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CONFIDENTIAL
DzP4RMENT OF T= -

IrI."U-RTWEB, 2ND IRIG,-D, 9TH INFNTRY DIVISION
APO SN FL-NCISO0 96372

• 0AVDE-4N-A 3 July 1968

SUBECTI Combat Operations - After Aotion Report

THRU# Coewandtng General
Headquarters
9th Infantry Division
APO U.S. Forces 96370

TO, Commander
United Statcs Military ,issistance Command Vietnam
ATTN, MACJ343
APO US. Forces 96222

1. NAME OF OPERATIONs OPERATION TOAN THMNG.

2. DATES OF OPERATION&

Phase I , 162050 thru 182030 May 1968

Phase II, 270510 June thru 051500 July 1968

3. LOCATIONs LONG AN and HAU HGHIA Provinces, RVN, Map References#

1050,000, sheet Nr. 6229 I thru IV and 6330 II and III.

4. COMIAND &ND CONEROL HESDQU&RTEBS,

Headquarters Mobile Riverine Force

2nd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division

Task For3, 117

5. PEPOHTING OFFICFRSs

a, Captain R. S. Salzer, Commodore CTF 117.

b. Colonel B. A. David, CO, 2nd Bde, 9th Inf Div.
(Commanding Officer until 28 May 1968)

o. Colonel Robert E. Archer, COP 2nd Bdo, 9th Inf Div.

d. LTC William F. Laokman, COP 3-47th Infantry.

o. LTC Lawrence E. Bryan, CO, 4-47th Infantry.

f. LTC John G. Hill, CO, 3-60th Infantry.
(Commanding Officer until 11 June 1968)

g. LTC Gocrqe E. Marine, COP 3-60th Infantry.

h. LTC W. F. Rawil1son, CO, 3-34th Artillery.

6. TASK ORGANIZATIONi Soo Inolosure #1.

7. SUPPORTING FORCES,

a. US. Navyi Naval suppert throughout the oporation was provid-
od by Task Force 117. Support included mutual coordination and pre-
paration of operational plansand ord Administrative and logistical

VDIRa o-r 0 o CNI)tTA
CONFIDENTIAL DOWVNGADi0 AT 3 YEAR INTERVAtS;

DKLASSIFIED' AFTER 12 YEARS.
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requirements wore eff~ctively tulfilled'. Operational support Includodi
escort.and-riverine deployment of oombat units, employment of direct
and indirect Naval fires. Employment of riverino survey and under-
water demolition teams. Tactical operations included employment of
assult support boats in eagle float tactics, All operational support
provided assisted the brigade in its response to intelligence targets,
and subsequently to defeat the enemy.

b.' U.S. Air 4.orces The 7th U.S. Ali Force supported tact 4
.cal

operations, emnloying pro-platned and immediate alrstrikos. Principal
targets were troops in the on,ýh booching sites, landing zones, bunk-
aeu and other fortififd figr.' -. ox-!rjons. Airstrilkes wore effoc-
tively. employed and no significant problems wore encountered; targets
wore properly marked and identified.

c. iirml Aviations Army aviation assets were, provided through
9th infantry Division, Maxrmum utilization was made of air cavalry
units when the enemy evaded ground forces. Helicopte wore employed
extensively in aerial reconnaissance, people sniffer missions, and
to satuate the AO with irfantry elements in search of the enemy. When
contact was established, light fire tcams and assault holioopter
companies contributed decisively toward the enemy's destruction.

d. Artilleryt Artillery fires, employed independontly or with
airstrikes and gunships, were effectively employed to destroy the
enemy and block his withdrawal from areas of contact. ResT•onso to
all fir. missions were quick and efficient. Artillery fires wore
employed extensively to suppress hostile fire against attacking
forces and to eliminate sniper activity.

8. INTELLIGENCEs

a. General. Enemy activity in Saigon (during Phase I) was char-
actcrizcd by sporadic contacts in the eighthprecinot (south of the
DOI CarAl) and in the Sixth precinct (west of the PHU THO race track).
The prcdominant enemy threat to the Naval assault suppoit boats was
obnIds,.rd to bc along the CHO GAO Canal/SONG THia/SONG VAM CO, which
was the route of entry to the AO. Previously, s;veral underwater
mining incidents ocaurred along the CHO CAO. The enemy t s presence
along the waterways continucd, and his activities included tax col-
loction and bunker construction. Within the AO, the enemy's presence
along waterways was estimated to be at squad level, However. VC and
NVA units were infiltrating and exfiltrating SAIGOix, The enemy forces
included an artillery regimental command post, resupply and stagging
personnel, and a VC Command Headquarters.

b. The enemy forces within the AO during Phase II of the opor-
ation consisted of VC/AVA forces massing to attack SAIGOý1, Consider-
able intelligence reports of enemy movement and. activitiels along
established LOCs and MSRs indicated an attack &gainst SRIGON was
imminent.

9. MISSION,

a, Phase I,. Mob-.lo Riverine Force and elements assigned to opel-
ational control of. 2nd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, attack at F-
Hour, 17 May .968, to locate, fix and destroy VC/NVA KF elements in-
AO SNAKEPIT, inc.leding an at~llery regimental command post, rcsupply
and staging areas and a VC coand headquarters in zone,

b. Phase IIs Mobile Riverine Force conducts airmobile, riverine,
reoronnaissanoe-in-forcoe operations in BEN LUC, THU TRIEui, Districts,
LONG AN Province and UIJC HOA District, H&U NGHIA Province, to locate
fix and destroy NVA/VC elements in zone. Coincidentally interdict
enemy MSRr and LOCsand locate enemy supply caches.

CaWC/115/
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10. CONQPT OF OPZELATIO1i

so Phaine lo The Brigode's concept of operation was to employ
the 3..A7th Irfantry as the load elements of a riverine convoy Into
the AC. The 3.47th Infantry would deploy from DONG TAN at 162300
May to AO AM&2ON and move along the EACH VANG to the RACE XCI C~rU
to X8843660.* The 4-47th Infantry would foliow the 3*.4?th Infaixtryt
but move to AO BAUMR and conduct eagle float operations. The 3-39th
and 4.39th Infantry Battalion (_)j OPOON to the Brigade, would be
employed In airmobile asseaults to exploit contacts developed by tho
Brigadele maneuver battalions,

bo Phase Ile The scheme of maneuver irvolved employing the 3-60fh
Infantry by rivcrine movement to AC POPEYE to assault RED Boach #1
and subsequently attack northwest ' n cemo. The battalion would also
be employed In airmbile assaults throughout the AO, The 3-47th1 inf-
antry would dovloy by riverine movement to assault GREEN Beaches
and subsequcntly attack northwest In zona. Artillory support would!
be provided from two FSBs established In the vicinity of XB605763 aMwL
XS 575r845.

11. EXCTI~

ao Phase Ij

(1) As originally conceived, the operation ecmiaenced in
accordance with OPOED 45-68. Commencing 162050 May, the 36-34th
Artillery and river assault craft deployed to establish FSB FARLY at
XS897618 to support the transit and employment of the maneuver bat-
talions. After conducting eagle float operations along the hNUI
River, the 3_47th Infantry beached at 0755 houri., i7 May, In the via,-
Inity of XS87569i. The 4w47th Infantry beoached i5 minutes later at
XS88o690o after conducting eagle fl~oat operations along the BA DANG
River. TIhroughout the day B7/7_isý Air Cavalry made aerial reconnais-
sance of the AO, and support groundi force In their attacks,,

(a) Initially, th.. 13-47th InfEantry employed B and C
Companies to swoop south aftor beaching, while A and E Companies re-
mained embarked prepared to reinforce contacts If encountered. During
Its sweep Company B apprehended two detainees. s-At 090C hours E
Company .3-47th Infantry was inserted In the vicinity of xS86i679, and
Company A Inserted later at 0940 hours in the vicinity of xS862678.
It was during its be-aching, that Company A engagsd one VC who was
hiding in nipa palm near tho landiag site. The first significant con-
tact of the battalion occlwrrd when A/3-47th Infantry encountered VC
snipers near the beach; one VC was killed and two U.S, WHA resulted.
As the sniper ungagement continued, It intensified; an estimated
platoon size enemy fGrce was employed !n small groups to engaged the
advancing forcos. The battalion slowly maneuvered Against the insur-
gent force, Artille.ry, airstrikos and B/7-lst Air Cay reirtforced. the
Infantry's attack. As of 1525 hours the engagement. continued. Comn-
pany A 3_47th Infantry had sustained three U.S. KRA rnd five WHA,I
Company B had one WHA. A POW was captured with his AK-4J7 and chicow
revolver by Company A In the vicinity of XS863677. The enemy broke
contactcl9& hours, and the 3-47th Tnfantry searched the area from
which It was engaged, 17 VL. KIA were found In bunkers along the
river in the vicinity of X6862675.

(b) The 4-47th Infantry conducted its aglo float And
beaching operations without Incident, and at 1300 hours It had 'noved
to the vicinity of XS867?37. Shortly thcruaftcr~it made contaut with
small groups of VC snipers. Company B received three WHA, from the
initial cngagemcnt and. five I-Ils later. One VC tiger scout was KHA
when a grenade was tossed Into B Company'~s position. Comp~any E sus-
tained thrsee WHA while moving to the vicinity of XS871636. The con-
tact terminated at 1600 hours and a search of the area was made.
B/4-47th Infantry ao~ounted for two VC IaAs, and threc additional VC3I
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KIAs were located in the violnity of X6871736.

(o) The 5-39th Infantry (-) employed its Company A in

an airmoblle assaultgat 1030 hours to the vicinity of X682063( to

exploit a contact of the 7-let Air Cavalry. Thirty guorrillas wore
alleged to bL operating in the vicinity of X3817629. C/3-39th Inf-

antry was sirliftud to the vicini y of X8813632 to complement Company

A's maneuver. Company A captured three VC asd three AK-476, and kil-

led five VC In the violnity of XS815636. At 1545 heurs the enemy' i

fire diminished to sporadio sniper fire, and terminated at 1600 hours.

The two comnanies continued its movement without further incident.

Company C ostablished night defensive position Ir the vicinity of
XS831633.

(d) The 4-39th Infantry (-) made no significant engage-
ments during the day. C/4-39th was airlifted in the northern portion
of the AO to an LZ in the vicinity of XS89373?i while B/4-39th Inf-
antry remained at KRA.BE in an-BRP posture. Durl-ng the day 18 air-

strikes wore employed in support of the infantry battalions. Seven

VC KIAs wore contributed to the total killed as a result of airstrikes.

At the end of the day, 41 VC were KIU, five POW Captured, 11 weapons

were captured, and 107 bunkers were destroyed. Friendly casualties
were five U.S. IRA, one VN KMA, and 21-U.S. WRA.

(2) The operation continued on the morning of 18 May, dfter

the units' night resupply kits wore extracted. The 3-47th and 4-47th

Infantry continued eagle float operations, as the 3-39th Infantry (-)

searched its area of previous contact. Throughout the day 'contact

was limited to sporadic Engagements of B-40 7ooket, small arms and

automatic weapons fire. No contact could be ostablished with 6 unit

size force the enemy continued to cmploy his forces In small (two to

tnree men groups.

(a) The 3-47thý Infantry eagle floated southwest along

the NUI RIVER and subeauently beached Its olcments at 0930 hours

in the vicinity of XS842657 to search the area. Several bunkers wore

destroyed, and supplies and ammunition were captured. At approximate-

JJ .00 hours all elements wore extractud by ATC and proceeded in the

eagle float operation. Until 1550 hours, no engagements were made.

It was at that time A/3-4?th Infantri encountered sniper fire while

searching in the vicinity of XS893660. Shortly thcreafterB and 2

Companies were engaged with B-40 rocket and small arms fire. Company

A was employed in a blocking position. in the vicinity of XS893665,

while C and E Companies swept towards the blocking position. The bat-

talion continued Its oTperation until late In the evening. It was late:ý

cxtractud and return to the KRR.

(b) The 4-47th Infautry eagle floated north and west

along the BA DANG River and beached In zhe vicinity of X5865737. The

battalion conducted a thorough search of the area, and found 18 VC

bodies . two B-40 rocket launchers and several grenades. The VC

KIAs were the result of artillery and airstrikes employed in the area.

At 1325 hours, B/3-47th Infantry was engaged with B-40 rocket and

small arms fire. With the support of artillery, the company supprese-

ed the enemy fires. The battalion embarked ATCs to continue Its

eagle floiAt operation. In the mOAPtime airstrikes, artillery and

gunships engaged suspected VC positions in the vicinity of XS904725

where the rocket fire originated. At 1640 hours,B and E Companies

were inserted in the vicinity of XS906724 to search and clear the

area. Company E found four chicom carbines, and one 57mm reocoillesu

rifle eoursd. Tho company also engaged a small group of VC (five to

six) rxunnng in the areal one VC KIA resulted. Co S was also erZPXd

with small arms and automatic weapons fires the company establishýd

contact and obtained five VC KIA. As the contact co.tinued Company

E maneuvered in support of Company B, Together they attacked anenemy

bunker position in the vicinity of XS905727. When the contact ceased

the two companies swept the area and reported 10 VC KIA ,and several
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items of equipment captured. The 7-1st Air 0ev coocunted for ten
addition~a VC JaAs in support or the buttelionse contact. The air
eav troops continued to ongae. small group of fleeing VC, and by 1900
hour. reported nine VC )ClAn. The battalion (-~) bailkloaded onnATCs
and returned to the lIRB.

(o) The 3-39th Infant~ry conduoted a search of its area
or previous contact employing Company C In the vicinity or X88326"D.
At 0930 hours Company C located 12 VC who were previously killed by
£020ler fire,lanod five VO KU procevioauslykiledryarle in the vcnt fX8
artillerpay Cie acdonetinued rsocketlsau-nchreri theraicionity ofA at
12633 ComrpoanCcotined fiveoCnZA peioslynkilled by loperaions, an ath
vicinity iof X5342634, At 1340 hours (Company A commenced airsobile

Operations from EACH KIEN, and at 1400o hours had completed its Inser-
tion In the vicinity of X6838640. The only contact of the day, oa-
ourrod at 1435 hours when Company A a d three V.^ with weapons
moving west from the vicinity of KB89T The battalion continued
Its search In the AC, and was later extracted by air to RACE IIEN at
1755 hours. The 3-39th Infantry wan released from OPOON of the 2nd
Brigade At 1800 hours. After extraction of Its night kits, the 4-39th
Infantry oonducted a block and swoep operation In the northern portion
of the AO. Company C was extracted tree its night defenaive positions
and reinserted In the vioinity of XS883752 at 0051 hours. The company
established an east to vest blocking position oriented to the north.
Company B subsequently made an airmobile extraction from NM BE, at
0905 hovrs, and. wee Inserted In the vioinity of XS879763. B/4-39th
Infan~try Inlt'iatE~d reoonnaissanoe-ifll-forco operations to the south
and west, moving towards the blocking positions established by 9 oo
pany. The battal! nx (-) wasn oxtraot-ed from' the AO and returned to
NRA BE at 1730 ho., i. The 4-39th Intauntry wes relbased from OPCOO
of the 2nd Brigade at 1800 hours,

(d) Throughout the day, assault craft-of River Division
91 supporttj t he 4-1 I7th Infantryi ~j was ambushcd while beachi ng the
unit at 1320 hours, The boats encountered B-LIC rocket and automatic
Yjapon fire from both banks of the KINH LC9 Fourteer Navy men and one
infantry man onero VIA, although the enemy 'Tires were quickly suppressed.
In a later engagement the river assault craft reported three VC JaA
and captured one hAqJI71 Nine airstrikes were employed during the day
resulting In 24 VC XXA ana 42 bunkers, destroyed,

(3) Results of the two day operat'on weret five U.S. KHA,
one VN Tiger S"o t IA37 US. VIA, and six U,S, WNHA, Enemy losses
consisted of £26 VC II five POl~s, 61 detainees 9 one 5Zmm recoilles
rifle, three B-40 rocket launchers, one RPG-2 rocket launcher, ten
AK-476s, six ohicom. carbines, one .38 cal. pistol, one 9mm chicom
pistol, 11 B-440 rounds, at&;L'0- rounds, 500 AX-47? rounds and six
AK-47? mager.ines captured* In addition, £80 bunkers were destroyed.

b. Phase Ili

(1) On 27 June, the Mobile Riverins Force Init~atod offonset
operations ir. support of Operation TOAN TWING - Phase II.* The oper-
ation began at 0510 hours, when the 3--34th Artillery And river assfet
craft deployed to establish FNB WAGON WNRI in the vicinity of XS90
3687. The 3_47th Infantry and 3_60th Infantry were employed into the
AO, conducting beach aessaults;. after which, the two battalions attack-
ed southwest and northeast respectively, employing eagle float tech..
niques. The 3 147th Infantry mni'Aally employed B and 9 Companies
In beach assaults In the vicinity of X8866680 and X1880681, while
Company C remained afloat as the battalion REP. C/3-L47th Infantry
subsequently beaahed at X8861681 and aon..aenood to sweep through the
areal one engagement occurred. at 0913 hours.* The company engaged one
VC In the vi .Inity of X88676801 Up'on examining the VC ZIA, It was
assumed that he was an officer. Tho VC wore a helmet and we~b javar
and carried a 9mm pist . Continuing Its sweep operatione C/3-;47th
Infantry observed a - _ of six to sevenl Individuals running In the
areal the group was Qrossod in green uniforms. Artillery was employed

(L9,W7lW77141..
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against the groupqwhloh was ovading the eonpanYeS advanoce results

of the engagemernt were undetermined. Continuing its opcratlonEothc

company moved to a PZ located in the vicinity of X83568, whore it

found a ohicom handweapon (pistol). The battalion employed Company

C in an al:rmobilc assault at 1352 hours to exploit intclligLncc re-

ports of enemy activity Ir. the vicinity of IJ8O6'45 o A search of

that area revealed only booby traps and io evidenoc of recent enemy
activity, The 3-47th Infantry continued Its employment of B and I
Companies in eagle float and reoconnissanco-in-foroc operations until

1830 hourst at which timoeit established night defensive positions
and employed ambush patrols.

During the day, the 3-60th Infantry was employed conduct-
Ing eagle float and airmobixu opcrmtions. The battalion conducted
cagle float operations from XS895758 to XS887030, and reconned In

force without any slgnifi.oant cngagomcnts. At 1100 hours E/3-60th
Infantry war employed In an airmobile assault to exploit an Intel!-
igLnce target In the vlck.nity of X.3925740. Subsequently C/3-6oth
Infantry was also cmp3o' 1. by airmobile assault to the vicinity of

XS903710. The battalion continued Its operation .,Tithout Incident
until 1815 hoursl at which time it established night defensive posi-
tions In the vicinity of XS873728, X8883730 and XS913702. Throughout
the day, D/3-5th Cav provided acrial reoonnalissance and gmnships
support to the maneuver battallons, Another VC KIA was killed
by the air cav trorpowhen it engaged a small group fleeing in the

vicinIty of XB8546921 one 9mm pistol was captured after the engagement,

PSYOPS activities were conducted In conjunction with "People Sniffer"

missions flown durinb the day. Five airstrik(Cv were also amployed

In support of the day's operation; twelve bunkers were destroyed.

(2) After a quiet and uneventful £alght, the MR1 continued

operations at dawn ol 28 June. At 0340 hcurs~the 3-47th Infantry

embarked ATCs In the vicinity of Its night defensive location, and

deployed to conduct beach assaults. E/3-47th Infantry beached at

XS708625 and commenced its sweep operations. B/3-47th Infantry de-

ployed to establish a PZ in the vicinity of FSB YUiA, The company

beached at XS699599 and prepared for airmobill opcrations. C/3-47th

Infantry beached in-the vicinity of XS683585 arid attacked northwest.

At 1025 hours, B/3-47th Infantry was airlifted to XS696642 and attack,

ed southwest. In the meantime, the 3-60th Infantry had embarked ATCs

and mado beach assaults employing Company E at XS689661, and Company

A at xs652661. C/3-60th Infantry was airlifted from XS913702 to an

LZ located at Xs645636. Throughout the daysboth Infantry battalions

were employed in extensive airmobile and riverine roles. Multiple,

insertions were made to seek out the enemy. OPeople Sniffer" missions

conducted throughout the AO indicated high readings of humen activity

in the areas of XS71262o, Xs718654, XS710643 and XS722650 earlier in

the day. However, both the ground forces and D/3-5th Air Cay were

unable to locate and engae the r"my. The 3-47?t Infantry contin-

ued its operations until b820 houri, and established night defensive

positions at XS700618, XS688598 and W5694q1i8, The 3-60th Infantry

established night defensive positions In the viciniti of XS656659,

XS734566, XS650623 and XS669637. Throughout the day, the 3-34th

Artillery supported the ground forces from FSB YUMWý located at XS7O

2606. D/3-5th Air Cay continued its support conducting aerial recon-

nalssance and providing light fire teams, Two airstrikes were em-

ployed resulting In five biukers destroyed and ten structures damaged.

(3) At 0625 hours tho operation continued with the 3-47th

Infantry moviwn to FSB YUMA in the vicinity of XS702606 for extraction.

At 0715 hours, the battalion (-) backloadca ATC and returned to the

MRB without incident. The 3-60th Infantry employcd C and 3 Companies

in an airmobile assault te thL vicinity of XS 697598, where they back.,

loaded ATCs at 0825 hours and returned to the MRB. A and B Company's

backloaded ATCs in the vicinity of their night defensive position

at 0748 hours and 0905 hours rospcctively, and returned to the MRB.

I_6!
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The 3-34th Artillery (-) departod PON YUlM, and moved to XS8986151 the
battalion (-) was LRF at 1600 hours.

(4) Operations continued on 30 Juno with the MEF implementing
Frag Order #4 to OPORD 55-68. The 3-34th Artillery (-) departed the
MEB area at 0400 hours to establish ?SB CFYENE in the vicinity of
XS6276@ The battalion arrived at 0915 hours and was LRF at 1000 hours.
A/3-34th Artillery derloyed from Dong Tam and Joined the battalion at
FSB CHJSh•ME The 3-4?th Infantry and 3-60th Infantry were employed
in beach assaitlt afterwhieh, both battalions wore employed in sub-
sequent airmobilo and riverine insertione.AtApproximately 0430 hours
the 3-47th Infantry and 3-60th Infantry embarked ATCs and procecded
up the SONG VN CO DONG to the AO commonly titled the "Eagle's Beak6 .
B/3-6Oth Infantry beached, arni established PZ SAILY (XS586799) and pre-
pared for an airmobile asapauit to vicinity of XM5888353. A/3-60th Inf-
antry beached at RED Beach #1 in the vicinity of XS612760, and Company
S was inserted in t). vicinity of xS5?5794. In the meantime, the
3-47th Infantry had beached on GREEN Beaches in the vicinity of YX557
78, and was reconning-In-forco northeast in zone. The 3-47th Infantry
encountered no signilicant eonitacts during the day! however, at 1530
hours Company A sustained two U.S. KHA and two WHA from L 105mm round
booby trap tn the vicinity of XS592786. B/3-60th Infantry was air-
lifted to vicinity o- XS588835 at 1115 hours, landing without incident.
Shortly thereafter, one of the airlift helicopters was erngaged and
downed by hostile fie in the vicinity of XS525817i no casualties re-
sulted and the helicopter was later extracted. C/3-60th Infantry
conducted an airmobile assault from XS612760 to vicinity of XS517825at 1316 hours. The battalion made a series of airmobilc insertions
throughout the day without incident until 1800 hours. As A/3-6Oth Inf
last airlift was departing a PZ in the vicinity of X5543821, it re-
ceived sporadic small arms fire resulting in one U.S. WHA. E/3-6Oth
Infantry found one case of U.S. grenades in the vicin'ty of XS542827.
The irLantry battalions subsequently established nigh* 4fcnsive pos-
itions and employed ambush patrols. The 3-47th Infantri v'as located
in the vicinity of XS592790, xs593789, and XS585793. Tt- 3-6ot! Inf-
antry was located itn the vicinity of XS559832, X8553891 and XS53'812,

(5) Operations continued on I j1.y, 1i4th the 3-60c.i Infar..r;
commencing eagle float operations Mvi,% north from its nliý,t d4,enrvvv
positions to the vicinity of XS541 9.3 without any signif1cs_-5 ocntac
or cngageuents. Several booby traps wer.' de.Aroyed duri.ng tho bat-
tallon's recon-In-force operation. The .-60th Infantry (-) was ox-
tracted ia th.• vicinity of XS547913 at 1"j.5 hoursand returned to the
MRB at 2350 hours. The 3-47th Infantry attacked northeast from Its
night defensive positions. At 0116 hours, Company C-received small
arms and M-79 fire resulting in four U.S. WHA. The remainder of the
day was spent exploiting intelligence targets using airmobile and
riverine fqtiwm with no significant contact; however, at 08"2 :19ho
vicinity of XS594789,Company C had one U.S. KEA from a 105mm round,
booby trap. At 1020 hours, in the vicinity of XS600785 Company C sus-
tained one U.S. WHA from a booby trap. C (-) and F Company backloadod
ATCsat 1900 hoursin the vicinity of XS6276 and returned to the MHB.
The remainder of the battalion embarked ATCM from the vicinity of
XS899622 and XS906657, and returned to the MHB.

(6) The MHF concluded the five day ospcration at 2305 hours
when the 3-34th Artillery deployed from FSB CAFYENNE to the vicinity
of XS503753. As a result of the operation, NVA/VC infiltration act-
ivities were evidently reduced, The absence of enemy cont~oct and
enemy losses though small (four VC KIA, five weapons and assorted
munitions) wert- indications of the enemy's desire to evado friendly
forces. During the operation three U.S. KIA and eight WHA resulted.

%7) On 2 July the Brigade deployed the 3-60th Infantry to
DING TUONG Province to become OPCON to the 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry
Divisic~n. The 3-60th Infantry was subs-;uently employed to secure
FSBs cstabllshý d in the vicinity of ROu o #4. ;:.o deployment was

76Ž9/E7/VVF,•
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initiated at 1455 hours when A/3-6Oth Infantry deployed from the M-W
to a P In the vicinity of XS8697615. The company was theu airlifted
to P3B NOO3 in the vicinity of X$26509 The remainder of the battal-
ion doploycd te te Pn, and was airlifted to the TA@R where it was
Omloyd on multiple LZU. B/)-60th Infantry was airlifted to PB.
•lO In the oicinity of XS240 Company C to the vicinity of X84C,49
%ndL Company 9 to F8B LalN T In thevioinity of X33249. The batta.ionr's auseod OPOON to the 3rd Brigade at 1830 hours. The 3447th Inf-
attry remsatacd at the MiB and employed B Company In defense of the
MIB and Fs, The 2/g/3-47th Infantry continued its task of seoaring
a tankcr (trunk) In the violnity or X8641767. The platoon was em-
ployod on 1 .jy to secure the tanke-r wihioh fell through a bridge on
30 June. The 3-47th Infantry continued its preparation for operations,and on 4 June cormm:noed reconnaissance in force operations in GO CONG
Pr'ovillioe

(8) The Mobile Piverine Force continued offensive operationsCr. • July, Implementing OP FRAG I to OPORD 56-68. The objcotive of
sne operation was to conduct riverine and reconnaissance in force
operations to locate and destroy the 514th VC Battalion and other
enemy elements in HOA LOC, HOA, DONG, CHAU T&M. Districts, GO CONG
Prcvince. The operation was initiated in conmunotlon with thn MRFs
hbxteouent redeployment to DONG TAM. At 0415 hours, the 3-34th
Artillery and ItF esuorting river assault craft deployed to establish
F3r, 1E:VEEICf In .the vicinity of XS825538. The battalion arrived at
(160o houra anA was LEF at 0645 hours. Conourrent with the artillery
batta2 ion's dopearture, the 3-47th Infantry (-.) proceeded, to the AO
tn eOauikv Its elements In beach assaultsl afterwhich, the battalion-
would attacr ,r't- and east In zone. A/3o.47th Infantry beached in
the vicinity of XSoO7502 at 0800 hours. B/3-47th Infantry beached
shortly thereaftert in the vicinity of X6814505. Both companies moved
south and southeast while roconnirn in force. E/3-,47th Infantry in-
Itially remained embarked as the RRF, and at 1100 hours the comoanj
beach in the vicinity of X8780519 and moved south In zones The bat-
talion continued its operation without incident, destroying bunkers
and pellcing up the areas containing enemy equipment and supplies.
/3-47th Infantry apprehended three detainees with weapons and found
fto additionrAweapons. The detainees wore later determined to be VCs.
Alother VC was captured by Company E. The battalion continued its
operation until 180 hourst at which time it cstablished night dofen-sive poaltions eaploying Company A in the vicinity ef XS79?490, Com-pany B in t.e vicinity of XS783523 and Company E in the vicinity ofXS79749 2. D/3-5th Air Cavalry provided aerial reconnaissance and gun-
ship support throughout the day. Neithur the air cav troop or the
battalion encountered any engagement during the operation.

(9) On.5 July, the W continued the operation with the 3-47thTnfantry embarking ATCs in the vicinity of its night defensive posi-
tions and deploying to Dong Tam. The battalion completed the transit
moving through the CHO GAO Canal, and arrived at 1500 hours. The 3-3*thArtillery departed FSB &AVERICK at o94 5 hours and transited the CHO
GAO Canal to Dong Tam. The MRF departed the SO! RAP Anchorage at
0630 hour- end deployed by way of the South China Sea and MY THORiver to Dong Tam; the transit was completed at 1435 hours. The 3"W6ý-
was released from 0OU of t U-Phrigde a Vo D at
1702 hours.

12.. RESULTSx

a. Phase I'

(i) Enemy personnel casualties KIA POW DST

Period 162050 chrt 182030 May L 5 i

Si
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(2) Friendly p•rraon.ol casualtive. KEA WHA WNHA

PorirA 162050 thru 182030 May 6 37 6
be Phase MIl

(1) Enemy p*rsonnel, casualtics. KIA POW DET

Period 270510 Jun thru 01235C Jul 4 0 25

Period o4o415 thru 051500 Jul 0 4 4

Total enemy oasslaltiess "T -IT- 7r I

t%) Friendly pc;rsonnol casualtieso KHM WHA WNI_.

Porlod 270510 Jun thru 0123,0 Jul 3 8 4

Ioriod. 040415 thru 051500 Jul 0 0 0
Total friendly casualtiest 3 T "

13. ADMINITRATIVE MATTERSs None

14. SPECIAL TEChNI(UESs One new teohnique which was employed success.
fully was thc JITTERBUG. The JITTERBUG Concept is a four-stop proced-
urc usad ta Izoatc, :f.1-, develop and finally destroy an enemy target.
With absolutely no pre-reconnaissance, the Commandand & Control (C & C)
aircraf* of the naneuver element and an LFT enter an LO. Working as a
team, they attempt to confirm intelligence ta'?,t locations or locatu
new targets. When a target is located, five of the troop-lift air-
craft (alrcady loade.d and airborne) are inse.rted to ongago the target.
If contact is made or unemy movement out of the area is detected, a
second sot of fi-e lift ships is inserted to block enemy evasion tact-
ics. As the situation develops, additional troop lifts of five or ten
aircraft are inserted, By not committing the airmobile maneuver elem-
ents until a dcfinite target has been locatoi, troop strength is con-
served and thu flexibility to react to any enemy move is retained.

15, COMMANDER AFALYSIS1 Throughout both phases of Operation TOAN
THANG, the presence of the Mobile Riverine Force: rt:duced the facility
witli which NVA/VC clements could infiltzate and cxfiltrate the Capital
Milliary District of Saigon. The Brigade's ability to move anywhere,
aboard TF 117 ships, itself represents a continuing deterrent to en-
emy initiatives against cititz and installations, The enemy must r.l1
ways consider the fact that the MRF has the capability to operate
against his base areas, his routes of communications and his urits
whenever they may mass to launch attacks. The two phase opera ion
stressed the significants of cmploying airmobile and rivexine assets.
Tactics during both phases of the operation substantiated the conclu-
sion that riverine and airmobile means represent logical complements
to one another. Assault helcopter companies were employed extensivcl
to enhance the mobility of e Brigade, such thaý infantry elements
were inserted as required within the AOs to locate, fix, and destroy
the enemy. Airmobile assets are a must, and their availability and

utilization can vastly influence the course of a tactical situation.
Employment of air cavalry troops 4n support of Brigade operations has
had lprudomlnunt influence in obtaining the desired tactical floxibili'
during engagements. In addition, the organic firepcwer of the air
cavalry troops contributed toward destroying the: enýmyl

16. RECOMMENDATICNS, None

FOfi T&• CONJhDERI

inclosurcs, DENNSI N. ýN. iAN
l, Task Organ~iation iLf, Infantry

Soveiay to 0M-R9 •aG- Adjutant l
I.. UV~l4'3Withdrawn,
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1. OFOHD 45-68 (Period 162050 thru 182030 iay)

HE"UARTERS, 2nd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division

a. 3-47th Infantry Battalion

b. 4-47th Infantry Battalion (-)

c. 3-34th Artillery Battalion (-,

d. 3-39th Infantry Battalion (-) OPCON

c. 4-39th Infantry Battalion (- OPCON

f. B/7-isc Air Cavalry

g. Assault Helicopter Company

2. OPORD 55-68 CPeriod 270"10 Jun thru C12350 Jul)

HEADQUAInTURS, 2nd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division

a. 3-47th Infantry Battqllon

b. 3-60th Infantry Battalion

c. 3-34th Art1llery Battalion (-) DS

d. D/3-5th Air Cavalry

e. Assault Tielicopter Company

3. Frag Order 1 to OPORD ý6-68 (Period 040415 thrai 051500 Jul)

JDQULiTWER, 2nd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division

a, 3-47th Infantry Battelion

b. 3-34th Artillery :.ettalion (-)

c. D/3-5th Air Cavalry

/1

CO/VF25•A/7-----



dI. ~ smarwtly Classification

D0CC WNT CONTROL DATA.- R & D
(ftew or It"eificatio of fit)*. 60 of o"Jaw aw~bu4,..l~ indawnols"OUR# 6 e ntered a,* 8h&m Oeall .u.,aI top~ I. safEiE*dj

1. ORISIN1A~eNG ACTIVITY (C*WOOpGff~UUE) 20. NEPORT SECURITY Ct.*ASIFICATION

ICon fidential1

HQ, OACSFOR, DA, Washivigton, D.C. 20310 IRýý1
Combat After Action Report - Operation TOAN THANG, 2d Brigade, 9rh Infantry Div (U)

4. DECITV OE noof-oA elwv o" Phase 1 16-18 May 68
Experiences of unit kngaged in counterinsurstency operations, Phase Il 27 Jun-S Jul 68
s. AurmnRisI (Ppmt naem. Gro~ hInitia. sea Z1w)

CO, 2d Brigage, 9th Infant'y Division

3-REPORT DATE 30Jly1681. TOTAL1 O.OPAE i. NO. OF PAE$Ps

GO. CON4TRACT ORt G11.14T NO. 94. ORIGINATOM' REOl ~iERISI

6. POJECTr moo. 68X073

C. N/A S.OT64ER REPORT NO(SI (Any other numbe,s (hot s.., be .assigned

d.

10. DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT

I%. SPLUNAYNOTIES 12. SPONSORING MILITARY ACTIVITY

N/A OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310

ABSTRACT _____________________________________

IFORM 1 UNC LASSI FIEDD D 1"'3V. 4 7
Set rt Clwu..sealion



/

The following items are recomended for inclusion in the Lessons Learned
Index;

ITEM I

* SUBJECT TITLE_

** FOR OT ZD #

***PAGE #

ITEM 2

SUBJECT TITLE

FOE OT RD # _

PAGE #

ITEM 3

SUBJECT TITLE

FOR OT RD #

PAGE # _

ITEM 4

SUBJECT TITLE

FOR OT RD #

PAGE #

ITEM 5

SUBJECT TITLE

FOR OT RD #

PAGE #

Subject Title: A short (one sentence or phrase) description of the item
of interest.

** FOR OT RD # : Appears in the Reply Reference line of the Letter of Trans-
mittal. This number must be accurately stated.

***Page #: That page on which the item of interest is located.



- - FOLD- = -

DEPARTA4ENT OF THE ARMY POSTAGE AND PEES VAID

ORPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff for
Force Development

ATTN: Operational Reports Branch
< Headquarters, Department of the Army

Washington, D.C. 20310

DA Label 18, I APR 59 PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THIS LA .ILL ARE OBSOLETE.
- - FOLD---


