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2, (C) cection 2, Lessons Learned: Cormander's Observations, Evaluntions
and Recormiencdaticng,

a, Pergonncl,
(1) (U) hotational DERCS Huup Month,

(a) OBSERVATION: The Squadron exwerienced a January DEROS hump of
enlisted persomncl ecssigned to the Squadron,

(b) FEVALUALIO: The DEROS hwp was ceaused primarily through an infusion
nrogran with the Tth Squadron, 1lst Air Cavelry, The DERCS of personncl froi
the 7/1st Cav occurr>d within the 1 st week of Jmuary. The infusion prozran
and January DEROS hwin was reduced considerably through conand ermphosis within
the cntire Squadron to offer extensions and explaining the advantages availeble
throurh cxtension, Personal interviews were conducted by all the comimders
and the rcsulis were noted by o sizeablc number of EM extending for six ncnths
or shorter periods of time to toke adventoge of the RAR and 30 day s»ecial
leave policv, and the Army-wide S-months early-out nrogram.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: All units closcly screen personfcl with rotaticnal
dates wathin DEROS hwap months to influence these personmnel to extend and
benefit throvgh extension advantapes.

(d) COiAND ACTION: This progran has been implenented within this
Squadron,

(2) (U) Air Cavelry Squadron Officer Infusion Program.

(2) OBSEPVATION: The 1lst Aviation Brigade initiated a progrom withdin
the coomand for the Lir Cavalry Squadrons! officcrs to be branch material and
cavalry orientced,

(v) EVALUAII®i: The Squadron wes toa‘J(\me 22 officers and warrant
officers with Aviaticn elements within the coinand for like gualified Araer
officers. Branch material positions were filled with Amor officcrs. Tour
officers subiitted requests for brach transfers to the Armor branch to remain
with the Squadron. Most of the officers were transfeied to other aviation
wnits hecause of DERCS hwp months, but were replaced with ncwly assigned
Arnor aviators in-countiry. Six of thesc diverted replacciients have nct
reported to the Squadron, '

(c) RECOMMENDATION: All non-Armor aviators that are to be essigned,
brench irmaterinl, to Cavalry Squadrons be requested to apply fer Branch
transfers before assignment. Renlacements for infused officer personncl
report before departure of presently assignad officer to properly allow for
an overlan period and training cycle,

(a) COoMMAYD ACTL(N: The above recamicndation has heen discussed with 2all

cownanders to insurc it continues to function as described.
FOR oT urT
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(3) (v) Shortege of 4520 Persomnel.

(2) OBSERVATION: A shortege of Armancnt Repairmen, MOS series L5J20,
exists within tlhs Scundron.

(b) EVALUATICH: Since this Squadron beceme equipped with the AH-1G,
several clanpges have been effected., Pilot tronsition is certainly a critical
problen; heouwever, enlisted arnament transition and rcfresher training is
clearly impcrative to insurc the wenpons platoons remain effective, The new
MIOr for the Air Cavalry Troop authorizes turee E-5, four L-lL, and on E=3
in the L5J series M0S. One solution to the problem is te select an intelligent
individual pessessing an MOS uet nesrly so eritical and have him OJT vith the
troop's expericnced armorers. &ftor sixty daws, if the individuzl proves
productive, the cummander can avard the 1,53 MOS., Additionally, the troop
con recuest an allocation for enlisted arncrer refresher training through
the LARTS progran, This one training weelr will completely rouwnd out the
individuells CJ¥ cxnericnces, Thus, within legs than ninety days o fully
trained armement repairnen is produced. In view of the promotion systen
affordcd the troop comaonder by the MICE, ithese scldiers can ve motivated
easily, i.e, begin a tour in PVN &s a JFC and leave as a SP5, If the troop
conuider selechs individunls for the OJF orosrom with DERCS dates about 3
to 5 weeks apart, & c-mtinous Progroil i casily pub into cffcct,

(c) ROCOMMENDATTON: Units with a shortage of L5J persunncl should adopt
a progral such as tue ene described above until thice CONUS replaccments arrive
in sufficicut nwibcrs,

(d) COMI'LD ACTION: This program has been thoroughly discussed with all
counacx:ders, operations oificers, maintenance oificers, and weapons platoon
leaders. Tue results have been satisfactory. Additionally, the program cffords
the commancer flexibility; as the suppiy of uchool trained persennel increased
fraa CONUS, the 0JY nrogram is decreasedi,

b. Operaticus.
(1) (C) Cenvoy escort techniques and eneiry mines,

(a) OBSERVATION: The enewy repeatedly employs riines along the shovlder
of the roads,

(b) EVALUATION: During Novenber, D Troop's ixission consisted of escorting
the daily cenvoys from LZ Marylou te the Polci Xleng CIDG Camp. The convay
foriation congisted of & lead scout jeep with H-60 M3 and radios, & second
scout Jeep withont radios, a command jee), the main body of the couvoy, a
106m1 recoiless rifle jeep, a 50 cal MG gun jeep, an ACLV and finally a rear
scout jeep., The convoy generally noved ot between 15 to 20 MM with « 20
neter interval between vehicles., Initially the straipht line formation wes
used but because of a natwral tendency to move towards the slioulders of the
road, particularily ou curves, two truchs were destroyed during the first few
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days of operations by mines, However, it was determincd that by staggering
the escort jeeps, one on each side of the road, most mines could be located.
The mines in the center of the road are relatively easily detected. By
staggering the escort Jeeps, the scouts can devete their entire attention to
one specific area, namely their respective side of the road and not the

entire road thus increasing the chances of mine detection. Also the escort
comuanding officer has included in his convoy leader briefing that the main
body of the convoy nust stay in the center of the road way as much as possible,
Additionally, the distance between the lead jeeps has been increased to sbout
50 meters to provide for better dust separation and weapons ermloyment areas.
While in a twrn or passing a bank, guners concentrate weapens on the critical
ar-as and the escorts slow their speed to increase observations If the convoy
receives fire, the speed is immediately increased and no vehicle should stop

" unless forced to do so,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: A1l other coavey escort organizations in the central
highlands consider employment of the techniques described above.

(d) COMMAND ACTION: D Troop commender has incorporated the above lessons-
learned inte all troop in-country treining fer replacements.

(2) (€) Artillery Night Progran,

(a) OBSERVATION: The effectiveness of night artillery firing can not be
over emphasized, Recently air cavalry elements have detected several areas
obviously used as enewyy night rest locations. Night artillery H & I fires
have been directed into these areas with imprecsive results.

(b) EVALUATION: Recent Air Cavalry operations, particularily in the DAK
PAYOU valley area, ('C Valley' south of An Khe) have noted several recently
used enermy night locatiens, It was finally determined that when a comparatively
snall enemy unit moves through an area it will generally use the same night
locations ag its predecessors. The night locations are often near rivers where
fish traps can net a quick breakfast for the sngll force. The aeroe-sccuts
discovered the pattern and the liaison officers began to develop a night program
by recording on a seperate map plots of thes¢ night locations ac they were
reported, Additionally the scouts provided a suggested time for the artillery
fire tased on their lmowledge of observed eneryy movement and terrain analysis.
When the daily operaticns were concluded the lieison officer would coordinate
with the srtillery liaison officer and the S-2 to develop the time schedule
for the artillery H & I fires, Generally, the enemy night locations are not
near friendly lecations thus &' and 175m guns are most often employed. Theee
weapons; hewever, are best suitcd for this wissien ag their area coverage is
relatively larger than the smaller muns, Initially the progranm was not success~
ful because the H & I fires were struck at 2300H and O4OOH only, but oy using
the time estimates of the scouts.more impressive resulte were obtained, During
early morning sweeps following the artillery fires the acouts began to discover
fish nets still in position, sleeping mats hastily abandoned, significant :
amounts of enemy equipment ( such as help’*s) remaining in the might locationg,
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plus blcod troils. The aero-rifle platoon has been inserted into these areas
and canfirmed these findings amd has confisceted the equipment,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That other air and ground organizations censider this
artillery night program which appears to add depth to the H & I firing progran.
hdditionslly, suggest that aircraft discoveries of night locations be passed
into the local artillery channels for action. The critical elements of the
program are: ‘the time estimates, pin-point location of targots, ond the sudden
and violent artillery attack with 'fire~-crecker! ammunition or VT,

(d) COMAND ACTION: This lesson-learned has been thoroughly dlscussed
within this coiniond and troops now operatiig in other geographical areas are
now beginning to suggest an artillery nipht program to the supported Infantry
Brigades,

(3) (C) Air Cavalry Employment with IRPs,

(8) OBSERVATION: The employment of an air cavalry force to react amd to
capitalize on information obtained by a LRP term can prove to be a successful
operation,

(b) EVALUATION: While operating in support of Task Forcc Winner, eir
cavalry elements were assigned the mission of reconnoitering a small area and
of insertinp its organic infantry te extract an exteusive rice ceche disceovered
by & LRP team from Caupany E, 20th Infantry (ILRP), Since the 20th Infamtry
controlled the area of eperations (A0) and because their comunder flew in the
cavalry C&C aircraft, clearance to fire could be obtained iimediatelye. Generally,
& IRP tean will operate in an area for five days but only move about nine
kiloeters during this entire time. A teem had discovered the rice caches
located in several small exireiely well-~canouflaped huts in a rather unsecure
area, In view of extensive eneny contact other LRPg had experienced in the
surrounding highlands, the air cavalry scouts provided an extensive recommaiss=
mce to include reconnaissance by fire begimning at first light, then after
fourty-five minutes, the aero-rifle plctoon was inserted with the LRP team who
served as guldes, A general ground suecep of the erea by the force discovered
that the eneiry has cached several times more rice than indicated in original
estimates, The Squadron reactcd to the now findings by nserting an additional
plateon of D Troop. ihe aero-riflc platoon fraa aother air cavalry troop was
also inscricd end the cavalry liaiscen officcr in the supported infamtry
brigode arrarged for one platoon of RFPFs to be inserted, Terrain proved to be
the largest impediment; however, the mero-scouts would direct each plavoen to

lie rice collection atods fram”thc LZ, Additionelly, maxirnm effort was devcted
to the rice collection with a miniimm of security force since the eir scouts
provided most of the security. The scouts slso re-distributed supplics such as
water, shovels, ©nd ricce bezgs to the labor forces after they werce unloanded into
the central 1Z by the slicks, Tho LRPs proved to be tlie key figures in the
entirc operations Only the LRPs lmew the area, the local VIIC and IVA rice
storage techniques, and the local hostile booby-traps. Briefings by tlie IRPs

to the aero-rifle and sero-scout platoons prier to ins@rtion expedited the
entire operatioans

o CONFIDENTIAL
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The following day an aero-rifle platoon was inserted with another IRY
team into a very rugged ravine vhich conteined an WA classroem complex,
The LRPs had located the area previously; but the LEP/Cavalry force was
sble to thoroughly reconnciter and dectroy the classroom complex.

(c) RECOMMENDATICN: 1In view of the increased intelligence gathered fron
the area and the concrete results obtained, it is recommended fubure operations
employing &ir cavalry and LRP teams be considered.

(d) COMMAND ACTION: Both the Squadron S-3 and S-2 have presented these
ideas to the Lth Infantry Division G~-2/G-3 sections,

(L) (C) Pre~mission Briefings.

(a) OBSERV/TION: During the past few months the Squadron has received

" several mission briefings which proved, after the operation had already begun,

to be lacking in many essentizl elements of information needed to conduct the
recomaissaice, <The rcsults of these operations have always been less than
satisfactory.

(b) EVALUATION: During the month of November and into Decerber the
Squadron was called upon to react to several intelligence type targets without
edequate briefing. The normal mission from higher headquarters was to fly to
a given lecatien and contact a comtrolling agency, uwsuclly a brigade, for
details., This agency oftcn would not possess a complete briefing or would
indicate the informatien was teo highly classified to discuss, Hever-the-
less the cavalry would recomnoiter the ares and endeaver to discover something
to justify its emnloyment. Frequently, a negative report would be submitted
to the supported agency. Often the intelligence persomncl receiving the
report were displeased with the results., When questioned concerning eneny
activity in the area, a great deeal of information was obviously known prior
to the missien assignuent,

(c¢) RECOMMENDATION: All supported units endeavor to provide as much
information as possible when scranbling a cenbat force. It is difficult to
search for a given intelligence object if the reconnaiscance element does
not know what it is looking for,

~ (d) CcOMMWTD ACTIOH: Ihe Squadron 5-3 has discustced this situation thore

oughly with Divisien G-3 and the Infantry Brigades. Additionally, the cavalry
liaison officers have been instructed to meke every effert to gein information
for the troop aassigned the missien, ’

(5) (C) Firefly Opevations in the Central Highlands,
(a) OBSERVATION: The Firefly light is effective in the central highlands;

but the results and techniques are slightly different than those used in other
areas.

& CONFIDENTIAL
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(b) mu.wm m dan:hcting aeveral FIREVIY misplane in the
mnmmmm-mmmtumm,mnmmnqtm
proven to be a definite asset. Themultu,hmver,tranthcmplcymnt
of the light in meuntainous srefs chmot be campared to those in IIT or’IV

Corpe, . The following goneral tochniquos of employmont shculd bo considered:

~ Caution must be exercised: vhen using the light in Mily a_mmow

Tho 1ight becomes ineffective at any altitude above 700! AGL.

The hasé and smoke predaminant in the highlands diffused the ldght;
. consequently, the Cobre escert will have to be closer to the targst to see it
. and engage it. . )

Uhenshncting:tni‘xtmingmng\t ﬂnpﬂﬁhuﬂnmproblemas
vhen uping flares or artillery fer 111md.nat1m; i.0. he will shoot short wntil
he adjusts to the available light.

When the 1light is to be twmed off, the Cobre crews must be given adequate
warning, 8s vertigo can be encountered easily when the light is tuwrned off
abruptly. Transition must be made to the instruents until such time that a
horigon is re-esteablished.

The light is dneffective in very heavy jungle; however, it is fairly
successful aleng faint trails and small stresns emcountersd in the highlands,

(c) ERCOMMENDATION: That wnita couducting FIREFLY operetidcus in the
central highlands consider the above mentioned techmiques. ,

(d) COMMAND ACTICH: None required.
ce Training, (C) Quarterly Treining.

(1) OBSERVATI(N: ' Past experience has repeatedly proven that it is very
difficult to accemplish all mandatory troop level training of both the unit
- and the individual scldiers as required by USARV Reg 350=1 for tactical units
mmlmmammconmmmmammm
the day.

(2) EVALUATION: The USARV AGL temn dnr}.ny Novézber noted the deficiency
nentionsd above and recawmended the problen be presented to the hth Infantry
Division G-3 for action,. .Tho Lth Division had encountered a aimilar problen
concerning their line battaliens and had devéleped a 'stand down' program in
which ane battalien at a tine wap rotated to base carp and relieved of all
tactical comdtements for 4 one week peried. The Squadron was. %0 propose
2.5imlar pregran fer the cavalry trocps and O3 approved the +'The results
were ispressive. D Troop insmugurated the progres in ear m. Highlighte
-ﬁh&dﬂgmmwmwm m.xecallass rifls,
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8l mm mortor firing and crew drill, plus refresher maintenance training.
This troop had been unable to maintain proficiency in these areas because

of tactical fire base and convoy security missions near Kontum. A troop, Air
Cavalry, was then relieved of all tactical commitments for one week during
the Christmas period. Highlights of the troop'!'s training included CBR exer-
cises, range firing and squad live firing exercises, repelling, mine and
booby traps detection extensive maintenance refresher training, and addi-
tional aerial gunnery drills for the scout and cobra crews. At the conclu-
sions of this training week the troop had 24 aircraft mission ready with
only one LOH and one slick down. These two, however, required major com-
ponent changes and extensive battle damage repair. C Troop, Air Cavalry,
conducted training from 18 to 24 Dec with similar results.

(3) RECOMMFNDATION: In view of the results accomplished by the
week of training in several cases, it is recommended that the program
continue and other units investigate this method to conduct the required
training.

(4) COMMAND ACTION: Commanders at all levels were pleased with the
results of this training program. They recognized the need, however, to
plan the entire seven day pericd. They are required to publish training
schedules, establish priorities and courses of action.

d. Intelligence.
(1) (C) NVA/VC Company unit tactics

(a) OBSERVATION: After conducting cordon and search operations over
a four month period it was determined that enemy units are often located
1000 to 2000 meters from the village and in wooded areas in close proximity
to trails and stream intersections.

(b) EVALUATION: From the period August through December 1968, A/7/17
conducted over twenty cordon and search operations of villages located in
the Ban Me Thout/Mewal Plantation and Oasis areas. 25% of these operations
resulted in enemy contact in the immediate area of the cordon. No contact
was made in the village; however, valuable documents, information, and some
detainees were obtained. Three of these contacts were with possible com-
pany sized units or larger and the enemy was well dug in. On two occasions
it was noticed that approximately 200 to 500 meters from the main force a
group of 3 to 5 men were located and once detected would move away from the
main force. Five additional smeller enemy engagements during this period
occurred also in close proximity to the viallages; however, these were purely
a result of the area reconnaissance by the aero-scouts accompanying the cordon
force. One characteristic of all these contacts is that they all occurred
within 1000 to 2000 meters of the village in wooded areas and in close prox-
imity to trails and stream intersections. It was further concluded that
the NVA and VC units were dependent on these local villages to varying de-
grees and for varying lengths of time but positioned their base areas scme

distance away from the village to prevent detection by the cordons which had
become a common alli.d tactic in these areas.

5 CONFIDENTIAL
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{c) RECOMMENDATION: That units conduction cordons and search opera-
tions in these areas consider the above lessons learned when planning their
operations. Reactions forces should be used to engage any contacts estab-
lished outside the villages.

(d) COMMAND ACTION: The above lessons-learned have been thoroughly
disseminated within this command and to as many adjacent units as possible.

(2) (C) 1Intelligence briefings.

(a) EVALUATION: The S-2 section recently initiated a system of squad-
ron wide intelligence briefings on a by-monthly basis. The first briefing
was given mainly to the pilots and observers of the Aero-Scout Platoon.

The briefing consisted of an updating of the war effort in Vietnam and includ-
ed the latest in enemy and friendly activity plus political actions. To
instill group interest, training aids were used 1.e., Captured Chicom 51
Caliber AA Gun, photographs of enemy rockets and firing techniques, tanks,
aircraft, captured enemy propaganda films, and charts showing enemy capa-
bilities, habits, strengths, locations, and camouflage techniques. A ques-
tion and answer period followed the presentation in which areas of general
interest were discussed based on the S~2's information from 4th Division
G~2. Additionally, the scout crews discussed various techniques of obser-
vation, gunnery, and observed enemy techniques. The session was extremely
profitable. The briefing was given to maintenance and support personnel of
the squadron the following day to increase their knowledge and understanding
of their importance to the squadron's mission.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That other intelligence agencies investigate the
value of giving intelligence briefings to their units to enlighten personnel
who otherwise would be denied the complete picture of their role in the unit's
mission.

(d) COMMAND ACTION: Troop commanders have repeatedly expressed their
satisfaction with this program. Maximum attendance is easily obtained;
as everyone enjoys the briefings and the discussion period that follows.

e. Logistics.
(1) (U) AH-1G Time Component Changes

(a) OBSERVATION: The Army has a relatively new aircraft in its in-
ventory, the AH-1G. Several instances have occurred in which components
have become defective long before their normal time change.

(b) EVALUATION: Maintenance personnel have found during a 300 hour
inspection of one AH-1G that the main rotor hub grip extension had a crack
1/8" wide and 3" long. On another Cobra a meintenance team found one of the
Ml nozzles cracked though the nozzie's normal time change is 1200 hours.
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During a gun run in turbulent weather south of An Nhe, for a unit in contact,
one Cobra sustained a broken transmission lift link and the wingman's Cobra
had one of its main rotor blades twisted. The blade was meacired and found
to have 5 degrees negative pitch. Neither of these Cobras were over torqued
during the flight.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That all pilots and maintenance personnel exercise
extreme care during 100 hour inspections and check each component for wear
and not overlook it because, under normal conditions, the part is designed
to last longer. Maintenance Officers should submit EIRs whenever possible
and be mindful of trends in local component failures.

(d) COMMAND ACTION: The Squadron Maintenance Officer has insured that
these failures were brought to the attention of all maintenance persomnel and
desires all such future failures to be reported to him to guarantee maximum
dissemination.

(2) (U) New UH-1H maintenance problems

(a) OBSERVATION: During the past few months, several days of aircraft
availability were lost due to bearings working loose on models recently re-
ceived from the factory.

(b) EVALUATION: During the past few months it has been noted by one
Technical Inspector that the bearing (FSN 3110-142-4472 Figure 1-14 Index 22
TM 55-1520-210-35) on the new scissors and sleave assembly is working loose
on all UH-1H aircraft. Initially this deficiency was not detected and caused
considerable damage to adjacent parts in the scissors and sleeve assembly.
On new aircraft, naturally, this bearing is pre-assembled at the factory.
The replacement part must be locally assembled by staking the bearing. The
first loose bearing was detected after 200 hours on the airframe and after
considerable damage had resulted. The second defective bearing was detected
after only 75 hours of operation. In addition to the procedures outlined in
the TM for installation of this bearing, the mechanics recommend metal-
setting the bearings for additional guarantee they will not work loose.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That all units receiving new UH-1H aircraft be
advised that the bearing may work loose. Additionally, that the factory
assembly of this component be checked to guarantee the bearing does not
work loose.

(d) COMMAND ACTION: The Squadron Maintenance Officer has insured all
troop maintenance officers have received this information concerning new
Ui-1Hs.

(3) (U) car-15 for Cobra crews

(a) OBSERVATION: Two trecent incidents involving AH-1G crews have
brought to light a serious lack of weapons for use during emergencies.

(b) EVALUATION: In January an AH-1G made a forced landing due to
fuel contamination in an unsecure area northeast of Pleiku, RVN. Within an
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 7th Armored Squadron, 17th Air

Cavalry for Period Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

hour the organiC infantry platoon was inserted to secure the aircraft and
assist during extraction by CH-47. The crew stated upon recovery that they
felt extremely uneasy defending the site with two 38 caliber pistols.
Additionally, on 15 Jan 69 an AH-1G was shot down, crashed, and burned.
The crew was killed and the acro-rifle platoon recovered their bodies.

The platoon leader made repeated statemeants to the effect that even if the
crew had survived the crash, rescue would have taken over two hours at the
least. He added that the ship had crashed in close proximity to an enemy
bunker complex and armed with two 38 caliber pistols, the crew, unable

to defend themselves, would most likely have been killed by the hostile
force.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That each AH-1G be authorized a CAR-15 for crew
survival. The weapon would be placed behind the rear pilot's seat.

(d) COMMAND ACTION: buring November and December the three Air Cav-
alry Squadrons under lst Aviation Brigade conferred to recommend a standard-
ized MTOE. One change on this MIOE included CAR-15 for the Cobra platoonms.
Additionally, a letter is being prepared to forward through supply channels
to request issue of these weapous based on the need and the MTOE change
pending.

(4) (U) Turn-in procedures.

(a) OBSERVATION: The following requirements are required by the 62nd
Maintenance Battalion for turning in of equipment by this organization:

Must have the item and/or equipment listed on a DA Form 2407 (Work
Order Request) and classified unserviceable.

Must have four (4) copies of DA Form 2404 (Equipment Inspection and
Maintenance Worksheet) completed by technical inspector.

Must have four (4) copies of "Certificate" stating that the equipment
is unserviceable due to fair wear and tear signed by the Property Book
Officer.

Must have four (4) copies of Certificate stating that no parts have
been removed from the equipment being rurned-in and signed by the Property
Book Officer.

(b) EVALUATION. The great amouut of paper work required to turn-in
any given plece of equipment exceeds any requirement that is published in
the AR's and cveates difficulties in turning in equipment .Jdue to the loca-
tion of the unit and the Maintenance Support Unit declaring the equipment
unserviceable. In addition this creates a problem with the operation of the
S-4 in that a great deal of time is required preparing the paper work
and transporting the equipment to the turn-in point without a guarantee of
being returned for additional paperwork.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION. That a policy be established on turn-in proced-
ures and the correct paper work required by the Property Disposal Officer

in accepting unserviceable equijpument.

(d) COMMAND ACTION. The situation has been discussed with higher
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 7th Armored Squadron, 17th Air
Cavalry for Period Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

headquarters in an attempt to find a solution,
(5} (U) Availability of Cleaning Solvent SD 1I,

(a) OBSERVATION. The Squadron has been experiencing difficulties in
obtaining Cleaning Solvent SD II,

(b) EVALUATION. A shortage of Cleaning Solvent SD II has existed in
this area since mid-December, 1968. A requisition for SD II, FSN 6850-
281-1986, was submitted to the 88th S & S Battalion, This product was not
available and another product, Dry Cleaning Solvent FSN 6850-249-8029 was
issued in lieu of the requested item, This produce came with the warning,
“Caution, Strong Solution Use Rubber Gloves", and it is not suitable for
the required use of flushing aircraft engines. A representative of the
Squadron S-4 hand carried a requisition of SD iII, FSN 6850-218-1986, to
Qui Khon Depot and found depot was at zero balance. A subsequent check
of Cam Ranh Depot produced the following results. Contact was made with
the Directorate of Petroleum, Cam Ranh Bay Support Command and the following
informatdon obtained: SD II in an 18 gage drum, FSN 6850-285-8011 replaces
SD II in a 16 gage drum, FSN 6850-281-1986, and that in mid-January 1969
there were some 11,000 drums in the Cam Ranh Bay Depot with some 6,000addi-
tional drums due in that week and that adequate quantities would be trans-
ferred to other depots., To date, there has been no change in availability
of this product in this area,

(c¢) RECOMMENDATION., That information on FSN changes be sent out to
using units and measure be taken to assure quantities of SD II, FSN 6850-285-
8011, be made available.

(d) COMMAND ACTION., Requisitions pending the new FSN are now being
processed.

f. Organization. None.

g. Others,
(1) (U) Civic action vaccination programs,

(a) OBSERVATION: Villagers are reluctant to get vaccinated when
special teams of doctors and nurses come to their villages.

(b) EVALUATION: This quarter two vaccinations were conducted in the
villages of Plei Do and Plie la Lang. Though the people realized the import-
ance and the chiefs consented to the idea, the program was not as success-
ful as anticipated, The second time both villages were vaccinated there
was a noticeable drop in the number of people to be vaccinated. The pos-
sible reason for this drop is that it had only been three weeks since the
first vaccination and the experiences were too vivid in their minds,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Never give more than two drugs in one day and
vaccinate villagers at an interval of at least a month and a half.

1
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(d). COMMAND ACTTON: Steps have been taken to scheduls the vaccinae
tiens apprroximately every six weeks. The medical persomnel are also advig-
ing the DA teams as to the hest times of the year teo vaccinate each drug
to guarantee maximm protection, .

(2) (U) Secure voice in UH-1H

(a) OBSERVATION: Disgemination of informatien concerning installation
of secwe volce dovice KY-28 TSEC has been received in a sporadic menner.

(b) EVALUATION: This command was in the final process of the ZYR and
ZY3 modifications when informatien was disseminated concerning the volume
control wiring modification which was necessary to enable audioc volume con-
dition of the AN/ARC-5L after a KY-28 is installed, This modification was
closely follewed by a reliability modification which prevents the final staze
of the All/ARC-5l from discharging into an open, These modifications have
resulted in eircraft beint woerked on two to throc times to ready them for
KY-26 installation, Neither of the aforemcntioner modifications were
received in the form of a DA MNO but were received as a cormand letter and
cormand messages It 1s reasonable tc asswme that defects of this nature
wwould have beon discevercd during the test and evalwation phase, And that
a standard DA MWO publishad o that the modificatiang could have been a
part of the overall Z¥R or ZIS program.

(c) RECOMYENDATION: Tt is recormended that when defects are located
during test and evalvation, tle coryections be included as a part of over-
all installation program, If the medification te carrect the defect is
not apparent at time of acraeptance of equipment it is recommended.that
information concerning the defects be disseminated to the lower command
echelons and that DA #WO's be published as seon as a modification is devised.

(d) COMMAND: Tho modifications weve performed concurrently and while
the aircraft was dewn forsme other reason whenevor possible, however,
they could have bean more easily performed as & part of the overall ZIR
and ZYS progran,

(3) (U) Use of CF3 Br Firc Extinguishers in AH-18 Aircraft,

(2) OBSERVATION: A recent electrical inflight fire in the AH-14
gircrafft could have become a major accident had the fire extinguisher in
the front scat been vsed.

(b) EVAIVATICN: WUse of the CF3 Br extinguisher in cloded cockpit aire-
craft such as the AH-1¥ will result in inhalation of concentrated gas
which may cause loss of consciousness and permanent lung damage., In
addition CF3 Br is caustic and may cause .eye damage. Tho reasult of ite '
use in an enclooed cockpit would most probably be loos of airoraft contrel,
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SUAJECTs Operatiuinl Leport of Headaiarters, Tth Armored S-undron, 17th Air
Cavalry for Period Eading 51 Jeimery 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (T)

(¢), RECOMMENDATIONs , That CF3 Br fire extimguishers be, removed from
the cockpit arec of the AH-1G and be placed in the forward battery coipart~
ments Also that a nmon-caustic, non-poisonous fire extinguisher be adopted
for use in closed cockpit aircraft. o .

(d) COMMAND ACTTON: The Squadron standsrdization board has required
that all CF3 Br fire extinguishers be removed from the cockpit ard stored in
the battery compartment, ' ' :

() (U) Covmand Emphasis Council,

(a) OBSERVATIONs In past months it was observed that much information
intended for pilots was not filtering down below platoon level,

: (b) EVALUATION: A Couaell composed of the Squadron Commaander and Safety
Officer; the Troop Comiander, Maintenance Officer, and Safety Officer; and the
platoon leacders and safety officers; was formed to iwprove the flow of informa-

tion both up and down the chain of cormand., Comon problems can be discussed
and solutiois develosed with representatives of all interested parties present.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That a Cowncil as described above be formed within
all units experiencing a similar problem.

(d) COMMAND ACTIONs The Council was eotablisched in this command and

will remain in effect, , N
RN Y A
i at7!] Yot

' - ROBERT M. REUTER
5 Incl ' LTC, AR
as : Cormanding
Incl 2, 3, 4, wd Hq DA
DISTRIBUTIONS , :
2 CLCTSARPAC, AT7M: GPOP-DT, APO 96558
3 CG, USARV, ATTd: AWICC-DST, APO 96375
2 CC, Lot Ava Bde, ATT:Is AVBA-MH, APO 96384
7 CO, 17th CAG, ATTNs AVGD-SC, APO 9620

TIFO COPILSs

€3, Lth Inf Div, Camp Enari, APO 96262

CO, 52 CAB, Pleilu, APO 96318

€0, 7th Scn. Int Cav, Vinh Long, APO 96357
GO, Lot Sqdiy JUu w.e, oo wne Yinh, APO 96490
0, 2ud Sqad, 17th Cav, Ilue, are 34343

¢o, ird Bcdn, 17th Cav, Di An, APO 3‘3)!&.
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| CONFIDENTIAL

A7TBACB-SC (12 Peb 69) 1st Ind '

SUBJECT: Operational Report of Beadqmrtoro 'hh "Armored Squadron,
17th Air Cavalry for Period hding 31 Januery 1969, RCS
CSPOR-65 (Rl) (u)

Headquarters, 17th canbat Aviation Group, AFO 96240 24 nbruary 1969

T0: Department of The Army (ACSFOR, DA), waahington D.C. 20310 .
‘Commanding General, I Field Force Vistnam, AP0, 96350
(‘mnaggizg O.fficer, '7/17th Air Cavalry sqmdron, Dragon Mountain
APO 96262

1. (U) This headquarters has revieved tho attached report, considers
it to be adequate, and concurs with ﬂze contents as stated except as
indicated below. .

2, (C) The following comments and recommendations dre submitted:

a8, Section 1, Operations: Significant activities. This section
is historical in nature and should be in marrative form, Lengthy,
detailed statistical data would be more properly placed as inclosures
to the basic report.

b, Section 2, lessons Learnsd: Commander's Obeervations, Evaluat-
1ona and Recommendations.

(1) Paragraph 2a (1), Rotational DEROS Fump Month, page 21.
Concur: Oommand emplasis at all 1m1- 1s exercised to minimize
future DEROS humps.

(2) Paragraph 2a (2), Air Cavalry Squadron Infusion Program, page
21, Concur: Sufficient branch oriented officers are available to f£il1
positions in the Air Cavalry Squadron, Jwery effort is made at this
headquarters to assign only branch qualiffed officers to the Cavalry
Squadron. Occasionally incountry armor qualified arrivals are in-
adequate to cover losses and non-armay mel are assigned to meet
critical shortages. These persons be subsequently infused out
of the Squadron in order to give preferemse to armor qualified officers.
Complete overlap is impossible for all crganisations involved, however
the program is monitored and impact 2 $wy positions minimised when
replacement flow porm.ttl. ,

(3) Paragraph 2(a) (3), Shartage of 45720 Personnel, pege 22,
Concur: There exsist & Group wide showtage of 45J2°porlonnﬂ OJT
of selscted individuals is standard prestios Shroughout the group.

(4) Paragraph 2b (1), cgmoy Esoert Twohniques and Enexy Minses,
page 22. Comour: Reochmend this Mhmttothntmuon
of othor units responaible for convoy eseert.

(5) Paragraph 2b (2), Artillery Program, page 23, Comewrs

ﬁooolnnd this lesson learned ho ted o othlr whtl‘ W o
for considerations. DOVNGIADED AT 3 VEAR IIIIVMS
CONFIDENTIM. , DECLASSIRED AFTER 12 YEARS.
' 00D DR 5200.10
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVBACB=SC (12 Feb 69) 13t Ind 24 Fed &

SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 7th Armored Squadron,

17th Alr Cavalry for Period Ending 31 January 1969
CSFOR-65 (R1) ~ (1) ’

(6) Paragraph 2b (3), Air Cavalry Bmployrent with LRFs, page 2.
Concur: Recommend this lesson learn be disseminated to other aviation
groupe for consideration,

(7) recegrzph 2b (4), Pre - lissiv. Hriefings, page 25, Concur:
Complete and detailed pre - mission briefings are SOP at all levels,
Occasionally, the urgency of a =iasion precludes fuce to face brief-

ings in which case as much detail as can be discreetly obtained is
received by radio.

(8) FParagriph 2b (5), Firefly Operations in the Central Highlands,
page 25, Concur: Operational techniques peculiar to the highlands are
- included in Sops and initial incountry training, Subordinate units
are glven the flexibility of developing special tecanicues unique to
their area of operations. Lescons learned by one unit are disseuminated to
others for consideration,

(9) Paragraph 2c, Juarterly Training, page 26. Concur: USARV
Regulation 350-1 requires, operational commitments permitting, major
subordinate commanders to schedule each maneuver batt~lion and
reconnaissance unit for one week of refresher training every three months,

(10) Faragraph 2(d) (1), NVA/VA Company Unit Tactics, page 27.
Concur: Command action considered adequate.

(11) Paragraph 2(d) (2), Intelligence Briefings, page 28. Concur:
Lessons learned will be disseminated to ecubordinate units,

(1<) Paragraph 2(s) (1), AR-1G Time Conponent Changes, page 28.
Concur: This group has initiated a maintenance test flight course thct
includes training in very detailed pre=flight procedures,

(13) Paragraph 2(e) (2), New UH~1H Maintenance Problems, page 29.
Concur: EIRs have been submitted, and subordinate units alerted to this
_problem, Recommend country wide dissemination, -

(14) Paragraph 2(e) (3), CAR=15 for Cobra Crews, page 29. Concur:
These weapons were previously requested by another unit utiliszing AH-1G
helicopters. The reply from US/°V ptated that the CAR-15 was an LNSURE
iten and has been adopted as a standard item of equipment and a BOI
has been developed. However, the UBARV Gw further advised that the
weapons are not in production because of increased erphasis on production
of the M-16 Rifle,

(15) Paragraph 2(e) (4), Tuarn in Procedures, pege 30. GConocur:
Reporting unit has been ask to submit a command letter outlining -
detalls so that appropriate action may be initiated.

15
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AVBACB-SC (12 Fed 69) 1st Ind 2 Peb 69
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 7th Arnored Squadron,
' 17th Air Cavalry for Period Ending 31 January 136y, i«(C:
(SFOh=65 (/1) (U) .

(16) Paragraph 2(e) (5), Availability of Cleaning Selvent SD II,
page 31, Concur: This headquarters has initiated action to determine
availability, and means of obtaining proper cleaning sol\'rent. °

(17) Paragraph 2(g) (1), Giv:lc Action Vaccination Prosvrams,
page 31. Vonowr. ]

(18) Paragraph 2(g) (2), Secure Voice in UH-1H, page 32. Concur:
Unit his been requested to subtmitt EIR.

(19) Paragraph 2(g) (3), Use of CPj Br Fire Extinguishers in
AH=1G Aircraft, page 32. Concur: This procedure was recommended by
AH-1G NETT and is being complied with by units of this command.

(20) Paragraph 2(g) (4), Command Emphasis Council, page 33.
Concur: ' Various techniques are used by subordinate units to
disseminate information to the lowest lsvel. This approach will be
passed to all units,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

MARC L. TUMAS
CPT, ADA
Ad jutaph
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AVPA-Q6-OT (12.7b 69) 24 . -
"' T%b Adr Cevalsy mmua'uun’sumqtss,m
M (zt) (W)

DA, Nesdquarters, I Field Pedee Vistaan, APO 96350 6 MAR 1968 _
70: Cemmanding Genersl, mtmtmmgm AP0 96388

(v) mwnmmrmmuumnpmm»mumh
its comtent as indersed,

(B, BML

ARTHUR B. BUSBEY,
Colonel,, AGC
MJjutant General

Cy furns
17th Cbt Ava Gp
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AVBAGC-O (10 Feb 69) 34 Ind

SUBJECT: Opemational Beport of Headquarters, 7th Armored Squadron,
17th Air Cavalry for Period Ending 31 January 1969, RCS
C8FOR-65 (R1) (U)

DA, EEADQUARTERS, 18T AVIATION BRIGADE, APO 96384 17 MAR 1969

THRU: Commanding General, United Btates Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHIC-DST,
APO 96375
Commander-in-Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTNs GPOP-(T,
APO 96558

703 Asaistant Chief of Staff for Force Devolopmnt, Department of the
' Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

1. This Headquarters has reviewed this report, considers it to be adequate
and concurs with the contents as indorsed, except as moted delow.

2. The following additional comments are considered pertinent:

. &, Paragmph 2b(1), Page 22; Information will be disseminated to
all units for their consideration.

be Paregraph 2b(2), Page 231 Information will be disseminated to
all units for their oonsideration.

¢. Paragmph 2b(3), Page 241 Information will be disseminated to
all units for their oonsideration.

d. Paragraph 2b(5), Page 25s Information will be dissemimated to
all units for their considerstion.

e. Paragmph 2e(1), Page 283 Concur with recommendations as stated.

f. Paragmph 2e¢(2), Page 291 Concur. Also recommend a closer
inspection of these bearings during daily inspeotion.

g. Paragraph 2e(3), Page 291 Conour. Recommendation for authorizing
1 each CAR-15 for each AH-1G Cobre has veen inoorporated in a proposed
MIOE whioh is being staffod at this time.

h. Paragraph 2e¢(4), Page 303 Turn-in procedures appear valid.
Disoussion with CPT Goulding, 1st log Cmd, indicates that DSU's publish
their own extermal 80P's, It is recommended that a copy of the DSU
External SOP be procured by the organisation and used as a guide for
establishinz a more expeditious and standard polioy for processing-um-
servicsable equipment for turn-in. The 2407 must be prepared at the re-
quaesting unit level. The equipment must be technically inspeoted by a
qualified TI either at the unit or DSU. If the DSU requires a separate
attached certificate for the serviceability and cannibalisation, suggest
organigation preprint ocertifioate form leaving dlank spaces for spplicable
entries.
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AVBAGC-0 :

SUBJECTs Operstional Repert of Headquarters, 7th Armored Squadron,
17¢h Air Cavalry for Period Ending 31 Janmry 1969, RCS
CSPOR-65 (R1) (U)

i. Paragraph 2¢(5), Page 311 Btatement pertaining tc the availability
of oleaning solvent S8DII is valid. Pexr foneoon between CW2 Bmith and LT
Desollar, ICCV Commodity Manager for package POL products, up-to-date
standard Federmsl Stock Numbers will be published in the next ICCV Newsletter.

Jo Paragraph 2g(2), Page 321 Concur. The procedures outlined are
exactly as actually transpired with the 3YR - BYB modifiocation. As each
nev modification was approved, it was included with subsequent aircraft
modification.

k. Paragraph 2g(3), Page 323 Conmcur. At this time there is no safe-
proof fire extinguisher in the Army inventory that would preclude hazards
to the pilot in a oclosed oockpit such as the AH-1G. Normally, electrical
fires in the oockpit are self containing. The AH-1G Training Team has
requested that a modification be made for the fire extinguisher to be in-

stalled outside the oockpit. .
M
L
y AG

FOR THE COMMANDERS
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AVHGC-DST (10 Peb 69) 4th Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 7th Armored Squadron,
17th §ir Cavalry for Period Ending 31 Janmary 1969, RCS
CSPOR-65 (R1) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, me; APO Sgn Francisco 963759 1 MAR 1969

T0: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, .
APO 96558 | , |

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operstiomal Report-lessons Learned
for the guartorly period ending 31 January 1969 from Headquarters, 7th
Armored Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry.. .

2. Comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning AH-1G Time Component Changes, page 28,
paragraph 2¢(1) and indorsements; concur with recomendations as stated.

b.. Reference item concerning New UH-1H maintenance problems, page 29,
paragraph 2¢(2) and indorsements; concur. Action taken by the 17th Combat
Aviation Group to insure that Equipment Improvement Recommendations (EIR's)
have been submitted should remedy this problem. The recosmendation has
been forwarded to the 34th General Support Group for inclusion in their
maintenance newsletter. :

-

FOR THE COMMANDER:

C. 0. WLSON
1UT, AGC
oy fur Assistant Adjutant Generel
n:
7/17th ACS

1st Avn Bde




GPOP-DT (10 Peb 69) 5th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of dQ, 7th Armored Squadron, 17th Air Cav
for Period Ending 21 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APC San Francisco 96558 11 APR 1969 »

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

Gyt~

C. L. SHORIT
CPT, AGC
AG

R/




CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE AR
H-ADQUARTERS, 7TH ARMORED S(UADROI, 17TH AIR CAVALRY
APO San Francisco 96262

AVGD-G , 5 December 1963
SUJECTs Combat Operations After Action Report for Dead EndeToll Road (C)

1. (U) JAME AID TYPE OF OP:RATION: Lth Infantry Division Operation
DEAD END~TOLL 10AD, Search and Destroye

2. (U) DATES OF OPERATION: 1k Nov 68 =~ 1 Dec 60,

3. (U) LOCATION: Map, Vietman Series L70ll, 1:150,000, Sheets 6346 I
and II, 6L37 I and 11, 6438 II, 6536 III and IV, 6538 IIT. Area west
of Polei {leng in the Plel Trop Valley. See attached map for general
outline of the area,

he (C) COLMAND AWD COHTROL iEADQUARTERS:

as Operation DEAD END - TOLL ROAD was controlled by the Det D=2l
Special Forces under LTC Marcuis and the 2d Infantry rigade under COL
iHeChrystal,

be The 7/17th Cav was commanded by LTC Lobert M. Reuter. A~Troop
was commanded by HAJ William T, Glover. C-Troop vas commanded by liAJ
Robert We Froste. D-Troop was commanded by CPT Lewis M. Henneasye. The
primary coordinator was the Squadron Operations Officer, MAJ Richard H,
Harshall.

5« (C) TITELLIGENCE:

a2, The Plei Trap road was first observed on 17 February 1963
by a Lth Division FAC and the road showed signs of heavy recent use
until it was successfully interdected by causing land slides across
the road on 6 April 1960, During the period of use, alrcraft employed
against the road received intenac anti-aircraft fire from positions
located along the road with the heaviest concentration of positions
being in the junction of the NS Plei Trap rocd and the northern most
eastern extension. The anti~aircraft fire received in this area was
jdentified as 12,7 mm, 14.5mm, 23mm and 37mm &nd described by Air
Force pilots as being as intense as any received in North Vietnam.

be The southwest monsoon precluded the enemyts attemps to repair
or reopen the roand; however, at the end of the monso ns the road began
showing signs of repair and usec by foot traffice Upon detecting this
activity, reconnaiscance was increased and on 27 October a Headhunter
gircraft observed tracks of a 3/4 ton vehical from Cambodian border
to YA 746959, 12 kilometers south of the roads entry point into RWN,

AR DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
Incle 1 CONFIDENTIAL DOD DIR 5200.10
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The road shaired heavy and constant wehicular usec fram tho berder to a
point 4O kilometers south alomg the extansion weat of the Dak Hodrai-

Nem Sathary Rivers Oh 6 November a recomnaissance aireraft sighted a
convoy of twenty-ane trucks and four tanks, three kilometers south of

the road entry into South Vietnam. Airstrikes vere employed on the éth
and 7th with seven secondary explosions, A LiP vas inserted op 7 iovember,
ninstesn (19) kilometers south of the roads entry point. The team
observed signs of heoavy use, a bridge capable of supporting heavy

vehiclar traffic, end bunkers spaced irregularly along both sides of the
roade The LIP team also reported several trail markings, camp sighta,
mmerous pull off points and truck parks capable of handling dxr vehicles.
On 11 Novomber another LRP patrol was inserted into the area. This team
obeerved evidence of heavy use of wvehicles and tanks. The IRP heard
movemont and what sounded like tanks being started and driving in the arca,
Joth IRP tcams were reinserted on 1 November to take pictures of the
read. On 15 Hovember the team was extracted. The extraction aircraft
received heavy ground fire from threc sides of the 1Z. The 2d IRP team
made cantact with 2 NVA and were extracted with nogative casualites.

The aireraft received ground fire from all sides of the L2.

c¢. VR, Red ilazo, and APD sensinge indicatod tho presents of a large
force locatcd along the roade MNo unit identification was achieved, It
was the opinion of the LRP team that the VA were practicing maximm
security and were vell supplied.

6 o (C) T SSTIONS

a. The mission of the Det B.-2L, 5th Spccial Forcos was to conduct
operations in the assignod A/0, to interdict roads and infiltration
routes, Scarch and Destroy enemy positions, and seize a possible POV Camp,

be Tho mission of the 2d Infantry Irirade was to support operations
of CIDG elements in the Plel Trop Valley; to prepare to reinfarce or
react for these forces; and to assume control of the operation when U.S.
troops are comiaitted to maneuver.

ce Tho mission o the 17th Cavalry was to support air insertioms
of 1/12th Infantry Dattalion as directed, to perform VR and support
missions for CIDG operations as directed, and to provide D/7/17 as
security for L2 Mary Lou and for convoy cowver to Polei Kleng. '

T« (C) CCNCEPT OF OPERATION: Detachment B~2li supported by clements of
the Lth Infantry Division including the 7/17th Cav conducted operations
along the Hew Plel Trop road to locate ~nd destroy the enemy road neiwoike
AA positions, bunkor complexes, storage areas, equipment and troop
concentrations. Artillery, TAC Air, ARC-LIGIT strikes, and gunships will
be employed. Description of the road in ref c, Annex A, App 1 above.

Co (0) EEBCUTION

2e 1l iiovember 1968 DeTroop convoyed from Lase Camp to LZ Mary
Lou (2A 228 033) to provide perimeter security.

b. 16 November 1968 D-Troop started providing convoy security
+etween LZ Mary Lou and Polei Kleng (ZA 0393).
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ce 21 ilovember 1968 17th Cav jump CP established at LZ Swinger
(YA 033 960) by CFT Doyd plus CP cstablished at 12 Mary Lou by SGT
Shields vho vas latoer joined by 1LT Eing,

do 22 Movcmber 1968 C«Troop VR'd arcas SV of Dak To in Plei Trap
Valley. Ci2 llason obscrved onc tank and two trucks. One IC'. took a hite
Tho primary mission for CeTroop did not include operation DEAD END-TOLL
4D only o ODA for an ARC-LIGHT put into that arca.

ce 23 Hovember 1960 After a delay duc to the high winds in the
A/D, the operation was declarcd a GO, Final bricfings were receivod
and passod to the troops invelved: A & C/7/17 and D/1/10.

fo 24 November 1960 The initiz1 Viis for the operation began with
C=Troops A/0 inclvding the southern part of the road, A-Troops A/0
includirg the northorn part of the road plus the juction, and D-Troops
A/0 just to the east of C=Troops with the additional duty of escorting
initial insertions. There were a total of 26 spot reports submitted
from throaghout thec vailey which included sighting and marking at least
10 tunnels, LO bunkers, 4 bridges strong enough to support a 3 ton
truck, several trails arcund the road, many AA pogitions, a destroyed 2
ton truck, numorous foxhoies, numerous truck und motor cycle trackse
Severzl air sirikes were enployed. Additionally, hostile fire was
rccelved twice and returned. One individual was seen and token under
fire with unknown resulte. Jverall it was an cxcellent day. The
Division had up to ths date anly IRPs on the road and this day's activities
represented the first extensive aerial reconnaissance by cavalry elements.
The results were listed in an unusually long 2d Bde INSUM for that evening.

g. 25 November 1968 The maneuver portion of the operation began
with initial air assaults into LZ Mary (YA 784 917) and LZ Susan (YB 743
041). The Cav troops conducted VR's in the immediate areas of friendly
insertions and reported only old bunker locations. A-Troop extracted
a LRP and one A-Trp LOH had to be slung to base camp because of fuel
problems.

he 26 Hovember 1963 The cavalry £/0s werc again along the road
and numerous spot. reports were recorded which included over 20 huts,
a camouflaged vehicle, a box of Soviet THT in %1b blocks, numerous
carmand bunkers, bunkers along the road every 501, A-Troop reacted
to heavy Snoopy readings with neg results. One CIDG company made gun
runs were put iro the area until coutact was broken. One small
seccondary oxplogion was ieccirded from an air strike. C-Troop received
fire twices The Squdron C&C dusted-off 2 WA CIDG, one of which later
died.

i. 27 Yovember 1963 A=Troop reported into an A/O ncar the Plei
Trap Vally, however at 0930 they received a mission change and reported
to the 3rd Dde at the Oasise C-Troop supported CIDG ground moves up
the valley, Vi'd arcas and reported no new findingse The troop
assisted in the direction of several air strikes.

LY
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Jo 20 November 1968 C«Troop was unable jo axter thé jO nesr Flei
Trap Valley until 1300 when they moved to covey an ofe Early
-4n the afternoon they received a mission change to strike an enemy

force near Flei Mronge Neg aignilicant results in the A/0.

ke 29 November 1968 C-Troop worked the Plei Trap Valley aud VR*d
with neg unusual results until noon when they moved farther north along
the road to check out intelligence reports that two enemy regiments were
in the area. Nothing was found except several new huts with surronding
foxholege At 1000, C-Troop covered the extraction of a captuped French
uMkO .

1, 30 November 1960 CoIrovop returned to the Flei Trap Valley and
aided in an extraction from 12s Turkey and Susan and an insertion into L2
Mile High (YA 936 933). There were four spot reports submitted which
included several older AA positions and 2 platoon sised unit night locationse

me 1 December 1968 A=Troop retwrned to the Plei Trap A/0 and reported .
a tunnel entrance with complementary huts, a new road and series of trailoe
The Squadron wae rcleased at 1200 from the operation. At 1345 CPT Boyd
terminated the jump CP at L2 Swinger. The general and tactical support
provided by the Squadron terminated also at this time. I/7/17 remained
on I2 Mary lou until 6 December 1968, ‘

9¢ (C) RESULTS: Operation DEAD END-TOLL ROAD resulted in one 300m lang
abatis, consisting of forty-seven trees felled across the road, some of
which werc two to three fect in diameter. Two aide hill chts were blown
cauging landslides covering the road in two places. Two large craters
20X35X20 feet were also made along the road. A total of sixteen corduroyed
bridgea and 159 bunkers were destroyed along with eix mortar positionse

10, (C) AIMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: Supply, maintenance, and commumnication
caused no problems, but were quite satisfactory throughout the operatione
Beth Atr Cav Troops returned each night for maintennnce:ars! fuile Two
forward TOCs were maintained and always' were in constant commmication
via high frequency radio and FM radio with each othere

11, (C) SPECIAL EQUIPMENT AND TECHNIQUES: Snoopy was used scveral times
in conjunction with our Air Cav Troops which employced CS upon finding ®heavy"
readings from Snoopye This method worked very well, but results were negative.

12, (U) REFERENCES:
ae lLth Infantry Division OPLRD 2468, ,(nmn END-TOLL no;n) SECRET
‘be 24 Infonbey Drigede ORCRD 1768, (IED ENT-70LL BOAD), 10 Wew 60,
,.c. DET Dw2ly, 5th SFGA OPORDs OPERATION TOLL ROAD, 18 Nev 68.

= 5. = m
D o/ /T
ROUERT M. REUTER ,
I1C, AR |

a5 Commanding
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' DEP\RTIETT OF THE ARMY
HFADGULITERS, 7TH ARHORED SQUADROY, 17TH AIR cmmx
APO Spn Francicco 96262

-3 | | hm:y 2969

SUBJECT: Test of 2.75 Rocket ac an Armor Defeating Hundtions. .

le GEITL‘FLAL:

ae The Tth Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry hac a secondary mission of
employing organic armed helicopters in the rele of an sntitank fercee

b. This unit eamhanged the UH-1C Huey helicopters for the AHe1G
Cobra helicopters, which required a change from the SS-l1 weapons
system to the 2.75" rocket system as an anti-tank defense systen.

co Mo immediate current dats was available to define the 2.75 rocket
ac an gnti-tanl: defense systeno, Therefore, an actual flring test was
plamned and conducted by this unit.
2. TESTS

ae Day and night firing exercises were conducted using the AH=1G

Cobra firing He438, 17 1bs proxinity fuse (VT), and H-490, 10 lbgs point

detonating fuse (TD), warheads at four point targets consisting of thrce
non~salvageable APCs end onc French armored reconaissance car. These
targets were approximately 250 meters apart in both open terrain covered
with trees,

be The firing exercises were broken down into six basic exercises
as follows:

EXERCISE TYPE FIRE TARCET RANGE  ALTITUDE REMARKS

1 Low level  1200-3000n  25~100ft  Pop up
2 Jormal anrle 1200-3000n 2000£t Hornal fire
25=35degrees .
3 Hish angle  1000-2000n above 3000t
35-60degrees
L Low level  1200-3000n 25-100ft  Fire thru trees
5 flormnl angle 1200~3000n1 ~ 2000f% Mre thru trecc
6 igh angle 100-2000n ~ above3000ft Fire thru trece

ce The targets were acquired from property disposal at Qui Depot,
transported to Cam> Enari on low beys, and then transperted teo the firing
area by a CH-SL helicopter.

. ds Approximately 300 17 1b HE, (VI) ard approximately 250 10 1b
Head, (PD) warheed were fired during the test.

| DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
ab DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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3. TEST RESULTS: i

a. The 10 1b HEAT, PD fuse, proved to be an effective armor defeating
munitions. This warhead penetrated armor, blew off accessories which
would have wounded ground personnel, created fragmentation effect with-
in the vehicles, and blew large pieces of armor as far as 50 meters from
the target area.

b. The 17 lb, HE, (VT) fuse, warhead produced minimal damage to
the armor vehicles and indications were that personnel exposed, both ground
and crew would have been killed or wounded. Direct hits did not penetrate
the APCs.

c. The best technique of fire proved to be the normal dive angle,
firing a minimum of four pairs of rockets. This method produced at least
one direct hit per firing aircraft and maximum area coverage. Although
the low level popup method of attack furnished the least exposure time,
it 1s a less accurate method of attack.

d. Night firing, using the firefly aircraft to pinpoint and illuminate
targets, proved to be within the capability of this unit toé conduct night
attacks upon armored vehicles. Haze and terrain contributed to less firing
accuracy than daylight attacks.

4. CONCLUSION:

a. The 2.75" HEAT warhead with PD fuse is an effective armor-
defeating munitions.

b. The best method of attack is normal angle, firing approximately
four pairs of rockets each time.

c¢. The 17 1b HEAT warhead with PD fuse will be more effective
when available in RVN.

5. AVAILABILITY OF TEST DATA: This repott 1is not a final report of
firing test. Any agency desiring further information and/or a copy of the
final report may write this Headquarters, ATIN:  S3.

; 1 o -
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