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* I
DEPRTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 212TH COMBAT SUPPORT ALVIATION BATTALION

"WINGS OF FREEDOM"
APO 96337

AVGM=BC

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 212th Combat Support Aviation Battalion
for the Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR - 65 (RI)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. (C) Section l: Operations: Significant Activities.

&, There were no changes or additions to the mission of the 212th 0SAB,

b, There were no additions or deletions to the organizational chart
during the quarter. #n organization chart and station list of all units
essigned to the battalion is at inclosure 1.

4 ce. Personnel changes of command and principal staff positions within
the battalion for the reporting period are at inclosure 2,

de The 212th CSAB and its subordinate units! authorized and present
for duty strength as of 31 July 1968 are at inclosure 3.

es The type aircraft which were authliorized and on hand for the battalion
and its subordinate units ereat inclosure L.

fo The results of the quarter's operations by subordinate units in sorties
flown, trcops lifted, cargo transported, enemy KBA, sampans and structurce
destroyed, and aircraft lost or damaged are at inclosure 5.

g, During this reporting period the 212th CSAB engaged in operations
against the enemy on 92 consecutive days, flying a total of 33,081 sorties.

he There were no tactical nor administrative movements made during the
quarter,

i. Events of historical significance,
FoRoT RO
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(1) The following dttacks on friendly installations took place
during the reporting period:

(a) On 20 May 1968 at 0125 hours the Marble Mountain Airfield
raceived approximately 31 82mm mortar rounds. The U.S. Army area of MMAF
received a total of four rounds, The attack lasted 10 minutes and resulted
in light damage to one 0-1. No causalties resulted from this attack.

(b) On 22 May 1968 at 0200 hours the Marble Mountain Airfield
received approximately 20 82mm mortar rounds, The U.S. Army area of MMAF
received only one 82mm round. The attack lasted approximately 10 minutes
and resulted in moderated damage to one OV~1C and minor damage to one OV.1C,
No causalties resulted.

(c) On 26 May 1968 at 0230 hours the Hue Phu Bai Airfield was
attacked. Approximately 87 60mm mortars were received. Of those, approx~
imately 11 60mm mortars were received within arcas accupliod by U.S. dry
elements under this command. The attack lasted for approximately 30 minutes
and resulted in the following damage.

(1) Uw21 -~ Minor damage é2g OV-1B - Heavy damage
(1) U-6A ~ Heevy damage 1) OV~1C - Light damage
(3) OV-1A - Light damage

There were no causalties as a result of this attack.

(@) On 27 June 1968 at 0119 hours the Marble Mountain Airfield
received approximately eight 122mm rockets. The U.S. Army area of this com-
mond received twe 122mm rockets. The attack lasted approximately 5 minutes
nd caused no damage to aireraft. Casualties were one KHA fhyee WHA hoge
pitalized and 21 personnel who received minor outs, abrasions and etc,

(e) On 3 July 1968 at 2213 hours the Marble Mountain Airfield
received approximately nine 122mm rockets. The U.S. Army area of MMAF
recelved a total of two 122mm rockets. The attack lasted approximately §
inutes and resulted in no aircraft damage or personnel casualties,

(£) On 23 July 1968 at 0230 hours the Quang Ngai Airfield
received two 82mm mortar rounds in the U.S. Army area occupied by elements
of this command., This attack resulted in light damage to two 0-1 aircraft
«nd produced negative friendly casualties.

(g) On 28 July 1968 at 2045 houre the Quang Ngai Airfield
recoived eight mortar rounds which resulted in two 0-1 aircraft receiving
very light damege. The aireraft were still in flyable condition after
the attack. No casualties resulted from this attack.

(2) The following are significant activities which occurred dur-
ing flying missions:

CONFIDENTIAL
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(a) The loss of 245th OV-1: At 1930 hours on 8 Jun 68, an
OV-1C of the 2L5th Survoillance Airplane Company on a reconnaissance
mission received an unknown number of hits of 50 caliber fire in the
vicinity of YB 9692, The crew bailed out and the ailrcraft wss destroyed,
The crew wag picked up 2t 0830 9 Jun &8,

(b) The loss of 13lat QV-1: At 1000 hours 15 Jul 68 an
OV-=1A of the 131lst Survaillance Airplane Company was on a visual recon~
naissance mission when it received one hit of 37mm fire and subsequent-
ly crashed, The crew bailed out and weg pickcd up: The aircraft was a
total loss,

(c) 282nd assault in the Khe Sanh area: On 25 Jul 68 the
282nd Assault Helicopter Company, 212th Combat Support Aviation Battalioen,
supported the lst ARVN Division in operation Lam Sam 241, The mission of
the 282nd AHC was to lift troops into landing zone XD 923500 where the
troops were to be used 1s a blocking force for a sweep conducted by U. S,
Merines. At 1430 hours thenine ships began the initial 1ift, The flight
encountered heavy automatic weapons fire with several ships sustaining
bettle damage, The lead ship of the second element received 18 hits,
then was flown to 1Z Stud, where it wes considered unsafe vo fly, Out
of 560 troops %o be lifted the 282nd LHC transported L60; 200 to the
landing zone and 260 to 12 Stud, The remaining troops were lifted by
Marine CH-U6's, The lift ships addionally perfarmed 10 medicdl evacuat-
ions, one U.S, and nine ARVN. Five 2ift ships accumuleted 33 hits,

The results of the operation were: Two friandly KIA, 10 friendly WIA
and nine enemy KBA,.

(3) Significont administrative activities
(2) During the reporting period the 212th CSAB received its

I.G, Inspectiole Results of the inspection #ere gatisfactery in oll arcas.
The date of inspection was 10-15 June 1968,

3
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2, (C) Seotjon 2, lessons learncd: Comuandoris Obscywvaiions, Evaluations
and Recormendations:

a. Pgrsonnel

(1) Timely Replacement of Personnol

(2) Obsorvation: There is an inadoquate time ovorlap
between arriving and departing personnel,

(b) Evaluation: Personnel arriving in-country, perticularly
maintenance personnel, are not sufficientlytrained & exporionced to
perform the dutios as required in this envioronmoni, n most cases tho
roplacnont arrives as tho incumbent departs, All too oftun the roplecc-
ment arrives after the doparturc of his prodecessor, Thils sitvetion
causcs groat strain on the individuwaltls abllity to perform and the
Ilicdiaey of the unit, This strain could bo climinated if the rcplace=
nont and incumbent had more time togethor, This would result in the trans~
for of duties and rcsponsibilities with greator officiency arn’ without
adversoly affeeting the unit'!s mission,

(¢) Recomu.endations: Fuplihcoment personncl should arrive

; at the time that the incumbent becomos a twenty day loss, This overlap
. would cncble OJT to be conductod and tho trangfor of dutics to be

acconplisied in a more satisfactory mannor,
be Opcraticns
(1) Gunships Tactics

(a) Obscrvation: A 50 caliher mochine gun can bo attacked
while mininizing oxposurc to its anti-alreraft potontial,

(b) Evaluation: Through oxpericnce in operating in the most
northern province of I Corps, it has been found that NVA weapons cnplaccwments
arc usually built with a north-south axis. This boing tio cose, tho most
offcetive fire will be north and south of this position, Aveiding thesc
arcas the offcctivenoss of the position will be minimizod,

(¢) Recormondation: Attacks on an gastward or wostward heading,
Lead ship maintains betwocn 1000! - 1200! absolute, Wingshlp is upprox-
inately 400 metors to tho rear and 200 motars to ono sids.st 800% ~ 1000!
obsolute, Both ships begin the attack together, The lead shd; will havo
a steep angle of attack; the wingship will have a shallow sngloof attacke
Both ships firc on the target togethex, Both ships broak vogothars The
wingship places mini~gun fire on the target throughout the breok,

&
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(2) Firefly Mission

(a) Obscrvation: The firefly cennot be operated offoce.
tively with the illumination of a full moon.

(b) Evaluation: The fircfly is composcd of a light firo
team and a light ship, Tho light ship operates from £00!' - 1000' absolutcs
The {unship wiich controls and navigates for the mission maintzins 15001
absolute, Tho attacking gunship operates from 300! ~ 600' absolutc and
is blecked out, With the illumination of a full moon, thc low ship is
placod at a groat disadvantago. The advontage gained by beins blacked
out is lost by tho moon silhouotting thc low ship, Tho low ship can
not afford to be detected at this low altitude,

(¢) Rocommondation: On mights wheon a full moon cxists

the light ship should be replaccd by a flare ship and daylight tactics
cuployod by the firc toan,

. Lradning

(1) Sca Survival and Junglo Survival Training

(a) Obscrvation: Air crows flying over arcas peculier
in tuaeir cnvironmental survival characteristics, in particulor fligihts over
cpen waters and jungle terrain, are ofton not afford.d tho benefit of
school training, Dven when opproved, the training ofteon falls midway in
the aviatorss tour resulting in a period whercin if the aviator were faccd
with a survival situation in thesc circumstances, his chances of succuss—
fudly mestering the surrounding clements and cmerging alive would be scvorc—
ly rcducced.

(b) Evaluation: The initial treonsition to in-country
flying is a tiwe when the aviator is loast fomiliar with associatcd rescuo
procodurcs, roscus cquipment utilized by the rescuing agencics, ond the arca
in waich he is operating., Thereforc this becomes one of his most vulner-
aole times, Noting the programs of our sister scrvices, the fir Force and
Hovy, wherc the aviator rcccives this vital training before ontering Viot-
nam, tac neccssory courso of action beconmes apparcnt.

(¢) Recommendations: Pro=Victnon training should be
civen the aviators roperting for assigmient in-country, cither in conjunc--
tion with sclools ostublished and owcratod by the Navy and fir Force or in
a0 Army sponsorcd program of similar typo.

(2) Obsorver Training

(a) Obsorvation: Thoro is a nced for better troined

5
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(b) Evaluation: Aerial observers in Ol aireraft freauently are
sent out to £y reconnaissance missions with little idea of what is expacted
of them, Not unusal is the G2 or S2 clerk who is picked at random and noti-
fied tQ report to the flight line for a mission a short time before departure,
In {)iik way the supported unit "meets their requirement" to the supporting
aviation campany, The use of a large mumber of observers regardless of quali-
fiocations, 1s likauiso detrimental to the success of the mission, Employing

J a number of observers does not allow one or two observers to become intimately
familiar with a particular area. As the quality of the observer decreases the
Pburden upon the aviator increases and flight safety is endangered.

(¢) Recommendation: Observers should be trnined formally, sched=
uled well in advance, supplied with data on the area to be covered and limited
in number so they can become fully qualified in a specific sector or sevtors.

(L) More Experience for O-1 Aviators,

(a) Obscrvations: There 1s a definate need for all aviators
arriving in RVN and being assigned to O-l1 units to have more experience with the
0-1, All aviators are extremely werk on landing where a cross wind or gustirg
wind condition exists, The lack of pilot proficiency is further compounded
by the 0-1G which the pilot flies, it is normally operated at a well over gross
weight condition and has an aft CG which tends to increase the probability of an
incurred ground loop.

(b) Evaluation: A high incident of ground loops within this com-
mand has been directly attributed to the lack of aviator experience, especially
concerning cross wind techniques, The implimentation of the MWO incorporating
the castoring genr, whille reducing the number and sevoerity of incurred grcund
loops, still docs not supplant the desired aviator experience level,

(¢) Recommendations: The USAARVNS should allocate additional
time for training in the 0-1, If this is not possible, more time should be
allocated tu the transition staxe with additional emphasis placed on landings
‘n cross wind and gusting wind conditions.

d. Intelligence:

(1) Pilot and Observer Debriefines

(a) Observatin: In instances where the observer and pilot of
~he 0-1 aircraft are from separate commands, there 1is often not a coordinated
.~uriefing of both pilot and observer by the same facility,

CONFIDENTIAL
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(b) Evaluation: The supported agencies arc missing a souree
of vital information whenever the pilot is not included in a coordinated
debriefing in conjunction with the obsorver, Usually the pilot reprosents
more flying tiwme and familarity with thu arca of operation than the cbe-
gorver. Ho knows the intricacies of acrial obscrvation and is thercfore
a suppliment and enaugnentation to the information provided by tho obe
3CI'VCIr,

(¢) Recommendations: That the G2 scetion of cach supported
unit furnish a person to dcbricef both pilot and obscrver immcdiately after
cach mission, Valuable information cen bo obteined from two sources ine

, stead of one, whilc it is still frosh in the minds of tho personncl,

¢. Logigtico
(1) cupprator Sct Ce26, Solf Propellcd.
(a) Obscrvation: The TO&E auxiliary Powor unit FSN 6115-~69-5935

Genorator 7,5,KW, 28 volt, DG doos not provice ample power to ground chock
the OV=1 scnsor cquipmont,

(b) Evaluation: Tho power rcquircments of the SLAR and IR
systams in the OV=l aircraft approach 7,5 KW. By taxing the APU o its
ey irmm, tho DC current becomes wisteady with a resultant "ripple! in
tie appliod power, This "ripple" curront surge causcs the circuit breakers
to trip, When using the TOLE APU, the only way to prevont the ripplo
surge is to lecave the aircraft battery comncected in the circuit to pro-
vide & rescrvoir quarding against sveges. This however is an UJAPPROVED
onc WGAUTHORIZED procedurc not utiliszed becausc of the possiblc damage
to voth battery and APU. A roquest for issuc of a generator sct with a
minirum output of 10 KW was initiated but it was net available in the
frmy invontory, An ENSURE request is now pending tc obtain adequato US
Air Forcc gencrator scts, the C-26,

(¢) Rocommcndation: Since the OV-1 scusor systems have to
be chccked prior to cach flight, besides trouble shooting in the cvent of
a malfunction or routine maintenance, 21l OV~1 units should be authorized
by TO&E, generator scts from 10 KW to 30 KW with a purc ripple filter,
28,5 volt output, and a portable capebility.

() T~53, L~7 Engincs on the OV-1

(a) Obscrvation: Uianccessary delays havo been cncowirbered
in receiving the proper determination that is neceasary to replace a
1=53, 1~7 cnginc on thc OV-1 Mohawk,

(b) Evaluation: AR 750-23 rcquirces Genoral Support Gommanders
to perform diagnostic checks and validate the nocessity for promatws.
rconovel of certain insialled aireraft cngincs which fail, or oporote more
5inally, prior to completing thoir cstablished time between overhaul (TBO).
Lacl: of General Support facilitics frequently results in cxcessive delays,
or complctoly precludos obtaining roquirod Goneral Support validation, This
problom appoars to be ceused by nonavailability of personncl ot Gonoral
Support Units, and the absencoe of any firm SOP implementing the provision

A 750'23'7 CONFIDENTIAL
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(c) Recommendations: The responsible General Support Unit
should provide the required team within twelve (12) hours. If a team ocan~
not be provided, they should so annotate DA Form 2407, Maintenance Request
and give the Direct Support Unit authority to validate removal. This would
permit the Direct Support Unit to request a replacement engine utilizing an
V EDP priority and prevent excessive aircraft nonoperational time. Engine
romovals validated by the Direct Support Unit would be turned in to the ap-
propriate DSU facility for forwarding to the General Support Unit. Upon
receipt by the General Support Unit, the engine could be placed on an engine
test stand for a determination as to serviceability., Engines tested service-
able would be reparied if within the capabllity of the General Support Unit,
or forwarded to the appropriate overhaul facility.

(3) Radar Set, AN/APN-22

(a) Observation: The radar set AN/APN-22 is a radar altimeter
that measures absolute altitude above the terrain., Units utilizing this
piece of equipment were experiencing excessive maintenance and operational
difficulties with this equipment.

(b) Evaluation: After an analysis of the characteristics of
the equipment and the assocliated operating procodurcs, it was found that
‘he primary cause of difficulties was the operation of the set while on
the ground, causing the frequency modulated signel to reflect excessively
vhen taxiing on plain steel planking or aluminum planking, thus burning out
elements of the receiver transmitter RT-160 APN-22 and electronic control
crplifier AM-291/AP-22, The prior standard operation prodcduros ifivolved”
the turning on of the set while airborne but failed to include the shut-
down procodures until on the ground. By confining the accomplishment of
both operations only while the airecraft is airborne, a significant inorease
in the operational life of the system and a reduction in the associated
nzintenance problems resulted.

(¢) Recommendation: Al) OV-1 units be informed of this
change in operational precoduroca,

(4) - 7 % |

(a) Observation: The III Marine Amphibious Force suggested
this unit test a thin base f£ilm, Kodak Plus = X Aerial Film Type 3041, in ‘
the KA~30 camera. This would nearly double the film capacity for large erea
coverages and offer a substitute in the event of inadequate supply of the
regularly uscd film.

8
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éb) Eveluationt A thin besed film, Kodak Plus - X Aorial Film
Type 30LYL FSN 6750~042+~9863 nearly double the film capacity when used in the
KA=30 camera cessettes which helped greatly when the unit was assigned creas
to be photographed which required two rolls of reguler besse film., The film
appeered to work well in the camera an no adjustment to the camera lens wes
necessary, The problem in employment of this £ilm lies with processing. This
£ilm 1s processed in ES-38!s employed by this unit. The ES-38 proeessing
equipment is all automatic to include the drying of the film, When this thin
based film is run through the processor at narmal speed the £ilm processing
throwh the dry box isn't dried completely and becomes tacky. The film is
wound on a roll and the emlsion sticks to the £ilm base, When urwinding the
film, bits and pieces of varying sizes are torn out of the emulsion., The
likely alternate solution to this problem is toslow down the drying time.

This doesn't succeed because slowing down the drying time will also slow

down the processing time, This will cause the film to be over processed,

The negative will be too dense or dark, because the entire process from
develcping time to drying time is regulated by one control, Raising the
tempereture in the bax has not solved the problem of drying the film, there
are even indications that this protlem of tacky film emulsion 4s also influenced
by the humidity in the air.

(¢) Recommendation: That all OV-1 units be advised of these pro-
blems utilizing thin bese film and they only use it if they have ameans to
use seperate contiols to separate the processing and drying times,

(5) 0OV-l Signal TItems

(a) Observations: Repair of reccverable items is a major problenm
arca since most Mohawk peculiar items must be returned to CONUS for repair,

(b) Evaluation: The Sipnal Platoon has many outstanding work orders
for recovercble items, A1l items were evacuated to CONUS, To requisition a
like item Signal Surply uses the work order number for the item evscuated to
CONUS, AMMC in Saigon will not honor the work order number until notified
by the DSU that the item was evacuated, Excessive lapsed time has occurred
on notification which causes a great deal of lag between turnin for repair and
icsio  of a like item,

(¢) Recommendation: 2nd Plt AVEL NORTH should initiate a more
expeditious means of notification,

(6) Usg of $3160,000 maps for Visual/Recon, FPheoto and Infrarad Migsions.

i (2) Observation: Pilots will fly two or more V/R, Photo and
*Infrared nissions on one sortie, This means that for each mission flown the
_pilot cerries map coverage of the area., Usually this means separate map
.covarage for cach mission and normally thore arc two or more map shocts to

. bo joinedto cover a mission, The pilot is facod with bulky map sheets; how=
sover, the use of 1:100,000 mnp shoets will reduce the bulk considerably.

9
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(b) Evaluation: Many times pilots will cover a number of missions
on one sortie. This requires a map for each mission and results in as many
as four maps being carried on a sortie. This prodlam is compounded especially
where two or more map sheets must be put together to cover a mission. The
ugse of 1:100,000 maps will substantially reduce the number of map sheets which
must be carried on a sortie. The 1:100,000 maps are a new and special series;
each sheet replaces four 1:150,000 map shecets and it corries the same.dptail
as the older 1:50,000 map sheets. This doesn't necessarily mean that the
1:100,000 map series replaces the 1:50,000 series. The 1:50,000 map sheets are
still needed by interpreters to plot the coverage of photo and infrared mis-
sions.

(c) Recommendation: That all OV-1 units be made cognizant of the
adequacy of this loglistical substitution,

f. Organizationt None
g. Other: None

3. (U) Section III, Department of the Army Survey Information: None
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AVGH-CO (15 Aug 68) 1lst Ind _
SUBJECT: Operational Report-lessons Lecrned (GRLL) for Quzrterly Period
Ending 31 July 1468, RCS CsFui 65 (RI) (L,

DA, Headquerters, 16th Cembat Aviation Group, AFPO %6337

T0: Cormanding General, lst Avietlon cripade, oTTN:  AVea-lH, APC L0384

1. (U) This neacdcuzrters has reviewed the casic re rt and cuncurs with
the content eicert as ..oted telow. Certeoin odditic.al remarce heve bLecn
added for clarity.

2. (C) Sec.iva II, lecsons Leirned: Cemiauders's Obcervatiuans, Svalu.tlcns
and Recommend.t «ns.

a. Fepe 4, pira 2a lon-ce cur. A croier inivsion vropr:m will spread
rotational losses so tiat qualified sersomiel a-e availavle to .r._ eriy
su ervice and train {ooce replacements wihcve skis.s nre narginal.

b. Fage 4, pLira Zo. Althioush this rractice may be eculicr to caeny
wite in the arca iad ciited, this information is belng cisseminaied to all
assl; ned un'its.

c. Poge 7, para 2e(l, Thc C-2v nelf iprojelied penerttcr cet wae ais-
aj. reved uacer tie L.SURE Presrawm,  Acti-n has been iailtinted te previee an
acce table sub:rititite for the rresent 7.5 W Gerer: tor. (V-1 uiaits connot
afford damage to vital ecriment covced by imoroper (feid expeaient jro-
cedures,

d. Page 7, pera 2e(2; Local GSU prccedures now authorize DS level
units to determine the serviceability of iastalled airer: £t en_ines. BEogines
sy ve removed and imeedi-te recwieiti.n of replocement engine is wut.orized.
The “eunlty encine is tihen eveo_uated b tie SU . evel to determine the
czintenance “evel required for ap ropricte re- irs. Unit has veen

i

notified.
WILLIAL C. TYRRELL
CLLLrEL, CE
Comnanding
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CONFIDENTIAL -

AVBA=C (Undated) 2d Ind . .
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 212tk Combat Support Aviation Battalion
for Feiiod tnding 31 July 1968, KCS CsFUl-65 (RL)

DA, HEGADQUAKTERS, 1ST AVIATIN BRIGAJS, AIO 96384 SEP 19 15uu

THRU: Commanding General, Unitecd States Army Vietnam, AT H: AVHGC~LST,
APO 906375 i
Commander-In-Chief, United States Army Facific, ATIN: GPOP-CT,
APO 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of s5taff for Farce Development, Department of the

Army, Washington L,C. 20310

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed this report, considers it to be
adequate, and concurs with the contents as indorsed except as follows:

Faragraph 2a, page 4. Nonconcur, A twenty day overlap as recom-
mended woula result in an overstrength of approximately 1,000 personnel
per day in the lst Aviation Brigade,

2. (C) The following additional comments are considered pertinent:

a. Paragraph 2¢(1), page 5. A primary objective of sending per-
sannel to the Sea and Jungle Survival Schools is to provide trained
personnel in each unit, thus giving the unit the capability of establish-
ing a training program for air crew members who have not had the benefit
of a formal survival school. UP paragraph 5c, lst Aviation brigade Reg-
ulation 95-2, units down to company level are required to appoint an
liscape and Bvasion (E & B) Officer on orders., The E & E Cfficer's duties
are to advise the Commander an training requirements and maintain
an effective survival, escape and evasion training program, A request
to Headquarters, USAIV to have all air crew members receive survival
training prior to or enroute to assignments in KVN has been submitted
by this headquarters,

b. Paragraph 2e(1), page 7. A goneratar of sufficient output to
accomplish the mission has always been a problem area, This head-
quarters advised the 14th Combat Aviation Group that if the 7.5 kKW
generator is unsatisfactory for the company's needs, the company should
submit an EIR in accordance with parsgraph 3-7.4, T 38-750. The ENSURE
request referred to was forwarded to USARV on 29 August 1968 by the 1lst
Indorsement to 245th Surveillance Airplane Company letter dated 13
August 1968, subject: Adequate Generator Set for Use with the AN/TKQ-2.
Recommend favorable action e taken on the ENSULE project to make
available a suitable 1(KW generator to this and similar units.
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CONFIDENTIAL

ACVA-C (Undated) 24 Ind SEP 1 1soc
SULJLCT: Cperational Report o 212th Combet Sunport Aviation lattelion
for Period Mndin: 31 July 1960, PCS C57C2-65 (R1)

ce Porarzraph 2e(2), pare 7. ost DS or GS companies surirorting
1st Aviation Brirade uzits do wobh recuire the validatio: ol 2 €3 unit
rior to removel and turn-in of an aircraft en;ine as cnecificd vy AL 750-
23, Recormend specific guidance te putlished uy U.lalV, sivins Lhe DG
compan or DS detochment cormander the autlority to validate ire necessity
for nremature removal., This lieadauarters has no jorisdiction te im lemrnt
chin es to maintenance policies overning 'lie operati~n of the IS
cenranies.,

3. (U) Rerort ar-ived at tiic headruarters vith 5 inclosures as 44 cd
in the reuo»t ‘nd a0t witk inclopures 2 and 3 vithdravr as indico ted on

tire 1rst indoracment.,

§. 7 SEG
1w, 2 GC

BB Tt Sl Bl 84 LR 0

e WE CUISLd UER:
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CONFIDENTIAL \b

AVHGC-DST (Undated) 3d Ind (C) MAJ Klingman/ds/LBN 4433
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 21<th Combat Support Aviation Battalion
for the Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

3 0 SEP 1968
HEADQUARTERS, UNLTED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1968 from Headquarters,
212th Combat Support Aviation Battalion.

2. (C) Comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning sea survival and jungle survival training,
page 5, paragraph 2c(1); and 2d Indorsement, paragraph 2a: Concur. This
headquarters is preparing a recommendation to DA, ACSFOR that, as a minimum,
all fixed wing aviators enroute to RVN complete a formal survival course.

b. Reference item concerning more experience for O-1 aviators, page 6,
paragraph 2c¢(4): Concur. This problem was discussed with the Director of
Instruction, USAAVNS, during his visit to RVN in July. In early 1968
initial entry fixed wing students began receiving an additional five hours
in the 0-1 during "D" phase of the fixed wing program.

c. Reference item ccncerning Generator Set C-26, self propelled, page
7, paragraph e(1l). The problem discussed in this item is currently under
review for submission of an ENSURE request. Based upon that review the
type generator considered necessary to meet the requirement will be sub-

mitted under ENSURE procedures if a standard item is not determined to be
suitable,

d. Reference item concerning T-53, L-7 engines on the OV-1, page 7,
paragraph 2¢(2); 1st Indorsement, paragraph 2d; and 2d Indorsement, para-
graph 2c: Nonconcur. The controls imposed by AR 750-23 are necessary to
preclude premature removal and replacement of engines. When specific
exceptiona are necessary to preciude excessive aircraft downtime, general
support units may delegate their authority to direct support units which
have qualified personnel assigned to determine necessity for engine
removal. Blanket authority and the imposition of specific time limits

14

CONFIDENTIAL

%
oy




CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DST (Undated) 3d Ind (C) 8 0 SEP 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 212th Combat Support Aviation Battallon
for the Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

are not applicable. This information is being forwarded to all aircraft
maintenance units in this command.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

YO My sZ~

W. C. ARNTZ
CPTAGC
Assistant Adjuta neral
Cy furn:
HQ 1lst Avn Bde
HQ 212th Avn Bn
CONFIDERTIAL
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GPOP-DT (undtd) 4th Ind (U) 9

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 212th Cbt Spt Avn Bn for Period
Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HQ, US Aray, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 11 0CT 1362

TO0: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed.

VA ged—

CPT, AGC
Asst AG

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
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1

212th CSAB Operatiocnal Statistics

9TR Ending 31 July 1968

T _ S
iSubordinate Sorties | Troops ! Cargo BEnemy | Structures Sampans | *Aircraf?i HPEHJ“M
dewﬁm Flowm Lifted | Lifted | KBA Dam Dest | Dam Dest ooswwasoa g
(Tons) b 85

21st RAC 4y 024, 0 0 137| 815 14344 | 68 46 2 7
131st SAC 1,195 0 0 of o Gi O ) 3 5
220th RaC 6,653 0 ow 3511 402 7%t O 0 0 2
2/5th SAC 1,305 0 o: o] o o] o 0 1 3
282nd AHC 13,141 | . 24,408 ‘_.Nm_ 399 8 82112 207 0 18
Corps hvn Co (Provy| 6,719 | 15,493 66| ol o olo o 0 3
HHC 212th 0 8] 0] 0] o] 0) O 0 0 1
212th CSAB 33,081 | 39,901 2421 887, 1,225 1945 .80 253 i 6 39
#21st RAC Aircraft Lost: 2 0=1 Adrcraft Damzged: 7 0-1

131st SAC Aircraft Lost: 2 OV-~1 17U=6A. Aircraft Demaged: 5 OV-l

220th RAC None Aircraft Damaged: 2 0-1

245th SAC Aircraft Lost: 1 0V-1 Aircraft Damaged: 3 OVel

282nd AHC Hone Aircraft Damaged: 9 Ubd=1B 2 UH-1D 7 UH-1H

Corps Avii Co none Aircreft Dauaged: 2 UH-1H 1 U-21

AHuH.Od.V ~

36 212th CSAB done Aircralt Damaged: 1 OH-64
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