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CONFIDENTIAL
HEADQIAREras, 16T BArriLION (All) (SP) 44TH ARTILLERY

APO San Frincisc-, 96269

AVGLB-C 7 February 1969

SUM3LCT: Operational Report of 1st &Mttalicn (AU) (SP') 44th Artillery
* for Period Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (nI) (M

S'ZL DISTRI3urioa

Sec tiojL1 Gjeratijng: Sinfcn (C)

1. General.

a. The organizational structure of the Battalion is listed in
Inclosure 1.

b. The primary mission of Ghe Battalion ccntinues to be that of
general support, XXIV Corps Vietnam. The Battalion m'intains a limited
capebility of performing its secondary mission of air defense.

c. A map of che DUZ area, representing a portion of the Prea in
which the battalion is deployed, is included as Inclosure 3.

d. The OTILL for Battery G (Searchli,-ht), 29th Artillery is att,-..hed
as Inclosure 4.

2. Intelligence:

a. Primary sources cf intelligence inftrmation were the following:
XXIV Corps periodic intelligence report, 3d Marine Division daily
briefings at Long Hea .nd INTSMIS, ..nd the S2 office of khe Ist Brigade,
5th Mechanized Drivision. 0econdary sources of inform~ation were ?L0V
advisors at Mai Lo, Quang Tri, and 241 ltejiment, 1st A.WVa Division at
Dcng Ha. In addition battery officers and staff officers have success-
fully obtained and passed on infori-.tion pertaining to their loceU
areas of operrtion.

b. Two special intellieence presentations *..ere made to of(ficer3
of the Rattalion. The senior intelli~cnce advisor for Qu ne Tii
Province comvared the indisators which existed prior to lest year's
Tat Offensive with tht.se preoent this year. The C.3 NCO from let Bri~ade,
5th Mechanized Division, discussed enemy units in the Huo-Qu ng Tri area,
their capabilities, and most likely targyets during the Tet season.

e. Tem;neraturos ranged between 60o .,rl 97c during the rcported
period. Rainfall hos been sulprisingly light, far less then expec ted
during the monsoon season. An increase in colds and flu can be attri-
buted to the sharp drops in temnrerature during one to five day rainy
spells. Sweaters and field jackets were found n'ocossary durine the sca,
son, especially in outlying~ areas.

d. Contact has been light but reported enemy movemant has b.;-en
heavy, especially along known infiltration routes iato Base Area 10.
south of quang Tri and in tho mountains. Numerous bunkers one caches
of food and equi-pment have been located throughout the DXZ and mountainous
areas. Therc was occeasional sniper fire along lioute 9 west from DonG
Ham, Route 561 north from Cam Lo, and Route 1 south of Phu IBai. There
has been a sharp' increase in tlhe amount of almmunition found by mine
sweep teams, to include artillery and itortor rounds, Chicom grenades,
and Russian anti-tank mines along Route 1 north of Dong He.

3. Opcrations and Training Activities.

a. Plans: Continue the general support of combat forces in the
area of oerations of XXIV Corps, Vietnam.

F~ O 0i47 DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
691090DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

Inc losure CONFIDENTIAL DOD DIR 5200.10



nVGLB-C CONFIDENTIAL 7 February 1969
SU3JECT: Opcration-i Rci.ort of ist Battalion ACAW) (SP) 44th Artillcry

for Pcriod Ending 31 Jawury 1969, RCS CSIFOR-65, (RI) (U)

b. Historical:

(1) The let Battalion, 44th Artillery fired its millionth rond of
40mm on 29 November 1968.

(2) On 12 January 1969 G Battery 65th Artillery fired its two
millionth .50 caliber rcund.

c. Operations: The Dattalion and elements of Battery G, 65th
Artillery participated in the following area of opcrations through the
dates Indicated.

(1) Kentucky (USO,,C LNov 67 - present (Batteries A,B
and G/65)

(2) Lancaster II (USMC) 1 Nov 67 - 24 Nov 68 - present

(Batteries A,8,C, and G/65)

(3) Fouston (USKC) 28 Feb 68 - present (Battery D)

(4) Nevada Eagle (USA) Apr 68 - present (Batteries D
'Ind G/65)

(5) Nopolean Saline M-,r 68 - 9 Dec 68 (Bitteric A,B,
and 0/65)

(6) Marshall Mountain (USA) 10 Dec 68 - 26 Jan 69 (Battery A)

(7) Scotland II Apr 68 - present (Battery C)

d. Significant Events: During the month of November the Battalion
acquired the use of a helicopter (01-6A) t.ice weekly from 108th Gr, up.
Over the reporting period this helicopter was used in the following
manning: resupply, reconnaissance, and expeditlus delivery of spare
parts and technieal personnel to remote positions. During the quarter
there were two ambushes. On 010940 November 1968 one M42 Duster from
C/i/4, while conducting mine sweep, rece.ived one RPG round at YD0h1566.
The M42 Duster was a combat loss but there were no personnel injuries.
On 251945 November 1968 an M42 Duster from A/I/4,
while travelling between C-2 and C-3, received one RPG and small arms
fire in the vie YD130631. Results were 4 WIA(E) and light damage to
the 1442 Duster.

e. Serious Incidents: On 23 November 1968 the gunner on an M55
.50 was firing a H & I mission at Lance Bridge when the pins that
control the vertical movement of the Quad .50 sheared, When this
happened the tubes depresspd and the weapon fired erratically, a
soldier on guard duty in a binker was wounded fatally by one of the
erratic rounds. Spe-ial emphasis has been placed on inspecting and
replacing these pins.

f. Non-self Destruct Amunition. During the quarter the Battalion
received its first shipment ef non-self destruct ammunition. Cn 15
January 1500 rounds were delivered to A-2 and 1500 rounds to 1-4.
Techniques are being developed to take advantage of the 9000 meter
effective rene of this ammunition. Lack of FDC equipment and trained
personnel precludes the establishment of adequate safety checks to fire
indirect fire. Data for direct fire, however, can be eomputed using a
standard firlag chart with a range-deflection protractor.

g. Armor-Infantry Tactics. Two 442 Dusters from A/I/44 conducted
a reconnaissance in force with a platoon of marines at Con Thien (A4)
to train new crews and marines in armor-infantry tactics. Such training
will continue throughout the next reporting period.

h. Relocation. On 15 December 1968 C/I/44 relocated its headquar-
ters from Camp J.J. Carroll (YD063551) to the Vinh Dai Rock Crusher
site (YD178579) near Cam Lo.
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AVGLB-C 7 F, bru ry 1969
SUBJECT: O. r-tion 1 R,..ort of lot 3 .t-llon (AW) (SP) 44th Art.ll~ry

for Priol Ending 31 J na ry 199, RCS CSFKR-65 (RI) (11)

i. Searchlir;ht and K142 Duster. A searchlight was mounted in a
tower at Gio Linh (A-2) and used in conjunction with an 1442 Duster.
On €he first niyht of employment 17 December 1968 two Dusters fired
appreximately 2700 rounds at a suspect(-d battalion movement and for
interdictory fires, Th- light proved to be useful in illuminating a
point target for direct fire and in illuminating nearby ridge lines to
give a frame of reference for sweeping area coverage.

J. Daily Operaticns. ThL Battalion was engaged in tactical
operations during the reporting feriod (92 days). Hine sweep teams were
escorted daily along RouLe #9 between Dong Ha and Can Lo. Cn the
atternating days security vas provided for sweep teams from Dong Ia to
A-2. B.tteries A and B providid seoarity for these sweeps. Battery C
escorted daily mine sweeis £rcm Elliot Cormnat Base (Rockpile) to YDO79570.
Two 142 Dusters were enrloy;d on .thesei- missions. Battery G/65 escorted
daily convoys from Dong Fa to Vaniergrift Combat Base (LZ Stud) and
from Dong Ha to A-2 utilizing uk to six M55 Quad .50s.

k. Fire Missions. Th.. Battalion fired 14 missions at known enemy
positions with unknown results during the reporting period. Batteries
continued firing harrassing and interlicting fire during the reporting
period. Fire missions with known results are listed in Inclosurc 3.

1. Inclosure 3 lists other sig:aficant activities of the Battalion

and of Battery G, 65th Artillery.

m. At the end of the quarterly period, 31 January 1969, the 3attalion
was tactically deployed as follows:

UNIT LCATIOd UNIT SUPPOATED

HHB/I/ 4 4 Dong Ha 1st Battaj.',,,, /I,t0 At-.i11. I
YD233583

A/l/44 (-) Dona. Ha 3d arine Division
YD2J3583

B/l/44 (-) Dong Ha 3d Marin Division
YD233583

C/l/44 -) Vinh Dai Rock 3d Marine Division
Crusher YD178579

D/l/44 (-) Phu B.1 XXIV Corps
YD875148

G/65 (- Dong H. 3d Marine Division
YD233583

A/I1/44 Con Thion 3d Marin Division

3 Sqds YD113700

A/l/44 C-2 3d Mar-ne Division
1 Sectioa YD132645

A/l/44 Ocean View 3d Mar'ne Dvsion
1 Section YD312732

B/1/44 LZ Sharon 3d Narine 'Division
2 Sections YD330490

B/I/44 LZ Jack 101st Airborne
1 Section YD534316

B/1/44 (juang Tri 3d Marina Division
2 Sections YD311557

3
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vGLB-C CONFIDENTIAL 7 Fbrury 1969
SUBJECT: Cpir .tion-1 Rvport of 1st B':tt.lien (AW)(S?) 44th Artillc;ry

for P,riod Ending 31 J-ntury 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

UNIT LOCATION UNIr SUPPORTED

C/1/44 Vtnd(rgrift 3d Marine Division
2 Sections (Stud)XD993488

C/I/44 Elliot(Rockpilo) 3d Mrino Division
3 Sqds XD983545

D/1/44 Hi Van Pass Ist M-rinc Division
1 Section AT939918

D/1/44 LZ Eagle 101st Airborne
2 Sections YD813167

D/1/44 LZ Birmingh.i 101st Airborne
1 Section YD7081O1

D/1/44 Los Ranos 101st Airborne
1 Sqd 01830001

D/I/44 Hill 88 101st Airborne
I Sqd AU808078

G/65 Phu Bai XIV Corps
2 Sqds Y0893150

G/65 Lance Bridge 101st Airborne
2 Sqds AT884956

G/65 Nuoc Ngot Bridp.a 101st Airborne
1 Sqd Z148010

G/65 Pohl Bridge 101st Airborne
2 Sqds YD755142

G/65 LZ Long 201st Airborne
1 Sqd YD577281

G/65 FB Tomahawk 101st Airborne
1 Sqd ZD115040

m. Days spent in training, movement and operations were as follows:

(1) Training (OJT): 92 days

(2) Training (Roplacement) 12 days

(3) Movement (C/1/44) 6 days

(4) Operations 9 days

o. Chemical. None.

p. Pay War. None.

q. Logistics. During the period the unit has received a stockago
of B558, 40mm, on-self-destruct ammunition. Some of this ammunition
has been fired and found to be satisfactory. A major problem of
insufficient stockage objective at Quang Tri ASP has been solved by an
increase to over 42,000 rounds.

r. Civil Affairs.

(i) On Monday, 2 December 1968, a MEOCAP program was begun in Phu
Lii Hamlet, between Deng Ha and Gio Linh. The battalion surgeon treated
75 to 85 Vietnamese each week with the major cases being skin rashes from
poor sanitary conditions. The MEDC.P continued until the end of January
1969.

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVGLB.C CONFIDENTIAL7 bru ry 1969
SU3JECT: Op.r tion 1 Rc.ort of Ist 3.tt-lion tAW)(SP) 44th Artill,.xy

for P(riod Fading 31 Jnu" ry 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

(2) The Dong Ha Hos,ital w.s completed by th Scabees near ;ha end
of January 3nd will begin operation after the first of February. There
will be three doctors from the 108th Artillery Group, three from Chi-
3d Marine Division and one nurse from Dong Ha village. The Battalion
surgeon will be working in the hospital chree days a week. The hospital
will be equipped to h.ndle only miner surgery and daily sick call.

(3) The Battalion also contin.ues to support the pig.gery at Dai An
Haplet, with edible garbage.

(4) The Battalion's "Project Phung" to rehabilitate and have.
artificial legs fitted for an 8 year old girl and her grandmother was
completed the first week of November. Both Phuong adid her grandmother
ar back at Dong Ha village with their new legs.

s. Awards and Decorations. During the period 1 November 1968 to
31 January 1969, the Battalion anfl attached units sustainod nino battle
casualties, two of whom were killed in action. A total of 75 awards were
presented duriig the reporting period as follews:

(1) Silver Star 1

(2) Bronze Star "V" 1

(3) aCM "V" 1

(4) Soldiers Medal 2

(5) Air Medal 1

(6) Bronze Star 20

(7) ACM 5

(8) Purple Heart 44

t. Religious Activities.

(1) Memorial sarvices were conducted for two memers of our
Battz'.lion who ware killed near Chu Lai. These two men were from
Battery G, 29th Artillery.

(2) During this quarter the Battalion Chaplpin vistcd troons 'n
the following locations: l i V.n P-ss, C-mp E.glc, Los 11,. 1 'UMt l.
Phu Bi, Pohl Bridge, Lance Bridge, Nuoc Nguv-PNig., f ii nh n,
Gio Linh, Con Thian, LZ Sharon, ceifp Rvaua, LZ J-ck, Quang 11'i, Ocean
Viow, A-2, A-4, C-2, and mn:t of the positions in the D'iNang arch
where G/29 has scarchlights.

(3) The scheduled ssrvices in the Battalion have been regular
Sunday Morning services at 0930 hours at the Battalion Chapel, and at
C Battery general protestant services ware held the first and third
Sundays; services were held at D Battery at Phu Bai on the second and
fourth Sundays. Catholic Services were conducted at 1115 hours each
Sunday morning.

u. R and R. Members of this Battalion have been participating in
this program with enthusiasm, as seen by the numerical listin below:

R &R LoeqAln oeb Rece Pr Tg

Sidney 10 13 13
B.ngkok 9 12 21
Hong Kong 8 6 10
Tai'Poi 14 11 8
Ponana 3 2 2

5-
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AVGLB-C 7 F bru ry 1969
SU3JLCT: GO,rtion 1 Report of Ist B tt lion (AW) (SP) 44th Artillry

-for Priod Endinr 31 Jrnu .ry 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

R.. L.tion November December January

Kuala Lumuur 0 1 2
Singapore 3 2 4
Manilla 1 2 0
Rawaii 10 11 17
Tokyo 0 0
WTALS 61 64 71

During this period nineieen personnel enjoyed in-country R&R leaves.

v. Education. Since the first of Novemb,:r 1968 twelve individus
have taken the High School GED tests. Seven individuals have applied
for the College GED tests.

w. Artillery.

(1) Ammunition o.pend .d tactically from 1 November 1968 to 31
January 1969:

(a) 40mm 136,101

(b) .50 calibcr 266,998

(2) Ammunition expended tactically since arrival in Vietnam:

(a) 40mm 1,100,382

(b) .50 caliber 2,021,518

x. Yintenance.

(1) Technical Inspections of vheel and track vehicles revealed
scheduled maintenanco services as well as orerator's maintenance was
not being performed. Battalion Mintenance has established a program
of performing the 2d and 4th quarterly serviceo on all track vehicles
and the annual service on all wheel vehicles. Command emphasis has
been placed on the performance of operatorts maintenance.

(2) The improvement of the work economy and the development of
the demand structure of the Prescribed Load List im;roved the status
of maintenance during the last sixty days of this quarter. Work
economy was achieved when a work bench was built zo aid the clerks in
processing requisitions. This bench put thc work in front of the
clerks and allowed them to complete the payer work in an assembly line
fashion. This enabled the clerks to process twenty-five percent more
requisitions during a normal workday. The demand structure of the PLL
was increased as a direct result of preperation Vy t1,: C ,NI. The
increasc in the efficiency of the operation and th,: increase in demands
raised the status of maintenauice by making more repair parts readily
available in the supply system.

CONFIDENTIAL
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for Period Ending 31 Jinuar' 1969, R'CS CSDrii-65 (RI) (U)

Se¢ti.. .r , Ies.jis rne d:- .afe. n bervm t ons Et nSee mmendtio ns. -- ____" .. .. .-"fl~

1'. Personnel. done.

2. Operntions.

a. Positioning of Autoatic Wlieeons.

(1) OBSERVATION. Autamatic wp,%Icns emolaced to reinforce a defen-
sive perimeter -have often h,,d occupied> bunkers within the primary field
of fire.

(2) EVALUATIONS. ?eedless cnsualties cin Le prevented by insuring
the the Area to the front of autor. tic wep)cns 36 not occu-ied. To plan
to withdraw :.ersonnel behind hd eapor before firng is not an adeounte
solution.

(3Y ECOMILZTD TIC... Suported uni co-m.-niers should be auare of
this poteitial hazard and establish ;poitioning prior i°en es appropriate.

b. Prime Mover for M55 Qu.id .50 )ount.

(1) OBSERVATIO.I. The 21 ton truck being used es the priy. joer
for the M55 Quad .50 mount is overlor, led.

(2) EVALU, i'ION. The weigsht or £he ront, sndbags, a.rau,, l,..
crew, and-section equipment exreeds the rated im,,rovd road capaciLyy
3000 pounds an,, the rated cress counry o'w'rtity by 8(A ,'U'wls.
QuAd .5Os, then, h,,ve no criss country capbi It.y. The .
of the weapons system would be enh'nred by incre .--n. i- e lind ca.'. v
and the cisu poun t ry _,?y.b1iiy of tho prir.e mveyr.

(3) -R,.CC t,'.-.TI0 o The 2. ton t.uck shomld be reyl.tced by a
5 ton truck as a prime mover for the M55 w-d .50mount. An~emergency
MTOE requeqting, t1ris c'Tnxe h. s been submitted by noth,.-r uait. To
incre-se cross country mobility -nd Pnh,.nce flxibility it 1.s ron-1,av1I0d
that four of the tenty-four 1155 qu d .5o) mounts be ,j,,ntd au i'n 1548
-trncked c' rgo c.rrier and tested ror efecLivuess.

e. Log - periodic FM| Antenna.

(l)- OBSRVATIkN. A direction-l anhenna is needed to insure
reli .ble comunicntions between b,-ttery hc,,deu-rtcrs and elements in
remnote locations.

(2) EVALUATIN. Although the M442 Dusters are dispersed ,idely
throughout ICTZ, rl,, commuicstions between the bzttery heodnorters

nd elements in remote areas is feisible, es :ecilly if -, directional
type Pntenno is used ?t the remote lc tion. For the p.st four months
this batt-lion hls tested an antenna in the lbrine inventory with
excel-tion.3ly f-ood results. The antenna is a log - -Priodic ty;e, As-
2236/GRO, m.nuf.-6tured by L01YE :3D ,. 1GCLI:C, LC, 2950 Veter.:ns Memorial
HMzhw.y, Bohomi,-, Long Island, New York. The square shaped antenna,
mounted on its 35 foot mast, was enlaced at Hai Van Pass, north of
D-jNang. Reli ble (ommtmications were m intV.ined with the battery
headquarters at Phu B-i, a linear (list nec of 53 INM. Thn mnufzcturer
states that reliable communications can bn maintained with the MC-12
series radios up to 100 miles and up to 35 miles with the AN/PRC-25
radio. It is recognized that the headquarters antenna needs to be
omni-directional in c-nerl. The advantac of the c*:tcnded range
using only one directional antenna, howevcrt is evident.

(3) RECOMOIDATIO.. The Army should trecure and issue a log-periodic
type antenna. This recommendation has been discussed with signed
officers and will be submitted through appropriate action chanh6ls.

CONFIDENTIAL
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SUBJECT: Oporationi. Report of ist Batt-lion (AW) (SP) 44th Artillery

for Period Ending 31 J 'nwry 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

d. Radio Communications for M42 Duster.

(1) OBSERVATION. The AN/VRC 46 rndio is not adequate for recon-
naissance in force operations i.nd employment of M42 Dusters as a
reaction force.

(2) EVALUATIOJ. HTOE 44-86G authorizes an AN/VRC-47 ra dis for cch
M42 Duster. None Mve been received in the past 3 months. Even the
AN/VRC-47 is in.deqtu'.tc for the above missions, however, since the
following nets must be rerdily avriLablo: h-.ttnlion tactical net,
supported unit not, platoon net, -nd Medivac.

(3) RECO*&;DATION. The RT 524 component of the AN/VRC-47 radio be
repl, ed with ran RT 246. The ten preset ch-nnols on the RT 246, with
pushbutton frequency selection, in conjunction with the additional
receivcr would allow both rapid frequency selection and ability to
monitor a second net. This configuration is standard for tanks. This
recommendation will be included in an HTOE request.

3. Training. None.

4. Intelligence.

a. O3SERVATION. Intelligence gathering is everybody's job. All
possible sources must be contactedo

b. EVALUATION. To rely solely an periodic INTSUMS and daily
briefings by higher headquirters for intelligonce is not adequate.
Frequent visits to headquarters of supported units from battilion level
up have resulted in en increased undarst nfirw, of the gonorn.l situation.
Battery commanders and all staff officers have been encouraged to fre-
quortly contact tho &2 of supported units, nearby MACV advisors and
special forces units for infoiritmion.

c. RE(,O i FIlATION., Units should seek and exploit all potential
sources of ina'ormationr.

5. Logistics.

a. M55 Quad .50 torque tube 4'rive pins.

(1) OBSERVATION. The torque tube drive pins are an essential
link in the elevating system for the M55 Qu.d .50 mount (Rof fig 26,
p. 77, TM 9-i005-209-20P). 1Frequent replacement is required.

(2) EVALUATION. The abovd pins must be checked frequently and
replaced periodically, although the check is not listed in the before
operation check list. A simple check is to push down on one gun.
Excessive denward movement would imply that the pins are broken, allow-
ing the torque tube gear to rotate freely on its shaft. Replacement
of these tapered pins is a simple task, however the direct support
unit must qualify and authorize the battery artillery mechanic to
accomplish the work.

(3) RSCOMLADATION. Froquont inspection and periodic replacement
of the abovo pins must be made. Battery artillery mechanics should
obtain authority to make the replacement.

b. Repair and maintenance of exhaust clamps.

(1) OBSERVATION. The clamps which secure the exhaust stack to the

engine exhaust manifold and exhaust muffler are frequently broken

during the removal.

(2) EVALUATION. Unless repair work is closely supervised mechanics

or crew members may attempt to reuse broken clamls by securing them with
wire. As a result the exhaust stack may break loose during operation,
causing a fire in the engine compartment.

CONFIDENTIAL
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(3) RECOMI.DATIOL. Extreme caution must be used in removing
the clamps to avoid damaging the securing device. Should damage
occur, however, the clamp can be repaired by removing the remaining
parts of the old boltj welding a + X 3 j inch bolt into position an
one side of the clamp, and using a nut to tighten the clamp in positionA

o. Location of M55 Quad a50 mounts in a ton truck.

(1) OBSERVATION The M55 Quad &50 mounts are mounted almobt
directly over the rear wheels of the 4 ton truck used as a prike
mover.

(2) EVALUATTON. The above eonfiguration, as recommended by the Air
Defense School, is designed to allow for the use of the loading winch
to move the mount ontb and off of the truck, If a wrecker or VTR is
utilized to emplace the mount, the load may be more centrally l6csted
and thereby be more evenly distributed.

(3) RECOMLeIDaTION. In locations where wrecker or VTRs are avail-
able the M55 Quad .50 mount should be centrally located in the bed of
of the 4 ton truck.

6. Organization. None.

7. Civic Action.

a. OBSERVATION. On the first visit to Phu Lii Hamlet to establish
a MEDCAP program, presents were c arried for the children.

b. EVALUATION. The presents were given directly to the childrenb
The interpreter explained that the hamlet elders wero displeased with
this manner of giving presents. They yreferred to Mike distribution
themselves.

c. RECOMlNDATION. Although it is a natur&al impulse for American
soldiers to give presents to Vietnamese children, old traditions, local
customs, and desires of village elders must be understood and followed
in giving of presents.

8. Survival, Escape, and Evasion. None.

4 Incls DOUGLAS M. EYE
1. Organization Chart LTC, ADA
2. Significant Events Oomnding

9+. ORLgap

Incl 3 and 4 wd Hq DA

Distribution
2 eys CICUSARPAC
I oys (A, USARV
4 cys CG, XXIV rarps 9
7 cys 00, 108th Arty Gp
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AV- Z-CO (7 Feb 69) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 1st Battalion (AW) (SP) 44th Artillery
for Period Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, 108th Artillery Group, ATN: AVGLC, APO San Francisco
96269, 12 February 1969

TO: Commanding General, XXIV Corps Artillery, ATTR: AVIiAT, APO
San Francisco 96308

1. Concur with recommendatMi.cis in Section 2 with the following commcnts
and exception of paragraph 2(d).

a. Paragraph 2(a). MOIV Corps Artillery has stated as policy that
occupied positions will not bb in the field of fire of automatic weapors.
Also, the supporting command is responsible for informing the supported
unit of the dangers of employment of his weapons.

2. Paragraph 2(d). It is necessary to simultaneously monitor two (2)
frequencies. However, the medivac and platoon nets do not have to be
monitored bat all times. The supported unit should have its own medivac
procedures and the platoon should be able to communicate in the supported
units net.

3. Paragraph 5(a), M55 Quad .50 torque tube drive pins. Concur with all
comments made by the unit concerned. Ariangcments have been made with the
Direct Support Maintenance Unit to provide necessary training to the bat-
tery mechanics concerned in replacement of the torque drive pins. Upon
completion of training, mechanics are then authorized to replace the pins.

4. Inclosure 4: Operational Report Lessons Learned, G Btry, 29th Arty (SLT),
concur with the comments and recommendations made in Section 2 of Inclos-
ure 4.

ROH8RT V. LEE Ji.
Colonel, Field Artillery
Commanding

/0



AVII-ATC (7 Feb 69) 2d Ind

SIBJECT: Operational Report of Ist Battalion (AW) (SF) 44th Artillery
for period ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RL) (U)

Headquarters, XXIV Corps Artillery, ATTN: AVII-ATC, APO Sa~n francisco
96308, 7 February 1969.

TO: Headquarters, X.IV Corps ATTN: AVII-QCTj APO San Francisco 96308

le (U) Concur with comments on 1st indorsement.

2. (U) Concur with comments and recommendations in Section 2 with
additional comments included.

a. Reference item concerning prime mover for 1,55 Quad .50 mount,
page 7, paragraph 2b; concur. This headquarters opposed this same
recommendation on a previous ORLL because of faulty information. The
idea is sound and should be implemented.

b. Reference item concerning log-periodic FM antenna, page 7,
paragraph 2c; concur. The antenna was tested by the Corps Artillery
Signal Section during a seven (7) day period and found to be very
effective in increasing the operating range of the AN/VRC-12 series
radios as well as the dA'/PRC-25; this is due to the highly directional
radiating capabilities of this antenna. The advantage of this antenna
is that retransmission requirements are decreased, which will save
personnel and equipment for other requirements. All units should re-
quest that this antenna be added to their hTOE to complement the RC-292.

c. Reference item concerning 1-55 Quad .50 torque tube drive pins,
-psog 8, paragrnph 5a; loni. w This headquarters concurs in both the
proposal that frequent inspection and periodic replacement of the pins
be made and that the DSU athorize unit artillery mechanics to accomplish
tlhe work. The unit should submit these recommended changes to the
Comijand indicated in Chapter 1, Sectim 1 of TY1 9-1005-209-20PS

d. Reference item concerning the repair and maivtenance of exhaust
clamps, page 8, paragraph 5b; concur. It is an excellent proposal
that care be used in removing the clamp to avoid damaging the securing
device, and in the expedient method of repairing. It appears that a
more favorable clamp should be devised and the unit is encouraged to
submit its ideas on an EIR.

e. Reference item concerning location of M-55 Quad .50 mounts in
21-, ton truck, page 9, paragraph 5c; concur. The wrecker or VTR to

I/



AVII-ATC (7 Feb 69) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 1st Battalion (Ali) (SP) 44th Artillery

for period ending 31 January 1969, mOS CsiOR-65 (RL) (U)

centrally locate the mounts in the bed of the 2 ton trucks rather than
use the local winch method, is a vero sound suggestion,

FOR TIR CA .NDER:

Major, ADA
Adjutant



CONFIDENTIAL

AVII-GCT (7 Feb 69) 3d Ind I4AJ Sanderson/dlp/2506
SUBJECT: Operational Report of ist Battalion (A1W) (SP) 44th Artillery for

Period Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

DA, Headquarters, XXIV Corps, APO 96308 4 APR Mg69

TO: Commanding General, United States Ar:r, Vietnam, APO 96375

1. (U) The ORLL of the ist Battalion, 44th Artillery has been reviewed at HQ, .XIV
Corps and is forwarded in accordance with USARV Reg 525-15.

2. (C) Comments on Section 2: Comnander's Observations, Evaluations and
Recommendations.

a. Reference item concerning positioning of automatic weapons, pbra 2a,
page 7; and 1st Ind, para la. Concur with com.mander's reco-,endation as indorsed
by 108th ;rtillery Group.

b. Reference item concerning prine mover for M455 Quad .50 mcunt, para 2b, pc:ge 7;
and 2d Ind, para 2a. Concur with ccmanderts recommendation as indorsed by X.JV
Corps Artillery.

c. Reference item concerning log - periodic FM antenna, para 2c, page 7;
and 2d Ind, para 2b. Concur with comm-nder's recoamendation as indor..ed by XXIV
Corps Artillery.

d. Reference item concerning radio communications in M442, para 2d, page 8;
and 1st Ind, para 2. Concur with commander's recomnendation as indorsed by 10th
Artillery Group. The correct nomenclature of the desired radio component
configuration is AN/VRC-12.

e. Concur with commander's recommendation at para 4 without further comment.

f. Reference item concerning 155 Quad .50 torque tube drive pins, para 5a,
page 8; 1st Ind, para 3; and 2d Ind, para 2c. Concur with cormnander's recom-
mendation as indorsed by 108th Artillery Group and XXIV Corps Artillery. The
1st Battalion, 44th Artillery will forward this lesson learned to H., WECOA, Roc'
Island Arsenal.

g. Reference item concerning repair and maintenance of exhaust clamps, para
5b, page 8; and 2d Ind, para 2d. Concur with commander's recorinendation as
indorsed by XXIV Corps Artillery. XXIV Corps -rtillery has recommended the 1st
Battalion, 44th Artillery submit an EIR for the exhaust clamps.

h. Reference item location of M55 Quad .50 mounts in 2 g ton truck, para 5c,
page 9; and 2d Ind, para 2e. Concur with commander's recommendation as indorsed by
XXIV Corps Artillery.

i. Reference item concerning civic action, para 7, page 9. Concur. The com-
mander's evaluation and recozmendation demnonstrates the importance of coordinating
with local advisors and hamlet chiefs before conducting civil affairs activities.

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

CONFIDENTIAL DOD DIR S200.10



CONFIDENTIAL

AVII-GCT 4 :P
SUBJECT: Operational Report of ist Battalion ( W) (SP) 44th Artillery for

Period Ending 31 January 1969, ROS CSFOR-65 (Ri) (U)

3. (U) Coaments on Battery G, 29th Artillery GLL (Incl 4):

a. Reference para 1c2(c), delete 3d Brigade, 82d Airborne as one of the
unit's supported by the searchlight battery on 31 January 1969. The 3d
Brigade, 82d Airborne moved to III Corps Tactical Zone closing there on 19
October 1968.

b. Concur with comrader's recommendations, para 2b, 2bIl and 2c without
further comment.

FOR TIM CO101ANDER:

I OPT, AdGC

Asst AG

Copy Furn:
CG, MIV Corps Arty
CO, 108th Arty Gp
Co, 1/44 Arty

/C/
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2 4 APR 1969
AVHGC-DST (7 Feb 69) 4th Ind
SUBJE;CT: Operational Report of Headquarters, Ist Battalion (AW) (SP)

44th Artillery for Period Ending 31 January 1969 (RCS CSFOR-65)
(Ri) (U)

Hb;ADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES AIMY, VlS'NPI i,, APO San Francisco 96375

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Aryp, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the '%erational heport-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 January 1969 from Headquarters, 1st
Battalion (Abv) (SP) 44th Artillery.

2. Comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning Prime hover for 1-155 Quad .50 Mount,
section II, page 7, paragraph 2b(3); 2d Indorsement, paragraph 2a; and
3d Indorsement, paragraph 2b. Concur with recommendation to replace
21-ton trucks with 5-ton trucks as prime movers. This substitution
would enhance the tactical mobility of the 1455 system. Reconnend a
study be conducted in CONJUS to determine the feasibility of utilizing
truck cargo carriers as prime movers.

b. Reference item concerning Log-Periodic FI' Antenna, section I,
page 7, paragraph 2c(3); concur. This headquarters is initiating recon-
mendation to Commanding General, UbALCO to obtain the AS-2236/GRC for
use in RVN.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

C. D. WILSON
ILT, AGC
Assistant Adjutant General

Cy furn:
HQ, 1st bn 44th Arty
HQ, XXIV Corps

A5



I

GPOP-DT (7 Feb 69) 5th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, Ist Bn (AW)(SP), 44th Arty for

Period Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (Ri)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 M WA

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

GE. I L /~

J.,J, AGC
Asst AG

16
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ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

ASSIGNED

HQ & HQ Battery, 1st Battalion (AW) (SP) 44th Artillery

Battery A, 1st Battalion (AW) (SP) 44th Artillery

Battery B, ist Battalion (AW) (SP) 44th Artillery

Battery C, 1st Battalion (AW) (SP) 44th Artillery

Battery D, ist Battalion (AW) (SP) 44th Artillery

ATTACHED

Battery G (Machine Gun), 65th Artillery

Battery G (Searchlight), 29th Artillery

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

Inc 1 1DOD DIR 5200.0
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CONFIDENTIAL
blGNIPICINT F, t'b (C)

010600k1Nov68 D/1/44 Two 8142 Duters supported Co D)/2/327
Afrbcrm Infantry in ;t sweep operation
via AU 625011 for 4 days Expended 4467
rds 40mni. Results unk.

Ob1440fiyov68 G/65 Two i55 Quad .50' s while oscortiez6
UMU co.ivoy to 1-5, rereived eaqn
small arms fire vic vD 091498. Neg
dam or cas. Expended 12U0 rds .50
Caliber at sniper position. Results
unk.

2112OCtiov68 b/1/44 A convoy was ambui-aed while passing
tnrougn the .ai Van Pass. The arbusn
was silenced by 150 rounds of 40mw
fire by an 1-142 ouster locs.ed at li
Van Pass.

23080O"ov68 B/1/44 Four M42 Dusters supported the 1/3
Marines for 3 days in Cordon operation
north of C-I. Results unk.

251945ftNov6b A/1/44 Two f142 Dusteis while enroute to C-3
from 0-2 received eneiv Ri'G and small
arms fire vie Th 130631 , Four "LiVAU

WHA. DaLkie to M42 was light.

2b2210HUov68 A/1/44 Two H;2 Dusters at Ocean View expended
250 rds 40w vic YD 289754 at unk size

NVA foroe. Res'lta - 1 NVA JA confirmed.

281710HOV68 f/1/44 Two M42 Dusters ax JJ Carrll exlendea
137U rds 4()m at susl ". ed eneuv move-
mpnt vie Yb '14)7 anC Yb 059. Resuits
I secondary explosion.

-51Uo30HD6o u/I/44 75 ras counter battery fired by one

M42 buser at JJ Carroll silenc-. a
122=i rocket attack on a Sea Bee work
party on Route 9.

151200hDeo68 0/1/44 Battery Haadquarteis moved from .J
arroll to new location at YD 178579.

27-31 jec 68 C/1/44 Three 1142 buste-s supported a platoon
of marines in a reconnaissance in force
operation in the Mai Lea Area. Recon-

naissance by fire arA interdiction
missions qere fired rasultin& in
eignt eneay KIA.

131830HJan69 1/1/44 LZ Birmingham stopped an attack.
Fifty 75mm shell casings, five 75mm rds,
3 destroyed bunkers, and blood trails
were found. 4Omxi tracers direced an
air strike in the area.

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

/ DOD DIR 5200.10
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