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CONFIDENTIAL
SECTION I

SIGNIFICANT ORGAIZATIONAL OR UNIT ACTIVITIES

1. (0) Personnel and .dinistration:

a. The 2d Howitzer Battalion, 35th Artillery remains assigned to the
54th Artillery Group with the mission of General Support, II Field Force,

b. Headquarters and Headquarters Battery maintained a base camp at
XUAN LOC, YT473097. Battery B maintained a base camp at XUAN LOC until 31
harch when they moved their supply facilities to LON'G BINH, YT561 16, in
the Service Battery area. Battery A mrintpincW a permanent oage camp at
VWUI DAT, YS428665. Battery C has no permanent base camp but maintains
storage facilities st Service Battery. Service Battery maintained a perma-
nent base camp at LONG BINH, YT0561 16.

c. Commend changes:

(1) Captain Albert B Carlson, 099143, assumed con mnd of Battery C
from Captain Hartmuth D Guenther, OF113647, on 15 Mirch 1968.

(2) First Lieutenant Vernon F C Zopes, 05420302, assumed conn~rnd of
Headuarters and Headquarters Battery from First Lieutenant Alden L Rober-
son, 05333213, on 22 April 1968.

d. ],orml SI activities were conducted during the period I Feb 68

through 30 April 1968.

e. Personnel strength as of 30 April 1968 was as follows:

UNIT TO AUTH GO ATH* ASSIGNM
OFF WO }Uf OFF WO 134 OFF WO , I

HQ 15 0 72 15 1129 13 0 36
A 3 0 117 5 0 121 4 0 115
B 3 O 117 5 0 121 4 0 128
C 3 0 117 5 0 121 5 0 126
Svc a 82 & 52 2 a2_
TOTAL 27 3 545 33 4 574 :29 $8 $0

*Genernl Order %umber 80, W., 5th Army, dated 20 April 1966, .authorized the
strengths shown. The present M.M0Y for this unit reflects these figures.

f. The following critical NCO shortages exist:

MOS TITL. GWID_ AUTH 2:!ORT
13E2+0 Recon Sergeant SGTE5 8 3
35D20 11ot Ballistics Equip Mech SP3Z5 1 1

g. Personnel changes during the reporting period included:

OFF WO _1

Gains 5 1 140
Losses (DIOS) 3 2 134
Infusion 1 0 6
Transfer 3 0 1

7-
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h. Casualties included:

T I
Kolled In Action
Wounded In Action 40
Missing In Action 0
Non-Battle Ded 1
Non-Battle I issing 0
Non-Battle Casualties 9

i. Pertinent medical service statistics:
Total patient visits 283

Admitted to hospital '4
alaria cases 0

J. Judicial and Non-Judicial Punishment:

SPC- 1 SCM- I Art 15's -13

k. Awords end decorations:

Silver Star 1
Bronze Star 4
Air Medal 4
Army Commendation Medal 15
Purple Heart 40

1. Reportable accidents:

Personnel - 4 Vehicles . 4

m. MIR:

(1) Out of country:

Hawaii - 15 Australin - 9 Tokyo - 5
Hong Kong - 5 Mnila - I Singapore - 6
Bangkok- 9 Taipei - 19

(2) In-country: Vung Tau - 8

n. Ss fety:

(i) Anlysis: There were eight accid: ,'s in the brittalion during the
period 1 Feb 68 to 30 Apr 68. The eight accidents were caused by careless-
ness and inattentiveness on the part of the individuals concerned. One of
the four vehicle accidents was reportedly caused by mechanicol failure (the
brakes f,%iled to function on o 3/4-ton vehicle).

(2) Corrective Actions: Battery com.sanders have been directed to em-
phasize to each member of their command the necessity for individual in-
struction on driver spfuty and accident prevention. A policy for convoy
movements has been initiated th,)t will insure that all NCO's and drivers
Pre briefed on road conditions and specific hr ards to be especially alerted
for prior movement.

CONFIDENTIAL
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C. ommander' s j~otes:

(1) Spn of CoArol: The spnn of control of the battalion continues tobe hevily taxed due .*o the great distances between battalion hcpdquarters

and the firing batteries. During periods of attjchment, the battalion re-
mains charged with personnel ,ndmnistration, gunnery standards and mnintenr,.-e
supervision of the firing batteries. The distpnce between firing batteriesand battp.'ion headquarters ,nd the service lements of the battalion wrid

up to 180 Idlumeters. Helicopter transportation becaime the key to effecti-.supervision and to expediting maintenance activities. The brttalion is cur-
rently receiving an allocation of four and a half hours of helicopter time
per day. (See Incl 3).

(2) I4aintenance:

(a) Battery C wos attached to thQ 9th Inf Div zt DONG TAR for thd puriod
6 Nov 67 to 6 Mar 68. Maintenance support for the 109 howitzer was not
available at DONG TAh, since the 9th Inf Div had none of these weapons in the
division. Mintenance support was established through liaison with th" 2d
Maint.nance Bttplion at VUKG ThU. An extrmely profitable maintenance plan
was developed, in cooperation with the 2d 1iint Bn, i.e. to barge one 1i.1O9
and its companion M548 to VUIG TAU for overhaul and Pnnuel maintc ;nnce. Al-
though this progrm took one howitzer out of action for a period of 7-10 daysG
the materiel readiness of the battery was markedly improved. This schme was
developed further with the return of Battery A to NUI DAT base camp. The use
of adequlte shop facilities with the ready avvilability of technicions and
spare parts improved the operational capability of Pnd prolonged the life of
the Mi109 hovitzers.

(b) Bttalion lMintcnrnce Operations: The battPlion maiintcnance sxction
wps previously located in XULN LC and piece-mepled cut to each of tKl firing
btteries. The bttlion mintenance section was relocited in LONG BINH uhete
parts access,road network and available transportation have ,wterinlly r'duc.d
the battalion deadline rate. The 185th Light Maintenance Bpttalion his bcn
extremely cooperative in expediting the repair of the aged Y 109 howitzers or-
signed to this battalion.

(c) 1548 Deadline Rte: The N548 continues to be a high dl -dline it(.-n i
this battalion. For this reporting period, the total days aviloble were 12o
for a percentage availability of 91%. i.n analysis of causes for deadlino s~o:z
the moin contributing factors wore ineffective operation.,l zmintenancL l, C_-
cussive loads on convoy movemn~its. In an attempt to rectify this condition,
positivv comnmand emphasis has been focused on the supervision )f mintsna.cL.
,'llow,-blo lords on the 14548's have been established at 4.5 tons. 'ua ding
Flan for forty-two complete rounds, sufficivnt propethnt and fuZes Pa-d deftLr-sivw mterials is now being used. Th load i3 so positionA ans to prm... CrO:"during operation-,at halt" maintenance to b- Furformtd without rtmovin, tn,.
load from the cargo deck.

d.) On 17 April 1968, th baittalion r-cuived the first of eighteen fifth
year model H109 howitzers. As of 30 Apr, fifteen have been issued. Thi oth r
throe howitzers will 14e isvuvd during tne month of Mayy. At thQ present timv,
&,tteries A and B have six now howitzers epchwhilc &ttery C has three.

CONFIDENTIAL
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2. (C)" Operations: N

a. Battlion deployment and missions as of I Feb 68 were (s follows:

(1) Beadquarters and Klepdquprters Battery was locrted at XUAN' LOC, YT
472097 and provided norml support to the battnlion in addition to providing
for XUAN LOG base camp defense.

(2) Service Bttery was located at LONG BINH, Y-056116, and provided
normal support to the battalion.

(3) Battery A was looted at FS/PB WASHUA, )2988323, with the mission
of GSR, 101st Abn DivArty OPCON for fires to thd 1"t Bn, 319th Arty during
Operation EUMIL VISTA.

(4) Bnttor- B was located at FS/PB ANDRSON, YT205127, General Support,
IIFFORCW with priority of fires to the 1st Royal Australian Task Force
during Operation COBURG.

(5) Battery C was loceted at DOING Til, 54134-32, attached to the 9th Inf
DivArty and further attachcd to the Ist Bn, 84th Arty with a mission of Reinf
the 3d Bn, 34th Arty during Operation CORIONADO.

b. Battery A, from its position at FS/PB NASHU, , XT988323, had the mission
of GSR, 101st Abn DivArty during Operation BU.N!. VISTa until 11 Feb 68. Bt-
tery A then moved to BI 1 HOA POST, YT026156 for one night, keeping the same
mission and supporting operations in AO UNIONT0'iN. On 12 Feb 68, Bittery A
moved to FS/PB CONCORD, YT035175, with the mission of GSR, 101st ;bn DivArty
in the aren of Opertion UINIONTOWU1. On I l r, Battery A moved to their base
camp at WIJI DAT, YS428665, with a mission of GS, IIFFORCIV, Reinf the 4th
Royal jiustralian Field Regiment. Battexy A moved from RUI DAT on 17 E&ar to
P FS/PB located at YS493618 and assumed the mission of GSR, 4th RAFR. The
battery remained in this location until 15 Apr when it returned to its base
camp at NUI DAT. A' this tine the unit's mission changed to GS, IIFFORCEW,
Reinf the 12th RLFR, due to the rotation of the ,ustralian units. On 23 Apr,
Bttery A moved to a FS/PB at YS248775 with their mission unchanged. On 25
Apr, B;ttery A again returned to base comp at 1i DAT continuing their mission
until the end of the reporting period.

c. Battery B: From I Feb to 18 Feb, Battery B continued to support Oper-
a.iocn COBURO with a mission of GS, IIFFORCV, with priority of firvs to the
1st Austrplian Task Force. On thu night of 18 Peb, Battery B was attocked by
an estimated battalion size force. A mortr/rocket rttack wils followed by an
intensive ground attack (See 2e(2) and Section Ii, parc 2a, below). On 28 Feb,
the battery received a mort,-r attack resulting in 20-30 rounds impacting in the
orea. On 1 lmr, FS/PB iD1SOt! was closed and Bttery B movd to FS/PB CONCORD,
YT 035175, with a mission of GSR, 101st Abn DivArty OFCON for fires to the 7th
Bn, Vth s4rty. B.-ttury B departed FS/PB CON!CORD on 17 Mr and crosstd the DONG
NAI RIV , at night, by Landing Craft Mechanized (MI) and arrived at FS/PB
LOIS, YT043245, on 18 Ear. The unit's mission while at FS/PB LOIS was GSR,
2d Bn, 40th Arty. On 29 I r, Rittury B departed FS/FB LOIS and moved to BI1.1
%CA, YT026148, with a rission of OS, IIFFORCEV, with priority of fires to the
DONG 1AI i.R A. Bttery B departed BI2 HOA on 31 i'ar and moved to CU CHII,
XT646162, with a mission of GSR, 25th Inf DivArty. On I Apr, Bttery B was
attached to the 25th Inf Div with a mission of GSR, 2d Bn, 40th Arty and moved
to FS/PB BOLT, XT261386. -

CONFIDENTIAL. Jr
4,

1L~-



CONFIDENTIAL
SThe battery remsined in this position until 12 Apr when they moved to FS/BGRANT, X7387625, with a mission of GSR, 3d Bn, 77th Arty. It was here thatthe battery supported 25th Inf Div units during peration TOAN TFAG, assist-ing in achieving a body count of over 200 VC KIA's., On 20 Apr. Battery Bmoved to FS/PB STUART, XT504193, remaining overnight prior to moving to FS/PBPIKE VI on 21 Apr, with a mission of GSiA, 25th Inf DivArty where they re-mained until the end of the reporting period.

d. Battery C: (For T2T Offensive action, see 2e(3) below) On 3 Feb,Battery*C moved to DONG TAH , XS409443 and continued to support OperationCORONADO. On 10 Feb, Battery C moved to LONG DINH BRIDG&, XS382494 , and asn result their mission changed to DS, 5th Ben, 60th Inf during OperationCORONADO. Their mission was again changed on 17 Feb to DS, 2d Bn, 39th Inf.Battery 0 again hai a mission change on 19 Feb to GS, I st Ede, 9th Div. On20 Feb, Bttery C moved by Landing Croft Utility (LCU) on a two day trip toCAN THO, 4509.9, with a mission of GSR, 3d Bn, 34th Arty. While enrouteBttery C received small arms and nutomatic weapons from the shore which wasreturned with unknown results. On 21 Feb, Battery C arrived at BINH TUY, W-S810148. From BINH TUYj they moved overland to PHUNG HM?, WR905845 on 22 Feb.
Oh 23 Feb, Battery C roadmarched back to CANl TFO where the were loaded onLCUts for the trip to DONG TAM, arriving at that lcaticn on 24 Feb. Through-out the period at DONG TIX, Battery C retnined their mission of GSR, 3d BEn,34th Arty. During the TZT Offensilo, Battery C receivd. mortar rounds onseveral occasions totalling 311 rounds. Damage throughout-the period wasslight and casualties were minor. On 6 Mar 68, Battery C moved from DONG TIAto FS/PB PARIS, YT'133082, with the mission of GS, IIFFORoZV Reinf 2d En, 40thArty. On 18 Mai"&.ttery C moved to a FS/PB north of the ARLN. compound atTAN UYM, XT967232, with a mission of GSR, 2d En, 40th Arty, priority of firesto the Vietnamese Marines. On 21 Mar, Battery C moved to FS/PB CONCORD, YT035175 with the mission of GS, IIFFORCLV priority of firesto the 2d Bn, 319thArty OPCON for fires to the 7th Bn, 8th Arty. Battery C rermined in this po-
sition until 12 Apr when it split into two platoons. One platoon remained atFS/PB CONCORD with the same mission while the other platoon rmvcd to CAYGAIO PWIdTTATION, FS/PB FARRI , YT328268 to participate in Opera"iion TOAN TKI.,G,with the mission of GS, IIFFORCEV Reinf 2d BA, 40th Arty. On 24 -Apr, atteryC Forward moved from FS/PB FWiMMLL to FS/PB TRI-CORNMRS, YT208126, retainingthe mission of GS, IIFFORCWV Reinf 2d En, 40th Arty. Battcry C has remainesplit until the end of the reporting period. (After Action Report: RiverineOperations - M109 Howitzer Battery - Inclosure 1)

e. T"T Counteroffensive:

(1) Battery A: At the outbreak of the VC ThJT Offensive, the battery waslocated at FS/PB NASHUA. There was no significant contact in the area through-out the entire period.

(2) Bttcry 8: This btterj was loanted rt FS/PB MalflRSON which was at-tocked by a battplion sized force on 18 Feb. The battery underwent an iLnten-
sire ground attack preceded by an intense mortnr/rocket attack. BKttcry Bsuffered one KIA Pnd twenty-two WIA on that occasion. One howitzer was re-duced to inoperable condition after being struck by an RPG-2 round whichpenetrated the turret. Four other battery vehicles suffered moderateto severe damage in the mortar/rocket attack.

CON FIDENT-IArL
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(3) Battery C: Battery C was locted Pt GIAO DUC, west of IMY THO in

support of the 2d Bde, 9th Inf Div it the beginning of the offensive. After
= the US forces had displaced to DONG TJ!; INY THO area, Battery C was with-
° drawn by LCU's. The embrkaition w,:s mrde under harrassing mortar and sniper

fire. W ile enroute to DONG TA14, the LCU's were diverted to pick up forty
US Government employees at VINH LOUG. The battery used DONG TAM as its fire
support/petrQl bpse in supporting the 9th Inf Div elements along Route 4 and
MY THO. Their position was mortared every night for a week with a totil of
311 rounds impacting in their area. Howuver, only three persons were wounded
and light damage to equipment was suffered. During the period of the TET
Counteroffensive, the battery fired as many as one-thouspnd six-hundred and
forty-two rounds of 155m ammunition in a single day.

(4) Hedquarters Pnd Headquarters Battery: Located at the provincinl
capitol of )ON LOC, the bttalion headquerters and Hedqibrters Battery were
engaged in defense of the city and support of units in the field. The base
camp, which 1lso housed Battery C: 7th Bn, 9th Arty, a 105mm battery, received
over eighty mortor rounds on the night of 31 Jan and fifty additional rounds
on the night of I Feb. Csualties for all units on the compound totalled one
KI. and eighteen WIIAts.

(5) Servicc Battery: Service Battery was instrumental in aiding the de-
fense of the LONG BINH-PIUNTATION area. Service Battery received several
i22rmn rockets and a heavy volume of smll arms and Putomatic weapons fire.
Despite the intenisity of the fire, no casualties were suffered.

f. Fire Missions Summary:

MONTH BATT EY BiTTMRY B BATThRY C EATTLLION TOT.LS
l4sns Rds Msns Rds Msns Rds Msns Rds

Feb 68 1104 3500 948 -T 600 124 96 252 22102
Mar 68 932 3311 1758 7227 1346 6043 4036 16581
Apr 68 922 3o7 1 M 3 0713 5917 199
TOTALS 2958 9998 4153 19 5494 29252 12605 58176

g. Sunmmry of Opertions: During the reporting period, units of the
battalion participated in the following combat operntions:

(1) UNIONTOvw (6) BOX SPRINGS

(2) CoBUR (7) VLLIXY FORGE

(3) CORONADO XVI (8) P, iMO0

(4) TET COUNTEROFFMISIVE (9) aLD I'NS

(5) ARRISBURG (10) T' T.l ;G

3. (C) Training and Orgniztion:

a. Scheduling of mandptory training subjects for the battalion is ac-
complished by bnttalion operptions. The implementation of the subjects is
acoomplished Pt the bptteries. 1hile on operations, suitable subjects ore
integrated into the normal performance of duties. To maintein, improve and
expand job skills. within the battalion, on-the-Job training rnd cross train-
ing Pre given continuously. ?

CONFIDENTIAL
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b, On 27 Feb ond 5 w~r, a gos cnmer exercise ws c unistered to
Headouprters and Hendourrters Battory personnel as an annual requirement
and to check the serviceability of protective asks.

c. During the period I Fob to 30 tApr, sixty-five newly assigned per-
sonnel received in-country training at the Redcatcher Training School of the

; - 199th Light Info.ntry Brigo.de.

d. During the period 1 Feb to 30 pr, ',ll firing battery personnul were
Pdministerod the Gunner's Qualificntion Test, resulting in fifty six personnel
passing the test.

e. FDC training ond testing were conducted during the reporting period
for all FDC personnel.

f. On 21-22 Apr, the bnttalion hosted a forward observer trPining course
fnrh twelve officers Pnd twenty-five NCO's from O1,1 BINH POST. The training
includded:

(1) Duties of the observers

(2) C1ll for Fire

(3) Adjustment of Fire

(4) Service Practice

The service practice was the highlight of the course. It was begun by
orienting the student observers, identifying the reference points and conduct-
ing r terrain study. A short demonstration was conducted by &ttery B, 7th
Bn, 9th .rty which included:

(1) Shell, WI, 400m I;OB

(2) Shell, HE, on the ground

(3) Shell, M3, 400m ranging rounds

(4) Shell, HE; Fuze, VT

Four "round robin" missions were fired with student observers iwking calls
for fire and corrections. A running critique w,-s conducted by the OP in-
structor ,fter the call for fire, each correction and epch mission. This
enabled mrximum participation by the stuzaents.

g. The following training courses wcro nttnded by battalion personnel
which were conducted outside the bntt.-lion"

(I) A two hour security briefing (cormiunications) wis ottvnded by
thirteen officers and enlisted men from Hkdqurrters BAttery at 54th Artillbry
Group Hendqurters in XUAN LOC on 22 ,arch.

(2) Five personnel, onc from each b-ttcr-, ,Attcndod PLL classes conducted
by the 19th MMint Bn in LOI.G BINH from 16-19 April.

(3) Two officers attended a F;AW.C Training Course conducted by the 23d
Artillery Group in PHU LOX from 1-5 @pril.

CONFIDENTIAL
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S(4) One rn from each of the five batteries attended nn eight hourcourse on M16 maintenance and repair on 10 Mar. The instruction was pro-sented by the USARV MobR...e : Tem vt the 7th Bn, eth Arty in Bl.I H04,

4., (0) Intelligence:

a. The bptt-lion continued its visual reconnaiss,-nce program in theportion o-f LONG Kn UI SECTOR assigned to the 2d How Bn, 35th Arty by the54th Artillery Group. The VR Progrim had the following objectives:

(1) Acquiring intelligence information through pl.nned, systematicand thorough aerial visual reconnaissance. One-hndred and ninety-eightsightings were made to include bunkers, trails and base camps.
(2) Recommending targets for attack by artillcry and requesting tacti-cal air support if needed. Sixty-six ti gets were recoruiendod for attack bndof th6so sixty-six, twonty-seveowcd.destro%:d with artillery, eighteen withaircraft ordnance, end twenty'-nne were given nugotive clearance.
(3) Adjusting artillery fires within the assigned VR areas.
(4) Conducting registrations for artillery units located within the2d How Bn, 35th Arty area of operations. One-hundred 1nd ninu artilleryregistrations and thirty-one convoy cover missions wore made during thisperiod.

(5) Visually checking the reports of enemy sightings.
(6) During the period a totpl of three-hundred end fifty-three hours,and ono-hundred and eighty-four missions were flown by Artillery AO's ofthe 2d How Bn, 35th Arty.

b. Person to person contact has bcen initiated between the 32 sectionand the intelligence gathering sources in the XUAN LOC area to include:
(I) 18th ARVN Div G2 (4) /American Aidvisors to Ntional

PoliceI (2) Long Khanh Sec ',or HQ(2) Lton1.l~ Se P .olie HQ (5) S2, 54th Artillery Group

(3) National Police W,

c. Base camp physicpl security:

(1) A new guard bunker, designatd 'is Post 7, hs buon constructed atthe midpoint of the north burm, bitwocn Post 6 and Post 8 in the base campat XUiN LOC.
(2) Thirty-five perimeter lights, thirty meters ip,rt, have been installediaround the XU/dN LOC base camp borm ar4 provide illumination for an Prea up

to fifteen meters in front of eoch guard bunker with intcrsecting beams oflight.

(3) It specified Pmount of amunition has been placed in each bunker underlock and key, consisting of flares, frngmentation grenades, M-14 and M-60ammunition and one M-72 LW per bunko'
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(4) Two new ammunition bunkers have been constructed 
at strategic points

on the southwest corner of the berm at XUAN LOG 
base camp for the storage of

CS grenades and trip flares.

5. (C) Logistics:

a. Mont il Vehicle Availabi.34ity Percentage:

TYri1 VHICLE PRCENTAGZ OF AVAIL.BILITY
F__ MAR APR QTR

M109 91% 9 943 93%
M548 P9% 92% 91% 91%
M578 VTR 62% 58% 63% 62%
188 VTR 49% 100% 100% 83%
M577A1 79% 77% 8M, 79%
Wheelod Vehicles 86% 8% 95% 90%

b. imunition resupply by rounds:

TYPFL PMIUNITION FM HA=_R iPR TOTAL

HE 20909 17090 16728 51-727
l'TP 845 327 385 1557
ILL 1018 432 706 2156

c. 11iles traveled by Service Bnttery amnunition trains:

FEB - 1718 miles Ma - 1547 miles APR - 2744 miles TOTAL - 6009 miles

d. Approxdmste tonnage of class I-IV resupply hondlod by SVC Btry:

(All figures are reflected in tons)

F. U,'9R APR TOTAL

Class I 3.9 45. 10.0 59.5

Class II and IV 6.4 27.3 4.7 38.4
Class III 0.0 3.8 6.4 10.2

e. Number of aeriol resupply missions flown in support of firing batteries:

F B I.=R APR TOTA L

Class I-IV 5 32 21 5'

Clnss V 32 43 7 122

6. (C) Other:

a. Civic Actions:

(1) Spucific civic ections: Screen windows were built and installd
in ona of the patient wards at the Phillipine hospital in XUAN LOC.

(2) Tot Aggression Roliuf Program: Contributions - N140.00

(3) YMDCAP's: Threu MfMCDAP's with 470 patients treated.

/0
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b, Oommunictions:*

(1). The AN/GRC-46 Radio Teletypewriter Sets are presently locntcd in4 Pattery A, Bttery B and 'Headqurters Battery. Battery A and B have on-line
Scrypto capabilities at present. Battery C does not have crypto capbilities

due to shortages of equipment. Shortpge equipment is on requisition.

(2) aaght-hundrcd and sixty-seven messages were transmitted and re-
cieved by RTT through the message center during the reporting period.

(3) Speech security equipment has been installed with Service and B
Btteries enpbling secure F1 radio messages to be transmitted to .nd from
bettalion headquarters.

6 STION II

PART I - OBSERVYTIONS ( 'BOwS "YdMa)

1. (U) Personnel and Administration: None

2. (C) Operations:

a. Ti: Recent Combat hctions - TBT Offensive

OBSMIVATiON: During the enemy's recent TAr Offensive, many lessons
were learned in the area of perimeter defense, fire support coordination,
and delivery of self-protective fires. On the night of 18 Feb 68, Battery
B was attacked by an estimated battalion sized force at FS/PB LUDiMON. L
mortar/rocket attck preceded an iztensive ground attack by the enemy force.
In some instanc--, RFG (rocket propelled grenade ) rounds were fired from
Ps close as twenty meters. The action resulted in the loss of one howitzer,
moderate to severe damage to four wheeled vehicles. one US K lL and twenty-
two US WIAs4

I',TALUiTION: It was found that maximum utilization of -rtillry and
gunships could be obtained if proper boundaries, fire coordination lines and
flight corridors were used. Using this system, the battery was able to em-
ploy three other artillery batteries for defensive concentrations on one side
of its position Lroa while gunships were employed from the other side. Da-
spite the intensity of the attack, battery personnel defended the area from
tactically placed two-man, steel culvert, sandbagged bunkers. Thc hoi.tzers
and other vehicles were dug in to lower their silhouettes and a dirt berm
wts placed around the equipment affording it rocket and small arms protection.
Bhomy casualties were four confirmed VC KIls on the b,ttery perimeter and
nineteen total VC KIA's around the FS/PB. During this action the bttery fired

direct fire, chrrge 1, fuze time with high explosive and white phosphorus am-
rlunition. This fire was detonated as close as 300 meters from the FS/FB peri-
meter, silencing automatic weapons, swmll arms and mortar fire. Fire could
not be brought any closer without increasing the possibility of shrapnel
blow-back.

b. ITNI: Night River Crossing - M109 Howitzer Bttery

OBSIRVATION: On the night of 17-18 Ipr 68, Rfttury B conducted a
crossing of the DONM IAI RIVrM in conjunction with ulents of the 11th ACR
and the 199th Lt Inf Bde. The river crossing was accomplished with difficulty
over hastily constructed LON loading ,nd off-loading sites. M]O's from the

I?
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11th CR orosse wLthout-ax'zzcuLty using only one LCI. The first h109
howitzer met with difficulty during of f-loading from the LCM1. Insufficient
bank preparation and improper d~lolition usage weakened th, bank to the point

that the 27 ton M109 became mired in the river bank. Bulldozers and ;.PC's J4
had to bc used to pull it out of the mud. Considerable improvements hd to
be made before the river crossing could be completed without difficulty.

Mi,4LUi-TIOi: Considerable engineer effort is reqtirod to properly
preprre a Lnding sitv for X109 howitzers. Leveling, pocking -ad plpccment
of pierced steel planking Pre nbsolutely essential to a timely and successful
hasty crossing. The LCM is i satisfrctory vessel to be used for river cross-
ing with an 1:109 firing battery.

c. ITIM: Operation of FADAC under Dusty Conditions:

OBURVTION: During the dry season in Vietnam, the lprge volume of
dust present collects on the FADAC tabla and causes air filters on the F, DAC
to become clogged. Daily cleaning Pnd mvintenance of the FADAC air filters
is often insufficient to cope with the problem.

IV,,LUiTION: Covering the console of the FADAC and the tablu area
below the air filters with a damp cloth will prevent most of the dust from
collecting on the FADAC. Prior to turning the FADAC on, the damp cloths
Pre removed and the opcrational area is relatively dust free.

d. IT;1i: Pre-Cut Anmunition Bunkers

OBSUWATION: Supporting frnmework for ammunition bunkers was pre-
pared in Battery A base camp Pt I UI DAT for use rt field locations, Bunkers
are planned to be 22 feet, 6 inches in length and 5 feet square each. The
following mterials are needed to construct one bunker:

2- 4" X 4" boards, ' 8" long (uprights)
7 - 4" X 41" boards, 5' 4" long (floor supports)
3 - 4" X 4" boards, 15' long (frame)
3 - 4" X " boards, 7' 6" long (frame)

20 - 2" X 6" boards, 5' 4" long (roof supports)
7 - 2" X 6" boards, 15' long (siding)
7 - 2" X 6" boards, ' 6", long (siding)
8 -211X 4" borrds, 41 long (braces)
15 - Sheets of tin

800 - sandbags
100 - "20 penny" nails
125 - "16 penny" nails

Two identital bunkers Pre built facing one Pnother Ppproxinitily ten feet
aparta An additional 300 sandbags are required to construct the barrier
wall between the bunkers. Salvpgu canvrs is placed in front of each bunkertor additionl weather protection.

LVALU.TION: The pre-cut bunkers proved very satisfactory on the first
testing in thu field. 'i., of construction of ammunition bunkers wt.s rv-Juced
by fifty percent. Two or three men can assemble th, bunker while th(. remainder
of the men fill sandbags. The bunkers meet all mmunition storage r.-uircmnts
to include dunnage and air space. idditionally, uniform construction of each
howitzer position facilitates position organization and also giv.s n unit com-
mander the capability of accurately planning for mterinls n eedd to occupy
a new area.



----------

CONFIDENTIAL
e. 'ITEI.: Larg. VS onvll. Defensive Bunkurs

OBS".VzT!ON: Large crew bunkers wrhich house more than two pvople
in n field poeition rre not feasible for d,fense of the .position area. The
large bunkers reonire an excessive -mount of building materi-ls, construction
Pnd destructior. timu. Four pieces of stndPrd 72" uetal culvert mtril
are recuirod to construct a w,ather-proof bunker and provide good first round
protection from hostile firo for two men. The bunker is designed to contain
cots for sleeping, and to provide protection as P fighting position. Four
sections of culvert ire overlapped Pnd plac(d on a sandb,'g foundation. Sand-
bogs ore stacked in the front Pnd repr in such P manner Ps to allow firing
of individual or crew-served weapons from inside the bunker and serve as
blast shields for personnel4  Three layers of sondbags Pre placed on top of
the culvert section to provide adequ,te overhead cover. Approxdimtely 200
sondbags ,re ruouired for construction.

WiLUATION: Culvert, bunkers ,re now the bittnlion standord. They
provide good protection from wethur and hostile fire. .dditionlly, cul-
vert mterials, wi-ile heavy, are compact, and accurate planning for position
occupation is realized through the use of this system.

f. IT-2: Fuze Tinc in Defense of Artillery Pnttcrlr Positions

OBSJV, TION: The 1109 howitzer with charg,; 7 and fuzv quick has
proven to } the most effective of all combintions of fuzes and charges
because of its spud of prerrrtion and its termin"l effects; however, if a
mAsk is prusunt or range to the target is close, then fuze tine with a low
fuze setting is used to allow closer detonption to the howitzer. Both charge
7 and charge I ith fuze time have been used. The following data is bAsed
upon th. fuzQ time, indirect fire technique:

!{.RQ- - FUZZ 11564 RULT6

7 0.25 sec (direct fire ,.ir burst ocurred about 300m from
scope) tube, Sn,?a. fragments were recived

in th, position. Of 49 rounds fired
5 bast plates cpn into the brttery
position.

1GB 2.0 suc, QE 99 Air burst approx 25m high at 30m
from tube. Sr0 "ll fragments were
rccuiwd in position. Good effects
were obsorvod uithin 100m of burst.

1GB 2.5 sec, U;E 99 Adr burst, 2Cn high approx 380m from
position. Very effective and safe
for troops in position who Pre prone
or kneuling.

Direct firi, using various time s ttins (orater than those mntioned abov)
ha-c bn fired and hnve been found to pose no danger to troops. As a safety
prucaution, personnel noi. Pctivly engagd in the mission should tPke cover
during firing.
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EVALUATION: C0arge 7 uze tine, requires the settings of srallfuze settings creating roon for error (see above 'table). Charge IGB withfuze time can be fired into areas bordering the perimeter and produces alarge kill zone in the target arer. When using charge 1GB, the presenceof the ecoess power bags creates a fire hazard inside the howitzer which
is closed during an attack to furbish the crew protection from &aall armsfire, mortar fragnents, RPG'c and rockets.

3 Incl M, R THIJRjAN

as LTC, Artillery
Co 'anding

1. Riverine Operation
2. Representative Positions

During Reporting Period

3. Span of Control CGxtb
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AVGA-C (1 May 68) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1968,

Reports Control Symbol CSFOR-65

TIIRU: Commanding General, II Field Force Vietnam Artillery, ATTN: AVFB-FAC,
APO 96266
Commanding General, II rield Force Vietnam, ATTN: AVFBC,
APO 96266
Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DST,
APO 96375
Commander-In-Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Armyi Washington, D. C. 20310

1. (U) The Quarterly Operational Report, Lessons Learned, from the 2d
Battalion, 35th Artillery is considered adequate. Due to the wide range of
operations in which this battalion was engaged during the period of the re-
port, the observations outlined are worthy of special note. In particular,
attention is invited to the after action report (Inclosure 1) submitted
by the battery comnnander of the first 1Q09 battery to operate for extended
periods in the Delta area.

2. (U) Wlith respect to para iOh(3)(a)(b)(c), inclosure 1, the 2d Battalion,
35th Artillery has been directed to submit appropriate DA Forms 2407, if
warranted.

/ H NORRI S

6 Colonel, Artillery
Commanding

I
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AVn-FAC ( imay 68) 2id Id

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons learned (RcS-CSFOR-65)

DA, H(t, I' Pi'UiV Airtillery, APO 96266

ilTHU: Comiinndiag General, II Field Force Vietnam, APO 96266
Conianding General, United States Army Vietnam, LTN; AVHGC-DST,

X3O 96375
Comrninder-in-Ghief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-OT,

APO 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department ofthe Ary, Washington, D. C. 20310

1. (U) The quarterly report of the 2nd Battalion 35-th ArtIllexr
(UIC: X582XX) adequately reflects the operations and lessons learned
during the reporting period.

2. (U) Concur with the comments and recomendations in Section II
of the report and the 1st Indorsement. The observations and evalua-
zions contained in Section II of this report as well as the conclusions
of Inclosure 1 are particularly noteworthy and should be carefully re-
viewed at all DA levels.

Brigadier General, USA

Conmand ing

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVBc-PE-H (I May 68) 3rd Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quaxterly Period Ending 30 April 1968

Report Control Symbol CSFOR-65 (U)

DA, 4Q II FFORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266 11. JUN 19

THRU: Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATN: AVHGC(DST), APO 96375

Commander, US ArW Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-OT, APO 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

1. Subject report is forwarded.

2. Thus headquarters has reviewed the attached Operational Report - lessons
Leaxned of the 2d Battalion, 35th Artillery and concurs with it.

FOR TIM COIADER:

0. B. FO)-:"
ILT, AG-
Ass! M
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AVHGC-DST (1 May 68) 4th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April

1968 Reports Conirol Symbol CSFOR-65 (U)

HEADQUARTERS, US ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 9637519 JU. 139

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATrN: GPOP-Df
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 10 April 1968 from Head-
quarters, Zd Howitzer Battalion, 35th Artillery.

2. Concur with report as submitted.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

C. S. NAKATSUKASA
Captemn, A(,C
A~sist.ant Adjulant Genoml

Copy furnished:
HQ Zd How Bn, 35th Arty
HQ II FFORCEV



GPOP-DT (I May 68) (U) 5th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 2d Bn, 35th Arty for Period Endir

30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)
20 JUN 13,08

W HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding lcrs .-
ments and concurs in the report as i.dorsed.

FOR THE COMNDER IN CHIEF:

?z.L. SHORTT
CPT, AGC
Asst AG

19
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INCLOSIRG I (Rivorine Cpor-tions - hIU 1 oiatzor r-ttery) To Vperntionnl

Report-Lessons Leiirncd, 2d How Bn, 35th ,"rty, dated I hay 1968

.. k l. The 2d Howitzer Pttrlion, 35th A.rtillery w~s tasked to furnish one 109
Howitzer Bttry to the Eekong Dlt. Dong T.M, '_0,S- of the 9th If ntrv Divi-
sion. Bnttery C, 2d How Bn, 35th Arty wes directvd to occomplish this rnis-
sion on 6 1,ov bur 1967. The nission terminoted on 6 8rch 1968. The fol-
lowing is a summnry of the bittery corixindcr's after action report:

2. Tesk Orgrnization: The birttery was involved in combat op. rntions with
units listed below:

a. 1st Bde, 9th Inf Div e. Task Force Funston

b. 2d Bdo, 9th Inf Div f. 7th ARVN Division

c. 5th Inf Bn (VNMC) g. Task Force 117 - Rivorine i=seult
Force

d. Btry A & B, Ist Bn, 84th Arty

3. Supporting Forces:

P. 7th USAF c. US Army ,iviotion

b. VIJAF d. 19th and 246th PSYOPS Co's

4. Control or Comr;,nd HEad~uPrters: 9th Inf DivArty; 2d Bde, 9th Inf Div.
Bpttcry C was attached to the 9th Inf DivArty and subattpched to the Ist Bn,
P4th Arty during the reporting period.

5. intlligonce: The disposition of enemy forces r.Jm-in;d ussentially stable
throughout the pcrLod. Individurl main forcu units moved within the province
for tectic,-l purposes, while local force elements appo,,red primarily engoged
in local operations. No influx of new units or 11. elements was reportedi

6. lassions:

06 Nov 67 - 13 Dec 67: GSR, 3d Bn, 34th Arty
14 Dee 67 - 11 Feb 6t: Reinf 3d Bn, 34th irty
i Feb 68 - 1 Feb 6t: DS, 5th 1n, 60th Inf
le Feb 6e - 20 Feb 68: DS, 2d Bn, 39th Inf
20 Feb 68 - 25 Feb 68; Ruinf 3d Bn, 34th ,rty
25 Feb 68- 06 M:r 68: GS, 1st Bdo, 9th Inf Div

7. Concept of Oper,!tions: To displace from Bicn Hon, YT025154 on 6 Rov 67
and move by road to Dong Tanm, XS410443, to supnort the 2d Bde, 9th Inf Div
during in operation tentativuly scheduled for three wueks.

8. "cecution:

a. 3',ttury C wis Plerted for movencnt to Dong Tan at 051600 Nov 68.
Thu following morning dt 060 hours, the unit displaced from Bicn Hop and
a rrivd at Dong Tam rt 1730 hours. During the following thr,e weeks, the
battery deployed on numurous operations in conjunction with the 2d Bdu,' 9th
Inf Div. On 25 Vov, the bttery's ststus and mission iere extended for ;n
indufinite puriod.
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The nature of the conmatitment for the subsequent time span ruemined basically
the same. It was characterized •aroo to 'en days Ln thu field with an
intervening two to four day rest and mAintenance period at Dong Tam. Each
tie the bU-tery closed at Dong Tnm, it went into support of Task Force Fun-
ston. This called for the firing of H&I's, intelligence targets, contact
missions 3nd counter ortr/rccket fires for base security elements and
ARVN ground forces4

b. On 2 Feb 6P, the unit returned from FS/PB Giao Duc, WS975401, and
began to support US forces engaged in the counter T2? Offensive along High-
way 4 and in and around My Tho. On 20 Fob 68, the battery was recalled
from its role in support of the 1st Bde, 9th Inf Div, and embarked for Can
Tho and a subsequent roadmarch to Phung Hiep; V904845. Here the unit as-
sisted the 2d Ede in its attempt to relieve pressure on Can Tho by conducting
a raid on the enemy's corp level headquarters to the southwest of Phung Hiep.

c. After the bnttery returned to Dong Tam on 25 Feb 68, iu remained in
its stptic mission of Task Force Funston support until 6 Mar 68. At 1010 hrs
on 6 1ar, the unit was relieved from its attachment to the 9th Inf Div and
road marched from Dong Tam to FS/PB Paris, YT133082, and assumed missions of
GS, IIFFORCEV and reinforcing the 2d Bn, 40th JIr.-

d. Husky Charlie, as the unit was known throughout the operationel area,
was the first 155mm SP artillery battery committed to the conflict in the
Mekong Delta. A need for its presence arose because the 105rn barge-nounted
artillery was restricted in its penetration of streams and canals and a far-
ther reaching, heavier projectile was required to fill gaps and to add de-
sired destructive power. Initially, when the battery arrived, no expurience
factors wure availeble and the battery was moving on virgin territor7). With
serial reconnaissance seriously restricted due to security reasons, as well
as non-availability of aircraft, the greatest amount of flexibility had to
be maintained in the execution of pLons. The unit met the ever present
cha-nges and succeeded in providing what is a must for any artillcry unit,
namely, timely, accurate and effective fires.

e. The bttery fired a total of 2,817 missions expending 38,136 rounds

of ammunition during the operational period.

9. Results:

a. Friendly KIA: None b. Friendly IW: 6

All wounds were caused by enemy mortar fragments. Of those wundd, orly
one soldier required hospi+.tizntion. The remainder were truated on thQ
spot and returned to duty.

c. Equipment and Uptcrial Losses: Assorted tires, fuel tanks, radiator.,

mess equipment and personal clothing damaged by mortar rounds.

d. lheny KIA: 201 confirmed

e. inemy WIA: Unknown

f. Structures destroyed or domaged: 49 huts and 18 sampins

g. Kilometers traveled by water and land: 1,500 km
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10. JAministrative Hitters:

a. Personnel Records and Pay: Althoujgh the b,,ttkry was attached to4 the 9th Inf Div, all records continued to be maintrined by the parent unit.

b. Mail: Mil and distribution were delivered by battalion representa-
tives at frequent intervals, normally every othor day. No hardships were
experienced.

c. Rest and Recreation: A normal RR program was maintnined. Personnel
bound for out-of-country R&R sites were returned to the Long Binh area for
out-processing. In-country R&R personnel were dispatched directly to Vhing Thu.

d. DMOS and Replacement Personnel: Personnel returning to CONUS out-
processed at Long Binh through Battalion and 54th Artillery Group facilities.
Equipment turn-in was handled by battery personnel maintaining the base camp
a at Bien Hoo. Incoming personnel were processed through the same channels.

e. Treatment, Evacuation and Hospitalization of Personnel:

Y() Dong Tam: While positioned at Dong Taim, medical facilities
available ver.atho 9th Surgical Hospital and the 61st Medical Detachment.
Normal sick call wrs handled by the medical detachment.

(2) Field Positions: BWttlefield casualties were processed, as a ruLe.
thru the hospital barge which normally accompanied the 3d Bn, 34th Arty.
After screening, appropriate ceses were trnsfered to the USS B±N VAH, where
a surgical team was on standby to stabilize serious cases prior to evacuation
to the surgical hospital at Dong Trn.

(3) To prevent tie occurrence of skin disease, instructions were issued
to reduce the wearing of shirts to a minimum and to air feet as much os pos-
sible. Shower buckets were provided and evoy effort rmde to obtain suffici :I.
vter for showers. As a result no skin diseases developed.

(4) During the hours of darkness, shirts were worn with sleeves rolled
down. Despite the large number of mosquitos. no z-slaria cases developed.

(5) N4 he-lth problems were encountered.
T

f. CLaims: In cse of claims for damage resulting from US activities
in a given areh., the ilnimant should be referred to the district chief for
all necessary paperwork rnd payment. This procedure was followed when two
of the buildings idjoining Ci Ba's south landing site were partially demc-
lished by ICU's during off-load-,e onerations.

g. Relations with Local Populace::

(I) Since about '-80% of Dinh Tiiong Province tas considered sympothetic
to the enemy, all hamles, villages ; nd towns were declared off limits by the
unit commander.

(2) 11ile ocdupying positions with LRVN or RF/PF Outposts, an amiable
relationship developed betwon the Victnamese and Aerican troops.

(3) Close liaison was established with US Advi43rs end their ' '
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h. .lintenance:

(1) Organizational N1inten'nce:

(P) Due to the frequent moves executed by the battery and the number of
rounds fired., vehicular ,nd howitzer mintenance were of primerv importance.
In order to accomplish a rmximurt amount of work in a minimvm amount of time,
the authorizcd maintenance section was augmcnted by additional personnel.
With two exceptions, the unit had only between one and three drys between
moves to make necessary repairs. Zven during this period, vehicles and wea-
pons were operationally comntted to r great extent. Inititilly the whole
maintenance section accompanied the battery when in the field. Experience,
however, showed that only P bma l number of needed repairs could be accomplished
due to space, equipment and tnctical limitations. At that point the decision
was made to establish and mnintain maintenance facilities at the Dong Tom
base and to leave vehicles for maintenence behind as deemed appropriate. Neces-
spry PLL items, tools and one each artillery and wheeled vehicle mechanic con-
tinued to accompany the battery.

(b) It was generally found that to designate a fixed maintenance time
while in the field was not feisiblc due to the operational committments such
as resupply convoys, moves and fire missions. While stationed -t Dong Tam,
all nvailable time was devoted to maintenance and repairs.

(2) Support Maintenance:

(a) Towards the end of the operntion and with no new howitzers in sight,
the decision was m-de to phase howitzers and M548's into the 2d Maint Bn at
Vung Teu for a general overhaul and needed rerairs. About 50% of the crew
accompanied the vehidc]s, About two w.oks before the battery left the Delta,
a contact team with a turret spccialis- in charge arrived from the 2d M. int
Bn. All vehicles ond howitzers were .Ild. and corresponsing requisitiono
submitted. Under the very capable Iri unergetic leadership of the team chief,
parts began to arrive.

(b) Stwll arms, radios and asscciated items were repaired or r;piir pirts
furnishtd to thu battery by 3 Co, 709th 6-int Bn, a 9th Inf Div support unit.

%0) 1prts which at times were in critical and sudden demand rnd for which
no sudden replacenent was available, were hpnd made at a Navy nx-chine shop
anchored in the Dong Tam basin. Sample items were shafts for the manual tra-
versing system, shifting forks for the 11109 governor, etc.

(3) Primary Problems:

(a) 109 howitzer: The primary problem with the howitzer was automotive.
Mny of thu problems were caused by the cooling yuytcm which appears to be
undrdu:igned. Radiators sprung leaks repeatedly, causing engines to overhent.
This in turn led to cracked heads and melted injector tips. Rdiator fans be-
came inoperative and broken gages and corresponding sending units could not be
replaced. Fuel tonks sprung l.;ks and were repaired as time became available.
Engincs were placed under p-ar;icul;.r stroin because of inoperative air filter
systems in four howitzers. assJng cL-mp-. hoses and blower motors had been
placed on Red Bali Expended reqw, siUoi in August. At this time thoy , vo not
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Unfiltered air, highly contaointed by dust and srnd, w s thUs permittd t

/ be sucked directly into the supercharger without first passing through the
/ air filters. The artillery portion of the weapon performed well. The only

problems were seals which wore out through norml use and for which replace-
ments were hard to find. Thu main concern in such a comparatively isolated
locetion as Dong Tm wPs the replacement of spire prts. vualified person-
nel to perform 4ll necessary repairs were found within the battery itself.
In order to reduce the deadline tine, is much as was possible, evch hovitzer
was) q called out of action for mintenance at least for P half day eoch week.
At thiat time the breech mechanism was disassembled, all sliding surfaces de-
burred, and ll 1 prts and mechanisms serviced and lubricated ns required.

(b) It wns found that the M578 VTR was not capable of towing M109 how-
itzers for nny distance. Since hovitzers are the items most likely to break
down, and the resulting recovery distances are normally considerable, a sub-
stitute vehicle for meeting towing requirements for a medium SP bttery should
be found.

(c) 1548 Cargo Carrier: Dut. to the problms encountered with the M548,
this vehicle should be returned to the service test stage of development and
subjected to vigorous tests. The concept of the vehicle is a good one, but
brekdowns in the cooling system, transfer, transmission, and electrical
system make it highly undependable in a convoy under combat conditions.

(d) Whteled Vehicles, I:o unusual problems developed among wheeled vehicles.
Normal problems encountered were an occasional broken axle, steering diffi-
culties, electrica1l shorts and worn out brakes. A considerable amount of
tires were replaced. At times it was difficult to obtain 5-ton truck tires
and inner tubes.

(e) B-tteries: Batteries of all types and acid were in short supply
at all times during operations.

(f) Nitrogen supply. Recommend that each firing battery opera)ting inde-
pendently in areas isolated from competent ordnince support be furnished with
nitrogen and necessary gages and hoses. These items are reqruired in order to
service the howitzers nitrogen systeas and optical instruments. Otherwise,
unnecessary and unacceptable delays in the repair of the wenpons will result.

11. Conclusions:

a. That the employment of the 1109 howitzer is feasible in the dulta

area of Vietnam.

b. That the M109 howitzer is preferable to the 1114 howitzer due to
its inhertent 6400 mil capability, ease of placement and greater mobility and
fire power. The need of trail pits and a hardstand for the pedestal make
Tne M)14 imprcticnl in an arts where the wter level during the riny season
is above the level of the ground. A self-propelled unit with its direct fire
cppability and comprtively Lnrgu number of mrchine guns may travel and be
positioned with a smller security element.

c. That a medium artillury unit in the delta is a requirement. The more
pcwerful projectile gives added punch against the well constracted enewt bunkers
as well as enemy ground forces. The increase in range over the 105mm howitzers
increases the re,ch of the friendly ans into areas where the enemy used to be
immune to artillery fire.
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do That the %pp ,rn c0 of 155M howitzers in Pn erea here they were -) I
previously unknown, shiftict the baltwig of powcr. Fires were Made ovailAble 4to the loctl friendly forces ond tho mere sight of the armortxd vehicles gavenew and impressive evidence and zssursnce of US involvement in a sector where
assistance had previously buen limitcd to lnrgoly advisory teams, only.

e. That the r-verina artillery and infantry units m de full use of thebntteY by prepositioning it to cover the entry and egress from -n operotional

f. That personnel adjusted themselves well to thle prevailing combatconditions and that equipment vithstood the rigors of combat, constant w3terand rold travel very well.
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KEY FOR INCLOSURE 2' 3o
24 How Bn, 35th Arty Representative Positions for

PLAod 1 Feb 68 through 30 Apr 68

UlITIT GRID OPEmWI ? ON iMS lOW
! ' Battery XT 9861323 Buena Vista GSR l1st Abn Div Irty
2 1 BDattery UT 026156 Unoltolm GSR 101st ,bn Div ,xzty
2 ;t Battery r, 035175 Lianto~m GSR 101st ,bn Div Arty
4 A Battery B 432676 GS IIFF4 B !93618 Pinaroo GSR 4th Ih-M
3 A Battery IS 432676 GSR 12th ILM
5 4 Battery IS 248755 GSR 12th ThdT3 A Battery YS 4326%6 GSR 12th PLER
6 B battery YT 207128 Coburg GS 1IFF2 B Battery IT 035175 Harrisburg CSR 101st Abn DivArty7 B Battory W 043245 Box Springs GSR 2/40 .xty8 B Battery IT 026148 Harrisburg GS IIFF
8 B Battery XT 646162 Uildcrncss GSR 25th Div ..rty9 B Battery XT 261386 ldldernss Atch 25th CGS, 2/40 .'irty10 B Dattery ',T 387625 Toan Thang GSR 3/77 ;rty11 B Battery XT 5C4193 Toan Thang GS 25h Div12 B Battery. IS 731 46 Toan Thang GSR 1/8th .rty13 C Battcry 16 ci83401 Coronado
14 C Battery M 409443 Coronado CS 1st Bdo 9th D15 C BaAt ry 23 382494. Coronafo DS 5/60th 'iif16 C Battery :!i, 905845 Coronado GR 3/34th .xty14 C fattery -S 409443 Coronado GSil 3/34th ,rty17 C Battery 17 133082 Box Springs GS 1IFFSC, -3,Atory : 0351.75 Hirrisburg GS I1FF
18 C Battery Mr 969232 Harrisburg GS IIFF RV lvarinos2 C Batt-ery YT 035175 Los Banos GS IiFF19 C Battory 7T 328268 Ton Thang GSR 2/4Oth x.ty6 C Battey IT 208126 Toan Thang GSR 2/40th r ty
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