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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMINT OF THE ARMY
5 HEADQUARTERS I FIELD FORCE VIETNAM ARTILLZRY
s AP0 96350

PR

AVFA=AT-D 1, August 1968

SUBJECT: Cperational Report of Headquarters and Headouarters Battery,
Artillery for period ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (33 (u)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. (C-NOFORN) Section 1. Operationss Significant Activities,
a. (C) General .

(1) During the period 1 May 1968 through 31 July 1968, IFFORCEV Arty con-
tinued to support US, FWMAF, RVNAF, RF/PF and CIDG forces in II CTZ.

(2) IFFORCEV Arty units, totaling two artillery groups, eleven battalions,
three separate batteries, and ten detachments sunported all major operations
in the II CTZ to include Operations BINH TAY-MACARTHUR, DAN SINH-COCHISE, DAN
HOA-BOLLING, DAN THANG-MCLAIN and WALKER. SF and CIDG forces overating in’
Blue, Red, and Black AO0's and operations conducted by 22d and 23d ARWN Div,
24th STZ and the previncial defense forces were supnorted, ROK forces in
the 9th and CRID AO!'s were supported during Operations MANG HO XII and
BAEX MA VI. Organizational structure of the command appears at Inclosure 1,

b, (U) Personnel

(1) Personnel strength of Hq and Hq Btry, IFFORCEZV Arty on 31 Jul 68 was:

OFF o ol
Auth 34 2 159
Assg 3 2 10
Present for Duty 34 2 148

(2) The lack of tube artillery qualified lieutenant colonels to fill vital
artillery positions in IFFORCEV arty, reported in this organization's ORLL fer
the period ending 30 Apr 68, appears to have been checked, Assignment of six

lieutenant colonels, programmed as replacements during the next quarter, will
enable a satisfactory transition for the incumbents,

(3) The overall efficer assigament strength of the attached battaliens
continues to be below the authorized strength, Reorganization of the light
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LVFA-LT=D CON FID 14, hugust 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report ol icuf.juarters and ieadouarters Battery, IFJORCEV
Artillery for period ¥nding 31 July 1965, RCS C5.OR-65 (R1)

artillery battalions under the G-Seriec i:iCE ecn 1 apr 60 and of the .uedium and '
heavy artiilery batislions uader the G-Series iiT08 on 15 Jun 68 and 1 Jul 62,
respectively, increased tle authorized battery officer strength. Cuwrrently,

IFSORCIV .rty units are short 26 baitery grade officers. The prohblen is

compounded by the lack of tube ertillery experience of the replacement oifficers

in thic cutegory. Of the 90 captains ansigned since 1 Sep 67, 70 percent lacked

tube artillery experience., Iieutenants' percentages approximate those of the

captains, Consequently, in-country training is requircd before thece officers

can be considcred capable of asswiing their duty assigivicnits.

(4) Dnlisted pcrsonnel status during this perioé indicates no inprovenent
in the tirce critical areas listed below, The shoricges ouvtlined increxsed tie
difficulty oi achicving a satisfactory state of operaticiis, maint. nancc, cone-
municatione 2id iorale.

LITIEi | ALY i QUG

E6 Scetion Chief - 13340 199 130 69
Radar Crewman .. 17B20 120 . 72 JAL
RTT Cperator - 05C 107 73 34

(5) On 1 May 63, the CG, IF/ORCEV .rty received authority to award the
Sronze otar ledal and below. The tine to process and precent thesc awards has
becn substantially deercased dwing tals period. The Iollowing awards and de=-
corations wexc proccssed for IFIORCIV [rty unitz, The nmumber of awards incrcased
over the laci reporting weriod,

{4 ¢ UG JULY
Distinguished Service Cross 0 1 0
Silver Star 2 4 1
Distinzuished rFlying Cross 0 1 3
Iegion of ‘orit 2 3 0
Eronze Star (V) 19 6 2
Dronge Stur & 78 26
Soldler's icdal 3 0 0
dir hechl ' 20 23 5
irny Co.racndation wedal (V) Vi 0 0
Joy Cawecrdation Mcdal 3% 25 16
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CONFIDENTIAL
© AVEA=AT-D

NOFORN 14 August 1968

SUBJECT: Opcrational Roport of Hoacquartcrs and iiaccuartcrs Battery, IFFOREEV

Artillery for Period Ending 31 Jluy
Purplo Heart
IFFORCEV Certificate of Achievemcnt

1968, RGS CSFOR-65 (R

16 6 2
4 L 2
174 19 82

(7) The following accidents were rocorded during this ucriod for IF/ORCEV

TOTALS
(6) liorale anﬁ discipline continued to be excellont throughout the
period,
Arty units:
Vchicular 5
Rial 4
Non Rautal . 3
Othor 92

c. (C<NCFORN) Opcrations,

JANE JULX
1 3

4 1
2 1

4 0

(1) The 6th Bn, 84th Arty has been designated as a quick reaction mobile
force to provide artillery support to major operations throughout II CTZ. As
of the end of the reporting period, the battalion participated in operations
conducted in every AO of the II CTZ to include LUCAS GREEN in MACARTHUR AO,
VELVET HAMMER in COCHISE A0, MAENG HO XI and XII in CAP ROK AO, BAEK MA VI in
9th ROK A0, and TASK FOPCE SOUTH in DAN THANG-MCLAIN AO.

(2) Tho 5th Bn, 27th /rty (105T) continuod support of mancuser olements

in the four southern .wrovinccs of the II CTZ,

Thoe firirg batt.rics are iv +

ted in Iam Dong, Binh Thuan and Tuyen Duc Provinccs, To accamplish tho as-

signod gencrel support mission, the ba*talion

has forwvard T.C CP!s at Dalat

and Bao Ioc with battalion rear located at Phan Range In addition, liaison
toans arc disposcd in lam Dong, Binh Thuan, and Tuyon Duc Provinces, Two
FSCE's atc locatod at Phan Thict and Phan ‘Rang, respectively.

(3) On 29 liay 68, thrco countcruortar radar (. NAPQ-4A) dctachmonts
arrivod in country followed by a fourth dctachment on 28 Jun 68, Lll dctach-
monts arrived at the port of Qui Nhon and convoycd to HHB, 8th Bn, 26th Arty
(T.B), Canp Townos, west of Qui Mbon, for in country oricntation, roccssing

and cheek ou: ofcquipment with tho oxccption

of tic fourth dutachment, Or-

iontation, rocossing, and cii.ckout of cquipment of this Gctachucnt was accoii-
plishod at Canp Radcliff, in thﬁcduc to tho rclocation of HHB, 8th Bn, 26th

irty (T.B), on 20 Jun 68,
catod in DONH T.Y<LiC.RTHUR .0 and the fourth
P.SS-W.IK.R .06

CONFIDENTIAL
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SUBJICTs Opcrational Report of Headquartcrs and lcadquartcrs Battog I FFORCEV v
Irtillcry for Poriod Ending 31 July 1968, RCS, CS:R-65 (RL)

; (4) Evaluation of sclectcd mumitions by IFFORCEV irty was complcted on 30
Jun 68, using data compilod on all artillcry missions fired with thoso munitions
in II CTZ during tho period 1 Fob through 15 Jun 68. Thcre wero a total of 120
missions fired oxpending 1818 rounds of all calibers rcsulting in 436 confirmed
KIa, 49 KIL ostimatod by intclligence » and 30 confirmed WI..* Thic indicatcs

an oxpendituro of only 3,5 rounds per casunly although survcillanco of only 21
missions or 17,5 pcreent of the total was obscrvode Thc fatalitics quotod

for the abovc missions also includc thosc that uay havo occurred as a rosult of
small erns or conventional hB artillery projoctilcs.

(5) &rtillery Support for RF/PF

(a) 4 formal progrom was cstablisied in June to insurc that all RE/PF
clements arc capablo of using the artillcry support availablo to thcm., Each
S artillery wnit in II CTZ was assignod an arcu of rcchonsibility bascd
upon political boundurios in which they are to oxocute the pregram through
tho district and provinco advisors,

(b) Under the concept of the program, cach US'unit is vcldng a survey
of the RF/PF clements in its crca of rcsponsibility to determing the musber
of clenonts, locationz, firc support rcquircments and cammaunications
availablo, J4s the surveys arc completed, contact teonus erc being dispatched
with the purposc of visiting all RF/PF clcments. Their mission is to ascist
in firc Hlanning, firc in dcfcnsivo concentrations, insure tiat rosponsive
firo rogusct channcls cxist, and provido training in forward obscrver proccdurcs.,

. (c) The goals of the srogram arc to provide 106% cov.rage of RF/PF
clements and to rcect to a roguest for fire by any allied artillcry unit vithe
in thrcc rinutes. 4 number of RF/PF personncl have alrcady been trained in
forward obscrvur proccdurcs at the IFFORCEV .rtillery FO School, Training has
also becen conducted in other aroas :n conjunction with LRVN artillcry units,

(d) The progrom has been in offect for quitc somc time in.roas of II CTZ
vhero the prepondarcnce of US irtillery is locateds 4n cxample of the cffoqte
ivoness of the progroam is shown by the dufense of an RF oupost at Kon Som Iah
in t ho Contral Highlands., 4 roport of this action and tho koy rolc thy aftila
lcry playod in preparing for and supporting the defense of tho oupost is
’ at Inclosurc 2,

(6) Thc USLRV Calibration toom calibratcd US artillory in ihe 4th Inf

Div and 1734 ibn Bdc (Scp) 40's curing the xriod 10-17 Juwis 65. The mmber
of tubcs calibratod in cach uajor unit was:

0% Lag & m
4th Inf Div Arty 0 18 4 0’
I FPORCEY irty 49 2 16 12

4
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters and lieadquarters Battery, IFFORCEV
Artillery for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFORe65 (mr{

34 Bn, 219th irty ‘ 20 0 o o0
('7). Fire Support Coordination Llement (FSCE). : =

(a) During this period, increased cmphasis was placed on naval gunfire
support. Coordination meetings were concucted by the liaval Gunfire Iiaison 1
Officer (NGID) with representatives of the USS Craig and the USS Carronade,
The meetingo enabled a better understanding of the principles of naval gun-
fire. Ln average of three ships were on station each day in the contiguous
wvaters of the II CTZ, ilaval gunfire was used extensively in L0's DAN SHINH=
COCHISE and DAN THLNG-MCL.IN.

(b) Target proressing increased groatly dugring the month of May wicn over
3,000 targets werg developed and passed to firing wnits, During the period
1 May to 31 July, an average of over 2,400 targets were processed each month,
in incroased cpccialization in target processing was dcveloped in conjunction
with certain turgeting information furnishea Ly G2+ .5 a reault of this
information, two types of tar;uts, immediate reaction and idangfirec, wcre
developed, Lmmcdiate rcaction targets are those developed from usually
reliable iniclligence sources (agent rcports, VR sightings) and pasced to
the firing wait for instant firing, langfire targets are those acnuired from
very rccont, sophisticuted intelligunco sources and pusscd to the fi-ing units
for immecinite firing, Jxocas of incrcased cnemy activity are given special
emphasis in immediate rcaction and Hangfirc targcting. Procedures have beez.
established through liaison and advisory channcls to obtain rapid firing
responsc by ROK and LRv¥if firing units and to ohtain clcarcnce to fi.o outside
US LO's on thesc targcts. During the period, 357 Hangsire and 7305 i:mediato
rcaction tarzcis werc developed an passed to the firing wits by the SCE,

(¢) In coordinction with the iha Trang Installation Defunsc Cuaand (IDC),
the FSCE ceveloped and passed targets to suphorting artillery concads witi.
a spceific schedule of Jires allowing the IDC to con’iuct its operations with
nore cffioicncy. The (GLO in the ISCE also coordinatcd closcly with IDC for
scheduled naval guriire in support of IDC operations,

(d) Teseting coordination imcctings werc conductcd curing the period with
the 4th Inf Div, 1732 ibn Bdc (Scp) md thc 415t irty Go. . reprcacatotive
from the FSCL has been ot TF South since 26 June serving as fire support IO,
This result:¢ in inercased tarseting cfficiency and orovidud a Firc Supnert
Coordinction Ccnter (FSCC) for TF SOUTH, '

(c) Heveral JKC Light coordination vicits wurc concductcd Curing ti
period, The most notablec werc with the Capitel RO Div und the Combined
Intcllizcaco Center Victnan (CICV), L3 & result of the virits, more conplcte
growy: follow-upc wcre conducted and rcquects Jor PG light tarpcts Jron
«IVN and IR cormando incrcaseds 4 total of 2063 tarzots were processcd, of
vhich, 136 wre fired, T

CONFIDENTIAL o Fok
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LVFleal\T-D
SUBJECTs Oporational Foport of Headquarte. s and Hoadquarters Battery, IFTORCEV
Irtillcry for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS, CSFORA65 (R1)

(£) On 15 July, nenburs of the ILCV Conbat Operation Center (COC 8) and
iV J2 prescnted on LRC Iight bricfing at I FFOREEV. Porsonncl fronm sub-
ordin-te cammwnds and Hq, I FFORCEV sho are involvod intho daily procossing
of LRC Light niseions attended, The purposc of the uceting was to discuss
the now LRC Iight regulation, IL.CV Dircctive 95-14, Subjects LBC. Light
Oporctions, cated 3 Jul 62,

(8) Personncl of Hq and Hq Btry, ITFORCEV Arty wore cngegoed in 92 days
of mission oricntod opirctions during this period,

(9) Tho number of artillery pieces available an’ i,'e auswunition oxenditure
in 1X CT2 {or this period are at Inclcsure 3.

d., (C) Training,
(1) Forward Obscrver and Fire Dircction Officer Traininge

(«) Tho backlog of artillcry liemtenants who hod not attended the Forward
Observer end Firc Direction Officer Training Courscs, cenducted rcspectivoly
by tho 41st Lrty Gp at /n Khe and the 52 irty Gp at Pleiku, has bcon reduced
to a point whore quotas to attend tihe schools were ciitended te ncrsonncl
other than artillery lioutcnants., Rocont greduates of the schools inclule
LRVN, CIDG, and RF/PF personncl. In acddition, newly assigned captains and
najors with ne fiald artilliry cxperionce are teing scnt to both schools,

- (b) A total of 104 students have gracduated fro: tho Firc Dircction Of-
ficer Trodning Course curing the reporting period for an overall total of
212 {roCuntos sinco the schools began in Jan 68, The Forwexd Obscrvey Traine
ing Coursc trainod 154 students during the period and have troinod 311 stu-

‘donts ovorall,

(¢) Since Jan 58, tho Forward Obscrver Training Courso has trained 38
LRVN, 117 RF/PF and 32 CIDG/SF pcrscnncl,

(2) In adddtion to the training rendcred to Victnaesc forces by the
PO ond PO Schools on pursusnt to the objoctives of the Lrtillury Support
tc RF/PF, thc 6th Bn 324 irty (175 SP) con‘uctod a FO School for RF/PF pere
scancl Curing the period 24=29 Jun 68, The after Jction Report p.rtoining
to this school is at Inclosurc 4.

ce (C) Intclligencc.

(1) 4rtillery Intalligence Sadner

(a) in artillcry Intcll.gicnce Scrdnar sponsorcd by IFFORCEV ‘rty wns
conductod at Hqy 52d irty Gp on 11 Jul 68, Attcndecs ineluded intolligence

represcntatives fror: US, JIVN and ROK Arty units in II CTZ, Tho purposc of
tho zardnor was to provicde an opportunity for discussion of intelligeneo

. 6
CONI'TRPENTLAL VeFevw
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CONFIDENTLAL Y, August 1968
LVBAE1-D

SUWECT: Opcrstioncl Roport of Hoadquartors and Hoadquortcrs Battery, IFFORCEV
. Lrtillory for Foriod Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFORm65 (Rg

oporations at various staff lovels and to facilitato oxchange of intelligonce
infornation botwcon the US, LRVN and RK roprescntatives, Bricfings wero
prosontod by five intollircncc represontativos. The following is & rcsux of
subjoct nmatter prescntods

CORDS, I FFORCEV: A4 roprosontative from CORDS, IFURCEV proscntod a
discussion of tho PHGENIX prograr anml tho roccntly orgonized Distrist Intcle
ligence Opcrations Coordination Contor (DIOCC), Tho mission of tho PHOENIX
progreay is identification and neutralization of the VO infrastmweturc. Tho
DIOCC consolicatos all available intclli cnco agoncios at district lovel,
and is advised by a PHOBNIX roprescntative,

II CORPS: The US ~fvisor to the II Corps G2 Tnrg:ting Soction prosonted
a briofing an tho nission and operations of II Corps Targctiny Contore Dis-

cussion ccntered upon procccures involved in dovolomnont if strotegic targots
in II CTZ,

I F.ORCEV 4Lrtys A bricfing was presented by o rcprescntative of S2,
I FFORCEV .irty conccrrning count.rbattery intolligonec opcrotions, Utilizing
a sorics of -ops, charts and bar grophs, it was denonstrated how o continuing
analysis of cnouy artillcry capabilities. nay bc usce as a nanaguriont tool to
inprove comtcerbattury operations in II CTZ.

4 9th Inf Div irty, ROK: 82, 9th Inf Div .rty presonted a conprohonsive
description of defensivo positions in the 9th Inf Div .rty and illustrated
oach type of fertification with color slides, J&Wlitionally, a bricf ciscus-
sion of planning and cxccution of countcrmortor prograns was presonted.

§ 173 Lbn Blo (Scp)s 4 rcprosentativo fron 41st irty Gp chargod with tho
rosponsibility for targuting in the 173d ibn Bdo's 40, cxplaincd collcctidn,
ovaluction ond dissoninction of intelligenco in that A0, and discussod utili-
aotion of visual roeconnaiss.-ncc aircraft asscts to support nost cffcetively
the target acquisition orfort,

(b) 4t tho conclusion of the five bricfings, ldgLlights of the dey's dis-
cussion wero rcviowod and rocan ond :tions for inproviiint of intolligonce
operations were pro-cnted, The scnincr was found to be on exvollent oppore
tunity for oxchange of infomntion totwien W8, LRVN .nd ROK arty intilligonco
officors, Significant zdvancos in intograted intollisonco opcrations and
subsogent incrcascd cffeoctivencss of artiliory fire sunport can bo rezlizod
fron conferencos of this typo.

(2) During this ORLL period, thc lietro Quality Control Tean continucd
onnlysis of data providod to firing units by the ninc oloctronic netro
sociions in II CT2, . roduction of orrors to 1.5% of all :itro data proviced
to artilliry unit was noted, Thie record low perccntago of orror hns contri-
butod sipnificently to accuracy of artillery fires and rcduced ¢reatly the -

CONFIDENTT A
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CONFIDENTIAL p

AVFA-AT-D 14 August 1968 ,
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, IFFORCEV .
Artillery for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) f

probability of firing incjdents by artillery units in I1 CTZ.
(3) Counterbattery Intelligence Operations.

(a) iIn May 68, the counterbattery intelligence section of IFFORCEV
Arty published its first monthly asnalysis of the enemy artillery threat in II
Corps Tactical Zone. The report was compiled from data that had been col-
lected for several months, and was disseminated to artillery units, major
maneuver headquarters in II CTZ, and to other selected headquarcers in Viet-
nam.

(b) The purpose of the report was to identify the enemy artillery threat
in II CTZ. For purposes of the analysis, artillery was defined as recoilless
rifles, mortars, rockets and cannons. Objectives of the analysis were:

l. To determine, from data collected and evaluated, what artillery
capabilities existed in II CTZ.

2. To determine the effectiveness of active and passive counter-
measures employed at installations in II CTZ.

3. To determine actions required to increase the effectiveness of
active and passive defense of installations in order to reduce the enemy's
capability of attacking them, of if he did attack, to reduce the effectiveness
of his fires.

tions, summaries of attacks and rounds expended by caliber, and summaries of i
weapons captured and destroyed by caliber. From this information, conclusions ‘
could be drawn concerning the areas in which the enemy employs certair types
of weapons, the percentage of attacks and rounds fired in any irea versus the l
enemy artillery in that area, and the amount and location .f captured or i
destroyed enemy ammunition compared with overall artillery expenditures

throughout the II CTZ.

l (c) The analysis contained descriptions.of enemy artillery disposi-

(d) Subsequent monthly analyses refined the first publication and ]
emphasized effectiveness of active and passive defense against enemy artil-
lery. Specific attention has been directed toward effectiveness of counter-
» mortar radars. Analysis of information collected by the counterbattery

intelligence section has assisted the radar officer in measuring the proficiency {
and effectiveness of his countermortar radar detachments. Analysis of enemy
attacks on installations where countermortar radars are located Las assisted
in determining if proper sectors of scan have been assigned, or if additional
sectors of scan are required. Similar analysis of enemy artillery activity in
areas where countermortar radars are not located has provided guidance for
relocation of detachments. Degrees of operational effectiveness were
measured by comparing the number of hostile firing positions acquired with the
total number of attacks received,

CONFIDENTIAL

y—
|



| i

-

i pekean 1 s AN S A e A ARt 1

- AVPA-AT-D CONFICENT TA) % August 1968

SUBJECT: Operetional Report of Headquarters and Headquarters Battery,
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(e) The ultimate objective of analysis is to increase the effectiveness
of target acquisition ogencies, which in turn, can substantially reduce
effectiveness of hostile artillery by providing better targeting information
for planning counterfires,

fo Implementation of GOLF Series MIOE,

Medium and heavy artillery battalions of IFFORCEV Arty were reorganized
under the standardized GOLF Series MPOE by USARPAC ' General Order 275 and
311, respectively. The effective date for rcorganization of medium utfits was -
15 Jun 68, and for heavy units, 1 Jul 68, The major impact of the reorgani-
zation is that sll heavy and medium battalions are now authorized six forward
observers, an additional liaison officer, and another assistant S3, Each
firing battery is also asuthorized an additional assistant executive officer,
Each battalion is authorized twa light observation helicopters by the new
MIOE. Because of the nonavailability of aircraft, the majority of the bat-
talions will not receive them until early 1969,

g+ Ammunition Expenditure Analysis,

(1) The analysis of ammunition expenditures was expedited through the
development of a computer program which performs the rumerical calculations
of the weckly and monthly expenditure data, 2 3w-roughs 263 computer, loca-
ted at the Base Data Automation Section, 14th Cbl Spt Gp, Nha Trang Air Force
Base, is used, A series of programs was devclon:zd by a programmer assigned
to the section, The sophisticated program, inccrporating numerous double
check features and variable time interval flexibility, provides output para-
meters of rounds, missions, percentage of rounds and missions against total
exoenditure, and rounds per mission for each target category by caliber, area
of operation, and battalion. Weekly and monthly copies of the computerized
expenditure analysis are provided to all major artillery commands within
IFFORCEV to use as 2 means of analyzing their subordinate unit's expenditurede

~ As a result of the IFFORCEV Arty ammunition management system, a significant

shift has been noticed in expenditures from the interdiction category tc the
more profitable target categories, such as confirmed and acquired,

(2) Since 811 US Artillery in Vietnam are adopting the expenditure clas-
sification system for use in analyzing their ammunition expenditures, a com-
prehensive report on the system was compiled by IFFORCEV Artillery as an aid
in its implementation, The report includes a discussion on the evolution of
the system, definitions of target cntegories, the application of manual and
automatic data processing, and a detniled guide for analysis of the expenditure
datr, Coples of the report, the computer progri.m snd a programmer?s instrucie
ior manual have be:n made available to 3ll artillery units in Vietname

(3) A copy of the report was presented to the Secretary of the Army

during his visit to IFFORCEV., The Secretary was briefed on the systep, its
results and its application to artillery improvement programs,
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h. Artillery Seminar. An artillery seminar was held at Camp Radcliff
An Khe on 21 June. Artillery commanders of US, ROK and ARVN forces at the t
corps, division and group level participated. A demonstration of selected
munitions was presented after which a conference was held to discuss several
topics of mutual interest. The discussion covered such areas as combined
support for RF/PF elements, improvement of artillery effectiveness through
the analysis of ammunition expenditures, methods to increase the number of
forward observers operating with Vietnamese maneuver units, and the means of
preventing artillery accidents. This second in a planned series of meetings
has resulted in a strengthening of ties between allied artillery units with
the outcome of more effective and responsive artillery support for maneuver
units of all allied nations. '

i. The IFFORCEV Arty Command Inspection program continued during
this reporting period. Units evaluated were: lst Bn, 92d Arty (13 May);
7th Bn, 15th Arty (27 May); 5th Bn, 22d Arty (10 Jun); 7th Bn, 13 Arty
(26 Jun); 3d Bn, 6th Arty (1 Jul); 6th Bn, 1l4th Arty (15 Jul); and 6th Bn,
84th Arty (29 Jul).

2. (C) Section 2, Lessons Learned: Commander's Observations, Evaluations
and Recommendations.

a. Personnel. None.

b. Operations.

(1) Target Processing.

(a) OBSERVATION. An efficient means of processing targeting in-
formation is essential for planning and conducting operations and the
selection of special targets.

(b) EVALUATION. The vast amount of information available to an
artillery command is of little value unless an efficient means for processing
and storing 1s utilized. Incoming targeting information should be plotted on a
1:50,000 map and then posted on 5x8-inch index cards with coordination and nature
of target. Also include on the card the data of the sighting, method of target
determination, and accuracy of the information of an intelligence report. Cards
are then filed by grid zone designation and target type. The target analyst can
then check the targeting map in the area of a pending operation and obtain
the exact locations and target types from the card file.

{c) RECOMMENDATION. That this means of procesd ng and storing
targeting information be adopted by all fire support coordinating elements.

c. Training. None.

10
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d, Intelligenge, None

Logistics, None
f. Organization., None

Be Otner. ‘
(1) Bunkers,

(a) OBSERVATION. Bunkers collapse frequently as a result of monsoon
rains and termite infestatipn in timber,

(b) EVALUATION. Excessive rain will cause deterioration of timber
and sandbags at an accelerated rate; Also sandbags lose footing during heavy
rains, To preclude bunker collapse, frequent inspection should be conducted

to check for roof sag, wall cant and termites, The following inspection
procedures can be conducted easily.

1l Check for soundness of timber by tarping with a hammer along %the
entire edge and gouging the timber ends with a Kni fe.

2 Check for réof sag and wall cant by suspending an empty amall arms
cartridge from the roof, Place a one foot sauar: niece of any flat material on
the floor directly below the suspended shell cr:rinz until it touches the flat
surface and draw a circle around the circumference. Ralse the shell casing
2-3 inches above the circle. ‘Lowering the shell casing periodic:lly and part-

icularly after heavy rainfall, will indicate if roof sag or wall cant has
occured,

3 Timbers with 10% or more of the surface containing termite hol:s
should be replaced.

Sandbags should be checked frequently to determine if slivoage or
loss of footing has occured,

(c) RECOM/ENDATION, That commanders insure that trooos at the lowes:
level are aware of ithe need to freauently inspect bunkers and that they are

made aware of inspection methods,
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters and Headquirte:s Battery,
I FFORCSV Artil.ery for Period Bnding 31 July 1968, rCS
C3FOR-65 (R1) (U)

DA, Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam, APO 96350 @9 AUG 19¢y

T0: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-JST
APO Y6375

(U) This headquarters concurs with ths Operationali ileport for the quar-
terly period ending 31 July 1968 from Headquarters 1 FFOUCEV Artillery.

FOR TH. COr:ANDRs

" ROBERT C. GABBARD
"=, A37

SOJITANT GENERAL

Cop.es furnished:
1-I FiOxCEV Arty
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AVHGC-DST (14 Aug 68) 2d Ind (U)

(K1) (v)

HEADQUARTERS, US ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375
70: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN:

APO 96558

. MAJ Klingman/ds/LBN L433
SUBJECT: Operational Repoft of Headquarters and Headquarters Battery,
IFFORCEV Artillery. for Period knding 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65

3 SEP 1968

GPOP-DT,

This headquarters has reviewed the Opérational Report-Lessons Learned for
the quarterly period ending 31 July 1968 from Headquarters and Headquarters
Battery, I Field Force Vietnam Artillery and concurs with the report.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

Cy furn:
HQ I FFV
HQ I FFV Arty

27 4 .

W. C. ARNTZ
ILT, AGC
Assistant Adjutant General
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GPOP-DT (14 Aug 68) 3d Ind (u)

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ & HQ Btry, IFFORCEV Arty for Period
Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 21 SEP 1363

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated sub ject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE CCMMANDER IN CHIEF:

ot

C L. SHORTT
CFT, AGC
Asst AQ
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ORGANIZATION AL STRUCTURE
i~ I FIFLD FORCE VISINAM ARTILLERY

; (POUO) Artillery units attached to I Field Force Vietnam Artillery at the end
b of the reporting period were:

IFFORCEV ARTILLERY

5th Battalion, 27th Artillery (105m T)
éth Battalion, 32d Artillery (17 8-inch SP)
Lth Battali’n, 60th Artillery (AwSP
Battery B, 29th Artillery (Searchlight)
Battery E, 4lst Artillery (M)

Headquarters Battery, 8th Target Acquisition Battalion, 26th Artillery

77th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar)
237th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar)
2)1st Field Artillery Detachmert (Radar)
2/,2d Field Artillery Detachment (Radar)
2,34 Field Artillery Detachment (Radar)
2LJth Field Artille:y Detachment (Radar)
; 2534 Field Artillery Detachment (Radar)
; 254,th FPield Artillers Detachment (Radar)
255¢h Field Artille:y Detachment (Radar)
_ 256th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar)

B e ]

L1lst Artillery Oroup

7th Battalion, 13th Artillery (105m T)
7th Battalion, 15th Artillery (175mm SP/' L-)
2d Battalion, 17th Artillery (105mm T/155mm T)
6th Battalion, 84th Artillery (155%m T)

524 Artillery Group

3d Battalion, 6th Artillery (105m P)
6th Battalion, l4th Artillery (175mn/8-inch SP)
5th Battalion, 22d Artillery (175mm/8-inch SP)
1st Battalion, 92d Artillery (155mm T)

—
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DEPARTMENT OF THE .RMY
HE..DQUARTERS, 52D ARTILLERY GROUP
Q / APO 96318

AVAQ-CO 2 June 1968
MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

SUBJECT: Artillery Support for Kon Som Luh

1o Kon Som Luh is an outpest 13 kilometers ENE of Kontum City in the west-
ern highlands. It stands alone faced by the tarest of attack by units of
the 24th NVA Regimen® as well os the 304th Main Force Battalion, Two RF
companies occupled Kon Som Luh on the night of 14 ~ 15 May; at 0135 hours
on the 15th an estimated NV.. battalion at acked the outpost from several
sides, (The attacking unit was later identified as the 6th Bn 24th NVA
Regt). There were no US advisors or US forward observers at the outpost.
An ARVN forward observer nnd rzdio~-telephone operator from the 37th ARVN.
Artillery Battalion in Kontum had been positioned with the companies. The
forward observer imm:diately called for preplamned defensive fires from
the ARVN 155mm howitzer platoon on the north side of Kontum City, and from
the US 8 inch/175m battery (C-6-14) located in Xontum City. The first
rounds were on the wcy in four minutes, The obscrver skillfully shifted
the artillery fires to threatened areas of the perimeter using preplanned
targets as reference points. The artillery raked tl.¢ enemy force with de-
vastating fire and thc RVA battalion broke its atta.k at 0615 hours lsaving
147 dead behind. In contrast, only three RF were slightly wounded in the
succussful defense of the outpost,

2, It was not by chance that artillery made the difference between held-
ing or losing t:.e ovimst a Kon Som Luh, Many US ~riillerymen and US
advisory persor-el h ¢ workad and planned stecdily for several months with
the RF nnd with the /AVN oartillery to bring about this well coordinated and
timely response. Following 18 a synopsis of actions taken from the beg-
inning of the year by artillerymen fium the 52d Artillery Group which
relate to the victory at Kon Som Luhs

JANUARY

(1) Aftor & brief series of coordinating visits to the senior US
advisory headquarters in Kontum, a liaison seotion hended bv s captain
wes ploced in Kontum City to make daily contnct with the US advisers to
the 2ith Special Tactical Zone and Kontum Province, and to Detachment B-24
of the 5th Specisl Forces in Kontum City., ./t this time there were no major
tactical US units operating in the orea. The senior advisor to the 24th
STZ welcomed this participation by the 52d Artillery Group, and offered

the assistance of his intelligence, operations, and srtillery advieor
sestions,

Zml 2 le
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7 AVGG-CO 2 June 1968

b SUBJECTs Artillery Support for Kon Som Luh X

(2) In discussiug artillcry cepabilities with these herdquerters,
the liaisorn officer created an alternate link among the advis,:- s“nffs '
for the exchange of information about enany capebilities and the cur:ent
operations of the US forces in the 4th Division's A0 Macirthur,

(3) At the end of January, the enemy began his TET offensive. The
liaison officer used his communications links and contacts between US
forces and the IS advisors to further coordination of fire support means
in the battle for Kontum City ond to submit timely reports on the close-in
fighting to higher headquarters, '

FEBRUARY

(1) Because of the enemy drive imto Kontum during TET, more attentlon
was focused on the coordination of US and ARVN units in the area., The
1=92d Arty sent 2 liaison sergecrnt with radio equipment to the 24th STZ
to strengthen the US side cf what was to become 3 more capeble combined
US=/iRVN control center; this reinforcement was in addition to the liaison
perty mentioned above.

(2) In mid-February three US artillery batteries moved into Kontum
to support operations by US manewver forces. The 52d Artillery Group im-
mediately initiated a progrem to suprort the isolated villages, hamlets,
and RF/PF outposts with pre-planned artillery fires. A US forward observer
from the 175mm/8 inch battery (C-5-22) worked with the province and district
advisors to plan the fires, An interpreter was provided by the province,
and helicopter 1ift was furnished by this group and by the province,

(3) Simultnneouslv th-~ 1.92 jrty formed a task force of about 35
officers and men to render =2ssistance to ARVN artillery units in Kontum.
In four days, an intense an- d.tailed cooperative evaluation was conducted;
on the spot improvements were made, particularly in maintenance and repairs;
and recommendations 2s to how the effectiveness of the ARVN artillery could
be increased were duveloped. The ARVN artillery was fired in on targets
selected by the province and district chiefs and adjusted by a US/ARVN
observer tesm, WS artillery fired TIT with /RVN on the more importent
targets, Survey control was extended betwecn US and ARWN artillery, and
land lines were added to the communication plan,

(4) Cherlie Battery, 5-22 Arty, was one of the US artillery units
operating in Kontum City. The battery commander reinforced the progrom
describod above with his personal porticipation and enthusiastic ¥*sales-~
manship” of the exprnding coverage for owlying hamlets nnd outposts. By
a8 fortunste circumstance, the US S3 ndvisor to Kontum province (an armor
officer) had served rucently as an instructor at Fart Sill and wns convinced
that artillery fire planning could add a great deal of protection to ARVN,
RF/PF, end friendly villagers, He wns given full support by the US pro-
vince senior advisor who made certain that red tape nnd unwieldy procedures
were elimimted in processirg fire requests,

Iy
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AVGG-CO 1 June 1968
SIBJECT: Artillery Support for Kon Som Iuh

(5) As the influence of sriillery was increasud, the RF gr/ WF
ertended the range of their partols and listening posts. Advisors with
thase units were coached in thc technigues of the forward observer,
Radio communications were checked and procedures t- call for “ires wore
rehearsed, ,

(6) The battalion commanders of the 5-22 Arty and the 1-92 Arty
monitored the program closely to keep all elements actively participating.
Their timely visits to senior U5 and ARVN officers and officisls in Kontum
City lept the program running smoothly. '

MARCH AND APRIL

(1) C-5-22 Arty displaced west of Kontum to Polei Kleng; however
the program in Kontum was well established so that the heavy battery
(C~6=14) which replaced it continued the program without pause.

(2) Deily 1iaison to the US advisors and the ARVN artillery in Kontum

strengthened the plaming cycle and added US support to ARVN ground operat-
ions northeast of the city.

ML

(1) The efforts of the US and ARVN units in the associate battery

program enhanced the mutual support and cooperotion among the artillerymen
in Kontum,

(2) When the NVA battalion attacked on 15 May, the plan which was
developed over many months brought immedinte response from the US and ARVN
artillery., Kon Som Luh was successfully defended snd the enemy attack
turmed into a defeat which virtually elimimeted one NV.. battsalion,

3« In sumary, the following s teps outline a program which might be used
when US artillery moves into a new srea or accelerates the fire planning
for defense of ARVN, RF/PF and friendly villnges:

a. Senicr artillerymsn should make initial visits to US advisors to
set the stage for the proposed cooperative effort,

b. An energetic liaison officsr should be stationsd with the cdvisore

to keep the program in focus and to gain the contacts that will surfoce
intelligence data for target ani fire plannins,

¢. Find out what problenms can be solved by artillery reaction, Show

the advisors how weapons already available can be better utilised vhen
coordinated with and reinforced by B artillery,

/9
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AVGG-CO I, 74 {
SUBJECT: Artillery Support for Kon Som Luh - N ‘
|

d. With the assistance of US advisors and ARVN interpreters. begin
an extensive program to fire-in defensive targets for villages, .-mles
and ARVN/PF/PF outposts. Include LRVN artillery in this progrn: :rithin
ARVN range capebilities,

e. Teach classes and give briefings on the use of the availrble
calibers of artillery, Many US personnel and mwst .RVN are unfardliar with |
the 175mm gun and the 8 inch howitzer, Include typical reaction times, .
techniques of fire, sdjustment and communications. |

f. Follow intellig:nce indicators carefully so thet artillery is
positioned to respond to likely enemy actions. Response time can be
reduced with precomputed data., Pleces can be laid on defensive targets
so that rounds are on the way in the first few critical minutes of the
action when the enemy is trying to destroy the friendly force's com-
minications and will to resist,

4, The 52d Artillery Group is engaged again in proving out these prin- !
ciples in Ban Me Thuot (Darlac Province). Our efforts there have so far !
achieved excellemt results and progress is stirmlated because of the |
greater density of AHVN artillery with which to work, gnd because of
the larger number of friendly units and populated sreas which are enth-
usiasticolly seecking artillery support,

/8/Hal E. Hallgren
Jt/MAL E. HALLGREN
Colonel, Artillery

Commnding
& TRUE COPY
.| 0 o '/\‘ " ', A ;r
\4'_{’,:.::, L ,-" ',' /‘u - “/"!.Q/J
PETER D, HEIMD:HL
HAJ, Artoy

Much -.f the activity indicated in this Memorsndum For Record was ziimue~
lated by the IFFV Qorancing GeneselMajor General R, Peers,who became cone
cerned with the luck of fire support for RF/PF units in this area, Prior
te the actions reccrded herein two RF/FF outposts in this area were over—
run by the enery and an RF unit at Kon Braih, approxmotely 28 kilo. cters
NE of Kontum, also came urder atitack, Major General Peers directed a
175001 wnit moved so as to prov-.de artillery coverdage ¢ this outposti,
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STATISTICAL DATA
ARTILLERY STRENGTH AND AMMUNITION EXPENDITURES

/5

1, (C) Artillery Strength: The following table reflects artillery tube

strength by caliber for US, AR, and F'MAF Artillery uniis in IT CTZ at the
end of the quarter,

105mm A55mm L 175
US Divisional 79 18 L 0
[ ROK Divisional 108 3 0 | 0
US Force Artillery 172 | Lo 23 25
: 5 ARW Artillery 87 42 0 0
| eetae  p % 3
<, (C) ‘rmunition Stetistics for US Artillery in IT CTZ for the Reporting
| Quarters
f (a) Expenditures b, Target Category:.
| TARGET HAY JINE JULY
CATEGORY RO DS/VISSTONS ROWNDS/MISSIcNS ;.-:mr?msgrms
Confirned 19,063/1,612 25,471/7m 19,335/1,950
Acquired 71,354/8,680 44,L73/8, i< 30,792/3,69,
Counterbattery 14,491/571 4,015/146 2,129/39,
Preparation 28,808/1,729 22,955/1,140 17,152/677
Interdiction 79,572/28,879 59,721./5,807 20,820/12,665
Speciul Purposs  32,510/4,508 29,707/4,234 20,097/3,309
Other 44,207/552 4,280/521 L',379’59l¢
! Total 219,995/6,549  190,662/41,119 114,709/22 28,
! (b) Expenditures by Caliber:
e MNTH = CALIBER  RDS EXPENDED £ of TOTAL RDS/TUBE/D*Y
; My 105 177,479 43% 3%
155 67,088 X 4 37
} ; (L 21,879 8% 24
175 13,549 Jo 5% 20
Inel 3 CONFIDENTIAL
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SUB TOTAL
June 105

155

an

175

SUB = TOTAL
July 105
155
gn

175

SB = TOTAL
TOTAL

* Prorated Av:rage
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279,995
124,563
39,064
15,686
11,269

190,622
735364
20,765
17,820

7,755

114,704
585,32
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