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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

IN REPLY REFER 10

AGAM-P (M) (27 Jan 69) FOR OT UT 684211 31 January 1969

' SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquerters, 13th Combat
, i) ‘Aviation (Guardian) Battalion, Period Ending 31 October 1968 (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

Cifb 1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance

with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should
oy 2 be reported to ACSFOR OT UT , Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days
i PLIN of receipt of covering letter,.

g:;} 2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure that the

! Army realizes current benefits from lessons learned during recent opera-

‘zlﬂ tions.

3. To insure that the information provided through the Lessons Learned

: Program is readily available on a continuous basis, a cumulative Lessons
Learned Index containing alphabetical listings of items appearing in the
reports is compiled and distributed periodically. Reciplents of the

i attached report are encouraged to recommend items from it for inclusion
in the Index by completing and returning the self-addressed form provided
at the end of this report.

f BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

j/w// ¢ Hikd.

1 Incl KENNETH G. WICKHAM
- Major General, USA
The Adjutant General

DISTRIBUTION:
Commanding Generals

US Continental Army Command

US Army Combat Developments Command
Commandants

US Army War College '
: US Army Command and General Staff College
£ US Army Adjutant General School o
; US Army Air Defense School
US Army Armor School Z
B US Army Artillery and Missile School

US Army Aviation School Regraded unclassified when separated
from classified inclosure.
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Heaaquarters, 13th Comba: Aviation (Guardian) Battalion
APO San Francisco 96296

'VBN-G 12 November 1968

SUBJECT: Operation:l Report of 13th Cambat Avistion (Guardizn) Battalion for
Period Ending 31 October 1968, HCS LSFOr-65(R1) (U)

SEL LISTRISUTICK

1. (C) Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities.
a. Unit Mission. There was no change to the unit m!ssion during this period.

b. Organization. At the close of the reporting period tue organization of
the 13th Combat Aviation (Guardirn) Battelion was as follows:

(1) Headqu:rters and Headcunrters Detachment

(2) The 114th Assault Helicopter Comp ny (UH-1) with the 544th Transpertation
Detachment (KD) and the 96th Sign' 1 Detachment (KL) attached.

(3) The 121st “ssault Helicopter Company (UH-1) with the 80th Transportation
Detachment (KD) and the 257th Signal Detachment (kL) attached.

(4) The 175th Asscult Helicopter Company (UH-1) with the 150th Transportation
Detachment (KD) .nd the 28th Signal Detachment (RL) attached.

(5) The 271st Assault Support Helicopter Company (CH-47) with the 361st
Transportation Detachment (KD? attached.

(6) The 336th Assault Helicopter Company (UH-1) with the 167th Transportation
Det-.chment (KD) and the 277th Signal Detachment (RL) attached.

c¢. OCh nges in Command and Staff

(1) LTC Richard A. Keilman, 01932219, was assigned as Commanding Officer on
1 August 1968, LTC James L, Tow, was reassigned to COuwUS.

(2) MAJ William Jugel Jr. 01938874, was assigned as S-2 on 25 September 1662
There was no S-2 assigned at the time Mzjor Jugel assumed the position.

(3) MAJ Clifford H. Burns, OF100635, was assigned as Assistant S~3 on 10
August 1968. M:jor Roger K. P-cuette was reassigned to the 121st Ass.ult Helicorter
Company.

(4) MAJ Richard S. Freeze, 087746, was assigned as Battalion Maintenance
Officer on 11 August 1963. Msjor Nicolas P, Stein was reassigned to USahEUh.

(5) CPT Max E. Reddick, 02332460, was assigned as Medical Officer on 2 November

19;,(3\\ Mojor Gary B. Robnett was Medevaced. DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
ReTUT DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
GR4 721 CONFIDENTIAL DOD DIR 5200.10

Inclosure 1 )




AVBIE CONFIDENTIAL
SUBJECT: ©Oper .cfomul [ woard of 1307 00 oo ad far 0. r?l\n, rattaliio
Period Fnaing 3. Octower 1y ., roc G0t W (U

(6) CW3 Marvin C, “lbrecht, W3200521, wi.c ¢ ssignrd s . dministritive sois-
tont on 5 Scptomber 1968. 1LT David G. Pipes was rcassigned to UL HEUK.

(7) €3 Jumes T. Brady Jr., 72201750, wes assigned As Fersonncl Officer on
24 October 1968, C.3 David . Nichols was reassigned to CUNUS,

(8) CW2 Russell E. Johnson, 13431076, was assigned as Motor Maintenance
Officer 1 4ugust 1968, C 2 Bernard J. Buons was reassigned to CONJS.

=

(9) C¥2 Otis Smith, 3152095, was assigned as Assistant S-4 on 12 sugust 1968,

d. Unit Strength as of 31 Octohear 1908,

E (1) Military
l% UNIT OFFICER 0 TOTAL’ A
Auth Mun Pres Auth Man Preg Auth Pres Man Pres
g
HHD 13 17 13 3 3 I 74 106 9L 125
5LL4th 15 12 21 50 Li 37 149 120 215 178
96th 1 i 1 1 1 1 70 57 Th 59
121st 15 12 22 50 L4 38 152 146 219 203
. 30th 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 L8 T4 50
257th 1 1 1 0 0 0 9 8 10 9
: 175th 15 12 22 ‘50 L 35 147 124 214 176
: 150th 1 1 1 s 1 1 2 70 T4 72
ﬁ 28th 1 1 0 0 0 0 9 5 10 5
336th 15 2 21 50 L 34 152 W47 219 201 ;
167th 1 1 1 1 1: 1 72 L5 T4 47 j
FE AR o 1 i 1 0 0 0 9 9 10 10
271st 13 12 7 25 23 18 1,3 W2 177 167 ]
3olst 1 1 1 1 1 _1 30 79 82 81
13th CB 100 86 104 233 207 172 1319 1114 1557 1392 :
(2) HNon-Military
UNIT DiC - VN 3rD NATL CONTR4CTLR ]
Auth O/H Auth O/H Auth O/H
{HD 0 0 L L 0 0 0 ]
114th 0 0 Lo L 0 © 0 i
1215t 0 0 25 6Y ¢ 0 0 3
175th 0 0 5 12 0 o] 0
336th 0 0 26 55 0 0 0
271st o o 0 13 0 0 0
13th CAB 0 0 6L 15¢ 0 2 C
{
(3) The battalion continues to experience a shortage in the following MO:'s, b
]
(a) 26M20 Air Borne Reder Rep:irmsn 4
(b) 45J20 aircrgft Armoment Repairmsn 3
(¢) 51i40 Fire-Fighter
(d) 67A1f UH-1 Helicojter Repairman
CONFIDENTIAL
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AVBN-.G CONFIDENTIAL e duvasbir 1968

SUbJuCT:  Operation 'l Report WfV13th!®ombat Avi~tion (Gurdian) battulion for
Period Enging 31 October 1968, RCS CSFO-65(R1) (U)

68B20 Aircr..ft Turbine Engine Rep.irman

68G20 Airframe Reprirman

71T20 M inten nce Data Speci:lists

76T20 ‘rcraft Rep:irmon Parts Speci:lists

76U20 Communications Electronics Reprirm-n Perts  Specl lists
7620 Petroleum Storige Speei lists

76Y40 Armorer/Unit Supply Speciclists

67NLO0 Maintensnce Supervisors

67:120 Technical Inspectors

R H- D 0R Y @

E

[e]

Kircraft Status as of 31 October 1963. See Incl 2,
f. Operational Results as of 31 October 1963. Sec Incl 3,
g. Opeiatiens. General. 4

(1) The 13th Com®:t sviction (Guardion) Battalion continue to provide aviation
assets for pre-planned airmobilce ass uits, troop repositioning and extr:ctions,
tactical And edministrative resunply, comm'nd li~ison, medical evacustion and direct
fire support by armed helicopters in support of the 7th, 9th and 2lst ARVN Infantry
Divisions -nd the L4th Specicl Zone. Suprort was also provided to Military Advisory
Group IV Corps, Special Forces and COnlS. The 13th Cub Operations Center continued
to function throughout the movement of the headouarters from C. n Tho to S.c Trang.
This w2s accomplished by installing the required communications equipment at Joc
Tr-ng while the Operations Center at Can Tho continued to contr .l the battalions
avi-tion asscts., At 2400 hours on 24 October 1%o. the trinsition wis made to the
new Battalion Operations Center at Soc Tring. The new BOC is located in the air-
field cormand bunker which is constructed of steel, cement and earth and ./ill
withstand a direct hit by the largest caliber weapon ever utilized by the enemy in
an attack on Soc Trang Airfield.

{2) Airmobile Operations. The b ttalion suprorted 172 airmobile operations
during the period. Two of the more signific nt operaticns were conducted on 15 and
31 August 1948.

(2) Intelligincc reports received on 14 hugust iadicated that two(2) VC
coipanies and o1 ammo cache were located along a canal 9-13 Kilometers northeast
of hach Soi. The 336th Ascault Helicopter Uompwany wis notified of the impending
overation on the evening of 14 August 1968. Flans were formulited, overlays werc
made nnd all suprorting elcments were notificd. Planned .irstrikes commenced
promptly at 0730 and contimued until 0900, Lz time. As the strikes progressed, a
heavy fire team conducted a vishal rcconnsiss:nce of the 1 nding zone 10 minutes
prior to LZ time. The troop tronsports dup.rted Rach Sei at 0845 and procecded to
-n Lz 15 kilomcters northe:st of Kach Soi. Three additionsl lifts were insert:=d in
this LZ., Four hundrcd more troops were then inserted into an LZ 90U meters NN of
the initicl LZ. The ground clements then proceeded southwest - long both sides of
the ¢ nel which was the alleged location of the cnemy. An additi.nzl ground elenent
had beun prepositioned aprroxim tely 9 kilomcters to the isouthwest of the maneuver
tlements in 4 blocking position. A light fire te:m reconning ahead of the maneuver
e¢lements srotted some tents and other ecuipment and also received sporadic smail
arms fire. The ground commander decided to insert a recon company to exploit this
sighting. The recon c mpany was repnsitioned twice morc during the conduct of this
opiration to bicck c¢seape routes as the encry attemopted to avoid the m jor mineuver
clements.  As the mancuver elemcnts proceeded toward their fin-1 objective they
uilcovered nunerous wea,ns, armo caches and other assorted equipment. 411 aviastion

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBN-G 17 Taw % @ s
SupJECT: Operational Report of 13th Comb. t Aviition (Guar@jan/ m bl e
Piriod Lncing 31 October 1963, KCH CEFGR-55(RL) (1)

arscts wefe released at 1945 hours.
Hesult of the operation wer: s follows:
Frt TENDLY EHELY

KIA

Captured

Boacs K-2 ammo
Mincs

Rds 75mm KR ammo
Rds 60mm Mort ammo
Rds B-40 rocket
tussi n Rifles
K-1

K-2

Bk

MG K-3

3 WiA

ool ol
WeEwmoonmn oo wmEEPDWwE

The success of this operation was enhanced tr the ground commanders cap-biiity
of rapidly redeploying his mobile rescrve for < through the employment of his
aviation assets.

(b) On 28 August 1968, 2 iRVN PUW's cscaped from a Viet Cong prison c. .n}
located approximatcly 10 kilomcters southwest of Vi Thanhs During the afteirnoon
of 30 August thc 121st Assault Helicopter Company wes assigned the mission of
conducting a raid on the camp in support of thc 21lst ARVN Divisiun, On the cvening
of 29 hAugust, 12 members of a Provincinl Keconnnissance Unit were ipsertcd 3200
m.tars south of the camp with the mission of infiltrating and 2cquainting tihemsulves
vith the lay out of the prison cam). so thit thcy would be able to assist in the
releasc :nd,/or defensc of the prisoners should the Vo attempt to trke their lives
before the ARVN's could move in the next morning and frec them., At U634 the neat
morning a heavy fire team conducted & hasty visual reconnaiss-nce of the L just
morents before the troop transports inserted 50 troops into the LZ. The troogs
immcdictely moved into the prison cmp and established a defensive perimcter. As
this wis being done a Vict Cong force was moving into an assault position 1u0u
meters north of the camw., As the VU adv-anced on the ¢ mp they encountered dovash-
i ing fire from the 12 PU's who had infiltectcd the previous night, The gunshirs
joined in the ~ttack on the VC ond they were repulsed., With this threat
«iiminnted the ARVN's had complcte control of the prisos canp and the cxtr:ction
was comylecte by 0930.

Ilesults of the operition werc as follows:
"RIENDLY - Forty-five ARVN PCW's wirc rclecased. Unfortunately, the eight
.&meric ns had been moved to another location on 29 sagust 1963.  There were no

fricndly casualties,

iy - 16 KBA 1 VC Susyect

L
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CONFIDENTIAL

LVAN-G ' 12 Neyenbe s 1964
SUBJ:CT  Operationel Report of 13th Combat Aviction (Grerdian, b ttelicn fors
Period Ending 31 October 1968, kCs CSFOa-55 (U

2 Rifles : ' Numerous Documents
Numerous Medical Supplies L Sampans Destroyed
O ~ Structurcs Destroyed Cam» Destroyed

This operation ilivstroted agoin the vers:tility of an cirmobile force in the

“conduct of & well plinned and agressivcly executed airmobile operation,

h. Traoining. The seven VNAF hclicopter pilots enrolled in the battalion
UH-1D transition training progrim complcted their training on 11 Octobe. 1963.
The VN+F sviators compiled over 800 hours of flying time as they particip-ted
in command and liaison, resuprly and combat assrult missions., The students were
presented their certificates of achicvement by the Commending General of the
lst Aviation Prigude ond thc Commanding Officer of the 74th VNAF Ving during -
graduation coremony held at Soc Trang Arry Airfield on 11 October 1968.

i, DMoraloe and Discipline

(1) The number of approved recommendations for awards received during this
pwried are shown by “type ond tetals awarded:

DFC 35 SM 1 DS"W" 15 AM'WY 96 ACM'V" 12 BS"SY 18 ACM 27 PH 9
AM 1560

(2) During this reporting period Lhe number of approved disciplinars
actions teken under UMCJ were:

OFFICER WARZANT OFF ICER ENLISTED MEN

Gorepral 0 g G
Srecinl 0 V] 3
el 0 2 0
Fono L5 Q > 3
e O y 36

) Tue 991lowing nunl.or of perzonicl were reoorted as casualties during
thig pericd,

Kia 5 1A 58

(L) Nubrr of rersonie] Lant took T R lecave to vrrious countrius is
d-nebod helow:s

£5 53 Bnk 35 Haw 95 R.K, 16 Mn 10 K.L. 8 Tai 21 Tok 34 VT 15
Pang 3 Sing 3 TOVAL [89.

J. S fety:

(1) Durifg the reporting period the B ttelion cxperienced eight (8)

CONFIDENTIAL
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VIE-G ) ;
ovbd CT: Operstion 1 terort of 1 5 Comuat wtion Cusd™ ) Ls ta
Period Indire 33 Coreoer L, Ll Lo0ul 05 Uy
reportable azci.eil: oy LorLe of 21,0 cecidonus e JOO sl iyl g lonrs,
This represenbs 2 d.co.wse of approzin t.iy tw.nty-soven jore nt mres u
orevious reporbing period.  Five of thes: acciderts resulted from 0 ht

englne faijur.s, tao firom loes ol anti-torcue copbroi, and one wis lrieat.a
te pilot wrror,

(7, The inciderce of in-flight ~ngine fzilures reflected a vl
increasc over the 1ast repertiny prriona, From 1 dugust through 3. tetol ¢
WUAS. units of che Fattollon e¢uricneed oo total of fourtcen in-flirit on, ine
izilures., One Jf thesc failures wac ttriwuted to forcigh orj-ct curnge, Lio
remcdnang thirteon failed for irtern.l reesors. Jf the thirte.n intomnl
failures, twelve were peoouisdl, upi es. The cwvernge cmount of hours flo n
{rorm time oI rebuild t.- time . “ailure o! these engines was ajjroxi .1,

327 hours,

N

K, histericar .uma1y: On .o Ocioler 1903 the Headeuerters ¢ oo -
ou~rters Detachment ¢ e 13th Combat aviation 5 tt~Jion bid a sad fure-
well £0 8 n Tho, Vo tozn ho o of Cic 3th C.F since & July 1963, The
Battalion wes ordercd to Soe Tr ng which is loec tud 41 miles souther st o Can
Tho, 'nu is the ho ¢ of two sister comp nice the 356th JHC and the 1.t 4ilC,
Movement orders rec.irved the Detichinont to be operation.l at Soc Troay et
L ter thin 1 Novenbor 1908, The Hhowdquerters Detachment completert the move
in Larce diys (24 - 26 Oct Go).  .osbh of the nrorerty und personnul wer.
irlifted by CH-47 Hclicoyi.rs. The move was clime...d by  road conv. of
the 2:g nic vehiclecs nd the remtining TO & E cruioment.,  Fersonnel at the
Devoenmint rgain demonsir ted their abidity tc poerform successful opertti us
cwetily ond professienall . upocial romnind ciens sre in order for U L
I ssc il achrson, “he batvelion ipter Maintenanc. Citien, snd . 11 the Moo,
tocl ruchrnics wac wurked Lo Ly hours - vy pron viag e Tt chnont
v.hiclus for the road corvey., i dust sar setol d, tone envireomm ut o
bevome faomiliar; -nd the nen of the 134 CAB »r.. roady to contince to "ot
The Joo Done™

-~

_ b)) Sectior 2. Lessrns Letracoue Coroander's Chservation, Bvelun ions and
Rovowarentaiinpe. ’
a, Personnel, None.

b. Operations

{1) Insufficient Rigging Equipment.

(&) Ohservatim. a&n dnonfiictmet qvnnhjf\ of vig-ing ecuspment
A ilanle bo supmat e i e b v cend et o Afhes e raoves La IV Gy

.ot leal Zine.

(i.) Svaluation: At tke P7, lack of sufficicnt 1ig ing ecuipment pre-
vents Sac supre tod u~it from pree-rigmiag their laids. Delays ace frecue tly

2 surrerted ani! to

cner o torad Lacance of the additionnl conulivan b Joirt

5
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBN-G 12 November 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 13th Combat Aviation (Guardian) Battalion for
Period Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65(R1) (u)

have sufficient work parties and transportation in the PZ to maintain a
constant supply of rig;ed loads. Ulen the PZ and LZ are only a s'ort distance
apart, the problem is magnif:ed due to the short turn-around flight time for
each aircraft. The lack of rigeing equipment causes the CH-47 to land and
remain in thc LZ for extended pericds of time while the load is de-rig, ed

and the rigging equipment is loaded on the aircraft for backhaul to the PZ,
Thus, the 1Z size requirement is necessarily larger to accomodate the CH-47

on tie ground as well as the other landing aircraft. When utilizing armed
escort, the problems cf the escort comrander are compounded due to the
excessive time, The CHF-47's arec in t'e LZ.

(¢) Recomrmendations: Recommend the supported artillery urit be required
to obtain and maintain sufficient and proper slings and straps for each
Artillery piece and nets for their basic ammo load., Recom-end this rigging
equipment Lecome a part of their section equipment and that sufficent extra
rigging equiprcnt be maintained at tie unit headquarters level to suppert any
normal requirement for additional arro resupply. Hecommend also that command
emrhasis at Corps level be piaced on the recuisitioning and maintenance of the
necessary rigging equipment,

(2) "Pig.y - Back" Loads,

(a) Observations: Seldom do ARVN arti. lery units utilize the “"pig y-
back" load, instead artillery pieces arc inserted with erews and then supplied
with ammo,

(b) Evaluation: The full capabilities of the CH-L7 are not realized
until the "pig.y-ba~k" load is utilized. The mos’. irportant advantage of this
type load is the canability of putting an artiliery piece, crew, and ammo into
a firing position at the sare time. Again, t-e proper rigeing equipment must
be on hand in order to prepare this tipe load for transport by CH-47. Fever
sorties will be required to move an artillery battery by utilizing the
"piggy-back" method, and at the same time, better utilization of the CH-47
will be realized,

(c) Recommendation: Recomiend the U.S. artillery advisors emphasize to
their counterparts, the need for and resultant increase in the efficiency of
an artillery move when utilizing the "piggy-back" method.

(d) Common frequency for maneuver elements in operational area.

(a) Observation: Ground units maneuvering in the sars operational area
do not always operate on or monitor a common FM frequency.

(b) Evaluation: When maneuver elements zre orerating on more than one
frecuency, gunships are not able to continuously monitor all the units in the

operational area. Most often this occurs when there are raneuver elements
present on the operation who have not besn airlifted, but have entered the

7
CONFIDENTIAL




; CONFIDENTIAL
1 AVBN-G 12 hoven s 4oL
LUBJEZCT:  Operational iteport ol LJth Combat Aviation (Guardian ‘btavivn for
Period Ending 31 Octover lu6 , RCS CSFOR-65(71) (U)

operational area by some otlier mede of transportation. Also the Airmoui

Task Force Commander is not able to costinuously monitor the rrosres: of toe
maneuver elements. TFrom the st-nm'ysint of placing accurate supprrting i -

on known or susypected enenmy jout cnn, the exoet location of 1. frienily v proe
raust be mown at all times, Tio voe f rore than one {re senc by the
naneuver elements crenten i 'awa o reduess the respo siveness of cant'ap
support,

R T NV T T TR I STy e WS L e

(¢) R:cormendation: The Alriooile Task Foree Commander should male

‘ every efrort to have ~nly one M Tromiener for the maneuver eclorents in o
b iiven eporatienal aren,
3
; LY Air traffie conpestion U ctapeficlds/virfields.
Y Observal®. i: Tre et ci, iTicant incrense .noair traflic
density nas ereited h-o Lovs cperit s con it ons on and around stagetie s/
zirfield:.
(b) Ifvaluaticn: To rediues rie - azard caused by the increasingly
congested rond.tions at stagefiold .+ Stwgefield Operations (30C) is
appedated oy the st w!ieh oo tve Aur hission Cor:uader ror e
tactichl operation,  The SO0 15 o enptals with extensive baerpgreond 1
Arlrrobile operations, (.o Tanction s e positively cottrol ol ar g
ve! wenlar traffic on ano avoad the sta,evield,  To accomy Lien this misayon
the SOC has contral ~f a1 Date “ipder oo tiae ment, {(minus) which 1o canlpped oo
two (2) 3, ton tehicles woicl Dowve Uk oand Floradio capavility.,  AlL hean-
cuarters controlli g ~wviaticn oo in the "Delta" are notified daily of tie
g stagefields w'ich will be nsed ax ot ping areas for tactical orerations.
Freone vies which ars ased to conteocr v bratftice at stoypefields whic 1o
ot have co trol owers  ave been oo inted lo all aviat ten unite,
Occeas odally, a.r@iTi; s bejmg M il -0 V8 = Istaping® @rfen Idr Loeldéa
! operatizasiare elased te e i L A e, TRy eoitiel MEeasurTe Lt
1 atove bave mar-odlvy redaecd tico norior oAf hazardeus cor itiems onoand around
gl gl e e
(¢} loeer caatierel b et e taipen oy Blnim b oaam b s 12
; Irerenrne L o sl @ thy hrmeed® o stagefueld @ ertit iaes o
E presented to offere oy oot rer their consideration,
{(5) i.rernii Com .inte. Goloctoom Criteria Observation:

(a) There has been a derinit neod te standardize the criteri-
tilized to Leleot o ocepnft comrangors ot the unit level.

(t) Evaluation: The following ¢ idance was published in tin tuttal,

tret el 507 Lo stamd rdize Lhg eriteria utilezed by the wails dr. sels » ang
toede cirersft comanders:
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CONFIDENTIAL -

AVBN-G 12 November 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Rerort of 13th Co bat Aviation (Guardian) Battalion for
Period of Tnding 31 Ocucber L106%, WCS CIFOR-65(R1) (11)

g / (1) Adminimum of 350 hours flving time in RVNM. (Secend tour personncl
] must have logged 100 hors during the 2nd tour.)

(2) A minirum of four (4) months in RVV
3 (3) Must be familior with geographical area,
(L) Must heve received a bortor orientation.

(5) Will be knowlecpcable in all :lirht following proccdures and
trchniques .

{61 Must te capable of perforr .y the duties of trail or lead
_ aircraft ef a fer-ation conducting a combat assault, (Not applicable to
E Asenulr Suppert Helizcopter Corranies ),

1 {7) Must have dewonstrated the ability to remain calm under the stress
3 of comba. cenditiors.

f (6) Inst be thoronghly familiar w.th aireraft capabilit.es and
3 liritations,

{9) Must be capavle of ricsenting a comprehensive operational briefing
to his crew, rzesengers ocnu/er aviators,

(C) Recommerdntion: T at other aviati~n headou:rters evaluate the
eriteria a8 Bebt forts i~ por=wRrl 5, (B).

c. Training. Nene
d. Intellipencc. lenz
e. Logistics. DNme
it Orgqgjz%gigb. None

g. Other. (Maintenance)

(1) Leaking mister brake cylinders after CH-47 aircraft are deploved
by aircraft carrier to RVN

(a) Observation: Many CF-47 units have had problems with leaking
master brake cylind.rs after troeir nirceaft were deployed to RVN by aircraft
carricrs.

(b) pvalintion: Normally, when the CH-47 is lifted onto the aircraft
has bren positioned avoard tle flight deck. o reouirements has been
»stablished to recset the varking trakes durinp the movement by ship to RVM.

9
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBN-G : 1200 cemior 1968
SUBJLCT: Operational Report of 13th Comb.. Avi tior ( ui rdizn) Batt:lion fer
Period Enmding 31 October 1968, RCS CSFR~65{il) (U)

During this move constant pressure on the master brake cylinder causes it te
begin lealdng., During deployment of the 271st ASHC by ship te RVN, the
aircraft cocoons were taken off the rear of the airer.t, the APU started,
parking brakes were then reset and the cocoons repl c<c” after the APU cooled
down., This procedure was followed énce each weck duriig ceployment and to
date no preblems hhve developed with leaking m~ster brak: cylinders.

(c) Recommendation: Reccmmend that CH-47 helicepters being deployed
to RVN or ¢ther areas by aircraft carrier be recuired to reset *lie parking
brakes at least once each seven days tao preclude future problems with the
master brake eylinders.

(2) High Rote of In-flight Engine Failure and Precrutionary landings
in UB-1 Aircraft,

(a) Observation: Thecre hos been a high rate of in~-flight engine
failures and precautionsry landings among UHe1lB, UR~1C and UH-1D helicopters
assigned te this battalion, ZXngine failures have been prticularly high
amang UH-1B and UH=1C aircraft using rebuilt T53-L1l and T53-L11B engines,

{ (r) Evaluatién: The UH-1B and UH~1C helicopters assigned te this

i battalion are all utilized as gunships flying in support of assault helicopter
swrerationsy The nature of their mission recuires that they fly at high gress
«ight, high air speed and continually execute maneuvers which plrce high

stress on both the aircraft and the engine, UH«lD helicopters assigned to the
battalion have a primory mission as assault helicepters, Their mission

recuires that they make formntion l-ndings into landing zones; often lncated

in rough and difficult teriain, Their depirture normally employes a

maximum power climb to altitude. Ingines and airframes of all aircralt are
continunlly subjected to stress approaching design limitatimensa In an attempt
to locate malfunctioning engines prier to in-flight failwre, this battalicn

has inltiated a program wherein pilots, prier to each flight, with the aircraft
at a twe foot hover, record engine torque, peréent N-1, exhaust gas tempcrature,
outside air temperature and gross welghts of the airdraft. At the end of e:ch
flight the crew chicf checks engine céast down time and monitors the engine for
unusuzl néise or excessivc smolkdng. In this manner, several malfunctioning en-
gines have keen locited ~nd either reprired or removed from service prior t¢ in-
flight failure. As an additional preé¢aution sgainst englne and airframe failures,
this Batt=lion has initiated a program wherein the companies are required to per-
form a 100% tcchnical inspectidn of each aircraft ot each second intermedi-te
inspectisn. This is in addition t» the normal requirements in the PMI, During
these inspections numerous minor discrepancies h ve been found and eorrected

1 which might etherwise have resulted in a precautionary landing, failures or

] mjor accidents with resultant loss of life or vital combat airvcraft.

10
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBN—GC mye Nery ombor JQCJB
SUBJECT: Operationul Report of 13th Cemort ‘viatinn ‘{roridoain o hixlion fer
Period Iniing 30 October 1968, RGC3 CSFOR-63(.11 (1

(¢) Recommendation: Kecommend that all helicepter cemprnies experienc—
ing a high rate of in-flight engine failures require pilots w» monitor and
record vital engine instrummt readings and that these rccordings be analyzed
on a daily basis, In addition, rccommend that all helic~pter units whose air-
craft are subjected to continued stress in the ~cormriistment »U their daily
mission, initiate a program of 100% technical i.sv.cilon of all aircraft at
the secend intermediate.

. 29 ,.) - . (I
7. / § //‘/74
All inclosures /( A -/4'..~f,;/' L /%« ,{;w e

3 Incl- w/d, Hq, DA ' hifnd ot RellkeN
Ii—Orgentrrbien—and-Stationing 110,04
2 —33th-CABAirepaftStatus Couminding
3—13th-CAB-Operationsl—Stotieties
DI-TRIBUTION

2 - CINCUSARPAC

3 - CG, USanV

2 - CG, 1st Aviation Brigade
4 .- CO, 2A4th Aviation Greup
8 - 5-3 Operatioml File

- -
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVON (12 Nev 68) 1s. 7!

SUFJTNT: Onerational Hesort of the 13t1 0o -. wviacion (Guardian)
Battalion for the P.riod endin: 5i Cctober 1968, RC3
CSFOR=65 (R1) (U)

DA, HC, 16LTH AVIATICN SROUP, APC 96215 30 lovembe r 1968
SEE DISTRIBUTICH

1. (1) The attached 13th CAF ORLL for the period ending 31 Ocloter
1968 has been evaluated b this headcuarters as recuired by USARV .
Reg 525-~15, :

2. (U) The authorized uniti strevzth for HHD, 13th CAE and authorized
civilian strength for 13th CAB are listed bLeloy:

a. MILITARY HHD, 12th CAE
22 2 85 109
Be GIumsiiw - - 13th 6

HHD 1lhth pHC  12lst AHC 175th fWC 37641 ANGC 27lst ASHC  TOTAL

2 5 18 5 15 2 L7

3. (C) Section 2, Lessons Learned: Cemmander's Observations, Fvaluations,
and Recommendations.

a., Insufficient Rigging Eouinment; Councur with the recommendation,
IV Corps advisors are attempting tc »rocure the reouirel rigring ecuip-
ment for the ARV units,

b. "Piggyv - Back" loads: 1.,3. Advisors and their countcrparts are
aware of "igmy - Back" load advaniages and disadvantages. This method
of transport is nol heing em>loyed due to the shortage of ripging equip-
ment. The recuired ecuipment is exyected to be availalble soon and this
method of rigging will be freouently employed.

c. Common {reauency for maneuver elements: Hon - Concur with the
recormendation, One FM frecuericy fer all sround maneuver units wonld
seriocusly restrict ground communders; in the control of itheir units. All
grocund elements on a common frequenc, with the gunsiips is nol desirable.
The present method of air ~ to - zround coordination for close fire
support is desirable and adecquate,

- CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGN (12 Nov 68) l1st Ind 30 Novemba 1968

SUBJECT: Operationai Report >f the 13th ‘ci’ t # “ziion (Guardian)
Battalion £ the Pariod endine 51 o o0 r 17A8, RCS
CSFOR--5 {RI) 1)

d. Air traffic cosgestion at stegefields/airfields: liethods
of controlling aircraft at tactical stagefields as centained in the
eveluation are submitted for consideration only. Specific measures
for stagefield air traffic control must be based on the tactical si-
tuation, availability of equipment and thc aveilabilit; of personnel,
Control frequencies for uncontrolled airfields are listed in the
Tactical Aerodrome Directory for Vietnam.

e. Aircraft Commander Selection Criteria Observation: The minimum
criteria for selection and designation of aircraft commanders as stated
in 1st Aviation Prigade Regulation “6-6, dated 1 November 1968, is con-
sidered adeouate by this hezdouarters.

f. Leaking master brake cvlinders on CH-L7 aircraft:

(1) The first sentence in the evaluation should read "The
parking trakes are set when CH-L7 aircraft are pusitioned on the carrier
flight deck, with no reouirement to reset the brakes during surface
movement "

(2) The recommendation to reset the helicopter parking brakes
weekly should e evnluateq to determine its merit.

g. High rate of inflight engine fail-re and precautionary landings
in UH-1 aircraft: The action stated in the evaluation and recommendation
has been successful for the 13th CAB., To alloir ample time for the per-
formance of scheduled maintenance, each aircraft is allocated a 2l hour
stand down maintenance period for the intermediate inspection. This stand
down period provides ample time for a thorough technical inspection ana
correction of deficiencies.,

L.(U)The 13th Combat Aviation Fattalion has accorplished all assigned
mlssions during this reporting period,

—%;iiél(, L;;L14 Chad_s
LEO C. FRYAM ~\
LTC, €%
Acting Commander

DISTRIBUTICN:

2 DA, ATTN: A"SFOR

1 0G, 1st Avn Bde, ATTN: AVBA-C
5 €0, 13th CAB '

2 83, 16L4th CAG
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBA-C (12 Nov 68) 2 Ind
SUBJECT: Operational heport of 13th Cumbat Aviation (Guardian) Battalion
for Period Ending 31 October 1968, 1C3 CSFCR-65 (k1) (U)

DA, KEADQUARTERS, 15T AVIATION BRIGADL, APO 96384 L3 BER K
1HtU: Commanding General, United St-tes Armmy Vietnam, ATIN: AVHGC-DST,
APO 96375
Commander-in-Chief, United utates Army Pacific, ATTN: GPCF-CT,
APO 96558

T0: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Dewvelopment, Department of the
Amy, Washington, D.C., 20310

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed this report, considers it to be
adequate, and concurs with the contents as indorsed,

2, (C) The fallowing additional comments are considered pertinent:

a, Paragraph 2b(1l), page 6. In accordance with paragraph 1-3, a,
™ 55-450-11, the transported unit is responsible to furnish slings, strars,
cord, clevises, pauding, tape, etc., used in rigging the equiprent to be
transported, USAV G-4 has established a liberal BCI for sling equiprent
authorized to ne on hand at the supported unit lev:l. This ECUI will be
published as a 725 series USAIV Regulation in the near future.

b, Paragraph 2g(2), page 9. This headquarters submitted a letter to
USAV on 16 Nov 68 expressing concern in this area., GCorrect statistics
show that fifty seven rebuilt engincs were lost during the faur month
period, July - Octcber., The average time per engine was 374.02 hours.

It was recomended that this matter be pwsued to cetermine the overall
impact of ALAIMAC rebuilt cngines within USARV. It is not considered
essential to perfom a 100% technical inspection during the sccond inter-
iediate, Normal inspections, conducted as 1equired, are considered
adequate to cetect minor wiscrepancies.

to V2

+.a>. PETERSON
ILT, AuC
ASST A QEN

IO THE COLIANDER:

14
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AVHGC-DST (12 Nov 68) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 13th Combat Aviatiorn (Guardiarn) lattalion
for Period Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOh-65(i.1) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 |+

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GFOR-LT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational ileport-Lessons lecarned
for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1568 from Headquarters, 13th
Combat Aviation Battalion.

2, Comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning air traffic congestion at stapefielus/
airfields, page 8, paragraph 2b(4). Concur. This headyuarters has
recently required subordinate commands to i ake a specific officer rc-
sponsible for each airfield used by US Army Forces, NAGV Dircctive Y5--
requires that an airfield commander/coordinator be appointed for forwarc
airstrips.

b. Reference item concerning leaking master bLirake cylinders afler
CH-47 aircraft are deployed by carrier to VN, page 9, parapraph 2g(1).
Concur, In view of the success of procedures used by the 271st ASHC,
concur with the recommendation, however, shipboard safety must be con-
sidered.

c. Reference item concerning high rate of inflight engine failure
and precautionary landings in UH-1 aircraft, page 10, paragraph 2g(2) und
2d Indorsement, paragraph 2b. Concur. It is the unit maintenance officer's
prerogative to increase the frequency of inspections to fit hazardous oper-
ating conditions. AVSCOM has been made aware of this problem.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

/14/’,4:367

W. C. ARNTZ

CPT, AGC

Assistant Adjutant)GeneryT
Cy furn:
HQ 1st Avn Bde
HQ 13th CAB
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GPOP-DT (12 Nov 68) 4th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 13th Cbt Avn (CGuardian) Bn for

Period Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)
HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 g AN jare

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
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