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2 R DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEATDUARTERS, 145TH COVMBAT AVIATION BATALION
APO San Francisco 96227

AVGC~CC 11 Novenber 1968

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 145th Combat Aviation Battalion for
period)ending 31 Cetober (TCS CSFCR~65) (RI) (U) (UIC:
WCYNAA

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1, (C) _Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities

a. The mission of this battalion has not changed during this
reporting period,

b, Organization

(1) The 324th Airfield Support Detachment wes ettached to Heed=
quarters and Hecdguarters Detachment, 145th Combat Aviation Battalion
on 1 August 1968,

(2) The Organization of the 145th Combat Aviation Battalion during
this reporting period included the following units, located as indicated,
(See Incl 1)

N U——

¢, Significant personnel changes during the reporting period were
as follows:

I (1) Commanding Officer, 145th Comb:t Aviation Battelion

No Change

(2) Battalion Executive Officer 11 Aug 68

Outgoing: Major Fdmund L Fuchs 01936032
Incoming: Mrjor Jemes I Ransbotham 04033560

(3) Battalion S-1/Adjutant 17 Sep 68

* Outgoing: Cpt William E Bannister 05320641
| Incoming: Cpt Michael J Jett 05332614

Battalion S-1/Adjutant 8 Oct 68

Outgoing: Cpt Michael J Jett 05332614
Incoming: Cpt John D Hoskinson 05330166

Battalion S-2 1 Sep 68
or O'ru7('l‘) s o

%4 ‘04 _Outgoing: Major Beyce C McKinney 091928
' Incoming: Cpt Larry R Page 05318557
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. WNHII)ENTIM
DOD DIR 5200.10




(5)
(6)
(7
(8)
(9)
(10)
)
.(12)
(13)
(14)

(15)
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Battalion S=3 1 Sep 68

Outgoing: Major Nevid E Hagler 04010457
Incoming: Major Giffen A 'arr OF105749

Battalion S-4 11 Aug 68

¢ Major Charles R Mix 04005918
Incoming: Major Emmett R Conrow 02291837

Commanding Officer, 68th Assault Helicopter Company 24 Sep 68

Outgoing: LTC Billy G Sims 089607
Incoming: Major Richard S Daum 090745

Executive Officer, 68th Assault Helicopter Company 1 Nov 68

Outgoing: Major Pichard S Daum 090745
Incoming: CPT Ceoffrey R Vebster 05233880

Executive Officer, 118th Assault Helicopter Company 6 Sep 68

Outgoing: Major Robert G Shain 087369
Incoming: Major Bobby L Moore OF103880

Commnding Officer, 135th Assault Helicopter Compary 1 Oct 68&

Outgoing: I7C Robert ¥ L Osbourn 04011634
Incoming: Major Paul E Raetz 095088

Executive Officer, 135th As‘sault Helicopter Company 1 Oct 68

Outgoing: LCDR Neil Ralph RAN 0949
Incoming: ICDR Graham R Rohrshiem RAN 01516

Commanding Officer, 190th Assault Helicopter Company.2 fiug 68

Outgoing: Major Charles U Vaughn 082302
Incoming: Major Charles R Byrd 085962

Executive Officer, 190th Assault Helicopter Company 2 Aug 68

Outgoing: !ajor James R Boyd 085917
Incoming: Major John /v Lasch III OF105731

Commanding Officer, 334th Armed Helicopter Comnpeny 28 Sep 68

Outgoing: Major Joel J Mikuta O7439L
Incoming: Major Charles A Edwards 085158 L

Executive Officer, 334th /irmed Helicopter Company 28 Sep 68

Outgoing: Major Russell A Bronson O74394

" Incoming: CPT Stanley C Slusarz 05420497

INCL
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| B Executive Officer, 33hth Armed Helicopter Company 10 Oct 68

Outgoing: CPT Stanley C Slwxerz 05420497
Incoming: Major Sammy L Childs 04075777

d. Unit Strengths as of 31 Oct 68

(1) Military:
Subordinate Officer wo EM TOTAL
Unit Auth o/H Auth O/H Auth O/H Auth O/H
68th AC 17 17 53 L3 29 207 299 267
118th AHC 17 19 . 53 LQ 229 194 299 253
135th AKC 17 15 5, L4 24, 199 315 258
190th AHC 16 20 53 39 220 198 289 257
334th AHC 31 14 26 38 217 194 274 246
EHD 27 26 1 9 151 171 189 206
. 145th CAB 125 111 250 213 1290 1163 1665 1487
(2) Civilian:
Subordinate DAC VN TCN Contractor
Unit huth O/H Auth O futh  OMH Auth O/H
68th AHC 0 0 21 21 0 O 0 0
118th AHC 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0
135th LHC 0 0 0 0 0O O© 0 0
190th -AHC 0 0 1 1 0 © 0 40
334th AHC 0 0 13 13 0o 0 0o 0
HHD 0 0 . 0 O 0 0
145th C.\B 0 0 50 50 0O O 0 0

| PERSOMNVEL (ENLISTED) GAINS AND LOSSES FOR AUCUST, SEPTRI'BER “MD OC™)BER

© Unit LUG SEP ocT
. Gain Loss Gain Loss CGain Loss
68th AHC 12 15 12 28 2, 19
391st 7 & 10 5 : 6 5
282nd 0 0 0 0 0 0
118th AHC 16 19 15 23 13 14
573rd L 12 13 3 12 ”
198th 1 1 1 2 0 (o]
135th AHC 1, 18 33 5 27 1
614th 9 9 18 15 10 3
68th Sig . 0 0 0 2 0 1
87th 0 0 0 1 1 0
197th 1 1 0 1 1 0
* CONFIDENTIAL
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190th AHC 20 32 9 21 15 8

605th 12 9 5 b g 2

334th AKC 17. 1 17 19 29 11 '
5Tet 3 8 12 1 & 5

320th 1 0 B 9 0o O

HHD - 12 12 11 16 1 12

Scty P1t L 3 0O 3 2 2

430th 11 5 - 1 11

520th 0 0 B o 1

‘e, Adrcraft Status as of 31 October 1968 (Incl 2)
f. Operational Results as of 31 October 1968 (Incl 3)
g. Awards znd Decoreztions: The following awerds were received by

. menbers of the battalion during the period 1 August 1968 through 31
October 1968, '

AWARDS NUI'BER RECEIVED

1M 1 |
DFC L7 !
BS wym 8

BS L6 ‘
AM nyn 23 ’

AM g 2648

ACM nwy 14

ACY; 63

PH . 30 b

h. (C) Intelligence Situation

During early August the enemy forces in the III Corps Tactical Zone
generally avoided contact and attempted to resupply and reorpanite his
assets for a new offensive which wes eventuzlly to begin approximetely
25 August, It was obvious 2lmost from the beginfhing that there wes’

_ going to be a mjor chenge in the VC/NVA strategy ir this offensive.
In previous offensives the enemy drives were characterized by attempts
to move major forces directly agsinst the capitsl and other me jor - ; ~
population centers. 1In this offersive the enemy struck »t the outlaying
provinces, concentrating his efforts in the Tay Ninh, Katum, end Loc
Ninh areas, It is believed that his renson for doing this wes to draw
forces away from the capital military district (C!D) so that forces
positioned in the Angel's Wing and Parrot's Beak area of Cambodis could
have relatively free movement into Saipon through the southern approaches
to the eity. Captured documents and POW's also pointed to a secondary
mission for the enemy forces operating in the Tay Ninh ares end thet wes
to cause as much damage to the 25th US Division's combat effectiveness

CONFIDENTIAL
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'aa poosible while practicing for the first time large scale economy of
force measures, The VC/NVA forces launched three multi-battelion siged
attacks against Tay Ninh City, two of which succeeded in occupying
portions of the city for short periods of time without accomplishing
their objective of sufficiently werkening the forces in the C}MD to insure
a successful offengive. As a result of his failure, he aprin dulled
back into his base aress to reorgrnize and resupply his forces,

Since early September the enemy has continued to avoid contaet #nd
is believed to be preprring for yet another offersive which is to be
initiated at some future dote., In the meantime the enemy is expected
to continue with incre~sed emohrsis on terrorist, sapper, and stand off
type attacks against me jor targets while conducting hervy attacks apalnst .
lightly defended targets to provide his recent replacements with a source
of excellent combat treining.

i, Qperations
(1) Combat Operations

This battalion continues to he committed daily to tesks varying 7 !
from conbat support missions to battalion sized combat assault operations,
with the emphasis being placed on company sized combat assault operations.
The battalion is normrlly committed daily for three combet assault
companies, one general support helicopter company, and a variety of
armed helicopter missions, including three firefly teams from the 334th
Armed Helicopter Company. The normal mission profile for the combat
assault helicopter is ten UH-1D 1ift helicopters, one commnd and control
helicopter, one maintenance helicopter, onc smoke helicooter, and four
armed helicopters from the unit's assets, In addition spere aircraft,
are taken if they are available,

(2) Counter Mortar:

(a) The Bien Hoa Air Base was subject to enemy rocket/mortar
attacks on nine occasions. on five dates during this reporting veriod,
These attacks occurred as shown below,

TIME/DiTE IULBER OF ROUILS DY CE 0 DTTALION AREA

010022 /iug 12 Rds 122mm Rkt 0

063022 Aug 4 Rds 122mm Rkt 0

230025 Aug 17 Rds 122mm Rkt 0

225830 hug 11 Rds 122mm Rkt 0

030008 Sep 1 Rd 107mm Rkt 0

060208 Sep L Rds 107mm Rkt 0

| 062608:Sep 3 Rds 107mm Rkt 0
085508 Sep 2 Rds 107mm Rkt 0

0

232526 Oct 10 Rds 107mm Rkt

(b) During this repcrting period the 145th Combat .viation
Battalion retained the responsibility of primrry commsnd and control

CONFIDENTIAL
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of all armed hclicopter light fireterms utilised in support of OPLMI
Checkmte, A Commnd & Control helicopter hrs been flown nipghtly by
members of this brttrlion ~nd the hours hr.ve been exp~nded from 2300-
0400 to 2100~0600 in support of this oper~tion.

Jo Iraining
(1) Mandotory Training

(n) Mrndotory Treining »s outlined in US.RV Regul~tion 350-1 #nd
12th Combot Avintion Group Regulation 350-1 is being conducted by r11
units in this bntt-lion, During this reporting period » replrcement
program wns set up to utilize the frcilitics of the Scre~ming Ergle
Replrcement Training School of the 101st-iirborne Division, The progrrm
of instruction in usc by the 101st /irborne Divisionn h~s been modified
to reduce the loss of vper~tion~l mrnhours incurred, Their six day
training schedule h"s been reduced to two ~nd one~h~1f drys per mrn by
reschoduling clrsses to nvoid blocks of instruction thrt ore recuired
only by 101st Division regul~tions. This program secms to be beneficial
in thnt it gives both the divisici troops nnd the rvi~tion trooms a
chance to lenrn muturl respect for the others job., i supvlementnry
troindng progr-m being developed to provirde the reouired trainineg when
the division training lord is too grest to permit the school to ~accomodnte
non=division~l repl-ccements,

(b) The l~ck of a suitable CBR training site in the Bien Hor/I.ong
Binh ares continues to preclude cflfective CBR trnining.

(2) Assigned Trrining Tasks

(a) During this reporting period six VN'F ~virtors (three Steff
Officers and three VHIF pilots) were awrrded n certificnte of grrduntion
upon completion of transition trcining in the UF=1D, 1In nddition, two
staff officer nvintors ~nd four oper~tion~l avintors nre presently
undergoing this type of tranining with the nssault helicopter compenies
of this bnttalion, The strff officers ~re trained for ¢ period of
opproxdnrrtely three weeks while the oper~tionnl cvirtors remin with the
battalion for a period of ~pproximtely three months, Upon completion
of the tronsition phase of their troining they remin vith the units
th~t trained them and fly the drnily missions with that unit,

(b) The bnttnlion hs received six nllocotions to the lavy's Jungle
Environmental Survival Treining Schocl ~nd three alloc~tions to the .iir
Force Jungle Survival School, ..11 ~ssigned cuotas have been filled and
distributed among the units with the emph~sis on giving edch unit as
mny school qunlified personnel in this field s poesible, The berttalion.
favors slightly the crews that ~rc cssigned to firefly duty because it
is felt that they are the ones most likely to be faced with ¢ survival
situntion,

(¢) In-Country training and orientation for newly assigned sendor
officers continues to be done in this battalion., These officers normlly

6
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' stay from two to three d-vs,- During thet period, they are afforded the

opportunity to perticipate in the varicus types of missions flown by
this battalion,

(3) Physical Security

The physicel security plan has been revised during this revorting
period to incorporate numerous changes that were mnde to the origionel
plan, The plen remains under constant review and chonges sre mande as
necessary to improve the ovcrall sccurity of the battalion, During
this reporting period a lighting system hzs been installed ~round the
aircraft revetment arees, Some of the units have also installed one or
two lights in each aircraft revetment to help detect the mresence of
sappers during the hours of darkness and this h~s alsc proved to be
useful to crews performing night maintenance on aircraft, The aircraft
revetment area hrs also been surrounded with » system of eighteen two=
man bunkers which are manned during any increased threat to this
battalion and are the battalion's primary defense agninst sappers who
my have menaged to penetrate the nirbase perimeter under the cover of
darkness and/or rocket/mortar attack. It hos also proven beneficirl
to eculip the five buniters which are utilize< in the cefense of the
bettalion's sector of the Bien Hor Air Base perimeter with .N/PRC~25
redios to allow them to comunicate with the battalion commrnder when
he is mobile end 21so to provide the bunkers with & .means to contact
the firefly aircraft that check the perimeter #s renuired,

k. Sigral

(1) During the period the subordinate units of company level
completed the necessary trensactions to establish their own COMSEC
(Crypto) accounts - including the vreparstion of the CRYPTO facility,
CUMSEC ecuipment wes reouisitioned and received bv esch cccount, and FM
Voice Secure (FM) was esteblished in the b~ttnlion, to include & 24~
hour FM Secure/Command Net, :

(2) Telephone service to 21l units and sections of the bettalion
vwes improved with the install~tion of a more versatile switchborrd
system (employing two SB-868s), with primcry rroblem arees being in the
disruption of the lines themselves by hervy earth moving ecuipment
brought in by engineers for area improvement., This hervy enuipment also
destroyed a 25~pair Air Farce cable, and knocked out many class "A" or
"C" Subscribers in the battalion arer. Due to o reduced reprir force
which lacked sufficient temms of rep:irmen to provide auicker service
for priority designator subscribers, there was 7 scrious interruption
of phone service to the brttalion,

(3) Battalion perimeter security wes imprcved by employing s
primary wire system to the battelion S-2, backed up by iN/PRC=25 redios
in contact with the Battalion Operations Center (BOC), The system wes
reversed nfter some experimentation, and the ‘N/PRC-25s were employed
as the primary means of commnication, and were brcked up by the wire

lines to S-~2,
CONFIDENTIAL
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(1) Class IIIs Fuel consumption rate of the AAL. refueling point
at Ham Tan increased from 3000 gallons to 4000 grllons of JP=4 per week
during this reparting period, This 25¢ increase is due to 4n incresse
of airmobile operatione being conducted in the Ham Tsn area, . weekly
flight has been coordinnted with the 528th Quartermester Compeany to
resupply fuel to the MMIA as necessary, /n operntionmal lord of 10,000
gallons of JP=4 is currently maintained ot this locstion,

(2) Clase V: /,dditional guide~line figures have been received from
Headquarters, 12th Combat Aviation Group to be used in comuting battalion
basic load and storige levels and ere being maintrined accordingly.,
This change incorporates the basic load of erch unit with the currentlv
authoriged operationel load and allows for better menagement of the
amount of ammunition at the battalion ammnition point, The new wer-
heeds XM=-229 (17,5 1bs) and the proximity fuge (XM=429) ere now author-’
ized for operational use, and are béing stocked at the ammnition point,
Beginning next cuarter, ammnition will be recuisitioned snd distributed
on the basis of LOZ }M-229 and 60% M=151, It is rnticipated that 10 to
15% of the M=151's will be equipped with the XM-429 proximity fuse,

(3) Construction: New vertical construction completed during this
reporting period consisted of two wooden buildings 20' x 100!, These

buildings will Ye used as flight platoon stondby and ecuipment storege
buildings., .

(a) The engineers have programed the replicement of 33 sireraft
revetments which were originally constructed utilizing CBU contadiners
and sandbegs, Estimnted completion dete at this time is unknown,

(b) During this period twc dayrooms and an orderly room were
completed under this self-help program. The ammnition supply point
has been graded and the ~mmunition storage point has been relocated,

mn, Safety

(1) During the period 1 August 1968 through 31 (ctober 1968, the
145th Combat /virtion Battelion experienced fowr me jor accidents 2nd
fowr incidents in 43,835 flying hours. This was for » rete of 9,1 per
100,000 flying hours,

(2) The air traffic control, with its full complement of radios
is now in operation twenty-four hours & day. /1lso, to further »=id = °

pilits- o lerge wind sock wes pl- céd’'in the southwest portion of the eir-
field, -

(3) Helicopter revetment nreas are no longer referred to by
individual company names, Instesrd, every lane hns a number painted
on each end and pilots request tnkeoffs &nd landings to and from a
particular lsne, This was necess>ry for two rersons: (a) It is the
only method which allows the tower to positively control traffic on
the heliport, and (b) pilots, who sre not familirr with the field,

CONFIDENTIAL
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can easily be directed to any given ~ren,

n., Flipht Standardization

(1) During this reporting period the primry trzining snd
standardization hrs been focused townrd the initial inecountry
orientation and the mking of new IP/SIP, This training is accoplished
as much as possible at unit level. A trrining progrsm is in projress -
at this time to give each unit » minimum of one SIP end three XIP's, This

should prove beneficinl in keeping their tr~ining nnd strnderdieetion
up to date,

(2) Problems still exist in the availebility of ourlified,
experienced pilots cepsble of performing instructor and stenderdization
pilot duties, The majority of the replscement srvieators are recent
flight=school graduates and recuire in excess’of six months to gein
sufficient experience to perfarm these duties, The assignment of more

experienced avistors would greAtly enhonce the effectiveness of a sound

flight standardization program,

CONFIDENTIAL -

P P




e = 7 _ ——

ey CONFIDENTIAL
c 2, (C) Section 2. Jasscna learneds . Ocsmanders Obeervatdon Evalustion
. and Regocmandations
8. Persomnel: Rotation procedure of Royal Australian Navy Element
(1) OBSERVATION: The Austrelian perscanel rctation was twoken
into two stages, £ifty percent, of the change occured on 10 Sep 68, and
the final stage was completed on 15 Oot 68,

(2) EVALUATION: The two-phase method of change over was very
satisfactory and no decrease in upit capability was observed,

| (3) RECQMEWDATION: That this method of rotation continue to
| be employed by the Australian contingent in the future,

} -~ be Operations:
(1) AB-1G Suppert at Night

(a) OBSERVATION: When flown at night either in support of gro-
und elements or on the firefly mission, the Al-1G offers many advantages
over the older end slower UH-10 gunship,

(b) EVALUATION: As a replacement for the UH-1D (high ship) on
firefly the increased visibility from the frort seat onables the mission
commander to better observe the othar mombers of his team, It also of-
fers o better stotion for navigation and target acquisition, When used
in tho lwv ship mode of the fire temm, it is again flown in a similar
menner as tho UH-1C gunship, It is £lown ct airspoeds which vary from
20 'nots to 100 knots with altitudes ranging from tree top to 400 feet
absolute, With its ability to carry a combination of different weapons
it is a for more vorsitile aircraft, In the mini-hog or heavy-hog oon=-
figuration it has tho addnd capability of corrying both the 17 1b rock-
ets for reinforced structures or scmpans and 10 1bs rockets with the
proxinity fuzes for personnel in the open, Its increased power availe
able to the pilot makes the Colra more manuverable at lower speeds, The
only problems enccuntered when using the Cotra at night are the unrelis-
bility of the attitudo indicator and tho refleotions on the canopy from
the gunners instrument panel, It Ins beon found that tianing the gunner's
instrumont lights off and the pilots lights down to the lowest possible
level will reduce the glare to & satisfactory level,

(¢) RECQOENDATION: That the AH=1G Colxrs be used more in
night operctions, both in support of ground forces and on the firefly
rission, That all pilots be advised of the problems encountered when
flying the Colwr. at night and the steps discussed above for eliminating
thent,

(2) In-Between Post Flights

(e) OBSERVATION: Post f£light inspections during the day will
aid in detection of potential hazarde,

| . .. CONFIDENTIAL
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(b) EVALUATION: During an operational day, assault helicopter
companies shutdown severcl tizes betwecn insertions, extrai;tioms,
repostioning of ground troops, During these shut down periods a thorou-
gh "in-betwoon" poat flight should be conducted, When carried out
properly they can deteot potentinl nnzerds such as clogged barrier
filters, loose bearings of control slecves, low or empty oll levels.

One or more trananission inspection pancls should be pulled, and with
the crew observing ih the hell hole and through the imspection port,
the aircraft should be run to £light idle,

(¢) RECQ4ENDATION: That all units carry out post flight ins-
poctions. during the day when the situction permits,

(3) Jettison Devices for 2,75" FFAR Pods

: (a) OBSERVATION: During this wet secson, units of this bot-
talion have experienced numerous rocket pod jettison fzilures, both
electrical and mechanical,

(b) EVALUATION: Due to the inusurlly wet and humid seasons
here, a through and daily inspection of the rocket pod jettiscn is nec-
essary to insure proper operation of these devices undor emergency
corditions, A tlowough imopoction c-n detoct binding in the mechonieal
devices and frayed or worn wiros on the electrical devices.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That all units have their armed platoon
pilots conduct thorough cnd daily inspections of rocket pod jJettison

equipmont,
(4) Crew Chief ond Gunner Seat placenent in UH=1C

(a) OBSERVATION: The standerd scating arrangauont in the UH-1C
gunship ocan be iiproved by relocating tho crow chiof's and gumnerls socts,

(b) EVLLUATION: Tho crow chiof w«rd gunner on a UH=-1C gunship
have a very linited field of vision from the present seat location, They
cannot observe to the front clearly due to the pilots seat locction amd
thelr view to the rear is obstructed by tihe firewnll, They cannot shoot
to the front unless they lean outside of the nireoraft, The seats can be
moved forwaxrd approxiictely 12 inches and twrned at an angle so that the
crev menbors are facing cpproxinatcly 45 degrees fron the front of the
airarart, There arc crplo tiedown points to secure tho seats, From this
position they can easily plk.ce effective fire cnywhere from the front of
tho aireraft to the rear, They have bottor observntion capebilities and
they do not have to lean out of the nircraft as for to see to the rear,

(¢) FECOMENDATION: That cll units using UH-1C gunships give
consideration to this nethod of placement of the gunner's and crew chief's
seats,

(5) Inoreased Firepower For the Smoke Helicopter

CONFIDENTIAL
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. (a) OBSERVATION: Standard sfwke ship configmation does not
provide adequate suppressive firernwer,

(b) EVALUATION: To be effective the smoke dispensing ehip must
fly low-level in close proximity to the area that psesents the greatest
threat to the flight and as a result it is more subject to the effelts
of enemy groundfire than are the 1lift ships that aye being screened,

The M=60's presently utilized provide a smll amunt of coverege to the
sides and rear of the aircraft, Twin mounted M=50 door guns mounted on
each side of the aircraft supplemented by a free gun mnned by a third
gunner equipped with a monkey strap will provide the additiomal firee
pover to suppress close to the aircraft,’ The free gun can move to the
doar that needs the additioml firepower,

. (c) RECOMMENDATION: That all unite adopt this method of if
creasing the firepower available to the smoke dispensing helicopters.

(6) Use of VT Puzed Rockets

(a) OBSERVATION: Rockets with the proximity fuze are very,
effective for 12 preparation, but the restrictions on'their use near
friendly forces dictates the need for special plamning for their use.

(b) EVALUATION: VT fuzed rockets cannet be employed close to
LZ's while the 1ift ships cre landing, The UH-1C gunship camnot mix
its rocket load, This means that if VT rockets are lmded they must
normlly be employed prior to landing, When the VT 4s used it should
be used as close to touch down as possible in order to.achleve maximum
shock action, Qne method of achieving meximum utilization of the VI
warhead is to use cne rocket ship with XM~159 pods lcaded with VT fuzes
and three }M-21 equipped aircraft londed with HE rockets with the super
quick fuzes, A LFT with the'JM-21 system recons the landing tone and
does a limited recon by fire, The second fire team with the rocket ship
escarts the 1ift ships. The LZ is mrked initially by the LFT and
subsequently by the C4&C from altitude, The LFTon the LZ recon pulls
out early to join the formetion. On lomg finnl, the rocket ship moves
in front of the formation, salvoing his rockets several pair at a
time, With this technique he can cover the LZ, After expending on
this rocket run, the rocket ship immediately departs to rapidly re-~
arm at the alosest point, This is normally at the PZ, where rockets
are prepositioned, In the mean time the flight is covered by the
heavy fireteam loaded with HE rockets,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: This methed of employment of rockets
has proven highly effective indily opérations and it is recommended
that other units give it consideration.

(7) Break-lp of Flights Upon Mission Termination

.

(a) OBSFRVATION: Upon completion of a eombat assault missiom,
the flighte have been separating into individual aircreft for return
flights to their home station,

12
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(b) EVALUATION: /1l aviators assigned to the 145th Combat /via~

tion Battalion are required to maintain a minimm of four (4) hours per
month of "hood" time or instrument training. Ond of the most opportune
times to obtain a part of this required training.4s on the return flight
from an operational area to the hom station., By following this method
of returning, it allows the avisrtor »n opportunity to meintain his pro-
ficiency of instrument flying ¢s well ns giving him a break from the
strain of formtion flying, It is felt th~t this‘practice provides an
incroased safety rrrgin by not requiring fatigued avi-tors to conduct
unnecessiry formtion flight.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: Due to the valunble instrument treining
obtained and the added safety margin gained, it is recommended that 411
companies practice this method of returning from an operatioml area,
It is further recommended that an interval of at least 2-4 minutes be
taken between aireraft, as'an added safety precaution while participat-
ing in instrument training,

(8) Utilization of Pathfinders

(a) OBSERVATION: Smooth operation of the PZ!s‘hes reaffirmed
continued use of our Pathfinders in /irmobile Operstions,

(b) EVALUATION: The air mission commander in an airmobile
operation shculd be fully nwnre thit he has the responsibility to the
ground comminder to deliver nnd/or extract his troops to and from the
desigmted LZ!'s in the lenst amount of time according to the trctical
situation, /ny delay in A rapid buildup of troops in the LZ or any °
-delay in the extrnétions can result in unnecess~ry loss of personnel,
or aviation assets, This can only be ~ccomplished if the ground com=
mendér has set up the PZ according to procedures used by the rvirtion
unit, Employment of the pathfinder team minimizes any delay encounte
ered in the PZ,

(c) FRECOMEND/.TION: Thrt Pathfinders be used more extensively
in airmobile operatiens, In doing so, the ~vintion ccmmrnder is nssured
the combat operation will be ecnducted in ¢n efficient mrnner without
the loss of time and un:iecessary corfusion,

(9) KY-28/TSEC Equipment
(a) OBSERV.TION: When the KY-28 is imstalled in the UN~1, und-
er the primary MO which facilitates thé employment of the KY~28, there
is no provision for F.M, volume control,

(b) EVALUATION: It is necess~ry to install some mesns of cone
trolling the F,M, volume of the KY-28,°otherwise the volume will be mnva
inmum at all times, Thus, at this time, the only possible wry to control
the volume is with the use of the'C~1611, This should be changed so
that the potentiometer on the F, M, control hend could be utilized for
volume control,

13
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c. Maintenance: None
d, Safety: None
ql,wp(w*
“~ GARALD 1. WALDRON
17C, LT
Commanding
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AVOC-8C (11 Nov 68) 1st Ind
; SUBJECT: Operational Report of 145th Combat Aviation Battalion for
‘ Period Ending 31 October 1968 (RCS CSFOR-65) (RI) (U)

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 12TH COMBAT AVIATION GROUP, APO 96266 20 November 1968
T0: Commanding General, II Field Force Vietnam, ATTN: AVFBC-RE-H, APO 96266

1s In compliance with AR 525-15 and USARV Regulation 525-15, two H
copies of subject report are forwarded.

2.' This headquarters has reviewed lubjeét report and the following
comment is made: Reference paragraph 1 i (2) (a): Date time groups
are reversed, 1 )

3., Concur with all other comments and recommendations.
FOR THE COMMANDER :

| U e,
captdn,.lnfantry !
Asst Adjutant
, 15 Tl
. . J
f .

O - = = & =
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AVFB0-2B-E (11 Nov 68) 2nd Ind .
SUBJECTs Operational Report of 145th Combat Aviation Battalion for
Period Inding 31 October 1968 (RCS OSIOR - 65) (RI) (U)
(vzes wowEAL)
DA, BY II FFORCEV, AFO San Prancisco 96266 4 DEC 106
THRUs Commanding General, 1st Aviation Brigade, ATTN: AVEA-C, APO 96307
Oommanding General, US Army Vietnam, AT™N: AVHGO-IH, APO 96375
Comander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATM: GPOP-O?, APO 96550

T0:  Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, VWashington, D.C. 20310

1. Subject report is forwarded.

2. This headgquarters has reviewed and conocurs vith the Operational Report-
Lessons Learned of the 145th Combas Aviation Bastalion, for the period
ending 31 October 1968, as indorsed.

S by

0. B, FORY
iLT, AGC
Asst AG
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AVBA<C (11 Nov 68) 3d Imd
SURECTs Operational Report of 145th Combat Aviation Battalim for Period
Inding 31 Ooctober 1968 (RCS CSF(R-65) (K1) (U) (UIC: WCYNAA)

DA, HEADQARTERS, 1ST AVIATION ERIGAIE, APO 96384 § DEC 1968

THRUs Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTNs AVHGO-DST

APO 96375
Camander-in-Chief, United States Ammy Pacific, ATIN: GPOP-QT,

APO 96558

T0:  Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of tls
Ary, Washington, D.C., 20310 ¢

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed this repart, considers it to be
sdequate, nd concurs with the contents,

2, (C) The following additional comments are considered pertinents

a. Paragraph 2b(5), page 11. Concur except far the free gan for
additianal fire power., A free gun which can be moved from door to door
becomes a potential hazard in itself, particularly in ths heat of battle |
when the gunner would probably move the loaded weapan through the cockpit,

The tin mounted M-60 machine guns should be sufficient for suppressive -
fire with additional protection provided by an armed helicopter,

" b, Paragraph 2b(9), page 13. An interim M0 to provide for FI
vaolume control at the C-3835 (M) Control Head was established, This

MO resulted from the ECOM study and re-design, and subscquent prototype
installation in two 145th CAB aircraft,

3., (U) 1 Inclosure, as stated on 2d Indorsement, is in errar and should
be i Inclosures, ‘

FOR THE COM:iAN [ER$

.
Jub.t D, 2XSELL

MaJ, AGC :
‘A,ssislﬂnt Adjutant Genenl_

b Y|
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AVHGC=DST (11 Nov 68) 4th Inda (C)
SUBJECTs Operational Report of 145th Combat Aviation Battalion for period
ending 31 October 1968 (RCS CSPOR-65) (R1) (U) (UICs WCYNAA)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIEINAM, APO San Francisco 963751 2 JAN 1969

T0: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational lisport-lLessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1968 from Headquarters,
145th Combat Aviation Battalion.

2, (C) Comments follow:

a., (C) Reference item concerning AH-1G support at night, page 10,
paragraph 2b(1). Nonconcur. The frequency and technique of employment
of the AH=1G in night operations is a tactical decision to be determined
by the commander's-.analysis of the factors of METT. Imposition of a
command wide policy would interfere with a commander's flexibility in
responding to mission re:uirements. The current problems of unreliable
attitude indicators and reflections on the canopy from bright instrument
lights are recognized, and must be emphasized in aviator training at all
echelons, -

b. (C) Reference item concerning crewchief and gunner seat placement
in UH=-1C, page 11, paragraph 2b(4). DNonconcur. For safety reasons, all
four legs of the seat must be securely inserted into the positive lock
studs of the tie down position. This is not possible in the seat placement
described in the above evaluation.

c. (C) Reference item concerning firepower for the smoke helicopter,
page 11, paragraph 2b(5) and 3d Indorsement, paragraph 2a. Concur with the
3d Indorsement, paragraph 2a. The free gun is considered unsafe to move
between stations. 7Twin gun mounts for each side of the aircraft are not
presently in stock, nor have they been flight tested or approved by AMC for
use. The XM-39 subsystem (.50 cal) is pressntly under development for this
type fire suppression and should be available in theater by 4th quarter FY 69.

d. (C) Reference item concerning break up of flight upon mission
termination, page 12, paragraph 2b(7). Concur. This method of maintaining
instrument proficiency while returning from operational areas is compatible
with the provisions of USARV Reg 95-25, dated 3 February 1968,

FOR THE COMMANDEK:

Cy furns Ww. C.
H 1st Avn Bde CPT, AGC

M 145th CAB Assistant Ad ant General

I8
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GPOP-DT (11 Nov 68) 5th Ind (U) :

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 145th Cbt Avmn Bn for Period Ending
31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 23 JAN 1969

T0: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed.

POR THE COMMANDER IN CHIET:

fsrt—
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EEADQUARTERS, 145TH COMBAT AVIATION mbg

BIEN HOA, APO 96227

HEADQUARTERS I FBADQUARTERS DETACIMENT
A, Patafinder Detachneni )

B, Security Platoon

C, 430th Mediczl Detachment

D, 520th Mediecal Detachment

- {68th ASSAULT EELICOPTER COMPANY

L "

: ._E ﬂu APO 96291

* Mm.wﬂp QIARTERFASTER DE TACHMENT 135th ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY |
i

BLACKHORSE, APO 96257

i

m
_
m

A. 391st Transportation Detachment |

B, 2824 Signal Detachment

118th ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY
A, 5734 Transportation Detaciment

] B. 198th Signal Detachment
- {190th ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY

A, &05th Transportation Detachment

334th ARMED IELICOPTER COMPANY
4. 5718t Transportation Detzchment

| B. 220th Signal Detachment

A, 614th Transportation Detachment:
B, 68th Signal Detaclment
Ce 197th Medical Detachment

2>
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HRLDYULRTERS, 145TH COMBAT AVIATION B TTLLIONW

31 October 1968
ATRCRAFT STATUS

SUBORDINATE UNWIT

3918t Trans Det
5734 Trans Det
m._b#- Trans Det

605th Trans Det

1 5Tist Trans Det

| Cobra Nett

Tm.@. 145th Cbt .vn Bn
68th islt Hel Co

116th Lslt Eel Co
135th Lslt ilel Co

190th islt Hel Co

334th irmed Hel Co

~m

uth
2
0 18 23
o} 17 23
0 (0} 23

2
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HRLDQU/RTERS, 145TH COMB.T AVIATION B.LTTALION

- it A————————-

SUBORDINATE I HOURS | SORTIES | 1ROOPS | CARGCO (10NS) | BNEMY | SAMPINS | AIRGRAFT |
UNITS FLOWN %EEEEEﬁ
68th As1t Hel Co | 8603 | 26,392 52,013 121 103 10 26 1 38 2 7
1118th Aslt Bel Co | 9522 | 16,897 52,168 149 47 15 37 4 32 4 17
135th Aslt Hel Co | 9319 | 28,910 54, 701 206 10 € 54 0 1 2 10
. 190th 4slt Hel Co | 5692 | 31,429 53,517 | 244, (5] 4 37 o o o 18
L |3%th amBel G0 | 46| 5242 ny | 2 16 | 67 125| 8661 | o0 11
— ’ ] ] ) }
' = | Cslwa NETY 1 1507 1 0 0 o 0 o
. 2= | USARV AB-1G Tng s w ? . e ° o
= . -
| & . 145th Cbt Awvn Bn
— =" rorus 43,057 110,371 | 213,118 %46 u9 |16 2m| 13727 8 63
|
{
_ ..A (1
’ ]
| g
. - a
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INTERIM KY - 28 MODIPICATION ,
With the combined efforts of the LSI Team at Bien Hoa, the ECOM personnel

at Long Bien, and Signal and Avionics personnel of the 145th Combat Avi-
ation Battalion, the following interim MWO was designed and tested with

pore than satisfactory results,

1. Check behind pedestal and locate wire RF 451A22 going to T® 20,
terminal #2, Cut wire,

2, Locate wire RF 404B22 coming from P2107, Pin JJ. Cut wire.
3. Disconnect wire RF 451B22 from Pin N, P 2107

. 4, Run end of wire RF 451A22 coming.from TB 20, Terminal #2, to
P2107, Pin N,

5. Splice other end of wire RF 451A22 going to P2202, Pin F, onto
end of RF 451B22 going to P 2107, Pin JJ.

6. Splice end of RF 404B22 coming from J2201, Pin G, to end of
RF 451B22 going to J2202, Pin F,

7. Find RF 450B22 coming from P 2107, Pin KK, Cut wire.
8, Connect side of RF 450B22 to Pin KK, P2107 to Pin 2, TB 26.

9, Insulate and tie off other end of RF 450B22,

Inclosure 4
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