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2,    (0)    Section 2, Lessons Learned;    Corx.iandcr's Observationsf Evalu-atioiivS 
and Recoi.i.icndatjf ns» "  "   "'  '     ~  ""^ --—<—-^ 

a.    Personnel« 

(1) (U)    Rotational DEROß Huup Month. 

(a) OBSERVATION:    The Squadron experienced a January DEROJ huiup of 
enlisted pcrsoiincl assigned to the Squadron, 

(b) EVALUATIOi!:    The DEROS hump uas caused priimrily througli an infusion 
progrna xrith the 7th Squadron, let Air Cavtiry,    The DCRCS of personnel from 
the 7/lst Cav occrjrr^d idthin the ]r üt xreek of January.   The infusion prograia 
and January DSROS huip was reduced considerably through coruiand eraphasit. within 
the entire Squadron to oi'fcr extensions and explaining the advantages available 
through extension.    Personal intervieTrs were conducted by all the coriiwaaders 
and the results were noted by a sizeable number of EM extending for six nonths 
or shorter periods of tine to trice advantage of the R^iR and 30 day special 
leave policy, and the Arny-tddc $-r,ionths early-out program, 

(c) RECOMMEWDATIOH:    All units closely screen personnel uith rotational 
dates •wxtlrln DERCS hir.ap months to influence these personnel to extend and 
benefit through extension advantages. 

(d) COili/un) ACTION:    This program has been implemented within this 
Squadron, 

(2) (U)    Air Cavalry Squadron Officer Infusion Progrfm, 

(a)    OBSERVAITOM:    The 1st Aviation Brigade initiated a progrrm uitidn 
the command for the Air Cavalry Squadrons'  officers to be branch material and 
cavalry oriented. 

(b) EVALüATIdi:    The Squadron was to-idfuse 22 officers and warrant 
officers with Aviation elements within the coa.iand for lilce qualified Amor 
officers.   Branch material positions were filled with Armor officers.   Four 
officers subidtted requests for brach transfers to the Armor branch to remain 
with the Squadron,   Most of the officers wore transfcicd to other aviation 
units because of DEROS hump months, but were replaced with newly assigned 
Armor aviators in-country.   Six of these diverted, replacements have net 
reported to the Squadron, 

(c) RECOWCJJDATION:    All non-Armor aviators that are to be assigned, 
branch immaterial, to Cavalry Squadrons be requested to apply for Branch 
transfers bftforo assignment.   Replacements for infused officer personnel 
report before departure of presently ascignsd officer to properly allow for 
an overlap period and training cycle, 

(d) COCWuID ACTICT:    The above recoroaendation has been discussed with all 
co\Tianders to Insure it continues to function, as described, 
fSn r?T U r DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR IMTERVAIS; 
Inclfsure CONFIDENTIAL DEQASSinED AFTER 12 YEARS. 
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(3)    (ü)    Shortage of 1&J20 Personnel, 

(a) OBSFRYATIW:    A shortage of Armnncnt Repaimen, MCS üeries li5J20, 
exists xri.thjj,a tlD.ü Squndron- 

(b) EVALUATION:    Since tliic Squadron became eqtdpped vd.th the AJI-1G, 
several cliangea have been effected.    Pilot transition is certainly a critical 
problcnj however, enlisted amawent transition and refresher training is 
clearly imperative to insure the weapons platoons remain effective.   The new 
MFCS for the Air Cavalry Troop authorizes three E-5, four L-U, and on E-3 
in the l&J üer.i.es HOS.    One solution to the problem is to select an intelligent 
individual pcisesaiiiß an MOS not nearly so critical and have hin OJT vith the 
troop's experienced armorers.   After sJxty da^c, if the individual proves 
productive, the conEnaiider can a'ijard the k^J MOS,   Additionally, the troop 
cm reglest an allocation for enlisted ärmerer refresher training through 
the AARTS program.    This one training treeV. xdll completely round out the 
individual's UJin experiences.   Thus, within Ic^cs than ninety days a full/ 
trained aroement repainien is produced.    In viexr of tlie promotion system 
afforded the troop com.iandcr by the KTOE, these soldiers can bo motivated 
easily, i.e. begin a tour in RVN as a PFC and leave as a SP$,    If the troop 
ccmander selects individuals for the OJT proft:rar.i i-äth DEROS dates about 3 
to 5 wee'ts apart, a c ntinous progrrxi is easily put into effect, 

(c) RiXCHjHENn/^XOII: Units Uith a shortage of i^J i^riionncl sliould adopt 
a program such as t»ivj one described above until the COMUS replacemcntE arrive 
in sufficient nnmbcrs, 

(d) COMII'i^D ACTICXJ:    This program has been thoroughly discussed '.äth all 
co;.o.irj-iders, operations officers, maintenance officers, and weapons platoon 
leaders.   Trie results have been satisfactory.   Additionally, tlie program affords 
the ccwunander flexibilityj as the supply of school trained perswaiel increased 
from CONUS, the OJT program is decreased, 

b.   Operations« 

(l)    (C)    Convoy escort tecluiiques and enemy mi-nes. 

(a) OBviBflVATlON:    The eneny repeatedly emplcws mines along the shoulder 
of the roads, 

(b) EVALUAriON:    During Hovei.iber, D Troop's mission consisted of escorting 
the daily convoys from LZ Karylou to tlie Polci Xleng CIDG Camp,   The cenvoy 
forj.iation consisted of a lead scout jeep Hith It-60 IG and radios, a second 
scout jeep without radios, a coranand jeep, the main body of the convoy, a 
lOÖEim recoiless rule jeep, a 50 cal KG gun jeep, an ACAV end finally a rear 
scout jeep.    The cenvoy generally moved at betvrecn 1$ to 20 MPII with a 20 
meter interval between vehicles.   Initially the strai^it line formation was 
used but because of a nat\iral tendency to move towards the shoulders of the 
road, particularily on curves, two trachc xrere destroyed during the lirst few 
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days of operations by nines* However, it was determined that by staggering 
the escort Jeeps, one on each side of the road, most nines could be located. 
The mines In the center of the road are relatively easily detected. By 
staggering the escort Jeeps, the scouts can devote their entire attention to 
one specific area, namely their respective side of the road and not the 
entire road thus increasing the chances of mine detection. Also the escort 
comrianding officer has included in his convoy leader briefing that the main 
body of the convoy raust stay in the center of the road vay as much as possible. 
Additionally, the distance between the lead Jeeps has been increased to about 
£0 meters to provide for better dust separation and weapons employment areas. 
While in a turn or passing a bank, gunners concentrate weapons on the critical 
ar^as and the escorts slow their speed to increase observation. If the convoy- 
receives fire, the speed is immediately increased and no vehicle chovild stop 
unless forced to do so. 

(c) RECOMMENDATION: All other convoy escort organizations in the central 
highlands consider employnent of the techniques described above. 

(d) CQMHftl© ACTION; D Troop coiittiandcr has incorporated the above lessons- 
learned into all troop in-country training for replaoemente, 

(2) (C) Artillery Might Propran, 

(a) OBSFJWATION: The effectiveness of night artillery firing can not be 
over emphasized. Recently air cavalry elements have detected several areas 
obviously used as eneiny night rest locations. Hight artillery H & I fjres 
have been directed into these areas with impressive results, 

(b) EVALUATIONS Recent Air Cavalry operations, particularily in the DAK 
PAYOU valley area, ('VC Valley1 south of An Khe) have noted several recently 
used enemy night locations. It was finally determined that when a comparatively 
small enemy unit moves through an area it idll generally use the sane night 
locations &e its predecessors. The night locations are often near rivers where 
fish traps can net a quick breakfast for the small force. The aero-sccuts 
discovered the pattern and the liaison officers began to develop a night program 
by recording on a separate map plots cf thesti night locations ac they vrere 
reported. Additionally the scouts provided a suggested time for the artillery 
fire teseri on their knowledge of observed enemy movement and terrain analysis. 
When the daily operations were concluded the liaison officer would coordinate 
;jith tlie artillery liaison officer and the S-2 to develop the time schedule 
for tlie artillery H & I fires, Generally, the eneny night locations are not 
near friendly locations thus 8" and n$m guns are most often employed» These 
weapons; however, are best suited for this, mission as their area coverage is 
relatively larger than the smaller guns. Initially the program was not success- 
ful because the H & I fires were struck at 23008. aid OhOCH only, but by using 
the tine estimates of the scouts more impressive results were obtained* During 
early morning sweeps following the artillery fires the scouts began to discover 
fish nets still in position, sleeping mats hastily abandoned, significant 
amounts of eneajy equipment (such as helrJ^s) remaining in the ndght locations« 

CONFIDENTIAL 1 
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plus blcod trails. The aero-rifle platoon hao been inserted into these areas 
eind canfirmed these findings end has confiscated the equipment. 

(c) RECOMMEWDATION: That other air and ground organizations conside? this 
artillery night prpgrom x^hich appears to add depth to the H t I firing progran. 
Additionally, suggest that aircraft discoveries of night locations be passed 
into the local artillery channels for action. The critical elements of the 
program are: the time estimates, pin-point location of targots, and the sudden 
and violent artillery attack with 'fire-cracker1 ammunition or VT, 

(d) CQtIMAllD ACTIdli This lesson-learned has been thoroughly discussed 
within this command and troops now operating in other geographical areas are 
now beginning to suggest an artillery nicht program to the supported Infantry 
Brigades. 

(3) (C) Air Cavalry Employraent with LRPs, 

(a) OBSERVATION: The employment of an air cavalry force to react and to 
capitalize on information obtained by a LR? team can prove to be a successful 
operation, 

(b) EVALUATIOil: While operating in support of Task Force Winner, air 
cavalry elements were assigned the micsion of reconnoitering a small area and 
of inserting its organic infantry to extract an extensive rice cache discovered 
by a LRP team from Ccnpany E, 20th Infantry (lüP). Since the 20th Infaatry 
controlled the area of operations (A0) and because their coixiander flew in the 
cavalry C&C aircraft, clearance to fire could be obtained imradiately. Generally, 
e LRP team mil operate in an area for five days but only move about nine 
kilometers d^iring this entire time. A team had discovered the rice caches 
located in several small extremely wll-comouflaged huts in a rather uneccure 
area. In view of extensive enemy contact other LRPs had experienced in the 
surrounding liighlands, the air cavalry scouts provided an extensive reconnaiss- 
mce to include reconnaissance by fire beginning at first light, then after 
fourty-five minutes, the aero-rifle platoon was inserted with the IRP team ^ho 
served as guides. A general ground sireep of the area by the force discovered 
that the ene^iy has cached several times more rice than indicated in original 
estimates. The Squadron reacted to the now findings by inserting an additional 
platoon of D Troop, i'he aero-riflc platoon frts,i another air cavalry troop was 
also inserted end the cavalry liaison officer in the supported infantry 
brigade arranged for one platoon of RFPFs to be inserted. Terrain proved to be 
the largest impedimentj however, the Bero-scouts would direct each plauoon to 
tlie rice collection nfroao frorr the LZ. Additionally, maxiiium effort was devoted 
to the rice collection with a minimum of security force since the air scouts 
provided most of the security. The scouts also re-distributed suppHea suph as 
water, shovels, and rice bugs to the; labor forces after they were unloaded into 
the central LZ by the slicks. The LRPs proved to be the key figures in the 
entire operation. Only the UlPs knew tlie area, the local VIE and II7A rice 
storage techniques, and the local hostile bo«by-traps. Briefings by the LRPs 
to the aero-rifle and aero-scout platoons prior to insertion expedited the 
entire operaticn. 

y   CONFIDENTIAL 
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The followinff day an aero-rifle platoon was inserted with another LEU5 

teem into a very rugged ravine which contained an NVA classroou complex. 
The LRPs had located the area previously; but the LRP/Cavalry force was 
able to thoroughly reconnoiter and destroy the classroom complex. 

(c) HECOHMKJD&.TIOM» In view of the increased intelligence gathered fron 
the area and the concrete results obtained, it is recommended fubure operations 
employing air cavalry and LllP teams be considered. 

(d) COMMAND ACTION; Both the Squadron S-3 and S-2 have presented these 
ideas to the hth Infantry Division G-2/G-3 sections, 

(U) (C) Fre-'inission Briefings. 

(a) OBSEHVM'IOH: During the past few manths the Squadron has received 
several mission briefings which proved, after the operation had already begun, 
to be lacking in many essential elements of information needed to conduct the 
reconnaissanceo The results of these operations have always been less than 
satisfactory, 

(b) EVALUATION: During the month of llovember and into December the 
Squadron was called upon to react to several intelligence type targets without 
adequate briefing. The normal mission from higher headquarters was to fly to 
a given location and contact a controlling agency, usually a brigade, for 
details. This agency often would not possess a complete briefing or would 
indicate the information was too highly classified to discuss. Wever-the- 
leos the cavalry would reconnoiter the area aid endeaver to discover something 
to justify its eraployment. Frequently, a negative report would be submitted 
to the supported agency. Often the intelligence personnel receiving the 
report were displeased with the results. When questioned concerning enemy 
activity in the area, a great deal of information was obviously known prior 
to the mission assignment. 

(c) RE1G0W1EKDATT.0K! All supported units endeavor to provide as much 
information as possible when scrsu.ibling a combat force. It is difficult to 
search for a given intelligence object if the reconnaissance elenemi does 
not know what it is looking for. 

(d) G0MMÜID ACTICKt The Squadron Ü-3 has discussed this situation thor- 
oughly ^iith Division G-3 and the Infantry Brigades. Additionally, the cavalry 
liaison officers have been instructed to make every effort to gain information 
for the troop assigned the mission, 

(5) (C) Firefly Operations in the Central Highlands. 

(a) OBSERVATIONj The Firefly light is effective in the central highlandsj 
but the results and techniques are slightly different than those \>sed in other 
areas. 

5-      CONFIDENTIAL 
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(b) WAWftJICKt*- *fi^ ieroadBcting sesroral HBPgjlääggna in the 
contnl ^jUMjndt wiäf 1H'-10 aiueraft as «pcoH^ttkB FiaSPH lie-1 hae 
provih to' be a daflnite asset.   The reeulto, h«w»W, frcaa the «üpltyQuit 
off the light in «ooBfcaliKW ai^as'ckünot be COI^TüPö        those In m or* 17 
Cocps*   The f cUmdng general tochniquee of enplcyiaoat shculd be consideredt 

Caution autt be exercised when uoing the li^t in Mlly or nountainous 
teVroin» 

The light beeones ineffective at ary altitude above 700* AOL« 

The base and noto predflBinant in the highlands diffused the licht; 
consequentlT, the Cobra eecert HUI hava to be closer to the tergst to see it 
and «ngage it« 

When sheeting at ni^xt using the ü^ht, the piltft has the same problem es 
vhen using flares or artillery for illurainatienj i.e. be will shoot short until 
he adjusts to the available litfzt. 

When the light is to be turned off, the Cobra orsMs oust be given adequate 
warning, as vertigo can be encountered easily when the ligit is turned off 
abruptly.   Transition mist be nade to the instrmients until such tine that a 
horison is re-established. 

The light is ineffective in very heavy jungle] homver, it is fairly 
successful along faint trails and small streams encountered in the highlands. 

(c) BECOWteSQATION:   That units conducting FXREftUT operatiocs in the 
central highlands consider the above ssntioned techniques. 

(d) CCMUMD iCTICH»   Hone required. 

c.   Training,    (C)   Quarterly Training. 

(1) OBöERVATKlU   Fast experience has repeatedly proven that it is very 
difficult to accomplish all mandatory troop level training of both the unit 
and the indtvidual soldiers as required by «SAW Reg 3S/Chl fear tactical units 
which require long hours of maintenenc« at night and extended suppert during 
the day« 

(2) CmomCNi   TheUSARV AOI teom during Vevenber noted the deficiency 
mentioned above and reoecsaended the problem be presented to the tth Infantry 
Division 0-3 for «ction«   The Ittb Division had encountered a eindLlar problem 
concerning their line bettaliens and had developed a 'stand down1 progEan in 
which one battaliao at a tine w^i rotated to base eaap and relieved of all 
tactical coredtemente far a one week period.   The Squadron «as ^Xe %b propose 
a similar prepea tmt the eavalxy troepa and 0*3 sppfwred tug fum* the results 
were iapreeaive, D Troep inangtarated the pregraa In early Deoeciwr« Hl#t1t^ite 
of the training pregrea included alxvMUH eperaticcs, 10wp.jnct«11iw rille« 
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81 ran mortor firing and crew drill, plus refresher maintenance training. 
This troop had been unable to maintain proficiency in these areas because 
of tactical fire base and convoy security missions near Kontum. A troop, Air 
Cavalry, was then relieved of all tactical coranitments for one week during 
the Christmas period. Highlights of the troop's training included CBR exer- 
cises, range firing and squad live firing exercises, repelling, mine and 
booby traps detection extensive maintenance refresher training, and addi- 
tional aerial gunnery drills for the scout and cobra crews. At the conclu- 
sions of this training week the troop had 24 aircraft mission ready with 
only one LOH and one slick down. Theser two, however, required major com- 
ponent changes and extensive battle damage repair. C Troop, Air Cavalry, 
conducted training from 18 to 24 Dec with similar results. 

(3) RECOMMENDATION: In view of the results accomplished by the 
week of training in several cases, it is recommended that the program 
continue and other units investigate this method to conduct the required 
training. 

(4) COMMAND ACTION: Commanders at all levels were pleased with the 
results of this training program. They recognized the need, however, to 
plan the entire seven day period. They are required to publish training 
schedules, establish priorities and courses of action. 

d. Intelligence. 

(1)  (C) NVA/VC Company unit tactics 

(a) OBSERVATION: After conducting cordon and search operations over 
a four month period it was determined that enemy units are often located 
1000 to 2000 meters from the village and In wooded areas in close proximity 
to trails and stream intersections. 

(b) EVALUATION: From the period August through December 1968, A/7/17 
conducted over twenty cordon and search operations of villages located in 
the Ban Me Thout/Mewal Plantation and Oasis areas. 25% of these operations 
resulted in enemy contact in the immediate area of the cordon. No contact 
was made in the village; however, valuable documents, information, and some 
detainees were obtained. Three of these contacts were with possible com- 
pany sized units or larger and the enemy was well dug in. On two occasions 
it was noticed that approximately 200 to 500 meters from the main force a 
group of 3 to 5 men were located and once detected would move away from the 
main force. Five additional smaller enemy engagements during this period 
occurred also in close proximity to the vlallages; however, these were purely 
a result of the area reconnaissance by the aero-scouts accompanying the cordon 
force. One characteristic of all these contacts is that they all occurred 
within 1000 to 2000 meters of the village in wooded areas and in close prox- 
imity to trails and stream intersections. It was further concluded that 
the NVA and VC units wr^re dependent on these local villages to varying de- 
grees and for varying lengths of time but positioned their base areas some 

distance away from the village to prevent detection by the cordons which had 
become a conin»n alllid tactic in these areas. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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(c) RECOMMENDATION: That units conduction cordons and search opera- 
tions in these areas consider the above lessons learned when planning their 
operations. Reactions forces should be used to engage any contacts estab- 
lished outside the villages. 

• 
(d) COMMAND ACTION: The above lessons-learned have been thoroughly 

disseminated within this command and to as many adjacent units as possible. 

(2)  (C) Intelligence briefings. 

(a) EVALUATION: The S-2 section recently initiated a system of squad- 
ron wide intelligence briefings on a by-monthly basis. The first briefing 
was given mainly to the pilots and observers of the Aero-Scout Platoon. 
The briefing consisted of an updating of the war effort in Vietnam and includ- 
ed the latest in enemy and friendly activity plus political actions. To 
instill group interest, training aids were used i.e.. Captured Chicom 51 
Caliber AA Gun, photographs of enemy rockets and firing techniques!, tanks, 
aircraft, captured enemy propaganda films, and charts showing enemy capa- 
bilities, habits, strengths, locations, and camouflage techniques. A ques- 
tion and answer period followed the presentation in which areas of general 
Interest were discussed based on the S-2's information from 4th Division 
G-2. Additionally, the scout crews discussed various techniques of obser- 
vation, gunnery, and observed enemy techniques.  The session was extremely 
profitable. The briefing was given to maintenance and support personnel of 
the squadron the following day to Increase their knowledge and understanding 
of their importance to the squadron's mission. 

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That other intelligence agencies investigate the 
value of giving intelligence briefings to their units to enlighten personnel 
who otherwise would be denied the complete picture of their role in the unit's 
mission. 

(d) COMMAND ACTION: Troop commanders have repeatedly expressed their 
satisfaction with this program. Maximum attendance is easily obtained; 
as everyone enjoys the briefings and the discussion period that follows. 

e. Logistics. 

(1)  (U) AH-1G Tim« Component Changes 

(a) OBSERVATION: The Army has a relatively new aircraft in its in- 
ventory, the AH-IG. Several instances have occurred in which components 
have become defective long before their normal time change. 

(b) EVALUATION: Maintenance personnel have found during a 300 hour 
inspection of one AH-IG that the main rotor hub grip extension had a crack 
1/8" wide and 3" long. On another Cobra a maintenance team found one of the 
Ml nozzles cracked though the notzie's normal time change Is 1200 hours. 
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During a gun run in turbulent weather south of An Nhe, for a unit in contact, 
one Cobra sustained a broken transmission lift link and the wlngman's Cobra 
had one of its main rotor blades twisted. The blade was meac ired and found 
to have 5 degrees negative pitch. Neither of these Cobras were over torqued 
during the flight. 

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That all pilots and maintenance personnel exercise 
extreme care during 100 hour Inspections and check each component for wear 
and not overlook it because, under normal conditions, the part is designed 
to last longer. Maintenance Officers should submit EIRs whenever possible 
and be mindful of trends in local component failures. 

(d) COMMAND ACTION: The Squadron Maintenance Officer has insured that 
these failures were brought to the attention of all maintenance personnel and 
desires all such future failures to be reported to him to guarantee maximum 
dissemination. 

(2) (U) New UH-1H maintenance problems 

(a) OBSERVATION: During the past few months, several days of aircraft 
availability were lost due to bearings working loose on models recently re- 
ceived from the factory. 

(b) EVALUATION: During the past few months it has been noted by one 
Technical Inspector that the bearing (FSN 3110-142-4472 Figure 1-14 Index 22 
TM 55-1520-210-35) on the new scissors and sleave assembly is working loose 
on all UH-1H aircraft.  Initially this deficiency was not detected and caused 
considerable damage to adjacent parts in the scissors and sleeve assembly. 
On new aircraft, naturally, this bearing is pre-assembled at the factory. 
The replacement part must be locally assembled by staking the bearing. The 
first loose bearing was detected after 200 hours on the airframe and after 
considerable damage had resulted.  The second defective bearing was detected 
after only 75 hours of operation. In addition to the procedures outlined in 
the TM for installation of this bearing, the mechanics recommend metal- 
setting the bearings for additional guarantee they will not work loose. 

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That all units receiving new UH-1H aircraft be 
advised that the bearing may work loose. Additionally, that the factory 
assembly of this component be checked to guarantee the bearing does not 
work loose. 

(d) COMMAND ACTION: The Squadron Maintenance Officer has insured all 
troop maintenance officers have received this information concerning new 
UH-lHs. 

(3) (U)  Car-15 for Cobra crews 

(a) OBSERVATION: Two recent incidents involving AH-IG crews have 
brought to light a serious lack of weapons for use during emergencies. 

(b) EVALUATION: In January an AH-IG made a forced landing due to 
fuel contamination in an unsecure area northeast of Pleiku, RVN. Within an 
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hour the organic infantry platoon was inserted to secure the aircraft and 
assist during extraction by CH- 47. The crew stated upon recovery that they 
felt extremely uneasy defending the site with two 38 caliber pistols. 
Additionally, on 15 Jan 69 an AH-10 was shot down, crashed, and burned. 
The crew was killed and the aero-rllle platoon recovered their bodies. 
The platoon leader made repeated statements to the effect that even If the 
crew had survived the crash, rescue would have taken over two hours at the 
least. He added that the ship had crashed in close proximity to an enemy 
bunker complex and armed with two 38 caliber pistols, the crew, unable 
to defend themselves, would most likely have been killed by the hostile 
force. 

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That each AH-1G be authorized a CAR-15 for crew 
survival. The weapon would be placed behind the rear pilot's seat. 

(d) COMMAND ACTION: During November and December the three Air Cav- 
alry Squadrons under 1st Aviation Brigade conferred to recommend a standard- 
ized MTOE. One change on this MTOE included CAR-15 for the Cobra platoons. 
Additionally, a letter is being prepared to forward through supply channels 
to request issue of these weapons based on the need and the MTOE change 
pending. 

(4)  (U) Turn-in procedures. 

(a) OBSERVATION: The following requirements are required by the 62nd 
Maintenance Battalion for turning in of equipment by this organization: 

Must have the item and/or equipment listed on a DA Form 2407 (Work 
Order Request) and classified unserviceable. 

Must have four (4) copies oi DA Form 2404 (Equipment Inspection and 
Maintenance Worksheet) completed by technical inspector. 

Must have four (4) copies of "Certificate" stating that the equipment 
is unserviceable due to fair wear and tear signed by the Property Book 
Officer. 

Must have four (4) copies of CertlticaCe stating that no parts have 
been removed from the equipment being turned-in and signed by the Property 
Book Officer. 

(b) EVALUATION. The giedt amount of paper work required to turn-in 
any given piece, of equipment exceeds any requirement that is published in 
the AR's and creates difficulties in turning in equipment .lue to the loca- 
tion of the unit and the Maintenance Support Unit declaring the equipment 
unserviceable.  In addition thib creates a problem with the operation of the 
S-4 in that a great deal of time     is required preparing the paper work 
and transporting the equipment; to the turn-in point without a guarantee of 
being returned for additional paperwork. 

(c) RECOMMENDATION. That a policy be established on turn-in proced- 
ures and the correct paper woik required by the Property Disposal Officer 

In accepting unserviceable equipment. 

(d) COMMAND ACTION. The situation has been discussed with higher 
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headquarters in an attempt to find a solution. 

(5)  (U) Availability of Cleaning Solvent SD 11. 

(a) OBSERVATION. The Squadron has been experiencing difficulties in 
obtaining Cleaning Solvent SO 11. 

(b) EVALUATION. A shortage of Cleaning Solvent SD II has existed in 
this area since mid-December, 1968. A requisition for SD II, FSN 6850- 
281-1986, was submitted to the 88th S & S Battalion. This product was not 
available and another product. Dry Cleaning Solvent FSN 6850-249-8029 was 
issued in lieu of the requested item. This produce came with the warning, 
"Caution, Strong Solution Use Rubber Gloves", and it is not suitable for 
the required use of flushing aircraft engines. A representative of the 
Squadron S-A hand carried a requisition of SD II, FSN 6850-218-1986, to 
Qul Khon Depot and found depot was at zero balance. A. subsequent check 
of Can Ranh Depot produced the following results. Contact was made with 
the Directorate of Petroleum, Cam Ranh Bay Support Command and the following 
information obtained: SD II in an 18 gage drum, FSN 6850-285-8011 replaces 
SD II in a 16 gage drum, FSN 6850-281-1986, and that in mid-January 1969 
there were some 11,000 drums in the Cam Ranh Bay Depot with some 6,000addi- 
tional drums due in that week and that adequate quantities would be trans- 
ferred to other depots. To date, there has been no change in availability 
of this product in this area. 

(c) RECOMMENDATION,  That information on FSN changes be sent out to 
using units and measure be taken to assure quantities of SD II, FSN 6850-285- 
8011, be made available. 

(d) COMMAND ACTION.  Requisitions pending the new FSN are now being 
processed. 

f. Organization. None. 

g. Others. 
(1) (U) Civic action vaccination programs. 

(a) OBSERVATION: Villagers are reluctant to get vaccinated when 
special teams of doctors and nurses come to their villages. 

(b) EVALUATION:  This quarter two vaccinations were conducted in the 
villages of Plei Do and Pile la Lang. Though the people realized the import- 
ance and the chiefs consented to the idea, the program was not as success- 
ful as anticipated. The second time both villages were vaccinated there 
was a noticeable drop In the number of people to be vaccinated. The pos- 
sible reason for this drop is that it had only been three weeks since the 
first vaccination and the experiences were too vivid in their minds. 

(c) RECOMMENDATION:  Never give more than two drugs in one day and 
vaccinate villagers at an interval of at least a month and a half. 

// 
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(d). (XWttND ACTTOll: Steps have been takua to schodtdo th« vaccina- 
tions afproxiiuitely evary sir weeks. The medical personnel are also advis- 
in»; the DA teams as to the best times of the year to vaccinate each drug 
to guarantee wudmum protection. 

(2) (U) Secure voice in DH-1H 

(a) CBSBRVATIÖK: Diooemination of infeiroaticai conceTnino installation 
of secure voice dovico 13-28 TSEC has been received In a sporadic manner, 

.(b) EVALUATION: This cownand was in the final process of the ZYR and 
ZTS modificationo vhen information was disseminated concerning the volume 
control wiring modification which was necessary to enable audio volume con- 
ditien of toe AN/ARG-5U after a IfI-28 is installed. This modification was 
closely followed by a reliability reodification which prevents the final 8ta,<»e 
of the A1I/ARC-5I; from discharging into an open. These modifications have 
resulted in aircraft beinr; worked on two to throo times to ready thorn for 
KY-28 installation. Neither of the aforementioned modificcitions were 
received In the form of a DA WO but were received as a comnand letter and 
ccmnand message. It io reasonable tc assume that defects of this nature 
would have boon discovered durinf; the test and evalaation phase» And that 
a standard DA WO putLished or that tke raodlficaticns could have been a 
part of the overall ZIR or ZYS pr^jram. 

(c) RECOWIEWOATIOM: It is recontmended that when defects are located 
during test and evaluation, tlie corrections be included as a part of over- 
all installation program. If the modification to correct the defect is 
not apparent at time of acceptance of equipment it is recommended that 
information concerning the defects be disseminated to the lower command 
echelons and that DA MWO's be published as soon as a modification is devised. 

(d) COMMAND: The modifications weve perfonaed concurrently and'while 
the aircraft was dowi forasmo other reason whenever possible, however, 
they could have been more easily performed as a part of the overall Z7it 
and Z7S program. 

(3) (U) use of CF^ Br Fire Extinguisher» in AH-lfl- Aircraft. 

(a) OBSERVATION: A recent electrical dnflight fire in the AH-lfl 
aircraft could have become a major accident had the fire extinguisher in 
the front scat been used. 

(b) EVALUATION: Use of the CF3 Br ertinguisher in dodod cecKpit air- 
craft such as toe AH-IQ will result in inhalation of concontrated gas 
which may cause loss of consciousness and permanent lung damage. In 
addition GF3 Br is caustic and may cause aye damage. The result of Its 
use in an enclosed cockpit would most probably be loo» of aircraft control. 

fX 
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(c), RECOlWENDATIOHi, That CF3 Br fire, extüiguishers bet removed from 
the cockpit are?, of the AH-lft end be placed in the forward battery cospart- 
raent. Also that a non-caustic« non-poisonous fire extinguisher be adopted 
for use in closed coclcpit aircraft« 

(d) CCMMAND ACTXOMi The Squadron standardization board has required 
that all CF3 Br fire extinguichero be removed from the cockpit add stored in 
the battery compartment» 

(U) (ü) cor,iraand Empbaois Council« 

(a) OBSEEVATIOKt In past months it was observed that much information 
intended for pilots was not filtering down below platoon level« 

(b) EVALUATIOWt A Council composed of the Squadron Comaander and Safety 
Offioerj the Troop Corcinnder, Haintenance Officer, and Safety Officer} and the 
platoon leacTero and oafety officers; was formed to improve the flow of jjvforma- 
tion both up and down the chain of command. Conaon problems can be discussed 
and solutions develqoed väth representatives of all interested parties present. 

(c) HEGOMWENDATIONi That a Council as described above be formed within 
all units experiencing a similar problem. 

(d) COttrtAND ACTI01I» The Council was established in this connaand and 
will remain in effect« 

v-r -ft* 
• ftOBEKT II. REOTER 

5 Incl LTC, AH 
as Comoand^ivi; 
Incl 2,  3,  4, wd.Hq DA 
DISTRIBDTIOITt 
2 CIICOSARPAC, ATTIIj    GPOP-ÖÜ, APÖ 96558 
3 CG, USATwV, ATT1T:    AVilGC-DST, APO 96375 
2 CG, Lot Am Bde, AT'tlt   AVBA-MH, APO 9638U 
7 CO, 17th CAG, ATTMt    AVQD-SC, APO 962UO 

im COPIES» 

CG, Uth Inf Div, Canp Euari, APO 96262 
CO, 52 CAB, Eleiku, APO 9631O 
CO, 7th Sc'-n. Int Cav, ViiA Long, APO 96357 
CO, lot Sqdn, y<"\*''* «""oc Vinh, APO 96U90 
CO, 2nd Sqdri, 17th Cav, Hue, *>« ^^3 
CO, Ird Scdn, 17t'n Cav, Di An, APO ybyta- 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

i7BACB-SC (12 Itob 69) l«t lad 
SUBJECTS Operational Beport of HeadquBrtere, 7th Armored Squadron, 

17th Aii- Cavalry for Period EBdiag 31 January 1969. RCS 
CSPOR-65 (HI) (U) 

Haadquarter», 17th (ksdbat Aviation Group, APO 96240  24 «abruary 1969 

TO» Departaent of The Any (ACSPOR, DA), Washington D.C. 20310 
Coonanding General, I Field Force Ylttnam, APO 96350 
Conaanding Officer, 7A7th Air Cavalry Squadron, Dragon Mountain 
APO 96262 

1. (U) This headquarters haa reviewed the attached report, considers 
it to be adequate, and concurs with the contents as stated except as 
indicated below* 

2. (C) The following ooanents and reooawnd&tloas ire subnitted» 

a. Section 1, Operations: Significant activities. This section 
Is historical in nature and should be la narrative form. Lengthy, 
detailed atatistioal data would be aore properly placed as inclosures 
to the basic report. 

b. Section 2, Lessons Learned: 
ions and Recomnendations. 

Coauader's Observations, Evaluat- 

(1) Paragraph 2a (1), Rotational DKROS Hmap Month, page 21. 
Concur: Command enphiais at all levels is exercised to minimite 
fotvre DSROS hiaq>s. 

(2) Paragraph 2a (2), Air Cavalry Squadron Infusion Program, page 
21. Coneurt Sufficient branch oriented off leers are available to fill 
positions in the Air Cavalry Squadron* Itery effort Is made at this 
headquarters to assign only branch qualified officers to the Cavalry 
Squadron. Occasionally Incountry araor qualified arrivals ace la» 
adequate to cover losses and non-araasr ptrsonnel are assigned to aset 
critical shortages. These persons skonM be subsequently infused out 
of the Squadron in order to give prefcroate to armor qualified officers. 
Coaplete overlap is impossible for all ovganlsatlons iznrolved, however 
the program is apnitored and inpaet «tt Sffy positions alnimised when 
replacement flow pernita* 

(3) Paragraph 2(a) (3)» Shortagt of i5J20 Pwsonnel, pags 22* 
Coneurt There ezsiat «Uro^ «Ida shdtiage of 45J20 psrsonnil* OJT 
of seleeted Individuals la staataxd pr^atloe t&eughoat the fTot^* 

Techniques and Enemy Mines, 
be brought to UM attention 

U) Paragraph 2b.(1), Convoy Bsoart 
page 22. Conenrt Renrtaiminil tilts pre« 
of other units responsible for eoxnroy 

(5) Paragraph 2b (2), Artillery WUßb Rrograa, page 23« Coaevt 
ReooaBsnd this lesson learned be dlsattfEaatad to other «rlattaa if y 

for considerations. OOWMMAI» AT 3 niinHVAlS; 

CONFIDENTIAL MCLASSMD Ann 12 YEAB. 
DOOM 5200.10 
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(6) Pwragrapti 2b (3), Air Caralry B^ploynent vdtb LRfs, page 24. 
Concur: Recommend this lesnon learn be dieseminated to other aviation 
groups for consideration. 

(7) Paragraph 2b (4.), Pre - l-iiisio^ Briefings, page 25, Concur: 
Coaplete and detailed pre - oiBaion briefings are SOP at all levels. 
Occasionally, the urgency of a ?:iaöion precludes face to face brief- 
ings in which case as much detail as can be discreetly obtained is 
received by radio. 

(8) Paragraph 2b (5), Firefly Operations in the Central Highlands, 
page 25. Concur: Operational techniques peculiar to the highlands are 
Included in Sops and initial incountry training. Subordinate units 
are given the flexibility of developing special techniques unique to 
their area of operations. Lessons learned by one unit are disseiainated to 
others for consideration. 

(9) Paragraph 2c, quarterly Training, page 26. Concur: USATOT 
Regulation 350-1 requires, operational conmitments peroitting, najor 
subordinate commanders to schedule each maneuver battalion and 
reconnaissance unit for one week of refresher training every three months. 

(10) Paragraph 2(d) (1), NVAAA Conpany Unit Tactics, page 27. 
Concur: Command action considered adequate. 

(11) Paragraph 2(d) (2), Intelligence Briefings, page 28. Concur: 
Lessons learned will be disseminated to mbordinate units. 

(Le; Paragraph 2(e) (1), AH-1G Use Conponent Changes, page 28. 
Concur: This group has initiated a aaiBteaance test flight course that 
includes training in very detailed pr^-tfUght procedures« 

(13) Paragraph 2(e) (2), New DH-1H Maintenance Problems, page 29. 
Cincur: EIRs have been submitted, and mbordinate units alerted to this 
problem. Recommend country wide dissemination. ■ 

(U) Paragraph 2(e) (3), CAR-15 for Cobra Crews, page 29. Concur: 
These weapons were previously requested by another unit utilising AH-1G 
helicopters. The reply from DS/Qv stated that the CAR-IS was aa LMBORE 
item and has been adopted as a standard item of equipment and a BOI 
has been developed. However, the QBiR? Ch4 further advised that the 
weapons are not in production because of increased etrphasis on production 
of the M-16 Rifle. 

(15) Paragraph 2(e) U), Turn ia Procedures, page 30. Concurt 
Reporting unit has been ask to suhalt a oomnand letter outlining 
details so that appropriate action maj be Initiated. 

IS 
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(16) Paragraph 2(e) (5), Availability of Cleaning Solvent SD II, 
page 31. Concur: This headquarters hae initiated action to determine 
availability, and means of obtaining proper cleaning solvent. 

(17) Paragraph 2(g) (1), Civic Action Vaccination Programs, 
page 31. Concur. 

(18) Paragraph 2(g) U), Secure false in UH-1H, page 32, Concur: 
Unit has been requested to subnitt Silt. 

(19) Paragraph 2(g) (3), Use of CPj Br Fire Extinguishers in 
AH-1G Aircraft, page 32. Concur: This procedure was reconnended by 
AH-1G NETT and is being coaplied with by units of this command, 

(20) Paragraph 2(g) (4), Command Bwphasis Council, page 33. 
Concur: Various techniques are used by subordinate units to 
disseminate information to the lowest level. This approach will be 
passed to all units. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

MIkRC L. TUNAS 
CPT, ADA 

CONFIDYNTIAL 
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AVTA-Ofr-Or (12 PA «9}   at M 
SSUiert   Op«nU«wl l^orl «f milqMrUr»» nk inai^« St|at4r«i 

mk Mr Cmlrj für Itoltd 1B«1H 31 iuuuj 19«9, B» 
(ID (•) 

M, lMiqp*ri«ra( I Fi«li NVM TirtMut, AR)   96350       6 MAR i969 

IDs   Ci—«IIH Oramml« Ist AVIAUM Briful«, APO   96m 

(D)   Tkls kMdfurUrt tet r«fi«rad MbJ«et r*p«rt «ad orasort «üh 
lit 

FOR TB OdMIMDBi 

17th CM Ava Gp 

L^Lv-fh-tb 
ABTHUB B. BUSBETa 
Colonel,, AGC 
Adjutant General) 

n 
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DA, ES&SQTUBSEBS, 1ST AVIATIOBf BElßADE, IPO 96384 17 ^ ^ggg 

TBKUi Conmasoding General 1 United Statee imy Vietnem, ÜPSSt   AVHJO-DST, 
APO 96375 
Comnander-in-Chief, United States AXUQT Pacific, ITTNi GEPCP-aT, 
APO 96558 

TOt  Aseistant Chief of Staff for Poroe Bcnrelopinent, Department of the 
Hoy, Washington, B. C. 20310 

1. This Headquarters has reviewed this report, considers it to be adequate 
and concurs with the contents as indorsed, except as noted below. 

2. The following additional oonments are considered pertinent! 

a. Paxagmph 2b(l), Page 22» Information will be diasendnated to 
all units for their consideration* 

b. Paragraph 2b(2), Page 231 Information will be disseminated to 
all units for their consideration. 

c. Paragmph 2b(5), Page 241 Inforoation will be disseminated to 
all units for their consideration. 

d. Paragraph 2b(5), Page 251 Information will be disseminated to 
all units for their consideration* 

e. Paragraph 2e(l), Page 281 Concur with recomendations as stated. 

f. Paragraph 2e(2), Page 291 Concur* Also recommend a closer 
inspection of these bearings during daily inspection. 

g. Paragraph 2e(3), Page 291 Concur. Beooonendation for authorising 
1 each CAE-.15 for each AE-1G Cobra has been incorporated in a proposed 
MOB which is being staffed at this time. 

h* Paragraph 2e(4), Page 3O1 Turn-in procedures appear valid* 
Discussion with OPT Ooulding, Ist Log Cmd, indicates that BSU's publish 
their own external SOP's. It is recommended that a copy of the BSTJ 
External SOP be procured by the organisation and used as a guide for 
establishing a more expeditious and standard policy for processing un- 
servicasble equipment for turn-in. The 2407 most be prepared at the re- 
questing unit level. The equipment must be technically inspected hy a 
qualified TI either at the unit or DSU. If the DSU requires a separate 
attached certificate for the serviceability and cannibalisation, suggest 
organisation preprint certificate form leaving blank spaces for applicable 
entries * 

/f 
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i. Baxagxaph 2« (3), Vaga 5I1 Stataaent pertaining to the availability 
of cleaning lolTent 8DII ia valid* Par foneoon between CW2 Smith and Iff 
Doaollar, ICC? Coanodity Haoager for package POL products, up-to-date 
standard Fedezal Stock Huabers will be published in the next HOOT Newsletter, 

J. Paragraph 2g(2), Page 32i Concur. The procedures outlined are 
exactly as actually transpired with the TO - 818 modification, is each 
new modification «as approved, it «as included with subseguent aircraft 
modification. 

k. Paragraph 2g(3)l Page 32t Concur. At this time there is no safe- 
proof fire extinguisher in the Anqr Inrentoxy that would preclude hazards 
to the pilot in a closed cockpit such as the AH-IO. Noxmally, electrical 
fires in the cockpit are self containing. The AH-1G Training Team has 
requested that a modification be made for the fire extinguisher to be in- 
stalled outside the cockpit. 

FOR TBB COMMAHDEBt 

II 
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V AVHGC-DST (10 Fab 69) 4th Ind 
SUBJECT:   Optratloul Report of Hoadquartor»« 7th Anaorad Squadron, 

17th 4ir Oavaliy for Pariod Ending 31 January 1969, RCS 
C3TOR-65 (Rl) (Ü) 

HEADQUARTERS, UNIIEb STATES ARWC, VIETHAH, APO S«n Fraadaeo 9637581 MAR 1969 

TO: Ccnnundar In Chief, United Statea Any, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,. 
APO 96558 

1. This haadquartera hae reviewed the Operational Report-Leaaona Learned 
for the quarterly period ending 31 Jeauary 1969 fro« Headquarters, 7th 
Armored Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry. 

2. Canmenta follow: 

a. Reference itea concerning AR-1Q Tine Coaponent Changea, page 28, 
paragraph 2e(l) and Indoreeawnta; coneur with reconMendatlons as stated. 

b. Reference itan concerning New UH-1H aaintenance problama, page 29, 
paragraph 2e(2) and Indoraementai concur. Aot:'.on taken by the 17th Coobat 
Aviation Group to insure that Equipnent laprovanent Reecnnendatlons (EIR's) 
have been submitted should remedy this problsm. The reocaaendation has 
been forwarded to the 34th General Support Group for inclusion in their 
maintenance newsletter. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

DllJiL- 
CO.WHSON 
ILL AGC 
Anntant Adjutant General 

C^ furn: 
7/17th ACS 
Ist Avn Bde 

9LO 
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SUBJECT:    Operational Report of HQ,   7th Armored Squadron,   17th Air Cav 

for Period Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) 

HQ, US Army,  Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558  Jj APR IGfifl 

TO:    Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development,  Department of the 
Army, Washington, D.  C.   20310 

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse- 
ments and concurs in the report as Indorsed. 

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF: 

ä4^^~ 
C t. SHORTT 
a*r,AGc 
AutAG 

Ä/ 
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DEPARTKEHT OF THE Affiff 

HFADQUAJHEBS, 7TH AEMOHED SCJUADROII, 17111 AIR CAVAIBT 
APO San Francisco 96262 

AVGD-Q 5 December I960 

SUBJECT» Combat Operations After Action Report for Dead End-Toll Road (C) 

1. (U) UAI-E Aim TYPE OF OPERATION; hth Infantiy Division Operation 
DEAD END-TOLL xIOAD, Search and Destroy. 

2. (U) DATES OF OPEPATION; lh Nov 60-1 Dec 60. 

3. (U) LOCATION; Map, Vietnan Series L701I|, IJ50,000, Sheets 63U6 I 
and II, 61*37 I and II, 61*30 II, 6^36 HI and IV, 6530 III. Area west 
of Polei Kleng in the Plei Trop Valley. See attached map for general 
outline of the area. 

lu (C) COiliAMD AMD CONTROL HEADQUARTERS; 

a. Operation DEAD END - TOLL ROAD was controlled by the Det B-2l| 
Special Forces under LTC Marquis and the 2d Infantry brigade under COL 
i-icChrystal» 

b. The 7/l7th Cav was commanded by LTC Robert M. Reuter. A-Troop 
was contnanded tay HAJ Ivilliam T. Glover. C-Troop vras coimanded by ViAJ 
Robert W» Frost»   D-Troop was commanded by C?T Lev/is M, Plenneaey. The 
primary coordinator was  the Squadron Operations Officer, HAJ Richard H. 
Marshall. 

5. (C) ETELLIGBMCEt 

ao The Plei Trap road was first observed on 17 February I960 
by a hth Division FAC and the road showed signs of heavy recent use 
until it was successfully interdected by causing land slides across 
the road on 6 April 1960o During the period of use, aircraft employed 
against the road received intense anti-aircraft fire from positions 
located along the road with the heaviest concentration of positions 
being in the junction of the N-S Plei Trap rotd and the northern most 
eastern extension. The anti-aircraft fire received in this area was 
identified as 12o7 mm, liul>nim, 23mm and 37mm and described by Air 
Force pilots as being as intense as any received in North Vietnam. 

b. The southwest monsoon precluded the enemy1s ottemps to repair 
or reopen the rondj however, at the end of the monso as the road began 
showing signs of repair and use by foot traffic. Upon detecting this 
activity, reconnaissance was increased and on 27 October a Headhuntcr 
aircraft observed tracks of a 3/k ton vehical from Cambodian border 
to YA 7h6959, 12 kilometers south of the roads entry point into RVN. 

■s -. DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
** DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
The road shared heavy ana oonetaat vohioular uso fron the border to a 
point kO kllonetere sooth alaqg the eactonsion wet of the Dak Hodrai^ 
Nam Sathaxy River» Oh 6 NftnMber a recoanaissanee airoraft sighted a 
convoy of twenty-one trucks and four tanks, tliree kilometers south of 
the rood entry into South VietnaBu Airstrilces were euploysd on the 6th 
and 7th with seven secondary «plosions» A UtP \ias inserted on 7 November, 
nineteen (19) Idloneters south of the roads entry point» The team 
observed signs of heavy use, a bridge capable of supporting heavy 
vehiclar traffic, end bankers spaced irregularly along both sidss of the 
rood» The UtP team also reported several trail markings, camp sights, 
nwaerous pull off points and truck parks capable of handling SfcT vehicles. 
On 11 November another LRP patrol was inserted into the area. This team 
observed evidence of heavy use of vehicles and tanks. The LRP heard 
movonont and «hat sounded like tanks being started and driving in the aroa» 
IJoth UtP teams wore reinserted on Hi November to take pictures of the 
road. On 15 Uovember the team was extracted» The extraction aircraft 
received heavy ground fire from three sides of the 12» The 2d URP team 
made contact with 2 NVA and were extracted with negative casualitos» 
The aircraft received ground fire from all sides of the LZ» 

o» VRt  Red Haze, and APD sensinge indlcatod thb presents of a large 
force located along the road» No unit identification was achieved« It 
«as the opinion of the LRP team that the ITVA were practicing naxtoma 
security and were well supplied» 

60 (C) MSSIOMI 

a. The mission of the DetB-2U* 5th Special Forces was to conduct 
operations in the assigned A/0, to interdict roads and infiltration 
routes. Search and Destroy enemy positions, and seize a possible PCtt Camp» 

b. The mission of the 2d Infantry Drigade was to support operations 
of CIDO elements In the Plei Trop Valleyj to prepare to reinforce or 
react for those forces; and to assume control of the operation «hen U.S. 
troqps ore coimnitted to maneuver. 

c» The mission cf the 17th Cavalry «us to support air Insertions 
of 1/I2th Infantry Battalion as directed, to perform TO and support 
nissionE for GIDQ operations as directed, and to provide 10/7/17 as 
security for LZ Mary Lou and for convoy covsr to Polel Kleng. 

7, (C) CC?TCEPr OF QPERAIIQHt Detachment B-2U supported by elements of 
the Ijth Infantry Division including the 7/17th Cav conducted ppcrotions 
along the Hew Plei Trop road to locate r.nd destroy the eneny road netwoik» 
AA positions, bunker complexes, storage areas, equipment and troop 
concentrations. Artilloxy, TAG Air, ARC-IICHIT strikes, and gunships will 
be employed. Description of the road in ref c. Annex A, App 1 above» 

0. (C) EXECUTIONi 

a» Hi November 1966 D-Troop convoyed from !3ase Camp to LZ Nary 
Lou (ZA 220 030) to provide perimeter security» 

b.  16 November 1968 D-Troop started providing convoy security 
between LZ Mary Lou and Polel Kleng (ZA 0393). 
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c, 21 iJoverabcr I960 17th Cav jiunp CP established at LZ Swinger 

(lA G33 960) ty CFT Bpyd plus CP established at LZ Haiy Lou by SOT 
Shields tiho vas later Joined by 1LT King* 

do 22 Novenbor I960 C-Troop Wd areas S['J of Dak To in Plei Trap 
Valley, 0112 llason observed one tank and two trucks* One LCT: took a hit« 
The primary mission for C-Troop did not Include operation DEAD END-TOUJ 
ROAD only a l^DA for an ARC-LIGIIT pat Into that area* 

o* 23 Hovember I960 After a delay due to the hifh winds in the 
A/0, the operation was declared a GO, Final briefings were received 
and passed to the troops involved: A & C/7/17 and D/l/10* 

f• 2U Hovoiabcr I960 The initi^O. VIls for the operation began with 
C-Troops A/0 including the southern pert of the road, A-Troops A/0 
includirg the northern part of the road plus the juction, and D-Troops 
A/0 just to the east of C-Troops with the additional duty of escorting 
initial insertions. There were a total of 26 spot reports subnitted 
from throughout the valley which included sighting and marking at least 
10 tunnels» UO bunkers. It bridges strong enough to support a Ü*g ten 
truck, several trails arcund the road, many AA positions, a destroyed £g 
ton truck, numerous foxholes, numerous truck und motor cycle tracks* 
Several air strikes were er^loyed. Additionally, hostile fire was 
received twice and returned. One individual was seen and taken under 
fire with unknown result«, "hrerall it was an excellent day. The 
Division had up to this date only lilPs on the road and this day's activities 
represented the first extensive aerial reconnaissance by cavalry elements. 
The results were listed in an unusually long 2d Bde INSUM for that evening. 

g.  25 November 1968 The maneuver portion of the operation began 
with initial air assaults into LZ Mary (YA 784 917) and LZ Susan (YB 743 
041). The Cav troops conducted VR's in the immediate areas of friendly 
insertions and reported only old bunker locations. A-Troop extracted 
a LRP and one A-Trp LOH had to be slung to base camp because of fuel 
problems. 

h. 26 ITovembor I960 The cavalry A/t>s were again along the road 
and numerous spot, reports were recorded wMch Included over 20 huts, 
a camouflaged vehicle, a box of Soviet T1TT in Vlh blocks, numerous 
command bunkers, bunkers along the road every 5ÖI-I» A~Troop reacted 
to heavy Snoopy readings with neg results. One CIDQ company made gun 
runs were put irtfco the area until contact was broken. One small 
secondary explo»ion was rocerdsd from an air strike. C-Troop received 
fire twice* The Sqadron CaC dusted-off 2 1-5IA CIDG, one of which later 
died. 

i. 27 November 1963 A-Troop reported into an A/0 near the Plei 
Trap Vally, however at 0930 they received a mission change and reported 
to the 3rd Ddo at the Oasis. C-Troop supported CXDQ ground moves Up 
the valley, VIi»d areas and reported no new findings* The troop 
assisted in the direction of several air strikes. 

ay 
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jm   20 November 1968 WTroop «as unable fß mttor ty» |/0 near Plrf. 
Trap falley until 1300 irtum ttiey mernd to covnf «n InaeHiw* Early 
ia the aftemooa they received a aisaion change to strike an vuaa? 
force near Fiel Mrong» Neg algnlTlcant results In the A/0» 

k» 29 November I960 C^Troop worked the Plei Trap Vallqr Md TO»d 
idtb sag unusual results until noon when they moved farther north along 
tha road to check out Intelligence reports that two enengr regtoents «are 
in the area« Nothing was found except several new huts with eurronding 
foacholc*» At l600, C-Troop covered the extraction of a captured French 
truck» 

1» 30 November 196Ü C-Troop returned to the Plei Trap Valley and 
aided in an extraction fron IZs Turkey and Susan and an insertion into 12 
Mile High (IA 936 933) • There were four spot reports submitted which 
InelUded several older AA positions and 2 platoon siaed unit night locations» 

a» 1 December I960 A-Troop returned to the Plei Trap A/0 and reported . 
a tunnel entrance with con^lementary huts, a new road and series of trallo» 
The Squadron wae released at 1200 from the operation. At 13U5 CPT Dcyd 
terminated the Jump CP at 12 Swinger* The general and tactical support 
provided by the Squadron terminated also at this time» H/7A7 renained 
on 12 Mary Lou until 6 December I960» / 

9» (C) RESULTS t Operation DEAD END-TOLL ROAD resulted In one 30Cta long 
abatis, consisting of forty-seven trees felled across the road, some of 
which were two to three feet in diameter* Two side hill cuts were blown 
causing landslides covering the road in two places* Two large craters 
20K3&2O feet were also made along the road* A total of sixteen corduroyed 
bridges and 159 bunkers were destroyed along with six mortar positions» 

10« (0) AttHMISTRATIVE HATTERS: Supply, maintenance, and communication 
caused nlo problems, but were quite satisfactory throughout the operation» 
Beth Air Cav Troops returned each night for maintenance.'Qn£ fa4I» Swo 
forward TOCa were maintained and cümxyo' wore in constant comnunication 
via high frequency radio and FH radio with each other» 

11* (C) SPECIAL EQPITMBn' AMD TECHNiqüES» Snoopy waa used several tines 
in conjunction with our Air Cav Troops which employed OS upon finding •heavy1' 
readLnga from Snoopy» This method worked very well, but results were negatlvoi 

12» (U) REFERENCES i 

a«   Uth Infantry Division OPUQ) 2U-60, (DBU) SUD-TOLL BQID) SBOBT» 

fc»   2d Infaatfy Brigade «R» 17-^8, («ÄD KW-fOU, KttD), 10 lev 68. 

c»   DEI D-2U, 5th SFQA OPORDt OPERiiTIOH TOLL ROAD, 10 Hov 60» 

jlCfiwa M* REUTER 
LTC,   AR 

^5 Conmanding 
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I CONFIKNTtXL 
DEaiKEMEüT OP TKP AHMT 

HEADQUAMEfiS, tTH Affi-IOBED SQaADGDlI, 17TH AIR ClVAIflT 
APO Son Prancicco   96262 

ATOD-Q-3 k «Mraaxy 1969 

SÖBJECTi Test of 2.75 Rocket ao an Armor Defeatiiig MuniUono» 

!• SEHEHAL» 

a» The 7th Sqiiadron, 17th Air Cavalry has a secondary niasion of 
enploylng organic armed helicopters in the role of an anti-tank force» 

b. This unit eashanged the ÜH-1C Huey helicopters for the AH-1G 
Cobra helicopters, which required a change from the SS-11 weapons 
system t© the 2.75,l rocket sj'-ctem as an anti-tank defense systeru 

c» No inmediate current data was available to define the 2*75 rocket 
as an anti-tank defense systeno Therefore, an actual firing test was 
planned and conducted by this unit» 

2, TEST» 

a» Day and night firing exercises were conducted using the AH-1G 
Cobra firing H-U88, 17 lbs proxinity fuse (VT), and H-U90, 10 Xbe point 
detonating fuse (PD), warheads at four point targets consisting of throe 
non-salvageable APCs and one French armored reconaissence car. These 
targets were approximately 2^0 meters apart in both open terrain covered 
with trees. 

b. The firing exercises were broken down into six basic exercises 
as followsj 

EXERCISE TYPS FIRE   TARGET RAHQE  ALTITUDE   REMARKS 

1 LOK level  1200-3000n   25-100ft  Pop up 
2 Ilonial finale 1200-3000r.i   2000ft   Hornal fire 

25-35dcgrces 
3 High angle  1000-2000n   above 3000ft 

35-60degreeG 
k        Low level  12OO-30OOn   25-100ft  Plre thru trees 
5 ITom-a ane.le 1200-3000ri        2000ft Plre tturu treec 
6 nigh angle     100-2000n above3000ft Pire thru treec 

c»   The targets were acquired from property disposal at Qui Depot, 
transported to Camp Enari on low boys, and then transportod to the firing 
area by a CH-5U helipopter. 

d.   Approximately 300 17 lb HE, (VT) ar.d approsdjnateay 250 10 lb 
Head, (PD) warhead were fired during the test. 

| DOWNGMOB At 3 YEAI mHWAlS; 
<34 NCUSSIOAnttnYEAIS. 
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3. TEST RESULTS; i. 

a. The 10 lb HEAT, PD fuse, proved to be an effective armor defeating 
iminltlons. This warhead penetrated armor, blew off accessories which 
would have wounded ground personnel, created fragmentation effect with- 
in the vehicles, and blew large pieces of armor as far as 50 meters from 
the target area. 

b. The 17 lb, HE, (VT) fuse, warhead produced minimal damage to 
the armor vehicles and Indications were that personnel exposed, both ground 
and crew would have been killed or wounded. Direct hits did not penetrate 
the AFCs. 

c. The best technique of fire proved to be the normal dive angle, 
firing a minimum of four pairs of rockets. This method produced at least 
one direct hit per firing aircraft and maximum area coverage. Although 
the low level popup method of attack furnished the least exposure time, 
it is a less accurate method of attack. 

d. Night firing, using the firefly aircraft to pinpoint and illuminate 
targets, proved to be within the capability of this unit to conduct night 
attacks upon armored vehicles. Haze and terrain contributed to less firing 
accuracy than daylight attacks. 

4. CONCLUSION; 

a. The 2.75" HEAT warhead witli PD fuse is an effective armor- 
defeating munitions. 

b. The best method of attack is normal angle, firing approximately 
four pairs of rockets each time. 

c. The 17 lb HEAT warhead with PD fuse will be more effective 
when available in RVN. 

5. AVAILABILITY OF TEST DATA; This report is not a final report of 
firing test. Any agency desiring further information and/or a copy of the 
final report may write this Headquarters, ATTN; S-3. 

yO 

HtQEftr H, BTOTER 
ITC,   AR 
Ooaadndintr 
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