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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE CF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C., 20310

IN REPLY REFER TO

AGAM-P (M) (11 Jul 68) FOR OT RD 682310 17 July 1968

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 1st
Air Cavalry Division Artillery, Period Ending 30 April
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1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance
with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should
be reported to ACSFOR OT RD, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days
of receipt of covering letter.
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2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appro-
; priate benefits in the future from lessons learned during current
: operations and may be adapted for use in developing training material.
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' CONFIDENTIAL
' mmaumms
1ST AIR CAVALRY DIVISION ARTILLERY
APO 96490 :
AVDAAR-T 5 Moy 1968

SUBJECT: Oporational Report of the 1st Adr Cavalry Division Lrtillory
-for Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RL)

702 Commanding Genoral
lst &ir Cavelry Division
. AP0 96490
1. (C) Section 1, Operetions: Significant Activities,

aé Operction JEB STUART wes in progress as the reporting veriod
began almost simulf¥ancously with the NVA/VC Tet Offensive,

; (1) ~Orgenization.

(o) Direot Support Artillerys The month of February bo-
gon with the 2d Bevtoliony 19th Artillery (4/2/19, B/2/19, B/1/77, and
0/1/321) in DS of the lst Brigede, near Quang Tri, The 1st Battalion, 213%
Artillery (B/1/21, ¢/1/21, c/1/77$ was in DS of the 3d Brigode, at Comp
Evans (YD 533318). Tho 2d Brigedey 10lst Airborme Division ves OPCON to
14CD and wes condueting operations erownd 12 Jane (YD 372424), with the
lot Batbalion, 321st Artillery (A/l 321 and B/1/321) in divect support,
The 1st Battalion, 77th sxtillery (A/1/77, 4/1/21, C/2/19) was attoched tc
the 24 Brigede, 1ACD, conducting Operation Pershing IT in Binh Dinh pro-
Tincz.

(b) Genorel Support Artillery, The 24 Battalion, 20th
Actillery (ARA) wes in Genexcl Support of the Division, B/2/20 irty vas
CSR to the 1/ 77 hrty; b end C, ?./ 20 Arty remained in General Support 5 with
A Batiexy at 1z Shonon (YD 557493) near Quang Tri and C Battery at Camp
Bvanse, Medium artillery support was provided by the 1lst Battalion, 30th
Artillery. Two of its bobterics, A and B Batteries, vere present in the
JEB STUiRT 40, B Battery GSR to 2/19 Arty and A Battery GSR to 1/21 Arty.
C Battory wes reinforcing the 1/77 Arty. In addition, 1/30th Arty wes
vroviding technicel ond tootical control for G/2/11 Arty (155mm T) which
was OPCON to the 2d Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division, and for the 5th
155 Gun Batterys This lottor wes a Marine Corps artillery battery come
posed of sik 155mm 8P guns ond two 8" howitzers, Four of its 155 guns
and its two 8" howitzors were positioned at L Sharon to support the 1st
Brigadey its remaining two 155mm guns vexe positioned at Camp Evans to
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CONFIDENTIAL .

LVDALR-T 5 May 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the lst Air Cavalry Division Artillexry
for Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

suppoxt the 3d Brigede. On 10 Feb 68, 1/30 Arty was attached to 14CD
by USLRV Genoral Ovder Number 952,

(o) ADA ond Searchlights. C/4/60 Arty (4 x M42 twin
40tsy 4 x M55 Quad 50's, and 4 M23 Xenon SIP's) was OPCON to 14CD, with a
mission ‘of reinforcing 2/19 Arty. D Btry, 1/44 Arty was providing 8 M42's,
7 M55ts, and 4 SLT!'s, undor the operntiohal control of 1ACD Arty. These
ossets were divided between 1/21 and 1/321 irty.

(2) The Tet Offensive,

(a) The NVA/VC Tet Offensive sterted immediately prior
t0, the beginning of the reporting weriod and lasted until the end of
Fobruary. The lst Brigade, lst ACD and 2d Brigade, 1lOlst Airborne Division
remained génerclly in their previously assigned £40!'ss The former 34
Brigade AO came under the direct control of Division. 1ACD Artillery
ossigned 1/ 30 Arty the mission of direct support of the forces operating
in this A0 (TF Davis). The battalion assumed 2ll the dircct sup;ort
func sions, including clecrance of fires, air advisoriecs, plus the artillery
portion of the defonse of the division base comp at Comp Evans. This
migsion was effective from 4 February - 3 March 1958 while the 3d Brigade
was assigned the mission of conducting operations to rclieve Hue,

(b) "Crachin" weather continued throughout most of
February., This reduced air support, in particuler closc air sup'port,
almost to zero. ULRA cenbinued to fly throughout this period in spite of
the presence of the vorst posszible combination of conditions as regards
vulnerability to ground fire -- low ceilings wvith good horizontal visie
bility. 2/20 Arty experienced 38 aircraft hits ond tuvo aircraft lost;
E/82d Arty hod one UH-1B and 3 OH-13's hit by ground fire,

i (o) Supply problems clso increased during the period
es the supply route north from Hue could not be used due to cnemy activity.
Class V stockage was marginal but did not become critical duc to cmer-
gency air drop of cmmmnition,

(@) The task of relioving Bue wos agssisned to the 3d
Brigados The B QP andthe CP of 1/21 Artillery commenesd movement to
PX 17 (YD 650281), on ARV compound, on 2 Februexy. C/1/77 irty dis-
placed to PK 17 ¢ 3 February and C/1/21 Arty the following day. On
18 Februoryy B/l/ . Arty (8" SP) arrived in the JEB STU.RT AO, via Cua
Viet, and vas positioncd initially at YD 33645032, Upon arrival the
battery was placed OFCON to 1/30 Arty ond displaced to Camp Evens. On
19 February, Jg/ 1/30 Arty displaced to L3 Nole, in the vicinity of the 4N
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' AVDLLR-T 5 Mey 1960
SUBJECT: Opcrational Report .of the lgt Air Cavalry Division Avtillery
for Poriod Ending 30 April 1963, RCS CSFOR-G5 (R1)

L0 bridge (YD 623502). On the 20th, B/1/83 displaced to LZ Wola. From
LZ Wola, both baticrics could fire inside the wells of Hue. It was
decided not to dismloce the batterics farther forwerd due to the vulnor-
ability of the in Lo bridge. Airlift woas ot o premium, and dictated
resupily of Class V for these betteries by roed. Hed the batierics heen
moved south and the bridge subsequently destroyed, the alrecdy tonuous
rosuphly problem would hove heen further complicoted by the roguirement
to airlift or ford the tommoges required for 155mm ond 8 inch axmwunition
resupply, -

(o) The attack by the 3d Brigade began on the morming
of 21 Fobrucry and cncountdred a heavily defended position in the T4 T
3 woods (YD 695240). Tube artillery, navel gunfirc, ond ARA provided g
heaovy velume of fire support, and the infanvry wes able to bxecch the
cnery pogition, 0On 21 Februory the CG lot- AWVN Division requested a
liaison perty from 1LLCD to assist in fire support cooxdinntion with his

| FSCE in the Citadel in Hue. The next morning, Division Artiilery dise-

¥ patched a liaison porby concisting of a Licutenant Colonel, a Captain,

3 an NCO and one corrmmnications specialist/RT0. The role of this porty in
coordinating the firc supnort availeble te lst ARVE Division was highly

% significant and contributed materially to the success of the oporation,

After the bierkihroush of the T4 Ti woods, the infantry elerients conbinuod
the atlieck, converging on the west woll of Hue against modorate resistanco,

g 4z these clements drev closer together, the fire coordinabion requirenconts
? grew nore excctinge. The presonce of refugsees outside the city end the
g proximity of friendly forces to cnomy troops compounded thie vroblems,

Great core wos reguired in the assigmmont ond cxceution of cach fire misslone
Heavy and mcGium fires were pleced within the city itself, in the very

lost stages before the ocneny was driven out, This assisted the ARVH wnite
significontly in their tosk of clerring the city,

. (£) 4pert-from the 3d Brigede!s action, the nonth wes
characterized by light isolcted contacis. . On 18 February the lst Bn,

34 Morines beeome OFCON to 1lst Brigade with the requirenont io sereen
tlic western ond northuestern epswoaches to Guens Tri City, Vith the
asgistance of lst Brigade, the mrrines began conducting airmobile opera=
tions, naking eir essuults with artillery proparations fired by Merine
and Army exrtillery, adjusted and controlled by Mexine linison officers.
The Morine wnit wos released fronm OPCON 18t Sirigede on 29 February,

(¢) Tlemonts of the 2d Brigade bogon noving horth to the
JEB STUART 40 just ofter the middle of the month, bringing their extillery
vith then, 4/1/77 irtillery nvrived ot Comp Evans on 19 Fobrusmy, 4/1/21
Artillery on 21 Februery. Both botteries were attached to 1/70 irty,
and assigted in the defense of Canp Evans ord in operatidng in the TF
devis AO,.
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" CONFIDENTIAL

LVDLAR-T 5 Moy 1968
'SUBJECT: Operationel Report of the 1lst fir Cavalry Division Artillory
for Pericd Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RL)

) be With the end of the Tet Offensive the 24 Brigode, L4CD
conploted itn deployment to the JEB STUL 40, Drignde AO's and forcos
wore repositioned, ond oporation JEB STUART sontinued to cornpletion on
31 Maxch 1968,

' 1) Hgs 24 Brigade, Hgs 1/77 Lriy, C/2/19 irty, G/1/30
Arty, and B/2/20 Arty oll arrived in the JEB STUZRT 40 in the Swrst 2-3
days of March. DBrigode AO's were rcpositicned, with the 24 Deigede 14CD
occupying the former AQ of the 2d Drigade, 10lst Airborno Division,:
the 2d Brigade, 10lst Adrborne Division moving down to asswie the formoer
34 Drigede AO mear Huo, and the 34 Brigade being cssismoed the 40 axround
Camp Evane (the former TF Davis £0)s Cavalry battalions were placed OPCCH
to Jthc Brigades with twhioh, they sre normelly associstedé, For the first
tine in.over a year, the lot ACD had control of ell its clements., Each
of the DS iftillexny batialions had control.cf all threc of its firing
batteries; no crosg-obinchment of botteries was rogquired. With the retum
of the 3d Brigade to Cemp Evans, 1/ 21 Arty was able to ossume fire
support for the basc defense of Comp Evans: from 1/30 Arty on 3 March,

(2) On 5 lavch the Gt Battalior, 33d Artillory arrived
in the JEB -STUART AO. 'This 105ma MLO1AL battolion hed arrived in Donang
from COUTS in Februcxy, and hod remained in Doneng vhile completing its
in-¢ountry treining, The Bettalion was attached tc the 108th Lrtillery
Group at Dong Ha, ond placed under the operational control of 1LACD Anbye
4/6/33 vas asstgned o mission of general support, reinforcing 2/19 Airty,
and, with bettalion heedquerters, was positioned at LZ Sheron neor Quang
Tris B ad C bettorices vere aesizmed the mission of goneral support,
reinforcing l/ 77 Axty end vere positioned in fhe 24 Brig~de 14CD's LG,
B bobbzry at Vandor Decoh (YD 499560) and € Batiery ab LZ Jane,

(3) On 7 Mewch, the 1ot Brigede, 10lst Airborne Division
vas placed under tho opexational control of the lst &ir Cavelry Division
vith an area of opereotions south of Hue, The Brigode!s DS baticlion,

24 Dottalion, 320th fLrtillery comz wmder the opcuntionel control of lat
Ay Cov Div Arby et that tiue.  Three deys lateor, tho 22 Brigode, 1LO0Llst
Airborne with ite DS Lotbaliony let Botbtalion, 321st Letyy van releascd
from C2C0N, 14CD, On 18 March, lot Drizede, 10lst Airborne Divieion

“riia 2,/320 Aesy severted to the ecentirol of the Z0lst Adrbormie Divicizo,

(4) Operctions in the JEB STULRP A0 during Merch consisted
mostly of light, scatlored contacts, Nevel cunfire wes used extensively
along the costal resions, On 13 Moxch a firchase was cstablithed at T3
Kathy (YD 58732336) to support operations inio bosc arce 114, . shopt
timo later two hovitzors from C/ 1/30 were also vositioned ot L4 Kothy to
provide mediun artillory support. :
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ATDMRT  © o - 5 May 1963
8UBJECZ:  Operntional Roport of tho 1st Adr Cavalry Division Artillery
* . for Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFCR-65 (RL)

(5) As conditions stobilized in the A0, base defense

progrens wore reviewed. All mejor LA's hed rcceived mortor ond rocket
attacks dueing the Tet Offensive, but srownd otbtacks were limited to
probes or horassing abtbtocks., Concéntrated nmaintenance effort was ro-
quircd to insure that the oomter nortar raders' were operaticnal, fn
extensive sorial surveillonce progrom wau »ubt into cffecte. From first
lizht o last light, woothor permitiing, artillery scricl obscrvers were
aloft in fixed wing (01-D) aircraft, supulementing the recomeadsgsonce
progrem of the lot Sawodron, 9th Cavalry. Meny rocket and mortag positions
wore locoted by this recomaissonce progren and the cmplacoments destroyed
by ‘axrtillexy fire or by air cgsaulting infontry clements to the location.

ig may hove pro~cmpbod many rocket end mortar attecks, Countor fire
plans vere devised to provide controlled, flexdible response, as opposcd
to massive cownter fires (sce Scction 2, Lossons Learnmed). Continuous
nortar patrol by ARA, with relief on station, wos provided around Comp
Evanc, end 4 ~ 5 hours per night were flown arownd the base camps of the
1st Brigade (LZ Betty) ond 24 Brigade (LZ Janc). Morbar end rockel abtocks
vere alugys of brief duretion, usuclly lesc than 3 minutes, ncver nore
then 5., Casusltics to troops end property demage were. light,

s Activities in the latter part of March concentrated uvon
preparabion for Operction PEGASUS-LAM SQN 207 A, the relief of Khe Saph,

(1) 4/1/93d Actillery arrived at Vhmder Deach on 21 Moxcl,
Tee next day the betvery displaced to a firing position neer Guang fri
(1 33755007). Plens hod alrcady beon modc for its use in Cperatbion FEGLSTS,

(2) Provisicnal Coxps Vietnanm Artillory hed begum o funchion
by this tine, and was re-gtructuring Corps Antillery support. Conbrol
of wiits whiich hod boen OFCOK to LACD Arty; c.g., 6/33 Arvty, B/1/683a
Aety, 5t 155 Gun Dabbery, ADA fronm D/1/44 hvby, was essumed by PCV
Arty and oppropriote oxtillery mission cgsisned by that headauorbers,

de Opcration FPEGASUS-LAM SON 207 A.

(1) General, This was e highly successful oporation, fron
an axtillery aswell as division: standnoint, Much of this succoss is
direcetly atiributeble to the debailed fire suprort cocrdinstion ond
logigties plenaing accomplished prior to the start of the cporation.

The execution phage wes also highly sotisfying in thet borgets of a
classic typey edfe trucks, armored wehicles, mortars firing dwwing doy-
light hoursy vere engoged, destroyed, ond seen to be destroyed. This
was quite o different cxpericnce from that in operation JEBD SHUARY
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AVDAAR-T 5 Ty 1968
SUDJECT: Operational Repoxt of the lut Adir Cavelry Divicion Arbillery
for Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-G5 (R1)

and coven noxe so from Oporction PERSHIIG wher arbillery toaxgets were
oxdinarily not so luoretive and surveillence was more difficult bo
Obtﬂiho

(2) Firo> Support Cooxdination. Fire supgort cocrdinction
for Oparaiion PEGASUS ifivolved mony wnito and egencies, The plemning
and coordingtion are bost vicwed Ly dividing the opcration into o
recomaiupance rhasce and an’ atback phase.

(&) Recomaissance FPhascs

1 Gonorel, The objechive to be accomplished during
the recomaissonce mase wes the destruction by firve of the ereny with
cnihasis on his onti-aizeraft capalility betueen Calu and Khe Senh in vhob
would be the 3d Brigadd A0 during theo attack phose, and sclecvion and
prc{)z" ction of LZ's to be used by 3Q Drigede (and to o limited oxtont by
the 24 Brigode), The lot Squadron, 9th Cavelry was given this nission
and provisions vore made to provide it Hnth wir and artillowy fox boaa ot
atteoolk,

2 ALrtillery., 4rtillery dlreedy in nosition which
vas copeble of Liring.into the 1/ 9th reconneissance A0 ineluded: 15th
Merdfie axtillory ob Khe Senh (4 x 105 Battericsy 1 x 155 babbery and
1l x4.2v bs.t'{;cry); ono Marine 4.2" uortor betitory ot Colu; one Mavine
end one Arny 105 battery ond one frny 175 gun battery at the Iock Pile
ond 3 Army 175 o boabterdics- at Comp Carroll, O 25 March A/ 1/8% Axty
wes moved from the vieinity of Quong Tri to Calu and 4/6/33 Arty wes
roved from LZ Sharon to LZ Stud (YD 000485). Thesc babtteries wore placcd
under control of a forvard Division Artillexy FDC nrrmed by persomncl of
the lst Dn, 30% Aovillery and commenced cnsuering cells f{or fire frow
1/9th Cov on D-6 and a¥backing planned targets that night., Prior cooxr=
Ginevion with %d Mer Div (12th Mar Regt)y 108th Arty Group and 13th
Yiorines (KIHE SAWI) insured that all available toxgeting informetbion was in

the hends cof the forvord FC and that loteral cauwnmications wvore cstoblished.

Throughout the rocoomnaistonce phase enery cutoriabic wespon, mortor and
trooy positions wore atbtacked by artiller- and destroyed,

3 Tactical Air, Coordination with POV FSCC and G-3
Mix rosulted in the allocation %o the divisicn of additionel tzetieal
air sortics for use by the 1/9th Cavalry, The plonning allocations
were 24 sortics dwing doylizib hours to be put in wnder PAC coutrcel
and 24 sortics dwring the hours of darkness to be put in under rador
ocontrol (SKY SPOZ). Tho Toctical Adr Comtrol Powty of the 1/9%h
Cavalry roved to LZ Stud wvith the 1/ 9th jump CP to coordincte ¥ic uge
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CONFIDENTIAL

ATDMRAT . ) 5 Moy 1965
SULJEOT: Operatbiohal Report of the lut Adr Covelry Division Arbillexy
for Poriod Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSMWOR-65 (rR1)

of pre-planned end immediote air sixikes. A forwaxé Division FSCC wae
establishoed with the forverd Tiv foty Ful to ccconuwlish clcerances 4
total of 31T soxbics weie mwb in by LACD FiC end 315 by SKY -SPOT during
the rooommoissonce phese, Forty-nine opecially fumed LZ oonstruction
gsorbies vere delivered during thig pordod.

Aro Light, Coordination with PCY and o Seam firon
the MACV Arc Light scobion resulted in the csisblichuent of plaming
allocations for thie xcoomieissence phaase ond the atbtack phase, Duwing
the recomuaipsonce phase, Are Light strikes were delivered on torgets
developed mnd reoormended by 1/9th Cavalry to assist in destructic of
cneny forces nnd L2 proparation, Strikes were targeted within the 40
during tho hours ol darlmiess and in arcas wiich wiuld j;ose no hozard to
1/ 9th Cav helicopborg during deylisht hours, Strike requests wvere sube
nitbed initially to IIL MAF, Uvon aobivetion of the PCV Arc Lisht scctiin,
strike roquests vere submitted bo PCV. A total of 12 Awe Light gbrikes wwie

delivercd on.llCD toxzets dueing the recomnaissence phase,
(b) Attack Phasc,

1 General, Fire support coordination during the
atback phase was ocomplioated by seoveral: factors. Anong these were the
plocament of two Mowine regiments undexr 1ACD OFCUT; the assigmment of a
mission and an area of operabisn Ho the ARV Adirlorne Tosk Foxce in
cooperation and cooxdination with 14CD; the smoll size of the brig::z'r.e/
regimentel AQ!'s in corwarison wiih othor operaticns; the »recence of a
Momine Jireet Lir Supnort Contex (DASC) with the 26th Marine Regiment of
e Senh (this DASC fommcrly hod #he authority to reguest Poctical Adx

trikes dircetly frenm lsh Merine Lir Wing ond the TSLP Airboime Coumond
end Control Centex vhiich flow 24 hicvrs a doy in the Khd Sanh axen); end
finally by the large number of tactical air ond Are Lisht striles availzbles

2 frbillery.

) & Arbillery density for this operation was
greater than for moct previous 1ACD opexotions, In o2ddition to artillery
rresent in positvion ond thet positioned during the rocommaisconco Aiese,
ton 105mm hovitvzer bettories, fowr 155mm hovitzer batterics, one &M Laje
tory and cne 4.2" noxbod bottony become available to Costroy the cenony
during the etteck phoso, Bach Cav battelion was supworted by the batiery
vith vhioh it is hebituclly cssocinted., Rach Cov brigedo had reinfercing
fire from o medium bebiery, and the Lot Marines were supported by 4o
iight boatteries, one mediun bobtory, ‘end one 4.2" moxbar bettery, The
ofAibionol heavy botteryy B/1/83, moved from Comp Evens to I3 syuvd with
the mission of General Supnort of the 1A4CD,
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AVDLARST . 5 May 1963
SUBJECT:  Operetional Roport of the lst Air Cavalry Division Artillery :

Lor Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

L On 30 llawoh, B and C botteries, 1/21 Arby
displeoad to a staging area vie L7 Pedro (YD 24348%). On 31 Mexchy
4/1/21 and G/1/30 arvived at L% Stud, by moad, to be in position bo fire
prepexetions for the jd Dricede!s air acsaults the next dey. Operation
PIGASTS began 1 Ajril; B/1/21 followed the infanbry adr sosowit into L2
Mike (XD 932417)y C/1/21 into L2 Cotes (XD 928434). Tho noxi dey, &/1/21
vag 1:i¥ted inte I Ther' (XD 893406) ond C/1/30 wes lifted to L& Mike.

Oa 2 Aprily also, 4,B,C, 1/77 displaced o 12 Studs The noxb day, 4/1/30
and I/1/83 closed at I Stud; 4/1/77 follovod the infantry asssult into

LZ Ton (3D 897347)y. 0/1/77 into L7 Wharton (XD 879364), and one plotoon
B/1/77 into 12 Pom. On 4 April, 4/1/70 wes 1ifted into L2 Whorton end
Z/1/77 completed its move to LZ Toms The following doy 4/2/19 followed

dhe infontry into LZ Snepper (XD 815346), 1/2/19 deployed to L2 Stud, and
B3/1/85 noved . foruaxd to L2 John (XD 983439)s Plamed artillery deployneat
vas.” conpleted on 5 Aprdl with the closure of B/2/19 and four tubes, B/L1/30
into LZ Snappers ©/2/19 end the renaining platoon of B/1/30 vere held

at LZ Pedro in supvort of 2/8%h Cav,

S L unique feature of the use of artillexy in
Operation PEGASUS wos the emphasis on countor battery fire., The VA hiad
for sone time been able to shell Xhe Sank ot will, using 1522 wnd 130mn
artillery, »nlus rookets ond nmortors, positioned to the southwest ond north-
vost of the Merine air ficld, As soom as 1ACD extillery canme within zenge
of the eneny guns, zopid ond nmessive counter~bhattory fires soon achicoved
fire superiority ond the eneny extillery vas mover a serious deterrent to
nanewver,  Coordinetion bLebweon adjecent extillery babtalion FDO!s nede
dhe nassing of fires o sinmple procedurc, The movemeat of B/1/83 west on
highuay 9 to L2 Joh: oxtended the coverage of O" fives wveileble to 24
ead 34 Brigede unite end to the 26th Marines,

4 Arbillory advisory informoticn was tronemitted
in the.normal menmer by each DS batbelion on a common freeuvoncy, The
140D Ixty liaison offiser with he 26%h Morine FSCC ues responsible for
rnonitoring this net =nd possing the advisory informetion to the Mexine
DA3C ot Kho Sarm, This wes eusential %o the coordination of AP fixed
ing acriel remsupsiy of the Marine base 3 Since thic re-supply sircrafy
hat Yo fly ovex the 2d and 54 Brigede A0's wrior to naldng their drops,
Dae to poor M eorxmmiocations y bhwere vere some problems in echioving this
cooxdination.in the carly deys. of the opexration, resulting in soveral
flights being turmed beok to Danonge These problems were rosolved vitn
imovovenent in oormrwmioation,

& 4s mentioned carlier, artillery fives durdng
this operation were higaly effective., Toargets swrere more lucrie-o ond

~
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SULJECT: Oporaticnal Report of the lst Adr Covalry Divigion Artillery
for Period Ending 30 April 1968, iCS CSFOR-65 (RL)

gurvoillonoe more casily obbained than has been 1ATD Arty's expericnce
in ‘gom: dina. Unforitunately, in the inifial octages some eneiy couvoys
auogpod tu the south out of the assiemed £0, though otili vithin tube
ortillery renge. Tho AOQ was then cxtonded to the south end this situo~
tion was roctificd. ;

L Bxcent for phase I (Recomnaissance), 8" fires
were not used cxtonsively. Rete of repeir of bridges on highway 9 vas
not sufficiontly zepid to permit dicwlacement of the 8" baticries in order
to attock enery .atillery in the CO ROC prior o termination of the
operation, As o oonsoquence, ‘tic Lulk of the counter babtteny fires sicre
dcliv.oréc’:"by the 175 bettery located ab the Rock Pile, and by the 155mn
battery locotod ot LZ Snepper.

3 Tacticol Air. ILock of donendeile B and telephrcne
corrmnications nade clearance of air striker, in varticuler irmedictes,
a difficult end ot times longthy vrocedure during the first few deys of
the cperations The integration of the lot Mowrines into the tocticnl air
request systen posed only :inor »roblems; on the other hand, the integro=
tion of thic 26th Marines! operations proved more difficult, This wes
ccused by the jmwesecnce of the I4SC ot ¥he Sank, ihiich »rinxr to Creration
TEGASUS providcd o direct means of xeauesting 7.0 air fron 1zt Merine Air
Wing ox LBCCG without pessing through intormediate heodaunrters.
Control of tactical air wes ceomplicoted by irmcdiote air reguesis from
26%h Regiment which vore on occasicn tromsmitied dircetly by the DASC
to AGCCC ox other agemoies without gding throwd the LiCD TACP., e
abuadonce of tactionl air soxtice available cssnaed tinely nvteck of
toxgets of opportunity., The ARVIP LW TF hed full accens to the Division's
tacticol eir allooabicny mpre~plammed requests were subnitied through
drorieen afvisors vith the T%F; imcediste ‘roguesis were subrtiod 4 rowh
FACls which accompenied the TF, Air strikes vere used by all waits ¢
-aesist in proparation of LZta, both to desiroy cnouy forces aid to cleo
treess Throushout the oporstion, FiCls continuce to work closely with 1/ Sth
Cavelry recomneisscince helicopters in an effective combinction ihiich fomd
and desiroyed nony weopons positions, trucks, armored vehicles, ond
arynnition ceches, fiere wore 155 FiC ond 196 SKY SPOT missions during
the attock phose,

4 Lxe Light. Are light strikes vere used during
the atteck hane sgzingt caony artilicry nositiong, troo» concentrati.ms
and suspected CP locotions, ond as nageive LZ proncrations sceveral hours
prior to eir asseulis, Request were nommelly subnitted 20 hours before
the desired atrike time, although some divorsions were acconilichied in
lecs tines 143 o -congequencey nmcuver was ofton koyed to gtrik: 4ire, oa
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SUBJECT: Operational Regport of the lst Air Cavalry Division Lrtillery )

for Period Ending 30 Apwil 1968, RCS OSFOR-65 (RL)

indicotion of the importence ¢nd effcctivencss of the strikes., 4 total
of 40 strikes was delivered during the atteck phoase of Operetion FEGASUS.

(3) Logistics.

T (a) Pre-stock, Pre-stook of berrier materinls, heavy’
: tinbers and steel plonking, Class V ond Cless ITI naterially ascisted the
gnooth vronsition to operctions in the new 4O,

(v) Class V.,

1 Cless V pro-stock vequirements were net in
sufficiont quentity to support plarwied artillery opercticns, with
the excepticn, initiclly, of greon bag propellont (D675) for the 8" howit-
zors. Yhis shortoge wes rectificd, clong with other minor individusl
shortages, by constont conteot Letieon TF MacDonald personnel ond Logistics
: persomicl at Dong Iia. TF MacDonald »eorsoancl ond Support Counend ¢id en
: oudstending job in yroviding the required logisticel supjort to afford
nexdmon flexdbility in ohongdng tectical situations,

2 Class V re-suphly to forueid fire hases voes
entixely by air, as was.re-sw1y7ef 2ll othér Qasses. 411 battolion
- arunition sectiszns were located in the some sliag-out exen, in relptively
' close proximity to the ASP. This co-location facilitotod coordination 5
botweon the various battclion crrmnition scebions ond jwovided nore flox- :
ibility ond responsivencos to the chenging tocticzl situobion,

(4) ima

] (a.) Leoger. To support this operation, ARA lasgerced .
; four scctions at LZ Stud dwring Qeylight hours ond two scetions ot nighte
' Doylisht requixdments inexcased to five sceetions on three occasions,

b) 88-11 nissiles. A policy of requiring en SS-11
firing oepability (Mazarell Syston) present in the A0 during all derlight
opcrations insured ronid response to hoxd torgets. The prestock of 1‘3
ricsiles swoved adeguoics

(5) Suprort for AWV, Division Artillexy supplicd a
Linison vorty and throc forward obscrver parties to the JIVIT L35 TF, The
pereonel). cone fron the 6th Battalion, 334 Arty, a Corps irtillery
tettalion reinforoing 14CPD Arty. In addition, 1iCD Arty cssisted in the
novenent and axzmmition reswpply of the ARVI bottexny asupporting: the ABW
: s Though no specific Letberies vere assimed the mission of reinforcing
the ARV bottery, the compactness of the A0 and the density of actillexry

4

.
-

z CONFIDENTIAL

w




CONFIDENTIAL

VDAAR-L 5 Moy 1968
'SUBJECT: Oporotional Renmort of the lst Adw Covelry Division Arbilicxry
for Pericd Ending 30 April 1953, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

tubes permitted fires of up to 12 lLattories for support of the Ui Fires
of these wits vere irmediotely respensive, mnd the IF councndex s highly
complinentery of ithe crtillery support weceived,

. (6) Ixircotion, On 11 April, ertillory displecement out
of the PEGASUS 40 begen, in preparption for Operstion DELAVAPR~LAM SON 216,
A/2/19 and the fouwr tubes of T/L/30 deployod o L% Sharon; ¢/1/%7 moved %o
17 Stud preparatory to deploymont to Camp Evens. ‘the next dey, 1/1/85 began
its motor march to Cemp Evenc, A and €, 1/21'moved to LZ Stud, preparvatory
%o movonent back to Camp Evance On 15 4vril, €/1/77 ond B/L/83 closed ab
Oanp Bvons.. D/2/19 dicslaced to L2 Betty (YD 331479), 4 end C, 1/21
olosed at Comp Evens, A/1/63 end C/1/30 arwived ot Dong Ha by roady all
on 4 dpril, Thae follouwing day, C/1/30 and B/1/21 closed ot Comp Dvenss
) 1/83 » N0 longer supporting 14CD, mrocceded south toword Compy Brgley ond
C/1/77 displaced o L% Jene, This completed the oxtraction of the
artillery from Oporotion PEGASUS.

ce OQOperation JEB STULRT II., This wes a short-lived operntion,
congisting for the most port in preporotions for Opercition DELAV DT
LaM SGT 216, There vese no signifiomnt artillery dctivities, and no
after oction report vis preperced for JO3 STUAUT II,

f. Operotion DELAVARE-LAM SOH 216,

(1) '"This is & rccomcinsonce in force into the 4 SILY Valloy,
o 24 Brigode, with /77 Avty (4 end B batterics)-ond 4/1/50, xemains
near KB SANH, OFCGH to the 3d-Mnrine Divisiin, Yhe ist ond 3@ Trigedesy
140D, and the 33 AIVH Reginent, lat ARWVI Sivision, conduct operctions in
e 4 SIAU Valley, Thae 196%h Lisht Infontry Brigsde, fron the fnerieal
Glvisicny is OrXCOIT tc the 140D, conducting operations eround ond in defensc
of Cap Evanse. Tho 2/ 12 Cav operatos directly wder LACD contxol in
g onoll 40 evound LZ Jone. 2/19 hxty (4, B, C battories) and 1/21 Avty
(A’,‘ 3, C batiories) are in direct suy .ort of the let ocnd 3d Brigales
respeciively. 3/82a trty (4, Cy D bottoiies) is orgenic to 196th 118,
ond 16/33 Arty (=) (4/6/35 end C/1/77) is in direot supnort of the 2/12
Cove 0/33 Arty ic providing onc licise and three forvwnnd obsorver
parties to 34 AWH Regiments On ordery it is to air esesavlt onc
batiery to reinforce G/ 12 Lty (ARVIT), swoporting the 3d . fIT Reginent,

‘Boch of tho 1ACD Drijedos hag medium awtiliowy supports I/1/30, GIR 2/19

Izty; ©/1/30, GER 1/21 krty, Heovy owvtillory support is pwovided by 3/1/03
ety (6" 8F) ot Canp Evens mad by six tubos, 175m1 guncs G/1/0% ond c/6/4
(2 “vbes) at FOD Dootogae (YD 620095) 4un the 10lst Airborne Divisior 40.

(2) Ponding the axrivol of Hge, 3/02d Arty, 1/36 Asty cswmed
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VDALR-T ' ' 5 Yoy 1958
SUBJECT: Operational Report of ‘the lst Air Cavolry Division Artillexy
‘ for Period Ending 30 4pril 1968y RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

dircet supiort exdillery fuimctions, including base defensc, in the A0
cround Camp Evens on 19 4pril, On that dnte, 4/3/824 Lrty axwived of
Conp ivens, ond C/1/21 adr ausouled into the A SHAU at L2 Tigor (YD
28190861)s It hod been plamcd to nove B/1/21 Anty into L2 Vicidi (YD
282114). Hewever, hazordous flying conditions (antieuirereft weapons and
pocr vecther) restricted robility and the battery did not displace,

thouch the 1/7 Cav did air asseult into 12 Vicki, The followdng doyy

1/7 Cov .ettocked overlend to scize IZ Goodnan (YD 320071), X4 B, and G
bobieriesy 2/19 Arty cxrived at Corp Lvans for stoging into the 4 SILW,
B/2/19 end 4/3/82 doployed to Lz Jock (YD 500281) south of Conp Ivans,

end C/3/82 arrivod of Cenp Bvens, No moves vere nede into the A SHAU.-

On the 21st, as the infontry hed not yet sccurcd LZ Goodmen, two tubes,
4/1/21 vere positicacd etop Signal Hill (YD 407035). B/2/19 moved from
LZ Jack to Camp Bvense On 22 April D/3/02d drrived fron the Americnl AO
and wes positioned at LZ Belcher (YD 465385)s The following day, novee
nent continued into the 4 SEAU, with B/1/21 ond four twbes G/1/30

being helilifted to LZ Goodnon (YD.320071). On 24 April, four {ulesy
4/1/21, wrere liftod to LZ Pepyer (YD 355027) and C,[ 1430 completed its nove
to LZ Goodname B/1/30 Lrby moved to Bvans from IZ Gharon and occusicd
C/1/30ts vacated position arec. Deploynment of the 34 Drigedets supnorting
oxtillery wos complete, On the following doyy movenent of the lot Brigade
and its ertillery into the A SIAU begen. Three. tubes C/2/19 vore 1lifted
into L2 Cecile (YO 385980).° Hovenent of drtillery did not begin egnin
wntil the 26th, vhen A/2/19, B/2/19, and %he 3 tubes of 0/2/19 vere 1iftca
into L% Stellion (YO 3739943. ALL six tubes of B/1/30 were lifted to
Stallion the next doy, ond the two of the throe tubes of 0/2/ 19 Lyty of

Stellion vere lifted to Cecile. This comnleted novemont of 1ACD wnits dinto
the A SHAU ..

(3) Moveouent imbe the A SHAU velley has been much slover
then plamied due wvrimarily to poor westher conditions, Mo cneny oix
defengse ic oomposod of well frainced cné diecinlined creovs serving
rcletively sothistionted viesrons; fire Gistridution necns, and cffective
cormunicntions linmma, JArtilleryy Lir, ond Infentry rust obtrek oir
defense wegions o reduce their toll of fricndly aiveroft, Growd contacty
s foxy hos beon lizht and there have beeh no significont artillexy
ccetivities, IHowever, nositioning ond supmorting artillery batieries in
the A SHAU ogainst obstacles of terrain snd wecther hos boon on oCCone
plishnents 4% tines the axsmnition aituation wag criticel, and cclled for
ccresul menagenents  On LZ Goodnan, wcter to swab the 155 tubes has been
in short sapply, At the ond of the reporting noriod, hovever, the extila
lexy batteries are jositioned in the A SHAU to support the noowor
forces ond do asgist the JARVI Regimont when it ady londsyond amamition
is in adequnte suuply. Further analysis must oundit the developumt of
operations in the Valley,
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SUBJECT: Operetionel Report of the 18t A:lr Cavalry Division Artillery
+ for Period Ending 30 April 1968, ROS CSFOR-65 (r1)

g 4ll units engaged in eperations each dey of the reporting
poriod, Troop novonents wore noade on 60 individuel days of t.lo reporting
period, and on nony of these deys mmltiple wits nade moves. Lport fron
fornnl fraining, such cs tho Division Cambat Londor!s Coursc ead courses
ot the Roplaconont Tradning Contcr, training vas given on the job ond
integrated vith operationn.

24 (U) Scetion 2, Loscons Ieerneds  Commonder!'s Obscrvationg,
"\roluotlons, ~ond Reccm:.e.@. tions., )

e Perso:mcl. None
'b.' Opero;u:.ons.

(1) Artillc;l Batialion for Dase Camp Defense.

(a.) OBSDINA_EIOII. 1ACD requ.wcs & nen-divisional lich%
artillery bo.t’co.l:.on Toxr uefense of its bhosc canlp.

(v) EVuLUATION. The resources of divisional dircch
support battalions are fully committed to supporting the nencuver Hripades’
overations, 4 coimitnont o defensce of the divicionts bease conp-toxes
Wesc xesources groeatly. DS ortillery battolions depart fron base coum

as required to suppoxt their bLrigades with resultant turbulence in jrovision

of axtillery support for defense of the divisionts resources. & noas
divisional artillexy bettolion nan more effcctively »erform bese defense
functions and cen provide nermanence ond continuity to the defense,
thory a non-divisionel artilicry battalion cen wrovide Forvoxd Observers

Yo zrovisional bese defense componies or to man observetion touwers,

wlzerem all the FO!'a-of a DS beottalion ard committced to ‘e rifle core
panies. In additicn, a pornonent bese defense a.rt:.llcry battalion can
vrovide oupsort to the Divigion Renlacement Treining Center and to

Divisional Artillery Forwerd Obscerver and Five Dirceticn Officer Praining
Courscs,

() DECOMMENDITION., Rocormond this division be provided

., @ non=divisionel light artillery battalion for defenge of its bnse Gorip.

. (2) Cowntorfirs Flens.

() OBSD"NA"‘ION . Vhacnever bases, yarticulorly lorge
basesy coue wader nortar/rocket/artillery attoeck, the counterfline

3 .
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SUDJECT: Operational Roport of the lst My Covilry Division Artillery
for Poriod Bnding 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

progran rmot be enxofully controlled.

~ (b) DVALUATION, It is oxbremely importont to give
Cbexget soquisition egondsiocs; ee3ey vortar patrol, FO's, CM rodars, on
opvortunity to loonte the source of the ipcoming rounds before the
ccquisitich systeia beoomes satweated with counterfires, Counterfire
pleng ghould wrovide flexible response. Senple pleng rollows

Flen 1. ALl ground fircs ore held unbil the direction of
attack is doterrnined, Morbrr potrol {LIA cr gun ships) cxpends iimedistely
on presclected torgets in precleared creas.

. Plen 2 Ground fires cre held until the direction of
attack is.dctermined, then cownterfires arc directed in that dircction.
Counterfirds arc cither counter nortsr, cowntor rocket, counter battery,
or generel (quick fire) deuendent upon informetion as ¥o the type of
rounds being received.

Plan 3 PRiring is conducted for a linited period _(u';;
% 5 ninutes), then coaneds Fires ore resumed once information regording
the dircetion end nobure of the atbock has been received.

Tlen 4 Countorfire rosiomse is irmedinte, with 6400
nil, gencral covexro(c. : :

Byvervles of flexdible resionse oxes

1 -If veathon precludes nontor potrol, plan 1 is
negeted, ond plan 2 ic mmownced and implenented.

2 DMortar petrol is on station, ARL/Gunships
cxands. plan 2 or plon 3 dis ploced dn effeet,

(o) RECOMMENDATION. Reoormond Countorfire »lcas Lo
designed to nrovide oontrolled, flexible responscs

(3) Tuoxreb hcguigiision,

, (2) OBSTVATICH. This qivision regquives the suymert
of o target acquisition bettery.
{
(b) BVLIUATION. This division possesses o lindted
onpability for deternining the lovations of hostile norter, rocket, and
artillery positions, For this pmepose, Division drxrtillery employs its

. 4 o
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SUBJECT: Operctional Ropori of the lst Air Ca:vo.lry Division Artillcry
for Pariod Miding 30 Ajril 1968, RCS CHFOR-G5 (Rl)

Fots vith the riflo componics, odditional obscxvors in towars at nejor
fixed instellations,  ARA counter mortoer partol, cn extensive aeriol
swrveillence progran, ond its four AMPQ=4A counter mortar redars.  With
tho oxdeption of the radars, the above neens erc Jinited by a:lvo:;sc O
ditions of visilility., The four reders con rwovide only nnxzinal <overego
F of the divisionts A0, ond heve only linited success in locating hostile

rocket or artiilory positions, & requircnent exists for additional texget
acquisition equipment and j ersonnol suprort, This support oon best be
supirlicd by a ntondo:m t'u:cct acquiaition orcml.,ation.

(o) RECGTLITATION., Reconmend such a battory be
frovided in the Corpa troop list.

{(4) gljusmont .of- Defonsive ‘To,rﬁets .

(a) OBSERV /T IC. Adaustnent ‘of close-in defensive torgeto
requires pﬂ,r'bictﬂ."r oocxe to avoid accidontal injury to fricndly troounse.

(») HVALU&TIOH o 'There is alunys & degree of risk ,
involved in the adjustnent of defensive targets. If the torgets are - ?
close cnough- to the porincter to be of velue as fingk motectlve fire,
they are also close cnough to be dongerous to friéndly troons, The
Gecicion to fixrc. in defonsive torgets reste with the nuncuver force
comnenfer, with recormendations nade by the artillery forwerd observer
or lisison officor. The nancuver force cormender mist decide whethor
he wents thic adjustnont conpleted with shell, HE or vith o leas deaserous
ghell; i.64y smoke or Ligh burst WP (200 neter HOB).

i; - (o) RL‘.CQM-MIMTIC‘H. When the nencuver coraonder nokes
' the Cecicion to fire in defensive targets, the following procedurcs should
apply.

EY 'J'.‘ho mancuver cormiender should warn all persomnel
in the erce and inswric that : sroper protoctive mepsures are taken. The FO
k . should placce himsclf in a positlon to vorify physically that this hos
'E. been occonplisheds The FO should not pexmit firing to corience wntil he.

. is sotisfied that proper protective neasures have been token, and should
commond chieck fire during the course of the rission if any wnsafe

, conditions arise, Troper »rotective mecsures mist cuntinue to e obscived
witil coupletion of the mission and ell clerr is cortinnded.

Y [}
* . 2 4n acriel ohserver should essist the cround

obscerver, if nossible, He cen venify the grid of the ncnouver clenent and
chack to sec that no firdendlies arc out Leyond the erimetor near the

v
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SUDJECTs Oporational Renmext of the let dir Covelry Division Avtillcry
for Period :}ncmnu 30 Anrdl 1966, RCS csron-ss (r1)

defensive targct .

The firing. batiery should have an outliie of
eny ricjor static fire base on ite firing chort.

The picce closest to the perineter of the nan-

ouver olenont chowdd be used.

: The first ofjusting round should be shell, crioke
or WP, HOD 200 petors, It should be dirccted ot o point sufficicnt
distonce from friendly troons to insure ne effect vhatscover on friendly
locntiona, and subscguent rounds brought back toward the target by “cxeeping

é
£ Rounds should be fired ond scnsed singly, with
sufficient seporetion in time so that cach round can be Odltlvely
identificd.

Shift fron shell, smoke to shell, HE skould not
be nede wntil the smoke .round has heen pes itively identificd, If the
iret round iz o sofe distence from friendly troops, shift to shell, 121
moulcl be nade at thot poink, rether than creep the ghell, snoke in ond
thon shift to shell, IIE, FO!c should not request range or deviction
corrections when switching from sheli, suoke to shell, IE,

8 FDO‘S tnd FOts nust be 03'>ccia11y alert ui:on
fiving in dofensive targets, If coch round camiot Le positively identificd,
check fire should be commanded so thet 21l firing deta cca be verificd.

If adjustnent is in the HE jhese vhon check fire is ordered, firing should
be recoimenced with shiell, smoke or' high burst Y,

(5) Yewificotion of the Azimuth of the Oriontins Line,

(zi) ODSEVLEICH, Tho azimmrth of the orienting linc
should be verified, 2s a neesuze of safely, yrior to the babtory! s being
leid, - .

(b) * Althouch it is accopted arbillowy practice thet the
firing battery executive officer should verify the azimuth of the
orienting line, by measuring ite nogmedic azimath with o comass or oindng
circley thig proccdure is not prescidtbed in any officiecl or seni-officinl
publication, M 6-40, Ficld Artillery Cennon Gunnery, woragrein 4-5 (5)
(b) ‘\rworibcs a check for the orienting angle, but not for ths azirmth
of the orionting line; The USLAMS semi-official publication, Notos Lo
the Bettery Ercoutivo, also preecribes only o chicck of the orienting angle,
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DL CONFIDENTIAL 5 Moy 196G
SUDJBCT: Oporational Noport of the lst Air Cavelry Division ivtillery
for Poriod Endding 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-G5 (RL)

(6) RECCMMENDATION. Recoumond USAMS toke stops to
cornoct this apparent dei‘iomncj in M 6~40 ond in Notos for the Batuer.y
¥ocutive.

. (6) Stioling Resot Counter Xnob, Panorsmic Telescope Mil3, MLO02
Howitzor. R " .. T o ..

(a) OBSERVATION. The roset cownter and the resct lmob
of the : Yanoranic J.clesoope ML13 require pavbiculor attention,

(b) EVALULTION. Tho counter resot knob of the Penororic
Telceadwps Mll3 has o tondency to stick, resulting in crroncous realings on
the + counter when ii actuclity the sight has not moved. Thic con couse
dangiorous oxrors in deflection,

(o) TECGREDAPION. Rocormend firing baticry mrscnucl
poy prrbiculor attontion to the reset counter and kmob during daily checlis
of the Pn’norqmc Peloscope MLl3, Reciprocal lay chocke ghould Lo herforied
ot least d'\ily and ot any tine doubt is raised o3 to the proyper funevioniiyg;
of the cru.nuer. .

(7) Op\.r‘,tions dwring poor 1@_..n_r' weatnor.

(9.) OboDRV!"‘ ClT. The . rtc.v cd perioa of Dad flying
veather dhrouzhout Fobruary énd crrly Morch coused a deporture from
stondard ARA atback tactics,

(b) EVALULTICK. Torgels were frequently engoged ot
slightly more thon rocket amving ronge dvz to low ceilings ond pooxr
v1s:.b1.11ty. "Pop~Up" firing tcchmques vere froguently uscd which causcd
an increese in airveraft, nllncz:;.ba.ln.ty. Overfly of the torpet vill also
occur under ‘these circunstonces with o corves: ponding inerecace in the
incidence of aircraft hits, Stondord ARA toctics can Lo deseribud os uhc
initiation of o firing run ob apirominately 1500 metors, or greator, il
the breok fron the torget occurriny; prior to 500 fwotors,

(o) RECCHMENDATION, fThot doviations from stondord ARA
atback teetics be noade only vhen node necesacry due to the tectical
. u:.turtiun‘ and theb devictions be cerefully sreighed against the hogzend:
involved,

(8) Grew Survival.

o (o) ODSERVATION. Two crows of ARA helicoplers, efter
sngtaining donnge fron hostile fire and encovsitering bad woathor, were .

1
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!
AVDAAR-T 5 May 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the lst Air Cavalry Division Artillery

for Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

forced to land thelr aircraft in enemy held territory. Their survival
efforts until rescue (18 hours) were successful with all eight crewmen

unharmed although the group was in contact with VC for the last ien
hours- of their period on the ground,

(b) EVALUATION, Some actions that proved beneficial
in their escape, evasion, and rescue follow:

-1 The senior man present took immediate command
and organized his assets quickly. ~

2 All personnel departed the immediate vicinity of
the helicopters taking with vhem the survival kits, URC-10 radios, maps,

S0Its, weapons with ammunition, and buried all other usable items that they
could not cdrry. A position area for defense was picked that would
allow visual contact with the aircraft location to simplify pick-up.

3 A difficult area (high bamboo, rough ground)
was chosen for establishment of a position area to discourage -tracking,

This caused slow progress and physical strain, but proved to be the best
decision,

4 One person followed the main group to erase all
signs 6f movement that might compromise their position and route.

5 All smoking, loud talk, or excessive movement
was forbidden,

6 The two URC-10 radios were used alternately to
call "Mayday! by voice and to activate the emergency beep signal.

Patience paid off after 14 hcurs of this procedure, as it was by that means

that search and rescue aircraft were led to their location to accomplish
recovery,

7 Personnel were forbidden to return fire unless
it was obvious that they were located and under threat of being overrun,
The order to fire would come only from the commander. Solitary enemy
would be engaged with survival knives rather than shot. This technique
enabled the -group to kéep from revealing their position even though enemy
groups fired into their position (suspect that the VC were using recon
by fire to attempt to locate their position).

8 A "cool head" as a leader inspired confidence

in all involved and resulted in a team effort that resulted in complete
success,
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J— CONFIDENTIAL 5 ey 1960

SUBJECT:s Operational Report of the lst Adv Covalry Division Artillesy 3
for Period Inding 30 April 1960, RCS CSFOR-65 (RL) '

() RECOMMIDATION. That these jroven swmvivel tips
be given wide disscrunotion to asgist Sther creows that might foce this
situction,. ‘ ' .

£, canizotion,

(1) Ligison Porsoimel for the Airmoblie Divisicn hrbillery,

o (c.) OBSEIVATION. Iiaison parties are required for
Divigion Artillexy.

‘ (b) EVILUATIOH, The TCE for Headgiertors and Hocde
quartcrs Dottery, Airmobile Division Actillery (TOR 6-70:3), nckes no
provision for liaison .crsomncl. Tor tio successive years, MIOE action
has requested thot liaison wartics bo odded. to the TCZ, dut au, .Yeb, nc
apvroval has been forthcoiinge On three occasions during the reoorting
poriody Division Artillery wns required to furmish lisicon nantics:

: L During the operation to relieve Hue, it furnished
2 liaison poxty Vo the lst iIVY Division FSCE,

2 Duding ‘Oporation PEGLSUS-LAY SO 207-4 it
supplied o lindison perty to the 26th Merines &t Khe Smalt amd to the ARV
Airborne Task Ferce, : .

3, During Cperation DELAWREB-LA SCIL.216,-it-dig. — -
providing lieison to the 3@ Reginment, lst ARVET Division,

(¢) IOCMIAMATION, Iocommend this hesdquartors be
authorized licison rersomcl. MHTOE actions will continue to meflect
this recquest,

’ (2) artillory -Liaison ond Sompmrd Obsorver Portics for adr
Covalry Squadron, fidwiobile Division,

(e) ODSEWATION. The 4dr Covolry Sousdron vith the
Airzobile Division reguires arsiliery liaison snd forvierd clhscrver Doxtics,

(b) EVALUATION, The TOE for the Lirnobile Division
frtillory mokes no provigion for liaison and forwmrd obscwver prriics for
the Air Covelry Squedwon, Since this Division's arvivel in Vietnon it
has Dbzen considered cusentiol that an artillery liaison porty be provided
for the Sguadron heodguervers and one forward observer scction bo Hrovided
per cavelry troop for the' follovding roosonss

19

CONFIDENTIAL




T

USRS

e

SRRV A

Lo kbt " O

> IDENTIAL

AVDA DT CONF'DEN N 5 May 1960 :

SUBJECT: Operational Roport of tho lst Adr Covdlry Division Artillexy
for Period Ending 30 April 1960, RCS CSFOR~65 (R1)

1 Mogmitude of fire support problems, The Covelry _
Sauedron moy porforn its rocomnaissence ond security missicns in eny pert
of the Divicigit 40, Vhile there is no dircct support artillery provided fox
the Scucdron, covery axtillery botiory is =wesored to fire ir support of
Squadra ojerations if requested., In oddition, AR, naval gunfire, ond TAC
air support are availeblé. There is o continuing ned.. for an drtillexynon
irmedintely availeble) knovledsiecble in the curwont. iocations'of prtillexy
wiits end the proper cmployacent of oil fire suppury resources, ont copelble
of obtnining these resources quickly,

2 Individuesl zxree of operations, Often the Covelry
Souvedron is givon its oun axoes of operations (n.': in Operantion PEGASUS,
Tececomiaissence chase)s In thesc éircwnstonces, the Squadron hed the gsone
tirve supiort requirononts snd resi.casibilitics as o brigede, Often the
Squndron is assirmed on LZ defonsive nmissions The plaaning of fires,
counterfires, iillumination fires and the coordination of ARA counter norter
patroL require o trained artillemymen.

' 3 Ground troop, The fourth (D) troop of the Squadron
is & ground troop and functions normelly in an infantry role, It reguires
on drtillexy FO perby just as does an infeatry compeny. In additicn, D
trocpts operctions oficn mecessitate splitiing the FO sectius, so on odd-
itionel RTO is required one to accompeny thie Torunwd Observer, a sooud o
cccenpeny the Lisison Sexgeant.

4 Cleorance to fire, Within this division, oxtillery w
lizison officers operate for the growd comnonGers in clesring all typoes 1
of fires. Covalry operetiocns in particrler requize close coordinntion ‘\
Yo incure safoty sinoe the Squadron's mission will noruelly toke it into |
other unitst AO0's, dince the adr Covalry Squedron is normally cmployed |
in genexel supuort of the Division, it is riost appropriate %o provide whe
liaison end foruexd obsexver perscnncl fron Headquortors and Ieodquoriors
Bebtery, Diviaion drbtillexy. For the pnst two yeaxs, MICE action has
reguested one liaison Zarty and four forucxd observer varbics be gddcd to
OB 6~701F for ubiliszation with the Adr Covolry Sqund::Bn, but as yot no
approvel has been forthcoming,

(c) RECAMENDLTION. Recommend this headquarters be
cuthorisel one lirdgon party end four feorword observer haréics for
enployiient vith the dir Covalyy Sauodrene MPCE action will continue to
xoflect this roguest,

1 Inoll ’ WILITAM Ite WOLYT SRS

Coly Astilicry
Cormonding
20
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AVDACG (5 May 68) 1st Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 1st Air Cavalry Division Artillerv for
Period Ending 30 April 1968

1st Air Cavalry Division, APO San Francisco $%450

TO: CG, PCV, ATTN: D&T, APO San Frencisco 96308

1, Attached is the Operational Report Lessons Learned of the 1lst Cavalry:
Division (Airmobile), Division Artillery for the period ending 30 April 1968.
2, Distribution is being made in accordance with AR 525-15;

FOR THE COMMANDER:

/{“7"‘¢’h ",
CONRAD L STANSBER ‘3\
CoL, GS

Chief of Staff
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AVII-GC (5 May 68) 2d Ind _ ITC Clark/ked/2157
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 1st Air Cavalry Division Artillery for
Périod Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

D4, HQ, PCV, APO San Francisco 9630z 10 JUN 1968
TO: Comnanding General, USARV, APO 96385

1. (U) The inclosed (RLL, 1st Cav Div Arty, is forwarded in accordance
with USARV Reg 525=-15,

2, (C) Comments on section 2, Lessons Learned, comander's observations
and recomiendations are listed below: ‘

a, Item, Arty Bn for Base Camp Defense, page 13, para 2b(1)., Divisions
are responsible for large AO's and additional light artillery is needed to
support maneuver forces, PCV Arty has 2 nondivisional light Ens wih which
to reinforce 3 divisions, A third Bn is desirable but at a lover priority
than adcditional 175mm, 8", 155mm and automatic weapons Bns, Defeanse of base
camps iS a collateral, not a primary mission. 1st Cav Div Arty has been
informed that no action is being taken to obtain a nondivisional light Bn
for base camp defense.

b, Item, counter fire plans, page 13, para 2b(2). Concur.

¢, Item, target acquisition, page 14, para 2b(3), Concur, To partially
compensate for the most critical deficiencies, FCV has requested of USARV a
radar officer, survey officer and personnel and ecuipment for 2 survey
sections and a survey information center,

"de  Item, adjustment of defensive targets, page 15, para 2b(4)., Concur.

The recommended procedure will be incorporated into the fire support annex
of the Corps SOP.

e. Item, verification of the Azimuth of the Orienting Line, page 16,
rara 2b (5). Concur. The recommended check has been incorporated in the
fire support annex of the Corps SOP,

f. Item, sticking reset counter knob, panoramic telescope }113, 17102

Howitzer, page 17, para 2b (6). Concur, Check will be included in fire support
annex of ihe Corps S0P,

g. Iten, operations during poor flying weather, page 17, para 2b(7).
Concur., No further action considered necessary,

he TItem, crew survival, page 17, para 2b(8). Concur with recommendation.
Further recommend that proven survival tips be included in PACAF Jungle
Survival School, Clark AFB, Fhillippines,

'

Z2

CONFIDENTIAL




*

PN

CONFIDENTIAL

AVII-GC (5 May -68)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 1lst Air Cavalry Division Artillery for
Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR=65 (RY)

i. Item, liaison personnel for Air Nobtile Div Arty, page 19, para 22(1).

LaFS

Concur. Thé-divisicn artillery can expect to have unprozrammed requirerents

to provide liaison teams to other service or allied forces for tle fdrseesztle
future,

g} Item, artillery liaison and forward observer partiecs, race 19, pars
2£(2), Concur. Ground: reconnaissance squadrons have s need for one FO

party per troop, Air cavalry needs are ;reater because of bhe corps arews
in which a troop operates,

FOE IHE COIMANDEI:

JOP Lo 2.

R. L. NURDIN
MAJ, AGC
Asst AG
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AVHGC-DST (5-May 68) 3d Ind (V) CPT Arnold/ms/LBY 4485
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the lst Air Cavalry Division Artillery
for Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HEADQUARTERS, US ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 20 JUN 1968

TO: Commander in Chief, Uniﬁed States Army, -Pacific, ATIN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558 .

1, This headquarterc has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1968 from Headquarters, lst Air
Cavalry Division Artillery.

2, Comments fqliow:

da, Reference item concerning target acquisition, page 14, paragraph 26(3),
and 2d Indorsement, paragraph 2e. PCV request for additional target acquisi-
tion means is nnder active consideration by USARV Headquarters,

b, Reference item concerning liaison personnel for the airmobile division
artillery, page 19, paragraph 2f (1); and 2d Indorsement, paragraph 2i, MNTOE
including desired liaison personnel were reviewed by this headquarters when
submitted, These personnel were included as additional space requirements;
due to the space ceiling limitation imposed on USARV, they could not be fi-
nanced. MTOE submitted at a later date will be reviewed as before; if spaces
are available at that time, consideration will be given to providing the
desired liaison personnel authorization, .

c. Reference item concerning artillery liaison and forward observer
parties for .air cavalry squadron, airmobile division, page 19, paragraph 2f(2);
and 2d Indorsement, paragraph 2j. The same comments made in paragrapanJbabove,
apply to the desired liaison and forward observer personnel,

FOR THE CO:MANDER:

¢:¢4t4n4L.1l:«4$un¢

C. S. NAKATSUKASA
Captain, AGC
Copies furnished: . Assistant Adjulant General
HQ, 1lst Air Cav Div Arty '
Hy, POV
H
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GPOP-DT (5 May 68) (U) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, lst Air Cav Div Arty for Period
Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR~65 (R1) (U)

it 1938
HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 20 90" '

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse- .

ments and concurs in the report as indorsed.

W\t

C.L. SHOATT.
CPT, AGC
Asst AG

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
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Organization, lst Air Cavalry Division Artillery
Headquarters: and. Headquarters Battery
2d Battalion, 19th A,rciuery‘

Hqs, Hgqs and Sve Btry; A, B, C Batteries

1st Battaliom, 21lst Artillery ;
Hqs, Hgs and Svc Btry; A; B, C Batteries
lst Battalion, 77th Artillery
Hgqs, Hqs and Svc Btry; A, B, C Batteries
24 Battalion (Aerial Artillery) 20th Artillery
Hqs, Hqs and Svec Btry; A, B, C Batteries
lst Battalion, 30th Artillery (attached)

Hgs, Hqs'Btry; Svc Btry, A, B, C Batteries

et R A A S e e o 4 At e A\ A

Plt (-), Btry C, 4th Battalion, 60th Artillery (OPCOM)
, 4 x M55's, 4 x M42's, 4 x M23 xenon Searchlights

Btry E (Aviation) 82 Arty

Incl 1
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