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SECTION 1 (N)\ SICNIFICANT (RGANIZATLN (R UNIT ACTIVITIES
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\
,/ 1, (C) Generalt™ Thwoughout the country CIDG operations during the ;
’ past quarter wore characterized by aggressive pursult of enemy units in the .
' field, numerous large-scale contacts, and several determined attempls by the
! enemy to inflict defeats on friendly elements. Shortly after the beginning
i of the reporting period, on I May, Camp Lang Voi was attacked Ly an estimated
conpany size force supported by mortars and aided frem inside the camp by VC
who had infiltrated the CIDG units posing as recruits. One platoon of VC
succeaded in gaining entry to the camp, but was quickly ejected. Four days \
4 later, cn 8 May, Camp Con Thien was attacked by two battalions of the §i2th '
\ NVA Regiment with sappers attached. Supported by mortars, rockets, snd- k

Tiamethrowers, the attackers made brief penetrations into the psriméter, '

: i  which was defended jointly by USMC, USASF, VNSF, and CIDG personnel, Alw |

i {  though 14 CIDG and Ui 5 Marines were killed in the action, the NVA paid !
. ! a high price, A total of 212 enamy bodies were counted the following day,

and many others were estimated to have been killed by airstrikes and o
arbi]}e*'y. e
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AVUB=0 15 August 1967
HUBJECT: Opeorational Report for Mmrtorly Period Ending 31 July 1967

VC and NVA forces have gencrally shown increasing willingness to
acoepl sevore losscs in order 4o accomplish Limited cbjectives. In sevoral
oasos during the last three months the onemy has massed his forces and made
oonoorted efforts to surround and overwhelm smaller CIDG units in the field,
dospite taldng heavy casualties from airstrikes, artillery, and friendly
dafensive fires, Rapdd reaction by Milx Force units and supporting fire-
powor provod to be crucial factors in extracting embattled CIDG units on
theso occasions,

The lncreased tempo of fightirg is re¢Tlected in the shatistical
data far the reporting period, A total of 1,931 VC/NVA were killed, an
increase of 18% over the previous quarter, Also, there was a 26§ increase
in USASF Idlled, a 35% increase in CIDG killed, and a 7% increase in RF/PF
Klled, A significant number of the increased friendly caswalties were the
result of minos and booby traps,

Special operations contimued to penetrate enemy base areas and inter-
dict routes of infiltration. Three operations were particularly noteworthy
for their taoctical developments, Blackjack 33 was the first opu.ution in
which a mobile guerrilla force was employed in conjunction with long range
reconnalssance elements (Project Sigma). On 13 May two Mike Force companies
from Nhe Trang conducted 2 parachute assawl® in the Seven Mountains rogion of
IV CT2. A quick reaction operation, the jump was made only 18 hours after
approval was given, Blackjack 42 marked the first infiltration by sea of
Special Farces assets into an enemy base area,

In IV CYZ much effort was dovoted {o preparations for the upcoming
flood season, A training program with emphasis on boat tactics and operations
was implemented, and camps were improved and rebuilt to withstand the flood
waters, The alrboat facllity at Cao Lanh was completed in Mey, but suffered
severe demage during ths VG attack on 3-4 dnly. The VC evidently vealize
the tactical potential of the ailrboats in flooded areas and are atiempting
to eliminate them before the season begins.

Two CIDG camps, Flei Mrong and Vinh Gia, were turmed over to VNSF
oontrol and the USASF detachments withdrawn, These are the first two campe
to be turned over under a program desigred to conserve USASKF wanpower and
tius facilitate the opening of new cemps in other locatlons,

Revolutionary Development support activities were highlighted by
two highly successful refugee resettlement projlects, one at Bwnard in JII
CTZ amd the other in the vicinity of Cemps Duc Go and Flel Me in Meliku

" Province, Othor highlights wore the bullding of a sawmill at Tra Bong and

the establishment of a rice buying association in I CTZ, The handling of
refugees in the vicinity of Ba To left much to be desired, but was significant
in that many valuable lessons were learned from this experisnoe.

Tho Group's Concept of Employment for CY 1968 was campleted this

.quarter and was submitted to COMUSMACV for approval, Plaming has bgen

initiated on the ‘.melﬁmentatign of the proposed concept.
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2., (C) 1Intelligence:

a, During the rsporting reriod th: orientation and subsequont
depioyment of the MI augmentation detachment, throughtout all Four Coryps Tac-
tical Zones, was accamplished. In consideration of the country-wide mission
of 5bh Special Forces Group {(Abn), it was concluded the MI augmentation det-
dchmept could most effectively be employed using a field team concejpt, Four
field teams and a headquarters team were organized, The composition of each
field team is a9 follows:

1, Counter Intelligence/Counter Espionage Section - 5 to 8
persconnel.

2, Coliection Scction - 3 to & persomnel,
3. Analysis Sectien

(a) 3 to 3 photo interpreters

(b) 2 interrogators

(c) &4 to 6 OB specialists

In addition to field tears and headguarters team, select personnel were ass-
igned in support of Group special operstions.

b. The regulations, directives, rsporting procedures, and guido-
lince outlining the scope, purpose, and objectives of the Group intelligence
progran were published in final form. These publications include Military
Intelllgence Program, Intelligence Information Reporting Procedures, Military
Intelligence Operatioral Planning Procedure, Source Administration Procedure,
and Intelligence Fund Expenditure and Reporting Procedure., A new program,
subiect: Effective Means of Combating the Viet Cong Infrastructure, was com—
pleted in draft form. This program is being coordinated with ICEX (U) rep-
resentatives for region IX and vwill be coordinated in all corp tactical zones
when completed in final form,

¢. The emvhesis of th2 intelligence effort, since formulation of
basic programs has b:en completed, is shifting to the timely acquisition, add-
vrate reporting, thorough and speedy analysis, and rapid dissemination of in-
telligence back down Lo ihe ¥AM deiachment. Produciion of factical OB continues
to receive prioiiiy erphasis since this type intelligence is vital t» survival
of the"A detachments. Froduction of infrastructure intelligence is being
upgraded but will, of necsssity, remain the secondary eflfort ail present.
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CONF IDENT LAL
AVGB-C 15 August 1967
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quariterly Pericd Ending 31 July 1967

3. (C) Operatioas and Training:
a. Plans

(1) During this quarter, the companies submitted input
for the group CY 1968 Concept of Operations., This input was incorperated
into the Qroup couniry plan cnd submitted to COMUSMACV. See Incl 4.

(2) Contingency plans tor employment at the 5th SFGA
assets in a general war posture were published,

(3) Studies are presently being conducted to determine
the feasibility of utilization of the USASF/VNSF/CIDG as Vietnamese border
pelice during the post hostilities p eriod.

(4) Planning continues for tne implementation of the
remainder of the CY 1957 Group ccncept for deployment of CIDG camps.
During the second semester of CY 1967, six CIBG camps will be converted
and six new camps established.

(5) Planning has been initiated for the implementation
of the propozed CY 1968 concept of operations.

b, Operations,

(1) Summery of significant cperatioans by Corps Tactical
Zones,

(a) I CtZ: On 4 May at 0330 hours, Camp Lang Vei,
A-101, Quang Tri Province, was subjected to an attack by an estimated come
pany size force supported by mortars, About one platoon of VC gained entry
into the camp. With the assistance of fire support from Khe Sanh, enemy
elaments were repelled from the camp by 0500. Two USASF were killed and
five wounided: 17 CIDG were killed, 35 wounded, and 38 missing. Enemy losses
were seven killed and five wounded. Subsecuent intelligence and PW inter~
rogation has indicated that the attackers wers aided from inside the camp
VC who had infilirated the CIDG units posing as recruits, One PW said that
he had heen contacted by the VC prior to the attack cnd directed to join
the CILG at Lang Vel in order to obtain information on the camp, After
Joining the CIDG, subject recruited four other CIDG to assist him., One
mar: was to detcimine the locations =i all bunkers within the camp, the
secend was to ropert on all the guard positions and how well the posts
ware manned, the thirdwas to make a sketch of ibe camp, and the fourth was
to report oumn supplies brought into the camp from Khe Sanh, The VO contacted
subject W cn four occasions prior to the 4 May attack to obtain the infor-
mation trat had been colleccted. On the night of the attack, subject FW and
anctiler CIDG kilisd twe orf the camp guards amd led the VO force thiough ithe
wire and mine field defencss into the camp's perimeter,

L
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AVGB~C 15 August 1967
SUBJECT: Opurational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 3L July 1567

On 7'May at 015 hours, RF OF #1 in Son Ha District, Quang Ngai Prov-
ince, was hit by mortur, rocoilless rifle and small arms fire fram an est-
imated two company forcc., RF forcus manning the OI' returned fire, supported
by AG=47's and 4,2 inch mortar fire fraw Camp Ha Thanh, A-104, The enemy
finally broke nontact at 0735 hours while an airstrike was in progress. An
exploitation force from Camp Ha Thanh confirmed the following enemy losses:
30 V¢ killed, two wounded, and 14 individual weapons captured. Also, per-
sonnel on the OP observed the enemy carrying dead and wounded as they with-
drew, TFriendly casualties were one RF killed 2nd two wounded.

On & May Camp Con Thien, A-110, Quang Tri Province, was attacked at
0230 hours by two battalions of the 812th NVA Regiment with sappers attached,
The assault was supported by mortars, rockets, and flame throwers, Artil-
lery amd air support were cmployed against the enemy throughout the attack.
The perimeter, vhich was defonded jointly by USMC, USAF, VNSF, and CIDG
personnel, was penetrated at two positions., Of the 212 enemy confirmed
killed in the attack, 38 were credited to USASF/VNSF/CIDG forces, Friendly
losses were 14 CIDG killed, four USASF and 16 CIDG wounded, two GIDG mis-
sing, in addition to 44 USMC killed, 110 USMC and five USNCB wounded.,

Enemy weapons captured included four flame throwers, four crew-served
weapons, 12 4Omm rockets, and over 100 individual weapons, Throughout the
month of May the camp was subjected to constant harassing fire by mortars,
artillery, rockets, and recoilless rifles, The total number of rounds
received was over 1,500; on one occasion some 250 rounds landed in a per-
iod of four minutes,

On 13 May a combat patrol from Ba To, A-106, Quang Ngai Province,
consisting of two USASF and 30 CIDG working in conjunction with clements
from Task Force Oregon in Operation Malheur, made contact with an estim-
ated platoon of VC, resulting in 21 enemy killed, six wounded, one rifle and
two LMG's captured. One USiASF was wounded, On 18 May another combat oper-
ation of the same composition, while at their night patrel base, made contact
with an estimated squad of VC attempting to penetrate the CIDG perimeter.
The engagement resulted in 17 enemy killed, one 60mm mortar and three AK 50
submachineguns captured., Friendly losses were two CIDG missing, one of
whom later rcturned to the camp. On 25 May a patrol of 50 CIDG end two
USASF from Thuong Duc, A-109; Quang Nam Frovincz, made contact with an
estimated two squads of VC resulting in nine V( killed, one captured, amd
five individual wecapons captured., There were no friendly casualties in the
encounter,

Operations from Tra Borg, A-107, Quang Ngai Irovince, accounted for much
¢f the action during June, with four significant contacts. On 12 June 2
company size combat patrol came under heavy automatic weapons and small
arms fire from a platoon size enamy force resulting in one CIDG killed; three
USASF, 24 CIDG, and one interpreter wounded. A platoon size helibome
cperation engaged an estimated company of VC on 19 June, resulting in two
VC killed, seven captured, 20 bunkers, 159 structures, and 1500 kilos of
rice destroyed, Seven secondary explosions were cbserved and 57 VC were
killed during airstrikes requested by the patrol. On 22 June another pla-
toon size operation from Tra Bong made contact with an estimated company of

5
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VC in fortified positions resulting in two CIDG killed and two wounded.
Enemy losses were one VC killed and four bunkers destroyed. Finally, on
27 June a reconnaissance patrol made contact with one enemy squad, produ-
cing five VC killed without incurring any friendly casualties. In other
act.ions during the month, a reconnaissance patrol from Hs Thanh, A-104,
Quang Ngai Frovince, was ambushed on 12 June by two companies of VC. One
USASF and two CIDG were killed, four CIDG wrunded, and two individual
weapons lost, On 28 June a platoon size patrol from Minh Long, A-108,
Quang Ngai Province, killed four VC and captured one along with one
weapon. No friendly casualties were sustained in this operation,

On 19 July a hleliborne operation from Gia Vuc, A~103, Quang Ngal
Irovince, received sniper fire fram an unknown number of VC while being
inserted. During the remainder of the day/three morc contacts were made
vith elements up to company size. Total results were nine VC killed, eight
VC wounded, one CIDG killed, and seven CIDG wounded, On 25 July & company
size heliborne operation with two USASF from Camp Tien ihuoc, A~10Z, in
Quang Tin Province, made contact with an estimated two companies of VC armed
with mortars, automatic weapons, and small arms. The VC succeeded in sur-
roundine the CIDG, who attempted to break out of the encirclement by adjust-
ing airstrikes and artillery fire on the enemy positions but were forced to
break up into small groups in order to evade the superior enemy force,
Helibo: ree medevac and extraction of small groups of CIDG were »<complished
under intens: enemy fire. A company size reaction force fram ... camp was
unable to link up with the besi¢ged friendly unit due to heavy enemy activity.
On 28 July one CIDG campany and two USASF fram Camp Tien Thuoc and ane cor-
pany from Camp Thuong Duc, A-109, in Quang Nam I'rovince, were helilifted
into the battle area. Supported by airstrikes and artillery, they conducted
a -sweep operation in order to pick up stragglers and recover bodies of
personnel killed in the action on 25 July. Ten CIDG bodies were recovered,
and one USASF who had been missing since 25 July was abie to contact the
friendly unit, The total results were 16 CIDG killed, one USASF and six
CIDG wounded, one VNSF and 22 CIDG missing in action. Forty weapons and
three radios were lost. Confirmed enemy losses were 58 VC killed. On
0 July a CIDG/RF/IT operation, with tour USASF, fran Camp Tra Bong, A-~187,
in Quang Ngai Province made contact with seven'VC while in a blocking posi-~
tion 1in support of a combined ARVN/ROK Marine operation. Six VC were
killed, and two weapons, two grenades, and one improvised mine seized with-
out incurring any friendly casualties,

(b) II CTZ: Between & and 14 May a search and de-
stroy operation from Mang Buk, A-246, Kontum I'rovince, made six separate
contacts resulting in a total of 16 VC killed, one captured, and six weapons
captured, These results were achieved with no friendly losses. On 15 May
at 0920 hours, four USASF, four VNSF and 230 CIDG from Dak To, A~244, Kontum
Province, received 60mm mortar fire. At 0930 hours, the operation made
heavy contact with an NVA company. On the 16th at 1500 hours, one company
of CIDG from Dak Seang, A-245, Kontum Province, had been helilifted in to
reinforce the Dak To operation. On 17 May, one company of Mike Force and

6
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On the 20th they has returned to their respective locations, Results of
tho operation: two USASF and seven CIDG killed, two USASF and 14 CIDG
wounded, eight NVA killed and one wcapon captured,

On 24 May at 0200, a combined operation, with one CLDG company from
T:n Ral, A-223, and one CIDG company froam An Lac, Ae234, Darlac Irovirce,
was attacked, The multi-company assault came from two directions and was
supported by 50 to 60 rounds of 8lmm mortar fire, The VC were armed with
light machingguns and other assorted small arms. The Tan Rai company was
driven fram its position, bul the An Lac company held. At approximately
0245 hours, two gun ships and an AC-47 arrived, and the VC attack slowed
to sporadic fire fights, At first light the firing coeased. At C700 hours
an ARVN Ranger battalion was air landed south of the battle area, The Tan
Rai company suffered one USASF and.seven CIDG killed, one USASF and nine
CIDG wounded. The An Lac company had 10 CIDG killed, two USASF and 19
CIDG wounded. VC losses were nine killed, one RID IMG and two carbines
captured,

On 30 May at 0940 hours, an operation fram Cung Son, A-221, Thu Yen
Frovince, made contact with an NVA company plus. Gun ships and fighters
were on station at approximately 1000 hours. The initial contact was broken
at 1145 hours when the NVA withdrew. The operation was reinforced by an-
other search and destroy operation in the same area and gave pursuit,
Sporadic contacts continued until 1340 hours. The results of the contact
were one USASF and three CIDG killed, seven CIDG wounded, 16 NVA killed and
11 weapons captured. On 3 June at Ol50 hours, Camp Cung Son received 1l
rounds of 120mm or 4.2 inch mortar fire. There was no damage since all
rounds landed outside the camp's perimeter. This attack —- the first time
the camp has ever been mortared -~ was probably in retaliation for losses
suffered on 29 and 30 May.

A patrol from Dong Tre, A-222, Thu Yen I'rovince, came under heavy au-
tomatic fire on 5 June, One CIDG company was dispatched to reinforce, but
also came into heavy contact. Numer.ous airstrikes were called in, and
one Mike Force Company from :leiku was sent to the Dong Tre camp to reinforce
the operation. The results of the contact were 28 CIDG killed, seven wounded,
nine missing, 14 small arms and one 60mm mortar lost. There were seven VC
killed. A villarer recported that he had helped bury 28 VC bodies on the
night of 5 June. An agent reported 43 VC had been Ikdlled in the contact.,
6n the Lth of June a search and destroy operation fram Trung Dung, A-502,
Khanh Hoa I'rovince, made a series of contacts, resulting in 12 VC killed,
nine weapons and various documents captured., On 12 June a patrol from
Plateau Gi, A~234, Kontum Province, sighted an NVA company moving aleng
a trail. A hasty ambush was set up, and the cnsuing fire fight lasted
appraoximately one hour, Results were one CIDG killed and two wounded, 23
NVA killed, six enemy weapons and documents captured,

On 14 June a CIDG urit from Gamp Dak To, A-24lh, Kontum Province, broke
ard fled from their night perimeter under attack by an estimated NVA company.
Two USASF and eight CIDG were left missing, six CIDG killed and 11 CIDG
wounded. One NVA was confirmed killed and ten estimated killed, Later

7
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly ieriod Ending 31 July 1967

that morning a Mike Force company vith four USLSF was deployed to search
for and recover the missing persomnel., On 15 June the operation initiated
contact with an estimated NVA campany. The Mike Force unit was overrun,
resulting in two more USLSF missing., The Mike Force Company Commander
rallied three squads and attempted to move forward but was beaten back by
the intense fire. As the enemy fire continued, the compary fled leaving the
two USASF with ten men, After resorting to E4E tactics, these individuals
rejoined the main body and established a perimeter. On 16 June, when all
stragglers had been gathered, the unit returned to Dak To. Results of this
action were two USASF ard eight Mike TForce pcrsonnel killed, 14 Mike Force
personnel wounded, At O430 hours the following morning, on 17 June, the
camp received a mortar attack lasting approximately on hour. Three USASF,
three attached US, seven Mike Force, and five CIDG were wounded; two CIDG
and one Mike Force killed. Additionally, five CIDG dependents were killed
and sevem.wounded.

A search and destroy operation from Van Canh, A-223, Ihu Yen I'rovince,
made contact on 19 June with an NVA company which mas well emtreched. Six
airstrikes were placed on the cnemy positions, after which they withdrew.
The CIDG then swept the area. The results were two CIDG killed, one USASF
and four CIDC wounded, There were 17 NVA killed and two weapons captured.
On 27 June a surv&illance operation from :olei Kleng, A-241, Kontum irovince,
made contact with two NVA compaines. Two airstrikes were called in, res-
ulting in nine NVA confirmed killed and another 155 estimated killed.

Elements of a screening operation from rlateau Gi, A-243, in Kontum
Province, made contact with a reinforced NVA compeny at 1500 hours on 11
July. The operation received automatic weapons and 82mm mortar fire until
2030 hours., At this time contact was broken with the aid of artillery
fire, Results of the contact were six CIDG wounded, nine NVA killed, and
two AK-47's captured. On 8 July an ambush and search and destroy operation
from Trang Phuc, A-233, Darlac Province, made contact with an KVA platoon,
L ten minute firefight ensued after which the NVA broke contact. On the
Sth at 1200 hours, the operation ambushed ten LVA moving along a trail.

The NVA immediately broke contact and fled. Results of the two contacte
were six NVA killed, four small arms and one crew served weapon captured.
One CIDG was wounded. On 18 July a CIDG element from Cung Son, A-221, in
Thu Yen Province ambushed one company of NVA carrying large quantities of
rice. The NVA were armed with AK-L7's and two M-16 rifles, Results of the
ambush were one CIDG killed, one CIDG wounded, nine NVA killed amd one M-16
rifle captrued.

Dn the 23rd at 1600 hours, a search and destroy operation from Camp Dak
Seany, A-245, Kontum Province, consisting of two USASF, iwo VNSF and 70
ClDC, acde contmet with an estimated company of NVA preparing night def-
ensive positions, A firefight ensued, after which the friendly elament
wrok= contact with the aid of artillery and eirstrikes. One CIDG was killed
and nine wounded, one VNSF anc one CIDG were missing. At 1800 hours on the
23r¢ a 70 man r.action force was dispatched to sweep the area of contact,
and the folloving morning this element was reinforced by an additional 80
CIDG. At 1100 hours the operaticn engaged in a brief firefight with an
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estimated company of NVA, raosulting in ihree CIDG wounded. The next day,
25 July, the body cf one VNSF that was previously carried as missing was
recovered by the operation. Results of the two contacts were onc CIDG
killed, 14 CIDG wounded, one CIDG missing and one VNSF killed. Equipment
losses were two BAR's, scven carbines and twe HT-1 radios,

During the reporting pericd CIDG operations have been conducted in
support of the following major operations in II CTZ: Francis Marion (4th
Inf Div), Grecly (173rd Abn Bde), Stillwell (4th Inf DivQ, Pershing (ist
Cav Div), and ROK operations conducted 9-31 July.

(¢) III CTZ: Throughout the reporting period
numerous casualties were caused by mines and booby traps, especially in
Hau Nghia and Long An Provinces, Camp I'rek Klok, A-322, Tay Ninh T'rov-
ince, was constantly harassed by enemy mortar attacks, US couhter-mortar
radar at Prek Klok plotted enemy positions as close as 1000 meters frum the
camp during these attacks,

On 9 May, a two company CIDG operation from Hiep Heca was in an advah-
tageous position to react to a multi-company VC force which had made an attack
on two River Assault Group boats which were patrolling the Oriental River.
The CIDG operation intercepted and pursued the withdrawing VC units, Close
air support and reinforcements deployed by both Hiep Hoa and Tra Cu, A-352,
aided in the destruction of the enemy. Forty-nine enemy were killed during
this action, Again on 16 May, a company operation fram Hiep Hoa made contact
with a multi-company VC force. Elements of the 1/27 and 2/27 Infantry, 25th
US Infantry Division, were deployed by helicopter as reinforcements, and the
operation onded with 34 enemy killed.

On 6 May, Camp Tong Le Chon, A-334, Binh Long I'rovince, came under a
heavy mortar attack by an estimated VC battalion minus, resulting in six
Mike Force personnel killed, 39 wounded, one CIDG killed and three wounded.
On 26 May at Camp Tong Le Chon, a Mike Force operation made contact with
a large enemy force including a hospital staff, nurses, and patients, approx-
imately eight kilometers north of the camp. Heavy contact was maintained
for appraximately three hours. The Mike Force assaulted the enemy's forti-
fied positijons, and artillery and airstrikes were called in. The operation
recdived an ammunition resupply as well as reinforcements. The enany
finelly withdrew northwest towards Cambodia. Friendly losses in this action
were one USASF killed, one wounded, four Mike Force killed and 22 wounded.
Two VC were killed, and assorted medical supplies and documents were capt-
ured.

On 1; May a CIDG company minus operation from Chi Linh, A-333, Binh
Long Province, made contact with an cstimated VC company armed with assorted
small arms and automatic weapms includirg M-16 rifles, A 45 minute fire-
fight resulted in one USASF killed, five CIDG killed, 13 CIDG wounded and
three weapons lost. An AC-47, airstrikes, and artillery were called in,
vwhich caused the VC to bresk contact and Tlee in &1l directions. Five VC
were confirmed killed with an unknown numbsr killed or wounded by airstrikes,
On 28 May, a CIDG operation from Chi Linh made contact with an estimated
platoon, The friendly element called in artillery amd airstrikes and engaged
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the enemy with small arms fire. The eneny broke contact imnmediately with
the friendly element in close pursuit. Several minutes later, the friendly
element was attacked by an estimated VC company. During the ensuing fire-
fight, radio contact was lost with the ground force and a radio was dropped
in, Friendly casualtles from this action were one USASF killed, one wounded,
three CIDG killed, eight wounded, ten weapons and one :1RC-25 radio lost,

Five enemy were killed,

On Lk June a company size operation in the vicinity of Hiep Hoa, A-351,
Hau Nghia Province, made several contacts accounting for a total of nine
VC killed, Two USASF were wounded, one CIDG killed and four wounded; mest
of the friendly casualties were caused by booby traps. On 11 June a Mike
Force operation ir the vicinity of Chi Linh, A--333, Binh Long 1rovince,
made contact with an estimated VC company. The enemy was deployed on line
and fired assorted smwall amms, automatic weapans, and 82mm mortars, Friendly
forces returned the fire and called in artillery, a FAC, and a light fire
team. After 45 minutes, the enemy broke contact and withdrew, leaving seven
killed and assorted equipment. No friendly casualties were sustained,

A patrol conducted in the vicinity of Loc Ninh, A-331, Binh Lang iroa
vince, made contact on 22 June with five VC, After five minutes the VC
broke coantact with friendly e¢leanments in pursuit. This contact resulted in
che VC killed., Later that afternoon the element in pursuit made contact
with a VC battalion which opened fire from three sides using automatic
weapons. The friendly element took a defensive position and called for a
light fire team and air strikes which caused the enemy to withdraw. On
23 June contact was made with the point elanent of a VC company, but was
broken with no casualties reported. At 1400 hours the 4th Mike Torce
Company arrived by helicopter and linked up with the operation. All elem~
ents were pliced in a deiensive positim, and H&I fire was directed on
suspected VC locations. At 0837 hours on 24 June, the combined force dis-
covered 10 VG killed by airstrikes and two enemy weapons, .t 1058 hours
a MEDEVAC aircraft was fired on by two VC squads. After an exchange of
fire, the VC withdrew, with the combined force in pursuit. Contact was
again made with two squads of VC firing automatic weapons, and broken at
1202 hours., Still in.pursuit, the combined force made contact with an
estimated VC company. The VC broke contact and withdrew after artillery
and airstrikes had been called in. This entire operation resulted in 20
VC killed ard five enemy weapons capturcd. Friendly forces sustained one
USASF, seven CIDG, two Mike Force personnel, and onc interpreter killed;

27 CIDG and four Mike Force personnel wounded; five rifles and tow radios
lost,

On 28 June an estimated VC platoon initiated contact wich another
operation fruam Loc Ninh, Friendly elements wmoved.into defensive positions
with 105mm and 175mm artillery in support., 4 light fire team and tactical
aircraft were requested, At 1220 hours the enemy positions were reinforced,
bringing the total estimated VG strength to a company or larger. One USASF
was killed, two USASF wounded, five CIDG killed and 24 CIDG wounded. Medical
evacuation could not be accomplished because of intense enamy fire and adverse
weather conditions in the operational area. At 1620 hours two Mike Force
companies were helilifted from Loc Ninh to reinforce the friendly elements,
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The two Mike Force companies linked up with friendly clements without in-
cident, The VC withdrew, and by 1900 hours cvacuation of the dead and
wounded was completed, At dawn on 29 June the contact arca was assessocd,
revealing one VC killed by airstrikes and four additional CIDG killed.

At 0955 on 12 July a search and destroy operation consisting of 87 CIDG

and two USASF from Toang Le Chon, A-334, Binh Long lrovince, sighted an
ostipiated VC regimen* moving alang a trail, Friendly elements opendd fire
with small arms and withdrew to a defensive perimeter, calling in 1C5mm

and 175m artillery an the enemy positions. Contact wes broken at 1000
hours, No friendly casualties were sustained. At 1535 hours this operation
moved back to the contact area to assess the artillery damage and was am-
bushed by an estimated two companies of VC. Friendly slements returned the
fire, called 105mm and 175mm artillery into the VC positions, and, under the
protection of an airstrike, withdrew again to defensive positions. Sporadic
small arms fire wes received until 1800 hours. Results of this operation
were three CIDG killed, threc wounded and three missing; one USASF wounded,
and ten V¢ killed. At 1140 hours on 19 July a local security elament at
Camp Irek Klok, A-322, Tay Ninh I'rovince, made contact with a VG platoon.
After a short..cxchange of fire in vhich one CIDG was wourded, the VC plat-
oon withdrew, At 1627 hours Camp irek Klok recsived 12 rounds of 82mm
mortar fire, Ten rounds landed on the inner perimeter and two rounds on

the perimeter wire. Countcremortar fire was employed and artillery directed
into suspected VC firing positions., One CIDG was killed; one USASF, 11
CIDG and two civilian mechanics wounded. On 27 July a waterborme search
and destroy operation consistir g of two companics of CIDG, four USASF and
three VNSF, made contact with an cstimated company of VC ten kilometere
northwest of Ben Soi, A-321, Tay Ninh Irovince. After s ten rinute firefight
the VC broke contect and withdrew; results of this contact were ¢ne VC-..-
killed and four wounded, two CIDG killed, 11 CIDG and one USASF wounded,
nine boats and one .30 cal light machinegun slightly damaged.

(d) IV CTZ: On 2 May,,two companies of CIDG from
My Thuoc Tay initiated contact with two VC companies. After a two hour
firefight, 21 VC were confirmed killed, and three small arms, a large amount
of documents, assorted equipment and ammunition were captured. Ou 1li May
one platoon of CIDG om O securlty abt My An initlatod comtact with a VC
platoon., A ten minute firefight ensued during which the CIDG were support.ed
by 4.2 inch mortars and 105mm howitzers., Results of the contact were 16
VC killed. Camp Ba Xoai, A-421, Chau Doc Province, was attacked by a rein-
forced VC company on 19 May. The cnemy employed 57mm ana 75mm recoilless
rifles, 60mn and 8lmu mortars, machine guns.and small arms in the attack.
The camp was not physically assaulted; all firing was from approximately
600 meters out. The camp was supported by artillery from Chi Lang Training
Center and by AC-47 . aircraft. After a firefight lasting approximately two
hours, the VC broke contact and withdrew west toward Cambodia. Frimndly
losses were one CIDG killed, three CIDG and four USASF wounded; the team
house, vehicles znd TR+20 radio were damaged. There were no confirmed VC
casurlties, but three litters and bloody clothing were found, indicating
at least six VC casualties.
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& company of CIDG from ihu Quoc, A-441, Kien CGiang Province, made con-
tact on 4 June with an unknown number of VC approximetely ten kilometers
southeast of camp. After a short firec fight the VC broke contact and with-
drew with the friendly elament in pursuit., Friendly losses were on USASF
and two CIDG killed, while the cnemy suffered 11 killed and 1l weapons
oscized, Qperation Le Dinh Dao 10, 8-11 June, was the first major foot-
mobile operation conducted by the CIDG over a sustaired period of time in .
the VC controlled area known as the "Pocket" in southeastern Kien Tuong
Province. Eight hundred CIDG troops were employed initially, including troops
from Camps My An, Kinh Quan II, Tuyen Nhon, and My Phucc Tsy. On the first
day of the operation, 8 Junc, an additional 150 CIDG from Camp Binh Thanh
Thon were airlanded to reinforce units from My Thuoc Tay which had made
heavy contact as they moved into the operational area, Contact with the
enemy, elements of the 261lst Bn of the Dong Thap I Regiment, lasted approx-
imately five hours, Sporadic contact comtinued for the next twe days;
however, no pajor VC units were cencountered. Results of the operation in-
cluded 32 VC killed, 13 captured (wourded also); five CIDG killed; 25 CIDG,
one VNSF, two US.SF, and one helicopter crewmn wounded. In addition,

72 rounds of 8lmn mortar ammunition, four weapons, and 10 kg of documents
were captured, and numerous bunker, structures, and sampans destroyed.

On 28 June at 0955 hours, Operation Le Dinh Dao 9, a search and destroy
operation from Moc Hoa, B-41, Kien Tuong Province, consisting of ten com-
nitted CIDG companies supported by tactical air and helicopters with three
CIDG companies in reserve, made contact with a reinforeed VC company approx-
imately 30 kilometers south of Moc Hoa., The VC used rockets, 60mm mortars,
+50 cal machine guns, ,30 cal machine guns, and assorted small arms in attaek-
ing a CIDG company. After five minutes of close combat the VC withdrew
southeast and deployed in a defensive position, The CIDG company was reine
foreced by another CIDG compeany and air strikes and armed helileopters were
directed againet the V¢, Sporadic contact wnhs made throughout the day with
company 8izs clements of the VC 263rd Main Foree Battalion, Friendly losses
on &3 June were thrse USASF, ane VNSF and 19 CIDC killed; aw ;USLSF, one VNS
and 20 GIDG woundedj 4O CIDG missing, V€ losses were 50 killed, four wounded
and two captured. On 272 June at approximately 0900 hours all the CIDG
companies were pulled out, and a reaction force consisting of tiwo Mike Foree
and 8ix CIDG eompanics was committed in thoe contnet area to seal off and
destroy the VC, The Mike Force companlies swept south through the contact
area mking a total of six eéntnots whieh resulted in 24 VC killed and four
captured, with no friendly losscs, Thirty-one bodies of the 40 CIDG reported
as missing were rocovored, The CIDG companies made two contacts, resulting
in one VC killed and no friondly casualties, The operatlcon terminatod on
29 June at 1830 hours with the following ovorall results: friendly losses
were three USASF, one VNSF, and 53 CIDG killedj one USASF, one VNSF and 21
CIDG wounded; nine CIDG missing, VC lossus were 75 killed, four wounded and
six captured, 12
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On 3 July at 2400 hours inst~llations in the town of Cao Lanh, Kien
Phong Province, came under heavy VC mortar, rifle grenade, antitank rocket
and small arms fire. The primary atiack was against the USASF, airboat
facility with sccondary attacks on theB-43 compound, National DPolico Station,
Kian Thong Scctor Headquarters and the CORDS compound, Friendly troops
observed the muzzle flashes of the VC weapons and returned fire with 4,2
mortars, 105mm howitzers and =mall arms. A FAC and an AC-47 were on statian
at 0035 hours, at which time the VC brocke contact., One USASF, one civilian
(Filipino) tech rep, five CIDG, six securily puards, and seven civilians
wore wounded; one ARVN soldier and one civilian were killed. Minor damage
was sustained by the buildingsin the B-43 compound. Extensive damage was
done to the airboat site. The following major items of equipment were
destroyed; one 2§—ton truck, onc air compressor, one airboat (complcte),
six airboat engires and all spare parts for boat repairs to include special
tools. The maintenence shed was totally decstroyed, and all bulldings on
boat site are in need of minor repairs. The VC losses are unknown.

On the 14th of July at 0245 hours Camp My An, A-433, in Kien Phong
I'rovince; the town of My An, and two mobile OP's south of the camp, came
under attack by an estimated VC battalion. The attack was concentrated
on the two OP's with suppressive fires an the camp and town so they could not
give sufficient fire support or reinforce the OP's, Counter mortar was
fired from the camp and 105umm howitzer from the town. Tactical aircraft and
AC-47 were on station at 0330, bringingthe VC under fire. The VC broke contact
at 0545 hours withdrawing to the scutheast taking their dcad and wounded in
13 sampans, Results of the attack were 12 CIDG killed; two USASF, two VNSF
and 33 CIDG wounded; one ,30 cal machine gun and two assault boats with
motars lost. VC losses wire five confirmed VC killed with an ostimated $0
additional VC either killed or wounded, One AK-47 rifle and one claymore
mine were seized,

On the 17th at 0900 hours, detachment A-441 on Phu Quoc Island dispatched
two USASF, one cambat recon platoon and one company of CIDG on a search
&nd destroy operation in response to intelligence. At 1305 hours tactical
aircraft conducted 11 airstrikes in the target area. At 1430 hours the
ajrstrikes lifted, and the friemdly element, supported by 4.2 inch mortar
fire, moved into the area, At 1500 hours the combat reccn platoon made contact
with four VC, kiliing one and wounding another. At 1640 hours the company
of CIDG initiated contact with eight VC, who broke contact after an.eight
minute fire fight wich rcsulted in onc VC killed and two ClUG wounded, By
A00 hours a complete assessment of the target area had been made, revealing
an additional six VG killed. A FAC reported seeing a number of VC bodies
being carried away. Total results of the operation were two CIDG wounded,
eight VC killed, four VC suspects getained, one VC wounded, three structures
destroyed, 600 kilos of rice, two kilos of documents and three kilos of med-
ical supplies captured. On the 25th at 0645, a platoon of Chieu Hois and
two USASF from Kinh Quan II, A-412, Kien VPhong Province, ambushed & company
of VC appraximately 15 kilometers southeast of camp. A 15 minute firefight
ensued resulting in six VC killed, two weapons and two kilos of documents
captured, with no friendly casualties.
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(2) CIDG camps: On 1 May Detachment A-252 was withdrawn
from.; el ¥rong, ileiku Province, leavirg thc VNSF detachment to run the camp
without advisors, This was the first test of a new concept designed to
conserve USASF assots and thru facilitate the deployment of additional camps
in new locations. The second camv to Ve turned over to the VNSF under this
program was ¥inh Gia in IV CTZ, Control of the camp was transferred to the
VNSF detacment on 27 June, and USASF Detachment A-422 was with drawn on 30
Junc. See Inclosure 6 for a progress report on this program, On 15 May,
Detachment B-3] terminaled its mission at Xuan Loc and Nui Thi, and all
personnel and equipment were move to Company A at Bien Hoa. The buildings
proviously occupied by the detactlment were turned over to Sector &ontrol.
Personnel have been reassigned to other Speclal Forces detachments through-
out the Corps irea. On 26 May three CIDG companies, one¢ CRP, USASF Det-
achment A-126 werc airlifted to Luong Hoa in Long An Provincg to open a
new CIDG camp. The 25th ARVN Division and the 36th ARVN Ranger Battalion
conducted QOperation Victory Trail ip support of the camp opening. In 1I
CTZ the closing of Bong Son and the openinpg of Ha Tay was completed on 12
June, On 24 June Detachment A-2254 at Le Hal officially turned their post
at the Dong Xuwan Dis*rict Headguarters over to an element of MACV Team 28,
The CIDG camp at Con Thien, just below the IMZ, was turned over to the USMC
on 25 July for use as an outpost. Heavy pressurc from NVA forces in the
vicinity of the DMZ and the presence of large USMC units in the immediate
area of the cemp precluded accomplishment of the CIDG mission,

(3) The designations for most of the "A" detachments
in IV CTZ were changed effective 1 June 1967, The purpose of the charge was
to morc readily identify the “iv detachments with their parent "B" detach-
ments, The first two numbers of cach detachment now correspond to the
number of its "B" detachment. The five detachments that report directly
to Company D have designations starting with the numbers "40". New dcsige
natims are as follows:

o NEw

Don Phuc (Mike Force) 5L=430 A-L0Y
To Chau (lst MGF) A=431 L-1,02
To Chau (8d MGF) A=l32 A-103
Binh Hung A=l31 J
Ha Tien A-42) A-L05
My Thuoc Tay A-L2L A=411
Kinh Quan II A-L16 A=412
Ba Xoail A-429 A-42)
Cai Cai A-412 A-i31
Thuong Thoi A-425 A-432
My An A-1426 A-433
Thu Quoc A=L27 A-L41
rhu Quoc A=L28 A=lhy2

(%) ' Irepoxation for the coming fl06d seas n was - .asized
in the IV Corps Area. A training program was implemented with prime.
emphasis on boat tactics and operations to include the employment of sam-
pans, assault boats, and airboats, Berms, draiiage systems, and pumping
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facilities have been rebuilt and improved to withstand the flood waters,
Supplies, ammunition and equipment arc being pre-stocked in the camps to
preclude sauo of the resuppLy problems whcn thc floods come. The Company
5th SFGA; US 9th Inf Div, I1 & IForceV, and rej uwsentatlves from COMAVFRYV
to insurc a unified effort (see inclosure 25, Company D Flood 'lan), The
airboat site at Cao Lanh, Kien I'huong Provirce was completed in May but
suffered severe damagu during the VO atlack on 3-4 July {see paragraph

3b(1){d) above).
¢, Special Operations.

(1) Operation Buckner: Conducted by Detachment B-50
(Project Omega), this operation toock pl ce in western Kontum lrovince, II
CTZ, from 15 April to 15 May. There were 13 reconraissance tean .and twe
company operations in the AO, Nineteen contacts and seven air strikes
resulted in 12 VC killed, fcur wounded, and four captured, One Mike Force
soldier was wounded.

(2) Blackjack 41: This mobile guerrilla operation began i
on 19 January, vith ihase I terminating on 23 March, lhase II began on :
17 May. The operational area was the Seven Mountai s region of IV CTZ. ;
See Inclosure 15 for after action report. In addition, operation Arrowhead, 3
a Mike Force parachute assualt, was conducted in support of the mobile
guerrilla force. See Inclosure 16.

(3) Blackjack 24: This operation was conducted in north-
western Kantum Province by the [~219 Mike Force, the A-217 mobile guerrilla
force, and CIDG elements from iA-242 as a diversionary force. It began on
16 March and ended on 19 May, with 16 contacts made during the operation,
Friendly casualties were one USASF killed and one wounded, one Mike Force
goldier killed and nine wounded. Enemy losses were 11 killed, six wounded,

one captured, 152 buildings destroyed, 13 tons of food destroyed, and five
weapns seized.

(4) Blackjack 25: During the period 15 April - 20 May
mobile guerrilla elements made 11 contacts in the area o} operation, which
was located in central Kontum Provirce. Friendly casualties were seven
USASF wounded, two Mike Force soldiers killed and 20 wpurded. Enenmy losses
were 19 killed, seven wounded, 96 structures and 100 kg of’ food desftoyed,
and nine weapons captured. :

(5) Blackjack 33: This operation was conducted in cen-
tral IIT CTZ from 27 April to 24 May, For the first time mobile guerrilla
elements werc employed in conjunction with long rapge reconnaissance teams
(B-565 ircject Sigma), resulting in an impressive total of 320 enemy killed.
See Inclosure 12 for after action report
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(6) OPORD 5-67: From 10 April td 15 June rcconnaissance
teams and Ranger companies from lroject Declta, Detachment B~52, operated in
the Ashau-Aloui Valley in I CTZ. See Inclosure 18 for after action report.

(7) Blackjack 42: This was a mobile guerilla operation
conducted in southeastern Vinh Binh Province, IV CTZ, from 3 June to 2 July.
It marked the first amphibious infiltration conducted by Spetial Forces
advised elements in Vietnam. See Inclosure 17 for after action report.

(8) Blackjack 26: Runring fram 15 June to 14 July, this
was a mobile guerrills operation conducted in northeastern Kontum and north-
western Binh Dinh Provinces by the 23rd Mike Force Company {A-219). Only
four contacts were made, resulting in three USASF wounded, two Mike Force
soldiers killed and three wounded. Although there were no confirmed enemy
casualties, 27 strucétires amd four tons of food were destroyed, and one
weapon was captured,

(9) Blackjack 34: Conducted during the period 16-21
July, this was a mobile guerrilla operation in northeastern Binh Long and
northwestern Phuoc Lang Provinces. The operation discovered a VC regiment
and killed 126 of the enemy while suffering only three USASF wounded, one
Mike Force soldier killed and 33 wounded. See Inclosure 14 for after action
report.

d. Training,
(1) Recondo School
(a) General

1. NR  USASF ASSD  ATCH'D

OFF B OFF

May 5 27 1 RCK

Jun 5 29 1 RK 1 AUST.
Jul 5 30 2 ROK 1 AUST.

2., During this reporting period the MACV
Recondo School received student classes R-13=67 through R-2-62. The fol-
lowing is a breakdown of students by units and Corps arens for thewm classes,

I CORPS IN DROCPED "~ GRADUATED CCMI'LETED . IN TRLINING
lst Mar Div 2 0] 1 1 . 0
3rd MAF 2 1 1 0 0
ROK Marines 2 0 2 0 0
16
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I1 CORPS

1st Cav Div (AM) 72 2 39 2 7

4th Inf Div (=) AR 18 18 0 5

3/25th Inf Div 12 1 10 1 0

1/101 fbn Div 10 2 8 0 0

ROK Forces L3 5 26 6 6

Hgq Tng Div MACVY 1l 0 0] 0 1

III CORPS

1st Inf Div L8 27 12 0 9 ;

25th Inf Div(-) 17 7 10 0 0 g

173rd fbn Bde (Sep) 26 2 19 0 5 ’

196th Lt Inf Bde kL 2 2 0 0

199th Lt Inf Bde A 4 9 0 8

9th Inf Div L5 17 15 2 n

1lth Arm Cav Reg 5 1 L 0 0

5th SFG 1 1 0 0 0]

1st T'hil Cag 9 2 A 0 3 t
3. The mission of the MACV Recondo School is |

to train selected persomnel from US/FWMAF units in specialized techniques and

skilletnecessary to conduct successful long range reconnaissance operations

in the Republic of South Vietnam.
(b) Operations and Training Activities,

IMans - N/A
Operations

|

a Number/type operaticn conducted
Day Night Recondo CIDG

(1) Attacks 0 0 o] 0 '
2) Blocking Actions O 0 o] (o} -

(3) Escort Action 9 0 0 9

(4) Combat Patrols 0 c 0 0
( %) Recon Patrols 40 O W 0 i
(6) fmbushes 0 80 80 O :
|
b  Number of friendly initiated contacts :
Day Night  Recondo |

0 0 0
¢ VC Losses (Confirmed) ;
(1) VC Killed: O
7
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AVGB-C 18 August 1967
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1967

(2) VC Captured: 0
(3) VC Wounded: O
(L) VC Suspects; 15
(5) VC Weapon: O

d TFriendly Losses
USASF RECONDO STD CIDG
(1) Killed 0 0
(2) Wounded 0 0
(3) Missing 0 0
(L) Weapons Lost 0 0

4. Training: Recondo classecs now receive a
282 hou: POI. See Inclosure 9,

(¢) Logistics. The MACV Recondo School is supported
logistically by USARV ard the lst Logistical Command.

(2) Dong Ba Thin VNSF Training Center.

(a) Courses graduated or in progress during the
reporting period:

CIDG #23 10 Apr
CIDG #24 15 May
CIDG #25 03 Jul

15 May 102
27 Jun 128
11 Aug 121

CRP #21 17 Apr - 21 May 248
GRP #f22 2i, May -~ 28 Jun 232
CRP #23 03 Jul - Q7 hug 2,8
CIDG Radio #10 Apr - 28 Aug 37

LLDB RCT #6 31 Jul

(b) The BasiciAirborne Course was attended by Mike
Force units from D & C Company, 5th Special Forces Group, during the months
of May, June and July, Also attending were selected US personnel., A total
of 215 sutudents graduated from the basic airborne couse during the reporting
period, The couse is tapght by USASF personnel assigned to Detachment
B-51. While the airborne course is in session, the Detachment !'s capability

to monitor other training and conduct operations is decreased because of
personnel shortages,

(¢) During the reporting period the following
combat operatims were conducted:

OPN SIZE DURATION CONTACTS
T-10 2 Flatoons 3 Days Neg
T-11"2 Platoons 3 Days Neg

CONFIDENE] AL
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SUBJECT: Operatinmal Report for Quarterly Feriod Ending 31 July 1967 '

T-12 2 Platoons 3 Days Neg

T-13 8 Platoons 5 Days 1 VC KIa
T-14 1 Tlatoons L Days Neg
T-15 8 Platoons 5 Days Neg
T316 2 Plaioons 2 Days Neg
: T~18 2 Platoons 5 Days Neg
T-19 3 Platoons 5 Days Neg

T-20 2 Flatonns 5 Days 1 Squad(2 CIDG-WIA)
T-21 2 Platoons 5 Days Neg
T-22 2 Platoons L Days Neg

- &,
(d) The camp nightly deploys four to five squad
ambushes or securily patrols, The CIDG leaders cause, the LLDB course and
the CRP course conclude with field training excrcises into areas which provide
opportunity for enemy cantact and thus add a degree of realism and serious- ;
ness to fleld training. !

(e) Aviation: The tactical airlift liason personnel
provided by the U.,S. hir Force increased to three officers in May 1967. The
Group is now suppo: “ed by the senior tactical airlift liason officer at Nma :
Trang and one assistant for C and B Company and a second assistant for A and ;
D Compmy. A marked improvement. in the cfficiency of air movement operations i
at the forward supply points has been noted,

(1) A pocketosize close air support gnide for

ge air suphort
ground commanders was produced. The guide will be distributed down to the
"A" detachments and will provide the ground commander with a quick reference
for minimmm safe distance for each type of air delivered munition and its

pattern of effect.

(2) The C-7A caribou assets under the cpera-
tiorel control of the 5th Special Forces Group were increased to eleven air-
craft daily. The redistribution of assets has enambled the Group to place
two caribous at each forward supply point,

(3) Portable airfield lighting sets were dis-
tributed to each "A" detachment, increasingthe-operatimmal capability of all
Special Forces airfields in the Reupulbic of Vietnam,

(f£) Combat Developments: See Inclosure -8 for a
tummary of all projects currently under evaluation.
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L, (U) LOGISTICS

a, General. From 1 May through 30 June 67 the Logistic Support
Center continued to provide the 5th SFGA's far flung detac. hments and companies
with all classes of supplies and up to and including 5th echelon ordnance,
signal and engineer maintenance. More than 10,000 tons of supplies were
delivered to subordinate units by all methods of transportation. Over 700
tons of food, ammunition and general supplies were parachuted to isolated
camps and in support of special operaticns,

b, Supply.

(1) Construction of facilities for a fifth forward supply point
was initiated with an expected completion date of 1% September 1967. This
action will complete the decentralization of the 5tu SFGA logistics system
ani will provide a reduced order-ship time and further dispersal of supplies.

(2) Part of the LSC stockage level of critical supplies and equip-
ment, such as weapons and radios, has been dispersed to the Logistical Annex
at Detachment B-55 Saigon.

(3) A new ration warehouse has been campleted, allowing the LSC
to store rice in large quantities under optimum storage space, This allows
ISC to purchase rice in large quantities when the market price is low. A
recent purchase of 25,000 bags was made at a saving of fifty piasters per bag.

(4) Ammunition stockage levels were reduced from a sixty to a
thirty day level., All ammunition in excess of the thirty day level is being
turmed in to Cam Ranh Bay. A rehabilitation plan to construct new berms within
the ammunition dump has been implemented with an expected completion datc of
20 August 1967.

{5) The petroleum storage area has been bermed to reduce possible
fire hazards,

(6) POL and ammunition are ro longer placed on the ready lines
within the LSC. These supplies are now moved directly from their respective
storage areas to the aircraft loading ramp, thereby further reducing fire
and explosion hazards.

(7) A significart movements achievement was accomplished during
the month of June when sea shipment {onnage equaled the tonnage shipped by air.
This was the first time in 5th SFGA history that sea shipments equalled air
shipments, thereby significantly reducing the drain en the in-country airlift
systems, larde quantities of bulk, low priority cargo can now be shipped more
economically to Danang, Qui Nhon, Can Tho, and Bien Hoa, keeping the high priority
cargo for aerial port shipment .

(8) A covered, elevated ramp has been constructed to allow more
and larger rigging lines for the preparation of lcads for air land and air
drop, To decrease aircraft loading time, a direct access gate from the C7A
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aircraft parking area to the rigging ramp has been made, and the area is now
in the process of being covered with PSP to provide an all-weather operating
surface for forklifts,

(9) Direct shipment schedules have been made with the.Counter
Insurgency Support Office to our forward supply peints in Danang and Bien Hoa,
These schedules are designed to reduce handling, reduce the order-ship time
ard eliminate re-shipment from Nha Trang. A test delivery schedule is being
made on rations, cement, and lumber.

(10) A logistical briefing has been given to Brig Gen Quang,
LIDG Commander, his staff, and all LLDB VB" Detachment Commanders,

(11) LSC security has been improved by the addition of American
guards and observation towers.

(12) A1l "A" camp generators in the II CTZ are being standardized
to reduce repair parts stockage and to helr eliminate repair parts problems,




5. (U) Revolutionary Development Support Activities.

a, The most significant development in the field of RDSA resulted
from initiating regulary scheduled counterpart meetings during the reporting
period, The medium of the joint meeting (i.e. LLDB Political Warfare Section
and 5ht SFGA RDSA/PSYOPS) has effected a centralized communications channel
for coordinated planning, mutual exchange of ideas and eventually a single
program designed to accomplish bi-laterally developed objectives. A summnary
of the Joint conference is illustrative of the results achieved thus far
from joint meetings.,

(1) The meeting held on 12 May 67, resulted in:

(a) A joint USASF/LLDB field trip to Gia Vuc to analize the
reasons for the deterioration in troop morale and lack of motivation to
conduct combat operations. CPT Ho, LLDB POLWAR Section accompanied CPT
Drollinger to Gia Vuc on 14 May 67. Joint problem analysis and corrective ,
action provided the LLDB Det CO/USASF Det CO the program which ultimately !
resolved Gia Vuc's troop motivation problenm, '

(b) A reevaluation of the organization and capabilities of

the CIDG CA/I'SYOP squads. Subject on S-3 concurrence, the TOE strength of
the squads will be increased fram twelve to sixteen members, with an addit-
icnal capability of expanding to eighteen members in order to provide flex-
ibility as .ne TAOR situation may require. Further, the size and composition
of the squads would be dictated by the mission and TAOR requirements rather :
than by the VNSF/USASF detachment size (i.e. C, B, or A detachments). The -
recomnended basic squad size and composition is as follows:

1. Command Elenent: 1 Team Leader 1 Asst Team Leader

2, Political Indoctrination Cell: 1 Troop Education Spec.
1 Troop Service Spec, 1
1 Tfoop Indoctrintion
Spec
1 Athletic and Recreation ‘
Spec i

3. Psychological Warfare Cell: 1 Intelligence Spec
1 Civil Motivation Spec
1 Troop Motivation Spec

4, MAudio Visual Cell; 2 Audio Visual Spec . \
5. Medical Troop Social . )
Welfare Cell: 2 Medical Spec . ,

1 Social Welfare Spec o

6., PX/Commissary
(Camp Store) 2 Storekeeper

(2) The major objective of the first meeting was to identify LLDB
POLWAR missions as assigned by Joint General Staff RVNAF in order to determine .
22 \
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USASF advisory responsiblities so that the 5th SFGA could properly aline
RDSA/PSYOP personnel with their counterparts at all levels, As a result of

the ideas submitted, a joint staff study was initiated on 1 Jun 67, recommending
a combined RDSA/)"SYOI‘S Section be organized toadvise the VNSF in conduct of the
GVN POLWAR Program, RVNAF. This study will be completed by 15 Aug 67,

(3). The meeting held on 18 Jul 67 resulted in a mutual exchange
of job descriptions and delineation of duties in order to clarify both
LLDB/5th SFGA counterpart responsibilities. Each LLDB sube~section chief in
the POLWAR Section outlined his specific missions and program objectives,
In addition, CPT Ky, Political Indoctrination Chief, presented the LLDB con=
cept of Hevolutionary Development supportincaccordance with ¢ormond guidance,
The next meeting is scheduled to be conducted on 17 August 67 to finalize
the program of instruction for the CIDG CA/1'SYOFS squads in all four tactical ,
zonwes as well as to determine *he employment of these squads (i.e. at selected i
training centers or company level),

b, On 6 June 1967, the first CIDG rice buying association was or-
genized by the S-5, Co C, Da Nang., The rice buying association is a cooperative
established by the CIDG under the guidance of Vietnamese and US Special Forces
for the purpose bf buying large quantities of rice in Da Nang for shipment
and saies to CIDG dependents. The purpose is to:

(1) Provide rice at a reasonable price for CIDG dependents live
ing in remote areas, thus discouraging local rice purchases at exhorbitant
prices.

(2) Protect the CIDG and their depcndents {rom unscrupulQus mer-
chants.,

(3) Discourage the CIDG from pilfering rice fram the camps,

The experiment has proven highly successful and future implementation of this
concept is scheduled for II, III and IV CTZ, (See Inclosure 21)

¢. On 4 Jul 67, a joint memorandum was issued by the LILDB POLWAR and
USASF 5~5 Section of Co A, Bien Hoa, designed to improve the standards of
living for the CIDG and their dependents by providing subsistance and morcle
commodities via an established commissary system for all CIDG camps. The
bi-lingual memorandum outlined the 60 day trail concept as [ollows:

(1) Camps selected to implement the commissary concept were
Tong Le Chon, Trek Klok and Luong Hoa., All three of these camps have
experienced a gradual decline in troop morale as a result of remote locat- i
ion and non-availability of such items as beer, cigarettes, and general
morale commodities,

(2) Supply of cammissary goods as well as the manapemsnt of all
camp. exchanges are the food contractorfs responsivility, The food
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contractor supplies tho requested commodities on a weekly basis at the same

time the fresh food deliveries are made to the detachments, Fixed prices are
wedetermined and agreed upon by the LLDB POLAR/USASF S-S5 ssction, Co A,

Bien Hoe, DEstablished prices are designed to preclule profiteering activities
within the CIDG camps. The trial period temminates L Sep 67, and & projccl .cpw.t
will be included in the subsequent ORLL,

d. Field Eveduation: An extensive evaluation of the Group's nation-
wide RD support and civic action programs was begun during June 67. The
collection pnase of this evaluwation is now complete, and the findings and
recommendations are expected to be available early in August. It is expected
that this study will, among other things, result in closer integration of
civic action and intelligence efforts, much tighter control on piaster spending,
ard closer alignment of the USASF advisory stliucture with the VNSF PODJAR
functions,

e —




6. (U) Fsychological Operations.

a. There has been a significant increase in coorcinabion and jeint
effort between the Group I'SYOPS: Officer and appropriate counterparts in the
Vietnamese Special Forces Political Warfare Scction. A formal conference and
a number of informal staff visits have contributed to a closer working rclo
tionship. A number of projects are being jointly considered. They are:

(1) Equipment for CA/PSYOP teams

(2) Reorganization of CA/PSYOP teams

(3) Lessons (POI) for training of CA/PSYOP teams

(L) Introduction of training classes at Dong Ba Thin Traing center
(5) Better integration of POLW:R activities into the CIDG program.

b. 5th Special Forces Group has received 2 marked increase in air-
craft support of FSYOPS. The Group presemtly receives five times the number
of aircraft missions for the previous reporting period. Although 20% of the
total missions requested are still not being flown, there are several reasons.

They are:
\ Y
(1) Failure of companies in the CTZ to follow through on missions
requested to insure all requests have been forwarded to the US Air Force

D. A. S. C.

(2) Failure to USASF persomnel to properly request aircraft support.

(3) Failure to USASF to insure that leaflets and tape recordings
are supplied to the US Air Force properly. Corrective action has been taken
on probelms identified, and higher efficiency will be forthcoming.

¢. An increase of junior officers in group has generally improved
the manpower situation in SF detachments resulting in an increase in support
for PSYOPS. The prosent manpower status remains far below the recognized
needs of the Group for FSYOrS, however,
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7. (U) Personncl & Administration ,
a, Unit strength:
(1) At the beginning of the reporting period:
OFF 518
wo 11

<)

(2) At end of the reporting period:

OFF L65 ,
WO 11 i
- |

M p181 ?
2657 !

b. Supply of blank foms & publications: Supply publications has
been excellent, The supply of hlank forms is marginal.

¢, Assignment Instructions upon DEROS: The late receipt of assign-
ment instructions for persomnel departing this command upon DEROS continues
to be a problem., It is felt that the efforts wxpended at all levels to improve
this situntion will reduce the administrative burden and improve morals,

d. Awards and Decoratiomns:

{1) The following is the status of awards and decorations app-
roved during the reporting .period.

(a) Medal of Honor 0
() DSC L
(¢) DM 0
(a@) DFC L
(e) Silver Star 48
(f) Legion of Merit AN
(g) Soldier's Medal 25
(h) Bronze Star (V) U,
(1) Bronze Star 350

26

i“



Personnel and Administration (CONTD)

(3) Air Medal (V) L
(k) Air Mcdal 206
(1) ARca (V) 33
(m) ARCOM 9%
(n) Purple Heart 92
(o) CIB 5L5
(p) cMB 57

(2) There are two recommendations for the Medal of Honor curr-
ently pending at Department of the Armmy: 1LT Sisler, George K., OF110068
and SFC Hoskins, Gomer D., Jr., RA25351557.

e. A&R amd Special Services:

(1) Athletic and Recreation Frogram: Fourteen additional weight
lifting sets were cbtained for use at the SFOB and various detachments. Other
athletic equipment hss been ordercd and will be distributed upon receipt,

12) Special Services: Magazines, paperback books and newspapers
are mailed directly to all detachments weekly. A reading room was opened
at the SFOB. There are magazines, newspapers and over 1,000 paperback and hard
cover books available; facilities for studying and writing letters have been
installed., A tape library was opened in May, and personnel are able to dub
tapes, record tapes to send home, and play tapes received from home.

f. Tost Exchange Facilities: The SFOB I'X annex now stocks various
items of electronic equipment, television sets, radios and numerous other items,

g. labor/Civilian Fersonnel: In keeping with MACV objectives to
reduce the amount of piasters cxpended, additional consolidatior of activi-
ties is planned, All hiring and firing of civilian personnel for Group units
in the Nha Trang area 11ll be centered at the SFOB Civilian Fersonnel Office.
This will permit elimination of most CPO positions at the other four offices
in the Nha Trang area,




1l
o) .
' 8. (U) Medical :

a. Hospital facilities: The CIDG hospital at Company A, Bien Hoa,
has been performing major surgical procedures onaCIDG patients since mid-May
67. This not only substantially increases the level of medical care avail-
able to 1II CTZ CIDG, but also decreases dependence upon U.S. military hosp-

. s . N -
ital facilitics in the arca,

b, Advisory mission: An immeasurable improvament in the relation-
ship between the Vietnamese Special Forces Surgeon and the 5th Speeial Forces
Group Surgeon was noted during this quartcer. Tangible rcsults include:

(1) Joint MEDCAP operations in the Nha Trang arca.

(2) Combining the USASF and VNSF medical facilities at Detach-
ment. B-51 and VNSF Training Center at Dong Ba Thin, 'This combination precludes
duplication of effort a.d of resources and serves as one example of results
obtainable from cexcellent advisor-counterpart relations, It is planned that
the combined facilities +ill form a nucleus for a prejected training course
in advanced medical procedures to be conducted for VNSF aidmen.

(3) A data file system on all medical and paramedical personnel
was made available to the UNSF Chief Surgeon., This systemwill enable him to
understand the personnel resources controlled by him and will assist him in
making and rotating assignments and in deciding which personnel require addi-
tional training in certain fields.

c, Medical civic action: Medical civic action programs continued.
Civilian outpatients trcated between 1 Jan 67 through 31 Jun 67 totalled
505,461,

d. Tlague prevention: 1In an attempt to curtail the perennial in-
creasesin the incidence of bubonic plague in "i" detackment areas, 5th
Special Forces Group (Abn) approved the expenditure of funds for the purchase
of sufficient plague vaccine from the Institut lasteur to immunize 143,000
persons, This number includes all CIDG, thiir dependents, and civilians living
in the immediate vicinity of "A" detachments in I and II €TZ. Immunizations
will begin in late September or early October, 1967,

¢. Emergency Medical Reaction Team: The EMRT, consisting of one
medical officer and two aidmen, with sufficienmt sunplies, deployed fram the
SFOP to Detachment A=110, Con Thien, in mid-May to provide medical support.
This was the first time the team wnis utilized, and it was successful in
its mission.
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- 9. (U) Slgnal:

a, Airboat communications: The high noisc level asscciated with
airboat operations has made use of radios with issue-type handsets impos.
sible, The Electronic Maintenance section of the Signal Company resolved
che problum by developing = completely different earphone-micrcphone-intercom
system. Barmuff headsets, such as those used by personnecl working near jet
cngines, reduced outside noise to an acceptable level. These headsets were
modified with receiver diaphrams removed from old hcadsets. The minrophone
problem was resolved through the use of the .iir Force oxygen mask with a
built-in microphone., An intercom set betwcen the gunrer znd driver allows
free canversation, and both ‘individuals can operate the AN/I'RC-25, Thic
equipment was constructed by using two modules from the AN/PRC-25, powered
by the AN/IRC--25 battery and packaged with the nemcssary switches in a .30
cal ammunition can. The problem of the whip antenna in overhanging vegetation
was eliminated by attaching o wire doublef to the boat,

b, Comrmnications from small outbaard craft and ILCVI's,

(1) The following pertains to communications using AN/iRD=25's
from small outboard craft and LCVI''s with normzl operating vanges 8-12 KM.
andl frequently up to 25 KiM.

{(2) Extra preccutions must be taken to waterproof radios and
hardsets. Additional batteries have to be carried and kept waterproofed
until put into operation,

(3) To achieve extended ranges, long antennas and RC-292 exped=
ient antennas are frequently required.

(L) Inter-communication within a single boat is not required.
Fach boat should have a means of communication from bont to boat, A1l corm-
uhication equipment should be located either against the bulkhead or in
recessed areas so as not to interfer with personnel meovement and so that
equipment will be protected from the elements as murh as possible,

(5) rreférred operating frequency is from 53-75 MHz (high
band). Many older helicopters cannct net with the low band (30-52 MHz)
on a TRC-25. The frequency selected should fall on a hundred KHz channel
since many fixed wing aricraft cannot net with a 50 KHz channel.

(6) Command and @ontrol (C&C) Boats.,

(a) The GRC-125 or an AN/VRC-46 or 47 is preferred as
the main C&C radic since it has a greater range and the antenna system is
preferable to mourting a 292~type antenna in a boat., The LCVY" has a 24
volt power source,
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{b) The C& boat must also have a back-pack radio so that
the command group can, if necessary, disembark and control ground opurations,

(¢) The C&C clement. shoud have the ability to monitor two
nets aimultar=susly. This facilitates control of such aztion as medical
evacuations, resupply missions, or administrative traffic with maneuver
elemensis and also allows communication with rear base control station on a
frequency otler than the tactical command frequency.

(d) Distances and dispersion of mareuver elements may
require that a forward control beat and an intermediate control boat be
used. In all cases the rear overall control snould be either land based in
a relatively secure area which zsfford. sophisticated communications, or on
a large vessel which affords the same cepabilities,

(7) All radio operatore must have headsets iu order to monitor
transmissions while the boat engine is ruaning. Headsets are 2 necessity,
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>+ 10. (C) Engineer.

l. Orgenization: During this reporting period, two significant
activities took place with respect to organization. First, thc cntire engi-
peeringeffort of the Group was placed under the supervisinn of the Staff
Engineer. The advantages of this move ares

a, Simplicity and more continuity for funding punposes.
b, A centralized engineer organization within the Group to
eliminate duplication of effort

The second organizational change has been the official notification received
by this organization that the 31st Engineer Detachment will be assigned to
replace the 53%h Engineer Detachment o/a 22 Sept 67. The 53Gth Engr Det,
which is now in country on TDY from the lst Special Forces Group (Abn), will
then return to their home station in.QOkinawa.

2., CONEX Bunker Design: During the last monsoon season in the delta
region, many bunkers were flooded resulting in ammunition becoming wet and
thus malfunctioning., Design has now been completed for bunkers in this region.
Basically the design consisks of placing the CONEX on its back, doors up, and
waterproofing the interior. A protected entrance is provided at the top of
the container. This design will keep the bunker dry at all times when the
water in the camp is six feet or 1less,

3. Airfield Surveys: A continuing problem in the Special Forces
camps, aspeclally the new ones, has been timely surveys and classification of
the airfields so that the fields can be placed in operaticn shortly after
construction, Due to the shortage of personnel, the USAF has not been able to
go to these fields as rapidly as desired. Arrangements were completed with
the USAF in May thalt will allow the Group to classify the airfields located
in the vicinity of the Special Forces camps, The survey, which is made in
accordance with published USAF stamiards, is conducted by a tean from the
Group consisting of the Staff Engincer, the TALO and a representative from
the Engineer Section, IFFV.

L. 7Prestocked CIDG Camps: As reported in the last ORLL, two com-
plete CIDG camps were being stocked in the L3C. During May and June, two
camps were shipped, one to Camp Mang Buk and one to Camp Ha Tay, The cancept
of prestocking the camps in the ISC and then shipment directly to the camp
site has proved successful, and plans are being made to continue this method
of camp construction.

5. Camp Construction: The following is a progress report for con-
struction program during ti'is quarter:

31
CONFIDENTIAL




\

Engineer (CONTD)

LOC..TION

Con Thien
lang Vel
Ha Tay
Mang Buk
Bunard
Luong Hoa

Airboat Fac.
Cao Lanrh

Airboat fac.
Moc Hoa

CONFIDENT 1AL
TYDE CONS UNIT AIRFIELD
Subsurface MCB-4 (Seebees) C7A
Subsurface MCR-11 ¢-130
Surface Staff Engr C7A
Surface 53%th Engrs CTA
Surface 539th Engrs C~130
Surface 539th Engrs None
N.A Contract None
N/A 539th Engrs None
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Completed
Under Cons
Under Cons
Under Cons
Completed !
Under Cons

Completed

Under Cons
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11. (S) Comptroller.
a. GENERAL: (U} 1In view that thec CIDG Finance is basically part
of the 5th SFGA Comptroller Section, beginning with this rsporting pericd all
CIDG Finance activities will be reported under the Comptroller Section to
brevent any duplicatims.

b, CIDG Pundings: (3) During the reportirg pcriod the FY 1968
Comnand Operating Budget was submitted thru proper channels to Department
of the Ammy on 24 May 1967 and the FY 1969 Command Budget Estimate was
submitted to USARIAC 22 June 1967 for disposition. Folldowing is the general
breakdown and comparison of funds for FY 1967, 1968 and 1969. For 1967
the Arrual Funding frogram (AFP) and the actual costs incurred are listed.

TITLE 1967 1968 1969
. AFL ACTUAL AFL AFP
In-Country OMA 45,498 42,000 51,209 56,056
Qut-of-Country OMA 21,125 22,600 24,835 25,467

-

FEMA 31,210 26,000 29,196 28,409

TOTAL $97,835 $90,600  $105,240 $109,932
(a) (b) ()

(1) Excess funds of 7.2 million dollars were generated by:

a. Over-budget in ITM\ - primarily in ammunition which
decreased from $24.0 to $11.1 milliom. Increasing of ‘thdr budject pr-ojects
caused a net decrease in iEMA of only 55.2 million,

b. Short fall in the number of troops recruited was due
to slippagein the conversion of DIL : troops to the RE/I¥ program.

(2) The budget for FY 1968 is based upon a gradual increase
in company equivalents from 336 at year-end 1967 to 337 at year-and 1968,
The FY 68 budget is a $4.7 million decrease from the approved FY 63 budget
estimate of 109,.9 million dollars.

(3) Budget for FY 1969 is based upon 337 company eguivalents
for the entire year.

(4) Approximately 72% of the in-country OMA is used to pay
salaries and subBistence of the CIDG troops. A 10% increase has been
included in FY 1968 and FY 196° budget, in articipation of an expected
pay increase,

ce CIDG Fund Audits: (U) Unnnnounced on-site audits of 26
detachment s were completed by CIDG Finance auditors, Findings of these
audits indicated improvement in all areas of reporting and th-t proper
accountability of funds is being maintained. Main shortccmings note!
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in some detachments were the purchase of non-expendsble items without the
prior approval of the Group S3-4.

d. Iroject Numbers: (U} ILtfective 1 July 1967, a project numues
system wes established for approved construction projects. The project number
will provide a better means of identifying and compiling cost data for the
Comptroller Section. Thus far in FY 1968, $73,883.75 has been approved for
19 construction projects.,

e. Non-Appropriated Fund: (U) 4 comparative. Balance Sheet and
Comparative lrofit and Loss Statements based on monthly input fran the units
concerned has been established for each ¥B"™ and "C" detachment operating a
mess association. As monthly financial reports are posted and trends are
developed, analysis of these trends can now be made, and units concerned are
notified to take corrective i.ction,

f. Civilian l'erscnncl TD: (U} A review of the indigenous civi-
lian persomel at the SFOB was completedd June 1967. As a result of this
survey, the civilian TD was revised and updated. The new TD of 505 posi~
{ions eliminated 54 old positions, added 48 new positions with a net reduction
of 6 positions, This reduction of é positions will save approximately
$7,319 annually. Thirty-one of the new positions were used to expand the
carpel ter shop, R&U and electrical sections. In addition to the TD strength,
a 63-nan temporary lrbor force was organized to support SFOB construction
projects. A saving of 550,000 to $60,000 will be realized by empioying this
construction section to reduce the number of construction projects contracted
cut to local contractors.
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SECTION 2 (C) COMMANDERS' OBSERV.ATIONS AND RECOMMENDAT IONS

PAFT I . Observations (lessons learned).

1, (U) Personnel:s None

2. (C) operations:
a., ITEM: Atiack on Lang Vei, l May 1957. (Source Co C)

(1) DISCUSSION: Enemy initiated the attack at 031%5. (Obsarwations
The enemy is increasingly attacking between the hours of 0200 and 0400, In-
creased vigilance and aleriness are required during this peried.

(2) DISCUSSION:t The attack was procedsd by small arms and rocket
fire, _Qbservation: The onemy realizes the advantages of employing direct fire
ir’clally dus to greater accuracy. The security screen must be in sufficisnt
depth from the came to keep the enemy out of direct fire range,

(3) DISCUSSION: Tho assault force consisted of relatively few
people., Observation: The assault will not necessarily be executed by a large
forcz. A small, well-rchearsed assault against & camp's weak point ¢an be just
as dangerous.

(4) DISCUSSION: The attack was aided from inside the camp by VC
20 had infiltrated The CIDG units posing as recruits, The attackers had a
dstolled knowledge of gpeciflec targets inside the camp and were oriented toward
those targets, Observetion: Effective counterintelligence is essential. Thse
loyalties of all personnel in the camp must be detemined and frequently re-
vizved, See also item La below.

(5) DbISCUSSION: The detachment commander and X2 were killed and
the team sergeant woundcd simultansously in the same bumker. Observation: Key
personnel must be dispersed throughout the camp at all times, ~AKlTernate command
posts must be establishsd and manned.

(6) DISCUSSION: Radar bombing missions were not called immediately
in support of the camp. QOobgervation: Plan wit'i the Air Force to provide support.
bsteblish primary and altermate means for reque ting suppurt. Hehearse the plan
to insure it will work. The 7th Air Force has tasked specific units to support
each camp, Find out who they are, how you can use them and procedur..s for re-
questing immediate support. Insure all USASF and VNSF personnel know procedures.

Post procedures in TOC,

(7) DITSCUSSIIN: No artillery was employed during the first howr
of the enemy attack, A considerable amcunt of time elapsed before on~call
artillery at Camp Ihe Sanh was registered accurately enough te provide any
svpporting fires. Cbservation: The art’llery fire plan is an integral part
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of the camp reaction plan, and it must be exercised occasionally to insure
effectiveness, Commanders should take the time to plan and coordinate care-
fully with their supporting units, In order to be timely and effective the
artillery must have a current fire plan for the camp and be afforded an
opportunity to canduct registrations periodioally in the targei area. 'Then
alerts are called and there is preplanned artillery within range, the support
artillery FDC should be alerted as well as the camp personnel, and where possible
the camp should call for some concentration fires or at lsast 11luwminating flares,

(8) DISCUSSION: The communiczations bunker with all radio equipment
except a PRC~25 was destroyea in the initial mortar barrage. ¥With the primary
means . cammmications lost, the detaclment members had to relay ali radio
traffic through CIC elements in Khe Sanh, Observation: An alternate means for
notifying supvort elements of- attack should be avallable. This means should be
checked out frequently to insure its reliability. A possible method 1s frequent,
plarned cammmications checks with the artillery unit in support of the Special .
Forces camp, '

(9) DISCUSSION: Both the USASF detachment cammander and VNSF
camp commender in The CIDC camp exercise a relatively limited span of cantrol.
When critical control positions are neutralized, command control is all but
eliminated and leaves the CIDG completely without leadership and fire support.
Observation: Commanders in the camp should assign ceriain VNSF and or USASF
personnel to man key positicns on the defensive wall, Preferably they shouid
be near automtic weapons positions and in such a location as to facilitate
assumption of local command in the evenit certain key cCefensive positi.ons are
knocked out. CIDG forces should know that when & crew served weapon, such as
a machins gun in a bunker, is knocled out, other CIDG personnel shouwld auto-
matically man the weapon, if it is still operable.

(10) DISCUSSTON: Most of the CING personnel killed and wounded were
the result of mortar fire during the L May attack on Lang Vei. All these
casualties were in their fighting positions, Most of the caswalibies occirred
because fighting positions were not capable of providing camplete protection
for the individual sold’nw», They were oriented to prutect the firer from flat
trajectory fire fram outside the wire, not indirect fire or direct fire from in-
side the camp, Observation: CIDG personnecl at Lang Vei were in their fighting
positions when the mortar attack occurrsd, Had the positions provided overhead,
side and rear protection as well as forward vrotection, casualtles as a result
of this mortar attack would havz been minimized,

(11) DISCUSSION: A practice alert was conducted each night for the
two nights preceding the mortar attack on Camp Lang Vei, The CIDG camp personnel
were intimately familiar with théir individual responsibilities. This umdoubtedly
saved a large number of lives and probably saved the camp, Observation: The
defensive force must become thoroughly familiar with required activn once an
attack bas begun. This can be accomplished by frequent practice alerts stressing :
those points of Iknown weakmesses; l.e,, suspected attack points, bands of fire i
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not interlncking, personmel not cognizant of required actions, DS artillery
not having fire support plans, euc. The practice alert should be unannounced
and at unusual timss throughout tho day ond night, If the camp has an alert
or reaction force thelr actions should be integrated into the overall suiiu.
of camp reaction and actvally rehcarsed by creating simulated conditions,

{12} DISCUSSICN: Tho reoletive inaccesasibility of the - oaches to
count tho possibility of attack ma this sector, Becausn of the steepness uf
the hill camp persomnel acglected proper security measures and failed tu clear
ard provide adequate flelds c¢f fire for automtic weapons, Observation-«
Difficult terrain is definitel; an advantage in bolstering camp defensvs, but
the advantages must be posliively expleited, not used as a crutch, The camp
commarder must make pointed cfforts at impressing vpon his personnel the ime
portance of maintaining vigilance on unlilkely us well a8 likely avenuse of
approach. He must insuro that warning devices, barriers, and firing positions
are adzsquate throughout .. @ cxp.

be ITEM: Attack o Con Thien, 8 May 1967. (Sowrce Gp S3)

(1) DISCUS3TON: Enemy initiated attack at 0230 hours. (T.cervationg

b 2290

Eaoriy ie conducting most tajor assaults between the hours of 0200 and B

(2) DISCUSSTON: The attack was not preceded by enemy proparatory
fi»es~. Ths encmy moved inco forward assault positions undetected. No fore-
warming of the attack czeurred until the enemy opened up with automatic ad

rockes fire apgainst local securlty elements. Tbservation: The attacks against
£oceial Forces camps arc ro longer signalled by mortar/preparatory fires. The
enemy may atbempt to move large forces undetected Into close proximity of friendly
installations and overrun the camp through surprise and mass, supported by
preplann=d rocket and automatic fire., Local security elements must te at a
sufficient distance out from canmp to provide adequate time for the defenders

to com to a full alert status in ths event contact is made,

(3) DISCUSSICH: The enemy was able to move forces undetected
across a 200 meter opsning adjacent to the camp, Observation: An effective
security scresn is esscntizl, Illumiration must be employed periodically
during the hours of darkness, Every means must be employed to detect eneny
movement,

(4) DISCIB3ION: Once contact was made a heavy volume of welle
aimed direct end indircct fire was placed on the camp, This included small
arms, aubomatic weapons, flame thrower, grenades, LOmm rockets and mortar fire.
Obgervation: The enemy has the capability of close fire coordination and
control. e can and doos develop a dotailed fire support plan.

(5) DXSCUSSION: The enemy employed bangalore torpedoes and
satchel charges to broach tha defensive wire,
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Observations Defensive wire must be employed in depth with much more emphasis
on tanglefoot, and, where possible, coordinated with other barriers which are

not as susceptible to explosive breaching, i.e., moats, All barriers mst be

under continuous observation and covered by automatic weapons, Barriers mweo

be protacted.

(6) DISCUSSION: The enemy attnck was directed at a point where
the Marire defenses were tied into the CIUG defenses, Observation: The enemy
recognizes the fact that boundaries are inhorently weak, tritical portions of
the perimeter should not be split between two units. Defensive boundaries muet
ba reinforced through the increased use of barriers. The importance of close
coordination between adjacent units cannot be overstressed.

(7) DISCUSSION: Once the perimeter was breached, the defenders
fell back to previously prapared defensive positions within the perimeter,
Observations In view of the fact thet any position can be penetrated, all camps
must have successive and mutually supporting defensive positions, Barriers
ard forward positions must be oconstructed so as to minimize their value if tha
enemy were to overrun them, The fact that this camp hed successive and mubtually
supporting defense poeitions contributed directly and in the main to their ability
to repulse the attuck,

(8) DISCUSSION: Once the perimster was penetrated, the enemy
concentrated the attack on the cammand bunker, commo bunkers and US team house,
Observations The enamy continues to ocncentrate on vital targets within the
obJective area, Counterintelligence is most important in order to deny the
enemy target information., Alternate positions for key installations are
essential,

(9) DISCUSSION: Communicctions were lost immediately with higher
and supparting hesdquarters. Observation: Alternate communicetions facilities
are essential, Provision must be made Lo place FM radios where they are readily
avallable to prodesignated individuals, Vhen attack can be anticipated, piu-
positioning of FM radios on the perimeter is advisable,

(10) DISCUSSION: During the attack several sandbag herdened CONEX
bunkers sustained direct hits from mortar rounds and direct fire rockets, Other
than a temporary impairment of lmaring to personnel in the bunkers, no damage nor
casualtics resulted fram these hits, Observation: These bunkers when construcied
with care are oxtremely effective defensive positions,

(11) DISCUSSIMN: Because of the immediate loss of communications,
notice of thu attack To supporting units was delayed. Obsarvation: A system of
continuous cormunications with higher headquarters must e iIn effect, and must
include 2 provision for frequent contacts. Any loss of contact must immedlately
:;omvestigated by the supporting unit, t» include sending a FAC or VR aircraft

£t.
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(12) DISCUSSION: The eneny contimed the attack well into the
late afternoon, Obsorvatins The enamy evidently anticipated a rapdd victory,
When this was not achieved, they continued the attack scorning the inevitable
ocOoNsSequURNoas,

ce ITRM: Small Unit Tactios in The Delta Region. (Source A-l11)

DISCUSSION: In the area surrounding My Phuco Tey many village
guerrilla tears, consisting of between 20 £o 30 men, were located throughout
the area of operations, Upon seeing a ocompuny sise forece ol CIDG on a daylight
search and destroy operation, the Y0 element would withdrew, The terrain through-
out the operatiopal ares ocqeisted of rice paddios and nuwrous cansls, bordorad
by heavy vegetation, Thisr emabled tho enomy to ouserve the sise of the CIDG
elements while they were utill 2000 to 3000 maters awxy from the enemy positions,
allowing ample time to decice whither to engage or withdvaw,

OBSERVATION: To counter this, the following msthod was wed, Vhile :
conduoting dawﬂ?;ﬁﬁ search and destroy operations, the lead platoon always moved
at least one terrain fraitwrs i front of the main body. This meant that It was

one tree and & cenal line in front of the main force at all tirws, Beoawse of -
this, the VC wers only abls to olserwe u force of bLetwsen 20 to 30 men at ons

time, This would zive the appeatanss of a platoon ise operation, a:d the v
enemy would choose to engkge rather than floe., The speoial instrustions given _
to the lead platoon wers to always stay in oontaot once it was initiated and to *

move in as olose as posuibls to the enemy positions. As soon as & firm gontaot
was made, artillory fire from the 155mm howitsers lncated at My Phouo Tay would
soal off the enomy's esoape routes, ‘'hila this was being dome, the main OIDJ 1
force was still convealed in tho mext wood line sway from thw firefight, The

ability to flenk a fixed snemy position in this kind of terrein was the lwy

to succass on this type of operation, '™ilo the lead platoon impt the enwny
force in contact, artillery anealed off tho esompe routes, thus keeping the

enemy in their bunkers or killing many of them as they irisd to escam, The
main CIDCG elements were thus abls to attaok sugosssfully from the enemy's flank
and overrun his positions. As basio as this tgetio seeswm, 1% was sugssdaiul on
many operations. This ability to deocsiva ihe enemy as o your Lrus atrongth and
thereby tempting him to hit t he belioves to e a emill unit has adosunted
for many VC kills in My Phous Tay area,

d, JTRis NVA Use of Woundod lersansiel A8 faiv, ( wes o B)

DISCUSSIONs On the momning of 6 May, during, ¢ Bl ikjask ?§
operation, the mobile guerrills foroe was in a defareiwe e A r aftor having
been in a series of moderate to hosvy ocontacts wiih elawants - ‘he Bheh WA
Division on the afternoon of the gpreviow day, Threughesl the A the enexy
had wnsuccessfully probed and attempted to infilvete dhe wrim .»¢ At 0BCOD,
troops on one and of the perimster reparted that ene WVA, apgare .1y vounisd, wes
crawling ten meters outside of their position, Thres WANF mwwe o Llm ares
with the intention >f taking a prizonsr, Before they eould got & “he vounded
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soldier, however, the MOF recon platcon leader shot at him., Imediately aftar
the firet shot, enemy troops who were deployed approximetely twenty meters
outside of the perimater opened fire with seven or eight automatic weapons,
Obviously, the wounded KVA hed been used a3 beit for a trap, amd the first

shot was the signal to open fire, The next dey, during the withdrewal of an
outpost which was cbout 100 meters outside of the peri ster, an MIF soldier

was wounded and captured. The NVA then held the prisoner appraximntely Hwenty
meters outeide of the friendly positions and bayoneted him periodicolly during
the next six hours in an attempt to lure friondly troops out of their positions,

OBSERVATION: The enemy has no scruples against the use of cruelty
ad humn suffering to accomplish his objuctives, US personnel should be cone
stently aware of this fact and resist the impulse to rush to the aid of wounded
vithout firet giving careful consideretion +o security.

e ITEMs Escape and Evasion, (Source Cu C)

VISCUSSTN: On 25 July 1957, a 150 man force from Camp Tien Phuoc
becane engaged With an estimated reinforcad company of Viet Cong. As a result
of this encounter, the Camp's Executive Officer, 1LT Eckhardt, was reported missing
in action, A search force was dispatched to the battle area, but hed no success.
Cn 28 July, a oivilian discovered LT Eckhardt walking toward camp. He cuncealed
him in his ut and retuwrned to inform the camp of his location. The camp then
dispatched a helicopter to return LT Eckhardt to safety.

(BSERVAT IONS s

(L) That the "A" camp fire illwmination at regular intervels (15 min)
during the night in order to assist missing persons in reorienting themsalves, if
nacsssary (it was in IT Eckhardt's case).

(2) That the amall lightweight, red and orange panel be carried by

all USASF,
(3) That at least ome radio remain under UMSF control at all times,
2, ¥Rt OCombat Operations, (Source Co A)

DISCUSSIMNs During the past Guarter, combab opsrations bave been in-
crsased by all CIDG camps, with the exception of Prek Klok and luong Hoai, Prek
Kok, beset with intermal probleme, had virtually no operations employed, and
tbhus wae the target of innmerable V¢ mortar attacks, Luong Hoa, a newly
established camp, initially had an ARVN ranger hattalion perfcrming operations
ad ssouwrity. In many instances, tless operations were inadequate, because they
weors not deployed in great distances throughout the TAOR, As a result, the VC
werd able to penetrate the area and attack the camp with mortears, rockeis, and
smell axws fire. Fortunately, these situations liave besn corrected to such ex-
tent that has resulted in a decrease in anenmy sneak mortar attacks,

CONF IBENT I AL




CONF I DENT I AL e
AVAB=C 15 August 1967 :
SUBJECT: Operatiumal Report fur Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1967

OBSERVATIONs '*'th rare exception, it has been proved that CTIG
camps having axoallent rappurt hetween USASF ccunterparts were campe that had
woll disciplined troops and candusted ' igorous operations continuouws.y. These
: camps alzo had the higiest degree of suocesses - and the VC usually gave their
; TACR's a wide berth, 3 prime example - though not during this reporting period-
’ was Camp Bu Dop from Jau to Mar 67. Bu Dop had strong leadership, highly traied

aml discdplined troops. end conducted continuowe weil plannad operations, During

this pericd Bu Dop sosounted for more enemy dsad than all other camps in ITI

Carps, LAggressive, ccntimows operation with unlimited strategems will keep
the enemy off balanoe and reduce his copebillitiss to mess main foroa echelons
for ground attacks; sneak mortar attecim; or to infilltrate asswts within camps,

g

gs ITEM: Night Observution from O-lE ..ireraft., {Source B-52)

DISCUSSIONt An rxperiment was conducted with an aerial observer
utilizing them Scope from ar G-lE aircraft duvring late evening flichts.
Flying at an altitude of 1000 feet to 1500 feet above the ground, objects were
vary distinguishable. The sucocess of this experiment culmirated in the sighting
ard eventual destruwstion of one ememy txuck by TAC ailr. The anly limitation
noted was the inadequacy of light necessary to fly by at low altitwles,

OBSERVATIONt The Starlight Scope has great potential for night
aorial observa .

PN

h, ITEMs Proper Selection of RONis, (Source B-33)

DISCUSSION: CIDG operations often juut stop anywhere alons their
general. route of advance and establish a RFON, If ¥ ars tralling the opsratiam,
as they frequently dn, the friendly position is fiwsd by the V0, The VC could
“hen slect to atbaclk the friendly operation at a time of their own ohoosing or
formilate plans to ambush the friendly operation siong thelr route aof margh,

OBSERVATION: Solect RON'a at least 1U00 meters from the operationias
gemeral route of marche In addition to the sccurity provided, it will not yield
the next day's initial direction of march, The aan:. result could be obtained by
oiroling back to RON on the route of merch, moving cut in a rew direction the

next morning.
1, TIEM: Cignelling Alrgraeit ab Night. (Source B-52)

DISCUSSION: Colared smoke cannot be sven at night, end the use of
flares gives tWay the unit's position,

CATTRTHIIC NI, T T T e [ S T AT = e T R i AT R 7 e m

OBSERVATION: During a night exiraotion under the light of aircraft
flares it wa discovered that a signal mirror could be utilized to signal friendly
alreruzft. Pllots reported thalt the emission of reflected light was strong and
more than adequate for signalling jurposes. An important advantage over other
lights is that the signal 1s directicnal and light is not cast in 211 directiomms.
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J. ITEM: Position Check for Combat Patrols, (fouroce B=33)

DISCUSSIONs Combat patrols requiring position ohwok from the FAQ
can greatly assist the pilot with the use of the swrvival or eignal mirror. In
almost all instances the persm on the grownd can sce the eiroraft after cne
orbit when it arrives in the general area; howavar. it may tals several orbita
before the pilot can sight a panel through the jungla, With a 1little practios
the survival mirroer in adequate sunlight can attraot the pliotic attention to
the position more quickly then any cther means. This i+ not only an expsditious
means but also precludes the FAC from having to circle the area continuously and
thereby unnecessarily compromising the friandly position.

OBSERVATI'N: Obtain an adequate mumber of signal mirrors so “hat
each A" team has &t Jeast one available for their operations.

k, ITEM: Search & Destroy Methods and Ambush Techniquas. (3ource B-35)

DISCUSSIN: On 29 May, a search and destroy operation consisting
of one CIDG compeny, one CRP, one LIDB, arnd two USASF, was conducted in tho area
to the south of Tra Cu CIDG camp, Infantry battalions from the U9 25th Division
were then conducting large scale operations in known VC base sreas along the Vam
Co Dong River, lamiliarity with the VC base areas and resupply rcutes allowed
the CIDG force to accurately predict the resupply routes which would probably
be used to support the VC in the arvas then being cleared by the 1S elsments,
Through a series of aggressive and well disciplined night ambushes, the ensmy
sustained losses of eight VC KIA, two S carbines, two Chicom carbines, three
sets of web gsar, miscellansous lmives, spoars, clothing and cooldng pots, five
hand grenades, 150 pounds of fresh fih, miscecllaneous food supplies and documents
CiA, and ten sampans, two sampan motore, kerosene and cooking oil, unknown
number of 57ma RR or 81mm mortar rounds, miscellansous small arms rounds, and
four structures desiroyed., This was accomplished with no friendly caswelties,

OBSER\ T IONS ¢

(1) CIDG units can effectively support larger scale US operations
by satwration patrolling or ambushing of likely resupply routes into the U3 area

PO P
UL TReTaviliis ¢

(2) A successful night ambush is one of the most effective
psychological cperations that can be conducted,

(3) In swanpy terrain during the dry season, VC resupply routes
ave extremely limited and by caitinued through patrolling, these resurply routes
can be detected and neutralized,

(4) Might ambush fire discipline is difficult to mainfain and mmst
be thoroughly rehwursed and explained prior to cperations dsparting.

L2
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(5) Tn swampy areas, very seldom does a ground security element
accompany VC boat resupply movements. This males these sampuns very susceptible

tc ambushes at ranges of two or three feok,

(6) Claymore mines could be used for these ambushes and small arms
fire should be avolded unlees absolutely ne~essary. The sound of the Claymores
detonating will resemble the sourd of normal artillery harassment and intare

diction fires, thereby allowing multiple ambushes on the same canal dwuing one

night .

(7) Tracing of known resupply routes can provide reliable
intelligence for probable locations of base areas and cache sites. (NOTE:
tracing of this rosupply route resulted in ceptuwre of a battaiion resupply
cache by a subsequent oparation).

1, ITEM: NVA Tactics. (Sourve A-2hl)

DISCUSSION: In the actlon near Dak To, 1h-17 Juw, twn NVA tacties
becar. apparent, HFS‘E, ths NVA wer quite sure that and:her osperation wonld re-
twm to recover the filsndly bodies that were left after the initdsl contact.
Consequently they hnd set up a reixnforced campany in a U-shapea ambmsh at the
contact site, The ambuwh was well plammed and extiy mely effeciive. Secord,

whan a bamb strike was being delivered, the ehemy spoatanecusly rushed the friendly

element. in order to escape the kllling zom,

OBSERVATION: Utmost caution zhould he anoreise? when conducting
body recovery and similar missions which are diotsted by soclal aud moral prin.
ciples, and thus may be obvious to the enemy, Tha "hugping® tactic can be apoiilad
by inoreasing the wlums of fire immedistely before the striks, pintdng the snsny
down and precluding an oppertunity for his rush,.

m, ITEM: Defense Against Snipers. { Soaraa Bass)

DISCUSSION: During operations in the vicinity of Hiep Hoa,
casualties were inflicted by VC snipers positioned in trees.

(BSERVATION : When moving through heavily wooded areas while in
contact with enamy forces, friendly forces must be oriented to cover not only
their irent, flamim; and rear; bui aisc pervomrel mest be appoinbed Lo ocower
all tree tops and overbsad foliage for possible enemy snipers,

ne ITEM: VC Tactics. (Source B-32)

DISCUSSIMN: In Tay Ninh Province a pettern of VC initiated squad
and platoon size ambushes on trail elements of CIDG compeny size operstions has
been noted,

OBSEXRV.TION: 3tay-behind, cleymore type ambrushes should be employed
during all haTts, breaks; etc., in order to disccurage VC from follawing CIDG

opsretions, 13
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oo IMMs VC Barly Warning Nets. (Source A-l11)

DISCUSSION: After many surprlse attacks by CIDG forcea from Camp
My Phuoc Tay, the VG elements in the area established various types of early
warning nets, All tralls, rice paddy dikes, canals, and roads leading out of
the camp were mined, booby trapped, and/or under surveillance by one or two mn
outposts. Upon the approach of CIDG troops the VC would fire a few warning shots
which would be relasyed to the main forces, Other early warning ma‘hods wed by
VC sympathigzers in the area included releasing doves, gathering water buffalo,
and sigoalling with lights,

OBSERVATION: These early warning techniques were coumntered by the
use of deception while moving out of camp on operations. Oporations always de-
parted at night, thereby causing visval signalling devices to be ineffective. To
avold mines, booby traps, amd cutposts the CIDG troops would mote at a 90 degree
angle from the desired direction of movement for a distance of three to fiw
kilometers, At this point an 2zimuth would be followed across the rice peddies
to the desired objective, Moving cress-chuntry without following the rice paddy
dikes or trails was usually quite slow and tiring, but by using this method, all
mines, booby traps, and early wairning devices wers avolded, and condinued success
was achieved in locating and sur nrising VC elements,

P. ITEM: BEmployment of Mirstrikes. {Source A-342)

DISCUSSION: Camp Dong Yoal suggests the following technique be
used when puttIng In alrstrikes in fulrly cpen terrain where the enemy can see
the fighters coming in, After the fighters have made a few ®wet! runs snd dee
livered a gsufficient amount of ordnance on target, instruct the FAC to make the
next three passes of each fighter "drxy%, i.,e,, without delivering ordnaice. As
soon as the fighters begin their passes and the enemy gets his head dowm, Iriendly
elements can maneuver in toward the enemy vogiiions.

QBESERVATIN: Don't lose track of the "wei® and the "dry" passes,
q. TIEM: Elimination of VG Coast Watchers, (Source B-lili)

DISCUSSIM: The VC have an elaborate network of coast wabchers and
small units epera’!-’_ng along the Tsland coast, These watchers and uni:s tave the
following missions: observing GVN sud U movements along the cosst, securing
supplies brought in by small sampans fron the mainland and conduct harassing
attacks on ODSASF small boats moving along the coast.

OBSERV..TION: To combat tl:is situation a new tactic has been de-
vised, A killer tTeam consisting of two or three USASF and & squad of heavily
armed CIG are hidden on a large fishing sampon, The sampan travels the coast
drawing little or no attention from the Vi, thus allowing the killer team to get
very cloge to the enemy hefore opening fire. This now tactic has already beem
tried once resulting in one VC coast watcher killed.
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r. ITEMs Marking Targets for AC-h7 Aircraft, (Source Awlj21)

DISCUSSIONs During the stback on Camp Fa Xoai in the early morning
hours of 19 }‘Ey, J¥ was found that the use of tracer streama from ground positions
to mark targets for AC-L7 aircraft was somewhat less than satisfactory. Although
the lefit and righi boundaries of the dssired beaten zone couid be cleariy marked,
there was no way to indiecate the range fram the weapons firing the trecers.

CBSERVATION: A solution which proved to be quite effective was the

vse of 57mm recollless rifle WP rounds fired at the desired range to mark the
left and right boundaries of the deeired beaten azme,

3, {C) Treining and Organizations
a., ITEM: Sand Table Critique. (Source Bw33)

DISCUSSTON: Whsn planning for and issuing orders bsfcre operations,
a great deal of possible misunderstanding is eliminated by the use of sand tables,
While mayy commanders utilize the above, few commanders use it for debriefing,

OBSERVATION: Improved evaluation, critique, and lessons loerned
resulis could be gained by wse of a debriefing/critique technique using a sand
table,

b ITEM: Punitive Mpasures Talren against CIDG. (Source B=33)

DISCUSSIN: One of the most effective means of reaching the heaxt
and mind of the CIDG Striker is the fear of losing a pertion of his sdlary,
However, fines must be deducted in the proper mamner so that the agent officer
mey be protected against possible repercussions.

UBSERVATION: The use of a "fins" is a legal way to enact prunishment
on a CG StxrIker. oOnce it is determined that the Striker warrants some punish-
ment for an 111 deed, the LIDB and the US.ASF must agree on the amowrt deducted
from his pay. When this is determined, the Strilsr's name is red-lined, and his
name entered on & surplsmental payroll bearing the adjusted amount. A remerk is
alsc envexed on the Siriler's psy ird, indicating the deduction,

e ITEM: Realistic Targets for Fisld Firing Ranges (Sowroce A=lili2)

DISGUSSION: Rpalistlc, moving targets add to the effectivences of
marksmanship Tralning. .

OBSERV/TION: An excellsnt target for use on field firing ranges can
be constructed Dy waing o type "EM silhousties and a short length of WD-1 wirw,
The target is propered by cutting a ¥ inoh slit down the center of une taryet
for half its length starting st the head, The secord target 1s slit dom e
ocenter for half its length starting at the bottom. The taro targeis are then
slipped togother resuiting in a three dimensional target. When bmg fiom &n
overhead branch, this targst will wmove with the slightest breeze. A dlack
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rujama or othor salvage uniform can be placed over the target for added reallsm,

A {0\
L2 V7

a. iM: Viet Cong Emphasis on Infiltration of USASF
Installations and Security Elements, (Souroe Co C)

DISCUSS YON ¢

(1) On b May 1967, the USASF at Lang Vel came under VC attack with
the result that the USASF team leader and Executive officer were among those
idlled and the majority of the above-ground structures destroyed. Subsequent
investigation and interrogations revealed that CIDG personnel inside the camp
assisted in the altack by the outside force. One subject r med Nhon was con-
tactad by the V¢ prior to the attack and was directed to join the CIDG at Lang
Voi in order to obtain information on the camp, After joining the €IG, subject
recrulted four other CIDG to assist him in reporting information conceming the
camp vo the VO, One man was to determine the locations of all the puard positions
and how well the posts were manned, the third was to make a sketch of the camp,
and the fourth was to report on supplies brought into the camp from Khe Sanh. Ths
VS enntactad Nhom an four separate occasions prior to the L May attack to obtain
the information that had been collected, On the fourth occasion, the five VC
within the camp were told about the impending attack and were given instructlons
as to what to do during the attack, They were told to leave their shirts cff
in orxder for the VC tu recognize them during the attack, On the night of the
attack, subject Nhon and another CIDG killed two of the camp guards and led the
V¢ fores through the wire and mine field defenses into the camp perimeter.

(2) In addition, a JTAD agent veport, dated 18 July 1967, dis-
closed a VC propaganda neeting held on 17 July, 1967 in Quang Tri Province.
At this meeting the distriet cadre of Ba Long and Huong Districts reportedly
praised an individual whe worked at the Lang Vel Special Forces camp, for belng
instrumental ic the 4 May attack on the camp and a subsequert mortar attack a
few weeks later. At this same meeting, priority of eftort was reportedly directed
toward infiltration of CIDG units and the security elements of Speclal Forces and
other insteldlaticns,

QESERVATION: Infiltration by the V¢ of CIDG uniis and indigenous
oleronts proviting security for installations is uaquestionably an effective
methed of reducing the defensive capability of friendly units, It is logloal
to assumw that the VO will continue to place great emgphasis on this tactic. Tt
is essentizl that Special Forces detachmenis enact the necessary counters
intelligenc~ measures, to include the establishment of an effective informant
net within vhe installation, to detect VC infiltratica,

b, ITEMi Screeuing of CIDG Parsomnel, (Souroe Gp 52)

L6 .
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¢

DISCUSSION: Since the CIDG rwsomnel are reorulted from aucng
those indigenows to specific localities w .th, according to W stendards, in-
suiiicient background investigation, there is no positive means ci insuring
that VC are not inadvertently recruited., Clearance performed amounts to
local agency hecks conucted by the LIDB and MSS, in conjwrction with local
officlala, Sources testifying to the rollebility of CIDG axc¢ themselves of
uninown reliabilify. It is knmown that the Vi are capable of appiying pressure
and persuasion in special localitiles, sufficient to cause cuncealment of V¢
assoclation of memborse of the CIDG. Once recrultod inte the CIDG, the menber
has plaorment and access to further VC intentions concerning esplonage,
sabotage and subversion.

OBSERVATIONS: To counter tlis potential, counteriutel.lpgence reasuraes
being talen are:

(1) Increased emphasis on makinz the clearance program more 2dequaté.

(2) Bstablishment of CI informant nets withirn the rauks of the CIDR
to iden 5 Dentralize and exploit VC in the ranle .

(3) Development of ueable infrastructvrs information to idontify
VC sympathizers, to insure reliab_lity of subjects and sowreces,

(1) Devaioment of Blacklists,

(5) Planned use of the polygraph in a personnel reliability
program to check interpreter/translators, sources, ard principle agents in
nets, ay well as to verify information proffered by interrogees.

(6) Imterrcgstion of prisoners and detainess for information
of CI interust as well as B information, Predetermined questions will be
given to RVN interrogators,

co IVEMs Installations are Vulnerable to Sabotage. Stolen supplies
are Chamneled to the VG, (Souros G, 82)

DISCUSSION: Imsufficient physical security allows aceess or
potantial access to the VC. Such access increases the possibility of successful
sabotuge. The VU are kmown to be targoted against U iistallatlions, The elhdds
of the Vietnamese are such that theft is not considered to be morally or
legally wrong. The VN 'loses faca! not by stealing, but rather by being stupdd
enough to be caught stealing or not havingz taken sufficient precautions te secure
his own property,

OBSEKVATION: The following counterintelligence measures should
be talen:

(1) Surveys and inspuctions should be conducted with a view
toward identifying weaknesses and making recommendations concerning their
corrvction. Farticular emphasis is piaced on fencing, lighting, sard and
roaction force systems, visitor emtrol, pass procedirs, swourity of eritical
ad rostricted areas, amd proper logisiic provedures.
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(2) Investigation of thefis should be conducted to determdins
identity of culprits and vltimate disposition of stolen material, FEmphasis
is placed on whether or not theft is for profit cr resupply of VC,

i c d, ITEM: Interrogation of RW!s, {Scurca B~33)
DISCUSSION: Hard core Viet Cong are reluctant to speak wien they

¥
i are first captured, AlGer a period of time, uhen they have had their wourds
. cared for and after they have been fed and treated well, they begin to "open up®,
A Chieu Hol female admitted voluntarily she had "Chieu Hoi'd" to blow up the
Chieu Hol Center, but only after she had been subject to treatment at the center
for a few days, A& Main Force offiger refused to talk when captured on the battle=
field, as did his captured comrades. After being fed and having their wounds
tended, they bagan talking and finally answersd all questions presented, as well
as olfering new information not specifically requested by the interrosmator. The
captives related thot they are all told by their supervisors that they will be
maltreated and killed vhen captured by alliss,
|

OBSERVATION: By treating PW'g Sndly irmedietely upon éapture and
by not resortIng to ecercion, interrogations will be mare successful, i

e

e, ITEM: Interrogation of Montagnards, (Source B-33)

DISCUSSIN: In interrogaticn of Montagnards, it was found that
sawtimes the catainee appeared to be contradicting himself and not verifying
his previous stotiements, though the detainee appeared to be cooperntive and
truthful, Tt was later found that these Mortapgnards elther didn't understand
Viatnamese wall, or spoke Vietnamese so poorly that the Vietnamese interpreter
had to peraphrase, thus losing the exact meaning the detainee was trying to convey,

BT A T SR e

OBSERVATION: For better interrogations of Montagnards, a Montagnard
dlalect-apealdnz Literrogator should bte used,

T e mp g

£, ITEM: Payment to Montagnard Sowrces. (Source B=33)

DISCUSSTON: Montagrards do not seem %o have many mmdane possessions,
including money., Possessions such as radios would immedistely maks the Montasnard
stand cub, arnd perhaps draw susplcion, as obher pecple in the hamlet would know
how much he ardinarily makes and whether he could afford an expensive item,
Montagnards are known to smoke and gratefully accept cligarettes,

TARIEE: SRR BT T P TR T e o

(BSEHVATION: Montagnard sources should be paid in a reasonable
quantity of VIetnmese cigarettes when the situation makes the excessive
possession of monay or expensive goods awkward or unreascnable,
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ge JTTEM: Planning H & I Fire, (Sourcs B~33)

DISCUSSION: The enemy likes to enter hamlets at night to avold
H& I fire, The enemy knows H & I fire will be plammed no closer than 600
meters to an inhabited area. They will leawe these hamlets between 0500-060C,
The enemy will tend to move in rubber lois during the day, if possible, and
whore friendly. troope are abftent, becausa of the fact that H & I fire will not
be placad in the rubber without contact, The enemy tends vo get carsless in
thae rubber and wses trails,

OBSERVATION: For effective artillery K & I fire on the enemy that
are known to Use villages at night, the enemy's routes of withdrawal should ba
noted and H & I's placed there between 0500-060U., Paths leaving rubber plan-
tations should be targets to catch departing Viet Cong.

he TIEM: Use of Way-Stations, (Souvrce B-33)

DISCUSSIN: Communist way-stations or temporary basss, used by the
enemy in transit, have poor overhead cover and other protection fram indireeot
fire weapons, These bases are uwsed as stopovers, usually one night, for the
enemy in transiti betwsen larger base areas cr objectives.

CBSERVITION: Way stations should not be touched in any way to give
the impression That anyone other than the enemy was there. The target should
be well plotted, and then a unit detected movinz toward this way station ocan be
the subject of a fire miseion during the nisht.

5. (U) Logistics
a. ITEM: Resupply of fresh water. (Source: A=344)

DISCUSSION: Fresh water cannot be found in some areas anrd must
be brought in by resupply aircraft.

OBSERVATION: An excellent way to drop water to operations in
remote areas is by the use of the metal contairers for 81mm mortar ammunition
(new round, charge 8).

b. ITEM: Identification of ammunition. (Source a-iil)
DISCUSSION: The man who is sent to fetch more armunition often
cannot read the English an the boxes.

OBSERVATION: The use of cclor codes on ammunition boxes can be
a significant time saver, especially ir critical situations. A4 simpls color
code indentifying the caliber and ty—~e of ammunilion prevents confusion. The
key to the color code whould be posted in Fnglish and Victnamese in the bunkers.
t.olors can be easily applied with a few cans of spray paint,

L
CONF I DENT 1AL

L




; CONF IDENT 1 AL
; . AVGB-C 15 August 1967
SUPJECT: Oper-ticnal Report for Quarturly I'sriod Ending 31 July 1967.

6., (C) Other
a. ITEM: Handling of R fupeos, {Source: Co C)

. DISCUSSION: Having beon forced fram their homes once, faced with
: another compulSory move to an unfamilinr ares, and subject to Viet Cong prope
ognnda imploring and threatening them to leave Ba To to return to their homes,
2300 refugees were persuaded to scatter, making the planned airlift of refu-
gees to Nghia Hanh impossible, Approximately 350 have alreoady retuined to
the Son Ve valley, which they were previously forced to loave by the 10lst
: Airhorre Division, Lste intelligence reports indicrte that others are wait-
. ing ir small groups to infiltrate back into their home territory. The
majority, however, are probably still in the Ba To area afraid of showing up
to be airlifted to Nrhia Hanh and afraid as well of returning to their pre~
_ vious homeland where they are subject to Viet Cong aminationas well as
artillery fire and bombs from FWMAF units,

OBSERVATIONS: The greatest deficiency in handling the refugees
at Ba To was The lack of any intelligence network among the refugees. Ine-
telligence nersornel should make an inmediate effort to establish nets among
new refugees, The distribution of commodities and MEDCAiT offer opportunities
for ecollecting intelligence as well as contracting agents, The refugees can
give valuable information not only about the area they recently came from,
hut also about the presence of Viet Cong agets among the refugees, Viet
Cong atter .s to disrunt GVN and FWMAF civic action programs, and the attitude
of the refugees toward variocus government plans such as the rescttlement at
Nghia Hanh. Not knowing why the refugees refused to go to Nghia Hanh pre-
vents us from t-king eny effective counter-measures, The lack of knowledge
of populatim resources control measures is a deficiency which must be cor-
rected, Simply, what are the techniques far contrclling large nunbers of
civilians? In areas where gevernment authority is tentative or contested,
the Ay must assume the role of polieceman as well as soldier, but training
for this is inadequate and information on the subject not available. (See
Inclosure 24).

”y
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b. I1IB4: Discharge from CIDG Forces because of physical dis-
ability or illness, {Source: B-33)

DNYSCUSSTON - Chronic 31lness 2 Perai an J-_L.l'l.l -
S S

- A
162 ¢ B IO - - § LD H y\-.u&u.\vuv yu,y e o S g \.u.u-a J

often cecurs in CIDG Stiikers, posing serious problems, both in the presant
for duty strength of the camp and in the morale and effectivenes of those
peraonnel which performr day to day tasks, including cambat operations,
Malingering is common among CIDG troops as a means of avoiding both combat
operations and camp construction and maintenance activities,

OBSERVATION: When it is suspected that a Striker is chrone
ically ill or peme.nentﬁ a;.'sabled, postive steps must be taken to discharge
that particular individual, A certificate is in use b+ all detachments of
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B-33, It is submitted through the "B" Betachment to the LLDB "C" Detachment,
vwhich makes the rinal « acision as to discharge.

c. ITEM: Payment of Duath Cratuity for CIDG KIA. (Source: Co A)

DISCUSSION: On saveral occaaions n« t of kin or other relatives
of CIDG KIA have collected gratuity payment3 at A Det sites and later made
requests for payment at B Dets, or Company A. By requiring the paycard of
an individual bursement wouchsr, dcoublo payment is prevented,

OBSERVATION: This may require one or two days delay in making
payment to nmext of kin, but 1is is nocessary to prevent doutle payment,

d. ITEM: TPrevention of fungus imfection, (Source: A-413)

DISCUSSION: FPersommel returning from operations where their
feet have been immersed in water for long periods of time have experienced
problems vith fungus infections,

OBSERVATION: If these individuals wear shower shoes for two or
thres days (situation permitting, of course) after the operations so that
the feet can dry thorougily, fungus infections will be greatly reduced.

e. ITEM: Freventive medecine in remote rural areas. (Source: B-33)
DISCUSSION: One problem experienceo in conducting public health
programe at the Provincial and District level has been in reaching remcte
rural villages and hamlets. The problem is mainly one of security and en-
couraging Vietnamese involvement, and, too, the traditional MEDCAP has come
into some disfavor. Aside from the initial and favorable (?) psychological
impact, medically speaking there is much to b desired. Only local diseases
can be treated with any degree of certainty, there is often no recourse to
a hospital facility where more extensive diagnostic and treatment can be
performed, and too often the MEDCAI is a one-time-cnly affair. The crucial
point is that little of lasting medical value is accomplished.

The MILI'HAP Team has devised one solution to this problem. Although
admittedly it is not unique, it is a local solution., The Team has provided
an organizational uzbrelle under Which it has tried to collect the various
Vietnamese social and medical agencies operating at thc I'rovincial anc Dis-
trict level. It has provided logistical support; ie, transportation, . en-
erator power, and sore equipment. It has provided liaison with the essential
sccerity force, The Team found that as long as adequate sccurity was provided,
the Vietnamese would go cut into the villages remote from the safety of the
town perimster. Moreuver, they would participate wita emthusiasm.

Thus, to date, the MILFPHAP Team has been able to mount operations which
include Vietnamese Rural Health Workers dispensing medications and perform-
ing dental extractions, an immunizing team carrying on the country's irmuniz-
ation program, a malaria control team which sprays houses and takes blood
smears for analysis, Vietnamese Information Service to carry on crucial public
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relations work, Chieu Hoi Cadre to perform public relations work as well as
their own role, Vietnamese Social Service representatives to supervise the
distribution of 0CO and USSF commodities, and representatives of the refugee
or Montagnard Affairs offices,

Typically, the whole team assembles in 2 caravan with its security
force and proceeds to the village. Once there, various stations are orga-
nizej with the villagers proceeding to each, Comrodities are not distributed
until all oiher work has been done.

The keys to the success of these operations which the MILPHAP Team has

chosen to call MAPHORA operations (MILPHAD Assisted Public Health Cperatioms
into Bural Areas) arc:

(a) Attention to the details of obtaining an adeguate security force,
coordination with S3 (Operations) officers, and radic communications.

(b) Attention to the details of getting all equipment needed in cor-
rect working order: It does no good to take an automatic¢ injection gun with-
out a working generator. A myriad of supplies must be assemblea,

{c) Attention to advising the Vietnamese as to the nature of work,
2esuring that adequate manpower will be present at the right time. For se-
curity reasons, often they are not informed of destinations.

(d} Abtention to advising US advisors as to the nature of the acti-
vities and the role they should play; ie, Chieu Hoi advisor, JUSPAO Rep, etc,

(e) Gradually allowing and mekingthe Vietnamese carry the burden of
the work and the orgarization of the actual operation.

(f) Security arrangements must be scrupulously analyzed, if Viet-
namese-planned, br the 33 officer before the team will participate. The team
usually insists that a US advisor from this section accompany the operatic::,
US planned operations need no such coordination.

(g) The policy of the MILPHAP Tear has been to disassociate MATHORA
operations with other types of activities; ie, search and seal,

(h) The creation of as much drawa a8 possible while at the villages
adds to the success -- speeches, culiursl dramas, posters, and leaflets at-
tract people as well as allow explanations to be given, propaganda to be
disseminated, and educational activities to be comducted.

(1) The role of the health facilities in the I'rovince "is emphasized
-~ the fact that a Provincial Hospital where the people may be treated is
available to all citizens, that so much can be done in the hospital, that
expectant mothers can have their children in the maternity section of the
hospital, etc.
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(3} The frequent prograrmed return to the village must be assured --
at least on a bi-monthly basis, if not monthly. This not only allows fellow-
up on patients, but also negates some bad aspects of the MEDC/I'. If the unit
is not prepared for "continuality" (at least to some degree), then these
operations will be of no value.

OBSERVATION: Given thorough US advisory organizational suppert,
an operation providing extensive medical, social and political services, run
principally by the Vietnamese, can be mounted into. remote, often insecure
rural areas, on a programmed basis,

fo. ITRM: Malnutrition in children., (Source: B-33)

DISCUSSION: This pathetic sight is often observed at the Pro-
vincial Hospital: an emaciated,; pot-bellied, mottled skin, light haired,
edematous Montagnard child with worms, diarrhea, and dehydration. That these
classic malnutrition cases provide 95% of the cases on the pediatric ward
can only intimate what is going on in the villages. The principal causes
seem to ne: poverty, lack of knowledge of simple dietary principles, and
social custom to feed children on the brast somtimes to the third year (the
mother believes that this will prevent pregnanacy).

The MILPHAP Team has long scught some way to deal with this on a local
basis. A solution is opening up in the use of a Fish Protein Concentrate.
This product, recently approved by a federal agency for use in the US is
made from fish, prccessed to the point that only a white powder is left; 75
te 90% pure, concentrated, animal protein. It has no taste and only a very
slight fish cdor.

The team feels that this product will be the answer to the malnutrition
problem since byand large it is principally due to protein deficiency. By
adding 15 grams of this product to supplement the food of the child, the
daily protein requirement will be achieved. The productcosts approximately
254 per pound when ordered ir bulk amounts. This is the cheapest source
of protein concentrate of this quality known to the team. The team has
started the MILDID program (MILPHAP Dietary Improvement Program) to deal with
malnutrition, With a domtion fram an interested physician, 400 pounds of
FP’C have been purchased, At first, it will be given tco children on the
pediatric wards. It can be directly added to their regular diet, or tube
fed with milk. The team is also increasing the use of milk products at the
hospital,

The team hopes that it cam promotc F-C use throughout Vietnam, at least
as a way for treating protein deficient malnutrition and at the very most
as a generally accepted dietary supplement for adults and children.

OBSERVATION: The MILPHAP Team is exploring the use of FFC (Fish
Protein Concentrate) in the treatment of protein deficient malnutrition common
in Vietnam in the hospital at first, but with an eye toward introducing it as
an acceptable source of high grade protein for the general population.
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PART I1 -~ Recommendations,
1. (C) Language study for interrogators.

a, 1in April 1947 the 633rd MI Interrogation Field Team was assigned
as mpri of the 5th SFG Intclligence Augmentation. This unit is composed of
eight intorrogation personnel, none of whom are Vietmamese lingulsts. Con~
sequently, interrogation must be comducted through interpreters. In using
ioterprebers for this purpose, ithe following problems have arisen:

(1) Gencral shortage of interpraters.
(2) Limited ability of many interpretlers,

(3) Difficulty of establisning personal communication betweei
the subject and the interrogator when working through .n interprecter.

(4) Inaccuracy incurred when the interpreter rsphrases or imparts
additional meaning to the interrogator's query.

b, At present the Group's ability to produce timely and accurate
intelligence fram interrogation is wholly contingent on the availability and
ability of the interpreter, In-country language training is being conducted
to develop some elementary linguistic ability, but thie program, because of
operational exigencies, is of limited effectiveness, The logical solution is
intensive language study for interrogators prior to deployment to Vietnam.

c. It is recbmmmded that interrogation personnel be programmed for
intensive Vietnamese language study prior to deployment to Vietnam,

2. (C) Training of Collection DPersonnel.

a. Because of the wuiique nature of its operations, the 5th SFG
has great potential for an extensive and highly productive collection effort.
In April 1967 the 613th MT Detachment, a designated collection unit, was
assigned as intelligenee augmentation to the 5th SFG for exploitation of
this potential. This detachment underwent POM/POR training at Fort Bragg,
N. C., during the period 27 March to 25 April 1957. Although a designated
collection unit, the 613th MI Detachment is, in fact, almost exclusively
manned by personncl with a counterimtelligence MOS., During the training
period no attempt was made to conduct any sort of cross training, nor was
any training presented which was specifically oriented toward enabling the
613th to better perform its mission in Vietnam. There was no language
training or area familiarization; the 613th had no assigned persornnel with
a Vietnamese language capability. The entire training program was conducted
more to 'meet requirements" than to actually prepare the €13th for its
asslgned mission in Vietnam,

b, It is recommnended that collection units not be assigned counter-
intelligence persomnel unless extensive cross training has first been accomplis®

50,
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AVGB-C 15 iugust 1967
SURBJECT. Operational Report for Quarterly I'eriod Ending 31 July 1967

POW/POR training for intelligence personnel should be given by intclligence
personncl whe have rezently returned from Vietnam and who are able to instruct
in the various problems. capabilities, limitations, and particular situst.ous
cancerning the int2lligence cffort in Vietnam. Trained arca specialists with
Vietnamssc language capability should be provided for collection cloments
presently deployed or scheduled for deployment in Vietnam,

3. (C) Inadeguacy o) VNAF aeromedical cvacuation for CIDG casualties,

a. Rofusal to fly air evacuation missions and delays in flying such
missions on the part of VNAF has led to Joss of lifc and limb of CIDG casualtics.

b. It is recoimended that ¢ING casaaliies be permitted cvacuaticn
by US aircraft without having to ro ithrough Vielnamese channels,

4 (C) Hospitalization of CLDG.

a. A literal interpretation of USARY Repulation 40-11 would prevent
or delay the admission of CIDG personnel to US Army hospitals. Although DG
hospitals do exist, they can not fully support all CIDG ferces, Care of CIDG
personnel through Vietnamese channels is inadequate, Insufficient medical
support is detrimental to the mission of Special Forccs in Vietnam.

b. It is recommended that USARV Regulation 4O-11 be interpreted
throughout the thecater of operations as excluding CIDG persommel from its
provisions.

5. (U) Extmction of captured rice,

a. On numerous occasions CIDG units in the field have discovered
large enemy rice caches, Stated 5th SFG pelicy is that whenever possible
rice caches will be safeguarded until a neans of cxtraction is availatle
and then the rice will be brought back for friendly consumption. More often
than not, however, a means of extraction is not readily available, and CIDG
units can seldom remain in a static positien without seriously jeopardizing
their security. Consequently, the rice is too often destroyed. During the
last week in July, for example, CIDG units in III CTZ destroyed cver 50 tons
of rice. 1ronically, the 5th SFG is purchasing increasirg quariitiass of US
grownn rice to support the CIDG program. Furthermore, the general shoriage
of rice throughout the country is forcing the costs higher and higher, which
is detrimental to civic action programs in general and especially to refugee
projects. In view of the growing scarcity of rice, it would seem appropriate
to place a higher priority on the allocation of helicopters, the only feasible
means of transportation in nearly all cases, to rice extraction missions

. Recommendations:
{1) A mnation2l policy should be formulated with regard to the
prioriiy of extracting captured rice,

CONF 1 DENT { AL
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AVGB-C 15 August 1967
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly I'eriod Ending 31 July 1967

(2) A more operationally responsive system should be
developed to extract rice in those situations where a unit cannot safely
remain in position to secure the cache,

(3) All aviation assets (Air America, US Army, etc) should
be coordinated so that in areas where operations are being condiicted at least
one helicopter can be on stand-by for rice extraction missions.

6. (U) Support for research and development.
a. Reference: paragraph 9 (page 29).

b. In late 1966 QRP action w:s requested for the development of
an airbos¥ communications system. Several months ago a follow-up on this
request revealed that a system is in the develommental stage but will not be
operational in time for the 1967 flood season. As a result, the 5th SFG
Signal Maintenance Facility went ahead and developed its own system, Although
most of the airboat communications problems have now been resolved, placing
the extra burden of research and development on the Group Maintenance Facility
was not a satisfactory situation. Key personnel had to be taken from other
duties to accomplish the job, Moreover, standard repair parts for organic
radios were used to construct the intercom system. Use of the parts for this
purpose had not beesn plamned in the stockage level, resulting in an unforcasted
decrease in the authorized stockage level. This has not affected operations
so far; however, serious shortages may exist cduring the next 90 days pending
the arrival of supplementary repair parts..

. €o It is rec timended- that whenever a new item such ns the airboat
is intr~duced, 3 team should:be: ;provided by./MC .or CDC which:-has assets to
Tully suppert and deveiop-all aspects-of the project including communications
and maintenance,

F®R THE COMMANDER:

i:‘., A '\ \ -‘\i\i .. o & R
D. E. BROK R
Major, Infantry
Adjutant

25 INCLOSURES
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SECRET

AVHGC-DST (15 Aug 67) 1lst Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Pecriod Inding
31 July 1967 (RCS CSFOL-65) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VILTHAM, APO San Francisco 96375 1 4 SF= 1967

TOT Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-OT,
APO 96553

Department of the Army, Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff for
Force Development, Washington, D. C. 20310

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the period ending 31 July 1967 from Headgquarters, 5th Special
Forces Group (Airborme), lst Special Forces (WALX).

2. (S) Pertinent comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning language trained interrogators,
section 2, part II, paragraph 1, page 54: Concur with recomrendations
of 5th SIG (A). The shortage of linguists within this command is fully
realized by all headquarters concerned with this problem and is a matter
under continuous analysis. The 5th SFG (A) had an established requirement
of 97 linguists for FY 69. Di validated only ™2 of the 97 linguists. The
5th SFG (A) will requisition the two validated linguists at the proper
time for FY 69 requisitions. The latest OPO 22 has been received from the
5th SFG (A), with a requirement for 339 linguists, and was forwarded to DA
for validation on 26 August 1967. After requirements are validated a re-
quisition must be submitted by the unit. :

b. Reference item concerning training of collection personnel,
part II, paragraph 2, page 54: Concur with recommendation. Recommend
CONUS training be reevaluated in this area to insure that requirements of
the command are met.

¢. Reference item concerning evacuation of CIDG casualties, para-
graph 3b, page 55: MNonconcur. RVNAF has the primary mission of providing
medical evacuation for Vietnamese casualties and should retain the preroga-
tive of performing it. However, present policy allows for US aircraft
participation upon saturation of RVNAF capability. No action by higher

headquarters is recommended.
't

d. Reference item goncerning hospitalization of CIDG, paragraph T
4b, page 55: Concur with recormendation. This action has been accomplish-~

ed through coordination with the 44th Medical Brigadi:__—_—_—___________________—

G-2, HUSARFAC

Downgraded at 3 year Intervals i Ao 802 SETRET.
Neclnssified after 12 yeard je67 f o 0T
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SECRET ,

AVHGC-DST (15 Aug 67) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Cperational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period Ending
3). July 1967 (RCS GCSFOR-65) (U)

e, Reference item concerning extraction of captured rice, paragraph
5b (3), page- 56: Nonconcur. The extraction of rice is not considered of suf-
ficient criticality in relation to the performance of other combat support
missions to accert the non-productivity associated with missioning aircraft
to standby for that specific purpose.

f. Reference item concerning development of airboat communication
system, paragraph 6éb and c¢, page 56: Concur with recommendation contained in
paragraph 6¢c, page 56. The original ENSURE request did not provide for com-
munication support. It did, however, include spare parts, spezial tocls and
new equipment training teams (NETT) to train operators and maintenance person-
nel. In the future, if commnication support is desired, the request should
be included in the original ENSURE request as a part of the overall require-

ment.

3. (U) Unit will be notified of actions and comments by routine indorse-
ment which returns this report.

FCR THE COMMANDER: >

LA e TR S
L. KENNEDY.

25 Incl 5.
ne CPT AGC
Asst AG 7
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GPOP-DT (15 Aug 67) 2d Ind (U)
SURJECT: Operational Report for the Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1967
from HQ, 5th Special Forces Group (UIC: WA4X)(RCS CSFOR-65)

HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 19 0CT1967

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding
indorsements and concurs in the report as indorsed,

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

7
7
. AN S
K. F. OSBOURN
25 Incl MAJ, AGC
nc Asst AG
REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED WHEN
SEPARATED FROM CLASSIFIED
CCRRESPONDENCE
G3~S=-67 Zz¢/
59
HQ USARFAC -

Swg7~ ,z/—lal




T-1 L9 T TE~LOH T TIHO "'9a8 Y35 ©3 T Toug

Juouy ‘epruy
apeEyy

TEYD ‘NA
TeI2p ‘AUOUl
oyoy ‘Juouy
BR STuouy
apayy

cyon

cuny
FBIELNA

N

Felep

reasp

@eyd ‘NA

RA

PR ‘NA
RA

IRy

apeqy ¢{user
s ‘Terep

PPy’ 23q0) ‘Buny

epeip] ‘oIq
HA

4 ‘KA
SI4ad “NA
oIy ‘NA
A

oLy ‘NA
o ‘NA

KA
nrg ‘Ng

Junyg
Sd0ED OLNALL

WLANT G 4NQD

81
ez 66T
0s¢ 42
[+74
119
SaE® I
oA 5 7 e
M
744
222 ozt
974 §
12 80T
e3Z a87
L4 S8t
di 34 Wl d4 UN
Sd00dlL
Sdu02 I =1sT1

T INIG 19NOD

0ILISO4SIA dO0UL

98¢ 99 AON TSLETONL de7 ong
£ '93 ToL 6580004 Qos1d uong
0% 99 Uep 98:4ZIAE uoS Buong
$2¢ $9 LB GQLTL6dY  UBTUY 9F]
905 99 48H 6WZH0B0L 0 uoyl
734 §9 48K %8'7593dV ouT uy
9L 99 dag g9uzsfONZ Syd Busay
£a€ 99 uBr 64836012 ey sl
901 79 a0N QW08LDYISNYL oK uweg
§1$ S9 390 9095T9¥d YUBU] YUTA
61$ L9 unp  6zas6LuH 421 ®H
9 $9 des  Gzasetd YUTl TSR
a9 $9 LBl 44M0SDE ong nyd
€ §9 dny  €90%Es¥E  UUWB) USA
€ €9 unp €0.ZT6DE el Zuoq
09 99 usp SEHYMSbE  ucs Bunp
i $) Wep JTLHAOWD WUN TOd
29 WO SLtsLuy aAreTd

29 390 FLYNILNY e Td

% wep  SiNGoLuy aReTd

zet 100 SLYS9LuY W Wid

8858 TV

£9 Iy 6Li5k014 Suvueq

Ly 18R 615018 Fusuug

616 99 JER WFSSTIOR  ong Buonyy
oY 99 JBH Tis9E£ssa  Fuol YuTH
3¢ $9 JeX Yupivesg  dueg way
85¢€ 59 IR £G55Sd el vg
952 £9 deg (4070002  oug wEyy
205 $9 2dy  T0LL3€5d yueyl, 84
L € 994 Teglesd na €T
18s 9 40K ZHTSOTIE douud UeTy
8zt 99 92Q 29ewéLaz  TeA duel
&zt z9 dag 4TLSLLIA duswsq
3D oK (RE0 ~ GHC0D  NOLLVOOL

LYa




quEG NA

PLRITE U0 auB) f NA
pIRUZC IR’ que) N
FJUORT U LU D® TuRH A
QuEDE KA

DIBUIR UG L WR ) NA
GLedNA

QuEe )’ NA

@a)‘ NA

P8 AUTYY qQuB) NA

U TH* Bumy
‘weypAuony N
qm9

Suny‘qued’ A

Bunyg* que)NA

R

el

B

opeyy

wmyy ‘NA

HA

yep ‘3uvpeg
Tedup

138378

Te8p

REY

Buvpsg

JIeuyeg ‘Zuepes
oedusy ‘Buepsg
3uepag ‘asuyeg
Buepeg ‘yop
Tetep ‘Buvpeg
Jeuysg ‘yexep

SdN0E) OINALE

$S/$6/90:0

TIY 11930 INDD

AVILINIA 1 4NCD

44 L9 IEH T 3229l ucypIBucl
62 L9 uep SELGTEIX  BUFT THO
99 £9 sed 899YOLX UUBYL YUTKH
onT 72 ogY 99 AON ZPOTELNAL  YUTN 907
che 129 9 S9 &2y 8LB0SSIYX  uEend Uoy
0T %9 8ny 2glTRIli Uuag B ToN
gel, 19 P AEQGTTIX g TRIL
466 L9 Il $BLGLZIY  MOTY WPId
o9 T2 TIS 9 I SLYWEDIX Tog ueg
€02 et %9 99Q 805TOZIX  YUTH 4ey
61 §9 Ay 2962961X 7 Yusl
8zez L9 uwep G6Gi9Tiy dug Bueay
9 @@4 §59.9T1x dng Bueay
6%01 19 AON %WZILOOLY ~ ©OH uetg
1114 €9 Q94 §$4L9TIY dng Bueal
9 79 AON CZTLO0LY  ®BOH uatd
Sdwo IIX

295'¢ F<2A I} (7374 L UAToM
Lot 79 unp QISTEOLD  Busay wuN
1795 9 vaf QTSTE0d0  Fusay wun
oYl 79 JBW  LSSLE6dD Bumg Bunay
20% 49 ady  0HZ0M0douTU] Bg Buog
08s 99 Tne SBISTEOID Juea] WyN
€Le €9 320 6509IVZ o 19Td
LLE 29 wnp  gYzENsvi 0) sng
"y 29 AON 8L9ZT1¥Z Buoaf 1o1d
avs 79 unp LSHSL9YE Buesslq 1914
LSy 79 T°r  BTYYESSV yng Juey
osY 99 Tnp SOYS68dR  Fuses Aeq
649 $9 dny  STzITOEZ 05 ¥2(
Wi 4G wep CSTSB0SH TH nesqeld
689 29 AON  Y39zwedl Sed Mef
06¢€ 99 Jel (E6ZEOVZ BueTy TSTOS
T 99 wap TSLLTEAX umnuoy
A 34 uN 24 an D@ aN dENEd0 (4002  NOILWWOOT

qLva

S ALt MANL e CULET TR Y AW e e e " ——— e«

TEC-¥
€EE-v
r4<5e §
165~V

€54

€ZE-v
T |
ety

Z-q

e
ey
€oe-v

wey
Yoo




€1

S8OUTYSH NA
EA
uRTpOGER)‘ NA
UeTpoque)’ NA
qERO ‘MY O NA
URTpICER)

pIRUS2UOK’ quERD* A
preude 0 qEs)  NA
preuEe Juor’ qEe ) HA

Lo Fumy© ) YA
preuBe o’ qre) XA

I T S VO SF SAPAr S YO S SR T 7

Sdnow OLtHIZ

PR TR TY g~ T SORPRVT Y

e 2 W R NEGESANGN

B 2 I

RTINS
IVIANIG I INOD
$6/5010 1%kl % 191 L9 e 0TI666SM uy &§  ££9Y
§S/$€/00X3 17 L8% 09 99 B8R SSECTESM Toul duonyl e~V
$6/0Q0 €8 §9 38y 9L0295IM T8O TRD  TEP-Y
S/ 70 L9 G 95G69SM YU oe) t-g
85/58/0a10 29 i¥4 o8 19 ady  ZULES6SA  UeTg WUTL €2V
$€/5a10 8¢ 49 Bay £0GZ9LSA  SED YUTA '~V
naIS 89 99 L8 82595654 Yooy ®g TV
S8/S/ 7D LYET $19 Y% S9 Jey ZYELCISM  90Q ney) oot
§5/58/9A10 00T T0T oY §9 ady €LACLZSX WoyN uedny  qTV
$8/58/5ax ) 9TE 9Lz %69 €9 S8R 66£8205X wWH %°0{ I
$8/649/501" oY ozt £ot €9 4K ZCOC98IM UCYIWRUIMUTE  (T7-.
§5/66/9@ ) 02 see L9 §9 390 LGLYLASMIT uenp yupy  ZTH-V
0@ 654 L3 @®d 009202Sxd8] onoud A TTrV
/7 ¢S 994  60L0OC0SK BOH 90K g
§s/56/9a1 17031 548 s 59 <dy 893ETSA usty sH  So%-v
o o) T€T g9 uep STESHB0A  Buny yuig WOV
A 0Tt L9 IBH  €579SHSA neyy o €OV
an 8L L9 q@d  €$'95NSA nwyy 05 OV
IR Al 99 Wep OIOETSIM  oyd wog TV
v} 14°14 €9 wef 9TILYBSM oYy uey a b
84809 AX
(41111 Ri% ] L1574 $VIOL

17,01 8Ls 99 3ny TOUBS6IX ovy 208N O %-8

ON1 Lot ucdtes s
S8/0a10 £e L9 &BH 9SPIesSY WOH duon  £ol-v
SE/0@ D Uz L9 UBP  EEHLLTIX n) val  ZSE-V
£4/55/50D §52 L 99 ady TGZTLL  €OH doTH v
F20 70t 99 290 89HLESSX RO ong g
HAH 982 L9 39y  L8@BiziX wemg Ry
£5/5410 4T £0T 9ty g9 ady gw3emmi duoyd g €KYV
85/ 2 ozZ z 'y $9 &R T9LLLOIX  Teox QWY
84/65/91D SOE i 744 €9 AON 26eElenX dogng  T%R-V
£8/6/5%0 $201 156 86 §9 AeR  €TIRLTNK eg 3uog =g
‘RCISSIH Ik 34 X 4 N ) (ENEd0 q§00  NOIIVIOL T

AR
TV L LN3Q 1 3INOD <

T

e e wte A . o ik AL _

e e e St . ..




1

qwe ) O%H ROH'NA
N&
M

SdN0YD JINHIY

3uyl 529
o usds
£8/ %0

NCISSIN

&

Tv11IN3IQ14NOD

"Gy

s8

dd

UN

*G35un BTTIIZGND BTTGOH OUY SOPATOUT 0004 OMTH *ZION

aucyz TeRoT398] wdacoy - adao)
(Lea®1 3212987Q) 90J0g aerndog - 44
(TeasT oduTa0dd) 8070J TeuOTdOY - gy
UBTpoquey ~ qWeH

IBIUWBUZIFA~NA

Joo8eqIg = I030988 = §5/S

0URTT PAMMG Jep.Icg = GA

8040 SXFF -~ &

dnoasy egusyeq JemSeaa] WeTTTATD - QLD
TOJU0) pU¥ DUBWIOG = PO

! NTDET
L7149 T *IVIOL

749 99 des ‘POETI8SH dony Myd v
T2 §9 q8d 6829890 oond) nyd T~V

1344 L9 484 s8h.esn sony nyd -d

43 H@0 aN JdWU0 a00  NO-IVOOL FETe]

ava

VI INIG I ANOD




CONFIDENTIAL N
I CORPS

LANG VE! (A-102)}—

DANANG (Co.C)

~ oanine A

— THUONG CUS {A-109)
K&KAaM QUC (A-108

TIEN PHUOC (A-202)
HA THANH (A-104)

TRA BONO (A-10T)

o we u-xos\

~

NN LONG {A-108)

. ®a Y& (a-sna)

LECEND

+ = ¢— INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY
s CORPE DOUNDARY

-~ PROVINGE BSOUIDARY
— DISTRICT BOUN"ANY
——e QOASTLINE

INCLOSURE i TO OPERATIOKAL REPORT
FOR QUARTERLY PERIOD ENDING 31 JULY 1987

CONFIDENTIAL




A\ CONFIDENTIAL
I CORPS e wame aux( A248)

s
BAK PEK (A-24E)-.
~— /
Das ~ P S avEAU @ (s 223}
DAN SRANS (A- RAB ). T~
A’
i —_—— (a-z27T)
DAX TO (A-poe) \bx\ / 7 Ian MA TAY
T . ~ E // /
POLEI XLENG (A-p41) - ‘,ﬂn—-p"\ e s // TN TvARN (A o2a)
L J T P P
- . - N S P4 / /-
KONTUN  (B-24). N ST

_ - *

- -

[N (] -mA'l.BVN{F\“'\ /’, ’ ‘nuw
. n-gnENe (A-!;I').; \ \i:{s‘&.xm-m"

PLEIRY (CoR § A 3'»\\ \"§””"

NHON (p-22)

/uu CANH (A-223)
,Aw LINN (A -226)

\\\\ e e
DUC €0 (A-283)—__ Tnd ¢ row /mv« TRE (4-222)
T~ N . ]
B g Pley -
PLRI ME  (A-288 ) Y., .

it Iyaw PL ESKU [}

—— MU TUC (A-224)

BUOR sLEC: (i .238)
..wn 20N (A-221)

-
J T~ s B . ’——/ MA TRANS __ HQS,
BAN ME TH. OT ‘.‘2“\\\-\(‘(’\ / " e 7{ / STH m

I-ﬂt
RUND DUNG (A-802)

e LA a2y

LAC THIEN ;A-236
M THIN (9-81)

oy NS
~ Bon Me-Thy Driwe
\‘\I“'“p Y _\En:-«u "
e \‘ur ey !\

AK LAC (A-234q

N P urm-

KHON CO  (A-238)

caw (an §

”~"n
(L)

TAH RAI  (A-232)

LUON® 30K (A-287)

LESEHD
+-4+-4 WMTEANATIONAL DON. AR

ssees CORPE  BOUNDARY
- = — PROVINCE BCUKDARY
DISTMCT BOUNDARY
e mrmmaw GORBTLING

INCLOSURE 1 TO CPERATIONAL REPORT
FOR QUARTERLY PERICD ENDING 31 JULY 1987 |-6

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL
C H (A3 3L m CORPs

MB.) THANK (A-3 52
TOMG LE CHON (A-334)
NUI DA OEN (A-3E40—,

P t S
150“ ul.‘(%l%-*

TRARG .urr—n } ) Y OON® BE (9-54)

ey 0OP (A-F41)

—TAY NINK (B-3 NOR QUAR {3885)
~-BEN 80! (A-323) - p )
ARD (A~344)
CHl LINH  (A~338?

_DONG NOA: BT

TRA CU (A-382
NEEP HOA (A-381

OUC HOA{B B
CUONG HOA(A-358)

DIEN NOA (Co A
SIEN HOA (A-3C8

LEIND

4+ =+~ [NTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY
memm CORPS BOUNDARY

—w-— PROVINCE BOUNDARY
e DISTRICT BOUNDARY
cmoue COASTIINE

HO NGOSC TROLBES

+3-2
INCLOSURE 1 TO OPERATIOMAL REPORT
FOR QUARTERLY PERIOD ENDING 31 JULY (967 I“'?

CONFIDENTIAL




[N

GNFIDENTIAL
I CORPS

oA G (A- 4.»\

CRO LANH (8-43)
PON PHUC (A-‘Ol\

1NN THANN THON (A-418)

THOUNS mu-‘!& \\ WOC MOA ( B-41

MOC HC * (A-414)
™~ 7/ MY AN (A-4383)

/

CHAU DUC (D et
KINN QuAN XX A-4IR )
TINH BIEN (A-423 TUYEN NHON (A-418)

BA MOAI(A T PHUOC TAY (A. 441

o (CoD}
LEGEND ) \ )

+ — + = INTERNATIONAL BOUK
CONPS BGUNDARY
w——= PROVINCE BOUNDARY

TUTT———— _8INH HUNS (A-404)
DISTRICY BOUNDARY

wwemnre COASTLINE

INCLOSURE 1 YO OPERATIONA'. REPORT
¥OR QUARTERLY PERIOD ENDING 3i JULY 1967 -8

CONFIDENTIAL




1o

3.

ke

COMFYDENT I AL

STATISTICAL DATA

Operationss I 1T I w
az oz @z

a. Squad 5278 1h058 8730 13770
be Platoun 617 10990 76 5736
0. Company or Larger 8 3053 1050 628
Contacts
&, Contacts resulting fram

Ixiendly offensive action: 69 289 189 247
De V. ctiaclks cn installations

and convoyss 1465 133 188 97

ce Incldents (booby traps,

mines, assassinations, otc): 18 il a 191
Confimmed VC Losses:
ae KA 339 L73 Th1 378
be WIA 67 119 L3 Lo
ce OPTR 72 62 76 151
ds Quarterly camparison of confirmed VC losses country-wide:

KA CPTR

Isth Quarter 66 545 L

1st Quarter 67 1532 sal

2nd Quarter 67 1931 361
USASF Lomsest
ae KA ,-l» 6 7 7
b, WIA 35 ur 36 29
ce MIA 0 2 0 0

de Qurterly campariscn of USASF casualtisg country-wride:

KIA WIa
Lith Guarter 66 S o
1st Quarter 67 19 8o
2nd Quarter 67 2h 25

Incl 2 to 5th SFOA (RLL, 1 May - 31 Jul 67

CONF | DENT I AL

MIA

1
3
2

TOTAL

&
102

51

et
11836
19019
1,889

794
633

33k

1931

361

B
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.\" STATISTICAL DATA (CONTD,
I n I hu'g
Se. VNIF Lossest crz Clz  CrfZ CIZ_ TOTAL
s, KN 1 L 0 1 6
b, WIA 2 11 3 6 25
ce MA _ 1 0 o 1 2
6. CIDG Loszest
a. X 86 10L 103 3 u36
be WIA 273 365 L7z 309 W19
c. MIA 60 13 31 27 131
d. Quarterly comperison of CIDG casualties country-wide:
KIA WwIa MIA TOTAL
Lth quarter 65 59 202 6 267
1st quarter 67 322 920 80 1322
2nd quarter 67 L36 19 kv 1986
7o RF/PF losses:
a8s KA 7 20 68 6 101
b, WIA 10 = 113 2i 178
Ca MIA (0] 18 7T 1 26
d, Guarterly oomparison of RF/PF casualties country-wide:
KIA WIA MIA TOTAL
Lth quarter 66 81 136 18 235
1st quarter 67 i 18 29 287
2nd quarter 67 pL0:1 178 26 305
8. Weapons:
a. Friendly weapons lost: 50 unh 145 109 Li8
b, Enemy wespons losts 100 in 95 128 51l
22
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CONFINENT AL
HEADQUARTERS
STH SPEC:AL FORCES GROUP (AIRBORNE), 1ST SPFCIAL FRCES
APO 96210

AVGB-C 8 August 1967

SUBJECT : Quarterly Combat Develomment Report

T0: SEE DISTRIBUTION

1, Inclosed is a sumary of the highlights of the Sth SFGA Combat Devel-
opments Program for the period 1 May 67 - 31 July 67,

2, All personnel are encourpged i submit ideas or requiraments for
deseloment on weapons, ~Tirment, or ammunitdca, they feel would bu of value
to personnel of the 5th SFGA in accomplishing their combat mission. Recam-
mendations should be forwarded to CO Sth SFGA ATTN. S-3CD (CPT PETERS)

FO® THE COMMANDER:

’ ‘.
- - ’

S ! 4 o
DRSS A G
Fa 1’Do Eo BQOQ(

1 Incl
Tiat of CD Prolacts dajor, Infantry
Ad‘jutan
DISTRIBUTIN s
np N
Inclk 8 to Sth SFGA ORLL, 1 May « 31 Jul 67 REGRADE UNCLAS WHEN
SEPARATED FROM CLASSI: TED
INCL,OSURES

CONFIDENT AL

2




& CONFIDENT I AL
€\ COMBAT DEVELOMNTS

A. Combat Development Projecta, currontly wmdor evaluation:

1. (C) Manpack Personnel Detector (MPD). The MPD is a devico intonded
to alert the operator to the presence of concealed humans by detectirg ce:itairn
human chamicd effluvia, The results of the tests indicated that in the mm -
packed role the H'D would bLe of very limitod use. However the MPD'3 are
currently undergoirg modification to permit installation on helicoptors,

This mothod was tested by the 1st Air Cav Division with exeollent results.
The modified MPD's will be recvaluated in this new modo,

2. {C) Parabundle Markor, AN,/GRT~13. The parabundle marker is a sile
marking radio transmitter set which is used in conjunction with organic FM
radio cquipment to form an electronic homing system, Tho marker is attached
to air dropped surply buncdles prior to delivory, thereby providing a means to
recover lost bundlus air drovpod into thickly vegetated terrain, Eipght systems
ware evaluated, and dve to the non-coxpendability of the item and high welght
(25 1lbs), were dotermined to be unacceptable for Spocial Forcos operations,

3. (U; Lightweight Load Carrying System (M-56). The lightweirht load
carrying system wolghs approximately 3.3 1bs, and consists of the following
itens made of nylon material:

Individuel Equipment Belt, suspenders, small arms .

Ammunition case (2 each), first aid packet or compass

Case, intrenching tool carrier, combat field pack

Cxmtgen cover, sleeping gear carrier.
Forty sats of the new equlpment are presently in the field with a high degreoa
of onthusiasm for theo system being cxpressed by the evaluating individuals.

he {C) Lightweight Protactive Mask (YM.28) Evalustion of 2 ncw typo
lightweight protective mask which is mads of silicene rubber and packaged
in a waterproof carrier was completed in July. The total weight is 1l ounces
ard fits in a pocket of the standard field unifomm, however it protects against
riot control type agents only. It was determinod that the mask fills a def-

inite need in the CIDG program and a basis of issue is recommended as one
per CIDG striker,

5. (C) Hand Held Position Marker (PM-l1). Tho marker is an expendable
amoke signal for use in areas having a dense jungle canopy. When the signal
is fired the signal assambly penctrates the canopy and travels 30 an alt’suds
of 370 feet, A parachute stabllizes its fall back into the canopy where
two grapnels dfected luring flight snag, suspending the signal so the smoke
is visiblo to aircraft., 72 systoms wore testod and the smoke yleld of the
signal was found to be insufficiont. Howevaer a new signal (PM-3) has been
designed to produce more smoke, The system, if sc improved, will be a great
improvement over existing sipnal devices,

DOWI GRADED AT 3 YR INTERVAILS
DECLASSTFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
DOD DIR 5200,10
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CQRBAT DEVELOPMENTS (CQ\ITD)

6. {C) Linear Power Amplifier for /N ,/PRC-74 Radio. The power amplificr
is designed to increase the wattagc output of the AN/PRC-7h radio from 30 to
100 watts, thereby providing 2 much greater range. 13 scts were distributed
to the field in late July and no results have been received to date,

7« (C) Evaluation of Sniper Activities and Operations, ACTIV continues
to conduct an evaluation of the sniper program presently existing in RVN. The
evaluvation period has been extended one month and will now end on 31 Aug 67,
The purpose of this evaluation is to:

a, Determine if a nced exists to re-institute an Army-wide program
of sniper training.

b, Evaluate new sniper equipment and effictiveness of existing equip-
ment,

ce Evaluate the effectiveness of wresent sniper activities in RVN,

To date the 5th SFGA has scored its sniper kills utilizing the starlight scope
and M-16 rifle, This has been in contrast to what had been expected through
use of M-ID rifle with M-8l scope and M-16 rifle with the Realist scope.

8. (C) Airboat Cammunications Systems,~ Due to the extremely high noise
level on an airboat, standard radio transmitters and receivers w..c impossible
to use. An ENSURE request was submitted for a suitable airboat communications
system which USAIWL is presently developing., However, the Sth SFGA Signal
Maintenance Pacility has developed an interim system utilizing available
components, The AN/ PRC~25 radio will be used for FM commmications and the
inboat intercom between the driver and the gunnor wili consist of two add-
itional PRC-25 modules mounted in a waterproof ammunition box with a BA-386
for its power supply. The headsets are modified sound suppressing earmuffs
with buiit in receiver diaphram. The microphone is an exygen mask type with
built in microphone, This system is presently being installed in the airboats
with the evaluation to take place during Sept through Oct.,

B. Items Due In For Test And Evaluation By Sth SFGA,
1. (€) Position Marker PM-3
This Marker is a modification of the PM-1l, with all the same
characteristics and functioning, however the smoke payload is supposed to
have becn greatly increased. Item is due in for testing during Sept.
2, (C) Patrol Seismic Intrusion Detector,
The detector is a sensor system small and light emough (each

detector weighs 8 ounses and is the size of & paper back book) to be carricd
by a patrol. Each system oontaing l detectnra and one monitor. Detector is

CONFIDENT 1AL
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COMBAT DEVELOPEMENTS (0ONTR)

sensitive anongh o detect footsteps at I motere and capable of giving alart
to monitor unit ovor distance of one mile. Sth SFGA 18 due to renisve 10-15
systamas for ovaluation between JAug and uct.

3. {(C} Trace Metal Dotection Kit.

The Detection Kit contains two batiery powerod ultra-violet
light sources, a batiasry charger, snd 10 plastic apray cans containing a
chwnical soiution, The Detection Xit workes on the principle of maiking
iraces of mctals visible ty means of vitra-vioclet light in conjunction
with a chemical solution, Metsal leaves a charactervistic residuec on skin
ardi clothing in pattaris aud intensities due ¢ weight, friction, and
duration of exposure to the metals By using the kit 13 can be dstermined
if a suspect has been in contact wit: a weapon, each of which leaved a
charactaristic pattern. 5th SFGA was duc to recleve this item for ovalust-
ion in Juno, howevcer as of yet none have arrived,

MMMM 1ttt ol

4. (C) Mine Firing Switch, MFS-X1.

Seven Mine Firing Switchos were due in mid-July for evaluation,
based on a request put in by 5Sth SFGA to the limited warfare laboratories
Liaison Officer. The switch provides a lipght weight ba%tery powerod (BA-30) {
device that will dotonate M18A1 Claymor—:, or similar anti-persomncl mines,
or any explosive dovices that employ the M-6 or similar clectric blasting
cap., The switch consists of a waterpronf case with connoctors te accomodate

the firing leads to 10 explosive dovices, which may be fired individually
or in salvo,

5. (C) LM Rapid fire Grenade Launcher Systoms,

Evaluation of three sysiems of rapid fire grenade launchoers is
due to begin in Aug-Oct 67, The systems to bo ovaluated are: (a) Hand
crankod, low velocity grenade launcher; (b) Ajutomatic, low velocity grenado
lamecher; and (c) Automatic, high velocity grenade launcher. The Sth SFGA
ia schedulod to reciove two of cach gystoms for cvaluation,

C, Recently ovaluatoed items that were of intorest to Sth SFGA
1. (U) Battery Opcrated Fluoresant Lamr (Safar! Tight)

This 9 pound lanp has an 11 inch miniature fluorescent tube powered
by & 110 volt axternsl AC source or by two 69 volt batteries, It is designod
to be hand ecarried or suspended by eyclets. Battery life is “etween LO and 80
hours dopending on high or low intensity use. The lamp ie idoal for emergency
lighting of TOC's, medical ard commo bunkers, helipod marking, ete, Since the
light is an off-theshelf item,procuremm t should not take lag. The recommended
basis for issue is: A-Detel, B-Det-l, C-Dot-3,

CONFICTNT I AL
8




CONF I DENT I AL

COMBAT DEVELOPEMENTS (CONTD)
2, (C) Battls FieXd TIllumanation System,
The Battle Field Illumanation System is a support weapon vhich will

rovide illumination over a target area 600 meters in diameter at a distance of
0 to 670 meters from the launch site. The system is a lightwoight, portable,

one use launchsrrcontaining 12 projectilas. Each projectile burns for 30 seconds,

with the entire system, onee *firdd, programmed to discharge the projectiles at
predetermined intervals therely providing a total of 6 minutes of illumination,
An interrupter built into the launcher allows firing of only one minute or of
three minutes of illumination as desired. No opcrator is necessary aftor the
fuse is ignited. The battle illuminetion systom will not only provide for an
additional in-camp illumination capability, but also free the mortors from
firing.illumination niusions, permitting mor HE missions #o'bBo fired, These
systens are boing requested on an ENSURE basis for distribution to 231 A and

B Detachments in country,

3. {(C) Linear Anti-Personnel Mine (Fragmacord)

The mine gonsists of a 25 foot length of woterproof Flexible
explosive, 1/2 inch diameter cord, beaded with coiled fragm‘émtation rings'

crimped to the cord, The cord is capabls of beigg cut into smaller lengths
or several mines may be connected by small metal couplings for longer lengths,
This new munition can be used to mine ditchcs, mine outer perimeter wire around
camps, mine trails, or as the main charge in booby traps. Fragmacord is not

a standard item, however 5th SFGA has urged its rapid development and pro-
curement as a standard item., Therc is no indication ag to when it might
become available,

i (U) Lightweight Jungle Hammocks,
The hammock is constructed from water repellant treated nylon
fabric, 3 feet by 8 feet in size, with two 15 foot, 1/L inch thick, polyester

drawcords. The evaluation of the hammocks has been completod and thg Sth SFGA
has roquestod a basls of issue of -one per USASF,

S, (U) Lightweight Nylon Rucksack.

Thirty-one lightweight rucksacks were tested by 5th SFGA, A high
degree of enthosiasm was expressed by indivdual s conducting the testing., The

noteworthy features of the rucksacks are: Lightwelght nylon canstructiocn, quick-

release buckles on shoulder straps, plastic holding device on the drawstrings
for the large compartment, fiwme sections of webbing with eyclets for mounting
additional equipment, and a pocket with velecro fastener in the cover of the

large compartment, The requested basis of issue is one per USASF. No infore
mation is presently available as to when the item will be available for igsue,
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SPECIAL REPORT ON TIIE ACTICH AT CAMP TRUNG DUNG, 8 April 1967.

The following special report was prepared by the 2lst Military History
Detachment. It describes the small unit actions that took place on 8 April
1967 within the TAOR of CIDG Camp Trung Dung (coord BP 932551), which is
advised by US Special Forces Detachmemt A-502, 5th SFG (Abn), and corvind:?
by Captain Ngoc, Vietnamese Special Forces, Army Republic of Vietnam,

Prior to 8 April 1967, CIDG operations from Camp Trung Dung had mads
numerous contacis with local Viet Cong throughout the camp's Tactical ‘rea
of Responsibility, (TACR) but at no time since the camp's imepticn (1 Jan 66)
had any NVA contact been made until 22-23 Mar 1567. On thsee dates, one CING
company (555) was out on a search and destyroy oporation shout three klcmators
west of My Ibc (locale for 8 April 67 astion) ab coord BP 857513, when eontast
wes made with an NVA company (+)}s The NVA unit attemptod to surroun’ the 0IDG
company, but was unsuccessful,

This contact was the first NVA contact mado within thia TAOGR., in une
usual aspect of this action was the fact that this contact and subsoovant
attempt at encirclement occurred in daylipht hours, which indicated ¢ very
aggressive and confident enemy force was nas confronting the CTNG of ‘amp
Trung Dung,

The CO of Det A=502, Captain Deason, wns awarc of tho Tth, 8th and' 9th
Battalions of the 183 NVA Regiment being in Lhe Provines, but not until
22-23 March did he know that at lsast one Battalion wae in his TAGH,

This appearancs of an NVA unit within the TAOR oreated no vreal mwrpiise
to Captain Deason and Captain Ngoe because many intolligencs rapnris had leon
comirz in indicating that tho VC wers criticnlly short of food and would eoon
came lookdng for rics, ‘

Within the TAON are four rice storaps arons or werehouses, By aemmbral Ling
the rice from planting to harvesting to sterage, CPT Deneon femnd e oruld 3ie
trol the VC activitiss to the point that lorpe massing of ¢ vowes wes praotd. 1y
impossible dus to tho lack of available foodatuffe to aus. n that foreeg

One of the four rice storage arcas indiontod nbove ia lomatad in a hamlat
called lbbl Phuoc, about four kilometors soutintat of Camp Trung Thuw at
coordinates BPP03537, It was against thin atorapo arma that the HYA launch d
an early morning attack hoping to capture tho much nesded ries storea, Ab
0135 hours 8 April 1967, CPT Ngoc was informed by tho Disn Khanh Diztriot
Chief that one of his Popular Foroe (FF) units at Hoi Phuos had het nom
under an attack by an estimated cumpany of VG, (See skotch 1),

CPT Nyjoc imnediately conforred with his SF advisor, CPT Deapan, Th.
plan of action that cvolved is desceribad bslow snd is portrayed on the
attached skotchess

When the enemy attacked the FT outpost at Hoi Phucc, they apparontly
were unaware of threc separate platoon size night ambush sites that had been
set up a8 roubine night security for the area,

These threc platoons were out of CING Compary 556 from Camp Trung Munge
(See sketch /#2).

Using a TR~20 radio, CPT Ngoo called these thres platoon leadars (each
rad HT-1 radics) and gave them quiok and complete instructicns to move

DOMNGRADE AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS

Inel10 %o Sth STOA ORLL, 1 ¥ay~31 Jul 67 O oTERD SOTER 12 AEARS
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ACTION AT CAMP TRUNG DUNG, 8 April 1967 (CONTD)

two units to blocking positions to their east along the My loc road, and,
to move one platoon to the south, blocking the VC route of withdrawal.
(See sketch #2 and #3)s These three platoons were in their assigned arces
within 30 minutes,

Mearsthile, CPT Deason had hoped to reinforce the platoon in the southern
blocking position with a CIDG company from Camp Trung Dung. His plan was to
move this company south fram camp on Highway #1 (See sketch #1) to the intere
section of the My Loc road, move east and north uniil reaehing the hamlet of
Dai Hwu, then move over into the rice fields just cast of Dai Huu where the
southern blocking platoon was located. (Sec sketch #1 and #3).

Unfortunately, the execution of this plon required coordination and
approval from the District Chief of Cam Lam (see sketch #1), since almost a2ll
nmovement would be through his district, Since time was of the essence in order
to trap the enemy force, this plan was discarded when word was received arownd
0200 that all three platoons of Company 556 had arrived in position, were now
in contact with the enemy force, and were receiving heavy fire. CIDG Gompany
558 was inmediately loaded omto three 2% ton trucks (40 men to a truck) and
sent west on Higimay 420,421 (lmovm loeally as HT-2) to the intersection of
Higway 420/121 and the northern end of My Ioc road., ({See sketch #1 and i),

I% was begimning to appear to CPT Deasgon and CPT Ngoc that either Hwo
cemzanies of local VC were being engaged or an NVA or thard core! unit had
arrived in the area, This thesis was further strengthened when the 0 of
Company 558 called at 0230 hours to announce that as soon as his unit dee
trucked (scuth of the bridge), they too came under heavy firs. (See sketth
#:). An enemy autcmotic weapon position was just southwest of the bridge,
on the eastern sids of the My Loc road and was preventing Company 558 plus
the platoons from Company 556 from advancing. {See sketch #i). The strength,
identification, and composition of the enemy force had not become knosm as
yet, and CPT Deascn recommended all remaininc reserve forces within the camp
ke mobilized and moved tc the area of contact., CPT Deason felt that if the
00 of Company 558, who had the best unit in the camp, vwes having difficulty
with the ensmy force, then he'd better get all the troops he could muster in
to the area as well as himself. He also Felt that they were up against a well
trained and organized N VA force.

After CFT Ngoc agrsed, the reserve forces (one platoon each from Companies-
5§56, 557, and 558) were quickly loaded into trucks and moved out. At 0214520250,
they arrived to the rear of Campany 558, which had just overcoame the enemy
blocking element. (See sketch #5). The cnemy blocking force was composed of
8% least six WVA soldisrs, Five NVA wers dead at their positions, along with
ihe ING and four AKJ17's which were immediately secured, One heavy blood trail
indicated that a 6th man was dragged or hod crawled away from ths position,

CPT Dsascn immediately realized that if troops could be moved further
south along the My loc road, they could then box the WA force into a pockst
formed by Comparny 558 and one platoon to the north and northwest, two platoons
to the west and soublsrest, and one platoon to the south., Additicnplly, a call
went out to the District Chief requesting thot a PF unit be moved south of Hol
FPhuc %o seal off the east, (See sketch #6).

10 =2
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% . ACTION AT CAMP TRUNG DUNG, 8 Aprdl 1967 (CONTD)

Action and contacts were sporadic throushout the remaining hours of
darkness as the CIDG continusd to advance anxxl encircle the HVA forces,

The lie2 inch mortar at Camp Trung Dung had continuvously illuminated
the area and fired approximately 350 illuminating rounds before daylight.

In addition, a "Moonshine" sircraft (C-L7 armmsd with flares only) exrived
in answer to CFT Deasan's request, but departed the arsa after dropping
three flaves, (The pilot said he was receiving 37mm AA fire, but no cne
else saw or heard any AA fire). The "Moonshine! aireraft pilot was asked
to send a "Spooky" flare ship (AC-L7 armed with 7.62mm "Gatling guns® plus
flares) a2s a2 replacement. Spooky was on site from 0515 until daylight.

As morming approached, the CIDG forces had continued thair sweep of
the area Vo the south and southeast until thelr disposition was es8 depicted
in sketch #8,

Since 2 FiC and fighter aircraft were overhead at first light, CFT Deason
requested a napalm strike on a small hill to the front. Automatic weapons fire
was being received from the hill, and CPT Deason had personzlly observed two
NVA soldiers running onto the hill, (See sketch #7).

While the CING foreces held their positions, the hiil was entirely bummed
off with napalm, After the sirike, the swoep continued and three charred
weapons were found on the hill.

All contact had ceased by 0700, and the CIDG forees reorgenized and swept
back through the area, finding 22 NVA bodies and itaking ons P¥. (Ses sketch #8),

At 0800, one additional airstrike was ploced on the suspscted NVA assembly
area {coord BP 852511).

During this period, the CIDG forces had suffered only one killed and six
wounded. {One of the wourded CIDG died later in the 8th Fleld Hospital).

All forces clesred the area by 0530 and retwned bruimphantly to Camp
Trung Dung, The 22 NVA bodies and the 21 captured weapons were displayed for
all to see and thobographed for psychological purposes,

The CIDG forces had come up against the best of ons NVA Battalion {see
note 1 below) and had come out the victor dus tc the following:

1, Excellsnt cammunications,
2. Quick anc zggressive response to orders,
3o Familiarity of %errein and area of opesrations,

he Continuous i3lumination which affordéd good maneuver and precluded
NVA from moss exodus from the area undetectsd.

5. Well trained leader in advisor role.
b, Mubual respsct botween advised and the advisor.

7. Timeliness in receiving report of inltial contact.

8. Presslocted and occupled security positions throughout the area of
regponsitility as cpposed to Wcloge in" positions,
9. Tlat, open terrain which afforded exeellent moneuvsrability,
10=3
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ACTION AT CLMF TRUNG DUNG, B April 1967 (COMD)

NOTE: 1 ~ The NVA IV later explained that the personnol of his battelion

were siok and hungey. 105 personnel wore sclocted, based on their

good heaith conditlon, to attacic the rice warehouse for the much

needed foodstuffs,

= On 15 Agrdl 1567 {uue week later) another search and des®xc 7
~paration from Camp Trung Dung found fresh graves containing 20
- dddtional bodies vieinity of coord BP852511, where the last aire
strike had been conducted on B April. Since no other action had
oocwrred since 8 April 1967 in this TAOR, the bodies cen safely
be credit -d to the 8 April contact, (Either wounded NVA who later
ddad and/or casualties suffercd during the airstriie which was
placed against the suspectel assembly are:.).

TOTAL ENWENY IOSSES - 42 NVA KIA
21 Weapons captured.

TOrLL FRIENDLY LOSSES ~ 2 CIDG KIA
5 CIDG WIA
No equizment losses
Iaformation contained in this report is based upon a taped interview with (0,
Detachment A~502, Captain Deason, Intervisw conducted et Camp Tr..ig Dung by

LTC M, H, Jenkins, €O, 21st Military History Detachment (Airborne), Sth
Special Forces Group {Airborme), lst Special Forces,
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ACTTON AT CANMI TRUNG DUNG (CONTD)

Sketches 1 thru 8 Omitted
From Copies 9 - 35
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AFTER ACTION RETOQHT: ATTACK ON FON THTW . TIE FOLLOWING CHRONOLCGICAL SUM-

MARY OF THE ACITON OF 8 MAY 1967 ¥A: EXTRACTED FRM THE
MONTHTY OPERATIONAL SUMMARY OF DETACHMENT A-1107

0210 hra, — Six to eight round burst of small arms fire was heard east of camp.

No other pounds were heard. No particular significance was eiven to
this fact at the time because the enemy !'ad fired weapons ar mnd

the poistion on previous occasions apparvntly to draw fire in order
to better determine the AW positions.

0230 hrs., - Attack commenced: I,Zﬁ?T Chamberlain/ was sitting in the entrance

to the command bunker when mortar and recoilles rifle fire of great
intensity started landing throughout the USSF position and along
the perimeter. Although some minutes must have past, it seemed
that. small arms fire btroke out along the perimster almost irmed-
iately.

0245 hrs, -~ S5G Gibson, radia supv, and Kiet, camp interpreter, joined me at

the CP bunker. Throughoui this time a constant monitor was made
of the USMC Bn Tac net. Situation at this time was still not
clear am scope of enamy attack not fulily appreciated.

0255 hrs,~ S3G Brillante and SGT Zicaro Jolned the group at the CP bunker.

0300-0320

0320 hrs. -

0330 hrs.-

Incl 11 to

Enemy by this time had penetrated Co 146 position and sappers

were moving into USSF/LIDB area. Some zonfusion existed at this
time because of the difficulty of determining if the moving per-
sonnel were NVA or CIDG, who, having been pushed off the per-
imeter, were looking for a place to regroup., Within a few momments
we were able to determine who the enemy were and the NCO's at my
position took them under fire with small arms and grerades.

Fighting continued around the bunker with exchange of grenades aml
small arms fire. At least é homemade grenades exploded outside the
CP bunker but did no damage. One AT round from a B-40 hit the north
side of the bunker and penetrated through the sandbags into the
connex box that formed the base for the bunker. Throughout this
period we were able to hold the CP bunker and had suffered only
minor wounds to USSF personnel,

Enemy moved a flame thrower to a position cn the right front of the
CP bunker, firing from about 10 to 15 meters range. They put the
first shot right in the front of the CP bunker, but for some reason
ignition of the fuel was not complete., There was a flash and roar
and it was immediately deci ted to abandon the position.

Relocated CP group into the Sea Bee's area. Until our arrival the
See Bees had not realized the situaticn and were still deep in their
bunkers. They were immediately informed of the situvation ard

moved into the trenches, and a secondary stirong point was created,
At this time cooridination and communisation was reastablished with
Camp Commander and the LLDB Det. By using one of their radios,
communication Was reestablished on the Bn Tac Net,

DOWNGRADE AT 3 YR INTERVALS
5th SFGA ORLL, 1 May - 31 Jul 67 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEAK
DOD DIR 5209.10
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AFTRR ACTION REPORT: ATTACK ON CON THIE! (007 )

0335 hrs. -~

0LOC-0500
hrs

0500-0630
hrs

0630 hrs.. -~

Remainder of the USSE Det (CPT King, SFC Loff, SFC lansberry, SFC
Gomez ) joined us at the Sea Necta position. They had been located
on top of hill 158 in positions within the area of construction
for the new camp. They too had been confused as to the aituation
ardl it was not until they observed the flame thrower being used
that *hoy realized the woricusness of the situvation, NOTE: (Tll-
mination throughout the action was verv sporadic. The supply cof
hand held flares was rapidly exhaunsted, and the USSF 8lmm mortar
posiiion was unitenable for all practical purpeses during this
rhase of the action. A flare ship was on station a good portion
of the time bul vas having difficulty in getting oriented ov r
the position. This, coupled with low cieling and smoke, made its
effectiveness vervy 1°mited. The importance of illuminations were
obvions. When there was sufficent light definate lulls in the
fiphting, particularlv along the perimeter, would occur, only to
be foller «d by intensc action as soon as the flares burned out).

USSF and Sea Deos remained in position, and we satisfied ourselves
with keeping the enemy out of our position. Fighting continued to
be very heavy ilong the Marine perimeter. Some ditfficulty was
encountered in keeping abreast of the UMC situation. During this
period ammo was resupplied Lc them by using amtracks, The Bn
Commander utilized the Marine Enginesrs to reinforce and atrengthen
Their position. Some confusion and shooting *f.ook place as the
amtracks passed in front of the CIDG positions. No confussion
existed regarding whose tracks thevy were, but rather in regards

to the grournd element moving with them. The camp commander was
able to get things under control very rapidly once he was made
aware of the situation. NOTE: (During the period there were un-
douhtedly times when we cculd have brought enemy fcree-under fire
from cur position but due to the confussion I directed all USSF
ard Sea Bee personnel to hold their fire until I was absolutely
sure of the target. This occured mainly in the Marine position
in the)ea_st Just north of where the airstrip bisected the per-
imter).

The situation at this time had clarified itself enough so that we
were able to take steps to push the enemy elements out of our
immediate area. During this time the ,50 cal MG position was
reoccupied and eifective fire placed on the enemy troops occuping
part of the Marine perimeter as well as & portion of the CIDG
perimeter, This weapon was kept going until mechanical failure
coupled with personnel beine wounded forced us te leave the gun
and return to a secure position where we were able to place fire
on the enemyg.

At this time it became cbvious that: (1) the enemy was trying o’
effect a withdrawl, and (2) he had waited too long and had a large
nurber of men trapped inside the verimeter. As the Ught condit-
ions improved the action took on the characteristics of a turkey
shoot. I believe withcut a doubt the enemy took his greatest
casuwalties during this period. He simply waited to long.
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AFTWR ACTION REPGRT: ATTACK ON CON TH!N ™ (CONID)

0730 hrs. - Action t rminated exceot for some small pockets of resistoance.
USMC ele:- nt 1immediately started sweeping the area outside the
perimeter., Medeac operstions commenced and continued throuveb-
out the remainder of the morning.

NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS:

1. The enemy nlaced his weighted main attack force against the
eagt perimeter where the USMC/CIDG lines joined. A secondary attack was made
from the west, also hitting the junction of USMC/CIDG lines.

2. Berause of the mount of explorives used durinpg the attack and
the amount left behind as well as the large number of rocket launchers, it is
evident that the destruction of bunkers and engineer ¢quipment was a secondary
mission of the cttacking force, ’

3. The enemy made two mistakes that robbed him of a possible victory,

a, If the attack had been set for midnight he would have quite
vogsibly rhad time to accomplish his mission and withdraw under-cover of darkness.

b. If the troops making the secondary attack from the west would
have moved straight thru the Sea Bee's position,,which initially would have
been quite easv to reduce, they could have pinched off Delta 1/i, and effectively
isolated them from the other slements. Onc Delta had been destroyed, I believe
the rest of the defenses would have collapsed fairly rapidly. The enemy in-
telligence and rehearsal failed to realize this,

L. 7The enemy's use of homemade concussion grenades in the SF area
was not effective, Had he used frarmentstion gremades the rumher of casualties
would have been much higher,

5. When working in close hamony with US Forces the selection
of. radio fre iencies is quite critical. The HT-1 radios used by CIDG/LLDB
for their command not have a tendency to completelv override any frequences
that come anvwhere near their fixed frequency.,

6. Overall control and fir: discipline has to be closely monitored
during actions involving joint US and Vietnamese troops to avoid the development
of internal fire fights, During the action I had the company commander completely
cease fire until the situation was clear,

7. The overall performance of CIDG troops was quite commendable,
They responded well to orders issued by the company commarder. The camp co-
mmander's asttitude had a great helo on stabilizing the men with his caln,
don't-get-excited attitude,

CRAIG R. CHAMBERLAIN

CPT INF
COMMANDING
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. SUCCESS STORY:  IWLOCATTON O REFUGEES N TME CHNTRAL HIGHLANDS.

The following orticle, which was relensed {or publication by the Sth
SFG Public Tuformabion Office, describes refupee resettlement oparations that
took place dw-ing the porlod 25 March - 7 iprii 1967.

FIBIRU (U.S. Army) - A recent operation conductod by Vietnamese ard Amorican
Special Forces (Groen Nerets) suceceded in freeing 750 villagers and 36,000 pounds
of rice from Vicl Corg control. Th: villagers wore moved-at their own requost-
to a secure, covermment-controllod area, where they san live in poace, freo from
Ve terrurism. Their householid goods, rice stocks, and animils wore moved with them,
o that they will be able to make a good start in thelr new homes.,

The story began whon a combat patrol from the Special Forces camp at Pled
Me, in the coniral hichlands, made contact with approximately L50 Jaral villagers
living a few kilometers northcast of the cemp (thc Jaral are members of the ethnic
and cultural winority known as "Montagnards", who inhabit the remote mountain
areas of central Vietnam), The people told tho patrol members that the Viet Cong
had forced them to build a bunker system in the area, had taken away many young
mon for conscripts, and had "taxed" much rice from them. They asked if the
Special Forc s could move them to the district headquarters at Phu Nhon, where
they cculd iive without further VC harassment. Capatin Lewell M, Scott, the

JEERRSRNSE ——— T

senior American advisor with tha patrol, said that he woultr oy to arrange the ‘
move. Captain Scoti then secured the arca with his three companies of Civilian ‘i
Irregular Defense Group (CODG) soldiers, end requested assistance in moving the

people and their belongings.

When the request for help was received at the Special Forces Company Head
quarters in Ploiku, the staff immediately coordinated with the Lth Infantry
Division to obtain helicopters, and with the Office of Civil Operations and
the Pleiku Province Headquarters to arrange the resettlement. The govermment

of Vietnam agreed to provide vacant land in the Phu Nhon area for the people
to settls on,

Within 36 hours aite: the people asked to be moved, the first helicopter
load was moving from the olc village site to Phu Mhon. The move was supervised
by Captain Scott ond by Mr. Frank Pavich, the Assistant Province Representative
of the Office of Civil O-orations in Pleiku, Arrongements at Phu Nhon were
handled by the District Chief, assisted by the Revolutionary Development Team
working in the arca, and by the MACV sub-sector advisory team.

By the afternoon of the second day, all the psople, with their household
goods, animels, and rice, had been moved from the old area. The VC bunker system
was destroyed, and the deserted villages were burned so that the VC could make
no use of them,

At the same “ime the move in Plei Me's area was taking place, a patrol fram
Camp Duc Co, ancther Cpecial Forces camp thirty kilomoters nortlwest of Plei Me,
had contacted ancther 300 Jarai who were similarly anxious to be removed fram
VC control. These people shawed the patrol where a large rice cache, part of
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SUCCESS STORY: NISLOCATION OF REFIGEES IN T+F CENTRAL HIGHLANDS (CONTD)

the VL =zupvly systam, was located., They askod that they be moved as sccn as
poseible, 1n order to avoild VC reprisals. Captain Lawrence R. ‘Amon, commnder
of tho A detachment at Duc Co and sonlor advisor to tho patrol;requested
asslistance in moving the pecple and the captured rice, Agaln helicopters woro
pmvidad hy the ith Infentry Division, and shortly thereafier the people were
relocated to o Vietnamese Governmont settlemoent zrea near Thanh An Dstrict
headquarters. Land and housing materisls were provided for them, and the
building of new homos cammenced.

All in all, the operation resulted in the literation of 750 Jarai, who
nad previously been subjected to taxation, conseription, end forced labor by
the Viet Congj and in depriving the VC of a great amount of rlce--enough, in
fact, to feed two VG combat battalions for a monthf It was a major setback
for Charlio, and an accamplishment of which the Green Berets are Juwstly proud.
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MISSING REFUGEES AT BA TO

1. Having been forced from their homes once, facod with another com—
rulsorv meve to an unfamiliar area, and subject to Viet Conp rroyacanda
imploring and treatening them to leave Ra To to returr to itheir homes, 2,300
refugees were persuaded to scatter, making the pianned airlift of refugees
t.o Nghia Han impossible., Approximatc v 3¢0 have already returned to the Song
Ve Vallev which Lhey were vreviously forced to leave by the 10lst Airborne
Divison, Late intelligence reverts indicate that others ire waiting in smail
groups to infiltrate back into their home territory. The majority. however,
arc probablv 3Lillin the Ba To safe area, afraid of show ng up te¢ be alr-
lifted Lo Nphia Hanh and also afraid of returning to their previous homeland
where they are subiect to Viet Cong domination as rell ar artillory fire and
bombs from from F*MAF units, The basic preblem is to-

a. Prevent the return of the refugees to the Viet Cong controlled
area.

b. Assemble them in Ba To.
c. Move them te the new refugee camp being built at Nghia Hanh, or

d, Find an alternate locatlon where they would be sscure and willing
to acceut o4s their home,

2. The refugees were originally brought to Ba To by the 1Nlst Airborne
Diviszion in an attempt to clear the Song Ve Valley northeast of Ba To. With-
in one month, 2,8R4 refugees were assembled in the Ba To safe area, Commodity
support was adequate, but housing was nct nor was there zsufficient land to
coneider resettling all of the refugees in Ba To. 7= eliminate the housing
problem, the Special Forces camp at Ba To initiasted a housing project. Ome
hundred dwellings were completed bv mid-July, The original plan was t. a-
tinue construction in hundred-house lots urtil all of the refugees had homes,
fedical attention for bhe refugees was vrovided bv the Speclal Forces medics
as well as the doctor from Companv C who spent sevaral davs at Ba To. Add-
itional medical attention was provided bv a four-man team from the Malteser
Aid Service, but the team did not arrive in Ba To until after the refugees
had dispersed, Thus, commodity supnert and medical attemtion were adequate,
visible progress was being made to construet new homes, land for farming was
not available.,

3. Province's plan was to airlift the refugees that had been collected
at varicus locatlions Jncnncnna Ha To to 8 naw refugee complex being built
at Nghia Hanh, WNghia Hanh, whlch is in the lowlands of Quang Ngai Province
would be easier to suwplv especiallv during the monsoon when aircraft are pr--
vented from making regular runs in the highlands. Ba To had two local supvly
problems, One was a lack of storage facilities and the other was that the
refugee camp is across the fiver from the airstrip where the commodities would
normally be unloaded. During the monsoon, the river is unfordable.

4. The onlv detracting feature of the new location at Nghia Hanh was
the fact that it is in ' wlands which may have bcen odious to the Mon-
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MISSING HEFUGEES AT BA TO (CONTD)

tarmards who made up the majority of the refugees. To overcome any precon- .8
c ived prejudices apainst the new locatlion, Lieutenant Walter Reardslee, the
CA/PSY OPS officer at Ba To, escorted six Montagnard chiefs of the refugees

for a two-dav tour of the new camp, The chiefs appearsd to be impressed ain
when asked what they thought, replied favorablv, however, it is not known if
toey were merely beinpg volite as is often the custom or if they were really

in apgreewment with the move.

5. The airiitt to Nghia Hanh was set to begin two davs after Lieutenant
Beardsiee ard the six chiefs returncd to Ba To. ©On the morning of the 24th,
some refugees did indeed begin assembling on the ..irfield amd the first hel-
icopter loads were taken as planned, By the fourth trip, however, there were
no more refugees standing by and the airlift was suspended. A total of 359
people had berm moved. Lieutenant Beardslee and the LLDB camp commander
immediately went to the district chief who commented that 'vesterdav «nd last
night, they all disanpeared." Later that day, the LLDB were requestea to
send their agents out to discover the whereasbouts of the missing refugees.
They reported that approximatelv 350 had returned to the Song Ve Valley, but
that the rest remained in the safe area, A subsequent agent report stated
that eighty-~-f‘ve refugees were waiting to infiltrate back intc théir home-
sand, On 26 Julv, another 150 were rounded up and sent to Nghia Hanh.

4. The attitudes of the Ba To District Chief throughout the pericd
irior to the airlift was outwardly one of disinterest. Some reports indic-
ated that the Distric Chief was making no effort to prevent the return of
the refugees to the Viet Cong territorv. He issued passes ostensiblv for
them to go to recover their livestock, but actually knowing it was unlikely
that once they were out of Ba To, they would try or be alke to return. The
USSF commarder, as subsector advisor, discouraged him from continuing the
practice, and it was halted., Another opinion held by the LLDB is that the
District Chief does not want the refugees to leave Ba Tc since this will mean
loss of potential recruiting for Popular Forces, and the Ilow of commodities
will be cut off., If the refugees are in the safe area, then the distric
chief must be able to round them up or at least communicate with them,

7. Lessons Learned: The following lessons were learned from the ex-
perience at Ba To and should b: heeded in anv similar situations in the
future:

a. Ths greatest deficiencv in hardling the refugses at Ba To was
the lack of any intelligence network among the refugees. Intelligence per-
sonnel should moke an immediate effort to establish nets among new refugees.,
The distrbution of commodities anmd MEDCAP offer opportunities for collecting
intelligence as well as contrrcting agents. The refupgees can give valuable
information not onlv about the area they recentlv came frcm, but also about
the presence of Viet Cong agents among the refugees, Viet Cong attemnts to
disrupt GVN and FWMAF civic action programs, and the attitude of the refugees
toward various GVN plans such as the resettlement at Nghia Hanh. Not know-
ing why the refugees refused to go to Nghia Hanh prevents us from taking
any effective countermeasures.
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MISSING REFUGEES AT BA TO (CONTD)

b. Following a large inflex of refugees, the Viet Cong can be ex-
vected to attempt to persuade and threaten the people to return to the “:iit
Cong area. The Viet Cong can a2lso be expected to infiltrate among the ref-
ugees if not alreadvy there and ridicule any efforts to assist them., Ultimately,
the Viet Cong mav be expected to carry out their threats even to the point of
deliberatelv motaring refupee camps with the objective of terrorizing the
people into returning or at least prove that (VN is incapable of providing

them with securitv.

¢, The ultimate value of large clearing operations should be examined
carefullv and thought be given to what will happen to larpe numbers of ref-
ugees after the tactical phase of the operation ends and the problems of
resettlement begins, It is easier to burn a house that build one.

d, The lack of knowlegge of population resources control measures is
a deficiency which must be corrected. Simply, what are the techniques for
controlling large numb-=rs of civilians? In areas where government is tentative
or contested, the army must assume the role of policeman as well as soidier,
but training for this is inadequate and information on the subject is not
available,




