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CONFIDENTIAL

n o SECTION I

SIGBIFICANT ORGANIZATIONAL Or UNIT ACTIVITIES

1. (C) Personnel ond ..dministration:

3. The 2d Howitzer Battalion, 35th Artillery remsins assigned to the
5hth Artillery Group with the mission of General Support, II Field Force,

b, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery maintained a bzse camp at
XUiN 1OC, YT473097. Battery B mrintained a base camp at XUAN LOC until 31
March when they moved their supply focilities to LONG BINH, YTC56116, in
the Service Battery area. Bottery A meinteined a permsnent ®osde camp at
WUI DAT, Y5428665. Battery C has no permanent base camp but maintains

storage facilities st Scrvice Battery., Service Battery maintained a perma-
nent base csmp at LONG BINH, YI056116,

¢, Commend changes:

(1) Captain Alvert % Carlson, 099143, assumed command of Battery C
from Captain Hartmuth D Guenther, OF113647, on 15 March 1968,

(2) First Iieutenont Vernon F C Zopes, 05420302, assumed comz~nd of

Headquarters and Headquarters Battery from First Lieutenant Alden L Rober-
son, 05333213, on 22 /April 1968,

d. lormal S1 activities were conducted during the peried 1 Feb 68
through 30 April 1968,

e. Fersonnel strength as of 30 /ipril 1968 was as follows:

UNIT TO= LUTH GO_AUTH* ASSIGNID

OFF WO XM OFF WO 1 OFF WO Wi
HQ 15 0 112 15 1 129 13 0 136
A 3 0 117 5 0 121 L 0 115
B 3 0 117 5 0 121 L 0 128
C 3 0 117 5 0 121 5 0 126
SVC = 3 _82 2 2 8 3 3 1
TOTAL 27 3 545 3 L 5 29 3 58

*Genernl Order wumber 80, HY, 5th Army, dated 20 April 1966, .authorized the
strengths shown. The present MOl for this unii reflects these figures.

f, The following criticol NCO shortages exist:

NOS TITLL GRADS AUTH SHORT
13E40  Riecon Sergennt SGTE5 8 3
35020 liet Ballistics Lquip Mech SP5ES 1 1
g. Fersonnel changes during the reporting period included:
orF Wo M
Geins 5 1 140
Losses (DROS) 3 2 134
Infusion 1 0 6
Transfer 3 0 1

T
CONFIDENTIAL




o
£+ b s M s RS

SB,
(.”
.

* h., ‘Cosualties included:

TYPE NULBER
Killed In Action

1
Wounded In Action %0
Missing In Action 0
Non-Battle Dead 1
0
9

Non-Battle Missing
Non-Battle Casualties

i. Pertinent medical service statistics:

Total patient visits 284
Admitted to hospital ‘W
Malarie cases 0

Jo  Judicial and Non-Judicial Punishment:
SPC ~ 1 SCH - 1 Art 15%s - 13
ke Awards and decorstions:

Silver Star

1
Bronze Star 4
Air Medal A
Ltrmy Commendation Medsl 15
Purple Heart 50
1. Reportable accidents:
Personnel - L Vehicles « L
m. RER:
(1) Out of country:
Hawoii -~ 15 Australia - 9 Tokyo ~ 5
Hong Kong - 5 inila - 1 Singapore - 6
Bangkok ~ 9 Taipeil -~ 19

(2) In-country: Vung Tau - 8
n. Safety:

(1) Anelysis: There werc cight accide: 3s in the boltalion during the
period 1 Feb 68 to 30 Apr 68, The eight accidents were caused by carsless-
ness and insttentivencss on the part of the individuals concerned, One of
the four vehicle aceidents was reportedly caused by mechanicel foilure (the
brakes failed to functicn on o 3/L-ton vehicle),

(2) Corrective Actions: Battory cormonders have been directed to em-
phasize to each member of their command the necessity for individual in-
struction on driver srfuty and accident prevention., A policy for convoy
movenents has been initisted thet will insure that all NCO's and drivers

are briefed on road conditions ana specific h¢ ards to be especially alerted
for prior movement.

CONFIDENTIAL 3
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v, Commonder's rotes:

(1) Span of Co-trol: The span of control of the battalion continues to
be heavily taxed due to the great distances between battalion hcadouarters
and the firing batterics, During periods of attachment, the battalion re-
mains charged with personnel administration, gunnery standards and meinteneces
supervision of the firing batteries. The distonce between firing batteries
and battolion headquarters and the service clements of the battalion veried
up to 180 kdilometers. Helicopter transportation became the key to effectiv.
supervision and to expediting mointenonce activities. The brttalion i5 cuar-
rontly receiving an allocation of four and a half hours of helicopter time
per day. {See Incl 3).

(2) Haintenance:

(a) Bottery C wes attoched to the 9th Inf Div ot DONG TAM for the period
6 Nov 67 to 6 Mar 68. Maintenance support for the K109 howitzer was not
available at DONG TAk, since the 9th Inf Div hod none of these weepons in the
division. Maintenence support was established through liaison with the 24
Mointenance Battelion at VURG TiU. An extremely profiteble maintenance plan
was developed, in conperation with the 2d Maint Bn, i.c. to berge one hL109
and its companion M548 to VUNG TAU for overhoul and »~nnual mointcnonce, .il-
though this progrom took one howitzer out of action for a period of 7-10 days,
the materiel readiness of the battery wes morkedly improved, This scheme was
developed further with the rcturn of Eattery A to NUI DAT base camp. The use
of adequate shop facilities with the ready aveilebility of technicions and
spore parts improved the operational copability of and prolonged the life of
the K109 howitzers,

(b) Bottelion Maintencnce Operations: The battelion meintenance scction
was previously located in XUAN LOC and picce-meeled cut to each of the firing
betteries. The bettalion meintenance scction was relocated in LORG BINY where
parts access,road network and available transportation hove meterially roduced
the battalion deadline rete. The 185th Light Mrintenance Bettalion hes boch
extremely cooperative in expediting the repair of the asged 11109 howitzers ac-
signed to this battalion,

(¢) 1i548 Deadline Rate: The M54E continues to be a high deadline item ar
this battolion. For this reporting period, the total deys available were the!

for a perccntege availability of 91%. in analvsis of causcs for derdline srous

the main contributing factors werc ineffective operationsl mointenance ardl ci-
cessive loads on convoy movements. In on attempt to rectify this condition,
positive command emprasis has been focused on the supervision +f meintend.ce.
allowrble lords on the M548's have been estaoblished at 4.5 tons. lurdang
Flan for forty-two complete rounds, sufficient nropellsni ond fuzes and Gefur-
Sive mrterials is now being used. The load is so positionad as to purmi. cra
"during operation-at holt" maintenance to be rurformet without removin: tnc
load from the cargo deck.

d.) On 17 April 1968, th. bottolion received the first of eighteen {ifth
year model H109 howitzers. s of 30 ipr, fifteen have boen issued. Tae other
throe howitzers will Le iscued during tne month of May. it the present time,
Botteries A and B have six now howitzers each, while Battery C has three,
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y ; j "2, (0) Operations:
(I. a. Bettalion deployment and missions 2s of { Feb 68 were as follows:

(1) Headquerters and Herdquerters Battery was loccted at XUAN LOC, YT
472097 and provided normol support to the battalion in addition to providing
for XUAN LOC base camp defense,

(2) Service Rottery was locatod at LONG BINH, YT056116, and provided
normal support to the battalion. '

(3) Bettery A was lowted at FS/PB NASHUA, XT988323, with the mission

of GSR, 101st Abn Divirty OPCON for fires to thé ist Bn, 319th Arty during
Operation EUEN. VISTA,

(4) Batterr B was located at FS/PB AND.RSON, YT205127, General Support,
ITFFORCEV with priority of fires to the 1st Royal Australian Task Force
during Operation COBURG.

(5) Battery C wes locetcd at DONG TUM, XSL13432, attached to the 9th Inf
DivArty and further attached to the 1st Bn, 84th Arty with o mission of Reinf
the 3d Bn, 34th Arty during Operation CORONADO.

b. Battery A, from its position at FS/PB NASHU.., X1968323, had the mission
of GER, 101st /bn Divhrty during Operation BUaN/. VISTa until 11 Feb 68, Bet-
tery 4 then moved to BIEN HOA POST, ¥T026156 for one night, keeping the same
missiun and supporting operations in 4O UNIONTOWN, On 12 Feb 68, Battery A
moved to FS/PB CONCORD, YT035175, with the mission of G3R, 101st ibn Divarty
in the area of Operetion UNIONTOWN. On 1 kar, Battery i moved to :heir base - °

: comp at BUI DAT, 75428665, with a mission of GS, IIFFORCEV, Reinf the 4th

\ Royal rustralien Field Regiment. Bettery i moved from WUI DAT on 17 Year to

! a FS/PB located at YSL93618 and assumed the mission of GSR, Lth RaFR. The

i battery remeined in this location until 15 +pr when it returned to its base
comp 2t NUI DAT. 4% this tine the unit's mission changed to GS, IIFFORCEV,
Reinf the 12th RiFR, duc to the rotation of the wustralien units. On 23 hkpr,
Bettery i moved to a FS/PB at YS248775 with their mission unchanged. On 25

hpr, Bottery A agein returncd to base comp at NUI DAT continuing their mission
until the end of the reporting period.

. C. Battery B: From 1 Feb to 18 Feb, Bettery B continued to suprort Oper-
ation COBURG with a mission of GS, IIFFORC:V, with priority of fires to the
st .ustralian Task Force, On the night of 18 Feb, Bottery B was attacked by
an cstimpted battelion size force. A morter/rocket ~ttack wes followed by an
intensive ground attack (Sce 2¢(2) and Section II, pare 28, below), On 28 Feb,
the battery received a morter attack resulting in 20-30 rounds impacting in the
area. On 1 Mor, FS/PB /NDERSOM was closcd and Bottery B moved to FS/PB CGHCORD,
YT 035175, with a mission of GSR, 101st ibn Divirty OFCON for fires to the Tth
Bn, €th Jrty. Battery B departed FS/PB COHNCORD on 17 Mor and crossed the DONG
NAI RIVER, at night, by Londing Croft Hechenized (1CI) and arrived at FS/PB .
1018, YT04L3245, on 18 Mar. The unit's mission while at FS/PB LOIS was GSR,
A i 2d Bn, LOth Arty. On 29 Bor, Battery B deperted FS/FB LOIS and moved to BIEN
WCA, YT026148, with a rission of GS, ITFFORCEV, with priority of fires to the
DONG IiiI iRZX, Battery B departoed BIEN KO on 31 liar and moved to CU CHI,
XT646162, with a mission of GSR, 25th Inf Divirty., On 1 ipr, Batiery B was

3 | attached to the 25th Inf Div with a mission of GSR, 2d Bn, 40th Arty and moved
, to FS/PB BOLT, XT261386.
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The battery remrined in this rosition until 12 Lpr when they moved to FS/FB

GRANT, XI387625, with a mission of GSR, 3d Bn, 77th srty. It wos here that

the battery supported 25th Inf Div units during Cperation TOAN THANG, assist- .
ing in achieving a body count of over 200 VC KIA's, On 20 Lpr, Battery B

moved to FS/PB STULRT, XT504193, remeining overnight prior to moving to FS/FB

PIKE VI on 21 Apr, with a mission of GSR, 25th Inf Diviirty where they re- '
m3ined until the end of the reporting period,

d. Battery C: (For TMT Offensive action, sce 2e(3) below) On 3 Feb, ;
Battery 'C moved to DONG TAM, XSLO9LL3 and continued to support Operation
CORONADO, On 10 Feb, Battery C moved to LONG DINH BRIDGZ, XS38249L, and as
a result their mission changed to DS, 5th Bn, 60th Inf during Oporation
CORONADO. Their mission was agein changed on 17 Fob to DS, 2d Bn, 3%th Inf,
Battery C again hec a mission change on 19 Feb to GS, 1st Bde, 9th Div. On
20 Feb, Battery C moved by Landing Craft Utility (LCU) on a two dey trip to
CAN THO, WR845090, with a mission of GSR, 3d Bn, 34th Arty. Vhile enroute
Battery C rececived small arms and automatic wearons from the shore which was
returned with unknovm results, On 21 Feb, Battery C arrived at BINH TUY, WS
810148, From BINH TUY, they moved ovorland to PHUNG HIZP, VIR9058L45 on 22 Feb.
Oh 23 Feb, Battery € roodmarched beck to Cill TEO where they were loaded on
ICU's for the trip to DONG Tal, orriving =% thet Iscaticn on 24 Feb. Through-
out the period at DONG Til, Battery C retnined %heir mission of GSR, 3d Bn,
34th Arty. During the Wi Offensive, Battery-C received. mortar rounds on
several occasions totalling 311 rounds. Damnge throughout: the period was
slight and cosuslties were minor. Cn 6 Mer 62, Battery C moved from DONG TiM
to FS/PB PARIS, YT'133062, with the mission of GS, IIFFORCZV Reinf 2d Bn, 4Oth
Arty. 0On 18 Mar, Battery C moved to a FS3/PB north.of the ARW. compound at
TAN UYEN, XT967232, with o mission of GSR, 2d En, K0th Arty, priority of fires
to the Vietnamese Marines, On 21 Mar, Battery C moved to FS/PB CONCORD, YT
035175 with the mission of GO, IIFFORCEV priority of fires.to the 2d Bn, 319th
Arty OPCON for fires to the 7th Bn, 8th Arty, Battery C remcined in this po-
sition until 12 Apr when it split into two platoons., One platoon remeined at
FS/PB CONCORD with the same mission while the other platoon maved to CiY
GAIO PLARTATION, FS/PB FARRILL, YT328268 to participate in Operation TOWN THLIG,
with the mission of GS, IIFFORCEV Reinf 2d By, LOth Arty. On 24 -#4pr, Battery
C Forword moved from FS/FB FARRTLI, to FS/PB TRI~CORNZRS, YT208126, retaining
the mission of GS, IIFFORCEV Reinf 2d Bn, 4Oth Arty. Battery C has remeined
split until the end of the reporting pericd. (after iction Report: Riverine

. Operntions - 4109 Howitzer Battery - Inclosure 1)

e. TET Counteroffensive:

(1) Battery £: At the outbreck of the V¢ THET Offensive, the batterr was
located at FS/PB NASHUA. There was no significant. contact in-the area through-
out the entire period.

(2) Battory B: This battery was locrted ~t FS/PB ANLLRSON which was at-
tacked by o battelion sized forco on 18 Feh, The battery underwent an inten-
sive ground sttack preceded by an intense mortar/rocket attack. Battery B
suffered one KIA and twenty-two WIA on that occesion, One howitzer was re-
duced to inoperable condition nfter being struck by an RPG-2 round which
penetrated the turret. Four other bottery vehicles suffered moderate }
to severo demage in the mortor/rocket attack, T

A
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(3) Bettery C: Battery C was loceted at GIAO DUC, west of MY THO in {
support of the 24 Bde, Sth Inf Div at the beginning of the offensive, .Jfter :

& the US forces hed displeced to DONG Til;' MY THO aren, Battery C wos with~
o Ci drown by ICU's, The cmbarketion wes made under harrassing morter and sniper

fire, While enroute to DONG Tiii, the ICU's were diverted to pick up forty

‘ US Government employees at VINH LOUG, The battery used DONG TAM as its fire ‘
4 : support/patrol base in supporting the 9th Inf Div elements along Route 4 and !
% , MY THO, Their position was mortared overy night for s weck with a total of ‘
311 rounds impacting in their area, Howuver, onlv three persons were wounded
and light damage to eguipment was suffered. During the period of the TET
Counteroffensive, the battery fired as many as one-thousand; six-hundred and
1 - forty-two rounds of 155mm ammunition in a single day,
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% S (4) Herdquerters and Headquerters Battery: Located ot the provincisl

3 ' capital of XUiN LOC, the bettalion headquarters and Headgierters Battery were
engaged in defonse of the city and support of units in the ficld. The base
camp, which also housed Battery C, 7th Bn, 9th Arty, 2 105mm battery, received
| over cighty mortar rounds on the night of 31 Jen and fifty additional rounds

: on the night of 1 Feb., Casualties for all units on the compound totalled one
! KIA and eighteen WIA's,

: (5) Scrvicc Battery: Service Battory was instrumental in oiding the de-
2 fense of the LONG BINH-PLANT/ATION orea, Service Battery received several

s f 122mm rockets and 2 haavy volume of smrll arms and eutometic weapons fire,

é ; " Despito the intenisity of the fire, no casualties were suffered,

f. Fire Missions Summary:

; , ONTH BATTERY i, BATTERY B BATTLRY C BATTALION TOT.LS
3 ’ Msns  Rds Msns  Rds Msns = Rds Msns _ Rds

1 Feb 68 1104 3500 948 6106 600 12496 2652 22102

* ' Mar 68 932 3311 1758 7227 1346 6OA3 4036 16581

3 Cod Apr 68 922 3187 1647 5593 3548 10713 5917 19493

? !

E,

‘ TOTALS 2958 9998 4153 16926 5494 29252 12605 58176

g. Swmary of Operations: During the reporting period, units of the
bettelion perticipeted in the following combat operotions:

| (1) UNIONTOWH {6) BOX SPRINGS

E (2)  COBURG (7) VALLLY FORGE
(3) CORONADO XVI (8) PINGROO

T 7

YT T T

(4) TET COUNTEROFFENSIVE (9) WILDERNSS
(5) HARRISBURG (10) TOMN TEXG

, 3. (C) Treining and Organizotion:

2. Scheduling of mandatory training subjects for the battalion is ac-
complished by battalion operations. The implementation of the subjects is
accomplished et the brtteries, While on operations, suitable subjects ore
integrated into the normrl performance of duties, To mointein, improve and
expand job skills, within the battalion, on-the-job training end cross train-
ing re given continuously, 7
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b, On 27 Feb and 5 Mar, 3 gos chomber exorcelse wos aaministered to /QQ
Headouerters and Headqurrters Battory versonncl s eon annuel requirement
and to check the servicesbility of protcctive mosks.

¢, During the poriod 1 Feb to 30 Lpr, sixty-five newly assigned per-

sonnel received in-country training ot the Redcatcher Training School of the
199tk Light Infontry Brigede.

d. During the period 1 Feb to 30 ipr, 21l firing battery personnel were

edministercd the Gunner'!s Quolification Test, resulting in fifty six personnel
passing the tost.

e¢. FIC treining and testing wero conducted during the reporting period
for a1l FDC personncl.

f. On 21-22 &pr, the bottalion hosted a forward observer treining course

for twelve officers end twenty--five NCO's from LOV'G BINH POST. The troining
ineluded:

(1) Duties of the observers
(2) Call for Fire
(3) Adjustment of Fire

(4) Service Fractice

The service practice wes the highlight of the coursc., It was begun by
orienting the student observers, identifying the reference points and conduct-

ing o terrein study. A short demonstretion wes conducted by Bettery B, 7th
Bn, 9th Jirty which included:

(1) Shell, WP, 400m HOB
(2) shell, HE, on the ground
(3) Shell, H3, 40Cm ranging rounds

(4) Shell, HE; Fuze, VT

Four "round robin" missions were fired with studcnt obscrvers meking colls
for fire and corrections. A running critique was conducted by the OP in-

structor ~fter the call for fire, each correction snd ench mission. This

enabled maximum participation by the stuaents,

8. The following treining courses were sttended by battalion personncl
which were conducted outside the battelion:

(1) &~ two hour seceurity briefinr (comrunications) was attunded by

thirteen officers and enlisted men from Headquerters Bettery at Shth Artiliery
Group Herdquarters in XUAN LOC on 22 sarch.

(2) Five personnel, onc frem vach bottery, ottended PLL classes conducted
by the 19th Meint Bn in LONG BINH from 16-19 April.

.(3) Two officors attended a F.D/.C Trrining Courso conducted by the 23d
Artillory Group in PHU 10X from 1-5 april,
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~ (4) " One men from each of the five hatteries attended an eight hour

course on M16 maintensnce and repsir on 10 Mar, The instruction was pPro-
sented by the USARV Mobéle Training Tezr ot the 7th Bn, Sth Arty in BITN HO4,

be (C) Intelligence:

2. The battelion continued its visual reconnaissance progrem in the
portion ol LONG KHANH SHCTOR assigned to the 2d How Bn, 35th Arty by the
Shth Artillery Group, The VR Program had the following objectives:

(1) fequiring intelligence information through plonned, systematic
and thorough aerial visual reconnaissance, One-hindred and -ninety-eight
sightings were made to inelude bunkers, trails and base camps,

(2) Recommending tergets for attack by artillery and requesting tacti-
cal a%r support if necded. Sixty-gsix trrgets were recormended Sor atteck and
of thése sixty-six; twcnty—seven'werd.destroyud with ortillery, cightcen with

aircrafd ordnence, and tweniy-pne wero given negotive clearance,

(3) Adjusting artillery fires within the assigned VR areas.

(h) Conducting registrations Ffor artillery units located within the
2d How Bn, 35th Arty arce of operations, One~hundred and ninc artillery

registrations and thirty-one convoy cover missions woere made during this
pericd,

(5) Visually checking the reports of cnemy sightings,

(6) During the period 2 total of three-hundred end fifty-three hours,

and ono-hundred and eighty-four missions were flown by /frtillery AO's of
the 2d How Bn, 35th Arty.

b.  Person to person contast has been initisted between the 32 section
and the intelligence gothering sources in the XUAN LGC area to include:
(1) 18th ARVN Div G2 (4) imerican advisors to National
Folice
(2) Long Khanh Sec'or HQ

(5) s2, suth Artillery Group
(3) Hationsl Police HQ

¢. Base camp physical security:

(1) A new gucrd bunker, designatad as Post 7, ht#s buen constructed at

the midpoint of the north burm, betwoed: Post 6 and Post 8 in the base camp
at XUaN LOC.

(2) Thirty-five perimeter Lights, thirty meters apert, have been installed
eround the XUAM LOC base camp born ari provide illuminstion for an crea up

to fiftecn metors in front of ench guard bunker with intersecting beoms of
light.

(3) 4 specificd fmount of armunition has been placed in each bunker under

lock and key, consisting of flarss. Tragmentation grenades, M-14 and M-60
ammunition and one M~72 LiW per bunker 9
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(4) Two new ammunition bunkers have been constructed at strategic points

on the southwest cormer of the berm at XUAN LOC base camp for the storage of

¢S grenades and trip flares,

5, (C) lLogistics:

a. Montaly Vehicle Availability Percentage:

TPl VIHICLE

PiRCENT:\G.: OF AVAIL:BILITY

FB ViR APR QTR
%109 91% 93% 9L 93%
M548 £9% 92% 91% 915%
K578 VTR 62% 58% 63% 62%
488 VIR 49% 1003 100% 83%
M577M1 79% % 80% 79%
Wheeleod Vehicles 86% 8% 95% 90%

h. Axmunition rcsupply by rounds:
TYP.. AMHUNITION FIB MLR LPR TOTAL
HE 20909 17090 16728 51727
WP 8L5 327 385 1557
ILL 1018 432 706 2156

¢. Miles traveled by Service Battery ammunition trains:

FEB ~ 1718 miles MR - 1547 miles

APR ~ 2744, miles

d. /pprroximate tonnage of class I~IV resupply hondled by SVC Btry:

(411 figures are reflected in tons)

FEB
Class I 3.9
Class II and IV 6.4
Clsss III 0,0

e, Mumber of aoriel resupply missions flown in support of firing batteries:

FiB
Class I-1V 5
Class V 32

6. (C) Other:

a, OCivic Actions:

MR LPR TOTLL
L5.6 10,0 59.5
27.3 L.7 38.4

3.8 6.4 10,2

32 21 5¢
L3 7 122

(1) Specific civic ections: Scrcon windows were built and instellud
in onc¢ of the patient wards at the Phillipinc hospital in XUAN LOC.

(2) Tot hggression Roliuef Program: Contributions - $140.C0

(3) MEDCLP's: Three MEDCAP's with 470 patients treated,

/0
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(1). The AN/GRC-46 Radio Teletypewriter Sets ore presently locatod in
Pattery A, Bettery B and Headquerters Bottery. Battery 4 and B have on-line
crypto capabilities at prosent. Battery C does not have crypto capabilities
due to shortages of vquipment. Shortege equipment is on requisition,

(2) iight-hundred and sixty-scven messages were transmitted and re-
ciceved by RIT through the message center during the reporting period,

(3) Speech sceurity cquipment has been instolled with Service and B
Batteries enebling sccure FM redio messeges to be tronsmitted to end from
vettalion headquorters,

SECTION II
PART I - OBSERVATIONS {LESSONS LuARNuD)

1. (U) Personnel and Administration: Nonc
2. (C) Operations:
8., ITulir Recent Combat /ictions ~ TET Offensive

OBS_RVATION: During the enumy's recent TET Offensive, mony lessons
were learned in the area of perimeter defense; fire support coordination,
end delivery of self-protective fires. On the night of 18 Feb 68, Battery
B wos attacked by an estimated battslion sized force at FS/PB LIDERSON, 4
mortar/rocket atteck preceded an intensive ground attack by the enemy force,
In some instancss, RFG (rocket propolled gremade ) rounds were fired from
#8 close as twenty meters, The action rusulted in the loss of one howitzer,

roderate to severe damoge to four wheeled vehicles. one US KIi and twenty-
two US Wlits,

v

SVALULTION: It was found thet moximum utilizoation of ertilliery and
gunships could be obtoined if proper boundaries, fire coordinotion lincs and
flight corridors were used, Using this system, thc battery was able to eme
ploy three other artillery votteries for defensive concentrstions on one side
of its position cres while gunships were employed from the other side. De-

spite the intensity of the attack, battery personnol defended the area from

tactically placed twosmsn, steel culvert, sandbagged bunkers. The howitzers
and othur vehicles were dug in to lower their silkoucttes and a dirt bernm

wes placed around the equipment affording it rocket and smoll arms protectiona
Enemy casualtivs were four confirmed VC KIi's on the battery perimoter ond
nincteen totel VC KIA's around the FS/PB, During this action the bottory fired
direct fire, charge 1, fuze¢ time with high explosive end white phosphorus am-
mnition. This fire was detonated as close as 300 meters from the FS/FB peri-
meter, silencing automatic weapons, small arms ond mortar fire, Fire could

rot be brought any closer without increasing the possibility of shropnel
blow-back.

b, IT@M: Night River Crossing - M109 Howitzer Battery

. OBSLRVATION: On the night of 17-18 Her 68, Bettery B conducted a
crossing of tho DONG NAI RIVER in conjunction with cluments of the 11th ACR

snd the 199th It Inf Bde. The river crossing was accomplished with difficulty
over hastily constructed ICH loading and off-loading sitcs. A4lC's from the
"
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11th »CR crossed wathout-drrticulty using only onc LCM. The first hi109

. howitzer met with difficulty during off-loading from the ICM., Insufficient

bank preparation end improper demolition usage weakened the benk to the peint
that the 27 ton M109 became mircd in the river bank. Bulldozers and ~PC's
had to be used to pull it out of the mud., Considernble improvements hed to
be made before the river crossing could be completed without difficulty.

EValUaTIOR: Considerable engineer effort is required to properly
prepere o landing site for ¥109 howitzers, Leveling, prcking sad pleccuent
of pierced stoel planking are absolutely essential to @ timely ond successful
hasty crossing, The LCM is o satisfrctory vessel to be usad for river cross-
ing with an 11109 firing bottery,

c, ITHM: Operrtion of FADAC under Dusty Conditions:

ORSeRVATION: During the dry scason in Vietnam, the large volume of
dust present collects on the FADAC tebla and couses air filters en the F.DLC
to become clogged, Doily cleening and mrintenence of the FADAC air filters
1s often insufficient to cope with the problem.

V. LUKTION: Covering the console of the FADAC ~nd the table arce
below the air filters with 2 damp cloth will prevent most of the dust from
collecting on the FADAC, Prior to turning the FADAC on, the damp cloths
ere removed and the operational ares is relatively dust free,

d. ITi#M: Pre-Cut Jmmunition Bunkers

OBSERVATION: Supporting framework for smrmnition bunkers was pre-
rered in Bottery L besc camp at NUI DAT for usc ot field locations. Bunkers
arc plenned to be 22 feet, 6 inches in length and § fect square each. The
following materinals are needed to construct one bunker:

12 = 4" X 4" boards, 4' 8" long (uprights)
7 - 4% X L" boards, 5' 4" long (floor supports)
3 = 4" X 4" boorrds, 15' long (frame)
3 = 4" X LY borrds, 7' 6" lon;, {frome)
20 - 2" X 6" boards, 5' LM long (roof supports)
~ 2" X 6" boards, 15' long (siding)
- 2" X 6% boards, 7' 6" long (siding)
- 2" X 4" borrds, 4' long (broces)
15 « Sheets of tin
800 - sandbegs
100 ~ "20 penny" nnils
125 - "16 penny" noils

o ~3~3

Two identitel bunkers ~re built facing one enother approximatily ten fect
apart.s in additionrl 300 sandbags are required to construct the barrier
wall between the bunkers. Salvege cenves is placed in front of vach bunker
for additional weather protcction.

B LVALUATION: The pre-cut bunkers proved very satisfactory on the first
testing in the field, Tim¢ of construction of ammunition bunkers wes ruduced

by fifty percent. Two or three men can assemble the bunker while the remainder
of the men fill sandbags. Tho bunkers mect all ammunition storage rucuiraments

to include dunnnge and air spece. idditionelly, uniform construction of each
howitzer position facilitates position organizetion and also givus » unit com-

mander the crpebility of accurately planning for meterinls nceded to occupy
& new area,
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e, IT8H: Learge VS omel). Defepsive Bunkers

PR

0 OBSZRVATION: Lorge craw bunkers vhich house more than two puople

uﬂ; . in & field pouition rre not feesible for deofense of the position eree, The

g : Jarge bunkers roonire on exccssive amount of building meteriols, construction

N and dostructior time, Four picces of stenderd 72! netel culvert meterial

e are reouired to construct o weather-proof bunker and provide good first round

‘ protection from hostile fire for two men. The bunker is designed to contein
cots for sleeping, ond to provide protection as » fighting position, Tour
sections of culvert are overlapped and placed on a sandbrg foundation, Sand-

" bags are stackued in the front and resr in such & monner as to allow Tiring

of individual or crew-scrved werpons from inside the bunker ond serve as

blost shiclds for persomnel: Three layers of sondbags are placed on top of

the culvert scetion to provide adequate overheed cover. /lpproximetely 200
- sandbegs sre reouired for construction,

R R T
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YoLULTION: Culvertrbunkers ore now the battalion stenderd. They
provide good protwction from weather and hostile fire, idditionslly, cul-
vort meberiels, while heavy, are compact,and occurate plenning for position
occupation is realised through the usc of this systen.

f. It

Y

e ¥
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Fuze Time in Defense of ALrtillery Bettery Positions

OBSLRV. TION: The M109 howitzcr with cherge 7 and fuze quick hes
proven t¢ e the most effective of all combinetions of fuzes end cherges
beceuse of its speed of proerrrotion end its terminel offectss however, if a
\ mask is present or range to the target is close, then fuze time with & low
‘ fuze scbiing is used to ollow closor detonetion to the howitzer.
7 and charge 1 with fuze time have been uscd.

upon the fuze time, indirect fire technique:

ClL.RGy

S R T IR KRR T T

Both cherge
The following data is based

FUZi M564 RuuULTS

SITING AND QUADRIAT

0,25 sec f{direct fire .ir burst crcurred s~hout 300m from
scope) tube, Snell frogments were recieved
in the position, Of 4% rounds fired

5 base plrtes ceme into the battery
position.

7

B A ettt A S

ey

1GB 2.0 sce, QE 99 Air burst opprox 252 high at 300m
' from tube. Snrll frogments were
received in position. Good effects

were obsurved within 100m of burst.

R v e T TR

1GB 2.5 sec, Q8 99 Air burst, 20n high cpprox 380m from

position. Very effective and safe

for troops in position who are prone
or kneuling,

Direct firc using various time scttings (greater then thes: mentioned above)
hrye been fired and have-becn found to posc no denger to troops. is a saflety

precpution, personncl noi. actively engaged in the mission should teke cover
during firing.
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A EVALUATION: Charge 7, fuze tine, requires the settings of small
fuze settings creating roon for error (see above table). Charge 16B with
fuze tine can be fired into areas bordering the perimeter and produces a
large Idll zone in the target arer. When using charge 1GB, the presence
of the excess power bags creates a fire hazard snside the howitzer which
48 closed during an attack to furhish the crew protection fron small arms
fire, wortar fragnents, RPG'e and rockets.

L —
( IJ '(“/L l'\ﬂ‘\'
3 Incl /Iv R Tt RIvAN’V
as LTC, Artillery
Cormanding

1s Riverine Operation
2. Representative Positions
During Reporting Period

3¢ Span of Control Chart

14
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AVGA-C (1 May 68) 1st Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report for GQuarterly Period Ending 30 April 1968,
Reports Control Symbol CSFOR-6%

THRU: Commanding General, II Field Force Vietnam Artillery, ATTN: AVFB-FAC,
APO 96266
Commanding General, II field Force Vietnam, ATTN: AVFBC,
APO 96266
Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DST,
APO 96375

Commander~In~Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-IT,
APO 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army;, Washington, D, C. 20310

1. (U) The Quarterly Operational Reporit, Lessons Learned, from the 2d
Battalion, 35th Artillery is considered adequate, Due to the wide range of
operations in which this battalion was engaged durlng the period of the re~
port, the observations outlined are worthy of special note. In particular,
attention is invited to the after action report (Inclosurs 1) submitted

by the battery commander of the first MLO9 battery to operate for extended
periods in the Delta area,

2. (U) With respect to para 10n(3)(a)(b)(c), Inclosure 1, the 2d Battalion,
35th Artillery has been directed to submit appropriate DA Forms 2407, if

warranted.
// / /Zcr‘ffw

deh °,/no*esz[s
Colonel, Artillery

Commanding

15
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AV¥B-FAC (1 May 68) 2nd Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report - lessons Iearned (RCS-CSFOR~6S5)

D4, 4R, I” PrRCEV Artillery, APQ 96266 29 VAY 1458
TiRU:s Comnanding General, II Field Force Vietnam, APO 96266
Comnanding General, United States Army Vietnam, APTN;: AVHGC-D3T,
A0 9637%
Comnender-In-Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATMH: GPop-07,
APO 96558

T0: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of
the Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

1. (U) The quarterly xeport of the 2nd Batbtalion, 35tk Artillery
(UIC: X582XX) adequately reflects the operations and lessons learned
during the reporting period.

2. (U) Concur with the comments and recommendations in Section II
of the report and the 1st Indorsement, The observations and evalua-
tions contaeined in Section IT of this report as well as ths conclusions

of Inclosure 1 are particularly noteworthy and should be carafully re-
viewed at all DA levels.

AYHMUND P, MURP&Y
Brigadier General, US4
Comaand ing

CONFIDENTIAL
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L AVFBC-RE-H (1 May 68) 3rd Ind ,
o : SUBJECT: Operationel Repcrt for Quexterly Period Ending 30 April 1968
o Report Control Symbol CSFOR-65 (U)
- DA, HQ II FFORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266 |54 JUN 1983
THRU: Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC(DST), APO 96375
.%“f Commander, US 4rmy Pacific, ATIN: GPOP-0T, AP0 96558

TO0¢ Assistaont Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

l. Subject report is forwarded.

2o This headquarters hes reviewed the attached Operationzl Report - Lessons
Learned of the 24 Battalion, 35th Artillery and concurs with it.

06 I

L]

FOR ThE CO.IANDER:

0. B, Forv
1LT, AGC

Ags! AG
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AVHGC-DST (1 May 68) 4th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April
1968 Reports Comrol Symbol CSFOR-~65 (U)

HEADQUARTERS, US ARMY VIETNAM, APO Saun Francisco 963751 9 JUN.1368

TO: Commaader in Ciﬁef, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-D(
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending *0 April 1968 from Head-~
quarters, 2d Howitzer Battalion, 35th Artillery.

2, Concur with report as submitted.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

C. S. NAKATSUKASA
Captan, AGC
Assistant Adjutant Geporal
Copy furnished:
HQ 2d How Bn, 35th Arty
HQ I FFORCEV

18




GPOP-DT (1 May 68) (U) 5th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 2d 3n, 25th Arty for Period Ending
30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

UN 136
HQ, US Army, Pacific, 4PC San Francisco 96558 20 JuN 1558

T0; Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the

Army, Washingten, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding ipdowss-
ments and cencurs In the report as lidorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

Ol

C.L. SHORTT
CPT, AGC
Asst AG

19




- { 4

-

CONFIDENTIAL :

INCLOSURd 1 (Riveorine Cperctions - MIUY Powatzer peitery) vo uperational
Ropert~Lessons Learncd, 2d How Bn, 35th arty, deted 1 May 1968

1. The 2d Howitzer Batp?lion, 35th Lrtillcry wrs tasked to furnish one %109
Howitzer Bettery to the iickong Dulte Dong Tem Bese of the 9th Infontry Divie
sion, Battery C, 2d Kow Bn, 35th Arty wes directud to accomplish this mise
sion on 6 Hovembur 1967. The mission terminetod on 6 larch 1962, The fol-
lowing is a surmary of the battery commander's after ection report:

2., Tosk Orgonizetion: The hattery wes involved in combet opsretions with
units listed below:

e, 1st Bde, 9th Inf D§v ¢, Task Force Funston

b. 24 Bde, 9th Inf Div f. 7th ARVN Division

¢, 5th Inf Bn (VNMC) gs Task Force 117 - Riverine nsseult
Force

d. Btry 4 & B, ist Bn, 84th Arty
3. Supporting Forces:
e, Tth USLF ¢. US army aviotion
b, VH.F d. 1G6th and 246th PSYOPS Co's

L. Control or Commrnd Herdauerters: 9th Inf Divirty; 2d Bde, Sth Inf Div,
Battery C wes attached to the 9th Inf Divirty and subattached to the ist En,
84th Arty during the reporting period.

5. Intulligence: The disposition of cnemy forces rumeined essentislly stable
throughont the perded. Individunld mein force units moved within the province
for tecticsl purposes, whilec locel force elements appeered primorily cngeged
in lecal operetions. Mo influx of new units or NVi elements was reportud.

6, lissions:

06 Nov 67 - 13 Dec 67: GSR, 3d Bn, 34th arty

14 Dee 67 - 11 Feb 68: Reinf 3d Bn, 34th arty
11 Feb 98 ~ 18 Feb 60: DS, 5th Ba, 60th Inf

10 Feb 62 ~ 26 Feb 68: DS, 24 Bn, 39th Inf

20 Feb 68 ~ 25 Feb 68: Reinf 3d Bn, 34th arty
25 Tch 68 - 06 Moy 68: GS, 1st Rde, 9bh Inf Div

7. Concept of Operetions: To disploce from Bicn Hoa, YTO2515L on 6 Hov 67
and move by road to Dong Tam, XS41CLL3, to suprort the 2d Bde, 9th Inf Div
during an operation tentatively schuduled for threo weeks,

8.  Xccution:

8, Bottury C wes plerted for moverent to Dong Tan at 051600 Nev &8,
The foilowing morning at 06CO hours, the unit disploced from Bicn Hos and
arrived et Nong Tem ot 1730 hours, During the following thrue wecks, the
battery doployed on numurous opueretions in conjunction with the 2d Bde,” 9th
Inf Div. On 25 Nov, the bettery!s stetus and nission were extended for on
indefinite porioed,
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The naturv of the commitment for the subsequent time span rumeined basically
the same, It was characterized oy * arec to zen days un the ficld with an
intervening two to four day rest & d maintenance period at Dong Tem, Iach
time the battery closed at Dong Ton, it went into support of Task Force Fun-

" ston. This called for the firing of H&I's, intslligence targets, contact

missions and counter mortar/rocket fires for base security clements and
ARVN ground forces.

b. On 2 Feb 68, the unit returncd from FS/PB Giao Duc, WS975401, end
begon to support US forces cngoged in the counter TET Offensive along digh-
way L and in and around My Tho. On 20 Feb 68, the battery was rccalled
from its role in support of tha 1st Bde, 9th Inf Div, ond embarked for Can
Tho and o subsequent roadmarch to Phung Hiep, WR90L8L45. PFers the unit as-
sisted the 2d Bde in its attempt to relieve pressure on Can Tho by conducting
2 raid on the enemy's corp lovel headquarters to the southwest of Phung Hiep.

¢. After the battery returned to Dong Tam on 25 Feb 68, i. remeined in
its stetic mission of Task Force Funston support until 6 Mar 68, it 1010 hrs
on 6 Mar, the unit was rclieved from its attachment to the 9th Inf Div ard
road marched from Dong Tam to FS/PB Paris, YT133082, snd assumed missions of
GS, IIFFORCEV and reinforcing the 24 Bn, 40th Arty.

d. Husky Charlie, as the unit was known throughout the operationel area,
was the first 155mm SP artillery battery committed to the conflict in the
Mekong Delta. A need for its presence arose because the 105ma barg.—-mounted
artillery was restricted in its penetretion of streams and canals, and & far-
ther reaching, heavier projectile wes required to f£ill gaps and to add de-
sired destructive power, Initially, when the battery arrived, no expuricnce
factors wure sveileble and the battery was moving on virgin territory, With
cerinl reconnaissance scriously restricted due to sccurity rersons, as well
2s non~availability of aircraft, the greoatest amount of {lexibility had to
be maintained in the execution of plens. The unit met the ever present
chellonges and succecded in providing whot is & must for any artillery unit,
namely, timely, accurote and effective fires.

e. The battery fired a totel of 2,817 missions expending 38,136 rounds
of ammunition during the operational period.

9. Results:

a., Friendly KIA: HNone b, Friendly WIA: 6
All wounds were coused by cnemy mortar fragments. Of those wounded, only
one soldier required hospitolizetion, The remsinder were treated on the

spot and reburned to duty.

¢. Iguipment and Material Losses: Assorted tires, fuel tanks, radiators,
mess equipmont and personal clothing damaged by mortar rounds.

G. Inemy KIA: 201 confirmed
e, rncemy WIA: Unknown
f. OStructures destroyed or domaged: 49 huts and 18 sempans

g. Kilometurs traveled by wetcr and land: 1,500 kn

CONFIDENTIAL 21
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10. Adh;inistrative Matters: -

8. Personnel Records and Pay: Although the betbtery wes attached to
the 9th Inf Div, 21l records continucd to be meinteined by the parent unit.

b. Mail: DMpil ond distribution were delivercd by battalion represents-
tives at frequent intervals, normally every other dey. No hardships were
sxperienced,

¢, Rest and Recreation: i normel RER progran was mainteined. Personnel
bound for out-of-country R&R sites were roturned to the Ieng Binh erca for
out-processing. In-country RE&R personnel were dispetched directly te Vung Tau.

d. DIROS and Replocement Personnel: Personnel returning to CONUS ot~
processed at Long Binh through Bettelion and 54th Artillery Group faeilities,
Iquipment turn~in was handled by battery personnel mointaining the base camp
at Bien Hoo. Incoming personnel were processcd through the same channels,

e, Treatment, Evicuation and Hospitelizetion of Personnel:

(1) Dong Tem: While positioned at Dong Tam, medicel facilitics )
available wepethc 9th Surgicel Hospital and the 61st Medicel Detachment,
Normsl sick call wes hendled by the medical detachment,

(2) Ficld Positions: Bettleficld casualties were processed, as a2 rule,
thru the hospitel barge which normelly sccompanied the 3d Bn, 34th Arty.
After scrcening, appropriate ceses were trensfered to the USS BeNWVAH, where
a surgical teom wos on shendby to stabilize serious cases prior to evacwstion
to the surgical hospital at Jong Tem.

(3) To prevent tac occurrence of skin disense, instructions were issued
to reduce the weoring of shirts to o minimum and to air feet 8s much as pos-
sible, Shower buckets were provided and every effort made to obtain suffici.ri
water for showers, As a result no skin diseases developed.

(4) During the hours of darkness, shirts were worn with sleeves rolled
dovni, Despite the large numbor of mosquitos, no meloria cases developed.

(5) No hezlth problems were encountered. |

f. Claims: In cese of cleims for damage resulting from US activities

" in a given areh, the claimant should be raferred to the district chiel for

all necessary paperwork and payment. This procedure wes followed when two
of the buildings &djoining Coi B~!s south londing site were partially domo~
lished by ICU's during off-load* ¢ owerations.

g. Roletions with Local Populece::

(1) Since about 3-80% of Dinh Tong Province /as considered sympethetic

to the eneny, oll hamlevs, villages and towns were declared off limits by the
unit commonder,

(2) While occupying positions with LRVN or RF/PF Outposts, on amiable
relationship developod betwoen the Victnamese and Jmericon troops.

(3) GClosec liaisen wos established with US Advisors ond their ~ !~
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h, Meintenonces

(1) Orgenizational Mrintenonce: e

(a) Due to the frequent moves cxecuted by the battery and the number of
rounds fired, vehicular ~nd howitzer meintenance werce of primery importonce,
In order to accomplish @ moxdirwm amount of work in 2 minimum emount of time,
the authorized maintenance section wos augnented by additional personnel,
With two exceptions, the unit had only between one end three days between
moves to make necessary reprirs, dven during this peried, vehicles and wea~
pons were operationally committed to & great extent, Initislly the whole
meintenance section accompanicd the bnttery when in the fiocld, Expurience,
however, showed that only 2 small number of needed repairs could be accomplished
due to space, cquipment and tecticel limitetions, 4t that point the decision
was mode to establish and meintein meintenance facilitics at the Dong Ton
base and to lenve vehicles for meintonence behind as deemed appropriate. Necesge
sery PLL items, tools and one erch artillery and wheeled vehicle mechanic con-
tinued to accompeny the battery.

(b) It was generally found thet to dusignate a fixed mointenance time
while in the field was not feasiblc due to the operational committments such
a8 resupply convoys, moves and fire missions, While stationed ot Dong Tan,
all available time wes devoted to maintenonce and repairs. .

(2) Support Msintenence:

(2) Towards tho end of the operation and with no new howitzers in sight,
the decision wos mrde to phase howitzers and M548's into the 24 Maint Bn at
Vung Teu for a gencral overhaul and needed rereirs, JAbout 508 of the crew
accompanied the vehicles. About two wocks before the battery laft the Delta,
a contact teem with a turrel specialistc in chorge arrived from the 2d Moint
Bn, 4ll vehicles and hewitzers were TI'd and corresponsing reguisitions
submitted, Under the very copable and cnergetic leadership of the team chief,
parts began to arrive.

(b) Small arms, radios and assccicted itums were repsired or repoir parts
furnished to thue battery by Z Co, 709th Mrint Bn, a 9th Inf Div support unit.

{c¢} Yorts which at times were in eritical ond sudden demerd ond for which
no sudden roplacemoent was oveilable, were hend made at a Nevy machine shop
anchored in the Dong Tom basin., Somple itcms were shefts for the nanual tro-
versing systom, shifting forks for the M109 governor, ctc.

(3) Primory Problems:

(») 109 howitzer: The primary problem with the howitzer was outomotive.
Hony of the problems were coused by the cooling syvitum which eppears to be
underdusigned. Rndietors sprung leaks repeatedly, causing engines to overhent.
This ia turn led to cracked hcads and melted injector tips. Radiator fons be-
ceme inoperative and broken goges ond corresponding sending units could not be
repleced. Fuel tonks sprung lenks and were repeired a5 time become uvailable,
Engince vore pleced under particulsr strain becouse of inoperetive air filter
systens in four howitzers. Missing cleops. hoses and blower motors had buen
plnced on Red Ball Expended requwisition in hufust. At this time they hove not

a3\
wrat kcen f411ed.
o A3

g v

1 e ————— Aam—

CONFIDENTIAL

e e o P e A AR




CONFIDENTIAL

Unfiltered air, highly contorincted by dust and sand, was thus permitted to
be sucked directly into the superchorger without first pessing through the
air filters. The artillery portion of the wespon performed well, The only
problems were seals which wore out through normel use and for which replace-
ments were hard to find. Tne mrin concern in such a comparatively isolated
locetion as Deng Tam wes the replocement of spore parts. Qualified person-
nel to perform all necessary repairs were found within the battery itself.
In order to reduce the deadline time, 2s much as was possible, each howitzer

- wog celled out of ~ction for meintenonce at least for » helf doy eoch week.

AL thet tinme the breech mechanism was disossembled, all sliding surfaces de-
burred, and a1l perts and mechanisms sorviced and lubriceted ns required,

(b) It wns found thot the M578 VIR was not copable of towing M109 how~
itzers for any distence. Since howitzers are the items most likely to breesk
doun, and the resulting recovery distances are normally considerable, a sub-
stitute vehicle for meeting towing requircments for a medium SP britery should
be found,

(¢) M548 Cargo Csrrier: Due to the problums encountored with the M548,
this vehicle should be returncd to the service test stage of development and
subjected to vigorous tests. The concept of the vehicle is @ good one, but
breakdowns in the cooling system, transfer, transmission, and electricel
system moke it highly undependable in 2 convoy under combat conditions,

(d) Whecled Vehicles: Io unusual problems dovoloped among wheeled vehicles.
Noxrmrl problems encountered were an occasionel broken axle, steering diffi-
cultivs, electrical shorts and worn out brokes. 4 considercble amount of
tires were replaced. At times it wos difficult to obtzoin 5-ton truck tires
and inner tubes.

(e) Betteries: Brtteries of all types and acid were in short supply
at 211 times during operations.

(f) WNitrogen supply: Recommend thet each firing battery operating inde-
pendently in srers isolated from competent ordnance support be furnished with
nitrogen and necessary grges ond hoses. These itams are required in order to
service the howitzers nitrogen systems and opticel instruments, Otherwise,
wmecessary and unccceptable delays in the repeir of the wenpons will result.

11. Conclusions:

a. That the employmont of the H109 howitzer is feosible in the dilta
arer of Vietnan,

b. That thc M09 howitzer is preferable to the Mi1h howitzer due to
its inherunt 6400 mil capebility, ease of plecement and greater mobility and
fire power. The necd of treil pits end » hardstand for thu pedestsl make
tne Mit4 inpreeticel in en area where the weter level during the rainy season
is obove the level of the ground. A sclf-propelled unit with its direct fire
cepability and comporatively large number of mechine guns mey trovel and be
positioned with a swaller sccurity element.

c. That & medium artillory unit in the deltr is o requirement. The more
pewerful projectile gives added punch egainst the well constructed cnemy bunkers
8s well ns cnumy ground forces. The increnss in range over the 105mm howitzers
incrcases the reech of the friendly arms into arcas whore the enemy used to be
immune to artillery fire.
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d.  Thet the eppecrarce of 155mm howitzers in rn ores where they were
previously unknown, shifted the balonee of powsr. Fires were made available
to the local friendly forces »nd the mere sight of the armored vehicles gave
new 2nd inpressive evidence and 2ssurence of US involvement in o sector whers
assistonce had previously buen Mimited to largely advisory terns, only.

€« Thal the riverine ertillery ond infantry units mrde full use of the

bettery by prepositioning it to cover the entry and egress from &n operational
aren,

f. Thet personncl adjusted themselves well to the preveiling combet

conditions and thot cguipment withstood the rigors of combat, constant water
and road travel very well,
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L Ba.tfbcx'y
i Dabtery
A Battery
4 Batbery
A Battery
A Battery
A Battery
A Batteory
B Battery
B Battery
B Babtery
E Batbery
Battery
Battery
Battoery
battery
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Battery
Battery
Bavtery
Battcry
Battory
Batlory
Jattery
Battery
Battory
Bothory
Battory
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Battery.

KEY FOR INCLOSURE 2
23 How Bn, 35th Arty Represcntative Positions

Peried 1 Feb 68 through 30 Apr 68

GRID

3T 988323
IT 026136
YT 035175
S 432476
S 493618
13 432676
S 248755
YS 432876
YT 207128
YT 035175
IT 043245
IT 026148
XT &hH162
AT 261386
5T 387625
T 504193
S 316
S 978401
X5 409443
B 382194
YL 905845
IS L0943
YT 133022
IT 035175
XT 969232
YT 035175
1T 328268
T 208126
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Buena Vista

Unaontown
Uhiontown

Pinaroo

Coburg
Harrisburg

Box Springs

Barrisburg
{ilderness
1Hlderness
Toen Thang
Toan Thang
Toan Thang
Coronado
Coronado
voronafo
Coronado
Coronado

Box Springs

Harrisburg
Harrisburg
Los Banos

Toon Thang
Toan Thang

AT

20

for

GSR 101lsb .bn Div ixty t
GSR 10lst .bn Div .xty
GSR 10lst .bn Div .rty
GS IIFF

GSR 4th RUFR

GSR 12th (LJR

GSR 12th R.JR

GSR 12th R.FR

GS IIfF

GSR 101st, Abn DivArty
GSR 2/40 .xiy

GS ILFF

GSR 25th Div .rty

ibch 25th GSa 2/40 .ty
GSR 3/77 ixty

GS 25h Div

GSR 1/8th .rty

GS 1st Bde 9th D
DS 5/60th ‘Inf

GR 3/34th .xty

G3R 3/34th urty *

GS IIFF
GS IIFF
G5 IIFF RV harincs
GS IIFF

GSR 2/40th .xty
GSR 2/40th xty
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