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 CONFIDENTIAL

' DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARYERS 1ST BATTALION 40TH ARTILUERY
AP0 San Franeisco 96269

AVGLA-C 31 October 1968

SUBJECTs Operational Report of 1lst Battalion, 40th Artillery for Period
Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR=65 (R1) (U)

See Distribution

1. (C) ¢ Operationsy S

o, Geppral.

(1) The battalion remains assigned to 108th Artillery Group with the
miseions Gemeral Support of XXIV Corps, Reinforc the fires of 12th
Marine Regiment and lst Cavalry Division (Aimmobile) Artiliery. At the
begimning of the reparting period the firing batteries were positioned at
w (1D 215673)¢ :gga HA COMBAT BASE (1D ﬁm). ;ntg;: J:agz(glgsoua)..

<tho reperting d batteries have oocoupded positl at L2 Y

(YD 637272), L2 Sharon (YD 335492), THON HOI YEN (YD 447510), and X T0T BONG
(ID132642), The fiwing batterica are presently located at TRUC SON (YD 215673),
X TOT BONG (YD 132642), and THON HOI YEN (YD 447510), Diring this perdod,.
the battalion fired in support of tho lst Marine Regiment, 2d Rogimonmt (ARWN),
1st Brigedo 5th Moohanised Infantyy Division, the 3d Squadron, 5th Cavalry of
the G9th Infentry Divisien, the ﬂmuuﬁm Rattalion of tho 3d Marine
Division, clements of the 10wt Aamma vision (Airmobdle), and olomonts
of tho lst Cavalry Division (Alawwoddls), ’

. (2) Dumdng the month of August thord was oonsidoratlo inoroasse in apomy
initiatod oomtacts and attacks perticularly in tho oontral and eastorn

portions of tho IMZ arca. Hoavy wohlculir traffis was noted ont highway 9

from Khe Sanh into tho Ba Long Valley &uring this poriod. Dong Ha Combat

Baso and all major LZ's and FSBts in tho Quang Tri Provinco rocoived incoming
mertar and artiliory firo froquontly during the first part of dugust, Tho

US Marinos, US Amy, and LRVN foreos contimuod to bring rrossuro on tho ocnomy
by condusting soveral oporations up, to multi~rogiment sizo. The dlscovory

of largo cachos of amus, anmumnition, rice, and modical supplies during those _
oporations groatly roducod tho onany!s offoctivenoss and moralo, Tho battallon
funishod forward obscryors and fired in support of many of thoso oporations,
Enany and A11iod oporations were greatly decrensed in earl-r Septerber

duo to tho offocts of Typhoon Bess, Enomy eotivity romainod on tho doelino
during the ramdindor of the reporting pordod, =~ T T '
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(3) Tho battalion contimuos to amphasizo improvamont of dofonsivo
positions and living oonditions both in tho firo basos and tho baso camp
area, Frocodures for computing and chocking Firc Dirootion Data to onsuro
timoly firos aro oonstantly roviewod and improved,

(4) Staff visits and frogquent informal inspoctions by tho Battallon
. Commandor contimio to insure a high stato of unit roadinoss and adhorence to
ovorall doctrinal guldance provided by Dopartmont of tho Ammy Fiold and

Tochnical Mamuals, with partioular emphasis on gumory teclmiquos as out-
1linod in FM 6=~40,

(5) Duo to the inaccuracy of maps and tho lack of survoyed rogistration
points, tho battallion continuos to usc the high burst mothod of rogistration
oxclusively, This mothod is uscd in conjuction with both tho AN/MPQ-44 Countor
Mortar Radar and survoyod obsorvatlon posts. Rogistrations aro oconductod
concurrontly with motoorological mossage flights, Motro mossagos aro
rocolvod throo timos each day and arc used for computaticn of curront MET
plus VE GFT sottings,

be Onerations snd Dratning fotdviilos.
(1) PFlans, Curront plans for tho battalion ares

(2) To provido artillory support in defonse of sllfod installations
along tho IMZ, i .

(b) To bo proparod to movo firdng battories to any location in tho
XXIV Corps aroe,

(s) To maintnin ono Mring battory at TRUC SON to support allied
oporations in and bolow tho castorn ond of the IMZ, -

() To oonduct training as outlinod by Unitod Statos Army Wotnan
(USARYV) training diroctivos, with suffioiont soction training to onsure
that a1l wdts and individnals are oapablo of porforming thoir missions,

(6) T maintain adninistrativo-oontrol over 235th, 238th, 239th,
240th, 25&h, and 250th Fiold Artdllery Dotachmomts (Countor Mortar Radar)
whlch provido countor mortar surveillanco for tho 12th Maxrino Rogimont at
DONG EA COMBAT BASE and tho GIO LINE outpost (YD 213743)3 3d Bn, 12th Marinoo
at firo support baso CATES (M1l 691, YD 926443 end Signal HA1L, YD 94sisl)s
1st Bn, 12th Marinos at CIMP JJ CARROL (YD 065555)3 and 1lst Bn, 13th Marines
noer QUANG TRT (YD %1545),

(£) To conduct 1limited scalo civil affairs oporations in tho
villages around tho DONG HA COMBAT BASE with incroasod omphasis on coordination
of civil affairs with tho local (2d ARW Rogimont) host nation nili
oommandor,

v

(2) Oporations,

(a) Tho bettalion continuos to provido roinforeing artillory
support whilo pertioipating in operations oonductod in Scotland, Lancastor
1I, Kontucky II, Napoloon-Seline IT, Califernia, and Righriso. Tho
battalion also providod support for 3 nuber of ARW oporations,

INCL | CONfibE_NTIAL.
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(b) Battalion Hoadquartors, Hoadquartors Battery, and Sorvico Battory
have romainod in baso canps at DONG HA COMBAT BASE,

(¢) Battory /. bogan tho roporting poriod at LZ Jano (YD 380429)
with tho mission of Gonoral Support, Roinforcing tho fires of 1st Cavalry
Division (idrmobilo) jxtillory. On A fugust, the battory displaced to
THON HOI YEN (YD 447510) with no chango in mission and has reomainod
at this location for tho rdanaindor of tho roporting poried, During tho
niddlo of Soptuibor tho battory was isolatod by Typhoon Boss, 4All roads
and bridgos to THON HOI YEN woro impassablo for o two wook poriod, 4All
rosupply and porsommel movomont was conductod by air, This mroblom will
oceur agein during perlods of hoavy rains duo to tho physical locatdon of
tho fire baso and tho inability of tho onginocors to keop tho roads opone.

(4) Battory B bogan tho roporting poriod at DONG HA GOMBAT BASE
(YD 218598) with tho ulssion of Gonoral Support, Roinforcing tho fires of
12th Marino Rogliont. On 2 August tho battory displacod to LZ Sally (YD
637272) to assuio the mlssion of Gemeral Support, Roinforeing the fires of
101lst Adrborne Division (Almmobile) Artillory. On 21 fAugust, Battory B
displaced back to DONG HA COMBAT RASE to roassume a reinforcing role of 12th
Marine Rogimont, Throo days later, on 24 August, the battory moved to LZ
Sharon (YD 335492) with tho rission of Gonoral Support, Reinforcing the ist
Cawvalry Division (Almuobile) Amtillory, During Typhoon Boss, Battory B was
also cut-off, from support by tho battalion for throo days. On 20 Soptambor tho
battory moved to X TOT BONG (¥D 132642) to agsumo tho nlsslom of Gonoral
Support, Roinforcing 12th Marino Rogimont with priority of firos to 5Sth
Bn 4th Artillory of tho 1st Brigade, Sth Mochanizod Infantry Division.

(o) Battory C spont tho ontiro roporting poriod at RWI SON,
Its mission was Ganoral Support, Roinforcing tho firos of 12th Marinc
Rogimeont and romainod unchangod throughout tho roporting poriod.

(£) Tho typos of missions for all battorios havo romainod tho samo
a8 proviously roportod and tho battory at TRUC SON contimnd to rocolvo tho
most luerativo targots and tho bost targot survoillance. It has firoed in
closo support of US Marina and ARW oporations, and on 13 and 14 Soptambor
fArod ovor 800 rownds i pamparation for an ARW oporation,

(2) . Battory A at THON HOI YEN has had tho fowost numbor of sig=
nificant ‘missions, f£iring mostly at suspoctod onomy locations with littlo
or-nd. survolllanco. Battory B, .sinco‘moving to X ‘TOT BONG, Iivod.noro’

.
. b .

" (h) " The doploymont of the six. attaghod cowter mortar radar dotachs
nents, rerinins thc sano as proviously. renorted vit™ the exc ntion of the -

.235th and 240th dotachmonts. Who oxohangod positions to.provido roliof fox
‘'tha 240th aftor thoy had sufforod damago Ffrom a hoavy mortar attack while

at L2 CATES, Nlso, tho 245th dotachmont is in tho procoss of moving to
SIGNAL MOUNTATN (YD ohsisi), :

(1) Tho battalion was croditod with 2204 onomy KIA (Confirmoed)
at tho closo of tho poriod and had firod 580,367 rounds since 27 October

1966, 3 /
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(3) motntng, - CONFIDENTIAL

(a) Trainiag 1s conduotod ovory day.- using on=tho=job training
as tho prinary trailning vohielo,

(b)  Faniliarization firing of all types of individusl and crow
sorvod woapons contimios to bo schodulod monthly and, with tho oxcoption
of tho firing bottorlos, is aceonplishod, '

(¢) A1l incoming porsemol. rocolvo a proseribod 16 hour block
of RW and unit oriontation training plus familiarization firing on small
aras. Training on porimotor dofonse, omplacamont of Claymorc minos,
propor handling of artillory ammmition, warning signals; and individual
protoction continuos to bo amphasizod,

(4) Chomleal, Seattored incidonts of onomy usc of riot control agmmts
nocossitatos that oporational protoctivo goar bo kopt immodiatoly availahblo,
Tho ML7 protoctive mask is tho only itom of CBER oquimmont authorizod in tho
battalion., Froquont inspootion of masks and instruction of porsonno).

Insuro roadinoss to oporato suocossfully in a CBR onviromont,

(5). Forward Obsorvors.

@.) Tho battalion maintains its two organic liaison toams at tho
2d ARW Rogimont FSCC and tho 12th Marino Rogimont FDC, 4 pormanont foiward
obsorvor positlon is maintainod at thoe outpost position A1, Forward
obsorvor toams aro rotatod poriodically at this position, 4 1liaison toanm
and throo forward obasorvor toains aro oporating \,‘:H'.h_ tho 3d ¥juadron, 5th
‘Cavalry of tho 9th Infantry Division noar THON MY THUY (YD 490563), Tho
?a!gt%ig& z)zlso has an PO toanm with Spocial Forcos olomonts noar MAI LOC

9 .

(b) Tho rannining forward obsorvor toans aro amployod as rogquirod
with units supportod by tho battalion, FOfs from tho battalion normally
accompany oach battalion of the 24 ARW Reogimont during oporations., Dwuring
tho first part of tho roporting poriod, a liaison tcan and two FO topmis
accompaniad olononts of tho 101lst Adrborno Division (Afrmobilo) in the

A Bhau Valloy oporation,

c. logiatips,

(1) During tho roporting pordod tho battalion has consolidatod all
1ts maintonanco activitios and porsonnol undor tho Battalion Motor Officer.
A1l log books and maintonanco rocords aro boing maintainod at Battalion
Maintonanco, Tho only oxcoption to this policy is that log books for MLOS
Howiteors aro maintainod at tho forward battory positions. Consolidation {
was necossary dw to lack of qualifiod maintonanco suporvisors., /At pesont
thoro 1s only ono battory motor sorgoant in tho battalion, Consolidation
will bo tominatod whon sufficient qualifiod porsomeal aro assignod to

tho battalion,

(2) Contact toams from battalion maintenanco contimiously visit tho
firing battorios to rondor nocossary maintonanco support. Socond and
uhird ocholon malntonanco and quartorly and somi-ammual maintonance sorvicos
aro porformod by theso toams on sito, whoz possiblo,

CONFIDENTIAL
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d. Modleals - GUNFIDENTIAL

(1) Tho battalion surgoon and his aidmon centinuo to condust wookly
Modical Civie Action Prejoot (MEDCAP) visits to IONG FA Humlet. Tho visits
aro bocoming moro and more suscessfuls Rocantly) in coladwratlen of a Vot~
namoso childrem’s holiday, tho battallen furnishod candy to tho children in
condunctdon with the woolkdly MEDCAP, .

(2) Rodent and post control has boon amphasizod during this poriod, and
much rrogross is boing mado, .

(3) Battalion modical porsormol have boen working with other medical
units and tho G=5 in tho aroa to ostablish a hospital for the native pop=
ulation of DONG HA, An old abandonod French hospital of ton rooms is
boing rohabilitatod into an in=petiont facility with a capacity of about
20 to 25 bods, Tho hospital will bo staffed by militery physiclians from
DONG HA COMBAT BASE on a daily basis. Modidal Supplics are rrosontly boing
a&o:ula‘hod and tho foollity should bo in full cporation within tho noxt
montne . : R . : ) c

o. Porsomnal.

(1) Tho battalion miffored two wounded during tho roporting poricd
duo to hostilo action, Ono man rocoivod mortar fragmonts whilo working
on tho 2L0th vadar et FSB CATES (M1l 692, YD 926443) end an PO roaaivod

anall arms and ertillory frognnts whilo participating in tho A Shau Valloy
Omﬁﬂno ’ ‘ b

T

. (2) T battalion suffered throe wounded not dus to hostilo sction.
T, pan Teceivod fragnontation injurios from 2 155m romd fived by a
. g _mﬂ.tmdondmmmainjmduhmahmkoroouap»dmmw

- 2, Atillorw.

Tho Lattalion 15 still oquippod with the MO8 Solf=Propollod 105mm Howitsor,
0 MS7AL Commnd Fost vohlelo 4s availabllo for tho FIC of each fiving
batiey and’ two ezo auvthorigod for thoe Oporetions/XDC/Intelligoroe oonplax
ot tattalim hoadquartors, howovor, dus to tho seml-statis positions in this
ares of operations, FIC's oporuto 4n bmkore and tho M57741 As soldom utilised.
The Sattalion FIC and cach battery FIC axo : ;
Compyter M13 (FADAC) and two gomerators for the oMifuter, Tho avuwor
._pmwommwﬂnme aontinuos to be of groat valw in this
whoro onany artillory, rocket and mortar attacks aro froquont.
travebso and Mgh rato of fire of o howifsor continuo to be invaluable in
olosewin ausrgoncy dofense of surrowndod fridly forooc. S |

'(‘\;ﬂ. . ..' AT R andi R oo Sees

* LRI . ‘ oo »
RN o) ) N . R . P
s, . . PR . v .
D E W, . LI t L T N e PR ’ . .
.. .

“A) 211 battories mdorwont a Couiand Maintonanco Managment Inapoote
 ion edmindstorod by XXIV Corps during the month of August. 411 battories
rocoivoed ‘an overall rating of satisfactory.

: (2‘) _The battalion vndnrwont 1hs Aaar;baxmmﬂ_. Milttary ‘Ihtollio:o_.r.mo

_ nspection during the month of September, Yo deficioncies were found,
- DU W T - o }
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__CONFIDENTIAL
(3) During tho remorting period (92 days) the battalion trained on
92 d~vz, conducted tactical onerations on 92 days and displaced on S days,

and Feoommendations,
a. Parsomnels None

bo C ggratigng .
Acoanisability of Suppork Hodntkonanes Faoilitdes.

(a) OBSERVATION, Exocessive organizatd.onal deadlines ar» dve to ine
Aaccessﬂbiliﬁy of the dJdirect support unit,

(b) EVALUATION, Direct support for tracked vehicles and artillery
plecos is performed by the 63rd Support Detaclment at Dong Ha, This wmit
provides excosllent support for tracked vehlcles, and replacement of cannon
tubes, The prohlem lios with the 63rd Support Company at Quang Tvi, the
battalion® only dirent support for all repair parts and wheeled vehlcles,
The capability of wwits at Dong Ha to plck up parts and deliver wheoled
vohlolos, requiring support maintemance, to the 63rd Direct Support Company
at Quang Tri is axtremoly limited dup to road conditions during tho monsoom
80a30n,

(0) RECOMMENDATION. That an appropropristo size dirooct support mainte -
onance wnit for parts and whoolod wohiclos bo locatod at Dong Ha.

c. Iradning. Nemo
d. Intolliganoqs Nemo
o. Legiatiea.
zz:%%n.. Bodv fAowor, Progmontatian. Protootivo, with 3/4 colliax FSN 8470~

(2) OBSFRVATION., US Amy Body Armor FSN 8470-823~7371 appoars to
bo loss durablo and to rrovido loss protection than tho USMC body armor FSX
B470=576=44193,

(b) EVALUATION, Undor normal woaring conditions in this battaliun
two US Army body axmmor bogins to dotoriorato in approximatoly four months,
T soams of tho oxtorior ocovoring toar and tho immer rrotoctiwo webbing
bogins to roll and mat, Tho U8 Army body ammor olings to tho body rroventing
adoquato alr circulation aroumd thoe uppsr body, thus groatly contributing
to hoat casualtios, Tho USMC body axmor, worn by many of tho moa in this
battalion, doos not havo any of thoso faults, It 1s alro Tellowved that tho
fragment stoppinz powor of tho USMC body armmor ig groator, .n EIR con=
corning tho durability faulte of tho U8 Ammy body armor was sulmltted by
this organization on 30 April 1968,

6

. AAMCINCUTIAY
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(s) RICAOTNDATION, That amser, bedy fragmontation protoctiwe,
PR 8470823=737L (US im1y) bo rowowvnluatod and comparod with agmoy,

fragiontation protootive FAN 8470=576=10193 (UEMC) for durability and

fragiont motoction and that tho botter armor bo adoptod for use by both

sorvicos,
- Rotf, ONLL 0 Apel)

. (2
1967, Sos 2, part 1, jura 5a,
(a) OBSERVATION, Noithor TOB 6-465C datod 31 Octobor 1966,

noy MIOBYs 6=l64G, 467G, 6=U463G, all datad 27 Novenbor 1967, provido

a suffioiomt nuibor of wator trailors for tho wator roquirencnts of this

battalion,

(b) EVALUATION, Tho battalion 4s suthorired five 4O gallon

wgtor trailors by WE, As of this date thoro ard £ive traillors on
flus eno float trailor that is on temporary loan from an ARV vnit,
dorlloynant roquires battaries to operato indopondantly at widoly

Thotiosl

seraratod firo basos, Wator must oithor reack tho tatiories over loug ond
oftey inscouro resds or by licopter. At approvod walor pointe, vohliclos
wait in 1ire for soveral hows, scmotines not returning to the battory

aros wntil tho noxt day. When en an operstion, a battory must ofton
provido wator for infantry and other sccurity clauomts which at tines

mmbar up to ons mdrod rion, theredore doubling tho roquiranent for

wtcr. Tho wetor s usod for cooking, wasking utonsils, cloaning kitohen
oquignent, and drinidng, Non-potstls wator is usod for washing and shuworing,
Pivo wmator traflors voro roquisitioned in April 1967, cancoled spprexinatoly
aix ponthe lator, roroquisitionod end agsin eancolod, Justification was
suisdttod to I Plald Forco on 17 Aprdl 1967 and leosl apiroval for 60

day losn was recaivod, howover ne wator truilers havo boen issuod,

(¢) RECOMINTATION, That fivo edditianal wator trailews, 400
gallon, PR 2930-542207% bo anthorized and issucd to tho battallem to
200t exyrsant wmator roquirononts,

{2 Diregs Mxhuoce Parta.

(s) OBSIRV.TION, Tho nanswailabdiity of dircot owehemgo parts is
a mujor auwo of organizational deadline or non-opoyationd) days chaiged
sguinat o dece of equijnint,

(b) EVALUATION. Parts Toquirod to koop agrirment eporwtiesal,
suph a8 wltage vwgndatans, spask mluge, ' gopcraighe, Sigrtowe,
and fwal puaps, are not availatlo 4n the digoot axchengoe systom in swfflaiamt:.
quantity ¢o noot oporatlanal dAyaents of suppordsd udts. It hes
boon negossary t¢ raintain og by trading and speuiring IX pevts

tiwough othor than ronial charwwols,

(¢) MECOMENDATION, That fast newing dirood exchango parts be
mﬁmod in surflclont quantity 40 inayro thodr roafy” amilabdlity whes.
n

[ Lo

7 )

T
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" CONFIDENTIAL
(4) Mm. e e

(a) OBSIRVATION, Hany Wlank forms for whish ncro is a high
usago factor arc not roadily availallo, on domasd, to tho using wnit,

(b) EVALUATION, Blanl firas for all staff soctions, porsomncl,
and firo diroctlon contors ravo boon on walid requisition from tho BSA
Printing and Publications Contor, Japan, APO 96503, sinco 26 Juno 1968
and 8 July 1968, A follow-up wns conductod in Sopt 1.968 and it wmas
dotormin::i that tho roquisitions arc walid and remais duo out, Many
fazus prosontly bolng usod must bo roproduced within tho battalion, Othor
forms such as DA~1, Di=2715, Di=2715-1, DA=1l7, and Li=17=1 that camot
bo locally roprodused aro acquirod from wnits having rocontly arrivod
In Vietham that otill have sufficiont quantitios on land,

(e) VNCOMWDA?IION.. That publication contors stock largor
quantitios of fast moving forms and ostablish a rocow! o domands systan

to olininato long duo out poriods,

(5) Individual Clothing.

(a) OBSERVATION, In tho pest two months tho following itoms of
individual clothing have not boon availablo for Assuo at tho diroet support
uwits trousors, tropical poplin, sizo modium-rogular and boots, tropiesl,
sizos 8R, 8W, 9R, 9W, 10R, 10W, 11R, and 11W,

(b) EVALUATIONs Comstant twdlding and robuilding of battory
positions, working with lumbor, ammmition boxos and sand bags, causo tho
trousors to woar out or bocomo tomn long boforo tho coate Nomually tho
nan of an artillory bettory work with tholr coats off, which also caue~s
trousors to woar out long boferc tho coat, Tho shortago of boots in tho
abovo montionod slzos is duc to porsonmol arriving in tho wnit without
boots or with only ono pair of boots, Thoro is no problom with tho boots
woaring out, : .

(c) RECOMINDATION, That trousors in all sizos, ospocially modium
rogular, bo stookod in groator quantity by tho dirocet support umits; that
considoration bo given tho posaibility of rolssuo of tho tropleal oombat
boot, ospeclally in sizos of groat domand,

£ Crgandsatdone Nono

g. liodloel .
(1) Unit Notgleation of Status of Evacuatod Porsompol,

(a) OBSIRVATION, Thwo prosontly axists no roasonably prompt
nothod of informing raront wnits as to tho condition, prognosis, and
?aﬁmtod langth of alsonco dw to a nodlcel owasuation for llnoss or
infury. : ‘

.
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(b) EVILUATION, Information concorming tho condition and

ostinatod tino loss to tho unit are Amportant fron a command standpoint
in owaluating menpowor noods and possiblo roplacononts, Tho axisting system
providos for no imodiato foodback of information and dolays of wooks to
nonths boforo wmits aro nctifiod as to a patiomts status aro conmonplaco,
Moroovor, In tho ovont of an outbroak of infoctious disoaso, tho dolay
of lmportant provontivo moasures causod by poor corunmication rojprosonts
a vory real throat to the hoalth of tho wnit,

(¢) RICOMIWDATION, That an offoctive nothod of cormmmication
foodback bo ostahlishod to a paront wmit hy tho cvacuation facilityls
Pationt Affalrs Offico. Ono suggostod solution is a simplo posteard typo
form (Pro-addrossod) accompanying tho pationt to an ovacuation facility
upon which could briofly bo notod tho information discussod abovo, Tho

card could thon bo mallod (In-Country) and tho unit would rocoivo valuablo
data without noocloss dolay.

(2) Ehaxmagoutdesd, Supilios.

~ (a) OBSZRVATION. On occasion tho battalion aid station is in
rocolipt of drug iroparations which are not in thoir most oconomical form .
and is without tho moans of offocting tho nocessary alterations, “

(b) EVALUATION. 4n oxanplo of tho abovo is tho distribution of
a fluorinatod synthotlic topleal storoid proparation (Triamcinolono Acotonido
Croann, Topdeal, FSN 6505-071-6547) which is an axpensivo but walusblo
thorapoutic adjunet to tho dematologiceal amarontariun, This ercan is
suppliod in a concontration of 0.5% in watorewmshablo baso in & oz Jars
intondod by tho mamifacturor to bo usod by pharmacios, Tho wmiforml
rocorriondod strongth for toplasl application howovor, is only 0.025%,
Thoro 18 no domonstratod: doso-rolatod ineroaso in offoctivonoss duo to tho
highor concontration in tho litoraturo, and aid stations aro not ogquippod i
to offoct tho "eutting" of tho strongth of tho 0.5% erocam to 0,025%, !
Sinco this iton roprosents a considorahlo axponsc, tho prosont fom of j
- avallabllity 1s wstoful both from tho standpoint of drug utilization ond f
nonitary axpondituro.

. (c) RICOMIWDATION, That pharmacoutical proparations bo furnishod i
in tho nost oconomlcal and usablo concontrations, ' . -

(3) Yoddonl Roports

(a) OBSERVATION, Tho battalion surgoon is rosponsiblo for the
sutmission of poriodic hoalth roports which aro ofton oomplicated and in
which nono of tho authorizod ald-station porsommcl aro trainod,

(b) EVALUATION, Tho only porsormol Instructod in reports such
as tho wookly norbidity roport and tho nmonthly command hoalth roport are
modical sorvico porsommol who aro not authorizod at the unit lovol.

(¢) RECOMINDATION, That instruction in tho complotion of roquired
forms and roports bo glven as a part of tho fomal courso of instruction at
Fort Sam Houston (lodical Training School).

-
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CONFIDENTIAL
(4) Post Idontiftontd L

(a) OBSERVATION, Thoro prosontly oxists no roadily avallable
publication for tho ugso of ald-station porsormol in idortifying potontlally
dangorous spocies of insocts, spldors, and snskos,

(b) ICVLUATION, In tropical combat sottinzs, insoct, spidor, and
particularly snako bitos jwosont a problom of toxiclty owvaluation, Although
roddcal corps officors roocive skotchy training by roans of a disilay at
tho M,F.Se8., thore 1s a nood for a handy, 1lustratod flold roforonco
riamual or publication on tho idontification of dangorous croaturos or anlmal
spoclos,

(o) ROCOIINDATION. That an amy ficld manual. (with illustrations) .
bo publishod concorning cormon poisonous wvarictios of biting croaturos
which roprosont & dofinito hoalth hazard to all military porsomnocl,
3. (U) Soction 3, Hoadquartors, Dopartumont of tho Army Survoy Information,

Nogative Roport.

LAWRINCE H,
LM, ARTY
Cormanding
DISTRIBUTION$
2-CG, USARPAC
ATTNs GROP-DT
APO San Franclsco 96558
9-CG, USARV
ATINs AVIGD (DIT)
APO San Praneisco 96375
10C0, 108th Arty Gp |
AR’) San Francisco 96269
CONFIDENTIAL
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AVE~C (31 Oct 68) tst Ind '
SUBJECTs Operational Report of fst Battahon 4Oth Artillery for
: Feriod Ending 31 October 1968, RCS csroa-es (r1) (u)

HEADQUARTERS, 108th Artillery Group, AYTN: AVGD-»C, APO San Francisco
96269, 11 November 1968

T70: Commanding General, XXIV Corps Artmcry, ATTN: AVIT-AT, APO
San Francisco 96308

Concur in the ccaments and recommsndations made in Sectiom 2, subject
to the following comment: Page 2 paragraph b (1)(s), 1st sentence,

should read, *To maintain mnnen%_e_m_mﬂ control overs..,
13th Marines regrQuong Tri (YD311545).

ROBERT V LEE J!.‘

Colonel, Artillery
Cosmmanding




AVII=ATC (31 Oct 68) 24 Ind
SUBJECTs Operational Report of 1st Battalion, LOth Artillery for period
ending 31 October 1968, (RCS USFOR-65) (R1) (U).

DA, HQ XXIV CORPS ARTILLERY, AP0 96308, 25 Nov 68
T0: Commanding General XXIV Corps, ATTN: AVII-GCT, APO ¥6308

1, Concur with comments and recommendations made in Section 2 of the basic
report and comment made in first indorsement., Additional comments are list-
ed in succeeding paragraphs.

2, Reference naragraph 2b (c), page 6, conceruing ac:essibility of support
maintenance facilities, Concur. Da Nang Support Command is taking action
to improve direct support maintenance by supplementing the 63d Support

" Detachment with 50 men from the 237th Light Maintenance Company in uang
Iri.

3. Reference paragraph 2e (4), page 8, concerning nonavailability of blank
forms. Concur, Most units have reported a lack of responsiveness on the
part of the distribution center in Japan.

L. Reference paragraph 2g (1), page 8, concerning status of evacuated
personnel, Concur. While all personnal evacuated are dropped from the
unit, many of these personmnel are eventually returned to the unit per
USARV policy. In these cases great personal inconvenience is caused the
individual when personal proparty is shipped out of the area. Also, units
feel a great responsibility for wounded personnel. Status of wounded
personnel, available on a timely basis, would improve morale and increase
confidence in the medevac system.

Se The required organizational charts, omitted from the basic document,
are included as inclosure one to this indorsement.

ALLAN G. P%N

BG, USA
Commanding

IZ




( CONFIDENTIAL | 1

AVII-GCT (31 Oct 68) 3@ Ind ' MAJ Sanderson/wab/2506
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 1st Battalion, 40th Artillery for Period Ending
31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)(U)

DA, HQ, XXIV Corps, APO 96308, 3 JAN 1969
T0: Commanding General, United States Army, Vietnam, APO 96375 @3

1. (U) The ORLL of the 1st Battalion, 4Oth Artillery has been reviewed at
HQ, XXIV Corps and is forwarded in accordance with USARV Reg 525-15,

2. (C) Comments on Section 2: Commender's Observations, Evaluations and
Recommendations,

. a, Concur with commander's recommendations noted in paragraphs 2b, 2e(l),
2e(4), and 2g{4). Concur vith 24 Ind, paragraphs 2 and 3 whthout further comment.

b, Item: Water Trailer, 400 gallon FSN 2330~542-2039, page 7, para 2e(2).
Use of the CGRLL as a means to request authority for additional water trailers
is inappropriste. Authority for additional water trailers should be requested
MIOE submission.,. As an interim measure, the unit can request temporary
loan of additional water traillers IAW USARV Reg 700-20. ‘

c. Item: Direct exchange parts, page 7, para 2e(3). Concur. The 26th
General Support Group has been informed by this headquarters of the unit's
comments . '

d. Item: Individual clothing, page 8, para 2e(5). Concur. The 26th

' . General Support Group has been informed by this headquarters of the unit's

comments,

e, Itemt Unit notification of status of evacuated persomnel, page 8, para
2g(1) and 24 Indorsement, para 4« Nonconour with suggested solution.

(1) A ceard system similar to the recommendation was tried during the Koreen
VWar asd found to be unsatisfactory. In most cases the cards were lost or

iwproperly prepared.

{2) A1l hospitdls send daily admission and disposition sheets to those
units having individuals admitted, transferred or discharged from the hospital.
The 108th Artillery Group Surgeon was notified to inform subordinate unite
to contact the XXIV Corps Surgeon if admission and disposition sheets are not
received,

(3) Large units (division-size) maintain liaison NCO's at each supporting
hospital to keep the unit informed of all &dmissions, transfers or discharges.
However, this procedure is impractical for small units with few admissions. Tele-
phonic ecommnication with hospitals has been recommended to the 108th Artillery
Group Surgeon for small units in following the status of evacuated personnel.

f, Item: Pharmaceutical supplies, page 9, para 2g(2). Concur with recom-
mendation. However, the item cited in the commander's evaluation does come in a

smaller container as well as a less concentrated strength (FSN 6506~602-819/
15 gm tube, 0,1%). The 108th Artillery Group Surgeon was notified to inform

13d CONFIDENTIAL




 CONFIDENTIAL

AVII-GCT (31 Oct 68) 3d Ind 3 JAN 1369
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 1st Battalion, 40th Artillery for Period Ending
' 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR~65 (R1)(U)

subordinate units of the availability of the additional items.,

g, Items: Medical reports, pige 9, para 2g(3). Instruction inipreparation
of medical reports is presently included in the formal instruction for medical
corpsmen at the Medical Field Service School, Ft, Sam Houston,@n 24~25 Oct 68,

a two=day medical records and reports orientation course was conducted in

Phu Bal by representatives from the USARV Surgeon's Office. One individual fronm
HHB, 18t Battalion 40th Artillery attended. It has been recommended to the
108th Artillery Group Surgeon, that the 1st Battalion, 4O0th Artillery send a
representative from their aid station to the XXIV Corps Surgeon's Office for
additional instruction in medical records and reports,

FOR THE COMVANDER:

H.R TAYﬁR

CPT:AGC
ASST AG
(G, XXIV Corps Ar
% 100t oy 07
€O, 18t Bn, 40th Arty
—_ %
CONFIDENTIAL
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AVHGG-DST (31 Oct 68) 4th Ind ?
SURJFCT: Operational Report of 1lst Battalion, 4Oth Artillery for Period Fnding
31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl)'(U)

IF.ADQUARTERS, UNITFD STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 1 4 FEB 1969

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558 .

\

1. This headouarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned

for the nuarterly period ending 31 October 1968 from Headquarters, lst

Battalion 40th Artillery.

2. Comments follow:

. a. Reference item concerning body armor, fragmentation, protective, with
3/l collar FSN 8470-823-7371, page 6, paragraph 2b(l): nonconcur. The unit
submitted an EIR on the Army's body armor which will result in a reevaluation
of the vest. Through an interservice supply stockage agreement, USMC body ar-
mor could be requisitioned by the Army. Meanwhile, a new variable type body
armor is undergoing evaluation by selected USARV units. The new vest was de-
veloped by Natick Laboratories and is designed to provide protection against
fragmentation and small arms fire with the addition of ballistic plates in
chest and back pockets.

b. Reference item concerning blank forms, page 8, paragraph 2e(4): non-
concur. An excessive number of accounts and a lack of usage factors caused
the Printing and Publications Center, Japan, difficulty in maintaining an ade-
quate stock of some blank forms in the first quarter FY 69. Through account
consolidation and establishment of usage factors, the stockage and supply
problems were alleviated. USARV units were advised to maintain a 60 day

stockage level.

c¢. Reference item concerning individual clothing, page 8, paragraph 2e(5)
and 3d Indorsement, page 1, paragraph 2d: nonconcur. Stockage of trousers
and boots at the direct support level is based upon demand; there is no short-
age of these items in the depots. Under USARV Regulation 735-1, a unit is
authorized to maintain a five percent stockage of clothing for direct exchange
purposes. Reissue of footwear is prohibited by AR 725-9, dated 25 June 1965.
Personnel are issued two pair of jJungle boots prior to departure from CONUS
and any deviations of this procedure should be reported to HQ USARV, ATTN:
AVHCD-SP (citing name of individual, serial number, flight number, date of
departure, and CONUS POE).

d. Reference item concerning pest identification, page 10, paragraph 2g(4):
noncdncur. Identification of dangerous insects, spiders and snakes is not con-
sidered practical at dispensary or aid-station levels of medical service. A
field manual on the subject would be too complex and voluminous to make it useful

15




AVHGC-DST (31 Oct 68) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 1lst Battalion, 4Oth Artillery for Period Fnding
31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

to dispensary personnel. Professional Entomologists or trained specialists are
assigned to two units of the L4ith Medical Brigade, the 20th and 172d Preventotive
i'edicine Units. At these locations, ample keys and reference materials are on
hand to identify pests. The unit has been advised to review USARV Regulation
40-12, Preventative Medicine Program.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

Cy furn: C. D. WILSON

HQ XXIV Corps T AGC

HQ 1lst Bn 40th Arty OIC AG CLASSIFIED
1b




Spepper e

GPOP=-DT (31 Oct 68) 5th Ind (U)

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, lst Bn, 4Oth Arty for Period
Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 18 FEB 1969

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Devealopment, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

Q. E H IELD
MAJ, AGC

Asst AQ
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