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AGAM-P (M) (9 Jul 68) FOR OT RD 682278 17 July 1968

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, II Field
Force Vietrnam, Period Ending 30 April 1968 (U)
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SEE DISTRIBUTION  Bspiomage Lavs, Tit.. 1., L. . . rad 794
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1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance
with paragraph 5b, AR 525-153. Evaluations and corrective actions should
be reported to ACSFOR OT FD, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days
of receipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appro-
priate benefits in the future from lessons learned during current
operations and may be adapted for use in developing training material.
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TGIRRTMENT' OF THE, ARMY
[HRAQUARTERS, I1 FIELD FORCE VIEINAM
APO 3an francinco 96266
AVFBC-RE-[i ' 50 AT L
SUBJECTs Operational Report of i dquart 1., II Field forces Victnem

for Feriod inding 30 il 1958, RS CuFCR « 65 (51) (N=DHO=
T0~h) {0)

31 TISTRIBUTICK,

1. (C) 3Section 1, Operationss i tdificunt .ctivitiea.

&e Command.

(1) During the rarorting p ricd there were seven major churges
in the staff, II #:ORC:V.

(a) On 8 March 1968, Iajor Cen:rcl John H. Hay, Jr became the
Deputy Commanding Genernl, II SFORCLY, rerlacine 1ajor General Keith
L. Ware. General Hay had previ'ucly served cs Cormanding Genercl of
the lst Infantry Division.

(b) On 25 April 1968, Brigudi.r Generel John 3.leksen ep:rted
to serve with the 10Yst Adgborre Jivision. Colonel Joseph D. Fitciell,
the Deputy Chief of Stuff,becase tle .cting Chief of Stuff.

{c) On 9 April 1963, Coloncl "iarry C. Jilliims Lecume the ACorls,
Gl, II FFORCEV, after an assimr-ut as Conr..uding Clficer, lst Brigale, '
9th Infantry Division; he rerloced LIC Berrard Y. Des Rochese

(d) m 3 Maxeh 1960, Cole.s Aukivt ' thins neeome the 2Co(3S,
CS, 11 FFORCSV, replacing Columcl Jillics !l a4 tsch.

{e) ©Cn 5 icrch 1968, Ccloa L Jokn . ' 23ton, Jr became the idjutant.
General, II ¥FCRCEV. Zolorel .csten provicucly served av Chief of the
Secretariat for the SYelectiorn 3¢ rd, Cflice of The ..djutant Cerercl,
washington, D.Cs e replaced Ccluncl. Leonarid S. Leee

(£) On 17 Febrw.ry 1968, licutesrnt Colorel Hirold P. laucller
became the Acting Inspector Ger il. 3cfore his present assignrent he
was Cummanding Officcr of the 21 Jotizlion, #9th Infon 1y, 9ta Infantry
Division. 7e 1eplaced Coloncl .!illinm V. Kirchoone

(g) On 27 April 1968, lajor Cleve Cuwaoinsaan bec:me the Informa-
tion Cfficer, II F¥ORCZV. He .cpiaced Licutenant Coloael Jomes We
Jevitt,

(2) The overall aceigned/attiched strargth of 11 FPORCEV increzsed
during the quurter. A cozparisorn at ‘he end of ile last four reportang
pericds follows:

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; g
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. ¢
DOD IR 5200.10 ’

For orap
82218
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AVEBC-Ru=H 20 MAY s
SUBJ=CT: Operational Report of leadqui: ters, I1 Picld Forces Vietnam
for reriocd snding 30 April 1968, LCL Cusult - 65 (RL) (W-irie-

Tu-4) (U)
DAL Or.'ICLR dAldiadl CArICSR ARLISTLD il
31 July 1967 332 37 3248
31 October 1967 323 34 2807
31 January 1968 334 26 2915
30 April 1968 337 27 2983

(3) II FFORCEV COrder of Batile, to inzlude locution and the core
vrol headquarters is shown in Inclosure 1.

(4) A sketch showing the III Corps Tactical Zone (CT2) with major
unit CP locations is shown in Incloswe 2.

. FPersonnel, Health, Morale, Scfety and Discirline,

(1) The personnel situation within units assigned, attached and
under the operational control (CPCOML) of I1 FFCRCZIV remaing satisfac-
tory.

(2) The hezlth of the comm:rd continues to be cxcellent.

(3) Morale of the troops continues at a high level.

(4) During the reporting period, the .iwerds ard Decorations
Divisien processed; apuroved and issued awards az follows:

Nov 67 - Jun €8 Feb 68 -~ Arr 68

Silver Star 17 19

Distinguished Flying Cross 0 4

Soldier's ledal 0 11

Bronze Star ledal 96 14§

Air ledal 119 66

. Arryy Coxmerndation Medal 69. 162
turple Heart A2 29

001 343 440

(6) Effective 1 April 1568, the ALth AFU was directed to conduct
electronic inspecticn of all rcels entering (B mails in an effort to
reduce the amount of contraband roterial of metallic content. During the
period 1 to 30 April 1938, the following statistics wsre reparted:

(a) Numzber of parcels inspected 1504

(b) Number of persons declining to permit 31
inspection of their parcsls
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SUBJECT: O:-rational Repert of Headquarters, II Ficld Ferces Vietnam
for Pericd £aninw 30 Ax il 1943, RCS CSFUL - 65 (R1) (W-DHO=-
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(c) Number of parcels containine a suspicious 7
amount of meval

(d) Number of parcels opened and exswirned by the 7
postal officer

(¢) Number of parcels containing probibited itews ©

{7) Development of the II FFOLCLY base camp cuntinusd satisfectorily.
Status of significant projects as of 30 April 1948 follous:

(a) NCO Club - 958 complete.
(b) Officers Club - 70% complete.
(c¢) Service Club building ccwpleted.

c. Intelligence and Countur intellipence:

(1) Intelligence aspects of tactical operations couducted in the II
FFCRCLV tactical area of interest are discussed in the Cperaticnal Re-
part Lessons Learned submitted by units wider operaticnal control of this
neadquarters,

{2) Intelligsnce Colluction:

(2) Tre human sources ¢ol..ation et i wnl s, ‘f\.i.'illv improved
during this quarter. The pldaceuent ol G ”d SHEN 5.:25ih Miiitary
Intel ligence Group in o« dirceu suy;ert role II P-m ‘.‘ wd the precence
of a full tiwe, thoroughly euijuricnced li‘;j.u.. Gtids oony the G2 Sectlon,
radically ingroved the previocus arvrge.nis, s dforts of thet collec-
tion unit ace now primuridy cad ooy ddly soopor s s Ll roegattrnnts of
to IX FloalllV G20 bell ok il Pro cudts o wd -0 ceawe uely &, yoi
oimplifizd intellipence eollectivu ani sepwrtiis ooy 0t on wplicabls to
ull operetionil wntrol and dir-cl suppawt wnzts f L1 JPORCAV, Also under-
taien was a o .mprehensive cevicw of &l oo llec iog o oniiy slts cimed ule-
timately at the publication of a IX FFCROLY vesicuor ot inteilipence col-
lsction requirements,

(b) During tle past qustes s nae of the Ju .:lrcuce Coerdinction
cad nxploitaiion for AtLack oit Viel ©upy Towv.n s () (300%) progeam
was changed to PHGANIX Lo corriopona ..A Losubtes b Gosectives ot the Covern-
ot of Victnam, The character of s prscvan v mau ehanred tod tne Yis-

trict Intelligence Operations Coordirztiovn Ceaver \va' ol 1o siull the
tasic instrurent for conducting the fight wraiast vhe Viet cong Infrastrue-
ture, The Viet Ccng TET Offensive, ipitiatud au 41T Corps Tactical Zone on
31 Jepuary 1968, brought the PH(SNIX yrogram Lo o .,Hn.i—...-ll as <ll the
2I0CC wers forced, for their survival, to concentraio catirely on collection

3
(\ FOTHWR INAY by
u“\."l\l‘ib-‘l LnIE
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of Hsadquarters, II Field Forces Vistnam
for Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSF(R~ 65 (R1) (W~DHO=
TOo-A (U)

and to reaction to order of battle information, with a subsequent dscline
in ollection and reaction to infrastructure informmtion. However, since
‘s> early part of March ronewed emphasis hus besn placed on the PHOENIX
program and a new director, Mr. Charlss lless, has been appointed for IIX
Corps Tactical Zone. An instruction team for IIT Corps Tactical Zone was
organizad and went to certain DIOCC to inspect thy troining of DIOXC per-
sonnel, This team has the capability of givirg detailed training on in-
telligence collsction ard correlation methods, investigative procidures
and mintenance of intelligence files. A significant gain was mude in
March as the II FFORCEV PHCENIX reypresentative was able to initiate coord-
ination between National tolice Field Force units /nd tactical military
intelligence detachments., At present the PHUXNI{ program is still in the
embryo stage and the next quarter will piobably bu & crucial one in its
developrent. The entire program depends upon the propsr training of per-
sonnel aml coordination between the different agencies, such as the Na-
tional Police, Nationsl Folice Fisld Force, Military Security Service and
Republic of Vietnam Army at the district level, If this training and co-
ordination is accomplished, the program should mset with success,

(¢) The exploitation of prisoncrs of war shoved zontinued improvemsnt
during the quarter as the time for sutuission of the Preliminary Interro-
gation Report was reduced one-third. Additiorally, the coordination was
also substantially improved.

(d) G2 Air:

1, Maximum aerial sureveillance md rocontuissince efforts were in
force pria to the beginning of this reporting gorici axd the enemy TET
Offensive. There was no decrease of effort in 4h:is irea throughout the
period. After the enemy failed to attain his objectives during ths of-
fensive, maximum effort was continued tc provide inforration on the lo-
cation of Viet Cong/North Vietnamsse Aray forcss, his base arecas, rocket
launching positions, and resupply ond infiliraticn acidvities. At the
end of this period, SLAR, RED HAZE, and Visual heconnaissance {VR) were
concentrated in and aroumd the Capital Military Distrizt, and the Bien Hoa/
long Binh complex as a resul’ of intelligence re¢jorcs which indicated a
high probability of the enemy comencing his second offensive prior to 1
May 1968. Effective results by aerial surveillanc: und reconnaissance were
attained by a coordinated effart to use all available e3sets of ths 73d
Surveillance Airplans Company (SAC), the 1st Infantry Division Aerial Sur-
veillence and Target Acquisition (ASTA) Ilatoon, Army and Air Force O-1
aircraft, and the assets provided by the L60th Ticuical Raconnalssance
Wing (TRW) of tho 7th United States Air Force. Ons hurdred percent of tha
preplanned objectives to be acccmplished ty JI FFIRCAV organic aviatior,
a3 designated in the Morithly MACV Aerial Heconnaissance Plans, wis attained.
An averege of approximtely 80% of the prsplanned objuctives to be accom-
plished by United States Air Force tactical rcecrnaissance assets in sup-
port of the III Corps Tactical Zoms was attained. During the reporting
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period, much of the Air Farce reconnuissance éssels noraally supporting
the III Corps Tactical Zone were divartcd to the Deinilitarized Zone Area
in I Corps Tactical Zone,

2. Lffective 1 April 1968, all pre-planaed tarpet areas for either
photographic «wr RED RHiZE coverage weie reduced fron an 21lowabls maximum
of 200 square kilomters to a maximus of 10U equare kilouwsters. This was
dons to conserve both Army ad Adr Furce ascets, There was no ill effect
upon the desired coverage in the IIL Corpc Tactical Zone as additional
but emaller target areas were prs-planned,

3. The area which received the most SL coicraze during this reriod
was in the southwestern area of the III Corys Tuctical Zone in the vicinity
of the area of Cambodia referred Lo as the "Farrot's beak"., Shortly after
the emsmy TET Offensive, SIAR reconnzissance dstected a conspicuous in-
creaso of moving target indic:tors within the Puirol's Beak and in the con-
tiguwous Republic of Vietnam provinces of Tay hinh, Hiu Nghia, and leng An.
This suggested heavy Viet Cong/Noerth Vietramesse iruy resupply amd dnfil-
tration activities., Comnencing durirg ihis perica were interdiction oper-
ations conducted by .fire fly teaus on station with SIAR Mohawks of the 734
Surveillance Airplane Company. This is descrited in more dotail below,

4. R HAZE missions were flown lv all eler-nte. The 73d Surveillance
Airplane Company and the ASTA Plicooa caniucies ns aal coverage of pre-
planned target areas throughout the ITL Corps Tactical /.um as well as tar-
get areas for operational contrul unit imm;;'.uu Yoo ttu.  ReD HAZE sur-
veillance by United States Air Farce elemnio wiu ,»1 turily conducted within
the peripheral areas of the Corpe Tactical lu 8 g

5. The period was highlaphted Ly enathor oo Gt c’xun which
entailed tle we of asrial jlutepo, o, &0 L ., w1 in .l rewomnaissance.,
Clecse to the middle of the ;.r;“\od, Pl Ly agire v dusd <,1 a new .xth~to-

oouth Vist Cong road, partialy bullic-d, in .. ¢ - .haos Loag frovince.,
Numerous Amy and Air Force aerial phcto missioig we oo conducted to obtain
the trace of this road, as well &z misrve. vieass :ceoneaissance missions
by the 73d Surveillance Airpluance Co. i, wid v-L . vrafo,  RLD HAZE was
wod in an attempt to cetoradrn the -..iy, n‘ Yict L vehicular traffic
on this road and the prescace and luL-—L.\A_‘: ol ey vear service alements,
The dense jungle canopy in this area prculuicd reductive SIAR coverage. A
combination of aerial énd groww reconnuizoance dstorained an accurats trace
of this road.

6. During the poriod cwvereu, tro vi-lu (oL i) Mohawk sireraft
asmsets of the 73d Survelllance airplanc Congpany wiciuesed Jion fowr to seven,
and thres OV-lA aircraft, utilized for visuul recomnuissance and werial
photography, were transferred. The ovirall ciange in cission assets were as
follows:

e

QUITERERTLSL
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for Period Ending 30 April 1948, RCS CSFOP - €5 (R1) (W-DHO-
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&, An addition of one RED HAZE sortie per day for a total of four
sortiss. Each is ~apable of coverirg fou- target areas, 100 square kilo-
meters in size. Tre RED HAZE misaions are accomplished during’ the howrs
of darkness when surveillance is of the utmost importance. During the
latter part of the pericd, the significance of infrared emissions increased
due to the arrival of rainfall, The monsoon rains help eliminate much of
the natural and man-made fires that mike it diffieult to discriminate sig-
nificant infrared emissions.

b. The visual reconnaissance missicns remainedl unchanged with con-
tinuwd recmnnaissance of the III Corys Tactical Zone border with Cambodia,
the coastline, and direct suprort visual reconnaissance missions to op-
eratioml control units of II FFRCLV. The caily visval reconnaissance
missions account for a minimum of 15 flying hours,

7. Dwing the last half of the period, SLAR aireraft of the 73d Sur-
velilance Airplane Company and and firafly helicopter teams of the 334th
Armad Helicopter Company were utilized as a target acquisition/gun fire
team to interdict supply and infiltration routes in the Parrot's Beak area
of the III Corps Tactical Zone, The SLAR aircraft was utilized to detect
a moving return which was reportsd in flight to the combination comnand
and control/light aircraft of the fircfly team. If the firefly team was
in close proximity to the tarpet, it commaced the ssarch., If the fire-
fly team was at an extreme distance, the SLAR aircraft flew a "box" pattern
around the target, continuously giving in-flight reports to the firefly
team, to dotermine the direction of movermnt. 1he "“box" pattern was used
to track the target by the SLAR aircrart in an attempt to direct the fire-
fly team onto the target. In six weeks of opcrulions, 182 sampans were
either sunk or destroysd as 2 result cf czploying this technique. To under-
stand better the uperational capabiliti=zs of e~ach &sset, a liaison visit
was made by the firefly team crew meabers to the 73¢ Surveillance Airplane
Company. The brisfings given by the 73d Surveillance Airplane Company
gave the gun team msmbers a better understanding of ths procedures used by
the light ship and gun ships of a firefly team Lo cezrch and destroy the
target. Close coordination was meintained tevwesn the two aviatior com-
panies in regard to tims-on-target mzissions, call signs, frequencies, and
any changes in tactics.

8. Uso of the KA-60 pancramic camera located in the roce of the CV-1
Mohawk has proven bersficiil for many units drsiring coverage of landing
zones ard terrain studies for futurs op.ratiens. Utlliizing the panoranmic
view, tactical commanders as well as aviators c.1 make a detailed study
of approaches to an objective ar landing zone. The choice of landing zones
can be dne entirely from the penoramic photos, to include details of ob-

sticles during the approach, and tur:st3 of oppoctunity for artillery and
air strike preparations.
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QZ?Q,‘J WD LA

X




SR e Ty
0 ﬁdl“i [ AW

~

‘5 v

-,
)

AVFBC-Ra-H

SURJECT: Operaticnal Report of Headquarters, IT Field Foices Vietnam
for Period Ending 30 April 19¢d, RCS CSFOR ~ 65 (R1) (W-DHO=
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(3} Targeting System: The ccthod dzscribed in the previous report
has bean found effective and centinuss in use., The product of the system
has proved to be of extrems value both to the GZ and commander.

(4) Description and Recapitulation of Bnemy Order of Battle:

(a) Description: The Central Oftice of South Vietnam (CCSVN) remains
the supreize military and political heudquarters for Viet Cong/tiorth Viet-
namese Army units in the Republic of beuth Vietnam. The rcorranization
referrod to in tho previous report becaws nore clearly defincd dur.ng the
quarter., The Viet Cong boundaries arn. desiynations of areas within III
Corps Tactical Zone are shown on Inclosure 6., & captured document, dated
21 February 1968 and published by Military Region IV, indicated that the
reorganization might not be as radiczl as suppesed, at first. The docu~
pont made reference to Thu Dau lot and long An Frovinces, which indicated
that thcse several Viet Cong designations may atill be in effect. The
Sub-Region structure probably should more jroperly be viewed as superim-
posed ov:er the existent structure, rather thas having complstely replaced
it. The sub-regions appeur to be inlended primirily to facilitate mili-
tary operations and area conirol and could be cumparzd to “areas of opera-
tion" for main force and local rorce units within them, The designation
of the sub-regior equale tc repgiments ana the 10Lst North Vistnamese Army
Regiment was found to bs organic to Sub-Reyion 1 during the reriod. There
vas evidence indicatirz attenjts te form a regimantal sized wnit ia Sub-
Region IV and the same efforts ars prubably also Leing mede in the other
areas, The sub-rceions do not follow the tradivicnal Viet Cong approach
to political boundaries, nor do they appeer to facilitate post-war polit-
ical objectives., The sub-regions do appcar to facilitat: military active
ities, thus they may have been sstabliched for that purpose while the
political control may remain as it was berore.

(b) Significant Order of Batila Develiopmenic.
&n

1. The stutus cf snewy forces unloraeal censiderabtle chirgs during
the quarter; the cveraeil personnel sirenztr suffered a sicnificant da-
crease, the combat effectivensss of tnits declinad bui the total number
of identified units increased. The table belcw rortrays the coubat effect-
iveness of rogiments and separate Laitalions &b the pegiraing and at the
end of the quarter. Units possibly prescrt, but uot yeto Jiraly recorded,
are shown in parentheses., Tihe table includes wnits in (V Corps Tactical
Zone, located in areas in which the $th U2 Infantry Division cenducts ope

erations,
31 JAluARY 20 WTRYL
FCE__ CE  MCE  KC3 NTAL _Fee  CE_MCE  KCE
Inf Regt 1 7 3 il 1 1 N [
Inf Bn 3 oo 25 25(3) L 540 17(2) 3
Arty Oud 1 1 0 1
7

CONFESENTLLL
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3). JANUARY 30 APRIL

FCE _CE _MCi NCE TUTALS FCE__ CE CE NCE

Arty Regt 1 1 1(1-) 1(1-)

Arty Bn 1 1 1(2) (1) (1)
Sapper En 2 2 21} 1{1) 2}
Recon Bn 1 1 1 1

NOTE: Thers is spscu’ ‘ion that the Dong Thap II Regiment has been re~
farmed in Sub-Region II. If so, the number of marpinally corbat effective
Infantry Regiments listed on 30 Arril abtove would increase to five and the
number of separate marginally combat effactivse infantry battal ions would
dscroase to 14{2) with the totals adjusted accardingly.

2. 'The Dong Nal Reyiment is knavn tc be couposed of three maneuver
battalions, designated K1, K2 and K3, and was situated in the Catcher's
Mitt at the end of the quarter. K1 Battalion was fermerly the D800 Viet
Cong Local Force Battalior; K2 was formerly the 7th Hattelion/568th Regi-
ment/330th North Vistnamese Army Division, and the K2 Hattalion was forme
arly the Fhu Loi I Viet Cong Local Force Battalion. The prizcat K3 Bat-
tslion of the Dong Nal Rezirent assumad that role in Decsmber 1967, re-
placing the former X3 Battalicn which had freviously been designated the
8th Battalion/568th Regirernt/330th North Vietnamse Ammy Divisicn. Upon
leaving tho Dong Nai Regiment in December 19£7, the battalion was desig-
nated as the K3 North Vietnamese Arny Battalion, suberdina‘e to Sub-Region
3. One other battalion wnich had ocen thought to be a component of the
Dong Nai Regiment 3is the Phu Loi II Battalion. Documents captured on 2§
March indicated that this battalicn was forred as the 2d Phu Loi Battalion
of an unspecified regiment of F330B (possibly 33CB North Vistnamese Army
Division), It infiltrated into South Vistnaa in sarly 1967 and subsequently
wus assigned to the Binh Duong Province area io corduct operations in co-
ordination with Ihu Loi I Battalion ind the Dens Nal Reglmert. Prisoners
of war captwed on 20 March substintiated the infererce of the document that
thw Phu Loi II Battalion had never been uuboriinate to the Dong Nai Regi-
mnt. They further indicated that the battalion hud been formed as the Sth
Battalion or the 568th Regiment and became desigznated as the Phu Loi II Bat-
talion in South Vietnam. Though the Battalicn had been schediled to operate
in Binh Duong Previncs, it is apparsnt that thuwe orders wers changed prior
to thw TET Uffensive. Like former K3 Battalion/Dong Nai Regiment - now the
K3 North Vistnamse Army Battalion of Sub-Region 3 - the Phu Loi Battalien
also moved to Sub-Region 3 amd was sutordirate to that urea headquarters.

J. Evidence indlicates that the 10ist licrth Vietnamese Arzy Regiment 1s
no longer subordinate to the 7th North Vietnamese army tivision and is rnow
subordinate tw Sub-Rsgion 1.
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a, Elemsrte of the 1st US Infuntry Division reported on 3 February
the capture of a soldier named Tuxen (sic) vicinity XT73C340. During in-
terrogation ths prisoner of war statcd that he was a member of & {ranspor-
tation unit of the 7th North Vietnamsse Army Division Headguarters, and
that the divisicn itsel £ consisted only of the 141lst and 165th North Viet-
namsse Army Infantry Regiments. The prisonsr of war further slated that
the 101st North Vie tnamese Army Regirsni is no longer a part of CT 7, time
of resubordination unknown, but operctes indspendently in the Tri Tam/Dan
Tieng area.

vicinity of XT744160, included an ordsr awarding Liberation Medals to eight
individuals of X3, Gia Dinh 1 (possibly 3d Company, lst sattalion, 1Olst
Regiment) and X3, Gia Dish 3 of Doan Fhu Loi III (34 Compeny, 3¢ Battalionm,
101st Regiment) for outstanding comiat achlevem=nts during counterwweep op-
erations. The order was signed by Tran Trung Ha, assistant Field Grade
Folitical Officer of Sub-Region 1.

b. Documents capturec by elements of the 25th US Iniuntry Division,

c. Documents and mrisomers of war captured in recent weeks have re-
ferred to the 10lst North Vietnamese Army Regiment a3 tne Phu Lol TII Re-
gir=nt and the suvordinate battali.ns as the lst, 2u and 34 Gia Yinh Bat-
talions. {G2 Commsnt: The foregoing repurts, couplsd with iie established
physical presence of the 10lst hegiment in SJub-iugicr 1, lend credence to
the view that the regiment has been resuburcimated to oubeRegion 1. Par-
ticularly noteworthy is the docunent rerviionsd ia svbparagrarh b, above;
such an order would be mwost unusual if Lhe rscsivipy unit were net subor-
dinate to the issuing agency. 7The detacliant of the JOLst Kepisent from
the 7th North Vietnamese Army “ivisica aleo hax o precedent; frowm July 1966
to January 1967, the regiment cpevated with tre 9th Vietw Cong Division.
Whether Lhe currently aceepted resvboraination oi 2o 10ist Repiment to
Sub-Region 1 is permancnt, or was =ffceted fur the T.T Offensive and pos-
sinle later offensive actions, can nou be detevuined. e desivnaticns Phu
loi III and 1st, 2d and 3d Gia Pinl Battadiors tove heon accepted as an tlso=-
known-as Jdesignation for the regiucit andi its oatuuwlions,

4. On 16 March 1968, un elenwnt of the Zoth 13 Xafuatry Divicion caep-
tured five prisoners of war in the vicinity of 179503, Duving initial in-
terrogation, the prisoners of war revsaled thot tiey wers Trom the >d
Battalion/208th North Vietnamese «~imy, 4-rilicsy bogiicny, and that their
base camp was lecated approximulely 200 oters Lo +ir jplzce ¢ capture.
The 208th Regirent ig reporisdly suboeciosze woothe &4th Viet Cor o artillery
Commara and is organized lite two babidlions=——=tiic 28 wid Jd-—~—eacn of which
contiins three componies. 'The lst Battiulion suffered so zany cuosualties
during its invasion rovement that its reniining perwonnsl vere placed in the
2d and 3d Battalions. ..« primary weso.ca of the unit is the 122m rocket,
Each battalion pousesses 18 rockst LU sachers with two to three rockets per
launcher. The overall strength of the unit wes repicted ws beiny beiween
fowr and five hundred men, Accarding to prisonsrs cf war, the unit began
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invasion from Nerth Vietnam in earliy 1967, arriving in Yay liirh irovince
in June. The unit remained at an unknown location alony the Cambodian
Border in Tay Hinh for about a month, and then moved throyshouc Tay Ninh
and Binh Long for five months. In December, the unit moved south through
Thu Dau Mot into the Saigon area where it took part, on an undisclosed
date, in a "bombardment" of Tan Son Nhut Alrbase. Subsequently, e unit
moved to the location mentioned above., According to the prisoners of war,
the mission of the regirent was to naintain its combat posture with the
objective of striking Tan Son Nhut in the future. All of the jrisoners
of war stated that the mo» .ie of th2 unit was low du: to coustant allied
airstrikes and artillery, and several rocket launc¢hers had been lost or
destroyed. (G2 Comment: The 208th North Vietnaruse Army Artillery Regi-
m:nt was previowsly recorded as a North Vietnansse srwy Rocket Reriment
located in III Corps Tactical Zone first care fraom documents captured by
the 25th US Infantry Division at XT842044 on 27 February 1968. These
documents confirmed the presence of the 3d Battalion, 208th Regiment as
reported by the prisoners of war, aand indicated that the mission of the
unit "in the second phase of the general attack is to destroy all IS air-
craft an1 7,000 Americans at Tan Son Nhut." However, except for the pris-
oners of war, there is little documsnted evidsncs currently available to
suggest that more than two battalions of the 20&th are currently present
in III Corps Tactical Zcne and it has not been adecuately determined if
the 208th is operating separately, or is providing replucenients to elements
of the B4A Artillery Regiment that is currently located in III Corps Tac-
tical Zone.)

5. Two new rocket battalions are probably present in III Corps Tac-
tical Zone; thece are the L33 and K34 North Vietnagsse army Artillery
Battalions. DBoth Battalions had been part of the 40th Morth Vietnamese
Amy értillsry Regiment, B3 Front, located in Koatua Yrovince. II Corgs
Tactical Zone, The two Buttalions are believed to iiave arrived in northem
IIT Corys Tactical Tone late in 1967 or in early 1968, Both units were
originally trainea in thic use of 122um rockets. A captured notebook and
a prisoner of war, however, also mude reference to 1l07mn rocket firing
tables, to 75mmu recoilless rifle ririanp da*a and to transporting ammmni-~
tion for the latter weapons. The prisonei of war, captured 8 April 1668,
also indicated that his unit——-the K34 Bettalion-———and the k33 Battalion
were part of a unit designated the 5th Szparate Regiment. The existence
of the msntioned element is considered doubtful,

6. On 18 February, an estimated five eremy coupanies attacked the
perimster of an Amrican fcrce in the viciniiy of Song be. Sevcn prr.cners
were captured, who stated that they were rembers of the 211tk and 212th
Battalions respectively. These batt.alions had been part of the 52d Norih
Vietnamss Army Regimnt, 320th North Vietnamsse Army Division. The pris-
oners stated they had arrived in FPhucc Lenr Province with the 212th and
213th Infiltration Groups in July 1967. ‘the 211th Battalion was formsd
of one compiny each from the 212th and 213th Groups and one company
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from the reconnaissance clemsnls of 710 Group., possibly identical with the
273d Viet Cong Hegional Company/Milirary Region 10, The 212th Battalion
was composed of the remaining forces of the tws irfiltration groups.

7. It is possible a new baltalion is located in Yiet Cong Ben Tre
Province/Military Regien 2. On 7 Aprii 1968, slaments of the 9th (8
Infantry Division captured a letter of appreciaiion visinity XS580331.
The letter was dated 10 December 1967, and addressed Fhan Ven Ky, a
rifleman in the leconnalssance Unit, D520, It was signed by Ba Tric fer
the Headquarters, D520, At the zame locavion a notebook was captured
which revealed that the unit was armsd with machinegun, moriar and B-4l
weapons. Also capturedwasacircvlar datsd 15 Novewmbsr 1967, and prepared
for the signature of Tu Ket ¢f U520, This oullined regulations to be im~
plemented by personnel of the urii. another batch of docunents ceptured
by clemsnts of the 9th US Infantry Uivision under uninewn clrcumstances
contained a promotion order of Tu Van Thiew from rifleman to assistant
squad leador in C3, D520 (3d Company, 5204k Viet Cong Iafantry Battalion),
Dated 14 Decenber 1967, the order is signed by L= Kgoc Disp for the Heade
quarters of D520, (G2 Comrent: This is the first documented evidence
that the Viet Cong have formsd a new vattalion in Ben Tre Province of
Military Region 2, Previous indicaticns includs Combined Military Inter-
rogation Center Report #US 733-68 in which it was statcd that the 520th
Battalion was formed in late 1947 subordinate to kiea Hoa Province. The
unit had 8 strength of 400, and was organizec wurto thres infantry com-
panies and a combat support company. The designatlon $2Cih Battalion is
consistent with the cover series lor Military legicn 2, und Jends credence
to the existence of the unit.)

8. On 18 April 1968, & wnin of the 159th Tnluntry Brigade (Separate)
(Light) engaped an enemy forc: wicinity JToCifl aun capiurad several
documenty, The ducakents rude rolersics oe ot o3 nalisn, 274th Viet
Cong Regiment, Infiltration Grocp <51 wnd the it vz Vistnomese Army
Sapper Battalion., The sapper “otuadion dad 17rooed Orocp 251 durdng its
invasion leaving Nerth Vietnam :n Getober 1967 and .arriving in Blern Hoa
Province on § April 1968, The buniallon ergonizod inio e keadquarters
elerent and probably {ive compuny-osfzed wains, Jdovlub 2d HYiC-ls.  The
strength of the battelion wus ;iven 2 2860 o o Morch priol ta its ar-
rival in Republic of Vietnam, the Lattalion was reorganized (no explana-
tion given) and an unspecified number of perscanel were transferred. Sub-
sequently, the tattalion was inditated zs huring 2 ‘iecdgaarters element
and three companies, dasignzted HiD-1Z. (G2 Comuant: Despite the refer-
ence to ths “Lth Suppor Battalion”, which vould woriaily label the unit
as having a specialized miesion, there ls doult as to the role the unit
will be assigned. As of the ena of the reporiing peciod, no further in-
formation was available to c¢larify the situation. There also was no
information to indicate the disvasition of the unit detached from the bat-
talion prior to its arrival {n the Reputlic of Vietnam.)
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9. Deactivation of Central Office South Vistnam and Region Forward
Supply Councils: An undated letter, captured on 9 April, vicinity XU-
283215, wrz signed by Ho Van Chau for the Party Committee of C64 (pos-
sibly Central Office South Vietnam Forward Supply Council), The letter
was addressed to a cadre of the Tay Ninh Province Forwerd Suprly Council,
and infermed him of organizational changes necessary because of the new
mission outlined in a resolution adopted by Central Office South Vietnam
for 19681 Forward supply councils at Central Jffice South Vietnam and
region level were deactivated and those at province level should be con-
soldiated and strengthened, If more feasikle, the councils could be
formed into local finance - economy sections or rear service sections to
provide more effective support for armed elements. (G2 Comment: The
document confirms other indications that the Viet Cong are decentralizing
their supply system in order to provide supplies for military forces at
the lowest possible level.)

(¢) Recapitulation:

1. The Viet Cong regions, provinces and special zones in III Corps
Tactical Zone only, controlled 41 local force companies, 15 platoons and
eight units.

2. The btattalien and regimental sized units located within III Corps
Tactical Zone were as follows:

UNTT SUBORDINATION
69th Arty Command COSVN
84LA NVA Arty Regt 69th Arty Command
88th NVA Regt Unknown (possibly 7th NVA Div)
101st NVA Regt Sub-Region 1
141st NVA Regt ';'t;h NVA Div
165th NVA Regt Tth NVA Div
271st VC Regt 9th VC Div
2724 VC Regt 9th VC Div
273d VG Regt 9th VC Div
274th VC Regt 5th VC Div =
275th VC Regt 5th VC Div
12
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Domg Nei Regt Sub-Regioa 5
lst Guard Em COSVN
lst MF Bn Sub-Region 1

8th MF (Arty) Ba

Sab-Region 1

Group 10 Sub-Regioa 4
C 10 Sapper Es Sub-Regiox 6
46th Recon Ba COSVN

K3 NVA MF Ba Sub~fogleon 3
Phu loi IT Br Sub~Region 3
26Tth MF Ba Sub-Reglom 2
269th MF Bn Suo~Region 2
2d ILF Guard Ba Tay Nimh
1,th IF Ba ~wy NMzb
16th LF Bu Sub-Regiom 2
D440 IF Ba Bz Blen
D445 IF Ba Ea Plaa

2d Indeperdemt LF D

Sub=-Regien 3

50¢.h IF Hm Sub-Reglon 3
24 IF R Sub-Reglon 1
3d LF Ba.. Sut-Regiox 5
4th IF Ba Sub--Rernlem 4
5tk LF Ba Sut~Keglen 3
6ty LF Ba Sub-Reglen 2
7th LF Bz Sub-Reglen 1
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NOTE: The decignation of "Main Force" and "local Force” battalioms as
wall as the subordination of such umits has been in a state of flux amnd
are presented as being teatative at this time.

3. The following units, ome regiment, two maim force separate
battalions, and five local force battalions were located in mortherm IV
Corps Tactical Zore, am area im which the 9th US Infantry Division com-
ducted operaticnss

¥e UNIT ¢ ' SUBORDINATION

Dong Thap x Regt ' Military Regiom 2
295th MF i& Mlitary Reglen 2
518th MF Ba Militery Region 2
5024 LF Ba Kien Phucng Province
504th LF Ba Kien Tuong Province
512th LF Ba Ar Giang Province
51th LF Bh My The Province
516th IF Ba Ben Tre Province

4o Units possibly present in III Corps Tactical Zorme include one
artillery r~egiment, three infaniry battaiions, twe artillery vattalicns
and omo sapper battalion as fellows:

BT SUBORDINATION

208th NVA irty Regt (=) Poasibly 69th Arty Command

K33 Arty Bn ' Possibly 69th Arty Cosmand

K34 drtvy E,n Possibly 59tk Arty Cormand

amwm Military Region 10

212th ' Mlitary Region 10

520th Ben Tre

4th NVA Sapper Ba Unknown (possibly 5th VC Div)
U
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(d) Summary of Recent Activities:

1. As noted in the previous report, the eacay's TET Offens’ ve wes
initiated in III Corps Tactical Zone on 31 January 1968. The ofiensive
was designed to selzs and hold key governmeatal and milltery installations
in Saigon, the provinmelal capitals and district headquarters. Addition-~
ally, the key military isstallations of II FFCRCEV, IXIX Coxps, Eiea Hoa
and Tan Son Mhut Alrbases wers prime targets., The base camp of the 1st
and 25th US Infantry Divisions raceived particularly neavy attacks by
fire during the offensive, It becams kuown that the enamy Lad intended
to establish a revolutionary goverament or at least achieve a position
of strength from which to call for peace negotiatioas if the offensive had
succeeded. That the offensive had falled was clear within one wedk after
it wvas initiated, though docuwents and PW indicated tnzt Phase I of the
offensive waa scheduled, Phase II occurred on 18 February, theugh the
scope and intansity of the attacks fell far short of the earlier phase.
The Phagse II plaaned attacks were urquestionahly interdicted by Allied
operations to such an extent thal they actually posed mo serious threat.

2o In the Saigon-Choion-Tan Son Mhut area, the attecks were conducted
by the C-10 Sdpper Battalion; 24 Independent und 2d, 5t and 6th Local
Force Battalions; 267th and 269th Main Force Battelicns; D-16 Battalion,
and possibly the 3d Battalion cf ik 271st Tufuniry Regimeni supported
by the lst Muin Force Battalion w.d the 3d end Lth local Force Battalioms,

3. The Bien Hoa/Long Binh couplex was attacked by tae 5th Viet Cong
Division and the U1 lecal Forco Battalion, betwewn 31 January and 2 Feb-
ruary. Both the 274th and the 275th Regiments o the 5tk Division sufferad
heavy casuulties durlng *those attacia enl iimelistely trevealtar retired
to eastora U-l area or into the Cotcloers Mitt,  Cioce tae wlduls of March,
howover, the 43 Battelien of the 274th fopiment iu btellisvad to have beea
located in the vielmity ¢f Thu Duc in ihis Capitul falitury doirict and
elements of the 275th Rezlwent hive buen in ssuthawu War Jone ¥i". The
division ac a whole was eagaped iv extencive »esu.ply, replonishireat of
persoanel and retraining throvgrovt wost of tih. perlod oines TET,

4o The 9th Viet Cong Divisicn conducted opsratious io the western
Capital Miiitary Digtrict ard Sub-regions 1 and 5 durianz Februery and
March, 4s of the rdddle of Mareh there were inllcstlons thal elements
of the 7th Forth Vieilnamese &rmy Division wave replaciny thems There-
after, all regiments of the Yth Viet Cong Divislon lLzgan a greduwd with-
drawal northward end & the and of the period wore probebly leceted in
northwestern Sub-Region 1 and southcra Binh Long roovinca. It tu to be
noted, however, that en 14 April, the reconnaiassenco campany of the 272d
Regiment was identified in the Hoc Mon area morthwest of Salgun. At the
end of the perioed, documents takor from a body in tho western Capitol
Mlitary Ddstrict Ldentltred the veconnnlissancs cowpeway of the 2732
Regiment, Thaugh there were conflicting reports concarning the lccation
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of the 9th Vidt Cong Division during April, it is probadle that the major
elements of the division were in the vicinity of the lMichelln Plantation
a% the end of the month, The prcsence of reconnaigsance units in the
Capltal Military District in the month of April, however, indicated that
the division was planning further operations in the Capital Militaxy
District in the near future.

5+ The 7th North Vietnamess Army Division, minus the 10lst Regiment
vhich was resubordinated to Sub-Region 1, generally failed to participate
in the TET Offensive or post-TET actions on any large and continuing
acale, Two regirents——the i4lst and the 165th——of the division, appeared
‘to bave been assigned the tasks of blocking US forces, interdicting lires
of commmication and providing security fos Viet Cong/iorth Vietnamese
Army lines of commmication. The two regiments were identified in contacts
during the first part of the month. During late Murch end throughout most
of April, however, the 7th North Vietnamese Army Divislon, like most of
the enemy units, had moved away from the Capital Military District inte
cloge-in bage areas whare they largely avoided major contacts.

6. The 10)st North Vietnamese Regiment was identified during the TET
)ffensive in the Go Vap District of northern Saigon and the Capitel Milltary
District. Tho 10lst Regiment was the only unit of that slze which failed
to withdraw from the Capital Military District. Reporis received early in
4pril indicated that the strength of tha unit had declined to approximately
300 men, thereby making it the most decimated of the exemy's regimentse

7~ The 88th North Vietnamese Army Reglment was engaged to a very
Ymted extent during the period. It reportedly had the mission of act-
irg a3 general reserve and its lack of major contacts during the pericd
gubstantiate that report. Fascd on sevcral prisoners of war reporta dur-
ing the TET Offensive, it had been speculated that the regiment might have
bad the missicn of furnishing replacexmcents to the 5th Viet Cong Divisioen;
howover, no fim evidance o7 such a function was gver received. At the
erd of the parlod, the 88th North Vietnamese Army Regiment was unlocated,
tut was probably in the Long Nguyen Secret Zonea.

8. Tuie Dong Nal Regiment began and ended tho quarter as the strongest
of the enexy's 10 infantry regimeats. Elemeats of the regiment onpgaged in
sevaral attacks throughout the period. On 1 8nd 6 February, respectively,
elemants of the rogiment wero angaged in the vicinity of Phu Cuoag, and
on 4 Felruary, .the attack en Tan Uyen was suspected of having been conductad
by tho regiment’s 2d Battalion. Contacts with elemonts of the regizent
continued throughout February and most of March, After 19 March, there
vere no identified contacts with the Dong Nai Regziment until 15 4pril at
which time an Arny of the Republic of Vietnem unit was attacked near
XT1954222. 4 prisoner of war captured durizg-tho action stated that he
wvas a mexbaer of the K2 Ba%talion, Dong Nail Reglacr.. at the exd of the
pericd, ths rogimant remained in the Catcher's Mitt area, doubiless preparing
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for future missious.

9. Ia swurury, the quacter beoz: vith the enony forees engaged din

Ey)

a full scale offensive., Witnin one woik the major force of the offensive
had been expended and the contaets Lecuunu pore spovadle and less intense.
On 18 Februayy, Phase II of the TET Offensive was inltlated, but with
conslderably les. force than earlier. The remalnder of the quarter was
chsractorized by periodiec havassin: avtocks, oelmurily by fire, regroup-
Ing, resupply and veplenishing persennel losces. ot the ead of the guarter,
though intelligence indicated tae development of sacther major cffensive,
the enexmy had failed to alter bis recenl relatlvely iuactive role. 1t
is considered protable ihat allled op°~-ut.ions Lad wein disrupted the
eneny's ti.mo‘schedule. However, centinucd si.:}.ti:.gs of exeiy elexents
converging '.m the Capltel Mi liwry “latrict end the continund forward
wovenent undlcachi.nv of supplies, weapons aad murdilons iadicate that
the enemy plans to engage in ancther wojor offenslva to selze Saigon,

{

(5) Viet Coag/North Vistrmazcse Battle Logse
VIET CONG/NOXTI! VIETWAMESE ARM B.TTLE LOSuod

{ SHLL ORE) SERESR CE

Kii B AN TG Al UEADIUS (TCNS)
FEB 1968 7,948 210 L7 1,200 438 169
MAR 1968 3,417 212 117 505 200 132.1
aPR 2743 29 L@ w29 144.2
TOTAL: 14,008 €18 34 2,216 343 445.3

NOTE: The &v. se sravlstics »opocclt dhivie weeny soobes Llutlicted by

nited Statcsi'ros Wordd MIlt.uvy (o o Jortes personzel ani do not
lnelud: lozses infliected by & oculllc of Viotuni fesy.

(6) Viut Cong/Bortin Vicl.livae aimy Gheles:

(¢) The post slguiffcant chuslu du eaenr tazcioc 20 ovzar dwoing
this quarter vas the villin noss to "i’;"t e «Illc !l aintrolled breags as
opposed to the leoecales oL wint L Looat mefer eoneaat, sl wira largely
in excuy controlled i disuvuned iS5 hi._ tacide woy ddictanod by the
ebjectiveo of wstublishing & rovel iuiviu.T o nocd in
the more populated aica o1 X.. Corps Jacilewl Zonu. Thourn zulor angage-
ments doelined dn the sceonc uall’ of the cuartes, "oy eswuy {orces re-
mained largely in close-in raje areos.

(b) & second urca of mujor laciloud Cliigo <o AJ%ed 1L wue eploy-
ment of the 1222 rocket., Z.nl.juicnl ircluuscd graatl, duving tou perded
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not enly in the number of attucks, but also in thc number of targets,
The ettack on Vung Tau on 23 April marked the first time thai installaiics
was attacked with rockets and also the farthest south that that wespor

had been used. Among the changes in rocket caployment were the following:

le Greater variation in tiue of firing. while major uttacks still
usually took place in ths early morning hours, attacks of smaller scale
were noted virtually trhroughout the day.

2+ In at least one instance, rockets were fired using rc launch
tube of any t,pe. The rocket rested upon an "A" frame and wag fired in
that manner,

3. Whereas previously, it appeared that rockets were employed only
by major elements of the 844 lorth Vietnamese Army Artillery Regiment,
it was apparent that small elements-—possilly even sections—were placed
in direct support of infantry units or operated separately in conducting
attacks oy f{ire.

ke The symmetricul layout of ithe famllur L-shaped trenches gave way
to asymmetrical rectanguler trench systems.

5+ Instead of closely guirded, isolated lawich positions, ihe enexy
frequently sought pesltions lmnediately adjacent to friencdl; units {rom
wvhere a few rounds were quickly launched and an vscape zadse before de-
tection,

6. Rather tban tie prcviously-uscd positions completely in the open
and adjacent tc wooded creas, sites were found dctually within vooced areass

7. Indications were found in a few irstances that the carrying tube
rather than the regular launch tute ma; have been used in firing some rockets.

8. A document captured on 25 March, ice tified as a directive of the
69th Artillery Commard, contained the following poirts:

{13 Artillefy attacks sre best made during the day particularly when
the target is an airfield.

D. A contipuous barrage followed by withdrawal i3 best.

Ge Harassing fire with ome or tw rocxets at irregular intervals
during daylight is te be increaged.

d. Weapons should be erployed at various locatlons so as to conluse
counter-battery fire.

(7) Hnemy Capabilitdes, Vulncrahllities and Relative Probatiliity of

»re
=
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Adoption at the end of the Quarter:
(a) Capebilitiess
1. Attacs

8y The cnemy is capable ol conducting aunother offensive, aimed prin-
cipally at Saigon-Tan Son MNhut end Blen Hoa-Long Lich, with clecments of
the 7th North Vietnamese Arwgy Division and ithe 5th and Gth Viet Cong Div-
i{sions, the Iong Nei Regiment and separate Maln Force and lLocal Force Bat~
talions.

b. The 84th North Vietnemese Army Artillery Ragiment, the posaible
203th North Vietnamese Army Artillery Regiment and the poasitle K33 and
K3/ artillery Battalions can attack lucrative tergetz throughout III Corps
Tactical Zone independently or in support of ground uitacks,

ce The separate main force and Jocal force battalions are cspadle of
cenducting limited attacks aguinst allied units, lines of commnicotions,
outposts and installations withiu thelr respectlve ureas.

2+ Defend:

a. The voemy is capable of dofending bage aress in War Zone "I,
Binh long and Phuoc long Proviuces with clements of tne 7th liortn Viet-
namese JAruy wad 9th Viet Conyg Divisions.

be The anemy 1s capable o7 deferding base aress {u Vor Zona "I" and
Ba Bien Proviuce with elements of tne “th Viev Conp wiviclon and the Dong
Nal Regimeat.

3. Rednierces

o Thue cramy 1o cupable of lmuudiately reluforcing wn atiack on
Salgon or vicinity with four Yettallons from lhe northern provinces of
IV Corps Tactical Zons.

be The caeny 1is cepable ¢ soirterciug vith uvislon groups of un-

known slze which are now imdicuted Lo bve movriug in's the 11I Coros Tuctical
Zond,.

Le Hthdrew: The enumy ir upuble ol troouidn s centact wad vitlorawing
to relatively more secure areas ot ¢ fizs ol Ll cuocsing,

20 Othar:

8+ The enaxy is capabla o _eplacing his niavy . rscanel lesuos,
suffered during the TET Offaasive, oy upgradiig gnor-illss and by recelving
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replacements from North Vietnem,
b. Tho enemy is capable of conducting resupply at the recul. . d ~ie.

(b) Vulncrabilities und Weukmesces:

1. The enemy's severc logses suffered during the quarior rav  -alsed
a ssrious gap in personnel familiar with the tooicin,

2+ By sometimes hasty firing on uircraft, tre enemyr hac toconme ine
creasingly vulrerabls to air cavalry, wrrillery aud tactical alr stoikes.

3. The enemy's extended llres of ceozmunlcaticns are subjcet o ip-
terdiction.

4e The enery's military opersiicns aru vulnerable cccause of poor
timdng ceused by political pressure.

5. The euexy is susceptible to hls >un propus:inda as in exy-eling
a popular uprising during the TET Oifencive,

6. The eremy is weak in medical facilizdes snd sugpiica,

7. Upsiuding of guerrillas n-v g n W SepFls Luflarese
&nd control in the countryside.
8. Deteilorated leccer:sidp, duc ' o. L- 2 328 g B=e o ° &E

tactical errors to be mude, und Sy fo to ool

9« The enczy is vulneratle %o rgupcricr L1t Tirer
especlally In the proviices surroundling the Curit:l [dlituyy Liszirict,

(¢) Relative Pro¥%atility of .dontlon =t tie Lrc ol “ne u..i.r:

e & secord offengive, similer to the Ti0 C_:-n:‘vu Sut neshahly
more coacextrated on Saipgoz-Tan Son Nhul ana blon dro-lol g opirh ond
utilizing more main force units in the Saigon attecl is notulle early
in the ensuing quarter.

2. I allled operaticns coutirue to inisrript the cnany's 2ian for
a second offersive at an carly date, it L5 prolndle ting the anwy wilil
witiirvau major elerc¢ris of his forces to zors seaire trcas lu cxder to
recoive redlacezents and to retrala, Continued harassicg attacis, par-
ticularly by fire, ere pro:atle ir such a withdrawml 15 efTccte.

d. Operations, Plars ard Trainire,

(1) Imtreduction,

2
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(2) During the reporting perind, II FFORCEV coudncted operitieus
in all of the 11 provinces iu IIT Corpy Tactical Zoag, and ia soveral
provinces of IV Corpe Tactical Zonc., Large unit sperations wire con~
ducted as follows: 29 by US forces, four by Frec world Militiry assistance
Forces aad seven combined operatlcns in which at least one maneuver tate
talion under the  operational control ol this headquarters participated
with units of other netlionse 42 lerge wnit operaticis resulted in contect
with the caumy. .

(b) The highlight of the pericc came on 31 Junuary wit: the US/F.RLAF
and ARVN forces response to the VC/NVA TET Offensive. The objective of
this offensive was to seize aid hold key goverimental and niiitery ine
etallations in Salgom, the provincial capltais und district headquartiers,
Primary military targsts in the 1II Corps Tactical Zone were II FFQRCLY
and III Corps headquarters ingtallations and the Bien Hoa and Tan Son
Fhut airbuages, This offersive “:ad come &s ro surprice; friendly ferces,
aware of the enemy's intentioas, had been redevleycd prior to the atuacks,
and met the offensive with repid reacticn of mencuver forces, tactical air,
army aviation ard artillsry, which combined to produce an overwhelming counter-
offensive, Operations in and around Salgon wers conduciced by Tesk Fores
WARE, Within the first week it becams eleer ihat the wnowy was defeated in
its offort to galn an important militery victery. Cn 18 February, Phase
II of the ofrensive was to have begur az a seccnd altcapt at atteinlrng the
goals of the TET Offensive, It enemy's eperaticns had becn interdicted to
the polat that no msjor attacis wers initisted. lMipning-up operaticns
cortinued wuntil 9 Maxch, and o 41 March the £I IPOLCEV drdifaved Cexblaed
Operation QUYLT TiLC in covomiinaticn wud oo mernide ©atr “oublie of
Vietnam arwed Jorcce and Naviorel Mlice oo :usk oul wnd destroy enewy
units in the Cepitel Mililory Distiiey end (i A M:teiet and in Long An,
Hau Nghia and Binh Dovy Previnces, cud to conduct prezpt Zcllow-up cperations
by psychological and civil reconsiruction activities, On 7 April, Operation
QUYET THANG terminated. hsving destroyed or dis»rorsod mest enaay forces
from provinces surrounding Lo Saigen area. Thne fillowing day Cempeisn
TOAN THANG began as & combined offcisive throughout ihe III Corps Tactical
Zone, to complete the destructicn of enemy elaoments atild newr Saigon, to
redch out aud destroy main force uniis in rewste regicns ead to punstrate
enemy bage areus and dery the enemy use of theme. During the first two
months of the reperiing pericd, the chemy dexcastrated aggressivencss and
a villingness to becoms enga ed in decilsive lecal bettles. but during April
the Viet Cong and North Vieiraweze Arwy forces increasingly avolded contact.
As April wore om, intalligence reporis began to incicale thaet enexy forces
vere reorganizing and re-equipping for a possible aitack of the same msgmi-
tude as the TET Offensive. Om 24 Apil, IT FFORGLYV cud ILI Corps comzcnced
redeployment of forces in and a—ound Zapitcl Midltary District to preveat
the ememy from =  massing wi-bin Saigon, sud to destrcy ccem units before
they could reach the city. iVNAF aad Nailonal Poll:e fovces corducled
operations in Saigen and Capital Military District. [T FFOKCEV uxnits assumed
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responsibility fer areas on the outer perimeter of Capital liilitary Dig-
triet and conducted operations decigmcd 1o orgage and defeat the ¢uaem
along major invasion reutess Definces of erifical military inst.!lations
outside the Saigen area were-reinforced. The eremy offensive, however,
failed to materlelize by th< ond of the renorting pericd.
3

(¢) Meanwhile, a number of other operations continued wud others
were initisted. These parallclcd or complemented the main eficct of
des*roying ecnemy units which hed engoged in the TET Offensive. Oper-
ation YELLOVSTONE continued in progress until 24 February with the
aobjective of neutralizing War Zonec D and interdicting invasion and
escape routes in that area, Operation SARATOGA, iritiated ca 8 Decembe:
1967, continued until 10 March &s a rcconnaisseace in -rcc in support
of pacification. Operation SAN ANGELD was conducted in northern Phuoc
Long Province from 16 January to 9 February, with & major ebjcotive of
destreyiang enemy main force umits there, Operations LaM SON 68, ENTERFRISE,
RILEY, and NARASUAN provided distant security for pacification operations
while ARVN forces provided close~in security. Operation WILDERNESS wes
initiated on 11 March to destroy enemy forces operatinz in Tey Ninh Prove
ince. It continued untdl 7 April, wvhen Campaign TO.N TKANC commenceds II
FFORCEV elso conducted a auxber of operations in the IV Coros Tactlcal Zone:
HOPTAC (1 June 1967 = 7 February 1968), and HOPIAC I (& February - 30 ipril),
to secure construction of the Dong Tum Base Cemmp; CORONADO X (18 Janpuery =
13 February), an airmobile and riverine operaiion in Dinh Tucng and Kicr Hea
Provinces; TRUONG CONG DINH (7 March = ), a combined US/AFVY operatica to
locate and destroy ememy main force and other units ia Diih Tusrg Srovince,
and PEOPLES ROAD (17 March = ), %o secure enginzer paving operations along
Highway QL 4 east of Cai Iay. CORONADO XI and XII (14 Februeury - 7 Yerch),
were conducted under tho opsrational control of Sealor .idvizor, IV Corps
in coordination with elements of two ARVN divisious to locait and destroy
enemy forces southwest of Can Tho. During the period as well, a number
of operations of relatively short duretion were corducteds Ozerations

PINNARD (6 March - 7 April), CLARKSVILLE and LOS BANOS (both 24 March -
7 April), COOKTOWN ORCHID (1 = 7 April), and ATLAS I, CARLISLE and
WATERFORD I (all 4 = 7 April). These operations will not be discussed
in detail,

(d) Australian and "hal FWlAF Jorces contimmed operatione in II
FPORCEV area of operetions, under the cperational control of II FFCRCEV.
The lst Australian Task Force participated ir tliree opercticrs during
this reporting veriods Operation COEURG (24 January - 1 ilarch), a
reconnaissance in force operation in area of operatloa COLU-BUS, beiwees
Highwey QL 1 and the Dong Nal River northeast of Long Binh; Operation
PINSARO, in the Muli Chau Vien Mountains southeast of baria, znd COOKTOWN
URSAID (1 = 7 april), a lund-clearing operatior in Phuoc Tuy Province.
Since 8 April the lst Australian Tagk Force has prrtieipated in cal;m
TOAN THANG in the sume general arca &s COOKTOWN CaCiID., The Royal Thal
Army Yolunteer Regiment conducted Operation NARASUAN in the Nhoa Trach
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District, from 20 Octeber 1967 watil 7 ipril 1968, then begza participation
in Operation TOAN THANG.

(e) With the TET Offensive, the ememy aitempted to dicrupt and inter-
dict lines of communicaticn, Highway 2L 1 east and wezt of Saigon and
Highways QL 4, LTL 5A and QL 15 south of Salgou were the major targets.

The enemy, however, falled to block these routes and tney remzined open

with added security me2sures. 3By 30 april, the status of most highways

had returned to that of the pre~TET period, bBecause of continuing pressure
upen the enemy, some routes were consldvred even morc secure than before

%1 January. Water lines of ccmmnication were rot serisvsly effected for .
use by Vietnamese. Use of waterways leading to Saigoa for military pnrroses
by friendly forces w:s seriously curtailed during and immediately after

TET, but by the end of April they wers considercd to have reached a level
of security comparable to that of the pre-TEI period.

(f) During March and April II FFORCEV prepured and undertcok the
execution of combined RVNAF/US/FWMAF Operction QUYET THANG (11 March - 7
April) and Campaign TOAN THANG, which bogan 8 April. Both were fuily
coordinated and requircd operations orders to be published in both Vietw
namese and English, Thess operctions were waigue ir IIT Corpa Tactical
Zone &nd reflect the close aasociation thal nhas developed baiween IIX
ARVN Corps and II FFORCEV.

(g) II FFORCEV during this reporting period for e first time
utilized a new technique in rendering comba*t support woe LIUN elements
in the III Corps Tactical Zone, thut of placing US Armered Cavalry
squidrons and mechanized Infantiry battalions ia direct suppert of AR
Irfantry divisions. Tnis technique, espleyed with the ARUN 18th and
25th Divisions, proved extremsly successful in enhanciug ARVN firepower,
aggressiveness and spoesd of resctlon.

(h) Shortly after iia TET Cffansive wag indtlated, G3 was given the
migsion of prepering & comprehensive trieting and aficr action report on
allied operations during the TwT (Offensive. The brie.ing was presented
some 20 times for civilian ard milltery ligaltaries in muny dicfereat
locatlons. Froa tne Chairaan ¢f whe Joiut Chiefs of Staff tu soparate
battalion cormanders, the r:aponso has been ore of intorest snd enlight-
enmant, This briefirg will be ‘ncorporcted ints the sfter action report
of the TET counteroffensive.

{1) Operations by Compery ., 51s% Ietantry {Loag Runge Patrcl) continued
to center around the conduct o: loug raeings recompRigsrace And ‘rail-wateh,
ambush misslons in support of elavienic ander uba nnecetionel coutrel of II
FFORCEV, From 1 February 1968 until 22 April 1968, Company F operated
under the control of the 199th Inianiry Brizade (Separate) (Light). From
1 Februury 1968 until 7 February 1998, the company corducted missions im
the Catcher's I4itt reglom, east of Higiuway LTL 16 and north of Bien Hoa,

<3
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~ From 7 Feb until 28 March, the comony participated in (pewo tions

ULIOKTOM III/BOX SPRILGS in the ssme general greca. #rom 28 .arch
until 10 A:ril, Company F participated in Operation JILDuEN:US in Tay
Ninh rrovince, and from 10 April wntil 22 april, in Campaign 0N TG
in area oI operations COLU:BUS II, nurthezst of long Binh. Gu 22 april
Company * went wnder the operational control of 2d “rigade, 25t! Inlan~
try vivisiin and operated out of Cu Chi in the region south i Juc .03
After 29 April, the unit was placed wnder the operction:l ecntrsl of
the 3rd Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division, once more in the Cat
hitt area. Long range patrol operations resulted in the follc
cnemy losses: 61 killed, four caplured and 14 detaineas avnrcha. tirde
friendly losses from enemy action were six woundad. There were ro casu-
alties from hostile ~ction during either tirch or April. This feet is
credited to increased experience anl crofessionalism on the w-ri of »er-
sonnel on patrols. A number of .specialized procedures have t.en dopted
by Company F to faciliiaie its operations, among thoms

1 A nev techrnique has been develooed o adjust artillery fire uhen
patrol teams locate the enemy, Iormally, the aeriul relay (-1 aircr:ft
is used to adjust artillory fire recuired by a patrol tean on the yround,
and the encmy tends to believe that he aireraft made the siritin: and is
directins: the artillerr fire. Under theose conditions, when the enenty
secks covux from the airver:ft, he usually cxroses hinmsell to the roteol
team, and the to.m, using the aircraft wu 2 roeley, is ule to brinrs of-
fective fire upgon the cnewy frou sightings mace on the ground.

2 Deceptive touchdoims have corntinued to be successful in eahancing
secure insertions, and it h:s been found as well th.t deceotive eoxtir.c-
tions can be equally effective. When 2 te.m has made a minor cont ot
or has becen sighted, an atteapt is made to ceceive t.e cremy by muiing
it appear that the team is exiracting from 2 arva. Cunsiips cee ox-
pended around the team's position. The tenm throws smoke, and the 1lift
shipg touch down in the landing zocne anl remain there for a minute hufore
taking off empty. To the enemy it appcars that the team has beon ex-
tracted, but in actuality it has remain:d and continues the mission.

3 On extromely dark nights, when pilois have difficulty disceming
ground features, the hominz device on the U4-1H model helicopter hus
bean employed to locate teams in emersency situations. The techniaue
is as followst: The tecm depresses its radic handsat and breasks the
squalch at 10-cecond intervals waile th commond and control ship lomes
in on the signals. Usinz this method, the command and control elemont
is aware when its helicopier is directly over the patrol's position.
Vhen the helicopter is directly overhcad, the patrol then employs &
ground signal lisht and the helicocters can move in for the extroction.

4 A mwodified harness from a T-10 paractute attzch~d to a 120~
foot nylon rope has been uscd succecsfully to oxtract woind2d by

2
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helicopter. Although the harness reaquires a few sore secoads & .00k
up than the ctandard licSuire ris, it can completely secure an wicth=
geious man by the use of snap links.

5 The M-72 light anfi-tank weapon hus proved an effectiwve means
of aiding a2 light tean in breaking contact. Firve from this wen:.on,
which is extremely effective against persomnel, has been shoun to
create momentury disorganization among the enemy, thus givinz time
for the team to break contact.

(3) The following changes occured in force structure during
tne reportin;; period:

1 Gainss

Kb

a Squa.uror. Cy 1lst armored Regiment, Royal Australian Armore
Corps “arrived in country on 15 Pebruary and was assigned to th 1st
Auwstrilian Task Force.

L The 6th Battalion, 31st Infantry arrived in country on 7 ispril
and wat assigned to the 9th Infantry division.

¢ The 5th Battalion, 12th Infantry arrived in cmn"-' an vasg
assimmed to the 199th Infantry Brigade (Separate) (Light) on 7 April.

d Three infuntry company vackets arrived in country betueen 8
and 12 Pebouary and were os ssigned 0 tre 199tk LiTerrry Trigcde (Sep-
arate ) (th,m:).

& The 7th squadron, ist Air Cavalry was asrcigned to the 12th
Aaviation Group on 21 cbruary.

f The 5th Battalion, 42nd Artillery arvive: in country and wus
assigned to the 54th Artillery Group on 15 April

2 losses:

& The lst Brigade, 101st airboine uivision was ceilo od to Y Corps
Tactacul done wnder the operciional control of IIZ rarive sapnivivus
Force,

b The 3d Squadron, 5th Cavalry (-) was deploy:é to I Corss Tactical
Zone and became operaticnal control to the lst Air Caveiry Division on
26 February.

¢ Coxmpany C, 2nd Battalion, 34th Araor was act che. 1o the srd
Squadron, Sth Cavalry (-) effective 17 February ané denloyed to I Corps
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Tactical Zone with thut unit.

d The 1st Batialion, 321st artillery, 2¢ Brigode, 10lst :irborne
Division denloyed to I forps Tactic:l Zone and hecame oparcticnnl con=
trol to the lst Armored Cavalry Division on 18 Februcry.

e Battery G (.50 Cal NLG), 55th Artillery deployet to tie II Corps
Tactical Zone for duty with the Americal Division on 13 april.

£ ‘the let Battalion, 83rd irtillery depleyed to I Corns Tactic:l
tone on 19 rarch.

£ 'The 2nd Battalion, 11th Artillery was deploycd to I Covs
Tactical Zone on 8 l.arch.

h The 17th issault ilelicopter Company was attached to the 16th
Aviation Croup effective 16 H.rche

i The 188th issault liclicopter Company was attached to tle 16th
Aviation Group effective 16 larch.

The 200th Assault supvort Helicopter Company was attachad to
the 16th Avi.tion Group eifective 18 iwrch.

k The 308th Combai iviation Battalion was attzchel to the 18th
Aviation Group on 16 iarch.

3 Sxchange of Units. The 1lst Battalion, Royel .ustr:licn Regi-
ment replaced the Tth Royal Australizn Regiment o 9 soril, ari was
assirned to the lst sustrolian Task Force. Tue 7th Austrelian Regi-
ment returned to Australia.

4 Change in Dasignation. The designation of the 4th Field iegi-
ment, Royal Aiustrulian irtillerv was chanted to the 12th Field :degi-
ment, Royal Australian Artillery on 13 .pril. o change in ox unicas
tion took place. '

Traininr. During the period two Infantry battaiions, one e.ch
from the 18th zand 25th Infantrv Divisions, Army of the Te:ublic of
Vietnam, completed the Battalion Refreshexr Training Progran, with the
exception of the Concluding svaluation Zxercise. 4his treining was
conducted by the 9th Infantry Division.

(2) Ovcrations Initiated rior to this Reportin~ reriod.

(a) Operation sNP:RPRISS was initiated on 13 Pebrucry 1967 by the
3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Livision in long An .rovince in coordination

26
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with Army of the Republic of Vietram, kepional Porce/iopulnr Jforce and
rovineial heconnaissance Unit. Its objzetive was to supmort picifica=-

tion activitics by improving security conditions in the re;ion of lligh-

way WL 4 through the destruction of cnemy forces in the area. liccon- N
naissance in force, cordon and se:xch, saturation patrnlling .vu eagle
flight onerations were ewploysd. <nery growid attachs by corp ny size

ard larser forcos, mortar attacks znd other ircidents olons :ighway 3L

4 had occurred more freguently tnan in previevs reporting: poriods, In
response to enemy cttacks on 31 Januarvy in the 3aigon area, 5/60 Infan-

try (lechanized) was released 3o onsrational centrol to Task Force

JaRS in Capital ilitary District. un 2 Pebru.xy, 3/50 infantry with

B/2/60 Infantry under its operational control corcicicd reconusissance

in force op-rations one kilometer southuwest cf Ben Tre. ile.vy cuntuct

wes mauce with an estimated enemy battelion zt 1355 hours; 2/39 Infen-

try moved to reinforce the contact and 2t 1839 hows made contact with

an cnemy force one kilometer north of 3/59 Inf:ntry rositions. The

2/}9 Infantry continued to meneuver south and at 2100 hours linked up

with the 3/39 Infantry. A sweep the following diy ddsclosed 151 encmy
killad, two detainees and one cmall arm captured. Line US were killed,

64 wounded ard five missing. The 5/60 Infantry was released fro.. Ov=
erational control of Task Force WARE on 5 Febru.ry. Commencing et

0300 hours on 10 February, Tan An (X3553653) reccived an attack from

an wnknown size cremy vorce. rrierdly forcec at the time of the attack
consisted of lleadquarters Compuny, 3¢ Rripace, 9th Infantry Divicion;

5/60 Infantry (liechanized), onc rfopulir force Company end lational

rolices The attack was initiateld by apnroximutely 257 rounds of 60mm

and 82mm mortar and RIG fixe, followed by a pround ati ck from the

south which was sup.oried by thra2e atzacks rrem the north. Priendly

forces directed a heavy volwme of fire from s=all zrns, automatic

weapons and frrenades into the -t ciing foree.
47 (speoky), U and Republic of Tistunn “ymy awt. . !
friendly forces. The oneiry foreos were~iiulec i, wil ™ o
hours leavin; beaind 132 dead (90 credited io Tepublic of 7iel
armed -.“orces), nire small awvas and five crew ceoved o i1, lossos
were four killed and 53 wounded. ooular Zorce: and lotionil solice
losses were 12 killed und 11 wounded. Mesnizelcos Jivilians were
killeld ond 200 were wounded. Git T Mebrary oanaion .. oflanda wWao
reduced in scupe when the 5/60 Infentry vas rele sed to Jivision con-
trol. (n 17 Febru.ry, li;ht fire te.ms und cirstrizes enguged on encny
coLvoy of some 9% sampans 20 kiiometers novthwest of Pur . (.7402898).
"ha followin; day, a sweep was zoniuched by 2,60 Tafantry. Pour rachine
guns on carriers, 533 RiG~2 rounds, 552 €2ma mort.r rounds, 98 60:m
mortar rounds, 208,000 rownds of cmall erzs cawnition, 75 rounds of
RrG=7, 29 75mm recoilless rifle rounds end 2957 pounis or demolitions
were capturcd. Seventy-five sampans were destroyved ond one cnesy body
was found, On 18 February, the 4/39 Infantry wasz released from opera-
tional oontrol of Commander 3d Brigade, 9th Infan‘ry Division for
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oparations in the ENT<RIHISx area of owcration. Two minor cont.cis by
2/60 Infontry and 2/3 Infanury near Tar An resulted in 23 enery killed
on 22 Februiry. Thirty-two enemy boains killed in previouws cori-e*co
were located on the sume d.y. On 2. Jebruary, 5/60 Infantxzr () (lcss one
company ) was relezsed from operational centrel 3d Drigade, ... becime
operation:il control to the lst Brigade for Operation HOXPAC I. 2/60
Intantry (less one company) termina:ivd narticipati n in therasion

SN PIsy on 8 Pebruary. Overation SHP-RYRISS terminated on 10 Harsh
1968. Significant cumlative eneny losses include 2,107 killed, 1,099
detainces, 46 returnees, 340 small arms and 50 crew served weapons
captured. U3 losses included 253 killed and 1,540 wouniled.

(b) Operation XITTYIAYK was initiated on 19 Mey 1967 by the lst
and 3d Squadrons,llth Armored Cavalry Regiment, as a sccurity mission
for Blackhorse Base Comp in Long Khanh l’rovinsa., At the veginain: of
Januery 1968, 3/5 Cavalry (less one troop) wasresnorsible for the Black-
horse =ecurity mission. In response to attacks in the Bien Hoa/Long
Binh arca, A/l}/f‘; Cavalry was denloyed to Long Binh on 31 Januarye. Three
contacts with enemy forces in vicinity of Bien Hos #nd Long Binh resulted
in three US killed ond 24 wounded; forty enery were killed. On 2 Febru-
ary, C/3/5 Cevulry contacted an wn¥nown size enemy force in the western
part of Xuan Loc. One US wos killed and trroc were wowaded; enemy losses
were 36 killed, Cn 15 February, 3/5 Cavclry (less Troop D) cormenced
prep.ration for movement to I Corps Tactic:l /sone and 1/11 Cevelry as-
sumed responcibility for Cperation XITIYIMWK. Contzct withk ereiy forces
was light and sporadic after 2 February and on 21 rawvch, (reration XITTY-
AWK was terminated. 3Signific.nt cunulative resvlts include 69 friendly
forces killed and 245 wounded; enexy losses werc 195 killed and 123 de-
tained.

(c) Operation :lsPaC was initisted by 3/60 Infaniry, 2d 3rigace,
9tk Infaniry vivision on 1 June 1967 to sccurc dredge and draglirne
operations durin;; construction of the Don: Tam Base Camp. Friendly
units were frequently rotatec un this misnion and 2t the besinning of
January 1968, the 4/47 Infaniry hed assumed recyonsibility for Lony Tum
security, Contact with enery forees wi~ lisht and sroradiec uatil Februe
ary when $be enexy initiated recvy mori.r attacks usuinst the Dong Tan
Camp. On 7 Pebrucry the carn reccived over 200 rourds of 75mm recoile
less rifle end 82mm morter fire ocausir, c¢aange to the 3d Surpiccl Mos-
pital and several other instzliations. Two US were killed and five US
wounded. In resronse to this attuck, the 5/60 Infantry (ioch:nized)
and 2/39 Infantry commnced oftersive oncrztions to locate and dectrey
enexy forces in the Dong Tam area of operation. At 1309 hours, on 7
February, B/5/60 Infantry cont.cted an estimatcd two eompunies four
kilometers northwest of My Tho. Company C reinforced the contact.

Adrstrikes, artillery and light fire teans sup;orted the two compenies. -

Five US were killed and 19 were wounded; enexy losces were 23 killed.
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On th' same doy, Companics B ~ad €, 2/39 Infantyy cnatacted o oneay
force of unlinown size one kiloucter west of the 5/60 Infantry (ia:chad=
{zed) contact resulting in twerty-nine cnenmy killeds ‘Two Ul were
killed =nd 16 wounded. CUperotion [0iTAC terminuted on 7 February.
Significunt cumulatives iaclude 40 Us killed znd 3A6 wowdel; enewmy
logses were 277 killed and 148 detuined.

(d) Operction RILY, a rccomnzissance in force op.rution in Bien
.ou and western Long Knanh srovinces, was conducted by the 1.t Jrircde,
9th Infantry bivigion. 'This opcration comncicid on 22 July 1967 aad
torminated 7 april 1968. Basic otjectives were to sup ort vecificetion
by rvcconnaissance in force operaticns, to provide 2 rexday re.ciiox foree
for ;-n;;ionu.l/Popula.r Force outposts, to assist ihe Govermment of Victhe
in corpletin; develonmental projects, and to clenr existirg reads oxd
trailss It produced benefits in Bien [loa amt. Long Khanh Irovincez sinpe
ilar to those resulting from Cperaticrn ZUTURPRILZ in Long 4n srovince.
vignificont cumulative energyy losses include 252 enemy Lilled, 543 de-
teinees, 2 retwrnees, 101 indivadual wezpons and 13 creu cooved veapons
coptured,  friendly losces inclwle 57 killed and 277 wounded.

(e) Operction NAIASUAYT: 0n 20 Ceicbar the Royal Thod .xoy olun=
teor Negiment indtiotod Cperation (LIASULY an tne lhon Track sistriet,
3ien loa rrovince. his ferea conducicd citensive rect mindszoree in
foree, saturition patrollingy, wirwobile, riverine end roadrmonir ounra=-
ticns in conjunction witi psycoelosdc ooind poecificaiion cetivitios.
The objectives of tlis o.2r tion wore to reduce ecnemy ialluenct in
crery wd to enhance Government conirol over tl.e poprlice. Uwio objec-
tives were actiicved o & desree whielh ter atied denloyreont of Jwoe world
LAditory Asaist.nce Jorens to other arczs.  Cuwrulative resulic of Opera-
tion JLRASULED were 28 Thal hHiliel : 158 creny killed, 115
SerG0.:5 a2t .ined, and 104 cmolt o

mag. 0 AFP O8] 50 2o S0 a4 O
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(£) Opervtion Y.LIG.oW 2.
the primary objoctive ol neutrs
invasion and escuape routcc v . ne C. 200 iook ool 1.ishe
tior. includee major clozents 2 tne Z5un nfonbyy Jivisood, J./!,{i AR,
Bastalion, 5/42 A4VL Batialiou ond 3/17 cuvolyy (Lesc oow 1roo: j. This
operation also provided sceurit, Tur tae jon of divilaiw Trivcgu-
lar Defense Croup comps ut Trear Bi gnd sreq wWise and 10 e nav iRt
ing comps at Thien Ngon wnd katw., Duoasy tre lat-ev vicy of Jusuary,
contacts became light ond svorncic in dar oo O @ e nezg indile
treted gouths On 7 Februury, tie Joubin-d Zeetimrise-zec Intiiliscnce
Platoor received exall arrs era wutozstic welpone fore (zom an esti-
nated 80-100 enemy. Friendly forces ezployed orgenic weapons fire und
were supported by light fireo teaws and artillery. Twenty-six enezy
were killed, only one US weundad. On 16 Pebru ry, 2/22 Infantry
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{Mechanized) received small ams and autamatic weapens fire fros n cremy
force of unknown size one kilomcter south of Tay Linhe sricndiy forces
employed organic weapcns fire and werc supported by light firc teans,
AC-47 (spacky), artillery and airstrikes. This contuct resultad in two
US killed and 30 wounded; cnemy losses were 70 killed. Cr 17 cbru.ry,
Operation YiLLC.s3TCiG was roduced in scope to a two-bottolion oicration,
During tiiis revorting reriod, eremy forces initiated haracsing mortor
and rocket fire against friendly installations., Althoush ~ttecks vere
frequent in the Tay binh and Dau Tiern area, they reculted in lirht
damage and few casualties. Operation YALLOUSTCLL: tcrainsted on 24 Feb-
ruary. Sisnificant enemy losses were 1,254 killed, 1,438 det:inces and
146 small arts, 68 crew served wecpors and 583 tons of rice captured.
Priendly losses were 139 Us killed ané 1,094 Us wourded.

(g) Uperotion SARATOCA was initiated by the 1/27 infantry, “d
Brigade, 25th Infantry Division on 8 December 1967 as a reconnzissznce
in forece on.ration in Hau lrhia rfrovince in support of pacificotior. -
Initislly this oreration meintaincd u sizable military force in the
southern portion of the division TAOI while the majority of the divi-
sion's resources were committed io Operation YLLLOWSTUNZ; hovewver, as
enery activity increased in the Saigon - Hoc Mon ures, Operatiorn Y._L-
LOUSTUN: ves reduced in scere i availzble forces were cemmitton to
Cperation o4l 0uCie On 31 Junuury Cu Chi Base Canmp received zi. ooii-
mated 244 rounds of mortar and rocket fire ceusing 52 Us wowded. At
0346 hours a B/1/27 Infentry pasrol engeged an uninon number of inomy
approximately four kiluseters southwest of Duc loo with small armr acd
autoratic weanonse This contuct resulted in four U killed ané tiwee
Us wounded; while 15 of tre enemy were killed. At 0635 hows, D/l/27
Infantry conticted an enemy force of unknown size in she same ared
resulting in 12 US wounded end 22 enemy killed. In res.onne to at-
tacks on Tan 3o Uhut, 3/4 Cavalxy (less Trocy &) cime uncer Operas
tiorul control to Task force .AIE and conducted a crcss-country voud
zove to reinforce contucts in the Tan 3Jon Lhut arca, The sguadros,
with Jroop C in the lead, contacted an estimated three cneiy bottalions
at the southwest cormer of Tan Son Lhut (XS970950). Friendly forces
enraged the enery with organic weavons to irclud2 direct fire ccrister
ammunition. Troop B reinforced the cont.ct and the squuaron fought
its way through the enemy forces, completely disrupting the enexy's
attacglte Artillery and licht fire teams supported the squa.ron during
the period of cont.ct, tuereby contributing to the success o the
attack, This eight-hour baitle resulted in 15 Us killed and 23 U3
wounied; encxy losses werc 162 killed and 24 ceptured. All contactis
31 Janwiry or Oporation 3AFATOGA resulted in 206 enemy killed and 24
captured as compared o 24 U5 killed and 77 US wounced., Cn 27 Feh-
ruary 1/27 and 2/27 Infantry Battalions came under opuration.l cone-
trol to Task Force '/ARE. On the saw day, Cu Chi 3ase Como reccived
a mortar, rocket and RPG attack that resulted 'in only 1i;;°t casualties,
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but hit the ammunition storage aren cousing heavy dumege znd loss of
ammuiition and bui’“ings in the base cump. On 5 february, 3/4 Cavelry,
(1css one Troop), 1/27 Infantry and 2/27 Infantry vwere relecsed from
operational contrcl of Task Force Will, Three contucts in the lioc lion
area resulted in 86 enemy killed on & Februaov. On 6 February, .. znd
B 2/12 Infantry engaeged an unkncwn size encmy force nine kilometers
southeast of Cu Chi; results werc or: Us kiiled, 11 wounded an: 20
encry killede At 093% hours on the sume day, C/3/4 Cavalry and af1/
27 Infaniry contzcted an estimuied enciy battalion. B/3/4 Cav lry
reinforced the contact. =rriendiy torces werc susperted by lircht fire
teams, eirstrikes and artillery. 7This contict resulted in nine o
killid and 18 Us wounded; 48 eneay were killcde Contacis on 7 znd 8
Febru'ry, as a reswlt of offensive reconnaissance in force operations
by Us forces, resulted in 145 enemy kilied a3 conpareu te 10 Us lilled
and 101 wounded. On 9 PFebruzry, C = na 3/2/27 Infeatry conlasied an
estim ted enery battalion three kilometers soutiwest oi Hoc iong

friendly forces vere suzported by avtillery, 1light fire tesms, oC=47
(spooky) and airstrikes. Threc US were silled anc fouwr U3 were wownded;
enery losses were 102 killed. On the some doy, Task Sorce Sa5.. (B/3/
4 Cavalry, C and D/1/27 Infantry and 4/2,/27 Infaniry), contacted cn
eneny force of unknown size one kilometer sonth of Hoc len; this force
employed small arms, gutomotic weapons wnd rifle groncde fire along
the Task force axis of advance. riendly forces cvlaccd g heavy volure
of fire on enery emplucements wita orpanic u epons and were suoported
by lizht fire te:ms, artillery, 4C-47 (Snesle) and airstrikes. 4 fcl-
low-up sweep of the bettlefield disclosut 17¢ enexy killsd, 21 small
arms and 18 crev served weapon. caplurad or destroved. ¥riendly losses
were three xilled and 25 wounued. Opirctiion 3.0.7T¢G. contnets on §
Pebruary resulted in 385 ememy killad. Un 10 Sfebrusry, Tock Porce

SAB.R contacted enemy forses thres .ilcizters .wrtheacy of llec ion.
A totel of 10) crormy woere LRiLN:d shlle U losoon v Sty ¥3it.d aad
29 wounceds Recontuisscner i e op taticss oo Lebew by @leionts

Y
ol the 25th Infuntrs Juvision o 12 Februwiy roc  tec it 16
aiw 6% US wounded; enexy lesses were 95 rilled. 4Me et s
contact on 12 febiuary occurmed four kilometers aortlerat of Hoc ion
when 1/27 Infuntry somtasted an widrow: o.ze encc . Jorty-ssven
of thy ererny vere killed in thi. contoct. (O L .ce.it vy a3k £ e
4/25 Infantry (lcchanized) conductel o recosmnissance i force oivro-
tion along lidpfhway QL 1 to cn objective seven kilemetors aostine.ot of
.oc ion (XIT150Y9). A&t 0830 nowrs, one kilomesor wes: cf viw 2ujec-
tive, the tack force ccntacted ar encoy oree of wninonm size, li-hu
firc teums erd artillexy suppertedi 7 {riendly fovces. oleven Lo
were killed and 48 wcunded; enery 3¢ tces were 9L hiiled. Foriy-threc
encty dead wore locuted six kilom:*. .» northeast of Cu Cui wnd 40 vere
killed by lipnt fire teams six kiioseters rocth of Woe Jbdne all con-
tacts on 14 February resulted in 18 .3 killed and 69 wounded; 219 cnexy
were killed. Sporadic contact with nemy forces was pcde by US elements

Us killed
ijnagicunt
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on 1% .cbruary and a number of cnery dezd were found {rom avinig
contncts, wccountins: for 160 onery xilieds On 17 Jebruway, L. “5th
infuniry Division increased Oper.iicn 3ARATUC. in seope vwhen tuc ad=-
ditional combat battalions vere added from Operation VILLOUSTC. ... On
21 Pebruary Task dorce 3/4 Cewvilry, with D/2/2 Infentry (lec: - ..ed)
wnder its overational control, cordivcted recornairsance in {or: . o eru=-
tionc some nins kilometers west and southweat ol Tan Joa (i, at .
0956 hours, Troop C received smll amms, automotic weuotons =i L.l
fire {rum an crery force of unknowm size 10 kilome-crc zouthu. st of
‘lan son Mot (:137'_’2922). Trac . 4 and B reinforced tae coat:r:i: light
Tire teanms, artillery, AC-47 (upooky) and airsiriles sup oriud ..e
friendly forces. Threx Us were ltilled and 22 wounted; 135 enesy uere
killeds all Cper.tion 3.2 Ci conticts on 21 feorusry resuliad in
six U5 lilled znd 45 wuanded, 272 cnery hilled. Un 24 Tebowayy, Co=
eratioa TALOSTC L 25 terminnted and ull ol the 25th Infliniry Jive
izion combut forces joined Omoration siRaTCCA. O3 2 March C/3/S in-
{rntry, wvhilz noving scuth 2lons loute 248 five kilometnys north of
Xom ioi (47843034), raceived e wy fire Crom an estimnied cnemy cClie
pany in camouflired, du -in ovositions. Frienily Jorces returnad lire
with orjanic weapons and were suprorted by lish¢ fire ®ams, artili-ry

an’ airstrikes. Conmpories 4 avd 0 rei=forcud the contazt and sweit

southeast from Route 248 to the Juimoa liver. Jordy-cisit o ioners
vere killed and 29 wounded. Iuenty-c:c cnemy 131lod ucre locnicd in
follow-uy sweeps. (m % .arch &/1/27 Inf ouzy and o/f5/4 Covelny cone
tacted on enery rforze o unknown size scven ilomesers scuihuest ol
Joc von. frierdly forces wece supportiow by airstriltag, artillory end
light fire teaxn. Fifty-threc ecnery wro l.illed; f:riendly losses
ware geven killud and 40 wouwuded. Cpirction J.R.T0CL tormincted en
10 ji.reh 1968. 3irmificant cumul-tive results include 382 05 :illisg,
1,075 wounied, znd four :wisziny; encuy loszes were 35,8353 killed, 837
detuineces, 410 smtll ares wad 120 crov sorved weanons canturad,

(h) O.eration luiiciistii, initizted on 18 Jecanbar, conantitited
a deternined effort to seck out ~nd Jestroy the erexy rain force wiits
nosth of the Jong lad itiver, in tie :rovinces of Biun lon, [ons-
3inh Juong and Pauwoc lonre Conceiwd as a recornaissuince in Sorc

4
i
5
3!'

i
Infaatry Arigate (3eparate) (Lizht); the to:k organizotion faelndiad
5/7 Infantry, 4/12 Infantyy, A/3/17 atr Cavolry and Compary & 513t
Infantyy (Long fange atrol). At 0300 lwurs on 31 Juwuwuy, t 101zt
Airborne Diviaion he.dquarters coupound at 3iex Tloa recciwed SUma
mort yr and 122 wocket fira but ¢ .win eficrt wa: directed =t den
Hoa airbas? Between 0645 hours erd 1030 hours the .iviaion pori-
meter ~uards at Jion Hoa enrarcd 50-107 ciery vith small ama aid
autonatic weapons., Rosults vere t'w U3 %illed anl azcven wounled,
wnoy losses were 13 killed. it 0300 hours, 27506 Inlan-wy (1esa

C and D Conmpanics) roved to the 3ien loa/lon~ 3inh arecze 4 and o
Conraries onnducted g sweep of Doas L-ch villuge (Y70A1134) frea
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the cast, At 1400 hours Company .. ree2zivea snall arms gnw autru . tie
weapons fire from there., Compary B esteblished a blocking ronisi
south of the village and the reconnaissance ulatoon took up i cimilir
position in the west supported by two nirstrikes. Com:uiy 4 uzitecked
to the soutn through the vill-ge. Jix US werc 1illed and 17 uvunded;
106 encay wewn Lkilled, 18 det:dnces wewe oosxchended, four small arms
and thre: cwev s:rved weapons were co.bured. orea days later, on 3
Febru.ry the LAUGLISIEN AQ was extersied from Tun Uyexn 2lony: the Jong
Fai River to Tan Dinh (YP100210) and that same day, 25 enemy killed
during previous contacts were locatud seven kilometars norih of Bien
Hoz. On 10 ebruary B/3/187 Infantry moved to Pan vor Xaub end be-
came operational control to 4/ 39 Invantry {or ovcrations in Copitel
Kilitary 2istrict and was subaequently released on 13 Sebmuorye o=
erution IANCILNSTER terminated on 17 february, disnificant cumulatiwe
reaults wore 37 Us killed and 210 U3 wounded, 456 cremy werc killag,

85 detainces apprehended and 57 small arme and 28 crew served ueapons
captured. )

v

(i) Operation TFION20WN was initiated on 18 becezber 1967 by
elemernts of the 199th Infantry Brigade (Separate) (Lisht) as a secnrity
oneration in Bisn lloa irovinee. Primary miscion oz to conduct loca
reconnaissance in force oucrations designed 46 prevent rocket and ~or-
tar attacke aroinst the Lon~ Birh/Bien llon comnlexe Initial task
oranivatior included 2/3 Infuatry and B/17 Covalry. On 5 January
4712 Infantry ossumed responsibility for Oneration UNTUINGEL. and ‘2/3
Infantry comenced particination in Onveration MALC.LLST-Re On 24 Jun=
uvary 2/3 Infantiry reiniticted participation in Operation UoIia/f0.0
an' Coupany Py Slst Infantry (LR.) comenced operations in the GLTid-
~JOWN sron of operation. Oa the same day, ehe UNIOUIULSL arca of orera-
tion was extended scuth to inelnl: zn area 10-1% kilormetors south of
3ien Hoa. Un 31 January, oneuy iorces infiicted oStuciks on Us instide
lutiens in Biea iloa, TLong Bind ard i, LU worps < adiv.rlers Coue
pouwads At 0035 hours 3L Janu:ay, 4/12 Infentry conticted cn wnlmown
size enemy ferce 10 kilometers nouti of Biew dnne Yricndly Lozces
employed organic weapons fire und were swsmaried oy iy fire teans
and artillery., Forty~-seven of tre ciony were xilled in this cont-ct.
It is highly probable thet ©his centeet diszupted vho enemy's coorui-
nated attacks on the Leng Bink/Bien ioa Complex, About two cnd one
half how's later, at 0300 hours, Headquartezs II iFURCSY and surccund=-
ing area received a moriar aud 122m. rccieb attaciie DBy 0400 hours an
estimated 90 rounds had been reccived znd eneny forces initiated heavy
ground attacks throughout the Long Binh/biea lioa area. In respoise to
these attacks, 4/12 Infantry (less onc company) established blocking
wosizions alonz tne Dong ilai River, Comrzay © was relensed to oreration:l
control of Task Force PANTILIR. 1;‘/].7 Cavalry provided security Jor fire
support bases and the prisoner cof war cowpound (Y1040125). The 2/3
Infantry established blocking vositions one kilom. ter east of lo XNai o
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villoge. ‘Pask foree PLTIMR (C/4/12 Infantry, 3/2/3 Infanir’, one Platoon
9/17 Cavalry, A/2/47 Infantry, C/2/47 Infantry and leconnnissonce rla-
toon 2/47 Infantry) conlucted reconnaissance in force o' r.tisn: north
of o Nai villgres Contret with enemy forces continued ihro. - ut the
day and as of 2400 hours, Tasl: Force al'TIi'R losses were on: U. killed,
12 Us wounded, three helicopiers dimased, three armored porsos-z:l car-
ricrs dumaged and on: arcored personmncl cirrier destroyed. .n:uy losses
were 316 ¥illed, 19 prisorcers and 32 small arms and two crew ¢ ved
vea.ons captured. At 2200 hours, 3/7/3 Infaniry coniacte. rr unimoim
size encqy force onc kilom:ter west or fo iai village. Licht rire
teums supported the rriondly torces. 7Two U3 were woumled o eizht
enemy ucre killed in t.is contict. Lizhi fire teams in swipox: of the
199th Infantry (Separate) (light) killed 78 of the enemy durings the
dey's operation. All contacts on 31 Jarunry resulted in one uUS killed
and 24 wounded; enemy losses were 516 killed, 31 yprisoners and 32 sacll
erms and three crew gserved weapcns captured. On 2 Febru:ry, the 199th
Infantry Brigade (Separate) (Lirht) became opsrational control to the
10ist Airborne Division. Task organization included 2/3 Infentry, 4/
12 Infantry, 2/11 Cavalry, 2/506 Infantry, D/17 Cavalry (leas oas nla=-
toon), A/3/17 hir Cavalry and Cowsnany F, 51st Infantry (LRS). Juring
the day's operation, 91 enemy dead f rom previous cuntacts were found.
On 3 Pebrusry 2/11 Cavalry conducted road cle:riny operations lonz

the highways in the vicinity of Bien Hoa. at 1305 hours ‘'rovp &
contacted an estimated enery company eight kilomaters north of 3ien

dloas Task Porce 2/506 reinforced the cont:ct; artillery, zirstrikes
and light fire teams survorted the friendly forces. A sw2ern of the
crea was coaducted by the 2/11 Cav:lry and 2/506 Infantry. :ishby-
five eneny were killed while four Us were killed end 27 Us wers wewndeds
Phe 199th Infantry Brigade (Separate) (Light) was released from 101st
Airborne Division control on 7 Februsry. Fesponsibility Tor the TilIC!-
T0Jil aroa of operztion was split with the 101st &firborne vizion con-
ducting oparations in north UKICNTC.A waile the 199th Infantry Rrig-de
(Separate) (Light) conducted operations in soutn ImIONPOWE. subse-
quently, 3/11 Cavalry beceme operational control to the 199th Infantry Bde
(separate) (Light) for operations in south ULIURTCWiie The 10lst .ire
borne Divisior terminated participation in Opcration CITiCHTCML on §
Merch, and the 2/506 Infantry and 2/11 Civalry became cperational
control to the 199th Infantry Brigade {Separate) (Lightg. Contect with
eneqy farces was light and spoeredic after 5 Februsry and on & ilarech
Oseration UKNIOLTUM: was terminateds Significant cumulative results weré
Us 13 killed and 181 wounded, 922 enery killed and 151 detainces, 102
small arms and 88 crew served weapons captureds :
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{J) Operations HAVERFORD aad HYVERFIRD I, Operation AV .::" 1D was
initiated by 2/7 Infantry, 199th Infantry Brigade {Separate) :{light) on
1, January as a reconnaissance in force operation in Gia Dinh anl Long
An Provinces., Contact with eneny forcos during Janmuvary was lagis and
sporadic. On 31 January, 3/7 Infantry became operaticnal contril to Task
Force WnRi and on 2 February, Operation HAVERFURD terminated. i peration
HAVERFURD I was initiated on 5 Fsbruiry, in the same &-ca of ororation as
HAVERFURD. The 3/7 Infantry cortinued receanaissance in force operations
under operational control of Task Force WARE until 9 February when 2/3
Infantry assumed the HAVERFORD I mission and 3/7 Infantry moved iato Sai-
gon. Both units remainsd operational control to Task Force :aRk, JSignife-
icant contacts are discussed under Operation Task Furce WARE, Cummlative
results during the period 14 January - 18 February were 21 friendly forces
killed and 97 wounded., Enemy losses were 124 killed, 45 detiainees, and 97
small arms and 13 crew served weapons captured. Resulits of contacts for
units participating in Operation HAVERFORD and HAVERFORD I under operation-
al control of Task Force WARE are included above, Separately, (during the
period of operational control to Task Force WARE) 123 enemy wsre killed,
30 detained, and 95 small arms and 1li crew served wsapons captured., Con-
tacts with enemy forces on 1 and 3 February by 3/7 Infantry are not credited
to Operation HAVERFURD, They irclude five friemdly forces killed and 14
wounded; enemy losses were 165 killed, 20 dstainses and orne small arm cap-
tured,

(k) Operation SAN ANGELO comrenced on 16 Jancary in northern Thuce
Long Province. The 1st Brigade, 1Qlsu Airverne Divisiun initiated this
reconnaissance in force operaticn with a two-pattalion airnobile assault
to the north and northwest of Song DBe. A third hattalion conducted air-
mobile assaults on 17 Janvary tc the northeast of Song Ee. Sporadic cone
tacts cormenced on 17 Januery in widely sepsiated ioceiions. Several base
camps and a hospital cemplex were Ciscovere”; Yo.cver, Werc were no sige
nificant contacts uwatil 1 Februcry, A 1457 “oais 2o that dete A/2/502
Infantry contacted an enemy Llatoon oignut xilemebers southwest of Sonyg Be,
One US was kilied and four were wounden in )13 enntich; enemy Lo332s were
16 killed. Tha 2/327 Infantry -uspended participsticn 3 Operaticn SAN
ANGELO on 2 February an't moved to Tan Soo Niuw.  Subseuently the unit be-
cams operational control to Tasl. Force JuE for five days. On 9 February
1/327 Infantry commenced movement to ihu Bai and becare operatioral con-
trol of III Marire Amphibious Tarce ¢ arrival, GCpsravion Sil GWCELS term-
inated on 9 February. Significant cumulatives are 15 S killea ard 68
wounded; enemy losses were 63 killed ana 32 spall arms captuzed. Altheugh
Operation SAN ANGLIO terwinated, severali significant contacts in ihe Song
Be area were made with enemy forces by :lewents of the 10lst Airkorne Div-
ision. Commencing at 0055 hours on 18 February, an estimated enemy battalion
attacked the village of Seng Be. By Ol46 hours the enemy force had occupied
Song Be and 200 of ths enemy were reportesd to have assewbled in the village
market place., At first light, the 3lst ARVN Ranger Battalion moved to Song
Be and comienced an attack on the enemy forces i the village, In the




SRR

CONFIDENTIAL

AVFBC-RE~H RO MAY a3

SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, II Field Forces Vietnam
for Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR - 65 (R1) (V-DHU~-
10-4) (V)

initisl attack one US was killed, thrce U5 were wounded, four Republic

of Vietnam Army soldiers were killed and 25 wounded, Twenty of the enemy
were killed and nine captured. At 1030 hours B/2/17 Cavalry and 9/1/506
Infantry were comuitted to assist Kepublic of Vietnam Amayy forces in
driving the enemy battalion from Song Be. Contacl lasted until 2025 hours.
Seven U3 were killed and 25 wounded. Tolal enemy losses were 75 killed
and nine captured (25 enemy credited to US forces, 50 enemy and nine pris-
oners credited to Republic of Vietnam Army forces). The Combined United
States and Republic of Vietnam Army operation ccntinued. On i¢ February
8/2/17 Cavalry and B/1/506 Infantry moved to blocking positions west and
southwest of Song Be, The 3lst ARVN Ranger Battalion conducted 2 sweep
into the blocking positions which was completed bv 15C0 howrs, Seventeen
enemy were killed by the Ranger Battalion. it 1.20 hours, B/2/17 Cavalry
located a large enemy force in spider holes five kilometers west of Song
Be., The cnemy force was engaged with airstrikes, artillery anc light fire
teams. A follow-up swaep of the area disclosed 72 enemy killed. B/2/17
and B/1/506 Infantry continued pursuit of enemy forces north toward the
Song Be itiver and at 1815 hours contacted an estimated enemy com any.
Friendly forces were supiorted by airstrilss, artillery and light fire
teams., Twenty-seven of the enemy were killed, and 15 small arms and three
crew served weapons weie captured. On 21 February, B/2/17 Cavalry con-
tacted an estimated North Vietnamese Platoon three kilometcrs north of
Song Be. Small arms and antomatic weapons fire was exchangsd. The friend-
ly force was supported by airstrikes, artillery and light fire teams. A
follow-up sweep of the area was conducted which rasulted in finding 20
North Vietnarese soldiers killed; one United States soldier was killed and
two wounded during this action. From 18 until 29 February all contacts
with enemy forces in the Yong Be area resulted in eight United States
soldiers killed, 27 wounded, four Rejublic of Vietnam Aray soldiers killed
and 25 wounded. <nemy losses were 228 killed and 24 detainees (67 cnemy
killed and 24 detainces were crelited to ilepublic of Vietnam army forces).

(1) Operation CLiCHADO X was iniiiated on 18 Junnary by the 2d Dri-
gade, 9th Infantry Uivision and supported by iiavy Task Force 117. The
23 Brigade with 3/60 Infantry and 3/47 Infa.'ry conducted airicbile and
riverine reconnaissance in force operations in Din} Tucng and Fien hoa
Provinces and on 31 January, becams operational contrel to the Senior Ad-
visor IV Corfs for ojur.tions in CGo Cong, Vinh long and rhong Dinh Fro-
viness, Initially, COHCGIAJO X was desipned to sze) out and destroy enemy
installations and to locate, fix and destroy the enemy 263 Main Force Bat-
talion, 514 Local Force Battalion and Yiet Coag Caji Se District Forces.
Contact with enemy forces in Cai Be District was light and sporadic and on
25 January the brigade shifted to Giong Trem and Mo Cay Wistricts, Kien
Hoa Province. The 2d brigade, 9th Infantry Division became operational
contrcl to the Senior advisor IV Corps on 31 January and was subsequently
directed to conduct attacks against enemy forces in Dinh Tuceng Frovince.
At 1615 hours on 1 February the 2d Brigede commenced ar attack in the vie-
inity of My Tho, the capital city of Dinh Tuong Province, conducting beach
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assaults southwest of the city end attacking from ths My Tho River north
along the water reservoir. The 3/47 Infantry attacked north and became
heavily engaged by a large ernemy forca within the city. The 3/60 Infan-
try attacked north and movea o = posriiiun awrtiwes! of the city vhere L%
became heavily sngaged by an estimated eneny battalion. Artillery, light
fire teams and airstrikes supportcc friendly fcrees and neavy fighting
continued throughout the right., Ereny losses were &, killed and 10 detain-
ees; friendly losses were thres kilisd and %) wounded. The following day
elements of the Mobile Riverins Force conhinued the avtack against hcstile
strongholds within the city. Heusewto-house Iigntirg developed and the

2d Brigade elements maintained contlact with the reimants cf an estimated
three enemy tattalions. By 1200 hours most of the =nemy had been driven
out of the city. To sever enemy routes ot escape ani to provide the best
positions for the destruction of the remaining enemy fovces, ar encircle-
ment of the city was conducted joinily by inited Staies and Vietnamese
forces. Resulis during the sescond day of fighting were 11 United States
soldiers wounded and 31 enemy killed. The 7th ARVN Division reporied LO8
enemy killed, 24 detainees apprenendec, and 168 weapons captured, while
sustaining 45 kilied and 151 wounded, On 4 February the Mobile Riverine
Force moved to the vicinity o7 Vinh iwng City a1d the 24 Brigade commenced
offensive aperations againet cnewmy fevies in that area. ' The 3/6C Infantry
conducted an airmobile assauvlv south of 7inh Long and zitacked north in
zone. The 3/47 Infantry conducted teach lauding sovth of the city and
established blocking positions to sezi ofl snamy routes of escape, Dur-
ing the day contact was gporidic with amell snewmy uniis resulting in 15
eneny killed and five weapons cavturec. %he attacx continued ths next
day and during the period 5 %o 7 February, clezents cof the 2d Brigade
conducted sweeps north and ncr-hwest teward tie ciny no clear the alr-
field and adjacent areas of entmy forces. Heavy cuntact wag established
with a large Viet Cong force during this pphace of th. overatior and re-
sulted in 133 enemy killed, 47 detoine v, &u? 34 wtamons and Four crew
gerved weapors captured. Priecdly [23urz weoo oo ve oo olad, T «dunded and
one missing in actisn, On 11 Folisuory She -ohile Riviitlae Yorce displaced
to Dong Tam and In ths afterns.n conducied saverlie and airwobils recon-
naissance in force operations in Cai.lay and Long Dinh Districtis, Dinh
Tuong Province; to destroy enc:y cleins: s oodi tueir ..utallations. The
operations were designed to eliminzie cnexy concentrationas threatening the
city of My Tho, and to maincain Netionad Eigaway 4 oven for commsrical and
civilian traffic. The 5/60 Infantry Duttalion (Mechanized) (less one com-
pany) with A/2/39 Infantcy hecaws cperaticnal control to tne 24 Brigade
for this phase of the operatici. The 3/¢0 Tnfeatry and 3/47 lafantry con-
ducted alrmobile &ssaults nirc cilomsters rortriast of Cal Lay, then at-
tacked southwsst toward Cai Lay. At 1725 hours $/3/60 Infantry fouad a
woapons cache located in surnksn sampan: along s Cen Luong Canal., It
contaired 67 small arus, cne crew served weepor 40 XI8-2 rounds and 100
60mm mortar rounds. At 1530 hours £/2/39 Infautry engeped an unknown size
enemy force five kilometers northeust ¢ Cai lLay. Ccupeiles B and C, 5/60
Infantry (Mschanired) reinforcad tne conzect. Spoiadic fire was encountsred
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the remainder of the day. Frieudly for:iss were suprorted Lr 2, Ll [ire

teams, artillery and airstrikez. Two 'S were killed and 14 swousdsd; en=
eny losses were 79 killed., Operaticn (URUHADO X terminusted on 13 February
1968. Signifiecant cumulative result vere 12 friendly

forces iilled (two
Navy), 190 wounded (nine ilavy) and on: Javy missing in actics.
ses were 334 killed, 280 detainees, and 115 sma.ll arms
ved wesapons cantured

Enemy los-
and zciun crew ser-

(m) The ls. Australian Task Forcs initiated Lperation CCBURG on 24
January. This reconnaissancs in forcee operation was conducted in are« of
operation COLULBIS to ihe northeast of long Binh, north of iighway (L X
and south of the Dong Nai River, The lst sustreiian Task Force adapied
readily to tle new arca of operation and was hi:hily suecessful in a number
of small unit contacts. 1In most of the contacts with enemy forces, the
Task Feree not only inflicited casucliies on the enemy, but captured their
weapons as well. On L February, in several contacts, the lst australian
Task Force killed 18 enemy without sustaining casualties. On 7 Februcry
Company V, 2d Ral contacted an estimated enemy company eight kiloreters
northeast of Trang Bom (¥T2381%.,) resulting in eighu New Zealanders weunded.
“emy locses were 13 killed and six small arms and five crew ascrved wsapons
captured. Operation CUBUKG wug reduced in scope on 12 Februsry when the 2d
RAR (12ss two companies) terminited participation. On 1¢ February, Fire
Suprort Patrol Base AWDZRSCN (1721012G) received a muortar and --.inad attack
from an estimated enemy company. Friendly forces wmployed a heav: volume
of small arms and autematic weapons fire against the attacking ene:cr force
and light fire teams supporied. as a result of thiis attack, seven sustra-
lians were killed and 22 were wounded; one US was killed and 12 were wounde
ed in the same contact. 4 sweey of tn2 area the following day discirsed
four enemy killed. Cperatiocn CUBUIZ terminated on 1 Farch 196E., lirnifi-
cant cumulative results incluce 18 killed and 91 wounded from the ls¥ Aus-
tralian Task Force, one W killud and 12 US wounded. Inemy losses were
180 killed, and 108 small arms and 25 crew served weapons captured,

(n) Task Force WARE. 1In response to enemy attacks in and arcund Sai-
gon, Task Force WARE was established .on 31 January in Capital Military
District with the mission of assuming command and control of such U3 tac-
tical units as would be made zvailable to it, and in coordination with Re-
pudblic of Vietnam Armed Forces, to clzur the eneiy forces from the Capital
#ilitary District and defend against further attacxs in that area. Con-
cept of the operation was to conduct opsrations designed to desiroy cunemy
forces in and around Tan Son Khut and the Phu Tho Racetrack during the
period 31 January - 3 February. The sccond phase was designed to destroy
enenmy forces in districts surrounding Sciron durin,, the period 4 - 18 Fub-
ruary. Initial task organization included Task Force THEBAUD (2/27 Infan-
try, 3/4 Cavalry, 1/18 Infantry and A/1/L Cavalry), Task Force GIBLER (3/7
Infantry (less one compa.ny) with one platoon arworsd fersonnel carriere

A8

attacled), Task Force STEZLE (5/60 Infantry iz sanized) and one company
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3/7 Infantry), Task Force MEYER (one company 2/16 Infantry with one ple-
toon armored personnel carriers attached) und 1/27 Infautry. Comnencing
at 0225 hours on 31 January 1968, enemy forces identified as elements of
the 9th Viet Cong Division initiated attacks againsi fiisndly furces and
key installations in the Saigon area. A&t 0321 hours, evemy forces initi-~
ated an assault on Tan Son Mhut Ajrfield. The mzin attack vas conducted
oy at least three battalions and was launched from the west at Gate nwn-
ber 051 with battalion sized supporting avtacks against Cate number 1
(east) and Gate nuzber 058 (north). Fire was received at almost all points
around the Tan Son Nhut perimeter, Forces from the 377th Security Police
Squadron, Task Force 35 (two platoons UsARV Reaction Force), and mixed Re-
public of Vietnam Army security uwnits moved to block a penetration at Gate
U51. By 0430 hours, the penetration wus contained apveoximately 200 meters
inside the Tan Son Nhut perimster. At 0500 hours, two companies of the

8th ARVK Airborne Battalion launched a countarattuck at the shoulder of
the penetration from southsast to northwest bul were sicpped by fierce re-
sistance after only short advance. Concurrently, the Tan Son Nhut Com-
mander and his advisor rsquesied reinforcemant of at ieast o US brigads.

In response, the 3/L Cavalry, 25th Infantry Divisina was dispatched from
Cu Chi to Tan Son Nhut, the 3/4 Cavalry Sauadren Commending Orficer moved
his unit on a cross country route which he persoinaly msrxed witn flares
dropped from his command and contrel atrcraft. Upon drrival et the south-
west corner of Tan Son Nhut, the sguadron contacted an estimated enemy
battalicn., (This battle is discussed under Cperation SARKIUUA)., From the
onset of the enemy attack, iight fire teams, hepublic of Vieinam Army and
United States artillery and flars ¢hips were used in the defense of Tan
Son Nhut with highly effective results. The 53a Regional Force Battalion
comnenced operations against the rrar of tre sneny “orce further disrupt-
ing his attack, At 0810 howrs, & picicw. troc the 1CIst Aarborne Sivision
successfully landed by soseult hellzop.er on the = o0 0 tas Ub tobuauuw

to aasist the Miliitury Yolice wua LS M ziae, T «'irdaatiuy e ¢neny force
which had breached the perinsier wail. Uhes ulewsy «1o completely secured
by 0940 hours. HNorth of Tan Sou Nhul, Ao inicial snemy LLacs wis suc-
cessful in overrunning the Armored Jomian! iletiguartere il the Co Lou
hrtillery Training Camp in Go ¥ap. Oy 104 hours, tne enoay hod captured
twelve 105ma hewitvers, but the ojubiic of Vietaun soi dafendurs had
withdrawn, taxing the breech biocke. 5 2ighiia’l a s comssful counter-
attack by the 4Lth ARVN liarine Batutalicn wesalnsd in tas zocapture of the

Co Loa Camp and the howiteers. The enumy had Sroagat trarmed tunk craws
in the expeciation of capturing overubie wanxs at {he L awred Jonrand
Headquarters, however, the last tanii had een & el dwe v two Leaihs be-
fore. Task Force WARE arrive.d ot vopitsl iiixlinsy Drsociew.  Cojdtal iid-
tary District advisors and faciiities oecame part ci wne Task Force wARE
staff and tactical operation cent=r. At 1100 hours, elesert: of the 1/18
Infantry began arriving at Tan Son Nhut with the entire battalicn closing
by 1300 hours, At 1219 hours, a 25-man wixed force of United States Air
Force and Republic of Vietnam perscanel led by a US mergzant comenced &
frontal &3sallt on the acse of thsy pvustration.  This stiach restored the
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perimeter and allowed Gate nurber 051 to be closed. .By 1300 hours, the
balance of the 3/l Cavalry arrived at Gate number 051, w~hile enroute,
these elements had received heavy fire from the Vinatexco [lant located
Just northwest of Gate number 051. With the help of light fire teams and
airstrikes, the fire was silenced. %Task Force GIBIER (3/7 Infantry Bate
talion {less one company) and two companies 5/60 Infantry (Mechanized))
sent a company reinforced with a platoon of armored persconnel carriers
from Binh Chanh to reinforce the Military Police contact at the Fhu Tho
Racetrack in Saigon. The company moved by truck to a point five blocks
from the racetrack then fought its way to the racetrack and linked wp
with the Military Police., It then secured the racetrack for the 3/7 In-
fantry (less one company) which arrived by helicopter at 1600 hours. The
remainder of the day was spent in clearing a thras teo four-block radius
around the racetrack. A two-compuny force from Task Force THEBAUD (3/4
Cavalry, 1/18 Infantry, 2/27 Infantry, i/1/4 Cavalry) manned the perimster
arounri MACV Headquarters, This force was later reduced to one company.
Task Force STEELE (5/60 Infantry (Mechanized)(less one company) and one
company 3/7 Infantry) moved to secure Binh Chanh and to condust operations
in *bat area. Task Force MEYER (one company 2/16 Infantry and one armored
rersonnel carrier platoon) moved to secure the Binh Loi Bridge at 1645
hours, One platoon moved to assist in sscuring the New Embassy Hotel in
Saigon. The 1/27 Infantry moved by helicopter to Hoc Men and in- conjunc-
tion with district forces relieved the enemy pressure in the city. at
1700 hours, Us forces at Tan Son Nhut were released from operational con-
trol Tan Son Nhut Seaior Advisor and attached to Task Force TH:BALD (2/4
Cavalry, 1/18 Infantry, 2/27 Infantry and A/1/4 Cavalry), The 1/18 Infan-
try with the 3/4 Cavalry (less one troop) attacked the enemy force which
renewed the assault .i Gata number 051, but was unable to completely clear
the area due to darkness and returned to bolster the Tan Son lihut feri-
reter. The 2/27 Infantry and A/1/4 Cavalry moved to downtown Saigon to
secure four bachelor women's quarters and a bachelor enlisted guarters
whose unarmed personnel were threatsned. (n 1 February, Task Force THEw-
BAUD attacked to the west of the lst RVN Marine Battle Group to reliesve
enemy preasure. The 2/27 Infantry swept west of Tan Son lhut and searched
the Vinatexco Textile Plant which had been fired on by the 3/L Cavalry,
Vietnamese Air Force and light fire teams on 31 January. One hundred
sixty two enemy killed, 101 weapons (crew served and individual), and num-
erous other items of equipment and documents were located. Task Force
GIBLLR (3/7 Infantry less one company and two companies of 3/60 Infantry
(itechanized)) conducted a sweep employing four companiss in the vicinity
of the racetrack. One mechanized infantry company contacted a large en-
emy force, about three blocks from the racetrack, that was firing small
arms and crew served weapons from positions in large btuildings that dom-
inated the area. Friendly forces engaged the enemy with organic weapons
and support from light fire teams, resulting in 120 enemy killed. On 2
February, the 1/27 Infantry was given the mission to sweep east from Hac
Mon toward Ap Don Outpost (XT801061) and to hlock enemy reinforcement
and/or oscape routes. The 2/327 Infantry arrived by fixed wing at Tan
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Son Nhui to become Task Force WARE reserve, Tne 1/1% Infantry was air-
lifted to Thu Duc and given the mission to secure the watsr filtration

plant (X594C998), power plant (XSS18920) and provide area security in the
Thu Duc District Compound in coordinaticn with the District Advisor. Task
Force MEYER and A/1/4 Cavalry became operational control to the 1/i8 In-
fantry on closing at Thu Duc; resultant task force wis named Task Force
TRONSRUE (1/18 Tnfantry, A/1/11 Cavalcy Regiment, ore company 2/16 Infantry
and one armored persomnel carrier platoon). Task Force THEBAUD (2/27 In-
fantry, 2/327 Infantrv, 3/4 Cavalry aué 4/i/4 Cevalry) corducted an attack
to the west of Vistnamese Marines to relieve pressure from a renewed ensmy
assault on the Co Loa Artillery Training Camp. The attack wue successful
and 160 enemy were killed (100 enemy killed credited to the Vistnamsse
Merines). The Newport Bridge (XS892941) was attacked by elements of the
4th Viet Cong local Force Battalion which captured the easiern end of the
bridge. A counterattack by eleients of the 72Gth Military Police Battalion,
1/5 ARVN Cavalry and the 30th ARVW Ranger Battalion recaptured the bridge;
11 enemy killed were found on the tridre. On 2 February, the Thu Dus Dis-
trict Compound was attacked by a iwo-tattalion enemy force. Friemdl~ forces
repulsed the attack and the ensmy withdrew leaving 40 dead behind. A Viet
Cong prisoner stated that mere thaen 80 of the en-zuy had bsen killed in the
assaults. Tnu Duc City received extensive damags especiaily in the arsa

of the District Compound. The 2/327 Tafantry wucved by halicopter to Nha Be
(XS915828) with the mission of securing the storage arse and to block enemy
movement in%c or qut of that area. On L Fetruary, Tack Force WARE commenced
Phase II of the operation by a realignment of the friendiy forces in Capital
Military Discrict., The Republir of Vietram Armed Foruss had the responsi-
bility to search and clear Saigon and U Feress moved (o the districts sur-
rounding Saigen City with a mission of pre.enting epemy reinforcement or
exfiltration frow Saigon. US JSerces were given arcas im the Tacticsl Area
of Interest of their parent division to facilitate crderly transfer of re-
sponsibility from Task Forcs WARE wnei the situation siahilized, The
heaviest fighting of the day occurred in the Cholon secior ana the ARV han-
gers were able to nake little advance against the well-ccncealed and forte
ified enemy. On 5 February, the 5/40 Infantry (Mschanized) (less two com-
panies) returped to 9th Livisio. coutral. Tutk Foren THSHAUD was disestabe
lished when the northwest area of fiie Sink iroevinee, «:ich sncompassed the
Hoc Mon and Tan Binh Districte, wuverteld Lo Zyth U5 Intantiy Jivision con-
trol. Thes 1/27 Infaatry, 2/27% Infunm ana 376 Coviry were rslecsed vo
the 25th US Jnfantry Division a-, {1et time. Taal Torss CGIGLER (3/7 Inian-
try (less one company), two companies ¢ 5,/60 Infantrr Macranlced)) conr
ducted a combined RAG boati/airmobile ryeration ivs <iiorsiers northvest

of Binh Chanh, Forty-nine enemy ere k::led 4~ tLuis cintazt, On 7 February,
Task Force TRONSRUE (1/18 Infautry, A/ 1/i Cavilry, osr coxjeny 2/16 lafantry,
one armored personnel carrier platocn) reverted tv ls. WS Infantry Division
control as the lst Division assused respensibility for the Thu Duc area,

The 4/39 Infantry repluced 2/327 iInfantry at Nha Be and 2/527 Infantry re-
verted to 10lst Airborne Divimoa conirei. Tasw Force CUTTELL (3/1/11
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Armored Cavalry Regiment, and 4/2/502 Infantry) was formed at Tan Son

Nhut to become Task Force WARE reserve. In order to free additional Viet-
namese Armed Forces to reinforce the contacts in Cholon {Saigon) the US

area of operation boundary was extended to include the south bank of the
Kinh Doi Canal on 8 February, Task Force CUITELL (Bl/l11 Armored Cavalry
Regiment and 4/2/502 Infantry) moved Lo the Kinh Doi Canal at 1215 hours
with a mission to secure the four bridges in tne area and prevent enemy
movement into and out of that area. (n ( February, Task Force GIBLLR

(3/7 Infantry (less one corpany) and two companies 5/60 Infantry (Msch=
anized)) returned to the racetrack in Saigon to release two ranger bai~
talions for the heavy fighting in Cholon. The 2/3 Infantry replaced Task
Force GIBLER in the Binh Chanh area. Acting on a Vietnamese intelligence
report on 11 February Task Force CIBLUR (3/7 Inrantry (less one company)

and two companies 5/60 Infantry (Mechanized)) surrounded a suspected enamry
comrand post in vicinity of rhu lam (XS782902), Heavy small arms and auto-
matic weapons fire was exchanged and a follow-up sweep of the area resulted
in 49 enemy killed and 23 small arms captured, A later check by Vietnamese
personnel rovealed that cne of the enemy bodies was tenatively identifisd as
that of the CCSVN Political Commissar, MG Tran Do. Another intelligence re-
port on 12 February resulted in the 2/3 Infantry locating a large weapons
cache near Cho Dem (XS723832), The cachie contasined 69 small arms, four crew
served weapons, 29,000 rounds of small arms amrunition and other miscellaneous
ammunition and equipment. Contact with enemy forces became sporadic and on
18 February Task Force WrRE was disestablished. Significant cumulative re-
sults of units under operational control of Task Forcs: WARE during the period
31 January to 18 February include 76 U5 killed and 298 wounded; enemy losses
were 875 killed, 262 detainees and 334 weapons (individual and crew served)
captured.

(3) Operaticns Initiated and Terminated During the Reporting Feriod.

(a) Operation LiM SON 68 was initiated 1 Februcry 1963, succeeding
Operation LAi{ SON 67 and continuing the mission of strengthining local de-
fense, extending developmental projects, elimination of Viet Cong infra-
structure, winning the support of the population, and conducting road clear-
ing operations in heavily-populated Binh Duong Province. This operation
was conducted by the 2d Brigade, lst Infantry Jivision in close coordination
and cooperation with elements of the 5th and 18th ARVN Divisions. There
were a number of significant contacts: At O945 hours on 1 Fsbruary, 1/28
Infantry and 1//, Cavalry contacted an estimated enemy battalion three kilo-
meters east of Phu Cuong. Friendly forces were supported by artillery,
light fire teams and airstrikes. Contact broke at 1830 hours. Friendly
losses were five killed and 32 wounded. Znemy losses were 197 killed and
12) detainses, On 2 February, 1/18 Infantry, A/1/4 Cavalry and Tasx Foroe
MSYER became opsretional control to Task Force WARE, On 4 February 1968,
Phu loi Base Camp received a mortar and rocke: attack that caused modsrately
heavy damage to aircraft and vehicles. On 7 l'ebruary 1/18 Infantry, Task
Porce MEYER and A/1/4 Cavalry reverted 4o lst Infantry Division control.

The LAY SON area of operation was extended to include the area in and around

42

CONFIDENTIAL



SR WEEM R

o

4

T 50T I i AR S ey

i
&

§:€)F%:V%E?§:11f‘ﬁf%ﬂ,

L BAY 1268
AVFBC~RL-H 24 WY

SUBJECT: Operational Report of Healqueriers, I{ Field E"'orces Vif:tnam
for Period Ending 30 April 1963, RC3 CSFOR - 65 (K1) (W-DHO-
TO-A) (U)

Thu Duc. At 1505 hours on 8 February D/1/18 infantry aad 4/1/4 Cavalry
received small arms and automatic weaprons fire from an enemy force of
unknown size in a village three kilomet:rs scutheast of Thw Nuc, A PSYCP
aircraft was sent over the area to instiuct civilian: to leave. The
friendly forces continued to 3dvance throush the Luili--up area and enemy
forces broke contact by 1705 hours. Thirty-nine =nemy ware killed; four

US were wounded, On 19 February, 1/26 Infautry engaged ar anknown number
of enemy five kilcuweters northwest of lhu Duc, Friendly ferces continuad
to advence, engaging small enemy forces s,oradically until 1405 hours

when the enemy forces broke contact. (me US was killed and six were
wounded. Enemy losses were 42 killed. On 20 February €/1/28 Infantry
contacted an enemy force of unknown atrsngth fivs iilometers southwsst of
Thu Duc. D/1/18 Infantry and A/1/4 Cavalry reinforced the contact. Artil-
lery, AC 47 (Spooky), light fire teems and airstrikes sum.ortea the friend-
ly forces. Nineteen U3 were killed and 1) wourdeld. Zncmy losses were 123
killed. Thres days later, on 3 February, 1/4 Cavalry found 32 enemy killed
from previcus contact six hilcieters northeast cof rhu Cuong. At 0820
hours on 2 larch D/1/26 Infantry contacted an estimitsd snemy platoon 10
kilometers west of Tan Uyen. U3 losses were one killed arnd seven wounded;
enemy losses were 42 killed., Operation T.¥ SON 68 was suispsnded on 10
March 1968 and US forces engaged in that operation commenced participating
in Ogeration QUYET THANG, Operation UYSET "HaN: {s discussed in paragraph
1d(3)(d). Significant cumelatives far Cperction AN Tul 09 tircugh 10
March were: 76 US killed and 30 woundeq; enemy losses vere 1,164 killed,
643 detainses, three returnees, 125 small asms wnd 3. -rew served weapons
captured.

(b) Operation dUFTAC I was voivial = o 4 7
Infantry Division 3s a gesurxty miss..n or & .
Organization initially included 4,7 Iniuzury, 5
and 2/39 Infaatry. On 8 February 5 (0 Inintry $
Platoon contacted an estimated ta- = o1y coiperiss seave=n < lometsrs northe
west of My Tho. Companiez B and € 5/¢0 Inientiy (liechi.zedl) reinforced
the contact and 2739 Infanirvy was cir alte 1 ¢ wiloictlers north of the
contact. At 1605 hours 2/39 Iufar‘ry -ngases an wimown avsher of chemy
while moving to ceinforce the 5/(0 Tnfuweiry (M clanicza) Frienily torces
were supported by airstrikes, Jight five teawms and ertil’.cy. Sporadic
centact continued throughout the night. A follcw-up sweep of the area
was conducted the next morning and 86 erev: dmui wer: oe.ts2i, TFrieadiy
lesses wore four killed and 25 woundea. At 0154 hocrs on 25 Fabrusry fire
support patrol base JAGER (XS397,94) raceived ar wtltzek from an unkuown
size onemy force. A heavy volume of omlis 7=t idn! aUlune.wic weapons fire
was employed against the attacking force. righting continusd and at 0255°
hours the enemy employed bangalore torpedoes to bLreiach the frierndly posi-
ticns., Close-in fighting ensued unti! tne <Y Infuntry deconnaissance
Platoon arrived and wssisted in eje-ting i eruy Irom tte friendly posi-
tions at 0315 hours. During the conuact, fiisnily furces vere miprorted by
iight fire teams, flai> snips and artillery. Frisndly losses wore 19

s i Fuh
i Ca. Task

S Lacaney wechanized)
Lercraningy heconnaiesance
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killed and 68 wounded. Enemy losses were 100 killed, 29 small arws and
17 crew served weapons captured. On 7 February 5/6C Infantry (Mschanized)
and 2/35 Infantry terminated participation in Ogaration HCFFal I. 3/47
Infantry with the Reconnaissance liutoon from 2,47 Infantry (Kechanized)
agsumed the Dong Tam security mission, Cenmencing in February, Dong Tam
base camp received frequent attacks by mortar fire, however, damage and
casualties were moderatesly light, Contact with enemy forces was light
and sporadic through April, Operation HOPTnC I terminated on 28 April,
Significant cumulative results include 51 US killed and LOl wounded, 343
enemy killed and 365 detainees apprehended,

(e¢) Operations CORCLADC ¥I and XII. The 9th Infantry Division in-
initated Operation CORONADU XI in cooperation and ccordination with ele=
ments of the 21st ARVN Division and 9th ARVE Division on )i February to
locate and destroy enemy forces located southwest of Can Tho. Under op=-
erational control of the Senior Advisor 1V Corps, the 2d Srigade, 9th In-
fantry Division witl. 3/47 Infantry and 3/60 Infantry commenced teach as-
saults on the east and west side of the Dinh Truong Tieu Canal and man-
euvered north along the cznal. The 43d ARV Ranger Battalion, 9th ARVN
Division and 1/31 Infantry (aLV.) located north of Can Tho conducted a
aweep to the southwest. Zlemeuts of the 2d Brigade continued their move-
ment northwest along the canzl, Sporadic contact continued throughout
the day and resulted in seven U5 killed znd 20 wounded; 12 enemy wsre
killed. Contact continued the next mornin~ and remained sporadic throughe
out the day. Contact broke at 2ui0 hours. itssults of the engagement
were two US killed, 12 wounded; the enemy siustiined 28 killed. Juring
the period 15-20 February the 2d Brigade and :lemonts of the 2lst and 9th
ARVN Divisions continued recornaissance in force oicraticns southwest
and ncrth of Can Tho. Light and sporadic contacts during this pericd re-
sulted in seven US killed and 52 wounded; enery losses were 73 killed and
43 detainees, On 22 February clements of 3/4L7 Infantry moving southwest
along the Kinh lai Hien Cansl in Ea hur~n Frovince enpiged a large Viet
Cong Porce occupying positions along the canal. Companies D and E 3/47
Infantry were inserted immediately into e area of contact. Friendly
forces were supported by light fire teams, artillery and airstrikes.
Enexy forces lost 61 killed from supyort fires and light contacts with
ground troops, The success of the attack made by the liobile Riverine
Force units arainet tre estimzted Viet Cuir battalion was probably due
to the fact that the enemy had set up its pesitions facirg toward pose
sible helicopter landing ncnes, and was not prepcred for a waterborne
assault from the canuls, (pwration SCiul.OC XI, cenducted in rhong
Dinh and Ba Xuyen Provinces, was the firct operation inveliving US forces
in that area of the delta re-irn, On 26 Fetruary 3/3/6C Infuntry conducted
ean airmobile assault eipght kilizeters scutrwest of Can Tho and irmediately
contacted an unlmovm size enemy fcrce. 2/L7 Infantry and Companies A and
E 3/60 Infantry reinforced the contact, with suppors by artillery, light
fire teams and airatrikes, Contict was acintain:i wilh enemy forces un-
til 2130 hours, Sixtsen US were xilled, 7 wounded, 11 helicopters were
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destroyed, Znemy losses were 59 killed

day iriendly f{orces ccntinued the ate
tack.. Sporadic contact with enwny feices continued througheut the day.
At 1055 hours Companies C and ¥ 3747 Infantry found a cache nina kilo-
meters scuthwest of Can Tho conlaining 16 small arms, {ive crew served
weapons und 354 mortar and RIG rounds. Small quantities of ciher types
of ammunition and equipment were also found in this zrea, Cn 1l and 2
Harch, the 2d Brigade continued cifensive opsrations R-12 kilometers
southwest of Can The, Two heavy contacis resultea in seven Ul killed,
39 wounded and one missing in action; enemy losses were 67 killed, The
Mobile Riverine Iorce was released from operational centrel of the IV
Corps Cenior Advisor on 3 March and returmed tc Dong Tam. Operation
CORON4DU XI terminated on 4 March and Opsration CUNONADY XII was initia-
ted to continue operations in Xien Tuong, Vinh Tuong and Leng An Pro-
vinces. L4/47 Infantry exchanged missions with the 3/47 Difantry and be-
came part of the Riverine Force., 'The 2/47 Infaniry assuued the Dong Tam
security mission. CORCHADO XII wus suspended on 7 March and the 2d Dri-
gade commenced participation in operatior GUNGT THANG. “ipnificant
cumulative results of Operaticn CCRONADOXI inciuds 39 frinndly forces
killed and 196 wounded (17 Navy). Eneny lossecs weve 264 killed and 320
detainees captured.

damaged and one hellcopter wau
and 12 detainees. The followii

(d) Operation (UYET THANG was initiated on 11 March 1968 as a
combined offensive reconnaissanze in foree clerabica (Regional) designed
to destroy enemy forces in tne rural arces and provide secvrity for the
rural population frem Viet Cong/Novih Vietiemsie Army harassront  The
orerations were to comuence in and areund Szipgor and continue outward
into the rural areas of Capitci Milit:iiy District; Ionz An, Heu Nghia,
Binh vuong and Bien Hoz Provir e acTid e 2d
drigade, 1st Infantry Division L ao Inliory, 416
Infantry, 1/2 Infantry, 1/26 7 v/, /2?2 Infantry and
1/k Cavalry; 3¢ Brigade, 9tb ir 2/3 Invantry, 4/39
Infantry, 3/39 Infantry, two s aad e company
5/60 ‘infantry (Mechanized); «nd a0 reles, 25tk Infan-
try Division with 2/22 Infant:w edis U asantry, 2/27 Infane
try, 2/34 Armor, 2/12 Infau ry, Arv \Becharized), 3/22 Infantry,
L/23 Infantry (Mechanized), 3/4 Cavaixw (Ges: sne trocp). Kepublic of
Vietnam Armed Force Task Orgauizstion ircluded the Mjth »RVKN Division,
S5th ARVN division, 5th ARVN Ranger Group, and Airborne Task Force and &
Marine Task Force. On li March 4 and ® 2/1. Tnigntry fouud a cache four
kilometers east of Trung Lep containing 69 miall arms, five crew served
weepons ond 152 RUG and mortar rounds. fn 'o darch the 3/11 Cavalry, in
dirsct support of elements of the 49%th ARVID Resint, contanrted an sstie
mated enemy battalion six kilemeters north of e lioa. Friendly forces
were supported by airstrikes, artillery and light fire teams, and 8l enemy
were killed. Friendly losses were seven US wownded, five ARVN killed and
1 ARVN wounded, An additiomal Lo Viel Copp dr2i sere located by the 3d
Battalion, 49th ARVN Regiment iy the srza of contact oa 15 March, The
following day, friendly force: continued the altack and wers reinforced
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by the 51st ARVN Ranger Battalion, Ten AFUN were killed ana 19 wounded,
Enemy losscs ware 95 ldlled {credited t¢ ARYN). Om 17 March, contact
continued resulting in 57 cuemy kili~d (50 credited to AKVi). Commencing
at 0330 hours or 25 March, an estimated enemy battalion initlated coord-
inated mertar and ground attacks against two Reglonzl/Popular ¥orce caups
in vicinity of Trang Beng. The 4/23 Imfantry (Mechanized), Task Force

2/34 Armor and the 34th Ranger Raitullowm reinforced tho contact, supported
by light fire teams, airstrikes and artillery. OContact lasted until 0245
hours on 26 March. A follow-up sweep of the area was conducted the follow-
ing morning. A total of 287 eneuy hud been Mdlled (130 by WwVi). US losses
were nine killed and 64 woundad. RVH.F losses were 14 Raugers killed, eight
Reglonal forces killed, 17 Rangers wounded, 15 Reglorcl forces wounded, ene
National Police and one Reglonal Force missing. Om the same day, 26 March,
the 2d and 9th ARVN Airborne Battalions, conducting offenslive sweep opera~
tlons elght kllometers east of Hoc Mon, located 128 enexy dcad from previous
contacts. Cn 27 March, Task Force 2/34 Armor with B and G/2/1 Infantry
under its operatiozal cantrol contacted an unknown size enemy force five
kllometers northeast of Trang Bang. Friendly forces were supported by
lizht fire teams, artillery and airstrikes. Two US were iilled and 16
wounded; 97 enmemy were dlied and five detained. Interrogation of de-
tainees identified the North Vietnamese Army 245th, 246+h and 247th Bai=-
tallons &s huving participated in the recent battles in ibe Trung bang area,
On 1 April Co 1/2/18 Infentry, participating in e battalion reconnaissance
in force operation near Thu Duc, contacted an estimated VC platoon, ldlling
12 VC and apprehending two detainees; friendly losses were 3 US wounded,
After 1 April the rumber and size of contacts with enemy forces declined,
as did the number of casualties inflicted on the ememy. This is dewonstrated
by the fact that during the six days begimuning 2 April, an average of only
24 VG were Jd1led as compared to an average of 53 ench day during the first
21 days of the oporation. QUYET THANG wus terminated om 7 Aoril. Signifi-
cant cumilative results were: US forces: 105 kdlled and 920 wounded;

APVN logges: four lo.1led and elght wounded; emeny losscs: by US forces,

© 1,420 killed and 442 detainses, and 400 small arms, 104 crew served weapons,
and 107.06 tons of rice c:ij.tured; by ARVN forces: 31 Viev Cong killed and
onie prisoner and one crew served weapon captured,

(e) Operation ~ILDLRNESS was initiated on 1l March as a reconnaissance
in force opsration (Regicnal) to destroy cnemy forces operating in the
rural areas of Tay Ninh Province. The initial Task Force Urpanization ine
cludes the lst Urigade, 25th XInfantry Jivision with the 4/9 Infantry, 2/i4
Infantry ond 2/22 Infantry (Mechanized). Contacts were light and sporadic
with the rollowing exceptions: At 1230 hours on 16 March 1, kilometers
south of Tay Ninh light fire teams from Trcop B3, 3/17 Air Cavalry engaged
an estimated two companies of Viet Cong. There were no friendly casualties;
25 of the enemy were killed in the brief engagement. On 7 April, final day
of the operation, 4/9 Infantry moved into a position about 12 kilomeiers
east of Tay Ninh and ccnducted a combat assault and reconnaissance in force
operation alcng the cast side of Highway LTL 26, ¥Xn route Company B came
under fire by what was estivated to have been 3 reinforced Viet Cong platocn.
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As Company 3 returned fire with small aras and automatic weapons, it was
reinforced by a light fire team awd Congenies A and D 4/9 Infantry, Thie
contact resulted in 14 Viet Cong killed. JSeven American troops were killed
and . 17 wounded. Operation WILOERKWLESS was terndnated at 2400 hours, 7
April, Significant cumulatives were US losses: 21 killed, 154 wounded,
three missing in actionj Civilian Irregular Defeass Group: 30 killed, 79
wounded; Viet Cong: 256 killed, 61 detainees.

(f) Operation BOX SFRINGS was initiated on 16 March by 3/187 Infan-
try, 3d Brigade, 10lst Airborne Vivision as a reconnaissance in force
(Regional) operation in Binh Duong Frovince. On 17 March, the task or-
ganization was expanded to include 2/505 Infantry (lsss one company),
3/7 Infantry and D/3/11 Cavalry. On 18 March 3/187 Infantry contacted
an estimated enemy battalion 10 kilometers scuth of Phuoc Vinh., Friendly
forces were supported by airstrikes, lirht fire teams and flareshirs.
Fifty-five enemy were killed. U5 losses were 13 killzd and 33 wounded.
The 4/12 Infantry and /3/11 Cavalry terminated participation in Opera=-
tion BUX SPRINGS on 21 March., Contact with enemy forces was light and
sporadic during the latter part of Mzrch and Operation BCX SHRINGS terme—
inated on 28 March. Significant cunulatives include 24 friendly forces
killed and 90 wounded. Enemy losses were 106 killed,

(4) Uperations continuing into the next reporting period.
ng

(a) Operation TRUCNG CUNG LINMY was initizted on 7 March 1968 as a
combined strike operation by the 2/39 Infuntry, 2/0C Infantry, 3/60 In-
fantry and 2d Brigade, 9th Infantry Yivisicn in close eooperation and
coordination with elements of tie 7Tik V1 Ulviszien, 3csie onlective
of the operation is to locate, ‘. cnd ~enftoy the 2075 Main Force Bate
talion and other Viet Cong elezwuic in Lith Tucng Prsceics din the vicin-
ity of My Tho and Cai iy, Initisl aitwotile and benod assauits four
kilometers north ard six kilomsieis casi of My Mo v che /L7 Iofantry
and the 3/60 Infantry on 7 March rezalied 3u lizght senloet. At 1715
hours on 8 March seven kilomsters eait - azinlelst ¢f L o, Company
B, 4/L7 Infantry received firs rrom an unhiows cize enciuy {orce. Come
pany D was rcinforced by Companizs € and I, the conta’ coutinued spor-
adically throughout the night resulitfug in five US Lilled and 61 wounded;
and 37 Viet Cong killed. Frem 7 =n 17 i'arch reconnais.cice in ferce and
security of engineer up-gradc operaticns in the vicinity of Highway QL 4
from My Tho to Cai Lay by the 1lst Bripede, Oth Infanirr Division viere a
part of Operation TRUUNG CCNG DINH. Ou 37 March the 2.t Brigade initiated
Operation PEOPLsS RuaD, Contacts by wnits of the 2d Brigade continued to
te light and sporadic throughout the remuinder of March. Cn 4 April,
3/47 Infantry conducted a riverine move from the Mobile Riverine Basteat
Dong Tam to & point six kilometers northeast uf Ben Tre on the Song Ba
Lai River., At 0840 hours, Compeniece B, C and £ rscaivad fire from small
arus, automaiic weapons includ.rz .50 oriiber machineguis, and RPG rockets,
At 0900 heurs two hundred meters to the south, tw of the companies came
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under fire again from an unknown number of Viet Cong employing the same
type weapons. The 3,/47 Infantry returned fire and called in artillery,
light fire {eams and tactical airstrikes. The contact continued until
darkness. Known losses were four US killed and 70 wounded, and four Viet
Cong dead. At 1135 hours thzt same day Companies B, C and i, 4/47 Infan~
try, conducting a similar riverine move from the kobile Riverine Base to
the south side of the Song Rz Lai River, eight kilometers east-northeast
of Ben Tre, came under fire from the north sides of the river. The enemy
employed small arms and automatic weapons. Company C, 4/47 Infantry re-
ceived small arms fire again at 1500 hours after moving abcut one kilo-
meter to the south., Company C returned the fire with organic weapons,
assisted by gunboats of Tasl: Force 117, which was supporting both the
3/47 and 4/47 Infantry. At 1530 hours both elements came under heavy fire,
Company C from small arms, and the Navy element, located in the same vicin-
ity, from .50 caliber machineguns., At 1550, Company A beached 100 meters
west of Company C and immediately received heavy small arms and automatic
weapons fire. By 1750 hours all three companies of the 4/47 Infantry wore
engaged, The contact lasted throughout the daylight hours, assisted by
Troop C/7/1 Air Cavalry and tactical airstrikes. Losses of 4/47 Infantry
were one US killed and 10 wounded; Viet Cong losses were two killed and
two detainees. Casualties taken in C/7/1 Air Cavalry operation were one
US killed and 16 Viet Cong killed, 4Airstrikes in support of Operation
TRUCNG CUNG DINH that day accounted for 19 Viet Cong killed. On 17 April
both 3/47 ard 4/47 Infaniry conducted riverine operations, 3/47 Infantry
following with a reconnaissance in force f{rom a point on the King Teag
Voc Lnc Canal - nine kilometors northeast of Cal Lay. The 4/47 Infaatry,
operating approximately five kilometers to the west, contacted an enemy
force of unknown size at 1117 hours, Company A received small arms, auto-

matic weapons and &0mm mortar fire from an estimated reinforced platoon,

By 1440 hours three elements of 4/47 Infantry were in light contact, but
at 1605 hours it began to receive heavy small arms and automatic weapons
fire. Heturning the fire, the 3/47 Infantry called in support from artil-

"lery and light fire teams. The Viet Cong broke contact with both battalions
.a% 2020 hours, Results of the day's operatisn were 50 Viet Cong killed
“and six detainees, US casualties were five killed and 45 wounded. On 23

April the 2d Battalion,Vietnam Marine Corps, in close cooperation and co-
ordination with 3¢ Jrigade, 9th Infantry Division; conducted beach assaults
and reconnaissance in force operaticns in the vicinity of WS938416 (approx-
imately 10 kilometers northwest of Sa Dec). Throughout the day, 2d Bat-
tqlion,viemameae Marine Cocrps encountered light contact, but at 1845 hours
twu companies received hsavy firs resulting in two Vietnemase Marines

killed and Uy wourded., Contact broke al 2020 hours with 11 Viet Cong killed,
T 3/47 Infantry, conducting similar maneuvers about %en kilometsrs to the
.louthi;fomd no enemy forces but encountered extensive booby traps. The

Wi

fantry, operating scme 10 kiloneters to the east, established con-
tact at 1145 hours and maintained it uatil 1902 hours, meanwhile apprehend-
ing 55 detainees, in small groups. At 1615 hours Task Force 117, in sup-
port of the operaticn, began receiving fire which resulted in six US Navy
wounded. The operation was suprorted by 3/34 Artillery and 336 Arwed

L8

CONFIGENT!AL

s




—

{35

© Oy

CONFIDENTIAL |

L]
AVFBC-lu-H &0 KAY 1558

SUBJLCT: Operational Reporv of tuadquarters, YI Field Forces Vietnam
for Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR - (5 (RY) (W-DHO-
TO-A) (U)

Helicopter Company, Total casnalties for the operation were one U3
killed and 12 wounded; Viet Cony lesses were 31 killed and 55 detain-
ees, Through the remainder of April, contachs were penerally Light and
sporadic., Ou 30 April 3/47 Inianury was released from particiation in
the operation, TRUUNG CONG DIRH continves, Sipgnificant results to date
are 51 U3 killed and 401 wounded, and 343 Viet Cong killed and 365 de~
tainees apprehendad.

(b) Cperation PEUPLES ROAD wuas initiated 17 March 196C with the
mission of securing an engineer paving vroject on 2. kilometers of High-
way QL 4 in Dinh Tuong Province, beiwsen Cuil lay and the vicinity of My
Tho, in the IV Corps Tactical Zone, laitial task o.zaniwation included:
1st, Brigade, 9th Infantry Division with 2/39 Infaniry, 2/60 Infantry and
5/60 Infantry (Machanized). (n 19 April 5/6C Infantcy {less Company C)
was releesed from Operation PEOPLiS RCAD and went under cperational con-
trol of 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division in the III Corps Tactical Zone.
Throughout the period of this report =lezeats of the .31 Brigade conducted
continuing cperations in the vicinity of the highway, but mede few signifi-
cant contacts. By the end cf April, engineers of the 20th Engineer Bri-
gade had completed soms 60 per cent of the up-graie project on the high-
way. Cumulutive resulis of Operation FECPLES RCAD through 30 April are:
17 US killed and 107 wounded, @nd 2C5 enery killed and 293 detainees ap-
prehended.

(¢) On & April 1963, I FFORCKV initimted Campaign TCGAN THANG as a
large scale combined offensive operaiion encompsssing ths entire III Corps
Tactical Zone and employing all foseces imder {1 FYORCIV end Ceganding
General, IIX Cerps cperatizral conizol. woto tho wiore clan o elemanty of
the 9th Infantry Divisicn operating lo the 0 Cerps 7 .etizal Zone. The
task organization of United States/Free dorld Military lszistancs Forces
includes: 1st Infantry Divisicn: lst brigade, 1/28, 1/L0 «nd 1/2 Infan-
try, 2/2 Infantry (Mschanized), 7/3/17 &ir Civalry; 2@ B-icade, 2/18 argd
2/16 Infantry; 3d Brigads, 2/28 and /18 Infaitry, 7/% Alr Cacalry (less
Troop C), 1/4 Cavalry. (th Infentry Division: 3d Yripaae, 4/59, B/5/60
and A/2/60 Infantry; 4/39 and %,'3 Infantry, 2/47 Trfaatry (Mectanized),
Royal Thai Army Voluntesr Regir-i'. <«,th Inltniury D§vizion: lut Brigade,
L/9 Infantry, 4/23 Intantry (H:cnanized), 2/54 femor and 3717 Air Cavalry
{(less Troops 4 and B); 2d Brigade, z/l4, 2/27 an3d 1/27 Infantry, 1/5 In-
fantry (Mechanized); :d Brigade, 5/22 Infenlry, 2/22 lalintry (Mechanized),
3/4 Cavalry; 199th Infantry Bri-ude (Separate) {Light), 3/7 4/i2 and 5/12
Infantry, D/3/17 Cavalry; 34 Er.pade, 10lsl sirtorns Oivision, 1/506, 2/506
and 3/187 Infantry; 1lltn Armored Zavalry Ksgloent; ist Australian Task
Force, 2d, 3d and 7tk Peyal Australian Rogimante, A/3 Cavalry Regiment and
C/1 Armored Regiment. TOAN THALG ("Complste Victery"), replaces and broadens
the scope of Operation QUYET THAIL ("Resclu“s Victzry'), which termiratsd
7 April, This latter operation h.' oecn dirccted apainst speeiflic enemy
units in the provinces surrcunding Saigoa. Ly early Arril (UTET THANG had
succeeded in destroying enermy units arcund Saigon vo the peint that they
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beyan to disperse into more reiote =reas. TOAN THANG was initiated to
cemplete the destruction of Viei Cong,/Horth Vietnamese Arny units still
near Saigon and the heavily populated areas while reaching out to destroy
main forces in the remots regzions of the III Corps Tactical Zone, and
penetruting his base areas and denying him the use of them, After the
initiation of TOAN THANG, intellizence reports revealed that the enemy's
planned second large-scale offensive would probably occur in late April.
To counter this threat, IX FFORCLV redeployed major elements of its forces
and exscuted, within the framework of TCAMN THANG, a series of combined
spoiling attacks to keep the cnemy off balance and on the move, to prevent
his gathering forces for a concerted attack, to interdict his infiltration
routes and movement of forces, and to disrupt the execution of his planned
attacks, Contacts throughout the reporting period w2re generally speradic
due to the enemy being dispersed, and apparently avoiding becoming engaged
prior to the initiation of his planned offensive. There were, however,
significant contacts, the result of United States/Fres World Military As-
sistance Forces aggressively seeking out the Viet Cong in his bace areas,
One of the most successfui battalion cperations during the period took
place on 12 April., This action involved the 3d Battalion, 22d Jnfant:sy
and the 2d P italion, 22d Infantvy (Mechanized), opersting as part of the
3d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division in Vist Coug Base Area 355, about eight
kilometers northwest of the Michelin Rubber Plantation, Tie previcus day,
the battalion (less A Company), uad cenducted a recomnaissance in force
operation in a clearing about 300 meters in diameter. At 0232 hours, Com~
pany B, on the southwest of the battalion perimeter, begun receiving light
probing fire from the west. The perimeter forces returned the fire with
small arms, automatic weapoas and claymeres, Between 0300 and 0330 hours
the battalion's position was atlacked by €Onum and 32mm mertars, firing a
total of between 100 and 200 rownds. The mortar fire lifted at OL0O, and
was followed immediatelr by a ground assault {rom aa estimated Viet Cong
battalion, The main attack came from the scuthwest engaging Company B

and one platoon from Company U, with supporting attacks against all other
noints of the perimeter, The 2nemy employed small arms, autematic weapoas,
RPG rockets, mortars, and grenades. Friendiy forces answered with & heavy
volume of highly effective small arms, sutcmatic weapons and claymore fire,
Artillery was requested but could not fire until G415 hours becsuse of an
aitack on the artillery position. 3y CL30 hours the enemy had penetrated
the Company B position. Also at 0430 hours, light fire teams reinforced
the action, At 0500 hours airstrikes cowmenced emrloyirg 500 and 750 pound
bombs on the enemy force., Cowrany B was ceinforced by tine reconnaissance
platoon, and began to push the eneay back. At 0615 hours ths 2d Battalion,
22’ Infantry (Mechanized) reinforced the contact, and by 0530 hours the
perimeter was restored. Contact broke at (700 when the enemy withdrew.
Yigniticant results were 16 US killed and 47 wounded, 153 Viet fong xilled,
and 52 rifles and 13 light machinegun: captured. The following day, the
3d Battalion, 22d Infantry (less Company D) continued reconnaissance in
force operations in the sama general area, At G937 hours the unit contacted
an enemy force of unknown size. NMaintaining contact until 1735 hours, the
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battalion employed organic wsapons, artillery and airstrikes, killing

51 Viet Cong. Seven US were killed and L5 wounded, On 18 April in the .
3d Brigade, lst Infantry Division area, 1/), Cavalv'y reuained overnight in
a defensiv:: position during a reconu.issance in force operatica in DUTY
IIT area of operation, At 0343 hours apyroximately 19 kilometers east of
Ben Cat, the squadron began receiving mortar and WG [lee, which resulted
iu six US wounded., During the day the squadron recsived firs from small
arms and RFG. At 1525 hours Troop 4 made contact with an wniown number
of Viet Cong in bunkers. The Viet Cong used CS riot contrul agent on six
occasions  attempting to break ccutact. They succceded 2t 1730 hours,
after losing 57 killed. US casualties were two killed an! four wcunded,
That same day at 1145 hours, Company C/3/7 Infantry mede contact with a
Viet Cong force of unknown size located in an extensive base area 20 kilo-
uweters west of Binh Hiva. Companies A, B, and D reinfareed the contact,
supported by airstrikes, light fire teams and AC-47 {Spooky). Losses were
eight US killed and 50 wounded, and 59 Viet Cong killed. “he next day,

19 april, 1/4 Cavalry made vontact with an unknown rumber of Viet Cong at
1247 hours approximately li kilometers 8outh ¢f Phuoc Vinn, and continued
the engagement until 1630 hours. Nesults were 38 Viet Cong killed and two
US killed and eight wounded. Cn 24 April, 3/7 Infantry couducted an air-
mobile assault to a position one kilometer west-northwest of Binh Loc and
followed by a reconnaissance in force towerd the southeast. At 1400 hours,
Company A made contact with an cstimuted Vietn Cong Latialion and was re-
inforced by Companies B and D. The Vet Cong utilized smell &rms, clay-
mores, grenades and light and heavy machineguns. Friondly forces were
supported by light fire teams, tacticel zir and a-tillery. At 1610 hours
Company C reinfcreed the contact. Contact birole at 1715 hours, Eight US
were killed and 33 wounded, Viet Cong lossen were 33 killed, On 2 April the
3d Battalion, 7th Infantry of tie 159th Tnfenn ade (Usparate) (L:.ghf,,
conducted an airmeobile assault into i arcaz ¢ | st of Bioh Loc
in Bien Hoa Province, At 14U5 hours, Comvar —zet with an estime-
ated Viet Cong battalicn, and wus reinte. ced Y Go 5 © and D, As the
contact developed, thes three companizy ruceived 2 from o 2all arms and
automatic weapons including both light and heavy u The ~nemy
force also employed claymores, 105w bocty traps snd or An_xu-s, friendly
elements were supporwed by light fir- te 2 oy ang alrstrikes. At
1610 hours, Company C reinforced the aonk “ioh brere ut 1715 houra,
The action rssulted in eight US killid wud 5 wowr ) od, ad 33 enemy killed.
Contacts were frequent but oa s small :cale during the remainder of
April. Compaign TOAN THANG continues,

o. logistics and Transportatice.

(1) The 1st Logistical Comuand Forsasd vuppert Areas (Fiui) at loc Ninh,
Katum and Song Be were phased out on termination of Operations FARGO, YEILOW-
STONE, and SAN ANGELO, The Loglstical Support drea at Fhuoe Vinh continued
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to support the 3d Brigade, 10lst Airberne Divisien. The road to Phuce
Vinh was opened for approximately rour days each monih which allowed two
heavy convoys to resupply the Logistical Support Area., As a result
there were minimum requirements for resurply of Phuoc Vinh by fixed wing
aircraft, OUperations by the 1lth irmored Cavalry Repiment (-) in the
vicinity of Bunard were supported by an eir Line of Corrmnicstion. This
was accomplished without a pre-D-Nay logistical buildup and ro problems
waere encountered,

(2) The 10lst Airborne Division (=) was deployed to I Corps Tactical
- Zone by a combination of air and cea., During the period 9-20 March the
308th Combat Aviation Battalion, 188th Assault Helicepizr Corpany, 17th
hssault Helicopter Company and the 200th Assanlt Support Helicopter Com-
pany were deployed to I Corps Tectical Zone by air ard sea,

(3) Inclosure 3 summarized United States Air Force C-130/C-123 sorties
flown in suppert of II FFCRCSV units during the reporting period,

(4) The exchange of gasoline powsrcd armored personnel carriers for
diesel powered models continued during the period. A1l II FFORCZV units
except the 9th Infantry Oivisicn and 19%th Infantry Brigade, ars ncw equip-
ped with the diescl powered armored personnel carrier. The program is
scheduled to te conpleted in II FFORCEV by 31 lMay.

(5) A program to replace ML09 self-rropelled 1i55mm howitzers with
latsst productions models coumenced in April. Ninetecn have beon issued
to the 25th Infantry Division and 15 to 2/35 Artillery. The program is
scheduled for completion 31 July.

(6) Due to a shortage of 4843 tank ascets, MABA2C tanks were issusd
to the llth Armored Cavalry Regiment. The reculting reduction in require-
pert for the MiBAJ tanks and the assets gained by the exchange greatly im-
proved the tank operational realiness posture in II FFCRCEV,

(7) A II FFORCEV Regulation 750-4 concernin; maintenance of the MLGAL
rifls was published 8 March 1963. The purpose of the regulation is to con-
solidate the information furnished from varicus sources and to provide
compand guidance and policizs recarding rmaintenance of the ML6AL rifle,

(8) Thirty-six AH-1C (Cobra) helicopters wore received during the
reporting pericd. Twenty-seven aircraft were issued to the 7/1 Cavalry
. Squadron to fill Table of Orranization and equirment needs and nine air-
craft to the 1/4 Cavalry, lst Infantry Division. Thirty-eight OH-GA heli-
copters were received by II FFORCEV., The aircraft were allocated by USARV
and iesued as follows:
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11 aircraft to the 15t Infanix» vivision.
9 aircroft to the 25th Infar o Jivisien,
9 aircraft to the 9th Infaniry Division,
9 aireraft to the 1lth Armored Cavalry Laeiment.

(9) bDwring this period emphosis was placed on stimwdoiing ecommand
interact, and improving mess equipment fad mess accounting trocedures
for field ratiovn messes in the assigned and attacled weits of II FPCRC2V,.
Specific improverents included:

(a) Commanders making wnit fund monmey aveilable for table cloths,
curtains and decorations to improve che attocphere of their mess halls.

(b} The rrocurement of mew he:vy duty rarges, baking overs, orills,
coffee wms and dcep fat fryers., This cquipment is operated by ligeid
petroleus. gas. Units also rrocured frozen food codineis, zand food pre-
peration tablos. The use of this equipmeat coused o mirked improverent
in the quelity of food served. The utilization of leftoverc, forced
izsuwe ratiors and mess canitation measurcs imgreved as @ recult of pro-
cuwrenent and use oi new mess hiall equipront.,

(c) Incre:sed emshasis on the gquorterly rovies of mess recerds,

whicit resvlted in o moticeztle inmprowiunt in revduntine precedizes,

(10) Status of lrimoxy Lond Lincs of Comaunication as of 30 April
1968-

(a) #or tie ,urpose of this re cru t-oa followdrs ¥ 0.5 €4 cone
dition of land lines of coimunication ire defined.

1. Condition I: The route is capable of caxrying ui to siass 30
loads (811 division loads).

2. Condition II: Up to class 35 loads (th:z wajor:ty of 1losis-
tical transport e.gey 5000-gallon furel tankers),

3. Condition IIZ: Up to class 1. lozis (arsored .ersonnel car-
riers and 2% ton truciss).

4+ Condition IV: Can carry only lisnt civilien traffic; thero-
fore, it is oper only to lirht reconnaiszance vehislosnj.

5. Condition V: Cloged to all traffic.

(b) Route QL 1.
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1. Cambodian border (AT284244) to Co Dau Ha (.{T382250), bridge
blown ot XT383250, route condition V,

2. o Dau Ha (AT382250) to Cu Chi (XT628126), lowest bridje capa=
city class 60, route condition I.

3. Cu Chi (XD628126) to zcigon (:2793942), lovest bridne capacity
class 60, route condition I.

4e Saigon (X1793942) to RJ 316 (YT072130), lowest bridse capacity
class 30, route condition IIl,

5. RJ 316 (Y7072130) to auzn loc {¥145€090), lowest bridse czpa-
oity class 40, route condition II.

6+ Xuan Loc (YT456090) to II Corps Tacticzl ore beundary (ZT160-
041), lowest bridge capacity class 30, route condition III.

(c) PRoute UL 4.

1. RJ 3L 1 (43845914) to Zen Luc (XS618758), lovest bridge capa=
city class 60, route condition I.

2+ Ben Luc (XS618758) to III-IV bourdary ((3599600), lowest brlcge
caoualty class 35, route condition II.

(d) Route L 13.

1. BJ oL 1 (XS879971) to .n Loc (XT755885), lowest bridge capa=-
city class 35, route condition II.

2+ An Loc to Cambodian border (XU683233), route cordition V.

(e) Route L 14, Dong Xoei (Y7079759) to II Corps Tactical Zore

boundary (YU588175), two bridges oat (YU302012) and (YT166820), route
condition V.

(f) Route 3L 15.

1. Bien Hoa (YT002114) to Baria (Y$3€0607), lowest bridge capa-
city class 60, route cordition I.

2. Baria (Y5380607) to Vua; Tav ({5274444), lowest hridge capa-
city cliss 12, route condition IV.

() Route QL 20, RJ QL 1 (¥©343101) to II Corps Tacticcl Zone
boundary (YT763572), lowest bridce capacity class 30, route cordition IIl.
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{n) Route LTL 16, Bien How (YT002114) to RJ LTL 1i (XT887373),
lowest bridge capacity class 50, r te condition I.

(i) Route LTL 14.

1. Dong Xoai (YT079759) to -huoc Vinh (X970490), lowest bridge
ccpucity class 40, route condition II,

2. ?Phuoc Virh (41975491), to aJ QL 13 (XT612140), lowsst bridge
capacity class 60,route condition I.

3. 3ong Be (YUL45073) to Dong Xo0ai (Y7079759), lowest bridge
capacity class 16, route condition III.

(3) Route LTL 2, RJ QL 1 {YT437045) to Baria (75380607), lowest
bridge capacity cless 24, route condition III.

(k) Route LTL 54, Saigon (X38168%0) to Cau lLioi Ferry [XS786568),
lowest bridge capucity olass 16, route condition III,

(1) Route LTL 23.

1. Baria (Y3300€07) to (Yu628653), lowest bridme cepacity class
40, route condition Il,.

2. YS628655 to II Corps Tictical Zone boundary (Y¥o315700), route
condition V.

(m) foute TL 94 and LTL 1C, Saijos (XS79080) to Bav Trai (XT526-
044), lowst dbridee capeeity cliss 50, route condrtion 1IU,

(n) Route LTL 26 and 239, Tay i'inh (X025050C) to Jau Tisng (XT-
490460), loucst bridge capscity class 50, route condition I

fo Psychological Operctions and Civil affoara.

(1) sSignificant Isychologzianl Cucrations ictivitias.

(a) The IT #PORCEV Psychologial Omerntion effort in support of
tocticol oreraticns decreased sipgnificuntly during this quarier. ap-
proxuirately 2,500 sorties were Iloun by United S"cato-.s,/z-‘ree world 1il-
itary Assistnce Jorces ariy and ..ir Jorce awrcraft in sunvort of
I'sycholesicel Operntions tiis muarier us opvosel to 3,84% 3prties flown
laast quortesr. The corinl ddsseuination of leaflets decreased from slighti-
ly ovar 221 million this qu rter compared to over 466 miilion for the
previous quarter, In addition, the nunber of hours of aerial loudspeaker
broadcests decreased from 2,328 hours last quurier to slishtly over 1,700
hours thisz quurter. This signific:nt decrease was due in part to the
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increased empl: ziu vlreed on face-to-face anw viher means of com:-unica-
tin and seco.i 1, duz to the extencive offort put forth to update all
vayciolo;sicnl ooarations materisl and ;roduce better quality material
for the cominr juartex,

(b} Dur? - the jucrter 344 loi Chark: were —evorted ir III Corps
Tacticnl Zonc. 'Mis is a decrease of 1849 over the srovieus .period but
o hirh lewcl Viet Cong officials have rillied during the period and
a alight inci:ase has be n noted during erch month with 107, 117 znd
120 for Febuuzrr, jarch and April respectively.

(1) 3ignificart Civil Affairs/Civic Acticn activities.

(a) idlitory Civic action in II FRORCLV continued 2t an acceler-
ated rate anu & rocord number of civiec action prcjects vere completed
during the querter in the wake of the Viet Cong/North Vietnamese Army
DL Cffensive Cocovaigne Priority of effort was given to health, sari-
tetion, improving liaes of communicstion, conatruction and repair of
diellings, ana iistributicn of commodities.

(b) iedical Civie hetion (iIZDCAF) continues to be ore of the most
}efx‘cct.ive means for reaching the Vietnamese people. During tihe report-
ing: perioé wore thon 194,000 pntients were troated.

{¢) Hoports submitted under operaticnezl contrel of II FIORCIV
units reflect the emphasis given to maintaining lires of communicr-
iion. 4 hty-six brid;es uere built or repaired durirng the rosorting
wriods In ndéition, 1,097 kiloamcters of riad were upsraded represent-
in~ an inerc-se of 35 precent ov.r the usrevious quarter.

(¢} Cowmsodity distribution made the most favorable imzact on the
Vietnameso 0 ‘e durin; the qwwrtcre 70 offset the vast destruciion
of the T=! Offensive more than 2.1 million pounds of building materials,
foad £20 clothiing wor: distributed througchout the III Corps area. Thase
cozrodities were grotefully rccuived.

(¢) Duriny the .riod 1 to 18 Farch the 2d Civil .frairs Company
ves riergeiied on ay area-orionted basis in complionce with a plan
dovelo ¢ b/ JwdtY and anrroved b (L.CV. .rior to reorca:ization the
company hnu 22 penarcdiut slotoons citached to and in support of II
SXCRCLV opurationul conirol unita. At present 19 gencralist teurs
h-ve becn .lreid in dipeet suport of the rrovince sonior advisors in
nise rrovincee of IXI Corp. Tactical Zone and the wunicipal ity of
Vung: faue Cue toom una aleo sent to . province in IV Corps Tuctic.l
ne. e clvil affairs toams will serve a8 tho Jrovince Senior
adricor's prireipil moans for matching US/F.2UF, RVIAF, and voluntayy

,civilnm cfaney resourcos with the recuirements necded (o support pro-
-vingcizl revoluti:inarn development plans. 7n adéisi-n to providing
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civic action continuity and coordin: tion these urca-oriented teems will
also urovide tacticsl comncnders with opiimum plavning and opzrztional
assistance in refugee coxe and controi. Severn specizlist tenms ron
the compeny headquarters will recvide gencral sunrort to the field teans
in such {iclds as pubiic heuzlth, longunge, maintenance and suy ly.

ge Civil Operations and :evolutioniry Develo mcnt Suprort,

(1) Generzl.

(a) Incidents of Viet Cong terroviom asrinst civilions increcsed
sigificently in 1968, Incidents veported in 1967 totalled 3,433; how-
ever, 1,775 incidents vere repcriec -‘1"'1 ag the veriod 1 Januvary to 30
April 1968. Of these 1,317 were reported during the quarter beginning
1 February., Porty-six attucks a.:ain.,!. revolutlou.ry development {RD)
cadre were revorieu during the runrtsr, resulting in 40 killed, 61
wotnded :nd nine liidnapped. During the same perisd, 97 attacks o~
ainst lational Police resulted in 60 killed, 76 wounded and one kid-
napped. The greatest number of terrorist attecks were recorted in
Junuary and February, with a slight decrease in liarch and a large re-
duction in Anril.

(b} The total Vi:t fon, Infros..teture killed, captured or ral-
lied during the first quarter of 1268 was 398, ancverc;e of 135 per
monthe (3tatistics for April are nct vot availcyle. } Irevious month-
1¥ averages have been apnroxinctely 120. v-orreh.- ir the rIC IX pro-
sran has beern reletively :low due to 4he nced .o*' imrediate rilitary.
field operations. Inspec-ion of Iiwgzict Iotel 2o .o ot Courations
Coordinating Centers (;IL 2C) rowe ) the urpont aied fo Lxovise trcine
ing for both U3 and Vietrames: elererisz. .t is clse osse.$ial that
dire:tives Yo izsued to the DICIC tirovgh Vietnom:se chirncls to their

0

sersomnel, wiich will tar:llel Us anmc“w re

(c) There zprears to Le o cesnrnl move oo woe nast of coth US
and Vietn.wese wICCC elements <o wozi. toget: :_-r core clesely in opxir-
ating the DICCC. Onc matter of concerm is thit o persomel. In
goeneral, the DICCC are underrzmned, wnd the .31;..11" fave nad heavy
requirements conceminp order of battle tactical business. ai..‘.

that materiel is zor’shable, Viciinianis: coanterintellijeace invest-
igations received less attention. There wvaz som: hwore of getting two
US advisors for each DIOCC in all the priorivy provinces surrounding
the Saigon-Gia Dinh axca, but apparently tln.. will sat be uchieved,

(d) The operations in the verious DIUCC vary froz almost non-
existent to good. llone sre cc:sidered wvery god. This condition exists

because of a lack of security -n the voriouc osreac, a3 lack of personnel,
& lack of training and the nced for parallel directios vetween the
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Governmint of Vietnan and US pursornel velating to DICCC func-ions.
iove exylicitly there should be directives specifically edvisin both
U3 porsonncl ond Vietnamese hov to o cbout eliminating tho Viet Cong
Infrastruciure. Forty~four of t!:e JIGCC are operational to the axtent
that they huve advisors; sever xe withoui advisors.

(2) Revolutionary Developmaie

(2) The 1967 revolutionary develcpment vro~ram is now in its final
vhase, «8 a result of the T2 Ofensive, the decdline for ccmplation of
the progr a was citernded to 30 April 1968, Inspiie of the extension
the urogram will .ot be one hundred percent com:leied even though four
hamlets were aprrvved to be dropred from the nlan wien it bec.me appar-
ent that iier could not be worked wiihin the existing time frere. hile
the T3 Oflensniw: delayed the teraination of the 1967 progzam, completion
was alrvead; .-ell vehind schedule prior {o the initiition of attacks.

{b) h~ ambitious objectives ol completing 215 hamlats with 74
revolutionwry wvelo iwent teans and 12 Truong Soa teams, couplad with
a vary late start in 1957, rroducsd - situation whore the teams were
forced to work too quickly il were often moved rmch too soon., This
resulted in many hamlets being rejected 23 not completed by the divi-
sion tactical area inspection teams. Jarlisr orgunizotion of civil-
military revolutionary development teums could have offset this dif-
ficulty, and the eurrent plan for 40 civil-military revolutionary
development teanms ir. 1968 will gro=tiy increase the capability to cooe
pflete the very ambitious 1968 »rogram. As wentioned in the lest report
wie objectiye to eliminate the Viet Cong infrastructure wos not met
effectively, A weskness in meeting the objectives of orgunizin-~ the
people and ma'ting the loc:l administration effective and just, has glso
been highlighted in post-T:iT reviewvs of the existing revolutionary
cevelopment prosrua. Thase three objectives will he given emphesis at
all levels of cormnd and cperations during the remainder nf 1968, I¢
is expected th:t during lay the revolutiomary develoomenti oriteria will
be revised to reducc the number of cadrc tasks to a realistic ‘end
practicul progr:m. In this revision the asbove menticned points will
receive the most attention.

(¢) The Te? Offensive n~lso swotlighted a weakmess in the 1967
& DProgrom. llo follow-ug activities hzd beo:n €fectively programned or
carried out ir hamlets worked in tho years prior to 1667. by had
+ regressed becaus: of inattention. The ccse with which the Viet Cong
. coved in and through these hamlcts and built their atiack bases withe
, out regorts from the population on their activities brought the situa-
© . tion into the spotlight., Tha corrective mecsure cwrrently being
adopted within III Corpes Tecticcl Zone under the direction of the
linister of Revolutionary Develonment is & defensive belt for the em~
ployment of the humlet council, the local popular force unit and a
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threc-man mvoln‘tionaxy dvelops: nt cadre teun to work selected criteria
in hamlets smqun&in,, provinei:.l ond dL..tnct ¢apitals and/or lines of
corrunicution. vhile official asywov.l has not been made, the 1II Corps
Tacticil Zone pronnce" cu:mcn.,[vr plen to cover 302 hamlets in this pro-
grome Tois will Pequive. approxm‘Lz.ly 4,200 popular force per“onnz.l,
900 revoluiloaarf dcvelo;mwnt cadre ond 70 million piasters. It is also
anticipitea that village eouncils will be callad upon 0 assist in the
program. Anvrov.d aad implementation of tiis progr.am vas delayed by the
impact of I'resida.ntml Circular 001, dated 1 larch 1968, concoraning re-
orgmnzatmn of de«mmn*a.}. structure. Additionally, the linister of
Revolutionary Developuurt has not followed up on the approv:l of the
defense belt plan whick vae scheduled to h.ve baen completed by the III
Corps Tactical Zone Council during the last week of Arril. .hile it
had been hoped thot this plan tould be implemented by mid-limy, it is
doubtful that much'uill heve been accomplished by thot time.

(3) Territorial Security.

(&) The wmost si,,xuac.mt event during the weriod was the TET Of-
fensive. itegional Foree/Fopular Force siatistics during the neriod
29 Janu ry to 12 Pebruyry were as follovs: f{riendly, 221 1\._11ed, 461
wounded, 68 missing, 254 deserters, 241 individual weavons and 13 crew-
sorved weapons lost; enemy, 594 killed, 237 individucl and 62 crewe
scrved weanons ¢ ptused. Sixly-taree outnosts and walciitowers were
scriously danmaged or destoryed. Jurirng lirceh, 224 revelutionsiy foxrce
companies were authorized and 231 assigreda. The ussigied fizure re-
flects an increuse of two commanias during March. Regioarl force com-~
panies were zuthorized 33,421 porsomnc! ulth ‘67 079 tec-ent for duty
(876 rore *han in karch), The oresent fon it t0 cutiovived strongta
was 83 precent as compared to 81 .receni a -rm:n eariicr, UHth 794
popular force platoons authorized, 769 were aissimed., @ increass of
four platoons over Febru:wry. f the 27,750 opx lav LOI\.\_ pIrsONNEL
assisned, 23,001 were present for duty, ov 96 -oveeni af the autaorized
stren;thy u decline of one perc:int for tie mc,n..‘ The tutal of re-
gional forae and populur foree p.rauanel authorized was 36,211 vhile
the prerent for duty stren:th ues €1 rescert ¢f thei fisure, up fron
83 percent a month earlior.

(b) On 22 lurch, Nessage lo. 10243/TTi/TCTV/D/2/YK, addressed to
Arny of Vietnam corps and divisiciel uniie from tie Joint Cencral Staff
stated that as a result of the issue of 1-16 rifles to <he Amgy of
Vietaam, 2 cordines and Brownirg autoratic rifles would te released
for issue to region=l farces and .opuler force units to upgrade their
firepower. 4 plan has Leen approved for the issue of :i-16 rifles %o
these units after all active army units hove been supplied with thenm.
Thie program is at laast four to fi.e moniks away.

(¢) A vigorous program was developed in arch znd Agril to o—
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improve the morale and welfarc or the individual soldi:r. Galled &F/
PF Qutrost Month, it also coat.in: s:acific actions 1o im.rove these
units! offensive operationa, out.ust cofenses, reaction forcas for
outpost rclief and intelligence ni.licctin-<, to counter irliltration

. by Viet Cong infrastructure and to :st:blish psychologiccl :rogrems

to countor Viet Cong prona wide divecied acainst theme The .rogrem,
as anproved by Commanding Genorsl, II SfURCZV and Commandino Genersl,
III Corps runs from 20 April to 20 izyv. :

(d) Duxing Marc', the De-uty Cormandine Cen-ral, III Corps, the
Deputy Chief of 3te’  ,.: .. ~ional Foree/Fopular force and a renre-
simtative of the re- .. atienssy evelopment sectior visited 2il rro-
vinezs within III C-uv Tactienl L-ne. *fter o norning briefing at
eech location, the .avr » wvisited lo~ ..  ocots, evolutionsry devel-
oument cuire teame (<1 hamlets thiovghout azch wzovince to 2asess
their over:1l effec-’* * ss ond Lo moke -v,, estinsns and racommendations
for improvement.

{e) Comme- .. wity 312 moaih ol .uvi®, iII Corps Tactic:l Zone
begun receivin, muoilt v3 oL 2w USaRV In Ceuntry
Advisory 3chool . ihulrn,, i *. «{visory Teams wvere deplcyed
makins & totll ¢ T % Lt emn din Cor;3 Tactic:l Zone.

(4) Refugees.

(a) The TP Offensive finally focwsed a gsreat de 1 ¢f attontion
upon the needs of refugees and caused ruch re=6tion fro:. Victnamese and
amzrican officials who worked tope‘hnr in « s:irit of cooperaticn to a
degree which has not becn experiersed ureviously, in an attemat to al-
leviate the major problecs.

{b) It was found nccessary to allocuted wortions of tha jreblome---
orimarily rejporting---to other staff sceiions in tais headquurters, and
to c:21l together many Viotnamese oifici.ls and staff a-encins to react
to the urogrims of the lLution.l .ecovery Coumittee. This Committee
still meets wockly and continues fo aitach the major vroblems, although
{ts work has only verw-.

(c) Since T2T, a gre.t cexl o interest in refurees has been gene
erated. It is most nocessary that this int

§ be mainicinad nnd thit
a Rocovery Cormittee or similar hi-" lewel, imuact group b2 2 uwajor part
of the refuzee pro,Tam.

(d) The greatest lessen %o be isavred from this quirter's overa=

.tiong is the importance of a cozprehensive, responsive refusee staff,

able to immadintely cct upon comnodity ani fund rejuests benafitting
refusces. This group as renrc onted by the ilutionsl keesnr: Couzitice

&0

CONIIBENTIAL




CONFIBENTIAL

@G‘ »‘:"'..::;‘ “"A’
AVFBC-RU-H : .
SUBJSCYs Operational Revort of iendquarters, II field forces Vietnam
for Period Znding 30 ipril 1668, RCY CsPOR - 65 (i1) (./-DHO-
0=4) (U)

should have ample resources and tas power to use them.

(5) Chieu Hoi.

(&) During the puriod, 344 Hoi Chanh rallicd to the Governrent
of Vietnam as compared with 976 and 2,572 for the corresponding periods
in calendar years 1966 end 1967 respeciively.

(b) The reduction in the number ¢f Hoi Chanh con be accounted for
by the following factors:

1 The TiT Offensive and corcequent loss of sccurity.

2 The inability of the Armed iropagranda Teoms to undertake
nsychological operations missions due to this lack of cecurity, and
the nced to make use of their scrvices to improve the defense of Chieu
lol centers.

3 The large number of Viet Cong killed duvring the T£T 0ffensive,
many of whom maoy have been potential 'loi Chanh.

4 Torth Vietnam Aawy versonnel, who tend not to xally for a
varicty of reasons, are replacing losses in Viet Conr "inits in much
grouter numbers,

(¢) In addition, the following factors glearsa from recent rel=-
li~rs, are also rclevant:

1 Increzsed propegonda by ita: Viet Yong Lo
a Counter the Chieu iHoi Pro:ram.

b Xeep alive the pronise of wltimate victozy.

¢ Reassure treir ronk ar Iile of t'w “reality o!f a coziition
government',

2 Creatly increzsed security meusures cxercised by the Viet Cong
to prevent their members from rallying.

Lack of military operntions br I~iendly forces of the order and
manitude of that of early 1967.

(d) Zmployment of Kit Carson Jcouts by U3 iilit:ry unite increas-
ed cuch nonth during the quarter with the lkarch total of 146 employed,

almost drublin: the 7€ re-ortd for liccenmbter 1967. By <le end of April
pore tha 160 vere employed on o continuing busis,
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(e} The lescsona learned arve:

1 That friandly propasonda must be crecible, relevant and care-
fullJ tiricted,

2 That Chieu loi Cesters must be cdequutely fortified to previde
doi Chanh with the protection they have been promised.

3 Unot toctical militory pressure must be muintained at wll times.

4 Unless these are accom-lished, it is considered that tls returnee
rate will eontinue to remain depressed,

(6) ©New Life Development.
(a) Lo~istics

1 Luring ipril, provinces coatinued recov.ry from the 37 Offen-
sive. Jelivery of comrodities by contrrel truck to most provinces was
almest back to normal and su.lies were moving in quantitias to all
osrovinces. Deadlined trucks continued to plague the four .rovinces
uhich pick up comnodities ir Seion but tiey h ve been assisted during
the quarter by contruct truck deliveries. Juprlies in country remain
1i: good quantity and moat rebuilding nceds have been satisfied. All
mejor highways have been oren since Februiry.

2 All provinces were cleanin: up warehouses and were zttemnting to
issue the balance of cecment and roonng to families vhose homes h:d been
damaged or destroyed. irection of wrovince vehicle main' emance sho:s
projr. ssed well in eisht provinces but ncne wore completed ir the first
quarter of 1968. It is felt that interruption of srogress ir the supe
nly ard maintenance field has been termnorary and all provinces look fro-
ward to axcellent progress in the second quarter.

(b) Agriculture

1 1In the fall of 1967, absut 250 heotares of improwed rice strain,
.18=8, were planted in Vo Dat District, Binh Tuy Province. These orcps
“Have deen heovasted with a yield nf sbout 2.5 tons ver hectare. This
- compares with an avcinge of 0.69 for the loc:l struin which was usually
raised in the arca. laximum yicld of native rioce in Vo Dat has been
1.2 tons. (Top yields for IR-8 in Vietnam have been as high as eight
tons per hectare on controiled plots.)

2 In preliminary discussions with the liinistry of Arriculture
regarding the ,urchase of Ih-8 seed rice from the {armer-producers in
the Vo Dat area, American advisors proposes an exchange of eatins rioce,
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kilo for kilo, plus a bonus of Vietnam 310 per kilo of seed obiaired.
later, recognizing the shortage of rice in the area we cliungzd our
proposcl to an exchange based on a three for two ratio with no mone=-
tary exchange. The Government of Vietnam, after a lony delay in an-
nouncing e plen, offered the farmers six kilos of regular rice for

each five kilos of seed. There vas no seed forthcoming. !linistry Of-
ficisls finally went to Vo Dat and negotiuted with tre farmers. They
arrived at an agreement whereby the fermers would exchange s~me of thoir

seed for rasular 1ice at a thr2e to two ratio. An exchange as con-
suzmated.

T.is was a case of Government officials not recognizing the
farmer's understanding of economics. These farmérs knew they had a
product of resl value, The attempts of the Covernment to purchese at
less than real value were not appreciated. But when we got officials
out to talk frankly with the farmers, in a free cxchange of ideas on

the farmrs! own ground, it was possible to come %o g common ground of
understanding.

(o) Zducation: In the ficld of i3ducntion, in response to the
Viet Cong T<T Offensive, surveys were started as early as 19 February
of damage to-sehool buildings, diverted use of buildings (for refusees),
school supplies, equipment ani echool parsonnel. l}osi schoels in re-
latively securé areas in the II1 Corps Tactical Zone were open prior
to the 1 April openins date prescrided by the Ministry of iducation.
A successful effort vas made to locate teachers from ihuoc iong and
Tey Ninh who were not able to leave the Saigon eres afier TUT, and to
vrovide air transportation for them to return to tleir jobs. Teacher
recruitment is unider wvay with priority to .fem:le candidates tc reduoe
the iapact of mlitary draft of teachers. Recruitment has excecded
tocehor position ellocations for 1968. Two seminars were held in

-Blen oo for regional education personnel: one¢ for tcachers who «will

conduct training courses in the provinces this sumrer, and one for
province and regionsl education officials regarding tiis yeuor's pro-
éran planning and implepentation.

h. Staff Judge Adveccte,

(1) During the reporting period the Staff Judse Advocate pere-
sonally visited the following unit: in the field to rssist and cdvise
the communder and his key personnel in the proper zdministr.tion of
military justice and Article 15, to inform the commarder arnd his key
personnel as to the proper method of a~bmitting cloims for personal
property damaged or lact as a result of rostile action, and to rondur
legal ascintanoe services $o all personnel requiring such assistsnoes
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6th Battalion, 27tk Artill.ry

2d Sattalion, .35th artillery

Battery B, 6th Battalion, 27th frtillery
Jattery B, 7th Battalion, 9th Artillery
Battery B, 1lst Battalion, 27th irtillery
Bettery A, 2d Bettalion, 13ta Artillery
3attery 4, lst Bettalion, 27th ~rtillery
Zecdquariers, 2d Battalion, 13th rtillery
e -dquarter:, 23d ..rtiller; Group
.jeadquarters, 54th irtillery Group
Tecadouartors, 7th Battolion, 9th Artillery
lleadqu rtors, 2d Battalion, 32d .xtillery
3attcry A, 2d Battilion, 1llth Artillery
Battesy C, 6th Battalion, 27th artillery

{2) wuring the reportin; period the Staff Judge idveccte classi-
ficd & number of detainees as civil defend.nts or grisoners of ware

(3) During the reporting reriod therc were four gencrol courts-
msxticl conducted {or such offenses as wor crimes, manclaushter, pos-
session of zorijuar:i, absence without leave and misarpropriation of
a goverruent velicle.

(4) oDuring; the reportin~ zoriod the office of tae Staff Judge
advocete recaived frequent requests from the office of the Deputy for
Civil Crerutions and Pevolution-ry Development, II FFONC:V, for legal
tu;port. Thege metters included assistunce in the drefting of corre~
sponéznce, orders and memoranda, assistance in necotiations with USARV
and [..CV on questions dealing with ccrpensation for private prozerty
occupizd Uy elemants of I1 FTCRCEV and its oparational control unitse
Addisionally it was found desirezble to coordinate ::ith clements of
Deputy for Civil Operatiors and Revolutionary Develoumcnt Support on
questions of classification of detuinees to obtain evidence pertaining
to such ceses and to :nsure that within the limits of intermational law
all cleossificuiions were made in the manner most likely to advance the
long terxm.intercsts of the United States arl to aoid conflict with ap-
propriate agercics of the Prublic of Vietnanm.

(5) Durin; the reporting poriod tho office of the staff Judge
Adwocite also provided considcrable day-to-day legcul advice to units
and xrsonnel of the II1 Corps Advisory Teum, since it olso sorves
the Commcnding Gencral, II PIURCIV, alt.ough assigned to FACV.

(6) During tho reporting period tle office of the Stuff Judge
Advocate devoted conziderable tire and effort to what would be rcrmal
post camp or station functions; for exacple, legal advice to and ::bout
non-appropriated fund activities, to include drafting and review of con-
treacts for construction and maintenince of facilities ard concessions.
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i, Communications.

(1) General. Significeni improvemonts ‘ocommand and control
communications have been accomplished during the period ending 30 April
1968, Both the means and methods of communications have been increased
to proviie greater flexibility and resporse in direct support of com-
mand operations.

(2) As aresult of the TuT Offensive, II FRORC:Y estiblished a
task {orce to coordinate and participete in the combzt operations in
the sai-on area (Capitsl Military District). This task force deployed
the last prrt of Januury. To provide adequnte comrmunicaticrns, for the
necessary comm.nd end control of the combai battzlions involved in the
operatizn, a2 VI system was established from lieadausrters IT PPCLCLV
to Saigor, along with required Fil and AM radio nets., Army signsl sup-
port organizations ~asisted communications requirements by providing
circuits to the Capitml lilitary District Tacticsl Operations Center
in Saigor and to the Juint Defernse Cperations Center zt Tan Son Nhut,
Throughout the operation communications were effective and provided a
reliable means for control of combat operations.

(3) Base comp communications have continued to expond and improve,
As a result of the TuT Offensive overhezd cable systems located et
Plentotion were dsmaged, resulting in the loss of cormunications to
certain major wsits. An extensive progrsm of re¢habilitation £ exe
isting facilities to include providing required communications to the
I1I FYORCV underground Tactical Operations Center was immeaiately under=-
taken. In larch, the major portion of the underzround csble distribu-
tion systen for flantation complex was completed; & wire head Was es-
tablished in a conex adjacent to the ccmmand bunker to terminste a
300-zair cable to Hurricane Tactical Operutions Center switchboard;
a 200-pair ccble to Flentation swiicabcard; a 200-p.oir cavle to Hall-
mark switchboard; z 100-peir cable to the wndergrourd Tsctical Opera-
tions Center, anc a 5(-pair c.ble to the ccamind buwikere 35till pro=-
grammed for construction is g 200-pair cable fron !lurricune Eatch to
Hallmark and a 100-ppir cable fom jlurricune t¢ the uaits at the north
end of rlantation: 199th Infantry Brigade (Seperate) (lLight), 303d
Radio Research Battalion, 12th Aviation Group, ard the 79th Engineer
Group. The Hallmark - Patch cable is to be completed by 5 Mav, the
other in June. Upon completion of ihzze cible projects, reliable
comurnications within Flantction to the major units will be assured
with minioum sugceptability to enemy acticn.

(4) During this period a total of 18 radic relay systems were
installed to support tuctical (perations within III Corps Tacticul

Zore and to prc- ide the required communicatvions from Headquarters, II
FFORCZV to major operational control units. Significant 12-channel
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radic relesy systems installed include a system to Jeadguarters, III
Corps, e system to Long Binh, and a sys'em to Long Tame. In addivion
a four-channel system was established to the office of the Deruty for
Civil Operations and Revolution:ry Development 3uposort, and n four-
channel system to llth Armored Cavalry Regsiment to supcort combat
operationsu.

(5) In April, dial trurks were installed between Flentation and
Bien Hoa, giving the Plantation subscriber the cbility to ciasl Bian
Hoa loci:l and army numbers. Addition:lly at this time, the three-dinit
emergenc;; nunbers for fire, ambulance and ::ilitary police were install-
ed. As additioncl dial central offices are installed throughout the
III Corps area, the direct dia) capability will be expandcd. Both dial
trunks between Flantation and Cu Chi are presently being engineered.

(6) communications security within II FSORCEV was enhanced by
major improvements to the signal publications of units assigned to
Headquarters, II FFfORCzZV. Signal publicaticins improvements for II
FORCEY are forthcoming and should provide the entire II F7ORC:V vith
an increzse in communications s ca.lty A11 units oparuting in the III
Corps Tactical Zone and IV Corus Tactical “one received rev consolidated
tactical Fli frequency authorizetious which improved the problem of Fl
interference wit:in these two Corps zones.

Jo Information Officer.

(1) 1II #FURCsV Information Officer continued to publish the
.'-iurricane magaz ‘ne with increased circulestion to wunits throughout the
III Corye Tacticzl Zone. dach month & two-man tesm travels TDY to
Tokyo e la.y out tie magazine fcr the next month znd 4o :ick un the
current magszine., This office has grectly expanded its cowverage of
Civil Gparations ctnd Revolutionary Develcpment Support, Regional Force/
Popular Force, Rejsublic of Vietnam and other nationel ereas of the III
Corps Tactic.l Zone. With this increase, this office's material also
found its way into more in-country and out-of~country newspapers and
periodicals, the result being morc publicity for the less well known
areas of the III Corps Tuctical Zone.

(2) #ith the advent of the 7.7 Offeasive during this re orting
qu rter, tnis office hendled 2 grcat influx of international news media
wishing to visit and report on arexs of fighting, revolutioncry develop-
ment, hegional é‘orce/:opulnr Forces, kepublic of Vietnam army and United
States forces. By doaling with these correspondents srd helping to pro-
vide them with transportation and other accom:odations, there was a noted
increare in tho amount of the nation 1 Vietnamese areas receiving cover-
arRe a3 oprosed to United States activities. Althourh difficulties were
encountered, it was found tha* most were remedied by cornstant contcet
with the divisions-~-nited 5t.tes and Revublic of Vietnan Army---and
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Civil cperations and Revolutionary Davelopment 3upport personnel who
assisted at all {imes in helping to get pxess representatives to the
areas that they wished to see.

(3) during the reporting qu.'.rter this office rele sed over 1,500
home town news releases t0 media in the United St:tes. Following the
T2T Offensive more than 700 of these releuses were procossed, and by
feecbac‘{ reborts, most were printed m home town ne:ucpapers

(4) bembers of this oifice econtinued to tr.vel extensively in
the III Corps Tacticzl Zone to gather materiz) and backyround for stories.
In turn, each was able to prouuce in-depth, detailed and factual ac-
counts for release. Juring the re;orting quarter, this office continued
t0 be assisted by the 16%th Public Informstion Detachment.
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2, (C) Section 2, Issgons Learned: Commander's Obgervations, Eyalua-
tions and Recommendations. ' ]

a, Command, None

b. Persopnel, Health, Morale, Safety and Discipline.
¢, Intelligence and Counterintelligence.
d, Plaps, Operations and Training.
6. logistics:

(1) Repair of Office Machines.

(a) OBSZRVATION, Considerable delays are being enccuntered in get~

ting office machines, primarily typewriters, repaired for field organiza-
tions.

None *
None

None

(b) EVALUATION. Light Equipment Maintenance Companies have the re-
sponsibility for the repair of of{ice machines, howaver, . they are usually
short of skilled technicians and repair rarts are difficult, if not impos-
sible, to obtain, Most machines are quite old and are of varied makes and
models, Machii:+ are usually evacuated and repaired at higher levels of
maintenance or b;* local contract, after long delays,

(c) RECOMMENDATICN, That office machines issued to field organiza-
tions be standardized, mor: skilled technicians provided to the Light Equip-
ment Maintenance Companies, and repair parts rrogrammed into the supply sys-
tem,

f. Psycholopical Operations and Civil Affairs,

(1) AEM-ABS-4 Loudspeaker Broadcast System.

(a) OBSERVATION, Tho AEM-ABS-4 loudspe aker system mounted in a 1/4
ton trucit permits the maximm motility required in a fluid situation. It
allows optimum positioning of the broadcaz: station and can reach the
largest number of people in the tzrget audience.

(b) EVALUATIUN, The AEM-ASS-4 loudspeaker Broadcast System mounted
on a i/4 ton truck proved most effective in populated areas during the
Viet Cong/North Vietramese Armmy TET Offensive. Broadcasts based on current
intelligerce information was directed against Viat Cong/Ncrth Vietnamese
Aroy forces, The civilian population was informsd s¢ inpending action and
warned against condoning th» wie of privats and pubiic mildings by encmy
forces for cover and oconcealment., As the tactical situation permitted loud-
speaker systems were used to direct the civilian population to specific
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areas whcre wmedicul aid, food :.¢ uwcter were aveilzble, Loudspe ker
gsystems proved invaluable in iscuing instructions and maintuining order
as the number of homeless civiliuns continued to mount. The use of
this loudspeaker system in comruricating with the lNerth Victnumese Army
troops in their northern dislect proved extremely effective in inducing
the ene' y to swrender or rolly to the Government of Vie iaam.

(c) R3COL.=: UATI0L. That this system be mo ¢ widely used as a
vehicle broadeast station to yrovide o versatile ané powerful aseens of
battle field communication capable of covering large arerns.

'(2) U-10 Loudspesker Systom.

(a) OBSERVATION. The loudspecker system mounted in a U-10 air-
cruft ¢:n be utilized to cormwicete with ground forces, and in 4h- area
adjacent to II FFORC:V Heedquurters it provea very effective during
the T:T Offensive.

(b) ZVALUATION. “he loudspesker system mour'‘ed in the .10 air-
craft provides a means of communicctirg with both friecidly and enemy
personnel on the ;rounc. During the TET Cffensive, cnesy trocps in the
area adjacent to II FFCRCIV Headquart rs wera encouraged with live
aerial loudspeakers tc surrencer to UJ forces in the vicinity. I'road-
casts in North Victnanese dialect wiri dirvested ut borth Vicinamese
Arry trocps, followed by .nglish directed at Us forces. This technique
proved effectivé becnuse it kept the Us forces abrewst of the situation
end let them know what was expected when anemy trcups surreiclerad,

(¢) ReCCM oluaTioNe  Phat more vic be made or ihe U-10 wmounted
loudspeakor syster in fluid t.ctical situstions to ccmmuniente with
the ener:y and keep frierdly forees informad of cuwrraat devalopmunts.

(3) acria) loudsvesirs in sud.ovt of rrounl ov vibions,

(u) OBSRVATILN.  The U-10 pireraft lecudzyoshier sreton when uged
to supplement the ewmployment of « Uleld helicopter-mounicd ARd-aBl-4
Lloudspeaker Broadcast Systwea, can sun wort eaternded erow.l rreretions.

(b) EVALUATIOY. Zmployment of the two loudsperke:r system mounted
in different type aireraft has proved to be ~iw artinunm rowne of using
aerial loudspeckers in sugpert of extended sround dsorations (twe hours
or longer)., The U-10 hes the edvanivge of being able i siay zirborne
and remain in the tarret area for long puriods ol tims. The AZM-ADS-4
loudspe ker s ystexm mounted in a Uii~1D halicopter is a wore effective
loudspe.ker system, but s limitud becasue of thc lengtu of time the
aircraft can stay airborme. This system also lLas tne wdvantage of boing
able o0 hover over th? target area. The use of boih aerial loucspeeker
systers simultaneously pormits two differont targets to he attecked at
once .
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(¢) RECON NPATION. fThe U-)0 mounted loudspeaker sy<tér. ard ‘the
AEli=ABS-4 loudspecker Broadecgt system mounted in the Uil-ll nclicouter
be used to;ether to support ground operations in excess of two hours

duration.

(4) Color lixing and Shading.

(a) O3SZRVATION. 4 more extendvi use of color and color combie
nations orn printed material will improve the atteniion-geiting nuadity
of the printed matter.

(v) <VALUATION. The use of color mixing acd shuiing has increased
the attention-getiing gu lity of printed wnterial. ‘The quolity of print-
ed mslerin) is grazded according to the nuzber of impressions m:ve to the
viewer. sach additinnul color adds un in.ression, t.us the more colors
or shades on eucl. piece of imaterial, the lorger number of impressions -~
made.

(¢) R&COMMLOAYIUN. That an ircrease in the color mixing and shad-
irg be used on rinteu material to improve ihe guality of material pro-
duced,

(5) Identification of T~ d end wounded Civilizns and cnemy Soldiers.

(a) OBSCRVATICE, When chaos and confusion gre predominant in a
villnge after an enemy attock, well trained and experienced civil affairs
temms can be invalucble in assisting the local villagers with the loca-
tion of deud and wounded civiliun: and with the disnosal of dead enewy
soldiers.

(b) EVALUATICH. During tle initi-l phases of the eneny att.ck on
the 2ien iloa-lonz Binh complex, arjiroximately 250 eivilians were killed
or wownded along with numerous enerny soldicrs. COne of the missions os-
sirned to eivil affairs platoons during the hazlet-ty-hamlet survey con=
ducted in the vicinity of II FPCRCEV He.dquurtera was to locate dead and
wvounded enemy soldiers. In the casc of dead civilians, the hanmlet or
village chief was notified of the de:th rnd he in turr assumed tle respone-
sibility for notifyimg relative: ard/or rerovin~ the remnins. .ourded
parsonnel vere citier evacvatad to a loc 1 hosrital for tre 4ment or o
a U milit-ry evecuation hospital for treatrert. hen & dend erevy
80léier was located, t e civil affairs platoon lender noiified the G,
II FALKCLV, wio nad a detail of men with trans ortation availuble for
this purpose. The civil afiairs platoon guided tais detail to the dead
soldiers, which in turn reroved the remains to a locution designated by
district ard/or province officiasls.

(c) RiCOMIZhwATION, Thot ~ivil affairs rlutoons continuve 0 asaist
in t*- identification and removal of civiliars ard enremy soldiurs killed
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or wounded in popu'lat.ed areas as a result of enemy action.

(6) Restoripg Order in the Villages Adjacent to II FFORCEV Headguavters.

(a) C3GERVATICN.  When numercus homes are damaged and destroyed
a3 a result of military action ard enemy fo.ces have infiltrited into
& village or hamlet, the natural reaction of the local people is to
oonyrregate din an area of relative security often without perconal be-
longings and food. A tremendous burden is thus pleced on the locel
government for the control, feeding end provision of shelter for these

peoples 4 well orgunized civil affairs team, with emergency commod-

ities on hand ¢an move into the area, coordinate with the loc.l offi-
cials and help to allevie'e sufferinz und assist in restorin; order in
2 ninirun time.

(b) a&VALUAPICH, As a resuli of the concentr.ted cnemy 7.7
att cks on the Bien Hoa-Long Binh complex several civilimu homes vere
destroyed or demared. In addition, 50 civilians were killed and a;-
proxim:tely 200 were injured. OGver 15,000 peovle were teiporarily
displaced from their homes in the arca immediately adjacent to II
FARCLV Headquurters. By 1000 hons on the day of the attack a t.sk
force of four ojivil affairs nlatoons from the 2nd Civil iffeirs Com-
pany vere musiered and prepcred for deploymeat into tic oflectel arees.
Concurrently, »l ns were made to obtain emersonc rstions, water, iem-
porcxy shelter and medical core. At 1230 hours the task force moved
into %he villipes of Ho Nai and Khu Gia Vien to contict the local
officials and berin 2 hamlet-by-lmmlet survey to determiae the number
of dead, wounced and homeless civilinns. The wost Drescins problem
encountered vas the gatherirg of sene 15,000 ncoeloss ant tomporarily
displaoced wersons in a church and .a hosnital.  Ismediate relief was
provided in tue foxm of rice, buljar wheat and C-ratiuns for roed, wnd
five joncrul yurcose tents for shelter. 3By 1800 lours the cavil aifuirs
plateuns had made outst-nding progresc bovard vesiorivs order in the

" humlets which wete direcilvy affected by t'e attack.

() RICLIILADMTICK. Thet eivil af. uirs platecns b utilized as
rapid reacilon forces to assist Covernment officials in restorins law
and order in villuges subacquent to an encty attack wnd in rroviding
car: for the homeleas oivilians sulfering as a result of enemy wuction,

(7) Stormye and Distributioo of Commoditios in sup. art of Civil

Pecoyory activitios.

(a) USSuRVATILE. Jubsejuunt to t.e attuck on harlats wnd vil-
leges djoount to 11 APCRCSV Beadquerters, US units utilizirg cartured
rice, U3 aganoy for International Developzert and Cathelic Relief Ses-
vices couwditigs, provided food relief to the numercus ‘wmeless and
tempor.=ily displaced oiviliens until relief c:uld be provided through
Governnent ghannols.
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{b) .VALUATICH. During the first we:lk ofter the ¢flensive com-
modity cuvport through Governs=ent clicnnels was extrevcly lindited.
Civil af: ir teams Of the 2nd Civil affairs Conpany re.orted tant
thore were 15,000 hcuvles., aidd tempo-nrily cispliced perxsons in ihe
area adjacent to II FFORCLV Headquirters at the c:id of the fivot day
of the W20 Offensive. By thwe folloving :ovining food distributing
points hal been cctrblished and water points rrovictwd frow the zee
sources abailable to II FPCRCHY CICCY units. T issedials reaction
of US units, counled with food stuff stores on hand for emerm-2acy
situations precluded any serious food short:;: und =rovided cdequ:te
rclief until Covernment reliof chonnels were ecteblished.

(¢) RECOMLIATIV.. Th-t IT DACRCSV units store at brigade,
division a=d field forc. lewl sulflicieal quentitiss of noneperishe
able fo:d to meet emerjency situations wiere large numbers of nome-
less and displaced persons have been ponerated, and provide relief
until Government relief chea:incls can be established.

€+ Civil Cperations and Revolutionary Develonment Suoocrt,

(1) Failure of the Cutwost Syster of Defense for Hamlets and
Villages. '

(2) 033:VATION. Thal the presont systewm of RBeiional Ferce/ -
Popular force defense of h.mlets gnd villages from outjost positions
is inadequate.

(b) SVALUATION. Tae Vied Cong TST Offcrnsiwe demonstrated
clearly that in scme cases RF/iF outposts could not provide ade-uate
security for villuers, even immediately outside of their village
zates. During this offensive some outpostcwere overrun and in other
cases outnosic werc abandoned in the face of Viet Cong attucks. :o0se
outrosis which proved to be ineffective exhibited on: or g nurber of
the following weaknesses,

(1) The Cefensive capabilities of the rost wer: inadejunte for
the task of withstanding a determined Viat Con: zitack.

(2) Units occupying villoge and hamlot outpoats were poorly
armed in couparison to the attacing Viet Cong force:.

(3) Radio comaunications and facilities lacked the desived
deyrea of offectivursss due to a shortage of modarn eguipzente

(4) In summ places a feolin: o couslete isolatio: coupled with

8 lack of self confidence ard hope for reliaf once under attsck from
Viet Cong forccs reduced effectiveness.
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(c) RSCOMLMNJIATION. Thoc priority ta given to the follnwing as=
pect of the R#/PF village and hanlet defense syatem.

(1) «<mphasize and assist in the upgrading of RE‘/PF outposts and
positions.

(2) rrovide better and more modern arms and radio co:aunication
equipment to RF/PF units,

(3) Promote self confidence vithin R#/PF wnits by h:ving them
undertake offensive oper:tions in limited areas of op:ration assigmed
near their posts. Combined operations with ARVI/FsIAF units am: es~
sential to a successful begimning.

(4) rovide for adequate re.ction forces for FF/iF outposts
attacked by superior Viet Cong Forces.

hs Stafr Judre Advocate.

(1) Corns Lovel Personnol Resuirements.

(a) OBSZRVATION, The activities of II FFORCEZV and the additione-
al dutios performed by the Commanding General genercied a very heavy
lezal workload. Actually this workload is greater than that which
would be porfovr:d by a normal tacticzl Corps Headquarters sirce the
IT SFURCSV pertorns many functions not normally assigned to a corpe.

(b) =ZVALUATION. The acceptance of a reduction in TOZ 52-1T7 from
the authorized six Judge Advocate officers to four officers wes a nis-
take which should be: corrected. A Ficld Force heedquirters reguires
more, rathor than less liogal support thaut a nornal tectical <orpse

(e) RuC.l.NUATICH, That TQ2 be amcnded to reaiore the two Juige
advocuto ofricers that were deleted.

(2) Rocorder-Reproduser iiachine.

(a) OBS_RVATION. A major logist.cs problea fac.d by this office
is zhe time required for repair work o: the Racorcder-menrvduccera. This
offioe has two qualified court rejorters, both trained in the steno-
mask system, but only ome operable machine.

(b) EVALUATICN. Since the same machine is used both in court and
for tranvoription of the record of trial, the lack of a sccond macaine
msans a vaste of skilled manpower and urneccessary delay in the disposi-
tion of military justice matters.

(o) RSCOILSIDATICN. That o maintenance float for Recorders-Rejro-
ducers be estaclished s0 that whern one machine is turnvd in for
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maintenance an operable machine is issued immediately to the s~ction on
a ono-for-one basis.

(3) Staff Visits.

(a) OBSZRVATION. The rapidity of persomnel turnover among com-
manders and ataff officers of subordinate units mekes the use of meme
oranda, dircotives and circulars of limited utility as a means of
instruction to them on legul matters.

(b) ZVALUATION. Cormend policy on legal matters and comard
emphasis on specific problems, such as the prompt subzission ard nro- ’
cessing of claims by military parsonnel for personal property lost as
a result of hostile sction, lose much of their effectiveness soon after
being issued.

(¢) R:COMMEID.TION. Frequent, repetitive staff visits by the
Staff Judge Advocate or his deputy are required, at least once ecch
quarter to ell subordinete units of battalion size and if possible the
company or battery level.

(4) Lege) Ansistance.

(a) OBSZRVATICN., Every staff visit made in recont zonths has
shown that military personnel, particularly at isolated [ire supnort
bases, have serious perconal legel problems. Many of thsse parsomnel
are key noncomnmissioned officers who are reluctant to diicuss such
problems with compeny grade officers, and who are equally reluctant
to ask for tim off to visit a legal Assistanco Cfiicer.

(b) SV.LUATICN. This situation, if cllowed o continue, ¢.n
result in a scrious deierioration of morale omong the noncomaissioned
officers. A man with an unsolwed serious parsonal roblen is mcre
likely to bocome a casuanlty, an accident victim, or disciplinary problea
than ono vwiv is receiving neoded help.

(6) RiCOILisNDATION. That staff visits by Judge advoczte persone
nel should elso rrovide for a iegal assistance clinic for the units
visited aud that comminders be advised and reminded, from time to timm,
that if men of their unit liave prcblems and cannot be spared irom their
duties, upon rejusst o legal assistince officer will ba acnt out to
vigit thoir writ. (Because of tho age problem and leck of library
faciiities guch visits should be m:de by mature, field graic Juige
Advocates.) )

(5) lepcl Support for the Office of Assistunt De-uty for Civil
Oporaions gnd Revolutionary Developmant Supoort.

T
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(2) OBJSRVATION, The present system of providing lepal support
to Devuty for Civil Operations and Revolutionary levelonmeant Support
on an "on-cull" basis means th:t the 3taiff Judge Advocaic wust depend
on laymen to deteraine when they nive a prehlem which has legsl implica-
tionse.

(b)  &V.LUaTICH. To provide proper legal sup.ort for .erCORDS
would requive having a Judge Advocate attend briefings and coaterences
at that office on a regular basis and pay frenuent visits to staff
elements to be aware of problems vith legal implicctions which require
proiessional assistunce. This office currently does not hive cvailable
suff'icicnt officers to accomplish thise

(¢) RECCIL.ATICH. When the full Corps TO2 conplement of Juire
Advoc..te officers is restored to this office, that one field groue
Judge Advocate be assipned to this function as o primory dutye

(6) Leral Sup.ort for Intellimnce snd Contersubvorsion Activitiese

(&) CBSUWVATICU. The Staff Judge Advoc:te Gecomes involved in
these m:itters in two wayse The first is tho requirement th.t the Staff
Judgze Advoc.te arprove a finding thut 2 given detaince should be clas-
sified .3 a "civil defenlant" rather than either an "innocent civilian"
or a "jrison:x of war"e This involves tire Stuff Julg: Advoc.te in an
cxenination of the I prisoner interrozetion renezt. Thzse hiove seme-
times been inade juute for a »rouer determin-tion. There are nther
times wiwn the cvidence is such that the 3taf{ Jure alvocite cun pro-
perly molie either deternination. 7he secondt wey the Stoff wdpe Advo-
c..te bacones involwed is throueh his provision of sup;ort to DZiUCRDS
who is charmed with the 1'020IA program.  Whon the Stofl Judse Advoarte
has Jdiscretion veciumse of the stute of tle ovid hao coisulted
with (2 aptro ricte o csonnel of Jd:od: I, 1o et Lol Pinddig
woul. we i th2 bect 1aterest ol the Lritos States oo .ooducs least
conilict with the affected agencies of tae Covernment oi the He ublic
of Vi:tnam. Juch consultation has i .uwently led tou request to idl-
itary Intelli;cnce to reinterroate & given delzince to sroduce JurtinT
infermation whiieh would be of ..sisto.cr $0 wine 3tafl Judre ..cvocale in
making his deter:in.tion ang uhich micht alac rnroducy inferration which
would ¢ssist the P.(UIIX prograa.

h

c
it }
~ 1"

()  Vallaniul. The Interrosartion ol [risonsrs of ..r secticn is
co.posed in large measure ol ywunys, incx;oricnced officers with limited
interrogation experience. Mo S¢:ff Jul e Advocstc, bocause of the
ncture of nis profession, has had extensive experience in interrogation
techniquas cnd thus may provide assist.nce 0 ih2 Yilitory Intelligence
personnel involved, over and above the legzl qusstion wiich involves
him. The 3taff Juige Advocate became infor=med of the PIOLNIC progranm
because of kis fortuitous attendance at a COR3S briefing where it wac
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rentioned.  Conversation with prisonur of war interrosati @ nessdaael
subscquent to this briefing indicated t'. t they were eitlur tn( . 1ly
vneware of P.10.'1x or did not see how their work in interrog:ticn of
orisomers of war could assist that prosram. The .taff Judpc .dvocate,
bacause of his contucts with both agencies, was thus in a goou osi-
tion to help them improwve their liason and m:tual supporte

(¢; RICLHLIDTICH. Thot 3t:f7 Judge advocite and lic Joputy,
to be of optimua value, must have ar understanding ond ephreci.ticn
of intellirence and civil affairs (--ticularly mublic sof. 4y and
ocountersubversion matters, and that, upon arrival end asrigroent, new
incumbents should be therughly briafed by €2, G5 and L. CQ4DS person=
nel on these matters.

i. Com:unications.

(1) Use of Underprownd Pelent.one C-bles.

(a) OBSSRVATIGH. During th: TuT Cfrensive in ecarly Februury,
overhead telephone cables or Ilantation ard throughout the Saigon/
lerg Binh/Bion Hoe area sustaired extersive dimage. During the ine-
ercased fortificwei.on activily in tie we ks folloviry T:%, threc of
the four retive wodargronnd ceblos o Zlandntlor were overeds

(b) CVALULTICI. Iz both of the rocket att. cks on this head-
qu rters after TET, damage to overhed aubles vas sustzined. In all
three attecks, loss of communications to one or more urit¢s wac cn-
countered. With the start of the rainy season, minor damage to c.bles
becomes noticechile #3 moisture penetrntes them. Mo danage to wider-
greund cables wes cocugsed be cnery acstion. 4ll damage was attributed
either to inadequate m.rkiny or failure of person-el to cbserve proper
coution during cxcuvetion,

(¢) RCOIILNDATIUN. That tactical circuit dietribution systems
be unier~round, ard thut erccurata ccble records and proper rarking of
underrround cable couplcd vith cornand ecphasis on protectiion of under-
rreund cgbles, can assist in mcintaining relizhie on post distribution.

(2) Uso_of Lisgrote frezuvorcies,

1a)  033.1VATIC:,.
onc ciscreto {requerncy.

<uth maneuwr Battation in II ZTURCLV was issued

(b) 3SVALU.DILE, Moneuver batteliomsexprrienced mejor difficulties in
comunicotin; frow their ecrmand and control ships to thiir srourd wnits.
A majority of those battalions had primary and alterrate . Trequencies
vhich vere shared with other units in the IXI and 1V Corps Tucticcl
s Noing periods of enexy coitact, a shared {re.uvrcy on a besttalion
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command net hindered the effectiveness of the FM communications to both
internal and air support elements. The quantity of sole user frequencies
was increesed to each major unit in IT FFORCEV thereby providing frequen-
cies to maneuver battalions.

{c) RECOMMENDATION. That each maneuver battalion have one sole
user FM frequency that precludes the interference these units experienced
when their command nets were assigned to & shared frequency. In the fu-
ture, all maneuver battalions should receive at least one sole user fre-
quency.

(3) consolidated Radio Frequency Authorization.

(a) OBSERVATION. Recently all mejor uniis operating in III and IV
Corps Tactical Zones received & consolidated FM radio frequency authori-
zation.

(b) EVALUATION, Prior to instituting the consolidated radio fre-
quency suthorization, FM frequencies were issued to units piecemeal,
based on continuously changing requirements on the part of the units,
Under this procedure an undue number of interference problems were
caused when units used outdated frequency assignments. .Since consolid-
ated frequency authorizetions ceme into use, such instances have been
reduced from 20 to two, and major units are better sble to administer
their blocks of authorized FM frequencies.

(c) RECC/MENDATION, That consolidated radio frequency authoriza-
tions continue to be employed, issued cn a quarterly basis.

J. Information Officer, None

%Z{;é’/ Z

6 Incl FRED C, WEYAND

as . lieutenant Gergffal, USA
Commanding
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HEADGUARTS.S, US ARMY umm, AP0 San Fremcisco 96375 - 11 JUN1388

TO:/’Lornander in Chiet, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
4PO 96558 :

Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the Ammy,
Washington, D. C. 20310

1. (U) This keadquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1968 from Headcuarters, II Field Force
Vietanam, .

2. (C) Comments folloi:

a, Reference item concerning repair of office machines, page 68, paragraph
2¢ (1): Concur, The number of typewriter revairmen authorized on the TCE of
the Light “quipment Haintenance Company is based on an assumed population of
typewriters to be supported. This assumed population has been exceeded several
times, uwith the shortage of military spaces it is not considered feasible to
increase the number of TOL repairmen spaces, Contract maintenance support has
been provided and continuing efforts are being made to both increase and up-
grade this type of support. 1st Logistical Command has standardized on a few
f5N's for replacement requisitions of typewriters, This should ease the pub-
lications and parts problems eventually. The repair parts problem is tied to
the publications shortage problem .hich is tied to the multiplicity of makes
and models procured and issued even against one i, The inclusion of type-
writers and all office machines in the appropriate TCE and TDA and the elim=-
ination of the CUl4 as a source of authorization would control the office
machine population esplosion and provide the cpporiunity for review in ad-
vance for the sufficiency of either organic neintcnznce support or outside
sources,

b. .eference item concerning aerial loudspeakers in support of ground
operations, page 69, section 2, subparagraph £ (3),

(1) Use of the U-10 aerial loudspecker systen in a suvplemental role
"to sunport ground operations in excess of two ours duration" is considered
o be a misdirection of resources. The very cualities, cited in the basic
report, of sustained air time and cruising range ol the U-10 aircraft (in I
& II CTZ the improved 0-2B) make it more acceptabla for use against large
targets located in widely dispersed areas throughout the corps area.
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AVHGC=DST (20 Lay 68) lst Ind (C)

SUBJ.CT:  Operational keport of Headguarters, II Field Jorces Vietnam
for Period knding 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR - 65 (R1) (%-DHO-
70-4) (V) -

(2) It would appear that properly scheduled heliborne systems, with
relieving aircraft immediately available, would provide the same results as
discussed in the report, and would be more resronsive to the tactical com-
mander on the ground, This responsiveness is provided by more ccmpatible
air-ground radio systems,

(3) Mevertheless, the practice of using two loudspecker systems to
attack a given, known, targct has proven to be quite effective. Note should
be taken of the operation conducted by 2d Srigade, 10lst iirborne Division
on 1 lay 1968, when a ground loudspeaker was supplemented by a heliborne
system, Carefully combining thz rerulation of hsavy firepower with loud-
speaker appeals irom two directions, this brigade was zole to induce 95
enemy to surrender.

(4) ‘liecommendation: That the employment of the U-10 system be used as
a supplement to heliborne systems only when wore sppropriate targets are not
available; but that an effort bc made to conbine aerial and ground oroad-
casting when the tactical situation so periits,

c. =Heference item concerning identification of dead and wounded ¢ivil-
ians and enemy soldiers, page 70, peragraph 2f (5): Concur. The civil
affairs platoons can assist in locating and identifying civilians and enemy
soldiers killed and wounded, but this should not be a primary nission, Re-
moval should alwcys be coordinated with the local officials,

d. 1ieference item concerning the restoration of order in the villages
adjacent to Q) II ¥FULLLV, page 71, paragraph 2f (6): Concur only insofar
as assisting in the control and care of homeless civilians is concerned.
The restoration of law and order is primarily a GVI function; with assist-
ance provided by i\CCODS/FSD.

e, Reference item concerning storage and distribution of commodities
in support of civil recovery activities, page 71, paragraph 2f (7): Non-
concur, There is no authorization for the stockage of food for homeless or
displaced persons. CA platoons should always be aware of existing stocks of
goods in their local area that could be obtained under emergency conditions,

T. leference item coancerning failure of the outpost system of defense
for hamlets and villages, page 72, paragraph 2g (1): Concur.
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AVHGC-DST (20 liay 60) 1st Ind (C)

SULJsCT:  Operational Report of Headquarters, II Field Farces Vietnam
for Period Ending 30 4pril 1968, RCS CSFOR - 65 (R1) (i-DHO-
TO-4) (V)

(1) The inadequacies noted by IL FFORCEV have been addressed in previous
studies, Action is being taken to correct the situation.

(a) & UciRV RF/F? advisory school has been established at Di An under
the supervision of USARV G3.

{b) .lobile idvisory Teams have been organized to emphasize and assisi
in the upgrading of RF/”F village and hamlet defense systems. These teaus
eacouraze self conridence of the RF/PF units by assisting in limited offen-~
sive operations in the vicinity of the outposts,

(¢) hodern arms and coumunications equipment are being provided through
the .ilitary Assistance Program, Presently, equipment is issued through the
LHVY supply system,

J. Leference item concerning Staff Judge Advocate Corps level persomel
ro.uirements, page 73, paragraph h (1). H) II F7ORCEV has received an in-
crease in troop strength for general courts-imartial jurisdiction, and it is
conterplated that by August 196S the Commanding General, 1L FFORCEV, will
have between 15,000 to 19,000 troups under his general court-martial juris-
diction, It has also veen noted that II FFORCEV has had a significant in-
crease of trizls by general court-martial (& from January-iwy 1968; 4 from
January-Decemver 1967). The troop strength involved is comparable to an
infentry division in Vietnam. Divisions are staffed with at least five
Judge .dvocate officers, accordingly, it is recommendec that USARP.C and
DA approve this recormendation in part to restors cne of the two JiGT olfi-
cers that were deleted.

h, ieference item concerning recorder-reproducer uachine, vage 73, para-
sreph h (2): Honconcur, ut the precent time only the 2553 Infantry Division
has thc capability to remair the recorcer-reproducer raci.ui:é in Jietnan,

GCM jurisdictions have been forwarding their machines to USAJ Dezot which
takes approximately two weeks for repair. This system of .iaintenanuce has
been satisfactory with other general court-.artial jurisdictions in Vietnam
and due to the focet that each jurisdiction has two iiechines there should bve

& minimun waste of manpower while cne machine i: in eintenance, Since there
is no depot maintenance available in Vietnam, if the rccomnrendation were ador-
ted, one of the GCil jurisdictions would have the resvonsibility of previding
replacement machines and would be reguired to issue on hand receipt which
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AVHGC-DST (20 iay 60) -1st Ind (C)

LUBJuCr:  Operaticnal lieport of Headquarters, I Field Forces Vietnam
for Period knding 30 April 196z, RCS CSFCR - 65 (:1) (W/-Dic-
T0-4) (U)

would in effect place that jurisdiction in the supply-mnaintenance field,

i. Reference item concerning staff visits, page 74, paragraph h (3):
Concur in part with the recommendation contained in paragzrapa h (3)(c)
insofar as this is possible without narming the cuality of worl or delay-
ing the nrocessing of legal services within the command. However, this
policy has been accepted doctrine Zeor all Judge . dvocate offices for many
years,

Jj. Iteference item concerning Legal assistance, page 74, varagraph
h (4): <Concur in part. It is important that whenever lezal persomncl
make staff visits, personnel 'rith personal lecal problems be counseled.
However, this is current doctrine in every ccm.ond in Vietnam. ionconcur
witn the recommendation that legal assistance be providea only by "mature,
field grade Judge /\dvocates" because there ic a serious shortage of field
grade officers in JAGC., Iurthermore, every Judge Advocate officer is care-
fully selected ve.ore he is itendered a coimission; gencrally these officers
must be in at least the upper one -third of their law school classes; and
they are about 25 yeirs ol age or olaer upon entrance on active duty as a
Captain. fThese officers are complctely capable of providing the very vest
of legal advice and assistance.

K., Relerence iteca concerning legal support for the Office of iAssistant
Deputy for Civil Operations and Revolutionary Develooment Support, race 7i-
75, paragraph n (5). Concur in part. Based upon the ciscussion relating to
Starsf Judge Aidvocate Corps Level Personnel Recuirements, page 73, paragraph
n (1), if H¢ II FPOUCEV amends its TCE to provide for Iive Judge advaocate
officers, the ttaff Judge Advocate of II FFORCLV will be able to provide
full lesal support to D.PCORDS. Accordingly it is recommended thet ir IZ
FFUACEV submits a request for a modified TOZ authorizing five Judge .dvo-
cate officers, USARFAC and DA approve this recommendation.

1. Reference item concerninz legal support for intelligence and counter-
subversion activities, page 75, varagraph h (0): ionconcur. The Staff Judge
idvocate's function is to provide le~al acvice to the action agencies; not
to become the action zgency itself. In addition, while one Sialf Judge ‘dvo-
cate may have "extensive cxperience in interrogation technioues,® in gerneral,
this would not always be irue.

m, Reference item concerning the use of discrehe frecuencies, page 76,
paragraph 21 (2): Concur. At the present time each division can be allccated
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AVHGC-DST (20 ilay 68) 1lst Ind (C) ,
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, II Field Forces Vietnam

for Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR - 65 (R1) (W-DHO-
T0-A) (U)

15 discrete frequencies. To achieve maximum security value these discrete
frequencies should.be rotated among battalions and changed on an unscheduled
basis in accordance with USARV Regulation 380-13, paragraph éb (1).

n, Reference item concerning consolidated radio frequency authorization,
page 77, paragraph 2i (3): Concur, The II FFORCEV is the controlling agency
for all FM frequencies in its area of responsibility. All mezsures which
reduce interference and help to overcome the problems of congested frequencies,
small geographic areas, and overall shortages of frequencies are encouraged.

FOR THE CQMMANDER:

C. S. NAKATSURASA
Captain, AGC
Copy furnished: Assistant Adjuiant General
HQ, II FFORCEV
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GPOP-DT (20 May 68) 2d Ind (U)

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, II Field Force
Vietnam, for Period Ending 30 Apr 68,
RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 8 JUL 1363

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development
Department of the Army, Washington, D,C. 20310

Thigs headquarters has evaluated subJect report and
forwarding indorsement and concurs in the report as
indorsed.
FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

OR L ut—
o ] C.L. SHORTY

CPT, AGC
Asst AG
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) I1 FFORCEV ORDER OF BATTLE

E UNIT - PROVINGE STATION/ COORD CONTROL NO.

§ I1 FFORCEV BIEN HOA LONG BINR YT051111 COMUSMACV

' lst Inf Div .BINH DUONG . LAI KHE XT772383 11 FFORCEV
lst Bde, lst Inf Div BINH LONG QUAN LOI XT815905 1st Inf Div
1-2d Inf BINH LONG QUAN LOI XT815905 1st Bde, lst Inf Div

{ 1-26 Inf BINH LONG QUAN LOI XT815905 lst/1lst Inf Div f
1-28 Inf BINH LONG QUAN LOI XT815905 lst/1lst Inf Div
2d Bde, lst Inf Div BIEN HOA DI AN XT907073 1st Inf Div
1-18th Inf BIEN HOA DI AN XT907076 2d Bde/lst Inf Div
2-18th Inf 4 BIEN HOA DI AN XT903077 2d Bde/lst Inf Div
2-16th Inf BIEN HOA DI AN . XT905077 2d Bde, lst Inf Div
3d Bde, lst Inf Div BINH DUONG LAI KHE XT764378 1st Inf Div
1-16th Inf BINH DUONG LAI KHE XT770379 3d Bde, lst Inf Div
2-2d Inf (Mech) BINH DUONG LAI KHE XT784379 3d Bde, 1st Inf Div
2-28th Inf BINH DUONG LAI KHE XT764380 3d Bde, 1lst Inf Div
1-4th Cav BINH DUONG PHU LOI XT869175 1st Inf Div
1st Inf Div Arty BINH DUONG PHU LOI XT867157 lst Inf Div
1-5th Arty
1-5th Arty (105T) BINH LONG QUAN LOI XT815905 lst Inf Div Arty
1-7th Arty (105T) BIEN HOA DI AN XT909071 lst Inf Div Arty
2-33d Arty (105T) BINH DUONG LAI KHE XT760375 1st Iaf Div Arty
Incl 1
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6=15th Arty (1057)

1st 2w
1st Ingr
1218t 84g
Co 7, 521 Inf (IRP)

9th Inf Div
mw'mmm'
2.39th Inf

&#~3th Int

2 Bde, 9th Inf Div
3-{7 Inf

3-(0th Int

4=4Tth Int

34 s, 9th Inf Div
2-60th Inf

234 Inf
3-39t Inf
6~31st Inf

malosure 1
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e
PDE DOGNG PV IOI  XX84MST
BDG DICG  PWU IOI  I&u7
RO DOCHG AL ERS XTI
BDM DUONG  LAI K T80
AL DN S LAT KT Silng
BIEN HOA ==t e o5
BIEW BQA UL D b o
BIEN BOA LNG THAMH  XT263018
BIEN EOA S
DADES SUCH S DR, TAM S IRA10409
DI TOOZG ~ DONG TAM  ISLI7A39
DIXE TUGGG  DOBG TAM  ISAL7439
DDE TUONG DONG Tax¢ 5417439
- AN AN XS556648
BIEN BOA LONG BINH  YIOrn2
GIA DINH e R

LU IDEATTAL

8L

33

let Inf Div
Arty

15t I=f Div
irty

1st Inf Div
lat Iaf Div
1st Inf Div
1st Inf Div

I FPORCEY
9th Inf Div
1st Bde, 9th

" Inf Div

1st Bde, 9th
Inf Div

1st Bde, 9th
Inf Div

9th Inf Div

24 Bdo, 9th
Iof Div

24 Sds, 9th
Inf Div

2d Bde, 9th
Inf Div

9th Iaf Div

34 Bde, 9th
Inf Div

34 Bde, 9th
Inf Div

34 Bde, 9th
Taf Div

34 Bde, 9tn
In? Div

34 Bde, 9th
Iaf Div
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9th Inf Div Arty BIEN HOA LONG THANE  YT172004 9th Inf Div
1-11th Arty (1057)  BIEY HOA LONG THANH  YT162018 itrl: Inf Div
y
2.4th Arty (1057) LONG AN TAN AN XS546648 2: Inf Div
y
3.34th Arty (1057} DINH TUONG  DONG TAX  XS5417439 m Inf Div
: y
1-84th Arty (155T/8"SP)DINH TUONG DONG TAM %S413440 zt: Inf Div
‘ rty
9th Avn BIEN EOA LONG THANH  YT60012 9th Inf Div
15th Engr L BIEH HOA LONG TRANH  YT168013 9th Inf Div
9th Sig BIEN HOA LONG THANE  ¥S)70998 9th Inf Div
Co E, 50th Inf (LRP) BIFN HOA LONG THANE  TT163002 9th Inf Div
RTAVR (Sep) . B ER PHUOC LONG YS154862 9th Inf Div
11th ACR (Sep) 108G KHANE LONG GIA0  YS438968 1T FPORCEV
1-11th Cav 10NG KHAKE LONG GIAO  YS440970 11thL ACR
2-11th Cav LONG KHANH  LONG GIA0  Y5440976 11th ACR
4-11th Cav LONG KHANH LONG GIAO  ¥S433963 1th ACR
919th Engr Co LOWG XRAMH LONG GIAO  YSALLWITH 11th ACR
* 25th Inf Div BAU NGEIA CU CRI XT655150 11 FFCRCEV
4=23d Inf (Mech) EAU NGHIA CUCHI  ~ X7655150 253 Inf Div
1st Bde, 25th Inf Div TAY NIMR TAY KINH 1T163520 2:eh Inf Div
2-14th Inf TAY NINR TAY NINH X7168520 1st Bde, 25th
Inf Div
2-34th Armar (=) TAY XD TAY NDNE X7168520 1st Ede, 25tb
Inf Div
3-224 Inf BDM DOMG  DAU TIERG  XT483480 1st Bde, 25th
Inf Div
Inglosure 1
S & §
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4=9th InZ

24 Bde, 25th Inf Div
1-5th Inf (Mech)

1-27th Inf

2-27th Inf

3-4th Cav

34 Bde, 25th Inf Div

2-12th Inf

2.223 Iaf (Mech)
250 Inf Riv Arty
18t Arty (1057)

2-Tnh arty (105T)
6THh arty {1051)
7-11th Arty (1051)

3-1th arty (155/3°3P)

25th Awn

65t Ingr
125tk 8ig

Co 7, 50th Inf (LKP)
34 Bds, 101st Akn Div
1-506th Ata Inf

2-5061a La Inf

3-1574 A Inf

Inel:zoure X
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TAY NINH TAY NINE  XT168520
HAU NGHIA CU CHI XT655150
HAD NGHIA CU CHI 17655150
HAU NGHIA CU CHI XT655150
HAU NGHIA CU CHI X7655150
FAU NCHIA CU CHI XT655150
BINE DUONG  DAU TIENG  XT483480
BINE DUONG  DAU TIENG  XT4B3480
BINE DUONG  DAU TIENG  XT48348C
BAD KGEIA CU CHI X7655150
KA EEIA CU CHI 17655150
BINE DUGG  DAU TIENG  IXT483480
HAD KGHIA CU CHI 1655150
£AY NDMW TAY NINE  XT168520
HAU NGHIA CU CHI XT655150
MAU ECHIA CU CHI XT655150
NAD NGHIA €U CHI I7655150
EAY NGRIA cU ox 17655150
WD NGHIA e GHI XT655150
B DUOKG  PHUOC VI XT960490
¥OUE DUONG  PHOOC VINE  XT960490
BDE DOGNG  FJUOC VIXE  XT960490
IIC0 PO TR XITSYL0490

\ b ta e
CONTIBENTIAL

g8

1st Bde, 25th
Inf Div

25th Inf Div

24 Bde, 25th
Inf Div

24 Bde, 25th
Inf Div

2d Bde, 25th
Inf Div

24 Bde, 25th
Inf Div

25th Inf Div

34 Bds, 25th
Inf Div
3d Bds, 25th
in? Div
25th Inf Mv

25th Inf Div
Ary

25th Inf Div
arty

25th Inf piv
Ary

25th Inf Div
arty

25th Inf Div
25th Inf Div
25th Inf Dv
25th Inf Div
25th Inf Div

10lst i Div

3d Bde, 10lst
Abb Div

3d Bdas, 101t
Aba Div

34 Ple, 101st
Aba Div
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1000t Aln Divary  NINEOA  DIEWHGL  TI020052 101st Abn Div
3250 Brgr BIDY HOA BIRN HOA . YT0L4144 1015t ito Div
1018t A BIED EOA PIEZ HOA  TRL3LI 2015t a'm Div
2-319th arty (105¥) BDNI DOOBG  FUOC VINE  XT96C490 3d Bde, 101st
_ Aln Div
Co F, 51st Int (IRP) BIEN HOA BIEN BOA  YT012155 . 3d Bde, 101st
. ' Abn Div
199th Inf Bde {3ep) BIXN HOA . LXIGBDH  YIO77122 . If FRORCAV
5-12th Inf BIEN HOA LONG BINE  YTO77122 199th Inf Bde
3-7th Inf . BIKN HOA 1O BDR Y0722 - 159th Inf Bde
4~L2th Inf : BIFY EOA LOSG BB YPO77122 195th Inf Bde
D/17th Cav . ammEm I0NG BINE  YTOTT122 199th Inf Bde
2-40t> Arty (1057) . BIRN HOL LEG BDE  YrO77i22 199th Inf Bde
67th Rogr Co BIKS G  LWGBOE  YIOTAZ 199th Inf Bde
HQ 1st ATF (Sep) PHUCC TUY NUI DAT Y8493667 = II FFORCFV
22 TR PHIOC T0Y  NOI DAT  TS443676  HQ lst ATF
3d RAR FHUOC TGY NUI DAT YS£448658 HQ lst ATF
18t RAR FiUoc TOY NUI DAT YSAL1E€,  HQ 1st ATF
24 SAS Sqdn PHUOC TUY  NUI DAT 8436676  HQ lsi ATF

A Sqdn/3d Cav Regt PHUOC TUY NUI DAT Y5429669 HQ 1st ATF
12t Fd Regt RAA(10S5 PK) FHUOC TUY NUI DAT ¥8432566. HQ lst ATF
ist Fd Sqdn RAE PHUOC TUY WUI DAT  ° ¥S437665 HQ 1st LTF
104th Sig Sqdn PEUOC TUY NUI DAT ¥5433668 HQ 1st ATF
C Squr/lst Armd Regt  PHUOC TUY NUI DAT Y5445664, K7 1st ATF
16) (Indep) Recce F1t. FPHTOC TUY NUT DAT ¥S443682  HQ 1lst ATF

HQ, II FFORCEV Arty ' BIFN HOA LONG BIN  YTOS1112 1T FFORCLV
5-2d4 Arty (4Oms AWSP)  BIEN HOA LONG BINH  ¥YM28114  II FIORCTV Arty
8-25th Arty (TAB), WEB BIEN HOp IONG BINH  YDO52112  II FFORCEV Arty
HQ, 234 Arty Cp BDE DUONG  PiU 10T IT86T62 I FFONCEV Arty
_Inolo-m 1 - '
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2-13th Arty (105T)
1-27th Arty (155 SP)
6-27th Arty (8"/1755P)
2-32d4 Arty (8/1755P)
Q, 54th Arty Gp
7-8th arty (8"/1755P)
7-9th Arty (105T)
2-35th Arty (2% SP)
5-42d Arty (1557)

Co A, 5th SFGA

12th Cbt Avn Gp

11th Cbt Awx B2

128th Aslt Hel Co
162¢ Aslt Hel Co
1733 Aslt Hel Co

213tk Aslt Hel Spt Co

&

145th Cbt ivn Bn
€63th Aslt Hel Co

118th Aslt Hel Co

135th Lslt Hel Co
190th Aslt Hel Co
334th Amd Hel Co
210th Cbt Awn Ba

120th Aslt Bel Co

" 25t Awa Co (Carpa)

2nclosure 1

GIA DIM
BINH DUONG
BINH LONG
TAY NINH

LONG KHANH

BIEN KQa
BIEN HOA
LONG KiaNH
PIEN HOA
"BIEN HOA
BIEN HOA
BINH DUONG

BINH DUQNG

'BINH DUCIG

BINH DUGNG

BINH DUQNG

BIEN HOA

JIEN HOA

BIEY HOA

10NG KHARH
BIIN 104

- BIEN HOA
BIEN BOA
BIEN HOA
BIEN HOA

SAIGON

DAU TIFRG
QUAN LOY
TAY NIiH

XUAN LOC

STEN HOA
LONs THARH
YuaN LOC
LOKG THAMH
BIEN HOA
s 2iNd

iU Lol
Pl (DI
FAUCL VINH
1Al KHE
Wl LT
BIEN HOA
BIEI.EN
BIRN HOA

LONG GIAO
BIFN BQA
BIKN HOA
LONG THH
LONC, BIISB
1ONG BYwH

XS82€919
XT497481
XT09903
XT154513
YT467C89
TT022152
¥S166999

YT4740%

Y5168997
YT007123

YT059118
1860158

XT560159
{T961L92
X7780380
XT860160
IT995102
I1988129

I7950129

15395995
17937129
17991129
13147990
TT076065
TT050005
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234 Arty Gp
23d Arty Op
23d Arty Gp
233 Arty Gp
IX FFORCTV Arty

54th Arty Gp
5ith irty Gp
s4th Arty Gp
54tb Arty Gp
II FFORCEV
I1 FFCRCEV

12th Cbt
Avn Gp

1ith Cbt Awn
Bn

ilth Cbt Avn
Bn

-lth Cbt Ao
kn

11th Cbt Awn
Bn

12th Cbt Avn
Gp

145th Cbt Avn
Ba

145th COt avn
Bn

145th Cbt Av> B
145tn Cbt Avn X
145th Cbt Awn Bn
12th Cbt Awn Gp
210th Cbt Avn Bn
210th Cbt Ava Bn
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54th Util Apl Co PHUOC TO0Y VONG TAU  YS295471  210th Cbt Avn Ba
734 Surv Apl Co PHUOC TOY  VONG TAU  YS295,72  210th Cbt Avn Bn
74th Recon Apl Co BINH DUONG PV LOI XT865155  210th Cbt Avn Fn
184th Recon Apl Co BINH DUONG  FHU LOX I7862160  210th Cbt Avn Bn
214th Cbt Avn Bn BIEN HOA IONG THANH YT167003  12th Cbt Avn Cp
117th Aslt Hel Co BIEN HOA IONG BIN  TT068113  214th Cbt Avn Bn
191st Aslt fled Co BIEN HOA LONG THANH YT167005  24th Cbt Avn En
195th Aslt Hel Co BIEN HOA LONG BINE  YTO65112  2L4th Cbt Avn En
240th Aslt Hel Co BIFN HOA IONG THAMH ¥TI67006  214th Cbt Avn Ba
2220 Cbt Spt dvn B PHUOC TUY VONG TAU  ¥S5205472  12th Cbt Avn Gp
147th Aslt Spt Hel Co  PHUOC TUY VONG TAU  Y5295471 222 Gt Spt 4w
205th Aslt Spt Hel Co BINi DUONG  PHU L0 XT860159 224 Cbt Spt dvm
273d Aslt Spt Hel Co  PHUOC TUY  VUNG TAU  Y¥S206471 ~ 222d Cbt Spt Ava
(uvy) Bn
260th Cbt Avn Bn | HAU NGATA CU CHI XT656157  12th Cbt Awn Gp
116th Aslt Hel Co BAU IGHIA CU Cal YT657158  269ch Cbt Avn Br
167th As1t Hel Co T4 NN TAY NINH  XT176521  269th Cbt Ava Bo
2424 Aslt Spt Hel Co  EAG WGHIA CU CHX XT662152 269tk Cbt Avs Bn
361ct Armd Hel Co BIEN HOA DI AN IT909056 249th Cht iwn Bn
3 Sqdn, 17th Adr Cav Y NI  TAY KiME  XTI80520  12th Cbt hvm Gp
7ta Sqdn, 1st Air Cav  PIEN HOA DI AN IT905056  12th Cbt Avn Gp
53 S1g BIEN HoA LONG BINE  YT0S0110 I FFORCEV
165h Engr (Cbt) - BIN Ha DI AN X7935058  II FFORC!V
588th Engr (Cbt) TAY NDE TAY NINY IT505215 I) FFCRC:V
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© CONPIDENTIAL

STATISTICAL SU..callY

UsaF C130/C123 S(RTIS

1 Fub 68 ~ 30 PR 68

lst Inf Div 9 7 71
9th Inf Jiv 13 13
25th Inf Uiv 2 102 63 7 17
101st Abn Div 189 509 7 57 762
II FFORCEV Arty 108 149 4 261
12th CiG 29 176 5
53d 5ig bn 1 6 7
79th £ngr Gp &l 5 86
Co A, 5th SFG 5 57 2 64
CGiws 6 6
11th ACR 50 3 &
3036'1 RR Bn 1l 1
TOTAL 53 1,12 7% e 1,83
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LONFIDENTIAL

STATISTIC AL 3Uii aRY
TACTICAL aIR oUlkCRT
1 Feb 68 - 30 Apr 68

1, (C) FAC = controllad air sortisas

a,

b.

d'

Totals:

FodvnF
EYNAF

In support of kVuwaFs

By FinF
By RViwF

In suprart of Fw.aFs

by Fawi¥
By WViaF

In support of:

RVinF
1st Inf Jiv

* 9th Inf Jiv

25th Inf viv

101st abn Jiv (Il C1Z)
199th Inf bde (Lt) (Sep)
1lth «CR

15t ATF

11 Fauieav

2, (C) Radar - controlled (Combat Sky Spot)

missions in support of:

RVNAF

1st Inf Div

9th Inf Jiv

25th Inf Kiv

101st abn 0iv (I1I CTZ)
1%9th Inf Bde (Lt) (Sep)
ilth «CR

1st ALF

11 FFQRCEV

3. (C) Results of tactical air supparts

XBa {BC)
K3 (Est)
Structures destroyed
Jtrue turus dama ged

Inclosure 4 ' ? 7/

CONFIDENTIAY
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Tulal

9,081
2,522

1,271
2,507

11,603

378

7,825

9,93l

833

976
l) 6“2
2,667
2,005




-

TN By

-,

1.
2,

3.
4.

.

7.

Inclosure §

MTE: Figures below indicate missions flown by 12tk Combat
avia tion Group in support of II FFECEV/III Corps.
They do not mcludp missions flown by aviation organic

(c)
()

()

{c)

()

{c)

(¢

VNI DER LIAL

STATISTICAL GUsiuRY
ARGEY AVIATION SUPIURT
1 Feb 68 - 30 Apr 68

to OPCON units.

FIED JING

Sortiss flown 28,597

Flown @y US aircreft 4n
support of RViaaF

Hours flown in suppart 29,543
of 11 FFCRCEV

Tons of cargo carried 833
in suppart of II FFORCIV

Passergers flown in sup- 27,268
part of II FFORCZV

Ene oy losses from Army
aviation

KBA
KeA (3st)
Structures destroyed

Frierdly losses of
aviation personnel

KIA
WIA

RCTARY AING TOTALS

415,503 444,100

33,805 33,805

137,815 187,358
87,603 88,436 .

780,787 8C8,055

2,788

1,230

3,178
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