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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARCMENT CP THE ..RMY
HEADQU.ATERS, 2ND BRIG.DE, 9TH INP..NTHY DIVISION
APO SuN PRsNCISCO 96372

N

1 AVDR-U47MB-A 30 July 1968
SUBJECT1 Combat Optrations - After Aation Beport

THRWy Comnmanding Genoral 3
Headquarters B
9th Infantry Division '
APO U.S, Forces 96370

TO+ Commander
United States Military ussistance Command Vietnam
ATTN:  MACT343
APO U,S, Forces 96222

1. NAME OF OPERATION: OFERATION TOAN THANG.
2, DATES OF OPERATION:

Phase I 1 162050 thru 182030 ®=37 1968

Phase IIs+ 270510 Junc thru 051500 July 1968

3. LOCATION: LONG AN and HAU HGHIA Provinces, RVN, Map References: : -
1:150,000, sheet Nr. 6229 I thru IV ard 6330 II and III, ; o

L, COMNMAND sND CONTROL HEADQUARTERS ;

Hoadquarters Mobille Riverine Force ;i;
2ml Brigade, 9th Infantry Division
Task Forse 117

5, BEPORTING OFFICERS: o
a, Captain R, S, Salzer, Commodore CTF 117, !

b. Colonel B. A, David, CO, 2nd Bde, 9th Inf Div,
(Commending Officer until 28 May 1966) ..

¢, Colonel Robert E, Archer, CO, 2nd Bde, 9th Inf Div,
d., LTC William F, Lackman, CO, 3=47th Infantry.

¢, LTC Lawreneoc E, Bryan, C0, 4=U47th Infantry, ‘

f, LTC John G, Hill, CO, 3=-60th Infantry, i
(Commending Officer until 11 June 1968) ‘

2., LTC George E, Marine, €O, 3-60th Infantry,
h, LTC W. F, Rawilngon, CO, 3-34th Artillery.
6, TASK ORGANIZATION: Sce Inclosure #1.

7. SUPPORTING FORCES,

a, U,3, Nayy: Naval support throughout the oporation was provid-
od by Tusk Force 117, Support included mutual coordination and pre-
paration of operational plansard ordsy Administrative and logisticel

2?7(‘;"7‘;“ CONFIDENTIAL DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIIED AFTER 12 YEARS. ]
DOD DiR 5200.10 _ i
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations = iAfter Action Réport ﬂ

requiremonts wore eff¢otively fulfilled, Oporational support includeds
oscort.and.riverine deployment of oombat units, cmployment of direot
and indirect Naval fires, Employment of riverine survoy and undere
watcer domolition teams, Tactical operations included employment of
assult suprort boats in eaglc float tactics, All operational support
provided assistud the brigade in 1ts response to intelligenoc targots,
and subsoquently to defcat the cnemy,

b. U.S. air Porees The 7th U,S, alr Foroec aupported tact'cal
opcrations, emnloying pre-planncd end immeodiate ajrstrikes, Principal
targets were troops in the opth. beeching sites, landing zoncs, bunke
ers and othcr fortified figr' .. weditions, Alrstrikes worc effeoc-
tively employed and no Significent probicms wore cncountered; targots
vicre properly marked and tdentified,

o, Army aviation: Army aviation asscts were provided through
9th Infantry Division, Maximum utilization was made of air ocavalry
units when the enemy cvaded ground forces, Helicoptem were employecd
extensively 1n msriel recoanaissence, people sniffer misslons, ard
to satuate the AO With infantry elements in searsh of tha enemy. When
contact was established, light fire tcams and agsanlt helloopter
companies oontributed decisively toward the enemy's destructicn,

d, Artillery: Artillery fircs, employed indepcndontly or with
airstrikes and gunships, Were effectively omployed to destroy the
encemy and block his withdrawal from areas of contact, Reswonse to
all fire missions Were quick and efficient, Artillery fires wWere
emploved extensively to suppress hostile fire against attacking
forcos and %o eliminete sniper activity,

8, INTELLIGENCE:

a, Gencral, Encmy activity in Selgon (during Phase I} was chAar-
actcrized by sporadic contacts in the eighthpreclnet (south of the
DOl Caral) and in the Sixth precinct {west of the PHU THO race track),
The pradominant cnemy threat to the Naval assault support boats was
cbnsidured to be along the CHO GAO Canal/SONG TRa/SONG VAM CO, which
wag tre routc of entry to the AO. Previously, several underwater
@ining incidents occurred along the CHO CAO. The cnemyV¥s presence
along the waterways continued, and his activities included tax cole-
loction and bunker construction, Within the A0, the cnemy's presence
along waterweys was estimated to be at squad level, However, VC and
NVA units were infiltrating and exfiltrating SAIGON, The enemy forees
inciluded an artillery regimental command post’ resupply and stagging
personncl, and a VC Comrand Headquarters,

b, The ecnemy forces within the A0 during Phase II of the oper-
ation consisted of VC/NVA forces massing to attack SAIGON, Consider-
able intclligence reports of enemy movement and activitics along
estublished LOCs and MSRs indicated an attack against SAIGON was
imminent,

9, MISSION:

a, Phase I:. Mobile Riverinc Force and elements assigned to opei-
ational control of 2nd Brigade, 9th Infaatry Division, attack at H-
Hour, 17 May 1988, to locate, fix and destroy VC/NVA MF elements in
A0 SNAKEPIT, including an ariillery regimental command post, resupply
and staging areas and & VC cuomcand headquarters 1n zoneg,

b, Phase IIs+ Mobile Riverine Force conducts airmoblic, riverine,
reconnalssance-ine-foroe operations in BEN LUC, THU THi, Districts,
LONG AN Province and DUC HOA District, HaU NGHIA Province, to looate
fix and destroy NVA/VC c¢lements in zone, Coincidentally interdiost
cnomy MSR~ and LOCs,and locate cnemy Supply caches,
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10, CONCFT OF OPERATIONS

a, Phase X: The Brigedo®s concopt of oporation was to employ
the 3-47th Irfantry as the lead elements of & riverine oconvoy tnto
the A0, The 3J=47th Infantry would deploy from DONG TAM at 162300
May to AO AMAZON and move along the BACH VANG to the BACH XOM CAU
to XS843660, The Lel7th Infantry would foliow the 3eU47th Infanciy
but move to A0 SAHARA and conduct emgle float operations, The 3-39th
and 4«39th Infantry Battalion (=), OPCON to the Brigede, would be
employed in airmobile sssaults to exploit contacts developed by the
Brigsde's mansuver battalions,

b Phase I1: The scheme of mancuver irvolved employing the 3«60t

Infantry by riverine movement to AC POFEYE to sssault BED Beach #1
and subsequently attack northwest “n zeno, The battalion would alsc
be oemployed in airmbile assauits throushout the A0, The 3=47th Inf-
antry would deploy by riverine movement to assault GREEN Beachus
and subgequently attack northwest in zone, Artillery supvort would
;g p{gzided from two FSBs ostablished in tho vieinity of X8605763 am.

575845,

11, EXECUTION:
a, Phasc Ii

(1) As originally conoeived, the operation commenced 1in
accordance with OPORD 45-68, Commencing 162050 May, the 3=34th
Artillery and river assault craft deploycd to establish FSB FARLY at
XS897618 to support the trancit and employment of the mansuver bat-
talions, After conducting oagle float opecrations along the NUI
Biver, the 3-47th Infantry beachcd at 0755 hours, i7 May, in the vice
inity of XS5875691, The 4=i7th Infentry beached 15 minutes later at
X5880690, after conducting eagle f.oat operations along the BA DANG
River, &hroughout the day B/7=-18% Air Cavalry made aerial reconnais-
sance of the A0, and support grovmd force in thelr attacks,

(a) 1Initially, th. 3=47th Infentry employed B and C
Companies to sweep south aftcr heaching, while A and E Companles ree
mained cmbarked prepared to reinforco contacts if encountered, During
its sweop Company B apnrehended two dctainecs, »At 090C hours E
Company ,3-47th Infantry was inserted in the vieinity of XS861679, and
Company A inserted later at 0940 hours in the vieinity of XSB62678.
It was during its beaching, that Company A engaged one VC who was
hlding in nipa palm necar the landing site, The first significant con-
tact of the battalion ocourrcd whon A/3=U47th Infantry c¢noountered VC
snipers near the beashs one VC was killed anmd two U,S, WHA resulted,
As the sniper engagement continued, it intensified; an estimated
platoon size eneny furce was employed *n small groups te engaged the
advancing forces, The btattalion slowly mancuvered against the insure
gont force, Artillexy, airmstrikes and B/7-1st Afir Cav reinforced the
infantry's attack, As of 1525 hours the engagement continued, Come
pany A 3=47th Infantry had sustaincd three U,5, KHA rnd five WHA,
Company B had onc WHA, A POW was capturcd with his AK=U7 and chicor
revolver g;‘eompany A in the vielnity of XS863677. Thc enemy broke
contact ot hours, and the 3=47th Infantry scarched the area from
which 1t was engaged, 17 V(U KIA werc found in bunkers along the
river in the vieinity of XS862675,

(b) The.b=lt7th Infantry conducted 1ts .agle float and
beaching operations without incident, and &% 1300 hours it had woved
to the vicinity of XS867737., Shortly thercafter.it made contact with
small groups of VC snipers, ~Company B received threoc WHA from the
initial engagement and flve WHLs later, One VC tiger socout was KHA
whon a grenadc was tosscd into B Company's position, Company E sus=-
tained threc WHA whilc moving to the vieinity of XS871636, The cone
tact torminated at 1600 hours and a scerch of the arca was padc,
B/4=l7th Infantry accounted for two VC KIAs, and three additional VC

OONETDENTIAL .




ConERENTIAL

AVDE-U7MH-A L
SUBJECTs Combat Opcretions = After Actioa Report

KIAs were located in tho vioinity ef XS871736.

(o) The 3-39th Infantry (-) omploycd its Company A in
an airmobile assault,at 1030 hours tc the vicinity of X582063¢ to
cxploit & contact of the 7-1st Alr Cavelry, Thirty guorrillas wore
alloged to b oporating in the vieimity of X§817629, C/3-39th Inf-
a?try %as 21rlifted to the vieinicy of X8813632 to oomplomont Company
A's mancuver. Company A capturcd threc VC and throo AK.47s, and kil-
led five VC in the vioinity of X8815636. At 1545 heurs the cnomy's
fire diminished to sporadie smipor firs, and tcrminated st 1600 hours,
The two companics continued its movoment without further inoident,
ggggiggjc establishcd night defensive position ir the vielnity of

[ ]

(d) The 4=39th Infantry {[-) made no significant ongage-
ments during the day, C/4=39th was airiiftcd in the northern portion
of the AO to an LZ in tho vicinity of X5893737: while B/4-39th Inf-
antry rcmained at NHA BE in an-RRF posture, During tho day 18 aire
strikes were empleycd in support of the infantry battalions, Seven
VC KIAs were contributed %o the total killed as & result of airstrikes,
At the end of the day, 41 VC were KIA, five POW oaptured, 11 weapons
were captured, and 107 bunkers were destroyed, Fricmdly casualties
were five U.S, KHA, one VN KHA, and 21°U.S, WHA,

(2) The operailon continued on the morning of 18 May, dfter
the units' night resupply kits werc oxtracted, The 3=-47th and b=47th
Infantry continued cagle float operations, 88 the 3=39th Infantry {~)
searched its arca of previous contact, Throughout the day 'contact
was limited to sporadic ¢ngagoments of B-40 rocket, small arms and
auiomatic weapons fire, No contact could be cstablished with 4 unmit
slge foree; thc onemy continued to employ his Torces ln small (tWo to
three [enlgroups, S

' (a) The 3-47th Infantry cagle floated southwest along
the NUI RIVER and subseguently beached 1ts olements at 0930 hours
in the vicinlty of XSBU2557 tc search the area, Several bunkcrs wWeso
destroyed, and supplles and emmunition were captured, At approxinmate-
¥ . +00 hours all clements wore extractud by ATC and procceded in the
cagle float opcration, yrtil 1550 hours, no cngagements werc made,
It was at that time A/3=47th Infantry cncountcred sniper fire while
searching in the vicinity of X5893660, Shortly thereafter,B and 2
Compenice Were engaged with B=i0 rockct and small &rms fire, Company
A was employed in a blocking position in the vieinity of XS893665,
while C apd E Companics swept towards the blocking position. The bat-
talion continued its overation until late 1n the cvering, 1t was late:
éxtracted and retumn ¥o the MRB. - -

(b) The b=47th Infantry eagle floated north and west
along the BA DANG River and bcached in zhe vieinity of X5865737. The
battalion conducted & thoroush search of the area, and found 18 VC
vodies . Lwo Be4C rocket launchers and several ‘grenades, The VC
KIAs Were the result of artillery and sirstrikes employed ln the area,
At 1325 hours, B/3=i7th Infantry was engaged with B=40 rocket and
small arms rire, With the support of artillery, the company suppress=
od the cnemy fires, The battalion embarked ATCs to continue 1ts
eagle float operations In the nbap-time slrstrikes, artillery and
gunships engaged suspocted VC positions in the vicinity of XS904725
where the rocket fire originated, At 1640 hours,B and E Companies
were inscrted in the vicinity of XS506724 to scarsh and clear the
arca, Company E found four chlicom carbines, and one 57mm recoilless
rifie rourd, The company 8lso engaged & small group of VC (five to
six) running in the arcaj ons VC KIA resulted, Co B was also cn%? 4
with smell arms and automatic weapons fire; the company cstablis agf
contact and obtaimed five VC KIA, As the contact coatinued Compiny
E mencuvered in support of Company B, Together they attacked anenemy
bunger positicrn in the vicinity of XS905727. When Yhe contact coased
the two companius ewopt the arca and reported 10 VC IIA ,and several

-
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ttems of equipment captured, The 7-1st Alr Cav ascounted for ten
additiens] VC KIAs in support ef the buttalion's contaot. The Bir
eav troops continued to engags small group of flseing VC, and by 1900
hours reperted nine VC KIAs, The battalioa (=) bacikloaded on ATCS
and returned to the MAB, s

(¢) The 3-39th Infantry conducted a seArch of 1ts aréa .
of previous contact umploying Company C in the viocinity of X88320723, T
At 0930 hours Company C located 12 VC who were proviously killed by - °.
artillery fire, amd one RPG-2 rocket launcher in tho vicinlty of x883
2633, Company C continued rsconnaissance-in.foroe operations, and st
1020 hours,located five VC KIA previously killed by airstrikes in the
vicinity of X8342634, At 1340 hours Company A commenced alrmodile
oporations from BACH KIEN, and at 1400 hours had completed ts 1nser-
tion in the vieclnity of X8838640, The only contaot of the day, oo~
ocurred at 1435 hours when Company A © d three VC with weapons
moving west from the viocinity of X5893662, The battalion continued
1ts search in the AG, and was later oxtracted by eir to BACH KIEN at
1755 hours, The 3=39th Infantry wae released from QPCON of the 2nd
Brigade at 1800 hours, After oxtraction of its night kits, the 4$«39th
Infantry conduoted a block and swwep operation in the northern portion
of the A0, Company ¢ was oxtracted from its night defenaive positions
and veinserted in the vicinity of X3883752 at 08%3 hours, The company
established an east to west blocking position oriented to the north,
Conpany B subsoquently mede an airmobile extraotion from NHA BE, at
0905 hours, and wes jnserted in the vioinity of XS5879765, B/4=39th
Infartry initiated reconnaissance-ineforce operations to the south
and west, movihg towards the blocking positions established by € Qoms
pany. The battal’ n (=) was extracted from the AQ and returnsd to
NEA BE at 1730 hov i, The 4=39th Intantry was released from OPCON
of the 2nd Brigade at 1800 hours, .

(d) Throughout the¢ day, asssult craft of River Division
91 supported the buli?th Infantrys ac! was amtushed while beaching the
unit &t 1320 hours, Tho boats encountered BeiC rocket and automatio
voapon fire from both banks of the KINH IO, Fourteer Navy men and one
infantry man wero WHA,although the snemy 7ires weres quickly suppressed,
In a later engagement the river assault craft reported three VC KIA
and captured one AK-;&I, Nine alrstrikes were employed during the day
resulting in 24 VO and 42 bunkers destroyed,

(3) Results of the two day operation weres five U.,S, KHA,
ont VN Tiger Scout XHA, 37 U8, WHA, and six U,S, WNHA, Eneny losses
consisted of 126 V¢ five POWs, 61 detalnees , une 57mm recollles
rifle, three B/ rockef: launchers, ont RPG=2 rocket launcher, ten
AK-47%s, 8ix ohiocom oarbines, one .38 cal pistol, one 9ma chicom
pistol, 11 B=M0 rounds, oas RP®G-2 rounds, 500 AK-U7 roumds ard six
AK-47 nagazines captured, In additicn, 180 bunkers were destroyed,

b, Phase IIs

(1) On 27 June, the Mobile Riverine Foroe initiated offonsiw
operations ir support of Operation TOAN THANG ~ Phasc II. The oporw
ation began at 0510 hours, when the 3=34th Artillery and river assatt
craft deployed to cstablish FSB WAGON WHEERL in the vicinity of XS90
3687, The 3=-47th Infantry amd 3-60th Infantry vwere employed into the
A0, corduoting beach assaults; after which, the two battalions attacke
od southwest and northeast respecctively, employing eagle float teehe
nlques, The 3=47th Infantry ini’ially employed B amd E Companios
in boach agsaulte in the viecinlty of X8866680 and XS870681, while
Company C remainsd afloat as the battalion RRP, C/3=47th Infantry
subscquently beashed at XS861651 and eonaenced to sweep through the
wroa; one engagement ocourred at 09185 hours, The oompany ongaged one
VC in the vi. .lmty of X8867680) upon examining tho VC KIA, it was
assumed that he was an officor, Tho VC worc & holmet and web gegr
anl carried s Smm pist ., Continuing ite sweep operations C/3=47th
Infantry obssrved & ~  _, of six to seven individuals running in the
area; tho group Was aressed in greon uniforms, Artillery was employed

CONFIDEN TIAL -
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against thc group,vhich was ovading tho conpany's advanco; rosults
of the cngagument wWore undotermined, Continuing its ogcrationl,thc
company moved to & PZ located in tho vieinity of X83568, whore it
found a chficom handwcapon (pistol), The battalion umploycd Company
C ip &n alrmobilc assault at 1352 hours to exploit intclilgcnee ro=
ports of onomy sotivity ir thc vicinity of XE 40645, A scarsh of
that arca revcaled only booby treps amd .o evidcnoe of rocent enomy
activity, The 3=47th Infantry continucd 1ts omployment of B and B
Corpanice in oagle float and rooonniiseanco«-in=foroc oporations until
1830 hours; at which timo,it cstablished night defensive positions
amd cmploycd ambush patrols.

During thc day, the 3-60th Infentry was employed conducte
ing cagle float and airmobilc opcrations, Tho battalion conductoed
caglec float operations from X8895758 to Xs887030, and recoanod in
forec without any significant cngagements, At 1100 hours E/3=60th
Infantry was cmployed in an airmobilc nssault to cxploit an intelle-
igence targot in the viciaity of X3925740, BSubscquently C¢/3=60th
Infontry was alse cmplo' -4 by airmobile agsault to the vieinity of
XS903710. The battalion continued 1ts opcration without incident
until 1815 hoursy at which timc it ¢stablished night dcfensive posli-
tions in the vieinity of XsS873728, XS883730 and XS913702, Throughout
the day, D/3=5th Gav provided acrial reoonnaissance and gunshlps
support to the mancuver battalions, Another VC KIA was killod
by the air cav troupsWhen it engaged & small group fleeing in the
vicinity of XS854692; one 9mm pistol was captured after the engagoment,
PSYOPS activitics were conducted in conjunction with "Peovle Snmiffer"
missions flown durins the day, Five alrstrikes were also omployed
in support of the day's operatlions twolve bunkcrs were destroged,

(2) After a guiet and unoventful iight, the MRF continued
operations at dawn om 28 Jyne, At 0340 hcurs,thc 3=47th Infantry
embarked ATCS in the vicinity of its night defensive location, and
deployed to conduct beach assaults. E/3=-47th Infantry beached at
XS708625 and commenseG 1ts sweep oporations. B/3=l7th Infantry dc-
ployed to cstablish @ PZ in the vicinity of FSB YUMA. The company
beached at X5699599 and preparcd for alrmobilc operations, €/3«l7th
Infantry beached in the vicinlty of ¥5683585 and attacked northwest,

“At 1025 hovrs, B/3=47th Infantry was airlifted to XS692642 and attacks

od southwest. In the moantime, the 3-60th Infantry had embarked ATCs
and mado beach esssults empioying Company E at X%S689661, and Company
A at XS652661, ©C/3-60th Infantry was ajrlifted from ¥5913702 to an
1LZ jocatod at ¥S645636, Throughout the daysboth infantry battalions
Wore employed in cxtcnsive airmobils and riverine roles, Multiple
insertions were mede to seek out the enomy. ®people Sniffer® missions
conducted throughout the A7 indicated high reedings of humsn activity
in the areas of XS712620, XS718654, X$710643 apd XS$722650 eariier in
the day, Howevcr, both tho ground forces and D/3=5th 21r Cav wers
unable to locate apd engago the cnemy, The J=47+ Infantry contline
ued its operations until 1820 hours, arnd established night defensive
positions at XS700618, X8688598 and X5694£18, The 3-60th Infantry
ostablished night defensive positions in the vicinity of Xs56565659,
XS734566, XS650623 and X5669€37, Throughout the day, the 3e34th
Artillery supported the ground forces from PSB YUMA loocated at XS70
2606, D/3=5th Alr Cav continued iis support conducting acrial recon-
nalssance and providing light fire tcams, Two airstrikes were om=
ployed resvlting in five bunkers destroycd amd ten structures dapaged,

(3) At 0625 hours thc operation continucd with the 3=47th
Infantry moving to FSB YUMA in the vioinity of X8702606 for cxtraction,
At 0715 hours, the battalion (-) backloadea ATC and returned to the
MRB without incidcnt, The 3-60th Infantry cm joycd C and B Companics
in &n airmonilc assault te the vieinity of XS 97598, where they backs:
loadod ATCs at 0825 hours and returned to the MRB. A and B Company's
backloadcd ATCs in the vicinity of thelr night defensive position
at 0748 hours and 0905 hours rospectively, and returned to the MRB.
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Tho 3-348h Artillery (-) dcparted PSP YUHA, and movod to X5898615) the
battalion (=) was LRF at 1600 hours,

(4) oOperations continucd on 30 June with the MRF implementing
Frag Ordor #4 to OPORD 55«68, The 3-34th Artillery («) dcparted the
MRB arca at 0400 hours to cstablish FS8B CHEYENE in tho vieinity of
XS£276, Tho battslion arrived at 0915 hours ard wag LEHF at 1000 hours.
A/3=3hth Artillery derloycd from Dong Tem and joincd the battalion ut
FSB CHRYFNE., The 3-47th Infantry amd 3.60th Infantry were cmployed
in boach assaultcy aftcrwhich, both battalions were employcd in sube
soquent airmobileo and riverine insertions.AtApproximatcly 0430 hours
the 3-47th Infantry and 3-60th Infantry cmbarked ATCs and procecded
up the SONG ViM CO DONG to the A0 commonly titlod the “Eagle's Beak",
B/3«-60th Infantry beached, and established PZ SAILY (XS586799) &nd pro=-
pared for an alrmoblle ascault to vieinity of xssaea3g. A/3=50th Inf-
antry beached at RED Beach #1 in the vieinity of XS6i12760, and Company
E was irnsorted in thy viecinity of XS8575794., In the mean*ime, the
3-47th Inrantry had beached on GREEN Beashes in the vicinity of XS57
78, and was reconning-in-force northeast in zone, Tho 3-47th Infantry
encountered no signiiisant contacts during the day; however, at 1530
hourz Company A sustained two U.,5, KBA and two WHA from s 105mm round
booby trap ‘n the vicinity of XS5592786, B/3~50th Infantry was air-
11fted to vieinity ol XS588835 at 1115 hours, landing without incident
Shortly thercafter, one of the alrlift helicopters was cngaged and
downed by hostile fire in the vicinity of XS525817; ao ocasualties ree-
sulted and the helicopter was latcr extracted, C/3-60th Infantry
cenducted an alrmobile assault from XS612760 to vicinity of XS517825%
at 1316 hours, The battalion made & series of alrmobile insertions
throughout the day without incident until 1800 hours, A8 A/3=60th Inf
last airlift was departing & PZ in the vielnity of XS543821, it re-
ccived sporadic small arms fire resulting in one U,S, WHA, E/3=50th
Infantry found onc case of U,S, grenades in the viciplty of XS542827,
The in’antry battalions subsequently e¢stablished night *efensive pos-
itions and employed ambush patrols, The 3-47th Infantr, was located
in the vicintty of XS592730, XS593789, and XS585793, Tr: 3-60t- Inf-
antry was located im the vicinity of XS559832, XS553831 and X5557812,

(5) oOperations continued on 1 Juv y, With the 3-60tcu Infantry
commencing cagle float operations, sgo northn from its nigzht 4dufonr.w
positiona to the vicinity of X85b§913 without any signifiece.:v gontac.
or cangagencnts, Scveral booby traps wer. destroyed during vhe bag-
talion's rcecone-in-force operation, The i.60th Infantry (=) wag CZ=
tracted 1a the vicinlty of XS547913 at ioly hours,and returncd to the
MEB at 2350 ihours, The 3=U47th Infantry attacked northoast from 1ts
night defensive positions. At 0116 nours, Company C received smali
arms and Me79 fire resulting in four U.8, WHA, The remeinder of the
day was spent exploiting intelligence targets using airmobilec amd
riverine tmoties with no significant contact; however, at 0832 howe
vicinity of XS594789,Company C had ¢ne U,5, KHA from 2 105mm round,
booby trap, At 1020 hours, in the vicinity of XS600785 Company € sus-
tained one U,S, WHA from a booby trap, C («) and E Company backloaded
ATCs,at 1900 hours,in the vicinity of XS6276 and rcturned to the MRB,
The remainder of thc battalion embarked ATCs from the vicinity of
48899622 and XS906657, and returned to the MRB,

(6) The MRF concluded thc five day overation at 2305 hours
when the 3=34th aArtillery deployed from FSE CHEYENNE to the vicinity
of XS503753. 48 a result:of tho operation, NVA/VC infiltroation act-
ivities were cvidently redueca, The absence of cnemy contact and
cncmy losses though small (four VC KIA, five seapons and assorted
munitions) were indications of the enemy's desire to c¢vade fricmdly
forccs, During the operatiorn three U,8, KHA and eight WHA resulted,

{7) oOn 2 July tne Brigade deployed the 3-60th Infantry to
DING TUONG Province to beccmo OPCON te the 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry
Divisicn, The 3-60th Infantry was subs:quently smployed to secure
F8Bs establicicd in the vicinity of Rou o #4, e deployment was
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initieted st 1455 houre whcn A/3-60th Infantry dcployed from the MRB
Vo & PZ in the vielnity of XS897615, The company was thon airlifted
to PSB MOORE in the viocinity of X82650, <Tho remaindecr of thc battal.
ion deploycd tc thc PZ, and was airliftcd to tho TAQR Whero it was

on loiod on multiple LZa, B/B-&ch Infantry was airliftod to FSB

L in tho vioclnity of XS2450, Company C te the vioinity of XBUGU9,
and Company E to FSB Lﬂm in tho vioinity of X83249, The battaljion
¥18 paseod OPCON to the 3rd Brigadeo at 1830 hours, The 3=U47th Inf-
&rtry remairned at thc MBB and omployed B Company in dofense of the

MRB and P53, 2he 2/E/3-47th Infantry vontinucd its task eof socuring

4 tarker (truck) in the vicinity or X8641767, The platoon was ome
ployed on 1 Jwly to soocurc the tanker which fell through a bridgo on
30 June, The 3-47th Infantry continued its preparation for oporations,
and on 4 June commcnced reconnaissance in force operations in GO CONG
Provice .

) {8) The Moblle Riverine Foree ocontinuod offensive operations
er. * July, impleuenting OP FRAG i to OPORD 56=68, Thc objective of
tac operation was to sonduct riverine and reconnsissance in force
opecrations to looatc and dcstroy the Silbith VC Battalion and other
c€ncay elemonts in HOA LOC, HOA, DONG, CHAU THANH Distriects, GO CONG
Prevince, The operation was initiated in coniunotion with thn MAFs
subtiequent redeployment to DONG TaM, . At O4LS5 hours, the 3=34th .
Artillory amd 1t: eBcorting river assault oraf: deployed to establish
PSE LAVERICK in the vicinity of X5825538, The battelion arrived at
0600 houra and was LBF at 0645 hours, Conourrent with the artiliery
battal lon's departure, tho 3-U7th Infantry (=) proceeded to the AC
tn emylov 1t8 ¢lements in beach asseultss 2fterwhich, the battalion
¥ould attaui --u%" and esst ir zone, A/3«47th Infantry btcached in
the vicinity of XSc07502 at 0800 hours. B5/3=47th Infantry boacheod
shortly thercafier,in the vicinity of XS814505, Both sompanics moved
south and soutncast while reconning in forec, E/3-47th Infantry in-
1¢1ally remalned embarked as the RRP, and at 1100 hours the company
beach 1n the vicinity of X5780519 aml moved south in zonc, The bate
talion continucd 1ts opcration without incident, destroying bunkors
andjencing up the arces containing cnemy cquipment and supplics,.
B/3~47th Infantry apprehended throe dotaineces with weapons and found
tro additionsl weapons, Tho detainces were later determined to:be vCs,
Another VC was captured by Company E, The battalion continued 1ts
Oferation until 15’40 hours; at which time 1t ¢stablished night defen
sivo poalt%ons employing Company A in the vicinity cf XS79 s Come
pany B in the vicinity of XS%BSZB and Company E in the vicinity of

- X8797492, D/3-5th Air Cavalry provided serisl reconnaissance and gun-

ship support throughout the day, Nelther the sir eav troop or the
battalion encountered any engagement during the operation,

(9) On,5 July, the ¥RF continued the operation with the 3-47tk
Infantry emberking A™CS in the vieinity of 1ts night defensive posi-
tions and deploying to Dong Tam, The battalion completed tue transit
moving through the CEO GAO Cansl, and arrtved at 1500 hours, Tho 3=33tk
Artillery duparted FSB MAVERICK at 0045 hours and transited the CHO
GAQ Canal to Dong Tam, The MRF departod the SOI BAP Anchorege at
0630 hours end depioyed by way of the South China Sea and MY THO
River to.Dong Tem; the transi: was comploted at 1435 hours, The 3J=664+
r;szrgmasod from QPCOX of tho 30d-Brigade aad yoturscsd %o #he MRD et

02 hours, . . o

12, RESULTS:
a, Phase It
(1) Enemy porsonnel casusltics POW  DET

KIA
Period 162050 thru 182030 May 135 5 é1
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{2) Prienmdly porsonnel casualtiecs, KHA WHA WNHA
Period 162050 thru 182030 May 6 37 6

bs Phase IIs

(1) Enomy personnc)l casualticss KIA POW DET
Poriod 270510 Jun thru 01235 Jul 4 0 25
Period 040415 thru 051500 Jul 0 b b
Total enemy casualties: T T

£2)} TPriondly pursonncl casualticss KHA WHA WNHA
Pexiod 270510 Jun thru 012350 Jul 3 ) L
Beriod 0U4OLLS thru 051500 Jul 0 0 0
Total friondly casualtics: R R

13. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: None

14, SPECIAL TECHENIQUES:s Onc new technique which was employed Succegg.

fuily was thc JITTERBUG., The JITTERBUG Coneoept is a toure-step procede
urc ustd te Yooate, .fix, develop and finally destroy an encmy target,
With absolutely no preereconnaissance, the Commandand & Control (C & C)
aircraft of the maancuver clement and an LFT enter an L0, Working as a
toam, they attempt to confirm intelligence ta."zet leoostions or locate
new targots, Whea a target is located, five of the troop=1lift air-
craft (alrcady losded and airborne) are inscrted to engase the targel,
If contact is made or cnemy movenent out of the arca is detooted, a
sccond get of five 1ift ships is inserted to block enemy cvasicn taote
ies, As the sitvetion develops, additional troop lifts of five or ten
alrcraft are inserted, By not committing the airmobile mencuver elem-
ents until a definite target has been loeated, troop strength is con-
served and the flexibility to react to any encmy move is retained,

15, COMMANDER AFALYSIS: Throughout both phasts of Operation TOAN
THANG, the presence of the Moblle Riverine Force reduced the facility
wityi which NVA/VC c¢lements could infiltmmte and cxflltrate the Capital
Milicary District of Salgon, The Brigade's ability to move anywhere,
aboard TP 117 ships, 1itsclf represents a continuing deterrent tc ene-
emy lnitiastives ageinst citices and installations, The encmy must cle
ways consider the fact that the MRF has the capability to operate
against his base areas, his routes of communications and his urits
whenever they may mass to launch attacks, The two phase operatcion
stressed the significants of employing airmoblle and yiverine assets,
Tactios during both phases of the operation substantiated the conclu=-
sion that riverine and ajirmobile means represent logical complements
to one another, Assault helgcopter comnanics were employed extensivel
to enhance the mohility of Thc Brigade, such thai infantry elements
wore inserted as required within the A0s to locate, fix, and destroy
the enemy, Alrmoblle assets are a must, and their avallability and
utilization can vastly influcnce the course of a tactical situation,
Employment of alr cavalry troops *n support of Brigade operations has
had prudominent influcnce in obtalning the desired tactical flexibili
during cngagements, In addition, the organic fircpewer of the air
cavalry troops contributed toward dustroying the ensmy,

16, RECOMMENDATICNS: None

For THE COMMANDER:
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FASK _ORGENIZATION

1, OFOSD 43-68 {Poriod 162050 thru 182030 May)
HELDQUARTERS, 2nd Brigade, 9th Iarantry Division

&, 3-47th Infantry Battalion
b, U4=l7th Ipfantry Battelion (-)
c¢. 3=34th Artillery Battalion (-}
d, 3-39th Infantry Battalion (-} OPCON
¢, 4=39th Infantry Battalion (-, OPCON
f, B/7-1st Air Cavalry
g, Assault Helicopter Company
2, OPORD 55-68 {Period 270510 Jun thru 512350 Jul)
HEADQUARTZRS, 2nd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division

a8, 3=47th Infentry Battsalion
b, 3-60th Infantry Battalion
¢, 3-34th Artillery Battalion (-~) DS
4., D/3=5th Alyr Cavalry
¢, Assault ¥ellcopter Compeny
3, Prag Order 1 to OPORD 2668 - (Period O404i5 thr:i 051500 Jul)
HE.DQUABRTERS, 2nd Brigele, 9th Inrsntry Livision
a, 3=47th Infantry Eatﬁelion
b, 3I-34th Artillery zettalion (=)
¢, D/3=5th Air Cavalry
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