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- CONFIDENTIAL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARITY
copATY C
ng STH 3PECIAL FORCES GROUP (AIRBORNE), 1ST STECIAL FOICTS
APO San Francisco 96337
ATGDSFC 22 Tebruary 1968

SUBJECT: AUQTER ACTIN QMPORT BAT'IE (F L7 'G VEL

1, CGIIERAL STTUATTO]:

a, The Lang Vei Camn Strike Force Camp had tlie primary mission of border
surveillance and arca pacification., The border survaillance is on that portion of
the border that is adjacent to the boreder within the Taor, The area pacification is
a combinaticn of the Detactment :ilitary Civie Action/DPsvehological Opevations in
conjunction i th District and Provirce level wropgrams, In conjunctlon with
surveillonce and pacification, the camp had the requirement for a camplete recon-
naissance of its Tacr every month,

b, Camp Jang Vei was located in the extreme northwestern corner of South
Vietnam, The Camp (COORDS XD 786357) was situates southwest of Khe Sanh Combat Base
and apnroximatcly two lo-lometers east of the Laotian border., Camp Lang Vei's Taor
was strategically located and contained several broad valleys which are likely
choices of infiltration routes from Laos in the west and northwest and from the NHMZ
in the north towvard Ihe Sanh Combat Base,

c. Duaring th: night of 6 snd 7 February the woather was clear with
scattered to broken clouds, bases 3000 feet to 5000 feet. MNowever, os the misht
wore on the woather gres progressively worsc. By 0230 the stratus ceiling was
below 1000 fect accampanicd by some ground fog which greatly hinderad visibility,

2, TFRIGDLY SITUPIRT PRIOR TO TME ATTACK:

a. 210800 January: Camp Lang Vei receivad word from Khe Sanh Combat Base
that the 33rd Lactian elophant battalion had been overrun by VA units in conjunc-
tion with tanks, It was alaso stated that survivors from the 33rd Laotian element
and refugeas were enroute to the camps location, The Laotian soldicrs and refugees
closed into the Lang Vei arca during the evening of 2L Januwry, On 25 January, the
33rd Laotian Elephant Battnlion was alloued to take wd positions in the old ermp
Lang Vei (COORDS 3D 794361), The Laotian refugess were taken to Leng Vei village
to where temporary housinr was provided.

b, 251853 Jenuary: Camp Lang Vei reccived an unimown number of artillery
rounds from the west (Vicinity Coords XD 7LL317) resulting in one friendly WIA.

c. 311130 January: & three platoon lobile Strike Force Reconnalsseonce
Operation made o chance contact with an estimated throe company NVA foree (Vicinity
X 815375) resulting in one friendly KIA and four WIA while the enemy suffored 5h
XIn, 65 WIA and an estimated 80 to 100 killed by air,
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i d, From 20 January throush 5 February, spredic cnemy mortar md artillery
: £iro were roceived in ond around Camp Lang Voi, This appeared to be zerolng and
‘ harrassment firo.

8. From the 3lst of Janurrv until the canp wag overrun, small riaconnalsance
patrels md ambush patrols were initianted apnroximately one to three kilemeters in
all directions of the camp. The recommndssance portols had the mission of confirming *
locatieons of reported dVi troon pesitions, Only thr-e of the sbove operations mads
contact that rosulled in friendly or onemy KILi, Thoss results arc as fellows: Four
friendlics KIA and soven V14 whille enemy lossas were three XIA one CLi.

3, SuQUILACE & EVEWTS DURING THE ATTACK JiID BV.CG..PMIM:

o e e 4 40 = Ao s M . o S 1

a. 061025 Fobruary: Camp Lang Vei - cceived an unlmorm number of encrmy
mortar rounds vosnlting in eight Camp Strile Foreo povsonnel beine WILi. Counter
nortar fires wer: ol~ead on suspected cnomy positions with wnlmoim results,

o, 061810¢ An estimated LD to 60 rounds of 152mm or 155mm artillery were
received witain the cap perimeter resulting in two Camp Strike Torce nersonnel "LL
and two bunkers damaged, Counter artillery fires were requestsd and received from
ihe Sanh Combat Base vith unknown rosults,

' ¢, 070030: Camn Long Vel reported it war under attack by an unkmown :
’ number of tanks ~nd infantry. It was stated thet tan's =rare in the outer norimetor i
wirs and that artillery and TAC Sir had been requested,

d. 070100: Camp Lang Vei reportcd one "Spoolky™ on station in the vicinity i
of the camp, The VISF chonnels at Detachment C-1 lost comunications with Lang Vei, _
TAC My was confirmecd on the way by IIT iU\ Hgs in Danang., "I" Corms Hgs roported i
that an additional Spoolqy was onroute to Lang Vei,

e, 070200: Camp Lang Vel reportad that tiirec or four tanks had been ]
destroyed. & total of seven tanls had been scon by this time and were reported i
using searchlights to gawecp the camp for nogsible targets, :

. R

f, 0702L40: Camp Lang Vei rcnorted that there was onc tank sitting on top
of the tactical over-tiecns conter. This tank had beon destroyed, The camp also
roported that the commmications personncl were burning the commo material at this
tne,

g. 070320: Comiwunications between Camp Lang Vel and "C" Company were loat.
411 the following messapes were relayed from Kho Sanh Combat Base,

he 070i50: Tanks wore reportedly deonrting Camp Lang Vei and taldng up
positions to thc cast of tho camp. (HUTE: At 070540 "C" Commeny Gth 3¥G- asked III
HAF to imploment the Camp Lang Vei contingeney plame  "G" Comnany was informod that
C.G. III #'F would not put the contingeney nlan into 2ffcct. Cne Battalion of
warines had beon requested. At 0705LS ane ilobile Strike Foree Company from Danang
: wng enroute to Quang Tri where 1t was to standby for a heliborne assault into Camp
: ‘ Lang Vei.)

i, 070630: A roport from the USIC at Khe Sanh Combat Base indicated
averything above ground at Camp Lang Vei had beon dostroyod,
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g

Jo 070630: The USHC at Khe 3anh Cambati Base rensrted that the senior US
Army Special rorces Advisor, SFC fishley with the 33rd Laotian Paitalion had radio
contact with the survivors located in the TOC at Camp Lang Vei,

k. 0707L0: TReport raceiva, from Kne Sanh Combat Base that 15 nersonnel
vere alive in the TOC at Cawn Lang Vedi,

1le 070830: O5FC Ashley derarted the old camn area (XD 79L361) enroute to
new Camp lang Vei with onc company of Laotians, SFC iAshloy reported that air strikes
ware s¥ill being run against the cnemy in and aromd the camp.

m, 0709h2: SPC Aghley was directing air strikes amainst enemy held posi-~
tions in Camp Lang Voi.

i
five ascaults on cnemy positions attempting to reach Camp Lang Veits T and the 15
suvivors,  Bach attomnt had been turmed back by heavy small arms arnd automatic
wespons fire. On the last attempt the senior USASF Adviser, 3FC Ashlev, was
critically wounded, it this time the Laotian cleront withdrew back to the old camp
area,

n. 071032t The Laotian element led by JSASF Advisers renortedly had made

o. 071300t Khe Sanh Combat Base repmorted T.C AIR and artillery still being
used in supnort of the versonnel remaining in Camp Lans Yai's TOC, The USASF .dvisers
with the Lactian element still had contact with the swrvivors in Lang Vei's 7CC.

p. O71500t & S0 man C & C slement was being briefed at FOB-3 Khe Janh
Comhat Basc in preparation for rescne of the 15 personncl remaining in Camp Lang Veils
T)CI

qs 0715152 Xhe Sanh Comhwat Base roportcd VCAWLA all along nighway #9
betws.:n Camp Lang Vei and Kne Sanh Combat Base in ambust: nositions,

rs O071530: The scnior USASF Advisor now locatad at old Lanpg Vei Conu had
coordinated with the TAC AIR to drop their ordnance in the vicinity of the TOC in
hopos of killing the enemy forecs located above th: TOC, ~After the sircraft aropped
ithelr ordnance, thoy were to make dummy passcs across the damp in an attompt at
kesping enemy heads dovm while the TOC survivers at-opied to depart the camp, They
were picked un at the camp main pate by Detachmomt C-1 VISF S..3 in a vehicle without
incident and rounited with other survivors at the old campsite,

8, 071630¢ Khe Sanh Combnt Basc raported choppers carrying C & € roscue
elammt had departed for vicinity old Camp Lan; Vei,

t, 071700¢ The C & C rascue element had link~d up +th Camp Lang Vei
survivors at old campsite. OSurvivors wore estacted to she Sanh by CH-li6 and flowm
to Xhe Sanh Combat Base,

u, OTL030: Xhe Sanh Combat Base rcportzd surviveors from Camp Lang Yei
enroute back to Da Hang by fixed -ring aircraft, C & C rescue element reportcd

1Linking up with additional Camp Strike Force personncl employving escane and cvasion
techniques cast of the new camp, Number of survivors enroute back to Da Nang totaled

92, _
“CONFIDENTIAL
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v. The suvivors from Camp Lang Vei, maintaining their previous tactical dé;
introgity and the samo Detachment designation of A-101, have formed a new Yobils
Su.ike Force comnnay presently training at the ilobile Strike Force Headquarters,

Da N;mp; RVN,

L, FACTS AND COHCLUSINS:

a, Tho encmy attacked and over ran Camp Lang Vei with a forcs consisting
of 12 tanks som: of *hich were idontified as (PT=76 Soviet Amnhibions Type) and
aporaximatoly LOD infantry troops of which one company is Lslleved to have been
sappers.

b, The enomy attack was supported by an cstimated four 152mm artillery
ogicees and four 82mm mortars.

¢y Enomy losses are estimated to hav. boon soven tanks (confirmed) and two
tanks (nrobable) and 250 infantry troaps Kil.

d. Repular NVA units in mass have superior fire nower ta main force VG units
and are therefore bettor suited to atstacing fortified nositions,

e. Dospite Camp Lane Vel's inadoquate gati tank defonses and laeoi of
nsychologzical conditinning for an ammor:¢ atack, tho CSF pntup-a spiritad defense and
did not broak and run, 21l over ons half of tho G5F disd defondine thair positlons,
actnally trying to fight tanks wigh MGs, carhinces and »ifles,

£, Camp Lang Voi's antl fank weoapons consisto:d of two 106RR and 100 LiYs,

ge Hore cmphasis should b: placed on anti tank defenses by all Camp Strike
Force Camps to includ: anti tank training for all porsonnsl and the construetinn of
tank obstacles,

h. Camp Strike Force Camps which hav.: TAGR!'s contigue s tn othr countrics
must have a TAGR that oxtends out in alldirsctions from the camu sufficiently far
to insure tine capability of fixing the cnemy and providing «carly warning through
continuons roconnaissancc. The limited cast-wost ossrational arca imposcd by the
RVNaLaotinn border geverely restricted this capability at Lang Veiy, Tacticel surprisc
was achiov.od by the introduction of a now w2apons syst-m from an uncxnactes dircction,

i, The Jlobile Strike Force compan:” which had be.n moved 4o Omang Tri to
reinforce thz camp could not be displaced further duve to lack of helicopters.,

j» The cemp defenses at Camp Lang Vei stopped the attack, It cowld not
move beyond the camp toward Khe Sanh, The mosition c-uld have been restored by one
Mobile Strike Force comm~ny at the time of evacuation, It could have baen restorsd
earlier by the Laotian Battalion had they been only slightly appressive, The
rastoraticn would have been of doubtful valuc due to the uvtter destruction of the camn.

Ke COFRAM was fired on Gamp Lang Vel three times during the morning of
{ February with unknown results.

—
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7 5, PRRSONRL RECAPITULATION: i
ASGIGNED ) RETURTRD T9
ATTACHED & PFD i’y KTA A4TA SWERTIENT CONPRIL
USASF 2l 13 10 1L
VUSF 14 3 5 9 '
CSF 282 29 165 117
HE 161 an 3L 127
THTGRYALTE S 6 0 5 1
437 77 219 255

2 Incl .
1, Intelligence owaanary
2, Personal Statements
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INTELLIGENCE SUMIARY OF REPORTS AMD IHCIDEG'TS PRIOR TO THE ATTACK
ON LANG VBT A-101

1. During the past six months the cnemy situabtion in the Xhe Sanh-Lang Vei
arca was characterized by inactivitv of major eniy units with verv few contacts,
During the month of December enemy reconnaissancs and connter-reconnaissance
activity incrcased notlceably, and upually reliabls sonrcees indicated larre enenmy
units were b ing concentrated in the area. St this time it was considered probable
thal major ground acition apainst CIIG and U510 installations in tho “he Sonh~Lang
Vei area would be conductad as part of the Tri-Thion “Tinter-Spring Camndlgn.

2. Intellipence repovts from Lan~ Yeil incicatud a definite increase in cremy
ct1v1ty durine he month of Januars,  There were revorts of enomy wnits croc.ing
the Se Tone ildver from Lacs into Viet Nam, and a canturad document m-ntioned
divisior, ragiment, and bat‘alion siznd wnits, 3y the middle of the month, onc
apent had reported that an unidentified regiment had moved into the A-101 1..02,
During this time thers were several usually rolinble resorts of enemy activity
within the T.O0R.

3, Along with the agent remorts, there was an increase in the cnamv's probing
of camp dafcinscs. Camp onarations bepan to wd-¢ contact with swmall cnemyr un'is,
On 24 Janwaryr, ITT iL3F COC roported that a USAF FiC had sighted five tan'’-s in the
vieinity of XD 65337L. &n airstrike was called, 219 tha FAT reporved onc tank
dcstro"ed snd the others moving wost into trees along 7Y 79, Cn 30 January; a
sccurltv patrol fraon the discoverad a road capablc o suomorting heavy vnhlclo
traffic, running northeast along a stream bed XD 75535k to XD 782332,

e On 30 January Tuons Dinh Du of the Othr Bn, 66th Regt, 30Lth Div, raltiod
at Camn Tang Vei. Subject stated that his battalion was at half strensth duc to
the attack erainst Khe Sanh Pistrict on 21 January, and from subsequent airstrilkes
and artill-rr migsions., Subject also gtated that thn battalion XQ and 6ne sauad of
sappers reconnoiterad the Lang Vei Camp on the night of 28 January. Their mission
was to pinveint weanons location and to study camp defenses, Subiect's company
had be :n alcrted to atback Lang Vei on two occasionsy both times the attaclt was
concelled, Subjcet statod thet his battalion would 1ttnck the camp in the near
futlire. Tho reports end incidents listed above indicate that the camp defenders
had reason to expect o probable larse scalce ~round attack, possibly supnorted by
armored vehicles. 8 result, the camp was supdlicd with LWWs, and the defanders
trained in their use, Approximately ten of the CTDT fired familiarization. Over
half the Smericans had fired a LAY prior to the attack.
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CUAMP LG VET SURVIVO2'S STATEDwarS -
TTC UAIEL F. SCHUISNL CONFIDENTIAL /9

b Sineo w. acquired {the Lao Bn (BV-33) plus som. 2200 depondents, il was ny
nalicy to xeen oac of the Company's three ficld sealas officers at Lang Vel to
coordinate the soncuwhnt comnlex tactical and refugoe situation. I relievad LTG
<oadlay, wy <0, the afternoon of & February,

NI

Lt about 1800 on 6 Fob Lang Vei was sudicetod bo aoroittr intenae mortar and

a24iller barrarc, o asked for count rfizc tfrom Kh. 3anh Combat Dase (¥5C3) and ;
cellvored counteriire from tha ¢omn, '

Hysolf, LT Ouy (LID3 83) and 1LT Quan, (LID3 Camn Com-ander) insnacted all
defunsive ositions at lrst licht (aboul 200G) and th-n I turnad in, T had soae
difficulty patting our northern most OF manncd that nisht, but rot SFC Lindoweld!s
BF platoen ont there, finally,

At about 070015 I was awakencd and teld that the camp was beine attacvcd by
tanks, I assured mysclf that this was true, instruacted GPF Willonmhhy to call for
air and artillery suprort on LangTread to the point at whrich the high spesd aporoach
anters the caup (104 Co sren), T also instructed that na request 2 flare ship and
ask for overvthing through narnlled channels (XSCE ane € Colo Then I went up to
organize tank killler detailg about OTO0LS,

By this time; the 105 IR was manned by SGT Holt and delivering offective fire
2 bie point at vhich the road from Lenp Troaisonters the ermp, T ecollected the
“ollowing personncl to assist me in conteinirpy the tonks that poratrat-d 10k Cot
110 Lonpgrear, 1IT Quy, SGT Fragos, SPS iic ifuriy, e l-ter, 1LT lkins,

Initially, I sont Fragos aid e Murry after all th: Li's ther could carry,

nlus hand propades, Ly 0100, the 106 B! fir: hnd knocv:d out two tanks at the wirce,

but two had nenstrated and one was practically on top of us, I'am not surc how many

vines he was struck by Talls, but at lqast five wors roo-ired to iwmmobilize hine On

aach impact, there would be a great showsr of orange sparts. ™ot the crow sarvivors

(3) erowlcd out, ILT Cuy snd T kill.cd fhom with pronades ond 84 fire. Thoy had AL L7's.

By this time the second tank had flraked the i:mobilized and dead first tank, It

closed to about ten meter of oup position, Duittoncd nwp ~ad firing the mo'n omimont

and CO=AX, 3By this time 1LT “ilkins had jeincd ws; v, wrar- toving eover br som. oo

z~ilon drums fiiled with rocks. I sent 1LT Longsrgarbrei dowm the TOC stairs to get

some more LiWs and grenades,  izamiils, thc mnin arwcs.nt hit our harrels and ecaved

in the entrance to the TOC. I later lonrnad thnt Lonsspemrraonorisd me as doad av

the time, and T can sco why. Of the four of us still fightine tho tank at that time,

g only 11 Guy was unscathed and kasping up o heavy volume of fire agzinst the Vi

: ~round clements swo followed the tanks in the attempt to ocutflank us, I am surc he

i swed onr lives. 1LT Yilkins wns knockad raconscicts ~nd crvshod bhetwen the barrels,

: SPS e irry was grovely wonnded,  fo conldn't sce niad both of his hands h-d been

[ menpgled, I was knocked hend over hoels by the concussion, but sustainad only a

light wound in the right hip ond a cut to wy loft checl and ear, as the erou

attempted to escape 1T Ouy and I killed tham, Thon in a »erled of comparatlve quiot

I took ¢ Murry sround to a pile of sandbams and tricd teo make him cemfortable, Ho

1looked to mc as if nc was out of it., Then I got Wil'tins awake and got him gituated.

ilo wns begining to comc around. I consulted with 1LT Quy and he sugmested we hide in
- £y
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a 0holl crotdr wntil dawm, L said "okay" but cvonts overtook us than, and I lost
track of 1LT Quy, Another tami had apwroached from the rear, I threw two grenades
under it and something (probably a LAW) hit it from the rear, The hatch popped

open and flame billowed out, No one made it out of that tank. It was in otherwise
pertact condition and parked right by the TOC tower, By this time (about 0309)

there were plenty of NVA around, in small proups on top-of the hill, T had two
marezines of 1116 and two 126 gremades left. 1LT Wilkins was now completely conscious
and called down the TOC {ower to let us in., I wasn’t ton keen on thig becanse T
suspeeted we would have a better chance if woe weren't pimned down., 5o T tock Wilking
and we crept dom to the tean house, I deoosited him behind the half finished bar,
and then stood in t'e middle of the building vhere I could observe both entrances, L
cut the inner tubes on the doors so they would stand onen, There were still
intermittent flarcs going off and I had a pretty good view, At 0330, I sar a party
of five NVA, threc with 4£-L7's and two with satchel charges apsroaching the Worth
door of the team house, I to0ld Wilkins to kcep quiei and I would have o shoot thom,
They apnreached all bunched up, When they were ive meters away I shot them all with
oie magazince, That left one magazine and two grenadcs, Then the tcam housc got a
satchel charge and small arms fire, I was hit in the right lower leg, but not enough
to immobilize me, I went back to Wilkins (vho was wcaponless) and briefed him,
telling him I thought we had better move out. He vas lucid by this time and suggested
we teke cover under the dispensary until daylight. T agreed, and we procecded thore
without incident, arriving about 04307 Feb., UWe hid there during a neriod that the
NVA, a platoon I would estimate, werestomping around in the dispensary, knocking

over bottles and ralsing hell in general, I overheard snatchas' of conversatvion, one
between a runner from battalion and a company conmander (Dai Uy, Dai Doi Truongs,
Before daylight we ccascd to hear anything from them and the people left tho
dispensary.

With dawn came some good air supwort (0700}, I could =1l by the ground fire
coming from around us that it wasn't time for us to come out yet., The air kept up
until about 0930 and we hobbled out from under the dispensary, using extreme caution.
Therc were two burncd out tanks just west of the dispensary that I hadn't seen before
that I assume werc knocked out by air, We cmcrged, and I tricd to sipgnal a FAC, Mo
waggled his winzs in recognition. I thought perhaps at this time we were the only
two alive on the hill,.

Since neither Tilicins nor mysel? were walking very well at. this time, we tock
it slow, trying to start every vehicle we came to, Hone wo: wed,. Then we spotted
some CRP and CSF, Thc CRP suggested we join him in his bunker, Ye agreed and wero
being assistcd in this dircction when we wewe taken under fire again, At thi® time
I was hit in the right upper leg hard cnough to put me dowm. Wilkins made it to the
bunker. The CSF helped me on down the road to the gate, where I met SFC Craig, who
practically carried me to the Lac Bil CP, where I received first ald.

From this point until ovacuation I operatcd the radio and coordinated with tho
TOC and FAC in oreparation for the evacuation of the rcmaining personnel.

/3. MDanicl F, Schungel
/%/ DAWIEL F. SCHUNGEL
LIC, Infantry
Commanding
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Wg roccived L0-50 rounds of 152mm artillery in the afternoon of the 6th, All
rounds landcd in the southern perimeter wire, mostl~ in tnc arca of 104 Cempany
(southcast corner of camp), At about 1930, th: CIIG in 16k Co's arca reported
hearinz noises in Lang Troai (XD 780 3LL), They said that it sounded like cngincs
running. At about the same time, the Jioblle Strike Torce 2P west of the camp
reported hearing noises, Sergcants lianna and Lindewald were on this OP, At around
2100 hrs threa trip flares wont off in the arca of tho 'iobil. Strike Force OF,
Iiluminntion was fired with negative results, Voxt, sround 2200, a trip flare wont
off in 10k Co's area, 'hon the first triv flarcs wont off around 2170 in the area
of the Hobils Strike Force OP, first the OP ononcd wh with their small ams and
automatic weapons, and oroetty soon the entir: camp had joined in. The same thing
happenad at 2200 when the trip flare want off in 10k Co's area, They opened up with
small arms and automatic weapons fire and tlue entire camp joirned in, The first
indication of an actunl attack came at apnroimatly 2330 hours, A1 this time 10L
company reported that there were cnemy troops in the wire., 154 company o=cned up
with small arms ond automatic weapons fire, Wext, the iiGF OF startad roceiving
incoming mortor rounds, Iy observer in the tower of the TOC raportad seeing lights
on the road leadinz to Lanpg Treail. 4% this time, I alerted the artillerv in he Sanh
and also G Company at Dancng. About 15 minutes later, my coserver informed that
there were two tanks sitting in our outer porimet.r were belew 10k corpany. They
were sweeping thoe hiili writh thoir scarchlights, I wont up out of the TOC at this
time and verificd thot there were indecd two tanks setting there with their gsearch-
lights on sweening the hillside locking for our camp positions, I was informed
shrough an inverpreter that 10l Company was {ishting with encmy troopg in their wire,
We finally got our artillery mission 15 minutes after I had called for it, 3y this
tine, however, the tanks had alveady gotten into the wire. e had the tanks pin-
pointed for the artillery on the original missiion and my bigeest camplaint 25 the
dclay we exporienced ia setting the first mission fired, If we had receivew 1t in
time, we could have lmocked ou: the tanks in the wire, e vers manning our Lallls
anc. our 106%s, 10k Company lasted aboui U5 minutes, until 2 <sank got into their arca
and storted destroying their positicn with its main hattle pun. Two tanks were
mocked out in the wire with our 106 and thev were sitting there smoking. Another
tank came up by those two, making a total of threz that I had seen so far. This sther
4 pulled aro-nd the two that were destroyed and vclled into 104 Company. He
was blowing bunkers apart and finally 104 Company fell. Thesc troops nulled into -~
our inner perimetor and the positions which they had lefi were occupied oy the NUA,
The tank romained in 10L Company's arca, The naxt repert I received was that there
wus 8 bank coming up Highway 9@ just bolow Supply bunker number 2, 5t abont the same
time I was receiving reports that three tanks were ceming up Highway 9 just below
the MSF 0P, T also received a report that there were two tanks setting in the drop
zone between Highway 9 and Lang Vel village. The tenk that had been in 10L Company's
ares eventually moved on into 10L Ccmpany's areca, lic muy have been the onc that cano
wp Highway 9 below supply bunker number two but I remcmber later that I saw no break
in the wiro to indicatec that this was the same tank that had moved to Highway 9.

Yow, another tank came up behind the two that werc destroyed in the wire. Yo pulled
on through 10L Company's arca and on up to the top of the hill, His gun was pointing
west across the camp, At the same time a tank camc up from the Yest and began to
operate in 102 Company's arcz. This i probably the same onc that was obsarved
coming up Highway 9 below supply bunker number *wo, ''hile +his tank was working in
102 Compary, I rcesived reports that enemy troops had surrounded the MSF OP wcst of
tho camp, that the cnemy was manning positions in 10l Company's arca, and alsc that
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onemy troops were coming across tho wire on the north zi'e of the camp, Just baofore
10k Company fell, I observed what T thought to be an onenmy soldier with a manpack
flamethrower on his bhacli, I nover actually saw it canloyed, hat there mmr fires
going and this particnl r individual vas stending botwecn two of tho fires. I saw no
similar ap eratus being cav~ied by any of the other ¢mony troops. The only enemy
troops I had scen up to this time wore the onas in 104 Company's arca, 1 would
cstimate about a platoon in strensth was occupving positiens in 194 Company's arca
and perhaps anothcr sguad of sanpers just on the inacr perimetcr on the cast end of
the camp. The 1rocps that roportoedly enms from tue norlh and west I never saw. The
vroops on the northeorn side of the camp werc venortes te¢ me by LTC Schungel. The
oopb on tho wast nd ol the camp wor\, reporsed by thz comnander of 103 Comnany and
b Sergeont Ja.nm Scrgeant Hanna just said that ther wore surrcunded on tieir CF,
“hs POL dqump was gone, Tac Air, "CWOJ” FACs, =nd Spooky were all on station. Ve
were regelving pood scuplort from Khe Sanh at t s time, I guess about GOLS hovrs, I
was in, on, or ~roond the T at £11 tines, I nod oix woundnd Smericms in the TOC
with me, The flaroes from the cap 'm.d u“c.or‘pbu, sad o had reguested some fraw he
Sanh, The 8L ilortar pit on the Jast zidc of the camp was 'moeck.d out, Tho L2
mortar pit on the wast nide of the cmn w1t lnocknd outesas The remaining Amzricans

were manning the two 50 caliler machine gms ond the 104, The other 104, on the
Last side of the camp, hast bhoon Xnoeked out at abont L,OLS wours, L tank lmocicd

it out. Ve were emploving LAWs from 2L0D hours until 0130 howrs. Cur 106's ware i
caployed from 23L0 hours until OL1S hours at which time the lzst 106 was lnockad out '
by a tank, This 106 was on the west ond of the canp. At thic tim 2o, GNEmY 8anpIrs
were busy with satchel charges in 104 and 101 coap? nies zreas, The 104 company
personnel who had withdrawm into our inner perincior wove Tiring on th: sa
One ol the tanks ceme from the Wes’c., went ocioss 10L cowpany end fnte 161 company
an' blagted the bunkers., Wext, a:rnk from the west toolr ul station to the rear of
the (Ll wmortar pit on the Cabtr end o” the camp. This one kogcked out the 8lmm mortar
and “he 106 that I mentioned earlier. "o got him with a L4"¢ however, he continued
to fire his 50 caliber. Anobher tank ap: eared -~ th:.'% was tl"e £ifth once and came up
within ten meters of the main entrance to the TCC, LIC Schungels LT lonsseeeysand I
were standing by the door, They were manning I4V1s and T was m,jo.sti_ng; Zirc, T went
into the TOC. 4#bout 1} minutes later, LT lonyiypearcsic down 2lsc and abowt one
minute later wno tank shattersd the cirtrance o the TOC where LUC Scwinsel had been
standing. The tank remained out there Tox cbout 17 minutes. e denolished the
entraince to tie TOC and was workin, on thc tower, At this timc Scrpeant Zarly was
wvouidet, Mo was the observer in vhe tower of the TOC, A tanls oo the west end of the
canp pulled wn on the main road ruma’ng dowir the contor of the cams 216 loiocksd out
our last 105 or tae west end of the cam 3., o started roliing uwp voward The TCC, We
had tiro tzals o top of the n:.]J. N, vanls which Sergeant T veported as
coming up Iizinroy 9 in the vicindty of "o‘.‘-’ like Fores OF apgoreonvly aicniit cnter
whe caiyp perdacter wire, but Just sat oulsidc inste d, At this time both the
eatrance auc cxiv of the TOC were blocked and to my Mnelcedpge the persomncl in the
TOC were vae only remaining U,S. personn:l in the camp. The tiic as abeoul 0300,
Persomeld dn the POC includ.d myselif, I longgroar,Sergeant Prillips, raxly, Fragos,
Horeland, and Dooms.

Do thero also were the ViSE caip cowmonder, the VNSE Scrocant injor, the
Comany comanaer of 104 company, my interpyretor Minh, and a CiDG comro wzi.  The
tanlks finished ticir mopping up. Ouc was sitting on top of the TOC and worained
there coout 20 minutes, %hile he wes on top of us, he continued to f£ixc bhis
crmament, -oth the main gun and the cutomatic weapon. At the scime tize scichel
charges wore being throm down the main entrance md the tower, Our comminlcotions
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with the ovtside were gonme. The steiirray and the tower were knocksd out, Satehsl
ciarges and renades coume in sporedicclly for the noxt four hours, Just beforc we -
rcceived the satehels, 2 voice came down snring sowcthing like: "Tuis is LT Wilkins,

Jwaols dowa thore?  Tmmedintely thore ofter an avtomotic weopon was fired dowa tha
botrer,  Bullets ricocheted all over, Mhocver had called down thic tower shoke very
good Buglish, bub I didn't know if % was "ilkins or net. Wilizing told uc later
that ho had called down to vs, A ferr —imuves alter “ilkins e2l-ac ainovher veice
called downle People cl_sg to the volee said that it was Specialis® :.c urry. This
voice also was Tolloved by automatic fire into the TOC. Ve were recelviing satchel
chrer;ue and gromados, I hod extinpuishid »01 ldchts 4n the TOC. Commo was® lost with
all personnel on the hill and with C Compenys “e still had convacht wilth he Sanh.
This was about W00, As I said, we then wocaived four hours of satchel charges,
thema ta gronades, gas srenades enc 125 vy orenades. The ther:ite ‘revade was
throm com the vower at about 0600, cid it started a fire. Jrmedintely after it
vas turoun Gon bhe tower, gas arcuades - G2 or G - were throun in oa ws, followed
by savensl charges irom thoBast and West end of the TCC. The {ire vasa't soreading
bacausc there was very little ventilesion dorn there. T guess itv lacted adout 20
minubes. whe gas steyed around for a lon:, vime, T pave my mask Lo someons else and
I Y20t uy fecs very close to the floor o aveid the pas. When the thcraite and gas
arcancaes wens offy the sappers on ton of was TOC czlled down thra.gh the tower ond
the stairuay in Vietnamesc. They wera saying: "o are poing to blow un the bunker,
80 give upe" The indigenous troops all survendered, AlL I could sce werc black
shapes wmoving toward the door, but LT Longgrear moved to the duver and saw the
inligenous troops at the tup of the stairs being stripped down. All their weapons
wore boken civt 2 couple of the indigenous troops were stripped dowmn to their shorts.
Tolk ucs zoing back and forth between the and thoir coptors in Vistnoiese, One
the prisoncrs was shot on the spet by “he cnmermy. 7The weapon sourded like zn AK-L7.
LT Lonssrerr cmie backs The indigenous orisoners were narched to e top of the
TOC, and we could hear much talking in Vietinamese, IU lasted for ten or fiftuen
minvtos, Ve then heard much awtomatic wenpons fire, and asswacc bac prisoners hoad
been ldlled. Havever, the next morning, T saw no bodies. During the night I
remember observing one truck, 2% ton type oad not onc of ours, driviag down the
rocd varous vhe eamp toward the exit in vhie direction of ILong Troei. T fired on
it from the TOC with unknown results, To avsared $o be corrying bodies. Trucks
scaiad. 0 be noving back ~nd forth across tue comp until ebout 0530 or 0600, it
about 0430, the ¥VA started digging o hole dewm the Morth side of whe T0C, Satchel
chorres and srenndes vore having no effcet on the inside of tuu WO0C, They wers
apparently di<ing 2 hole six or scven f2ct decp, closc to the vont, The digeing
stopped and tnerc was much tnlking roing one Anolhor grennds was tosscd in, and then
the soteucl chorses in the hole wenv off, »lowing out o portion of the north w2ll,
Tt left o hole cbout six feel across and four foct high, The cnemy tarcw fragmenta-
tiun zronade turough this hole, At chovt O705; T was wounded by o frogu.nt-tion
groapde ond L possed out at nbout 030), Ve had been trying to cot ovxr PRC Th back
in oporation, Cormmo with Kne Sanh nnd been lost twico. Ve were wob in commo wibh
Serpocut Ashley and the Laotian Batoalion ot the old camp at this time, The last
convnet T hod with anvore on the top of the comp was when I henrd Serseaxnt Tiroch on
the rode saying: "7 have one round left. The tanks orve coming rishnt ot us " Thet
wog our dast camo with the top of the hill ond care around 0200, '™en I come to,

we hod reesivlished commo with Jerseunt Croig at the Lootion position, and with
FAC, T came to ou zround V1(J heovse I Lecrned thot we hod besn in contzet with
FAC for two hours. T was informed tiact Sergeant Ashley ond o recchtion force were
trying to reach us, They weru in the vieinity of Supply binker nurber two ard were
on forth try. Ashley was taking smnll crms, automotle wazpons, and mortar fire and
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