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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPAHTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters 199th Infantry Brigade (Sep) (Light)
AYO San Francisco 96279
A% 1N

SUMECT: Operstional Report for Headquarters, 199th Infantry Brigade
For Period Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOH=65, UIC WFBDAB

Sk DISTRISUTION

(C) Section 1, OUperations: .J_ipnificant Activities.

a, Command.

(1) Brigadier General Fraa.iin M 'avis '-~. departed the command /
cn 21 August 1968, as a result cf wou.is received 051130 August 1968 -
while on a combat operation in the Ruag tat ,acial Zone, center of

area Y351060, Units participating in ihe opu.acion included the 27th

1nG GI (VN), the 1099th Boat Ccapary of the 4Lth Transportation Command

.i8), the 3/48th Regional Forces kegiment (ARVN), and the 999th

~2rioml [ orces Company (ARVN), in addition to the 5th Battalion, 12th

Infantry, 159th Light Infantry Brigade LIR). Brigadier General Davis

was wounded when the command boat fror :hich he was observing and !
dir2cting operations was hit by enemy fire on the Rach Ong Keo River, '
vicinit: Y500774. Wounded in the same action was the Comsanding

Cfficer » the 5th Battalion, 12th Infantry, Lieutenant Colonel Herbert He.
n:y., Fro. 22-31 August 1968, Colonel Frederic E. Davison, the Deputy
‘camandiag Officer, 199th LIB, served as the acting commander. On 1
U~rter='r Colonel Davison assuned command of the brigade as Gensral

“avic 33 permanently reassigned in the United States due %o the wounds
rece_ cd during the action previously described. On 15 September 1968,
olinel Davison was promoted to the rank of Brigadier Gesasrsal and has
since ser\:d as the Brigaae Commnaing Ueneral. On 14 Septesber 1968,
Cricnei Jc {rey G. Smith was appointed the Brigade Deputy Cosmanding
Oiricep,

{2) Changes of command occurred in 2a Battalion, 3d Infantry; 3d
bat* lion, 7th Infantry; 2d Battalion, 4U-h Artillery; Troop D, 17th
Armor 1 Cavalry; 87th Engineer Company; 179th Military Intelligence
Jetccmu.e1t; 152d Military Police Platoon; and 298th Signal Platoon.
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CONFIDENTIAL

In addition, Major Benjamin J. Basil, Executive Officer, S5th battalion,
12th Infantry, assumed duties as the Acting Battalion Cosmander for 3!
days {6 Aug-5 Sep) while the Battalion Commander LIC Herbert H. Ray was
hospitalised as a result of the incident mentioned in Pars 1a(1). All
changes in command were dues to rotations with the exception of 3d Rat-
talion, 7th Infantry. Due to the death of Lieutenant Colomsl Kennsth
W. Hall in a helicopter accident on 24 June 1968, the Battalion Exscu-
tive Officer, Major Jamss F. kaclUill, served as Battalion Cossander
until the new commander arrived on 26 August 1968,

NAME }OSITION EFF DATE
LTC Manuel J. Asensio Jr. €O, 2/3d Inf 20 Aug 68
LTC Roy J. Herte Jr, €0, 3/7th Inf 26 Aug 68
LTC Frederick D, Bell Jr, "3, 2/40th Arty 17 Sep 58
CFT William B, Garber (2, D/17th Cav 21 Oat 68
CFT Peter J. Cahill Co, 87th Ligr 1 Sep 68
CPT Dennis F. Hightower CO, 179th MI Dst 6 Ost 68
1LT Michael J. McCann C0O, 503d Chenm Det 1 Ser: 68
1LT Michael J. Baranick ey, 71st Inf Det (LRP) 17 Oct 68
CPT Benjamin whitehouse IV iat.ldr, 298th Sig Plt 29 Oct 68
ILT James D, keik Flt lar, 1>2d MP P1t 30 Oct 68

b, Personnel,

(1) Principal Brigade 5tati1 personncl who were changed during
t .= quarter included the :=xecutive Cfficer, S3, Aviation ()fficer, S5,
Headquarters Commandant, Chemical ( fficer, and Adjutant General.

Y JUSITION EFF DATE
L 0 William C, Carper 111 1de £0 20 Aug 68
1L XC Robert J, Cottey nde S3 9 Aug 68
bad Delano k. Brister »¥1atliun Ulilcer 20 Sep 68
MAJ Powell A. Johnson Heaaquarters Commandant 21 Oct 68
CPT Mark F. Moran Bde S5 1 Sep 68
SFT Charles A, Lynch Chemical Officer 6 Oct 68
CPT kdwin H, Sutcliffe A ijutant Cereral 13 Sep 68

(2) The total assiymea str-ngtn of the brigade increased by 129

persornel during the quarter, Cu 3! October 1968, the brigade was
operating at 1058 of authorizeu strength,

9
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UNIT OPFICEXR WAKRKANT ENLISTED TOTML

Auth Asgd Auth Aspd Auth Asgd Auth Asgd
Bae HHC W 57 8 6 155 312 203 375
<d Bn 3id Inf 43 LW 2 2 875 827 920 ¥69
3d bn 7th Inr. 43 L 2 2 875 811 920 854
Lth Bn 12th Inf 43 38 2 2 875 786 920 826
5th Bn 12th Int L3 L0 2 2 875 819 920 861
2d Bn 40th Aryy 5 4w 3 4 586 578 641 628
7th 5pt Bn 42 3B 9 7 490 557  SWl 602
503a Chem Det 1 1 0 0 IR 5 5 é
Troop D 17th Cav 5 5 0 0 190 2u3 195 208
47th Engr Co 5 5 0 0 160 182 165 187
4L9th Inf F1t 1 1 0 0 26 23 27 24
71st Inf Det (LkP) 2 2 0 0 5 60 61 62
76st Int Det (CTT) O 0 0 (4] 10 15 10 15
<~4th Mil Hist Det 1 1 0 0 1 1 2 2
179th MI Det 9 8 2 3 21 48 2 5
152a MP Flt 1 1 0 o 39 L WO 45
4Oth FI Det 2 1 0 (0] 3 4 5 5
298th Sig F1t 2 2 0 0 L8 105 50 107
HOTC 19 89 108
TOTAL 335 346 30 28 5292 5469 5548 5843

{!) A total of 584 awards were approved for

members of the com-

nand. breakaown by units is inaicated below.

Uhlt DSC DSM SS IN SM BS"V" BS"M' AM ACMV AGH PH DFC
199t Wi O O 0O 0 0 O 22 16 1 22 1 1
2/3 a* 1 0 2 0 O 8 30 7 7T M 2, O
/7thlr O 0 3 0 0 6 18 10 &4 3 2 0
W12tk [nf 0o 12 o0 o 6 19 22 12 3% 21 O
s/12th Int O 0 o o 1! 2 3 0 &4 6 2 O
2/t Arty O 0 1 0 o 1 19 8 0 6 8 O
7 v 0O o O 0 0 O 8 O 0 3% o O
L/ ogLh 0O O° 0O 0 0 O IN o 0 2 1 0
tos Chem O 0 0 0 0 O O o0 o 1 o O
-7th En;e O O O 0 0 O 2 1 0 3 0 O
ke O 0 O 0 0 O 1 0O O 1 1 O
‘713t Inf 0 0 0O 0 O 1 3 (o} 0 1 3 O
/6th Int 0 o 0O 0 ¢ O (o] o o 0 2 O
17utn MI O 0 O 0 0 o 5 1 0 3 o O
15.d MF 0 QO 0 0 0 o 1 o o0 10 o O
.Gt FIo 0 0O o0 0 0o O 1 0O O 1 0 O
856 hh O O 0O 0 O O % 0O O 1 0
~T, . T2 0 18 0 1 24 13 65 28 ﬁ! T
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(4) Rest and Recupsration (Rkk) leaves were taken in-country by
309 msn, with 1098 going out ot Vietnam for an RkR leave. Utilisation
by unit was as indicated below.

UNIT QUT OF COUNTRY 18-COUNIX]
HHC 9 26
2/3d 186 L2
3/7th 160 W2
4/12th 155 L2
5/12th 181 40
2/40th 123 35
D/17th 38 15
7th Spt 14 3
87th Engr A fs
179th Ml 8 9
856th Kk 1

TOTALS 158 ﬁ

c. -ntelligence.

(1) Following the aeployre:rt : tae 9th Viet Cong (VC) Division
into Cambotia, it was svident thut some emphasis was being shifted
from S«igon to outlying areas. Elenents o Nong Truong I (MNorth
Vietnamese Army (NVA)) have been i ientified in the northern III Corps -
Camborian border area. The 3:iu, Lic, and '74th Regiments moved froa
their urmal habitat in 1I Corps Tactical Zone (CTZ) south into III
v'arp, wrea. The hong Truong 1 ncadgquarters did not accompany them at
the tine. The 7th NVA Division deployed in the general vicinity of
Loc Nink - An Lac., The 5th VC Division movea trom its normal area of
o;--ation into War lone L - U-! pruvin:e ind took positions near the
micae. u. plantation Tlaunine weeting- were Leing heid at COSVN head-
quait: rs. The troop movemern’ .- anu the resupply activities indicated
that ..nother phase of V. ~'furnsise 5 iniaent. All major VC and NVA .
unils unaerwent reorgasizauior..

a) The Sth VC Division re_.a ulsiac ¢ tivl of the 274th VC
«w.e.-ment which remained in U-! . . n. ~naw provinces. The major
e.emsnts ci the 5th V2 Divis_ o = ¢ 1,2 275th VC, 33d NVA, and the
88vh h . hegiments., T-e'r arvia o1 pe-ration was east of Tay Ninh
SiVY.

(b) The 7th NVA C..isiua sucisan: sed Ltheir forces for combat with

the 32d NVA, 141st WA, uad the To5th NVA degiments ana organic artile-
lery battalion.
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(c) The Yth VC Division retained its organic elements - 271st,
2724 and 273a VC Hegiments. Their movement into their sanctuary in
Ba Thu, camboaia indicated preparation for offensive action.

! (2) Within the Sub Hegions, the enemy forces condu cted resupply

anu repositioning ot their combat elements. From captured documsnts
and interrogation ot PWs, the enemy was trying to place a force of at
least f'ive combat battalions into each Sub Hegion. Medical evacuation
roints, supply caches and Commo liaison points were to be established
for the upcoming ofrensive jhace. (lee Incis 1 & 5).

{(a) VC Sub Region 2 battalions weie digspersed in small groups
avoiuing contact, comaucting resupply activities and training. 6tn
Local Force Battalion was reportea dispersed in the pineapple plantation
with reconnaissance element in Tarn Hhut - Tan Kicn areas., 308th VC
bittalion was dispersed in the south western portion of the pinsapple
rlantation. 207th and Z269Yth VC Battalions were dispersed along the
Vam Co Dong kiver, north of the pineapple ,lantation, west-north west
o Lt Duc Hoa, Jajptursd documents revealed tnat the 267th and 269th
V7 mstitalious were to combine forces and keep the inriltration corridor
(ren for 45 days. D-16 Battalion operated north cf the 267th and 269th.,
» 7 4 was located near Cambodia - Tay Hlinh borde: in Northern SR-2.
neylacements for the Gh-2 bsitalions were drawn fiom NVA infiltration
(oUW S 299, 186, and 2011, From Pws and documents it was indicated that
Jr=. 5 tne critical area for a VC offensive. ltoutes of infiliration
use v the Vi previously led from the Ba Thu, Cambodia directly east
to tne Jam Co> Dong Miver through the pineapple plantat ion and further to
iaivon, Numerous caches of weajons, ammunition ard medical supplies
ha‘e ccen uncovered, indicating the enemy!: efforts to prepare the
oy 1. lUield and preyposition his equiprent. A large Depot typs storage

ar 28 discovered in the south-east pineapple plantation. This base
st .. @ will be discussed in a separate jaragraph., The entire pine-
a: } lantation offers excellent waterway networks and natural cover,

‘¢, Sub Region 3. The enemy forces in Sub Kegion 3 consisted of

- %C Infantry Battalions and one Artillery Battalion. All of the
‘.rres ope.ated in small groups, well outside of the 199th Infantry
Jrica 'e'S prea of -y arations (AO) LObth VC usattalion (AKA 1st Long
. m 205 G i) 2o Lefm than 250 personnel was forced to withdraw to
‘ts . 18€ arca in the south western scction of SR-3. The Dong Phu
sattal,on, which was rormed by a combination of Phu Loi II and K3
ts.talions has less tnan 200, located penerally in central SR-3. The
*h€th 0 attalion absorbed the old 5th Nha Be Battalion for a combined
tren-th of less than 200, The 520th VC Battalion received on campany
Sy e 550th WC sattalion from IV CTZ for combined strength of less
then 206G, ~.8 normal AO was in South Central SR-3. The 508th VC
./ A 2d [..ependent Battalion was estimated at about 350 men who were
7i-rersed in a base area south east of Ben Luc. The 3d VC Artillery

5
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Battalion was reinforced by one company of rocket troops from the 208th
Kocket - Artillery hegiment. Their normal AO is south central SR-3.
The 9th (US) Division captured a 12-tube rocket launcher which probably
belonged to the 3d Artillery Battalion. In SR-3, the VC are extremely
limited in routes, cover and concealment. During the three month
period, the enemy has suffered heavy casualties from air strikes and
ground contacts.

(3) The 17-19 August attacks on Tay Ninh, An Loc and Loc Ninh were
diversionary attacks designed to draw US/FWMAF from Saigon. If the
forces had been d:ployed away from the Captial, the sub region VC forces
would have been rree to infiltrate into Saigon with relative ease.

Since there wa:s no troop redeployment, the Sub Region VC forces con-
tinued to prepare the battlefield, pre-stock supplies and conduct
extensive reconnaissance. Increased suprly activities and shipping from
Ba Thu VC sanctuary have been noted., The VC units remained dispersed
avoiding contact, conducting scattered attacks by fire, increased
terrorist activities, propaganda, proselyting and recruiting. Definite
increases in infrastructure operations were noted. Several successful
counter-VCI operations have been conducted and 18 VCI were captured and
7 killed. Analysis of all available information indicated that as of
the 25th of October 1968, the enemy Main Force units had withdrawn into
their rear bases and staging areas. The enemy is not capable of launch-
ing a coordinated offensive in the near future, He retains the capabili-
ty to conduct stand-off amd limited objective attacks and attacks by
fire. He retains the capability to launch rockets on Saigon from the
scut «, east, and north,

() Counterintelligence. Caftured enemy documents irmdicate that
tne enemy is concentrating more on intelli,-ence collection. One docu-
ment from COSVN directed the VU units to collect all captured documsnts,
persnnal letters and notes and forward them to higher headquarters for
inte .ligence and psychological type exploitation. The dncimsnt stated
that personal letters containing address es from the US could be used by
tic..th Vietnamese Intelligence to further the communist goals of influ-
encing the peorle in the United States. Further reports indicate VC
.»: of espionage agents employing females and children.

(5) Location of Fremy DNepot Area.

(«) A larpe enemy Depot area was discovered by the 199th Infantry
Brigade or 18 September 1968, iwunberous intelligence reports haw been
received of enemy surply activities, radar imicited nightly movements
and the Airborne Fersonnel Detector confirmed the fresence of persomel
in tne areu, From analysis of the area and the equipment captuved it
was determined that this Depot could support more than one VC Division.

6
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(b) Description of the aiea. The Depot is located gensrally south
of the pineapple orchard along the Vam Co Dong kiver, grid coordinstes
X5 560805, X5 590800, XS 588790, XS 560798. The terrein in this ares
is marshy, inundatud, characterized by heavy growths of nipa palms along
the Vam Co Dong River and ite smaller tributaries. Mmsrous cansls and
streans form an extensive waterway network. The Vam Co Dong River is
a well known VC supply and infiltration route. Also, during the Tet and
the May oftensives, the east-west conals and the Vam Co Dong River were
used as evacuation routes for the wounued. Several important streams
and canals connect to the Vam Co Dong ltiver: At XS 554812 Bung Cau Canal
connects to the Bobo Canal, leading north-east directly into the VC min
base areas in Ba Thu. Cambodia. The majority of the supplies are trans-
rorted on this route, Kinh Mol Canal connects to thv Vam Co Dong River
at XS 520766, southwest with the Vam Co Tey hiver, another well known
infiltration and exfiltration route from C mbodia. The extensive water-
wiy metwcerk to the east, comnect.; the Depot area with the numerous for-
ward staging areas at Tan puu, Tan Nhut, Tanu Kien, and further inte
Saigon-Cholon area. (See Incl 2)

(¢) l.e dejot area appeared to be well organized wmy efficiently
iayed out.  The equipment, weapons and anmunition were stored in small-
er & ches ounsisting of 2-55 palloi dr ms welded together, equipped with
wooden tray aoors, burled in the gi. und and well camouflagsd., Like
itews of niiterial were stored together in an orderly fashion. Three
hco'1 s ~ere captured in this area. kach of the hospitals consisted
VI se. ol nuts and bunkers, equipped with operating tables and lighting
» lplevt. Surgical tooils tound in this area imuicated that major

8.ro.r.es coula dbe pertormed. Thne area contained several drums of

liv. ds..king water ad gasoline. ‘The numerous small streams and

'v.. ° -les served as ideal concealnment ol the numerous motorised sampans
e, the area,

i1 The entire area wu'. heavily buoby trappea. All the booby
a jeared to ue new and ccecently euplaced. Fractically all land
21+ aues were boovy t.ejpea.  Ihe complete avsence of booby traps
saterways and shores inulcated the Viet Cong's exclusive use of
. .ierways, The booby traps were piaced aiong the nipa paln groves
¢ oo ol possiple rear landing cowv:s an an irvegular sanner.

(8, . . ljwent Cajtwied G destroyed auring the psriod 18 September- 5
[V EVIN" S SRR 1
Bunk.. »: KT
oStriuiures: 51
oen * =107 25
+ 22mm 13
7
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Weapons- Small arms: L8
° Crew served; 6

AmmunitionsSmall arms: 2,530
Crew berveds 1,213

Field Gear (pounds): 655
Medical Supplies (pounds): 115
VC Uniforas: 245
Ponchos: 265
Gas Masks: 158
Rice (Pounds): 2,600
Camplete Hospita's: )
Motorized samp-as: 36
Booby traps#: 916
txplosives (pounds): 8OV

* Those booby traps found, destroyed or disarmed not including those
exrloded by air strikes ana artiliery.

(6) Lnemy strengths and dispositions.

(a) VC Sub Region 2.

ULIT SThuNGTH LOCATION

6th LF Bn 20 UVispersea in the pineapple plantation
Tan Nhut, Tan Buu, Tan Kien.

oL a bn 10U South western pineapple plantation;
XS55680.

207th Bn 200 Dispersed in VC Base area; XS5396.

2u¢ .h Bn 250 Dispersed in VC dase area; XT470'.

.2 16 Bn 200 XT4L 307,

) Sub hegion 3.

506th Bn 250 XS6873.

Jon, wu Bn 2w Xs7873.

265th Bn 200 Xs8866,

520'.h I'n 175 X5bY63,
8

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

508th Bn 175 X56770. -
3a Arty Bn 1w XS806S,

{(7) The total cumulative losses for the Viat Cong are shown below
tor the period ! August to 3! October 196s. (Operetion TOAN THANG 1I).

Ve KRIA (8C) 59
Ve alA (bnOs) 65
Detainees Frocesseda 250
W 10
Hoil Cnanh 1
small Arms Captured 133
crew Served Wpns Cpt 14
Hounas of anmo (SA) 53,808
lhounds ot aumn (Co) 238
nice (tons) PRYVR.
Fortitications Destroyed 2,496
Bullaings aestroyed 28
arenades Captured 16
sunpans Destroyed 69
d. rgtions, lians ala Training.

. he ovrigade, umsier Opfrationals Control (Opeon) of the Command-
1y Geperas, Capital MilitaryfAs.i: tunce Command (CMAC), continued
peration TOAN THANG Il 1n Alf.aura. The brigade continued ite mission

,articipating 1n tne prosfd, rocket, ana mortar defense of Saigon,
Joe LI ead@'s area ol resjoytitility remained south and west of Saigon.
v ta aents of the wrigauefcont.nued aggressive and extensive opers-
*1 Y} jatroliing, night Jines on #ll likely laid and water apprc-ches
inty the city throuwgh tne frigace's AlL, ana maintained a 2 hour sur-
‘@4l .aice 1n 84l assuaedfsectora, As of 31 October, the brigade oon-

‘d its active cov:rafe v L} » ana uaintained & high state of
' ness to react t,. aifl to crdsiy any enemy threat that seuld present

w3 Odperations uonduc ted:

(a l=3! August (ob=31st Intantry Opcon from 9th Infentry Divi-
ion). un OLUISC hours vieinty X5739839 an ambush patrol (AP).ef &
ompan  </>d Intantry, engaged 3 or more VC, resulting in 1 VC KIA,
AK-4. +, orne 9mm pistol, ! RFG=< iauncher, 3 RPG rounds, 472 rourds of

» i} .. ma ammunition, and one haif pound of documerts® captured. On
7. . oours vielnity XSo84852, an AF fram C Company 2/3d Infantry sunk

9
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! Sampan and killed 2 VC (BC) and 2 VC (FROB). On 092130 hours vicinity
XS 7658,3, A Company 2/3d Intantry tired on 10 VC, resulting in 1 VC

KIA (5C) with supporting artillery accounting tor ! VC killed by artil-
lery (KBA)(FROB). On 102i20 hours vicinity XS684853, B Company 2/3d,
while conducting a reconnaissance in force (RIF) destroyed 1 sampan
kiliing 2 VC (BC), and capturing 1 AK-47. On 111030 hours vicinity
XS709481, a Light Fire Team (LFT) (2 Armed Helicopters) killed 2 VC (iC)
ana B Company 4/12th Intd captured ! female prisoner of war (PW) and
killed 1 VC (BC) while on a RIF after an airmobile assault into the area.
On 151240 hours vicinity XS638864, a patrol trom B Company 2/3d Inf made
contact with an estimated VC squad, contact was lost at 151545, results,
1 US KIA, 5 US wowided in action (WIA) and S VC KIA (PROB). On 151555
hours vicinity %643875, C Company 2/3d made contact with an unknown
size VC torce resuiting in 1 VC KIA (PROB). On 160808 hours vicinity
XS643874, D Coupany 2/3d fourd ! VC KBA {B8C) probabiy killed by support-
ing tires on the 15th. On 161930 hours vicinity XS 638862, a Chieu Hoi
surrendered L0 B Company 2/3d. On 1711 hours the Commenaing Officer,
2/3d, in a helicopter, townd 2 VC KBA vic XS 655870, at 1910 hours vic
XS767827, b Company 5/31st captured 2 VC. On 180350 vic XS673858, an

A} from B ompany 2/3d sank | sampan, captured | sampan motor and !

AK-47 ana 3 VC KIA (PROB). On the 19th, 3/7th conducted a RIP vicinity
XS7877 resulting in 2 detainees anc ' Mw. On 200726 hours vic XS643925,
during an airmooile assault by B Company &/12th, a UH-1D helicorter was
downed by ground fire, resulting in 1 US KIA, and 3 US WIA, at 1300 hours
vic XS647916, B Company 4/'2th received SA fire resulting in ! US KIA aid
2 US A, On 262303 hours vic XS709323, an AP from D Company 2/3d killed
1 VC :8C) ard captured ! pistol. On 272257 hours vic XS732827, a patrol
f-om b Company 6/31st engaged a sampan, resuiting in | sampan destroyed
and 2 VC KIA (FhOB). Cn 291657 hours vicinity XS706832, C Company engaged
an unknown sigse force of VC, LFT, Flareship, and artillery supporting
the action resulted in 5 US WIA ana 1 VC KIA (BC). On 301613 houre vic
XS791808, B and C Companies 3/7th, while patrolling, received RPG and

SA fice resulting in L US WJA and ! VN dlA. |

(b) 1-30 September. On 041150 hours vic XS803751, a LFT engaged
€ ., resulting in 6 VC KIA (8C). \ic (02754, C Company 3/7th,

. .e on patrol, received SA tire from an estimated 3 to 5 VC resulting
in 1+ US WIA, not evacuated, aiud ur n"wn ~ ~asualties. AT 1740 hours
vic XS803753, C Company 3, 7th founc 4 (8C), and at 1655 hours
vic X.345886, D Company 3/7th capturea ! .. WIA Pw and destroyed 3 RPG
rourdi., On 052250 hours vicinity An Lac Bridge, one platoon from D
Company, 4/12th, while securing thu bridge, sank ! sampan and engaged
2 VC resulting in ' VC KIA (FHOB). On 072000 hours vic XS651865, while
ecnducting & RIF after an airmotile assault, C Company 4/12th engaged
3-VC carrying automatic weapons, resulting in 2 US KIA and unknown VC
losse . On the '2th, 4/39th Iafantry, 9th Division, became Opcon to the

- 199th Brigade and 6,/31st Infa®.ry returned Opcon to the 9th Infantry
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Division. On 151300 hours vicinit, XS768826, A Compe:y 2/3d Inf engaged
and killed 2 VC. D Company 2/3d Inf killed 1 VC ard captured 1 AK-47.
On 251036 hours vic XS709830, while conducting a Wi¥, C Company 2/3d
killed 1 VC. On 291950 hours vic XS593797, B Company 4/39th, while
conducting a RIF after an airmobile assault, engaged 3 VC resulting in
? VC KIA (BC) and at 2050 hours B Company, 4/39th engaged an unknown
size VC force, resulting in 6 VC KIA (PROB) and 8 VC WIA (PROB). Enemy
soldiers were observed dragging their wounded away. During September,
the srigude carried out extensive operations in the western portion of
AO laura, in addition to normal activities. The VC showsd a reluctance
to engage Brigade forces and when they did engage, they broke contact
despite apgressive pursuit by brigade farces. The operations resulted
in the capture and destruction of large quantities of enemy supplies,
materially hampering the enemy's efforts to regroup and mount sustained
operations in any portion of the AOQ.

(e) 1-21 QOctover. On 082030 hours vic XS712835, an AP from C
Conpany 2,3d engaped ! sampun resulting in 2 VC KIA (BC), 1 AK~47
with S napazines, ! hiG-2 launcher with 3 rounds and | sampan destroyed.
On the '8th the 4/39th lifantry #s released from Opcon and returned to
the 9tn Division., un (41120 hours vie XS$776753, while conductdng a RIP
as part ot TASK FORCE (10, D Company 3/7th killed 1 VC. Enemy actions
remained the sume as Sejtenie~, the brigade initiated a series of four
Tash “orce Operations witn AQ Laura to force the VC out of hiding. 1wo
sreratore were basically coruon and search operations while the other
two w : hiF's with blocking forces to assist. Each of the operations
(2 fnoood, IMSY on 14 Octoter, FRLHLT on 17 Oct, RHINO on 24 Oct, and
nitbiu 0 29 October 1903+ w.o a4 courbinea operations utilizing ARVN
fories, bational Yfolicr a:d brignade forces, The operations made exten-
Siv uu - of psycholorical warfare techniques and the civil affairs
res r.es available Lo the brigade.

v 7. ln Mid uctober the 199tn ILIB employed a new tactic termed
"1r.at (Implosion/txplosion). This concept permits large groups of
£, . tou be used in cordun ami senrch operations, The 199th LIB
' d)icet up to 'a ritle conpanies on such operatiors. The operation

cuiductes by emplacing a cordon well out from the area of prime
¢ ..ouri.  lue search ' orce is inserted by air inside the ring. Once
e eead on [0 Le 15 inserted tne outer ring sweeps ar squeezes in
toward wie Certer to a well defined "no fire line™, When the no fire
«ine has been reached, tne search force begins pushing outward. Tw
such operations were conaucted by the 199th LIB, one of which resulted

1 seveu iWs,

! rnesilts of this jortion of Operation TOAN THANG IXs

"
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& Friendly losses: 12 US KIA, 208 US WIA.

Enemy losses: 60 VC KIA, 219 Detainees, 11 P, 52 KIA (PROB),
1 ChIou Hoi, 140 smll arms, 55,260 rounds of small arms ammo, 10
rowds 155am ammo, 171 pounds of documents, 159 VC protective masks,
114 RPG rounds, 22,655 pounds of rice, 22 mimes, 915 pounds of explosives
captured, 72 sampans, 2,361 bunkers destroyed, and 52 military structures
destroyed.

& Caches found by units

uNnIT AUG  SEF = OCT TOTAL
2/3d Infantry 1 2 3 16
3/7th Infantry 0 3 2 5
L/12th Infantry 7 2 2 11
5/12th Infantry 2 3 ! 6
6/31st Infantry (Opcon from

9th Div) 2 - . 2
4/39th Infantry (Opcon from

9th Div) 1 = 1 2
7:8t Infantry Det, (LRP) 0 1 0 1

(3) Training activities:

(¢) The Hedcatcher Combat Training Center during the period 1 Aug-
31 Oct 68 trained a total of 1,603 replacement personnsl for the follow=
ing units: 199th Infantry Brigade (1,087), USARV Special Troop (301),
S4th Artillery Group (215). In addition, 186 officers and NCO's
aticnded the squad leader - platoon leader course during the period.

(b) The Brigade Mobile Training Team, continued to present refresher
training to units in the brigade. The following units received instruction
during the quarter: 3/7th Infantry (Campanies A, B, C, D, and B), 4/12th
iniant:y (Companies A, C, D, and E), 5/12th Infantry (Companies A and E).
During the wonth of September the team gave a 3 haur block of instruction
in the operation, care and cleaning of the 4.2 inch and 8!mm mortars to
all of the combat units in the brigade including 4/39th Infantry, then
Opeon fror the 9th Division.

12
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(c) ARVN Ranger Mobile Training Teams completed instruction to
the follow:ng units during the period: 1lst Battalion, 43d Regiment
and 2d Battalion, 43d Regiment (both ARVN).

(4) Chemical operations of the 503d Chemical Detachment:

(a) Personnel Detectors. There were seventy-eight nersonnel
detector (People Sniffer) missions flown during the above period.
The XM-2 Personnel Detector was not utilized on these missions.
The new XM-3 Airborne Personnel Detector was used on all of the mis-
sions and has proved to be far superior to the XM-2. Experience has
determined that whether the sniffer is used up, down, or cross-wind,
depends upon weather conditions, terrain and area to be covered.
Fullow-up checks of the Brigade Daily Incident Reports have shown
the People Sniffers to be successful and helpful to the accomplishment
of the brigade's mission.

(b) Insecticide. Two insecticide spray missions were flown
during the period. One mission was flown using three percent Malathion
and the other using two and one-half percent. Results and reports show
the missions were effective in reducing the insect population.

(c) Herbicide. Three Herbicide missions were flown during the
period. It was learned that the success on grass and small vegetation
can only be determined by burning the defoliated area three weeks
after spraying. Herbicide has proven successful for removing the
leaves from trees to allow for better aerial reconnaissance. The
missions were flown over hill #837 and the Perimeter of Bien Hoa Air
Base. The 503d has now been authorized one airborne, helicopter mounted
herbicide sprayer in our TO&E.

:

‘d) Riot Control Agents. No CS missions were flown during the
i tiod. However the unit has received manufactured CS munitions and
ha- ade various types of field expedients and maintains a constant
state of readiness should the opportunity aris2 to use them., Ten
drums of CS were given to 4/12th Infantry for tunnel and bunker use.

(e) Flame weapons. No flame weapons were used during this period.
ke unit is ~ epared and has assisted the battalions with variaus types
~{ flame weapons and field expedients.

{f) Personnel Detectors. All personnel have had some training on

the operation and maintenance of the Personnel Detector (People Sniffer)
to include the XM-2 and XM-3 and more training is outlined for the future.

13
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(g) Inmecticide ana Herbicide. Treining has been conducted in the
capabilities of the various types of insecticide ana herbvicides now dbeing
used by this organisation. In addition, all persormel have been treined
in the methods of employment of these sprays. ’

(h) Riot Control Agents. The personml of this unit have receiwved
training in the use of various typss of RCA munitions. Two more msmbers
of thse Detachment went with the 266th Chemical Platoon, Ist Infantry
Livision to participate in a CS drop involving 55 gallon drums of CS.
The unit is trained and prepared for this type of operation to inciude
having the rollers tor installation in a Chinook typs helicopter.

(1) Flame Weapons. Treining in Flame Fiela Expedients mve been
minimum during this period. The unit has given assistance to variouws
personnel within the brigade on flame weapons and has participated in
the CMMI.

(5) Air Operationss

(a) United States Air Parce: The USAF Tactical Air Control Party
gave continuous support to the 199th Light Infantry Brigade during
Operation TOAN THANG 1I, flying 489 missions and logging a total of 1,065
hours. There were 199 FAC missions and 290 VR missions flown for a
total of 499 and 566 hours respectively. During critical periods, the
TACP maintained a scramble capability so that it coula give timsly
resporse tn the nseds of the ground commnder during the time & FAC was
not airborne.

1 USAF Aircraft flew the tollowing Air Strike missionss

Fighter missions: 146

(B

Sorties flown: 331

2 Bomb Damage assessment was as follows:
DESTROYED
A Bunkers 412 116
b Structures 35 6
¢ Fighting positions 59
a Trenches 50 moters 20 meters
14
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DESTROYED

& Sampane 3

I Tunnels

& Secondary explosiors 41

h Secondary fires 34
| gy COUNT
{ i Enemy Killed by Air 7
|

(b) Army Aviation azsets supj .ie¢ the brigade with airmobils

companies tor air assaults, 'ai:. .-:upply ships, and CH=47's sorties

for build-up of tire suppurt umi pitrol bases. Missions performed were:
] Coummand ana Control (C&l)

2 Air mobile Coubat A«

"-A-

Eayle rlight

4 Troop uxtractione ... k)
srial keconnainsarn.e

6 Artillery Fire Adju.-‘.tur'

' -dical Evacuat oo

3 adio Relay
' hesupply
Isychologacal Nperst: .5 «» . . . ueatliet Drops
{o) Changas 10 rgiudea ... ‘a1 .ctober 1968, at 1300 hours,

c.rery . 2,40th Artille.y .av wo'uve 1 and joined the Brigade.

e. Fire Support Coordinator.

(') The most signific.at , c»are and policy imposed on the artil-
«°rvV suppurting operations uur.: ‘' : raporting period was the centiel-
i, 0 1ire control at t.i. .«» .+ . Additiomlly, procedurss for
the ~ploymeut of CS gas 1.¢a i-iu. ...' .2 inch projectilss were deve-

.+ and practiced Tnis , -~ ix r ai, for use in the attack
. ceatirmea rocket iaunch site. iii o :ss of high population density.

'S
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Seweral airnobile opsreations were conducted to support maneuver in the
western portion of the AO. Fire clearance procedures were upgraded by
staffing the Brigade Liaison Section with two additiomsl persomnel to
process clearances and by closer liaison with district advisory teams.
In the near future, a Brigade Fire Control Net (FM) will be opsrational
to handle requests for clearances on a sole user channel for faster
response.

(2) To improve proficiency in gunnery and firing battery techniques,
a battalion insnection team tested each battery. The results of the tests
identiried areas for additiomal training and retesting. At present,
firing batteries conduct thirty minutes of gun darill daily, in conjunction
with fire direction center drille,

f. Logistical, Transportation, and Engineer Operations.

(1) Durirg the perioa covered, no significant redeploymsnt of forces
was accompiished. Logistical support remains centered at the Bri-
gade's HMain base at Camp Frenzell-Jones with adaily resupply being accom-
plished to each battalion's forward tire support base located south of
Saigon. The unit's organic resurply capabilities cantinue to be augmented
by the attached 543a Transportation (Light Truck) from the 4Bth Trans-

portation Group.

(2) MNumerous riverine troop insertions and extractions have been
&:>complished with the aid ot the 1099th Transportation Boat Company.
A procedure has been established whereby two ICM's for the exclusive
use of the brigade is currently in operation.

(3) During October the brigade was chosen to participate in an
operational test of a mew concept for distribution ana storing dry
batteries, known as "Project Orange Ball." The concept envisions
fresh bitteries being provided directiy to brigade supply with the
uitimate objectives of reducing the stockage level of dry batteries
witain RVN and a better product for tne users,

(4) During August a new assembly point for rockets and minigun
ammuni‘ion was re-established from the Heliport to the Brigade ammu-
nition storage area. The present area is capable of assembly and
storage of approximately €50 rockets ready for immediats use,

(5) hesurprly and maintenance activities were otherwise normal.
The following supplies were issued by the 7th Support Battalion:

(a) Class I:
16
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1 Tons of "A" ration issued: 997
2 Tons of "C* ration issued: 368
3 Total: 1,365
4 Weekly Average: 105

{b) Class II & IV:

J Requisitions received: 10,514
2 Requisitions filled: 7,265
3 Fercent filled: 69
4 Average number received per week: 809

(¢) Class III:

1 Gallons issued: 995,248
2 Average weekly issue: 76,200
(1) Class V:

i Tai  drawns 2,265

< Average weekly drawn: 170

(¢ T .= following is the curre.t sujjly status of the brigade:

Storage Capacity
{a' Class I:

" rations (tons) 15
< "C" rations (meals) 181,000

{(b) Ciass II1 (Gal):

1 JP=l 25,000

2 Mogas 22,400

S Diesel 12,400
17
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(c) Since the brigade is no longer being supported by piston-
driven helicopters, there is no longer a demand for Avgas.

(d) Class V: Portions of units basic loads are stored in the
Brigade Ammunition Dump. Approximately 715 2,75 rockets are maintained
for the helicopter rearming point at thew Brigade Helipart.

(7) T following engineer projects were complsted by the 87th
Eng ineer Company:

(a) 1,826 cubic yards of laterite and 1,42! cubic yards of sand
were hauled to work sites in the BMB,

(b) Construction was completed on buildings 5023 (3C x 120 Fost
Exchungo); 5024 (20 x 100 PX Warehouse); and 4324 (20 x 75 admin/supply
building ).

(¢) Renovation of 5005 (Brigade Headquarters); and 5014 (17 x 40
extension of CG's Mess).

(d) Fut in Electrical Installations at buildings 5001 (17 x 40
AG Building): 5026 (£M Open Mess); 5024 (20 x 100 PX Warehouse); 5014
('7 x 40 extension CG's Mess; and 5023 (30 x 120 Fost Exchangs).

(e) cLompleted primary plumbing installations at 5027 (20 x 100
BOGQ): and continued plumbing installations at Bde EM Club.

(f; toured Corncrete for septic tank at EM Club.

(g, ourveyed luc tions for 500-man mess at 3/7th Infantry area,
and for ¢ 40 x lQ(J w0 Club,

(., FPresently under constructionare buildings 5025 (20 x 100 AFO)
(80% .« .aplete); and 5717 (20 x 100 storage shed at 5/12th Infantry area)
27 L L lete).

(1) Constructed water tower amd erected tank for 5026 (Open Mess);
4% vlock (:/12th area); 5500 block (2/3d area); 5100 block (3/7th ares);
570C tiocl. \5,/12th area); 7th Spt bBn.; and Bde PX.

(J) Graded, excavated and spread peneprime for Bde Extension Heli-
por®; L6th Engr Bn (-).

(k) Surveyed, constructed and sandbagged revetments at Bde Exten-
sior Helipurt.

18
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(1) Completec Copatprurt - X 7 <4 @0 af Llawet - A0S 1uaCi Of
Bde sxtensior Heliport.

(m) Oraded and snaped =i -0 eo oL XYY Do,
(n) Constructed chain liik se¢cwity ‘e e oo 2023 trde FX).

(o) Erected 16 x 30 8d- 3iyg7 8¢ uneck :oiu Aaphr | “Camp Fren-
:*1l-Jones",

{(p) Constructed review .ag stai ~©  u d o« 7 oerr .

{(qQ) Renowvatsd Saick Bar Seating aucen

(r) Improved fortificatiorn. of © .wem 11 -4 Bae iv .vte:.
(8) Constr.~ted Kider t-wey at -ih Fue Mala idur

(t) Continusd work on t-e 3¢ :zor tary @léc' i ol a3 .. ot Lhe BMo,
Frepared building for tie=ir it the S oniavy o L2clrai o system.

(u) Genersl maintenance an® re;-ir o' JMu foeds, woading ruvads and
2utting ditehes for drainage.

(v) romtruets ol 0 L BMB to Hawk e

(w) Comsiri:trs wr.  © :33 3. thr foil.-ing areas ' 'I7Lh Cav;
Redcatcher Training Center; Hde Asme (arer &l A Troop. - i7th Air (Cav,

(x) Prefad 20 x 5C aad 20 x 10C buildiiy ‘om;unenis 1or admin

bulldings; 16 x 32 Tert Frames; !0 x.10 x R and 6 x € x & bunker kits; 15
X Vi x 16 Watcr Towe: compounents: &7 we. ., i .. T ohy bunker
kita were isguca in tnis periocd,

(y) Constructed berm ir *ne Bd@ 4.+ L, . . wr Lo (=)
8. Givil A\ffiare and 1vychored- e o
.') During the reporting perind, t'e ihru~t oi "t il nffaven

activities canducted by the brigade war uirected towira. (.e Gover.urub
of Vietnam (G¥N) Civil kecovery Prosram, material and technical support
o! a multitude of self-help mrojects, ani an extensive madical civi:
action program (MEDCAF). These activities took place both in Ho Nai
Jiurge (adjaoent to the Bng&de Mﬂ . bare ot Toig Bin, bien Hoa | -
vince: and in the Ao T M TNAIGI_‘I R R U L SO
is surrently partisf . . L mne Jaxrh,

19
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Seventh, and Eighth Precincts of the Capital Military District and
rortions of Binh Chanh and Nha Be Districts, both of which are in Gia
Dinh Proviace. (See Incl 4).

) (a) Reconstruction of homes destroyed in Ho Nal Village during the

Tet Offensive progressed slowly, although satisfactorily, due to commit-
ments in the TOAN THANG II AO. During the reporting period, twelve
individual homes were completely reconstructed. Work is presently con-
tinuing on two additional homes. Material for this work is being pro-
vided by the Tet Aggression Relief Program (TARP), a fumd composed of
voluntary contributions by members of the 199th Infantry Brigade. Medi-
cal treatment is being provided the residents of Ho Nai Village through
the Loc Lam Dispensary, operated by the brigade in conjunction with

Bien Hoa Province. This dispensary, located in a permanent building,
consists of a waiting room, a treatment room, a maternity room, anc three
esemni-private wards., Open six days a week, the dispensary treatea ',021
patients duwing the reporting period.

(b) Civic Action efforts continued at a high level in the TOAN THA! .
II AO during the reporting period. To insure that the effort of the
brigade was being expended in the proper direction, all projects wuer-
taken were first coordinated with the Civil Operations amd Revolutioma:y
Develomment Support (CORDS) representatives located at the district and
precinct level in the a reas where the brigade opsrated. These |:vj-cts
inc’ uded th: construction and repair of roads, bridges, homes, schroouls,
modica fa.ilities, and defensive positions for the Regional Furces and
the Fupw r Forces; distribution ef foodstuffs and clothing to refugees
and the needy; extensive cleanup, drainage, and reconstruction of a
village that was completely destroyed by the Tet Offensive; conduct of
®cour. ' f* ‘r* operations, to include medical care, food distribution,
and e.’srwainment; and an extensive MEDCAP program.

( - There were twenty-$wo incidents involving US personnel ara/or
equipnent and Vietnamese civilians duri-g the reporting period. Thsse
incidents resuitea in the payment of 98,500$VN in solatium payments to

| th'rty-seven individuais. Broad catagories of inciaents are:
l \- ! Mirearms accidents: 6,
| .b) Mo.or Vehicle - ~cidents: 8.

(¢) Artillery/Mortar incident: 2,

’ «d) *ivilians injured as a result of resporme to hostile fire"
i de-*e: o,

20
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(3) The Psychological operations conducted by the brigade during
the rerorting period continued to supjort thiee main programe: The
Chieu Hol program, the Volunteer Information Program, am a prograa
designed to inetill in the civilian populus conrigence in the Govern-
ment of Vietnam (Support 3VN.Program). In adaition to aerial and
ground speaker utilization and dissemination or leariets, the brigaae
distributed patriotic "I Shirts (bearing the colors of the Republic
of Vietnam and a patriotic slogan); play balis with the GVN colors;
health kits consisting ot soap. toothpaste, a tooth brush, a comb, and
a wash cloth, all bearing the (.'N colors and containing a health mes-
sage. During cordon amd search operations, a combined Civie Action/
Isychological Operations Team provided food, entertainment, and medical
attention to the residents ot thu viilajre being cordoned. Armed Pro-
paganda Teams (APT's) were utilizea ir the brigade AO. These teams,
consisting exclusively of Hoi Chanh's (tormer Viet Cong or North Viet-
nawese Army Troops converted to tha GVN throy,n the Chieu Hoi (Open
Arms)brogram), proved to be quite ettective in dealing with the civil-
ian population. By living in the viliages ana identitying with the
reople, the APT's were able to ,jain 'l je.le's confidence and pro-
cure intelligence unattainable otleiwi .-

(4) Statistical Lunmary:

{a) Civic Action irujects cuncucter ane stems aistributed:
) MEICAPS:
a loc lam Uisjeusar,: #,07

b Rrigaae AO: 23,c7:

Total: 31,691

[Ce}

scehools:

Ia

C nstructed: 11,
o hepaired: 12,
4 Homes:

Constructed; 18

I

Ic

Kepaired: 15,
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Roads:

Constructed: 7.

Repaired: 6.

Orphamages Supported: 3
Bridges:

Constructed: 6,

Hepaired: 10,

Cement: 40,710 pounas.
Culvert: Two 12 Inch pieces.
Lumber: 412,821 board feet.
Sand: 5 meters,

Tin Roofing: 167 sheets.

Asbestos Cement Roofing sheets: 54 sheets.

Bricks: 21,750,

Foodstuffs: 24,78! pounds,

Health items: 1,717 pounds of soap.
Nails: 830 pounds,

liint: 15 Quarts,

Whitew:sh: 1,320 pounus.

Ahitewash brushes: o,

5¢ Gallon arums (empty): 50.

neas: 10,

ohairs: 1o,
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Kits (School)s 175.
Hygiens Kits: 700,
T-Shirts: 750.

Shower Shoes: 61 pairs.
Toy balls: 100,

Gypsum wall board: 74 tons.
Chopsticks: 400 pair.
Cases Vitamin Tabletsa: 3.
Faper lanterns: 10,

Gravel (truck loads): 3.
Medical Supplies (Assorted): . 0U pounds.
Used clothing: ! bunaie,
Psychological Opevations:

Leaflets aerially distribiixd (uy supporting units/by organic
assets).

Chieu Hoi: 65,378,Un/i<0 N,
Safe Conduct Passes: 200,000,25,000,
Volunteer Iaformati-~n Ir: <a: .4.2,000/40,000.
Support GVN: 238,0txX)/30,1 G0,
Leaflets distritiizsa ny .arnd:
Chieu Hoi: 80,000.
Volunteer Inform.tior. Prcgrau: 133,000,
Cordon and Search: 3,000,
Health Tips: 6,200.
23
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Aerial = :u«sr usssa;e (by supporting units/by organic assets).
Chicu noi: 984 hours,2 hours.

Volunteer Information Program: 8 hours/14 hours.

vordun and Search: 4 hours/2 hours.,

support GVN: 10 hours/164 hours.

vl Lfvaker Mewsageu:

“are Hods o ' hows,

Srdct raa wearch; 12 houtro,

Voiu, ver infoomatrcn Preograd:s 173 nours.,

U b hieest L4 urs,

: o8 K v Lufantey vattalioust forward Cks remained
: ¢ 2. The overall ~ommunic:tion systems remained

Seatow e e anied VHE oysten vetwsen CMAC amd
AR 5 cosotod Sigie ) pattalion (IIFFORCEV) was
A e b oo o L Pawe cuanall 3ystem vetween the Brigade

5.0k o0t usiap AN/Mt-112 equipment operated by

I “lat. o (v ) Aea)., Nyuipment wis recently issued.

Ay he teetee ~namel VHF system between Brigade

¢’ RS FEGTURRTE I L d-a*tivetet aud replaced by a four
" ' . _ it~y .a] Platoon (FWD Area).
ool . 4 eaner the AN/PRC-T7 and TSEC/KY-38
coo b el sanye et None piving them secure voice
el RN Rl 05 o) et sy,

Wl a1 Te.ttyre Team (RaTT) from CMAC became
' "o -0 b to supjort the Hrigade in the
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(6) A mobile jump team consisting basically of a AN/VRC-49 accom-
panied the 199th Infantry Brigade Task Force on the following operationss
IMEX, 14-15 October, FEHRET, 18-19 October, KHINO, 23~24 October, and
HIFPO, 28-29 October. The mobile tvam operated as the NCS station in
the Task Porce Commmind Net and as a Station in the brigade secure met.

(7) T™he communications posture on 31 October for the brigade was
as follows:

(a) Radio Relay Systems:

] The 53a Signal vattalion operated the relay station at Signal
Hill,

2 CMAC operated the terminal at their site,
3 The 298th Signal llatoon operated the remaining terminal stations.
(b) Radio,

] Brigade Forward and FSPu Hrrseshor :-end:

Brigade Command Net-FM (non-<c-~vre),

lo

grigade Secure Net-FM {<securs:

CMAC Command Net-FM (nra-teey -

o

CMAC Secure Net-FM (secur.

la

Srare Net-FM (non-secure).

f Artillery Command Net for LW -i* (- n-s:cure),

g ALO Net-FM, aM anc lil ..

2 Brigade Rear TOC at Camj Frerzeli-’ ,=2s3
8 [IIFFOKCEV Command Net-FM 1 o.-- o

b I1IFFr.CEV Secure-net FM (:e-ure) nn .--11,
¢ Brigsde Command het-F) {(n.i-:.. cure,,

d brigade Sucure wet-FM (secuie),

R

- .
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3 Infantry dattalions:

& Each Infantry Battalion opsrated a Command Net and a Logistics
net.

b Each Iuni.ntry Company operated a command net.
4
4 Artillery Battalion:

a The 2/40th Artillery Battalion operated a command net and monitored
the fhing batturies nets.

b Each Firing Battery operated a Fire Direction Net.
(e¢) wWise:

] Wire lies wer: limicsd to local distribution within the CPs
ami from battalion to company level when possible.

2 Switchboards:

& Kkeucatchur Forward 70C switchboard utilized an ANMTC-10 with
4 ov line capacity of which 42 jacks were filled.

L setcatcher esr TOC &4 chboard utilised an SB-86/PT Switchboard
with a «U line cajacity of which 4C Jacks were filled.

. .ua Infintry Battalions and the Artillery Battalion utilised
tw. GLo 2/PT Switchboards stacked for a total ¢f a 29 line capacity.
Ay Doumaadestionun cent s, -
‘e Briseae Keasr Cotaamic.tions Center at Camp Prensell-Jones was
twe ¢ MGC=-17 Teletype (‘sntral Office dismounted, It terminated ome

FC¥ . line civ:uit frow IIFFOKCEV and one HDX on-line circuit to brig-
ad .A"ward (:F¢

Thy 3ri; .9 vouownications Center at FSPB Horseshoe Bend was an
3. It leswiiated on HDX on-1ine circuit to Brigade Rear CP and
LD oo line ireudt to A,

vigge- J1.@ Wi o voin'ucted for units at Camp Prensell-Jones
And to be: mquart«-x 4 {-.t USAI'V and 1IFFOKCEV., Messenger Service was pro-
vided Leiween bnrigade Forward am Brigade Rear with a stop at CMAC twice
1 ily.
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(e) Radio Teletype: a radio teletype team orgsnic to CMAC supported
the brigade at the Forward CP in the CMAC RATT net.

(£) Power: main powsr was provided by a 36kw commercial diesel
gemerator with two 10kw and one Skw gasoline-driven generators as backup.

i. ¢ Information.

(1) During the perioi, the 4Oth Fublic Information Detachment and
attached personmel continued to provide coverapge for brigade activities
and began working on the first issue of the new twice-monthly biigade
newspaper, "The Redcatcher”, The funds were approved by the Central
welfare Fumd, United States Army, Viatnam for publication of both the
newspaper and a yearly magazine. The contract between Tosho Publishing
Com,, Ltd, and the Central Welfare Fund was rrepared by the Information
Office and arproved by the Brigade Staff Judge Advocate and rerresenta-
tives of the Central Welfare Fund., The newspaper is wxjected to come
out in the latter part of November. The Information Nffice continues
to increase the good relations with tne civilian press mecia, ¥Fre-elec-
tion coverare was especially goo? within the t rigade due tc the rearness
of the AO to Saigon. Information OTficr .7 r‘ Sjecialists within the
brigade have been appointed and plar-~d ~n ¢ rp:c Lent coiers in all comp-
ary-sise units. This is to insure that eac!. nit wiil receive alequate

rowverage in the newsparer, az there is =i -nc writer anc >ne vhotogra-
rher in the Information Office for eacr. . 21 in the brigade. A
guidance shoet was distributed and a.l . wat lnf rration personnel

ware Lrriefed on their functions and . ...,

(2) The following is a breakaxwi ! the / '*1 i.ti.. inormtion
Jetachment activities;

(8) News heleases - uo.

.b) Ficture Releases - 12,

":) Hometown News heleases - rvi,

(d) Hometown Picture Heleases - 72,

(e. ! aetown Tapes - 139,

(f) Press Briefings and Interviews - 'R,
(g) News Media Visits - 91,

h, Homstown TV Film Clips - 130.
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(3) e U8, Amy Uamtam ias Osnter Qurterly Repert, Fired
Qurter, Piscel Tear 1969, Lutisated 100 por aont usage of $3 telss ..
vivien f£1im sent there Wy this Ipfeswntiss Offise. o ohhoe Seshet
dthWMlﬂmewﬁhdﬁo The

wit in RVH, enoopt the Piret Air Cavalry Divigiea.
duh‘tﬁptnﬂnupdt

te
(A) The photographic section is having eontimued predlems with l
the cameres in the field. All of the present comsres ATe Bsh ahlo %0 {
withotand mermsl {i0ld wee, dospite : Wy the ghete- .
grephers. Waterpresf plistis dags haw soms, bt the wetmess ¢
of the terrain ia the presemt A0 oombined with the resest msuseen

0s8s0n has takea 8 toll of photogrephie equipmsnt. The Iafermation

Offiee now has all of the informtion and pho pher slete f£illed,

but at least half of the replacemtns are being trained om-the-3jeb ia

their duties. Only & few have been Army school-treined im thedr WOS.
meu-cmmmnnnu-mumdmmmo
reporting period to £111 the twe 0=2 .

3. gt Juige Advosate.

(1) During the quarter this command paid $5,158.60 in psreomsl
property claims to U.S. military Personnel. The brealdown is as fediews:

MONTH SIALS AUIE PAID -
August 22 $3,802.37
Septenber 6 1,276.23
October A 80,00
TOTAL 9 $5,158.60

2. solatium payr. .iti. of 70,0008VN were made to Vietnamsse matiem~
a! fre parsonal prop.rty damage and personal injury. 13 claims filed
by Vietnamess mtiom'!s urder the Poreign Claims Aet, AR 27-28, were
ir. esragated 10d pruc-ssec. The wajor claim was by the Khai Vimh
Pianner Falk® for o :upation and use of the factory as tb‘w
forward tactl..i op@-at.oi. ~enter. The claim was for 3,806 |
pesr month since the occupation bsgan and for sach month of comtimued
use. The cla.a was investigated and forwarded to the Poreign Claims

_ Comi:sion.

(3) ™ treakdomn of Nonjudicial punishment imposed dwring the
rejorting period is belows -
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iz W AR T m
2/34 Ing 1 e ' o,
3/1eh Inf 19 17 10 46
L/12th Iaf 10 7 5 2
5/12th Inf 3 2, 2 &
2/L0th Arty 7 9 26
7th Spt Bn 9 4L 15 28
HHC 199th 7 17 ) 32
87th Engr. 2 6 6 1%
Trp D, 17th Cav | o _1 _0o _1
TOTAL: 104 91 93 288

(4) Court martial retes continued below the overall Amy level,
Continued command emphasis is being placed on expeditious processing
and forwarding of charges. Forwarding imdorsements to the general
court-martial convening authority include explanation of any delay
in forwarding the charges. In keeping with USARV policy on reducing
time imdividuals spend in confinement, personnsl are normally released from
confinement after 30 days unless they are pending additional charges
or elimination. Increased emphasis is being placed on informing ac-
cused persons of the right to request discharge in lieu of court-mar-
tia). Sush action has reducnd the court-martial rate of some batta-
lione. A elemsncy and rehadilitation program is in opsration. Indivie
duals are transferred to different battalions after release from con=-
finemant. The reward has not been as great as hoped for by Lie :omend.
Muny of the individusle transferred have been confined again by the
raw unit t:;. infractions of ailitary law. The breakdarn of courts-mar-
*ial 1 belows

Q&,ﬂ‘ !, E!."MEI;‘;
'] bey AR ! * 5 [4.%F JOTAL
3/7th 1 0 0 1
29
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SPRCIAL CORTMMRTIAL - s T
aaz AR W o o .
2/%4 Inf 2 1 0 3
3/1th Int 2 7 2 "
412th Int 6 6 2 W e
5/12th Ing s 1 2 7 |
2/40th Arty 5 o 0 5 ’
Tth Spt 6 1 1 ]
HIC 2 0 0 2 ‘
87th Engr 0 0 0 0
D/17th Cav Q2 0 0 0
T0TALS 27 16 7 50

SR OURT-MARTIAL
2/3d Int 0 1 o 1 .
3/7th Ing (o 1 1 2
4/12th Inf 0 0 0 0
5/'2th Inf 0 1 1 2
</40th Arty 1 0 0 !
7th 8pt Q2 0 !
TOTALS ! 4 2 7

(5) A complete brealdown of legal assistance cases handled during
the period are as follows;

X
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A - - 4 T  JOTAL
Adoption ani dange of mme 2 2 3 7

Citisenship, Imigration and
Passport

5 b 12
Civil Righte 0 0 0 0
Domsstic Relations 14 17 - 15 L6
Depostions 0 1 0 1
Non-support 2 0 1 3
Notarizations 5 18 18 4
Persomal Finances, Debts 9 7 6 22
Personal Property ' 21 10 6 37
towers of Attornsy 23 10 12 45
Real Froperty 2 0 0 2
Taxation 0 2 2 4
Torts 0 0 0 o
Wills and Letatea 3 2 2 7
Miscallansous h) ] 20 " B 1
fOTAL 99 12 109 33

L a9t Yarehal

(-, . me Pro™W Marshal initiated s progras to improve the eondust
am o spearance € gersonnel within the BB. On-the-spst corrections
ars mude by M amd non-commisgioned officers and offisers. The appser-
asi.e of military persomsl on the B8 improved somsideradbly during
past quarter, )

(2) An additiomal NP patrol was employed frem 1800-2400 hours
daily to increase the smount of preventive eafereamat utilised by
the Provost Marshal. This patrol is used ia the semsitive areas where

3
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| ° alse weed fo
mmuu Mo not yet been m?:l?d It & r

(3) Tw awmber of aceidmnts and the nuaber of imsidests imvelviag
the imprepsr utilisation of governmsnt wehicles declined sinse the
indtiation of . 199th Infantry Brigade Regulation 58-4, Treasportatiea
and Travel, dated 28 September 1968. Compiiance with this regulation
imwes that the number of accidents will remain ainimal,

(4) On 16 October 1968, Change ! to USARV Reg 643-20, War T-ephies,

was published, This change inoresses the responsibilities of the loeal
Prevest Marshal in the registration of war trophies, DD Porm 60) must
aow be exocuted by the loocal Provost Marshal or the USAHAC P, The
ehange alse authorised local PMs to issue a Temporary Export License.

(5) As a result of a survey conducted by the Office of the Pro-
veot Marshal, & staniardised systea for licensing and testing wehicle
opsraters was initiated,

(6) A continual effort has been initiated to insure compliance
with USARV Reg 210-5 regarding privately-owned weapons. All provately
omed weapens are registered with the Office of the Provost Marshal and
sscured in the company arms rooa, Cosmanders conduct periodic, unane
aounced inspections to jinsure that no privately ovmed weapons remain
in the possession of personnel.

(7) The Office of the Provost Marshal continued to stress s poei-
tive law enforoemsnt program. Commnders were urged to initiate a
positi.e campsign to decrease larcery of private property, the nusber
of traffie ascidents, and educate all personnel on the use of maroetiss.

1. Ghaplain potivities.

(1) Tw religicus coverage for ths 199th Infuntry Brigade included
services for Roman Catholic and Protestant. Memorial Services were
held in each unit where servicemsn were killed or died. Information
was provided to all personnsl interested in dsnorminational serviees.
The Sscasments are alwnys provided as wsll as religious imstruction.
Counselling, orientat ions, visits to hospitals, the stockade, and trevp
areas continued to esteblish a good rapport between the Chaplains snd the
msn. The sore than adequate Chaplain coverage within the Brigade for
Religious Activities and other morale support highlights the overall
coverage by the brigade Chaplains. Chapel attendance continuss to be

satisf aotory.
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(2) Statistical report for period 1 August-31 October 1968:

ATTENDANCE
Number of Services: 633 13,824
Number of Memorial Services: 22 1,760
Orientations: 13 1,560
Hospital Visits: 161 627
Counselling Cases: 066
Letters to Churches: 444
Letters of Condolence: 64

m. Finance.

The ma jor operation or activity of the current reporting period
was the announcement and completion of Conversion Day (C-Day). The
first conversion of military payment certificates in Vietnam occurred
on 21 October 1968. Upon the official announcement of C-Day,
normal finance office operations ceased and immediate implementation
ot Operation C.Day began. The actual business of conversion with the
Finance Office was smooth and efficient. Preparation included briefing
of tinance personnel, stockage of pertinent forms and review of oiders
to insure that orders for Conversion Agents remained currcnt. Priority
ot conversion was given to the Post Office, Post Exchange, and other
non-appropriated activities to insure a rapid return to normal business
for those activities. The conversion for individuals was handled
through conversion agents, appointed on orders. Individual conversions
were completed during the first three days of C-Day.

n. Brigade Surgeon.

(1) The health of the command shows an average admission rate ot
500/1000/annum, and a daily non-effectiveness in respect to si:k days
as an average of 353 per month. The highest rates were during the
nonth of SepLember when the brigade was active in its extended AO to
the west of Saigon and most of the admissions were casualties from booby
treps.
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(2) Malaria showed an inoresse in the number of cases especially
during the months of September (25 cases) and October (20 cases). The
nonthly rete of cases during the jrevious reporting pericd renged from
J t0 7 cases, This increase shows the effect of opsrating in8 .
ares with & high mosquito population,

(3) The incidence of diarrhea remainsd about the same as the pre-
vious reporting period (average of 30/1000/annum). The highest incidence
was during the month of September when 4LO cases were reported. This
shows the effect of a low level of sanitation when a unit began opers-
tions in a new area.

(b) The venereal disease rate has progressively increased each
month until a new high of 162 cases were reported during
Emphasis on the purchass of prophylactice from unit furds did not hnn
any apparent effect on the number of cases, Ressarch into the prodblem

© revealed that the poor quality of the prophylactics thea available

durisg the months of August and September discouraged many units from
buying them. The Post Exchangs Officer was notified and s was able
to obtain 4,032 good quality prophylactics for sale in the FX,

(5) Skin and cellular disease were greatly increased during the
month nf September when the brigade was operating in an inundated area.
The number of cases of foot diseases were 2§ times the usual mumber. An
extensive program of command emphasis on foot care was started in which
an officer inspected the feet of ths men in his unit daily,

(0) The number of cases of hepatitis tripled (19) during the month
of >eptember, but fell to a new low of only 3 cases during October.
ﬁ Extensive operetions in the new brigade AQ where the ares sanitation
was low was thought to be the min factor in causing the increase in
hepatitis cases.

(7) Pield Sanitation Teams appointed during the month of August
wer's fruined and certified by a team of instructors from the 20th
FPreventive Medicine Detachment during the month of September.

(8) New latrines were designed by the d7th Engineers and distri-
buted to all the line cowpanies during tne month of September. An
inyrover burn barreli was designed during the month of October to com=
pencate for the absence of urine deflectors., Handles cut nsar the top
of the barrels facilitated the handling of hsavy barrels.

: (9) The Battalion Surgeons and Corpsmsn held MEDCAP in many hamlete
n ard villagee of the brigade AO. A total of 20,000 patients were seen and
treated,

3
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2. (C) Section 2, Lessons Learned: Commander's Observations, Evalu-
ations, and Recommendations.

a. Personnel.

(1) Foot Problems Due To Prolonged Exposure to Watcr.

(a) OBSERVATION: Troops operating in inundated areas will have
fungal and/or bacterial infection of the feet and/or lower legs if
exposed to watery terrain for more than 48 hours., Some individuals can
tolerate longer exposure than others before maceration and infection
occur.

(b) EVALUATION: There are many approaches to preventing foot
problems. Frequent changes of socks, air drying of the feet and wear-
ing of shower shoes are all helpful. The exact status of an individ-
ual's feet can only be determined by periodic examination of the feet
by a responsible individual. The responsible officer will then have
some idea of the condition of his troops and will know whether or not
they can tolerate additional exposure to water,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Command emphasis on daily inspection of the
teet of individuals involved in operations in inundated areas by the

officer responsible tor the unit helps alleviate the foot problem.

(2) Utilizing Non-School Trained Personnel as Military Policemen,

(a) OBSERVATION: Both Military Police platoons cxperienced a
shortage of personnel and it became necessary to utilize personnel
that were not school trained Military Policemen. After instruction
and on-the-job training, thesc personnel have become excellent Mili-
tary Policemen.

(b) EVALUATION: The 153d Military Police Platoon and the Head-
guarter s and Headquarters Company Military Police Platorn were experi-
encing difficulty fulfilling commitments because of the critical
shortage cf personnel. During this period, personnel with a Y5Bl0
1)S could not be acquired through the replacement system. Over 20U
recerds were screened in Redcatcher Training Center and approximately
twenty-seven individuals were sclected for Military Police duty after
fersonal interviews were conducted. Selections were made based on
incividual driver qualification scores, height, weight, education
and attitude. Personnel were then given twenty hours of formal instruc-
tions before being assigned Military Police duties. Each individual
was then trained on-the-job with an experienced MP until the determina-
tion was made that he could perform effectively.
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(e¢) HECOMMEMDATION: DMons.

b, QOpuretions.

(1) Artillery Fire Control.

(a) OBSERVATION: Stringent requirements imposed on.ertillery
firing into the densely populated area around Saigon have nscessitated
significant changes in the battalion's fire control procedures.

(b) EVALUATION: While the battalion fire direction center (FDC)
exercised only limited technical fire direction, primarily monitoring
registrations amd metro computations, the control of fires has been
centralized at battalion FOC, Targets of opportunity are attacked
conventionally, with the call for fire passing directly to a battery
from the forward observer or through the a~tillery liaison of ficer if
transmission relay is :1equired. Unobserved fires are integrated, plan-
ned, and coordinated at ths battalion FDC under a Progran of Unobserved
Fires (PUF). The FUP is produced on a. daily. basip from intelligence
information, amalysis of previously acquired targets to pin-poirmt aress
of activity, tarpets subamitted by forward observers and liaison officers
and from interdiction fires planned to fill gaps in mansuver positions
or deny suspected rocket launch sites. The extent of the FUF for any
given day deyends on three factors:s ammunition availability, targeting
information, and number of fire units available. The PUF is modified
during the night to eliminate targets which are adjacent to areas taken
under fire i. respons to radar and/or visual sightings. By using the
PUF, the b-:Pilion FDC insures that ammunition expenditures on unob-
served targe.s represent the best planr:d use of available assets and
assists in categorizing targets for reporting.

(¢) L .C.MENDATION: That all artillery battalions be enjoined
to exercise The maximum centralized control of fires even though mass-
ing of fir.i is not feasible throughout the battalion.

(2) :*re Clearance Frocedures.

(a  OBSLWATION: The entire problem af fire clearance poses a
signif::ant burden on both fire planner and the fire unit.

(b) EVAIUATION: In most cases, in the Saigon area, clsarences
must be secured from US, ARVN and GVN agencies for each target area;
however, the district advisory teams are able to secure ARVN and GWN
simultaneously upon request., Where ever possible, the artillery lia-
ison officor with the maneuver battalion obtains all clearances for
fires within “he supported battalion's A0, The artillery liaison efe -
ficer «t bLrigade obtains the clearances in those areas of the brigsde
A0 whic': are not assigned to a battalion. This procedure works well
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and facilitates simultansous support of widely separat:d ojerations,
Note that while the clearances are decentralized for rasiJ resronse,
ire control remains centrealised to inswre that safety criteria are
observed and fires fit the context of responding with the “measured
use of artillery”.

e ————————— T

(c) RECOMMENDATION: None.

(3) Augmentation of Organic Artillery.

(a) OBSERVATION: Supr<:ting a light infantry brigide operating
in such a large AO has required additiomal artillery in the General
Surport Reinforcing (GSR) role to provide the required degree of
coverare (three batteries on each operation of platoon size and
larger).,

(b) EVALUATION: The 2d dattalion, 4Oth Artillery his four 105zm
Howitzer batteries organic, two 105mm Howitzer batteries G.i(, one
155mm Howitzer (SP) battery GSR, and one 8 inch/175ma Gun (SF) battery
GSR. This mix of caliber affords great flexibility in *:e attack of
targets and reduces the number of displacements r.;.ir -1 { r cupport
of operations,

(c) hCOMMENDATION: Wherever possible, Farce ar! "~ + - issets be
rlaced in GSR of the light infantry brigade direct a.. . * tattalion
to aupgment the fires on a responsive basis,

' 4) Consideration of Tides and Season Changes :-. :viiuaiion of
bnens Capabilities.

{(a) OMSEKVATION: There are numerous factcrs in tion of enemy
capabtilities of navigation of streams and waterways. . ..uates must
be bised on the enemy's capabilities to use the water r 1.tes, Navig-
ahility on some water ways depends directly on tides ... .n some cases

I “+-a9nal rains,

1+) EVALUATION: In the central and south:srn Iii or,3 area the

wa' crayt represent the most important lines of comaw. :2%iona for the
V©e All of the VC base and staging areas are connect:r t; n.merous
1.als 2nd streams, offering the enemy excellent rout:: oi infiltration,
«nrre3s 3nd regress, On many streams in central and . -..i=rn III Corps,
tre tide differ-nces and the monsoon season influence ..e aavigability

T the waterwiys considerably. Strvams that seem t. c. i:iadaquate for
wal< ¢ transportation during the dry season, may be fu.iy navigable
iuring the wet monseon season. These streams are furt'c¢ influenced by
Lhe tides, It has been noted that the VC are conduci. .z most of their
i'ate™wa resupply during the wet season, when the i -~atility is at its
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best.

(o) RECOMMENATION: To be able to evaluate the enemy capabilities
to use the vaterwvays, a detailed wvaterays study must be conducted.
This study will serve as a basis for planning of ground and water inter-
diction as well as preparation of riverine operations. It is further
necessary to continuously update this stuly, wspecially when the seasons

change.

(5) Census - Population and Resources Control In Counter-Infre~
structure Operetions.

(a) OBSERVATION: An ideal aid in Cordon and Search operations is
a complste census of the community within the area of operation. In
most cases, these documents are nonsxistent. The comstant moves of
population control problems.

(b) EVALUATION: Census and Grievances Committee under the National
Police Special Branch is normmlly responsible for taking census. This
task can not be readily accomplished dus to security problems, During
cordon and search operations the security is easily taken care of and
the Cunsus and Grievances teams can accomplish their tasks with relative
ease. Coordination has to ve effected thr:ugh District and Province
Intelligence advisors. The Census and Grievances teams normlly bring
their own National Police support. The Commander of the search element
must insure that all inhabitants of the community are directed toward the
cens' . point, Fsychalcpical Operations Team, entertainment, MEDCAP, and
othe. aid activities should be established in the near vicinity. Most
effective system of census was found to be "family album®, Photographs
are taken of entire family groups and forms indicating the rmamss, birth -
dates, birth places and current residences for each member of the family
ar. a:complished. Folders of hamlets and villages can be assembled and
disseinated to the bistrict, Province and the unit operating in the
ares The counterintellijence section has the capability to mrovide
te Lalcal asvistance such aus photography and equipment. A complete
lirting of all residents within a community is a tremendous aid in Cor-
fon and Search operations. 1t aids the commnder and the intelligence
cfficer in determining who belongs tc the community, whe is missing or
who is there at the time of the cordon amd search operations.

(¢' KECOMMENDATION: Command emphasis on census should be etressed.
It must be primarily accomplished by the Vietnamsse. Ths people should
be handled courteously, and the entire operation must show efficiency and
e definite purpose. Thorough ocoordimation with the Census and Griev-
ances teams, National Police, District Officials and troops on the ground
must t» made,
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(6) Safety While CrgSRlng Waier.
(a) OBSERVATION: Inividual equipment makes water crossing
difficult.

(b) EVALUATIONs Crossings are slow and hazardous.

(e) RECOMMENDATION: That eaeh unit carry at least one rope
(120') for use as a safety lims; also that each man be equipped with
snap link to use with the safety line while making water crossines.

(7) Combat in Cultivated Pimespple Areas.

(a) OBSEXVATION: Symmstric planting of pineapple in rows limit
visibility and make a unit vulnersble to enemy fire when on the move,

(b) EVALUATION: The terrain of pinearple areas forces stringent
control measures for maximum protection,

(¢) HECOMMENDATION: The following points should be considered
when rlanning operations:

1 Axis of advance should place wind to the back in the event gas
can be used,

2 If possible, walk artillery before the advin-e.
. ‘iake maximum use of reconnaissance by fi-e.

4 Extra smoke grenades, hand yrenades, and =79 r.iis are highly
recomnended,

it Protective Masks.

(x) OBSERVATION: Frotective mask filters i.come clogged and
irop rstive when masks get wet, Protective mask plastic waterproof
bs s do not adequately protect masks from moisture.

'b) EVALUATION: It is & requirement to have prite live masks
svailable at all times when om operations,

fe1 RECH. EwDATION: That each unit require one merber of each squad
to carry ®4i). squad member's protective masks. They are stored in a
witaryr oot bag, strapped to a ruck sack frame. This deers the masks
" h out of the water and permits them to be easily nhaniled when
naking ¢ tream croasings,
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(9) SreesiiffPol™Cobale "y 12w Tide.

(a) OBSERVATION: Mavigation of canals at low tide is extremely
difficult.

(b) EVALUATION: Canals are very difficult to mavigate because
12-20 inches of silt ard mud remain in the bottom of camals aiter the
wvater has receded,

(e) RECOMMENDATION: That units faced with this situstion cut
nips pala and place this on the mud to mrovide a wallemy on whish to
croes. When walking through mud, walk on the balls of the feot, lean-
ing forward. Never get both feet side-by-side. Don't run ad/ the mud
as one will tire quickly and perhaps stop to cateh his breath, thus
causing ons to sink in the mud.

(10) Mines and Booby Traps. (See Inclosures 2 & 0)
(11) wWaterway Navigabjlity. (See Inclosure 3)

¢, Training: None.
d. Intelligence: Noms,
e, logistics: None,

f. irganization: None.

3. (C) Section 3, Headquarters, Departmesnt of the
formation; Escape and Evasion,

W) Camouflage, Cover and Concealment.

(a) OBSERVATION: The use of camouflage on the body can assist
in pr:.onting aetection,

.t) EVALUATION: At 1700 hours 3 August '968, SP4 Danny Schuts,
US. .:. .397, a member of 2/3d Infantry, 199th Inf Bde, a Radio Telephome
Opucatur was aboard an ICVP boat returning from a RIF mission with his
unit whep they were ambushed from ths river bank, An RPG round hit the
boat in wkich SPL Schutz was riding. The impact of the ro'nd knocked him
and one Vietnamsse sailor overboard. Both msn fourd themselves in the
water, unarmed, and the boats rapidly departing the ares, and a platoon
sized VC force along both river banks. The men swam ashore and crewled
frouw the water into the thick vegetation, The action of crawling through
the mud while climbing the river bank resulted in both msn being completely
covered :<th mud frcm head to toe. This camouflage is what Schuts credite
with giving his life. Oice ashore the men lay still and remained undet-
ected although the VC were at times only 15 feet away. Onoe the ICVP!S
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had broken through the abush kill sons they continusd downstream.
The VC then ga'e chase on foot along the river bank. This enabled
Schuts and the sailor to move away from theaea. They ran to the
nearest GVN Outpost - a distance of 1500 meters; there Kepional
Forces psrsonmel gave the two men assistance,

(e) HECUMMENDATION: Training in camouflage frocedures cannot be
over emphasised. SP, Schuts's successful evasion can be utilised as
& training point on the importance of camouflage to the individual

L - |
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UhrAKTMENT OF THR ARY ™
Headquarters 199th Infantry Brigade (Sep) (Lt)
AFO San Francisco 96279
AVBH-5C 2, September 1968

OUBJECT: Study of mnemy Booby Traps (BBT)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. INTRODUCTION

Recentliy the enemy commnd echelon published a directive to Viet Cong/NA
units to inflict as many casualties on U. S., ARVN and FWMF, without getting
decisively engaged. During the past two weseks there has been a marked
increase in VC use of booby traps. These booby traps are not new to the

VC tactics, but the varied uses and combinations of sophisticated and
primitive devices are different.

2. GuMN:RAL CONSIDERATIONS .

a. Normal VC employment of booby traps (BBT), was to deny us the access
to a erpecified area. In most of the cases, the enemy had a system of
compliicated marking and warning signs tor booby trapped areas. In the past
two weeks there has been a total absence ot these markings. A possibility
exists that the enemy is employing the booby traps to deny us the freedom
of m-vement through specified areas, not plaming to use the area for his
own .ovement. Another possibility exists that booby traps are employed on
cne 43 ot an area, while a free path (gensrally from a less accessible
aprroacn) may exist. In any case, a caretul examination of the area by the
troons and Kit Carson scouts failed to discover any mrkings or warning
svme 18,

b. The purposes of placing booby traps are varied as much as the
weszires employed., As previously mentisned, BATs are used to inflict
saxLnw nasuklties; to slow down the pursuing torces; to protect ammunition
an. supp.y carnes; to demoralize and harass our forces. In some cases,
;owertul bocuy traps were emplaced on high poles alorg the landing sones
against helicopters. Some of these BBETs were commnd detonated as well as
v4lng elaborate trip wires and pressure devices,

“e TY S OF EXFLOSIVE DEVICES

a. The m st common BBT: are constructed of harmd gremades (fragmentation
« attack). In most cases, the norml tive second delay fuse as been removed
and an instantaneous fuse has been substituted. Several booby traps consisting
of a cluster of three to five hand grenades were discovered. A trip wire was
attached to the pull ring of the gremade pin and stretched across a path or
likely avenue of approach. The grenades have been placed on the growmxi, con-
cealed in the bush about three feet c¢{f the ground, or hung in the trees. All
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types, including captured U.S. grenmades hawe been foud. A primitiw,
easy to construct, wut effective activating mechanisa was discovered on
numerous occasions. A grenade with pulled pin was inserted into a tin
can. The tin can was anchored to a tree while a t ip wire was fastened

to the grenade. A series (up to 12) of grenades was connscted to a single
trir wire wvas used. The point man tripped the wvire and the series or
grenades exploded along the path wounding every ones in the squad.

r - a
direction OF
—_ 9 mJuClvet\lT

ST SR RS Y S R SRR S S S8

y 4

b. Mines have been used extensively by the VC. Among these are home
mace variety, manufactured concrete mines, and captured U.S. mines. Clay-
more mines are most dangesrous ana are used by the VC extensively along
the roads as well as near their ocase areas. Trip wires as well as command
detonation wircs were discovered. North Vietnamese, CHICOM and homs made
claymore uimss have been founi.

c. Shells, high explosive munitions and bombs are used frequently
by the VC/NVA torces. Mortar shells and 105/155 shells are among the
most. ¢ ymuon of these types of booby traps. To prepare thess, the fuse
is re-.ived and regular detonating mechanism is inserted. In soms cases
uwe projectiles were wrapped with det. cord. In one case, a 750 pound
aerial bomb (aud) was used as a road mine against a U.S. tank. Subsequent
interrogation of a VC PW reveaied that the Viet Cong simply drill a hole
in the body of the bomb and insert the tiring device.

1 Improvised explosive devices are numerous ana eftective depending
on ‘Y resourcetulness and imagimtion of the eremy. C~4 explosive
mixed with old nails, scrap metal am giass, stuffed into a tin can provides
ar  frective expiosive device, Various forms of cast TNT and homemade
mine: have been uiscovered througheut RVh. Piring devices are easily
constructed, but in most cases the standard grenade (instantanecus and
£ive racond delay) fuses were used. These fuses are readily available
thraug’ VC/NVA supply channeis.

L. TIIF AIRES

a. inmost cases the trip wires were tfoura across paths and roads
aoout auxlie high and frequently weil camoutlaged. The explosives were
enjac "3 nearby.

b. In serveral cases, the trip wires and pressure devices were
ifound not on the path, but along side. A sniper would opsn fire on a
patrol on a path. In tnis case everyvoay gets off the road for cover
and into the trip wires.
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¢. Rice paddy dikes and shores of canals are favorite places for W
trif wires. In many cases, trip wires have been placed just under the
surface of water near & dike, with the expolsive on the dike or shore.

d. Materials used have also been varied. This green wdre, thin cord,
nylon strings as well as relatively thick wire were recovered. Trip wires
have been found taunt as well as slack in the grass and on the bushes. They
are very difficult to detect, especially in tall grass.

e, Feculiar tactics in the use of booby traps.

(1) Two instances of Luoby trap emplacement were noted 23-26 September
1968, Unit in a night defensive position was engaged by enemy small arms
fire from nearby nipa palm grove. An element was immedi:.’.eiy dispatched
to destroy the ensmy firing position. A short distance from the perimster
the element encountered numerous booby traps. The enemy troops infiltrated
to within 150 meters from the perimster and placed the booby treps. Then
they withdrew and opsned fire. The trails were checked out prior to dark-
ness, there were no booby traps there at that time, indicating that the
booby traps were placed there after dark.

(2) On one occasion, 28 September 1968, a ..ight NOP was under an
intensive VC rmortar attack. When friendly illumination was fired, a
grcup of W was spotted emplacing booby traps. A detailed search of the
area revealed that booby trapes were placed along all possible routes
from the NDY.

{ = During bunker destruction operations several men were injured
by a ~renade air burst. A further check revealed that a grenade with its
Jin julled was placed in a ball of (dried) mud and imbedded into the side
of the bunker. when the bunker was destroyed, the grenade was hurled more
the- 4" meters, exploding appraximately 3 meters above the ground. Severdl
ene. * bunkers were checked and two additional booby traps of this type were
unc. - ered,

5 't&CAPITULATION OF BOOBY ThAP SITUATION IN THE PINEAPTLE PLANTATION.

.. Pinsapple plantation is a well known important Viet Cong/NVA
"a-iny; area, It lays 2/3 of the way between Ba Thu, Cambodia and
sw.gon  There are & series of bese camps with extensive fortificatioms
an’ 8a,p’y areis in the pineapple. Recemt friendly operations in the
rlartaticn b e kept the VC/NVA from using this area and it is now
evident that the enemy is taking steps to discourage and maks costly
all friendly operations in the pineapple. During the last several
« .erations, the tryops from 4/12, 2/3, and 5/12 have encountered
nucerous booby traps. Excessive casualties were suffered by these
FHURALN

b. It i- «nown that the Viet Cong are employing the booby trapse
srourd the rknown base areas, supply caches and routes of approach. In

some instances the positioning of the booby traps indicated that the
routes to and from landing zones have been found booby trapped. This
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indicates that after the mmerous opsrations coniwcted by our foroes
in and around the rinsapple plantation, w ave established a pattern.
Since the avenues of approach are limited, .t must be anticipated that
these routes will be booby trapped.

¢c. There is no particular pattern in typs and msthod of employment
of booby traps in the pineapple area. F.om the varied composition of
devices and use of trip wires, it is assumed that devices that are
available in a given area are used. It is possible that there are caches
of this materiel in each of the base areas,

d. From discussions with advisors and Victnamese personnel
operating in that area as welli as from interrogation reports, it was
determined that there is a saall unit of Viet Cong that is charged
with placing of booby traps throughout the plantation. This msthod
is logical and very effective. Another consideration is that in most
cases the booby traps, when found, were relatively new and hastily
constructed. These facts indicate that the ensmy may have set the
devices just prior to or after our arrival in the area. In many cases
the short time lapse between artillery LZ preparation and sctual
insertion is sufficiert for the eneLy to set the booby traps,

e. lhe following are examples of Vi's heavy use of booby traps
in and around the pineapple plantat:on. These examples have been
compiled from reports rendered by units, interviews with commanders and
men on the ground, Comrilation of these incidents is intended to show
the mny va .1 methods in VC employment of booby traps.

(1) Ls-_ng% XS742830, B/2d Bn, 3d Inf, found a3 booby
trap consisting of one U.S. grenace amno trip wire stretched in nips palm
grove,

(2) _2 jeptember XS751863, A/2d Bn, 3d Inf, fourd a booby
trap consisting of two CHICOM srenades and trip wire. At XS746848
three m i1 e booby traps were found cuonsisting of one each U.8. grenades.
Ar v§727 2 a CHICOM grenade booLy trap w.3 detonated by troops from
B/4th Bp, '2th Infantry resulting ir. one U.S, and one Hoi Chanh (Kit
Carsaczn Scouc) WIA. In tie same area four more CHICOM grenade booby
tra.s ere found.

(.) l13September XS5 . Beth Bn, 12th Inf, found and destroyed
one CHICOM grenade booby tf’ n the sime general vicinity B/4th Bn,
'2th Inf suf’ered 9 WIA {fpo g, 2-gremade booby traps (one scout dog
was killed)., At IS578808 . L. gu3 D/5th Bn, 12th Inf destroyed 18 gren-
ade {. ICOM) vooby traps. sSuring has been used for trip wire. It showld
be nctecd tha' an extensive artillery and air preparation !md been conducted.
There were several large and small secondary explosions, indicating that
some L.anby traps and caches were ex;loded.

(4, 19 September XS590799, D/5th 8n, 12th Inf, destroyed six U.S.
and CHICOM grenade booby trapan., In the same vicinity D/5th Bn, 12th Inf.
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had three U.S. WIA tfrom a CHICOM booby trep. At 3591799 D/5th Ba, 12th
Inf founa ana destroyed a bocby trapped 105am round ana one grenade baoby
trap.

(5) 20U September XS567805, B/4th Bn, 12th Inr, tired M-79 imto tree
line resulting in numerous seconary explosions caused by booby traps.

(6) 21 September X5776775, A/sd Bn, 7th Int, ha four U.S. WIA from
a booby trap. A claymore mine was iaentified. At X3572796, A/2d Bn, 3
Int haa one U.5. KIA and six WIA from a booby trep consisting of 4 .2¢
mortar round and trip wire. Two more gremade (US) boocby traps were
encounterec causing additional two U.S. WIA.

{7) 22 September X5506979Y, A/<a Bn, 3a Int, foums an improvised booby
trap mwic of C retion can stuttea with C-4 explosive. Standard CHICOM
grenace tuses with trip wire was used. Further examination of the area
produced a small ammunition cache of eight cases of AK-47 ammunition and
¢ix hPG=2 rounds. At XS556915, C/2d Bn, 3d Inf found and destroyed five
voouy traps (CHICOM grenades, three grenade booby traps in bunker and one
exjlosive charge (11b) booby trap sdth trip wire). In the same vicinity
c/24 Bn, 3d Inf suffered one U.S. KIA and three US WIA from a CHICOM
gretaqe booby trap.

(3) 23 Sertember X5559916, C/2d Bn, 3d Inf suffered one U.S. KIA
ard three U.S5. WIA from a booby trap. BBT was a U.S. claymore mine
Flated n a tree, trip wire attached loosely on the ground and bushes,
Al A56.uA |, ARVN Rangers suffered one KIA and nine WIA from a multiple
grenac.. 'R™, At XS708334, A/2d Bn, 3d Inf suffered two U.S. WIA from
twd ya'enads (US) booby traps. BBT wires were strung across dike,

b.  COMNLUSIONS

Murins a1 ight day period (16-23 September), the unitu of the 199th
anfari-, ,rigade suffercd three KIA and 34 WIA from booby traps., It is
ait1li; oiud that the enemy will continue to use booby traps in the future.
[ese ~>vices have proven themselves very effective for the emsmy at
w251 % no cost of their own lives. Alertness is the key to prevention
0of .anualties from booby traps. Every area of operation must be suspscted
.. rooby trapped.

S 70 COM ANDER:

5 Inc’ E. H. SUTCLIFFE
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