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H
HU"::H HGHIEP, a Viet
Con; economic cudre merber. HWan w.. coptufed on Cperation Dan Sinh
on 26 "loverber 1960 by B Co, 1s* Bn (LRN) 53¢ lafer iy, 1734 Airborne
2oy rade, He 0 0 puiveslar "rogzcal e g n o his long pol-
rtical affillafwea wrta the [ ot oY angfthe v oot Jong and b s period

of atudy 1v Ciorth Ve taan,

EARLY CEILDHOQU (1924 - 9P "¢ % “niller was HUYAN LIEN and my

mother wa i T.7 (Y. " Larente wo ¢ famters 3 fu 3on (H) Fhuoue
An (V) Tuy raaoe (B) tnb X 11), Uccnomica.!i, we were members of
tie miadle cinose Taore wer o oo cmildren nowy fwmily and 1 was

the oldesat, 4o there wag v - bhecther and < rer. There was no
formal seliv: w3t %ped am vy Ty, 0wt owe hed owlh respect for the

eldora wl botrevel 11 thgt they beliaved wnd talghy tc use COur
halet never had any connzction vith the Bmperor. 1 think An Son was
too far rerovaed frem the brovisce cu rtel ((ui KWhon! to have much in-
fluence over us. I am not even .ure who the Emperors were during my
:"Ollt}\o "

"In 1y ch.tdhoad there was a feud in my family between my uncle
and ny father, The fe.d was cver the owne *shir of land and property,
and it was pot settled until 1920, when ry uncle died. Because of the
continuous t ighting between these two, both of whom I loved very much,
my memories of early childhcod ave not very happy ones."

SCHOOLING (1922 - 1927): "I started school in 1922 when I was four-
teen years old. The schcol @ went t¢ was ia buong An (V) Tuy Phuoc

(D), We did not learn the Vietnamese language. It was cme of the 'old!
schools, and we stndied the Chinzse language and used Chinese charact-
ers. We also studied Chinaese and Vlietnamese 3tories, fables and par-
ables. What I mean by 'old' eschcol i3 that it was a private institution
originated by the elders of the village. Our teachers were the well ed-
uecated farmers of the village, who would volunteer their services to
teach the young men of the surrouading bamlets. The school day would
start at T otclock in the morning and the first gession would continue
until 12 olclock. At 12 ofclock T would return to my father's house

for lunch and then rest until 2 2'c¢lock, when the second part of our
school dsy began. The szecond session continued until 5 otclock, and
this would conplete the school uay. After school I would return home,
help my father with the chores and study. 1 never studied auything
about Commmism in schocl, I did rot learn of Commmism wntil the

lats 1940ts,"

"There was no social life in my school, nexther were there any
athletic activitiess I had a frierd, though, who knew XKarate, and I
learned from him all of the moves he knew, I was proud of this. By the
time that I left school 1 was an expert st Karate, but never have used
this knowledge and, as all of the moves thet I knew were defeunsive moves,
I could never have atiacked anyone."

"] gtayed in school for five years, or until I was nineteen. There
was no such thing as grades or graduation; your status was determined

(1)
el . GCONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDELTI 1AL

by clevses ane 1 finishea the f1fth clase. e averuie stuaen® in oy
famlat, went oply toece ¢la aey, bat 1 enjoyea schol very sush and  ws
my Unther did ot g ed e to help nuw vorky 1 omtimued to atbard, 1
had mary fricnds st school an I (ugoyea learnin very wchs 5 7w’y
aay that the five yearun I wpont in ccnocl were some oX the havrie g
vears cf qy iife.”

PadhdaGg 11927 ~ 19db) ¢ ‘after my schocling, as wr par nts, V boecsme =
farmer. I owned a4 little uver two hectaves oi lend in vy 2 lies hate
let {oune hectare = 2,471 acres). in san avewaee yeur 1w’ . adee
three crops of iwee, one cror of sugnr eane pad one cres 0 Lus.e ]
was parried or the ti:st tuwe in 1979 wben I was Tl years . Ty
wiflelg family had moved bt » aeisboring hamlet in 198 L0 1 hiud knom
her six wonths before cur warriage. We 1ived topether o~ ¢y my n
very harpy vear, and then my wife and ouvr chil. uied 1p » ilobarvih, I
remained single wntil 1972, thuen rewarries. T bhad kaown , second wvife
tor fvo years before we married but our meetings had not b, »n ficgaent
and, sadly, [ never resily .new her unt'l after we were wai: ied. ilgither
my tamily or T oot alory vevy well with 1y second wife boceouce she  Loved
tc be very lasy and lacked what we considered to be normel intelligence.
I left ner in 1934 after tuc yesrs of chiluless marria e.” (HUYNH saud
that this wes thought of as a formal divozrse.)

"I way vory careful in cpvosing a thind wife and 2id vo¢ rerarry
until 1943, My thind wife was the crnly daughter of a vich nerchent. We
had ~niovn one arother for five years beiore cur terriege, e were very
narpy when married and she btore e four sons."(All song are still alive;
three of the zons are members of the ARVN Army ana the fourth, the young~
est, ccriinuves to live vith HU’YNH%Q wife.)

CBAMRVALTONS Cot THs #R.AICH: "1 remember the French as cruel, brutal and
corrupt cppressors end cong.lerors. T haled to oven ses theme 1 had a
friend who worked for the railroad (ncw the Vietnanese Netional nailway)
ard he was unaer the dicect contrel of the Freinchmen., whenever he did
something wrong he was kicked and beaten. This attitude was not unusual
to the Frenctu. They acted just like the wnthinking colonists that they
are.’!

VIET i WH ab»JCIATIONS (3945 - 1955): "y hetred for the Prench :nd
their treschery and false promises proupted me to join & Viet Lirnh
Hational Survival Youth Group in 1945, as so many other young Vietnamese
did. This was s relatively new organization then, and as I was gbout
eight yeara clder than 211 the other members, after about two months

I quit this orgenization and joined the Viet hinh Farmers Association.
This wag not a Commmunist organization so much as it was en anti-French
movenent. I joined becuwuse of love for my country.!

"1 was very successful in tuis orgenization enu vefore the year wes
over I was slected, by scen:t ballot, the secretary of our iocal chaprer,
o one wes paid wages in the ssgnciation, everyone, like myself; vas &
volunteer., ‘'the cadre aof tidu o:ganization had a meeting once every ronth

and ell the merbers would meet every three wonths. Th. w-el™n  rlaces

(2)
INCL CONFIDENTIAL




e aR Se 1

TS

CONFIDENT AL

wele chenged every menth because 1f we were o ot b, tre Freach we

w0 1o have been severely punished and perhups “3.leds TVese meeiings
woula ustully lust for about two Yours in e Jete evening, 5t the
ronlhl - peetings we would plan .hat we vtteinpted t acco.p''sh for the
roliowing menth. When all the m nters vere topetrer everv thaird conth
ve would evaluate our past actions ano, once again, p.an m vhat tu Jo
in the Mture. There were about 130 m -bers in the Aznociation “rom oy
hanlet ana the surrounding villages art hunlets,"

CMUNTLT PudiV /R4, 0h1ft "I held the position of secretory in tne
Farmerta ssaccigtion until 1Y%., when I 'wu rcduced tc an ordinary
member, My rasponsibilities were :aken away not us a punishment but,

ax I set Vet re, I was & member of the m.ddle clags ana I had scime rich
relablven, 30 some people feared tnat I rueli share sentiments vitn the
wealthv, Lven though I was very prouc to be secretary, I vas able to
anaeratand their fears, even if they were not jgustified. It was in tlhis
veriod that the PFarmer's Associ-tion bvecame less a neiionalistic <~ reni-
zation and more of a Commmnist orgenization. The traasition uia . { ¢ ne
overnight., Aa I said, the organization was very large by this time; many
members had fought during the war (Vorld Yar IT) end hed heara of Comme
unism, People, who I now recognize were ascting as Commmnist egeuts,
would also come and talk with us, telling us to make attempts to over-
throw the government and to push the Frenchmen out. %his is what ve
Vietnamese villagers wished to hear, for they also spose of land redis-
tridbution for all Vietnamese and our own government, a people's govern~
ment., I officially became a member of the Communist rarty in 195C, and
from this time on apent the greater part of my time in getting other mem-

bers for the party and telling the people of the benefits to cume frem
Comrrnism.

"Mme mission of the Fermer's Association was the redistribution of
lend, In the old aays the rich, especially the French amd their cohorts,
the Yietnamese people who colaborated with them, took land away from the
poor, often using treachexy and other deceitful means, To give you an
exarple of this I need only to recall what happened to one of my frir 's.
¥y friend was a very successful farmer. One year vaere vas & sicime in
his family and his wife and oldest son died. Since he ani his othe «wo
sans were elso sick for the better part of the year, he was wnable . work
his fields. He got a loan from a rich French landowner with the v er-
standing that he would pay the loan back after one year., There v a con~
tract written up to this effect but there was also a verbal sgre ot
that If the farmer couldn't repay the money at the end of a year “1d
be allowed some extra time in xepeying the loan. A4t the end of ores y.
my friend asked for another month's time and guaranteed the Frerohimen
his rmoney if he were allowed this extra month. The Frenchusn zeneged om
his word and confisticated my friend's land. Shortly afier vime, my
friend died, as mch frcm heartbreak as anything else, gn. left toe s
without perents."

"This 1s the type of person that the association was -rorking ngainst.
e attempted by bharwaining and peaceful persuasion to get the rich to
either return land to its rightful owners or, if that was not possible, =o
offer some sort of reinbursement to them in the form of ron -y, cattle ox

(3)
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HE. ] . 1 | \ et g P N 2of '
SR oo o V.oeoan o1 e gt ot .

! . L w ledt ) T S T DU U S B S AT '
o et o thyee .. P o . N ' '
vexoo b oy v, b ot iopuin o ity a L aon, sas rodere W oL
resor f.  If pe:s Ly cas {arled, we rondd degr s b oo
crop, ard ther Lcre o, S Ny, bun dla st 0 cLln e

and gaatomobilles, ‘¢ r v " u'led anyoene, thou oot g chiot Jaota
hotew at right to coom 9 on wonetrnone T o0 0ot b v wny U gtead
oot oty a0t i weg oA chaln regct on. Ane nan tiried o
the otk ra foll @i, ftor 2% T oar not sar nat oxocened, ke e
Y vas oo b Voot e

Py D NORTH VI LoD (1350 < 1 tIn o date T o La. 0 dan oeooaei b v
Farmer's as.ocwot cu t at 1 e L0 Loty Jlevnam for '

T [
ing and educataor. 7 ool nol volurterr to o Yecgaze T oLt Coe
leave my Twdl s bt it wes Lot o thet Do 3 b bl o0 L

Vietnam vith:n tiree ccards T Lt aduit that = el ceger to s B o
and was looking foresva to learcirg mo.e cbont crop Lovigziion ovd rre -
Inetion and lear. wmor~ o Cormmuni.c., er how L4 was vouxing in bouth
Veetnem, T saw ny {nnmily 1 th la . Lime on Jaauary of 1955 bon 1
sleaied o the trio worth,"

"I avrrived o Tv.ti. Vietnam in April, aftev trave'ing by fiot for
three months. dezner of my age (43) I was assigned to woxrk in the pro-
duotiam bloce In lorth Vietnam every hamlet hes a rroduction bdloc arde
up of avcut 300 men,  ‘The bloc ia d:vided into production celle, cunposed
of tuenty men e.ch. Our production bloc, like mrsti others, devoica all
i*s :ine to producing rice. I do not know whky, but I founu that rice in
tr 2 north must be watchad closer ithan the rice in the scuth. If not, yau
wili not have a successful crov. BEven though T later reached the rocition
of prowuection cell leader, I never rec ived any instrection in teokkeeiiny
or accountirg Lo prepare me for my ot ito~be in Jouth Vietrzm rg a2 finsn..
and economic cadry letber.!

"y typical day in North Vietnam woall begin at 5130, when eveiyone
awoke., ‘he young men had a physisal treining progrem at 6:00, then every-
cne would shower and have breakfast. At sbout 8 o'clock the work day
would begin ane continue until 11 o'cloc.., when we vo 1d take a break for
lunch ard rest. ‘ork would resume at 1 o'clock end would continue until
5 o'clock. From 5 o'clock until 6:30 we hada time for ainner, to rest and
casuelly talk. At 613021l would rest and read the newspaper. Nrom 7:00
until 9:00 w. would have clusses. Tor the most part we studied :rice
production methods and mathematics.™

*On Gundays of every week there was a special two-hour clasa for
members of ihe Comminist party like myseif. These classes would revolve
around the political theories of Communism. The first year I zttiended
these classes we studied Lenin, buit this stopped after one yeer heczuse
there were some doubis relaiing to Lenin's ideology. T the gt inat we
woul have clesses on l'ac Tse Tung ard Ho Chi Dinh but ve nov v wid. T
think that the reascn ue diun't have many classes dealing wiii. proliticel

(4)
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t-oory 13 dve te the fact that -outh Vietnam kept talking abecut uivading
dortlh 4 ctnam, and for that resson all resources were ceployed towards
prod ction of food in case there should Ve a millitary camrai¢n. At times
we ooy f1lma pade n the United 8rate: relsting to better methods of rro-
duction and the construction of facturtes, The guality of these films
Nu8 LTy 004 anu we learncd much from t.os,  Ube meels in North Vietnem
corulsted of the same items I have had &'l of my life; rice three bimes a
day and fish and vogetables when available., When I was in North Vietnam
I worked in LDUCNC MINH (H) DUCNG MINH (V) QUYNE LUO (P) NGEE N (D)."

"we didn't tratn vi th wearons for very long. The only instructions I
ever haa with firearms was a three-day class on the structure and firing
of a .45 caliber pistol and a one-~day olass on the use of a French sub-~
racning gun. 1 have never liked rifles and machine gi.. but the pistol
wa uiece. Lator, back in South Vietnem, I carried a .45 caliber yratcl
fur « while beceuse my leaders told me I needed it for self-nrotect - on,

It became to bothersome, though, so I returned it and have nat carried o
wegpon since,"

"when working and going to clesses I naver had much centact vith the
lorth Vietnamese. All the people I vorked with were . cm vouth Vieinom,
It was generally thought and understood that we from South /letne~ -rould
some day return to the south, and by aiding the people eccuvrically we
would liberate the people from the puppet government of South Vietnam, so
that they could then form their own government, modeled on the Lcmmuniat
atyle, "

ivery yvear in North Vietnam a verson is given fifteen days specicl
leave. I spent all of my special leave time in Hanoi, and v.:itel ‘hes
city five different times, staying with a friend's femily., T v o vory
much aisappoinied with Hanoi. At one time I am sure that it m.st huve
been a great city but now it is too 0ld end is very dirty. When I was
in Hanoi the central power was always failing and we slways locked elec-
tricity. I think that Saigon end Nhe Trang are much nicer .i*‘es than
Hanoi. I was treated exitremely well in North Vietnam. :he jorty gave me
and most of the South Vietnamese better fcod, clothing and lcuzings theyn
rost of the North Vietnamese received."

#T believe the Commmnist regime of Ho Chi Ming in Torth ‘‘etnnm
atarted out with good intentions. Originally, thoy were try..g to rais:
the standard of living end create equality among the people, tut this dad
not come about. The Communists did raise the standard of living somewhat
by creating and organizing cooperatives, tut what they failed to 3n
in credting cooperatives was to establish equality end insi:ill in the
people a sense of humanity. All was too objective; tco imuerscnal. The
people kept being told that better times were coming, and *ma* the ricelands
would be redistributed to them, but while I was in Vorth Vietnam this never
heppened. I do not know how or why they failed but ‘hey aiv. Equality and
humanity are two things that are imporient to all people; -ithout them no
nation can be successful, It is just not possibvle.®

(5)
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"The reople of North Vietnam seemed to hieve u great respect for
President Jiem, of South Vietnam. (nce, trresident Diem was captured by
the Communists. ..0 Chi Minh ordered that he not be killed, for he
vanted to pervsunade Diem to work for illte Commnist cause., Later. Diem.
with the help of the Japanese, fled. The reason that Diem was such a
good politician and considered to be so smart may bhe attributed to the
fact that he gtarted at the very vottom and workced his way to the top.
He had very muich experience and kmew the best way o perform almost ail
jobs connected with politics. I think that the Diem government was
more loxcefal, had better policies and, overall, was much better than
the »resent ,overnment of Louth Vietnam. I was very sorry vwhen I
learned that Diew had died.”

"It is my opinion that the government of North Vietnam is more swift
that it i3 just. lany prisoners have been sentenced to death by firing
squads and others, not as dangerous, are sent into confinement, to be
re~educated or rehabilitated. Tersonaliy, T have never witnessed any
executions, but in 1958 there were *hree people that worked in my cell
that were round guilty of instigation corruption. They were taken uwry
and I never saw them again. It was my understanding that those that are
teken away for rehabilitation draw twc pairs of clothes end two pairs of
shoes a year from a central sup»ly room, This supply room also gives the
prisoners all the tools needed to work the soil. Then, they must provide
for them.elves and attend classes twice weekly until the government thinks
they have been rehabilitated. There is no set time that they must remain.
Perhaps some leave within a year and some will end up dying there.'

FOREIGN ADVISERS: 'when I was in North Vietnam our proauction bloc had
Chinese advisers from 1957 through 1959. I also know that during the sane
time span the economy sections had two East German advisers. The Chinese
advisers in our section workea with us in soil improvement and showed uvs
how to increase our production of rices In the economy section the PBast
Germans supervised the building of dams and factories. Advisers worked
with the people only on certain specified missions, and if any mission
would last over a year, the advisers would rotate every six months. My
overall impression of the advisers is & gcod one. They were effecient
and seemed to know the most practical and expedient methods of going
about their tasks, dbut I suppose that is what they are trained for. I
have never been aware of any foreign asdvisers working anywhere in South
Vietnam for the Viet Cong or North Vietnamese."

"Unlike in the Viet Cong, in North Vietnam you will find corrupticn.
As an example, there is probably no better case that my own. When I was
in North Vietnam I was foritunate enough to find a Parker pen. I was aware
that a Parker pen costs 2,000 p:asters in North Vietnam and was planning
on selling it, The political officer of our production cell became aware
of the pen and told me that I had to sell it to him for 500 piasters. I
tried’ to argue with him, but he said that was the rule. In the end, he
bought the pen for 500 piasters and I was, guite literelly and very
g8imply, cheated."

RETURN TO SOUTH VIETNAM (1961): "I left North Vietnam in June of 1961,
infiltrating back into my country with en infiltration group designated

(6)
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ag the Third Group, This group consisted of tw .ty nen, ten of wnom
were armed with carbines with three magazines each. T aid not carry e
weapon and arrived in South Vietnam in uUctober of 1961, It was then

that I began my work as a Viet Ccng, which continued until I was cap-
tured,

"At first, I was the funds keeper of a Viet Cong purchasing atore.
This store was located in Van Cunh (V) Hoai Fhon (») Bira binh (V). Wy
mission was to help arrange for the purchase of rice and other foodstulfr
for the Viet Oong, Viet Cong Montagnards and, sometimes, for North Vi.e--
namese wnits. As I said, I had bcen trained to form a Farmer's 4ew w:1e-
tion group, and this was really what I wished to do, but was also a guc .
trader and storekeeper, so this is what I glways did."

"fhe organization of a Farmer's Association is based on a very

simple principle. A team of Viet Cong cadre will go into a village or
hamlet and propagandize the people. The team of cadre will consist cf an
older man to talk with the elderiy men of the village, a young men to talk
with the young men of the village and a woman to work with all the women
of the village. After the inhabitants are propagandized, the Viet Cong
sell tools to the villagers on credit and, in return, expect and receive
haif the crops that the villagers produce. The entire process of winning
a8 village over to the Viet Cong side is to take one and one--haif years."

"in theory this reads well, but in actual practice I do not know of
this plan working in over a yeex in Binh Dinh Frovince. For one thing,
there must always be a certain number of personnel on guard to warn of
Allied helicopters and troops while the others are working in the fields.
Secondly, prior to working in a new field foxholes and bunkers must be
built. Thus, because of all the manpower needed for these things, pro-
duction is slowed down greatly. More discoursging than this, though, is
the fact that the allied troops and helicopters are always coming across
the fields and destroying the crops with chemicals or fire. It is very
hard to keep a field hidden for a long period of time. The Allies are
too strong now for the Farmer's Association plan %o work as it should.™

"An interesting fact about our picks and shovele is thal we make them
from your long iron U-stakes (engineer stakes). We obtain these stakes
when an Americen wnit moves out of an area and leaves them behind. They
are very easy to mold. When napalm bombs are dropped, we use the metal
left to make axes and pots and pans. You leave so very much behind that
is valuable."

WPurchasing food for my store has been a big problem these last two
years. In 1965 and the first half of 1966 rice was plentiful, end we had
very little trouble in purchasing and trensporting rice to our units.

Now, it is very difficult. The rice is gtill available, but it is almost
impossible to transport it becasuse the Allies know of and patrol sll of
our transportetion routes. Since we pay the govemment of South Vietnam
price we can purchase the rise from governmment cantrolled areas as well as
from aress under Viet Cong control. I do not know whether or net the
people who sell the rice to us know who it is going to. This is because
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the Irovince Chief, Mr, NHum, always appoints a middle wan to avrange for
the purchase and to do the ectual buying. I had no direct contact with
the people selling the rice. The price that we paid is usuaelly 30 to

35 prasters per kilc, and the averuge Viet Cong soldier wiil consuame
ninety kilos of rice in e wonths time."

A TYrICAL DAYS SCHBuULs: "R1l of the days one spends as a Viet Curg follcw
the same pattern. I get up every morning around 5:30. At 6 o'clock we
listen to a radio program broadcast from Hanci. This program te2lls of

the progress of the war and then broadcasts a physical training wprogrem
that all of the younger men are supposed to partioipate in., It is man-
datory that all Viet Cong personnel listen tu this program each day. The
program lasts for about twenty minutes. Uliany people that nre lzzy abvie
the program, dbut if they are fit, nothing is said teo then.™

"After physical training we wash and eat breakfast. Ve have no
srecisl cooks, in & sense everyone is a cook. We rotate each day. This
works out well, because whoever is appointed to cook for the dzy gets fo
leave work one hour early. We either grow the rice that we eat or we
would take it from my store. Basically, ouvr meals consisted of the same
things each day. We have rice three times ench day, and when aveilable
we would suprlement our rice with fish and vegetableg."

"As soon as buoeakfast is over we would go to worke Those who, 1ike
ryseli; do not work in the fields quit work at 10:30 and have from 30330
until .1:30 to ea$ our lunch and relax. At 11:30, we have one hour of
study. ‘Those who are uneducated study and those who are educated teach,
Inring the summer we have one hour to take a nap before returning to werk,
and during the monsoon, only one-half hcur, as the days are shorter,

We then return for work for four more hours and then quit for the day.
After we have our supper we agein study for two hours, and usually on
Thursday of every week we have one hour of political study."

"het we study during this hour usually varies. Sometimes we discuss
the philosophy of Hanoi; other times we review our actions in South Viet-
num, Bxecept for tnis one evening of political study, all our other study
pericds are spent studying the Vietnamese lenguage. Mach emphasis is
spent on the correct usage of the langusge. What I enjoy doing during
she Gay is to read. Every Viet Cong unit has a propaganda instruction
training center which provides books to reads I read many things,; but my
favorites are the poems written by To Hieu and the old Vietnamese estory,
Kieu."

"fhe day ends at nine o'clock when everyone must go to bed. Ny
sleeping quarters were usually in the store, and the only time that I did

not sleep there was when the Allies were nearby, and I would go into the
hilla."

BVENTS LuADING UP TO CAFTURE: “Before being captured, 1 was the purchus:-~g
agent and funds keeper for the Van Canh villege purchasing store. In iec-
ember of 1966, I received %00,000 piasters from Mr. Le (this name is an
aliag; I do not know his real name.) Mr. Le is the Chairman of the
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National Liberation Front in Van Canh village and he had received this
money from [x. Nam, the Viet Cong Province Chief of Binh pinh Province.
<y mission with this money was to purchase supplies for the store. The
people of aRVil-controll.:d Van Canh would trade tneir goods in the store
for the honey which the Viet Cong Montagnards prouuced. Thus, we could
keep the Montagnards supplies with the salt, medicine and materials which

they did not produce, and the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese units witn
rice, as needed.®

"By March of 1967 1 had srent aprroximately 17,000 piasters and then
ARVN and American units swept into Vapn Canh. I fled into the mountains,
leaving 283,000 piasters in a rucksack in my store. After the units with-
drew, I returned and found my store burned and all of the money gone. It
wag either iestroyed by the wnits or ceptured by thiem. Because after the
units left the ARVN had much tighter control of Ven Canh, the store was
never re-established. The loss of the funds was reported to Mr. le, who
reprimanded me. My position was cancelled and I was -~onfined to working
with the food production cell in Van Canh village. While doing this, 1
worked with eleven other men, and we produced rice, corn and sweet po-
tatoes. We were restricted to a specific area and were not allowed to
a“tend party meetings, but were never under guard."

"I congidered my confinement unfair, because it was not my fault
the the funde were logst. Because of this, I wrote to the Central Cf{ice
imforming them of the incident and the action taken. I followed normal
protocol and gave the letter to my superior who, in turn, gave it to
his superior, and so it supposedly continued to the provincial head-
quarters, from there to be forwarded to the central office. Whether or
not the central office ever received this letter I do not know, as I
never received a reply."

"when serving my confinement my attitude was considered very noor.
Once, I was approached b, a member of the Binh Dinh rrovince cadry, who
agsked if I wished to return to North Vietnam., I did nc* wish to retumrn;
as we had been told so many times that the war was almout over, so I was
hoping to leave the party after the war and return o my family., I
felt that if I returned to the North I would never see chem again. When
captured, I was in the Vin Thanh mountains on my way to meet with Mr,
Nam, the province chief, Though captured before seeing him, I believe
he wished to talk to me about returning to North Vietnam."

"Yyhen purchasing agent for the store, we collected an average of
250 ~ 300 kegs of rice per month, This rice was then distributed to a
local force battalion (designated C ~ 17, & Binh Dinh Province local
force battalion). REvery fifteen days perhaps twenty men armed with car~
bines would come and collect the rice from the store. This distribution
order for the rice would come from Mr., Nam, who is the Executive Officer
of this unit. It consisted of three companies. each company with three
platoons and each platoon with three squads. Its overall strength was
ebout 100 men; fifty of these were North Vietnamese while the remainder
were local Viet Cong."

(9)
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oYCHOIL GICAL WARFAR.t "I think that for the most part the Allied psy-
chological warfarc program is very offective. Je are not ullowed to
pick up the leaflets that ar. <drupped but often, when we ere no with
others, our curiosity gets the better of 4«s. I con ider your lealle’s
to be well written and the poetry is very good. There is one druwbeck
tc your leaflet droppingt we have know way of knowing if whal you say
on the leaflets is true or not. ‘ic are not allowed to listen tc the
Jouth Vietnamese radioc station and, even if we were, we still have no
way of checking on what they say. I have never heard a loudspeaking
mission and ‘thow nothing of them. I feel that, if you ave doing every-
thing that you say on the lcaflets, the program cannot help but to be
successful, In my experience as o Viet Cong I have kuown only une p.v-
son to Chieu Hoi, but I have heard rumors that many people are guving
over to the government,"

"As I said. we are not allowed to listen to the South Vietnamese
government radio stations, but after reading some leaflets my curiosity
wag aroused, and sometimes I would sneak awey and tune my radio to these
forbidden stations. This is a dangerous thing to do, fer if ycu are
caught three times your radio is taken away and you are reprimended."

"It is getting hardcr and harder for the Viet Cong to recruit new
members into their ranks. The Viet Cong usea to be able to send propa-
ganda teams intc villages snd hamlets and have rany young men volunteer
their services. This no longer happens. It ie much harder to recruit
now compared to several years back and especially compared to when the
Viet Minh were fighting the French., I think this can be attributed to
two reasons. First, the fighting against the i'rench and South Viet-
namege Government troops was limited to the roads and the open areas.
Now, since the Allies have come to the aid of the South Vietnamese, the
fighting is everywhere, in the jungles, the mountains, the forestis and
the swamps. It is a much harder and a dirtier fight, and the fighting
mist be done twenty-four hours a day, not for only e few hours in the

evening."

"Secondly, the South Vietnamese people, through observing the passing
years, have come to realize that the Viet Cong ere good talkers but often
fail to fulfill their promises to the people. Often, the Viet Cong will
go into a village and promise to have all volunteers back in their hones
in time to reap the crops. Sometimes they go as far as to say that they
will help a village or a hamlet with g new irrigation project or some
other community project. When these men never come back, and no projects
are begun, the ple realize that they have been lied to and, if possible
will never again the Viet Cong or trust them., Slowly, in village after
village and hamlet following hamlet, I feel the Viet Cong are defeating
themselves, because they are losing the support of the people, and it is
with the people that the strength of the Viet Cong rests."

"] am not saying that the Viet Cong feel they are losing the war; to
the contrary, they feel they are winning. T admit that I had this attitude
until captured. Fropaganda teams tell us that the Allies are disorganized
and discouraged and that soon the non-Asiatics will withdraw from the
country. DMost Viet Cong also feel that the ARVN are not good soldiers.

(10)
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Their tactics are not good and they are lacking good lcvadership. The
ARVN do have bhetter weapons though, and that is where their pcwer lies.
As I sald, I also believed the Viet Cong were winning the war., It was
not until after my capture that I reallzed the full strength of the
Allies, for I had never been in position to realize your artillery and
your helicopters and your large camps. I now feel that vhe Viet Cong
ere losing the war, especially as the Viet Cong are losing the hamlets
and the villages in the countryside.™

"I have noticed in most of the hamlets and villages in this vortion
of the Highlands few men are to be seen between the ages of 18 and 30.
They are all away fighting, or have been killed or wounded. I feel this
is prevalent all over North and South Vietnam. I realize that each must
fight for his respective side, but this is very sad, because these yocung
people gre rissing the most productive years of their life. These are
the best years for living and working and building a family. I believe
this will have a bad effect on both Vietnams. I can not say what the
ef'fect will be, for I do not know how long the fighting will last. I
think, though, that South Vietnam will be the first to recover, for they
will have more help from the Allies to help rebuild their economy. I do
not know whether North Vietnam will receive as much help from China and
Bussia. "

QUALTYY OF MsN AND UNITS: "It is hard for me to give a direct answer
when discussing the quelity of the men in Viet Cong units. Our leaders,
the officers, are usually chosen for their abilities. For the most part,
they work their way up from the ranks. Our leaders do what they are told
by their superiors when they can but often they lack the facilities to
carry out the orders given them, It is very hard for an officer to oxder
his men to move into an enemy held area when they have little ammunition
and no food. When they can, our officers do as told."

"I would say that there is a very gooa officer-enlisted man relation-
ship. When talking or playing where is virtually no difference between
and officer and his men, but when on a mission, both parties are very
serious and much respect is shown towards a man's rank. I do not know
what would be done to a man who refused to obey an order from his superior
because I have never heard of this happening."

"There is now exception to what I have just said and that is in rela-
tion to the political officer. The political officer is usually designa-
ted by the district chief, and usually neither the officers or the enlist-
ed men like him. This dislike is martially due to the fact that he has
so much power yet he never endangers his life in combat. As an example,

I need only to remind you of the Parker pen incident. It is impossible

to agrue with a political officer, because he knows all of the rules and
if the 1ules available do not suit him he will make up new ones. The pol-
itical officer has no combat capability ané never joins in battle. His
only purpose is to lecturs on the political theories of Ho Chi Minh and
the Communist government and the progress of the war. The political
officer my also use discipline and put people into confinement if they
are not doing their jobs, zZven though this is very seldom done this does
not mske him any more popular. It it hard to like someone that you fear.”
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"The discipline of the men is pretty good. When a man does do sire
thing wrong there are varying Sorms of punishment he mey receive, depend-
¢ ing on what he has done. The lowest form of punishment is nothing more
than a reprimand. The man is told to watch his step and all units thar
he works with are informed of the mistake he has made. The most severe
punishment is a jail sentence. The guilty party is sent to an 1solated
~ camp with other prisoners, where he is given tools and told to werk in
: the fields. ‘“he only food he gets is what he himself produces. If he
L wants to, the prisoner may have his family accompany him., Most of these
Jjail sentences are ror three years, but the sentence does rot make much
difference. If the guards in charge of the camp think he is rehabilitated
before the sentence is up they «ill allow him to return to his unit. If
after three years of imprisonment the guards feel that the prisoner 1s nct
yet rehabilitated they will extend his sentence for another period. These
camps do no¢ have cells; the priscners live in regular huts, but they are
guarded and are not permitted to leave a specified area. The number of
guards depends on the number of detainees in the camp. These prisoners
are isolated from everyone else and because of this I do not know the
location of any of these camps."

"Between thesge two extremes is the most common punishment received.
If an enlisted man does something wrong, but not bad enough to be impris-
oned he is demoted in rank and sent to a different unit in another dis-
trict. Officers that fa.l into this category are not demoied, but are
only sent to another unit. This practice is unfair, far their should not
be any discrimination between officersand enlisted punishment."

OPINIONS ON THE WaR: "When I was in North Vietnam we were told that when
we went back to South Vietnam we would work with the people of the hamlets
and teach them how to increase their crops, and that the Viet Cong and
North Vietnamese forces would be used only to support the agricultural
programs and allow the people to choose their own e~verning officials.,
This was not true. I have been back in Vietnam fu. o..un years, and

have never been allowed tc to into a hamlet and show the people some of
the new production methods. I have seen many of my friends die without

l accomplishing anything. On the way down and here in Vietnam many become
1 gick with malaria. Allied alr strikes and artillery shooting kills many.
Viet Cong hospitals have g cure for malaria Wt the medicine has to be
brought down from North Vietnam so it is not always available and many
people die. I have not seen my family since 1955 and not a day goes by

A that I do not wonder if Y will ever see them again.™

ki

B b iaagion

"Because of my age and my yeaers with the Viet Comg I have been able
F to observe unfairness in the Viet Cong ranks. The most common example,

% and in my opinion the worst, is the practice the Viet Cong have of iaking
: care of & person when he is young and needed and strong, but when you
become older and not useful they have a tendency to disregard you and

not take very gcod care of you. I know one district level cadre who be-
i came wounded. Because of his age he was not considered very useful, so
hewas given no medication and died. The Viet Cong have a regulation
regarding retirement and old age but it is only weakly enforced."

"I feel that the armies of North Vietnam are invading South Vietnam. |
M (12) {
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Hanol says that this is only being done for a ‘unified Vietnam' but

I do not think this justifies their being here in the force that they
are, The North Vietnamese, with the Viet Cong, would have been success~
ful were it not for the Americen's coming in, for the North Vietnamese
are better trained and have more competent leaders than the ARVN."

"As far as who is going to win the war I cannot say. I know that
one round of artillery or an air strike costs much money, but the Allies
seem to be able to call in artillery and air strikes whenever they wish.
The North Vietnamese cannot do this because all ammunition has to be
brought down from North Vietnam and this is such a slow and tedious task.
I do not feel that any side will win by military force for no one can win
the people by military force alone. The side that can have the people of
South Vietnam to support them is the side that will be victorious and will
have the lasting wvictory in the end., The Allies keep reporting acts of
terrorism by the Viet Cong aimed at the people. If these reports are true
the Viet Cong are msking & large strategic mistake. The Viet Cong cannot
continue to conduct terrorist acts and expect the people to support them."

"I do not know exactly what to think about the Allizs helping the
government of South Vietname There is an ill feeling in me when I think
of what effect all of this help will have on Vietnam in the future. The
Allies are sending many men over here, and many are dying. Mach money is
being spent. Somehow, I do not know how or when, the government of South
Vietnam is going to have to repay the Allies. Thus, it is probable that
Vietnam will be in a position to be exploited by the Allies if they so
choose. I hope that the Allies do not follow such a route, but it is
possible. I do now know how the government will repay, maybe economically
by granting trade rights, or maybe the Allies will expect certain rights
in foreign affairs. I feel that whatever is given, it is bound o have
e bad effect on the peoplets future."

CLOSING REMARKS: "Of my four sons, three are now in the ARVN army. I do
not know what t¢ say of this because I have had no contact with my family
for so long. I heve never teen allowed to see my family and was allowed
to receive and send only two letters a year, as were &ll of us. These
letters were always read by my supériors before being sent and the content
was always very little. This is not good, for a person is only half a
man when his family is not with him and he cannot look after them or know
how they are doing."

¥I heard of the bombing halt through Radio Hanoi. The Hanoi govern-
ment did not have much to say about it, but the impression they gave wes
that the Allies were losing the war, and therefore the Allies wanted to
make pesce. I am not sure about this; I do not think either side is
really wirning too much. I feel that the government of North Vietnam will
use the halt for their own good to resupply its units and men."

"I was glad to learn of the free elections in South Vietnam. Radio
Hanoi says that the elections were fixed and corrupt, but I do not think
that this is true. If these elections were corrupt then I feel that the
people of South Vietnam would not vote in them and would take the initia~-
tive to do away with the elections."
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A1l that I have wanted to do now for the past yeers is to be with
ny family., I would like tod things for myself and not have anyone tell
me or foroe me to do things. If I had been free to do the things I
chose to do these last years I would like to go back to farming. I tauink
that I would enjoy being a wood-worker also, and make a good living and
provide for my femily. I do not know how many other Viet Cong feel this
way, for this kind of talk is considered treacherous and therefore it is
not a topic for conversation, but it is what I dream for."

HISTORIANS EVALUATION OF THE INFORMATION: HUYNH is, in a way, appreciative
of being captured, for he hopes that eventually he might be returned to

a refugee resettlement hamlet and be rsunited with his family. While °
being intervied, he was most cooperative and appeared to all concerned to
be sincere in his answers. Many of the eame questions were asked during
different sessions and only a few minor discrepiencies were noted in his
replies. During his initial interrogations, HUYNH revealed information
that proved to be most valuable in revealing enemybase camp areas and in
planning for future tactical operations.
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