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1.  IntroHiie^on 

This Operational Report Lessons Learned covers the period 1 May 1968 through 
31 July 1968. The 173d Airborne Brigade has continued to conduct operations aimed 
at locating and destroying Viet Cong and North Vietnamese forces and installations. 
As I Field Force's reserve, the Brigade remained ready to meet any required nissicc, 
and continued operations in the Brigade's TAOR (Tactical Area of Responsibility). 
Its civic action program continued to play a key role In the Brigade's countering 
surgency efforts. 

To best accomplish Its mission, the 173d Airborne Brigade conducted four 
major operations during the reporting period. Operation Boiling II. which commenced 
17 September 1967, continues to be conducted in Phu Ten Province by the 4th Battal- 
ion, 503d Infantry and D Company 16th Armor* Operation Hal&ai» Including the de- 
fense of Camp Radcliff at An Khe and the surrounding AD, is being conducted by the 
Ist Battalion, 503d Infantry. Operation Cochlse. involving the 2d Battalion, 503d 
Infantry and the 3d Battalion, 503d Infantry (prior to its involvement in Operation 
M?c? ftln as an  element of Task Fores South, as of 18 June 1968). Operation Cochise 
continues to center in the Bong Son plains area. 

The 173d Airborne Brigade continued to be under the leadership of Brigadier 
General Richard J. Allen, who assumed command of the unit on 20 March 1968. 

A native of Atlanta, Georgia, General Allen Joined the Amy as an enlisted 
man in 1940 and rose in rank to First Sergeant. After attending and graduating 
from Infantry OCS in 1942, he served as an officer with the 101st Airborne Divi- 
sion during World War 11 and participated in the invasion of Normandy, the invasion 
of Holland, and the battle of Bastogne. 

General Allen's last assignment was as assistant division commander of the 
101st Airborne Division. His decorations include the Silver Star, Legion of Merit, 
Bronze Star, Combat Infantryman's Badge, Distinguished Unit Citation with one oak 
leaf cluster, Amy Commendation Medal, and Croix de Guerre with Bronze Star (France). 

He is a graduate of Georgia Military Acadeqy, the University of Maryland, 
Infantry OCS, Parachute School, Armor Advanced Course, the Connand and General Staff 
College, the Armed Forces Staff College, and the Air War College. 

In June 1968, The Society of Military Engineers presented the Itschner Award, 
its annual award to the "Best Engineer Company" in the united States Amy, to the 
officers and men of the 173d Engineer*^ Company, 173d Airborne Brigade. 

The award was presented at LZ fiiglish by Brigadier General William T. Bradley, 
commander of the Engineer Construction Agency, Vietnam. General Bradley stated that 
the Enginser Company, "in winning the Itschner Plaque, has exceeded the records of 
over 200 engineer companies here In Vietnam, and a comparable number of cosnanies 
throughout the world." 

The bronze Itschner Plaque is named for Lieutenant General Bnerson C. Itsch- 
ner, former Any Chief of Engineers and past president of the society. 

On 25 June 1968, the 173d Airborne Brigade celebrated its fifth anniversary. 
Organized from the 2d Airborne Battle Group, 503d Infantry, and activated on 25 
June 1963 on Okinawa as a quick-strike guerrilla-warfare reaction force, the past 
five years have been filled vl*h Impressive victories. The Sky Soldiers have trained 
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deployed into oonbat and jumped into combat. In doing so, the Sky Soldiers have 
compiled a proud record of FIRSTS in time, place and aoeomplislments that can be 
held by all with pride. 

While on Okinawa, the 173d underwent extensive airborne, guerrilla and 
jungle warfare training, and trareled throughout the Asian theatre on training mis- 
sions prior to deploying to the Republic of South Vietnam., It was during this 
period of training that the paratroopers received the nickname "Sky Soldiers", from 
the admiring Nationalist Chinese Arny and the population of Taiwan. 

On 5 May 1965, 0-130*8 carried the Brigade from Okinawa to Bien Hoa, Re- 
public of South Vietnam. They were the first American Arny combat troops to be 
committed to the strife-ridden country. 

Shortly after arriving, the paratroopers became the first American unit to 
fight in War Zone D, and several operations later, the first to move into the Iron 
Triangle. On February 22, 1967, the Brigade achieved still another "first" as the 
first to make an American combat parachute assault since the Korean War. Spear- 
heading Operation Junction City, the Brigade accounted for 266 enemy killed and the 
destruction of a most vital enemy propaganda office. 

However, it was In November of 1967 that many feel the Brigade had its fin- 
est hours. Near Dak To, In Vietnam's Central Highlands, the Sky Soldiers made re- 
peated heavy contacts with large NVA forces in a bitterly contested, twenty day 
period. On Thanksgiving Day, 1967, the paratroopers swarmed to the crest and ousted 
the last NVA defenders on a remote hill designated 875, in one of the most brutal 
actions of the Vietnamese conflict. The battle was that of Oak To. 

Four Sky Soldiers from the 173d Airborne Brigade have received the Medal 
of Honor in Vietnam, an outstanding record for a single brigade, a small fraction 
of the military strength in the Republic of South Vietnam. 
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2.   Qrgnnlmtilnn 

During the past quarter the major organizational changes In the Brigade 
have bean the continued reorganization of the Brigade*a Infantry Battalions under 
rOB/^ffOE V-lVST and the formation of Battery D, 3d Battalion, 319th Artillery, ua- 
dar MTOE 6-2170. 

USARPAC 00 122, dated 15 February 1968, authorized activation and organi- 
zation of the 173d Airborne Brigade's Infantry Battalions under TOE/MTOE 7-175T. 
The date for re-organization actions was left to the discretion of commanders con- 
cerned based upon the availability of personnel and equipment resources. 

The ire-organization was accomplished in two phases; Phase I commenced on 
2 April 1968. 

1. Phase I: Company D (Provisional) In each infantry battalion was 
in-activated by Brigade General Order on 2 April 1968 and Company D established 
under TOE/MTOE 7-175T. All personnel assigned to Company D (Provisional) were 
reassigned to Company D from Headquarters Company by proper morning report entries. 
Subsequently, property and equipment accountability were transferred from Head- 
quarters Company to Company D and requisitions were submitted for equipment short- 
ages. As replacements became available, the Adjutant General assigned personnel 
to «ach respective company until authorized strength levels were reached. 

2. Phase II: Phase II consisted of the organization of Company B la 
each infantry battalion on 1 May 1968. On 15 May the Heavy Mortar Platoon waa 
transferred from Headquarters Company to Company E. The cadre for the reconnais- 
sance platoon was constituted on i June 1968; thereafter, replacements are assigned 
to the platoons as they become available. By 1 August 1968, all re-organization 
authorized under TOE/MTOE 7-175T had been oompl«tad. 

Battery D, 3d Battalion, 319th Artillery, was activated and organised on 
10 May 1968 by authority of riQ, USARPAC GO if 229 under MTOE 6-«17G. Equipment re- 
quired and not available was requisitioned through normal supply channels. Person- 
nel required by the formation of Battery D war« assigned from locally available re- 
sources, with nex personnel assigned as they became available through replacement 
sources. By 1 Jam» 1968, re-organisation as authorized had bean completed. 
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3.      Tnttil Hannos 

a» The enengr situations before and during each operation conducted by the 
Brigade during this period are broken down aa follows: Operation fiBg^BB/P"' Sin>it 
Operation RolUny/nun Hn«  and Qparatlon Walkiir. 

(l) Operation COCMAB 

(a)  Enwnv Situatlcm: 

J. Dtapaaltlopt The 173d Airborne Brigade relieved the 3d 
Brigade 4th Infantry Division and assumed operations in AO Cnnhl aw on 30 March 
1968. Since the end of January 1968, the Bong Son area of operations had been 
the site of increased eneny activity, the eneny not fully controlling this area due 
to the presence of friendly troops and successful efforts of the government's rev- 
olutionary development program. Intelligence has reported the following units 
within the Bong Son area or close enough to have Influence within the Coehi «• area 
of onerations. 

A. HQ & support units NT3 NVA Division 

]2« 2d VC Regiment 

c. 93d Bn/2d VC Regiment 

£. 95th Bn/2d EC Regiment 

fi, 97tn Bn/2i VC Regiment 

£. 19th NVA Regiment 

g. 7th Bn/'löth NVA Regiment 

h. 8th Bn/''8th NVA Regiment 

i. 9th Bn/18-.h NVA Regiment 

1. 22d NVA Regiment 

k, 7th Bn/22:1 NVA Regiment 

1. 8th Bn/22d NVA Regiment- 

nj. 9th Bn/22a NVA Regiment 

&. täth Sapp-tr Bn 

o. XCIl MF Bn 

fi. 300th Sapoer Bn 

2. 

During May, the 22d NVA Regiment and the 2d VC Regiment continued coordinated 
operations in Hoi An and Phu My Districts. Movement of the 18th NVA Regiment from 
Pfau Cat to Phu My District was reported, but not confirmed. Increased trail acti- 
vity and numerous sightings of small enemy units in the northern An Lao Valley 
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Indicated the possible presence of a new uneny unit. This unit is possibly ons 
battalion of the ZOIst NVA Regimsnt which has been In contact with forces of the 
Anerlcal Division In southern Quan Ngal Pi-ovlnce. 

In the month of June, the reported move of the headquarters» 3d NVA DlTislon 
and elements at the 2d VC Regiment and the 22d NVA Regiment to sn area north of AO 
Cochise on the Kontum/Quang Ngai border was confirmed. The 18th NVA Regiment was 
involved in heavy contact with Capitol Division (ROK) forces In the Phu Cat Moun- 
tains In late June. The XC II VC Battalion conflmed operations in AO Cochise, 
working generally out of the Nul Sul Ham (Tiger) Mountains and the Bong Son coastal 
plains. 

During July, the major NVA elements normally facing the Brigade in AO Cochise. 
the 3d NVA Division, the 2d VC Regiment and 22d NVA Regiment, remained out of out 
AO in southwestern Quang Ngai Province. The 18th NVA Regiment remained out of con- 
tact after heavy contact with ROK forces in Jims. It is probably reorganising and 
re-equipping at this time. Although NVA Units in the AO were generally inactive, 
there was increased activity on the nart of VC units, with a notable increase in 
sniper incidents along rcda. The XC II MF Bn continued operations in the area to 
the north of the Nul Sui Ham (Tiger) Mountains. 

A. The eneqy continues to be vulnerable to sustained 
friendly operations, attempting to evade and avoid contact until such time as they 
feel an insured victory over allied forces can be had, then striking« 

£. The eneray continues to be vulnerable to air end 
artillery retaliation, aeriel observation and photography, intermittent artillery 
firings, APD and Red Haze readings. 

G. The enemy continues to be prone to hunger end per- 
sonal illness through sustained living in the jungle environment. 

d. Psychological warfare will no doubt continue to 
have effect on eneny morale and effectiveness, especially due to successful allied 
opemtions in early and middle May. 

AMUUHiti 

£,. ThA eneqy continues to carry out small-scale attacks, 
gaining for him a certain degree of success, allowing him to cause friendly casual- 
ties at a minimum risk to his forces. He can be expected to continue such operations. 

}2. The enemy can be expected to continue his interdic- 
tion of lines of communication, mining of primary and secondary routes of connuni- 
catlons, sabotage opeiations against pipelines and small-scale attacks against 
Isolated outposts. 

c. The enemy can be expected to use extensively with 
increased emphasis sapper units. This quarter showed a marked increase in such 
activities. Sappers enjoy an elite status among VC/NVA units, specialising in 
spearheading Infantry operations, in explosives and demolitions, land and water 
mine warfare, assaslnation, terrorism, kidnapping, sabotage and bridge destruc- 
tion. Their primary mission is to precede enenor infantry in attack, breaching 
barbed wire and other obstacles impeding the infantry's advance. < 

.4* The enemy can be expected to continue to employ 

5 
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mortars and recolUess rifles against aircraft, both of the fixed and rotar variety, 
as this type of attack involves little risk to his forces, and. If successful, can 
cause considerable damage and cause aircraft to be inoperable for varying periods. 

fc. Reports continue on the possibilities of the enemy 
launching full-scale attacks against convoy operations. Isolated outposts or pos- 
sibly Bong Son/LZ English Itself. 

f. Likely targets for napper unit activities, company 
and battalion size attacks are Phy fy District Headquarters, ARVN installations. 
Bong Son bridge, LZ English. 

g. Ah increase in VC/NVA rice-gathering units and VC/KVA 
tax collectors into Phy Tuy, Phu Cat and Tuy Hoa Districts can be expected after 
harvest. 

h.    Propaganda lectures, involuntary drafting and kid- 
napping of fighting-age civilians, laborers and specialists (doctors and nurses), 
continued infiltration and harrassing activities, making füll use of sapper-type 
units, at« expected to continue in AO Cochlse» 

X,,    Combat Efficiency!:    Successful combat operations con- 
ducted during the month of May, which were based on combat intelligence, rendered 
hardships on existing VC/NVA units (see Enemy Order of Battle and Decisions and 
Plans Adapted with Reasons Based on Enany Situations), caused enemy units to remain 
out of further major contacts with allied units for the remainder of May and the 
months of June and July.    It is believed that replacements, with supplies, are 
coming into Binh Dlnh Provinces, and that, once up to combat strength and possessing 
supplies and equ^prapnt necessary^ the arz-jmy will commit himself to large-scale at- 
tacks 

(b;   aiaai^qeflt. Jntiatti 

Results: Unk. 

.1. May: 

Ä. Oil !05 BR773748 A/3/503 engaged 2 NVA w/SA fire. 

]?. 010120 BR965899 LRRP Tm "0" received 3 incoming gre- 
nades. IfcNuttl 1 US KHA, 4 US WMA, er. w^r unk. 

o. 021330 BM65750 2d Pit D/2/50? made contact with 
3 NVA. Results: 1 US WHA, 1 NVA KIA. 

jl. 02ViZ'\  CRü-13808 C/l/50 engaged 2 NVA with SA fire. 
Results: ^ NVA Itlä  (BCM. 

e. 021657 CR0138O8 C/l/50 engaged 1 NVA. Results: 
1 NVA KIA (BC). 

£, 021100 BIf902859 Convoy received SA and AW fire from 
west of road. Results: Neg casualties, enemy unk. 

£. 030954 BFi93104.5 B/2/503 engaged 5-7 VC and received 
heavy resistance from BR932048. Results: 3 US WHA, 2 VC/NVA (BC), 2 VC WIA (CIA). 

fe. 031355 BS920050 B/2/503 engaged 4-5 VC. Results: 
1 BC KIA (BV). 

6 
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1. 031550 CR007793 C/l/50 engaged 3 VC. Results i 3 
VC KIA, 

i. 041800 BR739747 C/3/503 a platoon slse stay behind 
ambushed and engaged 7 VC. Results: Negative friendly casualties, 1 VC KIA (BO), 

it. 050445 BS910051 & BS913048 B/2/503 ambushes engaged 
25-30 VC with SA and AW fire. Results: 8 US WIA, 13 VC KIA (BC), 

1. 050806 BS932059 A/2/503 engaged 1 VC. Results: 1 
VC KIA (BC). 

S. 050845 BS945050 aircraft spotted 5 boats with wounded 
VC aboard, engaged. Results: U VC KIA (BC). 

B. 051010 BS930073 A/2/503 engaged unk siae force. 
Results: 5 VC KIA (BC). 

2. 051150 BR9110U B/2/503 engaged 1 VC. Results: 1 
VC KIA. 

B. 051350 BR 743749 C/3/503 engaged 2 NVA. Results: 
1 NVA KIA (BC). 

a. 050315 LZ Ollie C/l/50 received small ground attack. 
Results: Negative friendly casualties, enemy unk. 

I. 051146 BR912799 A/l/50 made heavy contact with an 
estimated 2 NVA Bn';?. 0/150 and BA/69 reinforced as of 052000. Results: 6 US 
KHA, 9 US MIA, 50 US WHA, 100 NVA KIA (Poss), 5 M113 destroyed, 1UH-1C destroyed. 

1. 061049 BR890825 B/2/503  (OPCON to 3/503) made contact 
with an unk size force. Results: 2 US KHA, 18 US WHA, 10 NVA KIA (BC). 

1. 061451 BR909818 B/3/503 made contact with an esti- 
mated NVA platoon. Results: 1 US KHA, 4 US WHA, 4 NVA KIA. 

a« 060740 BR925806 B/l /50 sweep of contact area. Re- 
sults: 18 NVA KIA (BC). 

2* 071100 BR846Ö85 LRRP Tm nR" made contact with an 
estlmatad VC platoon. Results: 2 US KHA, 2 US WHA. 

*. 081452 BR877797 A/2/503 platoon engaged 3 VC. Re- 
suits: 1 VC KIA (BC). 

2. 091005 BR903793 B/3/503 engaged 3 NVA. Results: 
1 NVA KIA (BC). 

2. 101145 BR902783 B/3/503 made contact with an esti- 
mated VC/NVA platoon. Results: 2 US KHA, 4 US WHA, 10 NVA KIA (BC). 

a« 111344 BR874V35 C/l/50 made contact with an esti- 
mated NVA Bn. Results: 3 US KIA, 33 US WIA, 60 NVA KHA. 

A* 111100 BR865932 84th Engineer convoy received fire 
from west of road. Results: Negative casualties. 
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B. 121220 BR862738 C/2/503 engaged 6 VC/KVA. Results: 
1 VCAVAKIA (BC). 

C. 130352 BR868752 D/3/503 engaged 3 VC/KVA. Results: 
Negative friendly casualties, 1 VC KIA. 

D. 201200 BR878840 D/2/503 engaged 3 VC. Results: 2 
VC KIA (BC). 

£. 221640 BR847887 B/2/503 made contact with an esti- 
mated 6 VC. Results: 2 US WHA, unk enemy casualties. 

£. 230255 BR852868 0/3/503 received 30 rounds torn and 
82inm. Results: 1 US KHA, 6 US WHA. 

G. 231515 BR947953 LRRP Tm "B" made contact with and 
estimated 2 NVA squads. Results: Unk. 

H. 2^1210 BR823917 E/17 received heavy AK-47 fire from 
both sides of the road. Results: 1 US KHA, enemy unk. 

I. 251110 BR883720 C/l/fQ made contact with an esti- 
mated company. 2 US KHA, 18 US WHA, 33 NVA KIA (BC). 

J. 310508 BS925054. B/2/303 ambush made contact with 
an estimated 16 VC. Results: 7 US WHA, 2 VC KIA (EC). 

£. June: 

Ä.    010020 BS932036 A/2/503 received SA fire and five 
60ram mortar rounds from the northwest.    Results:    1 US WHA. 

i.    010094 BS932027 A/2/503 engaged 6 VC/foVA wearing 
khaki uniforms.    Results:    1 VC/NVA KHA and one M-i CIA. 

£.    011400 BS909039 D/2/503 engaged one individual with 
3A fire.    Resultn:    1 VC/foVA KHA (BC) 

i.    011920 BS855168 D/3/503 made contact with an esti- 
mated VC platoon, received SA AW and 60MM mortar fire.    Results:    Unk. 

fi.    021945 BS863140 D/3/503 received SA and »-79 rounds 
from the northeast.    Rosults:    1 US KIA. 

X.    031545 BR954855 recon element from 1/50 made contact 
with an unk size force.    Arty called with unk results. 

£.    051630 BS879131 A/2/503 made contact with an esti- 
mated company size element.    Arty called.   Negative US casualties, enemy unk. 

h.    060235 BS859010 Recon element from E/2/503 ambush 
engaged an unk size force with SA.    Results:    3 VC/NVA KIA (BC). 

i.    0708/5 BR795698 E/l7 Cav made contact with an unk 
size force.    They received SA, AW and mortar fire (type unk), from the east.    Fire 
was returned with 31 andM-79 rounds.    Arty was called.    Results:    1 US KHA, 1 US WHA. 

CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDEK'TIAL 

AVBE-SC/MHD 1$ August 1968 
SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned 

i. 070910 BB797960 E/i7 Cav engaged 7 armed VC/ftU 
with SA, AW and arty fire. Alrstrlkes were called In. A search of the area re» 
vealed many blood trails leading to the southwest. There were negative US casual- 
ties and unk eneay results, 

i. 090910 BR805911 A/2/503 receired heavy SA fire from 
an estimated VC squad. Resultat 2 US WHA, 

1. 101810 BR778930 C/2/503 engaged 2 NVA with SA and 
M-79 fire. Resultat 1 NVA VIA (CIA) and one AK-47 CIA. 

3. 111315 BR736962 LRRP Tm "B" made contact with 4 
VC/NVA. Results: 1 VC/NVA KIA, 1 rucksack CIA. 

A. 121657 BR786909 V2/503 made contact with 4 VC/NVA. 
Resultst 3 US WHA, 1 VC/NVA KIA (BC), 

A. 131127 BR794970 0/2/503 had 4 US KIA and 12 WHA 
from 2 oomand detonated claymore mldes while clearing a LZ. 

B. 161914 BB998802 C/i/69 made contact with an esti- 
mated VC/NVA platoon, enemy employed SA, AV and 82nm mortars. Negative results. 

A. 220005 CR003812 B/l/50 engaged one individual with 
mortar fire. Results: 1 VC/NVA KIA (BC). 

X. 231915 BS725083 C/2/503 engaged 2 VC/NVA with SA. 
Resultst 1 VC/NVA KIA (BC), one AK-47 CIA. 

s. 240355 BS862010 Reoon element from 2/503 ambush 
engaged 6 individuals with claymores and SA. Results: 4 VC/NVA KIA (BC). 

t. 250545 BR982792 A/l/50 engaged 3 VC/NVA with SA fire. 
Results: 1 VC/NVA KIA (BC). 

1,    July: 

A. 011128 BS726174 B/2/503 received SA fire and engaged 
the enemy with arty, SA, AW and gunships with unk results. Negative US oasualtibs. 

£. 020005 BS730106 A/2/503 received 6 rifle grenades 
and retu.ned fire with M-79 rounds and arty with undetermined results. Negative 
US casualties. 

c. 020850 BS880015 Perimeter defense received SA fire 
from 4 individuals on the west side of LZ English. Fire was returned with SA and 
dusters. The enemy fled north to a hill vie BS892024. Gunships pursued with unk 
results, 

j}. 020910 BR776676 LRRP Tm "E" made contact with 3 In- 
dividuals aimed with HO's. The enemy threw hand grenades and the team returned 
fire with SA, AW, HQ's end 1 claymore mine. Results: 1 VC/NVA KIA and 1 rucksack 
CIA. 

e. 021015 BK776677 LRRP Tm "E" made contact with an 
estimated 4 individuals aimed with SA, The teem employed SA, AW, and HQ's, Re- 
sults: 1 VC/NVA KIA (BC) 
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£. 021120 BR242^93 B/l/69 engaged an unk size eneny 
force firing on pump station #3. The station received SA fire and 15 rounds tonn 
mortar from the south. Results: 2 VC/NVA KIA (BC). 

g. 0409H LZ English perimeter defense reported bunkers 
31, 32, 33 and 36 received 6 to 8 rounds of AW fire. Fire was returned with SA and 
e. patrol was sent to search the area with negative results. 

h. 042200 LZ English perimeter defense reported bunkers 
>1| 32, 33 and 34 received SA fire. Fire was returned with unk results. 

1. 041220 BR894718 elements of 1/69 observed 2 individ- 
uals in a hedgerow with weapons. The Individuals fled and were pursued. Results: 
1 BC PW and 1 M-1 rifle CIA. 

1. 051945 LZ English perimeter defense reported bunker 
31 was receiving approximately 100 to 15n rounds of AW. Fire was returned with SA 
and M-79 with unk results. 

Ji. 051300 BH918858 ^1/69 received fire from SA and AW's. 
Arty was fired on the suspected enemy locations and the area searched with negative 
results. 

1. 050955 BR284453 B/l/69 received light SA fire. Fire 
was returned with unk results. 

m. 070815 BS883055 Recon element from 2/503 received 
approximately 150 rounds of SA fire from 2 individuals 5000 meters north of their 
Dosltlon. SA fire was returned and the area was checked out with negative results. 

£. 071730 BS727224 A/2/503 received SA fire and rifle 
grenades (type unk) resulting in 1 US WHA. Fire was returned with SA, AW, and by 
gunshlps with unk results. Individual WHA did not require dust off. 

fi. 070745 BR829719 C/l/69 supported a CSF contact with 
unk size enemy force with unk results. 

a. 080615 BR897725 elements of 1/69 engaged 3 VC/NVA 
with SA fire. Results: 2 VC/NVA KIA (BC) and 1 VC/NVA WIA, one M-1 carbine and 
5 lbs of documents CIA. 

a. 081345 BR877842 LRRP Tm "G" sighted 9 individuals 
with weapons moving east. Gunshlps were employed. Results: 3 VC/NVA KIA (Poss), 

X. 110002 DR891992 A/2/503 received SA fire and HG's 
resulting In 6 US WHA and 1 US KHA. Fire was returned with SA and arty with unk 
casualties. 

f, 111048 BS711179 C/2/503 received AW fire from an 
unk size force. Fire was returned with SA and arty. The area was searched with 
negative results. 

i. 111517 BH904997 A/2/503 received 10 rounds of SA 
from BR905003. Fire was returned with SA and arty with negative results. 

u. 112000 LZ English perimeter defense reported bunker 
33 received light SA fire from approximately 150 meters to their front. Fire was 
returned with SA and illumination was fired w*th negative results. 
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v. 120621 BR900982 A/2/503 observed a house on fire and 
heard several SA rounds explode. Unit moved In to investigate and received SA fire 
resulting in 1 US WHA. Unit returned 3A fire and called arty on the enemy location 
with unk results. 

a. 121550 BH904035 A/2/503 received 5 rounds of SA. 
Fire WAS returned with SA with negative results. 

2. 121615 BS870157 B/2/503 received AW fire from an 
estimated individuals, fire ws.s returned with SA and the area was searched with 
negative results. 

2. 121700 BH937868 A/l/ 50 in contact with unk size 
enemy force resulting in 2 US WHA. Dustoff was called and received fire from 
BR932849 resulting in the pilot receiving 1 hit in the foot. There was negative 
damage to the aircraft. 

i. 121800 BH935876 A/l/50 received M-79 fire and engaged 
the enemy with 81 mm mortar fire with unk results. 

A* 121550 BR806624 LRRP Tm "E" made contact with 7 
NVA resulting in 1 VC/NVA KIA (BC). The contact broke and NVA fled in several 
directions. The NVA were dressed in ten khaki uniforms, pith helmets, and carried 
rucksacks, LBE and AK-^'s. 

B. 121750 BR811692 LRRP Tm "D" was in contact with an 
estimated 15 VC/NVA and employed "A fire, 1 claymore and 15 M-26 HG's. The enemy 
used AK-47 and AK-50 fire and 2 HG's. Gunshlps were called and a reactionary force 
oonmtted tx> support the contact. Results: 1 US WHA, U VC/NVA KIA (BC), 6 VC/NVA 
KIA (Poss), and 1 AK-47, 10 lbs miscellaneous equipment and ■£■ lb of documents CIA. 

C. 120755 BR 273463 Vl/69 received SA fire from an unk 
size force. Fire was returned with SA with negative results. 

D. 132016 BR920720 Scout element 1/50 engaged 5 VC in 
a rice field with SA fire. Results: 1 VC KIA (Poss). 

E. 131540 BR844826 element of E/17 was inserted for 
BDA. The element engaged l"vC/NVA with SA resulting in 1 VC/NVA KIA (BC) and 
■^ lbs documents CIA. 

F. 14U32 BS862224 B/2/503 received 5 rounds SA fire 
from the south. Fire was returned with SA and the area searched with negative re- 
sults. 

G. 142035 LZ English perimeter defense reported bunkers 
1, 2, 3 received SA fire from the south. Fire was returned with SA and M-60 MG's 
with unknown results. 

2, 142130 LZ English perimeter defense reported bunkers 
1 and 5 received SA fire and M-79 rounds. Searchlights revealed 1 individual approx- 
imately 100 meters to the front of the perimeter. SA and M-60 MG fire was employed 
with negative results. 

I. 141918 BR911864 B/l/^ oba«irved 5 VC installing a 
mine and engaged them with SA fire. Individual fled and t pproximately 20 VC ap- 
peared and returned fire with SA and AW. The tanks rctuzred fire and the contact 
broke at 1925 hours with unk enemy results. 
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2. 142200 LZ English perimeter defense reported bunker 
3 received H-79 rounds and SA fire resulting In 1 US KHA. Fire was returned with 
negative results. 

£. 150841 BS865158 B/2/503 received SA fire and H-79 
rounds resulting in 2 US WHA. Fire was returned with SA, AS and arty fire. The 
area was searched with negative result«. 

it.    151610 BS7O5200 C/2/503 received light SA fire from 
the west vicinity BR695208. Fire was returned with SA and the area searched with 
negative results. 

M. 151700 BS858155 B/2/503 received SA and M-79 fire 
resulting in 1 US WHA. Fire was returned with SA fire and area searched with 
negative results. 

N. 150911 BH955843 A/l/90 "celved light SA fire from 
an estimated 4 individuals. Fire was returned with SA and AW fire and the eneny 
fled southwest. The area was searched with negative results. 

0. 151920 BS862016 E/17 reported an ambush element 
moving into position received approximately 15 rounds SA fire and 1 M-79 round. 
Fire was returned with SA,- AW and arty with unk results. 

£. 170945 BS722212 B/2/503 received light SA fire from 
1 Individual. Fire was returned with SA and arty fire with negative results. 

A. 171145 BR795983 M3F Co 201 engaged 1 VC/KVA squad 
with SA fire resulting in 2 VC/NVA KIA (BC) and 2 carbonea (US) CIA. The individ- 
uals were dressed in green khaki uniforms and broke contact fleeing south. There 
was 1 rucksack containing 3 lbs documents, 1 flare, and an electrical device (pess 
radio transmitter). 

R. 172057 BS862011 Recon 2/503 made contact with 3 VC 
armed with AK-47 and HG's. "Fire was exchanged resulting in 1 US WHA, slight. 
Enemy casualties were unk and enemy fled east leaving a heavy bloodtrall. 

S. 171052 BH930838 A/l/50 made contact with an esti- 
mated VC squad sized force using SA's and M-79,s. Unit returned fire with SA, AU 
and arty. The contact broke at 1200 hours with the eneny dispersing in several 
directions. The area was starched with negative results. 

T. 172150 BR946854 Scout Section 1/50 engaged an unk 
size enemy force with SA fire and claymore with unk results. 

V. 181330 BS621163 LRRP Tm "D" made contact with 3 VC/NVA 
armed with SA. Fire was exchanged with SA and AW resulting in 1 US WHA. E/17 Cav 
reinforced the contact and the enemy fled the area. The area was searched with neg- 
ative results. 

W. 190815 BS722208 B/2/503 received approximately 30 
rounds of SA from an estimated 2 VC/NVA. The fire was returned with SA, AW and arty. 
The area was searched with negative results and negative US casualties. 

12 

CONFIDENTIAL 

U. 181910 BR872964 E/17 reported receiving light SA 
fire from west side of river. Element returned fire with SA and AW with unk results. 



CONFIDENTIAL 
AVBE-SC/MHD 15 August 1968 
SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned 

X. 201330 BR581962 »6F Co 221 engaged an estimated VC 
squad with SA fire resulting In 1 VC KIA (EC), 1 AK-47 and 3 rucksacks with rice 
CIA. The company reported 2 friendly VIA by punji stakes. 

X,   211123 BR724961 LRRP Tm "A" was in contact with an 
estimated 20 VC and requested gunships and a reaction force. Qunships and airstrikes 
were employed on the enemy position and E/17 Cav reaction force was committed. A 
search of the area was conducted by LRRP Tm "A" and E/17 resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC), 
6 VC KIA (Poss), and 3 rucksacks containing clothing and documents CIA. 

Z. 221140 BR806630 LRRP Tm nE" pursued 1 individual and 
made contact with unk size force. Gunships and arty were employed and E/17 Car 
reaction force was inserted. There were negative US casualties. 

flä. 221545 FSB Natalie LRRP TM 13 was inserted and made 
contact with unk size «neap force resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC) and 1 VC UIA who 
evaded the area. The KIA had 1 pouch, a knife, and 1 can of lube oil. 

lib. 230710 BS76OO30 M3F 209 reported an ambush engaged 
an unk size VC force resulting in 3 VC KIA (BC), 3 rucksacks, unk amount of docu- 
ments, 3 pith helmets, assorted clothing, and rice bags with "Donated by  the 
Friendly People of the US" written on them CIA. 

cc. 241838 BS670010 2/503 reported FSB received approx- 
imately 6 rounds or SA fire from 3 individuals and fire was returned with SA with 
negative results. 

da. 251128 BS851189 B/2/503 received 4 H-79 rounds and 
several rounds of SA fire from 150 meters to the south resulting in 3 OS WHA. 
Fire was returned with negative results« 

fifi. 270330 BR814598 C/l/50 reported receiving 12-15 
rounds of B-40 rockets and a heavy volume of SA/AV fire from the north. Fire was 
returned with organic weapons and arty and the contact broke at 0340. Results: 
4 US WHA and 1 APC moderately damaged. 

££, 281508 BR820894 D/2/503 received SA fire from 4-5 
individuals in a house. Fire was returned with SA, AW and arty. The contact broke 
at 1525 hours and the area was searched with negative results. 

gg.    282030 BS670010 D/2/503  reported 2 US WHA from 3-4 
HQ's thrown from the southeast. Fire was returned with SA and M-79 with unk results. 

lib. 280210 BR814599 1/50 reported FSB Catskill received 
6-8 mortar rounds and SA fire from the west. Counter mortar was returned with 
arty with unk results. There were 3 US WHA as a result of this contact. 

li. 280805 BR908865 B/l/69 received approximately 75 
rounds of SA fire from an unk size enemy force. Fire was returned with 50 Cal MS 
and M-79 fire. The area was searched with negative results 

11. 290740 MSF 209 in contact with estimated 4 VC and 
employed SA and AW fire resulting in 1 VC CIA and 2 VC UIA (poss). Element pur- 
sued blood trails leading to the east. 

&. 291805 BH903946 LRRP Tm "E" observed 7 armed VC 15-20 
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■eters from the Team's position at Coord BR 901947 end 8 Individuals at BR90095O. 
The tcais attempted to erade the area for ejctraetlon end drew fire at 1815 hours. 
The team moved to the valley floor and the contact broke at 1820 hours. 

11. 301230 A/2/503 made contact with an estimated 4 
individuals. SA fire was exchanged and arty called on the enemy location at 
BR620060. Element searched the are« with negative results. There was 1 US KHA 
end 1 US WHA as a result of the contact, 

affl. 311050 BR787945 M3F Co 209 made contact with a VC 
squad armed with RPQ, SA, and AW's. Fire was returned with SA and AW with gunshlps 
supporting. Results: 1 NSF WHA, 1 VC KIA (BC) 

So. 31122? BS580972 MSP 221 made contact with an esti- 
mated NVA platoon at 1040 hours. Theenemy force attacked an ambush site of the 
Company with SA and AW. The ambush site was reinforced and returned MB, AW and SA 
fire resulting in 2 NVA KIA (BC), 1 AK-47, 1 rucksack, and miscellaneous UBE CIA. 
The enemy broke contact at 1100 hours fleeing west. 

(0) 

UNIT EST STRENGTH PROl 

MAY 

3ABLE LOCATION ■MMUfc 

m m JULY JUNE JULY 

NT3 NVA Division 5640 5000 4950 BR762668 SE Quang Ngal BS2552 

2d VC Regt 950 950 900 BR7971 SE Quang Ngal BS3859 

93d Bn/2d VC Regt 200 100 100 BR9670 BR9670 SW Quang Ngal 

95th Bn/2d VC Regt 230 100 100 8113586 SE Quang Ngal SW Quang Ngal 

97th Bn/2d VC Regt 140 150 150 BR8776 BR8476 SW Quang Ngal 

18th NVA Regt 750 500 540 CR0353 CR0452 CR0753 

7th Bn/I8th NVA Regt 175 100 100 BH9639 BR9640 CR0945 

8th Bn/I8th NVA Regt 100 100 100 BH9853 CH0933 CR0054 

9th Bn/I8th NVA Regt 185 150 160 CR0437 BR7564 CR0045 

22d NVA Regt 1050 1000 1065 BH732953 SE Quang Ngal SW Quang Ngal 

7th Bn/22d NVA Regt 215 185 185 BR861808 BR 8686 SW Quang Ngal 

8th Bn/22d NVA Regt 230 300 200 BH7589 BH7393 SW Quang Ngal 

9th Bn/22d NVA Regt 285 200 300 BR8688 SB Quang Ngal SW Quang Ngal 

40th Sapper Bn 200 200 120 BR8362 BR9468/8665 BB9065 

ZCII MF Bn UNK 190 190 UNK BS9301 BS9301 

300th Sapper Bn UNK 220 210 UNK BR7762 BR7762 

50th LF Bn UNK UNK 150 UNK UNK CH1133 
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(2)     Qparation RolUny  TT 

(a) Enamv Situation: 

1. DisBoaitloni Since the allied victory in the IIBH g 
TITY HQA wnHTH (3o and 31 January 1968), the Boiling area has renained a relatively 
secure area of operation» The enemy does not fully control the area around TUX HOA 
City due to the presence of allied troop« plus an aggressive revolutionary develop- 
ment program which has reduced the hold by the eneny on the population. Intelli- 
gence has reported the following units within the TUY HOA area or close enough to 
have influence within the BolliTig area or operations! 

A. HQ, 5th NVA Division 

£. 95th NVA Regiment 

£. 4th Bn/95th NVA Regiment 

d. 5th Bn/95th NVA Regiment 

A. 6th Bn/95th NVA Regiment 

X. 30th MF Battalion 

g. 85th MF Battalion 

£. DK-7 LF Company 

i. EK-9 LF Coi^>any 

The 95th NVA Regiment withdrew to the Jungles west of TOY HOA City after suf- 
fering heavy casualties at the hands of ROK and ARVN forces in April, 1968. This 
Regiment continued to operate in this area during the months of May, June and- July, 
appearing to be avoiding contact in order to reorganise their forces. During July, 
indications were received that the 95th NVA Regiment may have left one battalion as 
a stay behind force and moved west in order to pick up new replacements and supplies. 

2. Peculiarities and Weaknesses! 

A. The enemy supply system flows from west to east, and 
can best be interdicted on the western edge of PHU YEN Province. The enemy's logis- 
tics system is currently operating at a marginal level, thus the indications of a 
move by the 95th NVA Regiment to the west. The major weakness of the enemy has 
been his inability to sustain contact due to their marginal logistics system. 

fe. The success of US, ARVN and ROK operations from Jan- 
uary through April makes the VC/NVA vulnerable to phyehological warfare, especially 
as the enemy continues to be prone to hunger and personal illness through both sus- 
tained living in the Jungle environment and a marginal logistics system. 

£. The enemy continues to be vulnerable to air and 
artillery retaliation, aerial observation and photography, intermittent artillery 
firing, APD and Red Hase readings. 

1'   Enmny CiMtoiminn« 

A« The enemy can be expected to continue harassment, 
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terrorist and base camp and installation Infiltration, naxing full use of sapper- 
type unit. 

£. The enemy will continue to rebuild their units 
through infiltration, involuntary conscription, native recruitment and kidnapping 
of eiTilians of fighting age, connon laborers and specialists (doctors and nurses). 

c. The eneay oan be expected to attempt company or peiv 
haps one battalion-sised attacks, reinforced by local forces, on weakly-defended 
district headquarters and out-posts, as a victory for propaganda means. 

£. The eneqy can be expected to continue interdiction 
of communication lines, mining of primary and secondary routes of travel, sabotage 
operations and small-scale operations against such targets as the bridge at CQ201351, 
as this is the primary crossing across the SONG BA River at TOY HOA City. 

A. In line with a country-wide emphasis, the enemy can 
be expected to employ sapper-type units, their primary mission continuing to be in- 
filtration of TÜY HOA Air Force Base, with the mission of destroying allied air- 
planes, helicopters and equipment« 

£. It is expected that VC/NVA tax collecting and rice- 
gathering units will be increased in the TDY HOA area of operations with the com- 
ing rice harvest. 

£. Combat Efficiency: The suspected withdrawal of 
elements of the 95th NVA Regiment to the west suggests that no large-scale multi- 
battalion attacks are probable in the near future, or until replacements have been 
obtained and a more efficient logistical-chain has been established. Emphasis will, 
in all probability, rely on Sapper-type units to conduct missions for the purpose 
of destroying or damaging allied airplanes, helicopters and equipment at TUY HOA Air 
Force Base. This type attack can also come in the form of mortars and recoilless 
rifle fire, as this type causes considerable damage to vital equipment and employs 
a minimum of enemy forces to carry out the operation; 

(b)  SttrMfMoiint Cantata: 

1. May: 

a,.    021005 CQ006^96 C/V503 squad sise ambush engaged an 
unk enemy size force. Results: 7 VC/NVA KIA (EC), 

i. 021310 CQ005498 CA/503 squad sise element engaged 
2 VC. Results: 1 VC KIA (BC). 

1 VC KIA (BC). 

2 NVA KIA (BC). 

VC KIA (BC), 1 VC PW. 

£. 041030 CQ022342 B/4/503 engaged 1 VC« Results: 

d. 131430 BQ967555 3/4/503 engaged 2 NVA. Results: 

A. 151230 BQ933.U B/4/503 engaged 6 VC. ■ Results: 1 

£. 15U15 00014064 LRRP Tm 15 made contact with an esti- 
mated VC squad. Results: 1 VC KIA (BC). 
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2.   June« 

A. 011645 6Q870602 B/4/503 engaged 4 HVA with SA firs. 
Results: 1 NVA KI A (BC), 1 SKS rifle CIA*. 

i. 012300 CQ007415 LRRP Tm 15 engaged 2 VC/HVA with SA 
fire. Results: 2 VC/KVA KIA (BC). 

£. 121U5 CQ015U5 LRRP Tn 14 «ade contact with an esti- 
mated 3 VC/MVA with SA. Results: 1 VC/UVA KIA, 1 rucksack CIA. 

d. 100843 BQ939757 0/16 Amor had a APC hit a nine. Re- 
suits: 6 US UHA. 

A. 301630 BQ908533 B/4/503 made contact with an esti- 
mated 3 VC anaed with SA. Results: 2 NVA KIA (BC), 1 H-2 Carbine CIA. 

2. July» 

A. 021300 BQ938857 A/4/503 engaged 1 VC/NVA with SA fire 
resulting in 1 VC/NVA KIA (BC) and 1 M-1 carbine with 40 rounds «MO CIA. An un- 
determined amount of documents were found and were extracted for evaluation. 

b. 041600 BQ898748 LRRP Tm 12 made contact with an esti- 
mated VC platoon and was extracted without incident. 

c. 041830 BQ867754 LRRP Tm 16 made contact with an unk 
sized enemy force resulting in 1 VC/HVA KIA (BC). Gunships were employed with unk 
results. 

£. 081150 BQ903759 LRRP Tm 13 engaged 1 individual 
with SA resulting in 1 VC/KVA VIA (CIA). The individual dl(*d en route resulting 
In 1 VC/KVA KIA (BC). 

e. 101120 BQ909660 C/4/503 engaged 7 Individuals aimed 
with weapons resulting in 1 VC/NVA WIA. The blood trail was followed to a house 
containing 1 individual with shoulder wound resulting in 1 VC/NVA CIA. 

X. 142100 CQ266349 4/503 reported an OP received SA 
fire from a sampan. SA fire was returned and swift boat called to support the con- 
tact. There were negative US casualties and unk enemy casualties. 

g. 201610 BQ159390 D/4/503 reported a platoon made con- 
tact with an unk size eneny force and employed SA, AW, gunahlps and alrstrlked. 
The contact broke at 1640 hours with unk results. There were 3 US UHA as a result 
of this contact. 

h. 281750 BQ902459 LRRP Tm 14 made contact with an unk 
size eneny force and SA and AV fire was exchanged resulting in US UHA and an unk 
enemy casualty figure. 

i. 300945 CQ006467 LRRP Tm 12 made contact with an esti- 
mated VC squad. SA and AU fire was exchanged resulting 2 VC KIA (BC) and 1 Mauser 
rifle and 1 rucksack CIA. 

(e)   Bway PlABQalUon: 

17 

CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 
AVBE^C/MHD 
SUBJECTt   Operational Report Lebsons Learned 

15 August 1968 

UNIT STSfNGTH LOCATION 

MAI JULY JUNK m JUNE JULY 

3th NVA Division 2500 3625 3925 BQ8217 BQ8920 BQ8920 

95th NVA Regt 700 1025 1175 BQ8473 BQ7676 Tri-Border Area 

4th fin/95th Regt 100 100 200 BQ9060 BQ7678 Tri-Border Area 

5th Bn/95th Regt 150 150 200 CQ0345 BQ9^7 Tri-Border Area 

6th Bn/95th Hegt 170 275 250 EQ8471 BQ9461 B(J9947 

30th MF Bn 175 200 200 CQ1527 002027 CQ1224 

85th MF Bn 100 150 200 CQ0853 CQ0753 CQ0653 

IK-7 LF Co UNK UNK UNK B(J996l BQ9961 BQ9961 

«-9 LF Co UNK UNK UNK 309880 BQ9880 B(J9880 

(3)  9w«tt9a mm 
(a) Situation; 

X.    DtapQiiltioni The 1st Bn/503d Infantry (Airborne) con- 
tinued operations in AO W£U(fi£ during the months of May, June and July 1968. This 
area of operations has been relatively secure for some period of time» the enemy 
not being able to form and deploy large-scale attacks due to the continued presence 
of US troops since the latter part of 1965» a continuing good rapport with the Viet- 
namese citizens and the successful efforts of the government's revolutionary devel- 
opment program. Intelligence has reported the following units within the AN KHE 
area or close enough to have Influence within the Walker area of operations! 

A. 95th B NVA Regiment 

i. 4th Bn/95th B NVA Regiment 

£. 5th Bn/ 95th B NVA Regiment 

d. 407th Sapper Battalion 

£. XC 503d Battalion 

During the months of May, June and July activity was slight in BINH DINH Prov- 
ince and AO Walker. The 1st Bn/503d Infantry, assumed the mission of age in pro- 
viding and maintaining road and bridge security along the main two highwt rs in the 
AO, from QUI NHON to AN KHE and from AN KHE to PLEIKU. The 1st Battalloi also 
maintained the perimeter security of Camp Radcllff through the operational control 
of the three Provisional Rifle Companies formed for the basic mission of perimeter 
defense of Camp Radcllff. As the Brigade reaction battalion, the 1st Battalion had, 
for most of the reporting period, either one or two infantry rifle companies qpconned 
to other units, among them were the 2d Battalion 503d Infantry and Task Force South. 

The 5th Bn/95th B NVA Regiment continued harrassing actions along Highway 19, 
for the most part west of FSB Schüler, but was never able to form its forces for a 
sustained attack on any installations in AO Vfal ker or Camp Radcllff proper. 
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2.   PflBuMflrltlfla find WeaKiMflaflB« 

A. The eneny is vulnerable to aerial observation and air 
and artillery retaliation in most areas of the TAOR, He is also vulnerable to in- 
termittent artillery firings, APD senslnga and Red Haze readings, 

b. Due to the widespread support of allied operations 
in AO Walked, the continued successful rapport with the Vietnamese civilians, 
through such means as the hiring of Vietnamese workers on Camp Radcliff, the success 
of revolutionary-development programs, and the protection offered the Vietnamese 
farmer through the continued presence of US troop«, the enemy is not able to coerce 
populace through terrorist or sabotage activities as evident in other areas of South 
Vietnam, 

c. By virtue of the Allied-Vietnamese relationship, 
the operational successes of US troops, and our continued presence, the enemy, 
most especially the VC, is particularly vulnerable to the Chieu Hoi and other psy- 
chological operation programs, 

2.    Enemv Canabilitiae: 

A« The enemy is able to employ, to a limited extent, 
mortars and recoilless rifles against Camp Radcliff, If successful, such an attack 
can cause both personnel injury and damage to both fixed-wing and rotary aircraft. 

b. The enemy is ab] • to conduct company and perhaps 
batt»i ion-size attacks in both isolated villages and hamlets and outpost and check- 
points maintained by US forces along Highway 19. 

c. The enemy can conduct isolated mining of primary and 
secondary routes of travel, interdiction of lines of communication, sabotage oper- 
ations against pipelines, and terrorist activities, including sporadic but effec- 
tive sniper firings, against the outposts and checkpoints maintained within the AO 
along Highway 19. 

(J. The enemy can 1* expected to attempt to use exten- 
sively and with increased emphasis sanper units, most particularly in the destruc- 
tion by explosives and demolitions of vital bridges along Highway 19 and aircraft 
and primary buildings within Camp Radcliff itself. 

£. Combat fiffeciency: The continued successes of the 
government revolutionary development programs within AO Walker, the maintainance 
of good relations with the Vietnamese within tht Privinces and the continuad presence 
and strength of the allied forces themselves all combine to form the belief that no 
large-scale eneny attacks can be formed in the near future. Enemy emphasis will, 
in all probability, continue to be placed on harrassment and terrorist rotivities, 
and propaganda lectures, with an increase of sapper-type infiltration activities. 

(b)  81mtflg«rt Qwrtarta« 

1.    May: 

A.    050325 Cheek point 21 received a moderate ground 
attack.    Results«    2 US KHA, 7 US UHA, 1 ARVN W1A, negative enemy assessments, 

jfe.    061130 BR242398 C/1/503 engaged 4 NVA.    Results:   1 
US WHA, 1 NVA KIA (BC). 
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A. 021200 BR256394 D/l/503 engaged 1 individual with 
SA resulting in 1 VC/MVA KIA (BC) and 1 French sniper rifle CIA. Individual was 
carrying 1 NVA canteen, veering US web gear and dressed in khaki shirt with green 
trousers. 
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&.    061246 BR547468 A/1/503 engaged 3 VC.   Results: 
1 VC KIA (BC). 

A.    071230 BR2A8377 B/l/503 engaged 5 VC.   Negative 
reaulti. 

■ 

1. 081025 BR248397 C/l/503 engaged 3 NVA. Results: 
1 OS kHA, 1 US WHA, 1 NVA KIA (BC). 

£. 081030 BR248413 c/l/503 Bade contact with an unk 
slie enesqr force. Results: 1 US KHA, 6 US WHA, 20 NVA KIA (BC). 

£. 091100 BR281332 LRRP Tm 26 made contact with 5 
VC/WA. Results: 3 VC/NVA KIA 

It. 101249 BR217408 B/l/503 engaged 1 VC. Results 
1 VC KIA (BC), 

i. 101510 BR217408 B/l/503 made contact with a NVA 
platoon. Results: 1 US KHA, 4 NVA KIA (BC). 

i. 121510 BR218408 B/l/503 engaged 1 VC. Results: 
1 VCKIA (BC). 

k. 171025 BR265354 B/l/503 engaged 2 VC. Results: 
1 VC KIA. 

1. 180950 BR187329 C/l/503 engaged 1 VC. Results: 
1 VC KIA (BC). 

2* June: 

ft. 011830 BR262473 Check point 27 was attacked by mortar 
fi*e coming from the west. Fire was returned and a search of the area produced neg- 
ative results. 

£.    011125 BR338462 Cheek point 24 received a ground at- 
tack supported by mortars, gunships and arty called.    Results:    1 US VIHA, eneny unk. 

c. 071035 BR286532 M/503 made contact with 6 NVA armed 
with carbines.   Unk results. 

d. 172125 Camp Radollff:    1/69 reported receiving ap- 
proximately 50 rounds of 82nn mortar fire from the northwest.    Results:    12 US WHA, 
enemy unk. 

£,    301218 BR539444 B/l/503 made contact with an esti- 
mated 3 VC,   Arty was called.    Results:    1 NVA KIA (Poss), 

2.    July: 
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£. 0^1^28 BR219390 D/l/503 made contact with an esti- 
mated 2 VC/NVA armed with SA's. Fire was exchanged resulting In negative US cas- 
ualties« A search of the «urea produced negative enemy results. 

£. 051130 BR410608 1/503 reported that gunshlps engaged 
10 armed Individuals with mini guns resulting in 5 VC KIA (BC) and 3 VG KIA (Poss). 

d. 071130 BR260740 1/503 reoorted gunshlps engaged 2 
individuals resulting in 2 VC/NVA KIA (Poss). 

Ä. 07U10 PR318357 1/503 reported gunships engaged 1 
Individual resulting in 1 VC/NVA KIA (Poss). 

X. 102130 BRC78A86 An Khe Greenllne Tower 22 received 
approximately 45 rounds of SA fire. Fire was returned with SA with unk results. 

(c) Snemr Disposition; 

UNIT ESTIMATED STRENGTH PROBABLE LOCATION 

MAY  JUNE  JULY 

95 B Regt 775 875 875 

4th Bn/95 B Regt 250 250 250 

5th Bn/95 B Regt 250 250 250 

407th Sapper Bn 150 255 225 

MAY JUNE IB! 
BR2782 E Plelku BR1427 

BR2782 W Plelku SU Plelku 

BR2954 BR2678 BR1539 

AB1990 NE of Plelku 
City 

NW of Pheiku 
City 

XC 503d Bn       200   UNK   UNK      6R9296  UNK UNK 

b.  D«ela<oini anH Pinna A^onted with Roaaona Bused on Enarw Situations; 

(1) May: During the month of May maximum utilization of all intel- 
ligence resources rpsulted in the detection of three enemy battalion formations 
prior to these formations reaching their particular objectives. 

(a) Combat operations on 5 May 1968 were based on intelligence 
gleaned from POW statements, agent reports and AFD readings. This collection of 
information resulted in the overwhelming defeat of the 93d and 95th battalions of 
the 2d VC Regiment and heavy casualties Inflicted on the 7th Bn/22d NVA Regiment. 

(b) Combat operations conducted on 11 and 25 May ngalnso the 97th 
97th Bn/2d VC Regiment were planned in direct response to agent reports and special 
intelligence. The 97th Bn/2d VC Regiment was rendered combat ineffective as a re- 
sult of these actions. It is felt combat operations conducted during the month of 
May, based on combat Intelligence, rendered the 2d VC Regiment combat ineffective. 

(2) June; In the month of June again maximum utilization was made 
of all Intelligence resources in attempts to locate and fix enemy forces. 

(a) At 0830 hours 7 June 1968, as a result of APD sensings, 
IR readings and agent reports, E/l7th Cavalry made contact with unknown size enemy 
force at BH795968. E/l7th Cavalry employed SA, AW and H-79 fire, artillery and 
alrstrlkes were brought in on target, with undetermined enemy losses. 
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(b) During the period 24-25 June 1968, as a result of APD sens- 
ings, IR readings. Agent reports and vlstial reconnaissance, a combined US/ARVN op- 
eration involving elements of the 2d Bn 503d Infantry, 1st Bn (Mech) 50th Infantry 
and 40th ARVN Regiment in the Niu Mu Mountains resulted in 3 VC/KVA KIA (BC). 

(3) Julv; During July again naxliaum use was made of all intelligence 
resources in attempts to locate and fix enemy forces. 

(a) As a result of APD sensings, IR readings, agent reports and 
visual reconnaissance, a combined operation involving elements of the 2d Bn 503d 
Infantry and MSP Co 221 engaged an estimated VC squad at BR581962 resulted in 1 
VC/KVA KIA (BC). 

(b) At 1610 hours 20 July 1968, the 4th Bn 503d Infantry, as a 
result of APD sensings, IR readings and agent reports, made contact with an unknown 
size enemy force at BQ159390. The 4th Bn 503d Infantry employed SA, AW M-79 fire, 
gunships and alrstrikes with undetermined eneny results. 

(4) Based on IR readings, APD sensings and LRRP operations, artillery, 
naval gunfire and alrstrikes were directed against suspected eneny formations, base 
camp areas and Infiltration routes. These operations were Instrumental in keeping 
the enemy off-balance and interdicting his routes of supply and Communications. 
The majority of interdiction fires, alrstrikes, artillery and naval gunfire were 
based on combat intelligence. 

C.     Emwinr Par^onnAl   and EqiHpnuwit. T^aawa;     As  a  result Of Operations   for 
the months of May, June and July 1968, the following enemy personnel and equipment 
loses are reporte 

(1) 

a, oy comoax. oper 

Enemy porsonnel 

anon: 

losses as of 31 July 1968: 

OPN 
COCHISE 

OPN 
BULLING 

OPN 
WAIKER 

BRIGADE 
TOTAL 

nVA/VC KIA (BC) 413 49 83 545 

NVA/VC KIA (POSS) 56 10 8 74 

NVA/VC PW 25 30 1 56 

Civil Defendants 317 5 1 323 
1' 

Detainees 475 6 18 499 

Returnees 2 1 0 3 

(2) Eneny equipment/ supply losses: 

OPN 
COCHISE 

OPN 
BOLLING 

OPN 
WAIXSR 

BRIGADE 
TOTAL 

WEAPONS 

Pistol 

M-1 Rifle 

DC 

5 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

6 

2 
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OPN 
WH?? 

HHQ 

M-2 Rifle (carbine) 

RPG-2 

M-72 LAW 

H-16 Rifle 

.30 Cal Rifle 

MmiJ 29 

BAR 

SKS 13 

Springfield 

Häuser 

Shotgun 

French Sniper Rifle 

M-2 SMD (French) 

.50 Cal MB (US) 

Hone-Made Rifle 

Home-Made Pistol 

B-40 Rocker Launcher 

AMMO. MLNS .nd EiPLOSIVBS 

Snail Arms Rds 12,506 

Chlcon Claynore Mine 5 

M-26 Hand Grenade 42 

81 ran Mortar Rds 65 

Chlcon HG 25 

Hand Flares 1 

Chlcon Mine 15 

Thermite Grenade 1 

Chlcon Antitank Mine 27 

OPN 
BOLLJNä 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

406 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 
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OPH 
WAUCER 

BRIGADB 
TOTAL 

0 5 

0 6 

0 5 

0 3 

0 2 

2 2 

5 40 

0 4 

5 22 

0 2 

0 5 

0 1 

1 1 

o 2 

0 1 

0 1 

0 4 

0 1 

250 13,162 

0 5 

1 45 

0 85 

0 26 

0 1 

3 18 

0 1 

0 30 
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OPN 
COCHISE 

OPN 
BOLLING 

OPH 
WAITER 

BRIGADE 
TOTAL 

Firing Devices 6 0 0 6 

Butterfly Bomb 3 0 0 3 

Blasting Caps 5 0 0 5 

B-40 Rocket Rds 48 0 o m 
60mm Mortar Fuses 8 0 0 8 

B-40 Booster Charges 23 0 0 23 

82nBD Fuze 25 0 0 25 

60rani Rds 39 18 0 57 

Shape Charges U 0 0 4 

RPG-2 Rds 10 0 0 10 

RPG-7 Rds 3 0 0 3 

57mm RR Rds 7 0 0 7 

FOOD 

Rice, lbs 107,105 350 100 107,555 

Salad Oil, gal. 21 0 0 21 

Soy Sauce, gal. 40 0 0 40 

^SCE^pOUS , 

Rucksack (VC/ttVA) 82 15 9 106 

Boots«, pair 2 0 o 2 

Helmet, Steel 3 0 0 3 

Blanket 0 2 0 2 

Canteen (NVA) 22 5 1 28 

Canteen Cup 0 1 0 1 

Pistol Belt u 0 1 5 

Poncho (VC/UVA) u u 0 18 

MAG (M-16) 6 0 0 6 

MAG (M-1 Carbine) 8 2 0 10 

MAG (AK-47) 8 0 0 8 
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OPN 
C0CHI3B 

OPN 
POLLING 

OPN 
WALKER 

BRIGADE 
TOTAL 

MAG (H-U) 1 0 0 1 

Bayonet 1 0 0 1 

Clothing, lbs 190 25 10 225 

PRC-IO Battery 2 A 0 2 

Chop Sticks, sets 70 0 70 

Radio Antenna 1 0 1 

Hammocks (NVA) 6 2 8 

Mess Kits 1 0 1 

Belt (VC/NVA) 2 0 2 

Ho Chi Sandele 4 o U 

Barbwire, feet 175 o 175 

Gasoline, gal. 6 o 0 6 

Medical Supplies, lbs 12 0 16 

Mosquito Nets 9 o 9 

Gas Mask Carriers 2 0 2 

Gas Mask (VC/NVA) 4 0 4 

Helmet, Pith 8 0 8 

Shovels (NVA) 8 0 8 

Camera (US) 1 0 1 

Bicycles 2 0 2 

Wooden Tng Grenades 20 o 20 

Rice Bowls 70 o o 70 

Stoves 9 0 9 

Documents, lbs 105 4 6 115 

d. Use of Long Range Partols (LHP) t Extensive use was made of the 74th 
Infantry (LRP) in the conduct of Operation Cf>ehisa during the months of May, June 
and July. The mission assigned to the various LRP teams was generally that of trail 
watching operations in areas of suspected enemy activity for various amounts of 
time, generally from three to five days per operation. Secondary missions of bomb 
damage assessment, artillery assessment and the capture of prisoners were assigned. 
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During the month of May a total of 24 LRP operations were fielded. Artillery 
fire was adjusted onto observed and suspected enemy positions by LRP teens and four 
company-size search and destroy operations were conducted, based on LRP findings. 

In June 21 LBP operational missions were conducted, and in conjunction with the 
missions, the LRP teams on six oceaslctts adJustM artillery fire into observed 
enemy personnel. Nine of these missions were comprised of Joint US and ARW Long 
Range Patrol personnel. These Joint patrols proved to be most successful, each 
team recognising benefits, and such patrols are to be continued in the future. 
Based on observations of LRP teams, again several company-size operations were 
conducted in AO Cochisa. including one in which intelligence provided by LRP per- 
sonnel led allied units to enemy storage and supply point locations. 

During July 23 operations were conducted, and in conjunction with these mis- 
sions, LRP teams on H occasions adjusted artillery fire into observed eneny per- 
sonnel. Several company-size operations were conducted in AO Cochise based on LRP 
observations, and a platoon-size reaction force was also committed in three in- 
stances to exploit LRP observations. 

e. Operational Msthods of Saaoer Unitst 

(l) Sapper action is often a specific sabotage tactic employed in two 
levels: In separate attacks on installations and in supnort of infantry and artil- 
lery attacks. 

_ 

; 

(a) In separebe attacks conducted by small forces, the sappers 
Infiltrate deep into US and FWMAF controlled areas to sabotage airfields, docks, 
vital bridges and important buildings and equipment. In this small force the sap- 
per also has the mission of hidnapping, assassinating and performing other ter- 
rorist acts. Their greatest aid is their relative freedom of movement through a 
possible area of operation, affording the sapper unit access to and surveillance 
of their intended targets. 

(b) In employing sapper units in support of infantry and artil- 
lery units in a general, all-out attack, their mission is to create a breach in 
the defensive network of the attacked installation to permit an infantry-type fron- 
tal assault. They use sticks, prongs and C-hooks to raise or spread the outer 
perimeter barbed wire, or either, with wire cutters snip the lower strands of wire« 
The sapper units also mark passages through mine fields with pegs or other means of 
identification. The infantry and heavy weapons units will wait in concealment 
while these tasks are being acconqplished. 

(c) The final task in preparing for the assault is the destruc- 
tion of installation barricades, watchtowers, machine guns and other targets with 
satchel charges and grenades, and, at the same Instance, to detonate explosives 
planted along the perimeter defenses or in the minefields. After breaching an 
entrance for the infantry, the sapper units may remain in the battle or withdraw 
and prepare to cover the Infantry withdrawal. 

(d) Other sapper-type actions are to conduct ambushes prepared 
along principal roads and waterways; to conduct surprise raids on airfields, sup- 
ply areas and other facilities in rear areas not easily approached by large infan- 
try units and terrorism and sabotage, especially in large citiss. The size of 
sapper units varies from complete sapper battalions with up to 300-man strength in 
the larger cities down to separate sapper platoons at the lower level (district and 
province). Sappers also collect detailed intelligence from bar girls, cycle drivers, 
civilian employees of free world forces, and numerous others under their employ on 
potential sapper targets. Their tactics range from concealing a grenade in a loaf 
of bread to driving an explosive-laden vehicle into a target area. 
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(2) Sappers are well-schooled, selection criteria are high, end only 
the most outstanding and dedicated are selected for training. Thus they enjoy a 
higher esprit do corps than conventional units, and, as a result, their combat 
effectiveness is generally high. 

(3) Sapper units employ five basic tactical principals: 

(a) Detailed planning and reconnaissance, insured through minute 
planning and rehearsal until performance without error is assured. 

(b) Secrecy and surprise in the planning and performance of the 
assigned mission. 

(c) Speed, with sapper units moving rapidly to enable assault 
troops to reacn their objectives in as short a time as possible and thus exploit 
all aspects of the defender's disorganization. 

(d) Intlative, taking advantage of any favorable circumstances 
which might arise during the performance of the mission. Intiative is constantly 
encouraged through training and indoctrination. 

(e) Flexibility, sapper units tailor its needs for men, weapons 
and equipment according to the mission. 

f.  Tarraln und Uftftthart 

(l)  TA^MH - Operationa CnnMun mnA  Boll in* III 

(a) Existing Situation: In the northern part of Binh Dinh Prov- 
ince the principal urban area is Bong Son (BR 8796). In the flat seasonally inun- 
dated coastal plains, there are three low mountain spurs with numerous adjacent 
hills and hill locks. The lowland plains grade westward into rolling plains, for*- 
hills, and then into steep hoavily dissected mountains. The terrain becomes increas- 
ingly rugged from east to vest. The predominant vegetation is rice cultivation in 
the lowlands and light to dense undergrowth in the Ulis and mountains. There are 
numerous valleys which facilitate movement; however, all expedient movement is re* 
strieted to existing trains, roads and waterways. 

The principal avenues of movenent are in a north-south direction. The coastal 
lowlands area is a preferred avenue of movement to rugged western mountains. In the 
south avenues of movement are broad with numerous alternate routes, but to the north 
they become constructed and the alternate routes becoma limited. Expedient movement 
in the coastal lowlands in a north-south direction would be to the east of and par* 
allel to Route 1. Concealed movement would probably be north along the Suoi Ca 
River Valley (BR 802654) to the Nuoc Lang River (BR701875) Valley and then along the 
Kin Son River Bailey (BR818899). The in Hai River Valley (BR768669) is a major 
avenue of movement from the north to either the south via the Kim Son River Valley 
(BR818899) or to the east along the Lai Oiang River Valley (BR862942). The Kim 
Son River Valley (BR818899) affords many good avenues of movement from east to west 
through the Nuoc Tuong (BR701875), Suoi Tin (BR684829) and S Lon (BR773838) River 
Valleys. Accompanying trails allow aovemant furtherwest to the Sooi Ken River 
Valley (BR593831) in the extreme west. The Eon River Valley (BR587662) is the only 
major north-south avenue of movement in the west. 

(b) The steep slopes encountered in these rugged areas are ob- 
stacles to movement. Swollen rivers andstreams also present an obstacle to novemmt 
in these areas. Avenues of movement in the coastal plains are unrestricted In all 
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directions« howetrer, flooding In tbe wet season will present some problems to more« 
■ent. The numerous streams and canals in this ares will also present an obstacle 
to movement. 

(2) Tgrrftift g BMMJtlB "tlhffr8 Relief «as characterised by high 
mountains with dense undergrowth with triple canopy In certain areas throughout the 
AO, Streams were generally full throughout the AO with the mala river flowing SSV, 
with Its source in the northern portion of the AO. Cultlmatad fields are found 
throughout the AO, especially around AN KHE. Trails are numerous throughout tbe AO 
end were generally well used. Because of the wide area for maneuver and the unlim- 
ited staging areas available to the enemy, he can easily avoid contact, engaging 
US forces only on his own terms. Highway 19 bisecting the TAOR from the east to 
the west, If p av e d and Daasable. There are two mountain passes on each side of 
the AO. 

(3) u««».h«> - JlMBÜl PMÜM *r"i "P11^ IT' 

(a) May: During May all Southeast Asia Is under Influence of the 
douthwest monsoon, the weather beginning to follow a somewhat regular pattern with 
afternoon showers occurring almost everyday. Cloudiness continues to increase. 
Low ceilings occurred on a few mornings, but were relatively rare In the afternoon 
and evening except in passing thunderstorms and rainshowers. Visibility was rela- 
tively good but rated excellent because of hazy nature of the equatorial air mass. 
In general, an increase in rainfall from April. Average monthly precipitation 6.1 
Inches; average temperature 92 degrees; avenge humidity 789(. 

(b) June: Continuing under the Influence of the southwest mon- 
soon, the weather became patterned on a daily basis, with clear mornings and early 
afternoons and afternoon showers almost everyday. Cloudiness continued to increase. 
Low ceilings occurred on a few mornings, but were relatively rare during the after- 
noon and evenings except in passing thunderstorms and rain showers. Visibility 
was relatively good to excellent. Average temperature 92 degrees; average humidity 
78 per cent. 

(o) July: The area continued under the influence of the south- 
west monsoon, patterned on a daily basis as previously. Cloudiness continued to 
increase. Low ceilings occurred on a few mornings, but were relatively rate dup- 
ing the afternoon and evenings except in passing rain showers and tfaunderstorma. 
Visibility relatively good to excellent. Average temperature 92 degrees; average 
humidity 78£. 

U) IlMÜMI - >|p|tP "a11""" For the months of May, June and 
July, 1968 the weather in the AN KHE area was generally fair and wan, with tem- 
peratures ranging from a high of 95 degrees to a low of 65 degrees. Winds, for 
the most part, were from the East at 5-8 knots. Sky conditions were generally 
scattered clouds at approximately 2500 feet, with some morning fog, usually clear- 
ing around 0900 hours dally. Visibility ranged from 6 to 7 miles furlng the mid- 
morning to late afternoon. Rain showers and thunderstorms were spares, normally 
beginning in the late afternoon and terminating in the early morning hours. 
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U.   Cmftrt OwntUfiBfli 

a. Ganeral: During the months of May, June and July 1968 the 173d Air- 
borne Brigade continued to conduct combat operations Coehiaa. BoTHncr IT andJiaUtfil» 
encompassing the Vietnamese provinces of Binh Dinh, Phu Yen and Phy Bon. The Bri- 
gade headquarters continued to operate out of LZ English, north of Bong Son, and 
also continuing to serve as headquarters for operation Cochl»p. The 2d Battalion, 
503d Infantry and 3d Battalion, 503d Infantry (until 18 June 1968) were also head- 
quartered at LZ English and the 1st Battalion (Mechanised) 50th Infantry, attached 
to the Brigade by I FFORCT, headquartered at LZ Uplift, south of Bong Son. The 1st 
Battalion 09th Armor, OPGON to the Brigade, also was headquartered at LZ Uplift. 

The 1st Battalion, 503d Infantry continued to conduct Operation Walkar in the 
Camp Radoliff/AN KHE City tactical area of responsibility, and the 4th Battalion, 
503d Infantry continued to conduct Operation Rpp^pg II in the TUY HOA City/Phu Yen 
Tactical area of responsibility. These combat operations are reported by operation 
by month. 

b. Oparation GoftMaa! In the conduct of Operation Cochise during the 
month of May, the Brigade's primary enemy was the 3d NVA Division, known as the 
Yellow Star and considered to be the most elite NVA unit in South Vietnam. Be- 
dsides carrying the task of locating and destroying the 3d NVA Division, the Bri- 
gade also was mounted with other missirns. Most important is the continued con- 

. duct of security on Highway 1, insuring that this vital economic line remained open 
and free of enemy contact, so that both Vietnamese and allied forces and the Viet- 
namese populace might continue to make use of this primary communication route for 
both military and civilian needs. This mission included bridge and culvert sur- 
veillance, constant mine-sweeping operations and continuous operations and recon- 
naissance over possible enemy ambush sites. 

A second strategic mission Is the continuing assistance of the Brigade in the 
province and district revolutionary development - civic action programs, including 
such diverse activities as the construction of the Bong Son Village market place, 
the incorporation of ARVN troops into the Brigade LRP teams, and the training of 
AHVN LRP teams. This includes the continuance of combined US - ARVN operations, a 
movement which becomes more professional, more coordinated and more successful with 
each passing combined operation. 

In mid April the Brigade organized, equipped and trained three Brigade Advisory 
Teams, formed primarily to work and train with province RF/PF units in an effort to 
Increase their efficiency. These teams have been most successful, to the point tha) 
these teams, in incipiency, were only designed to operate until regular MACV Train- 
ing Teams arrived. Upon the MACV team's arrival, the Brigade effort had proven so 
beneficial that the district and province chiefs asked Brigadier General Allen to' 
allow the teams to continue in their mission, and they now continue to do so. 

Each team is five men, comprised of one infantry lieutenant, one infantry NGO 
and one infantry, engineer and medical enlisted man. These teams were placed under 
the senior district advisor, and teach subjects as recommended In the MACV Program 
of Instruction. Their three basic goals are to improve the basic military skills 
of the RF/PF forces, to improve their personal knowledge of the uses, limitations 
and advantages of their own weapons and equipment and to instill in tho Vietnamese 
esprit do corps, a pride In their local unit, their district, province and country. 
Qnphasis is placed on learning by performance rather than formal instruction. The 
teams are currently providing training to Regional Force Companies and Popular 
Force Platoons In the districts of Hoal An, Hoal Nhon and Phu My* 
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Operation Caehlag began the month of May with much activity, the first two- 
days resulting in 5 NVA KIA (BC) and two possible VC kills In six friendly and eight 
enemy initiated actioi.s. On 3 May, Bravo Company, 2d Bn 503d Inf. at 1045 hours, v s 
having pursued five to seven VC into the village of Truong Lam (2) at BR932048, en- 
countered heavy resistance from the enemy occupied bunkers and trenches. Gunships 
were called in, and at approximately 1200 hours contact was broken, resulting in 
two VC/ftVA KIA (BC) and two VC wounded in this action were captured, along with 
miscellaneous equipment and documents. At 1355 hours, 6 Company engaged another 
four to five VC, killed one (BC) and captured one SKS weapon. After B Company had 
laagered for the night, they received an undertermlned number of 60mm or 82nim mor- 
tar fire from the West, resulting in one US MHA and three US WIA. 

As both Bravo and Delta had found freshly dug holes and trenches, various 
bunker structures, and kitchens, playing cards and various equipment, It was obvious 
that both companies had uncovered a battalion-size enemy base camp. The following 
morning (4 May), Alpha, Charley and Delta Companies continued search and destroy 
operations, resulting in more document and equipment findings, plus the gravesites 
of VC/NVA killed 3 to 4 weeks earlier as a result of alrstrikes. 

Companies from the 2d and 3d Battalions both bad personnel injured by numerous 
booby traps and punji stakes freshly-placed. The 1st Bn (Mech) 50th Inf, operating 
south of Bong Son, also reported findings of NVA equipment, including ponchos, bags 
of rice, sleeping mats, rucksacks, ...agazlnes, a gas mask, canteen and sweater. By 
this time, there was no doubt but that the enemy had returned. If only contact 
could be made. 

On 5 May the Brigade hod its chances, and took all advantages of this oppor- 
tunity. Bravo 3d Bn 503d Inf began the day's activity with a 044.5 hours ambush of 
twenty-five to thirty VC at BS910051 and BS915048, with gunship and artilleiy assis- 
tance. The VC broke contact at 0600 hours, and left 13 bodies as evidence of a 
well planned and well executed ambush. Eleven weapons were captured, with 8 US 
personnel being wounded. Later in the morning, at 1845 hours, at BS94505O on the 
South China S^a coastline. Alpha Company "M Bn 503d Inf, after following b«avy 
blood trails, found that these trails ended abruptly at the water's edge. The 
wounded VC from Bravo's early morning ambush ha-i captured four or five local Viet- 
namese civilians fishing boats as a means of escape. Gunships were quickly called 
in, resulting in 11 VC KIA (BC) and one boat destroyed. At mid-morning (1010 hours) 
Alpha Company, while patrolling in the hills above the coastal area (BS930073), en- 
gaged still another VC force, killing 5 (BC) and retaining 37 detainees. Bravo 
Company again made contact at 1150 hours at BW^'O/J*,  engaging and killing 1 VC (BC). 
Delta 2d Bn 503d Inf after locating enemy bunkers luring reconnaissance in force 
operations in the rooming of the 5th, at 1128 hours found an enemy base camp approx- 
imately 200 to 300 meters in diameter and containing 32 bunkers, 11 caves, 7 fox- 
holes and 2 kitchens with stoves, along with 11 rucksacks and many green, khaki 
and black uniforms. While searching the base camp area, Delta Company received 
sniper fire, returned this fire, resulting in 1 US KHA, 2 US WHA and 2 NVA KIA (BC). 
A further search of the area revealed a small hospital and miscellaneous documents. 

While the 2d Bn 503d Inf was constantly in contact. Alpha Company 1st Bn (Mech) 
50th Inf made tremendously heavy contact with an estimated two NVA Battalions. 
Halting at the base of the primary north-south mountain range in rice patties 
(BR912799) for lunch (1146), Upon dismounting from their APC's, the Infantrymen 
immediately cane under Intense SA, AW, B-4.0 rocket fire, 57mm recollless rifle fire 
and 82nn mortar fire from all directions. Alpha continued returned SA and AW fire 
from the APC's and called for artillery gunships and tactical air support. At 1255 
hours C Company Ist Bn (Mech) 50th Inf and B Company 1st Bn 69th Armor re-enforced 
Alpha Company in the contact area and also received heavy AW and B-/J) rocket fire, 
at 1515 hours a gunship in support of the infantryman was shot down and exploded on 
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contact, resulting In U US KHA. Bravo 1st Bn 69th Armor continued receiving fire 
while securing the extraction LZ, and the Initial contact continued until approx- 
imately 1930 hours, resulting in 6 US KHA, 9 US MHA, 50 US WHA, 100 NVA KIA (Poss). 
Equipment loses were 5 Ml 13 APC'a destroyed, 1 UH-lC destroyed and three UH-lC's 
damaged. The NVA were reported by Alpha Company 1st Bn (Mech) 50th Inf as dressed 
in green fatigues and silk pajamas, well armed and well camouflaged. 

Contact resured on 7 May when Bravo and Charley Companies 1st Bn (Mech) 50th 
Inf with Bravo Company 1st Bn 69th Armor, laagered at BR925806, began receiving 
moderate to heavy SA fire. At 0350 hours B-^0 rocketing was renorted, along with 
several 82imn mortar rounds. Artillery began firing close-in defensive fires, and 
at 0440 ho rs enemy firing ceased as the NVA attempted probing attacks from the 
North and South on the perimeter defense. At 0445 hours an enemy B-/.0 rocket hit 
the Infantryman's ammo supply point, and all ammo was destroyed, and at 0520 heavy 
AW fire came from north of the perimeter, which "Spooky" engaged with undetermined 
results. At 0535 mortar and P-40 rocket fire began to fire again, from the south. 
"Spooky" engaged this firing, and at 0540 hours mortar and B-AO fire ceased. The 
night's results were 7 OS .KHA, 43 US WHA, with undetermined enemy results. 

In conducting a search of the contact area at first light, Brav> Company found 
18 NVA KIA (EC) and rockets and weapons. Later in the morning (0758 hours), at BR 
910798, an aerial observer observed 30 NVA in the open and inraediately put an air 
strike in on the fleeing targets, resulting in 30 NVA KIA (BC). Bravo Company at 
1040 hours found U NVA bodies, all booby trapped, at BR900795, and at 1150 hours 
at BR915803 gunshlps from the 61 st AHC, who had been supporting the Brigade con- 
tinuously in Operation Cochise. found 10 NVA in the open and killed all 10. 

The 6th of May found Bravo Comapany 2d I n 503d Inf again In contact. OPCON 
to the 3d Bn 503d Inf, at 1049 hours at BR890825 Bravo Company made contact with 
an enemy force of undetermined size. Artillery and Tactical Air Control supported 
Bravo Conroany, with the result that 2 US were KH.A, 18 US WHA and 10 NVA KIA (BC). 
Various weapons were captured. Again in the eariy a^t=moon tactical air and artil- 
lery were brought in by Bravo Company when approximately 200 VC/NVA were spotted 
in the open at BR 900820. Enemy was observed fleeing In all directions, with un- 
determined results. Bravo 3d Bn 503d Inf at '451 hours made contact with an esti- 
mated NVA platoon at BH909318. Artillery and TAG air were brought in, with the 
results of 1 US KIA, 4 US WHA and ^ NVA KIA (BC). 

At 14OO hours on 7 May, in reconnaissance operations in portions of areas af- 
fected by 6 May contacts. Bravo Company 1st Bn (Mech) 50th Inf found a total of 20 
NVA KIA (BC,. Findings were at BH910799 and BR902789. No weapons or docvunents 
were found on the bodies. One PRC-25 was also located which had also been used by 
the NVA. 

Twenty-five more NVA bodies were found by D Company 3d Bn 503d Inf on 8 May 
at 1330 hoars. The bodies were dressed in green uniforms, and were approximately 
three days old. All had been killed by either artillery or airstrikes, and again, 
no documents were to be found on the bodies. Enemy bodies continued to be found. 
On 9 May, 4 bodies were located, one at BR884803 by D Company 2d Bn 503d Inf, two 
oy D Company 3d Bn 503d Inf at BR903804 and one by B Company 3d Bn 503d Inf at 
BR905795. All had been killed by tactical air or artillery. 

On 11 May at 1344 hours at BR874735 B and C Companies of the 1st Bn (Mech) 
50th Inf were again in contact, this time made while conducting a reconnaissance- 
in-search operation to the north. The NVA employed SA, AW and either 60mm or 82mm 
morter fire, and the Infantrymen retaliated with artillery, tactical air and gun- 
ships. Intlal contact broke at 1540 hours, resulting in 3 US KHA and 31 US WHA. 
The FAC in support of the infantrymen reported 60 NVA KIA (BC) as a result of a 
airstrlke at BR875736, with other enemy casualties remaining undetermined. 
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The 12th of May found the 3d Bn 503d Inf engaging in most of the contacts made 
In AO Coohiay. finding 26 freshly dug latrines, many bunkers, cooking ovens, 82mm 
rounds, 60 mm rounds, B-^0 rockets, shovels, canteens, clothing and other equip- 
ment and documents.    Also found were 3 NVA, killed by either tactical air or artil- 
lery.   This was at BR885732.    The Ist Bn (Mech) 50th Inf continued to hold recon- 
naissance in force operations in the area of the 4th through 7 May contact, and on 
13 May reported 43 NVA bodies located*    All again were wearing green fatigues, 
being either burled in shallow graves or lying in the open.    Various trench systmes 
and bunker complexes were found in the area that 30 bodies were located, thus this 
area (BR875732) was believed to be either a battalion or regiment command post. 
All documents found were extracted, along with 1 NVA body thought to be Chinese. 

From the 14th until the 24th of May, enemy contact was slight but constant, re- 
flecting a movement on the part of the eneoy to withdraw to well-camouflaged Jungle 
areas for the replacement of personnel and supplies lost in earlier battles.   Brl- • 
gads efforts we*e centered around insuring that the enemy was not afforded the 
opportunity to re-form his forces for a large-scale attack on units and installa- 
tions, depriving the enemy of replacement personnel and equipment through surveil- 
lance and interdiction of known enemy routes of advance and supply trails, constant 
reconnaissance in force operations and nightly ambushes along trails and ridge-lines. 
The Brigade's efforts were successful.    The enemy was not allowed to set up any 
sort of permanent base camp, and was constantly deprived of needed supplies, combat 
equipment and rice. 
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On 25 May Bravo 1st Bn (Mech) 50th Inf made contact with a fleeing estimated 
eompany-slzed unit at 1110 hours and BR883720. The enemy used heavy SA a. id AW 
fire, B-40 rockets and mortar fire in attempts to break oontact, the infantrymen 
retaliating with gunshlps, tactical air strikes, artillery and their own individual 
and crew-swrved weapons. The contact continued until late afternoon, with the 1st 
Bn (Mech) 50th Inf recognising that the eneny bad fled and dug into hamlets to the 
north and west of BR891727, and enemy size was believed to be 1 battalion reinforced 
with a heavy weapons company. 

Bravo Company was resupolled at 1620 hours, and began a counter-attack on the 
various hamlets immediately. In sweeping the hamlet area, thdjpstimate proved true, 
and at 2300 hours it was reported that 33 NVA had been killed in the counter-attack. 
The enemy was dressed in green fatigue Unlforas with new web gear, all Individuals 
were camouflaged and armed'with individual weapons, recollless rifles, B-40 rockets, 
M-79,s, 60nm and 82mm mortars. Anti-tank teams were believed to be set up to the 
south of the hamlets, and six of the possible locat^mxS were attacked by tactical 
air with undetermined results. US losses were 2 KHA^and 18 VIHA. There was doubt 
but that this unit was comprised of fresh replacements for the 3d NVA Division, and 
also that the Brigade had most positively stopped this new enemy infiltration. 
Enemy bodies as a result of this contact continued to be found in varing numbers 
for a weeks period, eventually totaling seven NVA KIA (BC). The remainder of the 
month of May was similar in content to the period 14 to 24 May, with oontact gen- 
erally conslstantly lighter than formerly. 

' ne month of June showed a restraint in enemy activity, making clear that the 
3d NVA Division and its assigned and attached units bad sustained heavy casualties 
from allied attacks during the month of May. The enenqr had presumedly re-located 
his headquarters out of the Cochlse area of operations, concentrating on-the infusion 
of fresh replacement personnel to expand his depleted combat ranks and on the re- 
placement of destroyed and captured arms, annunition and equipment. The enemy 
avoided oontact, and the local VC elements were ordered to increase sniping, booby- 
trap and mining operations to in part substitute for the NVA absence. It is note- 
worthy that there is regularly an increase in this type of warfare upon the regular 
NVA unit's departure from a given ama of operation, and a decline upon his return. 
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Punjl-staklng of routes and trails of ground movement is increased, CBU units 
are a favorite item for booby trapping, as are command detonated mines of various 
size and composition. Hand grenades and dud and live artillery and mortar rounds 
are also extensively used. Task Force 2d Bn 503d Inf, Rask Force 3d Bn 503d Inf 
and Task Force 1st Bn (Mech) 50th Inf continued to conduct reconnaissance in force, 
search and clear, search and destroy and cordon and search operations along the 
length of A0 Cochis^. with little enemy-initiated contacts excepting sniping and 
booby-trap engagements. Brigade elements continued to ambush and engage smaller 
squad and fire-teams size enemy movements through successful ambushes and search 
and clear operations, depriving the enemy of vitally needed foodstuffs, weapons, 
ammunition and equipment, also destroying eneny bunkers and huts to deprive him of 
shelter and protection. 

On 18 June Task Force 3d Bn 503d Inf was relieved from A0 Coehise and became 
a part of Task Force South (first called Task Force Cleland) r under the operational 
control of I FFORCV and operating in AO Mr.Clwin on the southern border of II Corps 
around the Vietnamese village of BAY UIC. Elements of Task Force 1st Bn 503d Inf, 
continuing to operate in AE Mauflf, were also OPCONed to Task Force South, as were 
elements of the 101st Airborne Division. Task Force South, as of 31 July, remained 
wider the command of Colonel John R. Cleland, and continued- to be comprised pri- 
marily of the 3d Bn 503d Inf. 

In July Operation Coehise was a reprtltion of the latter part of June, with 
again the enemy avoiding contact with allied forces and presumedly remaining out 
of the Brigade TAOR, either having moved north or south as reported in June. The 
enemy was evidently not able to complete the lntegrationI*new replacement personnel 
into his various assigned and attached units or to re-supply and re-equip his 
earlier losses through the formation of a satisfactory logistics system. 

The primary Brigade elements operating In AO Coehise continued to be Task 
Force 2d Bn 503d Inf, Task Force 1st Bn (Mech) 50th Inf and 1st Bn 69th Armor. 
These units were strengthened with the arrival of MSF Companies 201, 209, 221 and 
222 on 15 July to assist and alleviate the void caused by the movement of the 3d 
Bn 503d Inf to BAI LOC and Task Force South. These four units were placed under 
the OPCON of the 173d Airborne Brigade for an unspecified period of time, and are 
based out of PLEKU and QUI N1I0N. They are under the command of US Amy Special 
Forces personnel. 

The largest single contact for the month of July occurred on 12 July at 1755 
hours at BR811692 whan LRP team Delta made contact with an estimated 15 VG/NVA. 
Team Delta employed SA fire, claymore mines and H-26 hand grenades against the 
enemy, the enemy responding with AK-47 and AK-50 fire and hand grenades. Qunships 
were called in and a r aetlonary force committed to support the contact. Contact 
was broken at 1825 hours and team Delta was extracted without incident. This con- 
tact resulted in one US WHA, 4 VC KIA (BC), 6 VC/NVA KIA (Poss) and 1 AK-47, 10 
pounds of miscellaneous equipment and ■£- pound of documents captured. 

Thus July ended as June had, with no major enemy contacts nor any immediate 
possibilities of such. The Brigade had perfomed well its mission in AO Coehise 
during the months of Nay, June and July. It had defeated the eneny and inflicted 
terrible personnel and equipment losses on his units. It insured that Highway 1 
remained open and accessible to both military and civilian vehicular traffic with- 
out Incident, allowing the Vietnamese citizen to continue to realize the economic 
and morale benefits derived from this vital span of transportation remaining open. 
It had continued with increasing responsibility its civic action program and its 
training program for Vietnamese RF/PF forces. The 173d Airborne Brigade had served 
veil. For a listing of enemy contact in AO QQgJj^se for the months of May, June and 
July, see Section III, Intelligence, 3<yn-mnmrfc CnTit«etn. 
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In June the enemy force was again evading contact. The largest sighting proved 
to be by LRP Team 15 at 0815 hours on 15 June, when, at CQ01U62, they sighted 30 
individuals with weapons and rucksacks. Alrstrikes were called in, but with unde- 
termined results. Other than this sighting, no contact was made with enemy elements 
comprised of more than five individuals. The enemy continued to avoid any contact. 

In Operation Balling II the month of July paralleled June's activities until 
the end of the month, when the enemy made use of sapper units in an attack on Tuy 
Hoa Air Force Base. On the 2d and 3d of July, LRP team 16 observed 25 and 23 in- 
dividuals moving In the open at BQ836783 and BQ849772. On both sightings artillery 
was immediately called in, and on the 2 July sighting, at 1500 hours, 4- VC/ftVA were 
killed (BC). On 3 July, at 0715 hours, 5 VC/lIVA were killed (Poss). The next day, 
U July, at 1830 hours, LRP Team 16, in an overnight observation post at BQ567754., 
again made contact with a small but unknown size enemy force; this contact result- 
ing in 1 VC/UVAKIA (BC). 

From the period of 5 July until 26 July, little significant activity took 
place in Operation ^gfllng 7T- Taslc Force 4th Bn 503d Inf, under the command of 
LTC David L. Buckner, who had assumed command on 1 February 1968, continued to per- 
form its mission of finding, .'ixing and destroying the enemy forces, but later in- 
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c. Qperfttion RniUny IT» In May the 173d Airborne Brigade (-), Task 
Force 4th Bn 503d Inf, continued Operation Boiling II in Phu Yen Province, with the 
continuing mission of locating and destroying the 95ih NVA Regiment, providing se- 
curity for the continuance of the all-important Vietnamese rice harvest (in conjunc- 
tion with the 28th ROK Regiment and the 47th ARVN Regiment), providing security for 
the 577th Engineer Battalion and 173d Engineer Company for their mission of con- 
struction and mine-sweeping along Highway 436 and Routes 68 and 2D, and constantly 
providing AO Boiling with an Infantry rapid-reaction company. The 4th Bn 503d Inf, 
in conjunction with elements of D Company 16th Armor, continued to conduct recon- 
naissance in force and search and destroy operations west of TUT HOA in efforts to 
locate and destroy enemy forces. 

But the eneny forces, after taking heavy casualties from US, ROK and ARVN com- 
bat operations in middle andlate April, were not easily located. As noted, the 
primary enemy oganlzation in AO Boiling continued to be elements of the 2£SU!X£ 
Regiment. On 2 May C Conpany 4th Bn 503d Inf, at 1005 hours at CQ006496, engaged 
a small size eneny reconnaissance patrol. Using SA, AW and claymores, Charley 
Company accounted for 7 VC KIA (BC), captured 4 Ak-47 and 3 SKS rifles, and had no 
friendly casualties. D Conqpany 16th Armor and the 577th Engineer Battalion, while 
continuing construction of a roadbed for Operation RH3UILDf on 8 May found 16 60nm 
mortar rounds in a canal in the vicinity of BQ955414, and destroyed the rounds in 
place. 

On 13 May, B Company, Task Force 4th Bn 503d Inf, at 1430 hours at BQ965555, 
spotted 2 VC/NVA moving in a westerly direction, engaged them with SA and M-79 
fire, killing 1 VC (BC) and capturing an AK-47 and a Mauser. Again on 15 May, B 
Company made contact with six or seven NVA in khaki uniforms at BQ933544 at 1230 
hours. One NVA was killed (BC), one NVA captured (POW), 12 pair of khakis, 25 
pa jama shirts, 45 pa jama pants, 20 nounds of rice and one hand grenade were also 
captured, with two US wounded in action. Later on the 15th, at 6Q889444 at 1845 
hours, A Company, Task Force 4th Ba 50>d Inf spotted and engaged 1 VC, killed the 
VC (BC) and csotured 1 M-2 carbine. Through the remainder of the month of May, 
Operation Boiling II. Task Force 4th Bn 503d Inf continued reconnaissance and force 
and search and destroy operations, finding enemy bunkers, both fresh andwell-used, 
several enemy rice caches and signs of recent movement, but the eneiqy was not to 
be found. 

and was again engulfed in attempting to re-form and re-supply his forces. 
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telllgence data revealed that the 95th NVA Regiment had been unable to rebuild Its 
fighting strength after its heavy losses, in the month of April and, due to steady 
and successful allied pressure on the regiment, had also been unable to re-develop 
a workable supply and logistics system. . 

Primarily for these reasons, the 95th NVA Regiment, in early and middle July, 
began to withdraw out of the TUY HOA City and the Boiling area of operations, mov- 
ing westward toward and presumedly into the Tri-Border Area, thus hoping to be able 
to re-equip Itself with greater ease with new replacement personnel and supplies 
prior to returning to the Boiling area of operation. The 95th NVA Racr^ent left 
one of its three infantry line battalions, the 6th Bn 95th NVA Ragimant. in the area 
to serve as a blocking force if needed. 

On 29 July at 0150 hours, at Tuy Hoa Air Force Base, an enemy sapper team was 
successful in Infiltrating the Air Force portion of the base perimeter defensive 
network end placing an estimated six demolition charges at various strategic areas 
inside TUY HOA Air Force Base Itself, On exploding,-'the se charges damaged two 
C-130 aircraft and one F-100 aircraft. In the eflsulng action following the ex- 
plosion, 6 VC were killed (BC) Insiclp the^efenslve perimeter of the Air Force 
Base, and two AR-^T's, two B-40 rockets, one 9mm postol and an assortment of hand 
grenades and explosives were captured. Helicopter gunships. Immediately in the 
air upon the explosions, accounted for another 3 VC kills (BC) at coordinates 
BQ195^)8. 

This attack emphasized again the increased emphasis that the eneiqy is placing 
on sapper-type activity as a prelude or part of the expected thlr^general offensive. 
For a description of sapper-units operational methods, see sib^-paragraph E, Section 
III, Intelligence. 

Thus, for the months of May, June and July, Task Force 4th Bn 503d Inf contin- 
uously carried out reconnaissance and force and search and destroyioperatlons in 
AO Boiling, but were faced with the task of locating and sustaining contact with 
an enemy who had no desire for either being located or entering contact. In addi- 
tion to its continuing field operations, the Uth Battalion and D Company, 16th    \' 
Armor continued to provide security for the omnipotent Vietnamesejrlce harvest, ^ • 
provided for the security of the 577th Engineer Battalion and the 173d Engineer 
Company for their construction and mine-sweeping missions along Highway iJd and 
Routes 68 and 2D as a part of Operation Rebuild, assisted the Air Force in defend- 
ing the perimeter of Tuy Hoa Air Force Base and provided »t all times an infantry 
line company for a ready-reaction force as needed. 

From 16 to 27 July, Task Force Uth Bn 503d Infantry conducted operations In 
AO Black, with negligible enemy contact. For significant contacts in the months 
of May, June and July in AO Boiling, see Section III, Intelligence: Operation 
Boning II. 

d. Operation UnlVari In May the 1st Bn 503d Inf continued to secure the 
Camp Radcliff/An Khe complex, secure and maintain for vehicular traffic Highway 19 
in the Tactical Area of Responsibility, conduct search and destroy, reconnaissance 
in force and cordon and search operations within AO WalkBr and to continue to sup- 
port revolutionary development projects. 

The continued presence of Task Force 1st Bn 503d Inf in AO Walker reflected 
a change in policy and desires by the Brigade, as previously infantry battalions 
had been rotated to Camp Radcllff and AO Walker monthly, but this policy was re- 
placed by the thought that each infantry battalion could better fulfill its mission 
by remaining in a particular area of operations for a longer period of time, thus 
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becoming more familiar with the specific area in regard to terrain and populace • 
The 173d Support Battalion (Airborne) continued to furnish guards and emergency 
support for the defense of Camp Radcliff. 

During the month of June, the Ist Bn 503d Inf again remained in AO Walker, 
The battalion, under the command of Major Raymond E, Gunderson, emnloyed company- 
size search and destroy operations, night ambushes. Joint US - ARVN operations, was 
again responsible for the security of the AO V/alker nortion of Highway 19 and con- 
stantly held one infantry company as the Brigade ready-reaction force. 

Contact with eneny forces was light during the month of June, involving for 
the moat part sniper fire and small, unsuccessful ambushes along Highway 19 by the 
enemy. At 2125 hovra on 17 June, Camp Radcliff reported receiving approximately 
fifty rounds of 82mm mortar fire, with minimum damage to the installation camp. 
Twelve US personnel were wounded. Enemy mortar positions were engaged by SA, M-79, 
mortar and artillery fire with unknown re stilts. It is felt that continued close 
coordination and combined US - ARVN operations, which proved to be successful, were 
instrumental in halting eneray incidents along the Camp Radcliff perimeter and AO 
w"1jTffT' as a whole. 

In July Task Force 1st Bn ^d Inf continued to perform its mission in AO 
Walker. The Quick Strike Battalion (temporary designation of the infantry bat- 
talion located at Camp Radcliff) mission continued to be the responsibility for 
the defense of Camp Radcliff, with assistance from the three Provisional Rifle 
Companies drawn from each of the major tenant units located at Ca"ip Radcliff: 173d 
Support Battalion (Airborne); rear elements of the 1st Air Cavalry Division and 
elements of the Qui Nhon Area Support Command. The 1st Bn 503d Inf also continued 
to staff the Camp Radcliff Tactical Operations Center and maintains a one infantry 
reaction force for any tactical emergency in either AO Wa^y or the Brigade TAOR. 
Two infantry companies continued to conduct reconnaissance in force missions in AO 
Walker and one infantry company continued tomaintaln the highway and bridge security 
of Highway 19, through the responsibility of checkpoints 18 (West of An Khe Pass) 
through 27 (east of Man Yang Pass). For results of contacts in AO Walker for the 
months of May, June and July, see Section 3, Intelligence, Significant Contacts. 

Intelligence as recorded in the previous reporting period indicated the enemy 
would launch «mother major offensive during the months of May, June or July in AO 
Walkey. These Intensified attacks were to come in the form of short but sharp mor- 
tar attacks against Camp Radcliff; increased harassament of vehicular traffic along 
Highway 19 and small, vicious ground attacks against isolated and vulnerable cheek- 
points and outposts. Such attacks were not launched; reasoning for their not being 
attempted can best be found in the continuance of a strong and successful revolu- 
tionary development program, the continuance of reconnaissance in force operations 
by Task Force 1st Bn 503d Inf and the continued strong rapport between US and ARVN 
forces. For a review of enemy capabilities in AO Wglkejr, refer to Section 3; In- 
telligence: Operation \blkfil* 

e.     Eniwnr «mil  BVIWIKIIT Cwlt.^a |g Qpomtloni 

(1)   Operation Cofihlaa: 

TC/NVA LOSSES MAY JUNE JULY TOTAL US LOSSES MAY JUNK JULY TOTAL 

KIA (EC) 370 22 22 AU KHA 58 11 11 80 

KIA (POSS)       16  26  18    60     WHA      322   62   76   460 
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YC/MVA tP^Sg MAY JUNE JULY TOTAL PS L0S3B3 m JUME JULy TOTAL 

Civil Defendents 225 78 76 379 MHA 2 0 0 2 

Ratunees 2 1 0 3 Non Battle 
Dead 1 2 1 4 

POW 12 4 
• 

11 27 Non Battle 
Injured u 5 6 25 

(2) Operation P91UM ?I» 

YCA1VAMSSES m JUME JULY TOTAL US LOSSES m JUNE JULY TOTAL 

KIA (BC) 18 22 20 60 KHA 1 2 0 3 

KIA (POSS) 4 1 5 10 WHA 10 23 1 34 

Ciril Defendents 0 6 12 18 MHA 0 0 0 0 

Returnees 0 1 0 1 Non Battle 
Dead 0 0 0 0 

POW 2 0 0 2 Non Battle 
Injured 3 2 3 8 

(3) ■UlVar» 

MAY 

70 

JUME 

5 

JULY 

9 

TOTAL 

84 

US LOSSES 

KHA 

m 
7 0 

JULY 

1 

TOTAL 

KIA (BC) 8 

KIA (POSS) 1 12 6 19 WHA 39 1 0 40 

Ciril Defendents 10 2 0 12 MHA 0 0 0 0 

Returnees 8 0 0 8 Non Battle 
Dead 0 0 0 0 

POW 1 0 0 1 Non Battle 
Injured 2 1 2 5 

f,     CnmhAt Sii ActlTlUfia; 

(1)    Ayiation Support:   The 173d Airborne Brigade Aviation Platoon 
(Casper), continued to support all combat operations during the months of May, June 
and July.   The statistical report of the Aviation Platoon's aotivlties for these 
three months is a follows: 

m 
SORTIES/MISSIONS 

JUNE 

SOHTIES/MISSIONS 

170             40 

flU 
SORTIES/MISSICNS 

Resupply 316 232 192             47 

Command/Control 553 115 414 161 381            151 

Reconnaissance 144 63 123 57 109            55 

Maintenance 30 15 32 11 30            14 
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IfflrlH na—i 

Administration 

Total hours flown 

OH-^A MISSIONS 

Comaand/Control 

Reconnaissance 

Maintenance 

Administration 

Total Hourn Flovm 

MI 
SORTIES/MISSIONS 

128     42 

483 

MAY 

SORTIES/MISSIONS 

37 1? 

294 149 

15 4 

16 4 

246 

■TONE 

SORCTfig/WftW 

112 36 

445 

.TONE 

SORTIES/MISSIONS 

20     15 

354    143 

22     4 

44    11 

15 August 1968 

JULY 

MMM— 
109    38 

436 

JULY 

SORTIES/MISSIONS 

18     12 

219    109 

16     .5 

15     4 

206 

(2) N&vl Giinfirw Snppor^t Additional artillery support was provided 
from United States Navy destroyers on-station with either two or three twin-mounted 
5" guns. The destroyers and their on-station sequence for the period May-July is 
reported as follows: 

DATE 

1-6 May 

6-14 May 

17-25 May 

31 May-5 June 

6-7 June 

20-27 June 

28 June-7 July 

11-14 July 

17-20 July 

DESTROYER 

USS Fletcher 

USS Epperson 

USS Fletcher 

USS Mansfield 

USS John A. Bole 

USS Mullany 

USS Canonade 

USS Buckley 

USS Clarion River 

Naval gunfire liaison was provided by Sub Unit One, First ANGLICO, composed 
of Navy and Marine personnel. 
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5,    Trainingi 

a. During the reporting period the 173d Airborne Brigade continued to 
conduct Jungle warfare training of newly arrived replacementa. A breakdown of per- 
sonnel trained by month follows s 

(1) Meyi 

(a) Personnel assigned to the 173d Airborne Brigade« 31 Offi- 
cers and 793 Enlisted Men. 

(b) Personnel not assigned to the 173d Airborne Brigade: U 
Officers and 140 Enlisted Men. 

(2) June« 

(a) Personnel assigned to the 173d Airborne Brigades    28 Offi- 
cers and 683 Enlisted Men. 

(b) Personnel Dot assigned to the 173d Airborne Brigades    10 
Officers and 137 Enlisted Men. 

(3) July« 

(a) Personnel assigned to the 173d Airborne Brigade: 18 Offi- 
cers and 681 Enlisted Men. 

(b) Personnel not assigned to the 173d Airborne Brigades A 
Officers and 95 Enlisted Man. 

b. Indigenous personnel trained during this period were as follows« 

(1) ARVN - 143 

(2) Montagnards - 60 

(3) HP/PF - 40 

c. The 173d Airborne Brigade Jungle School training schedule is Included 
as Inclosure 4* 
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6.     P—Wrt>.»<««l   Qj-vmtAcm* m*A Girl*  Afttio« 

a. Ifeit 

(1) Generali Cirle Action and Psychological Operation» continued to 
increase in aeope and quantity for the month of Key. OellTexy of food and building 
materials increased by 1005t fro« the last reporting period. Three additional sites 
for MEDCAP were added during the month of May, resulting in an increase in May of 
3,869 patients over the month of April. 

(2) Coordination with local GVN, ARVN, and MACV/CORDS personnel con- 
tinued on a daily basis to inprove cominity relations between local populace and 
the 173d Airborne Brigade. 

(3) Ciric Actions 

(a) MEDCAP:    7,588 patients treated. 

(b) Community Relations: 

X»   The items listed below were distributed to local orphan- 
ages, refugee camps, villages end schools: 

A* 'cod: 13f379 lbs. 

fc. Clothing:   2,000 lbs. 

£. Lumber:    130,560 board feet. 

A. Captured Rice Distributed:    25.64 tons. 

A.    Construction Material:    125 bags of cement, 60 lbs 
of naMs, 12 rolls barbwlre, 60 six foot steel pickets, and 224 feet of steel cul- 
vert. 

X.    Health Items:   350 bars of soap and 400 lbs lice 
powder. 

(4) Psychological Operations: 

(a) 9,651,000 Chieu Hoi, safe conduct leaflets were delivered 
by air in A0 fififilllaa, Walker and BolUnir. 

(b) 174 loudspeaker missions totaling 85 hours and 40 minutes 
were broadcast in conjunction with combat operations. 

b. jjiaa' 

(1) General:    The 173d Airborne Brigade continued on an aggressive 
civic action and psychological operations program during the month of June. 

(2) Civic Action: 

(a) MEDCAP:    4,152 patients treated. 

(b) Community Relations: 
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1. The following commodities were distributed to schools, 
hospitals, refugee camps and District Headiuarters in Hoai Nhon, Hoai An and Phi My 
Districtsi 

A. Food:    9,550 lbs. 

b. Lumber: 72,0^5 board feet. 

c. Rice: 1-J- tons. 

d. Tint 230 sheets. 

Ä. Cement: 9,000 lbs. 

f. Tents. 9 GP umall, 9 CIP medium, 

2. 20,000 $VN were spent for the Bong Son High School for 
purchases of school supplies. 

c. July: 

(1) General: The 173d Airborne Brigade once again continued an ag- 
gressive civic action and psychological operations program during the month of July. 
Civic actions and psychological operations have continued to increase in both scope 
and quantity. 

(2) Civic Actions: 

(a) MEDCAP: 103 MEDCAP's conducted, during which 4,555 patients 
were treated. 

18,^00 lbs. 

(b) Comunity Relations: 

1. Donations to local villages and orphanages: Food Stuffs: 

2. Assistance given towards rural development includes the 
start of construction on the Market Place Road, Bong Son, and the distributing of 
15,800 pounds of cement, 75 sheets of tin and 37,465 board feet of lumber to areas 
within Hoai Nhon and Hoai An Districts< 

(c) Psychological Uper, tiona: 

1. 2,796,000 leaflets dropped. 

g.   39 hours of loudspeaker missions. 

2. Psychological Operations-Field Team 6, LZ English, con- 
ducted 16 hours of ground and speaker operations. Four hours of airborne speaker 
operations were "quick reaction" missions supporting combat operations. 
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7. LogiatlCB; During the reporting period, the Brigade's capabilities have 
been required to be continuously split three ways and furnish logistical support 
to the BONG SON area, the AN KHE area and the TUY HOA area. The BAG LOG area is 
supported by task force from Gam Ranh Bay Support Command (as noted). The logis- 
tical postura continues to remain excellent. Tactical operations were supported 
by land and air lines of supply. A logistical sumary by classes of supply is 
furnished by month in Inclosure 3. 

CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 
AVBE-SC/HHD 15 August 1968 
SUBJECTS    Operational Report Lessons Learned 

a. Gunaml ; 

(1) May:   The Brigade posture is somewhat below that of the last re- 
porting period; line battalions are short an average of 22 EM per battalion.    Major 
shortages, as of 31 May 1968 are as follows: 

UNIT a4 SHORTAGE 

1st Bn, 503d Inf 43 

2d Bn, 503d Inf 45 

4th Bn, 503d Inf 62 

3d Bn, 319th Arty 7 

Overall the Brigade is over 186 EM. Data on individual MOS shortages is not avail- 
able. Casualty fill action is still being made from an airborne pool that is main- 
tained at 22d Replacement Battalion and 90th Replacement Battalion. Throe infusion 
programs being completed are as follows: 

(a) 38 out of 100 IM (E1-E7) have been assigned to the 3d Bat- 
talion, 503d Infantry from the replacement stream. Target date for completion is 
30 June 1968. 

(b) The Infusion of 101st Airborne Division personnel with the 
1st Battalion, 50th Infantry (Meeh) is almost completed. 37 EM are due to report 
for out processing on 12 June 1968 for assignment to the 101st Airborne Division. 

(c) 82 EM from the 101st Airborne Division are expected to in- 
fuse into the 3d Battalion, 319th Artillery on 10 June 1968. 

(2) June:   The Brigade posture is excellent at this time.    Line bat- 
talions are at or above authorized strength with the single exception of the 3d 
Battalion, 319th Artillery.    The 3d Battalion, 319th Artillery has increased in 
authorized strength during the month due to the creation of Battery D.    Originally 
82 EM were to be levied from the 101st Airborne Division to help fill the 3/3l9th. 
This requirement, however, was changed to 56 EM.    A total of 38 replacements ar- 
rived from the 101st Airborne Division on 1 July 1968.   Telephone contact was made 
with the 101st AG, WO Dupree,  concerning the remaining 18 personnel.    Information 
furnished was. that th 'se personnel will be shipped as soon as they arrive from the 
field and are cleared.   Target date for arrival is 15 July 1968.    Overall the Bri- 
gade is over 318 EM.    Data on Individual MOS shortages is not available at this 
time.    CW2 Nnrthe, Brigade Personnel Management Officer, is presently visiting 
USARV Headquarters to realign Brigade figures in order to report a meaningful pic- 
ture of critical MOS shortages, 

(3) July:   The Brigade posture is excellent at this time.    Line Bat- 
talions and assigned units are all at or above authorized strength.    Overall, the 
Brigade is over 900 EM, 

b. Pereomel: 

(l)    The strength of the Brigade as of the last day of each month 
is as follows: 
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(«) May. 

fiEE a 
Author!led 370 34 

Assigned 397 38 

PDI 328 34 

(b) Junet 

m B 
Authorised 381 35 

Assigned 402 40 

PDI 345 34 

(c) Julys 

SEE ■ 
Authorised 381 35 

Assigned 406 38 

PDI 351 36 

15 August 1968 

6281 

6128 

6012 

6364 

6517 

6060 

6364 

mm 
6492 

(2) Losses and gains by month wbre as follows t 

(a) May: 

1. Losses: 

m 
6685 

6563 

6374 

6786 

6959 

6439 

AS£ 

6780 

7413 

6879 

m WO ■ 
KHA 6 0 53 

WHA 17 2 351 

MHA 0 0 4 

DEEDS & EIS M ia £32 

TOTAL 81 

£. Gains: 

OFF 

12 947 

Reassignment Gains 

(b) 

71 

June: 

1. Losses: 

ii 787 

59 

370 

4 

ttZ 

1040 

86? 
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OFF m ■ AGG 

KHA 1 0 26 27 

WHA 9 5 421 435 

MhA 0 0 9 9 

DEROS & ETS 21 Q 225 116 

TOTAL 31 

g.    Gainsi 

5 751 787 

OFF wo EM &£ 

Reassignment Gains 80 7 933 1020 

Hosp. Returnees -a Ü 232 -m 
TCiAL 88 7 •i230 1325 

(c) Julys 

J.. Losses: 

OFF WO EM AGG 

KHA o o 15 15 

WHA 3 2 324 329 

MHA 0 0 '•5 15 

DEROS & ETS 22 5 326 &lfl 

TOTAL 32 

2. Gains: 

7 730 769 

OFF WO m MB 
Reassignment Gains 47 2 918 967 

Hosp. Returnees -2 1 22S 222 

TOTAL 50 3 1153 1206 

(3) Key Personnel Losses and Gains: Key personnel losses and gains, 
to Include principal heads of staff sections, special staff sections, and battal- 
ion connanders were: 

(a) May: 

LOSSES 

MaJ Byrne - Bde AG 

GAINS 

Col Kants - Bde Dep Cndr 
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LOSSES 

Maj Keyes - Bde 10 

MaJ Peters - Asst Bde Chaplain 

Maj Waterman - 172d MI 

MaJ Parson - Bde PN 

MaJ Scott - Bde S.4 

(b) June« 

LOSSES 

LTC Bertholf - CO, l/50th Inf 

LTC Meese - Bde S-3 

MaJ Musil - Bde SJA 

(0) Julys 

LOSSES 

LTC Johnson - Bde XO 

LTC Weislnger - CO Spt Bn 

15 August 1968 

OAIWS 

LTC Sohnoor - Bde S-3 

MaJ Crouch - IMe AG 

GAINS 

LTC Carter - CO, l/50th Inf 

MaJ Ray - Bde SJA 

Maj Schndd - Bde Eng 

GAINS 

Col Delanater - Bde Dep Omdr 

LTC Angel - CO, Spt Bn 

LTC Williams - Bde Chaplain 

LTC Weylnnd - CO, A/503d Inf 

MaJ Nicholson - Bde S-3 

(U)    Awards and Decorations!   There were a total of 3,065 awards for 
valor and meritorious service during the reporting period.    A breakdown follows. 

APPROVED AWARPS AND DECORATIONS 

May Jmw July 

Distinguished Service Cross 1 2 0 

Silver Star 7 13 6 

Legion of Merit 5 5 2 

Soldier's Medal 0 2 0 

Bronze Star Medal (Valor) 91 67 49 

Bronze Star Medal (Merit/Achievement) 222 180 200 

Air Medal (Valor) 4 0 2 

Air Medal (Service) 159 534 377 
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Max June July 

53 60 29 

172 1U 236 

-51 2Q* m 
765 1212 1088 

AVBE^C/MHD 
SUBJECT t Operational Report Lea sons Leaned 

Army Commendation Medal (Valor) 

Army Commendation Medal (Merit/Achievement) 

Purple Heart 

TOTAL 

0. Diaelp-HiMif La« «nd Qrdar 

(1) The discipline in the Brigade has been good during this report- 
ing period. In addition to the activities listed below, the SJA section gave 26 
commander briefings; legal instruction to over 2200 replacement personnel; re- 
viewed 57 reports of survey; and 20 CID investigations. The stockade population 
for the Brigade as of the end of July was 21 personnel, one of these was pre-trial 
confinement and 20 as a result of post-trial confinement. 

(2) Legal assistance was rendered to 857 personnel. This includes 
Brigade and non-Brigade personnel. 

(3) Article 15 and non-Judicial punishment involved 511 cases. Fol- 
lowing is a breakdown of personnel punished during this quarter: 

(a) E-4 and below - 426 

(b) E-5 and above - 94 

(c) Officers - 4 

(4) Military Justice t The following is a breakdown of the type of 
courtmartial cases for the Brigade during this reporting period i 

(a) General - 2 

(b) Special - 43 

(c) Summary - 8 

(5) Claims Processed: The following is a breakdown of the types of 
claims processed for the Brigade during this quarter: 

(a) AR 27-20 (Foreign Claims) - 99 

(b) AR 27-29 (Personnel Property Claims) - 94 

(o) MACV 25-5 (Solatium) - 48 

d. Dn^lonmant Mid Malntanane* of Moral« I 

(1) Morale within the Brigade remained excellent due to increased 
and improved services and facilities. 

(2) Finance: The Brigade Finance Section (Coatpany "A", Administra- 
tion) continued to provide financial support throughout the reporting period. 
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Newly arrived replacements were aade aware of the Soldiers Saving Program and the 
various allotments available to them through orientations and various newsletters. 
The total payments and pay complaints processed and made during this reporting 
period were as follows! 

(a) Regular monthly payments - 21,037 

(b) Partial payments made - 11,212 

(c) Travel vouchers paid - 3,533 

(d) Pay complaints processed - 212 

(3) Chaplain: 

(a) General: During the reporting period religious activities 
were widespread with relatively good coverage of all units in the Brigade. The 
places in which these activities occurred were base camps, areas of operations, 
check points, observation points, and hospitals. They occurred on group and in- 
dividual levels. 

(b) Total services conducted and attendance were as follows: 

1.   Protestant: NU^fiP ATTKMDANCE 

603 11,790 

£,    Catholic: NIDCER 

4M 

ATIEND^NCE 

9,089 

(1)    Postal Services: 

(a) General: Postal services were good with incoming mall 
being received on 91 out of 92 days. The average days in transmission from San 
Francisco to actual recipient at field locations was 7 days. Outgoing mall was 
dispatched on 92 out of 92 days. The average transmission of mail from sender 
to the APO in San Francisco was 5 days. 

(b) Mail Processed (pounds). 

1. May: 

A. Received - 66,069 lbs - Dally average - 3,303 lbs. 

£. Dispatched - 25,5U lbs - Dally average - 852 lbs. 

2. June: 

A. Received - 66,922 lbs - Dally average - 2,230 lbs. 

£. Dispatched - 29,M6 lbs - Dally average - 981 lbs. 

!• July: 

a. Received - 82,922 lbs - Daily average - 2,766 lbs. 
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b. Dispatched - 32,619 lbs - Daily average - 1,052 lbs. 

(c) Total amount of acne/ orders sold: 

I. May - $155,925.25 

£. June - $337,474.74 

i. July - $236,087.60 

(d) The total amount of postage and parcel post fees was as 
follows: 

1. May - $5,229.00 

g.   June - $4,620.00 

i. July - $5,560.00 

(2)    Special Services Activities: 

(a) May: 

1. General: The Special Services Program continued during 
May with R & R being the main attraction. 

2. There were no USO shows during the month of May. 

2. Number of R & R's: 

A. In-Countrys Allocated, 100 - Used, 105. 

b. Out-of-Countryt Allocated, 392 - Used, 439. 

4. There were a total of 98 films shown during this month. 

(b) June: 

J.. General: The month was highlighted with the acquisi- 
tion of a showmobile. The equipment Includes a l600 square foot stage, lighting, 
and public address system. R & R continued to be a main attraction. 

g.    There were 3 USO shows during this month with an esti- 
mated attendance of 1,650. 

2. Number of R & R's: 

A. In-Country: Allocated, 110 - Used, 132. 

b. Out-of-Country: Allocated, 386 - Used, 384. 

4. There were a total of 99 films shown during this month. 

(c) July: 

1.    General:    Recent acquisition of musical instruments 
has started a Brigade jearch for personnel to play in a Brigade band.    R & R re- 
mained the Special Services Main attraction. 

49 

CONFIDENTIAL 



145 enemy dead. 

£. A battle 30 miles north of Qul Nhon resulting in 47 
North Vietnamese dead. 

c. Elements of the 173d Airborne Brigade discovering part 
of an NVA division headquarters 17 miles northeast of An Khe. 
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g.   There were no USO shows dur to a shortage of USO shows 
in Vietnam during July, 

2. Number of R & R's: 

A«    In-Country:    Allocated, 140 - Used,  142. 

t.    Out-of-Country:   Allocated, 511 - Used, 553 

4>    There were a total of 161 films shown during this month. 

(3)    Public Information Office Activities: 

(a)    May: 

1. General: The 173d Airborne Brigade Information Office 
has launched an ambitious Home Town News Release Program, increasing monthly output 
by 700 per cent. The Information Office has initiated the publication of a bi- 
weekly newspaper titled "Fire Base 173". Total output of the Information Office has 
more than doubled. 

2. Significant coverage was allotted to: 

A. A two-day battle on the Bong Son Plains resulting in 

I d. The Ist Battalion, 50th (Mech) Infantry awarded the 
right to wear the patch of the ROK (Republic of Korea) Tiger Division, for its part 
in Operation Vulture. 

£. Information activities were as follows: 

A* News releases        109 

b. Press visits 2 

c. Press aceomodations 2 

<|. Home town releases 603 

£. Home town tapes        11 

£,    Home town pictures      58 

(b) June: 

1.    General:    The 173d Airborne Brigade Information Office 
continued to increase its production during the month.    Completion of a command 
information regulation and new internal SOP enhanced operations.    Also, a new pub- 
lic information regulation is being staffed.    A new hometown news release program 
gives more adequate coverage of awards. 
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Brigade. 

g.   Significant coverage was allotted tot 

A.    Gifts to Bong Son children by paratroopers of the 

b. The 173d Engineer Comrany being awarded the Itschner 
Plaque, highest award glvtn to engineer units throughout the world. 

c. The 173d Airborne Brigade celebrating its 5th anni- 
versary on 25 June 1968. 

d. Sky Soldiers sink sampans In the South China Sea. 

2.    Information activities were as follows: 

2. News releases 139 

b. Press visits 0 

c. Press accomodations 0 

d« Home town releases 782 

2. Home town tapes 15 

f. Home town pictures 88 

(c)    July: 

X,    General: The 173d Airborne Brigade Information Office 
Is making provisicas to Include six color pages in the next quarterly publication, 
"Sky Soldiers". Previously the magazine has been done in black and white. Coor- 
dination with the 221st Signal Laboratory has given the information office the 
capability of producing greater photo coverage of combat and civic action opera- 
tions. 

g.   Significant coverage was allotted to: 

4. Operation Boiling Picture Story. 

b. A successful LRRP ambush. 

c. E Troop, 17th Cavalry Picture Story. 

i.    Launching of RF/PF Leadership School sponsored by 
the 173d Airborne Brigade. 

£. Rebuilding of a village. 

2. Information activities were as follows: 

ft. News releases 150 

12. Press visits 1 

c. Press accomodations      1 
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fl. Rone town relaR«««'     639 

£. Hone town tap« 1 

£. Hone town p- ^-«a      39 
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15 August 1968 

9. Ch^iMwl Onarationat The 51 st Chemical Detachment of the 173d Airborne 
Brigade provided chemical support on a standby basis whenever requested by elements 
of the Brigade. The following missions were accomplished; 

a. Herbicide Missions» 

DATE MpTHOfi AREA TARGET SORTIES AMOUNT 

11 May 68 CH-47 with 
600 Gal 
Bladder 

QL 7B 
AO Boiling 

Ambush Sites 2 13 Barrels 
WHITE 
1000 Gal 
Sprayed 

12 May 68 CH-47 with 
600 Gal 
Bladder 

QL 7B 
AC Boiling 

Ambush Sites 1 9 Barrels 
WHITE 

20 May 68 UH.1D LZ UpUft Perimeter 2 2 Barrels 
ORANGE 

22 May 68 UH-1D LZ Gemnimo Perimeter 2 2 Barrels 
BLUE 

22 June 68 UH-1D with 
Jerryrig 

LZ Uplift Perimeter 2 110 Gal 
BLUE 

24 June 68 UH-1D with 
Jerryrig 

An Khe Green Line 8 440 Gal 
BLUE 

25 June 68 ÜH-1D with 
Jerryrig 

An Khe Hong Con Mtn 
Sig Installa- 
tion 

1 55 Gal 
ORANGE 

26 June 68 PA&E Fire 
Trunk 

An Khe Green Line 1 110 Gal 
BLUE 
740 Gal 
Water 

27 June 68 PA&E Fire 
Truck 

An Khe Green Line 1 110 Gal 
BLUE 
740 Gal 
Water 

27 June 68 UH-1D An Khe Green Line 4 220 Gal 
BLUE 

4 July 68 ÜH-1D with 
Jerryrig 

FSB Tatar Draw Used 
as Approach 

2 110 Gal 
BLUE 

15 July 68 UH-1D with 
Jerryrig 

AO Boiling 
Vie uong 
Trei and 
FSB Natalie 

VC Rice Paddies 2 80 Gal 
BLUE 

28 July 68 UH-1D with 
Jerryrig 

FSB Hawaii 
and Area 
West of LZ 
English 

Perimeter of 
FSB and 45 VC 
Rice Paddies 

2 55 Gal 
BLUE 
55 Gal 
ORANGE 
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b. Riot Control Agent OS: 

(1) On 11 May 1968, a CS bag drop was conducted to deny terrain to the 
enemy vie BR 830704 to BR 8067. Sixty bags of CS1 were dropped near LZ Fony. 

(2) On 12 May 1968, 50 bags of CS1 were dropped vie BR 8^84, BR 8584, 
BR 8583 from a UH-1D to deny terrain to the enemy. 

(3) On 16 May 1968, 50 bags of CS1 were dropped vie BR 827790 to BR 
823783 to deny access to draws used as routes of escape to the populated valleys. 

U) On 17 May 1968, 50 bags of CS1 were dropped vie BR 795S08 to BR 
800815. 

(5) On 21 May 1968, 50 bags of C51 were dropped vie BR 770793 to BR 
778795 to deny terrain to the enemy. 

(6) On 25 May 1968, three E-158,s were dropped vie BR 905769 to root 
enemy out of suspected locations. Negative results were found by l/50th Mechanized 
Infantry. 

(7) On 8 June 1968, 400 pounds of CS1 were dispersed using an M-5 
I riot control agent dispenser in a DH-1D helicopter vie An Khe. The agent was used 

to deny draws and ambush sites to the enemy along QL 19. 

(8) On 14-16 June 1968, 100 pounds of CS1 were dispersed vie BQ 949645 
to flush out tunnels. 

(9) On 30 July 1968, a three man tunnel team from the 51st Chemical 
Detachment placed 232 pounds of CS1 In caverns discovered by A Company, l/593d 
Infantry, vie BR 745645. 

c. Personnel Detector Program: 

(1) One MPD operator from the 51st Chemical Detachment supported the 
l/503d Infantry in AO Walker, flying 40 missions and a total of 46 5/6 hours during 
May, June and July 1968. 

(2) One MPD operator of the 51st Chemical Detschment supported the 
4/503d Infantry in AO Boiling flying 52 missions and a total of 102 hours during 
May, June and July 1968. 

(3) One APD operator from the 51 st Chemical Detachment supnorted the 
Task Force 173d Airborne Brigade In AO Cochise flying 80 missions and a total of 
1l8 2/3 hours during May, June and July 1968. 

(4) One 2 hour mission was flown for the ROK's on 25 May 1968. 

(5) On 15 May «»68, the APD aircraft received fire vie BR 849862 after 
particularly heavy readings. In excess of 50 NVA/VC were spotted; air strikes and 
a ground assault followed. Approximately 100 bunkers were found, indicating a regi- 
mental headquarters was present. 

(6) On 2 June 1968, vie BS 756213, heavy reading were recorded by the 
APD and 25-30 NVA/VC were sighted. The targets were fired on by the mini-Cav and 
airstrikes with undetermined enemy casualties. 
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(7) On 16 Juaa 1968, tha Snoopy aircraft at LZ Ingllah was flying vie 
Suoi Kon River when it took one hit at BR 590699 and 30-40 rounds of fire at BR 
943842 after receiving heavy readings.   Ounahips and airstrikas were called with 
undetermined results. 

(8) The MPD aircraft at LZ English detected whet appeared to be a 
trail pattern on 23 July 1968.    A LRRP teem was inserted and counted at least 68 
VC going into a village. 
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10.     nnm^n^  113  ,  AHVM QpAfntinn« Anrt TruHniny. 

a. Combined Oueratlffnqt The 173d Airborne Brigade has continued to In- 
crease Its use of the combined ARVN - US combat operation, the purpose being to fur- 
ther assist the ARVN and their territorial forces to attain a higher level of com- 
bat effectiveness, to Increase the Government of South Vietnam's continued progress 
In rural pacification, revolutionary development, to continue the defeat of VC/NVA 
forces, to Increase the security of various Government of Vietnam programs and to 
make more available to ARVN Forces US equipment and logistics support. In the area 
of combined operations, a total of 23 were conducted. During one, the US and ARVN 
CP's were oo-located. This combining of CP's proved to be most effective and en- 
lightening for both AKVN and US personnel, as each was afforded the onnortunlty to 
observe, question and benefit from this combination. Thuo, in future operations, 
more auch combined CP's aro to be er.tahlished. The following combined operations 
are reported, by battalion, for the tionth of July 1968; 

(1) lat. RAtt.AM0nf jQjj Infantry! In A0 UfllKfir. Task Force 1st Bn 
503d Inf conducted nine combined operations totaling twenty-two operational days 
ranging from combined squad level ambush operations through nlatoon level, with 
multi-platoon operations consisting of one US platoon, one PF nlatoon and one US 
tank platoon. In addition, on 27 July 1968 the 108th RF Company, with one squad 
from D Company 1st Bn 503d Inf and the scout section of 1st Bn 69th Armor, conducted 
combined operations southwest of LZ Schuller. 

(2) 9H RBttBHon. «in-M TnfW.rvt The 2d Bn, operating in AO Cochlse. 
conducted twelve days of combined training with elements of the ^th ARVN Regiment. 
Subjects included In instruction were: First aid, ambush and counter-ambush tech- 
niques. Also, Task Force 2d Bn 503d Inf, with assistance from the 173d Engineers, 
Improved the firing range at LZ Dog, facilitating the combined classes held there. 

(3) Ath Battalion,, «irnd Infaptry; Operations In AO Boiling, the ^th 
Bn conducted combined operations with the /^th Infantry Regiment and Phu Yen RF 
units. From 19 July and continuing as this reporting period ended a tri-country 
combined operation was being conducted with Task Force 4th Bn 503d Inf, 3d Bn 4.7th 
ARVN, and elements of the 9th ROK Infantry Division. D Comnany, 16th Armor also 
conducted combined training and operations with elements of the 47th ARVN Regiment. 
Task Force 4th Bn 50>d Inf has integrated their Long Range Patrols, utilizing two 
ARVN and four US personnel per team, with good results forthcoming. SITREP, INSTUM 
and daily liaison has been effected between the 47th ARVN Regiment, Task Force 4th 
Bn 503d Inf and the 173d Airborne Brigade. This continues to prove to be mutually 
advantageous for all concerned elements. 

(4) Ist Battalion (MBf.hnnW.P^, «inth InfAntrvt  Ooerating In AO 
Cochlse. Task Force 1st Bn (Mech) 50th Inf held six combined operations with ele- 
ments of the 40th and 41st Infantry Regiments. From 3 to 7 and from 26 to 31 July 
the 1st Bn 41st Infantry and 1st Bn (Mech) 50th Inf conducted operations in the 
upper Soul Co Valley. One-day operations were conducted on 13, 15, 17 and 19 July. 
During the 26 to 31 operation the CP's of the two battalions wer« co-located with 
favorable results, as previously mentioned. 

(5) ist. BflttaHnnr frjth Armnri Operating in AO Cochlse and AO fcUkU 
the 1st Bn 69th Armor conducted six combined reoonnaisnance in force operations and 
one combined cordon and search operation  One operation, on 8 July, with two RF 
platoons, two PF platoons, and Task Force Ist Bn 69th Armor, resulted in two VC KIA 
(BC) and 1VC CIA. On 22 July, in Phu My District, a combined operation with two 
Task Force 1st Bn 69th Armor companies, one Ist (Mech) 50th Inf rifle comnany and 
one rifle comrany from the 40th ARVN Regiment was conducted. The RF/PF platoons 
and ARVN platoons were found to bt enmuntable to these combined onernt^nns. To 
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Inuure rapid roaponse to ARVN requests for tank supnortlni» firen and to enhance 
arcirnaslve calls for fare a US personnel li nlncd down to ARVN level.    Theao oper- 
ations are proving to beneficial for both ARVN and US norsonnel. 

(6) 3d Battalion.  319th Artillervi    The 3d Bn 319th Arty has contin- 
ued throughout the past month to c'Ordinate all artillery fire within thn AO with 
ARVN units.    This is in the form of passing information on all fire missions between 
the Battalion FDC and the Battalion Liaison Section, located with the /»Oth AWU 
Regiment, and also to RF/PF units under the control of the AOth ARVN Regiment,    All 
ARVN  requests for US artillery which originate within the ^nth ARVN Regiment are 
panned from the Battalion Liaison Team to the Batt/il'on FDC, then to US firing unitn 
in theform of a call for fire.    US advisors call directly for fire to the Battalion 
FDC.    All advisors have Battalion FDC radio frequencies and are aware of the loca- 
tion of US artillery in support of them.    Likewise, the Battalion FDC is infonned 
of ARVN operationE, and posts operations on the artillery situation map in the 1 at- 
tallon FDC. Daily liaison visits continue, with the results being faster clearance 
of US artlll?ry la supnort of ARVN unlt-j. 

The 3d Bn 319th Artillery has also been instrumental in providing Fü's for 
^Oth ARVN operations.    While the Battalion has not always been able to provide FO's 
from its own re.cerves, coordination with the Alst Artillery group has resulted in 
the obtaining of FO's from General Support Artillery.    In AO Bollingf the F3CC, 
6-32d Artillery performs the fire supnort coordination tasks as outlined above. 

(7) Aviation Support:    Of significant importance is the rendering of 
aviation suprort to ARVN units.    During July, a Command and Control ship was pro- 
vided to the 22d ARVN Division for a total of nineteen days.    Also during July six- 
teen combat assaults,  involving 3,4-00 troops, were conducted.    Similar support was 
rendered to CSF, ICF and RF/PF units.    During these actions gunship support was 
provided with combat assaults and all reports of contact. 

(8)    Civil Affairs and Psvchnloyiniil Oneratlona!    To assist the Govern- 
ment of South Vietnam in their efforts in rural development and pacification an in- 
creased emphasis has been placed on civil affairs and psychological operations at 
Brigade and Battalion level.    Coordination between the Brigade and Battalion S-5's 
and their sector and sub-sector counterparts are coordinated to increase the capa- 
bilities of both and to insure complimentary pro.-rams.    Particular attention has 
been paid to expanding the following activities: 

as the goal. 

(a) Development of the town meeting, where US and sub-sector 
personnel, personnel from the Vietnamese Information Service and the hamlet chiefs 
present a brief outline of Government of South Vietnam goals and capabilities to 
village personnel. Following, a question and answer period is initiated and the 
villagers, represented by village elders, are encourged to discuss problems they 
are encountering. Corrective action is then programmed, with rapid responsiveness 

(b) Increased emphasis has been placed on logistical supnort 
provided to rural development and CORDS projects in process. An example is the 
re-building of the Bong Son market place, as well as the distribution of construc- 
tion supplies to other projects. 

(c) The distribution of commodities to orphanages, hospitals 
and schools, as well as the MEDCAP program, has been a continuing program. For a 
breakdown of psychological operation and civil affairs programs for the quarter, 
refer to Section VI, Psychological Operations and Civ Action, page 40. 

(9) Other Actlvltlfls! In addition, continuous operations are being 
conducted with Mobile Strike Force (>*5F) and Camp Strike Force (CSF) elements. 
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During all operations artillery, aviation and TAG air supnort is coordinated and 
la provided on request. The continuous operations of CSF elements from Ha Tay CIDG 
Camp are also coordlnatrd and In'egrated into the ovi rail ncheme of maneuver with 
artillery and aviation aup^ort. The Vletnamerje CSF at Plnh T uan conductod a »even 
day combined operation with Brigade elements during July and a BrlRarte forward ob- 
server and liaison team were provided to facilitate needed fire sup-iort. Task 
Force 4th Bn 503d Inf coordinates the ettort-. of the Cung 'Ion CIDG Camp in Phy Yen 
Province and continues to nrovlde fire ;v pnort nnd aviation assets, Also, a move- 
ment to improve the res-onsiveness of combat elements to requests for assistance 
from the throe province chiefs, the exchan'e of daily SITRKPS has been initintecl, 
SZTlBFi between this headqun-ters and the 22d Infantry Division are also be ng ex- 
chan,'ed on a dally basis. 

b. Training; The Brigade continues to ,put emhhaflia on the training of 
ARVN, Regional Force and Popular Force ner ^bnnel through various training ele- 
ments and training programs. A synopsis of these follows: 

(1) TV». HF/PF faylaaHj Sf-hnnl; The establishment of this school, 
utilizing tho facilities and the selected cadre of the Brigade Jungle School at 
An Khe, has already begun to realize benefits. With a POI covering thirteen train- 
ing days, the RF/PF Leadership School presents high-caliber instruction to 45 to 50 
RF/PF students from Blnh Dinh Province per cycle. The cycles are designer! to in- 
clude both officer and NGO personnel on the basis of one officer class to three 
NGO clasües. The first class, an officer class of 47, graduated 19 July, and the 
second class of 51 NCO's was ln-progress as tho reporting period ended. The school 
is operationally organized under the 173d Support Battalion (Airborne). 

(2) The Of flea of RF/PF Affair^: The establishment at Brigade level 
of an office of RF/PF Affairs, under the direction of a field-grade officer with 
the mission of coordinating and assisting the efforts of RF/PF project officers in 
each battalion and separate unit, has been of cortinued benefit. 

(3) Brigade Advisory Teama: As noted in Section IV, Combat Opera- 
tions, page 29, the Brigade has continued the auxiliary Mobile Assistance Teams. 
These teams have been expended to include a Mobile Maintenance Contact Team, con- 
sisting of specialists in weapons, vehicle and signal maintenance. The mission of 
this team is to provide advice and assistance to the sector and sub-sector main- 
tenance and repair personnel in their various shop locations. Positive results are 
being noted. 

(4) The RF/PF Aflairs Officer: At battalion and separate unit level 
an officer has been designated as RF/PF affairs officer. His mission is to know 
the companies and platoons, their mis-don, level of training and current esprit. 
Based on this information he is to design specific assistance programs to supple- 
ment the combined operations currently utilized in RF/PF affairs, Including such 
areas as instruction and assistance in village defense nnd the conducting of KSDCAPS 
for platoon members and their dependents. 

c. Iiie_Utlli*fltiPO.o£_IKil„CBrSQn!l_SP-CUt§: The Brigade "Kit Carson" scout 
program was fully implemented on 2A June 1968. Since this date, scouts have working 
at the company level, aiding the paratrooper with their intimate knowledge of the 
terrain and territory of operation, the various suspected and known enemy locations, 
and the enemy placement techniques of booby traps and explosive devices. The in- 
dividual infantryman, while hesitant on the the Kit Carson's program worthiness on 
incipiency, has been quick to grasp the value of theknowledge the Kit Carson scout 
possesses, and now regards the scout as an integral performer in his organization. 

At present, the Brigade employs a total of 84 scouts, the breakdown being! 
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1st Bn 503d Inf 16 

2d Bn 503d Inf 16 

4th Bn 503d Inf 26 

ist Bn (Meeb) 50th Inf 16 

1st Bn 69th Amor 6 

1-17th Cavalry 1 

HHC Brigade 3 

The Brigade S-5 holds primary staff responsibility for the scouts, assigning 
them to battalions and separate company level.    Their pay la 5,000 plasters per 
month, the total amount being drawn monthly from the Assistance in Kind Fund, 
Saigon. 
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II.    ConvM!'    '■ C^ervatict : and Reconmandatlonai 

During the operational period, various leaaona war« learned.    Thaa« laeson 
learned vere drnvn from all the operations which occurred during the period extend- 
ing froa 1 Mar 1968 through 31 July 1968. 

A.    Operations 

1. OBSERVATIONt    CHIEO HOI Program. 

EVALUATION;   When initiating an extensive «titft- KOI Prograa at known 
and suspected enemy forces a readily identifiable turn-in point must be «stabllshcd 

RECOMMENDATION;    The ChlfiU llOl turn-In point should be on a prominent 
terralr feature and visual aids such as sänke pots or aarker balloon.* phou'd be 
utilized. 

2. OBSERVATION;   Stay-Bahlnd Forces. 

EVALUATION;   When a battalion mover; out of a fire support base to an- 
other AO, a rifle platooa cLandestlnely remains In the vicinity of the old F5i   .>r 
several days.    This platoon establishes day and night ambushes and nenduets short 
patrols.   Successful rfsult3 hüvi  been noted with this type operation. 

MBSÄBLüSöfi«    !■ noted in evaluation. 

3. OBSKRVfTIU;   Evacuation of Captured Foodstuffs. 

LV.'.I.UMKli!   When on operations many units find l-rge food cachee, 
weighing lip to 5 or 10 tons,  filled with r.:ce and other foodstuffs. 

RECOMMENDATION; An individual work force can bo procured to evaluate 
the foodstuffs, thus releasing the tactical unit to continue operations. 

4. OBSERVATION; Processing Security Clearances. 

EVALUATION; Current requirements dictate that personnel in grade E-6 
and above have a minimum security clearance of interim secret. Due to operational 
commltmsnts, processing personnel for clearances is usually a slow process as per- 
sonnel are not readily available to complete the required forms. 

RECOMMENDATION;    Records of newly assigned personnel in grades E-6 and 
above should be screened prior to assignment to a unit and those personnel requiring 
clearances should be processed.    An opportune time for accomplishment of clearances 
would be while personnel are attending Jungle school at An Khe. 

5. OBSERVATION;   use of Waterproofing Material. 

EVALUATION;   The waterproof plastic sheets found in artillery and mor- 
tar packing cases may be used for preparing overlays and drops, as wall as for water- 
proofing bunkers and equipment. 

RECOMMBfDATION;    As noted in evaluation. 

6. OBSERVATI0M»   Booby Traps. 
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^VALUATION! In populated areas under VC/Mk  control or Influence booby 
traps are one of the main hazards to be encountered. They are often armed by old 
men, women or children who know the location of one booby trap and when told, will 
arm the device. Experience has shown that dud 105 rounds and M-26 hand grenades are 
most often used. A thin, transparent gut type line, which is extremely hard to see, 
is usually used as the trip wire. Trails and natuaral passages, areas of induced 
vegetation, or hedgerows are the most frequent booby trapped positions. 

RECOMMENDATION; Grappling hooks can safely clear a trail when employed. 
The best size is 8" long'and 6" in diameter with a 100" nylon parachute cord attached 
This will be small and light enough to be carried by troops in the field. 

A combined operation of infantry and armor can be useful in the populated flat- 
lands. Tanks or personnel carriers can break trails disclosing booby traps that 
would i.:Jure or kill men on the ground. The speed and mobility permit rapid changes 
of areas of operation so friendly troops can be displaced as often as necessary to 
avoid newly set booby traps. This does not give the local populous a warning, as do 
a slow moving infantry column, that friendly troops will be in the area, so booby 
traps can be set. 

7. OBSERVATIONS Hedgerows. 

EVALUATION; in lowland areas hedgerows exist in many areas even though 
not shewn on current maps. They provide excellent concealment for ambushes, caches 
and bunkers. A trench line or troop movement on the far side of a hedgerow from an 
observer is impossible to detect from the ground. 

RECOMMENDATION; An aerial observer can be of tremendous benefit to 
the ground commander when he is operating in this type of terrain. The observer's 
birds-eye view can see behind and beyond the hedgerow giving the ground commander 
a föel for the situation and, in case of an ambush, tell the commander where the 
enemy is and how he is moving. As the view of a forward observer is limited on the 
ground, here again the aerial observer can be of benefit as he can better observe 
the entire situation and more effectively place fire. Sometimes a shJ t of a hun- 
dred or so meters may brign the fire from the middle of a rice paddy to a useful 
target opportunity. 

The 81 nun mortar la effective In reconning hedgerows by fire as it can safely 
be called in closer to troops than can artillery. It also only needs the ground 
commanders clearance, thus the first round can be fired more quickly than any other 
type of fire supoort. 

The enemy will many times use the cover and concealment of hedgerows to snipe 
at friendly forces. With attention drawn to the front the enemy may try to slip 
to the flank where lesser attention is centered. A w«»dge formation has been ef- 
fective against this tactic due to its firepower and readily maneuverable 

8. OBSERVATION;    Reaction to Intelligence. 

EVALUATION; The enemy (VC/NVA), realizing our superiority of mobil- 
ity and surveillance capabilities, will seldom remain in one area for any length of 
time. He can be expected to move every couple of days, escecially in populated 
areas. 

RECOMMENDATION; Highly reliable or confirmed intelligence, B-2 rating, 
or sighting by Special Forces, should be reacted to immediately. Any delay will 
give the enemy a chance to move out of the area. 

9. OBSERVATION; Column Formation. 
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EVALUATION;    Thick terrain In Vietnam neoesaltatea a formation with 
as much control as possible while still maintaining platoon Integrity and permit- 
ting rapid deployment. 

RECOMMENDATION;    The colvrm form. Uon Is generally considered the best 
all around formation for   hick terrain.    The formation as diagrammed below allows 
great versatility and control and is easily formed into a perimeter. 

Lead I'lat 

Extra HQ 
Personnel   L 

D 
[ 
0 

Recon Sqd 

Lead Plat 
Sqd in Column 

HQ 
Cmd Group 

Leit Plat fl  f] Right Plat 

Jl  U sqd ^ ] 
Sqd in File y  y Sqd in File    Left Plat XS^    ^/Right Plat 

10. OBSERVATION; Selection of Laager Site. 

EVALUATION; When in an AO, Company size units are often given orders 
to establish laager sites on very high ground a lengthy distance from the previous 
evening's perimeter. This necessitates a company-size move with rucksacks over 
what is usually dense terrain. As a result, a day is spent with no opportunity 
to successfully search the low ground at the base of mountainous terrain where 
enemy activity is usually centered. The VC and NVA use streams as reference noints 
for their comrades to locate them and Join forces. Many contacts have been in 
easily accessible but canopy-ridden areas near low ground and, and if possible, 
close-by or on a readily available source of water. 

RECOMMENDATION; Most base areas and staging areas of concentrated 
groups of enemy forces are found on low ground near an available source of water; 
too much time is spent on moving to high ground on a route where contact with the 
enemy is unlikely. 

11. OBSERVATION; Resupply. 

EVALUATION; in recent operations an effort has been made to supply 
the Infantry company with 5 day subsistence capability. Observance of helicopter 
resupply orbiting and landing in a friendly occupied area by an intelligent and 
combat trained enemy is dangerous to the friendly force. An enemy could learn 
much about the size, capability and morale of the American infantry unit merely 
by counting the number of sorties the resupply helicopter flies and in many in- 
stances what the helicopter contains. 

HECOMMENDATION; One suggested change would be to have 50$ LRRP ra- 
tions and 50$ combat C-rationa. This would make a lighter and smaller load. It 
would also decrease the possibility of poor police of the area. 

12. OBSERVATION; Combat Tracker Team. 

EVALUATION; A combat tracker team is not given the mission to de- 
velop a combat situation. This is the support element's Job. 

RECOMMENDATION; In Instances where a combat tracker team is brought 
in to develop a hot trail situation, at least 2 rifle squads with machine gun crew 
should be detailed for support. 
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13. OBS^RV./iiCHi RTO'g. 

EVAmATlU'-; RTO'g should carry their radio so that it is camouflaged. 
This can be accomplished by covering' the radio whan on the nioksaok end whan pos- 
sible, by bending the -er'al down through the frame of the rucksack, especially 
when the operator knows that his coaAinicatlona are but a short, distance away. 

RECOMMEWDATIONi A preferable way Is to carry the radio in a demoli- 
tion bag, hung around the neck with the radio resting on the front left of the in- 
dividual. This keeps the radio easily accessible at all times, even when patrols 
drop rucksacks and cloverleaf. Ironically, this also protects a vulnerable por- 
tion of the body. 

U. OBSERVATION; Security of Landing Zone. 

EVALUATION; An element, while moving toward a suspected VC location 
on a hilltop, was struck by a command-detonated mine which wounded four men. Se- 
curity was placed and a search of the area conducted, with negative results. The 
company then moved forward. Upon reaching the top, one platoon was assigned to 
clear a landing zone for extraction of the wounded. Minutes later another command 
detonated mine wounded eight of the platoon clearing the landing sona. 

RECOI#(EMDATI0N; After there is contact there is a tendency to assume 
that the enemy has left the area. Many times this is true, but not always. Once 
it Is determined that the enemy is in the imswdiata area, maximum security should 
be established. Movement should be with a heavy point, flank and recon security. 
Once a suitable landing zone is found, the area must be thoroughly screened. Af- 
ter a defensible perimeter and OP'a have been established, then work can begin for 
cutting and clearing a landing zone for extraction of the wounded. 

15. OBSHtVATION; Technique of Fire at Night. 

EVALUATION: An element was moving at night. The CP group was behind 
the 1st platoon. Movement was heard to their left and 3 VC were seen. The CP 
group fired on these, expending several magazines. In searching the area, no 
bodies or bloodstains were found. 

RECOMMENDATION: All personnel must be ir-.ructed to keep their fir« 
low, and engage the enemy with 2 or 3 round bursts or semi-automatic fire. 

16. OBSERVATION: Expedient CS Crystal Grenade. 

EVALUATION; The destruction of extensive fortifications and bunker 
complexes is time-consuming and frequently ineffective without requesting large 
quantities of explosives and pioneer tools. 

RECOMMENDATION: A quick and effective method of denying the enemy 
use of these complexes is the use of an expedient CS grenade. The grenade Is fab- 
ricated by filling the fiber hand grenade or smoke-packing container with CS cry- 
stals. The container is taped and wrapped with two or three loops of det cord and 
equipped with time fuze, non-electric blasting cap and igniter. Fortifications 
and bunkers are quickly rendered unserviceable and contaminated by the employment 
of this device. 

17. OBSERVATION;    Identification of Hook-Up Man. 

EVALUATION: CH-47 pilots have had difficulty in identifying the 
hook-up man on the ground when picking up external loads. 
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lÜJCüMlKNJATlON;    To assist the pilot in his approach the hook-up man 
should wear n brightly-colored null-over, fabricated from a colored aircraft mark- 
ing panel.    This technique reduces confusion, simplifies aircraft apnroach, and 
eliminates the frequent use of smoke as a marking device. 

18. OBSERVATION:    Colored Smoke-Marking Code. 

EVALUATION: In the displacement of a fire support base, consider- 
able numbers of external loads must be moved by CH-47. Aircraft commanders may 
not always know the content of their loads or for whom it is intended. 

RECOMMENDATION:    The use of prearranged color code simplifies the 
move of external cargo and insures its delivery to the appropriate element.    For 
example, all artillery loads of both P2 and L2 are marked with violet amoke, all 
heavy mortar loads are marked with yellow smoke, and all battalion headquarters 
loads are marked with green smoke.    This technique alleviates confusion and elim- 
inates excessive traffic on the air-ground control net.    The pilot knows immedi- 
ately the type of load picked up and will be alert to an identical color at the 
LZ for set-sown. 

19. OBSERVATION;    Control Frequencies for Displacement of a Fire Support 
Base. 

EVALUATION:    Considerable confusion results when both outloadlng and 
receiving ground elements and CH-4.7 pilots attempt to use the smae FM control fre- 
quency.    Instructions to the pilots and the ground elements are confused, misun- 
derstood and tie up the single net. 

RECOMMENDATION:    This problem can be rectified by placing the air- 
ground controller on one frequency and all ground-to-grourd elements on a differ- 
ent frequency.    The ground controller having two frequencies has the ability to 
communicate directly with aircraft commanders and to loading-receiving personnel 
on the ground without inttrference and confusion. 

20. OBSERVATION;    Action Taken When Ambushed While Mounted or Dismounted. 

EVALUATION:    A recon patrol was ambushed during operations.    No ma- 
neuver element was designeated or employed, thus permitting the VC to fire on the 
patrol and then withdraw without aggressive oursuit. 

* 
RECOMMENDATION: When moving by road, personnel must be organized in 

such a manner that fire and maneuver can be quickly employed against an ambushing 
force. The maneuver element can then drive the enemy force from their prepared 
positions and relieve the pressure of friendly personnel in the killing zone. 

21. OBSERVATION; Protection of Vehicles in Night Locations. 

EVALUATION: When vehicles are to be employed as part of the defense 
of a night location, such as 106mm (rr) and Cal. 50 "jeeps", measures should be 
taken for the protection of the vehicle. 

RECOMMENDATION: The radiators and tires of the jeeps should be sand- 
bagged to protect these areas from small rounds and/or shrapnel. It takes only a 
few minutes to accomplish this and it insures that the vehicle will not be crip- 
pled. This is particularly effective when vehicles are pariced facing out and from 
the center of the perimeter. 

22. OBSERVATION; Use of Agent WHITE on Jungle Canopy. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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SUBJECT: Operational Report wessons Learned 

EVALUATION; Agent WHITE Is approximately 6,or 7 times as effective 
as agent ORANGE. It Is also condlderable) slower-acting than ORANGE. Recommenda- 
tions were made to spray WHITE undiluted. 

RECOMMENDATION; using a 110 GMP pump hooked to a 600 gallon bladder, 
uneven and Inadequate distribution was obtained with pure, agent WHITE.  Dilution 
of WHITE gave much better coverage. The dilution factor used was 1 gallon of 
agent to 3 gallons of water. 

23. OBSERVATION; Clearing Fields of Fire. 

EVALUATION; An expedient method of clearing underbrush in thickly 
vegetated areas is the employment of det cord and composition 0-4. The area to 
be cleared is prepared with concentric "ring mains" of det cord. Large shrubs and 
trees are further prepared with C-4.. The result is a patten of 0-4, and det cord 
shaped something like a spiked wheel (see Fig. 1). Once In place, the ring main 
is detonated, clearing the desired area. 

RECOMMENDATION; This technique tends to blow away secondary growth 
to chest level. Its other advantage is that it allows personnel to shape the area 
to be cleared to conform to the shape of the defensive position perimeter. 

0-4. as 
needed 

—DET CORD 

Fig. 1 

24. OBSERVATION; Insertion of LRRP Stay-Behind Elements. 

EVALUATION; A method used to cover the insertion of LRRP teams is to 
insert them at the same time a larger-unit extraction Is Initiated. The same ship 
used to lift out the larger unit can carry the LRitF team in. 

RECOMMENDATION; LRRP teams Inserted in this fashion provide excel- 
lent security for the last flight of extraction aircraft. It is an opportune tine 
to enter the A0 undetected to ambush or observe enemy scavengers. This technique 
further reduces the requirement for additional C & C ships and gunships if the 
team was to be inserted separately. 
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AVFA-CJC-OT U5 Aug 68)    1st Ind 
SUBJiJCT:    Operational ^eport of 173cl Airborne Brigade for Period 

finding 31 July 196«, ECU C5FUR-65 (Rlj  (Uj 

DA, Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam,    AK)   9635U     I 4 ^ I-SI 

TO:    Comraanding General,  United ^tates Army Vietnam,  ATTN:    AVHGC-DST, 
APO   96375 

(C)    This headquarters has evaluated subject report and concurs.   The 
following comments are made for clarification. 

a.    Reference paragraph 3a(i;(cj, Section 1 page 14.    4üth Sapper. 
The küth Sapper should ue the 4ÜUth Sapper, 

b. Reference paragraph 3a(1 j(c;. Section 1 page 14.    XCII MF Bn. 
This headquarters, order of battle, lists the XCII unit as a local 
force ILF) battalion not a main force (WFj battalion. 

c. Reference paragraph 3a(2j(c), Section 1 page 18. 85th hF Bn, 
This headquarters order of battle lists the 85th Battalion as a local 
force (LFJ battalion not a main force {W} battalion, 

. 
d. Reference paragraph 3a(2;icJ, Section 1 page 18.    fineny 

Disposition.    In addition to the units listed this headquarters lists 
the CQ-1 Co, 377 B Co, DK-3 Co, DK-5 Co, DK-7 Co, K65 fingr Co and the 
K76 fingr Co as active in Phu Yen Province. 

e. Reference paragraph Al, Section 2 page 56, Chieu Hoi Program. 
Concur with recommendations provided adequate security is available at 
the prominent terrain feature to prevent stand-off or ground attacks, 

f. Reference paragraph A13, Section 2 page 59.    RTO's.   Concur 
that camouflage of radios is desirable; however, the personnel fatigue 
caused by carrying a radio suspended around the neck in a demolition 
bag may be excessive.   The ST-138 provides the most acceptable method 
of carrying the PRC-25/77 radios for ary extended period of time. 

g. Reference paragraph A19, Section 2 page 6u.    Control 
Frequencies for Displacement of a Fire Support Base.    Concur with 
recommendation provided equipment and frequencies are available vdthout 
degradation of units internal communications. 

h. Reference paragraph A22, Section 2 pages 60-61, Use of Agent 
WHITS on Jungle Caropy,   The fiVALUATION should read as follows:   Agent 
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AVFA-GC-OT (15 Aug 68)    Ist Ind 
SUBJflCT:    Operational Report of 173d Airborne Brigade for Period 

Baling 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (il) (U) 

WHITB is approximately 6 or 7 times more viscous on heavy canopy than 
agent ORANGE. 

FOR THS COMMANDER: 

Copies furnished: 
2 - ACSFOR, DA 
1 - 173d Abn Bde 

; 
/ 

/ 

ROBERT t GARBARD 

UT. AGC 
ASS^ ADJUIANl 'JcNERAL 
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AVHGC-DST (15 Aug 68)    2d Ind (U) MAJ Klingman/ds/LBN 4433 
SUBJSCTi    ODerational Report* of 173cl Airborne Brigade for Period aiding 

31 May 1968, RCS CSFOk-65 (Rl)  (U) 

HEADQUARTffiS, UNITED STATKS ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco    96375   7 Q CT 19ß8 

TO:    Gomnand^r in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN:    GPOP-DT, 
AFÜ    96553 

This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned for 
the quarterly period ending 31 July 1968 from Headquarters, 173d Airborne 
brigade and concurs with the report as modified by the preceding indorse- 
ment . 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

W. C.ARNTZ       A 
a-AGC /) 
Absistant Adjutanf General 

Cy furn: 
HQ I FFV 
HQ 173d Abn Bde 

tl 



GPOP-DT (15 Aug 68)     3d  Ind   (U) 
SUBJECT:    Operational  Report  of HQ,   173d Abn Bde  for Period  Ending 

31 July  1968,   RCS CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HQ,  US Array, Pacific,  APO San Francisco 96558 1 4 NOV 1968 

TO:    Assistant Chief:  of  Staff  for Force Development,'Department of the 
Army, Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

1. This headquarters  has evaluated subject report and  forwarding indorse- 
ments and concurs in the report as  indorsed, with the following 
administrative correction. 

2. Reference  1st Indorsement,  subparagraph h:     On page 63,  the word 
"vicious" should be "viscous." 

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF: 

Cy furn: 
CG USARV 

C. L SHOm 
CPT, AGC 
Aut AG 

^ 
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AVB£-SC/toiD 
SUBJECT: 173d Airborne Brigade Jungle School Training Schedule 

15 August 1968 

CUSS BEMARKS 

Physical Training 
(l hour) 

Exercises are taken directly from TM 21-200 
"The Army Dally Dozen**. Students are required 
to be mentally alert and to participate to the 
maximum extent. 

Invocation and remarks 
(10 minutes) 

Introduction of TAG'a 
(5 minutes) 

Explanation of Course and 
History and Organization of 
the 173d Abn Bde 
(30 minutes) 

Preparations for Jungle 
Operations 
(40 minutes) 

Techniques of Jungle 
Operations 
(50 minutes) 

Compass and Map Reading 
(50 minutes) 

Characteristics and Mechanical 
Training of the M-16 Rifle. 
(50 minutes) 

Maintenance, Functioning, 
Stoppages and Immediate 
Action of the M-16 Rifle 
(50 minutes) 

Characteristics and Defense 
of Operational Base 

Trip Flares 
(40 minutes) 

Characteristics of the 
(1 hour and 15 minutes) 

The Brigade Chaplain welcomes the students and 
explains the Chaplain program within the Bri- 
gade. 

The Jungle School Comnandant Introduces the 
TAC's to the students by name and rank. This 
Is to let the students see for themselves who 
will be instructing them for the next six days. 

The Jungle School Operations NGO fully explains 
the course and the grading system, then pro- 
cedes with the complete history and organisa- 
tion of the 173d Abn Bde. 

Class is designed to show the student the im- 
portant Items of equipment to be taken when 
on a combat mission. A few of the ways to 
pack a rucksack is also included along with 

>, chow and toiletries. 

All the different terrains and climates are 
covered here followed by. Point of Origin, 
Loe Stat, Base time and Base azimuth. 

Introduction to military maps, to Include 
colors, contour lines and grid coodlnates. 
The proper way to read a compass In conjunc- 
tion a map. 

To Include firing, safety and handling, 
and eons of the weapon. 

Pros 

How the weapon functions, causes for malfunc- 
tions, proper cleaning methods. 

This gives the student a better understanding 
of how a perimeter is set 19 in a defensive 
position. Physical security is stressed. 

Troops gain a working knowledge of the M48AI 
surface trip flare and the uses of it. Prac- 
tical work is included. 

Class Instruction given to provide the student 
with a look at how the VC and NVA have prepared 
for the war, and how to fight him, also a look 
at how they live. Includes his clothing, equip- 
ment and weapons. 

XMC/  4 7/ 
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SUBJECT:    173d Airborne Brigade Jungle School Training Schedule 
15 August 1968 

CUSS 

Care & Maintenance of the M-16 
Rifle 

M18A1 Claymore Training 
(50 minutes) 

Characteristics of the M-60 
Machine Gun 

M-72 UW Training 
(50 minutes) 

M-79 Training 
(50 minutes) 

M-16 Zero and Familiarization 
Course 
(l hour and 50 minutes) 

Quick Kill 
(50 minutes) 

M-26 Hand Grenade Training 
(1 hour) 

Geneva Convention 
(50 minutes) 

Fire Support, Adjustment of 
Artillery and Mortar fire. 
(50 minutes) 

First Aid, Lifesavlng Steps 
(50 minutes) 

RKMABKS 

All students are required to spend at least 
one (1) hour maintenance on his individual 
weapon, each day. TAC's will be on hand for 
supervision and to answer questions. 

Each student is taught vhe procedures of using 
the M18A1 anti-personnel mine. Safety pro- 
cedures are also instructed. Each student 
sets up and detonates one (l) claymore. 

Each man is given individual training on the 
operation procedures of the M-60 LMG, because 
of its importance within the squad. Firing 
demonstration concludes the class. 

The students are given a demonstration and 
lecture on the M-72 LAW. All students prac- 
tice firing procedures, and the proper mal- 
function procedures. 

The student is given a complete course of 
instruction on the M-79, demonstration is 
included. Each student is allowed to fire 
the weapon. 

Each student is given a class of instruction 
before zeroing his Individual weanon. Sight 
alignment is Instructed here. 

This class is designed to train students to 
use their reflexes and quick reactions, using 
the M-16 rifle. Keeping both eyes open, firing 
low and semi-automatic. 

Class instruction includes the different types 
of US grenades and the effectiveness of each. 
Each student is given one M-26 hand grenade to 
throw for practical application. 

Class instruction is presented by an officer 
from the Brigade SJA Office. All the rules 
and regulations governed by the convention 
are presented in this period of instruction. 

Class instruction is given to the student as 
to all of the fire power he is supported by 
on a combat mission. Proper adjustment of 
artillery and mortar fire is a must for the 
individual soldier In the forward areas. 
Rules for calling in a fire mission are empha- 
sized in this period of instruction. 

Different type wounds and how to treat them 
are presented here by a Brigade medic who has 
served in combat. Immediate action and how to 
best assist the medic in the forward areas. 

CONFIDENTIAL 



AV6E-SC/MHD 
SUBJECT!    173d Airborne Brigade Jungle School Training Schedule 

15 August 1968 

CLASS 

Medevac and Duatoff 
(50 minute») 

Airmobile Operations and 
Safety Around the Aircraft 
(50 minutes) 

Communitations and Connunl- 
tations Security 
(2 hours) 

Search and Destroy 
(50 minutes) 

Civic Action, Nine Rules, 
Cheiu Hoi, 969 and 101 
(30 minutes) 

Demolitions t 
and Safety 
(3 hours) 

Care, Handling 

VC/NVA Mines and Booby Trapst 
Safety Procedures and Detection 
(l hour) 

Search of VC Base Camp and 
Tunnel Complex 
(50 minutes) 

VC/NVA Mines and Booby Trap 
Confidence Course and Village 
(2 hours) 

REMARKS 

Class instruction Is given to show the students 
the correct procedure for calling In a dustoff. 
The equipment used In a hoist mission is also 
demonstrated. 

Lecture Is fo' lowed by practical work on un- 
loading and loading of a helicopter on a com- 
bat hell-borne assault. Safety is emphasized 
in this period of Instruction. 

Class shows the student the proper way to use 
the AN/PRC-25, how to clean it and the secur- 
ity regulations governed by ASA. 

Class instruction gives the student a better 
understanding of what a search and destroy 
mission should cover and what equipment is 
necessary to complete the mission. 

This class is designed to give the student 
a better understanding of the Vietnamese 
people and their way of life. Also why are 
Ü. S. troops In South Vietnam. This period 
of instruction also brings out two of the 
anti-communism programs the allied troops 
have with the South Vietnamese Govememnt, 
Cheiu Hoi and 969 (101). 

This class is designed to give the student 
a better understanding of military explo- 
sives. The different types of explosives 
and under which circumstances each would 
be used. Bach student is allowed to rig 
up his own charge and to detonate it under 
the strict supervision of the cadre. 

This class is designed to show the student 
the fundamentals of booby trap detection. 

Students are shown how the Brigade clears 
Viet Cong base camps and tunnel complexes. 
Tunneling teams are explained, along with 
equipment used. 

> 

Students are taken through a VC village and 
are made to throughly search it In the same 
manner that they were taught. After they 
have searched the village obey conduct a 
tunnel clearing. They then move the booby 
trap before he detonates It. A quarter pound 
of TNT is used to simulate the booby trap. 
This is strictly supervised by the TAC's on 
the course. 

73 
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AflMMH) 
SUBJECT:    173d Alrborn« Brigade Jungle School Training Schedule 

15 August 1968 

CLASS 

Patrol, Technique and 
Planning and POVMs 
(1 hour 15 minutes) 

REMAKK3 

Issue of Operations Orden 
(1 hour) 

Ambush and Counter Ambush 
(1 hour 40 minutes) 

Squad Tactics 
(50 minutes) 

This class explains the procedures taken by an 
element leader in order to prepare his men for 
an effective patrol.    The Five Paragraph Field 
Order Is covered from start to finish, so the 
student will know how to run an effective pa- 
trol when the tLae comes.    POW class is de- 
signed to stress the importance of taking a 
prisoner of war, and his rights under the 
Geneva Convention.    The five S's are also 
taught in this period of instruction. 

The Jungle School Commandant gives the stu- 
dents the operations order.    He follows the 
Five Paragraph Field Orders as close a? pos- 
sible.    The Order consists of where ^he school 
will be conducting their weekly operation, and 
all information, pertaining to the mission. 

The students are given the different types of 
ambushes and techniques of reacting to the 
different enemy ambushes.    Class is then di- 
vided in half and practical work is done. 

This class covers the basic squad formations 
within the Brigade.    Which formations are used 
in different terrains.    Drills are included 
to make the class more effective. 

CO^AT OPPAKONS 

On the fifth day of training the entire class is taken on a live combat opera- 
tion. There are at least 2 TAC's assigned to each squad, but they are only to ad- 
vise. The students have complete control of the mission. 

The operation begins with either a hell-borne assault or movement by convoy. 
The student CO will then assemble his unit and start moving towards the objective. 
Once the objective is reached he will put the company in a defensive perimeter. 
The company then starts building their positions, clearing fields of fire, OP's 
go out and security is maintained. 

Towards evening the ambush and clearing patrols move out of the perimeter. 
The people on the line are now setting up their trip flares and claymores. At 
whatever time the CO thinks best he will call Stand To. At this time all per- 
sonnel will be in their positions ready to fight. After Stand To one man will be 
awake and alert, while the other men jleep. 

The next morning, before dawn, the CO will again call Stand To. During this 
time the clearing patrols will depart. The same clearing patrol that went out the 
night before will go out in the morning. The ambush patrol will be coming in about 
this tins. 

After Stand To the CO will send out a recon or S & D patrol. The patrols will 
be debriefed as soon as they return. 

The company will now return to the base camp, conducting a search and destroy 
mission on the way back. 

i4 
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The  following  Items are recommended for  Inclusion in the Lessons teamed 
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* Subject Title: A short (one sentence or phrase) description of the item 
of interest. 

'"V FOR OT RD #  : Appears in the Reply Reference line of the Letter of Trans- 
mittal. This number must be accurately stated. 

v^wrpage #      ; That page on which the item of interest is located. 
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