or the five security
elements is provided with a can and one can is provided for a designated
individual to use in bringing in the lead aircraft in each lift. Two men
should work each can. One opens and stabilizes the can whil the other
activates ard inserts the smoke grenade. The top is vlosed as added in-
surance against fire. Aftar a grenade is expended, the man wearing the
,,,lves removes it and the procedure is reoated as often as required to
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guide the flights into the LZ or PZ. These cans ara durable and can be
used reptitively.

a.FSB/NDP resupply is accomplished solely with radios and panel
markers. If more than one unit, is in the FSI37imP, one callsign aid fre-
cluoney is designated for all missiorns and resupply helicopters are so in-
formed. A representative from each unit in the FSB/UDP is req~uired to be
at the resupply pad with the radio operator. A fire prevention team is
also locAted at the pad during the ,.upply and as long as resupply remains
on the pad.

(c) ROC0I4NDATIONS:

1.That smoke cans be used on all airrobile operations as a fire
prevention measure.

2. That designated radio frequencies be established for all resupply
at established FSB/NDP's in lieu of smoke as a fire prevention measure.
Panel markers should be firmlty emplaced to further assist incoming air-
craft.

(11) Vegetation Burning.

(a) OB~tRViTION: There is. a requirement in RVN for equipment to burn
large areas of jungle vegetation.

(b) i4VtLUATION: It has been noted that-d4efoliated targets must be
followed by burning exceopt where the target consists of large leafy trees.
Brush, grass, bamboo and sirilar growths mire3,y turn brown. Flamothrowars
do not provide sufficient area coverage. Field expedient techniques such
ns pumping and :*gniting diesel fuel on the target foliage; are succeaful
but are laborious and time consuming. Additiontslly there are occasions
where grass and undergrowth are requireid to be removed without destroying
rubber trees or other money crops. It appears thnt small, rough terrain
grass and brush cutters are recuired for the later areas and high Production

.brush burners required whore constraints do not exist.

(c) RJO0"&ehA)ATIuNS.

1.That a rough terrain grass and brush cutter be invest igated.

2.That a high production brush 'rner systum te investigated.

(12; Use of I7?. fractor in Clea eQD ratnions.

(a) 'OB&aRV4TION: The D71H tractor appears to be too seall for constant
h,)avy clearing operations as a Rome Plow.

(b) WV.ALUiiTIN: During clearing operations in h-eavy Jungle, the D7E
tr:actor must run at full throttle constantly to develop the necessary
.Oer. This constant full throttle operat.on caua,;s overheating despite
:.aintenaince efforts and subsequent early ongine failure. As of this time
the 60th Land Clcariig Company has eight of thirty tractors tlordlinod for
ejngin4 fAlure.

(c) Pi .C0041kaID4T IUN: It is rocomandxod that a laraer tractor (either
DS8 or D)9 series) be tested and evaluated in the light of loss down tine
for the same acreage cut par week.

'. ) Duration of SLIR Lissions.

~a) OD&WVATION:. Inflormation obtained tv-A~ inagary flown duringthe
hour SAR missions was ..found to be unsatisfactory.
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(b) &ILUTION: O1c (1) three hour mission was not effective because
the SL.LR was picking up the same .mages twice within the time period.

- (c) HECOW6NDATION: The ASTA Platoon founq that more targets were
detected by splitting the mission in half and running a mission of one
nd one half hours duration early at night and another the same length
several hours later.,

(14) Airlift of the 27' Bridge Erection Boat.

(a) OBS3 RVATIUN: It is possible, in the RVN'theatre of operations, to
lift the 27t bridge erection boat as one -unit ith the CH-47 in spite of
high ambient temperatures.

(b) EVALUATION: Previously this Division airlifted the 27' Bridge
i.rection Boat in two sections. Actual testing with, CH.-47 proved that the
entire boat could be airlifted with the stern cradle in place.

(c) RECOl'I;3DATION: In the future, the 27' boats should be airlifted
in one piece. If the boat is to be set upwhere but in the water, the
stern cradle should remain attached to prfclude damage to the rudders and
propellers.

(15) Repair of Culverts.

(a) OBS&RV.,TION: It has been noted that much time and effort is wasted
in repairing partially ,destroyed culverts by just replacing the damaged
section.

(b) 1VALUATION: On Hwy 16 one particuiar culvert south of Tan Uyen has
beeni partially destroyed by cnerm activity several times. Vorious methods
of repair have been utilized. Removal of the damaged section and replacing
only what was damaged pioved to be a time consuming and frustrating exper-
ience. Due to the overburden (approx 8 ft) the roadside continually caved
in creating a danerous working environment. Therefore, it was decided to
destroy the entire length of culvert using demolitions and install a
cormplete culvert. 40 lb craturing charges were placed at five foot inter-
vls alorq the culvert at a depth of six feet. Bangalore torpedoes were
inserted into the remaining culvert and all explosives were dotonztod siu-
itaneously. The explosion claared the' old culvert and oper.ed the area for
installation of the new culvert. A minimum of hand work was required to
finish the area preparation. The new culvert, 48" dia x 42' long, was low-
,red into the hole and back filling and grading produced a truly profess-
ional Job.

(c) RSO01Y'NDATION: In the repair of partially destroyed culvert
with thick overburden, the use of demolitions in the manner described can
produce a meaningful saving of time and effort in restorin3 the roadway
to full capability.

(16) Radio Terminal Sot AN/GRC-163.

(a) OBS RV.TIOIH: The 121st Sig Bn conducted a test of the AN/GRC-163
Radio Terninal Sets (16 Jan-31 Jan) with the major problem area being the
lack of equipment spares or corponent back-up.

(b) VALUATIOIi: The results of tne test are as follows: The general
acceptance of the equipment b-! operating personnel and user is vry favor-
able. Based on its perfornance during the test, the A1/GRC-163 is an
vxclUlent piece of communications equipment to perform the function for
which it was designed; however, the following deficiencies were noted:

1. The Technical Mnual does not provide sufficient detail on the
equipmint.
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2.' The intercunnecting cables (CX-11607/TCC) are easily broken.

2. S1ystem outage alarm is too loud.

. Lack of equipment spares.

(c) RUCOWINDLTION: That the testing re3ults be studied for possible
corrections of the mentioned deficiencies.

(17) Testing of High rain Antennas OE-]/TRC.

(a) OBSZRVATIQN: A significant inprqvmnt in signal level and genar-
al svstem quality was noted when the high giin antennas were in use. A test
was established to conpare the operational 3fficiency of the high gainantenna OL-15/TRC with that of the standar? ANI RC-24 antenna, AT-414/TRW,

utilizing dipoles AT-413/TRC.

(b) iVLUATI0N: The test took place between Lai Khe and Di An using
C-Band equipment. Antenna height at Lai he was 116 feet and at Di Im 70
fect, with horizontal polarization. The I-est was conducted in four phases,
(1) both terminals with the standard antennas,. (2) nd (3) altornating
standard and high gain antennas at each site, and (4) both terminals using
the high gain antenna. The results of the test showed a marked increase
in tha quality of the system when the OB-15/fRC high gain antennas were used.
An increase'of as much as 8 microamps in signal level was noted when the
high gain antennas were used at both terminals in place of standard ANfRG-
24 antennas. Another good feature of the high gain antenna is that only
one dipole adjustment is necessary to cover an entire band. A febture that
subtracts from the usefulness of the antenna, however, is the fact that
the ant6nnas for transmit and receive sides require two antenna masts for
installation in the field.

(a) R.wLa;l )ATION: The antenna will probably be most useful when used
in semi-permanent And permanent installations, such as mounted on Eas AB-216
tower. The OQ-15ARC high gain antenna is a worthwhile improvement to the
Division Co. municatons System.

(18) Emarnencv Antennas.

(a) OBSERVATION: N3ed for quick erectable emergency antenna for field
use.

(b) EVALUrION: Night Defensive Positions (NDPs) have a need for an
emergency antenna that can be quickly elevated to heights of 3540 feet.
The nedd for this derives from the extreme vulnerability of currently used
,-292 antenna masts to hostile fire. On several occasions, comnunications

with renote NPs have ben lost because of destruction of the antennas.
Thoe requirement exists to be able to re-estnblish comu~nicatllons irmediately
without leaving a bunker position under attack. The whip antenna comnonly
available for field radios is not adequate for this requirement.

(c) RMOIt4&MNATION: That an emergency antema be developed that
will allow erection to suitable heights from a protected position. With
the limited facilities available in the lst Infantry Division, a lightweight,
twin-lead antenna was carried aloft by a hydrogen-filled metarological ball-
eon. Rll.ia corlunications were possible using such arrangement under
non--hostile conditions. -This approach does not appear amenable tu field
use unless a small lightweight source of helium were made available. The
balloon also appears quite vulnrable to hostile fire until evlated to
heights of nominally forty feet.

(19) Cl-osed Loop ststum.
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(a) OBMRVATIOU: At the present time the Closed Loop System provides
a DX system for component signal equipment only.

(b) .VALUATON: The /,1RC-54 Radio Relay Repeater and the ANA'c-69 Radio Terminal are in need of coplete rewiiing of the electrical and

electronic systems. The Closed Loop System has prov<ided excellent results
for the exchange of the components of the above mentioned itens, but the
shelters are in need of re-air. These major end items have been operational
for over 25,000 hours in Viutnaia; conseouently, they are in need of re-
building.

(c) RECOILL.A'ATION: It is suggested that a similar typo systen to the
present closed loop be initiated for nrjor end items of signal equiprunt.

c. (C) Training..

(1) Demolitions Training.

(a) OBSrRVATION: While there are no FOD or derilition personnel ass-
igned at Brigade and Battalion level, those units have daily requirements
to demolish VC positions and to destroy ener,7 wzraunition.

(b) UXLUATION: The units of the Brigades have successfully trained
their own personnel to perform EOD and demolition missions. Their training
has been on the spot and has proven itself in daily application. The dest-
ruction of enerV positions and amnunition works to the great disadvantage
of the VC since it is far easier and require r.mch less time to destroy a
position or cache than it does to construct the position or supply the cache.
In addition, the use of unit personnel to porfor these special tasks
increases the effectiveness of that unit by eliminating the necessity of
holding in place until specialists are called to perform the same tasks.

(c) R OOMLANDATION: That all FWF train and use their own personnel
f:r demlition missions.

(2) Heliconter Slinp Load Traininp.

(a) OBS.-WATION: Aviators arriving in the Division need additional
helicopter sling load training. New arrivals have not flown for an Qut-
enled period of time (norrally over forty-five days), and have received
only a minimum of trAining in this area.

(b) ,WVLUATION: Missions involving resupply, in marV instances, require
the helicopter to hover out of ground effect (OGU). Some landing araas are
liited to the extent that hovering OG6 or vertical descents are the orly
procedures applicable unless the load can be sling carried.

(c) RECO1.41ATION: Training in sling load operations is presengly
i n progress for all UH-l pilots. A review in sling load operations will
be included in each 90-day standardization check rtle), which all assin(4
aviators are required to complete. A sling load using a A-22 cargo bag
is now under consideration for use in resupply missions.

d. (C) Intelliknce.

(i) Collecting A %Oncies.

(a) OB %RV,.TO1H: VC/VCI KIts during this period were in great part
a result of well planned ambushes around target hamlets. Inforntion gleaned
from local sources, i.e., Village Chiefs, RFPF forces in the area, and
farmers working in the surrounding rice paddies produced timely intellience
that promted these auibushes.
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(b) EVALUATION: Capitalizing on "local" intelligence proved to be
an essential part. of the VCI neutralization program, It enabled urit
co n mnders to position" 8bushes which denied the enemy access to the
target hamlets.

(c) ROOM .DATION: Unit com~anders should know "who's in the know"
in the villages. If units- hre operating in the area for any length of tirQ,
they should establish constant liaison with local inhbbitants. They are
the keoplo who can provide leads, who can help pinpoint local ener-y activity.

1(2) Viet Cong Infrastructure (VCI) Platoon.

(a) OBSaV:T.ATION: In order to support the 1-4 Cay role in the APC, it
was necessary to develop a unit with the sole mission of seeking intellig-
ence of VC Infrastructure, enemy hiding places and onei.v caches.f

(b) EIVALUATION: At the start of the APC, the Squadronts VCI Platoon
was organized consisting of 12 US Infantrymen, 10 Kit Carson Scouts (forr.:Lr
VC), 1 US aidnan, an a US Platoon Sergeant and Platoon Leader. When avail-
able, a team of National Police were attached to the platoon. The VCI
Platoon accomplished its mission by establishing a security base with one
US Infamtry team. After the security was established, another US team
searched the area looking for physical signs of VC activity while the Kit
Cars& Scouts broke down into two man tears and talked to the villagers in
their homes and in the fields. For additional discussion, see item (8)
(Snatch Operations) in. section on Operations.

(c) Ri.PG4NDATION: This type of operation be continued since it has
been extremely successful.

(3) VC Road Mining Tactics.

(a) OBSVWATION: During Decetbor 1968 and January 1969, the VC have
employed what appears to be a change in road mining tactics.

(b) DISCUSSION: Almost all mines located adjacent to or on an I'SR
and destroyed by elements of this cormand h.vo been emplaced directly on
or imadiately off the shoulder of Liajor roads. This could be connected
to the fact that security vehicles accompanring mineswoep parties, such
as tanks and ACs have the habit of parking directly on or i mmediately
off the shoulder of a given MSR, while prividing security for the mine-
sweep elements. Recently the enory has emplaced mines directly opposite
each another, i.e. one mine on the right side and one mine on the loft
side of the road. While engineers are filling and repairing the crater
on one side of the road traffic is usually one way, and channeled to the
opposite side of the road, which norrally results in the detonation of
the second nine. This new tactic has resulted in the combat loss of one
tank, one 5 ton dump truck, sovoral other vehicles ad several US WHA.

(c) RMiC NDATIUN: In sweep operations utst attention rst be
directed to the in..diate vicinity of detected or detonated mines with
particular emphasis on the shoulder of the road where vehicles would hav.
a endency to go around the previously detonated mine.

e. (C) Loritics.

(1) Quartorly Maintunance Service for Track Vehicles.

(a) OBSwRVATION: Quarterly rmintunance service for track vohicles
was performed during the reporting period by both hochanized Infantry Bat-
talions. The 2-2 Inf (M) corducted quarterly sorvices for compan sizu units
during a three day stand down from tactical operations. The 1-16 Inf (14)
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initiated a platoon quarterly maintenance service. Platoons were brought in
for a five day stand down period.

(b) LVALUATION: The platoon size stand down was found to be superior
to the company size stand down. It allowed for more time to be devoted by
the organizational mechanics with least interference to normal operation.

(c) R3XOMLdATION: The platoon size quarterly maintenance program
be considered as the standard procedure for mechanized units.

- (2) Transistors for Power Convertors for PPS-4 Radars.

(a) OBSLRVATION: Many radar failures were attributed to transistor
part no. 2N1358 FS11 5961-846-7338.

(b) LVALUATION: Power transistor Q802 (factory installed transistor
2N1358). can be interchanged with 2N2210 FSN 5961-892-3800 without any.cir-
cuit changes.

(c) R&CO14bMDATION: Distribution of this information ih order to

improve availability of the PPS-4 radar.

(3) Towina Pintle, 2.1/2 ton and 5 ton Trucks.

(a) OBSPVATION: The towing pintle on 2 1/2 and 5 ton trucks becomes
loose after prolonged use.

(b) EVALUATION: The nut that holds the towing pintlo on the vehicle

has too much play.

(c) RCO1i IDATION: The nut can I-- tightened and will remain tight
if the hole for the cotter key is moveO beck or a washer is placed in
front of the safety nut.

(4) Truck. 1/ ton I-L51.

(a) OBSERVATION: EZossive noise in roar differential of 1/4 ton,

(b) EVALUArION: Differentials for he M151 are difficult to obtain.
The rear and front differential ara interchangable. Interchanging the
front and rear differentials will reduce the noise and provide longer life.

(c) RO IRLi2ATION: Distribution of this information in order to
inprove condition of excessive noise in rear differential of 1/4 ton, 14151.

(5) Tractor, Full Tracked, Cateriller, Model D7E.

(a) OBSERVATION: Rewoval of radiators from Caterpiller D7E tractor
is a delicate operation.

(b) EVALUATION: Control of the radiator while being lifted out is
critical and damage can easily occur.

(c) RMC1-iaNMDATION: When lifting radiators out of the Caterpillor DE
tractor it is best to back the wrecker up to the tractor so the wrecker is

p.rallel to the blade. This way the boom does not have to be extended as
far and it is easier to control the wrecker.

(6) Tractor, Full Tracked Caterpillar lbdel D 7Z.

(a) OBSERVATION: High rnamber of operator casualties duriv; land clear-
ing operations resulting from enemy booby traps.
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(b) LVALUATION: An open gap between the tractor engine and the front
edge of the cab guard allowed shrapnel from booby traps to emer the cab
and cause nmmerous wounds to the lower portions of the operator's body.
To eliminate this problem, a rectangle of short steel, sufficient in thick-
ness to defeat shrapnel, was welded to the tractor cab and deck on either'
side of the engine. The height of the shield was tiesigned to provide max-
imum protection from the shrapnel without obstructing the operator's field
of vision or causing difficulty in entering or leaving the cab.

(c) RECOM)ATION: That all tractors equipped for aard participating

in land clearing operations be modified in a similar manhor.

(7) OH-6A Blade Life.

(a) OBS&RVATION: Protective tape is inadequate in prolonging blade
life on the OH-6A.

(b) EVALUATION: The primary cause for the replacement of OH-6A rotor
blades is excessive erosion of-the leading edges. This ero-ion during the
dry season in rVN can reduce the.service life of main rotor blades to less
than 400 hours witth normal replacement required between 500-600 hours. This
situation exists for two reasons: non-availability of the tape ahd the,
short life oi the contractor supplied protective tape. The use of substit-
utes has proven unsuccessful, and the value of the taping procedures itself
as a deterrent to erosion is questionable.

(c) R O MJDATION: Development and procurement of a blade with suff-
icient erosion resistance to achieve TBO service life.

(8) High Frequency Vibration in the OH-6A.

(a) OBSLRVATION: The primary cause of high frequency vibration in the
OH-6A is a tail rotor out of balance condition.

(b) AALUATION: The tail rotor was originally designed as a factory
balanced item (no balancing equipment required for field use). This tall
rotor has not proven satisfactory fcr its programmed service life. Replace-
ment was required when erosion on bearing wear exceeded specified tolerances
at a time considerably short of service life. The resulting demand for tail*
rotors was reduced by the development of a tail rotor balance -kit for the
field. At present the kits supplied tV the contractor are controlled by
Hughes Tool Comparny representatives. The resulting "waiting list" created
by the short supply of kits has increased aircraft down time considerably.

(c) RECOWLIM4ATION: Procurement of sufficient numbers of those kits
to allow issue to the direct support level.

f. (C) Organization.

(1) Orxanization of VCI Platoon in Pacification Missions.

(a) OBSERVATION: The Recom Platoon can be augmentel to accomplish
the missions of the VCI Platoon.

(b) SVALUATION: It has been found 1hat the Rooom Platoon, augmented
with Vietnamese National Police and Kit Carson Scouts, can effectivly
accomplish the mission of the VCI Platoon in a pacification effort. Utilized
as an intelligence g.thering agency during the day, this platoon can react
at night to information received. The VCI Platoon should be mobile so ae
to visit each target hamlet daily. This discussion should be considered in
conjunction with item 8 (Snatch Operations) in Operations Section and item
2 (Viet Cong Infrastructure (VCI) Platoon) in Intelligence Section.
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(c) RBOIOi-NATION: That the Recon Platoon be utilized as the VCI
Platoon during pacification missions.

(2) I'btorized Recon (Battle) Platoon.

(a) OBSERVATION1: The infantry battalion hav the capability of motor-
izing its recon platoon.

(b) EVALUATION: A motorized recon platoon provides the infrntry bat-
talion commander with a highly mobile strike force captble of rapid reaction
.'hen the terrain and the tactical situation permit. One brigade created such
a force by assigning six vehicles, including four gu-n jeeps and one add-
ional jeep from Combat Support Company and one jeep from the battalion
corunications platoon, to the recon platoon.

(c) RiOW -6DATION: That infArtry battalions consider the feasibility
of motorizing their recon platoons.

g. (C) Othr.

(1) Tunnel Explorer, Locator, and Comnnicataon System (ThLACS).

(a) OBSRVATION: Testing of Tunnel Explorer, Locator, and Comunication
Systen (TLACS). A unit more suited to superior tunnel communications needs
to be manufactured which would lend' itself to better contact between above
grourd and sister elements inside the tunnel complex. Also a more maneuv-
erable and a more universal antenna systam should be developed.

(b) LVALUATIDN: The TSLACS System was tested by the Tunnel Rats on 8
Jan 69. This system has both a voice transmission and signal tracking cap-
ability. Initial tests showed the system to be too unreliable and bulky
for our use. The voice transmission is very distorted and the tracking mode
is very time consuming. The system had to be discarded before the whole test
was run because the trap doors that were encountered wore too asAll to got
through with the equipment strapped on an individual's back.

(c) RCOIK.NDATION: It is recommended that this unit be sent back for
more reaearch and development, and a more portable and compact unit be
developed to meet both signal and maneuverability requirements. Until such
time that a suitable unit is developed, a TA-I telephone and a compass
acconlishMd the communication and Lapping requirements in a reliable manner.

(2) Establishment of Friendship Councils.

(a) OBSwRVATION: lst Infantry Division efforts to establish Friendship
Councils as part of the Conmunity Relations Program have boon frustrated bV
Viutnamwse attitude toward the Councils.

(b) rVALUATION: No Friendship Councils are proeontly operating. Viet-
nameso officials in the Districts around base capSWre reluctant to help
community problems.

(c) RECOMI,2DATION: Connand/ chasis through Vietnamese channels to
Province and District officiali could generate interest in the Councils.
VitAmmese commanders should be urged immediately to promote the Community
Relations Program.

(3) Use of PsvOn Aircraft.

(a) OBMRVATION: The Division PsyOp aircraft is currently allocated
to G5 on a four hour daily basis. The ship is schduldd at 1800 hours the
dnj prior.
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(b) EVALUATION: The limited time available and the relative inflexibility
of the schedule severely hampers the Divisionts capability to react quickly
to exploit PsyOp opportunities (i.e. ralliers).

(c) RECO DJNDjTION: That the time allocated for Division use of the
6th PsyOps Bn aircraft be increased or that arrangements be made to give a
priority to support quick reaction nussions, such as ralliors.

(4) Use of Armed Propaganda Teams.

(a) OBSERVATION: APTs are GVN controlled and attached tc allied units
on a mission basis,

(b) EVALUATION: APTs have proved a valuable weapon in the PsyOps arsenal.
Their cultural knowledge and past experience with the VC make them a highly
v.aluable and effective media. The people relate easily to them and accept
their statements zur readily than those broadcast from tllied helicopters.
They are possibly the most effective means of PsyOps at our disposal. Becaus .
of the fact that the APTs are attached to the Division on a mission basis a
continuity is lost. If they would be permanently 4signed to a unit they
could be more easily and widely used.' Also by working the same areas an
experienced and rapport factor would develop which should add significantly
to the effectiveness of their propagandizing.

(c) RECO1L;NDATIuN: That the Division be allocated positions to per-
nanently assign APTs, much the same as Xit Carson Scouts.

3. (C) Section 3. Headquarters, Departnent of the Arr Survey Information.

None.

FOR TH,' COMbl4ANDER:

23 Incl UMTER H. '3110TWL
1-Organizational Structure CPT, AaC
2 Lsiat of . C...r... -w/d,Hq,DA Mat AG
3-Force Disposition

5-2d Be Operational Report-Lessons LoarAd
6-d Bdo Operati.onal Report-Lessons Learned
7-Su~port Cormand Operational Report-Lessons Learned
8-Division CheyLical Section Operational Report-Lossons Lcarneo w/d, summarized in

9-1st Aviation Bn Operational Report-Lessons Learned "division ORLL

10-1st Engr Bn Operational Report-Lessons Learned
11-121st Signal Bn Operational Report-Lessons Learned
12-o 191 Goim ......... ft Rar ...... Learne'd

13-Movement Schedule Period 31 Oct-10 Nov 68
14 :L) OVOPr&Y Ec"iryr Ght
15-AO Overlay 1st .Bdo TAO!
16-40 Overlay 2d Bdo TAOI -w/d,Hq,DA
17-10 Overlay 3d Bdo TAOI !

12Faite ptalmnenrasf I..fe.,t.-y Tz.-46-4.. -v/d,publiehed earlier as FOR OT RD
20-Coamnder's Notes d5, dtd 13 Nov 68 682001
21-,ornandor's Notes #i6, dtd 3 Dm 68
22-Cjutandoris lbtes j'7, dtd 18 Doc 68
23-Cormarder's Notes 78, dtd 30 Dec 68
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DA, HQ II FFORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266 1 2 MAR 1969

THRU: Commanding General, OS Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC(DST), APO 96375

Commander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTNs GPOP-DT, APO 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

1. This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational Report-
Lessons Learned of the 1st Infahtry Division for the period ending 31 Jan-
uary 1969.

2. It should be noted that details of enemy strengths and organization
presented in this report vary from II FFORCEV order of battle holdings
for this period. However, the overall evaluation of enemy capabilities
and dispositions is in accordance with the II FFORCEV estimate.

FOR THE CON2ANDERs

g. vACD ALD
ILT, AGC
Ant AGi

(I



CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DST (19 Feb 69) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Ist Infantry Division for Period Ending

31 January 1969. RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 31 MAR io

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 January 1969 from Headquarters,
ist Infantry Division.

2. (C) Comments follow:

a. (U) Reference item concerning controlled infusion program, page
28, paragraph 2a(3); concur in the suggestion to reduce rotational humps
by reassignments against special requirements as a partial solution. It
is sound resources management to implement any reasonable method of hump
reduction. However, such a system is not the sole solution., Generally
special requirements are not of sufficient magnitude to reduce major ro-
tational humps.

b. (U) Reference item concerning use of D7E Tractor in clearing
operations, page 32, paragraph 2b(12); concur. The Engineer Section is
now in the process of securing four D-9 series tractors with Rome Plow
kits for evaluation in land clearing operations.

c. (U) Reference item concerning Radio Terminal Set, AN/GRC-163,
page 33, paragraph 2b(16). Nonconcur in recommendation. Unit should sub-
mit recommended changes to Technical Manual on DA Form 2028 (Recommended
changes to DA Publications) directly to OG, US Army Electronics Command,
ATTN: AMSEL-MR-NhP-AD, Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, 07703. Interconnecting
cable and system outage alarm problems are proper subjects for unit sub-
mission of Equipment Improvement Recommendations (EI's). With respect to
equipment spares, the AN/GRC-163 is type classified as limited Procurement,
however, repair parts are readily available through normal supply channels.
The unit will be advised of the above.

d. (U) Reference item concerning emergency antennas, page 34, para-
graph 2b(18); concur. This is a developmental requirement properly ad-
dressed to CG, US Army Electronics Command.

e. (U) Reference item concerning Closed Loop System, page 34, para-
graph 2b(19); concur. The problem is recognized A return and repair pro-
gram is considered more feasible than closed loop and a survey is currently
under way to establish the quantities and types of shelters involved. Up-
on receipt of survey results, US Army Electronics Command will consider
establishment of a return and repair program.

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
9DECLASSIRED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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f. (C) Reference item concerning helicopter sling load training,
page 35, paragraph 2c(2); concur. External load operations (sling loads)
are renuired on 90-day standardizations. USARV Form 177 lists maneuvers
in which a pilot must demonstrate proficiency during in-country orienta-
tion and subsequent standardization check rides.

g. (C) Reference item concerning Collecting Agencies, page 35, para-
graph d(l); concur. This is a very essential element of acquiring local
intelligence. The information will be published in the next edition of
USARV Combat Intelligence Lessons. Recommend no action be taken by DA or
USARPAC.

h. (C) Reference item concerning VC Road Mining Tactics, page 36,
paragraph d(3); concur. Item will be published in the next edition of
USARV Combat Intelligence Lessons. Recommend no action be taken by DA or
USARPAC.

i. (U) Reference item concerning transistors for power converters
for PPS-4 Radars, page 37, paragraph 2e(2); concur. The power transistor
2Y2210 is a heavier design item that can accept increased power sometimes
caused by power surges. It can be interchanged with the 2N1358 transis-
tor. This information will be distributed throughout USARV units by the
G-4 Naintenance Division.

J. (U) Reference item concerning truck, !/4 ton M151, page 37,. para-
graph 2e(4); nonconcur. Replacement of the rear differentials on 1/4 ton

M151 trucks should be done when it has been determined that the rear dif-
ferential is unserviceable, not just noisy. The front and rear differen-

tials are interchangeable and local commanders can authorizo a switch
when serviceable differentials are not available. Units will be notified
of USARV's position on this subject. No action by USARPAC or DA is recom-
mended.

k. (U) Reference item concerning tractor, full. tracked caterpillar,
model D7E, page 37, paragraph 2e(6); concur. This recommendation is being
applied by several of the Land Clearing Companies. The USARV Engineer will
be advised of this modification. No further action is required by higher I
headquarters.

1. (C) Reference item concerning OH-6A blade life, page 38, paragraph
2e(7)i concur. When equipment fails tc perform satisfactorily, Equipment
ImprovemnLt Recommendations (EIR's) should be submitted. It is through
EIR's that Aviation Support Comaand i-. able to take corrective action.

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DST (19 Feb 69) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 1st Infantry Division for Period Ending

31 January 1969, RCS SFOR-65 (RI) (U)

m. (C) Reference item concerning high frequency vibration in the
OH-6A, page 38, paragraph 2e(8): concur. Action has been taken to procure
sufficient numbers of balancing kits for issue to direct support level
maintenance units. To date, 14 kits have been issued.

n. (U) Reference item concerning Tunnel Explorer, Locator, and Com-
munications Systems (TELACS), page 39, paragraph 2g(1);, concur. Observa-
tions and recommendations are being incorporated with comments of other
units. The final evaluation report on suitability of this equipment will
be forwarded to USARPAC as a separate action.

o. (U) Reference item concerning establishment of Friendship Coun-
cils, page 39, paragraph 2g(2); concur. Vietnamese command interest is
an effective means for influencing local GVNI officials.

p. (U) Reference item concerning use of Psychological Operations
(PSYOPS) aircraft, page 39, paragraph 2g(3); concur. Priorities for allo-
cation of aircraft hours should be adjusted for high impact missions.

q. (U) Reference item concerning use of Armed Propaganda Team. (APT),
page 40, paragraph 2g(4); concur. The recurring employment of APT's in
the same area does lead to the team gaining increased credibility in a
locale. However, unite cannot be allocated spaces for APT's until an APT
employment program is initiated for US units.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

C t.. WILSON

LT, AGCp~shtnt Adpank Genwel

Gy furn:
let inf Div
TI FFV

CONFIDENTIAL
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GPOP-DT (19 Feb 69) 3d Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 1st Inf Div for Period Ending

31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

HQ3, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 MAY Q6

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the

Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This'headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE CCIIANDER IN CHIE:

CPt, AGC

As
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lot Infantry
ORGANIZATIONAL DivisionI
STRUCTURE
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EoSdn B n Bn Edo
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Arty Cmd En% Bn
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155 & En n En
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CONFIDENTIAL
ORGANIZATIO I. SfRUCTUW

Assigned Units

HHC, 1st Inf Div 2d Bn (Mech),. 2d Inf
701st lMaiht Bn 1st Bn, 26th Tnf
1st S&T Bn 41st Inf Plat (Scout Dog)
121st Sig Bn HHC., 2d Bde
1st Engr Bn 2d Bn,. 16th Inf
lst Avn Bn 1st Bn, 18th Inf
1st Med Bn 2d Bn, 18th Inf
i st HI Det 35th Inf Plat (Scout Dog)
HHC and Band, Spt Comd 61st Inf Plat (Combat Tracker)
lst Adin Go.- HHC, 3d Bd 'e
266th CrL11 Plat 1st Bn, (Mech), 16th Inf
242d Cr0. Det 1st Bn, 28th Inf
43d PI Det 2d En,. 28th Inf
44th PI Det HHB, Div Arty
17th Mil Hist Det 1st Bn, 5th Arty
Co F, 52d Inf (LRP) 1st Bn, 7th Arty
1st Sqdn, 4th Cav 2d Bn., 33d Arty
HHC, 1st Bde thB,'6th Arty

1st Bn,. 2d Inf 1st MNP Co

Attached Units

Co B, 2d Bn, 34th Arror 317th Avn Dot
314th Avn Det 322d Avn Det
340th Avn Det'

OPOON Units

A Btry,-5th Bn, 2d Arty ()D Btry, 71st Arty (2 Quad 50)

11th Armo~red Cay Regt C-lst Plat, I Btry, 29th Arty (6 sect)

Y7
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CONFIDENTIAL
II .~IATSDISTR:

PRIURIrI MOVEHENT SCHEDULE Period 31 Oct-10 Nov 68 1-AXC-M
CG 151 114F DIV LAI KHr; RYN 1-AIXC-S

1-Cofs
1-01

OlSPWEEQUAN LOI RVN 1-G2
0 3D BELAI KfiRN (CURIa4) 1-Q3I

CO DIV ARTY LAI KHuf RVN (COURIbR) 1-G3 PLANS
C0 3D BDlE 1ST CAV DIV (AM) QUAN WOI RYN 1-03 OMT

1-G3 OPS
INFO, CGII FFV LONG BIN4HRVN 2-G4

CG 1ST CAV DIV (AM) PEOlIC VIllH RYN 1-05
CO 2DBDE DI ANlRVN 1-MV
CO 11TH ACH (M~l) RYN -D
CO SPT GOM DI AN RVN 1-AAE
00 1STAVN BN PHU LOI RVN 1-AID
CO 13T MRD BN LAI MA~ RVN (COURISR) 1-DAO
CO 1213T SIG BN LAI KIE RYN (COURI1.R) I-DSD
CO 1ST SQPN 4TH CAY DI AN RVN I-CHAP
CO11TH AVN BNPHU LOIRVN 1-SURG3

1-ACC
CO0NF ID E NT IA L AVDB-TP_____ i-LC

SUDjwgCT: K)Vm)N1 SCWM. J (U) 1-CNL

-1-10
Rt6F&ThbNC4: 33CR31 1ST IN? DIV OPLAN 1.3-68 h~tLiU SKIlINa (U) 1-10

1-,SJA
1. (C) THIS NE.SSA& LTABLISH6,S THI, 4MOMT PLANNING COIEIMPT 1-AG

AND PHOPOSLD Y4'7r.&NT SCHJ!aULL. FOR 1ST WOB, 13T IN? DIV UNITS 1-85) A
I-HQ, (X)NDT

MY&K 31 OCT 68 TO 10 NOV 68. 1-17TH MHT

2. (C O$ 3D BOE, 1ST CAV DIV (AIQ AS JN&S DZFSNS AND SCT!

1,JSPON&IBILITY FORl (QAN WOI BAS&i CAW VIC CO, 2'Tr BDE, 1ST INF

DIV i7Pjgi'IV4 01120OOH NDV 68.

3..- (0) TIM 3D BDIAST CAY DIV (AV') 80AN MU'L ONiRATIONS IN

XJ 0WZNS AS OF 3l1fiOOH OCT 68 AND) WILL SITiMN OPERATION. TO). M~I

bST OF CIJAN WOI 0/A 2 NDV 68.

4. (C) IT Is PLAR ZTHATOA4 DV 68, C0, 1ST CAV DIV (AM) WIL

AS8WM R ;'FONSIBIJl~ FOR THEI INTM1AL SCT! 'Ai DJM1454 OF MUC

VINHO BAS" CAl'P VICE 00, 3D BDA, 1ST 11W PlY.

5(C) IT IS PLANNO4D THAT 0/A 0510H Nov 68, CG, 15? CAV DIV (AV.)

ILL ;4SSUNM UVOIIBIfL, FOR T W4114 OF Ka! TUSTALLATIM

All) K)R ML.A OKURTZ)HAL RS-=WLX~NS IN AO~ GARRY VIC PHOUC VXNII

AND AD FALCON VIC 900. 1IX IN? DIV (OVRsAY PtaSD W~ARATIU).

C/A 05120H NOV. 68, TRPA1-11 ACR LOCATED AT LOC NIN AND THE 1418j

XE? BN FWIS 18TNF DIV CONDUCTING PHOUC VIIU{ DEJ'S OPJRATIQNa

VITHIN AD GA= WILL B&Q3L0PCON To 15CCAV DIV (Ali). AT TM S

SAM TIMl~ 3D B09, I8? CAY DIV (.01) IS UECTED TO E HUMLSD

M M~I QPCON, 1ST IN? DIV AID REVaT TO PAMNlT 15M CAY DIV (AM)

* OVIOL. CONFIDENTIAL MPGT 68
JOSOPH , SM RA GS G1 OF 3 PG5

m G0 Dep 0
WLJt,GS LTC, G3,198,0



CONFIDENTIAL
rRITlY

'SU IS -S INF DTIV _WILL COM I;Z~TIW, AO BADGa.

THRU 'T)NG ti- CI{ON TO LAI KM] ON 5 fIDV 68. 0A BADGe.R wILL

T iTZULT 0618DOH NOV 68 AFTZR TMI 1STD HAS CMUSD OUT OF AO.

ON 6 NOV 68, 3D BDE, 1ST 0kV DIV =-IMTS WILL CONDUCT A Rklaz

IN iir. OF sTj.W biv ai-m~Ns OCCUPYIwG FSPB THUM)P±R III AND

THUNDL& IV ,ALONG IM=~A U, 13. 0/A 0600H NOV 68, 3DEbDEA/Sf

CAV DIV (AM) dfILL ASSUM~ &CURITY RL-SPONSIBILITY FOR HIGHWAY

L 1.3 IN AO Ft,=ON.

7. (C) 0/A 7 NOV 68, TRP/1-11 ACH ILLJ. &~ R±ak;A&Z FlR) OPCON,

1ST caVPIV (AM) AND R~amER 7p PARa~T UNIT CONTROL.

a.(C) IT IS PLANNED THAT CG, 1ST CAV *DIV (AM) WILL ASSUME

R&SPONSIBILITY FOR. AL HAWK 0/A 7 NOV 68 VICE~ CG, 1Sr INF DIV

cOA-26 IN? AT SONG, M WILL R± TURN TO LAI.-KHS 0/A?7 NOV 68.

9. (0) ,TIE FVJLLO4INfl Rj.LCT NM .Nr PLANS FOR 1ST BDE,

UNIT ~ la.MnTs ; UNIT,: AT .

ASSIGNED MVE CLOSgS _______i

HHC, lST M 8 NV 10ENV LK

1-2 IN? 30 OCT' 6,NV LK

2~ NDV. 7ENV I.K

1-28 INW 2ENV 4ENV LX'

1-5 ART'Y 2EHV 10ENV LK

41 I4D 2ENV 9 NV UNK (LK)

CA Yua 3ENV a NOV IX

36 1EN .* - .- STAYS -Q

.3P NOV 3. NEV.- DI AN,

ATTACHE

D/O1STMINT BN 8ENV 8a MIXL

A ~ ~m.4V 9 TV IX

~*' 8NOV L TK L*' I

%'A a&GR BN 31 OCT 2ENV LK

I PLA'TB/21 SIG BN 7ffV 9 MV LK

C/8 -6 MY BN 7ENV 9 NOV f4(

Q~.68 ~CONFIDENTIAL
PACM' 2 OF 3 PAGMS



DCONFIDENTIAL

PRIORIT

UlIT ELSWNTS UNIT AT
OPOON CLOWS IJJCATIJN

W QK STAYS QL

6/4 ARTY BN STAYS QL

1 PLAT/337 RRU OD 2 NOV 7 NV LK

32 rbT/5 Wa SQ STAYS q

19 TAAS (FAC) 7 NOV 10 R)V LK

8 AERIAL PT STAYS Q

322 AVN DET STAYS (L

507TH EMGR FIRS DEPT STAYS (

1 DrT 2 Rv 7 ND. LK

APO STAYS Q

GP-4.

53
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CONFIDENTIAL
DEPAHTMaNT OF TM ARI

H4ADWART"RS IST INF afY DIVISION
APO 96345

AVID-CG 13 November 1968

SUBJgCT: Comnander's ates ,15, Accidental Shooting of Vivtnamese
Civilians (U)

S1 DISTRIBUTION

1. (U) Reference: let Infantry Division CONFI~I'IAL message,
AVDB-TP 6?65, Talbott Sends, subject as above, dated Z70830 October
1968.

2. (C) To counter the increased enen! threat, almost all rural ham-
lets under GVN control are organizing and arming civilian members of
People's Self-Defense Groups. In a recent unfortunate incident that
occurred in another area, an armed member of a People's Self-Defense
Group was observed entering a house which was subsequently engaged by
a gunship, injuring two children in the house. Similar incidents

involving the more poorly uniformed Popular Forces soldiers have also
occurred.

3. (U) Tactical unit commanders at all levels are enjoined to exer-
cise utmost discretion during conduct of military operations to avoid
the shooting of friendly Vietnamese civiliano. Incidents such as the
one mentioned have an adverse effect upon the morale of our Vietnamese
friends and upon the image of the US military.

4. (U) All commanders will place concerted conmnd emphasis on pre-
venting incidents which cause feelings of resentment toward our units
and our presence in general.

5. (U) The contents of this message and the message referred to in
paragraph 1 will be discussed with and disseminated to all comands
down to and including platoon level and to all aviation personnel te
include individual aviators. In addition, the possibility of mistaking
local Vietnamese forces for the eneo will be mphasised at all
comanders' conferences and especially to all new incoming personnel.

/8 Orwin C. Tolbott
ORWIN C. TALWTT
Major General, USA
Comanding

DISTRIBUTION: DOWN6IA AT 3 YEAR TEVAIS,
A (od-l) plus NCWl £1112 TVIM
10 - 03 0o0 50.10
30-C/S

Incl 20
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DEPARTMNr OF TH& ARIY
HJuADQUART4JRS 1ST INFARY DIVISION

APO 96345

AVDB-CG 3 December i968

SM.JaCT: Cdmmnder's Notes #6, Fire liazards in Field Locations

Sa .ISTRIeUTION

1. In the past 12 months, there have been two major fires in fire

support bases, one in the 25th Infantry Division area in December
1967 and the recent one in FSB Oran.

a. The Oran fire was ignited by a smoke grenade used to make an
LZ for an incoming CH-47. The downwash from the helicopt',. rotors
tanned the smoke grenade, caused the grass to ignite in the area,
and the wind quickly spread the fire through the FSB.

b. The resulting conflagration caused extensive loss of equip-
mont. rhe situation could hive been worse had the enemy been in
position to take advantage of the confusion. Additionally; it is
conceivable that the enenV could deliberately set a similar fire
which could result in similar losses and then follow up with a heavy
ground attack.

c. We have, in effect, become our own worst eneay. We have
done to our owr FS$ what the eneiq has been unable to do.

2. Throughout the dry season, we will be operating in a-eas that are
covered with dry undergrowth. It is essential that commanders at all
levels direct their personal attention to the matter of fire hazards
in their areas of operations, landing zones, night defensive posi-
tions, and fire support bases. I will expect nmmediate, positive,
and imaginative action to preclude a recurrence oT a' fire of this
type in the let Division area.

3. The following procedures will be instituted as a minimum:

a. Insure that all officers and key nocozmissioned officers
read this Comander's Note.

b. Orient all incoming personnel on the contents of this
Ommander's Note.

Inci 21



.DiJB-CG 3 Deceber 1968
SUBJECT: Comwndr's Notes #6, Fire Hazards i. Field Locations

o. Unit commaders will insure that written SOP's are published
for the guidance of all personnel of their com.nands. These SOPts
will irelude, but not be limited to, coverage of the following:

(1) Deliberate burri-off of potential laimding zones, night
defensive positions and fire support bases usiug artillery WP rounds,
nreplanned USAF napalm strikes, and helicopter-delivered WP or
thermite grenades.

(2) Consideration of weather and time of day for preplanned
burn-off.

(3) Careful selection of landiig zones to avoid those which )ffer
fire hazards.

(4) Limit use of white phosphorus rounds, gunship rockets, or
pyrotechnics in landing zone "preps" to areas where fires are not
likely to start.

(5) Cautions for use of flares of all types. Trip flares must
be securely mounted at spots which are fire safe.

(6) Cutting of fire lanes within and around field locations.

(7) Rakes, broc.s, shovils, fire extinguisjers and other tools
for fighting grass fires kept on hand.

(8)' Attetion to the storage and separation of pyrotechnics,
explosives, and, other combustible materials.

(9) Designation of fire control officers and CO's.

(10) Controlled burning around perimeters.

(11) Xaximum use of panel marking sets in lieu of smoke grenades.
These panels may be rnoved just before the helicopter lands to pre-
elude sucking the panel up into the rotor blades or they may be
securely staked in place ind checked frequently.

(12) Positive control ovor the use of smoke grenades when their
use. is required. The smoke grenades will be placed in a shell hole
or in a prepared hole one to two feet deep. Additionaly, the smoke
grenades will, Where necessary, be wired to steel staker to prevent
blowing bv helicopters.

(13) A positive pla" of action in the event of an unavoidable
'fire.



AVB-CG 3 December 1968
SUBJr.CT: Commander's Notes #6, Fire Hazards in Field Locations

4. I am firmly convinced that, with proper planning and close com-
mand attention to the points enumerated, the hazards of fire in field
locations can be properly and thoroughly controlled. I expect to
see these policies in effect during my visits to the field locations
and desire to be briefed on your individual SUP's and implementation
thereof during these visits.

/s/ Orwin C, Talbott
ORWIN C. TAIB"
Major General
Commanding

DISTRIBUION:
A (hod-i) plus
30 - c/s
30 - G3
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DEPARTh-T OF THr. ARMY
Hi1ADQUARr-aS 1ST IUTARTWX UlIISION

APO 96345

AVDB-T i8 December 1968

SLB15CT: Comander's Notes #7, Comand Respnsibility in Air Assault
Operations

-, DISTRIBUTION

1. The most demanding and potentially dangerous method of introducing
troops to the battlefield is the air assault. This method offers very
significant advantages bat demands the utmost professionalism in both
planning and execution. I want to express n, absolute intention to main-
tain the division's traditional highest standards by emphasizing the
resnonsibilities of comnanders at all levels in the executio of 1st In-
fantry Division air assault operations. These rmarks amplify the guidance
given in the Fundamentals of 1st Infantry Division Tactics.

2. In a oT.any sized or smaller air assault the responsibilities of the
company commande in planning -nd execi*Ion include the following:

a. StiLdard troop leading procedures must be followed, to include:
issuing a warning order, performing a reconnaissance, coordinating as
necessary, issuing an order, supervising preparations, and conducting a
rehearsal.

. Planning peculiar to air assault operations requires:

(1) -Reportirg airlift strength to controlling headqurters S3 kc r.

(2) Preparing aircraft loading pians.

(3) Insuring dispersal of key personnel and equipment throughout
The lifts.

(4) Coordinating available fire support.

c. The responsibilities of thecoapany comander in the execution
phase of the air assault we:

(1) To insure uaft meats its pie"-up time.

(2) Insure that ieewrab& of all lifts exit the aircraft on both
sides Amoediately upon touchdown. Aircraft should be on the ground ten
econds at the very mrst.

Incl 22



AVDB-CG 18 Dewber 1968
S1,BJJZT: Counr-mder's &ts i7, Comua.nd Responsibility in A dr Assault

Operations

(3) insure personnel in the first lift ("Christmas Tree") rapidly
assume their respective positions 10-15 maters from touchdown points
facing outward in all directions prespa.-d to return any fire directed at.

the lift ships. The first lift lands in -r.n exted-Ad staggered trail
formation.

() A report of LZ hot or old given to the conviiand and control air-
craft just as soon as possible.

(5) Insure that the five security elements immediately zark the. r
positions with continuous smoke or pan.ls to identify hc )limits of the
secure area for all remaining flights and for fire support mans. Special
care must be taken to insure no fires are started by smoke grenades. For
long "insertions" security element smoke may be discontinued betdeen lifts
rnd reinstituted "on call".

(6) Insure security element marks the touchdown r-int f th., 'ad
3hip of each succeeding flight. Smoke for lead shiT ,
nould be of a different color than that used to mark secu- ._-ments.

.f LZ conditicns permit, all flights except the first will iana in trail
formation within the security elements ("Christmas Tree").

(7) Insure that each platoon rapidly clears the LZ, moves into the
wood line (if available), and occupies its assembly area. It is imper-
ative that dispersion be maintained during this phase of the operatibn
and that there be no delay.

(8) Insure that, as succeeding units move through the security elements,
they mark their forward position with smoke and continue to mark forward
outline with smoke until termination of the assault.

d. If the LZ is "hot" the security elements will be consolidUted in
perimeter on the LZ to permit maximum air and artillery to be tzxpended

:rior to landing additional troops. Comianders must insure they are
-repared to react quickly on the ground and with supporting fires.

3. The responsibilities of the company comiander in an air assault of
,Wo or more Pompanies are the same as that for single company assaults
,cYept that coordination must be made with adjac',nt units.

4. The battalion comander's responsibilities in the conduct of an air
to u.It of a company or smaller size force a,'e also divided into two
nhas 'L

a. In the planning phase standard troop leading procedures are re-
ILired Inclading that planning peculiar to air assault operations. The
,round nision is primary and the basis for all other requirements. The
,verse planning sequence begins with the preparation uf the ground
.ctical plan.

59
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AVDB-CG 18 December 1968
SUBIJCT: Commander's Note #7, Command Xeiponsibility in Air Assault

Operations

Subsequent planning should includet

(1) Assault landing plan which as a minimum should contain: the
timing of the operation, LZ selection (not I nalized until the .cmpletion
of the ground tactical plan), a fire support plan including air strikes &

and TAO air cap, artillery, gunships, and smoke screens.

(2) A movement plan including a 'ight route, orbit area, and sun-
ship escort.

(3) A marshalling plan covering PZ selection, tines, aircraft loads,
number of aircraft, and dispersion of key personnel wd equipment through-
"at. lifts.

(4) Battalion mvat forward "prep card" information to brigade $3
Air. The "prep card" cuonains:

a. Schematic of LZ area including locations of tactical air, artil-
lery, and gunship preparations, orbit area, flight path into and from
LZ, grid reference, and north directional arrow.

b. Location of LZ grid coordinates.

c. Communication data.

1. Frequency and identification of assault unit.

2. Frequency and identification of AO.

3. Frequency and identification of AMf.

. Frequency and identification of FAC.

d. Tactical air support (confirmed).

1. Number of sorties.

2. Ordnance.

e. Sequence of events.

1. Weather decision time.

2. Air strike (start).

3. Air strike (complete).

• I



18 December 1968
SUJ JTa: Corx,,ander's Notes #7, Comnnd Responsibility in Air Assault

Operations

. Artillery preparation (start).

. Artillery preparation (shifts).

6. Gunship preparation.

2. Touchdown.

f. Grid coordinates of orbit area.

g. Grid coordinates of blcting fires.

b. In the assault phase the battalicn commander is responsible for
and controls the air assault and all fires until the ground tactical
conmander (company commander) is on the grund with adequate comunications.
He also closely monitors those items , "-fied in paragraph 2c above.

5. For the conduct of an air assault of a two compary or larger size force,
the battalion commander's responsibilities are again divided into two
phases:

a. The planning phase of air assaults of two or more companies is
basicplly the sane as that for single company assaults except that the
battalion commander must specify coordination between adjacent companies.

b. The a eult phase differs in that when the battalion is com.bted
(two or more companies) the brigade cormmander must be responsible for
planning and controlling the air assault and all supporting fires. He
will retain t,±±s responsibility until the battalion commander is estab-
lishod on the ground with adequate communications. In addition, brigade
commanders approve and/or modify as needed plans submuitted by battalion.
If inadequate time precludes normal battolion plaming, brigade will
accomplish planning steps outlined above. These plans are then forwarded
to division f'jr approval and include the elements of information necessary
to compile the "prep card" ani other planning considerations. Provision
nust be mado for alternate trxget ar ,s in which tactical -ir caps can
be expended if not needed in the LZ area. In the execution phase of any
,air assault, brigade commanders monitor the progress of the o,,eration,
constantly prepared to exploit any development.



AV:1DB-CG 18 Decemiber 1968
SUBJ4~CT: Commander's Notes P7, Corrnand Responsibility in Air Assault

Operations

6. The preceding convients conprise guidance on comrrnd responsibilities
in the planning mnd execution of air assault operations by elements of.
the 1st Infantry Division.A

Isl Orwin C. Talbott
ORMIN C. TALBOTT
11ajor General, USA
Comanding*

DISM IBUTION:
A (Hod-l) plus
50 - ACofS, G3
30 - CofS



DEPARTWM r OF THE ARhI
H.,DDJ(Te.ARS 1ST IiWFAwrRY DIEISIOU

All 96345

i.DB-TF 30 Decerber 1968

SUBJr.P: Commander's Notes ifS, Findin " the !,e=7

* s L D- IBUTION

1. It is a well known military principl, that in order to destroy the
enerV you must first find him. A considerable sum of money, time, and
effort has been expended in developing techniques and equipment which
will locate the encnV. However, the best equipment cannot replace the
individual soldier on thu ground, who has been trained to recognize the
signe of enemy presence .nd the proximity of enemy base camps.

2. As a rule, enomy base camps are located in areas of heavy canopied
jungle and dense undergrowth with a readily available water supply. These
camps are usually accessible by trail and located within two to three
kilometers of the jungle periphery. Some of the specific indicators are:

a. Trails and paths: Aerial reconnaissance is a good method of
detecting trails. Converging trails or trails that lead into but do not
exit a heavily vegetatud area are good indicators of a base camp. Other
signs to look for are single trails branching into smaller trails, grass
beaten down to form a path, and grass beaten down in a circular arua to
form a sleeping position or observation post. The soldier on the ground
can determine the type of activity by examining the trail for footprints,
bicycle tracks, oxcart tracks, etc. The age of the track may be det,'rnined
by checking the color of the broken grass, branches, and leave,- along the
trail. Vegetation wilts quickly and begins to dry after two to four hours
of tropical sun. The hardness of footprints and tracks around muddy or
rxist arias of the trail is another way to determine the age of the track.
The enemy has been known to bury communications wire along the side of
trails so do not overlook this possibility.

b. Cut trees: Cut trees or stumps indicate that a possible base
area nay be within 200 to 500 meters. Often the enemy will attempt to
hide or age the cut by covering it with leaves or rubbing dirt into it.
Snal). trees are usually cut to make fish or animal traps, while larger
trees are used for stor.ge racks .nd bunkers. The enor.y often cuts
blaze marks on trees to mark trails into new base camps or to dusignate
locations of claymores or observation posts inside the camp.
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c. Bunkers or fresh diging: During the construction phase of a.
base camp, the VC spread the soil over a large area. Often the dirt will
be dumped into nearby streams. Detection of these small piles of dirt or
scattered soil indicated possible bunkers or tunnels in the aiea. -The
discovery of bunkers is a sure sign of a base camp. Before getting this
close to the camp you may detect fightin. positions with shallow barso
which indicate possible observation posts or, if in large numbers, possi-
bly. an overnight resting area.

d. inefield and booby trap markers: Although no standard pattern
has been determined, it is known that the VC use markers of some type to
identify locations of wines and booby traps in and near their base camps.
By being alert for the unusual you nay be able to detect some of these
markers. Comon markers consist of sticks, bamboo, leaves, vines, and
stones araanged in vrious patterns. Often the signs will be no more than
a broken branch. In some areas the VC post signs marked with a red "I".
or a skull and cross bones and in some areas have been known to post signs
written in Vietnamese warning of a mined or booy trapped area.

e. Traps and snares: Good indications of. enew lases are the presence
of traps or snares to catch small game. Small fences of interwoven bran-
ches with built-in traps are often located 200 6r 300 meters from the base
camp. Fish traps in streams and ponds are also t be fond fimn 200 to
300 meters from the camp.

f. Other tell-tale signs of VC presence are cooking odors, sounds of
wood chopping, crowing roosters, cackling chickens, barking dogs, cleared
fields of fire, and latrines just outside the perimeter.

3. Tunnel complexes: MNar of the base camps indicators are also located
near tunne3 complexes. The tunnel complex is often a part of the camp
itself. Normally the first characteristic of a tunnel complex is supe"b
camouflage, Entances and exits are concealed, bankers are camc'flaged
_A even within the tunnel complex itself side tumiels are concealed,
hidden trap doors are prevalent, and dead-end tunnels are utilized to con-
fuse the 'searchers. In many instances, the first indication of a tunnel
complex will be fire received from a concealed bunker which might other-
wise have gone undetected. Spoil from the tunnel system is normally dis-
tributed over a wide area, but also ny be left in piles close to an
entrance or exit and covered by natural growth. Trapdoors arc utilized
extensively, both at entrances and exits and inside the tunnel comnlex
itself, concealing side tunnels and intermediate sections of a main tunel.
Trapdoors are of several types and are often boobytrapped, thus extreme
care must be used when searching for a tunnel.

4. Supply cachest

a. Combat experience has shown that supply caches are the life blood
-f the enemy offensive. Without caches the enemy's capability to sustaia
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oporations 19 acriously i-pafred. Zvery effort mist be made to locate and
either destroy or evacuate these supplies. C.ches vary in size as to
thir content, and the unit or operation they support,. They are usually
well concealed or cauouflaged. Accordingly, search operations m=st be
thorough Pd methodical.

b. The use of information provided by PW's and Hoi Chanhs can mater-
aIly assist units in locating caches. Information provided by such
people must always ba considered and, whenever possible, exploited to the
utmost.

c. Caches are normally well concealed, located in the proximity of
transportation routes, and are not placed in a discernible patterns.
Nipa palm trees have been used by the V to store equipment. The
foliage of these trees offers excellent concealment for caches. Natural
and man made anthills have been used as caches for weapons and aimuntion.
A flock of birds in the area is a good indicator that a cache of rice is
nearby. Another comuon practice is burying supplies under the river bark.
The use of probes and nine detectors in locating buried caches has proved
to be effective and should be considered in future search operations.

5. This "Commander's Note" treats some of the indicators you nust always
look for during daily operations. In using these indicators, keep in
nind that they may vary in different areas of the division TAOI, and that
they may be used singly or collectively. Also renerber that these indi-
cators are not all-inclusive. You mist be alert to any and all signs of
the enel's presence. I desire that all comaxders give their persokC.
attention to the use of these signs in locating the enry. Good Hunting!

Is/ Orwin C. Talbott
OROIN C. TALBOTT
W Jor Generel, USA
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