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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

IN REPLY REFER TO

AGAM-P (M) (3 Sep 68) FOR OT RD 68X069 6 September 1968

SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report . Op TOAN THANG, lst Australian
Task Force, Period 21 April - 7 June 1968 (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. Subject report is forwarded as inclosure for review and evaluation '
in accordance with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15

2., Information contained in this report is provided to insure that the
Army realizes current benefits from lessons learned during recent opera-

tions.

3. To insure that the information provided through the Lessons Learned
Program is readily available on a continuous basis, a cumulative Lessons
Learned Index containing alphabetical listings of items appearing in the
reports is compiled and distributed periodically. Recipients of the

attached report are encouraged to recommend items from it for inclusion

in the Index by completing and returning the seif-addressed form provided

at the end of this report.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:
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KENNETH G. WICKHAM
Ma jor General, USA
The Adjutant General
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY -
HEADQUARTERS, II FIELD FORCE VIETNAM
APO San Francisce 96266

AVFBC-RE-H | 2 1 AUC 1968
SUBJECTs Combat Operations After Action Report

Assistant Chief of Staff for Ferce Development
Department of the Army
Washington, D. C. 20310

l. Subject report is forwarded.

2. This heudquurters has reviewed the att.ched After iction Report of
the lst Australian Task Ferce, Operation Toan Thang Phase I and concurs

with it.

0. B. FORY

1LT, AGC
Asst AG

FOR THs COMM-:NDERs

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
Moo IR 5200.10
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CONFIDENTIAL
AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES
A 18T A
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report
T0: Cemmanding General . p ;'

IT Meld Force Vietnam
ATTN: AC of S. @3.

COPIES TO: HQ AFV (7)
HQ NZ Force Vietnam (2)
' HQ1ALSG
" HQ 6 Tesk Forge (3)
HQ 10 Task Force (3)
Internal (15)

MAPS: VIETNAM Series L7014, Sheet 6430 IIT and IV (1 1 50,000),
VIETNAM Scries L607, Sheet 6331 (1 : 100,000).
VIETAM Series L7014, Sheet 6331 II, 6331 ITI (1 s 50,000).

1. Neme and Typs of Overation. Operation TOAN THANG Phaso I.

2. tes of %e?tion. The operation was conducted over the period
21 Apr 6? 0 X: . op :

3. Command Headquarters. HQ t ATF.,
4e nit Cormanders.

a. Cond 1 ATF Brigadier R.L, HUGHES, DSO
D Comd 1 ATF, Colonel . D,B. DUNSTAN, MBE
b, 1RAR Lt Col P.H, BENNETT
2 RAR ) Lt Col N.R. CHARLESWORTH /
3 RAR . Lt Col J.J. SHELTON, MC
12 Fd Regt - Lt Col  J.D. KELLY
C Sqn 1 Aimd Regt ' Maj - P, BADMAN
A Sqn 3 Cav Regt Maj J.D. KELDIE
1 Fd Sqn RAE Maj J.H, KEMP

5, Location, North East PHUOC TUY Province oentre of mass YS3060,-
LONG XHANH Province céntre of mass Y3004, BIEN ROA/LOMG KHANH Provinces
centre of mass YT1715 and BIEN HO0A/BINH DUONG Provinoes centre of mass XT9129,

6. . Task Organisation.

1 RAR 12 M R
2 RAR A Bty 2/35 Arty (US)
3 MR 1 N Squ RAB
C Sqn 1 Armd Regt 1€1 (Indep) Recce F1t
A Sqn 3 Cav Regt 9 S@ RAAP
7.  Supporting Forces. '
a. G San 1 Ared Regt.
(1) Deployment. .
(a) On the 22 May 68 C Sqn 1 Arud Regt departed NUI DAT
via Route 2 and Rou'e 1. The Sgn staged the night 22/23
May at LONG BINH and arrived at FSPB CORAL 23 May,
(b) 1 Tp was placedunderOpooqjimn, 27 placed
under op con 1 RAR nd Sqn HQ was logated at FSPB CORIL.
foR or ®D :
GaX069 . ___—__}
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.(e). 1 Tp.departed FSPB BAIMORAL on 4 Jun and rejoined
"Sqn HQ at FSPB CORAL.

(d) On 5 Jun C Sqn 1 Armd Regt departed FSPB CORAL and
returned to NUI DAT via Route 15. The Sgn staged the
night 5/6 Jun at BEARCAT.

(2) Employment.

(a) Sqn HQ operated from FSPB CORAL and in addition to
its normal command and administrative functions was
coordinated into the defences of FSPB CORAL.

(b) 1 Tp was placod under op con 3 RAR and located at
FSPB RALMORAL.

{¢) 2 Tp was placed under op con 1 RAR and was located
at FSPB CORAL,

(d) Both tronys were used extensively on recce in force
operations and when deployed proved a very decisive
factor in contacts with the enemy. They also added
considerable strength and fire power to the defences of
FSPBs BAIMORAL and CORAL during their attacks by the NVA,

b. A Sgn 2 Cgv R_ﬁ_g&o )

(1) Deployment.

(a) 3 Tp was placed under op.con C Coy 1 RIR and
deployed from NUI DAT to FSPB LONG YS2575 fram 23 Apr
.to 25 Apr.

(b) 1 Tp moved to A0 MURRAY BRIDGE on 29 Apr and was
placed under op con 2 RAR.

.{c) 1 Tp moved to FSPB WATTLE YS3591 on 3 May and ocame
undor op ccn Comd FSPB WATTLE.,

(d) 3 Tp esoorted a convoy from NUI DAT to BEARCAT
YT1600 and returned on 3 May 68.

{(e) 1 Tp was placed under op con 1 RAR on 5 May and
moved with A Coy 1 RIR to BLACKHORSE er route to FSPB
HARRISON YT1716,

f) Sqn HQ and 2 Tp provided escort for A Bty 2/35 Arty
US) from NUI DAT to FSPB ANDERSEX YT20]2 on 5 May and
was placed under op con 2 RAR.

(g) Sqn HQ and 2 Tp were placed uader op con 3 RAR on
10 May a8 a result of 3 RAR relieving 2 RAR,

(h) On 12 May A Sgn less 3 Tp esocrted the rcad convoy
from A0 COLUMBUS III to AO SURFERS staging as follows:

1. A Sqn (~-) BEARCAT,
1i. 2 Tp TLEN HOA in sp of A D'ty 2/35 Arty (US).

(1) on 13 May A 8qn (=) arrived in .\0 SURFERS and
deployed as foll s )

i. Sqn HC 'SPB CORAL.
2
CONFIDENTIAL




e T

Y

(2)

CONFIDENTIAL

i1, 1 Tp op con 1 RAR at FSPB CORAL,
114, 2 Tp op con 3 RAR at FSPB COOGEE.,

(3) 3 Tp arrived at FSPB CORAL on 17 May and was located
vith Sqn HQ.

(k) 2 Tp moved from FSPB CORAL to FSPB BAIMORIL on
25 May remaining under op con 3 RAR.

(1) 3 Tp on 30 May escorted a road convoy from FSPB
CORAL to NUI DAT and remained at 1 ATF Base NUI DAT,

(m) 3 Tp on 2 Jun escorted a convoy from NUI DA to FSPB
CORAL staging night 2/3 Jun at BEARCAT and returned with
the convoy to 1 ATF Base NUI DAT on 3 Jun.

(n) 3 Tp on 5 Jun escorted a convoy from NUI DAT to FSPB
CORAL staging night 5/6 Jun at BEARCAT.

(o) 2 Tp moved from FSPB BAIMORAL to FSPB CORAL on 5 Jun.

(p) A Sgn escorted the final convoy from FSPB CORAL to
NUI DAT on 6'Jun. staging the night 6/7 Jun at BEARCAT,
except for 3 Tp who nroceeded directly to NUI DAT on 6 Jun.

Ezmplomment.

(a) Throughout the operation A Sqn were employed on the
following tasks: .

i, Protection of road coavoys.
ii. Recce in force operations.
i1, SOémng inac

iv. Ewocuation of casualties. During the second

battle of FSPB CORAL the APCs collected casualties
during darlmess from warious locations around the

perimeter and brought them to a central collection
point vhere they received medical treatment until

the L2 for DUSTOFF could be d~~lared secure.

v. Defence of FSPBa,

(b) Fram 13 May until the conclusion of the operation

OC A Sqn 3 Cav Regt was made responsible for the layovi,
coordination and coomand of local defence at FSPB COL\L,
With the reliable commnications provided by the ACV and .
having the ability to reinforce sectors under attack with
his APCs this proved a very successful task for the OC of
the Cav Sqn.

Ce | Artillery.
(1) 12 Fd Regt.

(a) The affiliations throughout the operation were:
i, 102 Fd Bty in DS of 1 RAR,
11, 108 R Bty in 7S of 2 RAR.
113, 161 M Lty in 'S of 3 RAR.
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102 P4 Bty ocoupied the following FSPBs:
i. FSPB WATTLE 183591.,3‘ May = 5 May.

ii, FSPB HARRISON YT1672 5 May = 12 May.
141, FSPB CORAL XT9329 12 May = 5 Jun,

108 Fd Bty ooccupied the following FSPBe:
i. FSPB HUNT YT2501 25 A'_pr - 3 May.

ii. FSPB WATTLE YS53591 3 May = 5 May.
iii, FSPB ANDERSEN‘ YT2012 5 May = 10 May,
161 F4 Ity occupied the following FSFBs:
i. FSPB THORNTON YS3571 21 Apr - 23 Apr,
i1, FSPB DYKE ¥S2780 23 Apr = 25 Apr.
114, FSPB ‘EVANS YT2206 25 Apr - 3 May.

iv, FSPB ANDERSEN YT2012 10 May - 12 May.
v. FSPB CORAL XT9329 12 May ~ 13 May.
vi, FSPB COOGEE XT8929 13. May - 24 May.
vii. FSPB CORAL XT9329 24 May - 6 Jun,

/ (2) A Bty 2/35 Arty (us).

(a) Throughout the operation A Bty was in general

support of 12 F4 Regt.

(b)

(3) A Bty 5/42 Arty (US) was in general support of 1 ATF at

A Bty occupied the following FSPBs:

i, FSPB LONG YS2575 23 Apr = 25 Apr,
ii. FSPB ANLCERSEN YT2010 5 May - 12 May,
111, FSPB CORAL XT9329 13 May - 6 Jun.

NUI DAT from 6 May to 19 May.

(4)

oyment of Artillery. Operation TOAN THANG provided
a wide variety of tactical situatiofs in which artillery was

used, these were as follows:

(a)
(b}
(c)
()

Preparation of 123 for air assault landings.
Preparatory bombardment of occupied enemy camps,

Covering fire plans fo'? attacks,

Close defensive fire tasks during encmy attacks,
Having to .defend gun .positions from enemy w

e
infiltrated into the gun positions,

(f) Having to :'ire defensive fire tasks whilst being

engaged by enam - mortar .and rocket fire,
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(g) OCut off missions on shemy withdrawal routes.

(h) Counter bombardment of enemy mortar and rooket
1w.timl

(1) Destruction missions against enemy in the open, and
ogainst enemy installations.

(j) Harassing and interdiction tasks against enomy
infiltration routes. .

(k) Illumination missions,

(5) Corps Artillezy Net. A Corps Artillery net was
established under the control of II Fleld Force Artillery.
This proved successful and enabled additional fire to be
employed especially during the NVA attacks on FSPBs CORAL and
BAIMORAL,

(6) AWCC. An "ad hoc" AWCC was doployed at FSPB CORAL, This
was successful, However it had to be staffed by untrained

personnel,. In future operations whore the Task Force has its
own alr space the AWCC at NUI DAT will have to split.

(7) Artillery support was effective throughout the operation
and played an important part in tho success of the operation.

Engingers.

(1) Deploymont.
(a) 1 ™ Sqn deployéd one-ongineor combat toam to oach
battalion and one ongineer mini team to each troop of
C Sqn 1 Armd Rogt and A Sqn 3 Cav Regt throughout the
operation, ,

(b) 1 Fd Sqn (=) was doployod to FSPB CORAL from 13 May
tO 6 Juno

(2) Pmployment.
(a) Prior to thoir deployment as a Sqn (minus engincer
combat toams under oporational contrel of tho battalions)
the following tasks were undertaken:
i. Destruction of cnemy installations.

ii, Destruction of captured enomy ammunition ‘and
explosives.

111, Corstruotion of gun positions in the FSPBs.
iv. Coritriction of LZs and winch points,

v. The mini teame were employed on clearing routes
of mines for APCs of A Sqn 3 Cav Regt.

‘vi. Estoblishment of a water point at FSPB ANDERSEN.

(b) " on deployment to FSPB CORAL tho Sqn undertook tho
following taskss -

i. Land cliaring around i:oth FSPBs cOﬁAL and
BALMORAL,
5
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i1, Construction of FSPB defences at FSPBs
COOGEE, CORAL and BALMORAL.

iii, Construction of command post, RAP and signal
centre at FSPB CORAL,

.iv. Layinz a booby trap field at FSPB BALMORAL,

v. Assicting the infantry unrd artillery to
preparc their defensive positions,

vi. Occupying a section of the defensive porimoter
at FSPB CORAL,

0. . A!gt%on. During Operation TOAN THANG (Phase 1), oxtensive
use wvas made of tho air resourcecs available. This was particularly
8o with the deployment and redeploymont of Task Force units and
with logistic resupply.

(1) 161 (Inden) Pecce Flt. Tho flight provided 1 H13 in DS of
each battalion and HQ 1 ATF, In addition 1 CESSNA was
provided for day and night VR in the operational arens anc
for liaison and redio rcbroadcast tasks., The flight alse
continued to provide FW and RW aircraft for VR, liaison and
pey ops tasks at the 1 ATF Baso. The aircraft supporting the
operation iritially worked from NUI DAT. On 25 Apr a
detachment deployed to BEARCAT YT1600 and redeployed to PHU
LOI XT8414 on 13 May where it remained until the operation
concluded. The Hi13's in DS of battalions were used for close
VR, liaison and artillery observation.

(2) 9 San RAAF. The squadron providsd IROQUOIS helicopter
support for resupply, troop positioning, DUSTOFF and cammand
1liaison tasks. Initially operating daily out of VUNG TAU, a
detachment deployed to PHU LOI on 13 May to support operaticns
in AQ SURFERS. From PIU LOT the aircraft positioned dally at
FSPB CORAL.

(3) 35.Sqn PAAF. The squacron provided logistic eupport
CARIBOU aircraft that operated beween VUNG TAU, NUI IAT and
BEARCAT whilst HQ 1 ATF and the 1 gistic olements of the forco
were located at BEARCAT,

(4) US Army Avintion.

(a) Qffensive Supjort. Throighout the operation a LFT
was positionod dal.y ai NUI DT, As the Task Forco
deployed further avay from th. 1 ATF Base it bocame
necossary to leave the LFT at NUI DAT to support operations
in PHUOC TUY and *¢ rely on "cn call" LFT!s requested
through AE HQ II FFV, Responso to roquests was good and
no difficulties ware expcrienzid with tho systams, During
the attacks on F22Bs CORAL and RAIMORAL LFT!s provided
excollont close su,'pert in the face of heavy and accurato
enemy AA GG firo,

(b) DUSTOFF Suppox %. Casualty ovacuation requiraments
were met by DUSTOST ).olicopters based at LONG BINH,
Response to request: was compl tely satisfactory although
when numerous casuties were justained, aseistance from
9 Sqn RAAF enabled tho wounded to be dolivered to hospital
without undue delr .

(]
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(¢) ar sport « Tho forco was almost completely
maintained by air 3:‘?1ng the operation and deployment
and rodeployment was by air, Details of transport
support provided by US Amy Aviation are listod bolow,

9 Sqn RAAF supplemontod US AHCs in troop moves and

assisted US transport support in daily resupply.
Deploymonts and Redeployments ‘ Troops Corgo

AHCs . 5215 Ni1
CHY? 932 367.5 tons
CH54 - : N1 31  tons
Logistic Resupply .
CH4T. 1242 1471 tons
CH54 Nil 18 tons
(5) F, Thc 1 ATF TACP provided continuous daylight VR
t out the operation am well as controlling proplanned and

immediate nirstrikes and SPOOKY and MOONSHINE aircraft, A
significant "firgt" quring this period wes the amployment of
close tactical '‘air by night during the attack on FSPB CORAL

- 16 Moy 68, A forward TACP was doployed with HQ 1 ATF and the
FAC!'s and aircraft operated from VUNG TAU and NUI DAT until
13 May 68 whon a detachment daployed to PHU 10T, This dotach-
ment subscquently redoployed to BIEN HOA AB on 31 May 68 in
order to take advantage of the better maintenanco facilities
available,

(6) During the operation therc were 184 missions flown by

USAF aircraft., Of these, 134 were preplanned airstrikes, 7 wore
immediate airstrikes in support of troops in contact, 37 wore
cambat skyepots, 3 wers SPOOKY and MOONSHINE missions and 3 were
B52 strikes,

Intelligence.

a, From the intelligonce point of view, the overall area of 1 ATF
operatians during Operation TOAN THANG I consisted of three main
areas of interest:

(1) NUI THI VAIs, North to include the HAT DICH areas
(2) Northern IAT DIC and AN JOLUMBUS TII.
(3) AO SURFERS I and II. '

b, Prior to operations in each of the throe areas, the rollowlng
indications of enemy activity wero noted:

(1) YA AT_DICH Area. Indications were that thare
‘was possibly up to one VC mainiurcc httalion in the HAT DICH
area. This doerived from a 9 US Div LRRP sighting of 250 well
armed men in the vichidty of YS3194 on 25 Mar, heading South.
The CHAU DUC District oy, 041, was thought to be in the general
area of the KT DINH/N/I THI VAII. The last known gontaot with
C41 wns on the 5 Apr (8 vhen a patrol from 2 RAR contactod 15-2C
VC near HOA LONG killig eix, at least four of whom were nombors
of C41. Numerous base ceips were Known throughout the area,

?
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(2) Northero HAT DICH, AQ COUMBUS III. II FFV intelligence
indicated that the en would conduct coordinated attacks

on SAIGON and BIEN HOA/LONG BINH in the time frame 24 Apr -

1 May and probably would uso the same avenues of approach
used during TET. It was expected that these attacks would be
preceeded by attacks by fire. The area of A0 COLUMBUS III had
becn used a8 an approach avemue during TET and also a® an area
for rocket sites for fire attacks on BIEN HOA/LONG BINH, The
area of the Northern HAT DICH showed signs of increasing
activity, During the period 9 - 16 Apr 68, 9 US Div LRRPs had
had four contacts rosulting in 21 VC KIA (BC) and 10 KIA
possible. Red Haoze emission reports had noticeably incroased,
and there wero also roports of the existence of a K34 Arty
Battalion in the general area of ¥52990. One enamy KIA in a
contact on the 16 Apr had been identified as being fram 52 VC
Arty Bn, 69 Arty Command. It was possible that D445 LF
Battalion, or clements of it, were co-located with these Arty
units,

(3) Ao I and II. Since the start of tho second enemy
offensive on J May 68, it had become apparent that substantial
mainforce and local force units had passed through the A0
SURFERS area and would probably contimue to do so. Further,
in the ovent of the second offensive being called off it wns
anticipated that the AO SURFERS area would be in a position to
interdict exfiltration routes from SAIGON,

(a) Up to 10 May 68, contact had boon made by US units

with the following enemy regiments in the A0 SURFERS area:

i, 141 NVA Regt, 7 NVA Div.
4. 165 NVA Regt, 7 NVA Div.
111, 274 VC PRegt, 5 VC Div.
iv, 275 VC Regt, 5 VC Div,
v. DONG NMAI Regt.

(b) 1In addition, tho following local force or district
elements had boen operating in or near A0 SURFERS:

i, 3 VC LF Bn.
ii. C300 DONG NAI Coy.
111, €303 Coy,
iv, C302 TAN UYEN PF1. )
ve DI AN Pl.
vi, 83 Rear Services Group,
(¢) The village of BINH MY (XT9036 - XT9132) had been

noted as an important staging area and resupply point
for enemy troops moving either North or South,

Areg 1 %emtiona {Poriod 21 - % Apr). Operations in the
NUI THI VAI/HAT DICH area were cur ed befare entering the HAT
DICH area proper. At the enl of operations in this area thore had
been one contact with two enomy with unlmown results,

]
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d,  Area 2 Operat < 11 Mav). Oporstions
cont “the Northern HAT DICH area to Highway 1 until 5 May
when the deployment to AO COLUMBUS IIT was effectod. Up to 5 liay

. no major contact had been made and there wero soven minor contacts

with the following rosulte:

5 V¢ XIA (BC)

1 v un

6 Individual weapons ocaptured
1 Crew served weapon captured

6. One enemy unit was identified frum documents following a
contact on 28 Apr 68. The documents identified the Political
Officer of J60O, o rear services clement subordinate o 274 VC Regt.

£, Operations in A0 COLUMBUS III continued until 11 May with the
following results:

(1) Three minor contacts yielding six enemy KL\, seven
individual weapons and one crew served weapon captured, Two
unit identifications from bodies were made during this period,
firstly from Coy C22 of D67 Englnecr Battalion and secondly
BIEN HO\ Province tax colisotion elaments.

(2) 1 RAR had located a 122mm rocket site which had last
been used during TET against BIEN HOA/LONG BINH,

(3) 3 R\R had two rackets of an unknown type, probably RFG,
fired near their location.

8. Area 3 Qgemtﬁone ’(2’%0& 12 m o 6';_un 68). During operations
in A0 SURFERS I and ]I, there were a o cantacts, including
two regimental sisod attach againat FSPBs, with the overnll result
as follows:

NVA KA (BC) 237
Enemy KIA Poss 56

P 1 (1 v, 10 NWA)
Detainee 1

Hoi Chanh 1

Crew served

weapons 35

Individunl

weapons 9

Enemy units and infiltration groups identifiod were:

141 NVA Regt

165 NV Regt

85 Regt

32 Infiltration Group
269 Infiltration Group
275 Infiltration Group
7,5 Infiltration Group
NAM HA Infiltration Group
233 Infiltration Group
D280 Infiltration Group
165 Infiltration Group

h,. Jrends Noted in Arm 3 Opergtions,

(1) Detailed rense done by the enemy. He oonduoted qlose,

detalled recce by day and by night and also recce in force up

to Company strength. An example of the detalled recce being

carried out was the finding of saplings bent to point to MG
9

poaitions. ,
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(2) Before his large attacks the enemy movod close to his
objective several hours before attacking. A PW from 275
Infiltration Group captured after a Regimental attack on FSPB
CORAL said that his unit had force marched for eix hours, then
laid up for three hours 250 metres from our FEBA before attacking,

(3) The extremely heavy fire support employed by the enemy
during his recce in force and attacks. He employed 60mm and
82mm mortars, 75mm RCL and RPG2 and 7 with considerable
aocuraoy, and effectiveness.

(4) The enemy was very aggressive and willing to prolong
contact after first light to cnable him to clear the battlefield.

(5) The encmy's employment of antl aircraft heavy machine guns,
These were sited eround his HQ areas to prevent detailed air
recco, and also employed in the attack, sited close to friemndly
locations to minimise fire from LFTs.

(6) Following attacks, the enemy dispersed rapidly, even after
firet light. After an NVA Regimental sized attack against FSPB
CORAL on 16 May 68 contact broke at 0630 hrs and immediataly
all trace of the enecmy vanished. It is now suspected that he
hid 4n prepared bunkers and foxholes in a stream bed about 700
metree North of CORAL, most likely remaining there throughout
the day and moving off the following night.

(7) The large number of Infiltration Groups identified in the
area showed the importancs of AQ SURFERS as a movement route.
Conaidersble flare activity accampanied by the sounds of shots

_ every night indicated that the enemy was by-passing our locations.

(8) The number and sise of the attacks against our positions
showed the importance that the enamy attached to the BINH MY
area,

(9) The whole of 7 NVA Div was concentrated in the area of A0

SURFERS, with 141 NVA Regt to the East of FSPB CORAL and 165
NVA Regt to the North of FSPB BALMORAL,

9. Concept of Qperations.

a. General Outline Phase’,
(1) 1 ATF was to destroy VC/NVA elements in the following AOs:

{(a) AO GILES,

{b) AO STURT,

(c) AO HUME.

(d) AO KENNEDY,

(e) AO LAWSON,
(2) 3 RAR comenced the operation on 21 Apr 68 by securing
FSPB THORNTON YS3571 with C Coy and Tp A Sqn 3 Cav Regts The
remainder of 3 RAR with 161 Rd Bty, 12 M Regt moved by alr
to FSPB THORNTON.
(3) 3-RAR wns given thy following tasks:.

(a) Recce in forc: in AOs GILES and HUME.

1o
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(b) Secure FSPB BEAVIS, vicinity ¥S2878, on 27 Apr for
the fly-in of 2 RAR cormencing at first light on 28 Apr.

(¢) Destroy all enemy installations within their Ao.
(4) On 22 Apr 68 on orders from II FFV the concept of the

operation war changed.

tline 8Q 2.

(1) 2 RAR and 3 RAR were to conduct rocce in force in ADs
LAWSON end KENNEDY in tho period 24-26 Apr 68,

(2) 2 RAR and 3 RAR were then to attack North astride tho
general line of the LONG XHANH/BIEN HOA boundary to tho North

- of AO0 MURRAY BRIDGE in the period 27-30 Apr 68,

(3) Finally 2 RAR and 3 RAR were to occupy ambush positions
and patrol in the North of A0 MURRAY BRIDGE to cover East/Wost
tracks which could be used as likely enemy avenues of approach
into SAIGON, LONG BINH and BIEN HOA.

(4) 2 R\R wae given the following tasks:
(a) Establish FSPB CAPE in vicinity YS3081 on 24 Apr.
(b) Recce in force in A0 LAWSON,

(c) Attack North to the East of the inter battalion
boundary, within A0 MURRAY BRIDGE, to destroy NVAANC forcos!
bases and staging areas,

(d) Ocoupy embush positions and patrol in AO NEPEAN to
cover East/West tracks which could be used as likely enamy
avonues of approach into SAIGON, LONG BINH and BIEN HQA,

(e) Be prepared; on order, for almmobile insertiomm into
A0 NEPEAN to interdict VG/NVA approaches to LONG BINH from
the East, should this be required by higher authority,

(5) 3 RAR was given the following tasks:
(a) Eastablish FSPB DYKE in vicinity YS2780 on 23 Apr.

(b) Secure FSPB CAPE on 23 Apr for the fly-in of 2 RAR
on 24 Apr. :

(c) Recce in force in AQ KENNEDY.

(d) Attack North to the West of the inter battalion
boundary, within AQ MURRAY BRIDGE, to destroy NVA/VC
forces! bases and staging areas.

(e) Occupy ambush positions and patrol in A0 HUNTER to
cover East/West tracks which could be used as likely oncmy
avenues of approach into SAIGON, LONG BINH and BIEN HQ!.

{f) Be prepared, on ordor, for alrmobile insertion into
AQ HUNTER to interdict VC/NVA approaches to LONG BINH fron
the East, should this be required by higher authority.

(6) On the 23 Apr 68 1 ATF received orders from II FFV to
insert by air 2 RAR and 3 RAR into.AOs NEPEAN and HUNTER., As

a rosult of this order 2 RAR was not deployed. 3 RAR wvas
ordered to securc FSPBs DYKE and CAPE and oonduct RIF operations
in the vicinity of FSPB DYKE.
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tline 80 3,

(1) 3 RAR was to continue recce in force in tho vieinity of
FSPB DYKE and secure FSPB CAPE,

(2) 2 RAR and 3 RAR fly into AOs NEPEAN and HUNTER and cccupy
ambush positions and patrol to cover East/\ost tracks which
could be used as avenues of approach into SAIGON, LONG BINH

‘++and BIEN HOA,

(3) “2'RAR'was given the following tasks:

(a) Conduct airmoblle insertion into AO NEPEAN, on
_conclusion of .3 RAR insertion, op 25 Apr,

(b) -Establish FSPB HUNT in vicinity YT2602,

(e¢) Occupy ambush positions and patrol in AQ NEPEA to

cover East/West tracks which could bo used as enemy

avenues of approach into SAIGON, LONG BINH and BIE/ HOA.
(4) 3 RAR was giventhe following tasks:

(a) Continue present operations in AOs KENNEDY and
LAWSON, .

(b) Conduct eirmobile insertion into AQO HUNTER commoncing
250830H Apr. '

(c) Establish FSPB EVANS in vicinity YT2206.

() Occupy ambush positions and patrol in A0 HUNTER to
covor tracks from tho North and the East which could bo
used as likely enemy avenues of approach into SAIGON,
LONG BINH and BIEN HOA,

General Qutlino Phaso 4.

(1) 2 RAR commencing on 29 Apr extended their operations
into AO SWAN.

(2) 3 RAR took over the responsibility of AQ NEPEAN and

screened the area from FSPB HUNT to the A0 Boundary in the
vicinity of TRANG BOM YT1910,

Genernl Outline Phase 5.

(1) Commencing 3 May 1 ATF was to extend recce in force
operations into AOs BELIZE, KENNEDY, LAWSON and TAUPO,

+{2) 1 RAR was given the following tasks:

(a) To be inserted into FSPB WATTLE oa 3 May.

(b) To provide ono coy for the éec'u.rity of FSPB WATTLE
and subsequently for FSFB ASH and FSPB WILLOW,

(e¢) To conduct recce in force oporations in AQs BELIZW,
LAWSON and TAUPO., : 0

(3) 2 RIR was given the following tasks:
-(a) To extend recce in force operations into AOs BELILZ

2 '
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(b) To secure and provide protection for FSPB CEDAR.

(¢) On completion of recce in force operations in A0
KENNEDY to be extracted by AHC to NUI DAT,

(@) Be preparod on order to deploy one coy under
operational control of 1 RIR to ambush tracks in vicinity
of YS32690

(4) 3 RAR was given the following taska:
(a) To be oxtracted by AHC to NUI DAT on 3 May.

(b) To be inserted into FSPB PINE on extraction of 2 RAR
and conduct recce in force operations in A0 TAUPO,

(¢) Provide one coy for the security of FSPB PINE,
(5) On the 5 May 68 1 ATF was orderod by II FFV to deploy

into AO COLUMBUS ITI. At this stage operations in this phase
concluded in AO BELIZE,

f. General Qutline-Phase 6.

Be

(1) 1 ATF was required to relieve 199 Bde in A0 COLUMBUS III
by 051500H May and establish counter rocket ambush positions
along the general line YT100210 - YT150170 and YT190120,

(2) 1 RAR was given tho following tasks:

(a) To be inserted by AHC into FSPB HARRISON YT167172
and L2's YT137192 and YT120172,

(b) . Establish counter rocket ambush positions in A0 AYRE
in the vicinity of YT109197, YT137192 and YT133170.

(¢c) Establish FSPB HARRISON YT167172 and provide one coy
for its protection.

(3) 2 RAR was given the following tasks:-
(a) To be inserted by CH47s into FSPB ANDERSEN YT209127.

(b) Establish counter ambush positions in AQ SIMPSON in
the vicinity of YT168155, YT220148 and YT170130.

(c) Establish FSPB ANDERSEN and provide one coy for its
protection.

(4) on 10 May 68 3 RAR relieved 2 RAR in A0 SIMPSON., 2 RAR
returned to NUI DAT and 3 RAR continued to patrol and occupy
counter rocket ambush,

e tline 8q 7.
(1) During this phase which commenced on 12 May 68 1 ATF was
ordered by II FFV to occupy blocking positions within A0
SURFERS to interdict enemy withdrawal routes from the South
and South West.
(2) 1 RAR was givoit the following tasks:

(a) Establish 102 W Bty, 12 Fd Regt, in FSPB CORIL,

'3
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(b) To clear Route 16 from FSPB COR.L to TAN UYEN,
vicinity XT959243 and secure it for the convoy movament
on 13 w.

(c) Establish blocking positions and patrol in AO BONDI
to interdict enamy withdrawal routes from the South and
South West.

(3) 3 RAR was given the following tasks:

{a) Conduct air assault landing into FSPD CORAL and
secure LZ for fly-in of 3 RAR and 1 RAR.

(b) Establish 161 Fd Bty, 12 Fd Regt, in FSPB COR.L,

(c) Provide one coy and one sect mors for tho protection
of FSPB CORAL,

(d) Establish blocking positions and patrol A0 MANLY to
interdict enemy withdrawal routes from the South and
South West,

(4) On tho 13 May 3 RAR were ordered to ostablish FSFB COOGEE
in the vicinity of XT9329.

(5) On the 23 May C Sgn 1 Armd Regt arrived at FSPB CORAL
from NUI DAT. g

Enﬂsl Qutline E!msa 8,

(1) On the 24 May 1 ATP redeployed 3 RAR from AC MANLY to AO
NEWPORT, On completion: of the redeployment 1 ATF continued
recce in force operations in AO SURFERS II.

(2) 1 RAR was given theé following tasks:
(a) Continue the defence of FSPB CORAL,
(b) Conduct recce in force operations to the North of
FSPB CORAL prior to tho move of 3 RIR from A0 MINLY to
AQO NEWPORT,
(¢) Secure the right flank for 3 RAR move to AO NEWPORT.

(d) Provide one coy to escort one tp C Sgn 1 Armd Regt
to FSPB BAIMORAL,

(e) Commencing 25 May conduct recce in force operations
into AO BONDI.

(3) 3 RAR was given the following tasks:

{a) Camencing 2/, Moy move to and secure a battalicn
defenaive position (FSPB BALMORAL)®in the vicinity ¥YT9333.
To be concentrated in now location by 1600 hrs 24 May.

(b) Develop the battalion defensive position on 25 May,
allowing space for the possible deployment of a Fd Bty.

(¢) Be prepared to conduct recce in force operations in
¢ AO NEWPORT cammencing 26 May, to locatc enemy base camps
with o view to initinlly destroying them with alr attack

14
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(d) Until otherwise directed by HQ 1 ATF sub units
conducting recce in force cperations were to return to
the battalion base at night,

(e} Priority of recce in force operations were to be
into the Northern sector of A0 NEWPORT against the
suspected base comp of 165 NVA Regt followed by the
Eastern sector against the suspected base camp of 141
NVA Regt.

¢4) On the 5 Jun 68 3 RAR roturncd to NUI DAT and FSPB
BAIMORAL was abandoned,

(5) On tho 5 Jun 68 C Sqn 1 Armd Regt departed FSPB CORAL for
NUT DAT,

(6) on the 6 Jun 68 the remainder of 1 ATF departed FSPB
CORAL and A0 SURFERS II was handed over to 1 (US) Div.

10, Execution.

Qe

b,

FSrB

Phase 1. 3 RAR oporations 21-23 Apr 68,

(1) 21 Apr 68. 3 RAR deployed into AO GILES, D Coy carried
out an air assault into area ¥S3571 and mecurad the areca by
1115H, A and B Coys and 161 Fd Bty then flew in and FSFB
THORNTON was cstablished. C Coy moved by APC, arriving at FSPB
THORNTON at 1145H, and toking 6ver the task of defence of the
FSPB., Coys then deployed ae follows:

A Coy area YS3473.
B Coy area YS3470.
D Coy area Y53372.

Bn HQ was eatabiiahed on NUI NGHE YS3972, There was no contact
with the enemy. :

(2) 22 Apr 68, Coys contimucd RIF in allotted areas. At 1230H
at YS B Cuy engaged 2 enemy without result,

(3) 23 Apr 68. 3 RAR concluded operations in A0 GILES and,

with the excoption of C Coy, deployed by air to A0s KENNEDY and
LAWSON, FSPB DYKE was established in arca ¥S2780 and D Coy was
given the task of its defence., Bn HQ moved to FSPB DYKE with

A Coy in area YS2680 and B Coy in area YS3081. C Coy remained
overnight 23/2 Apr at FSPB THORNTON. There was no onemy contacte

89 2. 3 RIR operations 24 Apr 68. C Coy moved by air to
. At 1700H at ¥526583, the Aslt Pnr Pl engaged 1 W with

unknown results.

Phase 3. ‘perations in A0 MURRAY BRIDGE 25-28 Apr 68,

(1; 25 Apr 68, HQ 1 ATF (Main) moved to BEARCAT YT1600. 2 RAR
(-) deployed alr to A0 NEPEAN with V Coy securing an 12 at
YT275007 and W Coy securing the aroa for FSPB HUNT in YT2602,

B and C Coys and 108 Fd Bty flew into FSPB HUNT and the coys
deployed to arcas YT2701 and YTR702 respectively. A Coy remained
at HORSESHOE HILL YS4962. 3 RAR concludoed operations in A0s
KENNEDY and LAWSON and deployed by air to A0 HUNTER, C Coy
secured the area for FSPB EVANS YT2206 for the fily-in of Bn HQ,
B Coy and 161 M Bty., A Coy carriod out an air assault into
YT208062 and D Coy into YT223094., Thore was no contact during
the day, - .
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(2) 26 ipr 68, Both 2 RiR and 3 RAR carricd out reconnaissance
in force operations (RIF) within their respective AOs without
contact.

(3) 27 A\Er 68.

{a) 2 RAR continucd operations with minor contact. At
0630l at their night location YT286023, B Coy engagod

2 enomy with small arms with the rcsult 2 enemy KIA (BC)
and 2 small arms wecpons captured, At thc same location
at 0824 6 enemy were engaged with tho result 2 encmy
KIA (BC) and 1 small arms weapon captured. At 1415H at
YT279040 9 P1 found an enemy camp conaisting of 10-15
bunkers. 1 enemy was sighted in the aroa and fired on,
but although wounded he escapeds 1 small arms weapon
wis captured,

(b) 3 RAR continued patrolling without contact.,

(4) 28 .pr €68, Both 2 RAR nnd 3 RiR continued RIF., 2 RAR had
one contact at 0720H at YT289009 when V Coy contact - enamy
moving along a track. 1 encry was killed and 2 small arms
captured., :

Phase 4. Operations in A0 MURRAY BRIDGE 29 Apr -~ 2 May 68,

(1) 29 4pr 68. 2 RAR ecamenced to move SOUTH into A0 SWAN,

1 Tp A Sgn 3 Cav Regt came under operational control of 2 RiR
and moved from NUI DAT to BEARCIT, 2 P1 W Coy moved by air
to BE'RCAT and then deployed with 1 Tp .\ Sgn 3 Cav Regt and
ccrmencod operations in the area of the rubber estate, YTR400,
Neither 2 RIR nor 3 RAR made contact with the cnemy. At
YT326036 4 PL 2 RAR found 3X82rm Chicom mortar bombs and at
¥7282043 7 Pl found 12x82rm Chicou mortar bombs, 1500 1bs of
rice and a quantity of small arms ammunition. Both the rice
and the ammunition werc destroyed.

(2) 30 ipr 68,

{2) 2 QR continued its deployment into MO SWAN, W Coy
moved to area YT2400 to join 2 P1 and 1 Tp A Sqn. At
7286036 9 Pl found a partly destroyed camp containing

a RPG2 ccmplete with 7 round, 1 Chicom burp gun, 40xG0mm
mortar rounds and 25 Chicom grenades, At YT298990 V Coy
found n camp which was still being built.

(b) 3 R\lL deployed to occupy both A0 HUNTER and AQ NEPEAN
with A Coy moving by air to YT232033 and D Coy moving by
air to TCPD HUNT, C Coy romained at FSPB EVANS and B Coy
in area YT2408. At 1326H at ¥YT2424068 B Coy detained an
uiarmed person wearing greent and without an identity
card. Therec was no other contact.

(3) 1 and 2 May 68. Thor was no contact on either of these
days, Locations on night 2/3 May 68 wero as follows:

2 R'R 3 AR
Bn HQ FSPB HUNT Bn HQ FSPB EVANS
B Coy Y53394 A Coy YT2303
C Coy ¥S3092 B Cay YT2207
V Coy Y¥53093 C Coy FSPB EVANS
W Coy YT2793 D Coy ISPB HUNT
A Coy HORSESHOE HILL 161 FTd Bty FSPB EVANS

108 Fd Bty FSPB HUNT
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Phase 5. Operations in AO BELI2E 3-4 May 68.

(1) 3 May 68.

(a) 1 RAR deployed by eir to A0 BELIZE, A Coy securocd
the L2 at Y53591 for the remainder of the battalion and
102 M Bty. FSPB WATTLE was cstablished at this point
with Bn HQ, A Coy and 102 Fd Bty. Coys moved to the
following areas: B Coy Y53391; C Coy Y83490; D Coy ¥S3488.
At 2045H 1 enemy engngod on the perimetor of FSPB WATTLE
with no result,

{b) 2 RAR cormenced operntions in AQ BELIZE without
contact, At YS285919 W Coy found a battalion sised camp
with about 250 bunkers that had not boen used for about

one month, Bn HQ moved by air and joined V Coy at ¥S5301933,
and 108 Fd Bty moved by air to FSPB WATTLE,

(c) 3 RAR wae oxtracted by air to MUI DAT,

(2) 4 May 68. Both 1 RAR and 2 RAR continued RIF, D Coy 1 RAR
contacted small groups of cnemy twice without rosult,

Phoge 6. Operations in A0 COLUMBUS III 5-11 May 68,

(1) 5 May 68. Both 1 RAR and 2 RAR deployed by air to AO
COLUMBUS III with 1 RAR occup FSPB HARRISON (YT1617) and
AD AYRE and 2 RAR FSPB ANDERSEN (YT2012) and A0 SIMPSON. 1 Tp
A Sqn 3 Cav Regt passed to operational control of 1 RAR and two
Pls of A Coy provided thc escort for the move by road to FSPB
HARRISON, staging overnight at BLACKHORSE, 2 Tp A Sgn 3 Cav
Regt provided escort for A Bty 2/35 Arty (US) from NUI DAT to
FSPB ANDERSEN and then came under operational sontrol of 2 RAR.

(2) 68,  Both battalions continued deployment, At 1600H
at YT2 Pl 2 RAR sighted 6 enemy moving along a track and
engaged them. The enemy proved to bo the scout group for a
party of approx 20 who returned fire before breaking contaet
and withdraving at 1715H. This contact resulted in 2 dnemy KIA
(BC), 1 enemy WIA, and 1 AK47, 1 RPG2 with 6 rounds, and
quantities of grenades, medical supplies and documents captured,
Locations for night 6/7 May were:

1 RAR 2 BAR

Bn HQ YT52171 Bn HQ FSPB ANDERSEN

A Coy YT120 B Coy IT1814

B Coy YTi1318 C Coy YT2214

C Coy YT1419 . V Coy PSPB ANDERSEN

D Coy FSPB HARRISON W Coy YT1612 .

102 Fd Bty FSPB HARRISON 108 Fd Bty FSPB .ANDERSEN
A Bty 2/35 Arty (US) FSPB
ANDERSEN 1 .

(3) 7 + During this period 1 RAR and 2 RAR continued

patrolling and ambushing within their A0s. On 7 May at YT135155
B Coy 1 RAR found n 122mm rocket site that had boen last used
during the TET offensive in Jan 68, At 0615H on 8 May at

¥YT125214 2 P1 1 RAR angaged a party of 4 or 5 enemy killing 3
and capturing 5 small arms, B

(4) 10 Moy 68.

(a) 1 BAR. At 1206H at YT124216 1 P1 contactod and ¥illed
1 enemy capturing a Chicom pistol,

”»
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(b) 2 RAR extracted by air to NUI DAT,. beinz relieved
by 3 RAR,

(¢) 3 RAR deployed by air to A0 SIMP30N and occupied areas
as follows: Bn HQ and D Coy FSPB ANDERSEN; A Coy YTR214;
B Coy and C Coy YTM714.

(5) 11 May 68, Patrolling continued without contact.
Phase 7. Operations in AO SURFERS 12-23 Moy,

(1) 12 May 68. Opcrations in AO COLUMBUS ITI concluded and

1 RAR and 3 RAR with their supporting Fd Blys, and advance
parties from TF HQ and supporting wits, deployed by air to AC
SURFERS,

(a) FSPB CORAL was established at XT9329 with 1 RAR group
and TF HQ and TAMA olements., At 1815H at XT939309 11 Il

1 RAR sighted and engaged an encmy 10 man party, killing
one and capturing 1 AK47. 1 member of 11 Pl was wounded
and later evacuated. At 19354 4 P1 1 RAR fired on 10 cnonmy
seen at XT964280 with unknown rasults,

(b) 3 RiR conducted the assault landing into the aron of
FSPB CORAL to secure the area for the fly-in of the remain-
der of the battalion, 1 RAR, and the Fleld Batteries,

3 RAR thon deployed WEST into A0 MANLY. On two oceasions
during the afternoon cnemy in small groups were secn and
ongaged without result,

(2) Night 12/1 68. Soveral times during the night onemy
were seen or heard in the vicinity of FSPB CORAL, At 01454
the encmy commenced {iring RPG and mortars into the FSPB, This
was followed by a ground attack by an estimatod battalion,
directed mainly at 102 Fq Bty and 1 RAR mortar position, both of
which were held by the enemy for a short period; SPOOKY and
LFT8 were called to assist in the defonce. The attack was
repulsed, and the oncmy broke contact snd withdrew at O800H,
Sweeps of the aroa revealed the following enomy casunltios. 52
NVA KIA (BC) and 1 NVA PW, 23 small arms and 7 crew served
weapons captured, Our own casualties wore 9 KL\, 28 VIA, 1
105mm HOW and 2x81mm mortars damaged.

(3) 13 May 68, The occupation and development of FSPB CORAL
continued with the arrival of HQ 1 ATF (Main) and two road
convoys with TPM\ pers and stocks. 3 RAR cstablished FSPB COOGEE
at XT8929 and 161 Fd Bty movod to there from FSPB CORAL. At
0934H at XT941309 D Coy 1 RAR contacted 5 cnemy, killing 3 and
capturing 3 AK47s. At 1600H at XT898308 D Coy 3 RAR engagou 5
enemy, with the result 1 NVA KIA (BC) and 1 M16 rifle and a
?\mntity of mortar ammunition, rice and docwments captured, it
925H B Coy 3 RAR cngaged 3 enemy at XT901261 with no rosult,
and at 2233H at XT897275 A Coy 3 RAR firod on 5 cnemy, killing
one and possibly wounding anothor.

(4) 14 May 68.

(a) 1 RiR carried out patrols in the vicinity of FSPB
CORAL and engagod small groups of the enemy on six
occasions, At 1200H at XT924307 12 Pl wero ambushed by
approx 3 eaemy with the result 1 AUST KI\ and 3 AUST VIA,
The enemy opened the contact by firing RPG and then with~
drew. Thelr position wae engnged by emall arms fire, and
their withdrawal route with artillery, with unlmown rosult.

18
CONFIDERTIAL




xS

.

CONFIDENTIAL

At 1253H at X1942282 5 Pl engaged 10 enemy with small arms
fire and possibly wounded two. At approx 1630H at XT945293
2 Pl fired on a group of approx 13 enemy. The enemy
immediately broke into two groups and withdrew, At 1700H
at XT942300 7 P1 contacted 9 enemy presumed to be from the
earlier 2 Pl contact, and killed 7 and captured 2. They
also captured 9 weapons, including 1 M1é. 7 Pl suffered
1 KIA and 1 WIA as a result of this contact., At 1730H at
XT942282 g section of 5 PL'was ambushed by approx 6 encmy.
In the initial contact the leading scout was killed and
his M16 rifle wna captured before the enemy were forced to
withdraw, 1 other soldier was wounded and 4 NVA were
killed, At 1800H an RPG round was fired into A Coy's
position at XT940293 with the result 2 AUST WI},

(b) 3 PAR had threo contacts during the day, At O730H at
XT897273, whilat sweeping the area of the previous nightts
contact, A Coy contactod 2 enemy and killed one of them,
In the scme aren at 0900H A Coy contacted an unknown number
of enemy. The enemy withdrew with unlknown result, At
1255H at XT898260 5 Pl fired on 1 enemy without result,

(5) 15 May 68. At 0340H at XT7939292 2 P1 1 RAR observed 2
enemy outside their perimeter and engaged them without result.
At 1028H at XT901289 7 P1 3 RAR contacted 3 enemy with no rosult,
and at 1440H at XT901282 A Coy 3 RAR contacted and killed 1
enemy, 10 P1 1 RAR found a company sised camp at XT923297 which
had been recently used,

(6) ugﬁt 15/16 ugg 68, FSPB CORAL received an attack from an
estimated regiment this night. At 0230H the enemy
oamenced a heavy mortar and RFG attack directed mainly against

A Coy 1 RAR and the TF HQ area. At O240H, under cover of this
fire, the enamy attacked A and B Coys 1 RAR in battalion
strength. The attack vas held on the perimeter, At approx
0340H the enemy broke contact, Whilst the attack was in pro-
gress other contacts had occurred arcund the perimeter, anc these
continued sporadically., At 0515H tho enemy attempted to thrust
betweun A and C Coys but was prevented by mortar fire., An
attack was then mounted against A, B and C Coys' positions but
this was repulsed. An attack was also mounted against D Coy

at 0610H, again of about battalion strength supported by mortars
and RPGS., The enemy finally broke contact and withdrew at approx
0645H, SPOOKY, LT and ground attack aircraft supported the
aotion, APCe were used for ammunition resupply and for collection
of wounded and their transport to a central medical/evacuation
point, Total own casualties were 5 KL\, 19 AUST WIA, and 2 US
WIA, Sweeps conducted after last light revealed 34 NVA bodies
and indicated more had been carried awny. One PW was token, and
16 mmall arms and 11 crew served weapons captured, Two enemy
HMGe were silenced by ground attack airoraft but the weapons
vere not captured.

(N 16 68. At 0905H at XT942293 B Coy 1 RiR contacted and

killed one enemy and ocaptured an AK47. There were no other
contacts during the day.

(8) 17 May 68.

(a) At 1700H 5 P1 3 RAR uighted approx 35 enemy moving NE
along a treeline at XT89226,. They were out of range of
small arms fire but were angaged with artillery and LFT

with the result 6 NVA KIA (BC) and a further 5 XI\ (Poss),
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At 18120 at XT902280 A Coy 3 RAR contacted 6 enany,
killing one, taking two PW, and capturing three small
arms. At 17184 at XT936288 5 P1 1 RAR engaged and killed
one enemy. At 2140H at X900279 A Coy 3 RAR fired on 4
enemy and a sweep at first light on 18 Moy 68 revealed

1 NVA KIA (BC), 1 RAR patrols during the day located
mortar positions usod durdng the attacks on night 15/16
May and cdptured quantitios of ammunition,

i (b) Locaticas of the battalions on the night 17/18 May

weare a8 follows: :

ISR Y R Y

1RIR ’ 3 RLR
In close perimeter defence Bn HQ FSPB COOGEE
of F8PB CORAL A Coy XP9028
. B Coy XT8925
C Coy FSPB COOGEE
D Coy T8930

(9) 18-21 68. During this period RIF operations carried
ot ¢ out the A0 resulted in a series of minor contacts:

(a) At 180630H at XT898258 4 P1 3 RAR contacted and
killed one onemy. -

(b) At 190745H at XT899278 1 P1 3 RAR engaged 4 enemy
with unknown rosult.

(c) At 201250H an (H-13 (SIOUX) aircraft of 161 (Indep)
Recce F1t receivod ground fire fram an HMS at XT953322.
A ocamp in the area was subjected to airstrike and artillery,

(d) At 210825H at XT888308 an APC of 2 Tp A Sqn 3 Cav
Regt detonated a mine, wounding one soldior and severely
damaging the APC.

(10) 22 May 68. Between 0205H ard 0240H FSPB CORAL recelved
mortar and RPG fire. There vere no casualties and no damage to
O'q:-:gant. C Sn 1 Arnd Regt departed NUI DAT for FSPB COR\L,
8 g overnight at LOWG BINH., On Route 2 in the vicinity of
Y84498 cne Centurion detonated a mine and - '*ainnd énor tenr™
and suspension damage. Theroe were no other contacts with the

enemy.

(11) 2 68. At 1600H a CESSNA-01 (BIRDDOG) aireraft of

161 (Indep) Recce F1t crashed after rcceiving. ground fire in
the area of XT944194 and kllled the pilot. At 0940H at XT929304
D Coy 1 RAR fired upon 1 enemy without result. C Sgn 1 Amd
Regt campleted its move to FSPB CORAL,

(1 68.- 3 RAR nhandoned FSPB COOGER and moved by foot
and o AO NEWFCIL and establieshed FSPB BAIMORAL at XT9333.
161 Fd Bty moved by air to FSFB CORAL. At 0550H at X7920327

D Coy 3 RAR contacted and killed 1 enemy soldior. At O610H at
the some location 4 VC fired upon D Coy wounding 1 Australinn
soldier. A sweep of the area reveanled 10 bunkers that had been
oocupied the previocua night., The leading elements of D Coy
were again fired upon by a small group of enemy at 0927H and
one soldier wounded. Neither of the two D Coy soldiers ware
evacuated. At FSPB COOGEE at 0744H 1 enemy soldier bearing a
CHIEU HOI pass surrendered.
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(2) 25 May 68, B Coy 1 RAR escortod 2 Tp C Sqn from FSPB
CORIL to FSPB BAIMORAL, A%.1058H at X7932312 tho loading
platoon, 6 Pl, of B Coy sighted 2 enomy and ongaged thom with
no result, At 1132H at XT931311 2 onomy wore again fired upon.
B Coy then camo under MG and RPG fire from an estimated enemy
platoon in bunkers, 2 Tp engaged the encmy positions with

.oamnister and ensbled the group to withdraw., Tho arca was

subjected to airstrike during the aftornoon, uncovering a number of
bunkers., 2 NVA were killed and 1 AK47 captured during tho
contact and one member of B Coy was ewvacuatod wounded,

(3) 26 May 68.

(a) FSPB CORAL received mortar, 75ma RR and RPG fire from
O415H to 0430H with result 1 AUST KIA and 1 AUST WIA. This
coincided with a ground attack against FSPB BALMORIL,

(b) "1 RAR. D Coy, accompanied by 1 Tp C Sqn, carried out
RIF to the area of B Coy's contact on 25 May., At 1227H at
XT931310 10 Pl contacted an unknown nimber of enemy. Fire
support was given by 1 Tp C Sqn and the enomy broke contsct
at 1315H. 3 NVA were killed during this contact, At 1420H
at XT930313 10 Pl camo wder MG and S\ fire, and RFGS & °
directed at the tanks. The oncmy were discovercd to bo in

a well constructed bunker complex of approx company size.
Before contact was broken at approv 1520H 14 bunkers were
destroyed, Some of thesc were occupied but were not sonrched
due to lack of time. The action resulted in 3 NVA KIA (BC)
and a number of small arms captured. At 0025H at tho FSPB

a sentry of 10 P1 engaged moveient and was wounded when the
enemy returncd the fire with a grenade. At XT951291 2 P1
found 16 newly dug woapen pits. 15 :x 75mm RR spent cases

and approx 33 x 60mm mortar rose caps wore found in the area.

(c) RAR. At 02/5H F3PB TAI'iORAT, received a heavy mortar
attack from the NORTH{ and 1.E, followed by a ground attack
supported by RPG and 1X4G from the NE, The attack was
defeated and the onery broXe contact and withdrew at 0500H,
although movement was heard ouiclde tho perimeter for scame
time after that, It is estirmated that a battalion group
wae present, with the actunl utiack Laing carried out by a
compahy. A suhscgacut nvesp revesiel 6 NVA KIA (BC), 3
crev Berved weapons and quanlities of mortar and RPG
amunition. A brse pli’ . pecition was found ot XT936344 with
approx 100x82mm nss> cay3 in the vie ity. Own casualties
were 3 IA and 4 WIA, all cf vhom woere ewcuat 1. During
the day A, C and D Coy3 carricd out RIF in the area NORTH
of FSPB BALMORAL withmit co ntact.

&)y 27 68. Both 1 AR and 3 RAR ccntinued patrolling in
their respective A0s vith minor contact. At 1200H at XT965299

C Coy 1 RAR engaged 12 enemy with no result. While swoeping

the aren of this contact 5 cncmy were engaged with the rosult

3 AUST WIA, 1 NVA KIA (BC) and 1 RPC? captured, At 1010H at
XT949338 B Coy 3 RAR engaged 3 enamy killing one and possibly
wounding another. At 1325H at the same location I Coy again
contacted 3 enemy and killed aie. At approx 1350H at XT920372
an OH=13 (SIGUX) helicopter of 161 (Indep) Recce Flt received
heavy fire from automntic weapons although few hits were
sustained, The arca vas subject to airstrike which uncovered
several bunkers and then engaged with 155mn and 175mm artillory.
Alr observation showcd the area to be the site of an enemy HQ .
with a number of lar;e bulldings and tu:'--3, many of which were
destroyed or severel: damaged.
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(5) 28 Mgy 68.

(a) FSPB CORAL received a mortar and rocket attack
between 0245H and 0300H with the result 3 US WIA,

(b) 1 RAR continued RIF operations. At 1530H at XT969312

'3 P1 A Coy wns engaged with eutomatic weapons, The enemy

Yithdrw wvith unknown casualties when fire was returned by
Tp C Sqn.

(¢) At 0230H FSPB BALMORAL received a mortar and RPG attack
followed by a ground attack from the SOUTH, This attack
ceased at approx 0310H and was followed by movement and
attempts to cut the wire with Bangalore Torpedoes on the

NE, At 0340H a smnll probe was made fram the EAST, 1All
movement had ceased by 0500H, SPOOKY and LFTs engaged the
eneay during the action, and A Bty 2/35 Arty (US)

provided, from FSPB CORAL, continuous illumination from
0500H until first light in an attempt to prevent the onemy
recovering his dead and wounded. It is estimated two
battalions participated in the attack. Own casualties were
1 FIA and 8 WIA, Enemy casunlties were 43 NVA KIA (IC),

12 KIA (Poss) and 6 PW, 20 small arms, 12 crew served
weapona and quantities of ammunition, and personal equipment
were ocaptured.

(6) 29 May 68. Patrolling continued without contact.

(7) &mym C Coy 1 RAR carried out RIF to the EAST of
FSFB CORAT, at 0830H at XT963301 they contacted an estimated

enemy ocapany. The leading elements of the company originally
sighted and engaged 3 enamy and then came under heavy fire from
a bunker complex. The area of the remainder of the company was
also mortared. 7 Pl then became pinned down by small arms and
RPG fire vhilst attempting to move to a flank., At 1000H C Coy
was reinforced by 1 Tp C Sqn and 1 Tp A Sgn, and an assault was
made on the enemy's position enabling 7 Pl to withdraw. At
1155H C Coy broke contact and withdrow to allow the area to be
engaged by airstrike. C Coy suffered 1 KIA and 7 WIA and had

1 M50 coptured., Enemy casualties were 24 NVA KIA (BC) and 8 KIA
(Poss). At XT967297 a group of enemy were observed moving in an
open clearing and they were engaged with artillery with the
result 13 enemy KIA (poss). Therse was no other contact with the
enemy during the dey.

(8) 21”1_1:-6,11:1163.

(a) There was only minor contact with the enemy during
this periods On 5 Jun FSPB BAIMORAL was abandoned and

3 RAR and 104 Fd Bty roturned to NUI DAT by air. On 6 Jun
FSFB CORAL was also abandoned and units and equipment moved
to NUI DAT by road and air. )

(b) Contacts during this period were:

1, At 3114108 at XT974271 3 P1 1 RAR engaged and
killed 1 enemy.

i1, At 310210H a number of RR and RIG rounds fell
outside the perimeter of FSFB CORAL, Whea checking
this area at O900H 2 P1 3 RAR were engaged by 3 enemy
with automatic weapons. Fire wns returned and the
enemy withdrew without casualties,
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111, At 310911H at XT942342 B Coy 3 RAR were engnged
by 4 enemy with RPG and automatic weapons with tho
result 4 AUST WIA,

iv. At 311758H at XT942354 11 P1 3 RAR engaged 5
enemy killing one. .

v. At 011825H whilst conducting a clearing patrol,
3 P1 3 RAR weore engoged with small arms, The area
of tho fire was angaged with artillery and mortars
without result,

vi, At 021200H ot XT945345 B Coy 3 RAR engaged one
enemy without result,

vii, At XT944350 on 2 Jun D Coy 3 RAR detained one
wounded PW.

1. Administration.

Qo

b,

General,

(1) oOperation TOAN THANG (Phase 1) saw the deployment of the

TIMA for the second time to support the combat elements of

the Task Force. The lessons learnt from Operation COBURG were

:gpliod to ennble a generally smooth functioning logistic system
operate.

(2) Ae in COBURG, 1 ALSG deployed an element to LONG BINH and

- the TPMA split to provide a detachment forward,

(3) The Task Force logistic ulements deployed ns follows:
(a) Period 25°Apr = 13 May - BEARCAT (YT1600),
(b) Period 13 May - 6 Jun - FSPB CORAL (XT9329).

{4) As in Operation COBURG there wns no change to the system
of maintenance employed during the complete operation. Only the
delivery means changed to meet the tactical requirement,

Ihe System Used.

(1) Prom our COBURG experience the Fwd TPMA deplayed with a
basic 1load of stocks as an immediante cmergency reserve. Units
carried three days requirements on deployment.

(2) During the first three days stocks were built up to allow
greater flexibility as well as the first issues to units.

(3) whilst based at BEARCAT planning provided for daily
resupply to the Awd TFMA from Rwd ALSG using rond transport.
Gun ammunition and large quantities of defence stores were, of
courss, delivered direct to Fire Support Bases.

(4) After doplayment to FSPB CORAL the delivery means switched
to air resupply because of the tactical and technical problems
associated with keeping open a road L of ¢ through proviously
enemy dominated territory.

(5) Fwd TFMA roceived in bulk and issued in detail to units

their dnily maintenance requirements, In addition it held the
Task Force rederve of materiel, ° .
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(6) Movement of stores from unit echelons to users was
generally achieved using RAAF helicoptors olthough, at timos,
mortar ammunition was delivered direct from Fwil ALSG whenever
on economical CH,7 sortie wns roquested,

Materiel and Services.
(1) Bations.

(a) During this operation both combat and fresh raticns
were issued by the Fvd TFMl. Generally the logistic
plan was for units in the field to recelve one fresh meal
a day whilst, as far as possible, those unite in the base
area recoived three fresh meals a day.

(b) The above plan worked well until the Task Force
deployed from BEARCAT to FSPB CORAL when, for operational
reasons, it wns considered impracticable for the FSPB
troops to consume three meals a day. The pattern of
feeding was quickly changed to two combat and cne fresh
meal a day.

(6¢) The combat ration issuec was zenerally based on 50%
Australian to 50% American C rations. This policy
provided a degree of variety and was in line with stocking
policy for tho theatre., Towards the end of the operation
there wns a surplus holding of Australian combat rations
and an increase in the 50% issue rate was made in an
,ottempt to reducc the backloading problem,

(@) A central kitchen was used to prepare fresh meals.
This was unfortunately an unsatisfactory arrangement and
as far as possible in future operations unit echelons will
operate their own kitche s,

(e) One lesson lenrnt from this operation was that, if
possible, meals should be prepared further to the rear
and hot boxed forward as roquired,

(2) « The requirements for POL varied greatly during the
operation depending on the location of the Fwd TFMA:

(a) At BEARCAT, A small amount of POL products wns
supplied from the Fwv’ TRMA but bulk MOGAS and DIESO wns
supplied direct to using units by Fwd ALSG. The main POL
products supplied by the Fwd TFMi were KERO and some oils
and grenses,

(b) At FSFB CORAL.

i. Bulk stocks werec required in the Fwd TPMA which
became responsible for all issues other than MOGAS
and DIESO to FSPB BALMORAL. This latter was supplied
in bulk direct i)y Fwd ALSG,

ii. Some problems occurred as a shortage of pumps
developed, There are insufficient reserve POL pumps
readily available in the theatre.

(0) E{ﬂl Arms,

i. In the initial stages, expenditure wns light and
no problems occurrod.
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(4)

(5)

(6)

Dry
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11, At CORAL stocks ran dangerously low on one
occasion. This occurred because the experience
gained on previous operations indicated that the
reserve stocks carricd by the TFMA would be approx-
imately 30% of 2 battalionts first line. We have
-now amended this figure to a complete first line,

{b) gGun and Mortar.

1. As far as pocsible a ucage rate was forecast
and amounts were declivered direct to gun or mortar
nne'c

11, The unexpected scale of contact meant incroased
use of the OPDEM demand principle and it is to the
eredit of 1 ALSG that all demands were rapidly mot
and that at no time wore the infaniry restricted in
the amount of fire support on which they could call,

Mgter.

(a) At BEARCAT there was no problem as requirements were
drawn from exlsting American water points and distributed
in either jerry cans or water bottles by unit echelons to
users.

(b) CORAL presentcd a difficult problem as no permanent
water point was availa* .o, Delivory by air was the anly
means, Initially jorry cans wore used but thore was
insufficient stock available to meet the Task Force needs.
New rubber fuel bladders werc successfully used to trans-
port water from LONG BINH. The rate of supply was approx-
imately 3000 gnllons per day.

(o) Tiie maximum use of rain water was made, most soldiers
collecting enough to at least have a wash, The supply of
water by alr required fivo CH47 sorties daily.

Engineer Stores.

(a) From a staff point of vicw this was the most difficult
problem in tho logistic system. The Task Force hal never
oexperienced attacks of the size delivered by the enemy and
initial forocasts of requiremonts after deploying to CORAL
were, as a result, undorestimated.

(b) It was necessary to have a stringent control system
for defence stores. Unit demands were approved by the
DAQMG within the priorities 1la’d down by the GSO2.

{c) Problems of handling defcnce atores delivered by CH47
aircraft became obvious as ground conditions deteriorated.
There is a need for at least one sisé 7 forklift and a
separate staff submission has becn made. Two sise 5 forke
1ifts were deployed on this operation,

%&.‘ A dotachment wns esteblished at FSPB CORAL,

g camo from NUI DAT and beer and soda were arranged

from American depots at LONG BINH. This amenity is recommended
for future operations.

A
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(7) vﬁﬁ. A poatal NCO was attached to the hd TP™MA for
operation and the quantity of mail handled was such
as to make this attachment necessary.

(8) grdngnoe.

(a) Operation COBURG pointed out the need for an ordnance
detachment to be deployed with the forward TPMA, On thise
firat deployment of Det 1 OFP, too much stock was carried
and the system of replenishment via 2 AOD was too po.devous.

(b) A smaller sized detachment with an improved and faster
replenisiment system is required. Such a system is being
tried on current operations ang is worldng satisfactorily.

(o) Stocks held included clothing and equipment, weapon
and vehicle spares end same items of unit equipment, There
is a requirement for spare weapons to be held this far
forward and these will ba included in Det 1 OFP scalings
when weapons are released to 1 QFP.

(9) Courier Services.

(a) The requirement for an air courier service was
established ‘during COBURG end was instituted during this
operation,

(b) whilst the TIMA was besed at BEARCAT the service was
provided by RAAF courier. This worked well primarily
because it was guarantecd and ran to a set schedule.

(c) At CORAL an airstrip did not exist and reliance had
to be placed on a daily CH47 sortie. No set sghedule
could operate and backloading in particular was rather
+ This could not boc avoided as the Task Foroce
cannot, guarantee tho aveilability of a suitable rotary
wing aircraft with the roquired passenger/freight capability.

(d) There is 8till a case for-a better air movements
control system. '

Delivery Means,

(1) Whilst deployed in AOs SURFERS and SURFERS II the Task
Force was ocompletely relisnt on air resupply from Fwd ALSG
at LONG BINH, One road convoy did run during the period,

(2) The greatest mumber of CH47 sorties in any day was 32 with
a daily average of approximately 20 sorties. This represents
maintenance tonnages of a high of approximgtely 130 tons daily
with an average of about 80 tons, The greatest mmber of
sorties were taken up with ammunition of all natures,

Summary,

(1) The present maintenance system is sound but relies on
accurate forecasting by both units and the staff.

(2) The warious handling agencles are competent and extremely
flnnblo when changing ait.uationa demand different methods,

(3) Thia operation has confi{rmed the atock holding figures of
the Fvd TIMA,
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(4) TFMA capacity is reduced when it must itself develop its
own defences, By day additional labour was provided by I
ALSG to compensate for this loss of capacity.

Commanderts Analysis,

a. Operation TOAN THANG (Phase 1) proved to be relatively quiet
during the phases prior to 1 ATF deployment into AOs SURFERS and
SURFERS II. However it proved the Task Force could be quickly
deployed at short notice from one operstional area tc another. This
was particularly notable in the movement of FSPBs. In all, the
%‘;:l: Pofc):e occupied eleven FSPBs, during Operation TOAN THANG

a8e .

b, Operations in AOs SURFERS end SURFERS II introduced the Task
Force into opers.ic2s  where for the first time the enemy was met
in regimental strength and where he launched determined ground
attacks against our FSPBs. These attacks were preceded by heavy
and accurate mortar, RCL and RIG fire.

¢, Sane of the more significant points to be noted as a result
of Operation TOAN THANG (Phsse 1) arc:

(1) While the enemy possessed the eapability of launching up

to regimental size attacks it was necessary to plan operations
so that battalions were concentroted in a defensive position at
night to ensure the sccurity of the force., At the time of the
extraction of 1 ATF to NUI DAT Base the situation had been
reached, due to the withdrawal of the major portion of the enauy,
where company size forces could have bcen secure at night,

(2) The effectivoness of tho tanks and APCs in RIF operations
with infantry. On meny occasion: vhen contact was made,
against enemy in well prepared positicna, the armour played a
decisive role. ]

(3) The need for a local defcnce canmander of field rank with
a small headquarters to layout, zcordinate and command the local
defence of a large FSEB csuch as FSPB COPAL, It is recammendod
that the 0C of the Cavalry Squadron be employed in this role,

as he was at FSPB CORAT, This proved successful because of his
experience, good comunications provided by the ACV and APCs

and the ability of his unit, due to their mobility and fire
power, to quickly concuet counter penetration and counter attaclt
rolss,

d. Overall Operation TOAN THANG proved a most euccessful operation
in that the Task Forco:

(1) Interrupted one of the main cnemy infiltration routes into
SAIGON and inflicted heavy enemy casualties.

(2) Identified seven infiltration groups, four of which we
were the first to identify, These four had been in SWN for
periods ranging fram two to fifteen days.

Annex: A. Encmy Lossos. Q# Brig
Enclosures: 1, Map showlng Phases 1 - 4,

2, Map showing Phase 5.
3. Map showing Phase 6.
4e Map showing Phases 7 - 8.
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