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C\ H‘HD NTIAL

HRADQUARTERS lb’l' BRIGADB 1.018‘1' AIRBQNE DIVISION
APO 96347

ATTD C . 11 September 1367

STE.IECTY Cu;bn), Operations After Action Report, Oparation HOOD RIVER (MACV/RCS/
J3/32

TRU Commarding General
Task Porce OREGON
APO 96374

Cermanding Officer
1II Marine Amphibious Force
APO 96602

TOs Commanding Ceneral
US Milit ary Aesistance Command Vietnanm
AATTNT J343
APO 96222

1, (U) Name of Operstiens Operation HOOD RIVER
2, (U) Dates of Operation: 020800H August 1967 through 130730H August 1967,
3, (U) Llocations QUANG NGAI Province.

4, (U) Command Headquarters: 1lst Brigade, 10lst airborne Division,

5¢ (U) Reporting Officer: Brigadier General Salve H. Matheson, Commanding
General, 1lst Brigaue, 10lst Airborne Division.

6, (U) Task Organizations

1-327 Inf Bde Control
Engr 12 Clearing Tms HHC Bde
Fil Tm ~ AJ2e17 Cav
A/326 Engr (=)
2-327 Int IRRP Plat
5th SF Mike Porse Co (DS) MP Plat
Engr 12 Clearing Tms 1-101 Avn Sec
2 Sct Dog Tms 20th Cml Det
FAC Tm HB Tm, 2L4th Peyops Ce
406 RRD
2-502 Int 151 MI Det
Sth SP Mike Porce Co (DS) TiCP (=)
Engr 12 Clearing Tms 42d Inf Plat, Sct Dog (-)
2 Sct Dog Tms D/326 Medic Ce
FAC Tm
L 4
2232 arty (DS)

7. (C) Supportinx Forcess
a, 2-320 irtillery: Employed in 8 direct support role,
be C/2-11 Artillery (105 Towed): Provided reinforcing fires,

N
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LONFIDENTIAL

SUSITCTY Cu}:bat), Operationa After Acticn Report, Operation HOWD RIVER (wacv/res/
J3/3¢

e, 3/18 artillery (155 Towed, 8%-175 SP): Provided gensral suppord reinm
foriing fires,

d, Marine Provisic .l Battery (8®~l55 Gun)s Provided gensral euppert.

e, 176th Aesaylt Aviatlon Company: Provided trcop 1ift ani flew combat
support and resupply niasione, .

f, CIDG Camp, HA THAMH: “Provided two CIDG companien in direct support of
Brigade operations,

g+ 5th Special Forces: Provided two Mike Forca compinies in iirect sup-
port of Brigade operations,

h, 2uhth Paychological Operations Company: Provided sne loudspeaker
and leaflet dissemination tcam in direct support.

i. QUANG MGAl Province; Provided one platoon of Nakional Police field
Forces in Jdirect support, :

J. 7th US Air Force:r Flew tactical fighter missions totaling 75 sorties,
Five of these sorties were immediate requests which were processed through the Air
Force Tactical Alr Request Net with an average reaction time of 25 mimuntes, In
addition, 27 Combat Skyspot sorties, 3 flarcship (AC-47) sorties and 5§ trantpart
sorties were flown in gupport of the Brigade, FAC!s flew 65 sortiee in forward
air control, artillery adjustment and visual reconnaissance miseions,

K. Two infantry battaliens from the 2d ARVN Division and two ARVN Hanger
battalions operated in close mutual coordination and cooperation to the southeast
of the Brigade AO,

1. Two battalions of ROK Marines operated in close mutwl coordinatien
and cooperation to the northeast of the Brigcde AO,

m, 1st Logistical Commandt Provided logistical support,
8, (U) Intelligencet See Inclosure 1, Imtelligence,

9, (C) NISSIOM:Hendquarters, Task Force Oregon directed the ls Brigade, 101st
Adrdorne Divison to conduct operations to find, fix and destroy VC/NVA forces and
te neutralize VC/WA base camps in VEGHEL AQ (western partion of Beee Area 121) in
coordination with ARVH, ROK and CIDG ferces, Inclosure 2, Operatioas Uchematics,

10, (C) Concept of Operationt OCperation HOOD RIVER consisted of a four
pronged allied attack converging on Base area 121, Two battalions of the 24 ARVN
Division conducted an overland assault from QUANG NGAl west across tre .owlands
two battalions ef ARVHN Rangers conducted airmobile assaults into the Algh ground
south of the base ares and commenced sdarch and destroy operations north, two
battalions of the ROK Marine Brigade conducted, an overland assault soushwest toward
the base area from positions nerthwest of QUAIG MGAI, two battalions of the Brigude
conducted airmobile assaults into the high ground west of the base area and con-
menced search and destroy operstions to the east, The 1st Battallon (Al-vorne),
327th Infantry conducted search and destroy operations 10 kilometers south of the
base area concentrating on likely avenues of enery egress from it. Two CIPG con—
panies from HA THAIH CIDG Camp provided direct support to the Brigade by blocking
to the south in the southeastern portion of the Brigade AO. :

11, (C) Executions
a, Operation HOOD RIVER was characterized by small unit actions amd
sporadic contact with small enecy forces, The search and destroy tactics utilized
consisted of saturation patrelling, night ambushes and night movement, The terrain
over which operations were conducted consisted of mountainous Juhgle and culdvated
lowlands,

. 2
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B LUNFIDENHAL

SURIT.% Corbat Operations After Action Report, Operation HGOD RIVER {MACV/RCS/

L)

©, Operation HOOD RIVER was initiated immediately upon the completion of
Oparaticn MUHEUWR, The 1st Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry was conducting
mearch and deetroy operations in the northern purtion of 20N A0 (MALHEWR). The
2d Battalion (Airbornaz, 327th Infantry and 24 Battaldon (Airiorne), 502d Infantry
were at CARENTAN Base (the Brigade base camp west of DUC PHO), On 30 July one
battery from the 2d Battslion ?u.rborne), 320th Artillery conducted an overland move
from CARENTAN Base to QUANG NGAI in preparation for the assault, Additionally, C
Batiery, 2d Battalion, llth Artillery conducted an sirmobile displacemsnt from firing
poeiticns 4in ZON AO to HA THANY CIDG Camp from which it provided general support,
reinforcing the fires of the 2d Battalion (Airborne), 320th Artillery for the du~
ration of the operation, On 31 July, a second battery of the 2d Battalion (air=
borne), 320th Artillery moved overland to QUANG NGil, On 1 August, the Brigade
established & TAC CP at NUI THIEN AN, a monestary northeast of QUANG NGAI, where
both the 2d ARVN Division and the ROK Marine Brigade also established TAC CP's,
The 2d Battalion (Alrborne), 327th Infantry and 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d
Infartry comducted airmoblle displacements from DUC PHO tc staging areas at QUANG
MCAL Alrfields  Cperation HOCD RIVER cormenced at 020800H August 1967 with the
aiimobile assaults of the 2d Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry and 2d Battalion
(Adrborne), 502d Infantry, each with one Mike Force Company in direct support, imto
the western portions of their respective AO's, Landing zones were prepared by both
artillery and tactical air, ire was also placed on kown and suspected enemy
lceations end on suspected routcs of enemy movement toward the landing zones,
Corcurrently the lst Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry reoriented to the north
and comenced screening along likely enery egress routes south from VEGHEL AO,
Cn: light contact by t.he lst Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry resulted in the .
capture of § individual weapons, Two light contacts by the 2d Battalion (Airborne),
502d Infantry resulted in 2 US KHA, 5 US WHA, 1 YC KIA (C) and capture of 1 in- !
dividual and 6 crew served weapons, On 3 August the lst Battalion (Alrborne),
327th Infantry had two light ccntacts resulting in 2 VC KIA (C), The 24 Battellon
(atr-barne), 327th Infantry had three light contacts resulting in 3 VC KIA (C) and
capture of 2 individual weapons, On 4 August one light contact by the lst Battalion
(Alrborne), 327th Infantry resulted in the capturs of 1 wounded detainee, The
Reconnaissance Platoqn>f the 2d Battalion (Airborme), 327th Infantry observed and
called in artillery fire on an unknown size VG force resulting in 10 VC KIA (C).
One other contact by the battalion resulted in 1 VC KIA (C), One light cortact by
the 2d Battalion (airborne), 502d Infantry resulted in the apprehension of 11 de~
tainces, On 5 iugust two light contacts by the lst Battalion (Airborne), 327th
Infantry resulted in 2 US WHA, 4 VC KIA (C{ and capture of 11 detainees and 5 in=
dividual weapons, Four contacts by the 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry
resulted in 2 U35 WHA, capture of 56 detainees and 1 individual weapon, On & August
the Zd 3attalion (alrborne), 327th Infantry had two light ccrtacts resulting in 2
US 'WHa and 1 VE KIA (C)e The 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry had seven ¢cn-
tacts resulting in 8 VC KIA (C) and capture of 3 detainees and 3 individual weapons,
Cn 7 August the lst Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry had two light cortacts
resuiting in 3 VT KILa (C), capture of 2 detainees and 1 individual weapon. Two
1isht contacts by the 2d Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry resulted in 1 US WHA,
5 VC KIi (C) and capture of 9 detainees and 2 individual weapons, Seven light cone
tacts by the 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry resuited in 7 VO KIi (C) and
the canture of 8 detainees and 2 individual weapons, On 8 August the 2d Battalion :
(Airborae), 327th Infantry had one light contact which resulted in 1 VC KIA (<) i
wille seven light contacts by the 2d Battalicn (Airborne), 502d Infentry resulted
in 3 US WHA, 6 VC KIa (C) and the capture of S detainees and 3 individual weapons.
Cn 9 August one light cortact by the 1lst Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry rem
sulted in 2 VC KIi (C), The 2d Battalion (Adrborne), 327th Infantry had three
contacte resulting in 1 US WHA, 6 VC KIA (C) and the capture of 3 detainees and §
individual weapons, The 2d Battalion (Adrborne), 502d Infantry had six contacts
resulting in 3 VC KIA (C) and the capturs of & detainees, On 10 August the lst
Battalion {(Airborne), 327th Infantry had one light contact resulting in 2 VC KIA (C).
The battallion subsequently conducted airmobile extractions to QUANG NGAL and an
overland displacement to CHU LAI in preparation for future uperatious, Pive lifm
contacts by the 24 Bgttallon (Adrborne),. 327th Infantry resulted in 3 VC KIA (C
and the capture of 9 detalnees, The 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry had
three contacts resulting in 1 US WHa, 1 VC KIx (C) and capture of 2 detainess,

3
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVED-C 11 September 1567
8. T: Combat Operationa After Action Report, Operation HOOD KIVER (MACV/RCS/
3/32)

On 1l Avgust the 2d Battalion (Atrborne), 327th Infantry had cne contact resulting

in capture of 1 deteinee and 1 individual weapon, The 2d Battaldon (ALrba ne), .
fC24 Infantry had three contacte resulting in 3 VC KIA (C) and capture of 2 de= “
tafnees. Cn 12 August one light ccntact by the 24 Battalion (Adirborne), 327th In~

fentry resulted in the apprehension of 7 detsinees, Oporation HOUD RIVER ter=

mirated 1307304 Auguet 1967 s the 2d Battalions (Airborne), 32Tth and 502d Infartry
cenducted sirmobile assaults from field locations to GOHR AQ (Bsee Area 117),

initiating Operation BENTON, During the comduct of Operation HOOD RIVER s Brigsde

TAC CP was sstablished at CHU LAL far the purpose of controlling Operation BENTON,

¢. During Operation HOCD RIVER Troop A, 2d Squadron (Airborne), 17th
Cavalry had primary responsibility for the security cf CARENTAN Base, The patrols
£nd agbushes conducted by the Troop for the period resulted in capture cf 5 detainees,

12, (C) E_E\_ll_"_ﬂl

ao The lst Brigade, 10lst Airborne Divisicn accomplaihed ite mission of
conducting operations to find, fix and destroy VC/NVA forces and to neutralize
VC/MVA base canmps in VEGHRL AO.

b, The follcwing losses were inflicted on the enemy during the cperationt
3 VC/NVA KIA (C), L VCC, L NVAC, 6 crew served weapons, 37 small arma, 21,3} tons
rice and 3,2 tons of salt,

c, Friendly losses during tho operation were:r 2 US KHi and 24 US WHA.
13, (U) Administration Matterss

a, Peracnnel and Administrsticnt See Inclosure 3,

b. logisticst See Inclosure 4,

¢, Clvic Action:s See Inclosure 5,

14, (C) Specisl Equipment and Techniguest During Operation HOOD RIVER the
Brigade established a TAC CP as part of an ARVN, ROK and US tripartite Camand Post,
The close proximity of all headquarters allowed maximm coordinatien to be accom-
rC.shed in ninimum time and contributed to the smocth functioning of all farces
imvelved in the spuration,

15, (C) Commanders Analysis:

8, In planning an operation, consideration must alwsys be given tc the
evacuation of refugees, Although ro effest wAs made t¢ pick up large numbers of
people, groups attached themselves tc maneuver elements, asking tc be taken tc safe
arcas, As thls occurred, airlift was diverted to the lccaticn to evactite the
refugees resulting in minirum delay to the movement of maneuver element s,

b, The time frame in which the operation was conduct:d precluded a
theorcugh dearch of the AC, The maneuver elements concentrated their effcrts along
the high ground to the west during the first half of the cperation and ch the low—
ground to the east during the latter half,

6 Inclosures S. Ho MATHESON T°R
1l - Intelligente Brigadiser General, USA
2 = Operation Schenatic Commanding

3 = Personnel and Adninistratiorn
4 - Logistics

5 = Civil Affairs

6 ~ Artillery
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CONEIDEN T/HL

Irclosure 1 (Intelligence) Combat After action EKepsrt (yeritiun
sl AER) (W)

TI1 TERALIN: The area 1s prodeninan 1y ru, oi rvwstairouy terron
charasterieed by heavy vegitat on i the west with a pradudl

. cnange [rc.. evergreen forest tc acatteru: vrushwood in the
/ @1st, Ts the eaat, the hills rciucr In size and merge with
tra eot~*1l plain., The main areas of cuntact werc the LCNG

valley and N1 COK, B3 369778, the vnlley having
reitest ascunt. The zountualns afforied gsod cover and
ne .l it but pocr cbservation and £1-lis of fire. The
roverse was true for the river valley; padiy walls end low
hills in ths valley gave limitcd cover and concealtant. The
madn avenues of appreach are the 30NT TRA XHUC Valley (oast-
~at), Route 58 {east=west) an? . Jdirt surface road, runnirg
sortheasuth from BSL$5784 to the 3G Tty BONG Valley., Hum=
vrous ssall trails and streams afford noth-south poveaent in
th: western purtion of the area.

o) 2THZR:  The prevailing weather for the periosd of Operatiorn
Hae) RIVER was partly cloudy skies except the period 9 to

11 .ugust when the major portion of the rainfall was received.
The total precipaticn was .54 inches of which .51 inches fell
during 9 to 11 aurw<t, The tymperature averaged from a max-
31 of 94 degree. tc a minimun of 79 degrees. average rele
atlive hunidity was 70 percent, The woather was gencrally
favorable to military operations,

3. (C) aHALY3lS:

a, Mesi of the ¢ontacts werc with small units, the largest of which,
was 1% men, The weaporns captured were varied but mostly semd
automatic types such a3 carbines and very few automatic wecpons.
The forgoing iteins coupled with the lack of significant contact
leads us to b:lieve the arcas's eney forces consists of guer-
illus and local force units,

b, R-r¢ ‘rea 113 possibly had been a base 2rea but is apparently
now _candoned and should be dropped froo. the active base arca

wer,

¢, iacc -mea 121 limits should be moved more to the west than as
outlincd 1 the CICV Base area studies, The preponderance of
freilities found were west of the stated area,

. Cormwnication Security: During HOOD RIVER, the Radis Rescarch
Dstach.ent mointored 5,935 FM Radis Transwissions and 1,124
© elephcne tranamisaicns. There were no violatiosns observed,

4. (C) 1ESSCNS LE.RMNED:

a, The eneryy continues to secure his base ureac with Loczl Force
units.

b. The encry continues to utilize mutually supporting draws,
characterized with a water supply and dense foliage, and fort-
ified positions guarding accesses to base areas.

5. (C) EN8MY LOSSES:

a. Personnel Fer Cperatizn Total in Country
Killed (Body C-unt) 63 4,197
Kiiled (Estimated) n 1,976

Captured Viet Cong 12 102%

DUWNGRADED AT THREE YEAR IFTCRV.IS
DECLASSIFLED AFTER 12 ¥EARS .

LONEICENTIHL
5
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CONFIDENTIAL

Irclosure 1 (intulligonce) Coubat .fter wetion Report uperation
(HUOD RIVER) (vont'd)

I3
Porsonnel or Qparatiol Totsl in Countpy :

Ceptured NVA PR Coy
Hoi Chanh 38 s
Civili.n Defundants 132%

o

NOTE: *Since 1 January 1967
b, Weapcns: Individual - 37, Crew Served - §

Carbines

ks 36

Lesin Nugnant
k-1

Shotgun

M=14

Mauser

7.62 Sub=machine gun

SKS

Thozpeom SMG
Chatterault

Vo e o
.
5

WA e

€. amuunition

57 tdlitieter rocoill:ss rifle 9 rounds
M~72 LW 1 rovnd

Snell arcs 7250 rounds

d, Food Stuffs:
Rice 23 tons Cocking ol 50 pounds

Salt 3 tons Yeast 200 pounds
Canned ;:ilk 120 pounda .

e, Structures

Base arcas complex 7
Hospital
Sunker eeglex

Fo

f. Miscellareous Lgu.ptnt:

Kerosere - 73 gallons Bicycles 100 cach
Coaunnicaticn Viire = 1 mile Feniciiiin 30 tottles
Mscellaneous radis tubes

1 Inclosure
T.i> A+« Order of Battle

2
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COMEIDENTIHL

TA L (Crier of PUttll) t) Inelesurs 1 (atolld ence) to o LU Gperation
owetion e, at (Lour bl on HOLU RIVER) (U)

T A7) VOGO IMITLLL ORDa OF B.TTLw
a, NV Units
(1) Elerents of tho lst VC Regilment, 2nt EU. Division,
compmsed ~f the LOth, 50th, 70th & 90th “.ttalions,
and supperling units were thousht to be sperating in

the area tron buse 118, It was davtiliul howev:r, thit
the entipe widt wos loc tod an the zre o,

(2) The 1506tk Main Force krgineer Fatt. li=n was rparted :
te Lv cperzting in the area curinc rertl of :
July, tut its exact locaticn was wiknown. The unit
rrovides onginear su.sort to the Ni.. and hain Force t
Units in the ars:, ana was ot report-d to have a i
combat missizn. This unit noraclly cperates in swall ’
groups which aro widely disperesd -ni gonepally H
sceorpained by laborers.
(2} l-nants of the 4O9th dain Force 3appur Dattalion were _
reported te bo operating within the tactical srea of i
y@3ponsibility 1n possibly two or three cerpany i
strength, The rowcining companics vore sprexded :
throyghout GU.NG NG.I/QUaNG TIN Provinc:s, ~
() T 12Cth hLontignard Main Feree Bettalion was believed
t9 te operating throughout the tactical area of :
re-ponsibility with a primary mission of transpertation i
aral logistical movements, and possessing a limdted ;
combat capsbility,
t. P~ Ara~ There -re two base areas recortzd near orp
wititin sne tactical area cf responsibility base area 121, : -1
vicintly T35 4769, ond base area 118, vicimity B3 4085, : ‘}%
i bave area is considered a safe and secure area in which ]
t-trar, pest and regroup fer cerbat,’
2, (C) <C:DEYCF BLTTLE FINDINGS .13 SULLLRY IN T'L QF:i.TIONAL .itu E
a. lements of the lst VC Regirernt and other lain Force §
Burtallons were not contacted during this cperation, | =
Due b5 the lack of contect, Intelligence results were g
in.ignificant, ; =
! i
be  Sz-11 resistance grouwps (lormally one to 10 perzennel) were : bt
contacted within the toetical arez of responsibility with ' §
insignificint Intelligernce results. N H
¢, Final Disposition of VC/ilVa Units, ) i
(1) 1st VC Regirents, 2nd V. Division . [
(a) Regimentu Regirertial Headquarta:rs vicinity BT 0318 [
¥
(b) 4Oth Bettalion ist VC vicinity BT 0318
(e) 60th Battalion 1st VC vicinity BT €318
(d4) 70th Battalien 1st \VC vieinity T 1223
(e) 90th Bttalion 1lst VC vicinity BT 0318

(2) 1506th Znzineer Patt:lisn vicinity 3S 4876
l=n-l

-
LONFIDENTIRL.




i

BTTOR

: CON EI/DENTIHL

AP a (Crder of Dattle) to Inclosure 1 (Intelligence) to Coibat
Gou utdon «fter action Report (Operation HOG' RIVER) (U)

(3) 409th Main Force Sappur Dattalion

(a) 20th Company (Headquartars Company) viocinity LS 6135 25
(b) 30th Comgany vicinity BS 613§
{c) 4Oth Cowpany vicinity B5 3377
(d) 30th Company vicinity BS 6135
(e) 60th Company vicinity Bb 2713

{4) 120th Muntagnard hain Force uattalion located vicinity
BS 3548

(5) See Tab B tc Incloswre 1 (Intelligence) Cambat after
action Report, Operation HOOD «IVER for inforvation
pertaining to the organisation and strength .f the
Main Force Battalion,

d. Due to the short piriod of timse in which Cperation HGZD RIVER !
was conducted, little contact was nade with the enemy., a8 X
a result of this limited contact, cusuiltios could not be
accuratsly asscssed to the units. Prisoner of War
interrogation reports and docuwmnts captured revealed little
with regard to unit locations und strength, In general,
intelligence gathered was insignificant.

2-A~1
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4LO9TH MAIN FORCE S4PPEit B..TTALICN
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CONFIDENTIAL

Inelorma 2 (Operation Schumatic) to Combat Operations After Action Repart,
Oporation HOW RIVER {V) :
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CONFIDENTIAL

Tr-%~sure 3 (Personnel and Administrstion) to Combat Operations After Action
Report, Operation HCOD RIVER

I, %) UNIT STRENGTHS!
fexinning of Operstion HOOD RIVER:

1) The Brigade personnel strengthe at ths beginning of Operation

P TV were as follows:
Authorized Augmented (MTOE) 4128
Assigned L7715
Present for Duty Lib6
Airhead - Duc Pho 3603
Base Camp - Phan Rang 863
Hot Present for Duty 309

(7} The assigned strength was 116% of the augmented authorized

stireneth, T present for duty strength was 196% of the augmented authorized
girena

() &7 *he not present for duty strength; 54 were intransit, 105
ver. cn “DV/SD < utus, 138 on leave, 8 in confinement, 1 missing, and 3 AWOL,

®, CTerm:lisicn of Operstion HOOD RIVER:

(.3 7.~ " “sade personnel strengths at the conclusion of Operation
YOO RIVIGL weve 2y Vollows:

Authorized Augmented (MTOE) 4128
Assigne i L931
Present for Duty L557

s .rhead « Duc Pho 379

3ase Camp - Phan Rang 838
i*t Present for Duty 382

.} The -ssigned strength was 119% of the augmented authorized
ftrenalh.  The present for duty strength was 110% of the augmented asuthorized
sirength

€3) U the not present for duty strength; 38 were imtransit, 143
wera cr THY/SD status, 182 on leave, 8 in confinement, 1 missing, and 10 AWOL,

c. Keplacaments received during Operation HOOD RIVER were assigned
subordinate units as follows:

OFF B OFF B
.‘.,‘:’,27 1 9 2/320 1 9
a7 L4 Spt Bn 117
2/502 L 37 Sep Co L 52

d. Total replacements received for Operation HCOD RIVER were 183,

/3
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“iv=ure 3 (Personnel and Adminietration) to Combat Operations After Action
Report, Operation HOCD RIVER

O TASUA H

a. Casualties for Opsration HOCD RIVER were as follows:
nIT e N /e
A4C LRRP o]
1/327 0 o]
2/327 2 15
2/502 o &
2/320 0 o]
A 2/17 Cav 0 o]
A 326 Engr 0 1
2 In¢ (SD) o] 0
[N 2 20

1o Totel casualtiee for Operation HOOD RIVER were:
(" WA A
* 20 0

v, Tatal casvalties to date from 29 July 1967:

1A WHA M
L8 2643 3 :
\
3. 7" PEBSONMEL FLOCRAMS:

. The Red Cross Recreational Unit continued its visits to forward
units durizg the operation,

A Forvard Red Cross representative remained located at the Brigede
Forvard Comuand Post during Operation HOOD RIVER.

4. (' PERSOMMEL PLANNING: During the peried of Operation HOOD RIVER,
Z tmgust 1967 <hru 12 August 1967, 106 personnel completed their Foreign

Serv:ce Toour and were rotated to CONUS; 183 replacements were received
dvrips, the same period,
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CONFIDENTIAL

Inzicsnure § (Logletica) to Combat After Action Report Operation Hood
Toer (V) .

M (L) Organization for Support

a, This seciion of the Logistics Incleseure deals with the
sunport provided for the manusver olements of the Rrigade and does
not deal with aupport provided in the Carentan Base arca,

b, Supporting Forces

(1) 15th Spt Ddec, TFO coordinated and controlled all aupply
and services support provided at thu Quang Ngai Forward Support Activity.
The support consisted of the following olements:

(a) Distribution point for all classes of supply.
(b) Shower unit fram the 22lst S & S Company.
(¢) 163 Light Truck Company (-).

(2) The lhth Avn Bn Chu Lai provided UHIB, UHLD and CHL?
alreraft ir support of tactical and logiaticsl opereticns,

¢, Support Bn (FSE) ded a Forward Supply Point Team at
Quang, Ngai that includud a her ars elament which comanded and
centrolled the Forwzrd Supply . .ar and D/326 Medical Company (=)
uch estatlishcd a forward clearu., 8tation at Quang Ngai Adrficld,
a2 Quang Npai TSP supported the meneuver elements of 3 Infantry
Dattalions and one Artillery Battalion,

2, (C) Material and Sorvices

a, Surply: Accomplished by point distribution for Carentan
3ase and by a Forward Supply Point at Quang Ngai,

(1) Class I: Meal Combat Individusl formed the bulk of
ald Class I cersumed durinz the operction, "A" rations and condiment
supricments, to include ice cream, wevre served whenever possible, Ice
€2l was not available through the Quang Ngei FSA, Freah vegetables
2ctarlo ice were avellable throuch out the operction, A total of
270 > rotians were issued during the operation from the FSP, 36894
fron Due Pho to Phan Rang. .

(2) Class IT and IV: Thc Quang Ngai FSP drew all Class
IT and IV items from the TFO, FSP at Quang Ngal, Shortages of Class
IT arnd I7 items during the operation included small fatigues and some
sizes of boots. A total of LS,5L short tons of Class IV and IT were used.

(3) Class IIl: JPal accounted for the majority of iJL
consumption during the period, Two artillery Batteries werc displaced
by road in preparation for the operation but the short (26 mile) moves
accounted for the little increase in MOGAS consumption. No shortages of
Class.III were noted, A total of 131,747 gallons of Class III were
issued during the operation,

(L) €lase V: All types of munitions conmtinued ¢o-be
available. No shortages were experienced. A total of 198,1 short tons
of Clags V itens were issued during the operation,

(5) Water: Potable water was supplied from Quang Ngal
for the mancuver elements by A/326 Fngr who established a 1500 gl per
hr water point at Quang Nzei Adrfield,

b, (U) Maintenance: The Support Battalion's 601at Maintonance
Company reccived and repaired the following items:

Itom Receivad Canpleted
Autometive 19
Armament” 75
Instrument 8
Signal 153
Engineer 12

Quartormaster 1
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Inc]nuu\)‘. L (Loststice) to Conbat After Action Report Operation Hood
Plres (Y

¢, i) Trercportations

{1) Yehiculde: .In preparation for the operation, 2
Artillery Batteries motei ~archod from Duc Pho to Quang Ngal using
oopanic vehicles loaned fram ths 1llth Artillsry, At the termination af
ths operation, 1/:27 1nf and )} Arty Btry moter marched from Quang Ngai /8
to Chu Ldi ur-1i2ing LO-7s ton trks, The 163 light truck company provided
1 plate:n in ract support at Chu lai Base Camp and 1 platoon (-g at
tho Quang Hgal FSP

() Alrs U9AF €123, C130 US Army CH-L7 and UHID airoraft
provilil airlift surrort for the entire operation. Of primary intorest
wia the ailrlift, concdustel cver a two day period, to Quang Ngai. Ths
quartering parties, FUF towrs, medical clearing station and the S-ly
11ason tean were movod con the first day in S, C130 aorties, 1300
troopa a-d 10CO 1bs of cargo, 2 Infantry Battalions were moved on the
soeond diy in 13, $-170, and ), C=123 sorties. The troop move on the
strard day was accorp:izhed in G hours, C=123 aircraft provided a
than Rang to Duc Pho a:d ratun and Duc Pho to Quang Ngai and roturn
air shuttle for cargo and passengers, The Phan Rang bases Ce123
continued to be rmore relicbio than previously scheduled air support.

. (3) Sea: No z-1 T-aasportation was used during the
operation.

d. Other Services

(1) Greves Regisiration Service was availabls through
Carent2n Bes:, Chu Led and Qui Nhon during the operation.

f2) Gurercrmaster Loundry and Shower services were
available i the CAxentan Zase or Chu Laj.

(?) Shower services were available at Quang Ngal.
5. Nudical:

a. Qeneral. Jrigads lcvel mecdical support was provided for a
two Battalion Task Force in the Quang Ngai Prcvince Area, as well as the
Brigade (-) locatsd at Duc Pho,

b, OCrzanirations To accomplish the rission of supplying two
artac gerersis to this degroe, it was necessary to echelon one half
oL t-c madlcal company's capability to Quang Ngal 2s a forward clearing

elarari.

¢, Hospitalization and evacuation:

(1) Hespitalization, Casualties evacuated from the
Brincde area of operation were catagorized as serious and routine,
Serious casualties were avacuated, ir most cases, direct from the pick-
up site straigkt to the Second Surgical Hospital in Chu Lai, Minor
vasualties were evacuated to the forward clearing saction for treatment
and subsequently ovacuated to the holding section located at Duc Fho,
Nen battle casualtics were evacuated in the sans manner as minor
IPHA personnel,

(2) Bvacustion, Bvacuation of patients from tha Bfigade AO
was carried out in a smooth, effective manner through the outstanding
support provided by the L98th /iir Ambulance Crmpany, PFixed wing
aircraft wore avellable at Duc Pho ajrfield for cvacuation of
routein modical patients to the 6th and 85th Evacuation Hospital at
Quin Nhon, . B

de Modical Statistica: . )
Oporation Hood Ri.ver  KHL WHA  MALARIA OTHER
3 b3 59 126
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CONFIDENTIAL

fivlossurs L (Logistice) to Combat After Action Report Operation Hood
e (M

9. logiatics, Modical supplies were provided by the forwvard
cliacirg ctation comlocated Quang Ngal alr etrip with the FSP,

f. Lossons Learned:

(1) Organisation and oontroll of Brigade lavel Medical
facildtics 1s difficult with a split configuration,

(2) Dusteofr support with throe (3) aircraft at Quang
Ngal proved to be more than adequate eince enemy contact was minimal,

(3) High turnover individual medical items carried by the
individual soldier such as salt pills, water purification tablsts,
cinsrojuire primarquine tablets and Dapsone tablets should be etocked
anc vegrla’al by Infantry Batallions, Dack up generators must be
re3ily rvailable to insure conatant refigeration of biologicala
£ tlood,

(1) The Medical Company's TOE should be augmunted with
an additional microscopes This wouid facilitate diagnosing PN case
witicut double handling,

4y Conclusion
a. The presont concepts of logistical support are valid.
be Authorizad stockage levels of TA 50901 have been most
difficult to properly maintain ay thc FSP level causing shortages
in sized items and undue delsys {n providing supplics to the troops,
S« Recammerdationss
a, The present system of support be continued.
b, FSP's should be designed to handle only high turnover
Cizss I and IV item3s and should not stock TA 50-901 items, The
T 50=901 items should bo issued from the FSE II and IV supply

«~tivity to the Bn 5~4 in the forward base area, The Dn S-f will
“ven be responsible for resupplying the companies in the field,
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"anlcsure § (Cilvil Alfairs) to Combat Operations After Action Report,
C.yration WOOD KIVER (V) ' ’

%, \3) Operation HOOD RIVER took place in QUANG NGAL Province from 2 August
111 12 August 67, The Bféﬁ““ operated rrimarily in f~ur districts: TRA BONG,
SCN HA, SON TINH, and TU NGHIA Districts. The pri.ary missions of the Erigade
S5 Section were: Refugey Movement and Qontrol, Food Extraction, and MEDC.PBS,

a, Hefuzes Novement and Control:

nlthough there were no glana for mass refugee movement, the Erigade
expected to generate a small number of refugess due to the tactical operation.

A tota) of 840 persons were relocated to District Headquarter's within our irea
of Operations, Berore the cperation got underwey cccrdination was made with the
MACV Sub-Sector advisows gt SON TIMH and TV NGHIA Districts, and also with the
Special Forces advisory Teams at TRI BOIG and SON KA Districta, The concept of
the operation was that the districta would receive only those refugees ~ctually
generuted bty tactical operations. During the ten day period of tnis cperation
SO TIMM District received the largest number of Herugees, Supplies for these
additicnal refugees were received by District Headguarters fron Civil Cperations
for Revolutionary Development Suprort, These commodiaties included focd and
other suprlics necessary to help the refugees make & quick and satisfactory
trangition. In all a total of 23 sorties were flown in this operation for
rofugas evacyatien,

b, Ffcod Extraction:

Primarv emphasis was placed on this mission during opcration HCCD
RIVER, The procedure for the accomplishment of this mission was the same used
during operation MALHEUR. When a food cache wes found the Battaiion S5 would M
notify the Brigade S5. .ftcr the decision was made by the ground tactical \
carmander 83 to whether the cache would be extracted the Brigade 55 would provide
the Battalion with the needed rice bags. The Battalion S5 during the interiwn
would coordinate with the District Headqu-rters in which the cache was found to
procure workers to tag the crche for -e;*.,raction. The workera would be brougnt tq
the cache sitc by our aircraft. .fter the cache was bagged the food would be '
cxtracted along with the werkers to tho appropriate District lleadquarters. Burir
this operation a total of 21,5 tons of unpolished rice and 15 tons of salt were
returned to scvermment control. U, aircraft flew 11 sortics in extracting \
thcsc food cammclitics, \ >
¢, MEXLTS .\\
_ For this operation MEDC.PS were held §n MO DUC and DUC PHO Districts,
The MEDCAPS were conducted for thc refurces that were tak-n to these dis‘ricte
during Cpcration M.IHEVR. The districts have dispensarics, but they are not
adeguitely provided with medicine or trained personncl. The purncse of the
MEDCAPS cerducted durine this operstion was to aid the districts that rccelved
refurces during the last operation, & total of 335°persons and 157 damestic
animals were treatcd Medically during thesc MEICAPS,

2, (U) Recapitulation of activitizs During Operation HOOD RIVER
a. B840 Refugecs relocated,
b. S4 Innoccnt Civilians returned to their homes.
c. 21,5 tons of unpolishcd rice extracted and returned to gc;vermcnt control,
a. 15 tons of salt extracted and returncd to govermmant control,
8. 335 nrracng treatad medieally,

f. 157 doamestic animals treratcd medically,
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CONFIDENTIAL
inc ~aure 6 (Artillery) te Compat Operations After Action Report, Operation
HOCD FIVIR (V)

I+ 'usiont The 24 Battalion (Airdorne), 320th Artillery eupports the lst
Brigrde  _List Airborne Division, Battery C, 2d Battalion (Towed), lith Artillery
wey Chood OPCON to 2d Battalion (Airborme), 320th Artillery and provided rein-
forc-ng fires, Battery G, 3d Battalion (Towed), lé6th Artillery and Battery B,

Jd Pattalion,, l8th Artillery provided general support ta the Brigade, Fires of
& battery of 155m guns and a battery of 8* howitters of the 5th Marines were
also avalliable.

2, Summary of Operationas

& In the comduct of Operation HOOD RIVER, the same techniques of
artillery emmloyment that have proven succeasful in the past were employed, The
radar was not employed in the area of operations and remained in support of the
DUC FHO Dase,

b, The 24 Battalion (Airborne), 320th Artillery was given the mission of
estodlishing a cambined Fire Suppart Coordination Center in conjunction with the
2d ARVN Division and the lst Korean Marine Brigade, Purpose of the facility was
to coordinate fires within close proxdimity (500 meters) to TACR boundaries ard to
provide additional fires to Free World Military Forces as requested, Additionally
the battalion operated an air traffic centrol station to all FWMF aircraft operating
in tre I9CU RIVER AQ, The Battalion S-2 section operated the artillery advisory
atation on & 24 hour basis amd passed information to the Air Porge control party
located in the FSCC., Once established the FSCC functioned smoothly and the flow
of artillery information between the participating forces was timely and effective.

c. Battery C, 2d Battalion, lith Artillery was placed CPCON to 24 Bate
talion (Airdorne), 320th Artillery by Task Farce Oregon on 4 August 1967, This
battalion assumed cortrol of firing and coordinatien of aireraft alloeation for
resurply of Battery C, 2d Battalion, llth Artillery, All functions inherenmt to
the risaion of reinforcing wers accomplished by Battery C, Although an additional
burden was imposed on the battalion S-4 section, the overall control and command
supervision of the battery was improved,

d, The battalion operations section displaced to Buddha Mountain vicinity
QUANG MGAT and colocated with the Brigads Tactical CP and the combined FSOC. A
tactical daylight road march was conducted to Buddha Mountain on 1 August 1967.

and a night march moved the element from Buddha Mountain to QUANG NGAI Airfield on
9 Augast 1967, Communications with all battalion elements were aatisfactory arnd
coordination with ARVN and RCK Marine elements was facilitated because of the

close prexdmity to the combined PSCC,

e, Batteries B and C were road marched from DUC PHO to QUANG NGAI in
preparation for insertion into the AQ by CHe47. Battery C continued to road
march to rositicns vicinity TRA BONG, however, enemy action prevented closing as
schedulei ani the battery was helilifted from a field position. No major problems
resulted during the march, It was necessary to augment the battalion wiih vehicles
from neighboring units to complete the move because sufficiemt battalion vehicles
weare not available in the forward ares,

3. (U) Executiont
a, Battery A, 24 Battalion (Airborne), 320th Artillery displacementss

(1) A Battery continued to suppart lst Battalion (Airborne), 327th
Tafantry from ZON A0 vicinity BSE71330, .

(2) On 100800K August, A Battery displaced by air to QUANG NGAT Air-
field vicinity BS544739. Unit closed 1130 hours. At 1300 hours the battery road
marched to CHU LAI in preparstion for future operations,

b, Battery B, 2d Battalion (Adrborne), 320th Artillery displacementss

(1) On 310930H July, B Battery dieplaced overland to QUANG NGAI
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100w 6 (Artidlery) to Combat O, .rations After Action Heport, Cperatiocn
KPR 2T L (1)

Adrfisld viednity PSSLL739, Unit clused 1152 hours, Further displaced by CH-L7
to viediniey B539170), Uidt cloacd 325 hours, Priority of fires to 2d Bat talion
(Airborne), 327th :nfan y,

(i F Bul'1sy ¢oni iued to support Oneration HOOD RIVER from vizinity

¢, Dattery C, 2d Battallon (Airborne), 320th Artillaery displacemntes

(1) On 0L0930H .ugust, C Battery coumenced displacing overland to
the TRA [N VrMiey vicinity B2LY6869, Because of intensv sniper fire, and extun~
sive road mining activity, the unlt was unable to complete thu road march, One
NP escort vehicle detorited a mine resulting in 1 KHA and 2 WHE, The tattery re-
turned approximately 5 milea along rcute and eet up fer the naght vicinity BS588891,
Sentinued preparaticn for future operations,

\) On 0206451 August, < Eottery displaced by air to BS466869, Unit
closed 0845 hours. iriority or f.res to 2d Battallon (Airborne), 502d Infantry

730 0n C0I35E .o, O Tittery displaced by air to BS411816, Unit
closed L140 houra, .risritys of (1:es tc 2d Battalion (airborne), 502d Infantry.

d, TAC OP, 24 3zt:alden (Adrtorme ), 320th Artillery.displacements:

(1) On 010930 August, TAC CP 2d Battalion (Adrborne), 320th Artillery
displaced overlard to Buddha Mountain vic BS660757, Unit closedl35? hours, Mission
to s'prery operation HOCD RITT,

(2) On 532030 Auiuot, TAC CP 2d Battalion (Airborne), 320th Artillery
dieplacad overlang to GUald NGAl irfield vic BSS5LL739. Unit closed 2240 hours,

L1 on 100930 August, TAC CP 2d Battalion (airborne), 320th Artiilery
digrsiccu overaand L5 CHU LAI, .ic BTS49053., Unit closed 1235 hours, Miason to
suppert Qperation BENTCN,

g 107 (KBa) (C)
oo VI (KBA) KF)
% Re¢canitulation of Vissions Fired:
Juo_c- of mizsiens fired: 303.
s, Jeval vourds oxgpended: 3828
. 3Sgc:i3l Iguipmernt and Techniques:

a, 0On 3 August, C Battery, 2d Battalion, 1lth Artillery fired into a
C~74 aircraft as it vade its final approach into the HA THANH Airfield. As a re-
sult of this serious incident, positive steps were taken to control bath artillery
firing and aircraft in clese proximity of the HA THANH Airfield. A land line was
installed from each firing battery to the airfield control party (US Air Force),
All missions were reported ts the contrel party pricr to firing and aircrafe
Tnwling or taking off frem the field were reported to the battery. With close
ccordination between the ccntrol party and the batteries this system worked sate
isfactorily.

b, A gsecurity force was formsd fror battalion resourcea to conduct a
heliborne combat assault and sccure a battery position for Battery C, 2d Battalion
(Airvorne), 320th irtillery when enemy action prevented occupation of the position
by rcad, A 30 man force was formed frem survey and cozwunications personnel and
inserted into the LZ using scven Ud--1D aircraflt. The assault was successful and

"2 L2 was ready for cceupaticn within 30 minutes, The battery was helilifrad
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Inzlosure 6 (;rtillory) to Combat Operations After action Report, Opuration
Lo il i (U

ints tariclon and fired L2 preparations far the mancuver element with which it is
nos~c'y ssgocinted, ¥

7. Commanders! Anslysist

a, The overstrength status of the battalion alluwed for the formstion of
an irfontry element from battalion resources which was successfully used to conduct
a cotbat assault into & potcntially hostile arva to secure a lamiing zone for
follow-on firing clements (C Battery). Although an acceptablc solution when asscts
permit such action, it is not recommnded, in that artillery battalier personnel
aro ol €quappou o1 Ureloncu tur such a misaiun,

b. A tragic but valuable lesson was learned in the accidental shooting
down of the C7A aircraft by C Battery, 2d Battalion, lith Artillery. The Bat-
talion Ctardard Operating Proccdures has been modified accordingly, incorporating
provisions systems between the US Air Force Combat Control Team and firing elemencd
whenever artillery is located in close proximity to airficlds,

. The establisument of a combined Fire Support Coordination Center to
ccorcinate :he fires of the various Frec World Military Forces units enhanced the
coordiration considerably, This function was performed by the Battalion Operations
and Int lligence section. Due to the imposition of such & function on existing
cwnii ¢ ttions systems, it was nccessary to colocate the Battallon Tactical Come
.~ :.st with the Fire Support Coordination Center, Should this function become
Stasdard Operating Procedures on future combined operations, it may be necessary
te augment the battalion!s cormunications capability,

d. Whenever multienstion forces ure employed in combined operations, it
1s mardatory that the headquartcrs directing the operations establish adequite
contrel and licison with the member forces in order to insure proper coordimation
and direction of fire support and maneuver elerments, This is particularly desirable
in view of larguage difficulties inherent in such an operation,

e, When operating in relativcly small Areas of Operation, care must be
exercised in the selection of colocated Artillery ~ Infantry Command Post to insure
that adequatc fires can be placed throughout the aren of operation, including
those close in to the battalion Tactical Command Post.
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