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CONFIDENTIAL-A

DEPARTMENT OF THE APUTY =

COLIPA Ty C

-$ 5TH SETCIAL FORCES GROUP (AI1B(XINY;), IST 35O'CI" FOrCeS
APO San Francisco 96337

A'1GD-SFC 2? February 1968

STfa3fCT: AfCTR ACTI(H 2L,?1OT BAT 'i.' (F LIG ,2l

1. GE A 'L SITUAT''OU:

a. The LanR Vei Camp Strike Force Camp had t' pri2ary mission of border

surveillance and area pacification. The border sur-veillance is on that portion of
the border that is adjacent to the border within the Taor. The area pacification is

a combinatica. of thLe Detachmient :iilitary Civic Action/Psychological Operations in
conjunction ,'ith District and Province level Irogras. Tn conjanction with
surveillance and pacification, the camp had the requirement for a ccmrplete recon-
naissance of its Taer every month.

b. Camp Lang Vei was located in the extreme northwestern corner of South

Vietnam. The Camp (COORDS XD 786357) was situaten southwest of ]he Sanh Combat Base

and aporoximatoly two k~lometers east of the Laotian border. Camp Lang Veils Taor
was strategically located and contained several broad valleys which are likely
choices of infiltration routes from Laos in the west and northwest and from the M12
in the north toward Khe Sanh Combat Base.

c. Durihg tha night of 6 and 7 February the weather was clear -ith

scattered to broken clouds, bases 3000 feet to 5000 foet. However, Is the night
wore on the weather gre; progressively worse. By 0230 the stratus ceiling was
below 100O feet accompanied by some pround fog .hich greatly hindered visibility.

2. FRITDLY SI:TTOU,O PRIOR TO T'S .TT. CK:

a. 2!0800 January: Camp Lane Voi roceiv-d word from Khe Sanh Combat Base
that the 33rd Laotian elophant battalion had been overrun by VITA units in conjunc-
tion with tanks. It was alo stated that survivors from the 33rd Laotian elemeert
and refugees wers enroute to the camps location. The Laotian soldicrs and refugees

closed into the Lang Vei area during the evening of 24 January . On 25 January, the

33rd Laotian Elephant Battalion was allow1ed to take no positions in the old cmp I
Lang Vei (CO0RDS UD 79h361). The Laotian refugees were taken to Lang Vei village
to where temporary housing was provided.

b. 251853 Jrmuary: Caxp Lang Vei received an un~moi.m number of artillery"

rounds from thicst (Vicinity Coords XD 744317) resulting in one friendly UrN,
c. 311130 January: A three platoon Ilobile 3trike Force Reconnaissanco

Opration made a chance contact with an est:mated three company IPVA force (Vicinity
D 815375) resulting in one friendly KIA and four I'Ll while the enemy suffered 5h

U1, 65 WIA and an estimated 80 to 100 killed by air.
Special Handling Required
NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS

PORZC R9 --- By Authority of CO, 5th SFGA
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d. From 20 January throuvh 5 February, spredic enemy mortar and artillery
fire wore received in and around Camp Lang Voj. This apneared to be zeroing and
harrassmOnt fire.

a. From the 31st of Janu!w until the cenp was overrun, small roconnaisancn
patrols mnd ambush patrols tore initiated iporoximeitoly one to three kilometers in
all directions of the cjmp. The ruconnaissance portols hod the mission of confirming
loecitions of reported iAVAr troo positions. Only thro of the above operations made
contact that resulted in friendly or enemy KL. Those results are as follows: Four
friondlies KuA and seven 1flA while enemy losses were three IaA one CU".

3. SdQU?±iU ( EVEITS DURING TIE ATTACK -]D EV.CU..TI-V:

a. 061025 February: Camp Lang Vei - ccived an un!knon number of enemy
mortar rounds rsulting in eight Camp Strike Force personnel beine WIA, Counter
* nortar fires won Tlce.d on suspected encmy positions wiTh un!mo-n results.

b. 061810: An estimated LO to 60 rounds of 152mm or 155mm artillery were
Sreceived wit-iin the camp perimeter resulting in two Camzp Strike Force personnel 1V,
and two bunkers damaged. Colnter artillery fires were requested and received from
Mie Sanh Combat Base iith unknown results.

c. 070030: Cmi, Lang V-ei reported it iav under attack by an unknown
number of tanks end infantry. It was stated that t, Trs waro in the outer- prniMtor
wire and that artillery and T'C 1%ir had boon requested.

d. 070100: Camp Lang Voi reported one "Spoeky" on station in the vicnitV
of the caTn. The ISF channuls at Detachment C-l lost cornunications with Lang Vei.
TAC Air was confirmcd on the way by III MF Hqs in Danang. "I" Corns Hqs reported
that an additional Spookcy was enroute to Lang Vei.

c. 070200: Camp Lang Vci reported that threo or four tanks bad been
destroyed. A total of seven tanks had been seen by this time and were reported
using searchlights to sweep the camp for possible, targets.

f. 0702140: Camp Lang Vei renorted that chore was one tank sitting on top
of the tactical ooer-tions center. This tank had been destroyed. The camp also
reported that the comiunications personnel 7i.re burning the como material at this
tine.

g. 070320: Comiunications between Camp Lang Vej and "C" Company were lost.
Ill the following messages were relayed frn Rho Sanh Combat Base.

h. 070450: Tanks were reportrdly dcoarting Cnap Lang "ei and takcng up
positions to t'e east of the camp. (d0LL: At 0705b0 "C" Comrany 5th S;' t asked III
I-tF to implement the Camap Lang Vei contingency plan. "C" Comnany wras informed that
C.G. III .itF would net put the contingency nlan into effect. One Battalion of

rarines had boon requoted. At 070545 one obile Strike Force Company from Danang
was enroute to Quang Tri 'hcre it was to standby for a heliborno assault into Camp
Lang Vei.)

i. 070630: A report from the UiC at lihc Sanh Combat Base indicated

everything above ground at Camp Lang Vei harid boon destroyed.

CONFIDENTIAL
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J. 070630: The UMiC at Khe Sanh Combat Base reparteei that the senior US
Arry Special Forces Advisor, SFC Ashley with the e31'd Laotian attalion had radio
contact wtih the survivors Located in the TOC at Cam-ep Lang Vei.

k. 0707W0: Report receiv-, from Kho Sanh Ccrit Base that 15 nersonnel
tore alive in the TOC at Came Lang Vei.

1. 070830: SFC Asihley denarted the old camn area (XI) 79361) enroute to
new Camp Lang Vei wi th one company of Laotians. SFC Ashley reported that air strikes i
wire still being run a,ainst the enemy in and around the camp.

m. 070942: SF0 Ashley was directing air strikes agatmt enemy held nest- I

tions in Camp Lang Voi,

n. 071030: The L:otian element, led by USASF Advise rs renertedly had made
five asaults on enemy positions attempting to reach C0 mp Lang 17ei. ts TtC and the 15

nvvors, Each attent had been turned back by h;ea')r small a-rms oad automatic
-eapons fire. , the last attempt the senior USASF *%,vser, SFC Ashley, iiascritically woundedl. -1t this tjj~ie the Laotian elei- ,--t withdreiT backc to the old camp

areas

o. 071300: Kle Sanh Combat Base reported TB C AIR and artillery still being
used in supeort of the nersonnel remaining in Car, p Lanc Veils TOC. The USASP A dvisers
with the Laotian element still had contact with the s:nrvivors in Lang Veils 'CC.

p. 071500: A 50man C & C lemnent was being briefed at FOB-3 Khef !.Lnh
Combat Base ji preparation for resce of the i$ personnel remaining in Camp Lang Voi'j
T IC.

q. 071515: Khe Sanh Combat Base reported VC/INJA all along highway 419
between Camp Lang Vei and ihoc Sanh Combat base in ambush nositions.

r. 071530: The senior USASF Adviser ne.T located at old Lang 'lei C0 ots, had
coordinated with the TAG Ai to drop their ordnanc i.n the vicinity of the TOC in
hopes of killing the enemy forces located above tb TOC, After the aircraft dropped
their ordnance, they were to make drnnmy passes across th, damp in an attempt at
keeping enemy heads do-m while the TOG survivors at;0enpted to depart the camp. They
were picked up at the camp main rate by Detachqment C-L VTSF S-3 in a vehicle without
incident and re:united with othor survivors at the old campsi.te.

s. 071630: Khe Sanh Combrt Base reportcd choppers carrying C & C rescue

elamnnt had departed for vicinity old Camp Lan, Vei.

t. 071700: The C & : C rescue element had linkd up -H th Camp Lang Vei
survivors at old campsite. Survivors were estacted to ;he Sanh by C0-);6 and flown
to She Sanh Cobat Base.

u. 071030: Kte Sanh Uombat Base reported survivors from Camp Lang 'T ei
enroute back to Da Nang by fixed -ring aircraft. G & C rescue element reported

* .inking up with additional Camp Strike Force personnel amploy-ing escane and evasion
techniques cast of the new camp. Nlumber of survivors onroute back tn Da Nang totaled
92.
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v. The suivivors from Camp Lang Voj, maintaining their previous tactical

introgity and the same Detachmnt clesignati-nn of A-1o1, have formed a now ! obila
\.keForoe coanno~ny presently training at the 11obile- Strike ioree Headquarters,

!)a Nangf RVN.

I.FACTS AND caoCLU=IsT2 :

a. Theo enemy attacked and oveir ran Camp La, ml~c i-th aforce consisting

of 12 tanks son:i. of -'%ich were idontifiod as (PT-76 Soviet 1Amulbiius Typo) and
ap-oroximatoly 4a0 infantry troops of which one company is Lo3liovoC' to have been
sapp ors,

b. The ene my attack, was supported by an estinated four lS2mm artillery
tos and f our 82m mor tars.

o, Enemty lose3es are estimated to hayv be 1)a sevnn tanks (confirmed) and two
tanks (n)robablo) 'and 250 infanitryi troops XiA.

d. Reg.ular INA units in mass hav,; suparior f ire newer to main f orce VIC units
a-nd are therefore bettor suited to attacking Lortifioed positions.

Q. Dspito Camp La np V 0 i's inadequato witi tank defenses and Th oh &
nsycholo-gical conditioning for an armor..:d at'aekr, the) OSE puitup a spirited .iefense and-
d~id not break and runi. .;,I! over on.- half of t'u'- CS-- di,-d de.fe-nd tnr thIm l positions,
actuially trying to figjht tanks with ),!s, crbr"hce nnd rifles..

f. Camp Lang T ei' s anti tank weapons consisted of two 106RR and 100 LVfs.

g,. hore- empha sis should h:; placed on anti tank def inses by all Camp Strike
Force, Camps to include) anti tankc training for all personnel and the construiction of
tank obstacles.

h. Camp 3trike Force Ctmos w-hich have TAOR'a contigue'i 3 otbe -r countries
must have a VIM that exte nds out in aiJdiree--tions fran tho campi sufficiently far
to insure the caoability of fixing the enemy and providing e;arly warnlng through
continuolis reconnaissanecc The limited east-west operxational are3a imposed by the
RVN.Laotian border severe-Ply restricted this capability at Long Voi4 Tnctical surprise
was achieved by the) introduction of a nei-r neapoas syaotus from an unexn-ecd diroction.

i. The obl 5trike Force comn)arn. Ihich bnd be n inovtud to %mrng Tni to
reinforce the camip could not he displaced further due to lack of helicopters.

j, The camp defenses at Camp Lang Vei stopped the attack. It could not
move beyond the camp t11oward Khe Sanh. Tlie oni c'uld have been restored by one
Mobile Strike Force comnsv at the time of evacuation. It could have be en restored
earlier by the Laotian Battalion had they been only slightly aggressive. TheI
restoration would have been of doubtfuil value due to the utter des9truction. of the c.aup.

k. CQFRA4 was fired on Camp Lang, Vei three times duiring the, mrig of
1Februa3ry with umimo-n results.

C ONFIDENTIAL
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5, I RCON UPI, RECAPTULAN:

ASSIGNED ERETURhF D T)
ATTACHED & PFD .AA/'.lA AACJfl[E CrPVNL

USASF 24L 13 10 1W
VNSF 14 5 9
CSF 282 29 165 117

161 32 34 127

-LT 6- 77 219 26I

2 Incl
1. Intelligence S x, ary
2, Personal Statements
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ITTELLIGMICE SIWL]ARY OF' REPORTS A0W L J"CIJLV-;TS PRIORJ TO THE ATTACK
* / ON LYTIC VET A-101

1. During t~e past six moniths theQ anoIn. stitition in the Xhe. Salnh-Langz V\lei
*area was characterized by inactivit-v of major enw y units -ith veryv few~ contacts.

During the, month of December enemy reconnaissaluca and co'inter-r' connaisrnce
activity increased noticeably, and unually rolialle solirees: indicated large enemy
units uere b) in,- concenitrated in the are!a. *..t this time it was considered probable
that major preeno- actjan a 'sainst CItG and UGS;12 ins tallatons in the 'rho S3anli-Lang
Voi area would be- conductedc as nart of the Fr-Yie nterorpineg Caninaig-n.

2. Intellie.nce- rene-Ans frenj- Lan- 'Vei inC-ie&..;d adefinite increasL5e in ceemy
activity during, tie month of Janiere'in. ther'r ronorts of eneomy units erecting
the So 1"one L iver frzom* Laos into T iet Nan, and a cantiire:d docume(nt mn- tioned
division P, egiment, nd bat <.lion size d units. --y the( iddle of then month, one.
age .nt had reported that an unidentified regi71me-nt hadI moved- into the A-l1C
During this tinem there weore several usually relia ble, reso(-rts of enemy activity
within the T2LOR.

3. A)long, irt bh the ageunt reonorts, there, Tnai an increase in the ene my'Is pr obin g
of c~amp defense2s, Camp onc~rarnions began to intol- contact with small enemy-Ix %-'ts.
On 24 Januar7y, ITT APCCC rene)rtedl that a 1-13A7 T7--C huh- sigh-ted fire ta-r-s i n the
vicinity of XD 653374. ' n airstrike was call ed, andi( the FA reported ore toni.
destroyed End the others moving wetinto treesg zlong TY: 9.p On 30 Januar, a
security patrol frani~ the discove re-d a road capable o- uchoti rreay vehicle
traffic,, runningr' northeast along a stream bed XD 7535 to XD 732332.

On % 30 Tmianr, , uong Dinh Du of the 8t0 Bn, 66th Regt, 304t), 1-v1., al 'tad
at Cam-) TLang, Vei. 3 ubject stated that his battalion 1-as at hilf streng~th duo to
the attack agains7t Khe Sanh District on 21 January,, and from subsequent airstrike7s

andi artille r7 lessions. Subject also statedc that the - battalion XC0 and 6ne snuad ofI
sappors reconnoitereDd the Lang Vej Camp on the night of 28 January. Their mission
was to pinlnoint weenons locatio)n and to stuidy camip defenses. 5 uhbioct's company
had be n alerted to attlack Lang Vei on two ooeasieas bonth tines the attack, m~~
concel-led. Subject stated thrt his battalion would atte)ck the carp int the nea
futire. The, reports and icidents listed above- indic.ate -that the camLp defendcrs-
had readon to expe ct a probable large scale -'round attackc, posa ibly supe)orted by
armored ve;hicles. ,s result, the camrp 1was se)-flied w4 th LAjs, and the, defe-ndersj
trained in their use. Aproxinately te-n of the OTU! tlired familiarization. Gve r '
half the Amricans had fired a U7 prior to the attack.a

Ina .L / Zia CONFIDENTIAL



LTC.UA'EL F.SCP{EJ -L L.AP il[GC VET SI.T0rJCRI21AT &i

TTCW.='F. C1T_,_ CONFIDENTIAL
Sinco Y 'acqutred tmLao IBm (D1V-33) plus 505;2200 depe ndents, it was my

T)licyr to 'CO? o.ne of the, Ca-npnny'c- thiree fielcYd officers at Lang Voj to
in-:ordinate. the some;what coa-nlex tactical and rolugu situotion, i re.lirviA JETC
-Icadley, in:',, the aftornoon of? 6 F7chruary,

At aboit 180) on 6 ! et 1 nog Vet wans iim~ 'Cu r to a r -tra inta nno( mortar anic
artllrybarran eahd for couint rfi rrm 1%. San Comibat ae(tc)a-nd
elvred couinteri ire_ ron i' centi.

iys, lf, ILl' -uy (LlT' 53) -and 11)2 Quatn (LTDS C.rl Con-conder) inspocte d all
defnsive; 'ositi -nn li :t li~ht (stloull 90()G) and thin I turne d in. T hadf somei
difficulty g-tigour northe.rn most OP manner1 tb -t nighTt, butt rot SEC T~ndtcwejls
D.;1 platoon ouit there, finallyr.

.'t a-bout 070015 1 was awakened ;.bldtat the cap a enr tadb
tank 0-, I sue yefthat this ,-ias true, instriicte-d CI!IWlogb to eell, for
a ir eiid artillery sup--ort on Lang'±yea to the- point at wihthe high spe, ttec
e"nters tin cuswp (l10h Co Areq). I also instructed that ha request a flare ship and

akfor evrt~gthrough nara lled channels (SCL anC C Co). Then, I went up to
organize tank k 'ller detai1a about 070045.

By this time the, 106 Ill, was ma-nne d by JOT Biolt and delivo-I n[7 ef fective f ire
a)n tite noint at uhich the road from Lang- Troolenters the omap. :1 collectedi the
§ ollo'ring personne-l to assist me in conta iniref the, tanks tha--t peiretrat-i 1 L, Co.
ylff Longgroar,, 1lT Quy, SOT Fragos, 325 A'c Aurey., a-nd i-te-r, 1lT '3 ilkins.

Initially, I se3nt Pragos a-td 1-c Nurry af ter atl* th', Li "s they, could czarry,
sius hand grenade s. Ey 0100, the 106 P 'fir had c' !eted ou.t twoT tanlks at the waire,

ctio had paenetreatod and one was practically on to:n of uis, Ilan not sure_ how =an
ieos he was struck by 1XI's, but at least five -o~r- mrd to immbiiz hi. On
tahimp cot, t here would be a g-reat s'1oweTr of cranE- s'_-rt. "',o the craw- suirvivors

(3) crawvled out, ILT Quy end T Ild then inlthi grenade- rnd S-, fire3. The~y had IP AItT47s.
13:v this tine the seconu tank had flfaked the aso Uend dead' firs-t taink. 7 t
closed to abouat ten meter of euy, posgition, b)uttons' upj a.d firing thec -me r. f,.;'at-fleat
and CO-tAX. By this ti-me 1lT 'Jilkis hand jone,d 'as;IT.-r t-'ing co-cr by, sons,
gfl on drums filled w-.ith rooks. I sent lLT Long,&r0&jbn c7 deii the TrC stairs to get

som moe IBs and grenades. ;Lenc.O hemi hit, ouir betel nd cavend
in the entrance to theo TXC. I later learned thatI*:. Lon! srecn-renortsd mo as deadcl ry;
the tine", and 7 ean sea why. Of the four of uis still fighting. the: taak at that time.
only 1121-L Qug w;as unscathed and kee-ping up a heavy,, vowin of fire egainsT. the fiT-
-round elaents wh' o followed the tanks in the attempt to outflank1 us. amnx sure ho
saved ouir lives. 1LT !illkms wa~s knocke d "neonscic's e nd or" shed betwe i,-n the barrels.,
325 lNe flurry wais grave-ly wounded. He co"Thn't see aa both of his hands h-Ad been
malejfd. I was knnocke-d head over heels by the; concussion, but sustained oily a
liight wouind ini the righit hip ewnd a cut to myleft cheek and ear. "'s the crew
atteiyeteod to escape ILT tQhy and I k-illed then,~m Then -in a --e-riod of comparnative quint
I took iMc Hlurry around. to a pile of sandbags -and trieDd to makeci bhin comfortable. 'Te

cooked to mo os if he Was ouit of it. Then I got Wil'ins awao end grot him situ ated.
Hewas boginieg to comec around. I consulted wi th 1LT C;uy andl he suagested we hlide-C in1

INCL 2 -o CONFIDENTIAL
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I'
a sholl cratbr util dam. I said "okay", but events overtook us then, ead I iobt
track of 1LT Qy. Another tank had approached from the rear. I throw two grenades
under it and something (probably a TlAW) hit it from the rear. The hatch popped
open and flame billowed out. No one made it out of that tank. It was in otherwise
periact condition and parked right by the TXC tower. By this tino (about 0300)
there were plenty of NVA around, in small. groups on ton-of the hill. I had two
mauzines of 116 and two 126 grenades left. 1LT 1!ilkins was now completely conscious
aid called doin the T23 tower to let us in. I wasn't ton keen on this because I
suspected we would have a bettor chance if wo weren't pinned doun. So I took Wilkins
and we crept dean to the tean house, I deoosited him behind the half finished bar,
and then stood in V-e Liddle_ of the building ulere I could observe both entrances. I
cut the inner tubes on the doors so they wotild stand noon. There '-yore still
intermittent flares going off and I had a pretty good view. At 0330, I sa , a party
of five NVA, three with AI-h7's and two irith satchel charges apuroaching the Porth
door of the team house. I told Wilkins to keep quiet and I would have to shoot thom,
They approached all bunched up. Ilhen they were five meters away I shot them all with
oioe magazine. That left one magazine and two grenades. T ten the team house got a
satchel charge and small arms fire. I was hit in the right lower leg, but not enough
to immobilize me. I went back to Wilk-ins (who was weaponless) and briefed him,
telling hi I thought we had better move out. H was lucid by this time and suggested

* we take cover under the dispensary until daylight. I agreed, and we proceeded there
without incident, arriving about 0h307 Feb. W.e hid there during a period that the
NVA, a platoon I would estimate, were stomping around in the dispensary, Imocking
over bottles and raising hell in general. I overheard snatches of convrsation -one

between a runner from battalion and a company coimanider (Dai Uy, Tai Doi Truong.
Befors daylight we ceased to hear anything from them and the people left the
dispensary.

With dawn came some good air supuort (0700). I could tall by the ground fire
coming from around us that it wasn't tine for us to cone out yet. The air kept up
until about 0930 and we hobbled out from under the dispensary, using extreme caution.
There were two burned out tanks just west of the dispensar that I hadn't seen before

* that I assino were knocked out by air. We emerged, and I tried to signal a FAC. He
waggled his rings in recognition. I thought perhaps at this time we were the only
two alive on the hill.

Since neither ITilkins nor myself were walking very wei' at- this tine, we took I
it slow, trying to start every vehicle we came to. NJone .o:: od.. Then we spotted

some CRP and CSF. The CRP suggested we join him in his bunker. We agreed and wereu ~ r ie again. At thig time
being assisted in this direction when we were taken under fr i
I was hit in the right upper leg hard enough to put me down. WilkLns made it to the

bunker. 1he CSF helped me on down the road to the gate, where I met SFC Craig, who

practically carried me to the Lao 'N CP, where 7 received first aid.

From this point until evacuation I operated the radio and coordinated 1.rith the
TOG and FAC in treparation for the evacuation of the rcaining personnel.

/5,taniei F. Schungel
It! DA'IEL F . SCRINGEL

LTC, Infantry

Commanding
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CPT FPiIK C. WILLOUGIffY

We received ho-50 rounds of 152mm artillery in the ;afternoon of the 6th. All
rounds landcd in the southern periv.eter wire, mostl- in trhe area of 10 Company
(southeast corner of camp). At about 1930, thC 010 in 10h Co's area reported
hearing noises in Lang Troai (XD 780 3)4. They said -hat it sounded like engines
r,.uinr. At about the sunmc time. the 7,obilo Strilto Force 01' west of the camp

reoorted hearing noises, Sergeants Hanna and Lindewald .;ore on this OP. At around
2100 hrs three trip flares wecnt off in the area of the, [obi., Strike Force OP.
Illimhinetion was fired with neogativc results. dIoxt;, around 220', a trip flare wont
off in 1O4 Cots area. 'Then the first trin flares wont ofe n round 21,0 in the area
of the Hobile Strike Force OP, first the OP or;oned un wi th their small nrms antd
automatic weapons, and rctty seen the entirs ca-mp hae. joined in. The, stem; thing
happened at 2200 when the trip flare ,nt off L- 0); Co's area. They opened up with
,mall arms and automatic weapons fire and the entire car.p joined in. The first
indication of a, actual attack caine at aporoximat-l., 2330 hours, At this tine l0h
company reported that there wore enemy troops in the wiru, lOL company oenod up
with small arms end automatic weapons fire. Next, the 1-_SF OP started receiving
incoming mortar rounds. Ily obsoerver in the toer of the 702 reporT ,d seeing lights
on the road leadin- to Lanr T roai. At this tine, I alerted the, artillcry,, in lOe Sanh
and also C Company at Danang. About 15 minutes later, ri olbserveor informed that
there were two tanks sitting in our outer primet,,r were below lOL company, They
were s-epingcr the hill with their searchlights. I went up out of the T00 at this
time and verified that there werc indeed two tanks setting there -wzith their search-
lights on sweening the hillside lookin,, for our camp positions. 7 was informed
through an interpreter that l04 Company was fighting with encmyv troops in their w.rire4
Ile finally got our artillery mission 15 minutes after I had called for it. 3y this
time, hoever, the tanks had already gotten into the 'Joire. T had the tanks pin-
pointed for the artillery on the original miosiion an(' my bi[ggest c~mrnaint -s the
delay we experienced in getting the first mission fird. If weo had receiveu at in
time, we could have k1nocked out the tanks in the wire. We were manningq our IA1"s
and our 106's. l01 Company lasted about 45 minutes, until a tank got into their area
end started destroying their position with its main ba tl- gu. To tanks were
knocked out in the w4ire with our 106 and they were sitting there smoking. Another
tank came up by those tw-o, making a total of three that I had seen so far. This ether

t:mk pulled are nd the two that were destroyed and rolled in'.o lob Coqmpany. lie
was blowing bunkers apart and finally l.O4 Covany fell. These troops pulled into
our inner perimet r and the positions which they had loft !'ore occupied by, the 'TA.
The tank remained in 1OL, Company's area. The next report I received was that there
was a. tank( coming up Highway 9 just below Supply bunker number 2. At about the same
time I was receiving reports that three tanks were coming up Highwuay 9 just below
the MSF OP. I also received a report that there were two tanks setting in the drop
zone between Highway 9 and Lang Vet village. The tank that had been in 104 Company's
area eventually moved on into 101 0 mpany's area. lie may have been the one that cane
up Highway 9 below supply bunker number two but I renanovaor later that I saw no break
in the wire to indicate that this was the sane tank that had moved to fli-hYay 9.
Now, another tank cuae up behind the two that were destroyed in the w.rire. Y11 pulled
on through 104 Company's area and on up to the top of the hill. His gun was pointing
west across the camp. At the same time a tank came up from the 'lest and began to
operate in 102 Company's area. This is probably the same one that was observed
coming up Highway 9 below supply bunker number two. 17hile this tank was working in
102 CompanI,-1 received reports that enemy troops had surrounded theI4SF OP west of

the camp, that the enemy was manning positions in 104 Company's area, and also that
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aneny troops wore omning &cros,: tho v ro on theo northi sij-e of the camp. just b~f ore
loll Company, fell, :1 observeo! what I thought to be, an e-nemy soldier w.,ith a mrannack
flnino thrower on his backz. I nover ac+unhllv sj-w 5 mit noyed, bit there nr7"fireDs
going and this paorticul.%r individival i'as st-ndinL betwee~n two of the fires. I saw no
stiiar a u_ ..- uo cuing car -irA. b~r any of theQ other Oneny troops. The only enemiy

troops I had sG-en up to this tim weire the one s in 10L4 Company's area. I1 would
ctimate about a platoon in streng:th was occupy,,ing, positions in 1lOL 0Cmpanv's areaI
and perhaps another7 squad of sapper:; ju0st on, thle irnc.r pc-nea-.ter on the east end of

th cm. The c t zeeps; that -rep:;rtedly c mae£ro tia.. north cmci west I never saw?. The
troops on the northern sid_ of the camp) ware _raertle:' to no by LTO 0Jchu)ngcl. The
tr.oops on the- weSt .Ild of theo cam-p were renerteda b'17 tm r comma-nder of 103 Companny and
by Sergea nt dAnnon. 3ergeOrpt Ionna jus3t. sai d that to - are s1]ri-OUnd,3d on the-ir 0P.

hePOL dop was gone. Tea Air, "Covey" Ed~s, -nad Spookyr tiere all on -station. ',o
were) receiviing g.ood supseort from Khe Sech atiVd- thim .1 guess; about G@45 hours. :1
wa's in., on, or oridthe TOG, at all1 t1es ha :cix ncoundad AmericanTs in then "00

wit om, The flare--s fraiL the- camp had stoaped, ,'nd lthd recuested sanoim r h
Sanh, The Olin. Lirtr pit on the East side of n am was >-nosk-d out. T he.- L-.2

'otrpit en the wemst :sado of the cramp vm- kneel8 oU The rern~inira Aj eriicans
were manning-, the two-, 50 call',er machine gins and fth 106. The ether 106, on the
.Uest side Of the camep, hut: been lmocked0 out at abolu 0045' hours. A tank k-nockeod
it cut. We were enpl- mgi LA~s from 2LOQ hours until 01.30 hours. Our 106's i;ere:
employed from 2340 hours until Oil5 hours at which ti-ie the 1,rst 106 w-as knocked out
by a tank. This 106 mis on thec west end of the cnLmp,. At this ti.mi, enemy sarpers
tore busy with satchecl charges in l04 and 101 compenies reas, The. 104 ocm-.pTWnY
personnel who had w.ithdraw int our ine ne-%Piig nte aes
One of the1 tank11s cae from; t'e, Wes,wn acs 10 co1,pany oadk~ 0 opn

an' lasted the bunkers. 7ent, a tank from-. the -west took, up station to the rear of
the OLanr mortar pit orn the east one_ o' thei ea-m. T as one koocked out the S2ia mortar
and te106 th-at I mentioned earlier:. "o get him- w-ith a U.heer ho continued
to fire his 50 caliber. Another tanic app eared - this was the fifth one- and camne up
within ten meters of the main entrance to the TOG. LTG Sohu:nel, LLU lon1-sre e,arAd I
were standing by the door. They were manng LA, "s and I was adjust in- f re0  T went
into teTOO. L'bout 1 ! minutes l2ater, LT 10iermedown alre and. about oe
minute later the"a tank shattere2d thaerrae to the TOG where0 T 10S1 nelhdbe

stai-d:ia. The tank remained out there -or about 1$ minute s. Mdeoihdthea
entrance to thec TOO and was workin_ on the- towe-r. A t this. tirrz Set--geanit Early, was
wouiided. NO was the, observer in t-he towr T1 of the 'C0O. A tank on the West end of the
camp pulle?( u,.) en the main road x-ianr, down the;: center of the cears nO knockead out
our last 106 or theic west end of thu carD,. 7_e started rollin up? toward' the _ TOO. We1
had Tyo taks en top of the hill now.,: a the tanks which Sergeant Th'arma rep-orted asa

cokguUily9intev~iyc h U.eFrcO aparntly -r Jxtn'n1- enter4W
the camp pertj.etetr wire., but Just sat orts' 6o anste. d. At this time7 both1_ tbhe
entrance end. onit of the TOO wore blockeod and to myr knowle dge th-e pcooialA in the
TOG weoez -the only rUanig1.S. pcrsmnn,: in the camp. The tnas abo-,t 0300.
Personi-n i the TOO includ-ed xrself, If lon-srear ,SrentPtiprarly, Fragos,

Aor~irdand Doomso.

flowin there also werem the VINSE ca.p oo~niandor, tGhe WISP Scr.i-want Jeethe
Om .nxuy commander of 104 company, iny inte-rp)reter Minh, end a 0100' eonro -man. The
taniks finishe-d t-.eiir mopping up. Oxie was sittinge on top of them TOO ran~ ier.azined
thoro a7bout 203 minutes. T, hieo he was on top, of' us, he cointinue-d to firec his9
armaament, -oth the main gun -. rd the automat'uic weapon. At thed- samei t ire- sc.'Icbcl
charg;on wore being thrown down the main entrance -v d the tier. Our eomwnioations:
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with ith. ol'it Wenre gone. The stc4_n7a-w end the towe!,r were UIock:;d out. Satchel
cha-rges and :,roinados camne in sporadica-lly for the: next four houors. Just before we
rocoaivud tChe satocls, a voice camC djown1- -saring sojrL-thing lika: "hsis LT 1 'ilkins,;

*vrWhols downY- t~or? :inrudiately the re J;ter an autoratic weapon was fire)d down trie
towerr. Bullets ricocheted all over. , hoever had called dorm the to,.eTr 5-)01cc very

goo English, ut I ddnt knowj if it uas orr tnl6_ i no lter
that noa had called dow-n to 1-s. A fewn -Iflt.e.5 af ter 't-11ins col ae. another voice
called domn. People- cl-so- tc the voice, 5CLG,' that it -rs Specialist >,c ' urry. This
voice also iras follwed by aur7omatic :Kamo into the TOG, 'e were rccvi'rinp satchelI

chre nd groads, I had ex ignshdJ lights in the TOG. Gomeo ;raa' lobt with
all personel on the bhill arid with C Gonp-,ajjr, Ce still ha cotcIih h ah

This was aebou 0LO0. As I said, we flnjn r'_ceived four hours of sat'Vchellarges,
thrat gonr gas aronades err' 26 'U, c renadles. The thereruc 'xermdo was

thrown Cow-n the :%toer at about 0600, a started a fire. )Yadteyaiter it
was tiL)l0Tf cG o-:n the toweor, g as -rcna~o (US S or GilT - weare throws, in on usi, follow.-ed
by satchol chaar:es from the Fast ankn L%0t erae ol' thno TOG. The fire wrasn't spreading
because there was very little ventih,%,c et0T,.wn there -S gesi atd aot2

nnuces. the, gas stayed around for a !on, Uieie. 31ave, my mask to souoeelse and.
I ep Vm face vey close to the floe:c -'.o avoid the gas, Whein thec tharilte caz- gas

,-re-a.C~cs won"s off, the sappers en to ) of t61n3 TOG called down tharck:gh the tower a.nd
the soe-;.inra-Y in Vfietnmese. They lio±.i 5a Lng: M-C. are oi'to blowuy 'unbunke
So giveT, up."1 The indigenous troops all surrendered. All1 1 could see were black
shaap-s imovig tow-ard the- door, but LT Loeggrear moved -to the door and saw7 the
indligenous troop.s at the top of the Stairs lbeing stripped down. A-ll their weapons

weetaken cmZ. a couple of the indigo noms troe ps were~ stripped dorm to theiir shorts.
Talk wa.s going back arid forth betweeno then0. and their ca ptors in Vi~tnate-xse. One &f
the prisoners was shot on the spot by thec enemy. T1he weapon souxt~el 1k3c an AK-h7.
LTLM-'ra casion back. The indigenous nriseners were naroned tk-o the' top of the

TOG, ndc we could hear much talkinc in Vietnamese. It lrisLud foc ten or fi:fteencr
mimutes. 17e then heiard mruch automi..c weTapons fire, a nd assuneC. ntc pr_-isoners haLd
been, 16cilo. However, the next morLning, I saw no bodies. D uring the night I
remember, observing one truck, 2 ton tycr an not one: of ours, or-' r, down- the
road tharouLgh the camp toward the exit in-t-, di~rection of 1.7n,- Troci_ 31 fired on
it f-ron theo TOG w-itha unknownr rosults. t a eae to be carryinC boies. Traclks
seco:.m, to be :.icving back end forth across theo cony -until about 0530 or 0600. At
about 0430, the -,NA started digging; a hnole douwn the *-e rth side- ofl lTe'0. Satchel
char,.es ad ,renades weore having no ef fect on the: insicla. of ti-.- '20C. They weTre
apparetly d2< r,%ing -i hole six or se.ven feet- deep, close to the vont. The- digging
stopped and there was much talkin,- o ing, on-,. Anothe~r g7renade- w-as tose-d. -i-n, ca then
the clchl charrtes in the hole wT;TY off, brigo-ut a portion of tm1-r north wall.
It left a holeu about Six feet across and four feet hilgh. The; e ncurw thire fragmenta-
tiuti ,jemrade Ullau

5
L hoo. At 0 05,- 1 was wounded b-..'. frnr-,fmunta tiom

gre=de nad I passed. out at about 030). 1-e had been trying to -ea our PRG 74 back
in o'peration. Gonrno with Kec-- Sanh ad been lost ~tie,;. 1- 0~ we.re aot in conmnm i.th

SerU eaLL hley -and theL Laotian Be toalion at the old cam.-p at this t-rie. The last
contact I ha,;d with anyone on the top of the capwas when I hard S er-ant Tiroch on
the. raiosyt Y:" have one round left. The tanks ;ire comiz; ri-1ht at us." That
was cur last connio with the top of the hill a-nd can arounid 0200. "bhen I cans to,
\ie had rees'lrb13 shed come w5 u~ Lb erreant Craig at the Lootion position, -nd wilth
FAG, I caeto a-u around I1( ) her.s, I Leanend that we had(- been in contact with
FAG fo~r two hoours. T1 was informed tha-t Sorwuant Ashley and a. rea-ction force were
try-ing to reach us, They wexv in thec vicinity of Supply binilcer niber two and -were

on forth. try. Ashley 'wa; taking small arms, automa-tic wapons, eand inor~kar fire end
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