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YA SECRET

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTZRS, 2D HOWITZER BATTALION, 3STH ARTILLERY
APO US Foroes 96257

AVAC=Y 31 October 1966

SUBJECTs Operational Reports for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1966,
RCS=CSPOR=65(U

THRUs Commanding Officer
54th Artillery Group
Attns AVGG<C
APO 96257

Commanding Officer

II Field Foxrces Vietnam Artillery
Attns AV AVi3 - FAc

APO 96227

Commanding Genersl
USARV

Attns AVC-DH

APO 96307

Commandexr=in-Chief
USARPAC

Attns GPOP-MH

APO 96558

TOs Assistant Chief of Staff for Foxces Development
Department of the Army
Washington, DC, 20310
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SECRET

SECTION I
1. (s) Significant Organization or Unit Activities,
8. Administrstion/Personnel., None
b, Intellijence, None

6s Training.

(1) A general training progrem directive has been forsulated
and will be published as & memorandum on i November 1966, This memorandum
provides guidance for replacement and refresher treining for all personnel.
In oxder to standardise poliocy concerning cannon gunnery and emphasize safee
ty precautions, 8 ocircular on gunnery procedures will also be published 1
November 1966,

(2) Aerial observers have completed training and currently
conduct visual reconnaissance, registrations and fire missions, Addie
tional personnel are receiving oross training in this field,

(3) on 22 October 1966, four officers and ten enlisted men
of this battalion departed for 10 days TDY to Headquarters EUSA, Koreas,
for nuclear weapons refresher treining.

(4) On the Job training and individual oross treining oon-
tinues ‘in all sections of the battalion.

d, Ope_utiom.

(1) On 200001 October 1966, the 24 Howitser Battalion, 35th

Artillery was regssigned from the 23rd Artillery Group to the 54th Artile
lexy Group by U!@ Genersl Order Mmber 6111, 1966,

=== “—-T

(2) HQ, B, and C Batteries ocontinued Genexel Support/Reine
foroing of the 10th ARVN Division from the Xuan Loc base camp, Battery A
oontinued Genexel Support/Reinforeing of the Austrelisn Task Force from
the Mui Dat base camp, and Service Battery (~) continued its support aisqd
sion from long Binhe~\The only change in the disposition of bastslion
olements was the move/of the battalion personnel section from the 25xd
Artillery Group ¢ 1idated personnel section at Long Binh to the S54th
Artillery Group sonsolidated personnel section at lLon; Binh,

(3)” During the quarter, elements of the battalion partici
erent field operations, with the £
) oy Ay, five opexrations lving & o $ bate

texy B, three operations, 68 days; Battyry C, 3 operations, 47 days, A
battalion HQ element aocompanied B Jatt on Operation Toledo far 13
days. While not engaged in field operations, all batteries continued nore
sl training, saintenance and area inpro nt and provided fire support

from their dase caaps,. 2
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' SECRET
d, Operationss (Con't)

(4) The first field operation for the battalion occurred
1-2 August when Battery B moved out in seneral supvort of units from the
10th ARVN Division operatin: to the southwest of Xuan Loo and out of range
of the base camp, The battery occupied one firing position and fired HAI's
and & preparation before returning to the base camp, The operation was
primarily useful in familiarizing the battalion with road march problems
and artillery support procedures for AIVN units,

(5) PFrom 14 August - 7 September the battulion provided gene-
rel support for Operation Toledo which was conducted by the 173rd Airborne
Brigade and attached units, Participating units of this battalion were
attached to the 3rd Battalion, 319th Artillery, of the 173rd. Batteries
moved out separately to a series of positions east and south of Xuan Loc in
support of search and destroy infantry sweeps. DBoth batteries fired exten-
sive HiI's and LZ preparations, However, there were very few observed mis-
sions and no significant surveillance of results.

(6) On 9 September B Battery was attached to the 1st Infan-
try Division and moved to lai Khe for a series of operations. At the end
of October the battery was still attached in a General Sunport/Reinforcing
role, making this the largest operation in which the battalion has partie
cipated.

(7) Battery C was again attached to the 3/319th Artillery
with the 173rd Airborne Brigade from 25 Septembexr - 17 Nctobexr for Operation
Sioux City and Robin. For Sioux City, the battery occupied a position
25km north of Bien Hoa and supported search and destroy sweeps within Artil-
lexy range. The battexry then moved back to Bien Hoa and down Highway 15
in support of a road clearing operation carried out by elements of the 173rd
Airborne and the 11th Armored Cavalry. Battery A also participated in this
operation, No enemy contact was made and only routine missions were fired.

(8) In addition to Robin, Battery A took part in the fol-
lowing operations during the three month period:s Holsworthy, 10«14 August;
Crow's Nest, 1-3 October; Canbery I, 6-10 October; and Queenbeyan, 16-26
October. These search and destroy operations were all conducted by the 1st
Australian Task Force and involved moving only part of the firing battery
to the field while the rest continued its fire support mission from the
battery base camp at Nui Dat,

(9) Ammunition expenditures for this quarter were as followss

August September Qotober
Msns  Rds Mons Rds Mans  Rds
Battery A 240 1428 187 T 1954 415 1499
Battery B 426 2744 718 4960 489 7720
Battery C 321 3001 24 817 A8 119
Sub-Total 1,193 7,170 1,139 10,731 1,455 11,018

Battalion Totals 3,787 Missions; 268,919 Rounds Expended
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SECTION II
Comnander's Observations and Hecommendations
Part 1, Observationss
&. Personnel. None

be Operstions.

Discouragement of VC load Mine laying
ITEMs Use of artillery to assist in keeping roads clear.

JJONs On operation Sioux City, in which one of our bat-
teries partiocipated, it became increasingly apparent that daytime road
clearing operations only temporarily removed obstacles from the path of
friendly forces, At nizht new mines and boodby traps were emplaced. Theree
fore, artillery H&I missions were fired using fuse VP and shell HE on un-
ocoupied portions of roads and shell HE and WP rounds with PD fuzes on
both sides of roads.

OBSERVATIONs Although this procedure did not completely halt the
emplacement of mines and boodby traps, it did cause a signifiocant reduction
4n the number of new obstacles introduceds The use of fuse VT on the unoc-
ocupied portion of the roeds provided & deterrent, while not subjecting the
road to damage., On two occasions partislly installed mines were discovered
in the vicinity of previous night H&I fires. Apparently the artillery
frightencd the VC away before they could finish the job,

Aptillery Hil Fires
ITDMs Artillery H:I fires in depth.

DISCUSSIONs The common practice for artillery H&I missions is to
plan & given number of rounds, a given nunber of times, on one set of co=-
ordinates. These are almost totally unobserved {ires into suspected areas
:r supply routes and are based on current intelligence without confirmae

ion.

OBSERVATION:s A systematic coverage of an area rether than firing
at & given point will greatly enhance the possibility of damage and injury
%0 the VC.

Aptillery Alr Werning Notification
ITMs Tstablishment of one standard air warning net.
DESCRIFTIONs In order to properly effect airoreft notification
of artillery firing, this battalion has to provide firing data to three
agencies s0 that it can be disseminated on three different nets. In ad-

dition, when the data includes a high ordinate, high performance aircreft
msust be notified which requires disseminating the data to a fourth agency.

4
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b, Oper:tions, Actillcy, air Jorain lotifiention (Coa't)
OBGAIVATIUNS  Muraisiia tho deta to all ilhese ajocicics [cnerates
a1 wnnecessry) delw in firia, ead scriously homsurs thy swprisc eleueat
of artillery fires, lrovidin;, licin, d.ta to ualr one aireraft coatrol
station would elimenate e:cems ridio ir. as.uis:ion cad vould sove time,

6. Treinin; and wezanizatiova, lone

de Intelli eice, .one

ce Lo istics, Ione

£+ Other, ione
Part 2, decou wendationss

a, HAI Pires,s LI fires ploiuied oin a nuuber oi cwordinetug in
cloge proxinity to the ecoordinate listed ag the suspect locction will
provide covoraze in depch «nd vidth of the aroa and afford o ;recier chance
of disrupting oncrations there, 4 8,stcuatic pro roi of aticcling tare

cets on an area basis, in this manier, should ocuse the VC not just to
nove ouv of the woy of the crtiillery, but to lecve the area alto_ether,

be aircraft Conirol stotions, It is rocoiiuonded thzt the aireraflt

control stetions be .ACY oncruoted, Since itVil as well o8 US units uge are
tillery, the coordinatin, centers would he mamaed by (ACV personiel, In
addition ARVI' pilots would then heve ecceas to the information of artillery
firing which thay do not aow have., Datz required by the pilots is the lo-
cetion from wihich the artiller;: is being fired, thu directioca of fire, the
ranze to the next thoustad weiors (for safety), the inclusive timc of fire
ing, and the ma:imus ordinate in feet oouputed from see lovel,
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The artillery air varning procedure has L:er ehar =
ed o 2 uire only one notificalion by tha tiring unit.
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’ SECRET 1 FRORCEY “(rogrmy

AVFB=FACO (12 Nov 66) 2nd Ind ( ¢) |
SUBJECT: Quarterly Operational Report (U) 2 2 NOV 1906

DA, HQ, Il FFORCEV ARTY, APO 96266

THRU: Commanding General, 1l Ficld Force Vietnam, APO 96266
Commanding General, USARV, ATTN: AVC«DH, APO 96307
Commander=in=Chicf, USARPAC, ATTN: GPOP-MH, APO 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department 6f
the Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

1, (U) The Operational Report submitted by the 2d Howitzer Battalion,
35th Artillery is considered adequate,

2, (U) Reference Section II, Part 2a; concur,

3. (C) Reference Section 1, Part 2b; nonconcur, The responsibility
for broadcasting notifications of artillery fires must rest with the US com=
mander having the responsibility for the TAOR/AO from which the artillery
is firing, A new regulation on this subject is presently being published by
HQ, I FFORCEV, This regulation makes provisions for broadcasting
notifications of ARVN artillery fires as well as US, The requirement to
notify pilots of artillery firing is not intended in any way to delay the de~
livery of artillery fires in support of units in contact or on immediate
type targets, The 2/35 Arty has been so informed,

4, (U) The overall classification of the ORLL should be SECRET
because of the information contained in Section I, para lc (3). The 2/35
Arty has been instructed to upgrade all copies of this report to SECRET,

ot @ vaaw Ditervals

' J LJL)"()&W@
RO oo K LS
GEOR » ALLIN, &,
Colonel], Artillery
7 Commanding
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8o 1312 <66
// SECRET
:gd.ct;:sug’::tm Report for ?;:nx::lgu riod Ending 31 Octeder
1966, RCS-CSFOR-6S (U) 05
DA, HQ II Field Force Vietsas, AP0 San Framcisco 96266 6 IO

THRU: Commanding Gemeral, USARY, ATT: AVC=DH, APO 96307
Commander in Chief, US Aray Pacific, ATTH: GPOP-ME, APO 96588

70 Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Dept of the
Aray, Washington, D.C., 20310

1., The Operational Report-lLessons learned subamitted by the 2D
Hovitser Battalion, 35th Artillery for the quarter eading 31 October
1966 is considered adequate and is forwarded herewith,

2¢ This headquarters has reviewed subject report and the lst
and 2ad Ind., Concur with the coaments and action taken as stated in
the basic report and let and 2nd Ind,

JOR THE COMMANDER:

1 Inel W B‘L‘miron z

ne WO.\V‘I.
Aeting Amt AG
ROy £
Jia y)t:lls
T O R R 2702658
¢ (4
AVC-67-S 2274 i
$3-8-87 1Y
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AVNOC-8H (31 Ost 66) &th D
SUBJEOT: Operationsl Report-Lesssns Learned for the Peried Ending
31 Ostober 1966 (ROB CEPOR-43)

MERADQUARTERS, UMITED STATES ANGY VIBTHAN, ATO Saa Prencises 96307 2 ! JAN 1567
70s Commander in Ohief, United States Aray, Pacific, ATTN: QFOP-OT

AFO 96538

LIS mmmmnummmmmn-mm
Learned for the peried ending 31 Octoder 1966 from lsadquarteres, 2
Howitser Battalion, 35th Artillery as indorsed,

2. Ooncur with the basic report as medified by the previcus
indorsemmats.

FOR THE COMMANDER: /—w
; R. ). THORNTON

fa L, AGC
'Asgt Adjotsnt Genenal
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Cropr=0T (31 Oct 66) 5th Ind (V)
SUBJECT: Operational Reportel.essons Learned for the Period Ending
31 October 1966 (RCS CSFOR-65), HQ 2d How Bn, 35th Arty

I, US ARMY, PACIPIC, APO San Francisco 96558 o () FEB 1967

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Porce Development, Department of the
Army, Waghington, D. C, 20310

This headquarters concurs in the basic report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

4

g 5. »
Col, 4
Asst Ag ac
|
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