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‘ nmmm OF THE ARMY
' HEADQUARTERS 199TH INFANTRY BRIGADE (SEP) (x.m)
AFO SaN mcxsco 96279

AvBs-o1 | | 15ARIEB
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Acticn Report B B

THRUs Commander
II Field Forces, Vietnam
ATTN: AVFBC-A&D

APO 96266
T0s Commander
‘US Military Aaaietmce comam, etnam )
ATTN: J343 ‘ . . o S
Y :

S 1. (U) NAMZ AND TYPE OF : The LONG BINH/SAIGON TET Campaign -
'~ was both an offensive and defensive opera to preclude rocket/
mortar attacks and ground assaults on the LONG BIN areas, .
B 2. (U) DATES OF OPERATION: 14 January = 19 Februsry 1963.\ :
' 3. (U) LOCATION: BIEN HOA and GIA DINH Provinces. '
4. (U) COMMAND mgo_mrms 195th Infantrynrigdo (sep) (I-f-). -
5. (U) BEPORTING OFFICERs Brigadier General nobex-s €. Porves.

. 6. (C) TASK ORGANIZATION: See Annex E.

AR VUSRI N

7. (c) SUPPORTING FORCES:.
. Be Supporting forces during LONG anm/sAmw TET capd.gn

(1) USAF: The 7-h United States Air Force pmvidod air sup= !

port for brigade operations during the LONG BINH/SAIGON TET Campaign in i
the form of visual reconnaissance, forward air controller and artillery '
adjustment missions, as well as fighter, bomber and skyspot missions. ;

(2) Air Cavalrys Throughout the operation, serial reconnais=
sance, light fire team support and aero-rifle platoon reaction force capa~:
bilities were provided to the brigade by the attached air cavalry troop, -

o A Troop, 3rd Squadron 17th Air Cavalry. This added asset gave the brigade
N ~ comuander more flexibility in the employment of the maneuver units. The o
5 troop wvas froqumtlyuodinmecomorrorco role.. - N
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GB;’.OQI"S el nwmmusmmmmsé

Ay e

o oy DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
1»; o | ~ =~ DOD DIR. 5200,10 .




e MR Ta oy T e g
¢ - o -
cem T - SO s R S AR I 3O s o s,

conmommAL L

(3) Army Aviation: The assets of the 12th Combat Aviation
Group and the brigade were conf.inuously employed throughout operations.

(a) 1lth Combat Aviation Battalion: .

128th Assanlt Helicopter Company
162nd Assault Helicopter Company
173rd Assault Helicopter Company ‘
205th Assault Support Helicopter Company -
213th Assault Support Helicopter Cmnpany

M::»wiwlw

- {v) thth COmba.t Av;ation Battalion: - o _ _ e

_J_._ 74th Reconnaissance Airplane Company \

2 1l7th Assault Helicopter Company = = : ’ v
3 1l8th Assault Helicopter Company « ,

4 334th Armed Helicopter Company

(¢) 2Luth Combat Aviation Battalion:

1 17th Assault Helicopter Gompany
-2 135th Assault Helicopter Company
3 191st Assault Helicopter Company ,
& 195th Assault. Helicopter Company x
20ch Assault Support Helicopter Company

(d) 222 Combat Aviation Battalion:

1 1,7th Assault Support Helicopter Company
(e) 269th Combat Aviation Battalion: -

1 188t.h Assault. Helicopter Oompany ’

R (4) Artillery: 2nd Battalion, 4Oth Artillery was in direct
auppcx't of the brigade elemenis during the entire operstion. . Additional
artillery support was provided by the 3rd Squadron llth Armored Cavalry
- organic artillery battery while the squadron was OPCON to the 199th.

" (5) logistical: Tth Support Battalion (Sep Lt Inf Bde) pro-
" vided continuous logistical support to the hrigada in all cl.uses of supp]y
during opmtions. o i L

(6) Engineer: ' B?t.h Engineer: Company (Sep Lt Inf Bde) pro=
vided supporb through teams ]nttached to each battalion task force. ‘

(7) sigpals 296th Sigm.l Platoon and the Communications
pla.t.oon 199th Inf Bde supported the brigade through radio relay systems,
wire and messenger aorvice and FY and Ma/SSB radio nets.

(8) PIO: LOth Public Inforuation Detachment provided support
for brigade activities and operations by performing public information func-—
- tions. By its coverage of operationa, :Lt huped to project a favors.ble i.m— :

'qootthohrigado. S
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t (9) 44th Military History Detachment: Collected iiiformation
in thp field which supplement.ed and amplified the accouats of events which
took Phcc during the course of the LONG BINH/SAIGON Campaign.

(10) 49th Infantry Platoon (Scout Dog)s Supported the mm.

"by providing dog teams for numerous patrols. The uth Combat ruckar Tean
‘provided trecker team support. ' ’

(11) Mflitary Police: 152nd Hilitary Police Platoon providd
security at the brigade main base, Camp FRENZELL-JONES, convoy security,
traffic control and coordination and routine military police functions.

'(12) 179th Military Intelligence Detachment (Sep Lt Inf Bde)
supported the Brigade S=-2 with intelligence and eounter-inteuigencn which
provided va.luable information on which to base tactical decisiona,

(13) 503rd Chemical Detachment supported brigade operations
through use of agent CS and conducted "People Sniffer” missions.

b. Performance of Supporting Arms and Services.
(1) USAF:

’ (a) The USAF Tactical Air Contml Party gaw eontmuoua
suppox't. to the 159th Inf Bde during the LONG BINH/SAIGON TET Campaign. FAC
flew 183 missions and logged a total of 467 houra. Support included di-
recting air strikes in support of ground forces as well as day and aight
visual reconnaissance. The TACP maintained a "Scramble* capability so that
they could give timely response to the needs of the grouni commander during
the time that a FAC was not airborne. _

(b) USAF aircraft flew the following aisstous.

1 Air Strikes 147
2 Skyspots 15

(o) ‘Bomb danage useamnﬁ was 28 follows. |
Destroved  Damaged

1 Structures 8 1 :
2 Bunkers 22 14 R
3 Secondary’ Explnsiom 6 _ _ B

4 VC Killed by Adr 160 100 o
(2) Air Cavalry: ' '
©(a) A Troop, 3rd Squadrau; 17th Air Cavalry supported

the brigade with continuous aerial reconnaisscnce of the brigade area of’
operations and outer rocket belt, light fire teau support and an: uro-»rith

‘YA.—..__ e i
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platoon reaction force,

-

using the sir cavally t20oPweihid
fire teans were ready to sutbore-lony

brigade. AO. The responsivenes the troop contributea yutly ‘@ the -
accomplishnent of the brigade mis icularly during the VC attack
on 31 January A Troop 052 so , rt.of the brigade, -

1 Hours:
a OH-6A S 106001
¢ Combat Assault == . 1810.9 -
d Total g 2023.2
2 Class' V: ; ‘ '
T 2.75" rocket 2,373
4 ¥ (40am) - 1;330
'3 Class XII: 89,700 ztllons
L VC EIA (BS) e

" (3) Army Aviation: Army aviation assets aupported the brigsdo
\d.t.h alrmobile companies, daily rosupply ahipo, 08-#7 sortiss for build up

‘ or fire -npport patrol bases.

(a) Nissions portomodx

Command and Control
Airmobile combat assaults
Eagle flight missions

Troop extraction and rcpoliﬁ.oninx
Aerial reconnaissance : _
Artillery fire adjustament
_Medical evacuation .

Radio relay .

Liaison

Resupply

Leaflet drops -

" (b) Amalysiss
1 aeaupply Ul=-1: The threo mupply U!'-l. heli-

M’St«olwwlmwrmm»-

‘ ,copt.era were migned, one to each rifle battalion. In addition, these

helicopters were used as command and control ships when the situation

- -required, By assigning the aireraft to the battalion, more efficient
~ utilisation was: realized. This arrengement provided a quick response to

a.nd-by ....\gmﬁ- B
gﬁm—m———f-_w ,
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. 2 Aimobilo Companies: Airmobile- opouunu were.
normally company size. The brigade aviation officer monitored the opustion._ ,
howevar, the battalion commander retained control. During the period, the :
brigade achieved a "first" in that a night airmobile operation was con=-
ducted into a suspected VC division headquarters base camp, Normal em-
ployment consisted of ropouitioning of companies followed br reconnaissance-
in force ¢perations. ,

3 Artillery Obaervation and Adjuatunt: mm.;-r
observation and adjuatmnt was conducted extensively through the use of
the O-1 airecraft. The brigade had a daily asset of one aireralt for use
during daylight hours. Night observation was conducted only when the =
operation required it. e o

4 CH-47 Resupply: Resupply missicus were flown
almost daily during the period. 217 sorties were flown lifting a total of
542.5 3/7 as follows. : | .

Artillery and ammunitions . 127

Water trailers : &
Passengers SRS B
Mixed Cargo (Chas I, II, III)

1alo lole

25,
A7 sorties
5 Organic Aviation: The thrce UH-1 and tonr OH-23

helicopters asaigned to the brigade provided ~nly a limited capability and
- therefore organic aircraft were primarily utilized to 1 the gt.ps and

meet immediate requirements.
(4) Artillery: See Annex B, Art.illery.
(5) ‘7th Support Battalion: Logistical support for M.gado

operaticns were in most cases routine. The two exceptions were on the
3lst of January and the arrival of the infantry packets in Febrwary. For’

" & detailed summary of logistical operations, Ses Annex C, Logistics.

~ (6) Engineer: Tactical eugineer support was provided by the
87th Engineer Coumpany in the form of the construction of three fire support
patrol bases and demolition teams attached to each infantry h;ttdinn.

(7) Military Police: Prior to the VC TET ottmin, the mil~
itary police support consisted primarily of brigade main bass security,
convoy escort missions, and traffic control. During the attack and the
ensuing days, the military police maintained constant perimster mrnﬂ.'lm,
security of the Detainee Collection Point, convoy security, traffic control
and o::.r basic milit.ary police functions pcrtaining to d:bd.pliu law b
and order,

8. (C) INTELLIGENCE: See Annex F, Intelligence.

9. (C) MISSION: 199th Light Infantry Brigade continues Dp-nt:l.on
UNIONTOWN to preclude rocket/mortar and/or ground attacks om LONG BINE

,and BIEN HOA; maintains brigade forces in or close to areas from which:

eneay may suuach rocket/mortar and/or ground attacks during TET ceasefire..

Operation HAVERFORD commences under diroctioq of Capital Military District..

i
i

5.
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10. (c) CONCEPT OF OPERATION: Each battalion conducts extensive ‘
patrolling and increased night surveillance in its area of operations.

The attached air cavalry troop provides continuous daylight aerial recon- .

, NS naissance of the brigade A0. Operations will be based on current intel-

| SR .. ligence and collective planning. All operations will be aimed at precluding

i b enexy rocket/mortar and/or ground attacks on LONG BINH/BIEN "HOA.*

- 1. (c) EXECUTION:

. Tactical Operations. See Annexes H and I. 4 L Y

(1) 14=24 January 1968: On 13 January units af the brigade e
were redeployed with 2/3 Inf in AO COLUMBUS, 3/7 Inf in support of the v
Capital Military District, Saigon, in AO HAVERFORD and 4/12 Inf in A0
UNIONTOWN. {Sec attached ¥aps ) Intelligence gathered prior to this
period indicated that enemy forces were planning a major attack on the
LONG BINH/BIEN HOA Complex and SAIGON. In this light, extensive small unit
g - natrols were conducted throughout the AQ during the day. These were in=
b7 .- ‘creased at night. The maximum number of LRP teams wers employed along
‘ -~ suspected enemy routes of infiltration and exfiltration. People Sniffer
" missions. were {lown during the early morning and early evening hours. 4
Troop, 3/17 Air Cav provided oontinnous asrial reconnaissance within the:
AQ a.nd quter rocket belt.

(2) Very little ccntact was made witia enemy forces; hwever s
1% was evident that the enemy was increasing his activity. Reconnaissance
. in force operations revealed through the discovery of base camps and newly
used trails, that the number of enemy in the area was incrming. L

L eran e it w0 %

» .b.. Tactical Operations. See. Anna.es J and K,

S R ‘ BT (1) 25-30 January 1968' At approximately 1200 hours on 2h :

RS A e January, the 2/3 Inf terminated its operations:in AO COLUMBU'S and commenced.

... |~ operations in AO UNIONTOWN. This realignment of forces strengthened the
b

. defensive posture of the ‘brigade in.preparation for the possible TET of-
.. fensive, Meneuver units continued to conduct extensive day and night
: .- patrols. ~Sightings of snd contacts with small groups of VC and other signs o
i . of enemy activity increased during this period. Continuous patrolling of ey
e potential rocket launch sites was elfected in such a manner as to avoid '
S , utabliohing a rocognizabh pattern. -

# B (2) SeoAnnax?torfunhorintemgenco.
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. e 30 Jan=02 Feb 68: TN ~'!'ﬁmghout-hnmry 1ntel- LN
ligence reports indicated a poseiblc rockot./mrt.ar and ground attack ' o
against LONG BINH/BIEN HOA Complex. On the night of 30 January elements
of the 199th Brigade were disposed to counter either rocket/mortar of .
ground offensives. The following sequence of svents took phu on30Jan - -

. 02 Feb during the nm/vc attack on LONG BINK/BIEN xm.

(1) 199th elements were deployed as ohmn at ovu'hy.

. (2) A&t 302310 January, H and I fires from Battery C, z/z.o
Artillery caused a secondary explosion at YT 042226,  This explosion was
observed by the 2nd Platoon, Company E, 4/12 Infantry, which was patrol-
ling nearby and the Company Command Group. Additional artillery fire s

requested and delivered. The 2nd Platoon was assigned the mission ta

. search the site of the secondary explosion. At 2320, Spooky (AC-47) ,

was requested to provide illumination and mini-gun support and was on
station at 2345. At 310020, the 2nd Platoon arrived in the vicinity of

the secondary explosion and. stopped to listen and observe. The platoon
reported hearing a large number of enemy in the ares. Additional artillery

- fires were requested. The 3rd Flatoon moved to link up with the 2nd Platoon.

Meanwhile, the L4th Platoon moved to the Company CP and arrangements were:
made for the company to move to the 2nd Platoon location. Spooky continued
support until approximately 0045 hours, expending more than 15,000 rounds )
of mini-gun ammunition on the target area. By this time, all brigade
units wore on "Red" alert status. ‘ . : :

(3) In another area of the brigade A0, Team 37, 5lst Inf
(LRP) reported a sighting of 0 VC moving east of its position, vicin-
ity of YT 085136. The enemy were running and carrying small arms-and
automatic weapons. Time was 0105. A Troop, 3/17 Air Cav was called upon
to send a light fire tean (I.FT) to Team 37's position. Spoolvm also
request.od.

S (1.) Shortly. after omo, Company c (<), m wmm, 12th -
Infantry, the Brigade Ready Reaction Force located at Fire Support Patrol =
Base (FSPB) CONCORD, along with seven Armored Cavalry Assault Vehicles

. (ACAV) of D Troop, 17th Cavalry were ordered to move to link up with Team
37.. The reaction force consisted of 44 men and seven ACAV's.: At OlL3,

itmha]dattheroadjmctioninthevicinityotnm
(5) At 0230, Company E (-), a/mmmmthozm

R Platocz. An estimated 200-300 enemy continued their activities in the area.

PR
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{6) At 0300, NVA/VC located in the vicinity of YT 0456226

- ',,launéhed five to seven 122:mm rockets. Artillery fire was called and resuned
* - at 0310, Also a Forward Air Controller (FAC) and air strikes were re— .
" quested. Company A, 4/12 Inf moved to establish a blocking position clong

enemy escape routes.. The 2nd and 4th Platoons of Company B, 4/12 Inf moved
‘to set up blocking positions in the vicinity of YT 115203. At the same
time, C/4/12 and D/17 were moving east along “he highway toward Team 37.

" Several enemy mortar rounds impacted along the road which parallels the
. northwest portion of the brigade main base perimeter. This is also the
"location of the brigade helipad. The brigade aviation section personnel
- and a People Sniffer team from the 503rd Chemical Detachment were pinned.
" 'down by incoming small arms fire.  In anticipation of a possible ground . °
. attack on the brigade main base, a provisional rifle company had been "
- created from personnel in the 7th Support Battalion to act as a reaction -

force to bolster the brigade perimeter defense. A portion of this ‘company

" was sent to the area of the helipad to suppress the attacking force. On

the north side of the perimeter small arms fire was received from an
unknowvn number of VC who wers located in the huts and houses of HO NAI

" village which hugs the base perimejer. The r.rimeter defense reacted

quickly and saturated the area with small arms and automatic weapons fire ‘

. to silence th. ememy action. At approximately 0302, the NVA/VC launched a
-7 122um rockets from the vicinity of YT 098160. However, the LFT and Spooky . .-
" supporting Team 37, were practically on top of the- launch site at the .
instant the rockets were launched, destroying it with rockets and mini~-guns. -
At 0308, Company B, 2/3 Inf was directed to move and establish a blocking -
 position at YT 090160, At 0320, the NVA/VC launched two~Yive more 122mm
rockets from the vicinity of YP 066228 and YT 088237. At 0345, C/4/12 and

D/17 reached the road junction just south of Team 37's position and moved
north, - At 0355, FAC'arrived on station at E/L/12 position.

Seto 0 cowmpRNmAL .
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‘ ~ (7) G/4/12 and D/17 moved northward and almost immediately
‘came in contact with a small group of VC maming a 12.7m heavy machine S
gun. ‘l'hc point squad identified and charged the position, killing all V& - .- .
“—  and deptroying the machine gur. Several unemy were located in a house RO
and fired a RPG rocket which hit and damaged one of the ACAV's. PFour Srew - = ;.
. pembers were injured., The enemy in the house wereengaged with small arms RS
g and M-79 grenade launchers. The house caught fire and after burning ror
f - several minutes was totally destroyed by a secondary explosion. A .

', (8) At the time this action took place, the LONG BDN Antru-
‘ _ nition Depot received small arms fire., LFT and Spooky wers on ststion and :
o saturated the suspected enemy locations with rockets and mini-guns. One -
! S platoon of C/4/12, 199th Security Platoon (=), five ACAV's from D/17 Cav -
g L : and one ARVN infantry platoon had been positioned to securs the POW Com~ .
P oo pound located at YT 039124, At OL15, this security force received small
ERT - arms and automatic weapons fire. A LFT was requested and on statior in .

' " a matter of minutes. Enemy activity was silenced. At 0450, air strikés

’ were conducted in the area of the rocket laurch site morth of ths rives, :

- By OL55, c/:./xz and D/17 were in heavy contact with at least a htnlinn

(9) Company B, 2/3 Inf which had becoms OPCON 4/12 Inf at
, 0400, was moving south on the road to link up with C/4/12. Company E,
i . " 2/3 Inf, OPCON 4/12 Inf, which was working the area to the west of FSFB
HI o CONCORD, was subssquently moved to provide security for the FSFB. ’

et
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: (10) At 0500, ‘a portion of Battalion Headquarters and Com=~ el
panies A and C, 2/47 Infantry became OPCON to the 195th. This force was .
_ ‘southeast of HO NAI and was directed to proceed to and link up with C/4/12.
-\_ - Bf2/3 Inf continued to move south toward C/L/12. Due to heavy fighting,
; © it was necessary for C/L/12 to regroup, reorganize and dustoff wounded
ke o personnel. At this time, a total of seven men from Company C and four
R “men from D/17 had been wounded. o

‘ : (11) During the period of time from che initial sighting of
 NVA/VC activities, LFT's from A Troop, 3/17 Air Cav were flying the skies ;
" over the battlefield. At one time during the fighting, all gunships of = .
T : ‘A Troop had been hit from enemy fire, however the A Troop elements con~ -
o tinued to pour rcund after round into eneny locations.,  Additional gunship
- © support was obtained from II Field Force Headquarters. . . y

(12) . At 0615, C/4/12 initiated another attack northward along
‘the road, LFT was in support. At about the same time, 4/12 Inf elements
. located at the POW Compound received small arms and automatic weapons fire
"' once again. A IFT supporting the action scored direct hits on the enemy o
T .- locetions resulting in two secondary explosions. A second air strike was =~ =~
.. . conducted in the area of E/4/12. C/4/12 continued to push forward and . :
" received enemy mortar fire. The enemy mortar position wos destrovet and.
" the momentum of the attack carried C/L/12 onward. Once again C/4/12was -
. de¢isively engaged. Heavy small arms fire was received from both .he east
and west. The enemy was in a creek bed on the west and in a cemetery on
“the east. C/4/12 moved to close with the enemy in the creek bed.

s

C (13) At the POi7 Compound, two ACAV's and 10 ARVN soldiers
conducted a patrocl to the north of the compound. The patrol killed 12 VC
“and found many VC bodies killed in earlier action, wea «wa, grenades, web .
" equipment ‘and drugs. Company C, 2/3 Inf moved to a location east of HO
" NAI village to establish a blocking position along Highway l. Company &, -
- 2/3 Inf began to move. to: establish a blocking position to the northeast of . = -

L off12. o v
R - (14) At approximately 0715, the northwest and south portions.
~ of the brigade perimeter received small arma fire., At 0730, an ammuni=
" tion pad of the LONG BINH Ammunition depot expivded. Small arms fire
- inereased on the southern side of the psrimeter. The Sapper unit that had
. set the satehel charge at the depot had plunned to use the gorge running
_ along the southern ~dge of the base perimeter as an escape route, however,
-they wera detected and taken under fire. Artillery, located on the main
base, fired direct fire into the area along with air strikes and gunshipys
wiich saturated the area with rockets and machine gun fire for aluost two: - -
- hours. . . -
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(15) 'C/L/12 withdrew trom the point of contact to permit a
LFT to engage the enemy in the cresk ved and cemetery with machine gun
and rocket fire. At 0800, 2/47 Inf elements linked up with C/4/12.
Company B, 2/3 Inf was in a blocking position at YT 082143. At 0815,
C/4/12 and 2/47 elements attacked northward. C/4/12 was on the west of
the road and 2/47 was on the east with the APC's from 2/47 on the road.
All the ACAV's of D/17 Cav remained as a reserve force. The attack was

‘80 aggressive that enemy forces withdrew to the north. In doing so, they
-encountered the B/2/3 blocking force. A/2/3 continued to move towaid its

blocking position on the northeast. An enemy force at the cemstery was
engaged and destroyed after an hour long battle. Seven POW's werd cap- -
tured, Air strikes were called in on the enemy positions. The IFT's
engaged the enemy in front of the sweeping force. The mnemy forces were

trapped between the advancing friendly forcea and the bhcld.n; force.

* (16) Enemy actnn.ty ceased in the /12 area and the company

comnenced a’ sweep of the rocket. launch site. The following items werse o

found,
(a) 35 S-man fighting positions 2' x 10% % &'
(b) SO 2-man fighting positions 5' x 2' x &' .
(¢) 4 12.7mm HMG positions ‘
(d) 12 rocket launch sites
{e) A large number of M-79 gremdo hmchor rounds
(£) 47 v KIA (BC) .
(g) 1 AK- 50 Rifle
(h) Numerous canteens, pistol belts, sandals and hlood
trails.

(17) E/4/12 completed its search of the arsa and pursued the
enemy forces but was unable to make contact with them, The company con-=
tinued to search and sweep the area until about 1600 at which time it set
up for the night. Ambushes were established along the Dong ld. B.‘I.nnto
:I.ntercopt infiltrators. i

(18) By uoo, /12 and 2/47 elements had nnhd up vith the
blocking force, B/2/3. A was in position and -had made contact with an-
unknown size enemy rorce. er continued tostrafe f,he enexy pouitiona.

' (19) At 1505, C/4/12 and B/2/3 moved sout.h and established
a night defensive perimeter.

(20) At 2200, B/2/3 had contact with 60-80 VC who were ate

' tempting to probe the company perimeter. Two LFTis were dispatched to the

area and supported the action. Contact continued until appraximately Q1CO
hours. At 2355, elements of the llth ACR arrived and assumed mpouihil—

ity for the POW Compound defense.

(21) Results of actions on 31 January wers as followst 8 IB
KIA, 54 US WIA: Enemy Losses: 527 VC KIA (BC), 200 VG KIA (Poss), 30 m.
42 Detainees, 78 small arms and 68 crew served wupcns captured.. ‘
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"(22) Acticns of the 199th Brigade units ot LONG BINH on o

. l'ebmary consisted primarily of mop up operctions. 4/4/12 remained in
- its blocking position and conducted sweecps in the area. B/4/12 conducted

platoon sweeps in the vicinity of FSPB HOTZL, E/4/12 continued search
and destroy operations in its area of operations. At 0900, c/a/:z searched

- the houses in HO NAI village with negative results. At 1410, C/L/12 re-

" ‘turned to the position it had occupied the previous night. At 1600, the

lst Platoon and five ACAV's of u/1l7 joined the company. They had previously

been aecuring the POW Compound. C/i./12 established a n:l.ght dotensive posi—

;tion in the vicinity of IT 0831&1.

(23) A/2/3 remained in its blccking position. Troop G, 2nd

| Squadron, 1lth ACR replaced C/2/L7 elements at 1211. hours. B/2/3 conducted

reconnaissance in force with C/4/12, D/17 Cav (-) and G/2/11 ACR. There

were no major contacts with enemy forces until 2030 hours. C/4/12 observed -

movenent to the south and southeast. Small arms fire was received from the
north. The enemy was engaged in all three locations with small arms and
M-79 fire. Defensive concentrations were fired. Spooly and o LFT arrived
on the scene and saturated the area with mini-gun and rocket fire. Still

ths righting continued. C/2/3 and G/2/11 were ordered to the area of cone _'
. tact. Air sirikes were called in. Contact continued until about. 0200, :

S c/2/3 rom 100. VC. KIA: (nc) as a result of air strikes and m snpport..

: (21.) At 0800 on 02 Pebruary, C/4/12 swept the area of the
prev:'uous night's contact. A and B , 2/3 Inf conducted a search of HO NAI -

" village. One platoon, D/17 Cav, provided a screen to the north. At 1023 -

B/2/3 received 50 Cal. fire frém an unknown size VC force, dug in on both
sides of a creek. B/2/3 withdrsw and air strikes were called in. G/2/11

. and C/2/3 conducted.reconnaissance in force to the northeast of B/2/3 and

then swept toward the southwest to the area of contact. After another air

strike and artillery. was tired, the contant. terminated..

~ (25) At ]300, 02 February, e 199th Brigade becane OPCON to

 the 101st ABN Div. 3/7 Inf remained in support of Capital Military District
* 4n SAIGON. 2/3 Inf continued reconnaissance in force operations in the . -

. -area of the morning eontact. Thers were no further contacts with enenw
i‘orcuonOZFcbmsry , . v _

s (27) Cumulative reaults for the period 31 Jan 02 Feb 68 as
follows: 9 US KIA, 78 US WIA, 1 AFC destroyed, 5 APC's camaged: Enemy

 ‘losses: 775 VC KIA (BC), 200 VC KIA (Poss), 47 POW,. 65 Detainees, 86

mumandwcmsmedmpona captured.
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d. 31 Jan - 02 Feb - SAIGON:

i (1) Barly on the morxﬂng of 31 J;muary, intelligence reports

received by the 3rd Battalion, 7th Infantry located in AO HAVERFORD, indi- -

cated that large rumhers of VC were moving toward SAIGON and soms actiors

, within SAIGON had already begun. All planned operation in HAYERFORD were
cancelled and 3/7 Inf elements .were alerted for possible movement to SAIGON.

At 0808, CMD ordared 3/7 Inf to send one company to the PHU THO Racetrack
and secure the area.’ : ’

C (2) Company A, 3/7 Inf and eight ACAV's from D/17 Cav moved o
. to SAIGON using Highway 4 as a route of advance. Approximately. six

blocks from the racetrack, heavy automatic weapons fire was received from
VC firing from roof tops and houses along the street. A4/3/7 deployed
immediately and slowly inched its way forward. Sniper fire increased and
many Vietnamese civilians, killed by the Viet Coug, were found lying dead
in the strests. ' , :

(3) As A/3/7 moved forward, one POW was captured. Progress
continued for two more blocks when a company size enemy force engaged the
advaneing elements with a hail of small arms, automatic weapons and rocket
fire. Two more VC companies joined the battle. The command track of the
cavalry platoon was hit by rockets, killing the platoon leader and two of
the crewman. The company medics and truck drivers. aided by the bhattalion
Chaplain began evacuation of the wounded. Many of the wounded personnel
refused to be evacuated and remained to fight. On several occasions, .
friendly forces had to hold their fire to allow hundreds of civilians to

" pass through the area to areas of safety. A platoon of VC, using civilians

as a human shield, rushed one of the M-60 machine gun positiuns. The
attack failed. The enemy suffered heavy casualties and began to withdraw.

(4) By 1300, the advancing force had moved to within two

‘blocks of the racetrack. The lead elements were engaged in house to house
- fighting. Gunships were called in to make mini-gun and rockst runs om the -
enemy positions. The VC broke and withdrew to the racetrack. The VC were-

dug in behind concrete park benches and had heavy weapons located in con-
crete towers on the spectator stands inside the racatrack. The initial
attack by triendly forces was repelled by the VC. A4/3/7 withdrew, re~
grouped and attacked the racetrack from the southeast. Gunships and M106
Recolless Rifle fire suprorted the attack. The volume of fire place on
vhe enemy forced the VC to acatter and flee the area. By 1630, A/3/7

had secured the racetrack. At approximately 1830, B and C Companies,

3/7 Inf were airlifted into the racetrack to establish the battalion for-

ward Command Post,
(5) Company E, 3/7 Inf remained at BINH CHANH to securs the

FSPB. It was later reinforced by B and C Companies, 5th Battaliom, 60th

Infantry (Mechanized). In the late evening, the FSFB came under ensmy
attack. The VG attacked with small arms, automatic weapons, M=79, rockets,
recoiless rifle and mortar fire. The Battery Commander, B Battery, 2/40

- Artillery reported a recoiless rifle located in a tall concrete house.
- Artillery fired direct fire and destroyed the position. The gun crews,
"while under heavy fire, continued to engage counter-mortar targets.

Elements of the 2nd Platoon, 87th Engineer Company and battalion clerks
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and ness personnel moved into perimeter positicns and began pla.cing fire
on: the eneay. The volume of fire received from the artillery, nflenen

. APC's forced the VC to wit.hdraw.

(6) On O February, B and C Companies, 5/60 Inf moved to
the racetrack. VYC elements were reported to be regrouping a few blocks -
to the northwest of the racetrack. 3/7 Inf comaenccd a search and sweep
operation in the area utilizing B and C Companies, 3/7 Inf and B.and C
Cowpanies, 5/60 Inf.. A/3/7 and D/17 Cav remained in defensive positions
at the racetrack. B and C Companies, 3/7 Inf moved and swept the area
south and west of the racetrack. B/ 5/60 madc contact with an unknown size
VC force approximately 1000 meters west of the racetrack. The VC were
‘positiored in a grave yard. A company size VC force using HMG's and
rockets ambushed tlhe last three APC's of B Company. Two ‘were destroyed
and one heavily damaged. Cne of the APC's was on fire, but the crew
continued to place fire on the enemy so that wounded and dead could be
evacuated. C/5/60 was ordered to the area of contact. After a lenghty
battle, the VG were forced to withdraw. '

(7) A second vc force attacked t.he west side of the racetrack.
The perimete‘ defense quickly returned the fire. The defending forces

- hrought all their fires to bear on the VC. B and C Companies, 5/60 Inf

moved back to the racetrack and their added firepower drove the vc frou

. thelir positions and broke the a.ttack on the racetrack. -

S W (8) OnOZI'ebruary, 7Intcontinuedtosveepthas;eaina‘

mopping up ope'ra.t.ion and found many Viet Cong bodies and equipment in the

-area of coatact. It appeared that the VC had withdrawn .'m defeat a.nd had

giver np the PHU THO Racetrack. v
; (9) Results of the actions during 31 Jan - 02 Feb were as

v ’:fo]lovjta:: 7 US KIA, 43 US WIA, 3 AFC's destroyed and 26 APC's damageds -
" Enemy lLosgess 178 Ve KIA (Bc), 7 POW, 17 Detainees and 9 small arms
~  captured, ’ .

'CUNHUEN“AL .
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Z‘ 6. 03 = 07 February -~ LONG BINH/SAIGON:

~ 7' (1) 199th elements at LONG BINH continued reeomisunce in
© ¢ force operations to clear the local area. Many dead NVA/VC, equipment and
N supplies were found scattered throughout the area. Small groups of VC

who had been hiding since the 31 January attack attempted to withdraw from-
; _ . the area. Due to extensive patrolling efforts and constant asrial reconn=
N : _aissance, these groups were rapidly detected. OPCON of the 199th Brigade
Yo« to the 1Clst ABN Div terminated on 07 February. 3ra "madm, 1lth ACR
(-) became OPCON to the 199th.

U R - (2) Results of actions during the period: 7 US WIA: mem'
. Losses: 66 VC KIA (BC), 8 POW, 15 Detainees, 27 small arms and ll erew
aerved weapons captured.

2 (3) . 3/7 Infantry continued operations in SAIGON to secure
; the PHU THO Racetrack. On DL February, 3/7 Inf terminated operations in
SAIGON and moved back to BINH CHANH ton conduct operations in that area.
Por the next two days, 3/7 Infantry made contact with eneur forces while .
conducting reconnaiaoance in force operations. -

- (4) Results of actions during the poriodx s Us m, 38 US
WIA: Eneay losses: 59 VC KIA (BC), 6 POW, 1 Detaines, 11 szall arms and

2 crew served weapons captured.
f. 08 - 19 February - LONG BINH/SAIGON:

- _ 1) On 09 February, the 199th elements wers redeployed.
7 4" Because of newly initiated VC activity in SAIGON, 3/7 Inf was ordered to
secure the PHU THO Racetrack. 2/3 Inf was airlifted from LONG BINI to

BINH CHANH. 4/12 Inf and 3/11 ACR (~) continued operations at LONG BINH.

(2) 11 February- SAIGON: 3/7 Inf elements conducted recon=
naissance in force operations. At _approximately 1515 bhours, Company D ‘
. received small arms fire from an estimated VC company. Company B and 2nd
" Platoon, D Troop, 17th Cavalry reiniorced. Artillery supported. After .
. thres hours of heavy fighting, the contact was terminated leaving 5 US KIA
- and 12 US WIA. Enemy losses wers 24 VC KIA (Bc),zm,md'lmllam

wea.pona captured.

(3) 12 February-BINH CHANH: 2/3 Inf, while conducting recon=
naissance in force operations had sporadic contact with eneamy forces. At
approximately 1020 hours, Company A discovered a large weapons cache con-

" taining 68 small arms, L crew served weapons, 148 82 mortar rounds and -

27,800 7.62 mm rounds. Twelve VG were killed during the day.

(lo) VG activity at LONG BINH and SAIGON had significantly
decreased to the point that very few contacts wers made. However, 199th
olmnt.a ruuined in a high state of readiness. C

 (5) ' 13 Pebruary - BINH CHANH: At 1320, Company B, 2/3 Inf’
uncovered an enesy base camp capturing 9 small arms, 20,440 rounds of
small arms ampunition, 130 RPG-7 rockets, 195 B-40 rockets, 7 RPG-? rocket
. lsunchers, 1.1.2 tons of demolitions and 217 gremdes. S
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N " (6) 16 FebrZry - BIM CEANEH: it 1130, Company D, 2/3 Inf
made contact with am unkuowm size v"' forcs. Company By 2/3 Inf wos aive

lifted into the area of contact o 1-"09 hours and came under heavy eanemy
fire. A%t 1722, Company A, 2/3 In 8 airlifted 4o join the fight. The
VC fore-~ was eatinated to %2 a batmalion, vell dug in. Three immediate
air strikes were called in on ihe ememy pcoitiovs. Artillsry, 1#T'a and.
Spooky supported. Contact tc:minated. at 2047 hours.

. (") Resuliz ~f the astiom on 16 February: 3 TS m, 11 Us
WIA. Enomy Lossess 61 ¥ KIA (5¢), 3 small arus captured.

- (8) 17 = 19 February: Elements of the trigade continued

- recornaissance ir force operations at LONG BINH, SAIGON and BINY CHANH on

" 17 Pebrwary. Ccntaot with enenmy forces was very light. On 18 February' o

. 2/3 Taf becums OFCON to the 9th Infantry Division and continued operations -

" in BIUE CHAUE. 2/7 Inf terminated operation in SAIGON and moved to LONG
BINE. 2/3 Zxf remajned in BINH CHANH on 19 Febrmry. 3/7 Inf, 4/12 Inf
and 3/11 ACR(-~) continue?® rsconnaissance in force operation in the LONG
BINH/BIZY HOL area with n:;nt:.ve aeneny contact.

120 {C) RESUITS: A swmary of significant resultant atatist‘ca is
" listed & A..nn,c G ‘*'.;:‘.3‘:-...-..,
43, () SHECTAL POUTEL'D_aND THCTMIQUES: People Sniffer-Merpack

‘Povsonnel Dovecter B-63 (Misdified for airbornme use) The 199th Brigade‘s
- 50324 Chemical Detashment conducted people sniffer nmissions during the
"..period 14 Januazy to 17 Ferruary 1368, identifying 264 notspots of probe
" able enemy activities. Tha psople sniffer enjoy=d -everal successes- :.dent-., :
ﬁy;ng VG bas? camps and svwolementing other intell.gence means in locai- :
“ing avess of emexy activity. The E-63 is a chemizal persamxel detector
- wn.ch samplesn the air, ut low levals, for products found in tasie humaa
preeoraacnt prmz:*.ly ezmrnia produced by perspiration). Tuo basic and .
d-si:,nc't 1y5) sissions wexe Slovn; the "Hwater-Killer™ in whick the asdome
panying 1&T imc.diat.ely eng2gds the target and the reson only miezion in
which' no toriots are engaged unless ground fira is received. The tech- - . =
niques and =cihnds of empicymuat for this additionsl intelligence to nave
. proved’ .hen‘.-a-; ;odn recant operations. - ‘ ‘ ‘ ) :
14 (L} ‘.-,ﬁ:m:‘a 1 ANALYSTIS:

—

. ‘ ne bzizade had 4uxl missions to precivds rocket/moriar a:.xd,’
or ground a' % 'k o, Long BirY - Bien Hoa, 2nd to support Capital Militaw
Distriet witi . batualion tasi forse. The zoizadz was unable to comp‘.etel;r
_prraslude ~viace a.ttac.k on Bren Hoa. Howsver, it io clear from repo*ts what
U sush attasl. w.rs moamanized oy origade ast.ouw. s Oiher agposcta o the brigade
e misaion vere ..z::’-mph.shed with maxinum enety wid ERS ok friendly‘casmlties.

o . Several important concepts were either »erined or valideizd.

(nd

these ooncey:: oo
. /{, :

CUNHDENTIAL

 , during the & *a covered by this report. The following briefly swmariza = D
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~ i (1) Night afrmobil, gesenlts. This type of operation is
‘ oxtromely complicated and ‘hazardous. 1t involves serious risks both for

personnel. and materiei. Its usa should be limited tc those situations in

which there hag besn an opportunity for thorough area .econnaissance and

in vhich there is definitive information regarding the target. Such a.

situation presemted itself during the Tet offensive. Intelligence -

~ veported the locaiion of the 5th VC Division Headgquarters at a temporary

. halt during s sucoession of moves. The reporied position was within the
brigade A0 and the terrain in the vicinity was such that thore was capab-
ility to execute a night insertion. Further, at the location of ths ready
reaction compaty, there was a kmown pickup zone. Unier this combination
of circumstances, the brigade was able to move the company by air. The
air movement was successi{ully completed, and the sweep > the area in
question wos also accomplished without mishap. The fact that the besic
report was in error is not the important consideration. The feasibility
of air night assaults was eatablished, and briade techn:.ques fn: '

- accomplisiment of such assualts were enhanced. )

(2) Comntex rocke"‘(narfa* aurye wm The

- brigade =ission dictated the surveillance of approximately 35 kilomters et
rocker telt arsa znd a ~omparable mortar telt area. To accomplish this
along with oth.r tastizal miesiors, the brigade had available two battalions,
and artillery H und I fires. Aerial surveillance was accomplished by ths:
uge of aere gtouts of the air cavelry troop on first and last light wmiassions
along with daylight scoubting missions. Ground operations were closely
coordinated with artiliery H and I fires. Night patrolling in platoon size
insrements was sy oriented as to allow company elements to reinferee within
reasonable tima. Areas roypregenting likely rocket positions were identified.
Patrol plans wexe daveloped to provide maximum coverage without developing

a pattern. Artillery fire was placed on these areas which were not ‘
covered by patrol activities. It was a combination of patroel action and
artilleory firas which resulted in the destruction of rocket position- almost
simultaneously with the launching of the first salvo. Another surveillance
agency, FAC who was airborne during the night, was able to br!.ng immediate
fire in on the third rocket position.

: (3) CRIE Platoan. A Combined Recomnaisance :mtelligwa Platoon
was needad to provide the main base early warning at the time that the VC
initisted the Tet offonsize. This had not been accomplished and the VC wore
able to irfiltzate +he Honai village because ths brigade had little intell-
igence from the village itcelf. During the course of the 0"“ensive, a
platoon was formed, composed of RVN personnel ard a rifle platoon of Brigade
BHC. . The missicn of tho combined force was to provide surveillance of and
" intelligence regardirg Eonai village, and to counduot roving patrols and
ambugshes to preclude V¢ infiltration. The platoon was of particul r value
because of the proximity of the village to brigade main base. Its value -
wuld appeax to decrease if the location of ths village wers mors remote
. from the main base. Ly providing this combired force with adequate communie
~ dcations and weapons, to include the M-T79, a force with a limited reastion -
- ecapability and staying power was created. Because of this, the seourity of

ths base was enhanced. S,
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COMETIAL
(I.) Use of ILRRP's as a countor scpoper force. The, concent of

v TBRP enployment visualizes & long-range recomnaissance function. It was

und that the LRRP's could be very profiizbly employed as & part of .nternal |

‘screen against sappers in the long Binh a.ca. This involved positicning

LRRP teams within the external screen provided by the mission battalion and
perxitied interdiction of routes of ingress and egress for- sapper units.

Tt is believed that sapper activities were reduced to the minimum by this
employment technique. During the period subsequent to the main attack ot o
3: January, reports indicated that the VC's iatention was to attack Long
Binh post by sappers. Contacts between LRRP elements and small parties

of YC indicated that the VC were atteapting to move to areas within the

- Lang Binh complex where demolition materials probably were in caches.

These indications were further substantiated by swecps which uncovered VC
areas containing significant smounts of demolition materia.ls.

(5) Decentralization of clearance suthority fow nrtilleg Q;g g

‘ Rapid clearance of artillery fires is essential in the defemse. Obtaining

his clearance is particularly difficult in the Bien Hoa/Long Binh areas..

‘ Based‘ on experience, decentralizing clearance authority to the operating

battalion level provides the most rapid response. Centralized control

‘zauses unacceptable delays. This was demonstrated by one situation in

o

" which more than 50 minutes were required to get clearance from an adjacent

arganization which employed centralized clearance procedures. If decente
ralization is employed, information as t> the.exact location of friendly
forces must be dissemingted.

L e argeages VUL TN




S

" FOR THE COMMANTER:

AVFBC-RE-E (15 Apr 63) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Combat Operations Aftex Action Report

4, mumm, APO San Frencisco 96266 ,10 mma ‘

_'1"0: Aasistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Dopa.ztamt of the

w' u”hington, D.C. 20310 ;

The attached after action report for the 199th Inranm Br:lgade (Sepa.rate)
(Light), Operation Long Binh/Seigon TZT Campaign, is forwarded in accord=

"ance with MACV Dir 335-8, 1 September 1967, subjects conbat Operations

After Action Reports (MACV J3-32(K-1)).
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Amex B, Artillery, After Action Report, LONG BINA/SAIGON TET Campaign
1. (C) Artillery Supports - ,
, . a, Artillery support was mrovided to the 199th »Brigadc's elczonta
" -by the 2nd Battalio , 40th Artillery. In order to insure extentive support,
the battalion established liaison and ~lose coordination with other artillery
mits. During the period 14 Jan to 19 Jan 1968, the 24 Battalion, 40th |
- Artillery coordinated artillery fires and supported or amswered calla for , »
V (1) TUS Elements
{a) 199th Infentry Brigade
"(b) MACV Headquarters
' (¢) II Field Force Artillery 3
(d) 101st Adrborns Division
(o) 2d Battalion, 13tk Artillery
(£) 7th Battalion, 8th Artillery
. (2) Republic of Vietnam Elements
' (a) ARVN elements and advisors at Tan Uyen

(b) Regional Force/Popular Force Units in A0 and Binh
Chanh o .y

" (c) Dong Nai Sensitive Area Command
(d) TIT ARVN Corps Headquarters
(3) Australian Task Force
b, Task Organization of Artillery

A Battery, 2/40th Arty s 2/3 Inf

B Battery, 2/40th Arty ‘D8 3/7 Int ,
C Battery, 2/40th Arty . DS L2 I e
A Eattery, 2/40th Arty DS 3/7 Inf (9«17 Feb)

B Zattery, 2/40th Arty DS /7 Int (9-17 Pab)

c. The artillery displaced %c tha following pgsitions in order
to effect maxizum coverage of the Rrigade‘s arsas of opdration: At tka .
‘be of this veporting period Bn Hg (-; wes &% I7 076122; 4 Baitaery, -
40th Artillery et YT 206125; B Battery, 2/40%h Artillery at XIS 712795;
' - G Battery, 2/40th Artillery at YT 032172. , , ,

N




G Battery (-s TP 10207 HOTEL = A Jan68 - Comvoy

A Battery (- YT 102207 |HOTEL - 24 Jan 68 - . Convoy
‘Aht‘m(-.’ IT 076122. Canp Frensell- ?A~Jan~68"‘; Convoy:

' Chattery (-) YT 03AT2 CONCGRD -2, Jmé8 . Comvay
. Battery (=) 1/83 IT 102207 HOTEL | T ZJan 68 - ' In Looatiom”
"BBattory(-) 18 SATONRACE 3 Feb 68  Comvoy . -

BBattery(-; XS TZM95 IDNERNEDP 4 Teb 68  Comvoy
-:lBa.ttery (=) ITdZ6122 Camp Frenzell- 7 Feb 68 Convoy

Bl.ttery (-) 1/83 Released  HOTEL : 7 Feb 68 " In Location -
L From OPCON S , ,
" A Battery IS 796950 Ton Son Nmt 9 Feb 68 CH-47 o

cmtury(-) YT 076122 Camp Frengzell- 9 Fedb 68 . Comwoy .

3
+ .

e

¥

PRI S L FEST T IS T2 171 S L)

i Uﬁnntionotlrtﬂlory
o .V(l) mammtozmuumct. e
S (@) mmmmmpmmmmmmmmw-xmcum
(3) Dizectfnointoclouinowlmum.‘ '

e (1) Muompsorumtooonmnﬂnmmdddmrpuuto o
‘ ; -.ctual uirmbﬂe unults. ;

(5) Boconbyrirorormmuvorolmnta.

S (6) Defensive concentrations were’ ixrbegro:bod into wtlr phnl nnd
" were mod to support doroms.va positions. -

E S (7) M'a,am“maﬁmmmdmmtmmmmm
. locations, trails, atrem andothnrlihlsamcu of movement.,. .

SR o (8) mm,mummm,ummmmm

9 Prwu.oo missions for mung ot hfautry forvard oburnn.
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S IR Artillory ammunition expenditure was as fonma: — e
| 0 LON BN (4 Jan- 02Reb 68) AR
~ . gssIons EE W IR
. Support 235 €721 MY Tk
Ealls 1536 2020 137 - . 0
{ 'LONG BINE (02 - 07 Feb 68) _‘ |
L MISSIONS ~ HE ® o .
: . Support éa 1077 32 on
Rl 9% 190 o -~ o . - .
LONG BINH (07 Feb - 19 Feb 68) ; o
‘MISSTONS  ER W oL
f Support 12 0 1, 9. . 0
BLI's 36 500 50 0

: S S sueom/axmcam(n'mtary,usan-;??ma) .
. . gsow B W D&
"r.. Armmnition expended was as follows: '

" (1) LONG BIN/SAIGON (14 Jan = 19 Peb 68)

MISSIONS HE B m

o Swuey Q)

. suppart 72T L4706 102 4355
B&I's 3308 oL 18T 3%
f © (2) The total figures for all operations oouiucted from
E , ]J. J'an 17 Feb 68: ‘
, ; T MISSTONS BB B I
. | _ 4,035 19,097 1,208 430
! ‘ o v . ) g. Eneiy Losses from Artillerys ' :’
S . ¥C KA (0) 123 P
[ i B , vc m (poss) 35 4
' : i5 '
. b S Bunkera (Dest) 21
- 4. ‘ i © Mil Struct (Dest) 3.
- U Sampans (Dest) R
16
34,
4
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2. (C) Asalysis
a. The movement and positioning of the a.rtinery was pr:.mrﬂy

dictated by the area of operations of the supported unit. Exceptions to

this were Fire Support Base HOYEL, YT 102207, and the positioning of tubes
on the Brigade Main Base, (BMB), Camp Frenzell-Jones, FSPB HOTEL was

| established to provide direct support to the supported unit and to cover
. infiltration and exfiltration in the northern portion of the A0, The -

tubes at Main Base, (BMB), were positionsd for defense of the: Long Binh
area and A0 South Uniontwn. '

) b. mr:lng the attack on 31 Jan and 1 Feb thers were several
unusual fire missions. Both C Battery and A Battery (-), at one point,
were required to fire three missions simultaneocusly. Also, C Battery
was firing a recon by fire mission at the time the enemy launched rocksts
on II FFORCEV Headquarters area. The observer saw the launching and
shifted fire on*o the area. More than fifty VC were KIA and all remaining

. rockets were .destroyed by this mission,
. ¢s Target acquisition and surveillancs contimues to be limiting -

factors, The battalion fired on every target provided by SLAR, People

"Sniffer, Red Haz» and Agent Reports. Surveillance after firing was not -

possible, Another means of target acquisition employed during this period

" was the TPSI/25 Radayr operated by the 10lst Division Artillery. When the

TPSI/25 acquired a target, the 101st notified the 4/12 Infantry TOC at
FSPB Concord, YT 032172. The artillery LNO would coordinate the 2/40th
Artillery Q4 Radar to adjust mortars or artillery on the target. Sur-
veillance was conducted the next day when possible, On one occasion
blood trails and some small arms ammunition were found, The jungle
growth was too dense for an adequate search. The enemy was forced to
discontime use of a normal movement route,

d. During the 31 Jamuary attack, all illumination resources

... were being utilized to the maximum, Spooky (Flare Ship) was not able to
. £111 all requests and artillery illumination was utilized to an unusual N
.., - degree,. All batteries were firing two or three simltaneous illumination
- missions during the atta.ck. ; '

Gleara.nce of f:lres, both a:lr and ground, during the atta.ck

. was an extremaly difficult problem, The AWCC of the Dong Nai Sensitive

Area handled an unbelievable volume of clearance requests including air,

- ground and request for Spooky and gun ships. The crew at DNSA cleared

all fires without delay or confusion even during the pericd their are. was

. under heavy attack, Inexperience or shartage of qualified personnel

could have been disastercus during this period becauss most of the enemy
activity was in no fire zones and under the Bien Hoa Air Cooridor. The
current regulations prohibit firing in these areas without clearance
even when in contact, This period also vrovided an opportunity to
evaluate clearance procedures of the 2/40th Artillery in comparison to
other units of II FFORCEV and the 10lst Abn Div Artillery. The 2/40th

- Arti{llery has decentralized the clearance process., The Artill

of the maneuver battalion clears all fires (ARVN, Air, US Ground within
the AQ of the mansuver battalion. He also coordinates the clearance-
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with adjacent units within 1000 meters of boundaries. ‘Tha cleerance !
channel is from the firing vuit t> the LNO %o the AWCC and ARV clear o
ing agency. Most of II FFORCLV Artilliery units employ a similiar

decentralized system. The centralized process decreases the respomse

time. The centralized agency was unable to handle the large volume of

clearance regu:sts during peak periods of firing, Tnis cxperisnca

‘'points cut the necessity for well defined AQig for each maneuver dattaiion

or task fores with the artillery LiO operating the clearance process ‘

from the TOC of the supported unit, ' : ‘ ,

: £, Three 105mu howitzers were positioned at Cemp Frenzell- . .

Jones during most of this period to protect the Main Base, (2B), and S
~ Long Binh Post from ground attack, A direct fire plan with positions

eround the perimeter was established. Direct or indirect fire cocversge
of the perimcter from the primery firing positions was not possible because
of the buildings, towers and rolling terrain. Each howitzer section was
briefed on its direet fire location for cach contingency. Direct fire .
procedures were employed twice during this period. The 195th ARVH Company
vas raceiving sm2ll arms-and automatic weapons fire from the densely over
grown area bchind their perimeter and II FFORCEV Headquarters area vic
YT 075113. One howitzer of A Battery was displaced to the area and fired .
three White Phosphorus rounds and 20 High Explosive rounds, The encmy
was still returning fira, LIC Meyer, Battalion Commander ordered a
Bachive round be fired. One Beehive round was f4red. Enexy fire ceased
“axd the howitzer section returned to its primary position., An aix striks -
was placed on the seme target later in the day. The engineers cleared
the donse jungle growth out a few days later and reported 18 v¢ X1a (BC).
The other direct fire mission was employed from the primary firing position
against an automatic weapons position in a tower in Ho Nai Village. The .
gun scored six hits on the tower and enemy firing ceased. This mission

- was conducted at night under illumination provided by aircraft dropping

flares,

A d
o
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ce (C) Supply: The average atrength auppcrted dnring the operation. ---

SN m apwmmtely 4,500 troops. Units were resupplied by both road comvoy ;.
and army aireraft with classes of supplies coming from the 506th Fieid Cos
Depot. For a few days after the VC attack on 31 Jammary, it was necessary: =
4o drav supplies from LONG BINH Post, No combat mﬁm were: cancellrd.
duotothohckorhgiaticalmpport e ' o

’ . &, The following significant logiatiul activitiu occurrod d\nb{ S
N ‘ :Lng the operation, , Y

e : : (1) Theinfantzwbnttulionamomgmiudonlrebmary ("3
- . byGOZO,HQﬂSABPAc,ISJamm'yl%S : S

- (2) OnSa.ndIOFebmarythamcmpanypucketsmivodin ,
the Brigade., The compa.n:les were outfitted in the minimm time and pnpar-d

toroonbat. , .
(3) Thefollmdngitmotoquiwntmhtmdtoﬂu :

. . .
G s s sk et .

. Rifle, M-16 - ' 164
Machine Gun, M-60
Mortar, 8lmm’

Grenade, Launcher M-79

_ Flame thrower, PTBL
" Bayonet, Knife .
Radio, AN/PRC-25
Antenna, RC-292 -
fSuitchboard, SB-993 - .

“Radio, Squad AN/PRT=4 -
Tool Kit, Radio H
~ Receiver, AN/PRR-9-

(4) In addition to the dmy eomitmonta » the 120th 'l'rm- e v

portation Company, Light Truck Platoon moved two infantry battalions with . = - }

S o supporting artillery from one field location to anothar S:Igzd.ﬁcm L
T o o tctivities were: as follows.. TR

‘ o ~ Miloage —w—e ’u,zoa“mm-

R ‘ . TONNAZe we= 900 5/T - o
0 , : Personnsl moved == 5,500 troops : R 1

S B ' (5) mringthammensiw, cla.ssmand'chwtim
o o ~Mbythnatormt1msthemmlmm. ;

iy ,
mvﬁnuoﬁwgum

Tl s
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P . s 5




COTT —~ 7T T T
b Qs A 55
(1) Units were deployed with proscribed losds of ¥ Bations. |
P (2) Class I issusds ,
' (a) Totel ™" Rations icsued = 247 s/r ’
! (b) Total "C® Rations issued - 75 s/t :
‘ {c) Total tomnage icsucd - 322 /T .
c. Class II and IV: | o ) _ '
(1) mﬁtsdeployeduithasde.ysupplim;» . . .
: (2) . Requisitions were forwarded to Brigads Supply office :
, shere they were f£illed or back-ordered. TheBr:lge.ﬂe&:pphom,eo
: requisitiozed on the 506th. Field Depot.
s (3) Class IT end IV tmuets
(a) Total tonmage - 250 s/z
(b) Total mmber of requisitions - 205
1 4, Class ITI: ]
, (1) Type ﬁilel issued:
(&) P-4
(b) AVGAS
(c) MOGAS
- (@) DmEsEL
) (2) Total POL issued = 647,405 gallons.
2 8. .clug Vs . o ) :
(1) Brigade Ammnition Officer controlled the issue of
. ammnitian cad upits made direct pick up from the amm:.t:.on supply pointe
; TUnits maintained their load of ammuition.
- {2) Total tonnage 1ssued - 1560,66 s/t
| 'CONFIDENTIAL © ..
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2, (U) Mntenmce' : B ) )
' a. Units performed organiut:lonal utntcunc.. o
b, Direct support mnntemnco vas pertormd hw conpnny B,

"~ @. Direct support ma.intenmc'e was pertomed, as far romrd' -
as dictated by urgency of the situation, by the use of contact teams.
Additionally, direct support maintenance was perromed at the brigade main
base, , ‘ o

Tth Spt B,

3. (U) Treatment , livacuation and Hospitalizal Ca 3

‘ a. - Company C operated a thirty bed hospital ward and a dis-
pensary in support of tve 199th Infantry Brigade for 2nd echslon medical
care, - All patients are re‘.erred n'om thd.r battallon aid mtion fox-

| ; trutmnt.

b. The mjor:lty of pat:l.cnt.a seen hur this unit can be catogor:l.sd'*
as gastroentritis acute, combat fatigue, upper respiratory intoctions, S
‘venereal disease¢ and various types of ecnmnicablo diseases. v o T

' ¢, ~Seventy per cent of the pat.ianta seen dux-ing‘ the period wers
. returncd to duty, fifteen per cent ware hospitalized for approximately
four to five days at tre brigade hospital and fifteen per cent wers

L ovacuated to ivacuation ‘!ospitala. :

" b (V) salysis:

. a.v It was noted, that each unit ahould Appoint a nnitat.ion
team to conduct nnitat.ton inspections. once a:week in the brl.gado m:l.n
base and daily in the ﬁ.eld. ) .

- Malaria control progran :l.mmud to & daily dose ot Dapmc,
plus the mkly tablet of Chloroquine-Primaquine. A significant increase -
inthcmotmtimhualdmgsmmucddmm:mw E

i
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Annex D, Civie Action/PsyOps/MEDCAP, ilter Aciica Report, LONG Bn.:./sm.ax

TET Campaign.
1. (O0) civie Action:

a. Poriod 14 - 30 Jan 68: During this beriod, the u.ieade s5
Staff contimuzd to help the wictims of the [lir Fores T5 jet crash at TAY
HAI Homlet, HO NAXI Village, and partici-ated in 'l'\.-x.u zetivities with
civilians residing in the 40, The S5 iusialied -;;\‘ro 35 sallcn collapsible
water containers and insured a contimiug supvly of water after i% wes
learned that the village well had besn contaminated by the cozshe Twd
civic action projects are selacted as having particular humza i iere.- : 3
peel. On 24 Jan 68, at the hamlet of TAN XIEN #3, BIIE CHAMH District,

- GIA DINY Provincs, the S5 Staff of tae 3rd B‘.t"mhon, Tin. Infantry, dise

tributed 1,4C0 pouncs of coruedities as TIT gifts, Tae homlel chief ax
th: villagers werc very pleased, and invited the Battelica 85 Staff i-

~ returz to their hamlet during Feb 65 as guests at an appreciation dincer;

fastival end to reccive an inscribed pla.qua as an award, Oa 25 Jan 68,

the Brigade S5 Staff provided materials for decorating the DA MINH
Crphancge, i0 NAJ Village, in preparation for a TET Childrem's Party. The
muns in residence supervised the decoration of a dining area, The Brigad»
85 Staff then arrived at the orphanage with twenty gallons of Eool-Aid and
cifts of Halloween masks, candy and CARE school kits for the children.
The children accepted their gifts and then sang their thanks to the S§
Staff, The children played with members of the S5 Staﬁ, vore their masks,
and & good tinme was had by eil. :

b. Period 31 Jan - 19 Feb 68: The mission givan the S5 Staff

. during this period called for the initiation and support of social welfare

projects designed to aid 15,000 -.20,000 displaced persons generated by .
the hostilities in and near HO NMAI Village, Duc Tu District and Bien Zoe
Province, The following highlighis illusirate ths sweep of ths <ivic: :
action effort: wounded civilians were passed over the Camp Frenzell-d:.a3-
perimeter wire and treated even as hostilitles contimed; five tents were
ruised o shelter the displaced persons who had gathered at a hospiisl
and a churcayard; 20,000 p;.llons of water were delivered to the peopa.a,
and coordination was effected for the rebuilding of private houes and
public buildings damaged or destroyed during the hostilities. The '
Daputy Commander, Provoci iarshal, and ti:a S5 coordincted activities il
ths HO MAI ".Lllage and Police Chiefs abt the HO NAI Village 0ffice. m
addition, the 35 coordinated activities with the Dus Ta District Chief:
Sub=Secuor idvisor and the Bicn Hoa Pravince Chief/Secter Advisor. hs
3rd Batislion, 7th Infantry, OPCON to QD, also carried omt civic actiy:
activities Za tha SiIGC)/CHOLON arcc. _

2. (0) A resums of significant sististics of civic action follawes
! ,
a. 16,456 pq_’unds of foodstwfs dxsirivuted. !
b 50 pounds of emergency medicine dis sivated,




6,6 " e 550 bars of soap distributed. s
e | & 20,000 gallons of potahle ater distributed. |
g " e 6,000 board feet of lunber diatr:!bntod, ,
e, 1,200poundsotomubdismhnhd.

B g ,320panndaofothareomm¢bionmmmt1°n.
| © " Be 5 tents raised for accomodation of displaced refugess.
| 1. 3 schools vhitewashed. EEE

Jo 2 TET parties,

ke 138 6n vahiclo bridge consh:ncted.

" 1. 1 electrical system repaired

2. 1 Vietnemess Information Service TV repaired. |

B 1well dvg. e
- Rapairsminproeeasat1uatertmr'

e 3 acres land graded. |
. Qs 2 body disposal md.ssidns compléted.

'3, (U) Conculusions: The civic action promdmﬁng thié periodﬁ .
i ‘m successful because: ‘ '

- 8 Extensive :!.nfomtion gathering surveys had been ccmpmtod ad
. digcussed before hoatilities, thus mouing better coordination dtn'i.ng o
tho LQXG BINH/SAIGON TET Campaign.

i b, Projeetsmennderbaken withﬂ\eaidotthov:lnagersvho
T directly benefited and wers coordinated with village and hamlet officials
S ‘ m;mmmuummmommmwwtm

1 Ge Projeetsmdertakenmmpmnttommphandm b.u
imgoofthom-igadoandthem. , ‘

4. (0) Psyehological Operationsz

a. Period 14 - 30 Jan 68: During this per:lod ?syOps activities:
S _ were directed toward the first phase of the TET/CHIEU HOI Campaign, a L
- , national effort throughout the Repuhlic of Vietnam. Tha Brigade achievad
4 . saturation of its A0 by airdropping 2,540,000 TET/CHIEU HOI/Safe Conduct
gh S : l’uoha.‘.hta. Inuidition, un.tta orthemmwmmzs,wu
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" Chieu Hoi/Weapons Rewardﬁ EICAP/Safs Cuadnzi Fass lsaflots. ?5y5gs 4a :’;4’

support of Brigade oporations was devoted %o undsrmining ihe cendidence

of the Viet Cong units in ihe A0, By talking advantage et ¥-gople~snifiar«
missions, LRP contacts and reports raceived from the maneavar bab ttalions,
this headquarters has been ablo to target srez: of treon eornzeniraiiond.
It is believed that the effort to droo leaflets om lmiwa seunrlcd aveas
led to an wadsrmbning of the Viet Cougte vuu.u.ueucc in his his “":..., <o Lida.

b. Period 31 Jan - 1§ Feb 68: The mission ‘van the PsyOps
Staff of the 199th Infantry Erizade involved both the organization of the
civilian population in HO' MAT Village, @nd offensive PsyOss against Vieh:
Cong troops., The Brigade was eidad in both efforts bty a six-man POLYian

Teem provided this headquarters by the G5, III CTZ. BIEN HOA. A tot~2

of 649,045 leaficts were distributed and 26 hours of loucspeaker time was

_ broadcast. Thomes wers: the orgamization of the 7illagers to mrotact

themsclves against VO hostilities; gensral information about the situation
in the villago; and appeals to ths viilagers to convince the Viet Cong to
surrender, The Viet Cong wers told that their campaign wzs & failurs aud
that it was advisable to swrrenmdor. Two quick-reaction leaflets were
developedanddroppedonwevi.Lagewarnin,thspcophtostaymm
u'eas where the Viet Cong were operatmg.
5, (U) A resume of significant statistics ot PsyOpc .f.onaws:
a, Total leaﬂets distributed' 3,209,545,
(1) Total lea.f.’lets..an.rdropped: 3,061,500,
(2) Total leaflets hand-distributeds 148,045,
b. Aerial loudspeaker broadcasts time: § hours.
¢. Ground loudspealer broadcast times .LB hours..

d. 2 TET billboards (3'x 51) erected at Camp Freazeil-Jones .

vMa:I.n Gates, amnouncing: ®Thc 199th Inf Bde wishes all of its Viatnamesa

friends and employses the best wishes for the new spring®.
6. (U) Conclusions: The PsyOps p'rogram during tm“period vas’

' suceessml because:

&. Psyﬂps in support of the GUN related %o the meda ani eonesiis
of the civilian population, therefors relating the Psy0pa wita the lLoweo

‘context.

b. The popuiation-coutrol PayODé condueied by tbf.s Brigada 5= sipe
ively guided ths yoople of Ho Nai Tillage into wws ref.ugoo areas and explairsd
the meaning of the hos«ilnies to them.

' i
= : !
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- e The offensive PsyOps conductad by thisBr:lgado vas wm
. o Jmowm Viet Cong concentrations. A quick-reactim Chieu Hol appezl was:
o also targeted and broadecast, .
"» - (U) Medical Civic Action Program (mnmr): o ey
a, Period 14 - 30 Jan 68: Uponmv:l.ngintothem,thsmod-ot""‘

the people and the abilities of the Brigade aidmen were researched with
the intent of establishing a permanent MEDCAP system simtlar to the one

E < . . introduced during Operation FAIRFAX, Sites were chosen which were prox-
I N imate to population centers and each battalion under this command introe

! . duced a MEDCAP, As the battalions maneuvered throughout the A0, hwonr,
H the MEDCAPs begame roving and the Brigade Headquarters maintained the
on]y pamnent site, 2,645 patients were treated by ths.MEDCAPs,.

‘ b. Period 31 Jan - 19 Feb 68: Medical assistance during and

R ' after hostilities was pu:ov:.ded by the S5 Stafl, Wounded civilians wers
o o examined by the Brigade Surgeon. and the S5 medical specialist, treated -
S and evacuated. Pure water and 50 pounds of critical medical supplies were
- delivered to the TIAN TAM Refugee Hospital. The MED 'P Dispsnsary located .
i, . =t 10C LAM, TAY HAI Hamlet, HO NMAI Village, was held .or a tinme by the
l i .. . Yiet Cong forces, but was reoccupied and normal MEDCAP operations resumed.
P "om' 7 Feb 68, The maneuver battalions also established MEDCAP sites Znclnd-

o ing areas in SAIGON/GHOLOWX. 2,671 patients vere treated during this pu.‘:lod.

. €. (U) During the period Jan 14 - 19 Feb 68, a total of 5,316
pa.tionts were treated.

()] Conclusions:

. T A Rov:lng MEDCAPs traveled with the mansuver battalions m:,
“-the American presence provided civilians with physical secm‘ity a.nd ‘
e ' V'modical care; benefits which were appreciated. S ,
L. " b, The Brigade medical capabmtyeffectivalycaredtortha S
B0 - . wounded civilians and evacuated them when necessary. Provisions was also
LR . effected for emergzency supplies to be delivered to the refuges hospital,
Lo operated by the Christian Brothers, which was t.rut:lng an overload ot i
I , pﬁentlstthanmgoogathonngpoint. , S
Yo .
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Anex n, 'ra-k Organizmon, Aftar Action Repart 101G ami/smox TET

1.

é.

3.

4e

(c)

(c)

(c)

campaign
2nd Battalion, 3rd Infantry

Battery A, 2nd Battalion, 40th Artillery

3rd Battalion, 7th Infantry

Battery B, 2nd Ba.tﬁalion, 40tk Artillery
2nd Platoon, D Troop, 17th Cavalry

2nd Platoon, 87th Engineer Company

4th Battalion, 12th Infantry

| Battery C, 2nd Battalion, 40th Artillery

{c)

D Troop, 17th Cavalry (-)

Baigade Control

Headguarters and Headquartérs Company, 199tk Infuntry Brigads |
2nd Battalion, 40th Artillery | '

§7th Engineer Company (=)

* 7¢h Support Battalion

49th Infantry Platoon, (Scout Dog) N -
Tist Infentry (IRP) Detachment, 199th Infantry Brigade.

‘1lth Combat Tracker Team

' 295th Signal Platooa

152nd Military; Police Platoon

503rd Guemical Latachmant

40th Publie Inforition Dctachment
Mffh.mlitary History Detachmoss

856th Radio Research Detactment

179th Military Intelligence Datachmgnt'

LT .
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' - 5. ,(c) m.mz '
3rd Squadron, 11th Armared cmn-y Regizent (-) (ov Js Peb és)

~ In-oop,ardsqmdron,nthmedcavurynam(zsmss) -
K Troop, 3rd Squadron, 1lth Armovet Cavalry Regimext (12-19 Feb @)
: L Troop, 3rd Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Reginent (07-16 Teb 68) =
JEER M 'froop, 3rd Squadron,ith Armored Cavalry Regiment (07-19 Fob 68)
R G 'troop, 2ud Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment (01-07 Feb 68) .
- “ A Troop, 3rd Squadron, 17th Alr Cavalry (20 Jan - 19 Feb 68)
2nd Battalion, 47th Infantry (=) (31 Jan 68)
! . Company 4, 2nd aatuuon; 47th Infantry (31 Jan 68)
i ; Hconpuv ¢, 2nd Ba.ttalion, 47th Infantry (31 Jen - 01 Feb 68) o
? _, . {’1.1-. Platoon, Company B, 2nd nattanon,mh Infantry (20-31 Jan 63) f .
: _'coapuyn, Sthuttmm,éathmm(rbch)mifm 05?0!168)"‘
Coupany C, 5th Battalion, 60th Tnfantry (eck) (31 Jen - 05 Reb 68)
L ¥ Company (LEP) 5lst Infantry, IT FFV (22 Jan - 19 Peb 68)

A M1 <yt Wk ANl ST i g 7 P e«

o6
CONF!DEN'HA"

(S
il

; - e B UG * JEST




b8
2 £l

1
o l’
4
4
x
E

GO

Amnex F, Intelligence, Aftar iction Repert, LOLY BIIN/SiIZON
TET Campaign '

1. (6) General Backgrounds

a. The 1967-1968 VC Vinter-Sging Canpaign is a three-phess oflort
bagun in late October 1967. The purpcse is %o bring a victory or a
coalition government to tne Mationol Liberation Froat isn the Veltnan
ver,  Phasc I, which began on 20 October 19467, to last through December,
involved intenss offorts by the NLFSVN in propegands, proselyting aad
resupply activities. During Phase I, mujor combat as well as resr service
wits were involved iu vost resupply and resligoment oporations, wiile the
politicel wing devoted their organization to the achievement of a propaganda
advontage over the South Vietremese goveruriout. The resupply activities
were carvied out with scme measure of succsss, as well as the recruitment
of "voiunteors®, Infiltration was increased., The propaganda and the po-

i litieal oujectives, howaver, wore failurss.

be In s 1957, the VC/NVA forces realigred the VC Military Regions
in such manner »8 to create a “wagon-wheel® effect with Salgon as the hub,
(See Appendix 1). This allows forces assigned to any of these Military .
© Reglons to opsraite on the periphery of Saigon. This realignment also
ereated a small Yspecial zone! encompassing the qs bases at Bien Hca and
LOI&& Binh, .

c. Sixz V0 Local Force, District and Provineial Force Battaliors weras

Iera to cparate around the US A0 HAVERTIRD, located southwast of Seigea
(Sse Lppendix 2). From 15 Jenuary through 29 Jasuery 1968, contacts with
VC elemonts wewe of platoon size or smaller. Only three compaay sized

- contacts wers reported during ths same pariod. The VO activities coa~
sisted primarily of mortaring and small uniit harassing actions designed
rimarily to ecover the movemants of the larger VC units infiltrating in
to the outskirts of Saigon., From 31 January 1568 through 19 Februor

1968, extensive sweep operations were conducted in the vieinity of A0

. HAVERFORD. A general. withdrawal of the Local Forces (VC) was detected.
Scveral large cachas of ammunition, medicel supplies, lerge quantities of
Tics, and communication equipment were discovoered. Ou 12 Fobruary L9585,
heavy contact with an estimated VC compans wes established along a canal

-~ 4n vicinity of XS 717839, This contacit yielded large erwunis of small

© arms ammnitioa, explosives, madical supplies, arnd inportant VG documents,.

. |
d. Phasec IT of tho VG offensive started 23 Scheduled in late Jazuzey
1968, with cphasis on lerge scale, ecoordirated gtiacks oa miilitary
installaticis, ualts governnzut agencies thiov fout Sowth Vievnsn. The
" objectiva vus to forse the cliles to ecomniit icigu mumburs of trecys it e
static defonsivo posture, thercby relieviug somz ol Wns grascure on
movemont throughout the coumicy. This phnse wis arigicalily gearad to
1cst through March 1968, :On 30 Januwaxr; 1U:., Iier sever:d roztas of
training, plamming and intelligence aciivily, s VO louncied & well
planned series of coordinated attacks on ns:ely every majsr eily ard
large US instrllation in the I, Il axd IV Corps rraas. The VO offeasiva
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:l.n III Corps '.l‘actioal Zone bega.n &t 0300 hours, 31 J’amm.ryl%& : ,:'

" @. Elements of the 1st, 2nd, 34, 4th, and 6th Seigon-camnh
Local Force Battalions (the 5th LF Battalion joined these forces.
later) and the C-10 Sapper Battalion began operations in their -

- respective areas of responsibility in and around Saigon-&nlm-&h.

Dinh and Tan Son NMaut. These units were reinforced by 5 ot&
battalions later in the attack, » :

L, A.fterahriefrocketandmortarharrage, mﬂwm

(recently strengthened by new infiltrators of group 47 and T42),
- supported by a battalion ¢f the 84A Rocket Regiment and guided by

members of the U-l Batialion, attacked the LONG BINH - BIEN HOA

- Complex, Tha 274th VC Regiment attacked ths Bien Hoa Air Base and

the 101st Abn Division; the 238th Local Forcs Comapny (of the U-1
Battalion) attacked tha III Corps Compound in Bien Hoay Diwision
support companies attacked the III Corps PW Cage, and 'l‘.ha 275th

VG Regiment pius the Division zupport elements attacked the LONG

BINE complex. Sapper elements (probably 5th VC Division Sappers and a

. reconnaissance elements of the U=1), attacked the LOKG BINMI hmsmition

Depot. This at‘back ended in a disastrous defeat of the 515! W Divisicn.. -

" ge One Battalion of the 199’511 Infantry Brigade’ pa:ﬁc.’q:hdintho
operations in Saigon with Task Force Ware, The VO infiltrated Sd.gon

- in small elements, -encluding Sapper units., They were well armed and-

equipped, possessing RPG's, AK-i7s, mortars and assorted pew small srms, . '

- Each man in a organized unit (t> be distinguished from the sapper and

terrorist elemants) carrizd a tasic load of ammunition as well as many
grenades. Common techniques included stolen civilian, ARVN, and US
military vehicles to gain entrancs into the city., Many of the VC

: operating independently throughout the city were dressed im police, o

ARVN Marine or Ranger uniforms, &s well as civillan clothing. There

were caches of rocket and mortar ammunition as svidenced by the fact

that several of these in Cholon and the vicinity of Phu Tho Racetrack .
exploded during the intense fighting, Indications initially pointed

~ toward the VC reinfcroing elements in the city within 48 howrs. However, . .
reinforcements falled to arrive and it appears that COSYN bhad no intentions =

- of committing further troops in Saigon at that time, The 9th VC Division

was reported to be moving stesdily scuth, Named by the VC es being the
Saigon Liberation Division, the 9th Division will undoubtedly pnrbic:!.pl.to

"~ 4n the mass attacks plamned for the Phase III of the VC offsnsive,

Heavy weupons wers not employed to any large extent, but will probably ~
be used in Phase III, This heavyweaponandrockotmtﬂlbopmvi—

© ded by the 69th VO (CoSVN) Artillery Command,

he During the attack and subsequent moppd.ng up opar-.ﬁm in tha -
vicinity LONG BINH Post, the 199th Light Infantry Brigade and

supporting
" elements accounted for 870 VC and NVA killed (Body Count)., An additiomal

.83 prisoners and 3 returnees, made it clearly evident that the 275th VC
Regiment of the 5th VC Division was reduced to an mffoctiu ﬁ,ght.'mg

force. R
(G) Daveloping the Situation:

j Re. mlsthrwghzsa‘amuyl%s, mmmnmﬁmn&ﬁmﬁ

cowﬂpsmw_ ’




G e © e e me——— = e = L - e e e—————

'
1

e rra e

e ,p.--.‘r-a LR
\-‘ ."- I ‘ hed b ol

that elements of tho 5ik VO Diision :oiifoaccd il a batidico.n of

the 844 Rogkebt Regimeat wure Lwsvidy o viw fion ir ¢:n3 D. Ca 2y
Jarmary, the 5th W Divisioa headquarisrs was located In L5t Tmloi
towm A0, Division Ariiilciy and b‘.. Sk ”un,, d.n....o S SLONEANT WeTe
confirmed in the centrel Coircdus L3, Thz 2705 RIS }.v‘.‘;_.-‘.va
were alse located in AU Colwicus ouwd ULazsuuouia. 4ae G230tk 2md

C303rd Local Forees Componies oparated in the Central Unicntowm e.nc';

South Uniontowm AOs respectively. The nowenents of the 274ta 2-4 275th
Regiments gave a cliear indication of impandips atiecck, Tho 33th NA
Regirant which in the pact has bsen kmuwmi to operate with 5th VO Divisiom
was still ualocated. It was later doterriined from interrogzation of
prisoners and returnscs that the 83ih FVA Reziment firnished £illaers oo
the 274th and 2750. ;";....xun\u., but was not committed 23 & uwalce VO
raconnaisssence and irtalligonces actiuu es coatixued until 30 Jarmuary

1968,

b, ©n 29 Jarmeyy 1968, two Loesl Forcs VO wers captared, Imsdiate
futsrrogation revenisd that ths Losal Furcs Gompanies were §o golde the
Malr. Force wnits into the atteck., Several company sized VO clements
ware sighted oa the 29th and 30 Jamuswy, LRP patrols and agouis reported -
nurerous VG elements moving west and south west into the Central Union-
‘toun AO,

cs 4b 0100, 31 Jeauary 1948, a Slst Inf Iong Range Patrsl reporied
a ' company ca.:rying sp2ll arms ard autematic weapons moving rapidly
wost from viclnity YT 085136. Several zdditiomal reports were latsr
rocoived, At 0300 hrs, 31 Jomuary, the 199th Brigade Maina Base, Longz
Bimh Post, and Bien Hea Air Base received rockst and nortar firs.

d. The scheme of attack was rsconstzuched from a VC sketch of the
maneuver and was corroborated by twoe prisoncrs and one VO returnes, Ths
sketch, attached as Appenaix 3, was removed from a VC body., The bod-y
had no ideatification. Tae enemy attacked with oae battalion <2 e 275tk
Regimont from the southeast., This attack was tJ cowver the movament £ a
Sapper unit vwhich infiltraied the LONG BIN! Ammunition Depste 4 secsnd
battdlion was to conduct a frontal assuult from the norta. The third
battalion moved to the west flank of the Brigade Main 3Base To engage the
12th Aviation Group aad the helipad. The keavy wezpons support ca=s from
the north and northeast. The Pegim.,nt.a.l mzchine gun company infiltratzd
southwest of the Brigade pe.’c:.m..ter $0 engags helieopters on the nﬂl.hp e

" Ths a&bvback on the s\‘w;haastem flank was dlscovered and suclesse
ﬁﬂ.’ly Tepulsad Uy heavy defcasive fires, TiC Alr, and frmed helicooisuri,.

- Yhat was to be the Iruatal assault was “epuloed ab groater range ov TLe

ground fires; crmored porsonnel _carriers. reidllery, and armed heJ. copters.
ba“t..lion oa t"aa vast and the Roginiintel machine gun compuny wers
reduced to an a.aeffective bnt.mg fores o camasd hel.;.co*ac ~s.
f. It mlst ba n»)ted un.c.(‘- Only TV (N v:r O... 1».2“‘-& "é) KQT. Y3 .L.gb i !
o BIEN FOA Ads Bas? and 1OMG BIMH Post. . iuollirsnze .c BOTLE A y
troops sizatings indicated a po3sible woshet Lo inowoinit
of YT Qi4225, Artillery szored direct hitc oz the .Lq.anc.....r.g site eziing

| . 81
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7 lemnching site, A second rocket Jaunching site vicinity of IT 098160 vas - ,
" gighted during the initial launch by Spooky (AC 47 aircraft),  Inmediately -

» 1arge secrndary exploeion. later, troops swesping the area found eces

t’:ounnmtm,'j o

" pf bodles, destroyed equipment and blood trails leading north from the

" after the rockets were fired, Spooky engagod this target cansing two

large sscondsry explosions. This action elininated the rocket threat from

| that locattom. o | |
g, The elenents of the 199th Brigade successfully Mocked all possible .-

| éx:‘:euwf routes of withdrawal thereby forcing the emsmy to remain in contact -

- . the entire day of 31 January. -Continuous air strikes, artillery fires,
" -and relentless ground operations by the infantry decimated the 275%h VG . ° =
" Regiment., The immediate intelligencs exploitation of prisonsrs and :

- paturpees revealed that the enemy was dispersed, demoralized and unable to

" that the enemy was trying to regroup and exfiltrate from the Central and '

 maintain effective comumication and control over his elemsnts,

h. bcontimmus inﬁelligenco reports and small unit contacts indieated ‘

" South Tniontown AO's to the Past ard Jorth East to War Zome D, Their

" reparts vere further confirmed by the lst Mustralia Task Force lovated in

Columbus AC. Their sightings, contacts, exploitation of PWs, 1 :

. the €238 Co (U-1 Battalion) and the 274th, 275th Regiments, Divisional . R
- support umits and Division Artillery. From 1 through 15 February 1968, - = = °
- ynits of the 199th Brigade did not have any large unit contacts in AO :
- Uniontown, Numercus imtelligonce reports were recoived indicating that

" glaments of the 5th VG Division were moving to Var Zone D to reequip,

7 locations are based on correlated intelligence from many sources, inclwde ' -
< ... ing (B holdings, IPW reports, VR, contacts, and II mester defense plot, - - -

. recrganize, and to receive replacements, On 16 February 1968, several -
_agents reported that soms elomanis of the 5lh VG Diviaion were again -

" moving down to AO Columbus. The 5th VC Division Headquarters was tenta~ .
 tively idontified as being located in the vicinity of YT 2026, .

T 1‘.."3"rhofkf.onming 'repre;senta»» an estimate of W' mtsandban lomum ' R
~ " 4n the 199th Brigade's ares of operations as of 19 February 1968, -These .- . .

Vie YT 2026

| Z0th VG Regt " Margial = Vic Bew Ham . Attenpting to

Supply Depot regroup snd
IT 2204k ~ vesupply

 ZtaVomegt | Insffective Dispe ‘edin  Tossihly ab

AQ Columbus ing to withdr
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9ty VC Division

. 56th 44 Ba

88th NVA Regt
7th NVA Division Effective
Hq end Support Elem .
141st NVA Regt Effective

. 165th NVA Regt Effoctive

9 : Effective
,_,Hq.and.VSupport elam, L
' 27iat G Regt Marginal

| 27208 WO Regt Merginal

-~ 101st KVL Regt Effeciive

69th Arty Command
COSVN (akas U-80 Regt)

 Sond arty Bn Effective
. 58th ity n#. Effective

B4 Rocket Regizent  Mavginal |

53

;,. . e e

EFFECT r,c"rfm*“eg .

Effeetive ,

- Effective = Unlocated, prob.. -

dinVar Zme C. T .
" Probably attachsd

. Bffective

" ¥C & NVL Divisions.

-
L »
- 3
A e - - efmyrn
c o 9
L - Al 2

Prob in southera
var Zone ), e
Song De River

One Ep stached

\ Possibly mving

south

Unlocated

Lai he Area w.ssicn ot eon-

Unlocated grob . ..
in Phu Giao D.i.str. AR

Uzﬂ.ocated

Hoc Mon area =
North of Tan SOn
Mt , o

Cu Chi area

Begthadhnvr
- casuAlties in -
.Poatmacﬁm

‘hemmualties
~ in Post TRT action

U‘nlbca.tad, prob
North of Szigon
vic VC Go Mon

-

to Sth VG Division

. Probably North cf Tan

Tyen
Unlocated
Broken dom to support’

'CON,-:;DENTML? B




B U N P N L

o ("GN?!BZ.’ NTIAL
(0) i'ma.i.n and waather oonsiderationss
Gonoml dotcrﬁption ot AO UNIONTWN and ID cm.m:

(1) cx.mmc cormrnons '

(a) Generalamnryofmvaﬂingmther conditions in
R .theAOUNIOM‘OWN -A9 COLUMBUS area: The period from 14 Jammsry to
. .'19 Pebruary is in the heart of the Northeast Monsoon or "Dr, Season®
.. ’Daring this period rainfall is at a mirimm, The small amunta of rain -
. peceived during this period are generally in the form of occasional
. ‘brief showers and thunderatorms. These generally nccur in the afterncon..
- or evening hours, Humidity is also very low duriag this period. Raine

i .'fa.n during th:ls period has ne eignificart effect on military opesra'*iona.

) Temperatare: ‘The temperature in tho 40 UNIONTOWN --

- .COLUMBUS varies very little from momth to month.  The highest t«enq:ero.tm'u
- - are normally recorded between ncon:and 1500 hours, Lowest tempsratures - -
: pormally oecur just prior to sunrise. The mean high temperature in the LO‘

UNTONTOWN ~ COLUMBUS arca during the dry seasonm (Decenber ~ lhrch) varies:

 *rrcu%tossdegreesinneeemberand%to%degrua in March. Tka mean o
_low temperature in the area.for this period veries from 69 to 71 degrees in

‘ .Tunnary and 72 tc 78, degrees in March. The record high foor tho yoriod ia

.

‘103 degrees in March and the record low is 56 in Jamuary,

p  {e) ' Precipitation: Rainfall reaches a mm.nm mﬂ.ng ths N
‘ Horthaast Voonsoor Period, Average number of days per month om which .

precipitation occurs veries from 5-9 in December to O-2 days in- Febrnm
" The average amount of rainfall per month in inches varies from 4-8 :
* {maximm) too (mininmm) mDecemberto 1.3 (mﬂ.mm) mo (mim.mn)

1n February

(d) Winds: mring the peri.-d fron Daeenber thruugh March,

v mean lcu-lavel winds come predomimantly from the east and northesst., local
. surface winds can deviate significantly frem wean winds., Both wind speed - -
.. and direction are influenczd by local topozraphy. ~Strong gusty surface -
. winds associated with thanderstorms occur all year, but are least likely
- to ocour during the Northeast. !lomoon Perloa. Mcord snrtau mta
’ ”,ropurud in SUN arq 60 knots..

(o) vnmntr Visihi.lity in the AO UNIONTOWN - cox.mus

" area during this period is generally good (normally 7-10 miles).. At -

times however visibility can be reduced to less than 3 miles by early

; -hage and 1light overcast., For the most part this phenomernon aceurs

~“in the late morning hours or early afternoon pear rivers. During thunder-

. storms visibility is usually 5 miles or less. December, Jamuary and N
February are usually the: foggiest months ofthoyur. On the average 5-9

dwaeachmthmhanmingtog.
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(2) Cloudiness: During 4143 pecicd sius we _;.1._....;' sleax
to partly cloudy, Duwring the late ruvinay as wivernoorn hesrs convsssive
type clouds form over The arsa. C—v @ uailir I8 viTh buses :,uw -20C

‘feet are common ici-rd tuo end o IiLooh. .L.u.:,':. Gelow .L.,-au-l iced
: occasiona.lly oo OVer ¢r near rivers wled’ C40J Lidi, a. aa.n ari J:r

0900,

‘. -

(z) ’ielaulve Humadity: Relativa hensilivy 1s 1:.3,.; .a.o:.gh
the area. This results in conditvions favorasvle lor m.ldew, corrosion, and

 decay of susceptible items, Periods of h.;ghee.h huridity ere during the

early morning hours (88-99%) and after rai- showers. Lowest pericds of
tmidity (55-65%) ocour during the maxiuwur heating period (4.200-1500 honrs).

(2) Terrain

”’

. ' {2) Genaral Dascription: The AJ UNISITOIN - GQLU}EUS araa
i3 bordsred oa the norlh by the Song Douy Mai. Most of the ares is oox>86d

- of #lut to gently rollang plains which fiow into the Sorg Tong Kei.’ The. -
 vast majority of the area is covered witi heavy jur.gla gz-outh, ch.. alona'

thmmsurn sector there are- hrge open areaa. ‘

(b) Topography:
1. Reclief: Flat to gently rolling plains 13 the dmin-

eat hrd form in the area. There are,~hcwever, hilly rtgiom in 'l'.ne ncrthe
‘eastern portion of the Jareas '

2. Drainega: ‘I‘Fe ':rmc:.ple r:lver in the e‘°:a«. is tha
Scmg Dong Nai. The area is interdicted with meandering streaws which

- flow into ths Song Dong Fai, Major streams are generally less thon 3.5 ‘

feat deep in the jyorpes and valleys. After heavy rains, however, rapid .
rises are common in gorpes. During the dry season the courses of principls

. - streams are shallow; tribataries becomo interm:.ttent or- dry mu.e mrsa—
3 :land in the east is considarably roduced. e

' 3,. Ve{rntation- - ’ﬂ‘or the. no..‘l; pa.rt th..s araa is cor T

‘ vith contiruous double and iriple earcoy of broadlcafed overgzreen fove -
" Thesa Prelatively undistixrbed forests are a complex mixtise of mazy ,
" differeat kinds of trocs. The uprer mest layer, of canovy In t..ese £

is from 80-130 feet hirn. Below this is on understory of sumall toees,
patchas ol Lo oo und wocsy grasses. The undergrowth is dense vhere <.
eanopy: 45 brolen and «Jong stream banis. This area is ot very suscortil
o buwrnin, &ue S0 lorgt asounis of waior in the srea.  Szatirsd ;......-,

- of deasc, tanuled, secondary forest wiih brush of rapidiy g*:a::i.:; A 13
o and shwl. a0l alss prevalent im this avca, faother fora o veva...‘.,. ,
vhich ic s:atiered t.nrolghw.. the ares is large pabehes of baxias plar-:
-~ {20=40 <:ct high and 1«6 Jict in diawsiter). This bambop iz nx.c::.:.;..‘; :

susceptablo to burning during the dvy se.xam, 0—‘~~r fokns =L v:;:-;::z
in the area include small pa..ches ol nox ‘.'. §Te53. ard LR TOVe ST .;---a
are not susceptable to burning, There aru .:.‘J.so scattcrec‘. sasehas oo

- rubber toees up to 60 feet hign and spaced 10-20 feae apoTs in réus.
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(o) “‘Ws"‘n‘m‘ o
Surface Wateri The low water table takes place

| _ m December through April. Minor deposits of consolidated material

. along streams and all bedrock units conmtain small to meager qua.ntit:loa

of fresh water at depths of 2-20 feet, Fresh water is perenially

‘ f‘ ‘plentiful throughout the area. This water is generally soft %o moderately
7" 'hard and biologically contaminated in most places, During the low water

period, hardness and biological contamination increases, Much of the
surface water is brackish and/or saline, The vater found 1n the lomr ‘

courses of sm streams 1s generally unpote.ble. ,

2. Ground Water: Fresh water sources ave plsntirnl

_%n the area, ' This water is soft to vary. hard with objectionable mineral
- contarinates and color. Alum concentrations are. poss“’ sle in +he north- '
* eastern portions near marshlands. This ground watar is gererally slightly
. acid: to' neutral.. Shallow wells sve easily eonsﬁ:un..ed in. thu ma, but .

/ »“"izgnvulpackingisrequméinmtmm. o

3. Surface Matorialss Soil condition in most of the

u'u is vu'-y' mt.' In densely forested areas, it is moist and in cleared
"muuhoretheeanowisbrokenitiadry-&emmllymﬁmmd Lo
ainimum hindrance factors apply during the. wet season and are negligible R

during the dry sesson. . The soil will become miry under heavy traffic

 within a few hours during the wat season, - In many areas dirsction of

movement i3 restricted by steep sides of va.neys and gullies and 1!:

\moded aveds’ byrm of trees,-

- '  he Marmade Features:. }hmado featurea 1n the area oon- o
e s:lat ot sca.tterod ‘villages, roads, and: uumercm vc dorem mw.lat:lona
.vb.i.ch are: sea.tterod throughout tha aren. IR , ‘

(d) nmtu-y Aspects o: Tan'ain.

: ' 1. Observation: Both asrial and g.'ound obtmtion 18
powtofmthmghontmat of the area except for open areas along rivers -

-and near the towns and villages, Othamise,eveninarmthnthvobun

i dafolisted, observation 1s limited to the imediate ares.

3. !‘ieldsof!’ire' Fieldsoff‘*r‘vinbogoodinth‘

, ' "opnmcmthoriversandinthevicinityotthomﬂt-nparm. S
',»Limwhorofhldlofﬁnwulbelmudmptfarisohtedcponmu.

3. Concealment: Concealment will be poor near towns

and vﬂhgn and in the scattered open areas. The open areas along streanms -

afford some- concealment as they contein old cultivated areas that have been

- 1oLt unattended in recent years,  The forest uhich covers mt of tho area.

S eovides good to exoellent conceslment.

0.8 et s e e ot
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‘ 4. Covers lbccponareuaromﬂvﬂhgumm
provide nc cover. Soms of the hills in the area provide good to ame

} oonont cover. The remainder of the area providas fair to good oever,

5. Obstacles: The Song Dong N&‘L is a mjwom

to movement. - Recently neglocted areas will also be obstacles to WO :

ment in general, hovever, by careful selection some movement may be
posaible through some of the less heavily populated areas.

é Cross Country Movement: Crosa country ..ov'-mt

s gbod :.n the oren areas near villages and sireans, howevar movement

. @lasevhere in the Acea will -ange from fair, to almost impossible, .

'lnd marshland.

Pactora lisdting cross country movement throughout the .area inclnde
extensive heavily forested areas, steep hills end goxrges, mangrovo s'm;:s

‘7. Key Terrain: Gontrol of the mejor x-oad..‘ and: &'idges ;

'4n the area is essential for large scale tacticul operations in the. westarn e

portion of the area, Control of the central roads and crossing sites.over

(3) Gensral mry R
&) The area coversd by A0 UNIORTIUN - GOLUMEIS ha.s Y total

p:hﬁon of approximately 19,328, This populition is distributed through=.
out soms 14 villages and hamlets . oconcentratoi in the smthern und, mt- -
ern portions of the area, : ; '

(b) AO UNTONTOWN - COLUMBUS f£alls into VO =1 District m&;

5 . . covers GVN Cong Thanh and Duc Tu Districts.  VC operations in this ‘ares

are under the control of MR 1 which exercises iis authoriiy through the

_ District Party Conmittees which have ultimate c:ntrol over militery units
‘and political agencies within the districts. Tis actual plamnirgef

©+ * the Song Dong Nai are essential to large scale actice.l opcltimin thu -
L.;m-landouumporuou,otthoma. : : - S

" military operations is the function of the Niliwary Staff whick dssmbe - . |
. - ordinate to tht District Party Committee. The i1usponsibility for coordines .~ = = ‘I

the plans of the Military Steff belongs to vhe Area Coordimation See-

: tun which maintains contact with forces dowm to the vﬂhga gnmﬂ:lz

hvol through the village infrastructure,
i (e) Thereareth:eetypesofV“zo.*esinthammm

g ;YGOT.UHBUS orea. These include two Main Force Reg.ments (274th c= 275%h),

‘ apprmh strength of 1400, if replacements haie besn received.. Ith -

ope- Loeal Yorce Batialion (U~l. Battalion). [t is also known ihat
- e mumercus suprly and arms caches and ho-pihl facilities a the:

(@) The ﬂkﬁwﬂeg:mntisam rmunitmu
wmnuylocatedinLOGOLMUSupartorthoamnth

. against.tho oitles and major US installations.

I
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e (o) mz'mnvcxegmntumo:mntmmtm. ;
: lihﬂnﬂ&thitisptrtofﬁuﬂhWM'dsion. It had a
tpmulyuﬁbetm&atuckontholongmngz;ghn
~ ;68).‘ It's current strength is unknown. Its presence in the area further
.ﬁhuimtbuot coxx's detor-:l.mtiontooontinm their currm .
: ou:lnn

- o (e) Theﬂ-lmmttuienhusstrengthofappmdmtely '
200 plus and operates throughout the AO UNIONTOWN - COLTMEUS arca. Tis ST

‘ primry function is reconnaissance, liaison and supply. Ground operations - S

- are also conducted, At present its primary function is reconnaiscance and B
.’ commo l3aison work for the 274th and 275th VC Regiments, The U=l Bnalso - =
. provide gu.tdes for units which are currently locat.ed 1n AO coLuMBUS,

' (g) There are mumerous guerrilla squads operating in the
‘ares. Their func*ion here, as elsevhere in SVN, is to perform reconpalssancs,
collect taxes, conduct propaganda missions, and perform commo liaison funce
tions. The operations of the VC units in this area have beer hampered by

- malnutrition due to lack.of rice and malaria. Despite wounting pressure

. the VC apparently intend to use this.area a. a base area from which they
.. can conduct operations. against ARVNandUS form in thoBien noa, Long
- 'Bj.nh, Saigon: area. : : : ‘
. b Genoral diswiption of AO MVERFCRD en nnm Prov..noo
(1) Climatic COnditionl . ’ ‘

R (a) General Smm.ry of the preva.n:mg mthar ccnditions in
SR o Gia Dinh Province during the Northeast Monsoon Pariod: From mideNovembar
' - through the latter part of March is the Northeast Monsoon Period, This
. s commonly called the dry season in Gia Dinh. Most of the very limited =~ - = - . -
- amount of precisitation which fans during this poriod is 1n the form: of T
oceuioml brief showers, , ‘ A

S (b) Temperamres nzs mximm mean temperaimre far this
o vpariodiainthohigheo'aandthemimmmtmponmhhth‘
B m '?0'.. PO i

‘ i (e) I‘recipitation: m period of least prec:lpitaticn is
: m md-llovunber to late March. The average monthly precipitation dur-
- ing this period varies frcm 0.4 inches in March to 4.9 inches in Nwember.
“The record high for preciritation duri.ng the poriod is 11.3 inchaa
»v'thorocordlwia()inches. ‘

(d) Winds: From Jamary to Februury, the px'evaiung windl
mfranths east at an agerage speed of 6 knots. It is apparent that
the prevailing winds have little or no effect on artillery operations for:

.. oither friendly or enemy forces., The wind ls generally favorable for
~ military operations throughout the area on a year around basis., The -
. provliung winda reflect the maoon dmmating th. oonm dnring uch
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.. ie) Yi..ibility The most u'xfavorable perlods Hﬂl bo , (0 )
between 0500 (LST) and 1000 (IST). Air support and heliborne operations ‘
will be hindered by early morning low clouds and fog, Low clouds and fog
" bezin thinning by 0700 (LST) and are go srally completely dissipated by
0900 (LST).. These clouds generally for:. an hour or two before sunrisc.
o ‘ <his phenomena occurs during both monscon seasons, During this.period
o “. . ceilings are from 200 to 800 feet with visibility from 3 miles to less’
e : than a mile. During the Northeast Mou:oon Period this phenorena 35 goze
R era.uy restricted to water sources such as the Song Saigon, - . o

(2) Terrain

(a) -General Descriptiou' ‘This crea consis.,.. ‘_asu.y of.'
' e:t.enaive rice paddy areas and lorge swamp lands, ‘Gue wxjor exceriions
- to the general pattern are cxtensiv: pinszanple plantations located ia
the west and southwest protions of the area in tie vioinity of IS §24837
and thin to moderately forested arsas in the extrems southscst coopar of
the province bordering the Rung Sat Special Zone and there wes r_x.so semal
deserted rubber plantations in this portion of the provinoe. : ,

o (b} ‘--Tmeraphy;

oo s B 1. Relief: Cia Dinh Province is essential]a‘ a 1ow,
oo s flat la.nd, it :ls only a few maters abore sea level. Most of the higher
AR -+ ground in the areca is covered with villages end plantations, - The only
other major relief structures are the numerous dikes which-charactorizs

. the riee paddy areas,. : )

Lm T 2. Drainage* Due to tha low elevation and flat
vhich characterizes draincge in Gia Dinh Province,. drainage is genaral]q
' inadequate., Water run-off is usually minimal and most of the rairfall
- received in the area is ponded. Iz the wostern fortion of tha nrovince
. between the Song Saigon and the Sonz Vau Co. Cong (vic XS €179) is & -
. large swamp which extends NME fcr about 25 kilometers to vié, XD 4804
2o at vwhich point it turns: to the northwest and runs 15 kilomsters in that °
-~ direction to vie XT 5313, TInadequately droined rice padd...esdcnir.a..a nnst
~ - of the area. These rice fields are gencrcily immdated tiom Ji -
- . through July. The largest areas of highcr, better drzined areas in the ‘
province are located ad;.cant to the major rivers in the svea, 1.3, Song:
Dong Nai, Song Saigon, and Sorg Vam Co Dorg. Those areas are dnmc;bcd
by Suilt up areas and plantations (pinsapple and rubber). IR R

‘ l'hoprinciplo meors ofdrainugewithintheprovincom*&amco AR B
Donz River -+1he Sa: mon Ruv o thaDongNaiRiverandthoMOacmw. : : ;
e Song Vam Co Dong is from?Otolzomet.rswide,thamehGaouvar ‘
A is from 40 to 70 meters wide, tha Song Saigon is from 130 to 160 meters:
... wide, Lud Song Dong Nal is from 250 to 1000 moters wide..:
. : , neanaering courses through the delta region, these rivers pour:
‘ * water into the Nha Be River which flows into the South China:
.. major rivers combined with rumerous stwe.is, Jivers, and canals found:
Bl "througho.m the: rieal....d &l swamp areas fam an. emaum system of
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O\ avigible vatervays. Nearly all the mjor Tivers as vell as snali stremms
and canals are affected by tidal a.ctiqn. o o ~ . :

S o R Vogetations

, - - @ The mjority of the province is covered with rice
- paddys. These fields are characterized by highly compartmentalized fielids Va
;  which are usually bordered by dikes and hedgerows. These dikes are usually
0.3 to 1.0 meter high and 0.3 to 0.6 meters wide, - Wetland rice forms & - . . n
e oo %reen grassy growth about 1 meter high before the fields are drained, This :
' . dre.’ming the fields) generally occurs just befors harvest time (around -
February) and the rice fields take on a yellow color at maturity. During -
o * the dry sesson the rice fields are either planted with dry crops o& left
L in stubble, B - ‘ - -
o b Marshes or swamps also abound in the area, They :
are genorally found in the western portiun of the wiws and vhen imndated
' they form a bog of brackish water and mud.  -Vegetation in these arsas. :
. ocomsists of rushes, reeds, vines, and marsh grass. By the and of -the dry
. season mch of this marsh vegetation is dry enough to be burned.. - -

, ©. . g 1In the scutheast corner near the Rung Sat Special

. Zone- is a suall moderately forested area. The canopy is thisk emough to
. seriously hamper but not eliminate aerial observation. Despite the fairly
' thick canopy, ‘the undergrowth is generally passable to foot moverent.

o . T ., guideﬁomtheﬁcepaddysthemsteomontom ‘
of vegetation is nipa palm. This type of vegetation is prevalent through=
" out the area and is a favorite hiding place for the VC, The nipa palm
" prevents observation from both the air and the ground, It also presents
. a very serious handicap to foot movement which explains the VC*'s foundness ;
' for building base camys in aroas vhere nipa palm abounds, MNipa palm is .
‘found along streams rivers ihroughout the area. A 5

SR . @' The only other significant vegetation in the area S
" 4s the pineapple plantation (vic XS 624857) which consists of evenly spaced .
. furroved rows about 1.0 meters apart. This plantation which was abandonsd - -
| by the French in the late 1940%s, now heavily overgrowm, is another favorite
" hiding place for the VC who build bunkers at strategic points slong the -
many canals in the area. Nearly 4,000 enemy fortifications have been deste
_royed in the area during operation FAIRFAX, ut many more sre still intact -

‘. Water Roaourees (Surfa.oe Water):

S a Iarge (1,500,000 to 15,000,000 gallons/duy) to
moderate amcunts (150,000 to 1,500,000 gallons/day) of surface water are
 available in this erea during the high water pa od {rainy season).
Small quantities (1,500 to 15,000 ga.].lqns/day are avuilable during the -
~ remainder of the: year. Usually this water is bacterially and chemically
‘contaminated and sometimes isbrackish. Access is fairly sasy for the most
~ part, but heavy vegetation (nipa palm) does present. problems in. sone &reas. '

~ CONFDENTAL
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b Suall (15,000 to 150,000 gallons/day) emcunts

of water are availaeble from wells in the area. This y.-omn vater is
normally bac.erially oontaminated. ,

5. Surfacs Material The sufaoo material in thia

.area rang.s from silty sand in the northern part of the ares to silty

clay and bard and soft laterite in the south, Silty sand is poor to

fair as & surface course, poor as a base material, fair for £411 ma‘beru.l,
and faiy to good es a natural foundation with 2 very low traction capacity
vhen wet and a moderate traction caprei’, wion dry. Silty clay with poor

plasticity is a poor surface course aud is unsuited as a base sourse or

patural £i11, Traction 1s 1low when wet but herd when dry. The layer of

8ilty clay with high plasticity located direcily beneath the surface is
fair as a natural £i11 and poor as a foundation or base, Hard and soft

© laterite are available in small to modersts quantities in the ares, Hard

laterite can bs crushed and used for aggregate and soft laterite can bo

,’cntvithhnndtoohandthenmwedtohardenforusoubrick.

6. Man-Made Features The largest single urbo.a aomphrx
in the Republic of South Vietnam, the Saigon-Cholon area, is the center of

- the area. From Saigon the area extends about 45 kilometers to the west,

30 kilometers to the south, and 55 kilometers to the north, Tha busiest

T; ' '-—M‘M
e e Lo cmsbiihtns . x
c*.au. ._‘,ENT‘;‘;\! s ' - . ) ,/.,3

airfield in Vietnam, Tan Son itut, is also located in this area, Other SO

significant cultural featurss in the area include Saigon Unimsity, roadn,
amls, and bridges.

Z. Military Aspects of Ten-a.im _
a Observation and Concealment: Both serisl and

ground obsemtion in the generally flat, open terrain is good, parti cula.r:uy -

aserial observation, Forested areas are nearly nonexistent. Whers they do

- exist they are of the sparse, single (occasionally double) canopy type. The -
- major hindrance to observation is the nunisrsus nipa palm groves alorg the.
. water courses and cultivated trees, etc., surrounding hzbitations, The
© domipnant rice and marsh areas are not significant hazards to obsarvation.

The mmerous dikes used to control water can be used to conosal low objects
or troops from ground observation. Urban areas also present a considerable
obstacle to both ground and aerial observation. Tae pineapple phtlnta.tion
offers good to excellent concealment for bunkers and foxholss from ground -
ohservation and fair to good concealment of this ‘yp of rortifica.ti.on

o from asrial cbsarvation,

b Fields of Five: Theee sre gensrally excallent

th:onghowhthemoviace with minor restrictions dus to bmilt up areas,

uipa paln sooves. 27on ":.tcz-wa;ys, and tho limited p‘.l.nnpph anl rarutod
areas,. . .

- CONFIDENTIAL
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- & Cover: This is efforded by few natural formes

tdons, Most of the extensive bunker and tunnsl complexss are located along.

water couraes, in the vegetation around hamlets, and in the pineapple
plantation, The dikes of the rice paddys provide cover from direct fire
weapans: to troops in the prons position. Roadway also provides. sinnu-
protection dus to the fact that they are ancitmlly built on embankments
1 to 3 meters above the surrounding terrain. mmmrmtmtnd

 bamlets and other msonry objects also provide same cover,

g Ohstacless ' The m,jor obstacles to any WP' ot

movemsnt in Gla Dinh Province are the numerous canals in the area. The
-~ swamp and marsh areas also provide cbstacles to movement, Other sreas
in which movement is significantly impeded are in the pineapple plantation -

and the forest area Just north of the Rung Sat Speeial Zom.

' . @ Cross Country Movement: In this area it is
geurallyfairto good for foot troops and APC's during the dry season,

. 'Movement for wheeled vehicles and tenks is usually restricted to the
L eustingroad mtwork :i.naJJ. geasons, ‘- N

_f; Keyrmun: con'h'olotf.hon-Jorliulot

o comn.ication are essentinl for the deployrent and logistical support

. of military forces throughout the area, . This can best be accocplished. =
by controlling the major intersections of roads, rivers, and canals and
by controlling bridges in the area. Control of these itews is also. '
-impwbanttothemintenanceofpouticalmmdeconoucatabﬂit:.-
. Critical terrain that offers observation and control over large sections
" of terrain is non-existent, Terrain offering limited observation is too

mmerous to be identified. Avenues of approach are also too mimerous tof

o be identified on an {ndividual basts.

(3) Economica: -
() Mating ‘Situations’ 'rho economic: si.tuat:!.on hu

' ,steadihdoterimtoddnstoinﬂamomryprumnwudbythennu o
- of Allied Forcos and spsculation hoarding by bisinessmen, mrindim
,jmmsurfmdmstsimthﬁrmneymhu., : g ;

(b) Effect on Eramy Capabilitys !uomuc uohﬁon m‘.‘

mmmummortuvc. The VG vil) uqncummm.eo.r .
Mosimticn. o : .

(c) Effect on mmxy rurom hﬂ.nr. to rectify

" current shortoowtngs. (rising prices and inoome distribution) will producs =~
,radaoddirﬁ.enluu mtheprauntgmrmnt(ﬁﬂ). ’ ‘
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% (!.) Sociology: Estimated population in Gik Dinh Province

is approximately 4.5 million. 1,400,000 people live:in’the Saigon-Cholon
area, 700,000 are ethni:~ Chinese and 129,000 are North Viatnmu
cathono. There is soms anti-foreign sentiment evident, =

_(a) Effect on Enamy Capabilities: The concentration of
population ellows the enemy to infiltrate with relative case.’ Chinese
people are indifferenct to GVN and are potentially exploitable by the VC.

- {b) Effect on Friendly Capabilitiess GVN has satise -
fagtory control of the people in motropolitan areas of Gia Dinh, but in
swrrounding areas the GVN has little or no influence,

(5) Psychology: The pacification program had bean very

- succassful in Gia Dinh. There was a great: deal of pro-government and

pro-US sentiment in the area. The psople had come to feel that the
government with the US Forces can provide them with the degree of militsry
sescurity they nsed to live the kind of 1lifs they desira. Many people
had become quite dependent on the US assistance and commercialism, A
~ 1arge number of businessmen catered to the US population, As a result of
the recent TET offensive, both GVN and US prestige has been dealt a severe,
but hopefully not insurmountable set back, The success (in the psycholo-
gloal sense) that the VC enjoyed during their brief but violent asssult -
on wvhat was heretofore regarded as a safe area has no doubt left very
grave doubts in the mindas of many Vietnamese citizens as to the wisdom
«f supporting GVN and US Forces in any overt mamner., The extent of anti-
* government and anti-US feeling engendercd by these events can not yet be
properly assessed., It ias conceivable that the indiscriminate slaughter
.of civilians, the violation of their own declared truce, the abuss of
religicus leaders and shrines by the VC may possibly have counter balanced
vhtovu' psyehological success they m.y have gained chn'ing tho offenaivo.

| J., (6) mmmnmdcmntr

8. MNorals: It has been determined from interrogation ot PWs and
returnses, and from the civilian population that the morale of the VC
was high prior to the TET attack. The high level of morale prior to
the attack can be attributed to the extensive VC indoctrination amd
propagzanda. There are muorous reports from PVs and Retwrnees of tha VO
promises of heavy artillery suppori, complete support cf the civilian

tion, and resupply from the US and ARVN resources. after the victory..
To: boost the VG morals even mare, a new rocket weapon, was dascribed as
" having 7,00C meters rangs, with destructive powers of developing heat
4o 15000 degrees Centiprade, incinerating everything within 200 - 1,000
meter redius. It is Lion understandable that the morale of the enexy
dropped drastically when thoir leaders promises were not realized.

' Perhaps the greatest factor towards the enow'sdomﬂiuﬁmm his.
~ gross. unduutmtion of our capn.bmuos and asuh.

RO
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.. confirmed that the 5th VC Division Artillery was in -
'~ really used to support the attack. Reports from PW and Returnees indicate = -
5+ that VC did not deploy their artillery because of lack of time and too - '

) . B C@ "”QE: "N u’{l ) ’

" be Leadership: novcloadarshipm judgedubeinggoodprior
to the attack, As in other commnist organizations, the Viet Cong
emphasiges blind obedience and leadership by fear. The Viet Cong were
pushed into the battle against insurmountable odds, while their leaders

- ‘must bave known: the futility of their efforts. It was evident from ths -
* attdck that the Viet Cong leaders were: ready to sacrifice their troops for -

an uncertain objective, Following the: TET attack, the. VG leadership and.
control deteriorated. This was evidenced from the chsos and panic when
the units were hit by air strikes and artillery, ' Further evidence was

furnished by the prisoners and returnees who stated that in ons instance

& third battalion of the 274th Regiment did not attack as planned dus to '
- the divisions hopelessness of the mission, The battalion commander C

decided that the attack was compromised and gawe an order rot to l.tﬁok :

" but to remain in place, The remaining battelions of the 274th Regiment

failed in their objectives. Mamy of the wounded VC were left in place:
to die, Few attempts were rade to organize the units end aid the wounded,

" Scattered individuals were left to- then- own devices since 10 uans for

withc.ra.nl were made,
g l‘lct:lca -and’ Techniqnoa: , AR v
(1) General: Although tho tacties and vc modus operandi are

‘mnmm,thapattornotthamwfensiwdidmttonmtum

of VO combat principles, Their basic mansuver indicated a cocrdizated.

. attack, but the friendly actions disorgenized the VC movements and

forced him to commit his forces piece-meal., The VC were waiting for

the heavy rocket and mortar support which never came. 4lthough it vas
the area, it was not

much enemy activity. The entire operation appeared to hck the umal

; tedious prepe.ration for wh:lch the VC has been kmmx

(2) Camunage ‘Priar to ths. attack, the vc used eamu.ﬂago

i ‘%o the utmost, Their defensive positions were well camouflaged and
.7 . concealed,s Ths base camps and: caches were well camouflaged and have:

chown constant camouflage maintenance. Tahe VC obsarvers and reoomia-“

o <‘vmeoolamntsworecawmngedsuita. However, during the attack

$tself very little camouflage was used, Following the attack and the

eubsequent. dispersal of VG troops, camouflage was not evident.

3) Offeneive Tactics: The tactics used by the 275th Rog:!.u_nt

' "aimgmmmmiwmdiﬁmntmthommlpttmot

offensive tactica, Their attack was reasonably well coordinated and
violent., However, thars were several basic errors committed in the
conduct of the attack, The V3 troops force-marched for several kilometers
to. got into position to begin the attack simltaneously with VC units

" throughout the ITI Corps tactical Zons. This rapid movement through virgin

forests at night caused confusion and disversal. Being rushed, the VG units

-~

* - weve uneble to maintain their normalstringent security and noise discipline, -
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and hence were detected by elements of ‘the:brigads,. &icu thc VG did :
. not. expect. to be in positions, These incidents caused further confusion
_and- disorganization of the VC elements and presented them from reaching
their positions on time. The Whadplannedtoattackdtara.mﬂm
rocket and artillsry preparation, but the imediate destrustion of ,
his rocket launching sites and the 199th Brigads counter mortar fires
did not allow him to fire subsequent barrages. The VG was trying to:
. reorganize, but the sweep and reconnaissance in force operations con~
ducted by the elements of tha 1991'.h Brigade, px'evented hia frem doi.ng
SO.

(4) Defensive Tactics: During the sweep opera.t.tom befare

thn attack, the VO defended his base camps and supply areas f¥om

prepared defensive positions, His defenses were good and appeared to be

well organized, The bunkers and fighting positions were genuraily well

- prespared, camouflaged and well built. The defenses of ths rocket sites
wers generally hasty and ineffective, Anti-aireraft artillery was not -

- positioned near the sites to protect the launching sites from friendly
air attacks, Booby trapc andminss wreusedindehm'nmlcvuy
extensively, : . ; ;

© (5) Miscellansoust It mst be reenphasiudﬂnttbvc did

' not follow their normal modus opérandi in the TET offensive. ' The major
difference was noted in the total absence of withdrawal plans. Prisocnsrs
and rdturnees stated that they were convinced of their coming success and
~ were to link up with other VC Main Farce elements in Bastern Bien Hoa.,

- It was also reported that an umusual mumber of VO and HVA officers were
killed, primarily by air. This fact may account for the extensive deter-
joration of organization after the attack. Another wulnerability of the
Viet Cong is his inability to change plans at the last mimte., The lack
of communications and control require the VC to make detailed preparations
and coordination prior to an operation, Once the operation has started
" 1t is very difficult to modify, change or cancel, Ferhaps the gravest
- error comdtted by the VC was the underestimation.of our dutemination,

.. capabilitics, resources, and will to fight. This was evideanced by

: .mrd?ﬂsandmwmesvhevemheardtocomentuhmﬁqm -
_ - .pessing prepared. positions, "our leaders were stnpid, they bave tom us:
that we could walk in%, ‘

d. logistics: Most of‘the weapons, armunition a:ﬁ;mues-‘m
prepositioned well forward where they could be distributed easily. An
important fast ia the lack of food supplies., Ope priscner stated that .
his unit left BA RIA with three days of rations md two days travel ahead,.
They were told that thoy would resupply from US and ARVE resources when.
they took lcag Binn and Bien Hoa Complexes, In most cases, small unit
leaders were given mouey o purchase food from the eivilian popmlation.
~ Again the VC leaders and planners were confident that thes civilian
- populsaiion would support the VC, The VG lines of resupply were: effective=-
ly interdicted and prior to the attack mmerous weapons and food caches:

- were captured by the elemsnts of the 199th Brigade, 7Ths: YC impwessed.

- CONEIDEMTIAL




B '-lv dvﬂ:l.am as- hbmi-s for movirg amemiticn, mpéni, and food. The

S “guns, and anti-aircraft machine guns still had traces of cosmoline type
. preservative and of these many:were lazking evtdenoe of recent use,

CONFIDE:NTIAL

. -civalian people did not fully support the VC, Many of then eaupod and e
B roportedth.vcpreaencetothellsmmmoriﬁm. .

- Hoq:onn ﬂoapommdbythcvcmmlﬂymmdinam ‘
fgoodconditi.on. Many of ‘ the: new: weapons. suchuthelx-l.'l,»lig:tuchjm

Appearance of new and more sophisticated weaponry, the possible e.ppom

of the-240m Sovist Rockets, and weapous firiug oamponemte’ tniicetes the S

. mdorniutionotvcandnumoul.

o " Intelligence Techniquess Extensive vc mnigenoo a.nd recon=
: nt:lamee activities were noted sines 15 Jamary 1968, VO agents dressad

48 civilians were spotted in villages inquiring of US and ARVN installations. -~ - |

. and activities., VC observers with some sophisticated sighting and fire

diroctionoqnipunntmenportodinmomdingmumthohngm
* Bien Hoa Complex. momoburmkilledhnommlmmoqupp.d

with a nev Russian pistol, compass and East German Zeisa binooulars 8x30

All the equipment was new, A VC reconnaissance. tonmk:lnodby.nhm

- of ¥ 0o 5lat LEP. The VC vore US type camouflage clothing, oarcied US ¥e16
" rifles and had US cigaretts, mwmuaﬁuumumuﬁ o

‘activitiss were extensive and detatled. |
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:f.j‘mun, (Bxtract FRAGIRD 1 ~66) After mmpm, mm/smonm
~ Cazpaign

E w‘»lunnnnnuu'nuumcgnnuuanuu.jlcrs-sr&wg -5":"'?"‘;‘,.‘:
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. I

. 19%th Lt Iar SRR
.t LONG BINH, m,!rossw
o 122320 Jm-rl%&

e - s e R 5 s o e AT NI R S
P . . [ "".A :
e

P

- FRAGGRD 1 - 62 5
S "+ References l:apgovgg'gm, Sheets 6330 m, 6330 :v,bzaoxmémm,

i

R 'makm-gn: Task Force 3-7 i

| - 24 Plat D/17 Cav
Ll e B/2-40 Axrty (DS)
s T R netl.91nrmat (Socutbog)
R I A T Plat (~) 87th Engr .
| Sqd 199th MP Flat . .
SR Dot 199th SigPlat | . ot
IPW Tn 179th M Det -« e e
2, (C)' Commencing 131245 Jamary, Task Force 3-7 moves overland and by = - °
mmmwemmharm-mpmmoumnm. o

A3. (C) Route for road movement as follows:
8. SP - YT 065123 | |
j'b._cr-n'omosa' o | L .
d. OP-X3 790889 - Sl

e. CP-X372791 T

A £. BP - XS T12795 o - ':'f

' 4 (C) Mssionutoeondnctmpudmohoponmum&mm. |

s 5, (6) Tuk!wu}?rmimnmrmmmwmot -
. Cepttal Militry District. A S
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s ';ﬁAmI, (%mmm 2- 68) mmaspm. 7 nm/sucmr

'f.maonnz 68

1. !l‘ukOrgm.hskForcez-3 S , - S 1

_to estahlish a forvard support base vicinity TT 212,

RV

f-*a?'?‘ e-vrueny
Ceemmm
o. or - Yoo

4. ;_(c) mmummmpmmammuwm
R (c) Mmtm Instrustions: R B

Y

"".‘ L ] Q'-.*’*Q‘.'i'-ﬂ'.v*_'-.«ﬂl—:l ‘... mcr.':.' ’;.,. . * e .. ..”. .w, ‘ S s

%z:.%;zmm% s
) ‘12830 J’u’mn'r 1963

Reterence: Kap, v1etnam, 6330 I, 6431 II, 6431 III, 6430 IV

 6/2~40 Arty (DS) |
~Datl.9th1n£1’ht(8mbnog)
Squ?thEnsr _ ,
™8S6RRD - i el LY ;1“,_

(c) consncinxlamhmnry,mroroazémvalbydrmm

(G) noufataroumnthufonm1 :
& 8P oy R N FARE I 4
b CP - nn9124 Gl e e

£ n-namv T T AT

. conrdinuto ﬂthmmnmammmruumm.m.
b. Task foros moves in 2 serials by rosd. IF2-3 (<) farms lst Sertal .. "

:g‘vm:srtmatmanmoonom c/uowmus.muthsm
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MJ’, (mopcnnz &)mm.mnopm,mm/m
TET Campaign :

‘l&i!l’lQQOI‘!Q&!‘Q»W!&QQ“!*#I!-‘P.—Qﬂﬁ-&’? S

. Copy Fo _1_of 45 Coples
. HQ, 199th Lt Inf Bds:

i~ LONG BINH, RVN, YT 07222
! 2312003&::171966
;D

oroan la 68 . ) )
; anoos Map nvrg, 1:50,000, sheets 6330 1, 53 n, 6431 pal aul

. HEG (-)199th - ‘Goa3Imt
S1st Inf (IRP) 1/8/2~47 Y¥ech Inf aPCON

* 49th Inf Plat (Soout Dog)(~) :Tms 49th Inf Plat (MDOS) o

" Det Tist Inf (LRP) .Plat (=) HHC 199th

2-40Arty (<) - D/17 Cav (=)

&7th Engr (=) . 'Gf2=40 Axty (DS)

179th MI Det (=) - 8qd 87th Engr Co
. : ' .Det 199th Sig Flat -

199th Sig Flat (=) ' o o

. - Af2-40 kxty (os)
ml.mmmt (Mnoc)
:2/D/17 Cav - .

-n/z-wmy (0s)

!Flat (=) 87th Engr: -

iSqd 199th MP Plat

'IPW Tm 179 MI Det
‘Det 199th Sig Flat -

1. snmnon
' ,a. Mfcroou Current INTSUM

andlyroreaa: Wopom‘hinvicofmm-mm- "

éc-plctomeludovcrocht,morground ttack price to and
mmmmm&. ! ‘

ml.%hxntmt (Sooutnog) ‘

aw

!
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BT R comummxa e
T R ltmhuntnnnddam 'n'ps-l? cwahudm, S
S m&du', u:anés. R ; '

MISSION, 1mummmmmmmuumom E
Y tomummmt,mm/ormamtonmam 10NG BINE

‘ - ,,'ocuplugminummforeuinmcloutomumm&m

Coe . - =ay launch rocket, mortar and/or ground attacks during TET csasefire. -

e S pu'iod. omuumvmmnmtmnﬁ»dmmonotam.

.. 3. EXEGUTION,

: &, Concept of operationz AnnexA, Operations Ovea-m "rb-lz and
i . 2=3 Inf conduct sweep and search in assigned AO's; TF 4~12 will operate .
Lo . 4dn AO NORTH UNIONTOWN with two companies reinforced, AO UNIONTOWN HOTEL -
P with one company and in A0 WEST UNIONTOWN with Task Force mimus, 2-3

Inf operates in AO EAST UNIONTOWN with two companies and in SOUTH ,

- - UNIONTOWN with one company. 2-40 Arty occupies FSPB CONCORD with one ~

SR : battery, FSPB HOTEL with one half battery and EMB with one half battery.
R uopr.mtyorﬁ:uamnouamdtmlmuw fires. Ann-xn,

i

i

]
1

‘!‘!b-lz

() mmunmmmocmm/cnmwmmm iy
i . (2) Maintain surveillancs during daylight’hours’ doncmt -
boundary of 40 HES’I mom \d.th hn thmhnphtoons - el LA
I AR P L (3) Secure G m (Pw) mmndﬂmtynmnth a "
e RN ';1/3/2-47 Yech Inf. , '
O A (1.) comm. road umityonnantt 24. | ,
SRR (5) Secure FSPD HOTEL vith not lese um ane. phtocn. SRR
ey msz-wmmwmmmmm. Sl
s 23 Infs Esteblish bettalion CFat B, - e
: & osrDmn mmnmwznuuwwxqm. |
~js-e.." n.tm(m)s snppmmop-rmouuwwm
'r."m*m(m-)m: wmmmumumw
i brigede Se2. |
§ g z-wh-ty: Bopeparedtonnpondtocﬂhﬂwﬁroftnht "

| cowpama,




v

' b e R () CONFID:‘\lTlAI |
(1) GS with priortty of support to PSPB HOTEL. :
(2) Be prepu'odtcmcovu*clus Iv iteoms mmmm
1, Coordinating Insu-nctiom:
(1)’ Submit requeéts for airmobils asut: AsAP, -
(2) Priority of airmobile assets to 2-3 Int, mn'rf 1.-12.'
(3) mwcmwn(ﬁuormmvwnhawmuwuuamw)

will be escorted by MP's.

" (4) A1 road convoys require air cover (surveﬂ]ma) auh:ldo of
built up areas.

(5) Close coordination with local sub-sector udvimo is diroctad

: 6) lhintunmmmeofusimdmuwmm :

('I) Mon?orooplanavﬂlberallyooordmtodndmhtd

"-‘w-nnnm prior to comencsnent of TST csssefire period.
" 4. AIMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS

Nocba.ngo

‘5. COMMAND AND SIGNAL. Signals Current SOI aulSSIinoff‘ct.
. .cmlﬁp ’ : ' ’ '

DAVISON
Colonsl.
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i ' -~ Launch Sites , {
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("OMFZDE?\.".‘M' ‘ X
Anmxx, (xxmcr FRAGORD 3 68) muuonmm, mmm/smou
TET Campaign

S IR R ) i

s u»uuuuwno&».u.nn»cW&*u!ioungu&»»&
1R

e . " Copy Nc d_of :

' - L i . HQ, 199th Lt T.T Bde .
| ' LONG BINH, RVN, YT 072122
ﬁvoo Jamnary 1968

ey sy v

- a——

FRAGORD 3 - 68
B 1. (c) References: , .
Hﬂp RVN, 1: 50,000, Sheets’ 6330 I’ 6331 II’ 6‘31 II and 5430 Iy

"b. OPCED 1 - 68, EQ 199th Lt Inf Bde

(C) Task organization listed in OPORD 1 - 68:lsunukangodexcapt
1/5/2-47 Mech Inf released from OPCOK TF 4-12 and veverts to OPCON

199th Lt Inf Bde and 1/D/17 attached IF 4-12. These ehamu confirm -
previous verbal orders.

3. (C) Missions a.ss:lgnod TF 4~12 in pa.ragraph 3, OPORD 1= 68 arc |
changed as follows:

a. Paragraph 3b (3) change to read, '*Secure CHIEU HOX (P¥) compound
. -vic!!Ol.OlZBuithDTroopmiml?c“andSecnrityPhtoonnms
i 199th It Inf Bde™.

_b. Parapraph 3b (6) deleted. o ;
4e (C) The folloving niuiom: for ]./B/2-47 Hoch Inf are addul mﬂor
for Rome nan :

.. paragraph 31 -
During daylight hours provide sacur: tg j
(PN compound vic YT 040128,
Be prepared forcemmntasmm BINH Post RRF on order.,.

P charingaperationsarounchIEUHOI
- ‘ ) b.

c. Prepare and occupy blocking position viec YT 085115 dm.ng hours -
of derkness., (See Annex 4, OPN O/L attached).

B . ' d. Coordinate blocking position with facilities and mﬂ.tt in vicinity
L ‘.mmmmuumwmno%hnumcmz-am. '

Acknovledge

L ' DAVISON
s Colonel
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_ Annex L, (EXTRACT OPORD 2-68)utera.eu ﬁ. port, LONG.BIEN/SATGON qbf
"' | cuu*annw»_lﬂu»*&bm‘gg&nn:u.*uintiari.i
z K ~ : Gowl!o_l_ct A2  Copdes
: o : ! HQ, 199th It Inf Bde
e 5 S LONG BINH, RVN, Y? 072122
. 021800 February 1968
" OPGRD 2 - 68 : A
’ Reference: ha.p RVN, 1:50,000, shoets 6300 I, 6331 n, 6531 n,
d 6430 IV _ , . Lo
Task Orgnm: . |
s Contro. o : . 2=3

HC (=) 199tk . ' o mz.%mm(smmg)
51st Inf (LRP) . Gf2-11 ACR (m’con)
49th Inf Plat (Scout Dog)(=) | g/z_m irty (38) °
Dat Tist Inf (IRP) ;
4/3-17 Cav (OPCON) ' 4=12 RS
2/40 Arty (- ‘
8'7th Engr (- | Tms 4Sth Inf Plat (Sccnt nog)
B ) 179th MI Dat (=) . D17 Cav (=)
U . 199th MP Plat (=) - Cf2=40 (DS)
' . 199th Sig Plat (=) . ' Sqd 87th Engr .

=1

Tm 49th Inf Piat (Scont Dog)
2/D-17 Cav :

B/2-40 Arty (DS) - | ,
_ Plat (~) 87th Engr o e
Sqd 199th MP Plat 5 R TR A
IPW T 179th MI Det | | | !

Det 199th Sig Flat

! 1. strumow | -

{ 8. Enemy Forces: S e : L : =
(1) z74thxegmntuportedon1reb68tob.nﬁmctm-

ber plantation YT 0217. This Regiment was reportedly lmrt bedly, um
trying to regroup for exfiltration to the east and south.

(2) Zlements of 275tn n.gtmb.mtodumnosm m

- formation unconfiimed. Klements pouiblymzﬁthwmm‘ i
oznommnpuonmm. ; o o
. f ) ' .

i
v
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- -
o b e ek e e e w -

e B/51 Inf (18P) S

" (3) Headquarte p?ﬁﬂ? EtNl'cAg%h w mmién M ‘
loeatod vi.o T 122175 ur:;ozugo Feb,

“w mmmme.tmm

. -Friendly Forces: 101st Abm Div “M°P°'inum‘og.{.’_;_v‘:_;,‘f“ :
_,mtam%mdwmm,mam‘mu ;
allied military instellations. - |

Attachmnts and detachmentss
(1) Security Plat (=) HEC 199tk LIB atucbnd to n/rz c.v
(2) Det 10lst Abn Div (L8P) GPCON 199th LIB on order 3 Peb 68, B

- .2, MISSION commencing 030700 Feb 68 the 199th Light Infa.ntry Brigade :
~ continues to conduct reconnaissance in force in-specified company sized

AO's located in adjusted AO's NORTH UNIONTOWN, UNIONTOWN HOTEL, WEST

o .mommmmomuwm-mmmkmammm. o
» forces.. , o o

" 3. WXECOTION .

a. Concept or Oparationu Seo Annex, dmﬁm Overlw. TP 23 |

" contdnuer to sweep AO's 1, 4 and 5, in thet order, insuring that HO NAT
.- Village is totally secured and complately cleared of all enemy elements,

A0 5 will be swept with one compeany sise elemsnt and remainder of forces .

“4n AO's 1 and 4. Armored Cavalry team will be retainsd to conduot .
. reconnaissance in force in AOQ 8, Preparetoinsertmpanysimrcrmﬁx;
. 4n AO's 6 and 7 to sweep from north to south on order; prepu'ostocomt

- . Armored Cavalry Team as Bde RRF on order; and establishes ooordina.tion

with 9th US Inf Div vicinity coordinmates YT 110123, 4-12 Inf conducts

" two company reconnaissance in farce:north to.south in A0 2; maintains
-screen along north bank of DONG FAI River with:ons company in A0 33
;- conduets. reoomaieaminfminlﬂ't9mmnthsomm
o slne elwt'MaemsMBHmnﬁmphmwwmm :
" .platoons. by night. A/3/17 c.v-upmumz-zmaplzmmm u
" directed, maintains mumumumwcu,n,n,umm cn

- and supports IRP operations. F/51 Inf (IRP) will establish the sur- :

veillance sereenusimdhvs-zuthmtyfommADlnl
maintain screen along northern boundary of NRTH UNIONTCWN AO. M’

i ... Tist Inf (LRP) and Det 10lst Abm Div (IRP) will conduct miseions
- assigned by S-2 in conjunotion with F/51 Inf (LEP).. wwmm

opdntiomwithﬁroaoncm.r.‘ !
" be TP 233 ‘ ,
’c.: lu-lzlnts | R  :'
‘a4 37 Ints cdntimaas.OP”vSHto@m%' |
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e s

Det 71st Inf (IRP)
Det 1015t Abn Div (1ep)’
240 &ty
Coordination Instm&im:

L cunnnrjiﬁh. .,

1

4. o
(1) ALl units be propared to exploit comtact with enemy,

(2) Reconnaissance in force clements wi“l form into platoon
size incremsnts for night ambushes along selected 10C's in active AO's,

4o AIMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS. Mo change
5. OOMAND AKD SICNAL. No change

" DAVISON
Colonel
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e P —— coNﬂDENT!AL
. - L, ( m 4 = €8) After B -
’ . rm C

uowu&aiuluiinﬁunaunnmpnus;».nwalﬁut

" comr B
.xﬁm‘zﬁ ""“",‘”
1ONG BINH, RVN, YT OT2122
061200Mun71966

""":':f! b AN RS AR e

FRAGORD 4 - 68

. l. Reforence issued overlay

2. Task Orgn: No change v

s B Brigadehrolouedn-ohmoxloutAbnMvmm*»mn

. FFV effective O71400 Feb 68, At 071400 Feb brigade relinquiches AO's . ..
Mtﬁ"‘ﬁmomm%mtmmvmdumwv"
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