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1. Forwarded as inclosure is Operational Report - Lessons Learned,
Sth Special Forces Greup (Airborne), lst Special Forces for quarterly
period ending 31 January 1967. Information contained in this report
should be reviewed and evaluasted by CDC in accerdance with paragraph 6f
of AR 1-19 and by CONARC in accordance with paragraph 6c and d of AR 1-19.
Evaluations and corrective actions should be re osrted to ACSFOR OT within
90 days of receipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to the Com-
mandants of the Service Schools to insure appropriate benefits in the
future from lessons learned during current operations, and may be adapted
for use in developing training material.
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> SECTION 1 (i\' SIGNIFICANT ORGANIZATION OR UNIT ACTIVITIES

B o

1, (8) General: Throughout the last quarter CIDG forces have
aggressively purst * the Viet Cong and successfully thwarted his attempts
to mass forces for la.ge scale attacks on CIDG camps. The increasingly
rapid response br- CIDG units, Mike Forces, tactical aircraft, and "_
artillery to enemy contacts and intelligence reports has unquestionably :
limited VC ouperations and caused him to sustain large numbers of
casualties, This steadily improving reaction capability has also
given a tremendous bcost to the corfidence of the CIDG troops. During
the last three months CIDG forces were cradited with killing 1,302 VC,
as compared with 817 for the previous reporting period, =
S8}, Particularly noteworthy was the contribution of the CIDG units
in joint operaiions with other Free World Military Assistance Forces,

The missions given to CIDG units include reconnaissance, search and
destroy, flank security, blocking force, reaction force, road and
convoy security, and special missions, In all such operations the
CIDG forces have proven to be a potent, flexible supplement to con-
ventional units, _Outstanding examples are Operation Rio Blanco, Task
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AYGB-C 15 February 1967 l
SURJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly YFeriod Ending 31 January 1967 6

Force Prong (see Inclosure 10), the Mike Force in Tay Ninh Province ‘
prior to Operation Attleboro (see Inclosure 11), and I'roject Delta

reconnaissance operations, The Mobile Guerrilla Force concept was
further developed and refined with the successful completion of
Blackjack 21 and 22 (see Inclosures 16, 17). These operations were of
significant value in restricting the VC use of safe havens in areas ] |
where he had been previously unmolested. In addition, experience

gained in unconventional warfare operations of this type will be an

invaluable aid to the future development of Special Forces doctrine,

The flood conditions which existed throughout the Delta area in the *
fall of 1966 turned out to be an opportunity as well as a hardship

(see Inclosures 13 - 15). By exploiting a responsive,prolific

logistical aystem, superior firepower and mobility, and personal

ingenuity and determination, the detachments in IV CTZ were able to

achieve several telling victories over the enemy. The employment

of airboats and U,S. Navy Patrol Air Cushion Vehicles (I'ACV) to-

gether with armed helicopters, reconnaissance aircraft, and air-

mobile reaction forces proved to be a formidable operational asset

against the Viet Cong., Using information gained and lessons

learned during this period, Company D is preparing a rainy season

offensive plan far 1967 which is designed to capitalize on the

potential advantages of flood conditions to friendly units, To cope

with the personnel problems generated by the expanding scope and

intensity of Special Forces operations, a Modified Table of

Organization and Equipment (MTOE) was written and submitted to

USARV (see Inclosure 22)., The approval of the MTOE will solve one

of the greatest problems facing this unit, i.e.,, maintaining

sufficient personnel to accomplish currently assigned missions.

The Group staff was reorganized in order to facilitate coordination

and planning of the Revolutionary Development program'for 1967.

The S5 section has been redesignated the Revolutionary Develomment

Support Activity, and PSYOP is now a function of the S3 section.

The group historical program was given additional impetus by the

visit of BG S.L.A. Marshall, ‘'nder his guidance selected unit

persomel were trained in the technique of conducting combat after- .
action interviews, Also, a Group regulation outlining the historical

program is being published. As an adjunct to this program, a

Historical/Group Bemavior Pilot Study is being conducted among .
selacted "A" detachments (see Inclosure 19). To accomodate and
stimulate the spiritual aspects of a soldier's life, a new Group
Chapel was built in a puriod of only 17 days. It was campl "ad in
time for the visit of Francis Cardinal Spellman, ¢ho led Christies
Mass an?! Blessed the sttractive new Chapel,
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending I January 1967

2. (C) Inteiligence: During the reporting period the Group 52 continusd
implementation of previously initinted plans to increase the intelligence
collection and production effort within the command. For greater efficiency

and ecanomy of porsonnel there has been o cansolidetion and reorganization of
intelligence resources at the A" detachment, "B" detachment, and company lsvels
(Incl #2). Plans for utilization of the DOD authorized MI augmentation detach-
ment have been finalized,and thse first of these personnel have already arrived
in the Group (Incl 2, Annex 2). As an aid to lower level units and to insure
receiving maximm timely information and intelligence, many new group regulations
are being published and distributed. To insure the maximum utilization of all
intelligence resources and prevent costly duplication of effort, an aggressive
program of close coordination with 211 intelligence agencies in the Republic

of Vietram has been instituted. (Incl 2, Annex 1).

a, It has been recognized that one of the major advantages anjoyed
by the frec world military forces over the enemy is the superiority of aur
modern technology as applied to warfare. This same technology which has proven
so effective on the battlefield in terms of mobility and firepower can also
be put to use in tho intelligence field. The Group is currently engaged in
the development, procurement and use of advanced electronic devices to aid in
combat surveillance and specialized intelligence projects (Incl 2, Annex 3),

b. On 18 January 1967 tho Group conducted an S2 Conference/Semi~
nar to discuss the variations of Special Forces in-country intelligence
activities and arrive at a standard program in consonance with current Growp
policy and MACV directives. -All participants were encouraged to present
their personal views on their areas of the proposed intelligence program.
Recommendations for intellignece requirements and procedures were finalized,

c. The final phase of the intelligence cycls is dissemination of
the finished intelligence product. The increasing capability of the Group's
collection and analysis alaments and the greater number of intelligence report
recipionts has seriously overloaded the Group!s reproduction facilities,
(ne "3M" Brand Modsl 209 has been requisitioned for use by the Growp headquarters,
which processes an average of more than 450 duplications of documents, rvcords,
letters, and supporting inclosures each day. Five ®3M" Brand Model 107's
have been requisitioned for use by Companies A, B, C, D, and Detachment B-55
in order to moye effectively administor to higher, lower arnd adjacent units,

3
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3, (C) Operations and Training:
a, Plans,

(1) The plan for special operations during the first half of
CY 1967 was drawn up and submitted during the querter. Additionally, re-
visions and updating on existing Mans and dircct.ves concerning 5th SFG
CI and UW missions were completed and submitted as directed ty MACV,

(2) The preparation of specific contingency plans for the Sth
SFG was initiated and will be complcted during the next quarter.

(3) The 5th Special Forces Group MPOE 31-105E, dated 11 Jamary
1967, was farwarded to U,S. Army, Victnam,on 13 Jenuery 1967 and is currently
being staffed by that hoadquarters. The approval of the MIOF will solve one
of the greatest problems facing this unit, i.e., assignment of sufficlent
personnel to accomplish currontly assigned missions, Although certain in-
creases in unit strongth were approved and authorized as far back as 1965,
the obstacle of troop strength limitations in Vietnam has caused the MI'OE
to be slowed up pending identification of trade-off spaces. U.S. Amy, Vietnam,
has attempted to alleviate the personnel shortage problems by indorsing a
Sth Special Forces Group request for TDY personnel for 180 days as a stop-gap
moasure, and by attempting to expedite the transmittal of the tTOE. In house
measures being taken by the Sth Special Farces Group to address the personnel
problem include: assignment of personnel within the group to insure maximum
manning of operational units and minirum manning of headquarters units, en-
couragemenu of voluntary tour extensions, and a hard look at all requests for
curtallment of tours,

b. (C) Operations. Summary of Significant Oporations by Corps
Tactical Zoness

I CT2: During tho period 20-23 November, CIDG and RF units from
sevoral camp areas in I Corps participated in the first joint/combined operation
in I Corps. Other Wnits participating in Cperation "Rio Blanco" were ARVN,
ARVN Rangers, Korean Marines, and U.S. Marines. In December USASF detachment
members from Camps Ticn Phuc, A-102, Quang Tin Province; Ha Thenh, A-104, Quang
Ngai Province; and Thuong Duc, A-109, Quang Nam Province, were attached to the
1st USMC Reconnaissance Battalion to participate in oporations that were being
conductad in or near the TAGR's of their individual dstachments. This
program proved to be highly successful and will be contimued.

Operational activity in the area of Camp Thuong Duc inareased
in sisze, mumber and scope during the reparting period. The most succesaful
oporation was conducted on 21-22 Jaruary 1967. This search and deatroy
operation, consisting of four USASF, two LIDB and two companies of CI1DG,
becams hoavily engaged with an catimated two companies of VC main forco
troops in tho vicinity of ZC 2054, Dus to the requirament for quick reaction
by an exploitation force, an additional company of CIDG snd RF were dis-
patched from the camp. The Mobile Force, which was on standby os & compayy
reserve ot Danang, was shuttled into Camp Thuong Duc to provide additional
exploitation forcoe and to sugment camp dofense, By aggressive mansuvering
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and excellent fire and air support, this operation resulted in L9 VC
killed (confirmed), 25 VC killed (probable), and large amounts of
supplies and equipment destroyed.

During the period 19-21 December Detachment A-101 moved
from Khe Sanh to Long Vei II. Prior to the move Long Vel had been an
ARVN camp. The camp was completely operational by 21 December,

PR ———
e

II CTZ: On 8 Novemver Task Force Prong was initiated in é
the area of Operation Paul Revere IV, Initially the Task Force con- =
sisted of ore Mike Force Company (3rd Cc), one CIDG company from Camp
Duc Co, A-253, Pleiku Frovince, and a command element from Company B.
At 101330 Nov the Duc Co company, the Plei Djereng company and the
command element were in heavy contact with an estimated battalion fram
the 33rd NVA Regiment. Contact was broken when two companies from the !
4th U.S, Infantry Division linked up with the CIDG force at 110030 Nov. -
On 110630 Nov the Mike Force company was in heavy contact with an estimated 3
battalion from the 88th NVA Regiment. Contact was broken when a U.S,
company linked up with the Mike Force at 111630 Nov. In these actions
two USASF were killed and three were wounded, On 1909C0 Nov the Mike
Force company was relieved by two infantry companies fram the Lth U.S,
Infantry Division. (See inclosure 10 far After Action Report).

During the month of January there was a significant in-
crease in activity around Camp Lac Tien, A-236, Darlac Frovince.
Operations conducted on 5, 10, and 13 January made contact with VC
units up to company size, resul*ing in a total of 22 VC killed (confirmed)
and over 100 probably killed. One CIDG was killed,9 wou-?:, and two
USASF wounded in these contects. On 13 January one CIDG company was
airlifted from Camp An Lac, A-234, Darlac Province, to provide reinforce-
rent for Camp Lac Tien. The next day two ARVN battalions commerded
operations in this area to further augment the security of the camp. A
company size operation from Camp Lac Tien again made contact on 19 January
during which seven VC were killed by airstrikes (confirmed), 35 probably
killed, and five automatic weapons destroyed. Reaction forces were sent
out from camp, but were called back because of intelligence reports
indicating that a large enemy force was moving from the scuth with the
intent to overrun Lac Tien District Headquarters and Camp Lac Tien, !
Although this attack has not materialized, it is cansidered to be well
within the enemy's capability, and the threat to the camp still exists,

Construction of a new camp at T'lei Djereng, L-251, Flellku
Frovince, began in December., A concentrated effort started on 13 Dec
with the arrival of the Special Forcea Enginecr Team KB-7 of the 53%th :
Enginser Detachment. This is the first camp to be built under the : ;
nrighting camp® concept (See Inclosure 3). i

III CTZ: ‘' The most significant action durirg this reporting
period occurred near Carp Soui Da, *~322, Tay Ninh Frovince. On 2 Nov
the III Corps Mike Force was poved ty air into the Soui Da area to
canduct reconnaissance miasions against a knowi. VC base area. Eight
separate c~ntacts were made with ._lements of seversl VC regiments., The
Mike Force was credited with rendering a VC battalion ineffective, Total
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conﬁmeg en:my casugitieetwere 35 killed, and anothe{néhe frobably killed

gogn action, 8 action was part of a develfp situation which
}gt became peratzon Attleboro, th}‘g largest operation of the war up to
that time. (See %nclosur: 11 for After iction Eg rts).

On 10 Jan a combined CIDG, ARVN and Mike Forze heliborne
operation was iritiated in support of the opening of & new CIDG camp at
Tra Cu, 4-352, Han Nghia Yrovince. Continuous light.o-moderate enexy
contacts have been made since the operation began. On 21 Jan one Mike
Force Company and one CIDG campany on a search and destrcy operation
engaged an estimated reinforced VC cumpany armed with automatic weapons,
A heavy firefight ensued, &nd artillery and airstrikes were called in.
Two USASF were wounded on the initial contsct, and a Medevac helicopter
came in to perform the evacuation, After take-off, the helicopter re-
ceived heavy ground fire and was shot down, resulting in cne U.S. pilot
killeu and one helicopter destroyed, As the firefight continued, one
USASF was killed, one CIDG killed, and seven CIDG wounded in an assault
on VG positicns, /fter airstrikes were received, the VC broke contact
and withdrew southwest. As of 31 Jan, 19 VC had been killed, four
captured, and nine suspects detained, Also, the operation had suffered
& total of 42 friendly c-sualties, the majerity of which had been
caused by mines and booby ti-vps that had been encountered in the area,

On 14 Jan a company size search and destroy operation Jram
Bu Dop, A-341, Thuoc Long krovince made contact with an estimated NVA
battalion in defensive positions, Airstrikes and artillery supperted,
and the 3lst ARVN Ranger Battalion from Song Be, B~34, rhuoc Long Province,
was dispatched to Bu Dop to reinforce camp defenses after another CILG
company was sent to'the contact area as a reaction force. Results of
this contact were 55 NVA L.lled :nd 13 weapons captured. Friendly
casualties were three CIDG ldlled and 11 wounded, with six weapons lost.
{See Inclosure 12 for After Action Report),

During the last quarter Detachment B-35 was relocated from
Hisp Hoa to Duc Hoa in Hau Nghia Frovince, with Detachment A-351 assuming
operations at Hiep Hoa. On 4 Jan Detachment A-333 moved to a new location
at Caa Song Be, Phuoc Long Province. As mentioned above, Camp Tra Cu,
A~352, Hau Nghia Frovince was opened or 10 January,

IV CT2: The past quarter began with much of the Delta area
8till flooded. As a result of Special Forces logistical capability and
the vulnerability of the Viet Cong forces, the flooded conditions gave
friendly forces a clear tactical advantage. This advantage was further
enhanced by the employment of sirboats, U.S., Navy Patrol Air Cushion
Vehicles (PACV), and armec helicopters in combined operations. Three
airboat platoons campleted training and were deployed to the operational
areas of Moc Hoa (B-4l) and Cai Cai (A-412). These platoons participated
i, forty~five search and destroy operations during the month of November
ard the first half of December (See Inclosure L4). Three U.S. Navy VACV's
were deployed in Kien Tuong Province on an experimental basis and proved
excellent for use in this area, The speed, firepower aml shock effect
of the airboat platoons and 1ACV's together with armed helicopters turned
many operations into decisive victories. The most outstanding operation
ol this type was conducted on 22 Nov by Camp Moc Hoa, A-414, Kien Tuong
Province, This sesrch and destroy operation was supported by five airboats,
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three I'ACVis, and armed helicopters. The heliccpters made contact with
75 VC in 25 sampans who were attempting to withdraw to the north when
sighted. The PACV's and airboats moved to the location and engaged
the VC. CIDG forces were helilifted into poaition east of the contact
and advanced approximately 200 meters northwest until they had to be
extracted due to proximity -f the Cambodian border. Results of this
operation were 56 VC killed, 11 small arms various other items captured,
with only cne CIDG wounded. (See inclosure 14, annex i, for /.fter
Action Reporty

When the water table receded in mid-December, camps damaged
by the floods began their assessment of damage and reccnstruction within
their capabilities. An after action report on the flood period has been
includsd in this report ae Inclosure-13,

A significant contact was made by Camp Thuong Thel, A-=425,
Kien Thong I'rovince, on 6 Jan. A company size search and destroy patrel
engaged ‘an estimated VC company in fortified positions. A-~425 requested
assistance from the Mike Force in trying to hold the ¥C in position and
destroying them befo~e they could slip across the Cambodian border.
A USAF F/\C adjusted artillery fire and called for an immediate airstrike
while the Mike Force campany was being committed. Within three hours
of the request, sufficient helicopters had bsen assembled and the Mike
Force company had been helilifted into position. Even though the VC
company was able to withdraw into Cambodia under cover of darknsss and
carry away the dead and wounded, all indications were that the VO suffered
heavy casualties.

Detachment A-~427 on rhu Quoc Island continued operation
Pepperbush, which is designed to pacify the entire island during 1967.
Phase IV was campleted in December 1966 with favorable results, The VC
no longer band together in large units, but move about in small groups
mostly talking evasive action,

¢s (8) Special Operations,

{1) Project Omega: Iroject Omega participated in Operation
BLACKHAWK under the operational control of CG. I FForce V with eight
recomnaissance teams, the 3rd Reaction Force uvompany, and two platoons
from the Security Force during the period 12 November-3 Decamber 1966, On
12 Decamber 1966, the detachment returmed to the field for continuation of
BLLCKHAWE, which lasted until 12 January 1967. The results of these
operations were highly profitable with regard to intelligmce gathered for
use in plamning future FWMAF operations,

(2) FProject .Delta: Since the last reporting period Froject
Delta conducted the following activities:

(a) Opn 13-66 Thase I - (14 Oct - 18 Nov)

(b) Opn 13-66 Phagse I1 = 28 Nov ~ 2, Dec 66, The thase
II operation resulted in six VC KIA, nine KBA.

(3) Project Sigma: Since the last reporting period, Iroject
Sigma has conducted 5. operations as followss
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(a) Operation I'oint Lansing {4~9 Nov).

(b) Operation 5-66 (10 Nov - 6 Dec).

(¢) Operation Toronto (4~8 Jan).

{d) Operatior Nashville {17-19 Jan 67).

(e) Operaticn Sheboygan (17-18 Jan 67).
The operations resulted in 18 VC killed,

(4) The following is an outline of the long range reconnaissance
patrol program of the 5th Special Forces Group (iirborne):

(a) Concept:
1. Overt reconnaissance and commando asseta, Irojects
Omega and Sigms, are deployed to provide & long range reconnaissance and
interdiction capability to Commending General IFFV and IIFFV,
2. Reconnaissance and Airborne Ranger force assets,
TrojJect Delta, are dsployed to provide long range reconnaissance and inter-
diction capability to Senior Adviscrs I and IV CTZ or provide a MACV
reserve for in=country operaticns,
(b) Forces:
1. Special Operaticns Command Element-NHA TRANG:

Deputy 6cumander for Special Cperations, Head-
quarters, 5th Special Forces Group (Lirborms).

2, Iroject Delta (USMACV Reserve)-NHA TRANG:
a. Detachment B-52, 5th Special Forces Group (Abn),
b. 9lst iirborne Ranger Battalion (5 companies),
¢+ One camp defense company.
d. 12 reconnaissance teams (Recondo).
e. 6 CIDG Road Runner Teams,

3. Troject Omega (IFFV)-NHA TRANG:
a. Detachment B-50, 5th Special Forces Group (ibn),
b. 3 commando companies'.

¢» One ca p defense company,
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4. 8 reconnaissance teoams,
ec 4 Road Runner Teams.
4, Project Sigma (IIFFV)-HO NGOC TAO:
a. 3 commando companies,
b. 1 camp defense company.,

¢. 8 reconnaissance teams,

&+ MACV Recondo School-NHA TRANG:

STRENGTH RECAFITULATION: Recon RR Commando Security
Teams Teams Companies Companies

Det off o

B-50 7 52 8 b 3 1l

B-52 19 7n 12 ) *5 1

B-56 1 L9 8 L 3 1l

MACY 3 1

RECONDO

SCHOOL

# - 9lst Lirborne Ranger Battalion (VNSF).
(c) Tasks:

1, The long range reconnaissance task of the 5th Special
Forces Group (Airborne) is to find the encay. This task is a country-wide
effort extending through the four CTZ's or the Republic of Vietnam and re-
lated to conducting special operations against VMC/NVA headquarters,
communications facilities, supply lines and bases in areas along the SVN/Laos
and Cambodian borders,

- e Rt X e

2. Special Operation Projects:

&. Iroject Dolta maintains an operational command,
providing advieory personnel for 12 US/VN reconmaissance teams and the 9lst
Adrbormne Ranger Battalion (VN3P), Project Delta missione are assigned jointly
by MACV/JGB and the project is then placed under the operational control of
a specified VN Corpse. Ject Delta has been continuously deployed for
periods up to 30 days with 5 to 7 days rest and refit botween operations,
M/CV continues to have a Projoct Delta force for use in I and IV Corps or
to satisfy unfulfilled requirements in II and III Corps.

. Project Omega maintaine an operational command
providing command and control personnel for & US/VN reconnaissance teams,
3 commando companies and 1 camp security campany. irojoct Omega is organised

9
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with US personnel and Mike Force asssts, obviating the necessity for ocb-
taining ARVN/JGS concurrence prior to employment. Project Omega is
commnded by Commanding Officer, 5th Special Forces Group (iirborne) and
is under the operational control of Commanding General IFFV, Missions
are assigned by Commanding General IFFV and operational control may be
passed to a US divisional command. Droject Omega is normally deployed
for periods up to 20 days with 5 to 7 days rest and refit between
operations,

c+ DProject Sigma maintains an operational command
providing command and control for 8 US/VN reconmissance teams, 3 commando
companies and 1 camp security company. ProjJect Sigma is organized with US
personnel and Mike Force assets, obviating the necessity for obtaining ARVN/
JGS concurrence mrior to employment. Project Sigma is commanded by Commanding
Officer, 5¢h Special Forces Group (Airborme) and is under the operational
control of Commanding General IIFFV, Missions are assigned by Commnding
General IIFFV and operational control may be passed to a US divisional
command., T'roject Sigma is normally deployed for periods up to 20 days with
5 to 7 daye rest and refit between operations,

(d) Campaign Plan:
1. General:

a. Projects Omega, Delta and Sigma remain responsive
to their respective control headquarters., Following alert for operational
commitment, projects are assigned areas of operation (AQ).

b. Liaison and coordination is effected, support
requirements stated, and an operational plan formulated, This plan is pre-
sented to the controlling headquarters for approval, A Forward Operating
Base (FOB) is established and required force deployed to the FOB. Re-
connaigssance teams are assigned Reconnaissance Zones RZs) and infiltrated
in accordance with the approved operation order. Commando forces are held
ready for commitment to support extraction of reconnaissance teams in the
event an emergency should develop., During the conduct of the operation,
SITRE!'S and SIOT REIORTS are transmittel to the control headquarters with
info copies passed to interested headquarters. Upon completion of the
reconmaissance mission, teams are >xtracted and debriefed,and a detailed
after action report is published and distribuuci,

2. Support Requirements:
a. Armmy Aviation Support:

(1) Deputy Commander for Special Operations,
5th Special Forces Group (Airborne), assumes control of Army aviation
support normally in direct support of Detachment B-~52 operations so that
no loes of team work or operational capability will occur,

(2) Appropriate FFV cammander provides Ammy
10
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aircraft air support to Projects Omega and Sigma. Every effort is made to
use the same aircraft crews in order to enhance operational techniques and
tearwork,

(3) Supported headquarters provide con-
tinuous air radio relay support to insure that a dawn-to-dusk communications
link with depioyed reconnaissance teams is maintained,

(4) Airlift for 132 man Commande Company on
a 2 hour stand-by basis,

3. Tactical air support:

2. Project Delta continues to be augmented by 1
USAF ALO and FLC with OlE aircraft.

b. Appropriate FFV commander provides Projects
Omega and Sigma with similar support, at least to include 1 FAC and O-1E/F
aircrafb.

¢. Tactical air support is mrovided through
respective corps DASC. Air strikes are normally delivered within 30 minutes
from the time of request.

4. Fire support: When operational, Projects Omega,
Delta and Sigma receive fire support from the supported command.

5. Exploitation force: An exploitatiaon force of
campany to brigade strength may be providedyas required and appropriate, to
expluit targets of opportunity uncovered by reconnaissance teams and/or
commando forces,

(5) M.bile Guerrilla Force: During the past reporting period,
two Mobile Guerrilla Force operations were completed, Blackjack 21, 9 Oct -
9 Nov 66, was conducted in southwestern Kontum Province (see Inclosure 16
for After Action Report). Blackjack 22, 10 Dec 66 to 12 Jan 67, was con~
ducted in Boun Me Ga area of II CTZ (see Inclosure 17 for After Action
Report). As of 31 Jan 67 two operations, Blackjack 31 and Blackjack 41, are
in progress., The following is an outline of the Mobile Guerrilla Force
program as developed by the 5th Special Forces Group (Airborme).

(a) (S) Concept: USASF Mobile Guerrills Forces are
deployed into VC dominated areas to establish a series of secret patrol
bases and conduct reconnaissance and combat operations against VC/NVA
forces.

(b) (S) Forces:
1. 8 USASF ™A™ Detachments.

2, 8 Combat Reconnaissance Flatoons,

. 8 Guerrilla Companies.

o
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(¢) (8) Phases of Execution:

1. Phase I: Each "C" detachment, 5th Special Forces
Group (Mirborne) is assigned two (2) USASF "i" detachments and from within
Corps recruiting resources, provided two (2) Combat Recon Platoons and two
(2) Guerrilla Companies. Mike Force reaction forces are currently assigned
and require no augmentation. ill units, except USASF "A" detachments, will
consist of indigenous parsonnel responsive to US command and control.

2. Thase II: An intensified training period will be
conducted by the USASF "A" detachment at a location to be designated by
Commanding Officer, "C" detachment. Primary emphasis will be placed on
individual and amall unit tactics and operations, This training will cover:

a. Intelligence collection.

o

. Reconnaissance operations,

Raids and ambushes.

1o
L ]

=

Marksmanship.

Communications,

Iee

First aid.
Survival .

s

Land navigation,

- I
[ ) -

Physical conditioning.
Special subjects to include DZ eelection,

-

reporting and operations,
3. Phase III:

a. Operations commence on I-Day (tc be announced)
with the land infiltration of the guerrilla force into the area of operstion
fram a pre-selected and established Forward Operating Base (FOB) amd/or
Mission Support Site (MSS),

. The Combat Reconnaissance Platoon (CRP) will
be dispatohed in advance of the min body to provide route reconnaissance,
oollect intelligence infcrmatian and establish the initial resupply point,
The CRP will secure the patiol base (PB) and receive the first resupply.
Within the operetiomal area, the CRP wvill perform reconnaissance to
deternine routes of infiltration and provide intelligence inforwmation on
the location of communications liaison stations apd other Viet Cong
installations.

12
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¢. The guerrilla company will move on order,
infiltrating into the operational area following deployment of the CRP,
The guerrilla compary will operate from a series of pre-selected patrol
bases acting as a strike force to ambush routew of infiltraticn and
attack VC installations based on intelligence injormation furnished by
CRP. Primary emphasis will be placed on night operations,

d. (S) Campaign Plan:

(1) General: /lthough CIDG camps are
established to conduct border surveillance and reconnaissance, numerous
infiltration routes along the Cambodia-Laos-Vietnam border afford NVA/VC
combat forces a means of continued wccess., The guerrilla farce is designed
as an "Economy of Force" effort intended to project into remote isolated
areas not under ARVN/FWMAF/CIDG surveillance. This force is especially
tailored and trained to strike against enemy forces who have heretofore
operated with seeming impunity,

(2) Planning: Comaanding Officer, Detachments
C-1, C-2, C-3 and C-4, 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne) initiate an
immediate study to ascertain profitable areas of employment for their
respective guerrilla forces. Arsas will be assigned priorities and
recamendations forwarded to this headquarters. Farticular attention will
be afforded the following arcas:

(a) Detachment C-1 - A Shau Valley

(b) Detachment C-2 - Bu Prang

(¢) Detachment C-3 - Rung Sat Zone

(d) Detachment C-4 - 7 mountains
(3) Command and Control:

(a) The guerrilla for:c operates under
operational contrcl of USASF "C" detachment upon orders from this headquarters,
The guerrilla force is commanded by the USASF "A" detachment commander.

(b) Communications are established using
the AN/PRC-64 (CW) direct to the US.SF "C" detachment, monitored by head-
quarters, 5th Special Forces Group (Airborme). Aiir-ground tactical support
and radio relay are provided by AN/PRC-25 (PM). The HT-1 radio provides
inter-command communications.

(4) Mission: The guerrilla forco deploys into
assigned operational area (AO) from FOB and/or MSS and establishes a series
of secret patrol bases, ard from these bases conducts dborder surveillance,
interdiction of VC/NVA forces and installations in oporational area, Air-
strikes are employed against all targets of opportunity.

13
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(5) Capabilities:

(2) Conduct ground reconnaissance,
(b) Frovide bérder surveillance, /9

(c) Conduct raids and arfbushes against
cowpany size NVA/VC units,

(d) Conduct sustained ground operations
against platoon size VC/NVA forces,

(¢) Improve and secure LZs for reinforcing
friendly fovces for a limited time,

(£) Provide flank and local security for
larger sized friendly forces.

(6) Support requiraments include:

(a) Tactical Air: There will be no require-
ment for pre-planned airstrikes, Tactical air support required for the
guerrilla force will be requested by the USASF "A" detachment persommel as
required,

(3) Continuous airborne radio relay.

(¢) Air resupply of the guerrilla force
will be corducted every third to fifth day during the hours of darkness.

Bundle codes will be employed,
d. (C) Trainiwg:

(1) The MACV Recordo School conducted three classes batween
6 Nov an! 28 Jan,

RS-3 6 Nov 66-25 Nov 66 5 o]

RS- L Dec 66~2 Dec 66 36

R3-5 9 Jan 67-28 Jan 67 =
TOTAL 88

(2) Detachment B-50 conducted six basic airborns classes
during the reporting pericd,

Clase Date Qualifjed Number Quslified
L-66 25 Nov 66 139
5-66 8 Dec 66 2
6-66 2 Dec 66 201

)VA
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Clas: Date Qualified Number Qualified
7-66 30 Dec 66 158
1-67 1 Jan 67 118
2-67 28 Jan 67 198
TOTAL 1,025

e. (€} Aviation:

(1) The C-7A (Caribou) was transferred from Armmy cantrol to
Air Force control on 1 Jzrmuary 1967. The operationsl control of the seven
aircraft supporting the 5th Special Forces Group (Lirborne) remained under
the Group Commander. The transition required no adjustment by the 5th
Special Forces Group air movement section since the same personnel con-
tinued to perform a similar mission. The iir Force has provided the
responsive air lift required by the 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne)
to perform its tactical mission.

(2) The 28lst Aviation Company (AML) provided a portion
of the helicopter support for the MACV Recorio classes R-3-67, R-4-67,
R-5-67 and R-6-67. This vnit's experience in supporting Special Forces
recormaissance operntions proved to be of great value in the training
and helped to insure continuity of procedures for infiltration, ex-
filtration and use of airborne emergency equipment such as the McGuire
rig. The school is also supported by a Special Forccs USAF FAC. The
USAP FAC presents a formal class on FAC procedures ani participates in
tactical operations.

(3) The 281st Aviation Company (/ML) cmployed a heavy fire
team in the IV Corps factical Zone of South Vievnam from 7 January to
20 January 1967.

(&) Adrcraft availabillity and utilization:

See inclosure 18,

f. (S) Research and Development Projects.Currently Under BEvaluation:

(1) Manpack Personnel Detector (MiD). The MPD is a device in-
tended to alert a foot patrol to the presence of concealed humans in ambush
by detecting certain human chemical effluents. This device weighs 23 pounds,
It ia 19 inches long and 14 inches wide. The 5th SFG\ presently has ten
MrDt's, Seven are located in the field an' threes ars located at SFOB., At the
SFOB, one M'D is out of order, two are kept as roplscements., The evaluition
is to be completed NLT 28 Feb 67. Indications are that the MiD will have
limited use for Special Forces use.

(2) Ba*tlefield Illumination System. The prototype system con-
sists of 12 individual flares wach zontained in ~ filament wound launch ture,
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These 12 launch tubes are bonded to a molded plastic breech plate and further
bonded into an extended plastic cuter case. The overall dimensions of the
system are 5 inches by 6 inches by 21 inches, and the total weight is 9 1us,
The system is designed to provide six minutes of continuous illumination or

o combination of one and five minutes, or three and three iinutes. The

5tl, SFGA presently has 14 illumination kits. Seven will be located in II

CTZ and seven will be located in III CTZ. Treliminary tests indicate item

is excellent, '

(3) 4Omm Grenade Launcher (XM-148). This item was designed
to be mounted under the front hand guard of the M-16 rifie. It has an
extension bar attached to the righ. side of the weapon to.bring the
launcher trigger near the trigger of the rifle. 5th SFGA is presently
evaluating five XM-i48's., Twc are located with Project Delta, two with
Project Omega and one in IV €TZ, Results to date are excellent,

(4) Battery Operated Pluerescent Lanp, This lamp has an 11
inch miniature fluorcscont tube powered by two 69 volt batteries or by 110
volt AC currer’. The lamp is designed to be hand carried or suspended from
two eyelets on Lhe back of the lamp. 5th SFGA has three lamps located at
Iroject Delta, One is located in the medical tent, one in the Commo bunker
and one in the TOC, It is an excellent item,

(5) Mine, Apers, Lincar (Fragmacord). The mine consists of a
25 foot length of waterproof, flexibule, explosive cord, beaded with coiled
fragmentatio' rings crimped to the cord. Each ring is one inch long,
Rings are ap¢ 4 4 inch apart along the length of cord to provide flex-
ibility in har "ing and cmolacement., It may be initiated by electric or
non-electric us '8, 5th SFGA will receive 120 mines. Thirty will be
located in ear T2,

(6) 4LOmm Rapid Fire Grenade Launcher., This weapon is 22 inches
long, 9% inches wide and 12 inches high. It is mounted on a lightweight
alumimm tripod. The launcher is hand-crank operated. It is fed from a
2, round ammunition box using plastic belted ammnition, The weapon uses
the same ammunition as the M-79 Grenade Launcher, 5th SFGA has been
scheduled to receive one weapon for evaluation.

(7) Submachine Gun, 5.5&mm, CAR-15. This weapon is similar to
the XM-16 rifle, however, it has a shorter barrel and hand guard, a tele-
scoping butt stock, and different type of flash suppressor. It weighs 5.6 lbs,
is 28 inches long with stock closed, and hos a cyelic rate of fire of 750-900
rounds per minute, 5th SPG. will evaluate 100 CiR~15's, They will be located
in aach CTZ,

(8) See Inci-~sure 2, .\nnex 3, for additicmal developments in
the field of intelligence,
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Pericd fnding 31 January 1967

. R,

L. (C) Logistics:

as Oener:l. During the veporting period the Logistical Support
Center in ¥ha Trang, with a liaison datachment in Seigon, continued providing
logistical support to all personnel in support of Parasol-Switchback projects,
Over 10,000 tons of supplies were air lifted to the operational detachments
by Army and Air Force aircraft. Approximately 600 tons of food, ammunition
and other supplies were dropped Ry parachute to isclated camps and in support
of special operations i~ the field,

bs Supply.

(1) Requisitions for all classes of supplies and equipment
except class III and V ar¢ still submitted to the Counterinsurgency Support
Office (CISO), 2d Logistical Cammand on Okinawa, The interservice support
agreement initiated in October 1966 betweon ‘ha Sth Special Forces QGroup (Abs:)
and the United States Army, Vistnam, has proven to be very satisfactory. This
agreement authorized 5th Special Forces to requisition, on a fill1 or kill basis,
common c¢lc3s il and iv and class v items directly fram the lat logisticnl
Command. In tho past throe mon*hs two and sometimes three convoys per week
have trensported supplies fram tho lst Logistical Command at Cam Ranh Bay to
the Logistical Suppert Center in Nha Trang,

(2) From 1 Novembor to 31 Junuary morc than 200 new 2% ton trucks
have been received enabling Sth Spec... Forces to bagin its wvehicle modemiszation
and standardization program. As the older model 2% ton trucks become uneconomically
ropairable they are being replaced with tho new multifuel vohicles.

it

(3) In November, Group Regulation 725-2, Issus of Suppliss and
Equipment was published, This document ostablishes command policy and prescribes
proceduree for requisitioning all classes of supplies/equipment from in- |
country support activities utilizing single lire item requisition system 4
document., This enables the subordinate companies to requisition, on a fill or .
ki1l basis, directly from the closest support activity for Army conmon items,
tiws reducing transportation tima,

¢, Maintenance.,

(1) Considerably more dry working space has been added to the
mointenance facility by extending the overhead cover, An addition to the o
vehicular maintonance bLuilding wos completed in Decomber providing space ]
for an angine rebuild shop.

(2) The empty RO/RO trailars are 1ow bejng retumec tc Okinawa
back loaded with engineer items, i.e., fork 1lifis and generators for rebuild.
Tae fowith and fifth echelon repair facilitles on Okinawa will be able to
rebuild and retwrn this equipmant to the system,

17
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SUBJECT: Uperational Report for Quarterly Pericd Ending 31 Januvary 197

S« (C) Revolutionary Development:

as On 1 December 1966, the 5th Special Forces Group 35 Section was
redesignated Revuiutionary Develomment Support Activity., This change was
in keeping with the realization that mdlitary defeat of the Vict Cong mst
go hand-in«hand with a trw politic:l and social evolution in Vietnam, achisved
as rapldly as 1s realistically possible. Our primary objectives in RF are
two-folds first, to help the psople help themsslves; secondly to gain the
support and loyalty of the pecple for the government of Vietnam., In ordsr to
provide closer supervision and support for the RD program, the SS section was
reorganized with a Major as Chief/RDSA and four officers as assistants, wach
responsible for a particular phase of the RD progmm, These phases are
Civi;i Astion, RD and Motivation Training, Loglistics Support, and Fisld Training
ard Plens,

b. Motivation Indoctrination Training as conducted by 2 60-man
civilian cadre was cancellsd effective 15 January 1967. The closing out
of this cadre reduced the annual cost of motivation training by $190,000,
The CIDG CA/PSYOP Squad has assumed the responsibility for Motivation
Troaining with an evident increase in effectiveness. To accomplish the
additicnal missions assigned, all Corps are retraining the CA/PO squads using
a $0=hour Program of Instruction. Many teams have been reorganized to insure
that the squad msets the ethnic background sf the CIDG troops and the
civilian population.

cs The GVN has selscted National Priority Areas which are to receive
major emphasis in 1967. In mosi cases our "" detachments will not receive
formal RO support. In these areas a feeling of pormanence and stability can be
achieved through long range RD programs performed by the CINDG, When the CIDG
are used as “acting cadre', the CA/P0 sgiad becomes the cetalyst for the mrogram.
Normally a hamlet or village will be salextsd which is near a camp, or ome
vhich can be secured continuously by the CIDG. Once the security is established
the CA/PO squad, augmented with other CIDG »r.onngl, works on long range
programs to help the hamlet meet the G-point criterion of a secure hamiet.
The six points are:

(1) Census, infra-structure, intelligence net.
(2) Security forces.

(3) Integrated defense.

(L) Orievance and project councils,

(5) Self defense, self -help organization

(6) Selection of hamlet chief.
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SUBJECT: Operatiomal Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1967

d. During the three month reporting period ending 31 January 1967,
2,032 civic acticn projects designed to gain the support of the local civilians,
and to expand the GVN area of control and influence were completed in Special
Foross operationsl areas. Included in this figure are the construction and/or
repeir of 76 schools, 42 dispensariss, 1 hospitals, 95 bridges, 85 latrines,
67 fish ponds, 927 wells, 1273 dwellings, and 13 VIS booths. Other projects
included provision of L,519,310 pounds of focd for over 31,200 refugees who
are located in detachment operational areas. USASF and UNSF medica and 199
Special Forcee trained Hamlei Health Workers treated 266,78 patients in camp
dispensariss whils comducting 168 civic acticn madical petrols,

6. Christma3 was celebrated country-wide by both the Christian and ,
non-Christian people. Christmas trees obtained by the VNSF were deliverad !
to every tsam in country. Special Christmas kits consisting or c~ndy, school
kits, health kits and a toy were distributed to dependent children. Many
dstachments received toys, clothing, and food fram friends and organizations
in the U,S.A. These items were distrituted and a tremerdous feeling of mutwel
cooperation and respect was evident in all camps between the Americans and
the Vietnamese., Several detachments visited orphanages and provided the
children with a party and toys.

£, Both the Hamlet Health Visitors Course and the CIDG Mechanics :
Course were succssses. Now courses have been started in seversl areas.
During the reporting period 17 Hamlet Health Visitors Courses were conducted :
for 199 students., 200 strikers (CIDG, attended the three week Mechanics Course,

g+ The RDSA instituted the mailing of 2 monthly newsletter to all
detachments. Its purpose is to provide the detachments with timely information
on current trends and developments. It is also usedasamedia for requesting
information and data from the field. It is published after all the MOPSUM's
are receivea so that successful techniques of individual detachments can be
preaented, and to clarify or offer assistance in problem aveas that are mentioned.
This technique has been very well received by the operational detachments,
and several "B" teames have decided to use the same technigue to present
information to their "A" detachments, A4 book on "Tips of the Trade" is being
compiled from tips sent in by operational detachments.
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SUBJRCT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1967

6. (C) Psychological Operations:

&« During this reporting pecicd the Croup staff has undergone a
veorganization which places the psychological operations section under the 83,
The S5 has been redesignated Revolutionary Development and no longer has the
responsibility for psycholcgical operatiors.

be A thorough target analysisic teing conducted in the tagtical areas
of responsibility (TACR) of all Special Forces dctachments, When completed,
it will become & valiable tool in the Group's psychological operations effort.
This psychological operations analysis will providc the foundation for programs
to be launched in the months ahead by Special Forces units in each Corps Tactical
Zone,

ce Exploitation & combat cperations by psychoclogical operations
continues to add immeasurably to the Chieu Hol program. The technique of
using the voices of individuals sho have been captured or hawe surrendered
during the course of an operation has beon an effective means of convincing
other Viet Cong to turn themselves in, Similar results have been achiewved
by printing the hand-written message of a Hoi Chanh as well as his photograph
on a leaflet and disscminating it in a suspected Viet Cong conéentration area,

d, The maintenance of good relations between psychological operations
personnel, their cownterparts, and all supporting RVN and US agencies in an
area is proving to be one of the declsive factors in tne success of the
psychologlcal operations program. A case in point is Special Forces Detachment
B=32 in III Corps Tactical Zone, Tay Ninh Province. Csgptain Gregory, the
detachment 's psychological operations officer, is in close contact with every
individual or agency that is in any way related to the psychological operations
effort in the province, i.e., JUSPAI, VIS, 19th Brigade SS, PHILCAG, the
Chieu Hed center director and his assistants, LLLB counterparts,etc. As e
result of the detachment's effort, the Chieu fioil program in the Province is
showing a marked degres of success.

e. Refugees who have beer willing to cooperate with the psychological
operations effort have been effectively used in II Corps Tactical Zone. Tape
recordings are made by the refugees in which they appeal to other relatives
and friends to join thems By allowing these refugees to use familiar names
and local phrases in the recording, the message attains higher credibility
among the target audience. These messages are broadcast over aerial loudspeakers
in Viet Cong controlled areas and have been effective in encouraging other
civilians to resettle in government areas.

f. Reports have confirmed the psychologiczal operations potential
of Polaroid cameras. The camera provides the detachment with the capability
of photographing "proof" that certain events took place or that certain projects
are being carried out, e.g., civic action. By twrning the photographs over to
a supporting psychological operations compsany, the detachments have been able
to carry through with personalized leaflets and posters. Photegraphs taken
are protected from the weather by wrapping plastic film and sealing with Scotoh

or “tyohoon" taps, 2
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go Distribution of printed materials by hand continuss to be cne
of the most effective means of dissemination. This method approaches face
to face coammunication, is far more perscnal than the use of aircraft, and
contributes towards creating a feeling of participation among the indigenouvs
personnel carrying out the distribution,

h, The Montagnard newspaper published in II Corps Tactical Zone
in Vietnamess and three dialects hit a new high in production during the
poriod with 9000 copies a month now being produced and distributed. The
newspaper hag served to fill the news and infurmation vaocwum tnat exists
in some of thes more isolated areas where the people are starved for current
news and information itams.

i. The attached inclosure #20 represents a succeasful example of
a psychologlcal operations effcrt during the reporting period.
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1967

7. (U) Personnel and Administration:

a, Unit Strength:

(1) At the beginning of reporting period:

OFF L4
WO 8
B 2087
TOTAL 2589

(2) At the erd of reporting period:

OFF 627
Wo 12
B 206
TOPAL 2745

b, Sﬁg of blank forms and pudblications: The lack or inadequate
supply of b orme an ations was gource of problem areas in the
perennnel and administration field. Undue deolays and srroneous personnel
actions were at an increase as a result, Action was taken to correct this
disorepancy by the establishment of pinpoint accounts with the various AG
Punlication Centers in CONUS in accordance with AR 310-1, In addition, a
request for adlstribution increase of USARV publications sufficient to meet
the unit's needs was submitted to HQ, USARV,

ce OFfficer Assi nt Ingtructions: During the reporting periad,
28 officers received assfﬁnf Instructions less than fifteen days prior
to DER(S, causing undue personal and family hardships and a considerable
increase on the administrative workload. By close monitoring of DERCS,
a suspense system was sstablished to notify HQ USARV 60 days prior to an
individual®s DEROS in the event instructions have not been received. Followup
notices are submitted LS and 30 days prior to DEROS if no action is taken.
This system makes higher headquarters cognigant of the situation and allows
them to taks immediate action to resolve the matter with appropriate career
branch at DA,

de Critical MOS Shortage SOfﬁcerEs The need for school trained
CA/PO officers, , e gra ioutenant, has been prevalent,
At the end of the reporting period, only 10 school trained CA/PO officers
worc assigned. The MTOE authorization for this specialty is 106, Officers

hawve been assigned to occupy these vacancies on an OJT basis,
22
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T

6o Casualties: The number of casvalties suffered by the unit
during the pericd were:

8L} WIA MIA
OFF 2 2l 0
EM AL Lk =
TOTAL 13 68 3 (See Incl #6)

f. Voluntary Extension of Foreign Service Tours: The establishment
of the 30-day speclal leave pollcy on 2 November 1960 has resulted in a marked
increase on extensions of foreign service tours. A total of 32 officers and
157 enlisted men extended their tours during the reporting period, This
favorable trend has alleviated certain critical MOS shortages and has contribute
to the elimination of the rotational hump,

S .

g+ Awards and Decorations:

(1) The following awards and decorations were approved during
the reporting period:

[ENORRE 5, o NPT P

(a) Medal of Honor 0
(b) Distinguished Service Cross 1l
(c) Distinguished Service Medal O
(d) Distinguished Flying Cross 5
(e) Silver Star 30
(f) leglion of Merit 18
(g) Soldiers Medal 12
(h) Bronze Star Medal "¥" 89

(1) Army Comendation Medal "vt Ll

J) Adr Medal "wn 5
(1) Bronge Star Medal 368
(m) Afir Medal 25
(n) Army Commendation Medal 154
(o) Combat Infantryman Badge L8
(p) Combat Moa}‘;::ge 1_1%%_
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(2) A request for delegation of authority to award the BSM,
ARCOM, and AM was submitted to HQ, USARV during the reporting period. This
request was based on the recent delegation of such authority to separate
brigades of which this unit's strength equates. The request was not favorably 28
considered because of DA's policy requiring a commander in the grade of
Brigadier General.

(3) Two recommendations for the award of the Medal of Honor
were still pending approval at the close of the period, These recommendations
pertain to SSG E6 Billie Hall, RA 18621886 (Posthumous), and SFC Bennie G,
Adkins, RA 94193612, for action in Ashau. Racommendations were sutmitted on
29 April 1966 and L January 1966 respectively.

h. Rest and Recuperation Program: The R&R program has been a
significant morale factor. During the reporting period the Group filled
399 R&R quotas. Quotas to unpopular RAR centers such as Taipei, Penang,
end Kuala Lumpur are difficult to £ill, However, the increase of allocations
for Hawaii and supplemental allocations for more favorable areas such as
Hong Kong and Bangkok have ccmpensated for the difference. Operational ‘
comitments account for a minor portion of unfilled allocations, '

i, AR and Specisi Services: i

(1) Athlstic and Recreaiion Program: During the reporting
period a well balanced A%R program was organiged and implemented by the
Oroup, New recreational facilities constructed at the SFOB during this period
were a four-wall handball cowrt and weight lifting-Judo~Karate building,

(2) Special Services: The SFOR movis theatre was renovated
with the objective of presonting bettor quality of movie ontertaimment in
@& more DPleasant atmosphere. Thirty-five movie projectors were issued to
Special Forces detachments during the reporting p.riod, allowing morc of
the field units movic entertainment, Magasines, papsrback books and
newspapers are mailed direct to all detachments weskly. Special Services
accounts are being consolidatcd at Group Headque:ters. Equipment is proocured
through Special Services sourcos and issusd directly to the requesting agency.

- QU SRS g 1 M SARL AR . 5 A R e v

J. %mmmm Ths SFOB PX Annex was doubled in sise
during the momth o vembor 1560 to provide more storage and sales floar space.
The PX invontory was increasod in quantity and variety of items, The PX Anmex
has been wnable to stock electronic equipment for the troops because of soarcity
of this type of equipment.

k., Labor/Civilian Personnel: In keeping with MACV objectives to
reduce the amourt of plasters oxpended, a reduction in force was pud into
effect, Civilian positicns nct absolutely necessary to the acoomplishment of
the mission werc deleted from the TD., Emplayees were retainod on the basis !
of longth of service and merit. The work farce was roduoced by 127 employees, !
and a monthly savinge of L33,512VN was realised.

1. Roligious Activitiss: A Oroup Chapsl was construsted in the SPGB
conplex during the reporting period and dedicated on Christms Bwe, 1966, His
Eminonce Francis Cardinal Spellman blossed the new chapel on Christaas Day,

25 December 1966, during his visit to the 5th SF Group.

2,
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8. (U) Medical:

a. Hospital Facilitiocs:

(1) Construction of a LO-bed CG hocpital at Co C, Danang
began in December 1966. Campletion is exppacted by the end of February 1967.

(2) Construction plans for general surgical facilities at the
CIDG hospital a% Co B, Pleiku, were approved,

(3) Construction of a general surgical installation at the CIDG
hospital at Co A, Bien Hoa, began in January 1%7.

(L) Hospital and surgicel facility construction will increese
the level of medical carc of CIDG, permitting faster treatment and faster
return to duty,

b. SFOB Dispensary: With the exception of the dental cliric, the
new two story SFOB agpencary was completed in January 1967. VYith leis
cr.wding &d a more functional arrangement, the dispensary provides for more
adequate care of supported troops. Also, because the medical administrative
offices are in the same locaticon, it movides for closer, more resporsve
administrateve control of dispensary operations. Dental facilities should be
campleted by early February 1967.

c. Homlet Health Worker Program: Training of Hamlet Heal th Workers
continued in Y, IIY, and 1V Corps Tac%fcal Zomes, II CYZ Province Chiefs
opposed the training. Consequently, Company B utilised its medicml teaching
team to instruct CIDG medical aidmen in lieu of Rammlet Health Workers.

(1) Co C: 62 health “rorkers graduated.

(2) Cu A: L8 health workers graduated; 32 students presently
anralled,

(3) Co Dt 22 health workers graduated; 26 students ypresently
enrolled.

(L) Cc B: 150 CING medica campleted treining courees,
A, Madical civic action:t Medical civic action programs continued,

Civilian cutpatlent treatments during calendar year 1966 totalled 1,467,935,
A dispensary was built at Ban Me Thuot for the treatmsnt of both CIDG and civilians.

8. local rodent control: Rodent control at the S8FOB was expanded by
the nayigrement of a rodant control officer, NCO, or BM for each billet. This
has resulted in incroased billeting area sanitation and decroased population of rats.

f. SFOB Sanitation: Sanitation of the SFB compound has improved
significantly Juring the last quarter. This is at lsast partially a result of
increased inspections,
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g+ Malaria Prophylaxis: During January 1967, a directive was trans-
mitted to all subordinate units requiring that all indigenous troops be
administered chloroquine prophylactically as a messure against malaria.

h. Narcotics shipment control: In November 1966, Group Regulation
Lo (Alcohol and Narcotic %am Control) was changed to require that all

shipments of narcotics be accompanied by a responsible person assigned to the
Sth Special Forces Group, and tnat all transfers of such items be documented

by hand receipt.

i, Narcotics Accowmmtability: In January 1967 a directive was published
increasing accountability of narcotic items. This 1s implemented by the docu-
mentation of all loose narcotics issued to individuals and aid kits but not

actually used,

J. GOroup Regulation L4O0-2, Medical Reports and Records, was superseded
in Jan 67. The new regulation provides adequate instructions for the maintenance
of medical records and the preparation of rocurring medical reports at all levels

within this command,

ke Medical Su : To expedite piclkup of perishable ard valuable
medical supplles by susoﬁnate detachments, all containers which contain
medical supplies have been coded with the number "16m,

1. Medical cross-t of USASF personnel: The 30=-60 minute
informal mediml classes conducted after normal duty hours by the USASF
medics has beon well worth the effnrt and benefit both pupil as well as
instructor. In an operational emcrgency that followed one of these classes,
& non-medical USASF gave:life saving treatment to a soverely injured man,
based on the instruction he had recciwved,

26
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9. (C) Signal:
#» Canmanicaticns Traffic:

(1) No approciable inncroase has been made in communication
equipment or circuiis a.d absolutaly no additional personnel have been employed,
yet the total traffiic covnt for this reporting period has more than doubled
that of tho prevlous quorterly report. The prosent circuits will not absord
an additional increase in traffic, nor can the teletype equipment be expected
to lold up without a sufficient mairtcnance float on hard, The message traffic
voiune is as follows:

(a) T.affic volume report for Hq, Sth SFGA, 1lst SF.

Nov 66 Dec 66 Jan 67  Totals

Outgoing messages: 3740 3080 3120 9940
Incoming messages: N 222 2830 8426
Total traffic handlec.  CAI% 5302 5550 18366

(b) Subsvaiion RIT eraffis velume -eports for A.B,C, and D Co’s.

lov 66 Dec 66 Jan 6/ Unit Totals
Co A, Bicn Hocz .
Send/Received L28/35T  8B/908  3W2/362 159841627
Co B, Pleiku ‘
Send/Received 352,290 €22/911 3577422 1631/1623
# Co C, Danuug
Serd/Roceived 33,7287 194/179 282/238 817/704
Co D, Can tho
Send/Raceived 029/264 37/7Ch 56371/704 1503/1672
Monthly Totals
Scrd/Racoived 1350/1198 258172102  1618/1726  55L9/5626
Quarteily Tctals
Sen*: 5eL9
focoived: 5626

Total Traflic: 11175

¢ Imclides PAT cavechmeris' OF traffic cownty,
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(¢) Total trafiic handied over Sth Special Forces commmications 3y
systems between i Novembor 1966 and 31 January 1967: 29,541 messages. NOTE:
These figures do not include re-run (re~t a-wmission) of traffic due to garble
or re-run for additicnal coples.

{2) The problem can only be soivcG with additional teletype
equipment to terminate and operate the Radioielctypu (RTT) circuits and the
six currontiy authorized long line point-to-poiny troposcatter circuits similtancously.
Presently, a combination of only four circuits can be utilized at amy one
time. The necessary equipment to terminats eight additional circuits is
currentl;- on requisition. It is also znsiciiated that an iacrcase of teletype
operator pcrsonnel will be required 'n order to maintain the-zdditional circuiis
anC handle the incrcassd &raffie load.

b. DBrse RBadio Cermumication System AN/TEC-26:

(2.) One AN/TSC-26 Radio 32t has arrived, and treining i3 now
being conducted for cadre personiel only., Before the set can be empluyed
on a 2L-hour basis, & minimm of 1l to 18 men must be thoroughly traired to
man the thice major ccmpanents .onsisting of [1; the Centrol Van, (?) the
Transmitter Van and (3) thc Receiver Van, Dwe to essential tactical support
requirements, the S5th Srecisl Terses Group Signal Company has provided 13
three-man radio teletyps teans and 3 ‘wo-man :adio teletype teams to augment
the “B" detachrents with RIT capabilfcy. Thorefore the Signel Company 1s
stripped of parsomel to sufficiently man the newly acquired AN/TSC-26 Radio
Set. However. tho emplojment of the AN/TSC-26 is essential in the support of
special oporaticns requiring a separate long range HF radio capability to
axpedite tactical intelligonce and operational traffic of immedigte nature,

ey

(¢} The training of a cadre is an intermediate step to resolving
an immediata problem, It is anticipated that the Signal Company will have
to be augmentod with additioual personnel from other resources to provide
adequete covmnication supporty

¢« AN/PRC-25 Radio Sots:

(1) The AN/PHRC-25 is the best ground to ground FM radic for
Speeial Forces typo operatlons. It is ileo tho most sultable for ground to
air coawmunications, The present plan ror using an HT-1 radio to rolay air
strile nformaticn is, in the »pinien of the Air Force FAC's, possibla but
very impractical for dire:.ing clos. air atr’kes, Spaclal Forces operations
require tho IGASF advisors tc m int.in communicatiuns with (1) FAC Adrcraft,
(2) helicoptors, (3) frignily srtillevy, (&) {rinp’y tioops, (35) other
USAST™ wnits and (6) clemants vitain uhe oreraticu. w to the fact thak
communications muit be miintai~ed on severs) different fiequencles, same beyond
the froguency iangd of W AN/ C-10. %5 v 1s thercby precluded., To cover
the fraquency range of tXy AN,PRC-25, &n AN/PRC-8, 9, and 10 would have %o be
utilized. Lacsuso Zmicisl Fores vnits depend por the usc of air support

<8

Con FI0 enTIAL—




Comirdend | /ne

AVGB-C
33 SUBJECT: Cperational Report for Querterly Period Ending 31 January 1967

to accomplish many of thelir missions and to insure maximmm possible safety
for the USASr advisors, it is imperative to have the most suitable ground-to-air

communication available; and at the seme timc maintain adequate ground-to-grourd
oommmication.

(2) The S5th Special Forces Group has.m immaciate rsed for
four hundred and tweniy-five (425) AN/PRC-25 radio sets ;o adequately support
the numerous USASF ocrations throughout the Repulliic of Vietnam. Effaris
to expedite supply actisn have t=2a to no avail,
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10, (C) Bnoineer:

1. There are three Engineer K-B Teams presently operating in-
countzry under the contxrol of ore K-i toam located at the SFCB. These teams
are on TDY from the 53yth Engiicer Deotachment, lsu SFG (Abn), at Ckinawa.
Their mission is to provide engineer planning and supervision during the
planning and constructicn phases of "A" camp develogment. A Zte’f Engineer
Sectlon at the SFOB Las been created to give engineer planning amd guldance
for new “AY camp construction.

b, During Noverber, December, and Januery, three "A" camps and
thige airfields were canstructcd. The new camps avc iocated ab Lac Ninh,
Duc Lap, 2nd Dak Seang, Four "A" camps at Gau Song Be, Tra Cu, Ban Don,
and Plei Djereng are presen*ly under construction. The new airfields at
Cau Sorng Be and Plei Djereng have a C=130 capability, and the org at Dak
Seang has a (V-2 capability. Two airfields were rehabilitated dwring the
same period. These are ’ncated at Plei Me and Plei Mrong and have a CV-2
and C-.23 capability respectively. Cne airfield at Duc Lap is presently
under constructicn,

¢s Flei Djereng is the first camp to be built under the "fighting
camp" concept, which was conceived after an amalysis of tactics, tactical
suwport, and logistical support From an engineering standpoint this
concept results Jn rapid construction with a reduction in the amount of
materials and equipment required. See Inclosure #3.
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11, (8) CIDG Fingnce:

a. The FY67 Budget and the FY68 Cormand Bulget Estimate were completely
revised and subtmitted through MACV to USARPAC on 2 November 1966, Thess bulgat
revisions were necessitated by the extensive organizationni changes within the
5th Special Forces Group and thc new concept of operations for o¥67. OCurrent
FY68 requirements are as follow:

FY67 Y58
In-Country (MA $4i5,4%8,000 $ 54,990,000
Out-of~Country OMA 21,125,006 22,951,000
Qut~of -Country PEMA 21,210,000 31,911,600
TOTAL: $97,033,00C $109,852,000

b. A representative from Comptrollar of the Azmny visited the Group
from 18 - 23 November 1965 and was thorsughly briefed on ibe revision of FY67
CommaAnd Operating Budget which was forwarded to WARPAC two wecks ecarlier.
This particular individrai is responsible for monitoring th: Parasol-Switehback ;
Budget at Depertment of the Aveg level and he irdicated at the time that the
budget would prcbobly be approved ahortly. He was slso Uriefed on the accounting
procedwres and imternal control measures utilized by CIN; Firamce to inswe
adhevenice to established budgetary limitations. He concluded his tour by :
visiting Company C in Danang and viciting with representatives from Combined
Studies Division in Saigon.

ce This headquarters was notified on 31 ecember 1966 “hat the
Secretary of Defense had approved the revised FYE7 Budget and the revised
FY68 Estimate in the amouns as requested in paragraph 1. This approval
action gave the Commanding Officer of the Sth Spacial Forces Group the
necessary financial resourcss with which to fully implement the progmnmg
outlined in the Concept of Operations for C¥67.

de The newly established Centralized Pay System became effective on
1 November 1966, Under this system, CIDG payrolls are prepared at the WBE#
detachzent level and distributed to the "A" detachments for payment, thus
relieving the "A" detachment commander of another administrative burden, Company
C, because it is oonsiderably smaller than the other companies, has adopted a
fully centralized my system. The company prepares all of the CIDG
payrolls and miscellaneous vouchers, distributes them to the "AM teams along with
the money, and consolidates all of the paid vouchers in one fund report on a
monthly bagis. This system works well for I CTZ but it is doubtful that it
would succeed in the other Corps arcas. The main disadvantage is the lack
of aireraft to transport payrolls to and from the detachments.
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e. Representatives from the MACV Comptroller's Office visited the 5th
Spacial TForces Group in early Novembe: to discuss the Piastre Expenditure
Limitsation Program. Although it was pointed out that the Switchback Program
is exempt from this limitation, these perscnnel were briefed on the meny
actions taken by the 5th SFGA ic reduce piastre expenditures. Some of the wmore
important actions taken are as follows:

(1) Stricter controls on in-country construction.

(2) TransZer of in-country boot and blaunket controcts to Okirawa in
FY 67.

(3} Purchase supplies such as lumber and tin. formerly srocured
from within RVN, from out-of-countryv resources.

(4) Establishment of recreaticn facilities to inciude an sir
conditioned movie theater, basketball and handball courts, and ar Officers Club.

(5) Increasesd emphases placed on the Soldiers' Deposit and Savings
Bond Progrsm.

f. 5th Special Forces Group Regulatior 37-1 entitled CIDG Financisl
Adninistration was revised on 1 December 1966. Major changes include the
authorization of solatium payments; death gratuity based on total pay and
allowances instead of base pay only, higher rates of incentive pay for
reconngissance platoons, parachute pay for Mike Force personnel, additional
incentive pay cf 200$VN per day per man for selected units while on combat
operations, and an increase cf 5$VN per day in the II Corps subsistance rate.

A list of common errors made by funds officers was also included in the revised
regulstion in an effort to point out and subsequently reduce the number and
type of errors made by funds officers in their monthly fund report.

g. A total of 30 detachments were visited by audit teams from CIDG
finance during the period 1 November 1966 - 31 January 1967. These audits
are designed primarily to assist the agent officer and to insure that he is
aduinistering his CIDG fund in accordance with prescribed regulations. It
would be desirable to audit each detachment every three months, but this has
proven virtually impossible because of lack of aircraft and poor weather
conditions. The program itself has proven mutually advantageous tc the command
and the detachments.
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12. (¢} Comptrollers

&, On 1 November 1966, the revision of the FY67 Switchtack “udget
and the FY68 Budget Estimate werc submitted to MACY for review and forwarding
to USARPAC. The budget revision was necessary to support the 5th SF Group
Concept of Operaticre for CY67. The major increases in the budget were raguived
to supprort additional troop strength, conversion and relocaticn of CING campk
and the precursment of 73 AN/PPS-5 Radar Ssts for use at selected detachment
sites. The Secretary of Defense approved the budget revision on 30 Decmmber 1968,

be In Novamber the funds authorized each month fox repair end
maintenance &t the company level were increased from $200 to $40C. A study
had revealed that $200 per month was insufficient. Increased costs have
been experienced by the companies, in particular, because of ths numbsy of
non=Special Forces personnel that =re being dillsted and/cr messed at Special
Porces campss These personrel generally fall into the categoriee of Air Force
FAC's, Artillery FO's, Engineers, and Signal Detarlments attached for support
of USASF,

Ccs An analysis of SFOB signal traffic, which was conducted by the
Comptroller at the direction of the Group Commander, revealed that 90% of the
traffic arrived at the cammmnications center between 1600 and 1800 hours daily.
The lamge flow of traffic at this tims often hampered the receipt of the daily
SITREPS, All detachments were directed to reduce traffic during the peak
periods Routine messages will be sent at periods other than the late afternoon.

d. On 7 November 1966 the Comptroller conducted a meeting of the
funds officers from each campany and separate "B® detachment. The primary
topic was the esteblishment of a centralized funding at the coapany or "B®
detachment level, The pllot program in I CTZ proved the system to be practical,
not only by relieving the "A®¥ detachment of he administrative burden, but
also providing a better means of monitoring the lewvel and type expenditures
made in each detachment.

e, Funds were authorized for the establishment of @& photo developing
facility at each company. This 'allows for rapid processing of intelligence
photographs and CIDG ID photographs.

£, During this reporting period, Regulation 37-1, CIDG Financial
Adminiatration, was revised and published. Regulation 37-1 delegates
responsibilities, describee oniherized expenditure ceilings in each cost code,
outlines procedures for olains, =34 details the preparation of the fund
report required monthly fram each funds officer. Many of the changes were
necessary as a result of the tudget revision wuich included a number of
increases in specific cost codes., Principal changes were:

33
CONFIDENTIAL




CON&FINEVTIAL
AVGB-C
SUBJECT: Cperational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1967

(1) The amount of funds authorized to be maintained on hend in
the company was increased from 500,0008VN to 2,000,0003VN. This allows
for better flexibility in case of unforec:asted expenditures in a particular
c¢ost occde. An example of this could be the requirement to pay an above average
pmmber of death gratulties causing a larger expenditure than was anticipated.

(2) Incentive Pay was authorized for CIDG personnel assigned to
Combat Reconnaissance Platoons, This incentive pay is intended to assist in
recruiting and maintaining high caliber persomnel in these units,

(3) Jump psy was established for-Mike Force personnel to provide
additional incentive and to encourage high caliber personnel to became airborme
gualified.,

(k) Death gratuity benefit scale was changed due to an increase
in bensfits in the CIDG program. Previous benefits for CIDG and Mike Force
dependents totaled twelve times base pay. A comparison of benefits for the
RF/FF program revealed a serious shortcoming and possible morale problem in
the CIDG progeam in that RF/PT benefits were much higher. CIDG benefits were
increased to twelve times ray and allowances to equalize them to similar
benefits in the RF/PF program.

(5) A list of common errors made by funds officers was incluled
to assist the funds officers in maintaining and reporting monthly expenditures.

(6) The claims section was revised to giver more detail
positive actions to be taken when a claim is presented or an incident occurs
where a claim may be warranted.

(7) Detachments were authorized to expend $400 a month in Phase I
of the camp development for CA/PO projects, Previously no money had been
authorizad,

(8) A Payday Procedure Guide was added for use when paying CIDG
perscnnel. Prior to this no standard procedure had been eatablished,

ge A study was made of subsistence comts in II CTZ. Resason for
the study was the repeated overexpenditure for subsistence by almost all
detachments in II CTZ. The study revealed that rice stockage levels were
far in excess of the lewel authorized; several detachments were purchasing
rice locally at exhorbitant prices; fow detachments were sulmitting requests
for relief of responsibility for spoiled rice; many detachments were feeding
dependents free and still paying the (IDG their family allovance; and several
thought the rice was in addition to the LS5$VN per day per man authoriszed for
subsistence. Alld the above were reconciled by a letter to the Company B
Commanding Officer. In addition, the Company B Sk is required to submit a
report each Sastwrday to the ISC as to the rice stockage lewel at each detach-
ment, The LSC closely monitors the shipments of rice to insure no overstockage
at any detachment.
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he The section initiated a monthly summary by detachment of all
cost code 906 (construction) fund authorizations, A copy of this sume
is distributed to the Sh to provide a quick refcrence for assuring the
that a detachment requesting construction materials has a.fund bslence to pay
for the materials, If the requesting detachment has an insufficient balance
or noms at all, the rsquest 1s referred to the Comptraller, who in turn, sends
a mossage to the detachment requesting justification for the requested materials.
This system is designed to reduce the number of unauthorized expenditures in
canstruction funds,

i, To further reduce excess expenditure of construction funds, a
directive was sent to the field stipulating that each "B" detachment would
appoint an officer to monitor construction at "Ah detachments under their
operational control. It has been discovered that too many personnel are
involved in requesting or purchasing materials for the same project, thus
causing duplication, excess ordering, and excess expenditure of authorized
funds. In addition, mary changes are made during the actual construction,
causing construction costs to rise froa the original estimatc, By appointing
one individual responsible for monitoring, these malpractices should discontinue.

Je The Administration and Functions Manual was revised during the
reporting period. Necessary revisions were the result of:

(1) The Group S5 being redesignated as Revolutionary Development
Support Activity.

(2) The rearganization and redesignation of responsibilities of
the S2 Section,

(3) The transfer of responsibilities for Psychological Operations
to the S3 Section.

(4) The change in designation of "C" detachments to line companies,
This is due to the addition of an Administrative Detachment. The company now
consists of an Administrative Detachment and a "C" detachment with subordinate
B's and A's.
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130 (U ) g% Advocate:

a. Upon a determination that claims generated by CIDG personrel are
not payable under either the regular US Foreign Claims Act ar the MILCAP
financed GVN claims program, a CIDG claims systom was davised and implemented,
Under this system, field commanders are authoriged to make do=the-gpot settlements
of claims arising from the activities of the CIDG, resulting in improved relations
with local Vietnamese nationals and sharply decreasing the administrative burden
on the operational detachments.,

be A study of the dispcsition of Military Police Reparts and other
delinquency reports revealed that appraximately 50% of those issued in country
never were recelved at Group level. To correct this situation, arrangements
were made with higher headquarters for more emphasis on proper routing of these
reports by provost marshels. and a system of internal reporting was devised.
Observation of the results continues,
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AVGB=C: Operaticnal ‘eport for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1967

SECTION 2 (C) COMMANDERS! OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDAT IONS

PART I - Observations (Lessons Leained)
1.{U) Personnel:

a., ITEM: lack or inadaguate supply of blank forms and publications.
(Source: ap 3T).

DISCUSSION: Need-to-know publications and a sufficient supply of
blank forms are absolutely essential to the proper and effective execution of

~ administrative and personnel functions.

OBSERVATION: Pin-point accounts are a must down to and including
company size units, Commend distribution system isinadequate for this unit
because of the nature of jis mission and the wide deploynent of its elements.
The time lag cxperienced in transmitting materinl from the SFOB to over 100
remote and widely disperscd sites compounds the complaxity of the requisitioning
and distribution system,

b, ITEM: late recelpt of Cificer Assignment Instructions (Source: Gp 81)

DISCUSSION: lLate rocelpt of assignment instructions create an
undue personal and samily hardship on the service member. Shipment of house-
hold goods and baggage are delsyed and in sarz cases, delay enroute leave is
curtailsd,

(BSERVATION: A system to closely monitor DEROS and suspense
control in reporting cases of non-receipt of assigmrent instructions enables
higher headquarters to take action in time to preclude ths problems which arise
as a result,

¢, ITEM: Shortage in MOS 35305 (Officer) (Souroce: @p S1)

DISCUSSION: The majority of the shortages in this MOS are in
the grade of IIeucenant. Because of the accelerated promotion program and too
early programming of officers for assignment to RVN, officers programmed in
the grade of liesutenant, arrive in the command as captains., This exoess in
captains has created an imbalance in the greds structure.

OBSERVATIQN: Career branch programming should taks date of rank
as one of the primary considerations wren piogramming officers for assigmnment
to RVN,

d, ITEM: Post Exchange Pun (Source: Sl1, Co D)
DISCUSSION: The remoteness of USSF campe makes it difficult for
dotachment members to visit the X on a regular basis and often enough to maintain
a supply of FI items at the "A" toam location,
(BSERVALTION: Post ixchange 0fficer, Can Tho, has agreed to provide

a representatiIve to acocompany the pay offiecor on his rownds of the camps carrying
a stock of selected items. Morcle and welfare of the "A® detachments werc greatly

improwvad, 37
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 Janvary 1967

2, () Operetions:
a, ITEM: Setting an Operational Pattermn (Sowee: S3, Co D)

DISCUSSION: The strategic location of same "A" detachments
necessitates setting a pattern of operations,

OBSERVATION: When the situation dictates that a pattern be set
it can be wsed as m advantage by the friendly unit involved by doing the following:
Vary the departure and ret'wn of operations as much as possible. Mount operations
on a parallsl course in an attempt to intercept any enemy elsments moving against
the normal operational route,

b, ITEM: Long range patrol diet (Source: 83, Co C)

DISCUSBSION: Personnei engaged in long renge patrolling ovar
extended pericds of time require lightweight food items which are pelatable
and possass the required nutrients and bulk. C rations have on occasion
proven too heavy for usage alone and “IRP" type rations do not previde enough
bulk for many individuals, "Indigenous ration", i.e., packaged, pre-cooked
rice and dried meat with condiments, is not palatable for US persomel over
extended periods.

OBSERVATION: A varied diet consisting of thy three items
mentioned above appears to be the most reasonable solution for satisfying food
needs of long range patrols. Such..diet would be satisfactory for extended
periods and could be supplemented during resupply with small amounts of high
appetite appoal foods such as candy.

ce ITEM: Viet Cong Rice Caches (Source: S3, B-23)

DISCUSSION: During the pest 3 months, a period when the bulk of the
rice harvest has .taken place within the province, combat operations RF/FF, CIDG
in nature have discovered large numbers of rice caches. Because of dlatance
involved and the location of these caches it has been difficult to extract or
destroy this rice.

OBSERVATIN: Prior planning during this period must include
mothods of extracting this rice or destroying it in place. Depsndence on
choppers to assist in this should nct be the prinary solution as they will
more than likely not be ~vailable, It is a tromendous psychologiocal defeat
when troops rust leave an operational area lnowing that suwch a cache was left
behind undamaged because of lack of prior planning.
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d, ITEM: Forward Observer Procedures (Sources S3, B-32)

DISCUSSION: With the ewer increasing number of US conventional
units in Vietnam more anc more artillery has become available to the USASF
advisor in support of ground operetions,

OBSERVATIN: It is imperative that proper coordination is eaffected
betwoen the "AT defacnments and artillery units available and that all members
of the detachment can call for and adjust artillery fires,

e. ITEM: Helicopter Uss to Extend Operations (Source: 83, B-32)

DISCIBSION: Same camps are reluctant to extend operations into
areas where formidable cancentrations of Viet Cong are believed to axist or
where physical barriers such as iivers hinder operatiuns. This is so inspite
of USASF assurance that adequate air and arty support exists, and river crossings,
vhen proporly executed, are not hazardous.

OBSERVATION: Helicopters can be used to move operastional companies
far enough from camp and into arcas wiere the troops would be reluctant to g
by foot thus forcing them to sweep back through these areas of VC concentrations
80 that they would be able to return to camp.

£, ITEM: Operations and Camp Defense During the Flood Season.
(See Incloswre #13, parsgraph 3-d (pages 13-6 to 13-11)

g. ITEM: Adirb.ot Tactics and Techniques.
\Soe inclosures #l4, paregraph 2 (pages 1=l to W4-5);
Amnex 1, paregraph ¢ (page lhwl=S5). NOTE: All Lessons
Iecarned have been incorporated into the Airboat Program,
Inclosure #15).

h., ITaM: Lessons Learned During Task Force Prong.
(See Incleurc #10, poragraph L (page 10-6)

i. ITEM: Operations Lcssons learmod at Bu Dop, Ui Now 66.
(See Inclosure #12, paragraph 9 (pege 12-3)

Je ITEM: Oporations lessons Learned During Blackjack 21.
(See Inclosuro #1656, paragraphs 1i,15,16 (pages 156 to
16-9; Annex 6, pages 16-6-3 to 16-644)

ke ITEM: Operations Lessors Loarned During Blackjack 22,
(See Inclosure #17, paragraph 9 (pages 17-6, 17-7); Amnex L.

39

ConNFIpeNT/IAL




CondidonilAL

LVCRC
SUBJECT: Operational Repurt for Quarteriy lPoriod bnding 3L Januaiy 1507,

3o (C) Training and Organization:

a. ITEM: Usc of Claymore Mines (Source: B-32)

DISCUSSION: In camp defense nse there is a terflency o detonate
claymore mines prematurelv tofore tho enemy main force has entered the killing
zone,

OBSERVATION: RF/FF and CIDG troops must be trzined to allow the
VC to come withIn the optimum zome before detcnating their claymores,

Lo (C) Intelligence:

a. 1TEM: S(peci.fic) Intelligence Collsction Requirements (Source: Gp 32)
SICR's

DISCIBSION: The group intelligence collection guidance in the
past was primcrIEr dIrected toward gathering information to improve the securit:-
of unit installations. In August 1966 a program was initiated to also direct
collzeticis efforts by issuing SICR's for information to fill gaps in intelle
igence datn and support arcas of spacial intcrest. A recent modification of
this program is Lo extend the direction of this program to a tasking on
subordinate units to emvloy their organic resources in general areas to confim
or deny enemy bulldup drring the earliest stages of development.

OESERVATIQI: The poriodic issuance of Specific Intelligence
Collection Rojquests 1s an excellent means to direct the efforts of collection
agencies in Juimishing inforretion for cur own analysis., This mrogram maintains
an additional elerent of Slexibility in our collection effort and insures that
collection agenciss remain responsive to the requirements of higher headquar ters.
The Group 82 will continw to issue Specific Intelligence Collsction Requirement$
when the nced arises.

bo IEM: Reprodaction Faeilit.eo (Sowrce: Gp Sl)

LDISCUSSICN: The greatly increassd intelligence capability of thir
Group has creabed a fow acministretive probloms, One of these 1s the physical
tagk af reproducing decwments, reports, requirements and supporting inclosures
in sufficisnt quantity tc reach all suberdinate, lateral, and highor units
concorned, The success of the entire intelligence program depends upon tho
adequacy of facilitiss to provide a continuous rlow of the intelligence
information to all friendly agencies concerned.

OBSERVATION: The Group S2 has taken cction to alleviate the
roproduction problam, Q(ne "3M" Brand Model 209 and five "3M" Brand Modsl
107 copy machincs havo been requisitioned. Their receipt will allow mpid
reproduction and distributicn of valuable intelligence reporta to the proper
agencies. 40
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5. (C) Togistics:
a, ITSM: Use of the Gl-A Cargo Pearachute (Source: Co D)

DISCUSSION: This unit was able to obtain 200 Gl-i cargo parachute :
from the properiy disposal office in Saipon, There are over 7000 of ' cse
parachutes in the DO awvaiting salvage. Since all cargo parachutes have no sct
life span, thesc chutes can be wad until they are damaged or destroyed. The
technical manual states that these ch es have a 300 lbs load capability.

OBLERVATION: These p.oochutes were tested at this lscation and
fourd capeble ¢t Pandling airdrop ioads of 500 1bs cr less. They were also
used in clusters of ‘wo and three on londs in excess of 1000 lbs. To date
over 50 airdrops have toen made with those perachutes in tie I Corps arca with
excellent operational results. This parachute is on aqual par with the standard
G-13 and T-7.. parachutes.

b. ITEM: JLutomatic POL Resupply (Source: Co D)

DIiSCUSSION: Fermerly, roquests for POL were subtmitted on a high
priority basic requiring immediate delivery. This situatizn resulted in a
continuous disruption cf planned supply deliveries- To alleviate this situatiow
eaca camp’s normal daily usage was calculated and established, Basod on this
usage factor, a pilanned delivery schedule was ectablish d fer each camp on a momth
basis,

CBSERVATION:  After 2 two month wrial period the .utcmatic PCOL
resupply schedt. s save been finalized with excellent results, Juring this
period, each camp received enough DL to meet daily noeds and still build a smald
reserve for emergoncy usc. These regularly schoeduled POL deliveries fit per-
fectly ino the planned logisvical delivery effort of the FSP,

¢. IiMM: Cepecotor Repair (Source: Gp ﬂ&)
DISCISICH:  Units in ths field were requosting individual repair

parts such as valves and pisteons. and wore attempting to meke mojor overhauls

to inoporative SKW and 10K/ ge:wrators. The result was a long delay waile

parts wore ordered ond o 1irge increase in the doadlined rate on small gorneratorg

OBSEAVATION: Tho deadline rate was lowered by ordering » utock
of mlitary s¥endard engines ond ofher mejor components so thet wholc  jor
companents could be replaced, resulting in 2 drast¥c roduction in dewn time
for many of *he srall generators, The dofective mjor components are now bein”
evacunted to fourth and fifth cchelon repair installations whore parts, skilled
machanicg, arnd adequate squipmont ore availabdle.
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d, ITEM: Inconspicuous ferial Resupply Systenm (Source: Gp Si)

DISCUSSIM: Units deployed deep in hostile territury f r extended
riods are in necd of 2 resupply system less conspicucus than the conventional
parachute _esupply by cargo ailrcraft requiring a fairly largs, open drop zonc,

OBSERVATION: The prcblem was sclved by modifying napalm bombs tc
accomodate up To LU0 pounds of supplics and a T-Th corgo parachubc, The re-
supply drop can be made by tucticel aircrafi. Carrying several napolm bombs
nodified into cargo containers on its bomb racks, tactical fighter aircraft
such as the i~lE can make accurete drops into relatively small drop zones., Sincg
the resupply drop is made at low altitudes and can be combined with bambing and
strafing missions, it is less likely to be detected.

6. (C) Othex:
a, ITE}: Area Assessment for Psvchological Operations (Source: S5, Co D)

DISCUSSION: At the presert time, most ieaflets disseminated in
operational areas are of a general type supplied by JUSPAO, The effectivensss
of these leaflets is doubtful because for the most part they are based on
general information obtained from a lawrge area. In order te produce 2n effective
and specific leaflat, a complete and detailed area assessment is needed of the
taret area. The lesflet can then be based on accurate and current information
and will wltimately be highly effective,

(BSERVATION: =~ a detachment should have a complete and current
area assessment Tor PSIGPS . rposes. Social, religious, and economic groups
should be indicated, as well as key communicators in the area, Enemy amd
friendly vulnerabilitics should be analyzed for potential exploitation by
propaganda. All leaflets and tapes which are produced should be based on this
area assessment to include current intelligence, The CA/PO squad is ideal for
accomplishing this task. They can be given the mission to make an area assess-
ment in their own ares of responsibility. This will enable the commander to
have a rapid and aggressive PSYOPS capability.

b. TIEM: Feedback (Source: S5, Co D)

DISCUSSION: In orxder to create effective propaganda leaflets,
feedback is needed from the requesting unit as to the effectiveness of the
leaflets Without feedback, pocr and ineffective propaganda is used over and
orer causing 2 harmful effect in our propagzanda effort.

(BSERVATION: The detachments are in good position to evaluate
the effectiveness of disseminated propaganda, Feedback does not have o be
dramatic, such as a large number of PW!'s or Chieu-Hol's, In most instances an
indication that a leaflet was picked up by a member of the target awdience will

L2
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Pzriod Ending 31 Jenuary 1957.

suffice, 23 the CIDG CA/PO squads are in an excellent position to obtain
feodback. They imust be alert at all times for any indications of change in
the target audience during the conduct of their patrois.

c. ITEM: Repid Reaction Propaganda (Sourcz: S5, Co p)

DISCUSSION: The process of reguesting, printing, amd disscminating
propaganda is in most instances slow, Consequently, the detachments have little
rapid reaction capability to exploit successful cumbat operations, Chieu-Hoi
retumees, VC terrorism and enemy vulnerabilities, So much time elapses between
an incidert to be exploited and the finished prepaganda product that most of
the effectiveness of the propaganda is lost.

OBSERVATION: Field printing and hand dissemination of leaflets and
posters can provide a degree of rapid reaction to a propaganda campaign. A
mimeograph machine prcvides an excellent rapid reaction mesmnc. Other processer
such as silk screens and jelly rolls may also be used, Field printing should
be used by all CA/PO squads.

d. ITEM: Utilization of Fcrward Air Controllers (FAC) 0l-E Bird Dog
"™ to Disseminate leaflats (Source: S5, Co Q)

DISCUSSION: Normally leaflet missions are targetcd against areas
in which the effort might produce overall results. On many occasions FACt!s on
vizual reconnaissance missions observe small groups of civilians or VC carryine
parties. These typc targets are uswmlly too small for a routine leaflet missi
to be we-thwhile but are susceptible to & psychological warfare effort. Small
bundles of leaflets rigged with fuse cutters have been tested in such cases and
pin-point accuracy has been obtained,.

CBSERVATION: This systen of leeflet disseminatior provides more
exact coverage and is considered a worthwhile supplement to the overall
psychological wartare effort.

e. ITEM: Dispensing of leaflet from U-10 aircraft with chute installed
(Source: S5, 8-32)
DISCUSSIMN: When dropping a2 handful at a time, the wind and air
pressure will keen several hundred together which in turn minimizes area covercge

OBSERVATZON: If leaflets are held over the mouth of the chute and
riffled as in riffling playing cards, intc the caute, the dispersion pattermn and
area coverage will be greatly increased.

fo ITEM: Increased input of refugeces after a large scale operation. ' )
—_— (Source: 85, Ce
43
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DISCUSSION: After the canduct of large scale operations is densel;
populated areas, a large influx of refugees have been collected in most of the
Special Forces egmps. The camps have limited amsunts of refugee suppli.: on 4‘?
hand and duc to bad weather conditions, resupply activities to some camps wil’.
be hampered and camps will experience sore: dif ficulty in providing adequate
support for the refugees,

OBSERVATION: Reserve refugee supplies must be kept on hand,
whensver passIble, at the camps in arder to take care of any unexpected influx
of refugees that might result from any of the operations in large inhabited
areas and in order to be able to support the refugees during periods of inclamemt
wezther when resupply activities are held to a minimum.

g ITEM: Routing of CIDG Medical Evacuees by ARVN Helicopters
(Source: 3-32)

DISCUSSION: ARVN pilots in IIT CTZ always take CIDG patients to
Cong Hoa Hospital in salgon, regardless of the fact that medical facilities for
CIDG persommel exist in Bien Hoa and other locations which are often closer to
the site of injuwry. The increased travel time to Sajgm endangers life and limb
of CIDG personnel. Moreover, the already overcrowded conditions at Cong Hoa
Hospital lezd to poor treatment of CIDG troops.

OBSERVATIMN: Mecical treatment of CIDG personnel in IZI CTZ would
be greatly enhanced 1T ARVN medical evacuation helicopterc were to route
casualties tothe nearest medical facility providing necessary treatrant.

he ITEM: Packaging and Selsction of Long Renge Patrol Medical Supplies
(Source: * Co C)

DISCUSSION: Medical supolies used by long range patrol must be
adequate for THT cormon diseascs and emergencies, be lightweight, ard be packaged
to withstand expos.re to weather and rough handling. The use of glass vials
should be avoided when possible. Experience has dictated that there are
possible a few cxceptions necessary, Y.cs, an injectable antivomiting agent
should be available in order to use the other oral drugs,

OBSERVATION: Most items packaged in glass vials can be omitied in
the selection of long range patrol medical supplies, i.e., substitute tetracycline
tablets for penicillin and streptomycin. Omitting glass vials alse eliminated
the need for most syringes and needlss. Exceptlons, such asCompazine (Anti-
vomiting agent), can be placed inside a 6cc syringe while still inside its
cardboard container and the plastic tube seeled with waterproof tape. Needles
and syringes can be packajed in crush resistant plastic tubes and waterproofed
by wrapping in tape.

io ITEM: Pets and Rabiss Control (Source: B-32)
DISCWGSIM: Although detachment vets (dogs, cats, etc.) have
received rabies shots and records have toen kept, there has been no readily
available way of making rabies tags for the innoculated animals.

OBSERVATION: A metal punch and die set could be used to fashion
tags for the amimals in all subordinate detachments.
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J.» TITEM: Blood Donor Program (Source: B=32)

DISCUSSION: A great aversion to donating blood has been observed in
Vietnam in this area. Whetker this reluctance stems irom religiom, ignorance,
or plain fear is not known. The MILPHAP surgical feam lLave been unable to get
next of kin to donate blood for critically-in-need patisnts,

OBSERVATION: An intensive program should be initisted on a pational
level, utilizing posters, films, demonstration, etc. to persuade the Vieitnamese
to donate blOOdn

k., ITEM: Endemic Serw Tyyhus, Det B-51. {Sourvs: Gp Surgeon)

DISCUSSION: Classes of indigenous personnel taught at Dong Ba Thin
were noted to contract ecrub typhus. The training area involved is vegetated by
Iznal grass, the typical vegetation for e scrub typhus area,

OBSERVATION: Detachment B-51 was directed tc impregnate all field
clothing on both cadre and students with M-1960 miticide. This action may not
s sufticlent. If not, and serub typhus persists, then a change of training area
iz nsoessary.

1, IIEM: Chloroquine Resistant Malaria in Indigenous Troops.
(Source: Gp Su.rgeon)

DISCUSSION: In II CTZ, especially, exist many strains of P
chloroquine resistant malaria, against which chloroquine prophylaxis has no ‘
real effect., However, there is evidence that indigenous troops have a high
incidence of G~& FD daficiency, which wouid cause reactions if indigenous
personnel wers placed on Dapsons. Ths Special Forces-Walter Reed Army Institute
of Reasarch Team is now studying this problem.

(BSERVATION: Administration of Dapsone to indigenous personnel musd
wait upon result of studies being made by SF-WRAIR Research Team,

me JITEM: Hamlet Health Worker Program: (Source: Gp Surgm)

DISCUSSION: Although 195 hamlet health workers have been trained
sincé early 1968, none have been hired by GVN, as province chisfs are not
appropriating money to hire these workers. This leads to two results:

(1} Rural communitiss are not provided medical care by health
workers in spite of the number certified.

(2) Certified graduates bacome discouraged when not hired,
leading to diseffection with both GVN and USASF,

OBSERVATION: The future of the Health Hamlet Worker Program is
in doubt as long as graduates of the program are not hired by GVN,

L5
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n. ITEM: Staffing of CIDG Hospitals (Source: Gp Surgeon)

DISCUSSION: At the present time, two CIDG hospitals,one in IT CTZ,
and one in IIY CT2 are operational, The III Corps facility is already expanding
and the IT Corps installation will expand. I CTZ is building a hospital wvhich
will be operational by late February 1967. The only personnel available to staff
these facilities are those assigned to the Special Forces Company Medical
Operations Section, which by themselves are not sufficient. Use of ®A" detachmcnt
medics to staff such hospitals would be detrimental to the "AM detachment inission.

OBSERVATIMN: In spite of the need for CIDG hospitals, USASF does
not have the Inferhal resources to staff themi

o, ITEM: AN/FRC-7L Redio (Source: Co D 8ig)

DISCUSSIN: This radio is desirable for fi-71 uwse providing both
voice and OW transmissions but is too heavy with the standard BA-30 battery vack.

OBSERVATION: This radio requires 12 to 15 volts DC for operation.
By using 2 AN/PRC=25 batteries (BA-386) in parallel the weight is decreased by
25 pounds. The 3 volt DC plugs are cut out and the 15 volt plugs are connected
in parallel., A Ba-317 battery cord is modified and installed on the radio.
(See Inclosure #17 “or description of field expedient battery bax.)

p. ITEM: Antennas/Proper length for Desired Frequency (Sources Co D Sig)

DISCUSSION: Constructed anetnnas were found to have stretched from
their original cut and the need for resonate antennas with zero reflected wave
became apparent.

OBSERVATION: By recutting antennas using the standard half wave
formula 468 dIvided by the desired fioquency and loading the antenna on the
T~368, this wmit was able to determine the exact frequency where zero reflected
wave existed. Minor adjustments were then made which were needed to have the
desired zero reflected wave for the original frequency.

Q. ITEM: Radio Set AN/PRC-6l (Source: Co C Sig)

DISCUSSIMN: During mobils guerrilla force operations conducted
by this unit It was found that communication difficulty was exmerienced when
prirolling from the patrol base extended beyond the range of the AN/PRC-25,
The AN/PRC+64 was utilized in these cases and found to be acceptable, Using
the voice mods and an extremely unsophisticated antenna system, the two clements
were able to maintain communications on a periodic basis,

(BSERVATION: It has been found that the AN/PRC-6L can provide
voice communications at short rarges under adverse terrain conditions over
distances which exceed the range and capability of the AN/PFC-25. Since only
a short plece of antenna wire tied to a branch or layed on the ground is sufficient,
the AN/PRC-64 can be set up to transmit in a few minutes. This will allow frequent
schedulod commumications checks if required.
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r. ITEM: UHF Racio Capability for Mobile Guerrilla Forces (Sowrce: Co C Sig)

DISCUSSIM: The success of moblile guerrilla forces in remote areas
of Vietnom semeties hingee on the supporting fires available on call and the
ability of the forecz to communicate with agercies providing the fires, On
cceasion adverse weather caditions prevanted the 0-1E Bird Dog with its FM
radio capebility from conmtrollirz supporting air strikes. In such cases it is
necessary for the mobile gucurilla force to contrel air strike> by high performance
aircraft from the ground. In most cases tactica: fighte» bombers are only
capable of UHG radic coumnications, Therefore, it is necessary for the mobile
guerrills force to have eituer a tunable or multi-channeled UHF radio of light
man-pack construction. A light weizht batterv power sovrce is also necessary.
Operation Longstreet whiih was rmouni~d by this unit in late 1966 carried the
AN/PRC-L1 radio., It was found ‘hat, €:ough tic radio was aeceded for its
capebilities, it was unaccertanls freathe opetvational standpoint. The total
weight of the radio, as ccrrisd to the fleld, was appraximately forty (4O)
pounds. This weight is vraccertable for a fast moving lightly armed force.

In addition, at least two spare w2t ce]ll battories, each velghing sixteen (16)
pounds, had to be carviod {5 innvre reliable communicetions. Though it was
relatively simpie to resvmply the force with battiries, it was impossible to
extract the spent battariss. A& fotal of five BB-451/U batteries were discarded
during the operation. These batteries are not experdable. They are rechargeable
and cost aporoximately $300.07 each.

OBSFRVATIN- The AN/PPC-:1 15 not acceptable as 2 UHF radio for
mobile guerrilla force ¥ype operations. A small, light weight UHF radio which
utilizes either a disposable dry cell battery or a very light nickel cadmium
battery iz required. A possible solucion is the AN/PRC-T1 which is currently in
the Air Force inventory. The RT-775/PiC-71 has four (L) preset erystal controlled
channels, It weighs approximately six (6) pounds and is powered by a lightweight
rochargeabls nickel cadmium battery., This set or any other with similar
capabilitiss is more compatable to moblle gusrrilla type operations,

8. ITEM: Radar controlled (TPQ-10) Aerial Resupply Drops
(Source: Co C Sig)

DISCUSSION: The TPQ-10 controlled airdrops of supplies were conducted
in this unit during the month of November 1966, This typs airdrop was developed
to overcome the difficulty of resupplying Special Forces comps during poriods
of inclement weather. In most cases drips were conducted when the drop zone
was completely obscured. The aircraft were gnidad by the US Marine TPQ-10
guidance control systems locatnd at Chu 7al and Quang Mgai, RVN, Data required
by the system included drop zorm location, elavation above sea lewel, ground
winds aloft, type of perachuic to be uced, and parachute rate of descent. Data
was fod into the computerized guidance contiol system which actually controllad
the aircraft, As arefincment, a ground coxtrollor has been used to adjust tho
desired impact point on the drop zone. Adjustments can be fad to the computer
and corrections made after each drop.

OBSERVATION. Radar controlled aeri~l resupply drops have proven
quite successful and c.ccurate. Inclement weather as a deterring factor to aerial
resupply becames far less cicnmificant when such capadblliiies exist ¢n a permanent
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SIBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1967

ty ITEM: Pre-planried TPQ-10 radar bombing lists for targets in
vicinity of fIxed installations. (Source: Co C Sig’

DISCUSSIN: A pre-planned list of targets for contingency TPQ-10
radar strikes has proven to be a rapid and accurate method of obtaining air
strikes, The unit commander requests targets by number rather than be coordinates,
the request is passed to supperting tectical air in the same manner., Such targets
are pre -selected at choke points, likely avenuss of approach and assembly areas,
critical terrain features, atc.

OBSERVATION: The pre-planning of TPQ-10 radar bombing lists for
contingency type strikes provides a rapid, secure,and accurate method for
supporting threatened installiations,

u, ITEM: Revision of 5th Spooial Forces Group Regulation 371,
CIDG Financial Administration (Source: Gp Compt)

DISCUSSION: Regulation 37-1 provides guidance for the proper handling
and disposition of CIDG funds. A number of changes in the mmy scale, incentive
pay scale, death gratuity benefits, and claims procedures made the publication
of a new regulation anecessity. The principal changes are discussed in para 12,

OBSERVATION: The revision of the regulation on CIDG Financial
Administration to accompany changes in pay scales, benefits, and claims assures
proper financial procedures in the handling of government funds,

ve. ITEM: Analysis of Subsistence Costs in II CTZ (Source: Gp Compt)

DISCUSSION: Each-detachment in IT CTZ is authorized to =pend LS5$VN
per man per day for subsistence. Because of high rice prices in II CTZ, rice is
purchased in Saigon and shipped to detachments. The cost of the rice is
deducted from the subsisterice funds authorized the detachment, Many detachments
in IT CTZ were overspending their subsistence allowance. A study was initiated
to f£ind the reason and the solution. The study revealed that rice stockage levels
were much higher than authorized; several setachments were purchasing rice at
exhorbitant prices; few detachments were submitting requests for relief of
regsponsibility for the cost of spoiled rice; several thought the rice was in
addition to the LS$VN per man per day; a.d many were feeding CIDG dependents and
not charging them for food consumed, All of these malpractices were eliminated by
a letter to the Commanding Officer of Company B. To provide closer coordination
between Company B and the LSC with regard to rice shipments, Company B now sutmite
a list of rice stockage levels at each detachment weekly. This will assist in
avolding overstockage and the resulting loss from spollage.

OBSERVATION: Close analysis of the reasons for overexpenditures and
developing a workable solution eliminates wasteful and unauthorized use of
government funds.

L8
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1967

w, ITEM: Analysis of Traffic Level at the SFOB Signal Facility
{Source: Gp Compt)

DISCUSSIN: An analysis of signal traffic received at the SFOB
revealed that J0% of the traffic arrived between 1600 and 1300 hours daily.
This overload often delayed the receipt of the daily SITREP's which are due
at this same time, All detachments were directed to reduce iraffic during the
peak period.

CBSERVATION: The reduction in traffic dwring the period the daily
STIREP's ar- transmitted has allowed for more mapid receipt of these SITREP's.

X. ITEM: Centralizad Funding System in Effect in all CTZ's
(Source: Gp Compt)

DISCUSSION: Company C in I CTZ hed conducted a test project of
handling all ¥nanclal accownting for subordinate detachments at the company
level. The largest task of the project wasto prepare all the CIDO and civilian
payrolls at the oompany, then forward them and sufficient funds to the "A"

d- Jachments on payday. The system relieves the "A" detachment of the
administrative burden of preparing payrolls and allows & closer monitoring of
all expenditures at the company level prior to the expenditure being made.

The pilot program proved successful and was adopted by all companies during the
month of November. Centralized funding was modified in II, III and IV CTZ's,
in that the "B" detachments were responsible for their subordinate detachments.
lhs reason for this being that campanies A, B and D have too mny detachments
subordinate to them as compared to only eleven in Company C.

OBSERVATION: Centralized funding relieves the "A" detachment

of . an administretIve burden and provides closer monitoring of CIDG fund
expenditures.

PART IT - Recommendations
1, (U) Personnel:

8 Reference Section 1, parograph 7; and Section 2, Part I, para 1, Ttem b.

bs Action should be considered at DA level to eliminate the problem of .Sgaﬂ’
late programming of personnel for reassignment to CONUS, A minimm of 90 days 'DL
for officers and enlisted grades E-7 through E-$; and 60 days for E-6 and below,
prior to DEROS for receipt of reassigrment instructions shouid be the objective.

‘ ¢y Commanders having custody of personnel records should be authorized

to communicate directly with the appropriate career branch concerning officer
reassignment instructions when urgency of the situation dictates.

L9
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SUBJECT: Operational Report-fer Quarterly Period Ending 31 Jemuary 1967

2, (U) Operations: None.
3. (U) Training and Organization: Nome.

be (U) In once: None.
5. (U) Lggistics: Nonme.
6, (C) Other:
a, Hamlet Health Worker Program

(1) Reference Section 2, Part I, paragraph 6, Item m,

(2) It is recommended that discussions occur between Vietnamase
¥inistry of Health and the 5th Special Forces Group (Atn). If the GVN cannnt
insure utilization of the certified bamlst health workers , then SF par icipztion
in the program should cease,

b, Medical Evacvation of CI" i Troops in III CTZ:

(1) Reference Section 2, Firt I, paragraph 6, Ttem g

(2) Tt is recormended that ARVN medical evacuavion persommel be
directed to take CIDG casualties to the closese modical facility providing
necessary treatment,

GCo AR/P R0-25 Radio Sets:

(1) Reference: Section 1, Part I, persgraph 9, Item c.
(2) Tt is recommended that necessary action ve taken %o expedite

delivery of the AN/PRC-25 Radio Sets which are critically needed to efficiently
execute tactical operations and provide maximum possible safety for USASF

advisory personnel.
% ‘
Cloelo, T g0

22 Incl | /f\fmuczs J. KELLY
1. Troop Disposition List ’ Colonel, Armor
2, Intelligence Gbjectives Commanding

o

and Responsibilities
3, The Fighting Camp
L. Operations Data
5. Viet Cong Casualties

50
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SUBJECT s

{{ 6.
7-
80
9.
10.
11,

12,
13,

14,

15.
16.

17,
18.
l9¢
20.

15 February 1967

Operational Report for Nuarterly Teriod Ending 31 Januarv 1947

U.S. Special Forces Casualties

CIDG Casualties
RF/PF Casualties

After Action Report:
After Action Report:
After Action Report:

1-7 Nov 66

After Action Report:
After liction Report:

Detachment B-4i

After Action Report:

Operations
Mrboat Program

After Action Report:

(Task Force 777

After fiction Report:

Thuong Duc, 2i-22 Jan 67
Task Force Prong
Mike Force/Attleboro,

Bu Dop, 14 Jan 67
Delta Flood 1966,

Company D Airboat

Blackjack 21

Blackjack 22

Aviation Availability and Utilization
Historical/Group Behavior Filot Study
CA/FSYOF Success Story: Det A-41l
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SECRET

AVHGC-DH (15 Feb 67) . lst Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Rep -t-Lessons Learned for the Period Ending
31 January 1967 (RCS CSFOR-65)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96307 §2 APR 1967

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-OT
APO 96558

Assistant Chief of Stafr for Force Development, Department of
the Army, Washington, D, C., 20310

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the period ending 31 January 1967 from Headquarters, 5th
Special Forces Group (Airborne).

2. Pertinent comments follow:

a. Reference Paragraph 7b, Section 1, Page 22, and Paragraph
la, Part I, Section 2, Page 37: On 20 December 1966, a publication
assistance team visited the unit and provided assistance in the establish-
ment of pinpoint distribution accounts for all DA publications and blank
forms. This will eliminate the time lag in transmitting material from the
Special Forces Operational Base. USARV Circular 310-2 prescribes the
command formula distribution which is transmitted directly tov Headquarters,
Sth Special Forces Group. A request to increase the USARV distribution
from 16 copies to 65 copies under Formule A was received and approved on
27 February 1967,

b. .Reference Paragraph 7c, Section 1, Page 22; Paragraph lb, Lo
Part I, Section 2, Page 3/; and Paragraph lbo, Part 1I, Section 2, Page <:5’*
49: The nonreceipt of assignmant instructions is a continuing problem
of which this headquarters is thoroughly cognizant. Action is taken
by this headquarters to report to DA those officers not in receipt of
reacsignment instructions 60 days prior to DEROS. Additionally, 30 days
prior to DEROS telephone calls between this headquarters and DA are utilized
in an effort to obtain reassigmment instructions. This headquarters and DA ¥
both recognize the personal inconvenience caused by late receipt of assign-
ment Instructions and marked improvement has been made in reducing the
number of officers receiving late reassigmment instructicns. Subordinate
units can assist in alleviating this problem area by ensuring accurate and
timely reporting of DEROS date.

¢. Reference Paragraph 7d, Section 1, Page 22, and Paragraph
lc, Part I, Section 2, Page 37: The shortage of school trained CA/PO

SECRET
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SECRET

AVHGC-DH (15 Feb 67)

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period Ending
31 January 1967 (RCS CSFOR-65)

officers is a command-wide problem. The MTOE authorization of 5th

Speciai Forces Group (SFG) 1is still being processed by this headquarters
and 1t 1s anticipated {t will be dispatched to USARPAC subsequent to 1 May
1967. Until such time &s the MTOE arrives at USARPAC no requisition action
can be taken by this headquarters.

d. Reference Paragraph 9¢, Section 1, Pages 28 and 29; and
Paragraph 6c, Part II, Section 2, Page 50 Concur. There are in-
sufficient assets to fill the high requi: ament generated by the 5th
SFG at this time. Radios have been and witl continue to be issued when
assets are available., AN/PRC-25 radios are short in the command at this
time. Inter-Service Support Agreement with the 5th SFG is a "fill or kill"
proposition.

e. "eference Paragraph 13b, Section 1, Page 36: Concur.
The uniform routing of Military Police Reports through headquarters of
major commands has been recognized as a prnblem prevalent throughout
USARV. A regulation designed to provide detailed guidance concerning the
use, preparation and disposition of the Military Police Report (DA Form
19-32) has been completed, staffed and is currentlv pending final approval
and publication by this headquarters.

£, Reference Paragraph lc, Part II, Section 2, Page 49:

Nor.concur in the recommendation that commands having custody of personnel
records communicate directl, with DA career branches. The centralisation
cf this function at the major component level is in consonance with the
cstablished chain of command and is considered more effective than frag-
menting this task, Additionally, to allow subordinate commands the pre-
rogative of communicating directly with DA on reassignment instruction
queries would compound the magnitude of the problem from the DA position.

g. Reference Paragraph 6a and 6b, Part II, Section 2, Page 50:
The recommendations of the 5th SFG concerning ARVN medical evacuation
personnel and GVN hamlet heal-h workers have been forwarded tc MACV,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

/a/ Jerry Van Horn

JERRY VAN HORN

2LT, AGC
2 Incl Asst. AG
ORLL
cy 33 and 34
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CendidenTial

INTELLIGENCE OBJECTIVES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

1. General: The intelligence requirements of the "A" camp commander

7 'Y are threefold, Primarily he neads early warning indicators of enemy activities,

He needs to know the VC infrastructure within his TACOR and its relationship to

adjacent and higher orgaaizations. Finally he needs to know the enemy order

of battle in proximity to his TAOR. The proposed intelligence r.rogram to fule
£ill thess needs and establish responsibilities at the various levels of
command (A & B Det, Companies and SFOB) is outlined below. This program is
t0 be & bilateral intelligence effort and will be implemented in Feb 1967.

A" Detachment Objectives and responsibilities:

a. Collection: Farly warning infommation, VC infrastructure data
and enemy order of battle data are within the collection capabilities of the
personnel in the "A" detachment, The collection program to sstisfy the intellw
igence requirements of the MAY camps consists of twe types of informant nets,
One net will be targeted at the enemy order of battle. It will require
informants, who know the area, to renort VC movements within the TAOR and its
periphery. The secord net will be t~rrgeted at the VC infrastructure. This
net requires informants to repert nemes, positions, and relationships of
members and leaders of the VC organization. These informants would prefer-
ably bes VC whn have defected in place. The Group S-2 has set up a Mobile
Training Team, which will assist in the establishment of these nets on a :
case by case basis, The prototype is to be initiated at LANG VEI, QUANG TRI !

Province,

2,

b, Analysis: To facilitate the analysis of the information
gathered by these nets the Group S-2 hr - directed that the following three ‘

analytical instruments be emrloyed at each A" camp by 15 Feb 1967.

(1) Handbooks: One will cover enemy OB; the other VC
infrastructure. The V0 infrastructure handbook will record the names, person-
alities, modus operandi, positions and relationships of members and leaders of
the ¥C infrastructur:. T2 order of battle handbook will record the
organization, strength, mission, location, armament, morale, limitations and ﬂ

capabilities of the enemy.

(2) Map Overlays: One will display enemy OB data; the other,
VC infrastructure. The infrastructure overlay will plot known and suspected
locations of personnel, safe houses, meeting spots, communicaticn points, and
security of nets of the VC organization. The OB cverlay will plot the
locations, lines of communication and infiltration routes of enemy units,

(3) Wiring Diagrams: One will be for OB amd one for VC
infrastructure, showing organizatior 1 structures within the TAOR and its
periphery. Known, unknown and suspected elenemts of these structures will

be indicated in the diagrams.

i e o L T
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c. Diesemination: The "A" detachments will dissemimate all
information up through channels to the SFOB and laterally to adjacent
units, Spot reports will be tranamitted electrically and all other
information will be forwarded on 1396 Intelligence Information Report
Forms,

3. "B" Detcchment Responsibilities:

a. Collection: The ¥B" detachments also have the mission of
collection and analysis of information on VC infrastructure and OB, The
"B"1s, -however, target their collaction efforts 2u the areas in between
the "A® camp TACR's. Tra "B" Cetachments will make maximum usa of lateral
and supporting intelligence agencies, In addition to their orgsnic sources
they will establish liaison with CIA, 14%th M, 135th MI, adjacent friendly
units and sector agencies, To assist in the collection effort of the
detachments, persomnel from the MI augmentation will be assigned as
available,

b. Analysis: The primary objective of the analytical efforts
at the "B" Det will be tc give early warning of enemy attacks to the WA¥
detachmert s, They will maintain the same analytical instruments as the
A" camps, Personnel frem the group Mi augmentation will be assigned to
"B* detachments to assist in analysis and dissemimation.

c. Dissemination: The "BY detachments will disseminate all
information to the YA camps and to ths SFOB through Special Forces
channels, Information copies will be sent tc Debachment B-55 in Saigon
and lateral dissemination effected. Spot reports will be transmitted
electrically and all other reports will be subtmitted on 1396's,
Intelligence Information Report Forms,

4., Company Responsibilities:

a, Collection: The company directs and assists the collection
efforts of the "A" and “BY detachments, It will have trained interrogators
and analysts ready for dispatch tb assist the "A"s and "B"s in collection,
These personnel will be provided by the MI augmentation, The company will
be responsible for liaison with subordinate, adjacent, and higher intell-
igence agencies, The company has no further collection responsibilities.

b. Analysis: The primary mission of the company S-2 section is
collation and analysis of information, The company will produce studies,
estimates and summaries for specific sub-commands. These summaries will
emphasize only current information without regard to agreement with
confirmed MACV OB holdings, On a weekly basis the compary will prepare
and disseminate an intelligence summary to indicate critical areas and
specific intelligence regarding each "A" camp. The campany will main-
tain current summaries and 1:50,000 map overlays for each "A" camp TAOR.

c. Dissemination: The company i3 responsible for dissemination
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of intelligence to all subordinate commands, the SFOB and lateral agencies,
A1l information obtained by the companies which has not been transmitted
by other elements will be forwarded to the SFOB., Coples of all studies,
estimates and INTSUMS will also be forwarded,

5. Group S-2 Recponsibilities:

a, Collection: The SFOB has no collection responsibilities
other than to establish liaison with adjacent imtelligence agencies and
to direct and monitor the collection effarts of the "A" and "B" detach-
ments., The S5-2, 5th SFGA will establish policies and provide directives

governing the group intelligence program,

b, Analysis: The SFOB will provide weekly surmaries of current
intelligence, hot spots and build-ups within the CTZ's. The objective is to
produce tailored studies that will provide guidance to the companies in the
disposition of their intelligence rescurces. In addition the SFOB will
prepare special studies and intelligencc annexes for the special operations
conducted by 5th SFGA.

¢. Dissemination: The group S-2 will disseminate intelligence
to all subordinate, lateral and higher headquarters on a scheduled basis,
This dissemination will be in the form of INTSUM, MONEVAL, and FERINTREFS.
Special studies and intel‘igence annexes will be published as required.

2«3
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SPECIL.L_FORCES COORDIMATION VITd OTHER INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES

1. (S/NOFORN) The following is an sxcerpt from the intelligence
briefing given General Harold K. Johrgon by the Croup S-2 Section on
27 Dec 1966.

"To sati~{y thr ir-oroncnd intelligence requirements of subordinate
detachments and supported tactical units, the 5th Special Forces Group has
initiated a progran of close coordination and cooperaticn with all Free
World Forces int:zlligence agenc’es ¢ the de-elopaent of cquipment and
the production of analytic: ' studies ia suppor® of all operations."

"™Many spceial cthdizs covorning 31l ports of the Republic of Vietnam
are required o adequat ly cuopori Special Forces combat operations, These
studies arc produced by M.CY cl~wsnts tich as the Combined Intelligence
Center, Vietnam (CICV), and the intclligence Operations Division of MAC J-2
(IOD). The studies iuclvde hires Analysis, OB Studies of cnemy units and
Secret Zones, and Targct .nalysic Studies for Long Range Recormaissance
Patrols and Mobile Guerrilla Operations, TFor exaemple, a 30 day Mobile
Guerrilla Operation began in the Seven Mountains area in the TV Corps
Tactical Zone in early Jamapy, To support this operatiorn, CICV was
tasked to produce for us, 27 irea Studr and Target Analysis Study of the
Seven Mountains area. The Target fAnzlysis Data confirmed our preliminary
investigation that the area is a high -priority target, It further
indicated that an opcration in this area would seriously dis-upt VC
communication routes hetween Cambodia and Vietnan, interrupt VC food
procurement, programs in the southwestern part of the Delta, and have a
psychological effect on arei residents who are opposed to Communism but
follow VC directives because they have no othsr option.¥

"Tactically, the study located VC storage depots, ordnance plants,
hospitals, gun emplacements, and a host of other deteils essential to good
operational planning,."

"Our cooperative program is not all TAKE. 5th Special Forces is
the action agent or suoport element for several Joint intelligence rojects,
For example, we are conducting a sensitive experiment with £i5 in the
develomment of a technique employing an elecironic device for the positive
location of VC and NVA tactical headymrters. We proside more than 200
persormel for MAC SO operations, and .rerate 26 weather stations for the
US iiir Force to increase the area coverage of their synoptical weather
picture. We are negotiating with DIA to test a photo-electronic device
to cover road and stream watch sites, Ve provide billet and office space
for i49th MI Group collection teoms in (.2 four Corps Tactical Zones, and
ve are coordinating with the 509th Radio Research Unit to improve electronic
intelligence coveragc in Vietnam.,"

2, (C) 1In addition to the above mentioned age.cies the Group has
established a close working relationship with the lst Mil Intel Bn - Aerial
Reconnaissance and Surveillance., Detachment D, lst MIBARS is located
adjacent to the SFOB and has been veiy responsive to our request for aerial
photography and electronic aerial swrveillance,

2-1-1
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MILITARY INTELLIGENCE AUGMENTATION

1, MI Detachment Counter Intelligence (6XHD TOE 300-500D), The
Detachments camposition will be: Six Warrant Officers, MOS 971A; Six E-7's,
MOS 97BL4O; Six E~6's, MOS 97BLO; and Six E-5's, MOS 9/B4O, The expected
time of arrival is April 1967.

2. M Detachment Collection (6XILD TCE 30-500D), The Detachments
composition will be: Six Lieutenants, MOS 9668; Six Warrant Officers,
MOS 972A; Six E-7's, MOS 97B4O; Six E-6's, MOS 97CLO; Six E-5's, MOS 97BLO.
The expected time of arrival is April 1967.

3. M Detachment Aidministrative {2{AH TOE 30-500D). The Detachments ;
composition will be four E-4's, MOS'71Bil, and its expected time of arrival ;
is ipril 1967. :

!

L. MI Detachment Defense Against Methods of Entry (TOE 30-500D), This
eééanent will be one E~7, MO3 97BLO and its expected time of arrival is April
l 70 :

5. MI Detachment Clerical (4LXHB TOE 30-500D). The Detachments
composition will be fo r E-5's, MOS 97BLO and is expected to arrive in
March 1967.

6. MI Detachment Counter Intelligence (2XHE TOE 30-500D). The
Detachments composition will be: Two Captains, MOS 9666 and two Lieutenants,
MOS 9666. The expected time of arrival is April 1967.

7. ML Detachment Interrogator (8XFD TOE 30-500D), The Detachments
camposition will be eight E-6's, MOS 96CLO. The expected time of arrival is
April 1967.

8. MI Detachment Order of Battle (18XJD TOE 30-600D). The Detachments i
camposition will be 19 E-6's, MOS 96B4O, The expected time of arrival is i
April 1967,

9. ML Detzohnomt Orcew of Battle (4XJB TOE 30-600D). The composition
of this Detachment will be: Four Lieutenants, MOS 9318, and four E-4's, MOS
96B20. The expected time of arrival is May 1967,

10, MI Detachment Imagery/Interpretation (2XOB TOE 30-600D), The
compoeition of this Detachment will be: Two Majors, MOS 9309; two Captains,
MOS 9309; two E~71's, MOS 96D4O; two E-5's, MOS 96D30. The expected time
of arrival is May 1967.

2-2-1
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11, Recapitulation o the MI fugmentatinn is:

c— GO WO

a, Major 2 f
b, Captain I

c. Lieutenant 12 &

d. Warrant Officer 12

e. E-=7 15

£, E-6 39

g E-5 18 ;
h., E- g j

TOTAL 110
12, (S/NOFORN) Organization:

a. The Military Intelligence Detachment will be organized into
a headquarters element, five intelligence analysis sections, and six
intelligence collection teams,

b, The headquarters clement will be composed of the counter
intelligence, administrative, defense against methods of entry, and
clerical sections, The element loecated at the intelligence analysis
centers will be composed of order oi battle, interrogator, imagery
interpretation, administrative and clerical sections, Detachment B=57
(Ho Ngoc Tao) will have assignel to it all six collection teams in
support of Project DANIEL BOONE,

2-2-2
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ADVANCED TECHNOLOGICAL DEVICES

1, (S-NOFORM) At the present time many agencies are in the process of
developing, field testing ~nd producing various specialized devices for use
in intelligence operations, Some of the advantages which accure through
the use of those devises are as follows:

a. They increase secarity.
b. They expelite operatiofs,
¢, They conserve manpower,

d. They make it possible for personnel to operate under less
hazardous conditions,

2, (S-NOFORM) There are a great variety of devices available for use
in the intelligence field., The Group is currently taking action to procure
or experiment with the following:

a, Seiamatic Anti-intrusion devices- The group h2s reocuested 100
each of these items; enough for employment of at least one each of every
Special forces installations.

b. Sub-miniature radios- There are numerocus varieties of these
radios and signaling devices. They arc used for such things as agent com-
munications and concealment within other items of equirment, When items of
equipment, with a signaling device hidden inside, are deliberately allowed
to fall into enemy hands they are invaluable in electronic tracking of the
enemys subsequent movements,

¢. Lines of comunications monitors- These are small photo electric
devices which can be easily concezled near a trail or stream and then used
in detect and record enemy movement along that route,

3. (C) In addition to the above mentiocned programs the Group is
ontinually locking for now unys to employ existing items and developing
plans which lead to the development of new devices,

Amnex 3 to Ipclosure #2, to Quarterly Oporc.tion!d Roport. for period ending
31 January 1967,
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FIGHTING CAMPS

1, Concept - A Fighting Camp is a CIDG camp having a minimm
7( essential position defense capability. The overall defensive posture
of this camp is enhanced by continual, aggressive offemnsive operations
corducted by camp personnel in their TAOR.
2, The camp itself embodies the principles of:
a. Speed of Installation
(1) Completed in thirty (30) days - assisted by one engineer
platoon reinforced with selected items of construction equipment depending
upon airfield requirements.

(2) Size is such that it can be defended by one quarter of
the assigned strength.

(3) A standardized design is followed.
b. Austerity:

(1) Construction costs neld to a minimum,

(2) No "frills" in this camp,

(3) local materials are used whenever possible.

(4) Skilled labor requirements are held to a minimum,
¢. Defense in Depth:

(1) Alternate and secondary positions are used to provide
depth to the battle arsa.

(2) This samp has the ability to limit and to seal off
penetrations.

(3) Outposts and listening posts for early warning.
3. The cost of this type of camp will vary depending upon:
a, Site location
b. Necessity to "harden", 4
¢. Availability of local construction needs.
d. Anticipated camp “life",
L. Because this concept Joes not markedly differ from established

defensive doctrine, 1 miniium of special skills, equipment, and material will
have to be stockpiled and, later, imported into the comstruction site.

Inclosure #3 to Opsrational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 Jsnuary 1967
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OPERATIONS DATA

1. Number/Type CIDG Operations Conducted:

a.
b.
Ce
d.
- P}
f.

Attacks
Blocking Actions
Escort Actlons
Combat Patrols
Recon Patrols
Ambushes

TOTAL BY TYFS

TOTAL OPERATIONS s

552217

DAY NIGET 5@

153 71 8
173 %0 0
916 37 483
8L0L 6438  L8L1
7251 2162 6150
4267 25268 24,006
21161 34056 35488

2. Number/Type RF/PF Operations Conducted:

a.,
b,
Co
d.
Q.
b

Attacks
Blocldng Actions
Bacort Actions
Combat Patrols
Recon Patrols
Ambushes

TOTAL BY TYPE

TOTAL OPZRATIONS s

26826

DAY  NIGHT  SQD

161 25 2
27h 12 63
596 88 153
1565 3 832
2018 1382 2362
1212 19038 18273
56826 21000 21707

3. Number of Iricendly Initiated Conta:tsg

- 19
b,

(D1
RF/PF

DAY NI SQ
s2h 98 67
98 68 52

L. VC Initiated Combat Action Against:

a.
b.
Ca
d.

Inclosure #i to Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 Janwary 1967

Attacks
Probos
Ambushes
TOTAL

CIG  RF/PE
99 52
122 172
100 38
322 260

o

PLAT
59
w6
175
81k
952
1814
3960

PLAT
166
62

Co

213
175
3884
149
561
5126

co

82
180
350
238

161
1091

0
292
33

£ I8

17

395

13
L83

O
Sooloold

oo

19

@
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5.

Other VC Initiated Actions Againsts

o
b
Cse
d,

CIDG  RF/FF
Mines/Booby Traps 513 50
Assassinations S 12
Sabotage 17 1
TOTAL 535 63
he2
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VISE CONG CASUALTIES

L. (C) Centivaed V2 Losscr Ducing L.h Quarter by Ceeps Tactical Zone:

Tcrz II C1Z I CT2 IV CTZ2 TOTAL
KA 286 351 L9 378 1505
vee 58 W2 133 81 Lk
F(TAL 3hk u93 623 459 1919

2, «C) Quartc:'y Cormdarison of Conf rmed VC Losses Country-wide:

CIDG RF/P?
KIC™E KTa yee TOTAL
2st Cuartor 1057 210 438 125 2729
2nd Quarter J30 236 491 105 1662
3rd Quoriew e 391 263 140 1611
Lt Quarter 1302 3i2 243 102 Lk

NOTE: Above {iguros are USASF BODY COUNT

Inclosuio #5 S0 Opeiitic. ! Feport for Quarterlr Porios Snding 31 Jan 67
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USASF GASUALTIES

?i 1. (C) USASF casualtics during Lth Quarter vy Corps Tactical Zove.

LR ——

1w  mom n; on v otz gorAl
KA 1 3 2 3 9
WIA 6 21 2 6 st
MIA 0 0 1l 0 p 3
TOTAL 7 il 2 9 &

2. (C) Quarterly Camparison of USASF Casualties Country-wida:

m WI MIA T0T3L
1st Quarter 17 33 1 3
2nd Quarter U 63 2 79
3rd Quarter 15 60 0 (4]
i4th Quarter 9 % 1 &

Inclosure #6 to Operational Report for Quarterly Poriod Ending 31 January 1967
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CIDG CASUALTIES

1. (C; CIDG Casuslties Puring Lth Quarter oy Corps Tactical Zones

7 T T2 I €12 TI1 CTZ ' v 12 TOTAL
a. KT L 16 23 16 59
b. WiA 39 g0 86 27 202
c. MIA A 1 0 L 6
POMAL kL 61 109 k7 267

2. (C) Quarterly Commarison of CIDG Casualties Country-wide:

m Wn ey ToTaL
1st Quarter 361 592 ] 1048
2nd GQuarter 228 681 53 962
3rd Quarier 269 632 18 919
Lth Quarier 5% 202 6 267

Tncloswa #7 to Operational Niport for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1967
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RF/PY CASUALTIES ’

1, () NF/PF Cosunliles during Mgh Quarter by Cucps Tactical Zone:
[ef2  IIClm  IIICrZ 0 WMz  TOTAL

95 a. KNl 2 1 53 5 81
b- WIA 18 2 105 11 136
2e MiA 13 0 6 0 18 |
d. POTAT. L1 3 W 16 235
2. (8) OQursserly Compa:iison of RF/PF Casuvaltiss Country-wide:
KN Wm MA TomaL
ist Quarter 203 283 85 5T ,
2nd Quarter 196 275 38 509 1
3rd Cuarter 158 267 2% 52l
Lt Quazter a1 136 18 235

Inclosurs 48 to Operetional Report for Junrterly Period Ending 31 January 1967
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DETACHMENT A-109
5TH SPECIAL FORCES GROUF (ABN), 1ST SPECIAL FORCES
APO 96337, US Forces

26 Jamary 1967

SUBRJECT: After Action Report, iucag Duc (Uperation DCC 11),
21 and 22 January 1967

1. The forces involved in Qperation DCC 11 were 120 CIDG, one ILDB,
eu:d 4 USASF on the initial element, and 6, CIDG, 80 RF/PF, one LLDB, ar.l
tiree USASF on ths exploitation force. In-addition, 50 CIDG were sent
1o reinforce the opsration on.the second day.

2. The mission was to conduct a search and destroy operation in
reaction to intelligence information,

3. Ths entire operation ran from 210430 to 221930 January 1967.

L, The operation was planned in anticipation of irdicated enemy
mevement and recupply operations in the area to the cast of Ngoc Kinh I,
center coordinates ZC200543. Viet Cong units know to operats in the
erea were.the Q-14 Company, the Q-17 Battalion, elements of a sapper
batialion (designation unknown), and oceasional NVA elements. Thirty
VC were sigated in this arez on 17 Jamuary. The plan was to have one
JIDG company with advisors move into this area to fi: and destroy any
¥ they might find., At 21C/30 the operation departed camp Thong Duc
and moved east through the villages to the south of the river, (see
overlay)., At 1100 the operation made initial contact at coordinntes
2187535, with an estimated two squads of VO who withdrew to the south~
cast,, Tha advance was contiimed, and at 1315 the operation regained
contact at coordinates ZC200543 with an estimated 200 VC. (This figure
was later substantiated by inte€ll? ;emce peports ond prisoner interrogation).
Fire vas retwrned, and the senlor advisor requested immediate airstrikec
and artiilery. He also requesied chav an explcitation force be sent into
the area immediately. Tha Debtachment Comander radioed Company C and re~
quested that the Mike Force be helilidbed into the area. Due to the
time involved in getting helicopters ond the Mike Force raeady to go,
the Detacmmant Commander was ordered by the Cempany Commander to send
all available persommal in the canp to the battle arca. The Mike Force
would then be scnt to the camp for sccurity purposes, it 1415 the
axploitation force departed fi'om the hasc camp and rapidly moved along
the south bank of the river toward the east. At 1525, just as the
exploitation element had reached a point north of the battle area and
was beginning to wheel souch, thoy mebt increasing enemy resistance, The
exploitation force then moved west to skirt a body of water and swung
Yack to the east tcewards the irmmediate area cf Lhe battle., VC resistance
aquicikly slackened, and the cxpleitatimxi force rcached the position of the
main overation, During the entire engagement, which was characterized by

Inclosure {!S to Cperational Report for Quarterly Perio. Ending 31 Jmuary 047

11




a series of short violent fireiights. friendly forces were taken under
fire by automatic weapons, small arms, 60xm and 8lmm rortars., Friendly
casualties were three CIDG wounded, Firepower used against the enemy
consisted of automriic eapons, small arms, 4.2" mortar, 105mm and 155mm
howitzers, and 14 tactical airstrikes, A Forward /ir Controller was in
the air during the entire period. Enemy losses wore five killed, and
two wounded. At this point i' became necessary to move back to the

west in order to evacuate tiie wounded, effeci resupply and gain room

for maneuver, 'Une oneration; wlhich thén ¢:ncisted of onc RP/PF and

two CING ¢ mpisies, moved to coordinates ZC 178536 where o medevac ~nd re-
supply landing zons vas secured. By 1900 resurply and medevac were com=
pleted.

At 220200 a flanking element of 120 CIDG nnd twe supporting elements
of 30 CIDG each began an encircling movement over the rugged hills
to the south of the battle area. At daylight the remaining 20 CIDG plus
the 80 RF/FF were to sweep back to the east to regain contact with the VC,
at which time the southern element would prevent the VC from getting onto
the highground to the south, nnd drive him to the river where he could be
destroyed, At 1000 the southern force flushed 2 squads iof VC with an auto-
matic weapon and drove them townrds the sweep e€'ement. One of the VC was
wounded and the rest withdrew east. At 1100 the sweep element linked up
with one of the 30 men supporting elenents which had been s=at to the village
after the 2 squads of VC menticned earlier. On advancing another 200 meters
strong contact w:s again made. Tis souther. elznent began to sweep
northeast, At this time the CTIDG radio opepator for the USASF was wounded,
The FAC spotted 4O-plus VC running cast, and an immediate airstrike with CRU
(boblets) was called. Tac VC broke contact and fled to the east. The
50 man reinforcing element Irom base camy arrived with replacement radio,
30 VC were caught in the open by alrcraft armed with CBU's, An immediate
assessment o7 the ~irsirike ani battle arcas showed 14 VC killed by small
arms and artillery fire, and 20 VC killed by thc airstrikes, Alco several tons
of food, clothing, ammunition, and medica) supplies were found in caves
and sampans along the river's edge. Five prisoners were taken at this time,
The operation secured an L7 for medevac and prisoner evacuation, The
operation then returned to¢ base camp, closing at 1930 hours,

L4, Concludiuic, Observations, and Nesults:
2

a. Several things about the enemy were observed. Their fire
discipline was excelleni. Heavy volumes of iire were received and cut
off promptly as if on signal, Tecticel manuever by the VC was good, he
constantly tried to er~ircle friendly units and made good use of concealed
avenues of appronch. Uniforms of the killed and captured VC helped to
identify the units as the Q-14 Company and, elements of a sapper battalion,
Mar' smanship on the part of the VC was pocr, which accounts for oun low « s
casualty rate, Reports received fromn several sources confirm that Le Than,
the Q-14 Comprmy Commande:r, was killed, and that the Q-14 Company is no
longer operational,

b. Enamy losses were:
L9 Killed (conf)
25 Killed {rret)

%




After Actisn Report (oc {nued)

Ce

4 Wounded

5 Captured

1500 pounds of food captured

750 pounds of medical supplies captured
4 Weapons captured

25 Sampens destroyed

Friendly losses were: 3 CIDG wounded,

/S/WILLIAM G BUHMANN, JR
/T/WILLIAM G, BUHMAIN, JR
Captain, irtillery

Cormanding
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COMPANY B
STH SPECIAL FORCES GROUP (AIRBORNE), 1ST SPECIAL FORCES
APO 96295

AVSFB-OPN 11 January 1967
SUBJECT: Aftar Action Report Tack Force Prong

TO: Comanding Officer
Sth SFG Aon, 1st SF
APO 56240

1, BACKGROUND:

a. The Lth Infantry Division planned to conduct an operation beginning
3 Nov 66 to aweep and clear the area north of Plei Djeren;, west to the Nam
Sathay River and east to the 90 line, for suspected elements of the 325th
Division (NVA) (Incl 1). In the original plan of the Lth Division no units
were to be committed to the area west of the Nam Sathay River to the Cambodian
border, The southern half of this Plei Trap Vdlley was an area well known
to contain enemy infiltration routes.

be Commanding Officer, Company B, 5th Special Forces formulated a
plan for the employment of one provisionsl battalioh of CIDG (west of the
Nam Sathay River to the Cambodian border) to conduct search and clear operations
and also to act as a screen for the 4th Division's operation which was to
operate to the east of the Nam Sathay River. The plan of Company B, Sth
Specisl Forces Group, was presented to G3, Lth Div, on 5 Nov 66. The Lth Div
suggested instead that they would prefer to employ one of their battalions in
that area and that the CIDG force would operate between that battalion and the
main force conducting the sweep to the east ganerally on a north/south axis
along the Nam Sathay River advancing by phase lines to the north. It was

‘stated to the LJth Div that the CIDG could better operate next to the border

sinoe CIDG units operate better in an Area of Operation rether than along
an axis of advunce by phase lines.

6. The Lth Div acceptod the recammendat.ions of CO, Company B, Sth
SFGA, On 8 Nov 86, modified plan (Incl 2) was issued by the Lth Div
assigning a slightly revised area west of the Nam Sathey River to the CIDG
foroe as an area of vperation. This area vas further broken ddwi intc three
company areas by Company B, Sth SFGA (Incl 3, App A).

2. SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS:
a., 0B Nov 661 One company from 2/8, Lth Inf Div, moved to LZ LANE

(IORR ), YAS0US30 to secure the L2 prior to deployment of Task Foroce Prong.
The 1ift of TF Prong began 0830 hre with the movement of 3rd Mikn Foroe

Inclosure #10 to Opsrational Report for Quarterly Foriod Enging A January 1967.
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Company and the command group from Pleiku to LZ IANE. Plei Djereng and Duc
Co elements were closed into LZ LANE by 1115 hrs. At 1310 hrs, Mike Foroce
made contact with elements of an NVA antiaircraft battery, vicinity
YA602542, Results were one NVA KIA, two 12,7 AA MG, two AKL7 and 35 packs
CIA with negative friendly casualties, Mike Force again made sontact with
an estimated NVA squad vicinity YA610540 resulting in two NVA KIA, one WIA,
one pack CIA and one USSF WIA, At 1LOO hrs, the Plei Djereng elemsnt of TF
Prong made contact with a three man carrying party moving north on a large
trail vicinity YA605526, Rosults were two NVA KIA, one NVA WIA, one AKLT
CIA, iwo grenades and twc packs CIA with negative friendly casualties. In
vicinity of this action TF Prong divided forcss approxim tely 1600 hrs with
the Plei Djereng Company moving south and the Duc Co Company and the command
group continuing to move west. At 1615 hrs, Plei Djereng cbserved three NVA
vicinity YA60552, and aftcr a short fire fight tha NVA broke contact to the
sauth with negative results. At 2000 hrs, TF Prong was located at: oommand
group and Duc Co YA599526, Plei Djereng YA6C6512, and Mike Force YAS11553.

b. 09 Nov 66: A security ambush of Plei Djereng caught an NVA
recon platoon at 0805 hrs, vicinity YAG065512, advancing north along the
same trail that Plei Djereng had moved south on the previous day., Flai
Djereng Campany followed up this contact by moving south along the trail and
across a stream, Here they made ccatact at 0815 hrs with an estimated NVA
company in prepared positions, vicinity YA605509, Withdrawing to the north
bank of the stream, Plei Djereng requested FAC support and called for
artillsry fires on thc enemy positions. The artillery was lifted fram:the
enexty positions on the south bank of the river at 1010 hrs. FPlei Djereng
assaulted across the river and was able to establish a platoon sise position
o the south bank, However, due to the heavy enemy fire which ocaused
several friendly casudl ties, they vere forced to withdrew to the northem
banks at 1235 hrs. Plei Djereng called for continuous artillery support and
requested assistance to locate an LZ so wounded ocould be evacuated, An 12
was located but Plei Djereng was unsble to withdraw since tho ensmy had
manouvered between Plel Djereng and the L2, Results of this contact were
four NVA KIA and ono RFD 6 IMO CIA, Friendly casualties were four CIDG KA,
five CIDG WIA and two USSP WIA, At this time Plei Djereng requested
reinforcements,

(1) Duc Co and the command group had contirmped to mowe west to
vicinity YAS88528 whore thay crossedgm 0ld north/south trail at 0830 hrs,
Reoonnaissance was conducied by squad sise clements 500 meters to the north
and south with megative aignc of enemy activity. A platoon sise elsment
moving west came across the remains of an Al1E, 1500 meters from the treil,

The oly identifying marks were the lotters ZB on the tail. The recommissance
revealed no-gigns of enexy activity in the past sevorel mmths,

(2) Miles Poroe closed on an L2 vicinity YA612553, 0830 hre to
exfiltrate wop ans captured the previeus day. While waiting far the

axfiltration, a security elsmont ambushed four NVA st 1115 hre resulting in
for NVA KIA, four AEL47 CIA and one CIDQ WIA,

1C-2

 {}

Do e am e




03
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SUBJECT:s After Action Report Task Force Prong

(3) Duc Co departed vicinity YA588528 at 1315 hrs to reinforce
Plei Djoreng. Duc Co was cautioned by Plei Djereng to be alert for an NVA
machine gun and snipers in trees, vicinity YA606511 whexe at 1430 hrs Duc Co
made contact with an NVA machinc gun, Results of this contact were one
CIDG WIA, and NVA casualties UNK., At 1530 hrs, Duc Co linked up with Plei
Djereng and covered their withdrewal to the north, As Duc Co withdrew it was
covered by creeping artillery. At 1830 hrs, all casualties were evacuated
from 12 LANZ, A platoon from Pleil Djereng remained overnight as security.
TF Prong (~) (with one platoon at LZ IANE) remained overnight vicinity YA605527
and Mike Force Campany at YAS775L5.

c» 10 Nov 66: At 0910 hrs, Co G, 1/, landed at LZ LANE to
participate with TF Prong (~) in the ascault of the cnemy positions that
Plei DJjereng had found the previous day. Co C was to move south fram the 12,
cross the stheam vicinity YA61651) and assault the enemy positions from the
cast, TF Prong was to move south from their night position down the trail to
engage tho enemy vicinity YA605508 and contain them for Co C to envelope. As
TF Prong was beginning to move out an NVA recon platoon contacted the northerr
secuwrity elcment. After a short fire fight the enemy withdrew east toward LZ
IANE, Results of this contact were ane NVA 'JIA and two CIDG WI., TF Prong
m:de hoavy contact at 1410 ks with an estimated NVA Bn in an L shaped ambush
position vicinity YA60CS51E. The battle reged until TF Prong was able to
consolidate a defensive position vicinity YAG08515. Heavy enemy fire ceased
appraximetely 1800 hrs with the exception of periodic sniper fire., Throughout
the aftornoon after an initial % hour small arms battle, there was continuous
artillery and air support. Results of the engagement were twelve NVA KIA
and four AX? CIA, Friendly casunlties were one USSF KIA, one US WIA, four
CIDG KIA, seventeen CIDG WIA, 5 CIDG MIA, one PRC/7L destroyed and ane M-16
damaged, Twenty-nine CIDG were secrarated from the TF Prong but made their way
back to LZ LANE. Five kilometers away the lfile Force Company ambushed six
NVA at 1430 hrs vicinity YASS1339, killing four and wounding two, Mike Force \
WIA's and 2 NVA CIA were medevaced at 1715 hrs from an 12 vicinity Y.570535. i
At 1630 hrs, a security element going into position vicinity a dry lake bed
Idlled an NVA sniper. A perimevor was established vicinity YAS571553 with
ambushes positioned on a hoavily used north/south trail paralleling the dry
lalks bed, One element of fifty-five CIDG secured tho northwest edge of the
lake bed while the remainder took up positions on the cast side of tho laks bed.

d. 11 Nov 66: At 0Q1S hrs, Co A and Co C, 1/1L, linked up as
reinforcements with TF Prong (-) (Cndg Gp, Duc Co and Plei Djereng) vicinity
YA605515. Five Idlameters away the Mike Foroe elsaont on the west sids of
the lake bed came under heavy fire from an NVA Company at 0500 hre, vicinity
YAS71953. The attack was repalled, but the olemont was required to withdraw
across tho lake bed and rojoin the remnindsr ~” the company. A4s frisndly air
and artillery began to hit to the west of frisi.ily dsfenses, tho Mile Ioroe
camo under heavy machine gun, mortar and emall arms fire from the scuth, oust
and north. When air and artiliery were shifted from the west to the castemn
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SUBJECT: After Action Report Task Force Prong

enemy positions, Mike Porce again received heavy fire from the west side of
the lake bed. During the course of the heavy fighting, the Mike Force fell
back three tises o take up new positions. The enemy pressed the attack with
an estimated bavtiilon, ia avteanst $0 resupply ammunition by HUID at 0900
hrs, was driven off by henwy encmy AA and small arms fire, klling two crew
mombcrs, The aircraft managed to roturn to the airfisld, lleavy fighting
cantirucd wntil 1240 hrs, and sporadic contact was maintained until 1530 hrs.
Milo Force was successfully resupplied at 1230 hrs and seriously wounded were
takon out on tle samo aircraft. All medovacs were completed ty 1530 hrs, At
1630 hrs, Co B, 1/12 arrived from thr north as reinforcements. Results of
this contact were 58 KVA KIA, 13 CIDG XIA, 4O CIDG WIA, three USSF WIA, one
USSF KIA (in helicopter), one US KIA (crewmen in helicopter) and ane M-79
was destroyod by cnemy action. Casualties from TF Prong (=) (Duc Co and Plei
Djereng) were evacuated fron vicinity YA601515 at 0900 hrs. At 2000 hrs, TF
Prong had re-established a perimeter with Co A, 1/l vicinity YAGO15)5. At
2200 hrs a security element from Co 4, 1/14 ambushed an NVA squad vieinity
YA606511, results UNK, Mile Force and Co B, 1/12 were located overnight
vicinity YAS7155k.

6. 12-15 Nov 66: TF Prong (=) moved to LZ LANE 10O hrs, Enroute
five NVA were encountered, o-e was WIA and one was CIA (was a WIA) and
medovaced. TF Prong (-) was helilifted to Plei Djereng 13 Nov 66, Plei Me
Company (the replacement for Plei Djereng) was helilifted to L2 IANE to
conduct oporatins with 1st Bn, Uith Inf. Plei Me with recon platoon of /14
canducted saturation patrolling south and wost of 1LZ. No significant activity
was reported by them on 15 Nov 66. On 12 Nov 56, the Mike Force along with
Co B, 1/12, searched the area o the 1l Nov action with no significant
comtact. On 13 Nov, Mike Force and (o B, 1/12, moved to secure a fire support
base for 1/12 Inf vicinity YA602550. The batialion arrived appraximately
1800 hours, On 14 Nov, the Bt Mike Force Company replaced the 3rd Mike Force
Company,

£. 15-20 Nov 66: Buon Blech Company was helilifted from Camp Plel
Djereng staging area to vicinity YAG10500 on 16 Nov to conduct search and
destroy operations with tho 2/8. Operations were coaducted to the west with
no significant activity. On 17 Nov, vicinity YAG00595, Plei Me made contact
with an cstimated NVA company, but action was broken by enemy force. Flei Me
Company with the recon piatocn from 1/l and B and C Compsnies, 1/l contimied
to conduct seareh and estroy oporalions south of LZ IANE, Plel Ms Compmny
and recon platoon made cantact at 1200 hrs, with an cstimatod two NVA
battalions in bunker poeitions viecinily YA605503. The: were pinned down by
hoavy small arms and autamatic weaponsfire for two hours until 0o B, 1/lL
linknd-up. Artillory snd air support was called in on the enomy buniars after
Plei Me Company and US eloments had withdrusn a safe distanoce, NVA units
wore able to get between friendly units and the 12 and caused numerous
casualties., Plel Mo suffored t:ro USST WIA, ono LLDB WIA, three CIDO WIA and
go CIDG XIA. Enemy lossos caovsed b, US, CILC and alr and artillory were

9 NVA KIA,

14

33
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ge 21226 Nov 66: Buon Blech was releascd from the operation 25
Nov 66, They had negative contact, Phu Tuc Company was helilifted into tho
AD 23 Nov and began operetions with 1/12, No alignificant enemy activity
repogted by Phu Tuc during this peariod. Milko Force was released from operation
on 2 Nov,

he 27 Nov = 02 Dec 66: A second Buon Blech Company was helilifted
into the operation on 28 Nov to work witk 1/22. Phu Tuc and Buon Blech

encountered no significant enemy activity during the entire period, Operation
Prong was terminated 021200 Dec.

i. Results of Cperation Prong:

(1) NVA KIA - 272 (2) Priendly WSSFEKA - 2
BVAWIA - 2 BKA- 1 '
WACIA -~ 3 USSF WIA - 12
WBVIA - 1
CIDG KIA - 24 §
CIDGWIA - T1
CIDOMIA - § 5
LIDBWIA - 1 ‘
(3) Equipment CIA 2-12,7 AL MB ,
1-Rocket launcher f
25-AK L7 *
3-RP 46 IMO
3-RFD MG
6-SKS (Aslt rifles)
38-Rucksacks
100-Chicom grenades
(b) Bquimment losses 1-M16 damnged
1.FRC/7h destrayed
1-M79 dectrayed

(5) Tetalss
(a) Friendly - KIA 27, WIA 83, NIA §
(d) Enexy - KZA 272, WL 2
3. DNTELLIDRIKE INC.OSURR iF PRONO:

8, The soreening action conducted by IT Prong in oonjwnotion with
the Lth Infantry Division's candust of Paul Revers IV was prediccted on
ligenoce which indioated cignificant ensmy activity in the ares west of
the Lth Division's TAOR, Agent reports in the area cowered bty TP Prarg

:
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/%
indicated the presence of a large infiltration route running from north to 6
south between the Lth Division's TAOR and the Cambodian border, Since the Lth
Division's TAOR did not exteond into this region, it was recsoned that cnemy
forces that sought to avoid conuuct wita the Lth Division ~ud retwurn to
Cambodia woull use these Infiltration routes in their flight.

b, The lMike Force contact on 11 Nov, vicinity ¥A572552, ic believed
to have been with clements of 88th NVA Regilieut. Task Force command group
pPlus Plei Djereng Company ord Duc Co Compeny made contact on 10 Nov vicinity
YA603515; this is believed to have been with clements of 33rd WV Regirent.
Plei Me Company on 19 Nov, vicinity YA605503, isbelicwved to have made contact
with elements of 33rd NVA Regimeurt.

L. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMEINDATIONS:

e In any engagement betwecn CIDG and NVA units of equal size, CIDG
usually camc off secord best due to the difference in smll arms amd also the
lock of responsive control down to squad level. 'hen CIDG units are operating
in areas of likely NVA contoct, o greatier number of automatic weapons and
nore USSF advisors should be utilized.

b. There are certain advantoges to CLUG operating in conjunction
with the better trained. equipped and controlled US trceops, and vice versea.
The CIDG soldier is indigenous to the land., Ho scldom uses & compass but he
always nanages to get to his destination and return. This is to a cortnin
extent, bascd on his lnowledge of the iimedicte area, but also his natural
ability (gained from ycars of practice in moving through generally familior
country) is an expericnce wiich only caics with time. He is in many in stanco
more familianr with hame mad - lcecal type booby traps, therofore he ic in a
bottor position to detcet doncer arcas. Basod oa this wo feol the CUG wnit
is in a better position to Find and Fix the oncemy, while the botter controllcd
S unit maneuverc in for the Finish. CI G scldam hawve trouble fiuding the
encmy, however, once a large contact is aude, aquisk response by the US unit
is imperative., If CIDG arc to cor**-wmo working effcctively with US units, a
mxch quickor response by t + recoction .-—=ece will be neoded.

ce The use of the }i~"9 grenndc launchor In yinderbrush and thick
vogetatian is not satisfactory since it will dotons'c on rony sm:ill brenches
and tarigas. Tho use of tha rifls grenaue should be consiuered as a substitute
in sinmiliar terrain situaticns, or an ~dditioml safcty factor should be
built into M-79 ammunitio:

FOR THE COL4NDER:

/s/Herry © “larnberg

/4t E WARNBERG
Majei, Infantry
adjuetant
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Copy, of Copies
R,4th Thfantay Division
DRAGON MT RVN {ARS#R355)
AILAM Nov 66
) <. )

FRAGO 20-66

Reference OPORD 12«66, Lth Inf uiv

1, (C) MISSION. Lth Inf Div with 2 bdes contimues attack north -n zone
corducting S&D operations,

2, (C) EXECUTION,
a. Concept of Operations:

(1) Maneuver. Div continuesattack north in zoe from present
positions with 2/4 Bde on left and 3/25 Bde on right. Battalions advancs
8o as to be mutually supporting,

(a) Phasing is as follows:

1. 2 Nov ~ 1/22 Inf Bn moves across SE SAN River and
on line,

'g'o BNW"

8. 2/h Bde axtend west flank to block treil east
of NAM SATHAY River (Approx 1000 moters).

b. 2/h and 3/25 Bdes limit of advance north 1000
« 1500 metors.,

3. b Nov - 2/L Bde extend west flank to NAM SATHAY
River, approx 1000 meters,

Lo S Nov - ALl wnite advance north with west fiank
refused,

{(d) Limit of advance to be determined, based on enemy
situation, terrain and status of support.

(c) Daily advance will terminate NIT 2 howrs prior to
darimess o permit establishment of perimeter defenses, 12 preperation,
LPs, registration of Arty fires and dispatch of petrols.

(2) Fires: Preplanned and immediate support by artillery, gine
ship, SAC and TAC Air. Priority of fires to assembly arcas, escape routes,
and axes of maneuver. Artillery and Tac Air fire plarming to compliment
Arc¢ Light and Quick Run Strikes,

Annex #1 to Inclosure #10 to Operational Report for Quarterly Perdod Ending
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b, 2/4 Bde: Attack north in zu.c, orienting on enemy forces, with
left flank on NAM S/THAY River.

c. 3/25 Bds: Attack north in zone, orienting on enemy forces, with
right flank on YA KRONG B&AL (SE SiN) River and Ti TRI Strean, s

de Div Arty:
(1) 2/9 Arty: Atch 3/25 Bde.
(2) L2 Arty: Atch 2/ Bde.
(3) B/5/ib Ariy: 0CA W2 .y,
L) D/5/16 Arty: OCA L/L2 Arty.
(5) A/1/30 Arty: OCL 2/9 Arty.
(6) Plat/2/6/1L Arty (8 in): GSR 2/9 Arty.
(7) A/6/14 (<): 3 SIT GS.
1 SIT atch 2/9 Arty.

1 SIT Atch L/42 Arty,
237 FA Dev OCA 2/9 irty.

St 16 o,

[T T —

e, Lth Engr Bn (~): Recon and cnstruct road fram He 509 to
SE SAN River amd bridge river.

f. Reserve 1/1} Inf, 1/10 Cav (-).
g+ Coordinating Instructions:

(1) This FRAGO effective for planning and exscution on order.
¢) D-Day tentatively 3 Nov 66,

(3) Units will not cross NAM SATH.Y except of Division wrder,
) Troop Sa ety: 3000 meters Jar Arc Lights and Quick Runs.

(5) Report crossing of all phasc liues,

Acknowle dge.
COLLINS
M
OFFICIAL: |
/8/Duquemin }
/t/DUQUEMIN \
a3 i
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Canfydenlial

of Coples.
o WAF Tatantey Divisicn
DRAGON MI FVH (ARS2365)
0812001 Nov 66
JK
FRAGO 27~56

Referenca: a. Msg Cate 727, Subject: Warn.igg aimibile Opns Request (DAN
TH ANZ 104) ITC 030300Z Nov 66.

b. Msg Citc ##1235-66-8, subject: Combined Opns in PAUL REVZRE
IV A0, DTG 0703302 Nov 66,

Task Organization:
24 Bde, 4th Inf Div
3d Bde, 25th Inf: Div
TF PRONG
3d EKE Force Co
CIDG Co, DUC €D
- CIDG Co, PLEI DJEREN?
TF NCRTH
11034 Sceut C>
LOCth Scous Co
CIDG Co, FOLII KIeNG
CIOG Co, PUET MRONG

1, (C) SITUATION.
a, Enemy Forces? Current IiISUKS,
b. Friendly Forces:

(1) TF. PROC =~ commenced opns 080900H Nov 66, conducted heliborne
agsault vic YAG053, moved to assigned AO to screen W and SW flauik Lth Inf Div,

(2) TF NORTH - commenzed 09 Nov 66, conducts heliborne assault in AQ
on selected LZs.

(3) TF.777 will be extracted 9 Nov upon TF NORTH's arrival,

2. (C) MISSION., Lth Inf Div cont attack North in zone’ conduotipg SED opnse

CIDG forces are emplcred in coordination with Lth Inf Div in establish blocke

ing positions in Norta, conduct sereening and surveilla nce missiong clong the
border, ard patrol all treil and routes in assigned AO,

3. (C) EXECUTION,
a. Concept of (perations:

(1) Maneuver, Lt Inf Div contimes atiack North in zons conductirg
8D .opns in coordination with TF PROG ond TF NORTH.

(2) Tire Suprort. TR PRONG a~d TF NORTH supported by fac air, armed
aelicopters, and Nivision 05 Ariy within range. L2 preparation fired on request
TF Commander 10a21
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(FRAGO 27-66)

b. 24 Bde, Lth Inf Div: Cont present mission and be prepared to assist
TF PRONG with Arty fire.

c« 3d Bde, 25th Inf Div: Cont present missdon,

d. Div Arty:
(1) Provide LO party to TF PRONG and TF NORIY,
(2) Provide AO for TF PROUG and TF NORIH as recuired.
(3) Aasuer calls for fire from TF PNG and [F NCORIH.
e. Lth Avn Bn:
(1) Coordinate with 524 Avan En for support of helilifts 8 and 9 Nov,
(2) Be prepared to coordinate direct extraction of forces.
(3) TF PRONG total 395 personnel,
(4) TF HORTH total 450 personuel (estimate).
f. lhth ingr(-): Cont presemt mission.
g. Coordinating Instructions:
(1) Duration of operation tor TF PROIG and 'F NORIH 5 - 10 days.

(20 TF PROMG and TF NORTH suppoxi aad coordinate wilh 4th Inf Div dur-
ing PAUL R:Vérf€ IV on mutual objectivec.

(3) AO TF PROIG on north along river from YAS542600 to IS line YA6O,
on West, South along NS line YATO to siream YA600529, along stream to NJ grid
line YAS2 to NAM SATHAY. River, South along NAM SATHAY River to Cambodian Border
on West by Cambodian Border.

(L) AOC TF NORTH: NAJI SATHAY River East along EW ;vid line YAG7 to NS
grid line YA 95; South alon;, YA9S to ZRO:D River, west along :RONG River to
Y A905735;,Nerth to YABO W zrid line; West to JANM SATHAY Rives along IW grid
line YASQ.

(5) AO boundaries are FCL for Ti" PROMG and i'# NOitrH.

(6) Direct coordination authurized between U S and ARVN forces,

L, (C) ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS: See OPORD 12-66,
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FROM: IV Corps ALO APV 962%3 8 Dec lyoo
SUBJiCT: After Action Report

701 17 DASC /2
7AR (TACC-WFP)

1. HName of Operation and dates:

a. Operation Prong.
b. Inclusive date of operation 8 Nov 66

2, Reporting Officer: Lt Colonel Saroggia II Corps ALO,

3., Area of Operation.

a. Coumand Area of Southwest Xonton Proviace.

b, Specific area of operatfon from the Nam Sathay River west to the
Cambodian border, and bounded on the south by the Yi 49 line and on the
Yorth by the YA60 line,

i, Force in Operation:

a., Ground
(1) USAF 25
(2) cIne 535
(3) LLDB 2
b. Air

(1) ALO/FAC's assigned to Pleilu Sector and II DaSC,

(2) Tactical fighSers provided by II DMSC; see para reph 6 for
identification of flight.

5. Intelligence:

a. We have provided a contimious intensive WR of the area wost of the
So San as well as the Nam Sathay River to the Cambodian Border. This effort
was emphasiged beocause the flood swellem Se San had precluded operations
between the Se San and Nam Sathay. In addition as patrols had boen under
taken in the area between the Nem Sathay River and the Cambodian Border,

"
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The latter was a denied area even to the local tribesmen, and it afforded

the NVA units a sanctuary with ralural delense for refitting, resupply,

training etc. In lats Aygust we discovered and obtained approval to hit

a camonflaged area at coordinates YA 752 515. We continmued to search the area
wntil on 2l September the FACs discovered new camouflaged huts spread
approximately 50 yerds apert under a heavy canopy at YA 716 530 on the
intersection of two small rivers. Following a hard-to~discern trail which

was partially bcer urenvered by destruction of the above village we located

and destrored a second heavily camouflaged village ot YAT00 523, We

discovered a trail ruianing to the Nam Sathay River and lost the trail wh

it crossed at YA 650 520, Because of intermittent small arms and autamatic
weapons fire duri.g attacks to the above areas ws became ccnvinced that we

had uncovered an area in which the VC were moving in relative security. 't

this iime we began to coordinate intelljgnce from VR, agent reports, patrol
sightings etc on a daily basis with Capt Moors, the "A" Team Commonder of the
Flei Dejerang Special Forces Ca.p which was the nearest friendly element to

the suspected enamy forces. In early October we began to ssarch the border area
in an attempt to pin point trail origins. Ve discovered an abandoned vilege
with an all weather, narrow road running into if from the Cambodian Border at
YA 596 L437. Heavily used trails radiated out of this village to the North

east and Bast., Some of these troils linked up with the trail we had lost at :
the Nam Sathay River, Just to the North of the village we found a camouflaged '
group of huts which we obtained permission from the JGS to hit on 5 Oct 66. :
Lt Col Saroggia put two flights in, onc VNAF and oae 1lst AGS, which resulted in ;
18 structures destroyed and 5 secondayy explosions. Lt Syarto put in a follow- §
up strike which resuited in another secoudary and additional structures i
destrgyed., Based on this evidence plus contimued numerous VR sightings we
were sure that a significant NVA force was cperating in the ares,

b. The second weel in October Lt.Col Saroggia had landed at Flei Dejereng
Spacial Forces Camp e coordinate sightings with Capt Moore, Major Qemersal
Collins arrived during the diascussion, and Capt Moore and Lt Col Sarogiia
briefed him on the evidence accwmlatad inathe areas descrided sbove., This
discussion my have selidificd his intention to conduct extensive operctions
in the area, At that time a blocking force was recommended along the Southern
and Western Cambodian boundary. Based on a planning briefing wfth the Special
Foroces, II Corps Staff and tho Lth Divisions Staff on 8 November, the II Corpe
ALO agreed to provide OlH aircraft to cover Special Forces screcning and dlocking
of the Cambodian Border Sanctuary in operation "Prong".

6. Details of the Operatioms

A. On 9 November at apyracimatly 1LL5, Major llawkins was flying a VR
mission to the South of Sospy Cause's position and Lt Col Saroggia was
flying to the North. %hey both roceived a call for air support from Soapy
Cause, Yo was in heavy contact with a large NVA foroe. At ihe dirwction
of Lt Col Sarog ia, Major Mavidns olimbed to a higher altitude to ostablish
better commnication awd effect an irmediate air requeet,

# Soapy Cause: TF Comnand Group.
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Lt Col 8aroggia dropped doim to appraise the situation. Soapy Cause had
been forced to withdraw across a smoll river irto a tree line. The

was putting direct fire, from propared gositious s into the unprepared
positions of the friendlies, 75 meters away. ‘he friendlies had suffered
moderate casualties by this time. While waiting for the first set of
fighters to arrive, Lt Coli Saroggia and Major Hawkins began an intensive V2
of the area around the friendlies to check for cnemy reinforcements, and
possible ambuch sites, The first set of fighters, Fobe 02, 2 AIL's arrived
and were expended under thwe comtrol of Lt Col Saroigia. Hobo 02 was expended
directly on top of the enemy ;csitions, dropping CHU's, Jopalm and 20mm,
Upon completicn of the alrstrike all ground contact had been broken amd
Soapy Cause felt that further airstrikes would not bz needed, Hobo 07,
2 AIB's arrived over tie area and werce h.2d for cover vhile the friendlies
withdrew to a previocusly prepared LZ, Lt Col Saroggia covered a resupply
on the LZ and an ovacuation of all casualties. iiobo O7 was then diverted
to othor targets as there :.a8 no suitable targets available in the area,
Lt Col Scroggia and Majer Hawlins contimied their VR of the area until dark
and then proceeded to Pleilu and laided with minirmm fuel, The Executive
Officer of the Special TForc:s C-2 Detachment amd Lt Col Saro,.gia briefed
the last ACS on the deteriorating situation on the night of 9 Nov, Lt Col
Saroggia called TACC for an increased alert of AIR's,

b. On 10 Hovember at 17235 hours Capt Partridge departed Pleiku to fly
air cover in the Prong C. A. He arrived in the pgeneral vicinity at 1430 hours
and procacded to VR the avea, at approximately 1L4S he flew directly over
Soapy Cause's position and made radio centact with the ground forces., Soapy
Caude at this time stated thot he had mude contact with an cnemy force and
was receivin; moderate fire, He merked his position with smoke and stated
that his flonk was being hit and he nau taker some WIA, On initial contact
with the enemy Soapy Cause requested assistance from two army gunships
which wore orliting overhead. They mode suveral straffing passel.jpd-at.
the same timg friendly artillery was ecmployed 600 ncbeps S.i. Capt Partiidgd
mado a pass over tho mavKing sweis tc positively identify the friendly poei-
tion and picked up modcrate autcuatid wizpons fire, A4 this time the friendlies
began to consolidaie their position and move North and East of a trail
which ran N.W. to S.8. Qo rr Cruses released a smoke to wmark his now posi-
tion and came under hsavy attack. Siuce the enemy was hugging Soapy Cause
on throe sidecs, the gunships and artillery had litile effect in surpressing
tho enomy fire, Soapy Caute Could not withdraw further as tha fourth side
was an open area in which he suspected an ambush %! been set up. Soapy “ause
requestad inmeciat~ air support and s:ated thot the enemy had a much larger
force and the friendlias were in grava danger of boing overrun, OCapt
Partridge roquestsd fighters at 1450 and thay wure in the area at 1500.

The first flight was Caater, 3 VNAF AX3's loaded with 5-500# C.P. and

16, 220 Frag's Sogpy Cause marked his position with smote and Capt Partridge
began axpending Caster flight. He maried a target 30 meters south of the
friondlies, Castur's first borhs were on target and all bombs thereafter
fantastically accurate. Capt Partridge pul in several more marks, some as
close as 30 wetors, as suaied later by the yro:nd Commander,. During this
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tine he sect up a pattern so a8 to fly ovur the friendlies and ine target area i:

a left hand pattern, It was while over the friendly position that he received

most of !ds gro nd fire, As Caster flighi expended the ordancnce, the ground

firs gradually decreased. After a MDA and a FAC body count of 5 KBA, he

released Caster flight and immediately started cxpanding Hobo 01, 2 AX8's

at 1535, This flight has 6, 500/ ‘lapalm and L, 250/ Mapalm plus 10 UHG-1L.6
He first put in two smokes placed porallel to the trail funning Ni! to SE

and about” 50 meters Sl of the friendly position. H? dj.rectednghe expenditurc
of CHU~ll as close to the friendlies as possible. “he first pass was a

little inside of the mark which mads it more eiiective but to close to vhe

friendlies, The next pass was right on target and all subsequent »nasses

were gradually moved South and West td . cover the area, £fnemy oontrci started
to break at this point wit“ diminishing firc being directed at both the

ground forces and the FAC, The strike was contimued until all orinance was
axp:nded at 1605, Lt Col Saroggla departed Pleiku at 1400 and proccaded te
the "Prong" A.0. He made comtact with Capt Pirtridge who biiefed him on the
ground situation., Capt Pariridge was low on fuel and had to return to Pleiku,

Lt Col Saroggia then assumed control of the remainder of the strike. Major
Hawltins arrived in the arza at this time and began an intensive VR of the

area and acted as a radio relay and covered the LZ that was being prepared

for the reinforcemcnt, guring the naxt hour and a half Lt Col Saro;Tia
axpcnded 5 sets of fighters, Jackpot, Hobo 03, and Hobo 05, Beciuse of the
requirencnt for continuous ordnance support to preclude the cie.v from
overrunning the friendliass and heavy sio'ic and dust ADA was impossible,
Bonbin , was accomplisiied from cbout sixvy meters of thc friendlius out to

about 50 meters onthe west and souih sides and out to 200 .uetcrs on the

east, .irtillery w's uscd in conjunction with the airstrikes., hile the
airsiril'e were still in prosress, the reinforcerments busgan landing on the

LZ. Major Hwikins covered the LZ and obscrvad what the reinforcenment were

not moving off the LZ. Iiv made suveral attampts te co.taet them by radio

but was unsuccssful. He mada thrse low nasscs ovor the LT triias to sigmal
aen to come up on frequency and to move out to the sout) but was unsuccsss-
ful, Ho finally wrote a message on a large piecc of mp informing thea of

the proper frequency and the fact that the friendly forcc to the south was

in urgent nced of assistonce, rlajor Ha:.kins made un extremcly low pass

over the LZ and dropped the message. The reinforcoments iumadiately cams

up on frequancy and b:gan moving to the south, At this iime the airstrikes
had boen completad and ground contac: had beon broken, Lt Col Saroggra wes :.
low on fuel and returned to Pleilu while iirjor Hawkins remaincd in the area j
to provide air covor until well after dark, iajor Howkins returned to
Pleiku at 2000,

6. On the 11th of Novamber Lt Syarto departud Plaik: at 0630 to-provide _
aircovar for the Prong 4,0, Lt “yarto mads contact with Lone Slump Alpha i
and Bravo, locatod 6 kilomotors Vortiwest of cho previove dirs coatact :
Lone “lu.p's position was locotad on the Sast and West side of a suall
dry lake and one kilomotar Zasto of tho Cambodian vorder, at appraxi:ately
0700, Yone Slump Dravo, on tha Wast side of tho like bod, mada cuiitoct with
a large force of HVA and an i modiate air smpoort was initiatod, At the
semo time 2 roquest for anoth.r FAC was .ade siuce it apyeared there would
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be two separate contacts as Lone Slump Alpha was beginning to draw sniper
fire, Immediately ther.after thesfriendly forces began to roceive

axtremely beavy A.9W. fire. Lone “lump Sravo was unable to hold his position
and had to withdraw dast across tho lake bad to Loue lump alpha's position, e
The frieadlies cam2 uader heavy mortar atiack and weré beginning to run low on
ammo. At 0730 Hobo 03, 2 AlE's arrved and were iurediately expended on
both sides of the frieidlies using Mapalm, CHU and 20mm. .quring this

strike all ~ireraft were receivin: moderate ground fire. One of the All's
reccived one hit in the win;. At 0800 Baxer 01, 2 FiO's arrived and yere
axpended in the same general arca using 5007 G.F., Napalm and 20mm, hile
the airstri'tes were iu progress the enumy ground fire would diminish, but

as soon as_the atrikes were lifted the jround fire would resume, At this
time Lone s’lwnp stated that he would need an iumediate resyodly of ammo

and reinforcements as he had suffered 50,; casualtres, Lt Syarte relayed

this information to Cider 25 and Scrapgy 56, who bogan to @ocordinate a
resupply and reinforcements., Boxer Ol finished expending by malking 20mm
straffing passea along both sides of Lons Slump's position, Upon completion
of Boxer Ol strile ground contact was broken. At 0830 B 3 arrived and
was h.ld high for possible aircover for the resupply. Lt rarto then cleared
Scrappy 56 and Army L-19 to register his artillery for use betwuen airstrikes
if necessary. .gain Lone Sluma's position canc under hcavy atinck from the
North and South, artillary was terminated and Bexer 03 was axpeuded against
these positions and the coatact was broken., Baxer 03 was then held high

for aircover for the resupply which was due in z2nd in radio contact, At

this time thrse flights of AlE's, Sira, Hobo 03 and Thunder flights checked
in and wore held in orbit over Plei vejere..,. Just prior to the helicopter
arriving over the LT, Bamer0O3 was expended on straifing runs in the area,

The helicopter landed on the L2 and iumediately received heavy A.W, fire.

The two gunners were hit ind one USASF officer aboard the helicopter was killed,
Tha helicopter had to make an Lumediate ueparture without unloading

the amao, Capt Twark arrived in the area at 0910 and after be.ng briefed

by Lt Syarto, took control of the airs.rikes. Lt gyarto then

returndd to Plelku. At 0230 Lons “luin's position came under heavy attack
from the East and Capt Twark imusediately nded Sipa flight on the enemy !
positions and surpressed the attsck, .t 0945 Lon2 Slw.p came under

hecvy autack fram the West and Southwast and Thunder flijht wus expeided

on this area and surprossed the attack. At 1000 the frisadlies ocame under
dttagk from the Nerth and liobo 03 was expo.inded in this area. . Again the
attack was surpressed, All during the attack Lonc Slus) 'eapt stating that

he was in desperate naud of amo, medical aunplics end reinforcamants,

This was passed on to Cider 25 who was coordinating the resupply. lobo 05
was thcn hold high to cover the resupply, at appraxiaataly 1030 two heli-
coptors arvived and while over thc LZ thuy raceivud heavy AN, fire., they
vore foroed to airdrop the supplies they loaded in the middlu of the lake
bed, to far out »f safe reach for *he friendlies to retrigve. Hobo O1

ladd ordnnnce in tho trae line to the lest whore the ground fire was comirg
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from, Lonc Slump requested ordnance to the East and Northeast. Artillery

was called in on the arca while Hobo 03 was expended to the West, trigperiag
two secomdary explosions. At 1110 Blade 01 arrived over the arco and was
held high until 1115, at this time Capt wark shut off the artillry and put
lade 01 flight in to the Youth and west and thea straffed the arcc vo the
Zast, Blade OL was expended by 1130 and had triggered oane scoondary wxplosion

AS 1140 Capt Griffin arrived in the arca cnd was briefed on the situation by
Capt Twark. Capt Griflin assumc. cuntrol of cho TAC Air and Capt Ywark returncd
to Pleiku, Blade 03 arriced over che area at 1l and was ilumediatcly
axpeaded to the West of the friuvadlies. Duri .g the strikc Lone “luap

wag receiving fire alturnatcly fram dificrent directions aud Blade 03 ws put
in on these positions, At 1150 iajor iiawkins arrived in the arey, noted

ne radio relay and began to coordiaatc anocher resupply as Loio élump

still had not received the supplics th.t were crucial . While Zapt Griffin
was exponding one flight Major iiawkius was briefin;; the axt flight on the
ground situation, As Capt Griffin camplet.d exp nding one fli, ht the

next wis in position to be axpended., Illobo 05 was put ia at 1230 to the

Zast of Lonu Slump!'s locotion 4nd vas cffective sincdlone Slu. p ru-.ived

no more fire from this area. lobo 07 arcived at 1255 folloucd by blade

07 at 1315, [he resupnly heliconters arrived in the arec at 1300 -ad <. held
4 !Hlometers to the iast while the L% was “proped" by Blade 07. After

this strike Lone Slump stated that the LZ was secured and hac becen securod

by adr power, Major Huwkins then clesredthe helicopters into the LY,

The first helicopter into the LZ rcccived light small arm fire from

the South durling the approach. Capt Grifiin =2xm.nded a portion of Lobo 07
in ordnance on ihis arca and suipressed vhe firs, All thruc helicoptoews
were able to gut into the LZ, discharge thoir cargo and evacuate all the

wounded, At 1320 reinforcencnts from the Lth Yivision beg:in landing in a

LZ 3 'dlomete rs to the Northeast of Lons Slump's position. At approximately
1330 the helicoptors covering the LZ began recciving 12.7 WM fire from the
area to the lies¥. “‘hree helicopters were shot down in a period of 20 miautcs,
At 14,0 Capt Griffin returncd to Pleiku and Major Lawkins continued to VR
the area, Twice he received moderate small arm fire and poiatud out the

area to a Clder FAC who expended a flight of F-100's on both positions and
surpressed the fire. Major Hawldas returned to Pleiku at 1430and vas
followo: by Lt Syarto and Major Goodvin., They VD the areas til 1800, ‘The
Lth Yivision assumcd operational control of the A.0. and all further air-
strike were put undor their con.r:1, Lt Col Sora;gla departcd Pleilu at
1700 with Capt Xienhart, Lth Division Liaison Offic: r, on board. They
procooded into the area to try and locate the 12.7:itf positions. Ty
comtinually raneuvering in the suspectud area vy waere able to draw fire.
Major Hawkins who had arrived in thse area shortly behind It Col Serog:ia
relayed a request for an i.mediate surika for him. 3lado 05 arrived in

the arva at 1900 and was briofed bty Lt Col Scuroigia. acausc of the dark-
ness Lt Col Serog.ia htd to use lnnding lights to _ive the fighturs his
position, TMth lowcring clouds, tha last attack was wnde by mriday tho
target with a landing light :nd firing a rockel down tho light ling with

the fighters following the FAC in, Majur Hawki s had requestad an AC-L7

and contact in the are: to uxpund the AC-47 on a suspuctad o-amy loc tion,
The AC47 arrived at 1.20 and astur be ng dbricfud by Maojor Hawkios wos
expended on the targat area. Iha AC-47 tri gered ome sccoadary axplosi on,
Major Hawidna departed ihe area at 2000 ind returncd to Flaiku,
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7. Results of Operatioas

a. Enemy Losses: b, Friendly (1) USSF Kia -~ 2
(1) Na~xrA 272 (2) USKIA -1
(2) Wa=1ln 2 (3) USs¥ WEA = 12
(3) NVA-CIA 3 (L) US WEA -1
(5) ¢ Yi. -2k
(6) CIdG WIi -T1
(7) CLIMA -5
(3) LLOB WIA -1
ce Ltquipment CLi (1) 2-12.7 MM As Woapons
(2) leRockct Launcher
(3) 3-aP-L6 (LG)
(L) 3-RPD (LNG)
(5) 6=-SKS (Aslt Rifle)
o) 25~ AR-UT
(7) 100-Chicom Qrenndes

d. Bquipment Losses (1) 1-M=16
() 1l-PRC-TL
(3) 1-N-79
(L) 2-PRC=25

3. Admiaistrative ihitters: Th: cuccess of Opueration Prong is credited
by tha USASF advisers tc -ne profossioial perforiance by USAT 2nd VMAF
fightor pilots mid USAF Forwa . 1 : Controlloers ia providiag, imaedicte
and continuous air supoort,

Yo Speeclal Iquipment wid Technig: - iao contimaous us~ of TAC .air ama
artillery broke up onerg .tiacks. T..ss unan a minute wis requirud to
replace air with griillery and vis. - raa,

10+~
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AVe - WIKIXKIT
c———

a. All elements of the tactical air system which participated in this
operation did an outstandin; Job., The questioming availability of TAC air
saved the day more than once for the thre- greatly outmumbored CIOG companies,
On 11 November a company of the Mike Force cculd have been annihilated Esd
not TAC air been available on a continuous basis, Air Force actually secured
and held on LZ until resupply of crucial ammnition could bo effactad.

b. The pllots of all the fighter allrcraft awl the Forward Air Coatrollers
rate high praise for the ef@asctiveness of theolr striles against the enemy., I
requestad that the succass of the operation described in this report be made
known to all those air crews who participated, and thay each be piven thanks
for a job well dong.

ORMILLE O, SOROGGIN IIX. LT Colonel, USAF
II Corns ALO

10-44-8
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PLE XU, ..R755502
051,00 Nov 1966

OPORD 666 (V)
AEFERENCES: MAP, VIETNAM, 1:50,000, 6436, PU TRONG, 6432II PU HAY
TASK ORGANIZATION

TF Control

3rd Mike Force Co

___ CIDG Co, Duc Co

___ CIDG Co, Plei Djcreng

1. {(C) SI'UATIN:

a. I“nemy Forces: Currcemt INTSUM,
b, Friondiy Forces:
(1) Lth InT Div conducts search cnd destroy om to E and NE of
TF PRONG.

(2) 1st Air Commendo Wing support with TAC Adx,
¢. Attochmerts and detachmen’ s: Cae INO Team from Lith Inf Div Arty.

2, (C) ~ISSION: 08C900 Nov TF PRONZ conducts heliborne assault vie YA6053 t»
prevens infiltration/exfi tration of NVA Forces in operational area of
Iith Iaf Div (Pawl Revere IV) and destroys cnemy in zone.

3. (C) EXBCUIIC™:

a, Conx pt of Operations TF PRONG conducts heliborne assault into
DZ Lore vie 610527, moves to assigned £0 to screen W and SW flank
Y¢h Ind Div, conducts saturation patrolling, destroys force in
sector. Third MF Cc initial 1lift, moves directly to AO SPIKE.
Co {PDJ) 2nd 1ift and Co (DC) 3rd 1.ft with Commend Group, lands
L2 Lore, ¢n order moves tc vic 578529, on orxder deploys to LO!'s
JAB and SLUG rcspectivel ;.

b. 3rd Mike Force Co

c, CIDG Co (Duc Co) onc platoon detached vic 578529 as a reaction
Torce, attached to TF Contro'.
d. CIDG Co (Plei Djereng) Frimary direction of effort, along

Tambodian borde: toward the SE and E,
e. Coordination instructions: Amex A-Air Movement Schedule.

L. (U) ADMINISTRATION AND TOGISTICS:
a, Administration: None.
Y. logistics:
(1) Each individual carries 5 days rations.
(2) Local arca water to be used; purification tablets.
(3) Basic load of aumo per weapon,
(L) Med~evac on call.

Amex ! to Inclosvre #10, to Operaticnal Report for Quarterly Period Ending
31 January 1957




5, (C) COMMAND AND SIGNAL:

Qe s H i
il) Current SOI Item 1-5 in cffect. w
(2) Liaison SSB station at Lth Inf Div Hq.
b, Command: 4
(1) Units report locations to TF Conmtrols
(2) Command Group initially with 3rd Mike Foroe Co. i
ACKNOWIEDGE
PARMIY
Lt Col '

ANMEX: A-Air Movemert Schedule Gn'.ml)

DISTRIBUTION: S i

OFFICIAL: :
/8/Buttermore .
/t/BUTTERMORE/S3
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20,

MIXE FORCE

DUc €O

PIEI DJERENG

1Z I0RE (TF PRONG CLOSED IN 081115 Nov)

CONTACT BY MF 081310 Nov, 1 NVA KIA

CONTACT BY MF 081400 Nov, 2 NVA KIA, 1 NVA WIA

CONTACT BY PDJ 081400 Nov, 2 NVA KIA, 1 NVA WIA

CONTACT BY PDJ 090815 Nov, Est Position on N bank

CONTACT BY PDJ 091010 Nov, Est Position on S bank

CONTACT BY FDJ 091235 Nov, Re-est position on N bank, L NVA KIA,
L cIDG KIA, 5 CIDG WIA & 2 USSF WIA

MF EXFILTRATE WEAPONS AT THIS L2

MF CONTACTED L §VA KILLING ALL L4

2ND OVERNIGHT SCTY POSITION OF TF PRONG (=) 092000

1ST OVERNIGHT SCTY POSITION OF TF PRONG (-) 052000

TF PRONG (-) HVY CONTACT 101410 NOV W/NVA BN, HVY

FIRE CEASED 1800 HRS, 12 NVA KIA, 1 USSF KIA, L CIDG KIA,

1 USSF WIA, 17 CIVG WIA

CONTACT BY MF 101430 NOV, L, NVA KIA, 2 WIA

MF EST 2 POSITIONS NEAR DRY LAKE, 101630 NOV

MF (HVY CONTACT) HIT BY RST BN FROM ALL SIDES 110600 NOV,
ELEMENT TO NE OF LAKE FORCES TO JOI OTHER ELEMENT, FIRED
DIED DOWN 1200 HRS. 58 NVA KTA, 13 CIDG KIA, 1 USSG KIA,

1 US KIA, 4O CIDG WIA

PIEI ME (HVY CONTACT) 171200 NOV, WITH TWO NVA BN'S, REINFORCED
BY CG B, 1/l ~ NVA IOSSES BY CIDG, AIR & ARTY & US TROOFS,
189 NVA KIA, 1 CIDG KIA, 3 CIDG WI., 1 USSF WIA, 1 LLDB WIA

jo!
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DETACHMENT A-=302
5TH SFECIAL FORCES GROUP (AIRBORNE), 1ST SFECIAL FORCES
APO US PForces 96227

”
]S 19 November 1966
SUBJECT: After Action Report Mike Force/"Attlsboro" 1-7 Nov 66

1, Reference: 5th Special Forces Regulation 351-1,
2, General:
&, Third Corps Mike Force had moved to Loc Ninh on 30 October 1966
in support of moving to new camp site, and was on an operation in Loc Ninh
area,

b. Third Corps Mike Force was alerted 2 November 1966 to move from
Loc Ninh to Suoi Da, The move was completed at 1,30 2 November 1966,

3. Task Organization:
8. 530 Chinese in three (3) companies,
b. Seven USSF EM,
c. One USSF Officer.
L. Mission: Combat Reconnaissance.
5 Sequence of Events:
1 Nov 2210 - China Boy alerted f~ movement from Loc Ninh to Suei Da.
2 Nov 0800 -~ 1lst Mike Force comp ._  extracted from LZ,
0900 - Company closed Loc¢ Ninh,
1045 2nd Company extraction began,
1215 - Completed extraction 2nd Company.
1030 ~ C~123 aircraft began arriving Loc Ninh.
Direct support helicopter company moved fram Loc Ninh to Tay Ninh
East to 1ift MF from Tay Ninh Fast; to lift MF from Tay Ninh West
to Suoi Da.
1352 ~ Tay Ninh,

1530 - Movement of MF from Day Ninh to Suoi Da completed.
11-1 (0¥
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2 Nov 1630 - China Boy Company 3 deployed.
3 Nov 0830 - China Boy Company 1 deployed,

1220 - China Boy Company 3 engaged est VC Co vic XT486687, VC
broke contact 1245, fled north, SSG Monaghan wounded
right amm and fingers (GSW).

1815 ~ China Boy Company 1 made contact vic XTL58587 with est
VC platoon, VC broke contact 1830, SSG Garza WIA
(GSW buttocks).

4 Nov 0730 - China Boy Company 1 hit mined area vic XT561588, One MF
KIA, two MF WIA, Medevac chopper downed by SF fire vic
XT485622, while enroute to China Boy Company l!'s location.
Cne US KIA (Crew Member), chopper was recovered,

45 - China Boy Company 3 made contact vic XTA16A70 with est
VC Bn or Regt. China Boy Campany 3 withdrew south and
called in airstrike. On initial contact chain saws,
generators, and trucks could be heard. VC counter-
fired with 8lmm and 60mm mortar, AW and SA fire, then
tried to close with China Boy Company 3 elements.,

1800 ~ Received resupply of ammunition and food vic XT435668.

2200 = Chinma Boy Company 3 indicated that he was receiving
heavy casualties and VC were encircling him, SFC Finn
MIA,
2300 ~ China Boy Company 3 indicated light contact.
5 Nov 0230 ~ China Boy Company 3 indicates contact with VC has ceased.

0730 - China Boy Company 3 receiving heavy volume of fire,
Requested reinforcements,

0745 - Radio contact with China Boy Company 3 broken,

0800 - China Boy Companies 1 and 2 proceeding to China Boy
Conpany 3!'s location,

0845 - China Boy Company < hit VC bunkers. Negative contact.
0940 ~ 28 MF personnel picked up by CIDG CO from Suoi Da.

0935 -~ China Boy Campany 3 having casualties evacuated vic
XT388634.

1200 - Three USSF MIA (Heaps, Hunt, Finn).

55 MF from China Boy Company 3 made linkup with China
Boy Companies 1 and 2. Of those 15 to 25 WIA.

11-2 1) 3
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5 Nov 1330 =~ One MF drowmcec vhile crossing river with China Boy
Company 1.

6 Nov 1040 - Est VC platoon with mortars attacked Suoi Da airfield,
L CIDG KIA, 2 WIA.

1700 -~ 9 MF persomacl ¢lased in to Suoi Da,
7 Nov 1430 - MF begins move to Loc Ninh,
1600 ~ MF completes move to Loc Ninh,
1645 ~ One US body found. Indications are that it is SFC Fimn.
1830 —~ MF bodizs returned to Bien Hoa by CV-2 aircraft,

6. (C) On 39 October, all 3 companies of the Mike Force deployed to
Loc Ninh, A-331, Binh Long Province, to conduct operations in response to
intelligence reports that the camp was a possible tar :t for a major VC
attack prior to 11 November 1966, However, hard intelligence reports
received on 1 November indicated that a VC regiment had moved into the
orerational area of Camp Suol Da, A-~322, Tay Ninh Province. A decision was
made to move the Mike Force into that area, and this was accomplished on
2 Novcmber. On 031220 November, the 3rd Mike Fc -ce Company made contact
with an estimated VC company. The VC immediately broke contact and an air-
strike was called in on their route of withdrawal., At 031845, contact was
again established with an estimated VC platoon which resulted in 10 VC KIA
and two USASF WIA, At 040730, the 1lst Mike Force Ccmpany hit a mined area
and suffered one KIA and two WIA, A Med Evac chopper in the same general viciniily
was shot down by small arms fire and resulted in one US KIA. At OL1445, the
3rd Mike Force Ccmpsny made contact with an estimated battalion or regiment-
al sized VC force. This contact resulted in 15 VC KIA and two lMike Force
WIA, The Mike Force Company was still in contact at O41540 and attempted to
withdraw to the south. At 042000 the Mike Force Commander reported that he
was surrounded and had suffered 35 casualties (KIA), The remaining two CIDG
companies departed Camp Svoi Da to reinforce the operatian. At 042305 the 3rd
Mike Force Company Commander reported that he was' still in contact. Enemy
casvalties reported at this time wera 50 VC KIA., Contact with the VC was
broken at 050330. At 050900 the 3rd Mike Force Company again reported that
they were receiving a heavy volume of fire, They were instructed to secure
an 1Z so that an attempt could be made to extract them from the area, This
was_accanplished at 051200. All Mike Force elements were extracted at 051830, i

B
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Interview with SFC Heaps, 7 Nov 66

At 021630 Nov China Boy 3 landed at LZ vieinity XT491644, and began
moving north (see attached overlay). At 031220 Nov viec XT473683 China Boy
3 discovered tunnel complex and fortifications, While destroying complex,
VC fired on China Boy 3 wounding SSG Monaghan, China Boy 3 withdrew east
to LZ, vic XT487686, Med Evac arrived, casualties were loaded, but be-
cause chopper was overloaded it could not take off, SSG Hunt, who came
in with the Med Evac elected to ramin with China Boy 3 so that casualties
could be evacuated, Again China Boy 3 moved west to tunnel complex, but
could not take it because of intense fire, China Boy 3 broke contact and
moved to vicinity XTL465692 (see overlay). Here they heard several motors
that sounded like generators and trucks, plus several chain saws. Heavy
contact was made, China Boy 3 received heavy autamatic weapons fire and
mortar fire, Mortars sourded like 60mm. China Boy 3 broke contact and
moved to LZ vicinity XT435667 (see overlay). All during the time they
were moving to LZ they were receiving sporadic small arms fire, Also
when they crossed road vic XT453667, they received mortar fire,

At 12 vic XT435667 China Boy 3 received resupply of food and ammunition,
From resupply LZ the unit moved to vicinity XT4A4L672, went into defensive
perimeter and began breaking down ammo, While they were breaking down ammo,
the VC attacked from the east in a "U" shaped formation. It was beginning
to get dark and the VC withdrew to approximately 100 meters east of China
Boy 3's position and maintained contact all night. After the initial attack,
SFC Heaps said he didn't see SFC Finn again, At approximately 0645-0700 the
following morning the VC made another assault on China Boy 3!'s position and
overran them, SFC Heaps and SSG Hunt were wounded during this assault, SFC
Heaps said he was knocked unconscious and when he came to SSG Hunt was giving
him first aid, Heaps and Hunt decided to get to the 1Z vic XT424,680. They
had two Mike Force with them, one was wounded, They couldn't move very fast
or very far without resting, and Heaps amd Hunt would pass out periodically.
Finally Hunt said he could go no further so Heaps left one Mike Force with
Hunt and continued to the LZ, After this Heaps didn't remember anything.
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Interview of SFC E7 Heaps on 7 Nov 66, 3rd Field Hospital, ’

REFERENCE: LOC NINH Map Sheet 6245 II ;
465691 to 473681, first contact

Area of Operations: Major contact overrun at 440669
Weather: Excellent, high clouds, temperature ‘

Terrain: Jungle, (thick) close to water supply, within 500 meters of
road on high ground,

Fortifications: Tunnel and bunker complexes for one, two or squad size
positions, All with overhead cover and pre-arranged fields of fire,
Positions were hardened against direct fire,

Weapons, uniforms and equipment: Automatic weapons were in abundance; of the
two weapons captured they were .K!'s, They had a lot of machine guns, sounded
like 30 cal, heavy, Uniforms were mixed, personnel KIi had on black shoes,
A1l of the soldiers encountered had complete sets of web gear,

o

Significant weapons: Grenade launcher which looked like ouxr "LAW", light in
weight, approximately 3 feet long, markings appeared to be Chinese, possible :
identification: Chinese antitank grenade launcher type 56, P,155 DA pamphlet :
381-10, Indirect fire was provided by 60mm mortars, identification by rounds.

Tactics: Fire discipline was excellent, Upon making contact, VC fired in mass;
upon breaking contact VC ceased fire without sporadic firing, The VC maintained
contact while the unit was trying to break contact., They mortared and sniped
at them in the retreat. After fixing the new location of the 3rd Campany they
(VC) attacked using squad fire and neneuver up to gremade range and then re-
verted to individual action, By this time, it was almost dark, so the VT
withdrew approximately 100 meters and mainteined contact all night. At 0645-
0700 the next morning they assaulted using the same tactics with a heavy volume
of fire suppressing the 3rd Company's position,

Movement was forward by flanks and frontal assault forces,
Other: The VC troopers were young and aggressive.

At grid 465691 - Generators and chain saws were heard,




US Mike Force and VC cawualties from 2 - 11 Nov, Opn "“.TTLEBORQ"

1st Div
196th,25th

USASF

¥ike Force

TOTAL:

FRIENDLY MF UNIT VC /80
K W M K W X K VC POSS vCC
22 72 1st 721 5
L6 300 5 25th 181
1 3 1 173rd A
25 17 7 MF 85 L8
94, 392 13 99. L8 5

Following units identified.

271, 272, 273, 320 MFPMB, 70 Regt, 10th NVi Inf.

All by contact and/or dccunents,

273 Regt and 272 Regt contact XT4254 by 2/1st Inf,

272 Regt contact on 4 Nov at Suoi Cau XTL530 one of our agents says the

320 are also involved.

This is reasonable since this whole area is in their AC,

10ist Regt by captive XT431559 on 8 Nov,

70 Regt possibly contact by 1/16 Inf on 9 Nov,

271 by 1 PW on 3 Nov, this unit identified by ASPAR in the southern
part of the contact area SW of Dau Tieng,

411 of the documents and PW intell reports are still at lower lcvel
ilcadquarters and have not reached FFII yet for closer examination,

US units comitted to Operation,

US 173d Abn Bde - 2 Bns

ARVN Ranger Bns (Attached) - 2
US 1st Div - 8 Bns

US 25th Div -~ 4 Bns

166th Bde - 1 Bn

/s/ Thamas Myerchin

/t/ THOMAS MYERCHIN
CPT, INFANTRY
COMM:.NDING
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DETACHMENT A-341
5TH SFECIAL FORCES GROUY (AIRBORNE), 1ST StECIAL FORCES
AtO U.S. Forces 96227

15 January 1G67

SUBJECT: Combat Operation After fction Report, Bu Dop, 14 Jan £7

1, SIZE iAND COMPOSITION: One CIDG company, two LLDB and two USSF

2, MISSION: Conduct search and destroy operation and recon trail vicini-:
YU1134 to YU1125,

3. TIME OF DEF/RTURE: 140400 J:w 47

TIME OF RETURN: 142245 Jon £7

L. CONDUCT OF PaTROL:

a, Patrol Route. Patrol moved by foot from Camp Bu Dop to YUO18335
along route 14A, Troceeded along trail east to Obj 1, vicinity of YUC65335.
Route of march was altered when enemy fire was signaling the patrol!s presence,
Patrol moved northeast to YU069338 where contact was made, Patrol moved to
YUO65336 to secure LZ for Med Evac. Patrol ther assauited northeast thru
contact area to YUO072337. Patrol then withdrew back to YU065336 to secure L.
for Opn 15/1. Opn 15/1 relieved patrol and it was extracted by helicopter to

base camp.

b. Terrain, Terrain consisted of rubber trees, thick uniergrowth,
bamboo thickets, and savannah grass,

c. Obstacles, None,
d. Mines and Booby traps. None,

e. Action upon encounter with the enemy., The concept of operation
for this patrol was to move by way of intermediate objective to recon trail
which the enemy had constructed from YUll3h t» YU1125, and to establish ambush o
in that vicinity. The route of march took the patrol through an area where cur
reconnaissance platoon had made contact on 8 Dec 1966. The campany was brief-
ed to search that area and report any new encrmy activity. As the operation gt
closer to that area, they received warming shots along the route of march. Th-
company irmediately broke their elements into three files and started to search
the area. At 141155 Nov the point squad received fire at YU069338 and sufferec
one KIA ard one WIA, .iimediately the company went into the assault., The
enemy was dug in at some locations and not in others, Firing broke out all
around the company and it seemed to SFC Williams and SSG Boorran, who were
advising the company, that the enemy was attempting to circle them. Radio

12-1
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contact was made with 8 FAC and airstrikes were r: iz ed¢  The company was
receiving heavy fire from the right flank and se -~ 7 ¢ . " soldiers were
WIA and two KIA. SFC Willdiams and SSG Bcorman -~ v.sec ne -ompany that they

should assault the right flank and preveit an encircl’e 1t The unit was

still in their initial assault, and a lull momentari - - L1« i them tc follow
this advice, as this maneuver momentarily confused *.1e -~ +, By this, the
unit had gained momentum and w2s assaulting the cne 1-1; positions, over-

running them, The enemy was disorganized and withd: wine n disarray, The
time was 141220 Nov and an airstrike was put into th- 1  where the enemy

was retreating, The troops continued the assault, and ‘2 were 25 NVA KIi's
confirmed as they overran the enemy position, By thi = the compeny had
suffered three KIA and 11 WIA. Under the cover of . 3 : s {he company witle
drew to the west to locate an LZ for Med Evac vhic' { . prviously re-

quested, While waiting for the Med Evac all equipmer c¢: t rec was assembled
and all documents collected, The company was still r . .: 7 2all amms fire
from the east and add tional airstrikes were put on * it 1t o, The LZ was
secured and Med Evac was completed by 141500 Nov, Ll1. Bt i.~ (O Det B-3L;
Col Berry, CO, ls* Bde, lst Inf Div: the Detachment (o .z 2 .-om A-341; and
ILLDB counterrarts landed to see what assistance war r :cded It vas decided

at that time to bring in one additional compan ¢ iss s+ operation. The
troops were nervous and in a near state of anic. at 4.7 7 tlov Cemtain
Garrett, with the supporting company, landid and irre 'iat. 7 started searching
the area. The company that made contact was extract. 1 at 1 30 Nov, and
returned to base camp. While searching the area Ciptidin i tt confirmed an
addit ional 16 NVA KIA and properly reported them. < - radi. s not function-
ing properly, and LTC Bernier, who was in the air at t e ti:  brought one into
the operation, While he was or the ground, he was s.c.n the dditional bodies
ard documemts captured confimmed an NVi regualar unit. ™art: se:rches
revealed that one NVA Captain, one 1lst Lt, three 2nd t, aan  >ur WO's were
killed in action. Twenty-five maps anc schematics we =~ > “sund which

ind.cated that plans were being made to attack Camp Bv i\ : a: Bo .uc Sub-
sector, ‘’“uaerous documents were captured and sent for .ur 1 LTC Bernier
shen he 1.ft the operatiomal area, & thorough search  : ¢ .'~a wns made
to assess the damage and to ascertain additionel enemy »: .- r wournded in
the area, At 141915 Nov the relief force withdrew to -~ . 1 closing at

that location at 142245 Nov,
5. ENEMY INFORMATION:
a. Location. YU069338

b. Strength, One Battalion (+).

Ce Caﬂpbsitim. N\'f‘ Ngul&t‘s mlly cquip?ed ne [ :‘TTC\‘:. I)OC\L"A-.‘X:’C
identified Q-12 c¢f the 7th Divisiyn,

d. Activity., It seemed as if the enay weil & 2 . riderced
by the unusually high number of officers werc killed in 'ne i af the
contact.

12-2
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e. Ryt

pmnt. The force was equipped with AK 50's, 7.65mn pistols,

roriars (type u <), anti-aireraft wpns (typc unk), rucksacks, gasmsks, and

astic cantgen |
133
f. Un
aad Lhicc black

“sr: 5. Klaki, helmets ride of bamboc with a plastic covering.

yanLals made fron track tires.

(. RESULT. OF FNCOUNTER WITH THE ENEMY:

a, Fr, ndly losses.

M\IBQGRS h-u\,l"
w e h I.n,’ rs

Three CIDG KT

l] (/qu \I—J-
None A
3ix U8 carbires, eal.’), one HT-1 radio destroyed in acticn,
losses.
> KIA USASF body c-runt
1w Xnovn
e TR
.ne . 50's, four 7.65mm pistols, gas mask, documenis, canteens

nersomnel, thres map cad decunent cases, 24 AK 50 magazines,

7. i TUIFICANT  CIIVITIES:

Ta 1OpLLaT

. annlysis, Forwarded to higher headquarters.

b Wiange in tacics, Unit was infiltrated iunto area to velieve

o2lements in eorto

¢. Hami

. Suspcoind infiit-ation route.

st.  tcid orad

anit was extracted by helicopter,
15 encounterad, None,

Vi©) 5345 to YU035225 then south

acress th: {ang Be :ler,

8. WAS MTSSIOH Al DT LISHER. Yes.

9. GUNCLUSLONIS AND RICOML.T (NS

a, Conclusions., " oper ~“on was successful becaus2 of fire suppori
given to the operation hy t!. F.C!'s. who immediately responded when the element

ride centact.

Were it not for theiir wit’

v.ng efforts, our casua.ty reports

migh® have been very nigh.,

Threy put 1L

“rstrikes into the aren allowing

Bt ,
W oy

rriendly troops to withstand and in. ict rowmerous rasualties on :. superior force.

b. Reccmmendation-, Recerriend that o1 2eial oper tional frequency
within the "B" Detachment be establi.iw’ when cim ¢ are made, since the
primary air-to-ground frequency is too crovded. .J. 21t ir contact loses
waluable uime in contacting their bese camp when linco e ! ed up continuocusly.
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/s/ Chester Garrett

/t/ CHESTER GARRETT
C.optain, Infantry
Detachment Commander

/s/ Vincent N. Hartmenn

/t/ VINGENT N. HARTMANN
Captain, Infantry
Adjutant
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CONFIDENTIAL

DET/.CHMENT B-41
5TH SFECIAL FORCES GROUP (I\IRMRNE), 1ST SPECIAL FORCES
KPO US Forces 96215

AVSFD-B-41 27 November 1966
SUBJECT: Flood After Action Report (U)

1. (U) Rsference: Ltr, Co D, 5th SFG (Abn), 1st SF, dated 15 October
1966, subject as above,

2, (U) Gemeral: The 1966 flood of Det B-4l tactical area of responsibility

during the period 17 September 1966 ~ November 1966 reached such proportions

that many special flood contrel measures had to be adepted in crder to save

the camps from inundation. Special equipment was required for continued
operations and defenses, and new tactics were utilized to take advaniage of

this flood condition, The purpose of this report is to point out some of

the significant offects of the flood and show what was done to deal with

these effects and the lessons learned.

3. (€) Effects of the flood on friendly operations:

a. In general, flood conditicns had a good zffect on friendly
operations, There were many modifications which had to be made to the normal
operating procedures, However, with the increased support gained for the
detachments during this pericd, they were able to take advantage of the high
water and move freely throughout their areas of responsibility and reach
areas formerly controlled by the VC which were ireccessable without long
marches or heliborne operations. Prior to the flood, VC mines and booby
traps made certain areas of VC control extremely dangerous to enter by foot
troops, With the high water and use of boats, these areas could be entered
with much less chance of encountering these obstacles, Consequently a
significant decrease in casualties from mines and booby traps was ex-
perienced during this period.

(1) The water forced the VC from his prepared pesitions, ine
undated his caches fording him to move fram his traditional safe areas and
forced him to move into boats or up into the trees, cach of which made him
more vulnerable., Consequently, when the enemy was sighted, he had little
advantage of prepared positions and was either forced to move, becoming more
vulnerable due to his lack of rapid transportation, or stand and fight
normally being overshelmed by superior forces,

(2) Flood conditions are ideal for the armored cavalry concept
in that targets can be spotted by air recconnaissance or light reconnaissance
elements, and then reaction forces rapidly employed. /. successful tactic
utilized was the use of an 0Ol observation aircraft to cover the boat elements
and guide them to anything that looked suapicious., A section of armed
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helicoptaers was on standby tc¢ be committed once any significant comtact /*
was made. Additionally, it was found that the armed helicopter was an

excellent weapon for seeking out aml destroying VC forces attempting

movement. b¥ sampan.

{3) Because of the emphasis placed by the highest levels on
taking advantage of this flood cordition in conducting aggressive offen-
sive operations, exceptinnal suppert was received in the area of armed
helicopters. Except in unusual circumstances, at least one section of
armed helicopters was made available to the Sector on a daily basis for
support, of CIDG cperations, Additicnal assault boats and motors were
issued to the dctachments from IV Covps ARVN aloeng with ARVN operators
and mechanics, Daily operations of company size and larger were the nom
and practically every operation had the advantage of O1 aircraft cover,
armed helicopter support, and in many cases Command and Control helicopter
support,

(4) During the period 6 - 17 October at the height of the
flood, eight US Navy PBR (Patrol Boat River) were deployed to this sector,
They provided the additicnal capability of perfoiming armed waterborne
reconnaissance patrols throughout the TAOR, These craft aided us in con~
firming the existence or departure of VC elements from various parts of
the Province and participated in several jeoint CIDG/Navy combat operations,
The PBR were especially effective in providing flank security for the
CIDG boat elements and providing .50 caliber suppressing fire when VC
elements were engaged.

(5) During the period 21 November — 26 November, three Navy
patrol Air Cushion Vehicle (PACV) were deployed to the Sectar to partici-
pate in operations in conjunction with the existing airboats. These vehicles
were an exceptional offensive threat to the VC in thav they could cover the
whole Province at will and had the ability to transport two squads of troops
to be utilized in investigating and exploiting any contact or significant
finding. PACV!s were a iremendous asset, and during their stays several
successful op:rations were conducted.

(6) Tiree platoons of airboats, six each platoon, arrived in
B-41's sector during the flood period. The first boat platoon arrived in the
latter part of October and by the first of November were being incorporated
into the CIDG operations. Due tc the newness of the boat, the requirement
to train crews and control personnel, and the initial maintenance difficuities,
full scale utilization of airboats on a regular basis could not begin until
water levels had started to become a limiting factor. Considerable success
was galned with the airboats during the latter part of Kovember, with com=
bined airboat, PACV and sampan operations, Results of these operations are
outlined in para 3 b, Much knowledge hias been gained as to modifications
required to make this vehicle a more effective weapon in flood operations.
It 1s enticipated that having these bouts on hand and ready to be deployed
at the initial stages of the next flood season will greatly enhance this
detachnents offensive capability.
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b. Flood Operations:

(1) Most flood operations used engineer assault boats with
either 25 HP, 4O HP or sampan engines with regular sampans being pulled
to and fran the objective area. Viswl raconnaissance aircraft and/or
Command and Control helicopters provided continuous overhead cover for
these operations. Armed hslicopters were either on station covering the
operation or on call, awaiting significant contact. Airboats, Navy PBR
and Navy PLCV boats supported cited operaticns,

(2) Summary of significant offensive operations: Only those
operations which were conducted during the main portion of the flood will
be cited, it must be kept in mind that these comprise only those that met
with some succees and that there were numerous others conducted during
this period of time,

(a) 27 September: Search and destroy operztion in Tuyen
Binh District by one company (~) cf CIDG., Results: Two cnamy captured, one
enemy KIA, 18 tons rice, 30 houses and five bunkers destroyed; one rifle,
assorted nines, small arms ammunition and documents captured,

(b) 29 September: Recomnaissance and search operation in
Tuyen Binh District by one CIDG company (-). Results: one enemy KIA, two VC
captured, 39 suspects detained, 100 kilos of rice destroyed.

(c) 2 October: Search and destroy operation in Tuyen Binh
District by elements of four CIDG campanies. Results: 12 sampans, assorted
documents, rice, medicine and mines captured; 18 houses and two sampans
destroyed.

(d) 3 Octobsr: Search and destroy operation in Kien Binh
District by one CIDG company. Results: three enemy KIA, one carbine and one
medical kit captured.

(e) 5 October: Search and destroy operation in Tuyen Nhon
District by two CIDG companies., Results: two VC captured, assorted documents
and grenades/booby traps captured, 27 structures destroyed.

(£) 7 October: Search and destroy operation in Chau Thanh
District by one CIDG campany, with two PBR!s in support. Results: one rifle
and assorted grenades/booby traps captured, 30 structures and one ton of rice
destroyed.

(g) 8 October: Night ambush patrol in Tuyen Binh District
by one CIDG compeny (=~). Results; three VC captured, 500 kilos of rice, one
rifle and one sampan captured, 1000 kilos of rice destroyed.

(h) 8 October: Search and destroy operation in Tuyen Binh

District by elements of two CIDG companies, with six PBR's in support. Results:
one US Navy EM and onec CIDG WIA, large amounts of enemy documents, grenades and
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booby traps captured, and 77 houses, two sampans and 1600 kilos of rice

destroyed. The support provided by the PBR'S was outstanding in provid-

ing flank security and suppressive fire when ground elements were ambush- /39
ed from positions in Cambodia,

(1) 9 October: Search and destroy operation in Tuyen
Binh District by elements of two CIDG companies, with PBR's in support,
Results: two US Navy EM and two CIDG WIA, four VC KIA, assorted grenades/
booby traps captured, and 30 houses and 15,000 kilos of rice meal destroyed.
Again Navy PBR's protected the disengagement of ground elements when they
were taken under fire from positions in. Cambodia,

(j3) 11 October: Reconnaissance for VC mine factory in
Tuyen Binh District by one CIDG company (~). Results: Discovered abandoned
three building complex containing large quantities of metal work, apparenmtly
used recently for munitions manufacture and repair,

(k) 12 October: Search and destroy operation in Kien Rinh
District by one Platoon CIDG and ¢ e RF Platoon. Results: one USSF, two
CIDG arr. one LLDB KIA, 30 VC KiA (estimate only).

(1) 15 October: Reconnaissance for enemy base camp in
Tuyen Nhon District by one CiDG company. Results: one VC KIA, 24 houses
destroyed,

{m) 16 October: Search and destroy operation in Kien Binh
District by three companies CIDG, one RF platoon, with PBR's in support,
Results: 13 VC KIAR, 11 KBA (51 more estimated), 18 VC captured, 87 individual
smll arms, two BiR's, two IMG's, large quantities small arms ammo, explosives
and weapons parts captured; 124 sampens, 56 houses, 58 buffalos and 10 bunkers
destroyed. In this action south of la Grange canal, the PBR's had difficulty
moving due to low water and weeds,

(n) 15 - 17 October: Search and clear operation in Kinh
Binh District by one CIDG company (+) and PBR's in support. Results: nine
individual small arms, cne BAR and many grenades/booby traps csptured, The
PBR!'s had extreme difficulty with pumps clegging on loose weeds,

(0) 17 October: Search and destroy operation in Tuyen Binh
District by one CIDG company, and P8R's in support. Results: five suspects
dstained, four sampans captured, four sampans destroyed.

(p) 18 October: River recommaissance patrol in Tuyen Nhon
District by one CIDG Recop Platoon (later reinforced with two CIDG platoons).
Results: eight VC KIA, 40 structures, 45 sampans, eight bunkers destroyed; and
nine large sampans with two motors captured.

(@) 20 October: Search and destroy operation in Tuyen Binh
District by one CIDG company. Results: 38 refugees relocated; 50 houses,
11 bunkers, 10,000 lbs of rice and assorted booby traps/grenades destroyed,
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(r) 20 October: Scarch and destroy operation in Tuyen
Binh District by one CIDG company. HKesults: two VC KBA, 33 captured or
detained, fouwr individual small amms, large quantities of amo, grenades
and explosives captured, 21 sarmpans and one motor captured, 70 houscs
burned, 40 sampans and oiae repair facility (mines and weapons) destroyed,

(s) 21 - 22 October: Search, clcrr -nd destroy operation
in Tuyen Nhon District by twe CIDG companies (-). Results: four individual
amall arms and 500 1bs of rice captured; onc ton of rice and 35 structures
destroyed,

(t) 23 October: Search and destroy operation in Tuyen Binh
District by two CIDG companies (-), Results: 10 VC captured, one rifle and
10 sampans captured, three sampans destroyed.

(u) 26 October: Search and destroy operation in Tuyen Binh
District by two CIDG companies (-)., Results: five CIDG, one LLDB and two
USAF WIA, 11 VC KIA/KBA.

() 27 Cctober: Search and destroy operation in Kien Binh
District by one CIDG company. Results: one VC KIA, three rifles and assorted
small arms ammo/grenades captured,

(w) 28 October: Search and destrcy operation in Tuyen Binh
District by one CIDG company (¥). Results: 21 sampans, 500 ft of lumber, ;
100 kilos of rice and cssortel grerades, mines, documents captured; 22 {
houses and seven sampans destroyed,

(x) 28 Cctobore: Search and destroy operation in Tuyen
Nhon District by onc CIDG company (+). Results: one VC KIA, 75 kilos of
mandoc captured.

(y) 29 October: .mbush patrcl in Tuyen Nhon District by
two CIDG platoons, Results: five VC KIA and one rifle capturcd,

(z) 30 October: Search and destroy operation in Kien Binh
District by two CIDG companies. Results: five VC KL., two VC captured, two
weapons captured, 72 houses destroyed.

(aa) 2 Novewber: Search and destroy operation in Tuyen Binh
District by two CIDG companies. Results: Friendly unit ambushed by
estimated two VC main force companies positicned in Cambodia; two CIDG KIA,
12 CIDG WIA, six CIDG MIA, VC casualties unknown.

(bb) 3 November: Search and destroy operation in Kien Binh
District by two CIDG companies. Results: three CIDG KIA, five CIDG WIA;
assorted VC grenades and mines captured,

N b b A M AR .

(ce) L4 dovember: Search and destroy operation in Tuyen Nhon
District by four CIDG companies, Results: eight VC KIA (3 USSF confirmed),
two CIDG KIA, three rifles captured, 32 structures dest:oyed; assorted mortar
rounds, grenades and mines captured,
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(dd) 12 November: Scarch and desiroy operation in Kien Binh
District by two RF companies and hirbecat Platoon. Results: 37 houses
and 11 sampans destroyed.

/%

(ee) 14 Novembor: Search and clear operation in Tuyen Nhon
District by one CIDG campany and Airboat Platoon, Results: six VC KIA
(confirmed); two USSF XT4i, six CIDG KIA, captured one 60mm mortar; lost five
individual weapons, one LMG, one assault boat with motor,

{££) 17 Wovember: Search and destroy operation in Kien Binh
District by one CILG comparyy and Airboat Platoon. Icsults: five VC KIA
(confirmed), one CIDG WIA; destroyed 10 sanpans and onc bunker,

(gg) 20 November: Hummingbird operation in Tuyen Binh
District by 34 CIDG with one piatoon of airboats, one platoon of gunshipe
and four slicks, iesu’ts: six VC KIA, (confirmed), two VC captured;
destroyed one mine 2nd grenadc factory. '

(hh) 21 November: Recommaissance in Tuyen Binh District
by two platoons of airboais witih one helicopter VR, Results: four VC KIA
(confirmed); destroyed 23 sampans and five bunkers (two secondary explosions).

(i1) 22 November: Search and destroy operation in Chau Thanh
District by one CIDG campany w/three Patrol Air Cusion Vehicles and one platoon
of airboats supportcd by one platoon of gunships and six slicks, Results:
56 VC K1 (confirmed); dcstroyed 50 samnans, 50 houses, one VC aid station;
captured nine rifles and 20 kilos of documents; recaptured one L0 HP motor
(Lost, 14 Nov).

(33) 25 November: Search and destroy operation in Kien Binh
District by two CIDG companies w/three PACV!'s and one platoon airboats
supported by one platoon o gunships and six slicks. Results: 25 VG KIA
(confirmed); nine VC capturcd, 20 kilos of docunants and one carbine;
destroyed 100 sampans, 103 houses and 20 bunkcrs,

¢, Accumulated enemy and friendly losses: From 26 September to
25 November there have been 225 confirmed VC KIA and 99 VC captured, Major
items of equipment captured included 2157 rand grenades, 147 weapcns, 543
assorted sige mines, 154 semrans, 150 kilos of documents, Additionally,
1012 structures, 139 assorted size mines, 333 szmpans and 85 bunkers were
destroyed. Friendly casualtics are 35 KIA and 75 VIA,

U .

d. Problams encountered and solutions or recommendations:

(1) 1Initially cach CIDG camp had on hand only approximately
50 =mll sampans, Letwren fivo anhd gon plastic assault boats and between four
and six sampan motors, None of the camps had any outboard motors, Since all
operations during the flood were to rely upon boat transportation, it was
evident that more boats and outboard engines would be equired, When IV ;
Corps asked what assistancc they could provide for tacticul exploitation of |
the flood, the mair item requestcd was boats and motors. iifty one outboard ’
engines (19-40 HP and 32 - 25 HP) were provided together with 30 assault boats, i
'
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Drivers and mechanics accompaniec. these boats, Each "A" detachment was
allocated sufficient boats and motors to allow it to conduct a two com-

pany operation,

(2) The complete changeover in tactics from foot operations
to waterborne operations presented some problems in training, Boat operators
assigned to accompany the engines were found to be unfaniliar with care
and mairtenance of engines, and the troops that participated in waterborne
operations had, for the most part, little or no experience in the use of
boats in a tactical situation, These problems were solved by quick in-
doctrination and training in boat tactics and in many cases the training
took place on actual operations. It is recommended that prior to the
coming of the flcod season in the future, classes be urganized to teach
techniques of employing boats and of prime importance, care and maiitenance
of outboard engines.,

(3) The flooding of mortar pits and artillery positions within
the sector caused the loss of a most valuable asset both to defense and to
operations, All 105mm howltzers in the Province had ' o be evacuated, Thus
the coverage of camps and FOB's by these pieces was lc st for the majority of
this period. In addition to their defensive rc 2, a significant amount of
support normally available for offensive operai 18 was lost., The nightly
harassing and interdictory role of the Low.tzer ms totally lost, No ~ub-
stitute for this asset was found. It is recommended that in the future, the
artillery be transferred to the CIDG caps which are above tr  lewcl of vnest
floods, namely, Binh Thanh Thon, Moc Hoa and Tuyen hon. .n .als manner,
total loss of artillery support will be avoidea, and ait' ough different areas
would te covered than prior to the flood, a significant ..aount of the Province
will t : able to benefit by their presence., 1t shc 1d be noted *hat this
sugge.tion was followed in the casz of bring ng ba  two howlt.ers previously
evacuatec from downtown Moc Hoa and placing tiem in the Moc Hoa "A"™ camp,

(4) Mhortar positions within the camps in many cases w.~e flooced.

The 4.2" mortar at Kinh Quan II had to be taken out of action until ihe camp
could be pumped dry, The other mortars that were affected by the flood were
for the most part noved either tc higher ground or were placed on floating
type platforms, 1an most cases, due to the instability of these platiorms,
there was 2 decrease in the capability of the mortar through limitation of
charge that could be used, Displacerent of mortars on opcrations was also
limited, Unless the morters could be fired from a boat it could not be used,
Experimentation with firing an 8lmm mertar mounted in an aluminum engineer
assault boat was found to be only rmarginally effective,

(5) With the exception of Bink Hiep FOB, all other fixed
Forward Operstional Bases of the CIDG had to be evacuated due to total in-
undation of the posts, In the case of Binh Chau FOB, no attempt to control
the cvacuated aroa was made due to the concurrent evacustion of all civilians.
in the area dnd the consequent lack of strategic importance of the post.
In the case of Tuyen Nhon FOB end Kinh Quan II, it was decided to meintain
a mobile sampan FOB to protecct those two arcas that were evacuated, Con-
siderable success wns gained thru this solution, On several occasiouns VO
were ambushed by the roving FOB's and it is felt that they ware, in effect,
of more value in the modified role than they had been previous t> the flood,
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(6) The airfields in this Sector were totally flooded. From
the tactical standpoint this was significant in thet the fixed wing O1
observation aircraft were forced to remain appraximstely 30 minutes away
from Sector. The reaction time for getting one of these aircraft alerted,
airborne and over the designated area was increased from 15 minutes to a
minimm of one howr and usually more. Although this never proved to be a
problem, it was o~rtainly &'sl'li.t‘icc.;xt loss in our reaction capadbility to
support any camp :i post under attack, Additionally, the coverage of
operations by these aliePaft sewld not be coordinated except over the redio,
leaving many questions normally covered in.a briefing of the pilots un-
answered due to security. Also sigrificant in the flooding of the airfield
at Moc Hoa, the servicing facility for helicopters was lost under the
water, All helipads were submerged, and each camp was directed to prepare
raised platforms for at least one helicopter to be able to land, At Moc Hoa,
in addition to the raised pads built for administrative helicopter use, it
was decided that a set of helipads for armed helicopters would have to be
provided because of their additional weight and consequent need for longer
take off area, IV Corps provided three pontoon type floating rafts mapmed
by ARVN engineers, and these were handled up the river to Moc Hoa and em~
placed adjacent to the runway. These helipads proved to be a satisfactory
servicing facility for armed helicopters because all the ammnition, rockets
and POL could be stored right on the pads, with the ARVN engineers guarding
the equipment, With these pads operational, a heavy section of gunahips
could be serviced at any given time., This capability increased the effective-
ness of our overall operations during this period immensely. Prior to this
capability, the closest servicing facility for armmed helicopters was scme 30
minutes flying time awey and for the extremely distant operationsl areas
within Province, this represented an on-station time for gunships of only
approximately 20 minutes, With the facility, we could keep the guns on
station for at least one hour anywhera in the operational area. Therefore,
of prime importance, prior to any coming flood season, consideration should
be made in advance for the construction of armed helicopter helipads, This
asset accounted for as many confirmed VC KIA as did the ground elements and
provided a tromendous amount of security for committed forces.

(7) since the majority of the Regional Force/Popular Force
units were without orgeric sampans or boats, the conduct of offensive
operations was borne for the most part by the CIDG. This represented a
significant loss in the number of troops within province that could be
enployed in the offensive role. Although the success of the CIDG was
impressive during this period, it is believed that even better results
could have been obtained if the RF/PF force had been given the support
needed in boat transportation. After the flood had reached its peak, six
asaault boats and motors wers allocated to each district to provide a re-
action force capability, This enhanced the security of each district
considerably.,
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(8) with the coming of receding waters and the consequent
drop in water level, a period from approdmately 1 November to 25 November
was reached wherein the use of assault boats with outboard motors became
increasingly difficult, The boats werc able to be operated; however, the
constant entanglement of debris in the propeller, the channelization of
suitable routes, the constant shear-pin breakage and consequent lack of
maneuverability for search and assault made boat operations during this
period minimmly effective. Increased casualtics and less results of
operations indicated that new tactics must be developed for this period
of reccssion of the water. The use of transport helicopters was limited
because although the water was receding, it was still too desp for foot
operations., Until approximately 22 November the logical sclution was to
concentrate on sampan operations of o small unti size. Multiple platoon
sized seturation potrols and night ambushes should be emphasized, Company
and larger sized operations should be used only when heavy air support is
guaranteed, Un 14 Noverber an exqu:nle of this vook place, One canpany
of CIDG in aseault boats and sampans entercd into an area that had been
thoroughly screened by another force on two weeks prior. The area had
becn found empty and deserted, All of the houses ¢nd bunkers underwater.
However, on this date, no soorer hnd the company entercd the area than they
four.. trat enough of the water had gone down to allow the VC to utilize
their bunkers. Although the water was still dcep enough to use outboard
engines vith difficuliy, the maneuverability and reliability was in-
sufiicient to cope with fortified prepared positionc, The lesson learned
here is thot although the flood still exists, flcod :ype oper:iions must
be suited to the actual depth »f the water, To continue the tar~ tactics
as long As boats con run was found to be unsuitable, Cperaticns must be
continually ~nalyzed from the stancpoint of advantage over the VC.

L. (C) BEffect of Flood on Camp befen:.s:

a., A-413 (Binh Thanh Thon): BIT was more fortunate than the other
camps in that it is situated on r2atively high grourd and did rot flood to
a great extent inside the camp itself. Problems encountered were as follows:

(1) Erosion of outer wall, causing portions of camp to flood,
It is believed that builiing t%> wall higher, using a revatment type con-
struction of steel pickets and interlaced tram trees, amd capping the wall
with sandbags will elimimate this problem.

(2) Flioding of machine gun bunkcrs on outer wall: These
bunkers are constructed in three layers and built into thv wall itsclf.
There is no fcosible way to provent [loocing of lower compartments, however
MG's wero movod to a higher levc! »nd the Bunker rcmained operationel.

(3) Barrier wire nnd claymores: Wire was campletely covered
with water. This coused a problon wnen portions of the wire broke loose
amd drifted into channels used by agsanlt boats loaving and emtering camp.
Solution to this is to use more picket” nd tie in wire more securely.
Claymores were mounted on &' steel pi.ucte and remained above wnter. lhe
major difficulty herc is naintainiig the firing systam.
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(4) Damage to mortar ammunition in firing pits: A large
quentity of 8lmm, 6Qmm and 4,2" mortar ammunition was ruined due to
flooding of ammo bunkers in the firing pits. This problem can be gnlve "/?
by building improved type concrete storage bunkers in the pits with
waterproof doors and & drainage systems,

(5) Flonding of emergency cormunication in. medi~al bunker:
This was due to a combination of no doar on the bunker & ! thc bunker being
below the ground water level. Construction of a water tight door, re-
concreting the inside of the bunker and installation of a sump that car. be
pumped dry would solve this problem.

(6) Collapse of indivicual firing positiors on outer walls:

Present positions arc built of a combination of sandbags, icumented t ¢k,

( steel pickets and scrap tin, Marv of thes- positions collapsed., Cons  stion
of brick ond cement positions with sandbag overhead cover will solve ti
roblem, Exdisting brick: can be rcuscd and the only oo ense will be £ Lhe
additional bricks, cement, and sandbags. Local tram trc- would be us.:.: for
overhead cover reinforcing miterial.

b. A-LU (Moc i0a).

(1) Wat .r achi_ved the level of the sandba- wall, Conac - uicntly
a smll boat of any type coula fiocat up to any pert of th- ~amp wall 1ight
over the wire barriers, In order to solve this proble: m.r. barrier roterial
will have to be placed on top ~f existing wire to rais. the level of *hvu

barrier,

(2) jmmunition bunkers and corner tighting bunkers oy
Pumps wcre used to keep the amme bunkers relatively dry. Water p should
be delivered prior to the arrival of ligh water to prevent initia xiing

of ammunition bunkers and sther critical installations,

() OQuter campound sandbag wall was 85% ~umaged or ¢ = le‘ely
washed away. .. morv permanent wall with concrete cajy “ing or cemen! _ricks
should be constructed, otherwisc replacemunt of camr. “te sandbaz 1. each
time it floods wiii have to be accoaglished,

(4) Movement of dependunts inside camound becau: ~f flooding
away of dependent hcusing mr.de the camp vuinerable tc sabotage nd in-
filtration. Dependents should be evacuated to non tactical ... if forced
to leave their homes, and not be all wod to move into the ¢ + <und.

C. l.n-ltls (Men | e \"):
(1) Claymores going wier w . 1 Claymer . could be mowrted

an floating boards bDetween two star o so at they me- rise und fall accord-
ing to the water leve ~nd still sty in place,

:

(2) Parsier wire becam in~ffective bucause of ability for
sampans *o float »ver  Utilication of barge p ckelu and higher rows of
wire sc as to have at ‘eact ome foot above hirnest watir level,
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(3) FUGLS Devices: A simple expedient of staking these
devices into position can be utilized duc to their natura’ buoyancy.,

d, A-416 (Kinh Quan II):

(1) Stable nositions for the 8lmm mortar and 4.2" mortar: An
expedient used at uvais lociccion was vo mount the 8lLum mortar in a metal
as3ault boat. This preved only marginolly cffective, It is recommended
that stable raised positions be constructed for use during flood conditions,

(2) A1) rositions along tne wall flooded: Floating platforms
mounted on 55 galicn drums were built, and sand.agged firing positions
were stoked down arcund the pcrimeter to fight from. Similar platforms were
used for machinegun «nd 60mm mortar positions. B nana iog rafts werc also
utilized for individual fighting positions alcong the pe.imeter. It is
recomended that all crew scrved weapons have raised, stable positions to
be uscd in the event o. fleooding.

(3) 1In the case of Kirh Quan II, the ground level of thc camp

is far below the level of the flood. .iny camp cunstructed in the flood areus

should be filled pricr tn construction to a level above that of the highest
recorded flood. The defensive capability of KO II was significantly reduced
by the fact that during the flood roriod the camp intericr was epproximately

four feet under water. ILiving conditions, facilities, and defensive positione
were by necessity makeshift and consequently substandard, AWOL rate was high,

and families brought into the camp cnly added to the vuinerability through
infiltration,

e. B=41 (Moc Hoa,:

(1) Perineter wall open on one side: It was not felt that
the water would ever rise to such a:n exteat as to reach the level of the
"B" tcam, However, as the runway began to disappear it was decided that a
complete wall would have to b. constructed of sendbags to hold water out of
the compound., Not only did th~ wator achieve the level of the compound,
but at the peak of the fleed it was aoproximmiely 2% feet above., Permanent
walls should be constructed wzround the entiic perimeter so as to eliminate
this extensive project,

(2) Bunkers filling with water: Seepage through and under
the walls caused flooding of corner bunkers and ammo bunkers. Since the
majority of the water seeps through the ground, this can be controlled only
by pumping. Ammunition in bunkers must be raisec well off the ground on
pallets,

(3) Claymore positicns under water: Claymores had to be
removed during the hsight of the flood., It was improctical to put them up
on stakes above the water level in thet no protection from backblast could
be afforded and their proximity to friendly positions makes this a require-
ment ,
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5. (C) Effect of Flood on Enemy fctivities:

a, Enemy fc 'cs were forced to abandon traditional lefenses, living Mi
in and defending from sampans and/or trece platforms, Probably the one most
important effect of the fliood was that cnemy movement via sampan was effect-
ively spotted by visual recon aircrafi.

b, Significantly, on 17 September, the first instance which
ushered in the flood effects was an intclligence report to the effect that
VC were moving their dependents from the Vinh loi Village area (Tuyen Binh
District) to the "Tao Lath VC area adjacent to the Cambodian border in Chau
Thanh District., From this date forwa:d, intelligence rc¢ports, aerial
sightings, and interrogations indicated a gencral exodus from the traditional
VC arcas within the Province.

c. The order of cvacuatlion seemed to be for main force units to
lcave the Province, leaving local guwcririlla forces behind to retain control
of the area and to gunrx! what caches were left behind,

d, Most of thc VC caches (rice, weapons, explosives, etc,) were
either evacunted out of Kien Tuong Province or stored in sampans, Those
items which wers stored in sa:pans were very vulnerable to armed gunships,
as cvidenced by thu fact that armed gunships werc responsible for eight (8)
secondary explosions fronm sampans. One secondary explosion rose over 1,000
feat in the air,

e, VC activity during the flood was in the form of harassments
and minings., Seven (7) bridgcs wichin Province have been either damaged or
destroyed by the VC during this flcod period, Four small RF/PF outposts were
overrun. District Hgs of Tuyen Binh District was mortared and two Special
Forces camps were harassed,

f. The effectiveness of aerial surveillance precluded the asseembly
of VC troops, who by necessity, would have had to be in sampans, iis the
wate. level drops, the effectiveness of aerial surveillance also decreased,

g. Interrogation of returnees and FOW's indicates that the morale
of the VC reached a low ebb during the flood, This was mainly due to lack
of adequate food supplies and sickness, .

h, Confirmed Enemy Movements during the Flood Period: (17 September
to 25 November): ‘

(1) 18 September = 300 U/I VC moved from uninown location to
"Yom Tra Lon" (XS085655) to rcceive 200 sampans from Prov Liberation Front,

(2) 18 September ~ One U/I VC platoon escorted their dependerts
from loc WS9L3989 into Cambodia (XS115977).

(3) A September - Two VC platoons withdrew south into Kiem Phong
Province (WS920740) after making contact with friendly forces,
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(&) 25 September - 411 VGT (60 troops, moved south across La
Grange Canal (XS038748) and moved into Dinh Tuong Province,

(5) 27 September - One U/I VC Bn loc XS15857 to XS179842 moving
south, Msn~to move de»nendentis out of floodod area,

(6) 2 uctuver - une company U/I VC withdrew NE into Cambodia
after contact with friendly forces lo: XSi3L978.

(7) 2 Cctober ~ VC Prov Com organization and officers are
being collected and moved out of Kicn Tuong 'rovince to cscape the flood,

(8) 5 October -~ 100 VC of ti.. 504 PMB loc (XS185953)(Cambodia).

(9) 8 Ocober - cne platoon C moved from Kien Tuong Province to
Cambodia (WT776170).

(10) 13 O.tober - one U/I VC compiny moved from south to XS250956
(Cambodia),

(11) 20 October - 502 PMB loc 658934 moving southwest,

(12) 24 Octnber - 80 U,'I VC withdrew north into Cambodia after
attacking RF outpost loc WT927075.

(13) 2L Octrber — 309 troops of 261 DT Bn moved from Kien Phong
Province to loc XS035655.

(14) 31 October - one platoon U/I VC moving NE from loc XS025965,
(15) 3 November - two U/I VC Co loc WI828188 (Cambodia),

(16) 7 November -~ 400 troops of 267 DT Bn moved from Kien Phong
Province to Kien Bang Lang Canal (ISN336.3 to 18033685).

NOTE: Only these enewy movewswts that have been absolutely confirmed are
listed above, From an average of 12 to 15 intelligence reports received at
this location daily, the following conclusions can be made concerning enemy
troop movements during the flood: (1) During the latter part of September
and early October, enemy main force units wore withdrawn from Kien Tuong
Province, with the majority moving to higher ground in Cambodia; (2) Enemy
main force units began moving back into Kien Tuong Province as soon as the
flood receded and cover and concealment became aveilable (around 5 November);
(3) Local force units staycd at thoir normal location throughout the flood.

i. Suspected Encmy Flood Havens: Intelligence Reporte indicate that
because of the total inundatien of this provirce the only safe haven was
Cambodia, Enemy units moved their dcpendents and supplies onto higher ground
in Cambodia whenever possible.

Jo Changes in VC Tactics caused by the Flood Conditions:

1 1neé
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(1) Banana tree rafts wcre constructed and used as floating /7
gun platforms and to move troops into attaclk positions.

(2) VC on one occasion used automatic weapons mounted in
sampans to attack CIDG forces. This attack took place in broad daylight
during a five hoar £i-efich* viith friendly forces.

(3) VC used sampans as mobilc supply caches,

6. (C) Flood Effect on Logistical Missiou:

a. The flood affected our logistical mission to the extent of
doubling our requirements for support.

b. Our means of tranrshipping supplies was affected. Loss of our
alrstrips denied us our main means of transhipping. To alleviate this,
five high water helipads were constructed. Three of these were built and
floated in by 4Oth Engineers (ARVN),

c. Supplies shipped into B-41 (Moc Hoa) to combat flooding
corditions were as follows:

(1) Sandbags - 22,000
(2) Water pumps - six, which have since been turned in,
(3) Cement - 125 bags.

d. Supplies needed by subordinate detachments:

(1) A-41h:
(a) Sandbags - 40,000
(b) Assault boats are needed before water comes up,
(c) Motors should come with a basic load of spare parts.
(d) Current of water should be evaluated pricr to air drops.
(e) Free drops are unsatisfactory,
(2) A-413:
(a) Sandbags - 25,000
(b) Cement - 300 bags
(c) Steel pickets - 1,000 - 6'; 500 = 4!,
(d) Wire - 200 rolls,

COONFIIENT
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(e) Lumber - 1,000 each of 2x4 and 1xb.
/ﬂ \f) Nails - 10 kilo assorted .zes,
(g) Tin Roofing - 100 sheets,
(h) Authorization to purchase thatch for roofing (CIDG
billets).

(1) Chicken wire - 4 rolls
(3) Requested bulldozer, front loader and dump truck,
(k) Shovels - 50
(1) Picks - 25

(3) A-L15:
(a) Sandbags - 20,000
(b) Cement -- 100 bags

(h) A—l;lé:
(a) Sandbags - 20,000
(b) Cement -~ 100 bags
(¢) Requested front loader.

e, Materials needed to construct floating camp. Only one camp in
B-41 fits into this category, (Kinh Quan II (A~416)). The following materials
would be needed for construction aml to sustain Kinh Quan II during the
reiny season: ILumber- One hundred 2x4; one hundred 1xé (length should be
8 to 10 ft). Fifteen rolls of wire for use as tie downs.

£. During flood period recommend that supplies be sent to detach-
nets only on their request. Reason: Due to insufficient storage space,
rodents, and water, much of the excess supplies are destroyed. Shipment of
boats and motors prior to flood stage is also required. Training and mre-
paration for boat operations necessitates having the equipment on hand at
least one month prior,

7. (C) Lesacns Learned:

a, Operatione can continus throughout flood conditions with even
greater mobility., Normal esmall unit tactios may be applied to boat
operations,

b, Recommend that standard boat engine be the 9 HF typs samwpan

engina, The GHP engines are reliable, easily maintained and can be operated
with a minismm of instruction, These engines oparate well in gressy areas

13-15 '3‘
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where ctner types do not. They have sufficient power while pushing an

assault boat to pull an additional 4~6 sampans, The 40 HP engine should be

issued for command boats to enable them to move faster and control the /%
formations.,

¢. 25 HP engines proved undependavle and were of little or no
value for operations. Recommend thiut these engines not be issued in the
future.

d. POL resupply was a continuing problem. Premixed fuel and oil
was prepared and extra gas tanks and cans werc carried for each boat.
However, on extended operations, enough fuel containers could not be pro-
cured to vrovide sufficient gas for eaci boat. A POL train €lement consisting
of several large sampans with I'OL drums aboard accompanied by a security
element is almost a must, Too many times, boats ran out of fuel and relied
upon a helicopter to deliver premixed I'OL to enable them to get back to
home base, Five gallon gas cans must be issued in sufficient quantity to
enable each boat a minimum of fowr cans,

e. Issue of the standard plastic boat repair kits is mandatory on
operations, the plastic boats get ripped and sometimes fired into. The kits
are easy to use and give good results, Without repair kits, plastic assault
boats will not be able to be :maintained through their usage period.

f, When issuipg mctors, there shculd also be issued a basic load
of spare parts, spark plugs, shear pins, etc.. Nails cut in sections proved
satisfactory, however they were not ef the proper tensil strength and con-
sequently risked damage to thc'motors. Without the actual shear pins, which
were unavailable, improvision was required,

g. The requirement for radios increased with flood operations.
Dependance cn boat transportation necessitates less physical coordination
and consequently « need for communication with more elements, An additional
two PRC-25 radios were issued to each detachment for this period and they
were utilized to the maximum,

h. Armed holicopters are an invaluable asset during the flood
period. Their capability of getting down low on the deck and arriving over
the target areas prior to being sighted has proven to be especially effective
when the VC are forced to remain in sampans instead of in their flooded
bunkers, Daily screening of suspect VC areas by armed helicopters not only
prevented VC movement but also forced him to disperse into non tactical
olaments, Gunships scouting ahoad of waterborne units were able to uncover
enemy positions and helped direct friendly elements to suspect positions and
avoid ambushes,

i. There is a nead for formal training in boat tactics, for-
mations, and control, prior to the flood period. Control of boat formations
is & continual problem, especially when in the assault., Normal emall unit
tactios can be applied to boat operations, Use of sampans to move ahead
of assault boats to reconmoiter danger areas has been found effective,

13-16 ' ’»1
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J. Gas fires are a hazard when operating with boats carrying

extra cans of fuel, One serious fire was ~xperienced during this peri

obviously caused by spillage of gasoline in the boat while refueling.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

/s/ Gordon R. Luce

/t/ GORDON R. LUCE
CiT Inf
Lijutant
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COMPANY "D0
STH SPECIAL FORCES GROUF (AIRBORNE), 1ST SFECIAL FORCES
APO San Francisco 96215 {

1 December 1966
SUBJECT: Airboat Operations

1, General: Two (2) pl:toons of airboat trainees arrived at Can
Tho on 2 October. Seventeen (17) airboats arrived by LST from Saigon
on 13 October, By 27 October and upon completion of phase I of airboat
training, ‘wo (2) operational airboat platoons (12 airboats) arrived
at Moc Yna (Det B-41)., On 9 November one (1) operational platoon six
(6) airtyats arrived at Cai Cai, During 2 November - 12 November period
Phase II and Phase III training was being contucyed at B detachment level,

2. Summary of Operations (See operations overlay).

a. On 2 November four CIDG Companies (Det A-41L & A-415) 1
airboat platoon and 2 armed helicopters conducted a search and destroy
operation down the Vam Co Tay River. CIDG elements in assault boats
initiated contact with estimated VC squad at Coord, XS468718, This
contact resulted in no friendly or Viet Cong casualties; however, two (2)
Chinese carbines, two (2) each 4 HP sampan engines, one (1) pcund of
documents, & sampans, and 100 kilos of rice were captured, Airboats
were used as flank security and were not involved in contact, Operation
terminated on 4 November,

lessons learned,

(1) Heavy vegetation along river and canal banks prevented
use of airboats in river,

(2) As a result of increased mobility a smull force with
airboats was tble to provide flank security releasing a nuwber of troops
to the min force element,

(3) Lack of adequate communication with airboats prevented
their use to cut cff Viet Cong withdrawal.

b, On 12 November one airboat platoon (B-4l) conducted flank security
and screening mission south of Ap Bac Coord. XS123658, Airdoats were fired
at by 3 - 5 snipers from a woodline, Airboats were unable to crter woodline
and Viet Cong withdrew. Operation teminated at 1450 hours 12 November.

Inclosure #l4 Lo Operational Report for Quarterly Period Bnding 31 January 1967

L
CoNFIDENTIA 129




o Vo UL./\/;/'/."-'-.

Lesson learned: Airboats empioyed alone are ineffective in
closing with and destroying Viet Cong located in covered concealed positions.

¢. On 13 November, one company of CIDG (A-412) and on. airboat
platoon conducted search and destroy operation in vicinity of Cai Cai
Village. Friendly element iInitiated contact with Viet Cong Flitoon Vic,
WS6398. Viet Cong withdrew to the southeast; one USASF was accidentally
wounded, four Viet Cong were killed and 18 houses and § sampans were
destroyed,

Lesson learned, Lack of cormunications with airboats hampered
control and limited their effectivencss,

d, On 14 November, one CIDG company {A-41hL), 3 sections of armed
helicopters, and one airboat platoon conducted a search and clear operation
north of Tuyen Nhon vicinity Cambodian border. Airboats were deployed as
a flank security elcment; however, airboats moved ahead of main body and
made contact with estimated Viet Cong compuny while reconning by fire, Sgt
Boyd, USASF commander of the airbcat platoon, was killed when Viet Cong
opened fire, Control of airboats was not regained for azbout 10 minutes,
Main element upon arriving at contact point assaulted enemy; SPL Mayo
wag killed in assault, Results of the encounter with the enemy were 2 USASF,
6 CIDG, 1 MF killed in action and 1 USSF, 1 LLDB, 9 CIDG, 2 MF, and 1 ARVN
engineer wounded in action, Friendly equipment lost included 2 ea sampens,
2 ea HT-1 radios, 1 ea IMG, 3 ea carbines, one 4O HP engine, one pair of
binoculars, one M-16 rifle; in addition, one assault boat and 2 M-l rifles
were destroyed, Fnemy losses included 6 VC KIA, and 1 &0mm mortar captured.
Operation terminated at 142045 Nov.

Lessons learned,

(1) Airboats when reconning by fire must maintain =t least
100 meters from target area.

(2) When meking a strafing run, airboats must continue te run
to the end of target area and turn must be covered by following airboat,

Camment: To renlace Sgt Boyd, Captain Marecek, new Mike Force
commander, was assigned responsibility for airboats at B-41.

e, On 1L November, 1 CIDG company (Det A-412) with one airboat
platoon conducted search and destroy operations northwest of Cai Cai
camp in vicinity of Cambodian berder., Airboats were used as a flank
security element and reaction force, There was no enemy contact,

Lessons learmed, None

-2
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f. On 17 November, one (1) company of CIDG (Det (A-416) and one
airboat platoon conducted sexrch and Jestroy operation northwest of Kinh
Quan I1 (A-416 CID® camp). Onc Viet Cong platoon was spotted moving
south out of the operational area. Airboats pursued and mede contact with
cnemy at V939742, Four Vict Cong were killed and 10 sampans and one
oker were destioyed; one CIDG was wounred with a mine,

Lesson learncd: [ 1irboats can oe enmployecd effectively as an
.mlopinge foree once enemy is located,

g. On 16 Neverber, one reinforced company (A-412) with one air-
boat platoon co'ducted search and destroy operation from Tam Bua (WT
602022) to Cai Cai (WP 620000}. Airboats were used as a flank security
and screening element. There was no encrny contact, although two rifles,
2 hand grenadec ard § ssmpens were captured,

Lesson learned: Airboats can only cross Cai Cai River at the
canal entrances.

h. On 18 November, one company minus (Det A-416) and one airboat
plutocn conducted search and cestroy operation south of Kinh Quan II.
Alrboats were used as a flank security elemont and reaction force. There
was ne, wive contact.

Lesson learned, None,

i. On 20 November, three (3) CIDG companies (Det A-412) with one
airboat platoon established blocking force position north of Cai Cai
Village. Thrce (3) PACT beats moved from An Long airfield, attacked Cai
Jai Village and ther continued to Moc Hoa. There was no enem contact;
however, twelve sampans, 2 structures and 23 bunkers were destroyed. Air-
boats were used as flank security northeast of Cai Cai Village,

Lesson learned., When airboat engine was idling, communication
with the zirboats was loud and clear.

j. On 20 November, 1 platoon of CIDG {A-413), 1 section of armed
Lelicopters, and 1 airboat platuon conducted humming bird search and destroy
operation northwest of Det A~413 camp in vicinity of Cambodian border and
Gth and 7th LRVN Divisions boundary, Contact vicinity WI723108 killed
L Viet Cong. Two Viet Cong were killed vicinity SW669038 and two (2) VC
were captured at WS693981. Friendly eclements destroyed 20 sampans, 1 mine
and grenade factory, 15 houses, 50 hand grenade molds, and 4 water buffalo,
and in addition, friendly elements captured 50 hand grenades, 100 rounds of
small arms ammunition, 40 kilo of rice, 5 kilo of documents, 1 transistor
radio and 2 gas stoves. There were no friendly losses, Airboats were used
to sweep a portion of the objective area; airboats made no contact with
Viet Cong.

Lesson learned, Airboats complemen. helicopter operetions
very .effectively.

k. On 20 November, 2 CiDG companies, 2 RF companies (Det A-416)
and 1 platoon of airboats conducted search and destroy operation south of
Kinh Quan IT. Airboats were used to screen for attacking force, Comtact
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was made with 3 Viet Cong vicinity WS924767. Casualties include 4 CIDG
wounded by booby trap, 3 VC killed in action. One VC weapon, 20 hend
grenades, 15 carbine megagines, and numerout Viet Cong documents were
captured. Twenty houses and 300 kilos of rice were destroyed. Operation
terminated at 201500 Nov,

Lesscn learned, Airboats can be effectively used for
medical evacuation of wounded,

1. On 21 November, two airboat platoons (A=-413) conducted seasch
and destroy operation in vicinity of Kien Tuong Province boundary. 1lst
airboat platoon destroyed 9 sampans and 200 kilo of rice and captured 5
kilo of documents, 3 grenade launchers, and one Thompson MG magazine vicinity
WI660043. 2nd airboat platoon destroyed L sampans and 5 bunkers and killed
2 Viet Cong vicinity WS74694C. Helicopters destroyed 10 sampans, 1 barge
and killed 2 VC vicinity WS719923. A helicopter was used to locate the
Viet Cong, mark the location, and radio for the airboats, .ilrboats were
used as waterborne attacking force,

Lesson learned. Airboats can effectively be used ac an
assaulting element when the enemy is located in sampans in open water,

m, On 22 November 3 PACV boats with 24 CIDG, one airboat platoon
with 20 CIDG, 2 sections of amed helicopters conducted search and destroy
operation northeast of Moc Hoa in the vicinity of the Cambodian border., 1
canpany of CIDG with airlift was held in reserve at Moc Hoa, The amed
helicopters discovered and initiated fire on one company of Viet Cong in 25
sampans vicinity X85163938. PACV boats and airboats were notified of VC
location and moved to contact. PACV boats were first to make contact and
approached the enemy from the south, Two minutes later the airboats,
vwhich were attempting to intercept the Viet Cong prior to their entrance
into Cambodia, attack the Viet Cong on their west flank., The reserve
of 1 CIDG company was airlifted to the border in an effort to block the
Viet Cong withdrawal, The Viet Cong dispersed in 2ll directions in order
to prevent their encirclement, Enemy casualties include 56 KIA; airboats
accounted for 32 of 56 VC KIAs., Nine (9) weapons, 20 1bs of documents, 2
hand grenades, and one 4C HP engine were captured by CIDG and Mike Force.
Only one friendly soldier was wounded., This operation is one ¢f the most
successful offensive operations in the Delta this year. It was successful
because of increased mobility of CIDG and the decision to airland troops on
the Cambodian border. Operation terminated 1138 hrs, 22 November,

Lesson learned, Thc increased mobility of PACV and airboats
and the fast reaction oftairmobile force enabled a two company size force
to obtain a decisive victory.

n. On 2, November one (1) CIDG company, one (1) CRP (A=-412)
and 1 platoon of airboats conducted an oparation to clear area surrounding
R.F. outpost northwest of Cai Cai Camp, and hold sick call for personnel
in outpost. Airboats were used as a screening and reaction force. There
was no enemy contact.

U~
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Lesson learned., None

0. On 24 November 3 CIDG companies (Det :~415) and one (1) section
of armed helicopters, one (1) platoon of airboats and two (2) PACV boats,
conducted search and destroy operation north of Tuyen Nhon in vicinity of
Cambodien border, P.CV and airboats initiated contact with e¢stimated VC
platoon vicinity XS223918, to XS312927., FEnemy casualties include 9 Viet
Cong killed in action and 3 suspects captured; one (1) kilo of documents,
three (3) hand grenades, one (1) sach one kilo mine, 31 toe poppers, 78
structures, 8 water buffalo, 11 sampans, and one printing plant were
destroyed, Operation terminated 251930 Nov,

Lesson learned. The receding flood water is limiting the
movement of airboats to smaller areas.

p. On 27 November, one (1) platoon CIDG, (ii-415) one (1) platoon
of airboats and one section of srmed helicopters conducted & humming bird
search and destroy operation, west of A-413 camp vicinity of the Kien
Phong, Kien Tuong frovince boundary., iirboats were used in independent
search and destroy operation in conjunction with armed helicopters. Con-
tacts vicinity WI862165, WS690958 resulted in 8 Viet Cong “:illed, 2 Viet
Cong and two suspects captured; 38 sampans, one (1) bunker, and an ammunition
cache were destroyed., Operation terminaud 271600 Nov,

Lesson learned, Dry ground continues to limit the use of air-
boat in much of Kien Tuong Province,

. On 28 November three (3) CIDG companics {4-412) 2 airbecat
platoons ?ﬁ.—hl} ~nd A-412) conducted search and destroy and linkup operation
vicinity Cai Cal Village., There was no contact, however, two sampans,
two houses and 32 t.unkers were destroyed. Operation terminated 281500 Nov,

Lesson learned. Receding waters required that airboats be
moved from Cai Csi to Moc Hoa area,

/s/ Frank J, Dallas

/t/ FRANK J. DALLAS
LTC, Infantry
Commanding

COIVF?DE/VT—IAL ,33

s e e i YT




/5

C onit tLEr T/ (.

DET/..CHMENT A-L14
STH SPECILL FORCES GROUF (AIRBORNE), 1ST SYECIAL FORCES
4PO US Forces 96215
23 November 1956

SUBJECT: After /Action Report for Cperation of 22 November 1966 (U)

1, (C) Size and composition:

a. Three (3) PACY's, 24 CIDG, and two (2) LLDB advised by Capt
Jencks and SSG Wofford; Capt Baughn accompanied as an observer,

b. Five (5) airboats accompanied by Capt Maracek, SPi Gaede,
and SP4 Thorpe.

c. Fifty-three (53) CIDG and two (2) LLDB advised by Capt
Walton and SPL Hamblin.

d, Three (3) Sea wolf UH-IB helicopters.
6. Three (3) UH-1B armed helicopters.
f. Two (2) US Army OlE's,

g, One (1) US Air Force O1E (FAC).

h, Six (6) UH-1D helicopters,

i, One (1) UH-1D helicopter Comman’ and Control ship with Capt
Hendrick and Capt Tai (LLDB).

2, (C) Mission of Operation:
a. To conduct a search and clear operation in Area I (see overlay),
utilizing the combined forces of PACV, air boats, and helicopter borne CIDG
forces,

b. If no contact was made in Area I to continue the operation into
Area II {see overlay).

3. (C) Time of Departure and Return:
a, PACV!'S departed Moc Hoa 0730,
b. Sea Wolf gunships departed Moc Hoa 0730,

Annex 1 4o Inclosure #14 to Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending

A Jamary 1967
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¢, Command and Control ship departed Moc Hoa at 0735,

d. Alr boats departed Moc Hoa at 0835,

e, CIDG in UH-1D's left Moc Hoa at 0740, but four (4) of the
UH-1D's later returned to Moc Hoa to remain on call, The two (2) ships
in the air were Lrtormittently rotated,

f. lancer armed helicopters alternated intermittently with
Sea Wold gunships,

g+« PACV's closed Moc Hoa at 1245,
h. Air boats closed Moc Hoa at 1235,
i. Command and Conirol closed Moc Hoa at 1215,

J« CIDG in UH-1D's and all armed helicopters closed Moc Hoa
at 12i5,

L. (C) Corduct of Operation:

a, Routes: PACV's, air boats, and all aircraft moved to the
oparational area (sse overlay) by direct azimuth.

b, Terrain: Terrain within the operational area was flooded,
with intermittent areas of high ground which had emerged frun the flood
waters,

c. Obstacles: Air boats experienced difficulty in moving to
the area; some areas were dry enough to prevent passage of air boats,
These dry spots were by-passed,

d, Mines and Booty Traps:

(1) The cachs site vic XS158938 was heavily booby-trapped.

(2) Although the area was known to be heavily booby=-trapped,
no others were discoversd during the operation.

¢, Adir Boats:

(1) How Deployed: Air boats were given the mission of
scroening the north flank of the operation.

(2) Resulte: Air boats were able to engage 25 enemy sampans
as the enamy attempted to.leave the operational area.

(3) Problems encountered: N/A

f. Action Upon Bncounter with Fnemy Forces:

TR
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(1) Sea Wolf 07 helicopter engaged the 25 sampans when the
sampans fired on the helicopters vic XS163938, at 1005. At 1007 US Army
armed helicopters arrived and took up the chase, They continued to give
fire suppart until forced to leave station. Viet Cong continued to move
rortheast,

(2) At 1006, the PACV's began to move to contact area, At
1025, PACV's engaged the enemy and maintained contact until the order to
cease fire was given, The PACV!s pursued the enémy and their approach
drove the enemy northward.

(3) At 1007, the air boats began to move to the area of
contact, They were attempting to intercept the enemy from the north,
However, they engaged :im from the west flank at 1022, They maintained
contact by fire until cease fire was given, Air boats received one
casualty from grenade fragments at approximately 1027,

(4) Heliborne troops were called for at 1035, werc airborne
at 1038, They arrived at the area of contact (XS177948) at 1050, The
CIDG moved approximately 200 meters northwest until told to regroup,
fall back and prepare for extroction, They engaged the enemy by fire
until ordered to cease fire,

(5) At 1100, Capt Tai (LLDB) indicated that the activity

was approaching the Cambodian border and that the VC were in Cambodia,
Cease fire was given, all elements were pulled back, and extraction

began,

(6) By 1120 all elements had regrouped south of the area
of final contact, /.t 1138, extraction was completed.

(7) Throughout the entire engagement, the VC continued
to fire on the friendly elcments,

5. (C) FEnemy Information:

a, Location: Enemy fired on Sea Wolf helicopters from vic
Xs5162938,

b. Strength: Approaximately 75 persuns in 25 sampans,

ce Composition: Main force.

d. Activity: Enemy was moving to the northeast in sampans
when he was observed by the Sea Wolf helicopters, He fired on the

helicopters and continued to move northeast, apparently seeking rcfuge
in Cambodia,

e, Equipment:
(1) Twenty-five sampans,
(2) T™wo IMG's,
U-1-3
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(3) Bolt action rifles as individual weapons,

(4) Web gear with black lesther pouches ceantered on rear 161
of belt,

f, Uniform:
(1) Black pajamas

(2) Sun helmets with cumouflage cover and camouflage net.
Not all VC wore headgear,

6. (C) Results of Encounter with Enemy: Lo
as Friendly losses:
(1) KIA: None

(2) WIA: Onme (Mike Force), evacuated to Moc Hoa Province Hospital
for treatment,

(3) MIA: Nome
(4) Bquipment: None
b, Enemy losses:
(1) KIn: 56 (US confirmed)
(2) WIA: None
(3) Ceptured: None
(4) Equipment:
1l - US carbine i
3 - Russian carbines :
2 = MAS 36's
1l = US M=l Garand i
1 ~ Chinese carbine ’
1 - Rifle destroyed beyond recognition
1 - 40 HP outboard engine (recaptured)
20 - pounds of documents
2, - Hand grenades
7. (C) Significant Activities:
s, Propaganda analysis: N/A
b, Hamlets encormtored: N/A

¢. Change in tactics: None
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d, Suspected infiltration routes: The trail-canal-stream system
vic XS174947 to XS180948 is probably used by VC in moving to and from
Cambodia,

6, Miscellaneous:
(1) Preliminary examination of captwred documents indicates
that the VC unit which was engaged is the same unit which was engaged by
Detachment A=41) on 14 November 1965,

(2) The 4LOHP outboard motor captured on 22 November has been
identified by the province as the one lost to the VC by the CIDG during
the operation conducted on 14 November 1966.

8. (C) Was the mission accomplished: Yes, the enemy was engaged
and he was driven from the operational area, suffering heavy casualties,

9. (C) Conclusions and Recammendations: The PACV's are an excellent

vehicle to support search and clear operations in flooded areas. It's troop

carrying capacity should be increased.

/8/ Thomas G, Hendrick

/t/ THOMAS G. HENDRICK
Captain, Infantry
Cammanding
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CCRnFIDed T
AR BQO.T PROGRAM

1, GENERAL: During the raiiy season of 1905, Special Forces coop- V/{A
orated with ACTIV in the development and testing of the prototype air-
boats, The airboats were found to be particularly .eifective .then employed
as an elemst of a coordiiatec offensive operation. The .xdel submitted
by the Hurricanc Fiberglass Company, tie AJRCAT, was solected for oper-
atioml use, Ce.daiu wodifications were necessary in order to meet mil-
itary standards. A sumary of these modifications was forwarded to the
manuf~cturer and 54 airboats were ordered with .odificationsto fulfill
operational requiremenis, Twenty of these airboats will start arriving
in Vietnam by air transportation in tho ncar futuro. The bdlance will™ be
shipped by surface vessel soon tnereafter, (li description of the AIRCAT
with the requested modifications ave comtained i Appex 1),

2. PRPOSE: Tha purpose of t:is program is to:

. Plan for the receipt and subsequent deployment of all incoming
airboats,

b. LEstablish airboat maintertnce procedures up to ard including
Sth echelon,

c. Prescribe the organizatioa for combat,

d. Prescribe compatable mlssions for airboats and suggested tac-
tics to accomplish those misal ons,

f. PFlan for the continued aralysis of the airboats and the future
requirements,

3¢ RSCAIPT AND DEPLUYMENT: The Asst S-, LSC Annox, Canp Goodman,
in coordinaticn with the ACI1V Airboat Action Officer, vill monitor all
incoming invoices and receivt for the airboats at their point of entry
in the Saigon aren, Delivery of the airboots will conform to the priore
ities ostablished in Annex 2, The mode of transportation for deliver will
dopeid on the avallability of aireraft and the weight/configuration of the
m cldng container,

L. ORGANIZATION: Platoons of aix boats each will bo formed with the
porsonnal to man the boats baing furnished out of CIDG strengths currently
authorised to the using "A" Detachment., Tho formation of airboat componies
is considared foasiblo since the boats will be maintained at tho highest
level commensurate with the capability of that unit to furnish repid re-
action to subordimte units. Generally, the maintaining unit will be at
the "B* Detachment level, but in isolated cases control will romain with
tho "A" Dotachment, An organisation chart for cthe air boat platoon is
containcd in Annex 3.

15-2
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5. 10 SSTONS AND TACTICS: The missions and tactics for airboats,
o8 dotormined Ly the ACIIV cvaluction, are coasidered valid by t.ds Hende
quarters, md are contained ot Annex 3. Innovation is encouraged to aug-
nont tho suggested missions and tacticse

6, TRAINIIG: A recammended training program for the airboat crew
membors is contained st Antex 5, This program of instructioa considers
only the minimm subject coversge, Depending on the state of training of
the crow member, additional training mey be nceded in subjects more
basic in nature, The suggested 0L is conducted in threc phases: FPhase
I, Individual Treining (16 hours), Phase II, Unit Training (23 hours),
and Phasc III, Combat Operations (length of time to be determined by
the chief instructor),

7. MALTSNANCE: The mainteinaice program to support the airboats
as onvisioned by the S« is at Annex 6, This program is based on the
current doployment scheduls, and thc anticipated sperc parts and mainte-
onance persomiel available, Additional implementing instructions will be
iisscminated as more information comes available.

8. FUTURS REQUIRIMENIS:

a. The use of airboats in co.bat operations is a rolatively
new dovolopment, Commaiders should be contimwovely alert to dotect
row teciniques and tactics, and to sugpost mothods to improve efficicncy
in the use of airboats.

b, Since the emplayment of USASF ir the Nicpublic of Vietnm is
not stabilisod in location, and cue to the long land time required Ifor
the procuremont of airboats, all planned deployment should ccmtain a
reforence as to the practicality of using airboats in the proposcd areae

FOR TILI COUMDER:
JALSS 48 JHTE
/T/IAMES ASENTE
Major, Infantry
Adjutant
DISTRIBUTION
uge
SPRCIAL DISYRIBUTION:
c0o, DT C-4 15
CO, DET C-3 10
GIIEP, ACTIV 2
15-3
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D500 LTI AND  OPOS.ww ,.ODIFICATIONS OF Ti:s HU  GuilE AIRCAT

1. Description:

Length 17 feot /6%
Baan 7 foet 3 inches
Weighy (aporox) 1150 pcunds
Hull Compositiori 5 laycers molded
fiborglass
Hull Shape semi~catsmaran, forg
flat bottom, aft
Controls twin ruduer, stick
Motor =360 Lycom'ng,
130 HP
Spced earrying aporoximately 38 urH
300 pounds
Maxdmum load at which 1000 pounds
airboat will plane (5 soldiers)

2. Requircd modifications for miit:uty employment in the RVN:

a, Redesign the starter drivs system and employ stronger mater=
ials,

b, DRedosign the slectrical system veing military grade electrical
components that are installed in protactive inclosurcs.

¢. Install an all-me%al proupeller to avoid dry rot coaditions
that occur in the Southeast Asian area.

d. Install governing mechanism to prevent damge from axcessive
high spsed during operator traidng., Cevoruor should be capable of being
remov 4,

e. Cover pcsoline tanks with fiberglass to prevent rupture fronm
vibration and onnble crew or passengers to sit on tenk without causing dame
aAgoe

f. Install stainless steel oxhaust mnifolde with high durability,
sirenzth and maximum silencing capability.

g+ Install self-sealing gasoline tanks for protcction agai st
eneny small anus fire,

15~1«l
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h, FPill closed gpaces below deok with styrofoam plastic and
construct intermal watar-tight cells to srevent boat fron sinking.

i, Inatall cperators seat thai czn be adjusted vertically a
minirmum of one foot,

Je Inatall hand throttles in iieu of foot throttles,
ke Install towing and mooring cleats as stand: rd equipment,

1. Install a pintle mount in the how soction for the ealibdbar
+30 machinegun.

m, Install on aircrafi-type floating campass to facilitaic
both navigation and tactical control,

n, Install radio mount for the A-/PRC«25 radio.

15=1-2
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PRICRITY FOR AIRBOAT DEPLOYME...

BOATS  ASSIGNMENT CONTROL
6 A-lj1ly Moc Hoa B4l
6 A-}15 Tuyen Nhon B-lil
6 A<12 Cai Cai A-l12
6 A-413 Binh Thanh Thon B=lil
é A-}i25 Thuong Thoi A-l25
[ A=~351 Duc Hue B=35
6 A-352 Tra Cu B-35
6 A-}j22 Vinh Gia B-42
6 A-=}16 Xinh Quan II B-lll
NOTE:

ST N R AT L

DELIVERY INSTRUCIIONS

Airland<Moc Hoa (C~130)
1sT «Can Tho

Airland-Moc Hoa (C~-130)
1T =Can Tho

Airla nd-An Long (C-130)
LsT =Can Tho

Airk nd-Moc Hoa (C-130)
LsT =Can Tho

Airtand-dn Long (C=130)
LST  ~Can Tho

Airla nd-Hiep Hoa (C=123)
Airla nd-Hiep Hoa (C-123)
Airland-An feng (3=13C)
LSt =Chau Doc

Airland-Moc Hoa (C-130)
LST ~Can Tho

The priority listing of assi:mment and control is not intended to
take the operational control and command away from the appropriave
commanders nor to stabilize the use of the airboats in the local-

ities indicated,

The assi pament of boais to a detachment i.dicate

from which detachment the platcon will be formed and rives the

general area of operation,

The control detachment indicates at

what level the training assets and maintentnce support will be
located.

Annex #2 to Inclosure #15 to Operational Report for Quarterly period ending

15=2=1,

31 January 1967.
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1Pat ILdr ¥Sa ol 1 Sqd ILdr CPL 1c 01

# 1 Asst Plat Idxy CPL 1l¢ Ol # 1 Asst Sqd Ldr CPL 1074

1 Aidman CPL 02 1 Machine Gar CPL oy

s3] Mechanic CPL 02 1 Asst Guaner FFC 02

1 M-79 Gumner PFC 03 1 M-79.0unner E°C 03
WEAPONS:

Cl - Carbine Cal ,30 M~2 \
02 -~ Carbiae Cal .30 M=

03 - Grenade Launcher M-79
Ol ~ Machine Gun Cal ,30 A=6

# Alsc Airboat Operator
4% Also Gunner on Machinegun

Equipment authorizations In excess: Tthe equipment authorized to the
C%)Fd.ﬂe Squad (TOE 1-66, CIDG Guorrilla Company, Light, dated 20 April
1 .

Adrboat 6
Radio AN/PRC-25 w/vehjcv]lar 6
mount and AC type HI Huadset
Launcher, Grenade =79 3
Machinegun Cal .30 46 w/meunt, 6
pedestal M31C and bipod

Lifs Presocrver 30

A Tool Set, 3d Echeion is authorizcd each control headquarters.

15=3~1
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ContrctenTine-
FROPOSED MISSIONS AND TACTICS
1, OQUFLISIVE OPERATIONS

The load=carrying capability, maneuverability, ebility to operate
through aquatic grasses offestablished wuterways, and speed of the
airboats give important advantages over units moving on foot‘, in bozts
without motors, or in boats with conventional motors,

Alrboats may be used for the following tasks, particulerly in
areas contairing heavy aquatic grosses:

(a) Patrolling flmks or the attacking units or patrolling in
conjunction with blocldng forces.

(b) Pursuing, intercepting, and if necessary, destroying VG boats,
(¢) Providing fl.nk security for conventioral boat operations.
(d) Positioning blocking forces.

(e) Performirg reconnaissance missions similar to vehiclee
mounted scout pk toons,

(£) Aiding in displacing crew=-served weapons.
(g) Performing resupply and medical evacuation.
(h) Transporting reserves,

(1) Serving as a command utility vehiclk .

Occasionally airboats may be used to move attacking troops., It
is preforgble that the assault element be debarked and deployed before
approaching close to known eneny position, A more thorough search of
the area is assured, and in therevant of coatact, fricmdly firc and man~
euver will be faster and more effeciive,

VWhile 2irtoats mke it much easier to move crew-served weapons
and equipment of assault units through greas containing heavy cquatio
grasses, commandors mst avoid cavrying more in the airboat~ than san
be m npacked when the operationsicoatimu on foot, -Transfor.l  {huse
cambat bogts into logistiocnl or administrative vehicles, especially on
open waterways, must be awidod.

15-4m=1
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When a larga conventional boat force moves, it adopts a normal
march formatio., Advance, flank, and rear guards are deployed in
adjacent waterways or off of cstablished waterways to the extent permite
ted by terrnin. ‘These security elememts should be supplemented by foot
elements as nceded.

2, RECONMAYSSANCH PATROLS:

Reconnaissance patrols should use at least two boats to provide
for metual support, They can move by succosélve bounds, alternating
bounds, or contimaous movement. The tactics are similar to those of
motorized mtrols.

a, Successive Founds:

Moving by successive bounds, the boats in the patrol keep
their relative places in the column, The two leading boats verk as a
team in moving from one point to another along the stream. The fleet
boat takes a concealed position and troops dobark, if necessary, to
cover the movement of the setond boat to the naxt observation point.
¥hen 1t is determined that all is clear, the leader of the first air-
boat obscrve carefully, select their next stopping point, and move fore
ward to that point, The process is repeated until the mission is

accomplished, (' The lead airbcat a.d personnel my be rotated frequently),

Other craft in the patrol movo by bo-ads from one concealed position to
another bechind the first two zirboatss Sight contact is maintained but
boavs avoid clesing on the craft in front of them,

be Alternate Bounds:

Moving by alternate bounds, the two leading airboats al-
tarmate as the lo:d craft on e~-h bound, ‘This method is more rapid than
successive bounds, but 4t does not allow man in the secord airboat to
observe carefully before the pass the halted land craft.

¢. Contimious Movements

In contimious movement , all boats move at moderate speed,
maintaining security by careful observation. Leading boats stop to
reconnoiter areas that require investigation, This is the fastest but
loast secure method of movament,

Security is maintained by continued observation and by
frequent halts to observe the surrounding terrain. Men and wep ons are
debarked to observe and to furnish fire support if required. Soms
members of the patrol are designatud to protect the airboats when the
ptrol debarks. Specific gones of responsibility for obsorvation are
uc:lgn::l to men in the airboats, Visual ocontact is maintainasd among
airboats,

15<4=2
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Ench airboat (or each major elememt of larger patrois) should
be provided with a radio, if posalble.

It is desiraple to distribute men, weapors, ahd gqidipment amopy
the boats in such a way that the patrol will remain effective even if
the airboat and its equipment is lost,

One member of the patrol should be dusignated to observe and
record the condition of the weterway and banks,

This techniques described abova also apply to airbo:t elements
porforming m rch security (advance suard, flink guard, and rear guard)
for a lar;er force,

3 . 4"\1 'IBUSHES s

Airboats can be used in position an ambush force ~nd to ginduct
rapid pursuit or withdrawal through arcas containing heavy aquatic
grasses, Alrboat-transported forc:s are not limited to laying wat.rway
ambushes; thay can operate in aiy area nccossiblo to water,

Stealth in movement to final position can be achicved by using
paddles or poles to propel the boats instead of motors, Boats can drift
to poei‘ion with the current or tidal flow, Small ambush mrties can
be Jeft behind when patrols stop and dismount to observe or reconnoiter,
“Thig Wﬁ 1¢ oaly ii boat fore.s commonly opcrate with fro=-
quent halts and debaria tions, and if the stay-behind ambush m rty ic
small in comparison to the tot:l force,

Wether the ambush :8 laid to cover a road, trail, or waterwy,
the riflemen normally debark and take up concealed positions. Airboat
crewman remin in or near their craft, which are carefully concealed,
The ambush:security team leader is made responsible for security of the
airboats. Both crewmen are under his control during occupation of the
ambush cite.

Because several hours of vaiting are ususlly required at the ambush
site a change in level and direction of alream flow ofti~ ococurs because
af tidal action. The gmbush comander must anticipate these changes and plan
hisambush accordingly. Changes in the lovel of watcr because of tidos may
require relaying weapons in a wntcivay ambush. The direotion of approach
o enemy boats may be basud on the direotion of curront flow. These
factors must all be comsidored in choosing the location, timing, and method
of ambush,

L. RAIDS:

Airdboats may bo used by raiding parti.s in the same way 28 thoy
are used to support other >ffensive operationsin areas contaiuning

15<4=3
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heavy aquatic grasses. Airboais provide a means for rapid withdrawal
aftar the raid, ‘

Arboat=borne raiding pertics may debark some distanco from the
objective in ordor to approach stealthlly on foot., Whea thi objeotive
is closc to shore, the assault force my use alrboats to storm directly
into the objective area. Amphibious assault tactica are useds The
storming tactics should be used only when surprise can be achieved amd
when the waterway is’large enough to permit some evasive action by the
assaulting boats,

Artillery fires and smoke should be planned to cover withdrawal
of the ralding force,

5. MEDICAL EVACUATION

Adrboats provide a relatively fast means of evacuating casualties
from iy form of operation (boat-borne, foot, atc). When evacuation by
airboat is planned, air stations are located for convenient access from the
waterway net. A landing site is prepared, if ancccssary, to facilitate
prampt ond gentle unloading of woundud persons from the airboats,

6. MOVEMEWT OF SUPrLIZS

Airboats can assist in 2ll forms of logiatic:l movament, such as
ammnition resupply, fuel transport, and other genoral supply and s.rvice !
functions particularly in arsas containing heavy aquatic growth, Divert-
ing them to this use of open water where conventional boats are more
effective, must bo avoided. Securiity personnel accampmny the airboats
as required, Boats are loadzd carefully so that the operator's fleld of
vision isnot obscurad.

Adrboat forces my bo used for water coavay protection, -escort-
ing other small craft or large ecrpens, and for hauling fraight, Such
operations are usually limjted to smaller watorwvays where Navy river escort
groups cannot operate. Occasiomaily airboat cscorts operate in con-
Junction with larger escort craft, usually in an advance party or in the
scouting roiv.

Airboat units should not be routinely usod for supply or escort
missions; thay should normally be engaged in combat operatioas. Combat
operations may, however, include evacuation and combat resupoly tasks
for the airboatas.

7 . COMLND VEHICLE

The load-carrying capability of the airboat may mcko it dosirable,
under s.ue ciroumstances, for wse as a commend vehiclu, Thure is, howe
ever, ro electrical system for radio powor,

1544
Con Fid eNT/AL 49




CCNFIPen T~
8. RUSES AND FEINIS:

Because of their distinctive noisc and appearance, airboats
can bo used effectively to conduct demonstrations, feints, ~nd russgs
The airboat force con be used to divert the attent:on of tho enomy
from other courses or areas.

9¢ CONIROL uFf WATERWAYS.

The speed of airboats allows thom to ovartake all river ocraft
normally used in comnerce or employed by the insurcents, Thus the air-
boats can porform well irn palicing the waterways and searchi..g suspoct
craft as part of the rosources control campaisn. Airboats can cruise
the wacorways or tie up sl await passing craft at ciitical points,

10, ADMINISTRATIVE MOVES:

From time to time airboats may be used for routine administrae
tive transportation tasks when othor merns are not availa ble. Alr-
boats must not be divert.d from combat-support missions for administra-
tive use.

1l. AIR3QAT SNGINE PROPELLER NOISE.

The high level engine/propeller noise associated wita aire
boats may be compansated for or minimized in several ways in order to
achivove surprise over an enemy. Tho techniques of this are describod
below and may be used singly or in any cambination to best accomplish
the mission,

(a) Stealth in movement to an attuck position can bo achiovea
by isfiltration as described under Lmbu~hes, paragreph 3 above

(b) One or more airboats mar mancuvor frcely without specific
dataction bty opereting under a noise cover ataged by othor airboats or
ovurhead aireraft.

(c) The Nigh spaud and surfr0e mobility of airboats my be ex-
ploited to compensate for the warning effuct of their noise and subsaquent
lack of surprise. This may be accamplished 4y holding the airbosts out
of action temporarily to the roar of far flanks until enury coatuct has
baon astablished by ithe assault troops. Tfhe airboats can then be commdte
tead into action by the force commander. Because of thair superior mobility
and high spoed they can, without appreciable delay, yuickly close the
distance to join the operation and carry out thoir own specific mission.,

ConN FidedTIAL-

- — ——— T~ . ——




n

covHtDenlipe

TRAINT:G PROG.:M FOR ATiiBOAL PLATOON

l, Purposc and Scopes This training program is a guide for the
preparation of training program and schedulas, and for conducting
individual and unit training of airboat platoons,

2. lethods of Instruction: Emphasis will be placed on practical
work ravher than theoretical instruction. Lect.res and conferences
will be used anly when practic.l training is not feasible, and then only
to brin; out points to be demonstrated and applied. The hours of in-
struction prescribed herein ars the minimm roquired, Individuval and unit
proficiency can be attained only by additional application of indie
vidual and oraw treining excercises, Every opportunity should be used
to conduot concurrent training for allboat crew members not tactically
engcagad in the principal subjuct scheduled; for uxample, maintonance,
weapons training, and other similar training,

3. Suportision and Retraining: Training deficiencies and areas
requiring additional emphasis will be uncovered during tho lottor sta;.s
of the iraining and during oporstions, i1l commanders should be on the
alert to detormine those areas and conduct retreining as ncedcd,

L. Program of Instruction:

a. Phase 1, Individual Training (16 hcurs)

INSTRUCLION STBJLCIS FOR IFTESRATION
PRSS 4. 5D HCTRS . SCOPS OR CONCURREMT TRAINI.G
Oriantation 1l Introduction to the

coursy outline: advane
tagus, capabilitiocs,
limitations, and YOB
of Airboat Plat: VC
miming of woterways,

Safety 1 Leoture and demonstration

on the safety measures

that must be obs.rved.

Includo on/off landing
procodures, soating, the

use of life presurvere,
handling of woapon# amd
points of danger un the boats.

15-5-1
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TNSTRUCT..0H 3T ACIS FOR X 2GRATION z
PRISINTED HCRS. o>WPE OF _JINCUR.:SNT TRAINING

Oparaior k4 Before and afger operator

Maintanance maintenance, weakly maine

temance, proc.dures, and
boat recovery and hull

repair. 7
Decp Water L Starting and stopping. Aftor operat..n mainten~
Tng Mamuevering at all speeds ance, familiarization

startiic; with tho low spoeds., rides, embarking and de-

barld.!x_,.

Shallow Water L Demonstration of the capab-  Maintumance, obs.rvation,
Tng 1lities, limitations amd ex~ dry firlug, and stowage

plamation of the correct of equipment,

procedures for obstacle
orossing. Practical exorcise
to develop sidll and coafidence.

Commander's time 4 To be used at the discretion
of the commander.

b, Phase II, Unit Training (23 hours):

Pormt .ons 3 Arm and hand einals usods Communications, maint-
explanation, demonstration enance, obsarvation, dry
and practiccl ezercise using firing and airboat recovery.
the fila, colwm, line amd
echelon formations,

Iive Fire 2 Live fire of indiviiual and Care and cleaning of
Exorclses orew-servau woapons under individual and craow-
varyin; conditions of boat s.rved weapons, '
mCdﬁo }
Scouting and 4 Cambat and raconnaissance Formstions, commnioa= 4
Patralling patrolling to include oon- tions, reporting and
duct of boate during on- navigation, .

shore search operations
Security Opns 2 Principles and techniques Route scleotion, fields
employoed by individual of fire, commnications.

bogts and platoons ia sco- obs rwmtion and reporting
urity missioos,

15+5-@
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INST..UCLION

PRESINTED HOURS

Pursuit Opns 2

Raid Op.® L

Transport Opns 1

Other Opns 1

Immediatc Action 4
Drills

CoNIFILen TN
SUBJECTS FOR IWTZCGRATION

SCoPs QR CONCUZRE T TRAINING

Conduct of the Lovsuit of Duties of Y..lividual
parsonnel afoot and of sam- crawman e

panss cctions taken on ~be

counter, fire control and

search vrocedures,

Explanatior mnd practic:l All provious subjects,
exercise usiiy the airboat

to achieve surprise in tho

raid,

Yoving personnel and equip= Loading and first aid,
ment; evacuation of casualtios,

crew served woapons and trans-

port &€ reservos,

Use of the airboat as a sloeper, All previous
in the erdush and other ine subjocts,
novations,

Practice of the individualace'" All previous subjacts.
tions requirec under various

conditions such as in an ambush

or reveivi -~ sniper fire unt”’

these adticns besche second uaturc,

o, Phase I1I, Combat Opera*tiocus:

The lengta of time for vais chase of traiming will ddppend on
when tho chiof instructor fesls his olass is properly propared for full tr.o-
t1cal usc. This phase in comtunted under the surveills ncu of Special Forcus
personnel, Live targots are sulooted so that the intcasity of coabit aotious
will inoroase with the skill of the crew,

- M’ .
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MATMLSNANCE PRO.:RAM

1, Personnel: Four Philipino aircraft mechanics have baen acquired by
the 2CCI to provide maintenance for the cirboats, These personnel
should perform 2nd and 3rd echelon raintenance on 8ite or =t thelr fac~
ility. Facilitics sho:id be located at the following locations with
personiel ag idic-ted:

Moc Hoa 2
Chan Doc 1
Heip Hoa 1L

(There arc presently three of tlicse persounel at Can Tho and one at Can
Ranh bay receiving i strucvicons aboard thu maintencnce s ip Corpus Christi
Bay)e

2, Support: First echelon maiontznance amd soue second echelon
should be parformed by the user in ccapliance with the manuale provided
with the boats, %The majority of seccad echelon maintenance and all third
echelon should be performed by the tech reps only. All fourth and fifth
achclon maiatenance will be evacuated to the LSC at tha Trans for further
shipment to the Corpus Christi Bay loca%cd at Cam Ranh Bay., Cannibali-
sation of any of the nuwvly received Boats or their provided sparo parts
is foruidien. Item fo. item replacement or major assembly changes only
will bc made in the ficld. Unscrviceable assemblies will. be roturnad.to
LSC Nha Trang when ever possible. Scparate A Devachments will be satellitod
on the clusest location for maintenaace support.

3. FParts: Airboats should arrive with a mamufagcturer's prescribod
load of parts. These parts should include replacement engine assemblies,
Parts will be gathered at place of delivery and major assemblies returned
to the respective C Detachment S-h, A listing of all parts received will
ba provided LSC so thit a back up of all required items my be placed on
requisition immediately, If parts are received in scparate containers a
break out will®o made in accordance with beat densities by Corps areas

ks Alternate Plan: Toch reps remain at C Lstachments and perform
similar to a cointtact teem, All parts and the mecoanics provide necossary
support on an "on call" basis to the dotachments having boats within thd
Corps arut,

15-6-1
Annox #6 to Inclosur: #15 to C.oratinnal Report for Guarterly period unding
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TECRET

HEADQUARTERS
STH SPECIAL FORCES GROUP (AIRBCRNE), 1ST SF
AiFO SN FR.MCISCO 96240

AVGB- 18 Novermber 1966
SURJECT: Combat Operaticn After Action Report

1, NAME LMD TY:E OPER.TION: (Task Ferce 777) Guerrilla Type warfare
against VC base areas and routes of communicztion. This operation was
later renamed Blackjack 21.

2. DATES OF OPERATION: Plaming - 1-10 Sep 66
Preparation and 10 Sep - 9 Oct 66
Pre~deployment
training.
Execution 9 Oct - 9 Nov 66

3, LOCATION: 2.TH DTA, AO Bounded by YA715999 - 580700 - YA 999999
Yi 999700,

4., CONTROL OR COMMANDING HQ: HQ 5th Special Forces Gp (.tn) 1st SF,

5. REPORTIKG OFFICER: Captain James A, Fenlon, 091812, Infantry,
Task Force Commander;

6. TASK ORGANIZ!TION: |

USSF 15
i F 7717 ‘ CIDG 249
. §
' ———
000 o
— |
i \ RECON ‘
: \ !
2 | P S!

Inclosure #16 to Operatiomal Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 Jenuary 1967.
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7. SUPPORTING FORCES: No ground forces. Air Strike via USAF forward
air contoller. Reaction time 25 minutes, (IMMEDIATE). 95% Target coverage,
Date of air strike 05 1630 Nov 66.

8. INTELLIGENCE: /fgencies included Det C-2, 5th SFG, Pleiku; Come
bined Intelligence Center, Saigon; Det C-5, 5th SFGA, Ho Ngoc Toa; HQ,
5th SFGA, Nha Trang. Sources were agert.reports.and .after action.reporte
from USSF "A" Detachments at Polei Kleng, Plei Djereng, and Due Co, It
was believed that the operational area contained numerous way stations,
cache sites, base areas, and infiltration routes. (See Annex A, Intell-
igence Overlay). '

a, NVA troops were encountered, though firm unit identification
was not made. No documents were captured. It is believed that the NVA were
members of the §30th NVA division. One prisoner claimed to be a member of
an infiltration group but refused to give unit identification. Contacts
were made with NVA units of platoon size, 4in infiltration route was dis-
covered at YA 712853, Two well-used company sized bivouac sites were
located within 800 meters of the trail at this location,

b. The terrain in the A0 was mcuntainous, reaching heights of
1000 meters. Most vegetation was two canopy primary jungle, Vegetation
on slopes terded to be thicker than on the ridgelines and valley floor.
Secondary vegetation on the valley floor consisted of bamboo, black palm,
and vines, Rice fields which were untended foar two or more seasons were
covered with dense vines, Movement was most difficult through these areas.
Foot movement on the valley floor was not exceptionally difficult with the
exception of untended rice fields. A company size unit could expect te
average 1000-1300 meters jeor hour on the valley floor, but movement on
ridge lines and cross compartments would be limited to 3-4 KM per day
(Straight line distance). Observation was limited to 15-25 meters in
» Jungle, with exception of river banks. Visibility up and down water-
courses was good, Overgrowth on banks of streams and rivers were minimal,
Trails east of Dak Hodrai River are old and apparently seldom used., Trails
west of Dak Hodrai River are well used and capable of supporting carts,
Weather was dry during period of operation. Rivers and streams were falling.,

9. MISSION: To infiltrate into the area of operations and conduct
border surveillance, interdiction of infiltration routes, and comiuct
guerrilla type operations against known VC installations.. Infiltration,
reconnaissance, operations, and c¢xfiltration were to be exeocuted clandestin-

ely.

10, CONCEPT OF OPERATION: Organize a Task Force using CIDG resources
from the Detachment C-2 reaction (Mike) Force, Conduct pre-mission train~
ing designed to familiarize the CIDG force with US tactics such as raids,
ambushes, mining and sniping. Organize a modified U.S. Special Forces "A"
detachment for the purpose of operating within enemy controlled areas for
extended periods of time, Communications and resupply to be conducted
in a clandestine mammer. The infiltration was planned as a long range

16~
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overland move over difficult terrain in order to introduce the task
force into the Area of Operations without being detected. A series
of temperary operating bases was to be established in order to re-

celve resupply drops ard provide a base from which the Recon Platoon
was to opsrate in locating suitable targets. Duration of the operation
was determined by degree of success achicved. The operation was
intended as & pilot project to determine the feasibility of developing
a UW force on 2 permanent basis for employment in all CTZ's, Emergency
exfiltration, reinforcement, and medevac werc not to be made available
to the UW force.

11, EXECUTION: Plan was developed during the period 1 Sep to 10 Sep.
On 10 Sep the USSF assigned to the task force assembled at Det C-2,
Pleiku, ciad began preparing for the mission, The first fivwe days were
devoted to intelligence collection from available agencies, determination
of logistical requirements, and reorganization of the CIDG company selected
for the operation., The period 14 Sep to 10 Oct was devoted to training
the CIUG troops, visual reconnaissance of the operational area, and inte-
gration of intelligance into the plan as it became available. Training
actually conducted is listed in Annex D, Training Schedule. On 9 October
the task force was airlifted to the Special Forces Camp at Plei Djereng,
on the southeast corner of the operational area, For the next two days
the Recon Platoon searched for a crossing site on the Ya Krong Bolah River.
The river was unfordable west of vertical gridline YA 85. An intelligence
buildup took place during the period 1-10 Oct indicating heavy infil-
tration into the southern portion of the A0 by the 630th NVi Division, It
was decided to infiltrate over a different route, amd on 13 Oct 66 the Task
Force was airlifted to Camp Polei Kleng in the northeast cormer of the AO,
Infiltration began at 1500 hours that day with the infiltration ~f tie
Recon Platoon, The main body infiltrated at OLOO hours the following day.,
For route see Annex B, Situation Map,

a. The infiltration phase lasted from 13 Oct to 25 Oct. On 20
Oct a five day resupply drop was received, On 25 and 26 Oct additional re-
supply drops were taken., Target recon was initiated on 26 Oct.

b, On 27 Oct one VMC was killed in an ambush set by the recon
platoon., One US carbine was captured.

c. On 29 Oct another WMC was killed from ambush,

de On 31 Oct another VMC was killed from ambush, One K/\R 98
Mauser was captured.

e, On 1 November one VC was probably KIA by an M-18 (Claymore)
booby trap left in position on the trail where contact was made the previous
day. A recon patrol, investigating the detonation, found the booby trap
had been t-ivped, / large pool of blood wes found on the ground and blood
was spittered on trees and bushes in the impact arer ~* '°  ~laymore,
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f. On 2, 3 and 4 November, target recon was performed east of
the Dak Hodrai River with negative results,

g. At 050430 Nov the main body crossed the Dek Hodrai River to
the west. Two squad size nmbushes were positioned on a main, well-used
trail 200 meters west of the river, The trail, capable of supporting
small carts, runs generally northeast by southwest (sece annex 4, Intelle
igence Overlay). At 0820 hours, 5 November, three NVA were killed
while moving Southwest on the trail, They were transporting 100 newly
manufactured hand grenades packaged in tin boxes, which were captured and
destroyed, All three NVA were pushing bicycles. The three bicycles
were left on the trail and booby trapped with C-4 and claymore mines,

At 1600 hours the same day a detonation was heard from the site of the
booby trap. The detonation was not investigated,

h, One squad of CIDG with one USASF remeined at the site of
the first ambush, The main body moved 800 meters southwest between the
trail and the river., (See ammex B, Situation Map), and established an
area ambush at network of secondary trails, At 1330 hours one NVA wearing
green fatigues, carrying an /iK-47 assault rifle, was killed by this ambush,
The NVA soldier was moving in a northeasterly direction when ambushed.
He was leading additional NV. soldiers who escaped. The unit is estimated
as squad size,

i. The stay-behind ambush was called forward at 1345 hours.
They moved for 12 minutes following the route of the main body when they
encountered an estimated 20 « 30 NVA moving from the northwest. The
first two CIDG were killed by automatic weapons fire from NVA. The USASF
and remaining CIDG were pinned down by a beavy volume of autamatic weapons
fire., The NVA immediately began to flank the CIDG and comtinued to hold
the Iriendly force for a period of 45 minutes. A light machinegun of the
Czech BRNO or British Bren type, with a crew of three men, was located
a distance of 10 meters from the USASF, SFC Head, SFC Head heard noises
of digging and chopping all around him, and the NVA appeared to be
signalling to one another using animal imitations, No wvoice commands
were heard, however a whistle was heard once. SFC Head believes that
additional enemy troops were moving into the area during the 45 minute
period that he was pinned down.

J. A4 relief force consisting of the Recon Platoon and one rifle
platoon was dispatr.hed to relieve the pressure on the isclated element
and extract them from the site of the engagement, Ths vegetation in this
area was extremely thick, limiting viaibility to 4 - 8 meters. SFC Head
decided to attempt to break contact on his own, He threw throe frag-
mentation gremades, one CN grenade, =nd fired several bursts from his M-16
at the IMG crew and made a run for the river to his left, a distance of
about 150 meters. At this location he linked up with the Recon Platoon
ard retuwrned with them to the main body. An immediate airstrike was called
in on the enemy position, It was my opinion that we had made contact
with an NV4/VC unit of at least company size, which was probing us with
recon patrols to determine our exact location. Under the cover of the
airstrike, which was highly accurate, the entire farce began to recross

the river,
16-4
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k. As the first clements crossed the river, SFC Hancock, the
USASF medic assigned to the 1lst Platoon, observed several NV.. croesing
the river 200 meters to the northwest., SFC Roderick and SFC Young moved
up the river bank and engaged the NV with their M=-16's, killing five,
SFC Rodorick was using a telescoplc sight with his weapon,

1. The main body finished crossing the river at 1720 hours, 5
November. We moved 1200 meters to the southeast, dug in a tight perimeter
and held this position until 0600 hours the next day, at which time we
received our final resupply drop. A platoon size ambush returned to the
river and waited for 48 houss with no results,

m, The task force was extracted on 09 November by helicopter.
This terminated the operation.

12, RESULTS:
a, Enemy Losses:

VMC/VC - KIA: 3
CIa: O
WIA: 1 (probable)

NVAL = KIA: 12
KBA: 20 - 30 (estimate)
C1i: 1 (Died in captivity)

Weapons captured:

US carbine (1)

KAR 98 Mauser (1)

ALK, =50 (1)

Hand grenade, offensive (100)

b. Friendly losses:

USSF - KIA: O CIDG = KIA: 2
WIL: O WIA: 1
MIA: O MIA: O
Weapons lost:

US Carbine, M-l (2)

Ce R.'um dmp'l
Total drops attempted: 5
Total drops received: 5
Total bundles dropped: 88

Total bundles received: 86
£ Recovery: 97.7%
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13, ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: Resupply was accomplished using fi-1-E
aircraft. Supplies were packed in sandbags in man portable loads of 25
l1bs, The sandbags were packed in standard napalm containers and were
drop-ed using T-7-A cargo parachutes, Class I items were pre-packed by
the US members of the task farce prior to infiltration, Class II and
V items were pre-stocked but not prepacked. A bundle code was designed
for Class V items, All resupply drops were made at an altitude of 50
to 150 feet, Dummy passes were made elsewhere in the 40 to deceive VC
elements as to exact location and the nature of the mission. Ajircraft
were guided to the drop zome by voice command from the ground. A single
flashlight was used to aid the aircraft in locating the drop zone;

a, The basic weapon carried by the CIDG was the US carbine,
Mortars were not carried., Twenty-one M-16's were issued, replacing half
the B\R's; Five M~60 machine guns were taken to replace the cal.30
IMG, Total of 20 M-79 4Omn grenade launchers were taken, A basic issue
of two fragmentation grenades was made to cach individual, Forty-eight
M-18 (Claymore) mines were taken. Sixteen CN grenades were carried,

b. Medevac by helicop’er was not available, A surgeon and
four USASF medics provided all medical support to the Task Force.

¢, Primary means of coammunications within the Task Force was
made by AN/PRC-25 and HT-1 radios. (See annex G, Communications).

1), SPECLiL DQUIPMENT AND TECHNIQUES: The FAC which brought in owr
airstrike was guided into the target area by voice, Once the impact
area was determined, the FAC controlled the airstrike,

a, The carbine was ineffective and unsatisfactory. On two
occasions NVA/VMC were wounded by carbine rounds but managed to escape
from the vicinity of the ambush and hed to be followed by US persamnel
who killed tham wdth the M-16, One NVA had been shot twice in the
stamach and once in the thigh, yet he managed to move into the jurgle
for a distance of 100 meters before he was caught. He was still moving
when appreherded, Cannister ammunition for the M-79 was available in
limited -uantity. The 20 round magasine for the M-16 is unsatisfactory.
The rate of fire of this weapon on full automatic is too.fast for the
standard zagasines,

b, The telcscopic sight (non-military type) for the M-16 was
highly effective,

c. The M-18 (Claymore) was invaluable. If the Task Force had
been able to launch a company-sise ambush, the claymore would have been
even more sffective, (They were intended for this purpose).

d., Hasty river crossings were made using 120 foot lengths of
nylon climbing rope. Since the Montagnards who ocomprised the CIDG force
could not sdm, and were burdendd with 30 -~ 40 1bs rucksacks and weapons,
ths rope was highly effective in reducing equipment losses and minimising
time required to make a river crossing.

16-6
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e. US type Long Range Patrol rations should be procured and
pre-stocked prior to infiltration., The indigenous ration is absolutely
unsatisfactory for an extended operation of this type. /in 2dequate diet

is essential for the moralec and nutrition of all personnel., /i recommended
five days ration is shown below:

FOR US Personnel FOR CIDG
5 US type LRP rations 8 indigenous LRP's
5 C-ration meals complete 2 US C-rations
5 extra coffee packets 5 cans (meat or fish)
5 extra cream packets Candy
5 extra cocoa packets Cigarettes
5 extra sugar packets 10 heat tablets
Candy (hard or chocolate)
Cigarettes

10 heat tablets

The above items should be packed in o single sandbag for rapid
dissemination to troops and radid evacuntion of the DZ areas

f. If no medevac is available, the morale of all troops is
adversely affected, especially after the first casualties have been sus-
tained and are seen by other troops. There is a definite decline in
aggressiveness which could hamper the effectiveness of the unit, there-
fore medevac by helicopter should be provided, Medevac by helicopter need
not necessarily compromise the UW force, The fact that some opposing force
is present in the area is already known to the enemy as a result of the
contact which caused the casualties. iAn effcctive cover can be established
by performing low-level overflights prior to and during the operation or
a random basis. In dense jungle it is difficult to determine exactly what
an aircraft is doing due to the lack of visibility and muffling effect
on all noises,

8. The organization of the UW force should be modified. The
group which makes the initial penetration should consist of nc more than
170 personnel, A rccommended TOXE is enclosed as annex E.

h., Medical. See ..nrnex H, Medical.

i. Communications, See innex p, Signal,

J. Classes should be given to the US members of the operstion
by Lir Forco Foward iir Controllers on techniques of requesting and direct-
ing airstrikea., Instruction on capebilities, limitations, and roquesting
Arc Light Strikes should alsc be schedulced,

ke A good quality comers (s) such as a Petrie 7s or canon, with
telcscopic lens, should be provided, Penn EE is unsatisfactory.

16-7
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15, COMMANDER'S ANALYSIS: The stay-time in the operational area
was too short, In my opinion we only scratched the surface, This type
operation has greater potential than the results indicate. The VC/NVA we
encountered in the area were using trails for all their movements, Most
of cur kills resulted from ambushes which werc emplaced on trail networks,
Security practiced by the VC/NVA forces in the operational area was lax,
They evidently felt quite safe,

a; Clandestine resupply over an extended period of time is
possible,

b, A successful infiltration overland can be mnde if trails are
avoided and difficult terrain is selected for the routes 1 am convinced
the enamy within the /0 did not know we were present until we initiated
our ambushes, Though we had killed three VMC priar to the action of 05
November, the troops we encountered on that day gave no indication of
awareness that a sizable force was in the area,

16, RECOMENDATIONS:

a. Replace the US carbine with the M-16 rifle. I consider
this essential,

b. Provide each platoon sized element with some type of silamt
weapan, When operating deep in enemy controlled territory, the noise of
a fire fight compromises the location of the friendly forces, Couriers
and other individuals moving along through the area could be dispatched
without compromising the friendly unit's location and the ambush could be
maintained for a longer period of time, I recoammend a weapon similar to the
AR-7, with silencer, (Air Force Survival Rifle) for the following reasons:

(1) It fires high velocity 5.5mm ammunition, A single hit
with this type ammo increases probability of a first round kill, or at least
should inflict a wound of sufficient severity to prevent the victim from

escaping.
(2) The ammunition is identical for the N-16,

(3) The size and weight are suitable for use by Vietnamese,
and US personnal, The weapun should be oquipped with a telescopic sight.

¢. i long range recon patrol (such as Delta, Sigma, Omega, Recondo)
should perform a recon miasion in the A0 20 ~ 30 days prior to infiltretion,
This would enabla the UW force to base their planning on intelligence
rather than information, In addition the more lucrative targets could be
selected for attack and minimum amount of time would have to be spent con-
ducting reconnaissance by the UW force, which may or may not produce results,

d. The CIDG should be smubjected to mychological motivation

indoctrination prior to infiltration which will propare them mantally to
remain in the operational arca for a period in excess of & days,

16-8
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(1) Squad leaders (CIDG) should have special classes on troop
leading, including simplified squad tactics, These classes chould in=-
clude practical exercises, initially with the only members participating
being the squad leaders and assistant squad leaders, Offensive battle drill,
employing basic fire ard mneuver techniques should be given emphasis,
Leadership position should be rotated among all participants during NCO
training. Training should be based on simplicity and aggressiveness, and
the majority should be parade ground type instruction, where the soldiers
can see clearly what is taking place.

(2) To insure that simplicity is achered to a singlc reaction or
maneuver to a situation should be taught, /i nmultitude of reactions amd
complicated maneuvers will only confuse the soldier and squad leader, It
would be far better to have the second best maneuver constantly well ex-
ecuted than spend valuable time searching for the perfect solution to every
situation., Simplicity, repetition, and comprehension ~re the keys to
effective training of the CIDG at amall unit tactics. Once squad lecders
and assistant squad leaders have mstered the technique of fire and maneuver
the entire squad should be trained, with organic leaders filling their
uswal positicns and assisting in the instruction, A recommended weekly
schedule is listed below,

(7) Squad formntions - 1 hour blackboard illustrations, lecture,
1 hous practical work open terrain
1 hour practical work thickly vegetated
terrain,

(b) Fire and Maneuver - 1 hour blackboard illustrations,
lecture,
3 hours practical work, open terrain,
3 hours practical work thick vegetated
terrain,

This instructi on is not to be given once and forgotten about,
it should be given every week that the unit is in garrison, until they can
do it in their sleep,

e, A Starlight scope should be issued to each platoon,

f. One 30 round magazime for each M-16 should be issued. The ambush
is the moat successful tactic the UW force can employ. in increase of
fire-power of 50% can te realigsed by adding 8-10 rounds to the magaszine.
In most cases the entire ambush could be axecuted without changing
magagzines, Twenty rounds just goes too fast.

f. N-79 ammunition should consist of 50% cannister and 50% HE,
The nature of terrain and type operation dictates thnt close combat (10-20
meters) will be the rule rather than the axception. Anti-personnel rounds
are sssential for ambushes,

/t/ JIMES A. FENLON
Captein, Infantry
Commanding
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ContidenTial
Copy Mt
Sth SF G5 TABRT—

ha Trarg, RVN
182045 Sep 66
Vs 7

AFT X A (Intel) to OPORD IOOKER II Mo

Reference: lap 1:250,000, ATTOPIU, LAOS, JOG (C) 1501 D L48-8; LAOS, VISTNAM
and CAMBODIL, lap serios L4701L, 1:50,000, map sheets 653711,11,
65361,BVy 6L3711,1, €u36l.

1. (C) SR oF Ay SiTuaTIon

a, appendix 1, sitnation ovorlay.

b. NV) forces continue to infiltrate through the PLII [RAP V.LLIT fram
CAI:BODIA into SOUCK VIST AM over iwo known crossing poiats locaied atr
YA53263L and YA601813. Thasa forces use way statiqus located in the
vicinity of YA75959h. TA902719 and ‘A9337h2. Thesc woy swations
are used as rost arcas, as a clanging of guides location, and as &
pick up point for amall amus and ammnition, 1hwore is a large lo-
gistical arca bounded by coordimates YAL6S5815, Yalk925LB, Lih91€12,
and YASL3700. Stor go arsas located in the vicinity of YA338576
and YA76751L receivo their sup.lics from the large logistical ared
Just discuesed. The enemy is kaown to maiatain one camnicztion
liaison station located iin viciadty YAS51636.

2. (C) 3EI”..D OJH.T INTIDLIGLICE REQUIRRMIIN'S
a. &BI,

(1) inat is the location, disposition, strenzth, armuront and intche
tions of VC and (VA forces in ‘lesterm OWIUM PROVINCI?

(2) ‘here are tha infiltration rout:s used by enumy foreces and what
are the capabilitias of tho routes?

(3) *hat is the orgaiszational struciure, ccpabilitics, and vulnar=
abilities, .future plons and parsomalities of the VC Jolitic 1 and iilitary Do
frastructure?

(L) What meaps of transportztion do the VG and NVA uso for heavy weap-
ons and equipment?

(S) Where zre VC and NVA unite possessing wortars and artilllry lucawed?

(6) ‘dat socurity proocduris are usod by the VC and NVA Forcos durlwy
novensnt amd rest periods?

Annex A, to Inclosure #16, for Quarterly Report Pariod anding
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b. Other Intelliz.nce Requirementss:

(1) W1l the enemy coutimie to use iafiltration routes afte: inter=-
19 diction begins and the routes are conpromised?

(2) Wil the enay avoid contact?

(3) Will the enemy atte.pt to deiend wyy staiions, lojistical are-s,
or villages?

(4) Vhat are the enamy counterintelligence capabilitios in thu arcn
of operations?

(5) What is che probable snamy counturiatelligence reaction ~ftcr
friendly troops entor the oparctiond area?

3. (C) ORDERS AND REQUISIS FOR INFORMATION
a, Ordors to subordinate and attached units,
(1) Dotachmont C-2, PLIIXU, (Raport as obtaiued)
(a) Infiltratioa routes.

(b) hmber, size, composition, time and direction of enemy
activity obsorvud in or noar the urva of oporations,

(c). Locatioa and sise of fortifiod are s, and tronch nctwork
to includo faxholes and in positions,

(2) LOOth RRU:
411 SPAR Repcrts from the arce of uperatioii.

b. Requusts to highor, adjacent and covperating unita,
(1) IFRCIV is requosted to provide informtion as obtal ed, of =
(a) Photo covarage,
(b) Red Hase coverage.
(e) SLAR covorage.
(d) Interrogation reports,
{e) Translatec captured documents,
(2) JTiC is requosted to provide inforuatio:, as cbtained, of =
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(a) All agent reports concernin, border area activity,
(b) Counterintellizence capcbilitias of s.emy forcos,
L. (C) MISCELLAMEOUS

as Instructions for oxfiltration of VI P¥s will be requosted subseque..t
to capture,

Py

be All captured document and materdal wvill be reported to tids liendquariers
foxr determmination of roleasey

¢. Uotachment C-2, PLEIXU, will coordi'cte.ine reyees t ludicatod in
paragranh 3b and forward information obtalsed to tudls hexd uzrters,

d, Fkihps will be provided by this headquartcrs vpon recuipt of ruguest,
Acknowladge.

KELLY
CoL

Aprendixes: le-- Situation Overhy
Distribution: Svecial
OFFICIAL:

CHING
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PROGRAM OF INSTRUCTION

SUBJECT HOURS
Medical Training 3
Ambushes 16
Raids 16

Recomaissance Patrolling 8

Land Navigation g
firbarne Operatiors 8
Communications 4
Range Firing 18
P?qsical Praining 1%
~ Language Treining 24

TOTNL 265 tours

SCOPE

Basic first nid, life saving techniquer,
improvised litters, treatment of gunshot
wounds, bandaging and eplinting, malari-
prophylaxis, MEDEVAC techniques,

Sqd/Plt organ for ambushes, preparaticn,
site selection, demolition and booby trip~
ping technigues, employment of M-18 (Clay~
more mine), sterilization of battlefiel?,
fields of fire, practicsl exercise,

Orgn for raid, plarning, rehearsal, use of
mock-ups, occupction of mission suppert
sites, target recon, security forces,
routes of withdrawel, actions on the

‘objective, practical exercise,

River crossings, immediate action drills,
formations, size of patrols, composition,
combat intelligence collection, surveill-
ance techniques, route selection, signs
of enemy activity, rally points, practical
exercise,
Map and aerial photograph reading UTH
grid system, intersection and resection,
use of lensatic compass, night navigatiom
techniques, practical exercise,
Marking LZ and DZ, security of DZ, re-
covery techniques, sterilization of LZ
ané DZ, selection of 1Z and DZ, use cof
bundle code, pmactical exercise,
Functioning and capebilitizs of FRZ/25
field expedient FM antemmas, HT-l, trouble
shooting, maintenance of PRC/25 and WE-1,
use of Diana Crypto system, message
writing, use c¢f the trigrapgh, functi-ring
of AN/PRC=64, antenna thsory, 2ite eelm‘hw
ion; practmal exsrcise,
eroing weapoas, night firirs, immedicte
action, mogadine chauging drili, firing
positims, range estimation, target de-
tectian,
Endurance runs. cross counntry, forcad
marchkes
Vocabulary, often used ph» ases, practical
work.
Tactical exercise, including infiliratiom,
veconnaisaance, combat operntions, airberme

- resupply

innex C tc Inclosure #16 to Operatj.onal Repox't fur Quarterly Perlod Ending

31 Jarmary 1967
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Recommended TO:E for a UW Force

] 1
| UW CampinY ;
. ;
i
000 obo
‘ ™~ /A7 ' RECON i
| |
B >0 !
d | 31 CIDG
s N
40 CIDG
(PSR PL..TOON)
USSF FPERSONNEL
RANK POSITION
CAPT Commanding Officer
MSG E8 Cpns Sgt
SFC E7 Platoon Leader
SFC E7 Platoon Leader
SFC E7 Platoon Leader
SFC E7 Platoon Leader (Recon)
SFC 77 Medical Specialist
85G Eb Medical Specialist
3FC BY Communications Specialist
SSG Eb Commmications Speciali-t

Armex D to Inclosure #16, to Operational Report ior Quarterly Period Fiding
31 Jauary 1967
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Operntional Report for Quarterly Period Ending
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ITRY AMOUNT REQUESTED AMOUNT ISSUED
US LRRP Ration 850 ea None - 48 cases

of C Rations

substituted
Canned Mackeral/Sardines 15,000 None
Fuel, compressed, trioxane, ration heat 6,000 boxes 5,000
Compass, Lensatic 48 k1
Indigenous Rucksack 120 120
Lightweight Fonchos 17 17
Knife, K-bar 8 AF Survival 7
Hatchet, lightweight 8 None
Canteen, plastic with cover 10 10
Tencho liner 10 10
IR belt w/harness 6 6 i
Belt, pistol w/harness ) 6
SIGNAL ;
AN/PRC-64 L I ‘
AN/PRC~25 2 2 H
HT-1 16 same freq 16 i
Wrist watch, man's 15 15 i
Flashlight 16 16 4
Jamera, I’enn ee 2 2 4
Czmera, Minolta w/telephoto lens 2 none v
Binoculars 7x35 b b ?
BA-30 1200 1200 1
Bi~-386 L0 L8 i
HT~1 /ntennae 15 none :
URC-10 L L !
URC~10 batteries L 4 f
ORD §-
¢i1, small can, wpn lub 17 17
Brushes, cleaning 16 16
Rod, cleaning 15 0
Patches, cleaning 500 500
M-16 .magazines 220 150

Amnex E to Inclosure #16 to Uperational Report for Quarterly Pariod Ending
31 January 1967
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ITEM

ORD (continued)

Small file, metal
Magazine, carbine
Magazine, BAR

Claymore, M-18
¥-79 Launchers

Telescopic sight, M-16

Light, anti~tank wpn, (LAW) M=72
ball, carbine, cal ,30
ball, M=l cal,30 in ctns
ball, m, 7-62 linked

Cartridge,
Cartridge,
Cartridge,
Cartridge,
Cartridge,
Cartridge,
Cartridge,

ProjJectile, grenade, 4Omm, M-79 HE
Cartridge, crimped, 5.56 mm

ball, 5,56mm

tracer, carbine, ¢al,30
tracer, M-1 cal,30

tracer, 5,56m

Grenade, hand,
Grenade, hand,
Grenade, hand,
Grenade, Hand,
Grenade, hand,
Grenade, rifle, WP

Flare, cluster, red, hand held
Flars, cluster, green, hand held
Flare, cluster, white, hand held
Flare, parachute, white, hand held

ENGINEER

frag, M-26
we

amoke, yellow

HC, white

CN, irritant

Demo,block, C-4, 2% 1b

Prima Cord

Fuge, lighter, waterproof
Fuze, time, blasting

Cep, blasting, non-electric

Cap, blasting, electric

Crimpers

Machine, blasting, 10 cap capacity

AMOUNT STED /\MOUNT ISSUED
1l none
500 500
100 10
100 9
6 6
L L
48 L8
175,000 43,200
14,000 14,000
8,000 6,000
18,000 18,000
10,000 10,000
3,000 3,000
2,000 2,000
4,800 L,104
100 none
1,500 1,02
100 384
100 32
100 none
48 48
2, b1 4
2l 36
2 36
2l 36
L8 36
200 9%
2 rolls 2 rolls
100 None
2 rolls 2 rolls
100 100
100 50
12 pr 4
2 ca None
16~E=2
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ITEM
MEDICAL

Morphine

Albumin

Tetracycline
Penicillin (Bicillin )
Foot powder

Insect repellent
Nonavitamin

Dextro Amphitamin
Opthalmic ointment

a., Tetracain
b. Teramycin
Aspirin
Donatol

Instrument set, minor surgery
Bandages, absorbent, med

small
large
Suture, 00 black silk
Suture 000 black silk
Needles, suture, curved size 3
size 6
size 20
Tourniquets, non-pneumatic
Adrways, adults

Syringe, disposable, bcc
Cold tablets

AMOUNT REQUESTED

50 boxes
30 cans
20 btls
8 boxes
10 boxes
LOO btls
4 boxes
34 btls

3 btls
3 btls
4 sets

300

=
(@]

= 8 B B¥8Y

30 btls

16~E~3

mn

AMOUNT ISSUED

50 boxes
30 cans
5 btls

8 boxes

10 boxes
LO0 btls
1 box
2, btls

none
none
3 btls

3 btls
2 sets

5 8

B.Tr B B BBY
g

&
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ITEM
MEDICAL (continued)

Xylocaine, 1%

Needles, 18cc

Cepacol

Polymagma tab

Benzylkonium chloride in pkg of 3's
Iodine tablets

Leach repellent

Bacitracit ointment

Mycolog

Undelycenic acid

Pragmatar comp

Dap sone

Chloroquin Primaquin

Eugunol

Cotton

Band aids, box of 100

Alcohol, quart cans
Prescription bottles, 2 oz, 72's
Surgical knife blades 15's

10t's

hdhesive tape, rolls
Flastic bandages, 3"
Phisohex, plastic btl
Thorazine, injection
Petrolatum guaze
Water for injJection

AMOUNT RBEQUESTED

3 btls
1 box
5 boxes
10 btls
16 pks
200 btls
200 btls
600 tu
10 tu
10 tu
2 jars
9 btls
1 btl
5 btls
1 box
2 boxes
10 cans
1 box
20 pks

X pks

20 rolls
5 boxes
17 btls
L pks
5 baxes
3 boxes

16-E~

"¢

AMOUNT ISSUED

btls
box
1 box
10 btls
16 pks
200 btls
none
none
3 tu
10 tu
2 jars
9 btls
1 btl
5 btls
1 box
20 baxes
10 cans
1 box
20 pks

A0

20 pks

2 rolls
5 boxes
2 btls
L pks
1 box
nonc

Frr——




AMOUNT ISSUED

Firing wire, insulated (commo wire) 500 ft 500 tt

Tape, cloth, adhesive 2 rolls none Wy

Repe, climbing, nylon 4 ea 120 ft lengths L

Suspension line 500 £t 500

Machete 50 ea 50

Scabbard, Machete 50 none

Luminous tape 1 roll 1 roll

Green tape 3 rolls 1 roll

Camouflage sticks 17 each none

Entrenching tool 22 each 22 each

Snap links 26 each 26
§
;s
j
i

l
16-E-5 :
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Cannnicabions botwesn TF 777 amd the base staticn operatud by Det C-2
at Pleiku, Vietnam were considered by the detachnent to be reliable with a
fow problem areas, Lhe primary means of cormmnication was the AWRC 6L,
tho mode O/, Base station used a T-368 and R=390. f1ll co.zmnicotions equip-
ment used was orgame to the 5th SPG, Coordinatior betwecn the dot-chaent
operators and the C-2 signal officur vha .ndo on 12 Sep ob, Coucept of
operation and lopistics meeds were discussed and arrangements made to augnent
the siznal equipment of the 2nd ii%e Force Compafly to provide the nccossary
signal support for the operation. In addition to organic equipwent it was
decided to provide 2 °RC/6L, 2 PRC 25's, and to changa tho frecuencics of
the Rf-1's to the II Corps A cmerygondy freque.cy. 7This vave ‘the detachment
2 PRC/6L availablo for rosupply purposes, 2 additic.al FRC/25's for iaterncd
US commnications, and put all HT-1l's on a II Corps froque.cy whio: is monitored
by all "A" campa, The first contact after the doparture of TF 777
was aade on 13 Oct 66, In genorzl communications were good. ixc.ptions to
this are discussed below.

1, Concopt of Operation, The siznal coacopt of operation was to use
the PRC/6L radic as the primary ueans of commnication with the PRC/25 and
HT-1's 28 intormal co.sunications. The PRC/25 would also double as the
dir/ground commnications meens. Luergency comwunicrtions consisied of the
URC-10 using the airground mayday frequency, 243 MC. SUI and froquecacies for
the oparation were provided by Det C-2. Two bdlind transmissions to the
dot..chment wore scheduled daily, onc at 1200 and a second at 1300 hours.

The detachment would coutact bzse as necossary. Later the 120 BIB was
chanzed to 0730 because during infiltration we were usually on the move, Ine
tornal communications consisted of 1 MRE-25 per ph toon, 1 with the 2nd Co
CO, 1 with the detachment CO and 1 with the recon platoon. ‘This provided .7
comaunications betweon all US clonents ior comand and control and provided
cach elewent, when Separatod from the wain body, & means of air/ground
comunications. Indigonous internal corumnications wes provided by the
HT-1's, IT-1's were arganic to all smucds of both 2nd Co and the recon
platoon, The crypto-systems werse in use by the det:chment, primnrily, the
Diana Crypto System uasing one-time pcds between the dotaclumnt and basce An
altermite means utjlised tho C-2 .wache Code and also sorved tho du.achment's
intormal system. ignal rosup)ly was prupacked ond allowod for sigml raine
tenance and a battdry change for i'f-1's and PRG/25's ovury five doys,

8. Use of Froquencies: Utilizin; the AN/PRO-SL, L channals werc awail-
able for the operation. d&ach channul used a differvat fruqucncy. Only 2 of
the assipgnod froquencies were of any usa to thu detacimont: the priary
channal 2 3540Kec and the altermato channol 3 5995Kc. Bach of tha akoiwels
was momitorud Yy a II Copps "B® dotachment with tho axcoption of chninal 2
shich wns :onitorod by C-2 and the "i" dutachmonmt located at Due Co which was
tu oparate a8 a relay station for TF 777, Uhaanels 1 and L woro unsuitable

Aux F, to Inclosure 16, to tho Quarturly Operetjenal Report criod ending
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for communications becnuse of frequency propagatioun and heavy QRM, Channcl
3 was used only once. Although triod oftun we were unable to rcisce the "B!
team assigaed to monitor this channel. On channel 2, which is tho C-2 Apacic
frequency and Group Guard fruquency, he vy Qf was encountered in the form
of SSB vcico stations, RIT and, most of cll a SOG admin note During the
period 13 Oct to 1 Nov numerous intoerforunce incidonts occurr.d as a SOG
station continued to transmit routinoc traffic after being i.formod we had
priority traffic to scnd. Tids prublum was resolved aftur C-2 cosrdiact.d
with 503,

3. Antennas: Little diificulty was uxpuricnced by the detociunont in

the erection of antennas in tho jungle or the s.lisction [ sitos, Ian all
cases, the anteana issuod with tho w8 used and foww to bec hi.uly rolicbl@.
Sites wore not selected as such but the innar perimc.ur of the TF wis nscd

a8 a site in overy instaice. The avuraju antemia heipht wos 12 feet with io
anterma oriented in tho general direction of the baso station. Ante..a lonzth
usod was tiat recamended by the manufacturer, Transmiss:.ons made fro. the
reversy slopes of luigh mountains, d.ep ;ulluys and large valleys were in all
cases successful. “ntennas vere orectod by placin; the center of the antenna
as high as possible above ground. 7This was accamplished by tying a string

to tho corba head and throwing it up into a true. then pulling the corba head
up to this heizht. [he ends ir re¢ then run out to the recommended longth for
the frequency in use.

L. Transmissio: Time: Thoe dutic.ment spent too muich time in the trans-
mission of mossages to bese stati-n, Avorace time on the air vas 35 mimi.cs.
This W@ due to lenzthy messages, poor frequenciss and operation traininge
Although in this case, it is felt, Radio virection Findiig Equipment was not
used against us, {ransmission tiwe must be kent to a minimum, Messages over
30 mimte groups were ia most cases sent at least twice, duc to the hoavy
traffic on channel 2 and the low powor of tho PRC-8L. Receiviag operators,
in many cases, gave the detachment rexdabilitiss of 1 and 2 and then were
unable to copy the message .without repeats, However, the detachment operator,
thinldng his signal ws very weak, would send all groups twioce, doubling his
time on the air., Duri.g the early stares of the operation, many messagas
were intorcepted by SOG station and "C" detuchment subordinnte stations
brealdng in duripng the transmission of detacumont mcssages., This was r:ct-
ified only after requesting the "C" detachment to tale the necessaiy action
to sut a stop to theso violations,

5. Bquipment: Four (L) different pleces of aignal oqu'pmeat wore usoed
during the oporation,

a. HRI-1's: The iiT-1 radioc wos vsed duri.g embusi:os cnd asiiort rocen
patrols. 1he sets were oparated by iudigunous operci.ors, Susuwdontions were
axcollent for distances up to 1 Xm, Towards the end of the opuratfens, mint-
snance prodblems were encountered in ta form of corroded antennn terwinals
and loose antenna connsctiony,

16-P=2
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b. AWPRC's: Theso werce usd primarily by US persomel and pro-
videl axcellent corrunications throusiout the operation. Maintemi.ice prob-
lens wore encounber(d becavse of mois.ure in the handsets .ne to contimunl
exposure tu rain dwin; movenent and the munber of river crossiags made by
the detachment.

¢. PEC/Eh:  The ~/PRC/&’. proved itself to be a hig.dy reliable
and officier’ radi., woll suived ror uhas i7pe operation, The only diificult;
oncountercd was £ nd o be in the battories orought in on tac resusply. Tie
container in whicl: th: batteries were placed landed in the river and, although
thay hid a Weterproe® cover, became wet., This occurred twice amd in both
cnge8 tho batteric: Listod appraximately 2 hours of receivi.g and less than
15 minut.s of transmitving,

d, URC-1J: The RC-1C was aot in use enoush to detersine its c¢»
abilit es or limitatiorc,

RICOMPE2NDATT JuiS:
1. Concept >f Oporations: ione,

2. Use of Frequencles: At lexst 2 vorkable froquencies should be avail-
able betwean the et:chment and che b-se station, Both fr:quencies nust be
as clear os possible and orc showld be proragated for day use and ene for
night use, The additicnal chanzels available should Lave two more workable
frequancies for d:y and night whici: would ba acnitored by a reley skatioa wet
up as clcsa to the operatiowmel area as possibla. It i1s also reccmncnded that
the AW/FRC-7L be iwide availah le 26 an additionl ‘commmicariom ncans. . The
PRC~T4 would provide a lage  ‘lcoction of frequencies amd a greater signal
outnut, however, it should b. sed oaly in emergencies or if commnications
cannct be made vitl. the AN PRC-6l. Both the wet-cell and dry-cell power
supplies should accompary the set, dach striker can carry 2 L[A-30's for the
dry~-cell powcr supply. Much ccordination will be necessary if frequencics
must be used that orc pavly in use by othor units. 7This coordination has
to be made priox to intitvation to provide reliable commmnicuations,

3. Antennas: Yon:,

4. Transmiscion Tinc: A simple format for sitreps, intell reports and
resupply requeste and coxfiimations would reduce message lenzth consideradblyy
Well trained receiving operators and accurate readabilities will also reduce
detachment transmitéing time.

5¢ Equipuent:

a. HI=l's: OQCareful meainte wnce chacks daily made by operators and
supervised by detachment commo person ¢l will reduc: probluus. A careful
cleaning of the antcinna and connections will take care of 90;; of the Hi-l

problems,
SECRET
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b, PRC-25: Striker. corrying the PRC-25 ahould bc made 1o pre- ;
tect the handset fram moisture and to kozp it covercd cusliy river crossinz
oporatiuns. A cneck should Yo imde of the moisture covers on the troncmiviers 284
erd, if necded, they must be roplaced,

¢, WiC-8l: Battories for the ARG 64 sheuld be packed carefully
for 13supply in order te prevent water damzgs,

e
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AVGB=C 19 September 1966

SUBJECT: OPLAN HOOXER II. Proposad Coacapt for Employwent of Guerrilla 208
Forces in Southwest Yontum Proviace (S)

(2]
o
.

Gormanding General

United States IMilitary Assistance Comiand, Victnam

ATTN: J3

APO US Forces 962L3
1. (S) ‘Reference, Ltr 5th Specidl Forces Group (Airborne), SubjectL
Proposed Coancept of Euployment of CID3} Forces in Southwest Kontwa Pro-
vince, datud 5 Septembar 1966,

2: (S) The guerrilla force deployed in accordance with this OPLAN
will conduct guerrilla type operations for a period of apprawimately thirty
(30) days. At the end of that time the force w.ll be withdrawn, by foot,
and an analysis will be conducted to determine:

2. If a requirement exists to conduct sustained operations within
the arss,

bs The feasibility of establishing a CIJG canp.

¢. Forces required to cocrduct continuous guerrilla type oper-
ations, :

d. The possibility of employment of FWMAF in the area.
Detailed planning for implementation of this pla: contimes.
ke (S) COORDINATION: t

I ¥7FV concur ¢ hondoncur .

FRANCIS J, KELLY Lo
Colonel, Armor \

Command ing
1 Incl ;
as
;
fnnax G, to Inclosure #16 for Quartorly Roport Poriod ending )
31 Jamuary 1967, }
H
i
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Cop, ¢ _ of __ uopios
Sth SP3A
Nha Trang, Viet,om
19 Scptember 1966
VS 7
OPL:AY EOOKER IT (BLACKJACK 31)

Roference: Map, iD L3-3, 1:250,000, Attopcu, Laos
ND 48-12, 1:250,000, Virachey, Cambodia

Task Organization:
TiSX FORCE 777
1 USASF "AM' Detachment (16)
1 Combat Reccnnaissange Platoon (3k)
1 Hike Fores Company (150)
1, SITUATLON:
a. Enamy Forces: Jdauex i, Intelligence.
b, Friendly Forces: TBa.
¢, Assumptiorsg

(1) VA will contimue co infilirate comb t forces from iaos anéd
Cambodia through the southeast area of Xoutum Province,

(2) A mobile Guerrilla type force can cperate more offectively iw
the area of operation than could a CING Force operating from a stationary,
isolated, camp.

2. MISSION: The Sth Speeial Force: Uroup (Abn) conducts guerrilla
operations in southwest Yontum Province with the infiltration of Task Forc.
777 at H Hour, I-Day, into the area of operation to conduct border surveile
lance, interdiction of infiltravion routes, and conduct oper:tions against
known Viet Cong installations,

3. EXECUIION:
a. Concept of Operation: Aanex B, Operational Area,

(1) Mancuver: This operatioa will commence on Heiour, I-Day
with the larnd infiltration of the Combat Recconnaissance PLatoon from vicli-
nity of Plei Djereng 1s a pro=eelected Patrol Pase in the area of operation.
The Combat Raconnaissance Flatoon enroute to the patrol Lase provides
route reconnaissance, collects intelligence inforsation and establishes the
initial suoply point. On order the zuerrilla campany will be i -filtrated

SecReET 1t
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OPLAN HOOKER II
into tl.e area of operation to perform guerrilla oper:tiens,
(2) Tacticil Air Support: There will be no preplanmed Tac air.

Tac air support will be provided on requcst of the "A" Detachment personnel
to Detachment C~2 ia Pleiku,

be USASF "A" Detachment: Provided comaand and control for the task foree,

¢, Combat Reconnaissonce Platoon: Following infiltration into the
area of operation perform arse reconnzissance to deteriins Viet Cong in-
filtration routes and fix locatiows of Viet Cour poinits and iastallatims,

d. Mike For« Coupanys Un order, task force cowmsander, iafiltrate
into the irea of Uperation, perforu guerrilla typa cperations against
Vict Con; infiltration routes, units and installations,

e, Avty: Annex C, fire Support: Omitted,

f. Coordimating Ingtructicus,

(1) Task orzanization effective on order.

(2) This plan eff for planning on receipt and for execution on
order,

(3) H-Hour, I-day to be announicad,

(4) This combat operation will terminatc on order of the 00, Sth
SFGA,

(5) DZs will be preselected and confirmed after inrisvration.
(6) Border restrictions apply.

(1) €O, Det C=2 provides linison personael, as necessary, to coorc-
inate FWMAF operations in or around the area of operatioi.

L. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISIICS3
a, Praterial and Services: Aancex D, Buncle Code.

(1) General = Ali resupply will be air dropoed from pre-rigged
bundles which will be pre-positioned 2t Det C-2 sitc in Pieiku.-

(2) Class I:

(a) Pre-rigged Clas$ T supplies will be furthor broken down
into non=portable loads.

1602
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(b) Included is Class I bundles will be sign2l and mcdical
items which are required on a daily basis {mosquito repsllent and batterics).

(c¢) Indigencus rations (5 types) will bc utilized for this
operation.

(d) First five days requirement of supplics will accuwpany
personnel into the operaiional areas

(3) Class II and IW:
(a) Initialisauc of individual clothing 1-2 days.

(o) Replacement of iudividuml clothing 1-15 - 1-20, Individual
clothing stocks pre-rigged and will Le dropped with Class I when called for.

(¢) BSmergency stocks of medical, signal and engineer itoms will
be pre-rigged and available on call.

(4) Class IIT N/A.

(5) Qlass v,
(a) Dasic load to be carried by unit when deployed.
(b) Tollow up supply will be available on an on call basis,
(e) Ripgged loads further broken down to man portoble loads.

(d) A proportionate stuckage of loaded rcplacement magaziucs Ior
M~16, carbise, and BAR will be packed with Class V loads.

b. HMedical Bvacuation and Hospitalisation,

(1) ‘fhere will be o holicopter medical evacuation fro. the oper-
at.onal area,

(2) Task Force comiinuder will establish a clandestine mcdical
facility within the operational area,

(3) CID® caup at Plei Djercwg will provide a hard medical facility
and will be prepared to treat pationts as they are exfiltrated from the
operational area.

¢, Personwel:

(1) Porsonuel records will be revised and updated prior to depar-
ture of USLSY personnal,

16-G=3
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OPLAN HOOKER II
(2) Casval ty reporting: Group 80P.

(3) Personal mail will be held at Det Ce2 until completion of the
operations

d. Civil Affairs: Omitted.
5. COMMAND AND SIGHAL:
a. Anex £ (Signol) to OPLAN ROOKEBR II. SOI, Index, in effect.
be Cowmnd of forces on operatom HOOKBR II remains with CO, 5th SFGA.

Ce Operationel control of the taslk force, Coumander, Det C-2.
d. Cuimand of task force, "A" Detachment Commander.

Acknowledge,

KZLLY
Col
5 Annexcs: A ~ Intelligence
3
DISIRIBUTIONY
1l ~MGJI3 3
1 - SF0B
ed w2 G2
16-G=ly
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Annex H (U.S. Porsonnel) to A. L. R., TF 777

NaMz SERTAL NO. AN POSITION

FIMLON, Janiss A, 091821 cpy Task Force Couander
GOLE, Henry G 093040 coT Executive Officer
F0JS3, Homer G 05232576 cpr Surgeon

JIINS, Gilbert X 05325279 1LT %econ Flt Ldr
WEAKXLY, David RA 13307958  saM Opns/Intell Syt

NORRIS, Richard T  RAa 16451758  SiC Compary Coimender

RODIRICK, William  Ra 19521239  SFC Plt ldr

SMIH, Wayne L, RA 11142327  SFC Pit Ldr
HEiD, Robert F. RA 16476827  SrC Plt ldr
HANGOCK, Ben W, RA 18LL47756 S:°C Plt Medic

PROSSIR, John M. RA 15263005 SFC P . Medic
COL3, George D. R 19015792 53T Plt Tedic
YOUNG, Alvin H. RA 14472098  STC Recon Flt Medic
RIGLEY, Harold Jo  RA 1527970 SFC Radio Operator
BOGGS, William D, RA 11193268 3FC Radio Operator

Anngx H, to Inclosure 16, to Opor‘tional Roport for Quarterly P.rlud eadiag
kY8

anuary 1967.
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SCCRET

OPERATTONAL DETACHMENT A-~219
SIH SFECIAL FCRCRS GROUP (ATRBORNE), 15T SPECIAL FRCES
APO 96240

27 Jamary 1967

SUBJECT: (S) After fLstirn Roport -~ Operation Blackjack 22,
10 December 1966 - 12 January 1967

T0: Commandine Officex
5th Special Forces Crowp ‘Airborne)
1st Special Torzes
AP0 96240

1., (S) SIZE AND CCMPOSITION:
a. (1) 173 cIG
{2) § Iaterpreters
(3) 12 USASF
be The company was organiged into four 42 man platomns and one
11 man compcny acadquarsers, [Racan platoon had three 9 man rifle squads,
one 9 man weapons squad, and & € man platoon headqmuarters. Each platoon
was armed with one M-6) machin: gun, four M=79 grenade launchers, 36

XM-16El rifles, with 16 magazines eacli, and one British sten with silencer.
Each man carried two M-26 ragmentation grerades and each platoon had

six 4-18 olaymore mines,
2, (S) MTSSION:
a. Conduct guerrilla operatiors.
b, Interdict imfiltratiou routes.
co Conduect operationc againet Viet Cong installations.
d. Devalop targets to be attacked by air and cmventional foroes.

e. FEstablish, if the potential exists, a local guerrilln force for
the eventual control oy the arca.

3. (S) TIME OF DEFARTURE/TIME OF RETURN:

a. Mobile Guwrridda Forco 768 staried departing Pleiku airfield
by CV-2 at 0815 hours, 10 Docember 1966, The entire element had closed

Inclosure #17 to Operauional Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 Janwary 1967,
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into An lLac Special Forces Camp at 1500 hours, 10 December., The Comparny
convoyed appraximately 12 kilometers east of An Lac and started ground
infiltration at 1630 hours, 10 December. The G.W.O.A. was reached 18 December.

bes The company was axtrzcted fram G.W.0.d. by helicopter 12 January L/
1967 and closed in Pleiku Mike Force 122200 Jenuary.

L. (8) CONDUCT OF PATROL:
a. Fatrol route: Sce ANNEY A {Map).
be Torrain: Sec AMNMEX B (Intelligence).
c. Actions om encounters with enemy forces:

(1) At 24,0900 December 1966, the Recon Plat captured two

Montagnards who were moving on a trail at coord BP293705, After interro-
gation these .wen led the patrol to a village which was still oocupied by
the elders. This is the only villagz encountered that had any inhabitants.
The majority of the villages had been vacated approximately hours prior
to the patrol aatering, Tha m-isoners further led the patrol to two other
villages with negative results, The prisoners were shot while trying %o
escape at QL0130 Januaiy 1347,

(2) On 29 December 1966 the patrol crossed the EA KRONG BOUNG
River at coord BP352729. One piatocn was sent scuth for reconnaissance.
-They ki1lled one VMC end orc V¢ &t coord BP352727, and captured two
Springfield rifles. -This action took p.ace in a platoon size way station
which was destroyed.

(3) On 30 Decgmber 196€ . platoon siue way station was destroyed.
This way station had two veiy sliaborete schools and a very good tralning area.

(4) On 31 Decaumber 1966 tho reconnuissance platoon found some
documents in a houss at coord BP3oL7Lh9. This was a complete documentation
of the antire Bueh Me G avea, listing ever; man, women and child, their ages,
those identified as guer:illas, etc,

{5) On ¢ Janvary 1967, destroyed platcon giza way station,

(6) On 7 J.nuwary 1967, reconnaicsance platoon uas fired on
by appraximately two V3 squads at ccord BP377805. They were on the
south side of 2 suroem that vas very Jide, deep and swift., Tha VC were
o the merth side D after & few mir.utes of firing broke ontact. The
reconnaissance platoon was unable to cross the river and pursus, howawr,
it is believed that a* Lozt one VC was xilled or wounded. The following
day, 8 January 1967, tns notiol was able to cross the rivor. They found a
grave in the wvicinity of the fiie light containing the body d'a VC that
had been shot in the chest.

~0 N
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(7) On 8 Jmuary 1967 destroyed company size way station,
The station was ver; elaborate, with excellent messing facilities =nd new
treining buildings (estimated two weeks old).

(8) On 8 January 1957 one platoon recomnoitering to the north
drew fire from two VC squads at ccord BP365822., The VC broike contact and
fled to the west, Estimate several VC wounded, The platoon pursued
then with negative yesults,

(9) On 9 Jenvary 1967 platoon moved out about two hours bew
fore the est of the company at coord BP365822. They found a main easte
west trail at coord BP35583L. Small reconnaissance parties were sent to the
north, south and east. The par ty to the east found a platoon size way
station at coord 3776L2. Tho pawty to the west found a company size way
station at coord 353836« Whon the company caught vp with the platoon re-
connoitering, a decision was made to send platoon size reconnaissance ele-
ments in the same directicn 23 the previous smaller parties, however, anly
for a maximum distance of three kilometers. One platoon established &
patrol base at coord 355534 with instructions to remain at that location
wntil the reconnaissance parties returned. At approximately 1630 hours
when one platoon was returning and about six men had entered the perimeter
the patrol base was attacked by approximately 4O to 50 VC. They were armed
predominantly with AK-U7's and sevaral French M-1929 BAR's, They had
fire superiority for about iC minute:s after which a very large volume of
fire was returned enabling i{riendly forces to mansuver, The VC broke
contact after about 15 more minutes of fighting, Drvring the fire fight
CPT Robert Ormms was shot in the hand and a few minutes after he was wounded
in the arm and face bty & hand grenadc. SGT Jackie L. Waymire was seriously
wounded in the head., Two CIDG were wownded in the lsg., Eleven VC were
KIA and it is beliowud by the WSASF thav they were NVA although dressed in
black pajamas., Radio contact vas made with Ban Me Thuot during the fire
fight. A FACand medevac were requested. The FAC was newer received,

One platoon was sent to secure an 12 for the medevac, It took agrmdmt.ely
ons hour and 30 minutes to move the wounded ‘o LZ at coord BP342823, The
medevac arrived at the L2 about 1730 hours, It laided to conserwe fuel,

The chopper wasfired on by autcmatic weapons fire, The medevac was accompanied

by & guu shis amd the U3/ non on “he ground di.ected fire and was success-
ful in stopping the enamy fire, The gun ship tad t« depart the area about
1820 hours due to fual chortage, After the g.n shiy departed the medevac
choppar agair was fired upon hy semi-automatic werpons. The platoon that
was seouring the 12 was eble to stop the firing, The four wounded were
evacuated at 1845 hours.

(10) On 10 Jaruary 1%7 requosted a FAC to bring in s airx
strike on main way staticn at cocrd BP3S5836 and an ridge line at coord
BP365822. The first s:tic camo in at approximately 0900 hours and dropped
papalm and CBU an the villagc. Assegsmont: Uuy station, 17 buildings
and training area were destrcyed. Second sortie dropped CBU on ridge
line. No assessment was nade due ¢ the patrolts movement north to receive
a resupply drop.

17-3
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(11) On 11 Jmuary 1967 ambushed 12 VC who were attempting
to destroy a bridge across river at coord BP339827. There were no friendly
casualties, Four VC wearing black pajamas were KIA, One VC wore an
American type cargo pack and pistol Lelt and carried a ten transistor radio
locked on 12 megacycles. a document and maps. See ANNEX 2 (Intelligarce).

(12) On 12 January 1967 the B Detachment Commander from Ban Me
Thuot ceme in by FAC to location at coord BP328828. The situation
was explained to him, He was informed that the patrol had soms kind of
contact for the last six days. %hzt the documents captured on 11 January
1967 revealed that thc VC was under assumption that exfiltration would be
made from the Boun Mo Ga airstrip (coord BP302832) and that major forces
verc massing in thet vieiniky. Further, that the 30lst and 308th Battalions
were located in Boun Me Ghang coord BP335815. Their plan was {or tne rain
unit at Boun Me Ga to a“*ack winen the choppers came in to exfilirate and
if withdrawal to the south was necessary the 301st and 308th would act as
blocking forcea. If exfiltravion was not made from the Bour Me Ga airstrip
and patrolling to the south was centinued the 30lst and 308th had orders to
attack. Theie was ciilly eme way across the Ea Krong Soung River. The B
Detachment Commander was furtn-r adviged the patrol was located on what
was believed 4o bo a main east-west infiltration route. There were two
courses of action available: T recross the river to the east and
attompt to reach the mountains £5 the north or to get re-enforcements
and attack the enemy locations, The B Detachment Commander stated that he
would return to his home base and inform higher headquarters of the situation.
At 1300 hours received word frem him ‘o move to the east side of the
river, At 1500 hours there was still one element to move across the river
and word was received from one of the FAC's in the area thatt extraction
of the patrol would be made, From 1500 until 1815 hours, six sorties
of AIR's made air strikes g#rom coord BP302832 to coord BP335815, Four
secondary explosions were heard and :ounted during these strikes, Alm,
the FAC's reported uncovering three different large new ambush sites located
along a trail at- coord BP322823, Arfter the first two sorties were brought
in, the FAC's started receiving ground firs at coord BP335815, The estraction
began at approximately 17L5 hours. The last choppers leaving the LZ were
being fired on from the old patrel bass 2t coord BP338628. Ale one AlE
had caught 26 men trying to cross the river at coord BP338823, He fired
20mn and reported success,

(13) At 122200 Januvary 1967 all CIDG and Americans closed into
the Mike Force compound.

5. (3) ENEMY INFORMATION:
8. Location: See ANNEX 1 (Map).
b. Strength: See ANNEX 1 (Map) and ANNEX 2 (Intelligence).
c. Composition: Sec ANNEX 2 (Intelligence).
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d. Activity:

Y (il (1) Area appearcd to be & safe haven for VC units.

(2) Tt appeared that VC had moved large units into the area
to attack Blackjack 22,

e, Equipment:

(1) Americen type mcks, pistol belts, French and Anuerican
type canteens.

(2) AX-47's, Fronch BAR M-1929, mausers.
(3) Ten transistor radios.
f. Uniforms; Black pajamas.
6. (S) RESULTS OF ENCOUNTERS WITH ENEMY:
a, Frisndly loases:
(1) YXfA: L USASF - SGT Jackie L. Waymire

(2) WIA: 1 USASF, 2 CIDG evacuated to 18th Field Surgical
Hospital, CPT Robert Orms has been fuarther evacuated to Japen.

(3) MIA: Nore
(4) Equipment: None

b, Enemy losses:
(1) KIA: 17 VG, 3 VMC

() WIA: 6 V¢, Mo WIA's were racovered, This report is
besed on blood tracks after contact had been mads,

. (3) Captured: 2 VNG, See ANNEX 2 (Intelligence) as pertsns
to interrogation, VMC PW's shot while attempting %o escape.

(L) Equipment:
(a) Howses - 118
(®) Rice - 51,700 1lbs,
() Beans = 1,000 kilos
(d) Training areas ~ 8

17-5
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(e)
(£)
(g)
(n)
(1)
(3
(k)
(1)
(m)
(n)

scCrET
Pigs - 500
Black material - 1 bolt 20
Potatoes - 5,000 lbs,
Chickeng - 100
Sub stations = L
Main way stations -~ 2
Black rajamas - 50 pair
Corn - 2 acres
Salt = 200 pounda
Wood bridge crossing main infiltration route - 1

7. (S) SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITIES:

a. Propsganda analysis: Documents captured on 31 December 1966
and 11 January 1967 were twrneC over to HQ I FFORCEV, Sce ANNEX 2 (Intelli-

gence) for details,

b. Hamlets encountered: All villages in area were considered
enemy &and were destroyed.

¢. Change in tactics: None

d, Suspected infiltration routes: See ANNEX 1 (Map),

e, Miscellaneous: Many rice caches were destroyod in Boun Me Ga
Vallay, Contents listed under enemy losses,

8. (S) WAS MISSTON ACCOMPLISHED:

It is felt that all parts of the mission were very well accomplished
with the exception of the rocrniting possibility. Therc was a potential in
the vallay, however, the V¢ have had very tight control over the population
for the last five yoars and it would have been a vory lengthy mrocess. We
were never approached by friendly natives.

9. (S) CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENOATIONS:
& Conoclusionss

(1) Damage inflicted and information gained was worth the effort.

o et
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(2) The clandestins movement is compromised after the first
enemy contact,

(3) Once contact is madc the enemy and friendly courses of
9 action dictate the direction of the operation.

(L) Thece opcnﬂm dent tio eaemy's unobstructed uvse of
base areas or safe havens.

b. Recommondationsy %his type operation should be planned for
30 days (open ond).

/s/Gllbert K, Jenkins
/t/GILBERT K, JENKINS

1LT, Infantry
Comanding
Ly ANNEXES:
1l - Map
2 = Intelligenco
3 = Medical
L - Communications
5 - TOE - GF 768-
v
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ANNEX 2 (S, (Intelligence) to ! fter Action Report - Operation Blackjack 22 (S)

1. (S) Intelligence: Agencies included ( mpany B, 5th SIGA at Pleilku;
combined Intelligence Center, Saigon; Det B-23, san Me Thuot; 2Lth ARVN
Div, Ban Me Thuot; and HQ, 5th SFGA, Nha Trang. Sources wers agent reports
and aftcr action reports from USSF “A" dotachments at An Lac, Lac Thien and
close out reports ou Buon Me Ga Cump. It wos belisved that the operational
area contained amnin infiltration route running from the north to the coast,
numerous way statlions, cache siter, base zreas and rice storege areas.

a, NVA troops were encountered, No firm unit identification was
made. Thought to be zadre for the local VC forces,

b. The following documents were captured and tumed in through
52, 5th SFGA, G2, to G2 I FFORCEV:

(1) A complete list of personnel living in Buon Me Ga Valley
and equipment list.

(2) Day by day diary on Blackjack 22,

(3) Tvxo mops o the Pon Me Thuot area north and east with
2k enomy locations marked on tuems

(4) Cperations plan for use of the 301lst and 308th VC Bn's
against Blackjack 22,

(5) iiscellaneous documents, training plan for local VC force.

c. Two VNQ priscners were taken at coord BP2SL6SL on 2407h5
December 1966, They led the patrol to local villages and two way stations
in addition they provided soms information on personnel in the valley.
These PW's were killed trying to escape on 040130 Jmuary 1967,

d. Mines and booby trep: No mines were found, booby traps were
found on all trails and rivex crossings in the form of punjl utalkes and punji
traps. Stream beds were lined with punji stakes at all crossings., All
villages had punji treps and punji fences around them, some being only a
day or two old,

2, Enemy Informtions Soce ANNEX 1 (Map).

3. Terrain: The terrain jn the GWOA was mowntainous reaching heights
of 2400 meters, Most vegatation was two to three canopy primary jungls.
Vegetation on slopes was ihicker than on the ridge lines and valky floor,
Seocondary vegetaticnm the valley floor consisted of bamboo, saw grass and
vines. Rice fields wore predominent throughout the vallsy floor. Corn and
mnioc was also being giown throughout the area.

L, (S) Obstacles: Tie main cbetacles in the GWOA were the rivers and
streans bacause of the heavy rain fall throughout the tims of the operetion.
All rivers and striams wera Well out of their banks and unpassable, Most of
the trails were tell usod and passabln until you got to the river orossings.
Movament on the 1''dgy lines anc orncs compartments were limited to 2.9 im
per day. On the vallyy floor a oompany could malkw from 500 to 1000 msters
per hour not using treile. Observeiicn wos limited to 10 to 15 meters in

the valley because of the heavy over )
ECRET 194
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Annex 3 (U) (Medical) to After Action Report - Operation Blackjack 22 (S)
1., PROBLEM AREAS:

a. Coughing caused by active tuberculosis, heavy smoking, and
primarily URI due to weater conditions {i.e., rain and chilly nights).

b. Illnesses:

(1) Malaria was not a problem, Only two cages were noted during
the first week and these were very mild, Troops were taking dapsone and
chloroquine tablets.

(2) Bori-beri - L cases.

(3) Pneumonia - 6 cases,

(4) Peptic Ulcer - 1 case,

(5) Secondary infaections were numerous due to insect bites,
locches, and undergrowth,

¢. Surgicaloonditions:
(1) Inguinal hernia - 1
(2) Punji wounds - 26
(3) Gun shot wounds - 4
(4) Numerous abrasions and lacerations,

d. Resupnly: Misinterpretation of radio messages of supplies re-
quested and their .onavailability in amounts requested cawsed same difficulticg

6e Foot problems: Due t0 extreme wet weather conditions and
crossing many streams slight immersion foot conditions appeared about the
25th day out,

f. General physical condition of the troops was good during the
first thirty days. After this it becams noticeable that all personnel were
tiring easily.

2. Wild life encountered:

Antelope 1oeches

Hogs Blood flies
Chickens Body lice
Deor Fish
Kangaroo rats Various birds
Bamboo r Bram ticks
Russellt!s viper Scorpions
Mosquito

Annex #2 to Inclosure 17 to Operational Report far Quarterly Pericd Ending
3 January 1967. ' ' ‘




3. Edible vegetation:

Manioc Rice

Hot peppers Bansinas

Mangoes Oranges

Twnips Sugar cane W
Beans Peas

Corn Bamboo shoots

Ferns

ks Recommendations:
8. Equipment:
(1) US individual soldier:

Small battls dressings #2

Medium battle dressings #1

Morphine syrettes #5

Chloroquine - primaquine tabs lAveck
Dapsone tablets 1l/day

Foot powder - 1 small can

Insect repellent - 2 bottles

Water tablets - 2 bottles/100

Salt tablets - L/day

Ophthalmic, Bacitracin and Mycolog ointment
Darvon - 10 tablsts

Polymagms - 9 tablets

Ornade - 12 tablets

Ponnatol - 12 tablets

Tetracycline - 12 tablats

Erythramycain or Penicillin - 12 tablets
Compazine - 6 tablets

Dexamil - 10 tablsts

Benzylkonium chloride - 1 bottle

1 cal albumin/3 men

(2) BB Medic:

Minor surgioal set -1

Penicillin in tubex - 10

Streptamycin in tubex or with water for injection - 10
(disposable with 21 gauge needles - 10)

Scc syringes

Demercl for injection 50oc bottle =« 1

Yaseline gause - 1 packet !
Furacin gause - 4 os

300c syringe - large noedle = 1
Xyloosin 1£ - 1 bottle
Norphine syrettes - 10

o
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(3)

)

Tincture of Benzein (2 o bottls)
Mycolog ointment

Codiene % gr 100/Lottls, 2 bottles
Lomotil - 1 bottle

Benadryl 1M and 50 mgm P,O.
Adrenalyn - 1M i/1000 10 lcc ampules
Quirdne PO, and injectable
Chloroquine. PO and injectable
Phenobarbitol, 1M 2% gr

Seconal 100 mg PO

1000 cec Normal Saline in plastic bottles
Benzlykonium chloride - 5 bottles
Stethascope

Pen light
Indigenous individual soldier:

Medium battle dressing - 1

Small battle dressing - 2

Chloroquine tallete - 1/day

Japeone tablets - 1/day

Repellent, insect - 2

Wator purification tablets - 2 bottles/100
Salt tablets - Li/day

Bengylkonium chloride - 1 bottils

1 can Albumen/6 men

Indigenous Medic:

Bacitracin ointment - 2 tubes

Eye ointment - 2 tubes

Hydrogen Peraxide - 500 cc

Albumin -« 1 can

Tape - 2 rolls

L x4's - 1 pack

Ace bandages, 2-2", 2-3", 24"
Cravats #L

Bandaids - 1 bax

Bengylkonium chloride - S

Diarrhea tablsts = ane bottls/100 tabs
Codisne - 1 bottle/i00 tabe

Darvon compound - 100 tabs

ASA gr V - 100 tabe

Syrettes morphine - 10

Extre chloroquine - primaquino tabe - 100
Dinpoesble nylm litter -1

17-3-3




{5) Senior US Medic:

Major surgical kit

Foley cathetecs #2

Nasogastric tubes #2

Flutter valve 42 226
3-way stop cock and direct transfusion tubing set )
Tracheovomy set

30cc syringe

13 gauge needle

hxh's -1pk

Tape

Poro:zide ~ 500cc, Benzylkonium chloride ~ 5 bottles/l pk

Venocatheter sixe 8 - 17 #L

Scalp vein set #2

IV tubing #k

Snake bite kit with antivenom #2.

b. It is recommended that ample time be allowed for the preparation
of supplies prior to infiltration. Great care should be taken to avoid
damage by breakage and water.

——
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Annex 1 (Communications) vo After Action Report - Operation Blackjeok 22, (S)

1. (S) GENERAL: Commnications betweon BJ 22 and the base statdion
located at Campany B, Plellw, were considered to be reliable with a few
problon areas that will be mentioned.

The primary means of communication wore the AN/PRC-74 single side band
with mode of transmission OW and the AN/PRG-GLwith mode OW as back~up for
AN/PRC-Tl4. The bYase station used T-368, R-390's and SSB. All commo equip-
ment was organic to the Sth SFG (Abn). Coordiration botween Compeny B
Signal Officer, Communications Superviscr at Ban Me Thuot, and BJ 22 comm-
unications supervisor was made on 20 Nov 66, The concept of operation,
S0I's and logistical requirements were discussed and arrangements wsre made
tc augment the signal equipment to accomplish the mission, All additional
signal equipment to accamplish the mission, All additional signal equipe-
ment requested arrived by 1 Dec 66 and the process of issuing it to the
troope and training was initiated, 4111 signal equipment was ordered, kweping
in mind the capatdlity of splitting into two separate units and still
maintaining comunications with the base station at Fleiku., Iater wpon
infiltration into the GWOA, two additional AN/PRC.6L radios were requestad
as back-uvp. In general, communications were extremely o« The first
coentact with base station at Pleiku was made on 11 Dec 66,

2. (S) CONCEPT OF OFERATION: The signal comcept of BJ 22 was to use
ihe AN/PRC-7L SSB with OW as primary means of communications and AN/PRC-6L
as back-up. This was based on the following reasoms:

AN/PRC-74 as posed to AN/PRC-6l
1 to 11.999 megacycles freq range i pre-set freq
15 watts output S watts cutput

The AN/PRC-7L allcwed the capedbility of using OW for the main means of
commnmication, in addition to the capability of entering Ban Me Thuot,

Nha Trang and Pleiku voice SSB nets if necessary in an emergency. The
construction and modification of a battery container enabled the use of

BA 368/U as a power supply for the AN/PRC-74 (See appendices 1 and 2).

Two AN/PRC-TL radios were carried so that the main element could split and
both elements could maintain communications directly with higher headquarters,
as previously mentioned. One AN/PRC-6L was carried at the time of infiltretion.
Two more requested and received ty resupply drop during infiltration,
AN/PRC~25 radios wers used for American internal commmications and control,
for esupply drops, and air-to-ground cemmnications, Emergency commmicat-
ions would utilize AN/PRC-25 on standard II Corps, air-to-ground frequenciss.
As a precantionary measure a FAC would fly over the GWOA after any passiing

of a 24 hour period without contact, either dirsctly or by relay, between

the GWOA and the base station., All personuel were oquipped with an emergency
air-to~ground panel code, This code was alsc icluded in the main SOI, The
FAC would either have a copy of this SOI, or a USASF with knowledge of the
code would be on board the aircreft. HT-I's were used for indigenous internal
control and were all on the same froquencies, SO0I'e’ and contact timss provided
by Company B. There was one scheduled contact in cach 24 howr period, This
contact would be made at either 0730 or .0 hours. One BTB was initially

Annex #) to Inclosure #17 to Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending
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scheduled at 1300 hours., After infiltration, an additiocnal BTE at 1800
hours was instituted. This was done because movement at times prevented
making the 1300 hour BTB.

Primary method: DIANA one-time pads. One each encypher and decypher.

FIRST ALTERNATE: The first alternate means was Company B's Arache code.

Second Alternate: Double transposition using pre-designated code words.

In case of compromise of the SOI, codes would be reverssd in order
of encryption until a new SOI could be infiltrated, Guerrilla Forcs 768
had an intermal SOI for intemmal communications., A policy was established
that all S0I's would be carried by Americans in their top left breast
pooket of the shirt, in a water proof bag. The first thing done upon an
Amprican being hit and necessitating a Medevac would be to remove the SOI.
Pada and logs were kept by the senior communications cperator and all per~
sonnel were made aware of whersho carried them on his person. In case the
splitting of forces into two elamnis became necessary, it was plamned to
request another set of pads for the other element. All radios were powered
by either BA-~368/U or BA-30/U batteries.

3. (8) FREQUENCIES USED AND COMMENTS:

8. Primary OW frequency was 3.540 megacycles with first altormate
L.uél megacyclos. Mode of transmissicn was Of. These wers used between
base station at Pleiku and Guerrilla Force 768. Communications were fair
on these frequencies with strength of signal 2 - 3, but with heavy QRM at
the base station. L.L6L was utilised once with fair to good communications.
The main frequency used was 3,705 to 3.708 mgacycles, CW and SSB between
Ban Me Thuot and Guerrilla Force 768. When base station at Pleiku utiliged
this frequency, communicatlions were excellent, because of negligible QRM
at the Pleiku end, 3.705 to 3,708 frequency was clear 90% of the time during
the dW and night.

b, FM Communications Prequencies: Standard aireto-ground 46.00
wes used, Company B ground-to-ground 38.9mc was used for resupply drops.
Guerrilla Force 768 changed internal FM frequencies daily. Best commn-
ications on FM were between 32 and 56 megacycles due to mountainous terrain
and heavy undergrowth within the GWOA.

¢, AM Communications Frequencics: 38,65 was utilized with HI-I's.
This frequency warked well,

4o (S) ANTENNAR AND COMMENTS: Antennae used:
a. With AN/PRC=Th
(1) Standard doublet that comes with AN/PRC<6l, cut to

frequoncy. Loads on this antenna were from 75% to 90% with peak output
wattage capacity of the AN/PRC-Th.
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(2) Slant Antonnai: Not too effectivo, hard to oriont.

(3) Off Center Fod: This was usod twice and very good re-
sults were achieved when counter poise was used, Normal antenna height
above ground was from 4 to 10 feet. Transmission from reverse sids of
slopes, tops of ridges, mountains and out of wide vallays were 90% effective,
Transmissfions from decp gullies and thick underbrush were S50% effective.

b. Antennac. used with AN/PRC-25:
(1) Standard short and long antennase.

(2) A doublet cut to frequency and hung vertically was carried
but it did not hawe to be used. This antenna could also be used very sffect-
ively with the HT-I,

S. (S) TRANSMISSION TIME: In gencral, transmission time from time of
first contact to passing of traffic was kept to a minimum of approximately 10
to 15 minutes. By use of numerous formats, the average msg was 21 to 36
groups, with the only exception being resupply requests and special intell-
igencoe information. All parsonnel who will come in contact with the Bundel
Code (for resupply) should be thoroughly briefed on it because of the
poseibility of misinterpretation. They must be thoroughly bdbrisfed in its
use, A different patterr of encrypt on {hat is consistent should be used,

6. (S) EQUIPMENT: Type and disposition.

a. AN/PRC-TL w/modified battery pack - 2 each, The AN/PRG-Th
radio was highly effective and with the capabllity of both volce SSB and
O¥ was found to be a 100% reliable means of cormmicetion, Battery life wes
approximately 3 to 5 days. Batteries used were BA 368/U. Loading of
antenna was better on OW and the slgnal lasted longer.

Problems encountersd:

(1) Criticality of tuning. The band width was only 2 KC's
wide and it was being used with radios of 100 KC's wide. Reception of base
stations signal was possible, but he could not hear us many times if wo
wore not 100% accurate in calihration,

(2) The olarify calibrate knob. Oreat care should be taken
to insure that the clarify calibrate knob is not depressed with the set on
for long periode of time,

Recommendations:

(1) That the AN PRC-Th be used as the prirary means.of commmn-
lcation for this type of operation,

(2) The wse of BA-368/U instead of BA-30/U to power the
AN/PRC-Thy radio.

17-44~3
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(3) That batteries bo requested for ths AN/PRC-7L at the rate
of 3 per every five days.

(4) (Ses Appendix 2 for construction of field expedient battery
cantainer), r, )

b, AN/PRC-84., This radio should be carried as back-up for AN/PRC-7L.
It only has L preset bands and the limitation of wattage output to 5 watis.
These are its only weaknesses. Three (3) batteries should initially be
carried per each radio,

ce AN/PRC-25, AN/PRC-25 radios worked outstandingly. We had
best results on frequencies from 32 to S6mgacycles. This was due to the
type of terrain. It is recommended that both short and long antennae be
carried, Handsets can be protected from water and made practically water
tight, by aecuring them in plastic bags from the BA-368 batteries, The
cord at the base of the hand sot should be tied tc the hand set fram 1 to
2 inches above where it joins the hand set and tisd to the radio 1 to 2 inches
above the Jack on the end of the cords This will prevent pulling out of
theland set cord at either end.

de HI-I. HT-I workedwell with the exception of water and moists
ure. This problemamn be eliminated by making & water proof bag out of 2
poncho and taping the cracks of the set. Whenever possible, on hot days,
axpose the set tc the sun to dry out moisture formed by condensation.
Battaries should be replaced after every 5 days. Old batteries can be
usod for flashlights.

7. (8) DISTRIBUTION OF COMMO BQUIPMENT:

a. AN/PRC-Th: Two (2) each with battery pack 368 modified, with
headquarters eleme.it,

b, AN/PRC-25: Six (6) each. One per platoon and one sach for
CO - X0, 2 batteries each.

ce HI-I: 16 each - 4 per platoon
Recommendations:

(1) It is recommended that one man each, be provided to
carry each radio,

(2) Each indigenous AN/PRC-25 operator assigned tc the USASF
platoon leader should have an assistant,

3 APPENDICRS:
1. Oonstruction of Fleld Expedient Battery Container
2. Photographs of Field Expedient Box
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Appandix I (U) (Consuiuction of Fiold Expedient Bavte. , Cmntain.r) to
ANNEX Y (Communications) (8) to After Action Report - Operation BJ 22(S)

%o The battery box expedient for BA-368/U for use with the PRC-7L is
very aimple to make, Itens necessary are:

&, Ammo can from either P cal IMG linked or 7.62 LG linked with topc.

dack saw

Drill or heavy nunch

Hammer if punch is used

#lle

Mele plug from BA3O carrying case from AN/PRC-Th.

% Pirst Step: Decide whether you want to moks it for om Bi-368
or two. Then meagure ?or the appropriate height allowing about % inch higher
for a projection that will be discussed,

¢ Second Step: Remove top by opening box and sliding top to right
and box to the left or vice versa, Draw line on the bax for guidance in
cutting and cut the box. When cutting, cut from - .ch corner to the center
or brace the open end of bax utilizing wooden blocks inside the box,

de Third Step: After cutting bax down to proper size, file the
rough edges.

o« Fourth Step: Measure the exact distance for center point to male
the hole in the bax top for the water proof plug w/wires, At this point, it
is most ecritical to be exact in locations, A drill is best to wse in makdng
the hole, but a punch can be used, Then file down rough edges, The hole
must be just a little smaller than the plug for a water tight fit. Drill

the four holss for the acrews to hold the plug in the top,.

f. Fifth Step: Attach a plsce of spring steel to the bottam of the
bax; this will enable you to latch the box to the radio utilizing the
latches on the radio, In this case welding rod was used, but you can make
other expedisnt substitutions,

ge Sixth Step: To remove the plug from the case of the AN/PRC-7L
BA-30, unscrew all screws holding plug Into top of case, unscrew all screws
holding in battery terminal board in top of case and unsolder red and black
wires, Then upon installation of plug into your modified ammo can the red
wires go to A+l5 volts and the black go to A=wltage on the DA-368.

Appendix 1 to Ammex i to Inclosure 17 to Operational Report for Quarterly Peri:®
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HISTORICAL/GROUP BEHAVIOR PILOT STUDY

TITLE: THE FIGHT-PACIFY GROUP - A study of group performance and communication
as manifested by the group in the task of reporting a historical event.

STATEMENT OF AIMS: To study the performance of a fight-pacify team as it
reports an event from its group life. The report shall be given in
a group conference conducted by the co-interviewers with military-
historical/medical-behavioral training. It is the intent of the
investigatcrs to observe both the event and covert group processes
evident and to define the significant indices of group effectiveness
and non-effectiveness manifested within the context of a group inter-
view.

It is further the intent of the researchers in this pilot effort i
to examine whether or not significant, meaningful, and accurate data
concerning the overall group processes is obtainable by the method of
group interviewing: 1i.e., to evaluate the technique concurrently
with the analysis of the group's revealed performance.

THE UNITS OF THE EXPERIMENTAL FIELD:

1. THE "A" DETACHMENT TEAM: A specifically organized and
formally designated twelve (12) man military unit of the US Army
Special Forces, having the combined mission to fight and pacify.

2. THE RESEARCH TEAM: A two-person, co-interviewer team composed
of:

a. A US Army tactical officer, a member of the Special Forces,
the official military historian assigned the mission of assisting the
CO, 5th SEGA in maintaining a flexible and responsive command historic
program.

b. A US Army medical officer, a psychiatrist, a non-member
of the Special Forces, trained in making obaervations of human behavior
and attitudes.

METHODOLOGY

1. THE GEOGRAPHIC AREA OF STUDY: Selected units of the 5th Special Forces
Group, lat Special Forces, serving in the Republic of Vietnam, II Cops Tactical
Zone will be investigated.

2. SELECTION OF "A" TEAM: Initially, four (4) "A" detachments will be
selected from the total number presently operational in II 0TZ. Selection
criteria will attempt to take into account the following variablaes:

a. Team operating at full TOE strength. i

b. Primarily in combat aission phase va. in pacification phase.

Inclosure #1Y to Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1967,
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Ce Naw camp &, opposed to old camp.
d, Team leaders newly essigned vs, on verge of rotation out of command.
¢« Osographic and tactical factors enhancing or reducing isolation. Q

£. Ao~rssible for conference scheduling on a routine basis,

g« The wnique individuaslity of each "A" team's composition mission
and overall nead to conform to the long-range goal of the Sth SFGA in its total )
mission in this theatre,

3. SOURCE CF DATB: The data will consist mrimarily of that obtained in .
a group interview of "A" duem members. Interview tims wiil be for 60 to S0
minutes. The "A®" team group will be set to the task of reporting an event
from its recent group life (one to five days preceding the interview) whether
of en ordinary or extracrdinary character.

A tape recording of each group interview will be made. On the spot
notes will also be tdken. The general interviewing technique of the historian
will be utilised to evols responses to questions of "what happened?" and “when
did it happen?" as opposed to ™ihy did it happen? The event reported on,
will be itself broken down into time frames: (e.g., five minutes time frame,
or or® hour time frames) each member of the group will be invited to describe
his actions and preoccupations per time period, The co-intcrviewerw, in their
manner will present a non-judge-mental, data gathering attitude, (Reference
to 8.L.A, Marshall's irmterviewing technique in Island Victory: Infantry Joummal
Press, Washington, D.C.

Lo ORGANIZATION OF DATA: The material gleaned from the group interview
will be initially formulated under the following headings:

a. CROUP HISTORICAL DATA:

I. METHDS OF OPERATIONS (Group and Sub-group proocedures in
response to an event,)

IOI. TIMS FRAME (When did it happen?)

III. Desoription of OVERT GROUP BEHAVIR (As kmown to and reported ©
by the Growp) i

be GROUP BEHAVIORAL DATA:

I, EFECTIVENESS (In terms of functioning) Soale O to 4
IT. OCHESIVENESS (As vs. fragmentation)

III. ACTIVIIY (“ e, lpﬁv) !
IV. AQORBSSIVENRSS (As ve. conservatiwnsss) !
V. MODE OF COMCNICATION (Verbal as ws, Mon verbal)
VI. IDENTIFICATION OF LEADERS AND/OR DECISION MAKERS,
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5. PERIOD OF STUDY: The pilot study will take place from December 1966
to March 1967, Four "A" Team Detachments will each be visited once per month
for each of the four months, This will constitute four intorview conferonces
per team giving a total of sixteen intorviews ‘~ all,

SPONSORS s
1, COL Francis J. Xelly, CO, 5th Special Forces Group, lst Special Farces
2. Dr, David Rioch, Director, Department of Neuro-Psychiatry, Walter Reed
Armmy Institute of Research
3. IIC Arnold Johnson, Consultant in Psychiatry, Surgeonts Qffice, USARV.
THE CO-INTERVIEWER RESEARCH TEAM:

1, LTC M.H, Jenkins, CO, 2lst Military History Detachment, Sth SFG4,
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) DETACHMENT A-L411
STH SPECIAL FCRCES GROUP (AIRBORNE), 1ST SPECIAL rORCES
APO 9625

18 November 1966

237 SUBJECT: Civil Affairs and Psychological Operations Success Story: Detachment A-411

T0: Camending Officer
Det C-4, 5th PG (Aba), 1st SF
ATTN: S8
APO 96215

1, On 20 June 1966, the VC attacked the Cao Dai Hamlet (coordinates
VQ8568,5); killing six reople and wounding fourteen, The VC entered the
hamlet on 22 June 1966 and burned the Cao Dai pagoda. The angered Cao Dai
decided to hold a rally against the VC. On 27 June 1966 they gathered at
Tan Hung Tay village. An hounor guard of one Reglonal Force squad was present
to reprosent the military support of the people, plus the Vietnamese and 1S
military leaders of the area,

2. At the beginning of the rally the Vietnamese flag was raised, at
which {ime all the people cang e the position of attention. The honox
guard presented arms, and an 8lmm mortar fired three rounds in a saluve to
the flag. The Cao Dal leader thon gave a stwech, as did the Buddhist leader
and tho Catholic representative. They told the pecple that they must
strengthen themselves and Join themselves together to overcome the VC aggressor.
The Canton chisf spoke to the people also, and then the Regional Force Cosmander,
Major Ho, told the people that they would be supported and protected by the
military forces af Vietnam, A lettar was read which had beon prepared by the
religious leadors prior to the rally. Thi: letter was addressed to Premier Ny
and plodged the local pgople's loynlty and support to the Government of Vietnam.

3. With the speacnes finished, tha military and civilian officials jointly
gave out 10 kdlos of rice, supplisd by the Regional Forces, and other civil
affairs comodities such as health kits and milk. The families of the six
dend were given S00GVN per family, The people then marched oack to their
hamlet, carrying bannors and flags, and held memoiial services for tho dead.
They staged enother brief domons“ration, again pledging their allogiance
to the Goverrment of Vietnan,

L4, This damonstration proved to be vory successful becuuse it enadled
the hanlet chiefs, religious leadcre, the Canton chiaf and military officisls
oot face to face with their proplo. It was also successful as CA items
re given to the peoplo, which proved that their governmen: would take
of them and alleviate thoir noeds,

' K1
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