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SECRET

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUA RTERS
STH SPECIAL FORCES GROUP (AIRBORNE), 1ST SPECIAL FORCES
APO San Francisco, 9620

5T0B=C 15 February 1968

SUBJECT: Operational Report - lessons learned for Quarterly Period inding
31 January 1968 (RCS CSFOR=S5) (U) (UIC #WALXAA)

THRU Commanding General
United States Army, Vistmam
ATTN: AVHGC-DST
APO San Francisco 96375

T!RUs Camiander-in-Chief
United States Army Pacific
APO San Francisco 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff far Force Development

Department of the Army
Washington, D. C,, 20310

1. (C) OGeneral:

8, During the quarter Special Forces detachments in all four Corps
Tactical Zones experienced heavy contact with the enemy; and enemy activity in
I and IV Corps Tactical Zones, in particular, showed a marked increase fram the
previous reporting period, As reflected in the statistical data found at
inclosure 2, there was a substantial increase in snemy casualties in all Corps
areas except III CTZ, However, Detachment A-331 (lLoc Ninh) in III CTZ
experienced the largest enemy attacks between 29 Octcber and 2 November 1967,
(See After Action Reports at Inclosures 8 and 9). In this battle the enemy

GROUP &
DOWNGRAIE AT 12 72°R T-ITERVALS
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AVQBaC 15 February 1968
SUBJECTt Operational Report - Lessons Learned for Quarter Ending 31 Jan 68 (U)

again indicated their willingness to accept severe losses in order to achieve a
significant viotory. In I CTZ the center of intarest lay in northwest Quang Tri
®rovince where Special Forces Detachment A«101l (Lang Vei) and the Khe Sanh combat
base were seriocusly threstened by a largs enemy buildup, In IT CTZ the heavy
fighting that started on S November around Dak To developed into the longest
cngagement of the Vietnamesa conflioct. Detachments A-502 and A-503, thae National
Police, Vietnamese Ra .ers, and a ROK battalion Jointly paiticipated in the battle of
Dien Khanh between 25 and 28 November 1967, The joint operation resulted in 69
anemy KIA, (Ses After Action Report at inclosure 10) In III CTZ Special Forces
camps at My Da (A-L33), My Phuoc Tay (A-l11), and My Dien (A-l1%), which was just
astablished in January, were under threat of attack by three enemy battalionsa,

Camp My Phuoo Tay uxpetrienced the henviest casualtios in separate contacts with
battalion sised forces in December and January. Large scale onemy attacks on major
installations and cities throughout Vietnam were the center of Special Forces
attention as the quarter ended;

b. Speclial operations conducted during the quarter included six search
and destroy (Blackjack) operations in II CTZ, Reconnaissance operations Sulten I & IZ
were also conducted in II CTZ by Detachment B-52 (Project Delta), Special
operations Rapidfire III, IV, and V¥ were campleted in III CTZ by Detachment B=36.
Operational-control of Dotachments B=SO (Project Omega) and B-S6 (Project Sigma)
transferred to COMUSMACY on 1 November 1967,

¢y Four CIDG camps wore closed, one camp was converted to RF/FF, and
one ocamp was traneferrod to VNSF control during tle reporting period,

d, Organisational structure and troop disposition are reflected at
inclosure 1,

o, The camand concept for employment of Civilian Irregular Defense
Oroup forces is discussed in inclosure S.

f. Civic Actlom Success during the reporting period are desoribed in
inclesure 6,

2
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SUBJECT: Operational Report ~ Lessons Learned for Quarter Ending 31 Jan 68 (V)

2. (S) Intelligence.

a, A major contribution to the intelligence and counterintelligemnce
effort of the Group has been msde by the Military Intelligence Augmentation
detazhments assigned during the pericd April - June 19%7. To date no orders
have beea received indicating assignment of replacement personnel to f£ill
anticipated ro*tational losses. If replacement personnel to fill authorized
spaces are not received a dimimution of the intelligence effort ies anticipated.

b, Detachment B-57 will move out of Saigon with the command and
control element closing the SFOB by 29 TFeb 68 and the Saigon facility closed
by 31 Mar 68, The unit designation (B-57) will be dropped effective 1 Apr
68. Reference to B-57 activities subsequent to that date will be Cambodian
Border Operations (S), short title COPS (U) with the activity functioning as
a branch of the S2 Section,

c. Project OAK activities were terminated 31 Dec 67 after the
collection activity was determined unproductive in terms of funds expended.

Personnel assets have been reassigned to intelligence activities throughout
the Grolp,

d, Crder of Battle Workbooks for each Corps Tactical Zone were
updated utilizing material from both Combined Intelligence Center Vietnam,
and the Order of Battle branch, this Beadquarters. -

e, Sumary of Enemy Activity by Corps Tactical Zones.

(1) IcCT2: Enemy activity in I 'CTZ increas:d from guusrille
type action and sporadic contacte during October and November to attacks by
fire along thc DMZ, a large enemy buildup in Dorthwest Quang Tri Province, and
all out attacks on large installations and cities during January. Throughout
the Corps the enemy suffered from food, logistical, and personnel shortages
which intitially staved his offensive capabilities. The Revolutionary Develop~
ment Program initiated by the GVN moved a larpge majority of the population from
VC/NVA controlled areas into relatively safe areas and therefore impeded the
enenys® capability to tax the people for food and labor. The enemy recruiting
program also suffered, It is probable that during November and December the
enemy concentrated on building up his forces to combat effective strength and
prepared for future offensives, During the month of January enemy activity
increased significantly with evidence of a large enemy buildup consisting of
three NVA divisions in NW Quang "ri Province. Large scale a“tacks against
Special Forces Camp Lang Vei, Det A-101 and the Khe Sanh Combat base were
expected at anytime. On 30 January, enemy forces launched all out attacks on
installations and cities throughout I CT2Z, Reports indicated that the enemy
committed primarily VC units which indicate that a subsequent main enemy
thruast will be launched by NVA forces if necessary. The enemy had the ability
to initiate coordinated fire and ground attacks at anytime throughout the
Corps as of the end of the reporting period.
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AVGE-C CONFIDEoTIAL 15 Febuary 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Repori - lessons Learned for Quarter Ending 31 Jan 68 (U)

) 11 CTZ: Prior to the November enemy offensive near Special
Forces Camp Dak To (Det A-2Ll) the 32nd and 66th NVA Regiments moved into
prepared positions to the southwest of the camp and the 2Lth NVi Regiment moved
into the southern portion of the Tou Morong Valley. un tha Sth of November, heavy
fighting erupted to the SW of Dak To and the resulting battle developed into the
longest engagement of the Vietnamese conflict. During the first two weeks of
Decembor the enemy launched a series of attacks on allied forces and installations
that ranged from the Bong Lon Plalns to Phu Cat District. The enemy suffered
heavy losses but continued to make moderate contact in a vain attempt to extend
its control over the rice-rich region of eastern Binh Dirh Province, Ths enemy
offensive activity expected during the Christmas and New Year truce periods never
materialized. Enemy activity throughout II CTZ was at a low level during the
first part of January and was characteis..d by small scale attacks on lightly
defended outposis. The new Special Forces camp, Ben Het, received mortar and
rocket fire almost daily. The enemy stepped up his activity toward the end of
January as all units redeployed for the TET offensive,which began on 30 January,
with attacks on major cities and installations.

(3) III CTZ: During this quarter the enemy d.zplayed a desire to
score a major victory over allied forces with apparent little regard to the
losses he would suffer. He launched his largest and some of his most successful
attacks during the final two months of 1967 and first month of 1968. The enemy
selected loc Ninh District Hcadquarters‘to attack in an attempt to gain a major
propaganda victory., The unit tasked with the mission was the 9th VC Division
composed of the 271st, 272nd, and 273rd VC Main Force Regiments, Due to heavy

“losses suffered earlier in southern Binh Long Province by the US 1lst Inf Div

in Operation Enterprize, a third regiment was formed from elements of the 1lllst
and 165th NVA Regiments to replace the 271st VC MF Regiment, The attacks on
Loc Ninh, where Special Forces Detachment A-331 48 located, took place on 29
October through 3 November, The enemy failed in their attampt to take the
district headquarters and suffered extremely heavy casualties, After this
engagement the enemy continued to concentrate his large actions in closer
proximity to the Cambodian border when he could easily be resupplied or seek
sanctuary. On 29 November, the enemy began harassing Special Forces Camp Bu Dop,
4-3L1, and Bo Duc District Headquarters. On 29 November, the enemy launched a
battalicn sized ground attack against Bo Duc District Headquarters and Camp Bu
Dop received heavy mortar and rocket fire, The enemy harxssment continued until
8 December, Prior to December enemy activity had primarily been restricted to
Military Region 10; however, during December the enemy attempted to force more
action throughcut the Corps area. In January installations in Tay Ninh and

Gian Dinh Province were constantly haragsed. Throughout the month Special Forces
Camp Thien Ngon, A-323, continucusly received mortar attacks by elements of the
69th VC Artillery Regiment, On 31 January,major US and GVN installations in

#1litary Region 4 were hit by rockets, mortars, and ground attacks that extended
into the next reporting period.

(L) IV CTZ: During November and December the enemy confined his
activities to indiscriminate shellings of district towns, smsll scale attacks
against lightly defended outposts and tbe interdiction of lines of communications,
primarily along highway #L between Can Tho and Saigon. Special Forces Camps;

My Phuoc Tay A-4ll located in Dinh Tuong Province, and My Da A~L33 located in

CONF PBENTIAL
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SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons learned for Quarter Ending 31 Jan 68 (U)

close proximity to the Dinh Tuong/Kien Phong Province border were continually
under threab of attack by the Sl local force battalion and the 261st and 263rd
main force battalions during the entire quarter. On 5 December, in Dinh Tuong
Province friendly forces engaged in Operation Coronado IX captured a political
advisor to Military Region II who infiltrated from North Vietnum. This was

the first time that an indigenous North Vietnamese had been captured in IV.Corps.
During the insertion of SF camp My Dien A-416 in Dinh Tucng Province in January,
documents were found indicating that the area had been a base wrea for the S4th
local force battalion, Captured PWs revealed that the 261st and 263rd main rorce
battalions were oporating with the S1hth, During January the enemy repositioned
many of his units in preparation for the large TET offersive campaign. The 267th
main force battalion moved from Dinh Tuong Province to IIT Corps and was identified
in the attack against Tan Son Nhut airbase or 31 January. In Kien Phong Province
the 502nd local force battalion moved into porition and with the assistance of the
local force companies in the area conducted a mortar and ground ‘attack against.
Cao Lanh city and Special Forces Detachment B-43. The SOLth local force
battalion conducted a mortar and ground attack against Moc Hoa city and Detachment
B-4l. At the close of the reporting period the enemy was placing emphasis on the
overrunning and holding of key installatiors and heavlily populated qreas,

The harassment of SF camps had apparently becoms a secondary objective although
SF camps My Phuoc Tay A-iill, My Dier A-416, and My Da A-L33 remained threatened
by the three enemy battalions,

COﬂPS\DGNTIAL.
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AVQB-C 15 February 1968
SUBJBCT: Operational Report -~ lessons learned for Quarter Emding 31 January 1968 (D)

3. (S) Opersticns and Training
a, Plans:

(1) A cial study was conducted and sutmitted regarding the
establishment of the’mth Special Tactical Zone in IV CTZ. The final decision

to ectablish the Lith STZ placed it under the command of ARVN with the requirement
for the Sth SFrii to provide a USASF Liaison Detachment,

(2) A seriss of BEriefings were beld with COMUSMACV pertaining to the
planning ¢ Operation York,

{3) Under RVNAF Porce Structure Development COMUSMACV disapproved
the organisation of & sixth company for the 9lst Airbarne Ranger Battalion,

(L) A study vas completed and approved for the organisation of
Detachment B~20 in II CTZ to assume OPCON of tha II CTZ MSF and Co E, 1/20th
Inf (IRRP), It also suthorised the expansion of the II CTZ M to 12 companies,
(S) The goals for CY 68 far the Sth SF3A's aubprogram, titles
Transfer of Selscted Camps to VKSF Control (U), were submitted to COMUSMACV., The
goals are?
(a) Trausfer of camp Thuong Thoi by 30 March 1968,
(b) Transfer of camp Kinh Quan II by 30 July 1968,

(6) A spacial study of the effects of the enemy's increased rocket
capability or CIDG camps was written and forwarded to COMUSMACV,

(7) A review and analysis of RVNAF Progress, sub-program title:
Tranafer of 8elected Camps to VNSF Control, was comducted and forwarded,.

(8) Plans are being wiritten for 5th SPGA's participation in
Oparation York,

(9) & review and revision of MTOE 31-105E (Airtorne Special Forcea
Group) and of the A for Special Operations is boing prepared for submission
during the 1lst quarter of CY 68,
(10) CIDG Camps:
{a) 'Me following CIDG camps were closed on the date indicated:

Binh Hung (A-4OL) on 9 November; Prek Kok (A-322) on 9 December; Trai Bi (A-323)
on 18 December, and Hiep Hoa (A-351) on 30 December 1967,

SECRET
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SUBJECTs Operational Report - lessons learned for Quarter Ending 31 Jamary 1968 (U)

: (b) Camp Mai Tinh (A=-226) was converted to RF/PF on 2 December
P and Vinh Thenh (A-228) was redesignated A-120, and transferred to VNSF control on
H 25 Decomber,

(¢) The following CID3 camps were opened on the date indicated:
. Duc Huo (4=351A) on 15 November, Thien Ngon (A-323) on B December, Tieu Atar
{7=231) on 20 December, aud My Dien II (A-4l6) on 20 January. The assots from
Tral Bl were redeployed to Thien Ngon £ d asscts from Hiep Hoa were redeployed to

Duc Hue, Tra Cu, and Duc Hoa., Assets from Prek Klok are ascheduled to be deployed
to Katunm,

el

o TR

{d) Five camps in I CTZ, seven in II CT2, and ome in IV CTZ are
scheduled for either conversion to RF or for close out, Two camps in IV CTZ are
scheduled for transfer to WNSF control. Eight naw camps in I CTZ, four in II CTZ,
five in III CTZ, and two in IV CTZ are scheduled tc be opened utilizing the
assets as they become available from camps that are closed out,

be OFﬁrations .

(1) Summary of significant operations by Corps Tactical Zones,

(a) I CTZs On 2 November, a recon operation from Camp Minh
; Long, A-108, Quang Ngai Province, ~hich conslsted of two USASF and 50 Camp Strike
i Force persornel, made contact with an estimated platoon of VC, There were no
; friendly casualties, Ememy losses were one VC killed and 26 houses destroyed,
Or. s November, a rucon operation from Camp Thuong Duc, A-109, Quang Nam Province,
vwhich consigted of two USASF, one VNSF and 30 Camp Strike Force perscnnel made
contact with an estimsted battalion size enemy element, One USASF was wounded in
the initial contact and died before a medevac could be completed, Ome USASF was
wounded while a passenger in a helicopter which was flying in suppoert of the
operation, One CSF scldier, one NVA, and one VC were also killed in the contact.
On 7 November, a recon patrol from Camp Na To, A=106, Quang Ngai Province, which
consisted of two USASF, 25 Camp Strike Force personnel and 25 Popular Force troops
initiated contact with five VC, After a brief firefight the friendly element
assaulted the enemy position wounding two VC and capturing ome US carbine, two 30
round magazines, six chicom grenades, ocne rucksack, one poncho, one hammocl, and a
small amount of documents. On 7 November,a recon patrol from Camp Ha Thanh, A~1Qk,
Quang Ngal Province, which consisted of two USASF, one VNSF, and 90 Strike Force
parsomel was probed by a VC platoon, The VC moved to within 75 meters of the
natrol defensive position and opened fire, The patrol reacted by immediately
i returning & heavy volume of {ire which caused the VC to withdrew, During the action
i two CIDG were wounded. Enemy losses were one VC killed, two wounded; one MAS 36,
} a small amount of L5 cal ammo and one pistol baelt captured. On 9 November, Camp
Lang Vei, A-10l, Quang Tri Province received ten rounds of 120mn mortar fire in s ten
mimute period, The camp immediately initiated counter martar fire with unknown
rasults, Thors were no friendly casualties, On 10 November, a search and destroy
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AVGB-C 15 February 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons leerned for Quarter Ending 31 Jamary 1968 (U)

operation from Camp Tien Phuoc, A-'02, Queng Tin Province, which consisted of two
USASF, one YNSF, and 4O Carp Strike Force personnel, initiated contact with & VC
squads The VC fled under the intense volume of fire from the friendly elament,
leaving behind two VC killed, one US shotgun, one M6 mine, and five Chicom grenades,
There viere no friendly casualties. On 13 November, a local security operation from
Camp Thuong Duc, £~109, Quang Nam Province, initiated contact with three VC, After
an exchangs of fire the VC withdrew with ome VC killed. The patrel alsc detained two
surpects and ceptured one sniper —ifle. There were no friendly losses, On 16
Ii~vembery a recon operation from Camp Tra Bong, A-107, Quang Ngal Provinece, which
cmsisted of two USASF and 30 camp strike force personnel made chance contact with two
squads of VC, After a brief fire fight the VC broke contact and withdrew, The
friendly element suffered no casualties, although they captured three VC and detained
four suspects., The three VC vuve killed ou the 17.h while trying to sscape.

{n 17 November,a search and dostroy operation from Camp Tien Phuoc, A-102, Quang Tin
Province, which consisted of two USASF, two VNSF, and 50 camp strike force personnel
ambushed one squad of VC, killing one VC and capturing three. The friendly opsration
suffered nc casualties, On 17 November, a search and destroy operation from Camp Gia
Vuc, A=103, Quang Ngai Province, which consisted of two USASF, one VNSF, and 100 camp
sirike force porsonnel ambushed one VC resulting in ons VC killed, There wers no
friendly casualties. The friendly element then dispatched a squad to recover the
cremy weepon and search the body., The squad came under fire and was forced to return
to the main body. The operation again came under fire in their night location, but
sufferod no casualtiocs, On 17 November, a recon operation from Cemp Tra Bong, A-107,
Quang Ngai Province, which consisted of two USASF, one VNSF and 30 camp strike force
porsonnel made chance contact with seven VC, The patrol dolivered a heavy volume of
fire and the VC withdrew, The friendly element lost one HT=l radio and one Ml rifle.
This equipment was lost while the patrol was crossing a river, Encmy losses were one
political book captured: two houses, four bunkers, one tunnel system (35 feet long),
700 pounds of rice and miscellaneous bunker material destroyed. On 21 November, a
search and destroy operation from Camp Tien Phuoc, A-102, Quang Tin Province, consisting
of two USASF, two VNSF, and 50 CSF soldiers initiated contact with four VC at a
distance of 80 metors, The VC immodiately withdrew loaving behind one VC killed;
10,000 pilastres; four documents; a passport, school papers; and a tax-list, There
were rio friendly casualtles, On 21 Novenmboer, a scarch and destroy operation from Camp
Gia Vuc, A~103, Quang Ngai Province, which consisted of two USASF, one VNSF, and 100
CSF soldiers fired at 4O NVA and ton montagnards at a distance of 700 meters, After
a brief oxchange of fire the enemy withdrew leaving behind two of their dead, There
wore 20 kKilled by gunshipsy they wera not confirmed by USASF body count; On 26
Nowember, 8 soarch and destroy operation from Thiong Duc, A~109, Quang Nem Province,
which consisted of two USASF, two VNSF, 100 CSF soldiers and 30 PF troops ambushed &
VC squad which resulted in one VC killed and three wounded, At 1435 hours the
patrol observed a VC platocn with a carrying party of 100, Contact was estsblished
and maintained, Results of this encounter were 12 VC killad, 12 VC wounded; 800
kilos of rice, salt and corn destroyeds 120 rucksacks with miscellaneous equipment,
personal belongirgs, and onc red flag with & yellow hammer ond sickle and VC banners
attachnd to it captured, Tho operation found and destroyed two caches of 3,000 ldlos

CONFIDENTIAL
8




) SN o

o G TN I R 10 T

e L LLT R T

o e s

Jppp—S AP TRl bl

4 r——_

AR TR

%

AVGB-C 15 Fobruary 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report = Lessons Learned for Quarter Ending 31 Jamuary 1968 (U)

CONFIDENTIAL

of rice, 1,000 kilos of corn, and 500 pounds of salt, At 1530 hours the operation
wos ambushed by a reinforced VC company, 7The patrol immediately returned e heavy
volume of fire and directed air strikes on the VC position, Results of this en=-
countor were onw CSF soldior killed and one wounded, Enemy losses wore elpht VC
killed by air strikes and mumerous blood trails found in the area., At 1630 hours
the patrol overran a VC outpost, killad the VC guard, and captured one rucksack,
The patrol returned to camp at 1000 hours 28 November with the ovorall following
rusults: Friendly losses were ons CSF kllled and ome wounded, Enery losscs werc 22
killed, 15 wounded; one unknown .vpe woeapon, 122 rucksacks, one Russég; élgg
capturaed; 800 kilos of rice, salt, and corn destroyed at ons Técation and 3,000
kilos of rice, 1,000 kilos of corn and 500 pounds of ealt destroyed at anothor
location, On 7 December at 1025 hours, a search and destroy operation from Camp
Thoung Duc, A-109, Quang Nam Province, which consisted cf six USASF and 169 MSF
ambushed a VC platoon. The VC platoon roturned fire and flod south with the
friendly forces in pursuit, During the pursuit the friendly forces were ambushed
by an cgtimated NVA battalion. The bettallon was armed with machine guns and
mortarse, On the initial contact with the NVA battalion friendly forces s stained
one USASF killed, three MSF killed, three MSF killed and four MSF wounded, Due to
bad weather close alr support could not be provided, Artillery wos fired from Camp
Thoung Duc with umreported resulte. A search and destroy operation also from Camp
Thoung Duc, consisting of three USASF and 220 CSF troops, moved from their plenned
route to a blocking and reinforcing position to assist the MSF operation, At 1350
hours the MSF broke contact and moved to an 12 to medevac the L MSF wounded, On
the 8th at 1050 hours,the bodies of the USASF and MSF troops were recovered and
evacuated to Camp Thoung Duc. At 1715 hours the MST attacked an unknown sige VC
force in well dug in cmplacements from a distance of 50 maters, After a brief five
fipght the VC btroke contact and fled in an unknown direction, Results of this
contact were one MSF killed, ono USASF and two MSF wounded, Enemy losses are unknown.
4 Lreokdown of captured items are one AK-L7 assault rifls, 12 pocke; ono mortar sisht
in carrying case complete with accessories, including night light device; onme medical
kit packed inside a rucksack marked with & red cross, Ths kit contained a wide
veriety of medicines including antibioties, chloroquinine, quinine, antispasmodics,
morphine, atropine, and battls dressing, Items were of varied origin including
florth Vietnam, Russia, China and Poland. Company C Surgeon judged the medical kit
to be quite sophilsticated and capable of treating 100 troops for two or three montha.
Documents included undidentified unit rosters, pevsonal papers, lettaers, publications
and what appeared to be weapon firing tables. Clippings from a Banol newspaper were
less than six months old, On the 8th at 12L5 hours, a search and destroy operation
from Camp Minh Long, A-108, Quang Ngai Province, which ccnsisted of two USHSF, one
YNSF and 50 CSF troops ambushed 10 VC washing in a strean from a distonce of 35
meters, The VC returned fire and withdrew in a northeasterly direction, There were
no friondly casualties. Enemy losses were three VC killed, one VC wounded and one
M2 carbine captured. On the 16th at 1128 hours, one USASF died of wounds received in
action on 8 Deccmber, On the 10th of December at 0916 hours, a search and destroy
oneration from camp Tra Bong, A-107, Quarg Ngai Proviuce, which consisted of four
USASF and 150 CSF troops made contact from e distance of 100 metors with a VC squad
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armed with small arms and shot guns, After a brie” fire fight, VC broke : ntact and
withdrew northeast, TFriendly forces pursucd VC noa cheast and at 1210 how.s the
oparation reestablished contact, this time with two VC squads from a distance of 100
moters, Aftor a 15 mimute firefight the VC broke contsct and withdrew in an unknown
direction, Friendly losses werec one CSF soldier killsd, Enemy losses were 13 VC
killed, one VC cadro captured, one Ml rifle, one shotgun, throe grenades and one
gosmask captured, There were 20 tuildings, 3,000 kilos of rice, 28 oows, 1L plgs
deatroyed and 55 VC suspacts detainsd, On the 12th of December, the same operation
nale contact with a reinfarced VC platoon from a distance of 75’ meters whils saweeping
a hamlet, After a short engagement the VC broke contact and withdrow west and south=
west. Friendly losses were oma CSF soldier killed. Enemy losses were 20 VC killed,
On 17 Decembar, at 1015 hours a search and destroy operation from Camp He Thanh,
4~104, Quang Ngal Province, consisting of two USASF, two VNSF, and 150 CSF +troops,
uinde tontact with one VC companmy whils swoeping a village, The VC were armed with
automatic weapons, Aftor a short firefight the VC broke contact and withdrew north.
There were no friendly casualties, Enemy losses were soeven VC killed; two VC wounded;
four AK-)7 assault rifles, two MAS 36'a, and one 3.5 rocket launcher with one rocket
end 25 grenados captured., On 20 Deccmber, a search and destroy operation from Camp
Tien Phuoc, 4-103, Quang Tin Province, which consisted of five USASF and 150 CSF
troops made contact with 15 VC armed with automatic weapons, After & brief firefight
the VC broke contact and withdrew southwest, There wers no frisndly casuelties.
Enemy losses were three VC killed, one VC wounded. On 23 Doecember, the same operation
raided a village occupied by 30 VC armed with small arms, After a aporadic firefight
the VC broks contact and withdrew southoast. Friendly casualties were one CSF soldier
woundede Enemy losses were five VG killod, two VC wounded, ona Chicom carbine, one
AK-37 @ssault rifle, ono pair binoculars, two mines of unknown type,; four rucksacks
and 100 1bs of rice captured., On 23 Dacember, 2 search and destyoy opetation from
Comp Thuong Duo, A=10%9, Quang Nam Province; which oonsisted of two USASF, one VNSF,
and 80 CSF troops, made contact with e well dug in VC platoon. After a sporadic
firefight the patrol assmulted to within 100 meters of the VC pobitions after which
ths VC broke contact and withdrew southeast, Thereo were no friendly casualties,
Enemy losses ware 10 VC killed, two VC wounded, one Russian sniper rifls, ome US SMG,
HMAO ammunition and assorted documents captured, On 29 December at 1000 hours, a
secrch and destroy operatiosn from Camp Tra Bong, A-~107, Quang Ngai Province, which
consisted of two USASF and 50 CSF troops made contact with ome VC squad armed with
gmall arms and zutomstic weapons from a distance of 200 metera, After a brief fire-
fight the VC broke contact and withdrow west. There were no frisndly casuaitias,
Enemy losges were two males, six femalas, throe children, five Chicom grenades, ons
carrying pouch, one directory from Danang Air Base concerning combsat equipment and
how to order it captured, Destroyed wore 15 bunkers, 125 houses, 2,000 kilos of riece
end 30 cattle, On the 30th of Decomber at 0730 hours,a recon patrol from Camp Tien
Phouc, A~102, Quang Tin Province, made contact with one VC platoon, armed with small
arms, whils reiding a village., Aftor a brief firefight tho VC broke contact and witha-
drow north, There were no friendly casualties, enemy losses were three 7C killed,
five VC coptured, and two Chicom 7,62 riflss with ammnition captured. During the
poriod 30 Deccmber 1967 and 06 Jamuary 1968, CIDG end RF/PF advised by USASF conducted
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133 operations and engaged in 17 conmtacte, Emomy losses were L3 killed, six
captured, nine wounded and 20 weapons captured. Friendly losses were 26 RF/FF kill-
ed and 46 wounded, There were 90 weapons lost by friend'v forces. On 2 Jamary at
0423 hours, & PF outpost located five kilometers southwest of Camp Tien rbuce, A~l02
(uang Tin Province, received an estimated seven rounds of mortar fire, Ther wmre
no casualties, At the samc time the NVA made a coordinated attack on the owv Jst
of Hau Duc District headquarters located 10 kilometers southwest of Camp Tien Phuoc.
This outpost was overrun and occupied by NVA, A patrol from Camp Tien Pluoc
recaptured the outpost with no casualtics, MSF Co i6 was airlifted frem Danan: to
Camp Tien Phioc and closed into the camp at 0130 hours on the Lth of January. The
MSF are presently located at the OP and are conducting small scale oporations,
Toval results of tho operation wores 26 RF/PF killed, L6 RF/PF wounded, six RF/FF
msesing and 60 individual weapons lost, Enemy losses were 22 NVA killed by air,

3L NVA killed in action, 60 NVA killed {prctable) reported by the Hsu Duc Chief,

15 NVA wounded and four NVA captured, Equipmont lost by the enemy 4s as follows:
Ona 60mm morter with SO rounds of ammnition, four B-LO rocket launchers with 60
B=lO rockets, 30 individual weapons with 30 cases of ammnition, 12 bangalcr
torpedos, nine mines, 265 hand gronades, £u2 kilos of TNT and 11 rounds of 57mm
recoilless rifle ammnition, During the period 06 Jamuary 1968 and 13 Jamary 1568,
CIDG and RF/FF advised by USASF conducted 147 operations and engaged in 20 contacts,
Enomy losses were 13 killsd, one captured, 15 wounded and three weapons captured.
Friendly losses were two CSF killed, eight wounded and one missing, There were

no weapons lost by friendly forces, On 12 Jamary at 1100 hours, a sesrch and
destroy operation from Camp Tien Phuoc, A=102, Quang Tin Province received mortm
fire from a VC platoon from a distance of 200 meters, The patrol returned fire

and the VC withdrew south, There were no friendly casuaclties. There were five

VC wounded, At 1600 hours the same search and destroy operation received sniper
fire from a distance of 600 meters, Upon engagement the VC withdrew northwest,
There were no friondly casualties, Enemy losses werc five Chicom grenades, 5,000
rounds of carbine ammunition, 100,000 rounds of Ml ammnition, 2,000 rounds of M79
ammunition and 50 rounds cf 60mm mortar ammunition. On 12 Jamary at 2030 hours,

o night ambush patrcl from Camp Lang Vei, i=101, Quang Tri Province, ambushed an
estimated VC platoon from & distance of 30 meters, The VC broke contact md
withdrew, but remained in the area, At OS5 hours on 13 Jamary, after the ambush
patrol moved to the planned ambush site, the patrol ambushed an estimated VC
company plus from an unreported distance, The VC immediately maneuvered on the
patrol forcing the patrol to break contact and withdraw back toward base carp,

The VC pursued the patrol to within 500 meters of the camp, Results of the
encounter were one CSF soldier missing, 12 VC killed, two VC wounded and one AK-7
assault rifle captured, During the pericd of 13 Jamary 1968 and D Jamary 1968,
CIDG and RF/PF advised by USASF conducted 150 operations and engaged in 19 contacts,
Enomy losses were 26 killed, eight ceptured, 22 wounded and four weapons captured,
Friendly losses were five CSF and one RF/PF killed, 12 CIDG wounded and one CIDG
missing, There were two weapons lost by friencly forges, On 13 Jamuary at .-"%

h the Detechmont Commander of Gia Yuc, A-103, Quang Ngail Province, while £ *ng
visual reconnaissancs, observed enemy movement, Appraximately 200 VC were counted
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and eirstrikes were requested. fircraft dropped napalm, clust:r bomb units, SO0
: and 750 pound bombs, Results of the airstrikes were L6 VC killec oy air; one VG
i killed by ground forces; four dwellings and fivo tunxors desircyed. On 17 Jarmary
; at 1100 hours, an operation from Tien Phuocc, A-102, Quang Tin Province, made
contact with 45 VC from a distance of 50 meters whilo conducting a raid on &
village, Aftor a brief firefipght, the VC brcke contact and withdrow southeoss,
Inery losscs were five killed, two wounded, ono captured end onc K-47 assault
rifle capturod, There were no fricndly cosualties. On 18 January at 1100 hours,
: a reconnaissancs patrol from Kham Duc, A-105, Quang Tin Province, made coubact und
i withdrew southwest. Result of the eucounter was two VC killed and two wounded.
On 18 Jamary at 1030 hours, a company operation from Bz To, A-106, Quang Ngai
Province, made contact with an urknown size VC force, Gunships were requested and
airstrikes brought in on the enery force., Ten minutes later the same oporction
made contact with an estimated VC squad, The VC vere armed with automatic weapons,
Encmy losses were 13 killed by air, two killed by ground forces, and 20 military
structures destroyed, Ome pack, mumerous types of ammunition, leaflets and death
certificates were coptured., At 1200 hours, elements of the same operation captured
two VC and one carbine. f4gain at 1415 hours the same clement made contact with an
cstimated VC platoon wearing mixed uniforms and armed with automatic weapons,
The VC broke contact and fled east with no exchange of fire. Gunships were
requested at 1430 hours and crodited with eight VC killed, Various types of small
arms ammnition and ono Chicom grenade was captured. On 19 January at 1320 hours,
contact was madc with three VC, After a brief firefight the VC brokc contact and
withdrew cast, Result of the engagement wes onc VC killed, one M1 rifle destroyed
ané one CSF killed. At 1315 hours e blocking position was established to cut off
cnemy withdrawal, This blocking force fired 8lmm mortars at an estimated cnemy
squad, resulting in two VC killed, three wounded and two carbines destroyuzd.
During the period of 20 Jonuary 1968 to 27 Jemary 1968, CIDG and RF/PF units
advised by USASF conducted W46 operations and engared in 18 contacts. Enemy losses
were nine VC killed, three VC captured, seven VC wounded and two weapons captured.
Friendly losses were two CSF soldiers killed, two CSF and three RF/FF soldiers
wounded, There werc no weapons lost. On 21 Jenuary at 0530 hours, Camp Lang Vci,
4=101, Quang Tri Provinee, recvived five rounds of mortar fire; there werc no
casualtics, At 1000 hours a2 scarch and destroy operation which consisted on one
US~SF, onc AATIV, one VNSF and UC MSF soldiors mado contact with an estimated VC
conpanys Tho results of the encountor were five VC killed end five wovnded., On
23 Jamuary ot 1738 hours two jot aircraft flylng from the dircetion of laos made
a low level bomb run on an outpost 300 moters from Camp Lang Vei, The nmumber of
bombs droppod was undetormined, but estimated size of bombs were 250 pound. Tho
aircraft galned altitude and flew back over Laos, The bombs were not on target
and thore wore no casualties. On 2l Jamary st 1235 hours an airforec FAC observed
fivo tanks (type unknown) traveling east cn highway nine. An airstrike was called
ancé fire was placed on the tanks. One tank was destroyed and the others withdrew
wost into the trec line along the highway. On 25 Jamuary at 1853 hours, and again
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at 2255 hours,the camp camo under artillery fire which resulted in one MSF soldier
wounded, At 2330 hours a five man CIDG patrol ambushed an sstimated VC compamy
armed with iK-L7 assault rifles, After a brief firefight the VC withdrew south.
Enemy losszs were five VC killed (unconfir::ad), six VC woundad (unconfirtiod) and
two AK=47 assault rifles caeptured, Friendly losses were one CSF soldier killed and
tv> wounded. On 23 Jaruary at 0810 houfs,2 scarch and destroy operation from Camp
Gia Vuc, A=103, Quang Ngai Province, exocutod a hasty ambush on five VC lrom a
distance of 200 meters, Aafter a brief firefipght the VC broke contact and withdrew
south, There were no friendly losses., Enemy losses wore three VC capturcd, On
23 Jamary at 1330 hours,a search and destroy operation vhich consisted of two
USiSF, two VNSF, 25 RF/FF and 100 CSF soldiors from Camp Tien Phuoc, A=102, Quang
Tin Province, ambushed an estimated VC squad from a distance of 100 meiers, After
a brief firefight the VC broke contact and withdrew scuthsast, One VC was killed
and ona CSF soldier wounded. On 25 January at 1400 hours, a soarch and destroy
operation from Camp Minh lonh, 4-108; Quang Ngai Province, which consisted of two
USASF, onc VNSF, 1 PF and 70 CSF soldiers made contact with an estimated VC
platoon from an unreported distance., After a brief firefight the VC broke contact
and withdrew southwest, There wore two VC killed, Luring the period 27 Jamary
1968 to 03 February 1968, CIDG and RF/PF units advised by USASF conducted 145
operations and engaged in 25 contacts, Encmy losses were 150 killed, 18 captured,
7L wounded and 12 weapons capturcd. Friendly losses were 16 CSF, =nd two RF/FF
soldiers killed, Therc were 17 CSF and two RF/PF soldiers wounded, onc USASF
rissing and five weapons lost, On 31 Jemuary, a three platoon rcaction patrol from
Lang Vei, A-101, Quang Tri Provinoe, which consisted of MSF, CSF soldiers, three
VIISF and eight USASF made contact with an estimated VC platoon. The patrol killed
75% of the platoon before the cnemy was reinforced by an estimated three NVA
coipanies, The patrol adjusted fire of gunships and fixed wing aircraft on the
enemy, The engagemont resulted in SL HVA killed by ground forces and an estimatad
80 to 100 killed by air, Friendly losses were onc MSF soldier killed and three
wounded, At 1430 hours MSF soldiers made contact with an estimated three NVA
companies from a distance of five to fifty meters. Small arms fire was exchanged
which resulted in the encmy maneuvering east and west in an attempt to out flunk
the friendly forces. Results of thc engagement were 20 NVA killed, LO NVi wounded
(cstimated), three AK-L47 assault rifles, one BPG rocket launcher, one light machine
Zun ancé one oL45 cal pistol captured. Friendly losses were one MSF soldier killed,
four MSF soldiers wounded, one USASF and one CSF soldier missing, On 1 February-
contimous mortar fire was rcceived on camp Lang Vei, The camp placed couater=-
mortar fire on thc enemy's position. Re&ult of the mortar attacks was one CSF
slightly wounded, On 2 February, two platoons of MSF soldiers were ambushad by
on egstimated NVA platoon from a distance of five to ten meters, A brief firefight
commenced which resulted in the encmy withdrawing. Results of this engagement were
two NVA killod, one wounded, one captured, two SKS carbines, eight grenades and
various field equipment captured. Friendly losscs werc three CSF soldic s killed,
£t 1930 hours a MSF patrol made chance contact with a NVA squad set ip ambush from
a distance of ten meters, Small arms fire was exchanged which resulted in four
NVA killed and one MSF soldier wounded, On 28 Jamuary, a search and destroy
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operation from Tien Phuoc, A-102, Queng Tin Province, which consisted of four USASF,
two VNSF and 120 CSF soldiers engaged an unknown size cromy force, Small arms fire
was exchanged resulting in five VC killed, five VC wounded (blood trails) and two
VC captured. There were no frien losses, On 27 January, an ostimated VC squad
probed an outpost at Ha Thanh, A-104, Quang Ngai Provinca, with au.unatic weaocons
fire, At the samp tins, a light probe was made on the camp and adjacont airfield by .
an unknown size enemy force. Results of this attack were two civilians killed and
one oivilian wounded., At 1000 hours, a reconnaiissance operat: . ~8isting of

two USASF, one VNSF and 110 CSF srldiers made chance contact wit.. a ten man VC
carrying party., Small arms fire was exchanged which resulted in ome VC wounded
and seven VC captured, There were no friendly losses, On 1 February. the

District Headquarters at Ba.To, Quang Ngai Province, came under attack by an
ostimated force of 700 VC armed witF matomatic weapons, recoilless rifles, 60mm
mortars and M=79 grenade launchers. Approximately half of the enemy were armed
with spears and knives, The enemy breached the perimeter and used C4 to destroy
an%ﬂ'md several bunkers, Results of this attack were 12 VC
killed, six RF/FF killed, seven RF/PF wounded, fonr Ml rifles lost and the village
chief of Ba Heip killedp At 0600 hours a RF/FF patrol made contact with an
estimated VC company. The VC were armed with spears, knives, and small arms.
lortar fire was adjusted on the enemy Torces which caused them to withdraw north,

L firefight then commenced which resulted in ten VC F1lled and several knives

and spears captured. There were no friendly losses. At 0650 hours a VC company
was seen moving across the air strip from south to north., The VC were pushing
Montagnards armed with spears and knives in front of theme. A reaction furce was
sent out to intercept. When the encmy was engaged, they withdrew southwest.
Resulte of the engagement were six VC captured (one male and five female), 20

_ spears, 35 knives, one helmet and one carbine captired, Friendly losses were

two CSF soldiers with weapons missing. On 27 January, a platoon of VC armed with
16 rifles, carbines and shotguns attacked the willage of Ming Anh, Quang Ngal
Province, Small arms fire was exchanged by CSF soldiers from Minh long, A-108,
which resulted in one VC kdlled, one CSF soldier, one PF soldier and one villager
killeds Two CSF soldiers are still missing.

(b) IICTZ: On 3 November, a search and destroy operation fram
Trung Dung, A-502, which consisted of two USASF, one company of CSF and two cambat
recornmaissance platoons made contact with a campany of VC in defensive positions,
including machine gun positions, in a school house 11 kilcmeters north of Nha Trang.
A fire fight ensusd from a range of 100 meters, The wperation directed airstrikes
and artillery on the VC positions. The Mobile Strike Force, A-503_Khanh Hoa
Frovince, reinfcrced the operation with one campany of MSF and two ccambet recon-
naissance platoons. Throughout tie day, and into the evening, airstrikes, artillery
and small arms fire was placed on the VC positlons. A sweep of the area was
conducted revealing 23 VC killed, Ome heavy machine gun, 13 amall arms and four WC
were captured in the sweep., Friendly losses were four CIDG kilied, cne USASF, and
13 CIDG wounded. On L November, a search and destroy operation fram Camp Cung Son,
£=221, Phu Yen Province which consisted of two companies of Camp Strike Farce
porsonnel initiated contact with two NVA ten kilometers northeast of Cung Scn.
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A brief fire fight ensued which resulted in one NVA killed, and one AK L7 assault
rifle captured. On 5 November; a search and destroy operation firom Camp Luong Son,
A-237, Binh Thuan Province, consisting of two USASF, two VNSF, one CRP and one
company of CSF fired on four VC, 20 ldlometers southwest of Phan Rang, A trief fire
fight ensued, which resulted in two VC killed, one caliber LS pistol and one AK 50
captured. On 6 Novembery a search and destroy operation from Camp Plateau Gi, A~2h3,
Kontum Province, consisting of four USASF, two VISF, and 150 CSF soldiers conducted
a bomb damage assessment of an air strike conducted in support of a previous contact
16 kiiometers south of Plsbeau Gi. Results were thres VC killed and six huts
destroyeds On 8 Novemben a bridge security operstion fram Camp Kak Seang, A-2L5,
Kontum Province, consisting of two USASF, ons WNSF, and 30 CSF soldiers made
contact with an estirated seven VC ten kilometers north of Camp Dak Seang. A 20
minute fire fight ensued, which resulted in cne VC killed and tw> AK L7 assault
rifle captured, Cn 13 November, a search and dsstroy operation from Plei Mrong,
£-113, Pleiku Province, consisting of one VNSF and two companizs of CSF personnel
initlated contact with an eatimated platoon of NVA, 20 kilometers northwest of
Pleiku, A brief fire fight ensued which resulted in three NVA kdlled and one
Chicom autamatic rifle captured. On 1L November, a recon patrcl from Cung Son,
4-221, Phu Yen Province, which consisted of one squad of CSF soldisrs made contact
with one squad of VC, 17 kilometers southwest of Cung Son. A fire fight ensued
which resulted in four VC killed, five Mauser and three Springfield rifles captured.
0a 15 and 16 November, Dak To, A=2LlL, Kontum Province, received an estimated 50
rounds of 82mm mortar fire, The camp immediately initiated countermortar fire with
unknown results. There were three USAF aircraft destroyed and two USASF slightly
wounded, n 15 November, Mobile Strike Force Company 22 (-), which consisted of
two USASF, ome Australian and 39 MSF soldiers on a training mission initiated
contact with two VC, A brief fire fight ensued which resulted in two VC Idlled
and two US carbines captured. On 19 November, Mobile Strike Force Company 26, on

a search and destroy operction 2L kilometers southwest of Dak To,initiated contact
from 20 meters with three NVA. A brief fire fight ensued, which resulted in three
VA kdlled, two AK L7 assault rifles and one SKS rifle captured. On 20 November,

a search and destroy operation fram Tr Phue, A~233, Darlac Province which
consisted of four USLSF, four VNSF and 160 CSF scldiers made contact with an
estimated company of NVA 3% kilometers northwest of Trang Phuc. A fire fight
ensued for one hour resulting in two NVA killed; one NVA, two K50 sub-machine

runs, two SKS carbines and one RFD captured. On 21 November, & search and destroy
operaticn from Trang Phuc, A-233, Darlac Province, which consisted of four USASF,
four VNSF and 160 CSF soldiers initiated centact from 50 meters against an
estimated platoon of NVA 35 kilometers northwest of Trang Phuc. A 15 minute fire
fight ensued which resulted in four NVA killed; two SKS carbines and one RPD
captured, On 21 November, & recomnaissance patrol from Cung Scm, A-221, Phu Yen
Province which consisted of one squad of CSF soldlers initiated contact from 50
meters on three VC 25 kilometers northwest of Cung Son. A hrief fire fight ensued
resulting in thiee VC killed, one Mauser rifle captured and one CSF soldier wounded.
On 25 November, a recormmaissance patrol from Cung Son, A-221, Phy Yon Province,
which consisted of one CRP squad initiated contact from 25 meters with three VC,
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ten kilometers northeast of Cung Son. A brief fire fight ensued resulting in three
VC killed and one weapon captured. On 27 November, a search and destroy operatlon
from Ha Tay, A=227, Binh Dinh Province which c.nsisted of two USiSF, two VNSF, one
CRP and one CSF company initiated contact from a distance of 25 meters on an
wiknown size VC unit, five ldlometers west of Ha Tay. A fire fight ensued resulting
in four VC killed ana one captured, Friendly losses worc two CSF soldiers killed
and two wounded, On 30 November, a search and destroy operstion frem Trang Fhue,
1-233, Darlac Province, ambushed an estimated platoon of NVA from a distance of 50
noters, 35 kilometers northwest of Ban Don. A fire fight ensued resulting in two
WA Klled and one CSF soldier wounded, On 1 December,a ssarch and destroy operation
from Phu Tuc, A-22L, P Bon Province, initiated contact with an estimeoted 30 NVA
guarding a rice field, 18 kilcmeters southwest of Fhu Tuc. 4 bricf fire fight
cnsued resulting in two NVA killed and five small arms captured. On L December, a
scarch and destroy operation fram Vinh Thanh, A-228, Binh Dinh Province, which
consisted of two USASF, one VNSF, and one CSF company initiated contact fram 50
neters with three VC, 26 kilometers northeast of in Khe. A fire fight ensued
resulting in two VC killed, On 5 Deccmber, a reaction force from Vinh Thanh, ;-228,
Jinh Dinh Province, which consisted of one CRP, was fired on by an estimated platoon
of VG, 20 kilometers northeast of An Khe, A fire fight ensued, and artillery was
c~1led., The results of this contact were one CSF scldier killed, two woundsd; six
"0 killed and five weapons captured, On 6 December, a saturation patrol from Vinh
Thuan, A-228, Binh Dinh Province, which consisted of one WNSF 2nd one CSF platoon
rnade contact with one VC squald 15 kilometers east of fu Khe, & brief fire fight
ensued resulting in two VC killed and one weapon captured, On 8 December, a search
and destroy operation from Vinh Thanh, A-228, Binh Dinh Province, which consisted of
one CSF platoon fired at one VC squad 23 kilometers nartheast of An Khe. i fire
fight ensued and artillery from Camp Vinh Thanh fired in support, the results of
this contact were two VC killed and two weapons captured, On 12 December, a
saturation patrol from Vinh Thanh, A=228, Binh Dinh Province, which consisted of
two VNSF and one CSF company initiated contact from 50 meters with an estimated VC
platoon 16 Xilometers east of An Khe. A ten minute fire fight ensued resulting in
cne VC killed. On 13 December, a search and destroy operation from in Lac, A=23L,
Darlac Province which consisted of two US/SF and one CSF company initiated contact
with an estimated VC company 20 Kllometers southeast of Lac Thisn. A firc fight
cnsued, resulting in one VG killed and one weapon captured, On Ui December, a
rcconnaissance patrol from Phu Tuc, A=-22L, Phu Bon Province which consisted of one
CSF platuon initiated contact with one VC 20 kilometers southeast of Cheo Reo, This
contact resulted in one VC killed and one rucksack captured. On 13 December, a
search and destroy operation from Cung Son, A-221, Phu Yen Province, which consisted
of 12 CSF soldiers initiated contact with an estimated NVA platoon 18 kilometars
northwest of Cung San., A fire fight ensued which resulted in three NVA killed and
four CSF socldiers wounded. On 20 December, a search and destroy operation from
Polei Kleng, A=2hl, Kontum Province, which consisted of three USASF, one VNSF, and
cnc CSF company initiated contact with an unknown size NVA unit 25 kilometers south-
west of Kontum, A fire fight ensued and alr strikes were called. The results of

CONFIDENTIAL

16




CUETERT .

I 1)

w \mmwmwnp"mmnl'mml"lmlll'v|.u!."

"

e ) Ay

L

LT

)

Sp—pet LR

»
-

NTIAL
LYGB=C CONF'DE

15 February 1568
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessans Learnsd for Quarter Ending 31 January 1968 (U)

this contact were four NVAi killed and three weapuns captured. On 20 Docember, a
scarch and destroy operation from Bu Prang; A-236, Quaig DMuc Province, which
conslsted of three USASF, one VNSF, and one CSF company ambushed the lead element
c¢f an unknown sige NVA unit U5 kilometers northwest of Nhen Co. A fire fight ensued
rcsulting in four NVA killed. On 21 December, a search and destroy operation from
Lucng Son, A=237, Binh Thuan Province which oconsisted of one CSF platoon initlated
contact with an estimated platoecn of ¥C 3L kilomoters west of Hoa Da. Smell arms
f4irc was exchanged which resulted in two VC kilied and two mmall arms captured.

Cn 2 December, a search and destroy operation from Plei Mrong, A-113, Pleiku
revinee, which conslsted of two VNSF and one CSF company initiated contact with

an cstimated VC platcon U} kilometers northwest of Pleiku, Small arms fire was
cxchanged which resulted in three VC captured. OJn 22 Decembor, a search and
Destroy operaticn from Ha Tay, i~227, Binh Dinh Province which consisted of ore

CSF platoen initiated contaot with an estimated VC squad 15 kilometars scuth of
Bong Son. Small amms fire was exchanged resulting in one VC killed and 15
captured. On 24 December, a reconnalssance operation from Dong Tre, ii~222, Phu Yen
Prevince, which consisted of one CRP was fired on by an uaknown size VC unit 35 kilo~
noters northwest of Tuy Hoa, Small arms fire was exchanged which resulted in nine
VG killed and two smoll arms oaptured. On 28 December, a search and destroy
cperation from Mang Buk, i~2L6, Kontum Province, ambushed an cstimated 50 VC, LO
kilometers northeast of Dak To, A brief fire fight ensued resulting in four VC
killed and two small arms captured. On 29 December, Vinh Thanh, A=-120, Binh Dinh
Provinac, rcoeived a report that an estimated VG company was located 15 kilometers
nortt¢ st of in kKhe, fArtillery was fired and an assessment operation was
conducted, revealing seven VC killed. On 30 December, a local security operation
from Vinh Thanh, A=~120, Sinh Dinh Province, received small arms fire from an
uninown size NVA unit 22 kilometers northwest of .\n Kne. Smali arms fire was
exchanged and artillery from samp was called, the results of this contact were L8
NVi. kllled and assorted small arms captured. During the period 30 December 1967
and 06 January 1968, CIDG and RF/FF units advised by USiSF conducted 1,107 operations
and engaged in 21 contacts, Enemy losses were 68 killed; three wounded; 19 VC and
four VC suspects captured; 23 small arms and four crew served woapons captured.
Fricndly losses were one USASF and three CIDG killed; ten CIDG wounded. & total of
three mortar, ons mine and one booby trap incidents were reported during the week.
On 1 January, a sgarch and destroy operation from Plei Mrong, 4-113, Phu Yen Province,
consisting of one VNSF and one CSF company ambushed an estimated battalion of NVL 16
kilometers northwest of Pleiku, Small arms firc was exchanged and spocky was on
station. The results of this contact were L7 NVi killed and two captured, Enemy
eQuipmsnt losses were two 82mm mortars, one 60mm mortar, two B-40 rocket launchers,
five K~50 sub-machine guns, two ohicom automatic rifles, one Russian rifls anc one
Colt plstol oaptured., TIrisndly losses were thre: CSF solliers killed and four
wounded, On L Jammary, & search and destroy operation fram Fhu Tuc, A-22li, Fhu Bon
Province, consisting of two USASF, one CRF and one CSF company ambushed an unknown
size NVA unit 18 kilometers southwest of Cung Son. Small arms fire was exchangecd
which resulted in seven NVA killed and one weapon captured., On k4 January, a search
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and destroy operation from Nhon Co, A=235, Quang Duc Province, consisting of two
US..SF, one VNSF = ! one GSF company, initiated contact with three VC 19 kilometers
ncrth of Nhon Co. 4 brief fire fight ensued which resulted in three VC kdllec and
thee small arms captured, Durirz the period 06 January 1968 and 13 January 1968,
CI'G anc RF/FF vnits advised by USiSF conducted 1,153 operations and engaged in 30
contacts. Bnemy losses were L2 killed, five captured, three suspects datained and
11 sma®) arms seized, Friendly losses were 11 CSF soldlers killed; two USASF, one
TUSY, :.d 35 CSF wounded., Two mortar attacks werc reported during the weeks (n
6 Jawary, a search and destroy operation from Cung Son, /=221, Phu Yen Province,
consisting of one CRP squad ambushed the lead element of an estimated two VC
companies L5 kllometers northwest of Ninh Hoa, Small arms fire was exchanged
resulting in 20 NVA kdlled and three captured, Friendly losses were one CSF soldior
xilledy, On 9 January, a search and destroy operation fram Tieu ftar, A=231, Darlac
Provincs, oconsisting of five USISF, two VNSF and one MSF company initlated contact
with an estimated scuad of NVA L5 kllometers north of Ban Don. A brief firefight
ensued resulting in six NVA killed and two small arms captured, On § January, a
scarch and destroy operation from Tieu Aitar, A-231, Darlac Province, consisting of
five USASF, two WNSF and one MSF company macde contact with an unknown size NVA unit
45 kilometers nmorth of Ban Dony Small arms fire was exchanged resulting in five
NV ikd1led and two weapons captured. During the parlod 13 January 1968 and 20
January 1968, CIDG and RF/PF units advised by USASF eondustec 1,11k operations and
engaged in 31 contacts. Enemy losses were 36 killed, cne captured, one wounded, 13
small arms and two crew served weapons captured, Friendly losses were two CSF
soldlers killed, two USASF and 23 CSF soldlers wounded. A total of 1L mortar attacks
and three mifidng incldents oocwrred Curing the wdeky On 15 Jamuary, a search and
destroy operation from Tieu Atur, A-231, Darlac Province, consisting of five USASF,
two TNSF and one MSF campany initiated contact with an unknown size NVi unit, U5
kilommeters north of Ban Don., Small arme fire was exchanged resulting in threc NVi
killed and one weapon captured, friendly losses were one USASF wounded. On 16
January, a search and destroy operatlon from He Tay, i-227, Binh Dinh Province,
consisting of two USLSF, ons VNSF and one CSF company initisted contact with three
VC occupying an obsaervation post, nine kilometers northeast of Qui Nhon. A brief
firefight ensued resulting in threo VC killed and one 2utomatic rifle captured, On
17 Jamuary, s eearch and destroy operation from Tan Rai, A=232, Lam Dong Province,
consisting of two USASF, one CRP and one CSF company initiated contact with two VT,
12 kilometers west cf Di Linh, Small arms fire was exchanged resulting in two VC -
killec and two carbines captured, On 17 January, a search and destroy operation from
Trang Pimo, A~233, Darlac Province, consisting of two USLiSF, one VNSF and ane CSF
company initiated contact with an estimated company of NVA, 30 kilometers northwest
of Ban Don. A fire fight ensued and the NVA employed B-LO rocket launchers and
mortars causing the CSF to break ccntact and withdraw. The results of this contact
were five NVA killed and eight CSF soldiers wounded, On 20 January, Camp Ben Het,
Kontum Province, came under mortar and ground attack. Artiilery and air strikes were
called on suspected enemy locations. The following morming a search of the area
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revealed 11 NVA killed, one wounded NVA captured and three enemy weapons recovered,
During the pericd 20 January and 27 January 1968, CIDG and RF/FF units advised by
USASF conducted 1,082 operations and engaged in 27 contacts during the week, Enemy
1. sses were 29 killed, four captwred, one suspect detained and ten weapons captured.
Friendly losses were four CSF soldiers killed, one VNSF and 2. soldiers wounded, Two
sn2]ll arme were lost, a total of ten mortar attacks and two booby tiap incidents were
reported. On 22 January, a search and destroy operation from Duc Lap, A-239, Quang
Duc Province, which consisted of four USASF, two VNSF and one CSF company initiated
contact with an estimated VC platoon 20 kilometers southeast of Duc Lap. A brief firc
fight ensued which resulted in two VC captured., On 25 January, a search and destroy
operation fram Buon Blech, A-238, Phu Bon Province, which consisted of two USASF, onc
VUSF and one CSF company made contact with four VC LS kilometers northeast of Ban Me
ihuot. Small arms fire was exchanged and resulted in ones VC killed and one captured.
01 26 January, a reconnaissance patrol fram Ha Tay, A~227, Binh Dinh Provincc, which
consisted of one CRP initiated contact with an unknown size VC unit 13 kilometers
southwest of Bong Son, A fire fight ensued and resulted in two VC killed and one
=16 rifle captured. On 26 January,a search and destroy operation fram Yhon Co,
A=235, Quang Duc Province, consisting of two USASF, one VNSF and one CSF company
initiated contact with two VC 20 kilametors south of Bu Prang. Small arms fire was
exchanged which resulted in two weapons captured. Camp Ben Het, Kontum Province

came under mixed mortar and recoiless rifle attack ten times during tho week; a total
of 145 rounds were received, On each occasion Ben Het employed countermortar fire.
The results were three NVA !dlled, three MSF soldiers killed, six MSF and four CSF
soldiers wounded. During the period 27 January and 03 February 1968, CIIG and RF/FF
units advised by USASF conducted 846 operations and engaged in 35 contacts during

the week. Enemy losses were )35 killed, two wounded,ten captured and 22 weapond
captured., Friendly losses weie throe USASF, one VNSF and 19 CSF killed. Wounded
2uring the week were 32 USASF, three VNSF and 60 CSF soldiers. A total of 22 mortar
and rocket attacks were conducted against USASF installations during the reporting
period. On 30 Jamuary, a sweep operation fram Pleiku, Company B, Pleiku Province,
which consisted of MSF elements cncountered heavy resistance while attempting to
clear the enemy positicned in the downtown arca of Pleiku City. A heavy volums of
Iire was exchanged; and the MSF withdrew to call in gun ships. Enemy activity was
quiet during the night, and MSF elements maintained a cordon around the city. The
next morning an assessmant of the contact area revealed that 49 enemy had been
killed. On 30 January, a reaction force consisting of one CSF company from Cung Son,
A=221, P Yen Province, and one CSF ocompany from Phu Tuc, A=22L, Phu Bon Province,
conducted an assault on a fortified position in tho Qul Nhon railway yard. Heavy
small arms fire was received, The CSF withdrow to a covered position and took the
enemy nder fire with recoilless rifles., The CSF again assaulted the position and
one weapon captured, Friendly losses were; three USASF and three CSF wounded, On

30 January, mortar, rocket and small arms attacks caumenced in the city of Ban Me
Thuot. Detachment B=-23 reported only light small arms fire received in their
compound, During the period 30 Jaruary thru 2 February, Kontum, Detachment 3~2L,
Kontum Provinco, reported numerous mortar and rocket attacks aoccompanied by

comp. size ground probes. In several instances the anemy ponotrated the perimeter
of B~24's compound, but werc quickly repeiled by supporting gun ships.
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| (¢) IIX CTZ: During the period & October thru 2 November, ‘
/ ! Loc Ninh, A-331, Binh long Province came undor heavy ground and mortar attacke On :
\ 29 October at 0125 hours, heavy mortar, small arms and ,50 callber machine gun
suppressing fire was placed on the camp 4in support of an estimated two battalion
attack on the RF/FF diatrict compound. At OSLE hours, Camp Loc Ninh launched a - 1
Camp Strike Force campany operation to relisvo the district compound. At 1000
hours, a reinforced infantry battalion of the 1st US Infantry Division was committzd
to assist in the clearing of the district campound, and the final contact was
i broken at 1150 hours. On 31 October at OOL5 hours, Det A-331, the district head=- j
quarters, and elements of the 1lst US Infantry Division at Loc Ninh came under heavy
mortar and rocket attack, At 0100 hours, small arms fire increased in a coordinated
attack on all three friendly locations. At Ol4S hours, the joint employment of fire
: from all three locations suppressed the attack. Sporadic small arms fire was {
received until’'0515 hcurs when another coordimated attack comenced on all three
friendly unit locations. The friendly elsments jointly returned fire and at 0730
hours, the VC broke contact and withdrew, On 2 November at OO45 hours, all three {
unit locations again began receiving heavy mortar and small ams fire, Between
0130 and 0500 hours, the enemy force, estimated at three battalions, prcbably of
the 273d Reglument, made repeated attempts tc mass their troops and assault friendly
positions, The effective use of light fire teams, flare ships, tactical air and
friendly ground units broke the attack, At 0500 howrs the enemy broke contact and
withdrewi During the three attacks, Camp Loc Ninh received 24 rounds of 122mm
rocket fire, 22 rounde of 120m mortar, 370 rounds of 82mm mortar, 50 B-LO rockets
and S0 PRG-T7 rockets. As a result of all three attacls, elght CIIO were killed; four
USAST and 68 CIDG werc wounded; 18L VC were Ikdlled, In aidition, 95 VC were killed
which were not accredited to USASF, VNSF or CIDG. Fowr small arms, five crew served
weapons, ten RPG-7 rockets, 20 B-L0 rockets, 50 hand grenades and assorted munitions
were captured, On S November, Camp Chien Thang I, A=-302, and Camp Chien Thang I1I,
B..36, Phuoc Tuy Province, received a total of nine 60mm mortar rounds. There were no
damages or casualties at either camp. On 9 November, Hon Quan, B-33, Tong Le Chon,
A-33L, Binh Long Province; and Bunard, A-3LL, Phuoc Long Province came under mortar
and rocket atbacks. Hon Quan received a total of 200 rounds of 82mm mortar and rocket
fire, 20 of which lamded in the sector headquarters. Tong Le Chon recelved a total
of 33 rounds of 82mm mortar during two attacks in which two Camp Strike Force persornel
were wounded, Bunard received 10 rounds of 60mm and 8lmm mortar which landed south
of the camp perimeter., All three camps fired defensive concentrations amd counter
mortar fire, Air support which consisted of 1light fire teams, AC-L7 gunships and TAC {
Adir caused the enemy to break contact and withdraw, On 1 November, Loc Ninh, A-331,
Binh long Province, received several 82mm mortar rounds from an unknown enemy force,
The camp responded with 105mm artillery defemsive concentrations and 81m counteyr-
mortar fires, which caused the enemy to break and withdraw. On 15 November, Loc Nink
again received 82mm mortar rounds amd one B-UO rocket. The camp responded with 1
defensive concentrations and countermortar fire, causing the enemy to btreak contact |
and withdrsw, The camp suffered no casualties during both attacks. On 18 November,
Tong le Chon, A=33L, Binh Long Province, received approximately SO 82mm mortar round:
from an unknown size VC force, All enemy rounds landed in the outer defensive wire.
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The camp responded with 105mm and 17Smm defensive concentrations amd called light firc
teams in support, causing the enemy to break and withdraw. There were no friendly
casualties resulting from the attack, On 18 Novenber, a forward element of a search
and destroy operation from Bu Dop, A-3L]1, Phuoc Long Province, consisting of two USASF,
one VNSF and 100 camp strike force personnel, sighted an NVA company, wearing khaki
uniforms, in bunkers, in the vicinity of Bu Dop. The friendly elemant deployed, and
assaulted the enemy positions, opening fire from a distance of SO meters., The enemy
returned fire and due to their superior firepower, caused the friendly unit to break
contact and withdraw, After regrouping, the friendly unit called airstrikes on the
eneny position. At the completion of the airstrikes, the enemy flanked the friendly
unit and opened fire. The friendly unit returned fire but again had to break contact
and withdraw. Results of this contact were one camp strike force soldier killed, two
wounded, ard two weapons lost, Enamy losses were four killed and one wounded. On

25 Novamber a search and destroy operation in Hau Nghia Province which consisted of
three USASF and 157 Mobile Strike Force personnel made contact with an estimated 25
VC armed with automatic and semi automatic weapons 10 kilometers west of Duc Hoa,

The VC were hiding in houses aml directed sniper fire on the Mobile Strike Force at

a distance of 300 meters. The Mobile Strile Force assaulted the VC positions, A
trief fire fight ensued, which resulted in nine VC killed, 13 captured, three asampans
and two houses destroyed, On 26 November, a search and destroy operation fram Tra Cu,
A-352, Hau Nghia Province, was engaged by a platoon of VC eight kilometers west of
Duc Hoa., A two hour fire fight ensued resulting in three CIDG killed, ons wounded,

15 VC killed and two weapons captured., On 26 November, a company search and destroy
operation from Bu Dop, A-341, Phuoc Long Province, was engaged by an estimated company
of VC, 20 kilometers nortimeat of Song Bes A 90 minute fire fight ensued which
resulted in ons USASF, four CIDG wounded; two VC killed. During the period 27 to 29
November, a company search and destroy operation from Bu Dop, A-3Ll, reinforced by one
company from Dong Xoai, A=3L2, and one company from Duc Phong, A~343, Phuoc Long
Province, operating 10 kilometers noarthwest of Song Be, were engaged bty numerically
superior NVA forces. The friendly units were out meneuvered causing them to split.
liesulte were ons USASF, nine CIDG killedj three USASF, one VNSF, and 20 CIDG wounded;
one USASF, one VNSF and 32 CIDG missing; and 32 weapons lost., On 30 November,
friendly elements were sent out to attempt to relocate the missing persomel. On

27 November, & company search and destroy operation {rom Bunard, A-3LkL, Phuoc long
Frovince, was ambushed by a company of VC, 23 kilometers southeast of Song Be. A

20 minute fire fight ensued resulting in one USASF, one CIDG killed; one VNSF and

one CIDG wounded; 15 VC ikdlled, On 28 November, a company search and destroy
operation from Tra Cu, A-352, Hau Nghia Province, was engoged by aon estimted

platoon of VC, 15 kilometers west of Duc Hoa, A brief fire fight ensued which
resulted in fecur VC killed, one VC and two weapons captured. On 29 November, a
Mobile Strike Force company search and destroy operation supporting Duc Hoa, B35,
Hau Nghia Province, was engaged by one squad of VC, 30 miles northwest of Duc Hoa,

A L4S minute fire fight ensued, resulting in one CIDG wounded; five VC killed, On

29 Novenmber, Bu Dop, A-341, Phuoc Long Province, received an estimated 15-122mm
rocket rourxds in conjunction with the attack on Bo Duc District Headquarters,

Rocket fire was inaccurate and caused no damage or casualties to the camp.
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From 2 to 8 December, Gamp Bu Dop, A-341, Phuoc Long Province, received approximately
130 cortar rounds and 12 rocket rounds, resulting in 11 USASF and nine camp strike
force soldlers wounded; USASF living quarters, communications and ammunition storage
facilities destroyed and two 155mm howitzers damaged, From 3 to 7 December, Camps
Trai Bi, A~323, Tay Ninh Province; Hon Quan, B-33, Binh Long Province; Tong le Chon,
£=33L, Tay Ninh Province; Song Be, B-3L, Phuoc Long Province and Bunard, A=3hl,

Phuoc Long Province received light mortar, rocket or small arms fire, resulting in
negative damage or casualties. On 5 December, Camp Pill: Kick, A-322, Tay Ninh
Province, received 12 mortar rounds, one rifle gremade and small ayms fire which
rasulted in one VNSF and thrce camp strike force soldiers wovnded, On 6 Decamber,
Camp Duc Hue, A-351i, Hau Nghia Trovince, received 20 mortar rounds resulting in

one camp strike force soldier killed; one USASF and one camp strike force soldier
wounded, On 6 December, Camp Tong Le Chon, A=3Lli, Tay Ninh Province, came under
pround attack by an unknown site VC force. The enemy triggercda trip flares while
attempting to cut through the defensive wire, The camp strike force immediately
opened fire with small arms, mortar amd artillery, and called light fire teams in
support, csusing the enemy force to break oontact and withdraw, Results of this
attack were negative friemdly and unknown enemy casualties. On 8 December, mobile
ctrike force elements from Lonh Hai, 4-302, Phuoc Tuy Province, operating 35
kilometers northwest of Tay Ninh, Tay Ninh Province, were ambushed by an estimated
platoon of VC from a distance of 25 meters. The friendly elements returned fire and
called FAC and light fire teams in support, causing the enemy force to break contact
and withdraw., Resuits of this action were one mobile strike force soldier ldlled
and 13 mobile strike force soldiers wounded, Enemy casualties are unknown. During
the week of 9 thru 16 December, elements of Det A-323, with one attached US engineer
company and three attached Mobile Strike Force campanies establishing a new camp at
Thien Ngon, 33 ikdlometers nortiwest of Tay Ninh Province, were continuously engaged
by squad, platoon and company size VC units, culminating in a 200 round mortar
attack, followed by a battalion size ground attack. The new camp site received an
e¢stimated 330 rounds of mortar and 30 rockets during the week. Results were ons CSF
soldier killed; one USASF, nine US engineers and L5 CSF soldiers wounded, Enemy
losses were two killed, On 15 December, Camp Duc Hue, Detachment A-~3514, Hau Nghia
Province, 30 kilometers northwest of Duc Hoa, raceived an estimated 30 to 50 rounds
of mixed mortar and recoilless rille, resulting in one CSF soldier wounded, Also on
1€ December, u company size search and rfestroy operation fror: Zamp Duc Hue, operating
west of the camp and approximately three kilcmeters from the Cannodian border, made
contact with an estimated two battalions of V€. Air Force ai'craft and Army gunships
were immediately on station to support them. Three CSF companies from adjacent. USASF
camps were hslilifted intc the area to reinforce the friendly element in contact.
After link-up, the friendly elements assaulted the enemy who were in defense positicns.
The friendly force continued to assault the enemy until dark, at which time they wer:
crdered to break contact due to their inability to maintain continuity of the attack
during darkness, The friendly forces began to withdraw east towarc camp Duc Hue with
the enemy in pursuit, Army gunships supported the withdrawal. Results of this acti-nr
were one USASF, ore VNSF, and 28 CSF soldiers killed; one VNSF and 22 CSF soldiers
vounded; 49 CSF soldiers missing; 3 radios, 2 crew served and 6L individual weapons
iost. Enemy losses were 1l killed, An estimated 50 VC were killed (US estimate by
air). On 17 December, elemsnts from camps Hiep Hoa, Det A-351 and Tra Cu, Det A-352.
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Hau Nghis Prov ‘nce, while conducting a cempany slze joint search amd destroy operat-
ion, made contact with a VO company, 17 kllometers nortlmest of Duc Hoa, Hau Nghia
Province, The friendly slements surrounded the enamy and with the use of well
coordinated firepower, maneuver and Tactical Air support, killed L2 of the enemy

and captured 4 individual, two crew served weapons, numerous items of supplies,
munitions and web equipment., Friendly losses during this engagement were two camp
strike force soldiers killed and 12 wounded, During the week of 16 - 23 December
Caxmp Thien Ngon, Detachment 4-323, Tay Ninh Provincs, engaged in 19 contacts
consisting of camp probes, mortar and ground attaciks. During the week, the camp
received appreximately 600 rounds of mixed mortar and rocket and an undetermined
number of rifle grenadee, Friendly casualtiss during the week were one Camp Strike
Force scldier killed and 5L wounded. Enemy casualties are unimown. On 18 December,
Camp Trai Bi, Detachment A-323, Tay Ninh Province was officially closed, Assets
from Camp Twai Bi have been moved to Thien Ngon., On 2L Jecember, 12 CSF soldiers
from Camp Duc Hue, A=351 (A), Hau Nghia Province, who were part of L% personnel
missing in action on 15 December, returned to Camp Duc Hue after being released by
the VC, Four personnel required medical trectment and were medevaced, The remainder
of the personnel were taken to Camp Duc Hoa, Detachment B-35, Hau Bghie Province, to
be debrisfed, Or 28 December, a 12 man team fram Camp Long Hai, Detachment B-36,
Phuoe Twy Province, on a training mission, operating from an FOB in Tay Ninh Province,
were inserted into an area approximately 23 kilometers nortlwest of Tay Ninh City,
Tay Ninh Pyovince. Immediately after insertion, the team was engaged by an unkmown
number of VG4 A fire fight ensued after which the enemy broke contact and withdrew,
The team was extracted from the arsa of ¢ontact shortly thersafter, Results were

six USASF personnel slightly wounded; Eleven VC were killed, two individual weapons
and mlscellaneous equipment were captured, On 30 Deccmber, a company size reaction
force from Camp Tra Cu, A=352, Hau Nghia Province, was inserted into an area
approximately 27 kilometers west of Duc Hoa, in response to an enemy sighting reported
brr a FAC aircraft, The friendly force was engaged by a platoon of VC, dug in bunkers
and foxholes. A 75 minute fire fight ensued, culminating in an assault on enemy
positions, causing the enemy to break contact amd withdraw west. Results were four
VC killed, two individual weapons, one claymore mine, seven hand grenades and
miscellaneous webbing, .equipment and munitions captured. During the peried 30
December 1967 and 6 January 1968, CIDG and RF/PF advised by USASF conducted 176
operations and engaged in 15 contacts, Enemy losses were one killed, one wounded,
one captwred and four suspects detained; one weapon and 300 pounds o salt captured.
Friendly losses were one CSF soldier killed; one USASF and seven CSF soldiers
woundedj one weapon lost. On 1 January, an estimated VC aquad attacked a sccurity
outpost from Camp Tay Ninh, Detachment B-32, Tay Ninh Province., A brief fire fight
ensund resulting in ono CSF soldier killed end one VC wounded, as evidenced by

heavy blood trails found in the area. On 1 January, Camp Thien Ngon, Detachment A-323,
Tay Ninh Province, sustained two brief mortar attacks and ome rifle grenade attack
which resulted in one USASF and four CSF soldiers wounded, The camp received & total
of 22 mortar rounds and an undetermined number of rifle grenades, On 2 January, an
sstimated VC squad opened fire on & company size search and destroy operation from
Camp Ben Soi, Detachment A-321, 13 kilometers south of Tay Ninh, Tay Ninh Province.
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i brief fire fight ensued, after which the enemy broke contact. Cne VC wad killed
and four suspects were detailned, On 6 January, a search and destroy operation from
Camp ILoc Ninh, A-331, Binh Long Province, made contact with a reinforced VC compary
16 kilometers northwest of Hon Quan, A fire fight ensued which resulted in two
CSF soldiers wounded, Seventeen VC were killed but were not credited to Camp Loc
tinh, During the period 6 January thru 13 January 1968, CIDG ard RF/FF units,
zdvised by USASF conducted 165 operations and engaged in 26 contacts. Enemy losses
were two USASF, one CSF and seven MSF goldiers killed, two USASF, six CSF and 36
i"SF soldiers wounded; 10 MSF soldiers missing in action. On 9 Jamuary, a joint
operation consisting of a CSF company from Camp Tong le Chon, Detachment A-33L, Tay
Ninh Province, and elcments of the 11th Armored Cavalry” Regiment, were ambushed 32
kilometers northeast of Tay Ninh by an unknown size VC force, with RPGls from a
distance of SO meters, The 11th Armored Calvary Regiment made & mounted assault on
the enemy positions while the A-33L elements provided a base of fire. The enemy
trcke contact and withdrew., Results were one USASF killed and two CSF soldiers
vounded, On 10 January, a company size search and destroy operation from Duc Hue,
D:tachment A-351, Hau Nghia Province, spotted 100 VC suspects, 22 kilometers north=-
west of Duc Hoa. The suspects split up and fled in all directions, The majority
fleeing across the Cambodian border, L7 suspects were detaineds Two identified as
ARVN deserters, On 11 January, Camp Thien Ngon, Detactment i-323, Tay Ninh Province
received 20 82mm mortar rounds, On 12 January, Camp Thien Ngon, received 15, 82m
mortar rounds, DBoth attacks were initiated from 2,000 meters ncrthwest of the camn,
Results were three US engineers and six MSF soldiers wounded. On 11 January, a MSF
search and destroy operation, consisting of six USASF and 250 MSF soldiers,
operating from Camp Tay Kinh Detachment B-32, Tay Ninh Province, were engaged by an
estimated VC company, LO kilometers north of Tay Ninh, The friendly element called
artillery on the enemy, then assaulted their positions, causing the enemy to break
contact and withdraw, Five minutes later, the enemy estimated to be at battalion
strength, engaged the frlendly element from the north, east and west., The friendly
element called artillery on the enemy, sgaln causing them to break contact and
withdraw, The operation began to move toward an LZ approximately two kilometers
weat of the area of contact when they were hit again. The friendly elements aecured
the 12 and at 1830 hours the contact was broken by the enemy, and friendly forces
were extracted. Results were one USASF and gseven MSF scldiers kdilled; two USASF and
30 MSF aoldiers wounded; 10 MSF soldiers were reported missing in action. Enemy
cisuaitles are unkmown., On 12 Jenuary, a company scarch and destroy operatien from
Camp Tra Cu, Detachment i-352, Hau Nghia Province, was engaged by an estimated VC
squad, with automatic weapons from a distance of 200 meters, 25 kilometers west of
Duc Hoe, Hau Nghie Province, Friendly forces counterattacked, causing the enemy to
break contact and withdraw, Results were two VC killed and two AK47 rifles
captured, During the period 13 January 1968 and 20 January 1968, CIDG and RF/FF
unita, advised by USASF conducted 162 operations and engaged in 23 contacts. Enemy
losses were 12 killed and ore suapect detained, Enemy equipment louses were seven
small arms, two CBU, one radlo, one kilogram of documents, assorted munitlons and
webbing captured; one sampan destroyed. Friendly losses were seven CSF soldiers
weunded, No weapons were lost by friendly forces during the week., On 15 January,
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a company size search and destroy operation from C-mp Tra Cu, Detachment i=-352,

Hau Mghla Province, assaulted an estimated VC platoon approximately 13 kilometers
wcat of Duc Hoa, The enemy did not return fire and immediately broke¢ contact and
withdrew northwest., Results were one VC killed one small arm and two CEU's captured.
On 16 Janvary, a campany size search and destroy operation fram Camp Tra Cu,

tzchment A~352, ambushed an estimated VC squad., The VC were moving across the Song

Vi1 Co Dong River in sampans, approximately 10 kilometers west of Duc Hoa. The
ewmy broke contact and withdrew in an unlnown direction, HResults were four VC
i1lled and one sampan destroyed, It was estimated that two small arms aml spproxmate..
'y 20 grenades were lost in the river by the enemy, On 19 January,a company size
scarch and destroy operation from Camp Ben Soi, Detachment A=321, Tay Ninh Province,
22 kllometers west of Tay Ninh, opened fire on an estimated VC platoon supplying a
vase camp which had facilities for a platoon size medical unit, The enemy returncd
fire then broke contact and withdrew northwest., Results were two CSF soldiers
wourded, five VC killed, th-ee small arms, one radioc, one kilogram of documents,
asgorted webbing equipment and ammunition captured, During the period 20 January
1968 thru 27 January 1968, CIDG and RF/IF units advised by USASF conducted 142
cocrations and engaged in 30 contacts. During this period enemy losses were one VC
killed, two wounded amd six suspects detained. Two sampans, 3,200 pounds of rice,
one bridge and one mine destroyed., Twenty bags of tear gas, 506 pounds of rice. one
sampan motor, two aiming stakes, M-16 ammnition amd one kilogram of documents
captured. Friendly lcsses were one CSF soldier killed; two USiSF, seven MSF soldisrs,
14 CSF soldiers and three RF/FF soldiers wounded. No weapons were lost, On 22 January,
A search and destroy operation from Camp Dunard, A-3Li, Phioc long Provinece, which
consisted of two USASF, one VNSF and one CSF company was ambushed by an estimated VC
platoon 28 kilometers south st of Song Be, Friendly forces deployed and assaulted
the enemy positdons. A ten minute fire fight ensued, then the enemy broke contact
and withdrew east with friendly forces in pursult, Contact with the enemy was not
regained. Results were one USASF and three CSF scldiers wounded. On 23 January,a
search and destroy operation from Camp Ben Soi, A-321, Tay Ninh Province, which
consisted of two USASF, two VISF and two CSF companies were engagzd by two VC squads
23 kilometers southeast of Tay Ninh, 4 brief fire fight ensued. The enemy broke
contact and withdrew west. Results were one CSF soldier killed amd two CSF soldiers
vounded, On 23 January, a RF/UF outpost 22 kilometers southeast of Song Be, Phucc
Long Province, was attacked by an estimated TC squad, Camp Dunard, A-3L4h, supported
the outpost with martar and artillery fire -1 sc:i out a reaction force which
reached the area of contact after the enemy had withdrawn, [Hesults were three RF/FF
scldiers wounded, On 26 January,a search and destroy operation from Camp Thien Ngon,
i~323, Tay Ninh Province, which consisted of three USASF, pne VNSF and 11l MSF
soldiers were ambushed by an estimated VC squad 38 kilometers northwest of Tay Ninh,
A 15 minute fire fight ensued, then the enemy broke contact and withdrew west,

Results were one VC killed and three MSF soldiera wounded. On 27 January,a search
and destror operation from Camp Trang Sup, A-301, Tay Ninh Province, which consisted
of slx VNSF, two CSF compmanies, one MSF company and one platoon of APC's engaged an
estimated VC company eight kilometers northeast of Tay Ninh, A two howr fire fight
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ensued, then the enemy broke contact and withdrew into a large cave. Results were
four CSF and four MSF soldiers wounded, During the period 27 January 1968 thru 3
February 1968, CIDG and RF/PF units advised by USASF comducted 7L operations and
engaged in 39 contacts. Enemy losses were six VC killed, two wounded and two
suspects detained. Enemy weapons and equipment captured were five small arms, three
ercw served weapons, slx rockets amd one Chicom gremade. Frilendly losses were two
RF/UF soldiers killed; two USASF, one VNSF, 16 CSF and three RF/IF soldiers wou:.ed.
Friondly losses were nine small arms, one PRC-25 radio, three HT-1 radios and nine
syrcttea of morphine, On 31 January, elaments of the 27hth MF VC Battalion launched a
122nm rocket and 60mm mortar attack on Co A, Detachment C3, Bilen Hoa, Bien Hoa
crovince, A total of three roclets and 12 mcrtar rounds impacted in and arcund the
compound which resulted in one USASF wounced and caused minor dam-ge to the company
hcadquarters building, On 31 Jenuary, ARVN amd CSF elements from amp Duc Hoa,
Detactment B35, Hau Nghia Province, trapped an estimated VC platc m in the Duc Hoa
market place. All exits from the market place were sealed off by friendly forces

and contact was maintained throughout the day, Results were six VC killed and two
captured, Five small arms, three crew served weapons and six rockets were captured.
On 1 February, Camp Thien Ngon, Detachment A-323, Tay Ninh Province, received an
estimated 105’ rounds of B82mm mortar fire from an estimated VC company located
apnroximately 1500 meters north of the camp, Results were five US engineers (attached)
and two CSF soldiers wounded. On 2 February, Camp Dunard, Detachment A=3Lk, Phuoc Long
Province, received ten rounds of 82mm mortar fire from an uninown size enemy force,
One round impacted on a CSF building which resulted in 1§ CSF dependents wounded, On
3 February, a search and destroy operation from Camp Tra Cu, Detachment A-352, Hau
Nghla Provinge, which consisted of two USASF, two VNSF and 120 CSF soldiers were
engaged by an unknown sige VC force 15 kilcmeters west of Duc Hoa, The enemy opened
fire from a distance of 100 meters with autamatic weapons., The friendly force
returned fire until their position was overrun. Friendly fcrces broks contact amd
withdrew from the area, Reaults were one USASF, one VNSF and eight CSF soldiers
wounded, An estimated 15 VC were killed.
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{(d) IV CTZ: During the poriod 1 November 1967 thru 3C December
1968, at 0800 hours, an estimatedcompany size VC unit attacked Ba Chuc FOB, Chau
Doc Province, The enemy unit was armed with S7RR and 60mm mortars, Approximately
60 rounds of 60mm mortar and S7mm RR fire landed in the FOB, Gunships and airstrikes
ware called in support. Ba 2Zoai, A-421, supported with 4,2 inch mortar fire, The
attack lastod one hour., Results of the attack were ons USASF killed and one wounded,
ons CF killed and ons wounded, Ememy casualties were unknown. On the 8th of
Novemcer at 0130 hourg an estimated reinforced company of VC armed with small arms,
60mm morters, 82mm mortars, B-LO rockots, and S7um Recoilless Rifles attacked the
Cao Lanh City Prison from a distance of 75 meters, Detachmont B=L3 supported with
4.2 and 8lm illumination, A reaction force from B-43, 2/16 ARVN Battalion, ad
four armored cars were dispatched to counter the ground attack. A portion of tho
reaction force overran a VC sgpper squad, secured the road and took up positions
in the prison perimoter, The firefight lasted until QSO0 hours at which time the
VC brole contact and withdrew in an unknown direction, Results of the attack weret
ono RF, one ARVN, and two civilians kiiled; 29 RF, one FF, 26 ARVN, and L2 civilians
woundod, Enemy losses were 22 VC killod (13 of which were USASF confirmed). The
friondly ‘elemont captured the following items: four AK L7 @&ssault riflss, one
chicom rifla, one Russian carbine, one US M=l carbine, one homemade B«LO rocket
leuncher, howeviade grenades, two ocnoussion grefiades; an undeterminsd amount of
propaganda leaflsts, and assorted web gear, On 1l November at 0800 hoursp an
opcration consisting of ona comparny of CSF, two VKSF, and two USASF departed My
Da, A=433, Kien Phong Province on a search and destroy operation. On the 12th at
0700 hoursythe friendly element iidtiated contact with an estimated squad of VG
aosproximately three kilomsters east of the camp, After a five mimite firefight the
VC brole contact and withdrew north, Results of the contact were two VC killed,
two sampans, one Chicom rifls, and assorted ammnition captured, On 21 November
at 1600 hours, an operation from Det A-413, Binh Thanh Thon, Kien Toung Provincs,
consisting of two compardes of CSF, and two USASF imitiated contact with four VC
from a distance of 50 meters. After a five minute fir-i. ™t the VC broke contact
and withdrew, Results wero: nc¢ friendly losses, one VC killed, one VG and one
woapon captured. AT 1700 hours the friendly element made contact with an estimated
platoon of VC, After a 1§ mimte firefight the VC withdrew, Results werc: cne
CSF soldier wounded, 29 VC killed (8 of which were confirmad by USASF), threec VC
sudpects detained, 13 weapons and two kilos of enemy documents captured, At 1940
hours . -another contact was made with an estimated VC platoon., After a 30 mimte
£iroficht, the VC broke contact and withdrew north, Results were: one CSF soldier
wounded, ten VC killed, four VC and 1l erweny weapons captured, Conversion of Hg
Tion, A=-405, Kien Giang Province, and Tinh Bien, A-423, Chau Doc Province, was
complated with camp conversion ceremonies, The ceremonies took place at Ha Tien on
27 October, and Tinh Bien on 31 October, All team cquipment was backloaded fron
the camps prior to the official conversion with the exception of mission essential
equipment which was transferred to MACV. Camp Bien Hung, A-4di, An Xuyen Province,
closed ocut at 0900 hours, 9 November. Scventy-two strike force, and families were
transferred to Company A ou 30 October, The remaining persomnsl wers transforred
to To Chau wherc they will be integrated into the B-l;0 Mobile Strike Force,
Mission esscntial equipment was hand roceipted to the MACV team for a 60 day period,
all othor equipmont was backloaded to Company D, During the period 30 November 1967
and 30 Decembar 1967, an estimated reinforced company of VC armed with 82mm mortars,
75mm recoillsss rifles, and B-lj0 rcckots attacked the Kien Van District Hesdquarters.
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The friendly clement returncd the fire and requested alr suprorts An armed AC-U7
arrivod on station at 0120 hours and placed fire on the VC positions, In total,

he District Headquarters received 50 rounds of mortar and recoilless rifle fire,
421 firing stoppod at 0230 hours with the following results: 11 RF/FF kiiled and
caven RF/PF wounded; VC losses are unlmown. On S December ot 0100 hours, two VC
nlatoons attacked an RF scarch and destroy operation supporting Kinh Quan II, A-MR.
wien Tuong Province. A firefight ensued resulting in two VC killed and two VC
capturod. There were no friendly casualties, At 0015 hours on 5 Decomber, an
urdmown size VC force atiacked an RF outpost three kilometers east of Moc Hosa,
Kicn Tuong Province, an® destroyed two bridges in the arcay The action resulted
in two RF killed, two RF wounded, one RF missing, and ten weapons lost., Enemy
casualties were unknown, A% 1430 hours on 6 December, an element of the 1SF on an
operation in the vicinity of Ba Zoai, Chau Doc Province, initiated contact with

a VC platoon armed with small arms and a ,50 caliber machine pun. A 30 mimute
firefight ensued, resulting in thrcc VC killed and one VC wounded., On 1l December,
a company size operation uncovered a large ammnition cache waest of [ty Phuoc Tay,
On the 12th the samae operation uncovered a second cache and encountercd an estimated
YC battalion, ‘A 12 hour firefight ensued resulting in four USASF end nine CIDG
i}led, one USASF, one VNSF, and ten CIDG wounded, Enemy casualties are unknown,
Sut estimated to be heavy, On the 11th an unknown number of VC ambushed a squad
of CIDG on Phu Quoc Island, resulting in two CIDG killed, onec CIDG wounded, and

the loss of one M2 Carbine, The VC withdrew in sampans, A Naval craft detained
on: sampan and cight VC suspccts believed to have been involved in this action,

0n the 15th an unknown mumber of VC ambushed a CIDG squad in a 3/L ton truck on
i Quoe Island resulting in four CIDG killed, two CIDG wowrded and the loss of
1.rce M2 Carbines., On the 15th threc coupanies of RF operating in the vicinity of
. Da 2ngaged two VC nlatoons in a thrze hour sporadic fircfight which resulted in
four RF killed, two USASF and seven RF wounded, Enemy casualtics were unknown, but
cstimated at ten VC killed. In 18 Decomber at 2L00 hours, a2 ¥C corpany initiated

an attack on an FUB of A-413, Birh Thanh Thon, Kien Tuong Province, three kilo-=
-eters northeast of long Knot. The VC fired 30 rounds of 60mm mortar, automatic
vezpons and small arms. An AC-L7 gunship arrived on station at 0120 hours, At
0135 hours the VC broke contact and withdrew northeast, Friendly loss was one
civilian wounded. Enemy losscs werc three VC killed, one B-lLO rocket with launcher,
cind one [iK<l47 assault rifle capturcd. On 20 December at 2300 hours,five to seven
VC disgnised as ARV ssldiers gained entronce in an ambulance to the Can Tho
sirfield through the 13th Avn Bri gate. At 0100 hours they moved down the parking
ramp, placing grenades in parked eireraft, They were detected and fired on by
airfield guards but managed to escape. This attack resulted in three UH1-D
holicopters and two Alr America aireraft (one Porter and one Twin Deach) totally
dcstroyed, One C7A aircraft was damaged. On 21 December at 2230 hours, the town
of Moc Hoa, Kicn Tuong Province came under attack. An estimated 50 VC fired

82rm mortar, B-LO rocket, automatic weanons, and small arms fire at RF/FF
positinns in the town. The attoclk lasted LO mimites, resulting in friendly losses
of five RF/PF killed; three RF/PF and six National Police woundcd; one LCVP 60%
destroyed. Enemy losses were one VC killed; one pistol and onc hand grenade
captured, On 23 December, a canal clearing operation which consisted of one company
of CSF from Vinn Gia, A-1L9 (VNSF), encountered two companies of VC, seven kilo=
wcters northwest of Nui Dal mountain, Chaun Doc I'rovince. 4 30 mdnute firefight
:sued at which time the VC broke contact 2aéxd withdrew northwest toward Cambodia,
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Twe companics of RF and two platoons of FF arrived in the arca as a reaction
foree, 155mm howitzers from Chi Lang fired in support of the operation and air=-
strikes were dirocted against the rotrcating VC, A search of the erca revealed
2C VC killed, one LMG, two K-SO 8SMG, two i Carbines, one 9mm pistol, one BAR,
52 Chicom carbinge, one B-LO rocket launcher, 15 B-Li0 rockets, 10 entrenching
tools, two gas masks, 10 kilos of rice and a packet of assortod documents captured,
riendly units suffered three CSF soldiers and one AF soldier killed, one CSF
soldier end one RF soldier wounded, and thc loss of one %R, On 24 Decomber, a
rearch and destroy opcration which consisted of two CSF companies and two CRP's
from Binh Thanh Thon, A=413, encountored one VC platoom eight kilometors cast of
Gal Cai, #ien Tuong Province. A fivemdpute firefight cnsuod ot a distance of 75
avters, resulting in 15 VC killed, 10 of these confirmad, end the capture of five
s.all arms, eseven sampans, two Saapan motors, one medical kit, and two kiles of
cdocunents, The friendly elements suffered one CSF soldier killed and one CSF
soldier wounded, During the period 30 Deccember 1967 and 06 Jamary 1968, CIDG and
VF/PF odvised by USASF, conducted 1,349 operations and engaged in 13 contacts,
Caomr losses were five killed, five captured, 23 cuspects detained an? 19 weapons
soitad. TFriendly losses were, twc CIDG and one RF/PF killed, 14 CIDG and two RF/PF
wounded. On 3 January, 66 Hoi Chans rallied and turned themselves and 1L small
ar™s over to a platoon of CSF and two US.ASF from Camp Ba Xnai, #-421l, Chau Doc
Proviace, The 66 Hoi Chans are neow in the ARVN Chicu Hoi channels, On L Jaruary,
2 search and dsstroy operation consisting of one CSF platoon and threcc USASF from
Winh Quan II, A-L12, Kien Tuong Province, initiated contact with two platoons of
VC U kilometers west of Ap Bac., A ten mimite fireficht ensued after which the VC
broke contact and fled south, 'This action resulted in two VC killed; two VC,
two US carbines, and assorted mines and documents capturcd. During the period 06
Jamary through 13 Jamuary 1968, CIDG and RF/PF units advised by USASF conducted
1,365 opera oS and engaged in-29 contacts. Encmy losses were six killed, three
cnaptured, ttoce suapects detaincd, and one weapon siezeds Friendly losses were one
VI'SF, 12 CIDG, and rnine RF/P" killed; one USASF, onc VNSF, 1z CID3, and 21 RF/PF
wrounded; 1 RF/PF missing; and 25 weapons lost. On & Januaryy a scarch and destroy
o~eration consisting of two "~ componies, two CRP's, six USASF, and three VASF
Zrom My Thuoe Tay, J-hll, Dina :uong i'rovi-ce ergaced two VC companics, three kilo-
wters southwest of My Phuoc Tay., . firefight ensued at a distance of 300 meters.
Th> engagement was supported by 155am Howitzer from the base camn with a VR air-
craft adjusting and cne secti»n of gunships placing fire on the VC positions.
«fter a five hour firefight the Irdendly clements broke contact and withdrew to
the base camp., The results of tnis operation were onc VHSF, 12 CIDG ard one
Interpreter killed; eight CIDG wounded; and the loss of eleven weapons, Enemy
cosuoltics are urknown., Un 8 Jamary, the compound of Moc Ho2, B=ll, Kien Tu.ng
Province and a near by ARVN artill ry compound came under 82mm mortar attack by
an estimated two platoons of VC. i VR alrcraft was on station -nd in support of
the camp five mimutes after the attack began, Spooky arrived on station one hour
md ten minutes later, The attack lasted for one hour and L0 minutes, during which
tine ten rounde landed inside the co.apound, The results of this action were one
.2 soldier killed; onc USiSF, two (L.CV advisors, three RF soldiers, five lational
2clice, and one civilian wounded, Enony casualties are unknotm. During the period
13 Jenuary through 20 January 1968, CIDG and RF/PF units advised by USiSF, conducted
1,255 operations and engaged in 13 contacts, Enery losscs were nine ki led and one
weaoon captured. Friendly losses werc four USASF, one V'SF, and h2 CIDG killed;
25
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ons USASF, one VNSF and L1 CTDG soldiers wounded; two USASF and six CIDG soldiers
wissing and 21 weapons lost. On 16 Jamuary, a search md.destroy operatiors.consist-
ing of two CSF companiss, one (RP, four USASF and three VISF from My Phuoc Tay,
Detachment A<4li, Dinh Tuong Province, engaged an estimated L0O-40 SO0 VC, seven
kilometers southwest of Hy Phuoc Tgy., A firefight emsued and comminications were
lost with the friendly elsments., The engagement was supported by two platoans of
gunshipe and nine sliclm, One gunship was shot down and the crew extracted,
Reaction forces were dispdtched from My Fhuoe Tgy, A-41l, and Tuyen Nhon, A-L1S.

On arrivel in the contact area the reaction forces secured ths demed gunship until
its extraction, Extraction ~f friendly elements was completed by 1900 hours. This
action resulted in two CSF killau, 17 CSF and two interpraters wounded; four USASF,
and one VNSF, and L1 CSF missings On 17 January, a search and destroy operation was
conducted in the area of contact, resulting in the recovery of two USASF and 35 CSF
bodies, On 18 Jamary, a serrch and destroy operation from Cai Cai, A-l3), Kien
hong Province, cunsisting of three C3F doppanles, two CRP, six USASF, and thrae
V.SF, encounteisd two cumpar.ies of VC two kilometers north of Dan Chau, A four hour
sporudic firefight ensued resulting in the VC breaking contact and withdrawing into
Canbodia, This action resulted in cne VC killed and one weapon captured., Ths
friendly elemants suffered two USASF and four CSF soldiers killed, one USASF, and

1 CSF soldiars wounded, and a ioss of 1l weapons and three radios, On 19 Jamary,
in preparat’on for the construction of Camp My Dien, A-16, Dinh Tuong Province,
artillery and air strikes were employed prior to the insertion of four MSF companies,
16 USASF.and four VNSF from Compary U, All elsments were inserted into the area on
20 Jouwary, with the support of 19 slicks and two platoons of gunships by 1055 houre.
This inseition was mede with no contact, VC were sighted in the area amd gunshipe waore
enployed. MSF persomncl activeted a «dne which killed two MSF soldiers and wounded
ons MSF soldier. At 1750 hears all elomants had secured a perimetes for the night
defense, The results to date are: friendly, two MSF soldiers killed, and one MSF
soldier wounded:s Enemy losses were two VC killed, rumerous burkers, houses and
staging areas were destroyed; clothing, 200 pounds of medical supplies, two K-50's,
150 rounde of E-50 amrunition, 115 rounds of &0mm morter, six sampans, 11 small mincs,
protective maske, and demolitions were captured, During the period 20 Janary thmu
27 Jameary 1968, CIDG and RF/PF units advised by USASF conducted, 1,076 operations
ard engaged in 25 contacts, Eremy losses were 31 killed. Frimndly lossés were ons
USASF, nino CSF, and three RF/FF soldiers killed; cne USASF, one VNSF, 2k CSF and
thrue RF/PF soldiers wounded; one CIDG misaing and 21 weapons lost. During the
poriod 27 Jamary thru 03 February 1968, CIDG and RF/FF unite advived by USASF
concucted 462 operations and engaged in 25 contacts., Enemy losaes were &L killed,
five captured, two suspects detained, and 81 weapons captured. Friendly losses were
one VNSF, one CIDO ana 18 RF/FF soldiers killed; five USASF, 12 CIDG and LL RF/FF
soldiers woundad; two CIDG and one RF/PF soldier missing; and 13 weapons lost.

Four MSF companise conmtimie search and destroy operations in support pf My Dien, A-l16,
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Jinh Tuong Trovince, 26 kilometers northwost of ily Tho, The (BF companics have
uncovered mumerous cachas containing weapons, amrunition, dem2litions equipment,

md medieal supplies, On 2 February at Q400 hours, Detachment B=Ll and tho city

°f roc Hea, Kien Tuong Trovince, came under attack by an estimated twn VC companies,
icuvy fighting continucd throughout tho worning with sporadic firefights reportsd
during the afternoon. Results of this action were 30 VC killed, two captured,

55 small arms and 8ix crew served weapons captured, oma RF soldier killed, one

USLSF and three RF soldiers wounded, On 4 February, friendly forces were en~
countering light eniper fire within the eity., On the morning of 30 Jamary,
Detachment B-42 and the city of Chau Doc, Chau Doc rovince, came under attack

by an estimated 1,000 VC, The VC took the majority of the city under control,

ifter four days of heavy fighting, mase casualtics and extensive damage to the

city uxisted, On 2 February, the VC began to withdraw using civilians as cover,
Known results at this time are 25 VC killed, 1L captured, 15 suspects dotained,

and 37 weapons captured, &s of U4 Fobruary, sniper fire was still being cncountered
within the city, On the morning of 1 February, Detachment B-i3 and the city of Cao
Lanh, Kien Thong “rovince came undor attack within the city. On L February,

contact with the VC contimued within the ecity. Results of this action are incomplctc;
however, friendly casualties are reported to be light. On the morning of 31 Jamar:,
Detachrent C=ii and the city of Can Tho, rhong Dimg ’recvince, came under attack.
licavy fighting in the city contumied until 3 February. Total results of this

action are incompletej however, known VC casualtics were 143 killed, nine captured,
33 susmocts detained, and Ly weapons captured, A mortar attack at the C<4 compound
m 3 February resulted in three USASF wounded. The attack started a fire in the

5« warchouse and storage yard, The firo caused oxtensive damage to ammunition,
0L, and lumbcr stored in the compound, On L February, the city of Can Tho was

scrured and friendly units were in light contact with the VC on the outer edges
ol the clity.
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c. Special Operations,

(1) Blackjack 22A (Search and destroy Cperation Boudinet) was
cunducted by the 27th MSF Company, Company B, Pleiku in nortlwest Darlac Province,
II CT2. Size of this force was 154 CIDG, six USASF, two MSF, and the Interpreter,
¢ ymprising three rifle platoons, onc recon platoon and a HQ Section. This opera-
tion began 15 Oct 67 and terminated 16 Nov 67. Establishing caches of supplies was
cns of the stated missions. Supplies were cached twice and un both occasions they
vcmained intact, This operation was successful in capturing largce quantities of
cneny 3upplies and destroying numerous amounts of clothing. Ten weapons and large
amounts of munitions were captured. Friendly losses werc: One USASF killed and
one US.SF and two CIDG wounded. Enemy losses were: 1L NVA killed and two KVA
captured,

(2) A MSF Company operation originally programmed for Operation
Giendale (BJ 234) was subsequently chanzed to a CSF Company searcih and destroy
oncration from Detachment A-251 (Plei Djereng). The operation was composed of
132 CIDG, two VNSF, and five USiSF, and was conducted in the lower Plei Trap
valley of southwest Kontum Province, II CTZ. The operation, which began 9 Nov 67,
was extended and the original CSF was replaced by another CSF on 28 Nov 67. The
oporation terminated on 13 Dec 67. The search for suspected base camps and caches
at reported locations proved futile as none werc located. The operation did, how-
everymake three contacts with cnemy forces which resulted in one USLSF and three
CIDG wounded, Enemy iosses were three NVA killed and three weapons captured., It
was learned that second edition maps were inaccurate regarding placement of roads,
and that the CIDG Camp Strike Force soldiers werc ineffective after approximately
ten days. This inceffectiveness was duc to lack of training and proper pay incen-~
tive for operations of this nature.

(3) Blackjack 2LA (Bearch and Destroy Operation Glendale) was con-
ducted by the 27th MSF Company, Company B, Pleiku in southwest Lam Dong Province,
3ize of this force was 148 CIDG, one VNSF, one interpreter and five USiSF, This
overation began 25 Nov and terminmated 4§ Dcc. The S&D operation located a company
sized enemy fortified position and found a metal box containing two million
niastres, The company had one contact with enemy forces which resulted in one
CIDG wounded, enemy losses were unlmown, Obscrvation made by the company during
operations; the encmy is traveling in small groups and is fortifying his areas,
and the enemy fecls safe enough within this area to travel by day and use lights
at night, Travel in the area by other than foot traffic is limitcd due to density
of vegatstion, lack of roads, and suitable clearings for LZ's.

(4) BRlackjack 251 (Search and Destroy Operation Brush) was conducted
by the 25th MSF Company, Compary B, Pleiku, Size of this force was 150 CIDG, two
VNSF and four USASF, The operation began 1k Dec and terminated on 3 Jan 68, and
was conducted in vicinity of the Junction of Binh Thuan, Lam Dong and Binh Tuy
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province along the II/IIT CTZ boundaries. The MSF Company was inserted into

their AO ypon departure of conventional forces in a stay behind role designed to
capitilize on the enemy habit of returning to an area upon departure of convention-
al units, The company made ten enemy contacts which resulted in one USASF, one

AATTV and four CIDG wounded, Enemy losses were five VC killed and five weapons
captured.

(5) Blackjack 26A (Search and Destroy Operation Hall) was conducted
by the 2ist MSF company, Company B, Plelku, Size of the force was 132 CIDG, two
VJISF, one intrcpreter and five US.SF. The operation commenced 18 Dec and lerminai=-
ed on 6 Jan, and was conducted in the vicinity of Mao Chu Hi Mountains, Ninh Thuan
Province, II CT2, Punji stakes and man traps wecre prevalent throughcut the area of
operations and accounted for 90¥ of the wounds incurred during this operation. The
compary made 11 enemy contacts which resulted in six US4SF and six CIDG being
wounded, There were no encmy losses reported,

(6) Blackjack 274 (Search and Destroy Operation Brush II) was
conducted by the 27th MSF Company, Company B, Pleiku, Size of this force was 15C
CIDG, two VNSF and four US.iSF, This operation which commenced on 7 Jan 68 and
terminated on 20 Jan 68, was a follow-up operation of a previously conducted
Blackjack operation (BJ 25A) in the southwest portion of II/III CTZ. The company
made two contacts with enemy forces which resulted in cne CIDG being wounded,
Enemy logses weie three VC killed and five VC captured.

(7) Reconnaissance Operation Sultan I (B-S52 Project Delta) was
conducted in the upper Plei Trap Valley, Kontum Province II CTZ during the period
1 Dec thru 25 Dec 67, The Task Force organization consisted of normal Hq and
communication elements, ten Recon/Roadrunner teamns, three campanies from the ARVN
91st Ranger Battalion, and ore CILG Nung Platoon. The forward operations base
{FOB) was located at Kontum east airstrip with the forward launch base (FLB) at
Tolei Kleng. (31} Recon/Roadrunner Team operationz, and five company operations
wore conducted during which numerous trail networks amd enamy base camps werc
located and large quantities of cnemy equipment, clothing, munitions, medicine
and miscellaneous documents and letters captured. Thesc operations madc two
enemy contacts which resulted in two US.ASF wounded, six Rangzers killed and 38
wounded and one captured. Also captured during this operations were 1l weapons,
A problem aree in regard to the response time for FiC was made evident during tnc
operation. Although the FAC was always "on the way" the maximum speed of the air-
craft (OIG) limited it's effectiveness. It was thereforec recommended that in order

to improve on responsc time that a faster aircraft (OIF) (024) be utilized, thereby
reducing the response time in most cases to half,

(8) Reconnaissance Operation Sultan II (B-52 Project Lelta) was
conducted in the southwest Kontum Province of II CTZ during tne period 5 Jan to
26 Jan 68, The Task Force organization was the same as the preceding opcration.
The FOB was located at Piel Djereng., The Detachment conducted 33 Recon/Roadrunner
operations and four company pperations locating and identifying local force VC and
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NVA units, infiltration routes and fortifications throughout the area. Quantities
of enemy equipment, ammunition, miscellaneous documents, letters and a diary were
captured, This operation made 15 contacts resulting in four Rangers ldlled, 11
wounded, and one CIDG wounded., Enemy losses were: 10 killed and two captured.
Five ensny weapons were also captured,

(9) Operation RAPIDFIRE III (b-36) was conducted in Binh Tuy Province,
III CTZ, near Ham Tan during the period 3-13 Nov, The operation was assigned the
mission of gathering combat intelligence and developing EEI for the US 9th Infantry
Division, The force, which consisted of 2L USASF, 2L LRRP personnel, and 236 MSF
soldlers, conducted 11 ambush missions and employed 1l Recon teams, Three enemy
contacts were made which resulted in five VC killed and two VC wounded, Two US.SF
were wounded and enemy weapcns and various equipment and documents were captured.

(10) Operation RAPIDFIRE IV, 1 Nov - 26 Nov, with an assigned mission
of interdicting enemy lines of communications and destroying enemy bages and cache
sites, was conducted by B-36 in Binh Duong and Long Khanh Province, III CT2., 35
USLASF, 20 TRRP ersonnel, and 2356 MSF soldiers operating from the FOB located at
the Phuoc vinh airfield conducted 26 Recon/Ambush missions. 16 contacte with the enemy
resulted in four USASF killed, one CIDG killed, seven USASF and 18 CIDG wounded,
Cnemy lcsses were 16 VC killed and four wespons, and numerous documents and equip-
ment captured which resvlted in the identification of two major enemy units,
30,000 1bs of rice and 390 pairs of ssndals were destroyed. One battalicn sized
2nemy base camp was destroyed.

(11) Operation RAPIDFIRE V was conducted from 8 Dec through 25 Jan 68
ir northern and western war zone "C" in conjunction with the 25th US Infantry
Livision Operation "YELLOWSTONE", On 12 December, RFV was forced to stand down due
to elements of the 25th Infantry Division conduc ting operaticns within the AO. The
operation resumed on 29 December. Forty Recon/Ambush missions and four company
operations were conducted, Enemy losses were S3 killed amd five VC captured,

Seven weapons and numerous documents and equipment were captured, Friendly losses
were two USASF, one US LRRP, and four CIDG killed, 16 USASF and 27 CIDG wounded,
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d. Training.
(1) MACV Recondo School
(a) General:

OFF
November 6
December 6
January 8

‘\ students for the two-week LRP classes:

15 February 1968
Learned for Quarter Ending 31 Jan 68 (U)

1. Average assigned and attached strengths were as follows:

B ATCH OFF ATCH EM
L5 1 Aust 1 ROK 0
53 1 Aust 2 ROK 0
55 1 Aust 2 ROK 1 ROK

2., During this reporting period, the MACV Recondo School Recéived
LRP 2-68 thru LRF L-68. The three week

Recondo School course was resumed on 4 Dec 67 with Class R-7-68,
thru R-7-68 have graduated and class R-10-68 will graduate on 3 Feb 68.

Classes R=7-68
Following

L 1s a breakdown of students for the LRP classes and Recondo Classes by unit and

Corps area:
LRP Classes

I FFV 1RP Co
II FFV LRP Co

Recondo Classes

I Corps

Americal Div
3rd MAF

11 Corps

- lst Cav Div
4th Inf Div
1734 Abn Bde
ROK Forces V

I1I Corps

1lst Inf Div

25th Inf Div
10lst Abn Div
199th Lt Inf Bde
11th ACR

, I PHIL CAGV

Entr  Drpd  Comp
133 2 131
13 8 126
Butr Drpd  Grad  Comp
5 9 21 0
2 0 2 0
15 2 6 0
38 10 13 1l
1 3 3 o
28 K 10 1l
25 9 5 0
25 1 L o}
26 7 7 0
1 3 L )
3 2 1 0
3 0 2 0
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IV Corps
9th Inf Div 27 2 10 0
Royal Thai Army 32 13 19 0

NOTE: Class R-11-68 commenced training 29 Jan 68,

3. The normal mission of the MACV Recondo School is to train
selected personnel from US/F ..ua® arits in specialized technioues and skills neces-
sary to conduct successful long range reconmaissance operations in the Republic
2f South Vietnam.

(b) Intelligence: None
{¢) Operations and Training Activities:
1, Plans: N/A

2. Operations;

a, Number/type operation conducteds

f.Day f Might Recondo CIDG

4 %) Attacks 0 0 0 0
2) Blocking Actions 0 o] 0 0
((2) Escort fction 0 0 0 0
(5) Combat Patrols 8 0 0 8
g) Recon Patrols ag 0 88 o]
(&) Ambushes 0 0 0 0

Number of friendly initiated contacts: None

lor

c. VC Losses (Confirmed):

(1) Killed O
— (2) Captursd O
(3) Wounded O
(4) Suspects 0
(5) Weapons 0

d. Friendly Losses:
USASF  HECONDO STD  CIDG

%) Killed 0 1 0

2) Wounded 0 0 0

) Miseing 0 1 0

_ 4) Weapcns 0 1 0
3%
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3. Training: Recondo classes recleve a 286,5 hour POI, AP
apoeial clssses race.ved a 31,5 hour POI,

L. logistics: The .ACV Recondo School is supported admindstra-
v»vely and logistically by the lst Logistical Coumand.

(2) VNSF Training Center, Dong Ba Thin

(a) General: During the reporting period this detachment has
successfully accomplished its nission of providing advice and assistance to the
YNSF Toaining Center in tiaining VNSF and CIDG personnel, and also its mission of
proiding advic: and support to the assigned Caup Strike Force in combat operations,
toeining, and locel security. Considerable geins were made in the areas of
training support rendcred, increesed combat operations, end CA/70 activities, and
noticzabla improvement was achieved in camp facilities, both for USASF and CIDG
psrsonnzl,

(b) Personnel Strengths:

1, Detachment B-51 = Authorized: § Off 19 EM
Assigned: 11 Off 23 EM

2. VNSF Training Center - Authorized: L9 OFF 231 EM
Asaigned: 3L OFF 168 EM

3. Camp Strike Force ~ Authorizad: LL6
Assigned:  LLO

(c) Intelligence: In coordinstion with VNSF counterparts a
new intelligence net was initiated, and intelligence gatherdng was incressed ae
2 result of closer coordination activities with all RVN and Allied Forces in the
vicinity of this camp,

(d) Operations end Trainingt
1, Operations: Combat operations during the reporting pericd
uare increased in frequency arnd size within the assigned TAOR, Field Training
xercises inhsrent in the varied courses trained at the Trainming Center were
conducted in conjunction with Camp Strilke Force operations, giving them a more
raalistic setting and contributing to a more effective overcll operational program,

2, Trainings

o, This querter has. seen & greet many improvements in the
orformance of thy miss ion of advising the VNSF Training Center at Domg Ba Thin,
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With the augmentation of the detachmsnt with select personnel we have been able

to directly counterpart the center!s instructional committees,

Being &ble to have

direct contact at this low a level has enabled us to gain a spirit of daily contact

and cooperation,

Problems are immedlately obvious, allowing for prompt solution

by the USASF at this level or the prompt notification of the Training Center

Advisor for further advice, guldance, or assistance.
done to improve the Center's training facilities,

siuown our counterparts that we are sincere in our desires to help,
other units in the area to lend assistance has proven to be. a great source of help

both in material and equipment.

school to level, enlarge and clear our drop gone area,

A great dcal of work has been
Improvement of facilities has

Utilization of

One example is the use of the USAECV (P) equipment
The use of bulldozsrs, road

graders, and 290 belly dumpe even by enginecer students has really provided us with
a Class "A" drop sone and given the engineer school a much needed practice area,

(See photographs, inclosure #11).

b. Courses gradusted or in progress during the reporting period:

VNSF Recruit #7 25 Oct- 13 Jan 122
VNSF Basic Off & NCO #11 25 Sep- 18 Dec 79
CIDG leaders #28 3 Nov- 9 Dec 119
CIDG leaders #29 15 Dec= 22 Jan 121
CRP #26 6 Nov- 11 Dec

CRP #27 26 Dec- 25 Jan 16
VNSF BAC #2 6 Nov-= L Dec 98
US/Mobile Reaction Force #8 4 Dec- 17 Dec 11/135
Karate #2 17 Jul- 18 Dec 28
VNSF RTO 20 Nov- Present 35

(e) Logistics: Normal activity continued throughout quarter.

(£) Ccivil Affairs: One officer and one NCO were permanently
assigned with sole responsibility of CA/PO activities. Main highlight in repcrting
period was the completion and opening of a Catholic Church within the camp confines,
Also a school bullding was completed at Hoc Gia hamlet which will scon open.

(3) USASF Replacement Training,

(a) During the reporting period classes were conducted for all USASF
replacemant personnel to familiarize them with staff support in the SFOB, USASF
advisor relationships, mires and booby traps and firing of assigned weapons.

(v) Breakdown of classes are as follows: Inprocessing (51), Finance,
Dispensary, Motor Pool, CIDG Funds, Sl briefing, S briefing, S5 briefing, S3 brief-
ing, Mess Association, lessons Llearned, Mines and Booby traps, Surgecns briefing,

Communications, RDSA, JAG, Chaplain, Weapons, S2 brisfing, USASF advisor relation-
ships and air support,
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{¢) During the reporting period 151 officors and 857 enliasted
personnel were processed through replacement detachment.

(L) CIDG Reeruit Trasining,

{a) The ITI CTZ Training Zenter at Trang Sup Det A-301
continues the CING recruit training (basic) mission, CIDG trainees are transported
to their assigned camps after receiving comprehensive training in small arms,
crew served weapons, small unit tactics, live firing, care and cleaning of
individual weapons, Emphasis is placed on OJT type training involving VC ambush
techniques, the use of claymore minos, combat patrolling and Airmobile operations.
Jefore graduation,recruits participate in at levast one three-day combat operation.

(b) A CIDG company-size rcfresher training prograis has becn
established at each A Detachment camp in ITICTZ. This rfr.shir trainiyg
program consists of a 6 day 2h hour block of instruction presented to each

CIDG company once per month. The training involves th foll:win  blocks of
instruction:

1. Live firing of individual and crew served weapons.
2., Compass and map reading
3. Immediate action drill and counter ambush techniques.

L. Grenade throwing and employment of claymere mines.
5. Patrolling, raids and smbushes,
6. Small unit tactics.

7. Sstablishing Al patrol base,

The Refresher Training Program has met with varying degrees of success..depending
on how receptive, enthusiastic, and aggressive tho VNSF camp commender and
VNSF detachment has executed and carried out the training program and how

closely the USASF Det has monitored and supervised the training in their
respective campe.

(¢) The Phu Quoc Island Training center, IV CTZ, has

completed training of four companies (L73 recruits) which have besn deploy:d
to camp My Dien IT (4-L15).

(d) Training was completed for crews of four 75mm pack
howitzers by the Tth ARVN Div in IV Corps. The howitzers were deployed to
Detachments A=413 and A-Ul5 during the last wesk in Deccmber. Training
courses for airboat drivers, crews and maintenance personnel were conducted
at Moc Hoa and Cao Lanh airboat facilities,
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L’ e, Aviation: During the period of October through December of 1967,

aviation operations included several emergency resupplies, throughout the Republic
of Vietnam and several combat assault operations flown in support of the
Installation Defense Command, The aviation office has three serarate functions.
These functionz are handled by three separate officers and the activities conducted
by each, during this period of time, will be discussed individually.

(1) The Air Force Liaison officer (ALOD) has done all of the planning
and coordination for forward air controller (FAC) and tactical air support for
detaciments B-52, detachment B-50, and Company "E" of the 20th Infantry. This
entails setting up tactical air control points at each of the unit FOB's, The FAC
pilots, communications personnel, and aircraft are assigned to the unit coucerned
end live st the FOB with the Special Forces personnel.

A

(2) The Tactic airlift Limison officer (TALC) has done all of the
coordinating and scheduling of lift aircraft for normal operations. He har also
coordinated and made all arrangements for emergency resupplies, combat essential
airlifts, and tactical emergency airlifts. During this reporting period (normal
airlift) there was & total c¢f 5,861,000 pounds moved by airlift fram the 5th SFGA
ISC to various parts of the RVN, Of this total L,300,L0C pounds were air-lianded
and 5,818,000 pounds were air-dropped.

{3) The Sth SFGA Aviation officer cocrdinated and scheduled all U.S.
Army Aviation in support of S5th SFGA, Duriag this pericd of time it was realized
that additional U.S. Army Aviation support would have to be made available to the
Installation Defense Command (IDC), As of this date no aircraft have been allocater
to the IDC; however, on a tactical emergency request, aircraft are usually on
statior within thirty (30) minutes after the request is rcceived.

| WL RATCIR. S T . T - SN (T ST {1 1O .

f, Combat Developments: See inclosure number four (4) for a summary of
all projects currently under evaluation.

CONFIDENMTIRAL

RN AP T

Lo

— a—— T

X St e s s
= e




CONFIDENTIHL

AVGB-C ‘ 15 February 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned for Quarter Ending 31 Jan 68 (U)

o

Le (C) Llogistics:

a. General: From 1 November 1967 through 31 Jamuary 1968, the Logistical

Sunport Center continued to provide the 5th Special Forces Group's widely dispsrsed

coipanies and detachments with all classes of supnly and up to limited depot maina

tenance. Over 10,000 tons of supplies were delivered by the ISC to supported units,

e 0 Ower 2, tons of food, clothing, ammunition and general supplies were air dropped by
the logistical Supported Center to 1solated camps and special operations,

b. Supply (ISC):

(1) The mid-year budget review was conducted with representatives
trom the Counter Insurgency Supnort Office, S-3, Signal Office, S-L, Staff Engineer,
and Comptroller sections,

(2) A complete inventory of all warehouses was conducted,

c. Maintensnce: A satisfactory program of preventive maintenance and a
nrocedure for requesting and storing repair parts was found to be lacking in some
units, A mobile maintenance team was organized at Group Level for the purpose of
assisting units with all sspects of their maintenance program. Although this team
is programed by a schedule, the actual time spent in a unit is determined by the
unit's needs for assistance,

d. Movements and Storage (LSC):
(1) An additional lumber storage facility was renovated.

(2) CcConstruction of a new berm and ammunition storage ready line has
been started,

e. Company A,

: (1) General: The forward Supnly Point of Company A shipped an all
time high in cargo and material with the tonmage increasing monthly,

Hovember, December, and January 5,385,476 1bs, 6,398,126 1bs, and 7,306,740 1lbs
were shipped respectively. Camp construction in III CTZ accounted for the Increased

; tormage .

(2) On 20 November 1967 a special release was obiained from USARV for
i 5,000 sheets of MBA1 airfield matting to be used in the opening of Duc Hue, Detach-

! mcnt A-351. This item was essential to the engineers in order foi* thom to start

! construction on the new A-site., All materials for A-351 were stockpiled at Duc Hoa

! Detachment B-35, further broken down and airlifted to the new site by CH-47 heli-
copters, All materials were stockpiled prior to 1 Deccmber. Buildings were prepared
3 at long Binh Post, transported to Tuc Hue, Riggers and forklifts with operatars were

~==- " gpttached to B-35 to assist them in the movement of materials to the new camp,
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Supplies and equipment were moved to Duc Hue utilizing Company A's organic
transportation,

(3) Movement of materials to Tay Ninh, Dotachment B-32, for use in
construction of the camp at Thien Ngon began on 2, November. The total pre-stocked
vas moved by the 8th of December by convoy and CH-L7. Riggers and forklifts were
furnished to detachment B-32,

(4) On 15 December the forward sup>ly point began sending convoys to
Hon Quan with materials for a new B Detachment site. This marked the first convoy
“rom Company A to Detachment B-33 in Hon Quan, Convoys over the last two months
saved the govermment considerably by reducing the mumber of sorties flown ard
releasing aircraft for higher priority missions.

(5) 1In January material was moved to Tay Ninh Detachment B-32 for
the construciion of a new camp at Katum and stockpiled at the 588th Engineer
Battalion storage area,

£, Company D,

(1) General: During the quarter the Company D forward supply point
handled over seven million pounds of supplies. Over thres and one half hillicn
oounds were shipped to subordinate detachments., Brealaddown of supplies handled
follows:

Total supplies handled: 7,190,L3
Total supplies ruceived: 3,501,902
Total supplies shipped to d.tachments: 3,688,532
Total shipped by air: 3,592,010
Total air landed: 2,662,173
Total air dropped: 876,5u5
Total Lolex: 52,9L2

(2) Supply handling totals for the past quarter show that 186,530
pounds more supplies were shipped from the forward supply point than were
received., These figures do not reflect the quantities of due outs that were on
hund., Many detachments at the end of the quarter were down to basic loads in
ammunition and have minimal stocks of rationg@. Also barrier materials were none-
existent, Al of these are bulk items which cannot be economically hauled in
quantity by aircraft, There is a requirement far at least one LST or similar
beach landing vessel to deliver supplies to Can Tho each month,
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S. (U) Revolutionary Development Support Activities
. a. ICTZ

(1) During Bavember the resettlemont of Tra Trung Hamlet in
Tra Bong District continued with USASF supporting thre construction of the
new hamlet. Refugees have started to move into the safe area around Camp
Gia Vuc stating they are leaving the contestcd area because of heavy VC
taxation. The people are bringing their rice harvest with them to put in
the rice storage areas that have proven very successful in Gla Vuc. A
total of 10,480 pounds of CIVAC supplies wc-e airlifted to support the mcve
of the villagers from Mong-Gia to Gia Vuc, Two CA/PO conferences were held
ttis month. The first was at Company C for all "A" detachment CA/PO officers.
4t this meeting the S5 staff presented a program decsignated to update old
information and answer Questions from newly assigned CA/PO officers. The
sccond meeting was held at Quang-Ngal with all thc CA/PO personnel 1= the
province rcceiving a bricfing at Sector Headquarters, The meeting was
\ attended by personnel from CONUS and MACV as well as CA/PO personnel. It

was designed so that sector personnel and USASF personnel could obtain a
better understanding of the relationship that exists between district and
province and their respective advisors. Folloving the briefing USASF CA/PO
: officers discussed problems pcculiar to each district and possiole solutions
| that could work if help from province was provided. The meeting has resulted
in a botter working rclationship between sector an _ubescctor advisors,

(2) The Civic Action effort in I CTZ during Decciuber was high-
Zighted by immediate reaction to disasters an. rcfugee influxes. The hamlet
£ of Ba Lang, located east of Camp Ba To, lost its entire rice harvest, Within
: wwenty-four hours of the disaster conmwh foodstuffs were airlifted to Be To
i tc insure the people would have enoy,” * s;od to eat until the next crop was
H harvested. Food and clothing werc also provided within twenty-four hours of
: the arrival of 175 refugecs at Camp Tien Phuoc. The refugecs were a result
nf an operation conducted by tanis camp. At Camp Gia Vuc the Vievnamesc
Special Forces have begun a program of instruction in the Vietnamesc languagc.
This is irdicative of the inerease in participcat.ion tho VISF are giviag Civie
Action programs at this location. Also at Gia Vuc a new school was completed
in Hamlet C. The people of the village provided the labor for construction
of thu buillding., Shortly afier completion of the structure a cercmony was
held., Dimwr was provided followed t, cntertainment. Education Cfficdlals from
province end national level wcre present. This school will cnable sixty
children to begin their cducation. Greator airlift capability has been achieved
through the coopurati.a of the lst Marine Air Wing., This unit is supporting
the Special "o 'ces movement of CA commoditics with its CH-S3 helicopters, The

to*.L mount of Civic Action supplics shipped during this month was 78,829
poWnioe
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(3) In Jamary highway #L from Denang to tho Special Forc:os Camp
nt Thuong Duc was openede. 'While a convoy was being orianized, the cnemy agadn
blow out one of the bridges, On 6 Jamery, the bridge was repaired and local
seeurity sct upe On ¢ Jamary, an integrated venture between the VNSF and
JSASF was started and resulted in the first convoy into Thuong Duc in cight
yzars, Approxdmately 10,000 Tet gifts of clothing, cmdy,and toys were
distrituted to the population in or neor our "A" camps thrwghout I CTZ, Each
camp also had a dragon costume to do the traditional Tet dragon dmce during
the ccremonics, Prior to Tot, a survey was condicted at cach "iA" camp to ase-
cortain what food items the population desired for the Tet celebretion, The
pecopls desired specisl jams, jellies, and various fruits which could not be
obtained in the various villages. aporoximstely 4,300 lbs of thase comodities
were also distributeds Construction was started on a new CA warchouse for use
at the "C" tecame The building will have a loading dock at cach cnd and it is
expoeted to be completed by the ond of Februarys On 23 Jamucory, the cenemy
situation at the Spuelal Forceces Camp of Lang Vel was eritical, The cnemy was
burning down villages and others were being abandoned due to fear of the cnomy.
On 25 Jarmery, s flow of rcfugees was pouring into the area arcund the campe
Due to the lack of aircraft and the enemy situation, evacuction was impossible.
Ey the morning of the 26th over 7,000 puople had moved into the area Jjust
northeast of the camp, The S5 section was working with CORDS and III MiF to
tring 211 availoble aid to the peonle, but very i1ittl. sunnlics were on Land,
95% of the supplics come from Corpany C. By 1300 hours on the 26th,thc stort
of a .pssive sirdrop was in progrcsse In 35 hours 25,500 lbs f rice,

2,200 1bs of salt, SL,000 PIR rations, 250 lbs of milk, and iEDC.P supplics
wer.: airdropped into the arca. On 27 Jamary, a VG clement moved to the 2dpe
of the Ha Thanh's safe area and burncd down a village crcating 1500 wore

ofugeca, Food and supplies were moved by C7a on the 28th ond 29th of Jamary
for thesc peopla,e
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b, 1II CTZ

(1) In November the newly constructed civie action supply ware-
house at Company B, Pleiku was stnckuds In the past request for civic
action supplies have had to be forwarded to Detachment B-55 in Saigon. This
procedure has caused unavoidable delays before the commodities arrived at the
requesting detachment, Under the new system, the supplies will be shipped
directly from the company warehouse to the dotachments, Restocking of the
company warchouse will be accomplished through xtachment B-55 supply channels.
It is anticipated that this new system will cut delivery time to a minirum.
DetachmentsB-22, B-23, and Be5l each received a new 55 officer this month. The
addition of these three officcrs should greatly improve the effectivencss of
the civic action progress at their assigned detachments; however, primary
duty CA personnel ar: still required throughout the CTZ. An increase of 500
refugees this month has accounted for a step-up in construction, and distribution
of clothing, commodities, and other materials, as well as additional HEDCAPT
to meet the health and sanitation reeds of the refugees, The ; rcatest incrcase
of refugeecs was at Detachment B-2h, Kontum Continuing projects acccunted for
much of thc effort throughout the CTZ this month. Camps that are to be closed
cr convertcd are placing emphasis on the completion of current projects.
Planning also has begun at most of the dotachments for the Christmas/Tet holie

days,
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(2) In December the Civic iction cffort in II CTZ was highlighted
by the cooperation cxhibited between VNSF and US.SF at all levels for the
Christmas program. .pproximately 20,000 Christmas packages were distributed
among all "B" and "A"™ dctachments. The main groups that received the gifts
were the dependents of the Civilian Irregular Defense Group (oI_DG), and VNSF,
In the itha T .ang area approximately 5,500 gifts were distributed, This was
hiihlighted by a party attended by about 1,000 childrene At the party, ice
cream, liquid refreshments, cookies, and gum were distributed. A mock=up
of a locomotivc with train «ars was made. This provided rides for the
children. At Kontum, 3-2L, gifts were also distributed to tws orphanages,
on: hospital, and thc Leprosarium. At Trun; Dung, A-502, a tetal of 7,5000
gifts were distributed at two Christmas parties, The yift packayes that were
distributed in II CTZ were compasdd of children's clothes, toys, and cady.
All pro;rams were well received and a grcat psychological impact was made,

At Dak Pek, A-242, a camp rifle competition meet sponsored by the WISF was
held, Teams from the five CIDG companies, two spucial platoons, and a team
<cach from the VNSF and US:SF entered the competition. The 205th CIDG company
won both team and high individual honors. The winning tcam hosted a party for
the runncrs-up, This has contributed significantly to an increase of morale

: for the CIDG. Bonds of fricndship, respict, and cooperation were forged
among all perscnnel., The CA Logistical Center at Saigon, B-55, has filled
approximately 60% of the initial supply requests for Company B's warchouse.
The strike at [iir imerica seriously hampered further shipaents. The low
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priority afforded Civic Action supplies on military aircraft continues to be a
serious problem, espccially when Air America aircraft are not available,

(3) As a result of the joint POIWAR cenference hcld in Nha Trang
in Jamuary, the VNSF S-5 countcrpart at Company B began plans for a corps level
POLWAR training program. On 28 January 19 Camp Strike Force (POLWAR) students
from all of the major tribal ~roups in II CTZ began threc months of training at
vhe Da Mpao Agriculture Cemnter, Upon completion these men will return to their
home camp and instruct others in sgriculture and animal hustandry. As a result
of the increased ecnemy activity during the Tet holidays, much of thc civic action
activity in the latter part of Jauary centered on refugee aid and resettlemen*,
EDCAPs and distribution of cormodities at all levels.,

ce III CTZ

(1) &t Hiep Hoa, A-351, thne CA effort that took place in November
was centered primarily on NMEDCAPs, Detachment A-351 in coordination with the
2/27 Infatry, 25th Infantry Division treated hSO patients during four (L)
Joint MEDCAPS, The MEDCAPs were conducted to allow the doctors and medics to
examine thc patients on a weekly basis., Trang Sup, A-30l, is prescntly in the
planning stage for construction of three classroems, a hamlet chief's cffice,
and weills for the village and market placc, Their Civic Action program is
gaining tremendous local support, especially after the completion of the Trang
Sup markete~place. The local villagcrs are enthusiastic about the C. team and
arc offering a varicty of ideas for social and economic improvement. it Loc
Ninh, A-331, CIIG dependents wcre evacuated Xy C-130 aircraft to 3ien Hoa to
protect them from exploitation by cnemy forces in the Loc Ninh area. As a
result of the attack on Loc Ninh, many rcfugees went to Hon Quan, 3-33. They
werc welcomed by Hon Quan district reprcsentatives and their basic needs werc
provided for through all agencies concurned. At Chi Lang, 3-32, the recently
traincd CIDG POLWAR Squads are being uscd to conduct POIMAR and Civie Action
activities at all the "A" camps.

(2) 1In December, the 16 man PODMAR tecams in all "A" camps
continued to receive training from the three members of cach team that attended
the POLJR coursc at Co 4, Bi.n Hoa. At Chi Linn, 1-333, refugec families canc
into the safe arca, Support was provided in helping the refugects to resettle
and build homes in the new village. In Hiep Hoa, i-351, assistance was given to
the District Education system by the distribution of over 500 school kits in the
hamlets of Hiep Hoa, La Coe, and Tan }y. Domestic assistance was also provided
oy the distribution of 50 kitchen utensil scts, At ilinh Thanh, A-332, cmphasis
vas placed on the agricultural and persondl hygiene progframs. liaximum coopecration
was received from the villare chicf and his peoplees 4t Trang Sup, A-301,
construction was complcted this month on three classrooms and a Cao Dai Temple.
This has crcvated 2 favorable psychological impact on the refupecs and population
in the area. At Chi Leng, B-32 diuring December, civic action centered araund an
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orphenage and the Christmas program, Gift distribution was made to CIDG
Jupcndents, children at the orphanage, pcrgsonnel of the Provinee Chicu

.ol Center, and paticnts in the local US and RVN hospitals. The total
distribution was in cxcess of 4,000 gifts, .t Tra Cu, A=352, Civic Action
activitics during this reporting period consisted of planning for the CIDG
Strike ¥orce dayroom, providing mcdical troatment for the dopendents of the
camp's troops, cdistributicn of hcalth kits, scwing kits, and fishing kits.
School kits were also given to the children attending the CIDG dependent
scheol, 4 Bhristmas party was held at all detachments, Friority far the
distributicn of gifts was given to the de:-cndents of the CIDG.

(9) On 6 Jan 68, Company A's POLWAR Team was Jdivided into two
8-man scctions, ne geing to Det A~3LL, Bunard , and the other doing, ¢ Det A-331.
Loc linh, The .uctions were sunt to thosc locations £6r the purposce of
training and aiding thce PCLWAR Tcams prescntly at cach location. The two
scetions staycd at Bunard anc Loc Ninh for a period of ten days. During that
time they instructe: the CIDG dependents in pursonal hygicne and sanitation
g discussed the prescnt war gituation with the CIDG soldicrs, The CIDG
scldi.rs anl their depondents were taupht patrictic songs. at Bunard, the
POUAR Team band provided daily entertainment for the benefit of the local
villagers, thu CIDG soldicrs and their dependents. They alse helped the
Bunard villagers rebuild their dam and scveral bunkers., On 27 Jan 68, a
1+ DCLP from Company .. was scnt to Dot B-36's location at Long Hai, Pnuoc Tuy
Provinee, at the request of GL/PO Officer for Dot B-36, The I'EEDCAP was
conauctcd jointly by VNSF an’ US SF medics with the purposce of giving the
Long: Hai villagers a more faverable impression of the GVN and showing them what
thc GVMN can do for them. During the MEDCAP. over 300 civilians were given
meiical ani Jdental attention, Also on 27 Jan 68,a Tct party was held in the
C~3 Compound for th. dependents ~f thc CIDG and VNSF personnel. Each child
received a small gift of candy, scap, chewing gum, and clothing and cach family
roceived one can of cooking oil. As a result of a mecting botween Det B-3L/
3-14 S5 s and the schoclmaster of Tu “Ticn Primary School it was found that
ihe students lacked school kits and the necessary primary school books, These
itoms werc obtained and on 5 January 450 schocl kits and 100 scts of primary
school bonks werc presentel to the school children. The schoolmastor was
also intcrested in having a sick call program for the children. A wockly
sick call was initiatod on 6 January, Once weekly the USASF and UNSF medics
c:nduct sick call at the school and administer malaria prophylaxis to cach
child, in immunization day was set for S Pebruary. The IEDCAP program has
boen oxpanded to include woeokly sickcall at Tu Hicn II and Sen Trvong I
hamlcts, Eleven HLDCLF patrols werc conducted in these hamlcts during the
reporting period and intelligence information given to tho medics during the
conduct of thesc patrcls, Thc arrival and performances of the Civic Action
Jrama Team during January highlighted the Civic .ction Program at Det A=3L3,
Tue Phengte
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de IV CT2

(1) On 19 Nowembery a ceremony was held to commemorate the
opening of the new school at Ba Xoai. For this ceremony a spceial rccorded
broadcast was made by a Cambodian Buddhist monk. Thc tapc thankod the GVN
and VNST for aiding in the building cffort, After the ccremony, a L-10 air-
craft flew over broadcasting the same message in order to raamch a greater
portion of thce population. The missicn of the exploitation was to cement

the rclationship between the VNSF, GVN and the local ethnic Cambodian
pcpulation,

(2) In November, Det A-413 (BIT) captured members of the VC
263rd MF Bn., Thc RW's were brought into Company D whore they were intors
viewed for intclligence and PSYOPS purposcse One AW wrcte a l.aflet and made
two tapes dirccted at other mombers of the 263rd Bn,

(3) In January, 99 MEDCAP patrols were conducted and 15,791
ma, azines, 74,155 newspapers, 6,250 pamphlcts and 8,080 posturs were
distributed, A total of 311 movics were shown at 61 locations to appraxe-
imately 40,520 people., Appraximatcly 7,025,000 loaflets were distributull of
which 6,563,000 werc cdelivered frem aircraft. Fifteen rallics and lectures
were held and cattended by 1,590 people. Psychological operztions nnd face
to frce discussions with th. l.adcrs by Dotachment L-421 resultcd in the
rcturn of 150 KKK Cambodian soldicrs through the Chieu Hei program.

6, (U) PSYORS
a. I CTZ

(1) The most significant incident resulting from the usc of
Psychological Opurations in I CTZ during thc month of November was the
incrcasc of Hoi Chanh. In threc cases the information gaincd from the Hoi
Charnwas considered rcliable enough to exploit fully, The primary media
uged for cxploitation were leaflcts and loudspeaker broadcasts, Intcrrogation
has revcaled thaot the best time to make loudspuzker appeals is between 1800~
2000 hours,which is th. timc that the Viet Cong hold their propaganda mectingse.

(2) An operation conducted on 21 Deeember at Ticn Phuoe was a
combincd military and PSYOP opcration. ilith the ground forccs werc a loud-
spcaker team and on armcd propaszanda tcam from the 2LLth PSYOPS Company. In
conjunction with ground opurations, acrial loudspeakor and lcaflet flights
were cenducteds The people were urged to move to the safe area and Chicu Hol
appcals were made, As 2 result, three Hol Chanh and 203 refugecs moved into
the safc area, On 25 December,thrco NVA rallied at Thuong Duc. Within U4S
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ninutes after the camp notificd the C wsam, an 02B ailreraft was over the
target making an appcal to the enemy in the area to rally. On 27 December,
this same camp spotted small groups of NVA moving in tho same areca., Within
two hours a tape was cut at the C tcam and was broadecast ovir the area,

Ll Ay Lo

(3) During, the month of January,109 MELGAPS® wcre conductede
Approximatcly 21,800 poople were trcated during these MEDCAPA, Face-to-face
propagandn was conducted with the themes of supporting GYN and of rcporting to
authcritics all VC ~ad NVA activities. PSTOP publication material distributed
during the month u. January was as follows: 2,000 magazincs, 2,350 ncwspapers,
13,700 pamphlcts, and 2,510 postcrs, Approximately 24,105,600 leaflets were
disseminatcd of which 55,600 were distributcd by hand, Twenty=one cnd onc
half hours of loudspecaker operations were conducted. A1l themes followed the
JUSPAO puidlines distributed for the Tet period,

PRI, LR y—
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1 be. II CTZ

§ (1) FPsycholopical operations have been very cffective during

: ilovember as indicated by the inarcase. in the number of Hol Chanh who rcturned

. to thc GVM. One of the contributing factors of this incrcase was the immcdiate
i uso of Hol Chanh as a propaganda vchicle. Planning was bcgun to exploit the

Chiistmas and Tet Holidayse. Construction of a joint war monument to all
soldicrs killed fram Dotachment A-237 was bogun in the tcwn of Luong Son.
This monumcnt will serve as an cxample of the sacrifices made by all
Victnamese during tho war,

(2) During DeccmberyL9 hours of aircraft and loudspeaker
missicns wore flown and 4,062,450 lcatlcts wore dropped throughout the Corps
area, 4 total of 338 hours of ground loudspeaker operaticns were also
conducted and 52,600 leaflcts werc disseminated by hand during thesc

operationt. These PSYOP missions resulted in a total of 21 Hoi Chanh for the
month of Dcccmber,

(3) PSYORS activitics during Jamuary were again highlightcd by
the offective dissominatddn of lcaflcts aind timely broadeosts of taped appeals
to Vict Cong and North Victnamese JArmy units, Airborne missicns accounted
for the dissemination of 3,106,800 lcaflots : nd 3045 hours of loudspeaker
operations, on thc ground 30,660 leaflets and 33L.2 hours of loudspeakor
broadcasts werc made in conjunction with combat operations. Rcturnees during
this rcporting period totaled 20, Elewen of these Hol Chanh rcported that
leaflcts had caused them to return to the GVN, while eight attributcd their
foturn to loudspoaker opcrations., The contimiing success of the psyops program
in II CTZ may bc attributed to the rapid f£illing of requosts for airborne

missions, During January, eight missions were requustcd and scven missions
were flown.

g
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ce III CT2

(1) On 15 Novcmber, four local Montagnard Viet Cong, which
included onc squad loader, ralliod to district headquarters. The Hoi Chanh
trought their rifles with them, The squad lcader made a tape asking tho
reat of his squad to rally and the tape was playod from a U=LO aircraft.

(2) At Chi Lang, B-32, the rnumber of personnel to Chicu Hoil
incs~eased by 30% from November and was a'result of the extensive loudspeaker
woadeasts and lcaflet drops. At Bu Dop, Dutachment i-3L1, Christmas gifts
amd clothing wore distriouted to the CIIG dupondents and the inhabitants of
81 Dop hamlct, This was a timely morale bocster since it followed numcrous
attacks on the camp sarlicr in the month, The result was a favorable
psychiclogloal impact on the CIDG troops and population in thc arca.

(3) During January, 33 EDCAP's were conducted with approximately
6,600 pcrsons receiving its benefits, Throughout IIT CTZ approximatcly 61
medical aids wore trained and is uxpected to contributc greatly to medical
an2 hecalth an’ sanitation prosrams prescntly beilng conducted in this Corps.

(4) Thc following numburs of PSYOP periodicals were distributeds
L,k00 magazines, 5,640 ncwspapers, and 71 posturs, Thore were 7,165,500
distributedby air, Sixty-eight hours of loudspeaker operatiuns were condus.ed
of which 37 hours worc conducted on the ground. Company A focuscd the majocity
of 1ts PEYOPS support in January on Dct B-36's Opcration YELLOWSTONE which
ended on 25 Jan 68, During this opcration 1L PSYOP missions werc flown
against the NVA ar?! VC units in Det B-36's TACR for a total of 6,442,000
lecaflets air-dropped and 9 hours and LS minutes of acrial broadcast timce
Themes cmploy.( werc Chieu Hoi, Ask thu Pecople, What docs Chieu Hoi mcan
to the NVA soldiuvr, Weapons, fieward, Scare, and Chicu Hol Tct themese Tet
thomes were cmployad after 1 Jan 68 to cxploit the cnumics desire to return
home for the Tet scason,

de IV CT2

(1) In Novcmbor, Dotachment A-l21, Ba Xoai, with support from
thce Company D cnglncer detachment, repaired the rcad from Ba Xoal to De
Hoac in Chau Doc Province, making it ncgotiablc to all pcdestrian wand
vi.hicle traffice On 19 November 1967, the Ba Xoal school was officially
opened by religlous, military, and GVN district oificials., Two days prior
to the official opening, clothing, school kits, znl! classroom charts were
distributed to the school children, On opcning day District distributed
cancdy and health kits to the children. Dctachment B-J3, Cao Lanh, provincial
rcfuges cadre made a preliminary visit to My fin District to roegister rcfugoes.
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F This cnabled the refupses to rcceive support under the GVN refugee program.
Previously they had b.cn supported largely through US channcls. Sixty=five
cl~ims were procoussed unde the MILCAP program in.Vovombor. The sipnificant
factor about this is that tho claims were for damages that occurred approxi-
matcly one month prior. Up to 18 months werc proeviously requircd for the
processing «f these claims, At Dotachment AeL3l, Cai Cai, dosk tops for tho
camp sche  werce constructed from discardced ammunition boxes by thce Camp
Strike Force POLWAR Squad. On 2L Novumbery the US.SF Executive Oftficer of the
dutachment and his VNSF counterpart visited Ap Choed ol and discusscd with
the peoplo their ncuds, It was declded a school for the 200 plus village
childrcn was nocdeds, A 8ite was selected and plans were made for construction,
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(2) 1In Deccmixr at Binh Thanh Then, over 400 people turned out
to work on repairing the road from District Headquarters to Binh Thanh Thon
which was damaged by the anmual flocds. Through this display of >mmunity
spirit, the road is once again fully operatianal. A trash removal projcct
wag also completud at 3inh Thahh Thon. A sanitation cart now goes around
the villa;e three times a weck collecting garbage and has inercascd the
walth.and sanitation of thy village considcrably., A public theater was
constructed at Long Khot. The theater is opened to all civilian and military
personnel in the arca, 4t Chau Doc, B-h2, an animsl hLusbandry program was
instituted. 1 tun month old Duroc boar was purchascd along with three younger
boars and clcwven young sows. A large swine herd is oxpected in the futurc
with a goal of cstablishing a source ¢f muat for the pomulacc. At Thuong Thol,
4-L32, progress was made in developing a functioning civil government.
Responsibilitics for maintenance of varicus public facilitics werc previously
never fixed,  Ac a result, when thoe villac water pump broke down, no one
fixed it bocavse no apency was given thie responsibility for its maintcnancc.
The GA/PO Officer at this location explaincd to the District Chicf the necossity
of assigning responsibilitics to th: various civil elements, The Government
hos now learned the imrortance of as..gning rcsponsibilitics to its offices.
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oanifiien

RN, ST S oy T

) (3) During January, thc pcoplc of Kicn Phong Province displayed
their appreciation for the¢ support rendurcd by Detachment A=U13A in the
operation ¢f the public theater at Lony Khot, Theoy donatcd 9600$VN to
purchasce musical instruments and to support ncedy familics. On 23 January
in Cao Lanh (B-43),539 war victims werc given cooking oil, bulpur wheat,
clothing and school kits during the "Spring of Trees" annual cceremony.
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7. (U) Personnel and Administration

&, Command Strength - The following figures represent the assignred ard
attached strength of the Group for the reporting period:

(1) At. the beginning of the reporting period:

OFF 59,
10 27
4 2629

3250

(2) At the end of the reporting period:

OFF 577
wo 23
™ 2800

3400

b, Accounts with St. Louis, Baltimore, and Japan for pinpoint dist-
»ibution have been cstablished for the Group Headquarters., Noticeable improvement
in the ability of the command to maintain regulation refurence sete and provide
sufficient supplies of forms will not occur until all companies have cstablished
thelr own accounts,

¢. Recent acruisition of two multilith machines and five 3¥ photo-
copiers will preatly improve the quality of the Group's reproduction capabilities
as soon as the Group obtains nceessary supplies to operate the machines on o cone
tiruous basis,

d. Awards and Decorations: The following awards and decorations
were approved during the rencrting period:

IL.WARD TOTAL
Distinguished Service Cross 6
Silver Star 62
Distinguished Flying Cross 6
Soidiers Medal 26
Legion of Merit 10
Mronze Star (V) 151
Bronze Star 346
hir Medal (V) 15
Lir Medal 250
hrmy Commerdation Medal (V) 95
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AVARD TOTLL
hrmy Commerdation Medal | 217
Purple Heart % 61
Combat Medical RBadge 38
Combat Infantry Badge 604,
Vietnamese Avards 226
Other US Awards (for non- 26

Special Forces personnel)
#NOTE: Docs not ineclude Purple Hearts awarded by hospitals,

e, Judge idvocatoe Scetion:

(1) The function of the SJA has been expanded to include a Foreirn
Claims Commissiont., This means that along with authorizatior for approving per-
sonal claims against the Government by U.S. personnel up to $500.00, the SJi can
also approve claims against the Govornment by Vietnamese or other foreign nation-
als up to $1000.00, This Foreien Claims Commission includes not orly 5tl: Special
Forcus Group's Forcign Claims but Foreign Claims for all units of I Field Force
Vietnam as wcll,

(2) Refcrence Summary Court Jurisdiction dowr to commanders at
tha C Detachment level: Since 5th Group Regulation 27-1 delegeted Jurisdiction
dovn to the C Detachment level, two C Detachments have used it. Incrcased coordi-
nation betweon SJi and Admin Suhervisors fa C Dotachments will be nacessary
to insure proper preparatior of records of trial and publishing of appointing
and promulagating orders,

e R B e 3
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I+ A&R and Speeial Servicess

TN A T

(1) The Special Services program has expanded its facilities with
the addition of a regulation temnis court, addirg a roof to the handball court
and construction of horseshoe rits. Currcent plans center around initiating a
~hoto=lab dark room and a sun bathing ares,

TN e

) (2) The suprly of athletic wcuipment has bcen replenished by
obtaining more softhalls, bats, hasketballs, hardhall gloves, hardballs, temnis
rackets and tennis halls,

N ~'m_,~v;~,z_rm:rf7¢”f.

g. The Civilian Personncl Office has initiated a study of the Group's
Civilian Perscnnel. The madr arcas to be covered are th2 justification of posi=
tions requiring civilians and possible areas of reduction of civilian persomeol.
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8., (U) Medicals:

a. CIDG iiedical Care:

(1) In November 1967, the CIDG hospital at Ban Me Thuot completed its
oxpansion fram' 15 to 30 beds, In addition, a major surgical capability was
installed to provide more extensive care of CIDG trocps in southern II Corns.

(2) The CIDG hospital at Da Jang bega: construction in January 1968
in order to expand L0 tc 80 beds. This expansion will provide more adequate
Tacilities for the treztment of ill and wounded I CTZ CIIG.

b. CIDG Hedical Training: An oight week basic aidman nourse was con-
ductad during December and January for 3L CTDG at Co B headquarters in Plaiku.
The course was conducted in various lontaznard dialects in an effort to orovide
nore formal training for CTDG platoon aidmen.

¢. Preventive Medicine: Approximately 145,010 CIDG and Vietnamese ¢i=
viliansinI and I7 CTZ were immumized against bubonic plague with indirenous vac-
cine. The program was completed on 10 Dacember 1947,

d. Narcotics control: On 8 Dec 67, 4 new narcotics control regulation
uas published by Sth Spacial Forces uroup (Abn). This regulation provides for
adequate accountability of narcotics and sensitive drugs and yet takes into
account the country-wide deployment of S5th SFGA, the fact that Special Forces
edical eidmen perform the services of battalion surgeons, and the unique problems
ancountered in supporting indigenous irregular forces,
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9., (C) Signal

a. The Group Signal Officer has developed and is presently evaluat-
ing a simole, conlinucus signal Agent Radio for use by friendly agents in villapes
aear CIDG c.mpss (See paragraph 5, inclocare mumber L), Paragraoh L of the same
imclosure aigc.ousses the airbeat communications system developed by the Sth SFGA
Signal maintenance facility.

b, Sipnal Company has placed the AN/TSC-26 in operation as the
CS in the Group Euerfcucy Net. This $L50,000 radio set also acts as an
cmergency back-up to the Communications Center and has the capability of CW,
vdicz, and Racdio Teletype Transrd srions. The radio also possesses the capability
‘o receive burst transmi.cdon broadcasts and can handie up to 19 teams operating
in & UW or clandestine role.

c. Compaiy A.

) (1) On two occasions during the quarter the Company A commo
section reinforced "A" detachments with personnel and equipmeht when the camps
ceme under heavy attack. loc Ninh (A-331) was provided antenna equipment and
versonnel to assizt in radio installation and operation, thus allowing camp
radio operators to recuperate from the strain of the attack. The communications
bunker at Bu Dop (A-3Ll) was destroyed by fire and within three hours after the
:ncident had occurred,Company A com:.o personnel had arrived by helicopter with a
<omplete replacement issuve of communications equipment., These personnel remained
2t Bu Dop until the communications equipment was installed and the camp radio
operators werc geady to assume normal duties several days later,

(2) To counter the VC thrcat to camp communications,all camps
in III CTZ have been equipped with radios to provide 100 percent back up to
sirgle side ba:d, CW, and F¥ radios in an emergemcy communicetions bunker, If a
camp commo tunkar is destroyed in the future, the camp has spare equipment
available to operate until renlacement items arrive,

(3) During the pre-deployment phase of Detachment A-351,
Duc Hue, a communications fmcility was constructed in an empty AN/GRC-26
communication shelter, This system provided for all needed communication
uetg and simultane™irly provided an easily transportabie unit. Within aours
after arriving at the new site, appropirizte systems were constructed and the
comrmunications facility was in full oper~tion,

d. Company D.

(1) Antenna Tower Construction: Erection of the AB-105
antenna towasr was planned and commenced during December 67. ®lans call fcr
eventual construction of some 20 to 25 towers throughout Co D detachments. To
date, threc towers have buen completed with construction on five additional towers
underway. Depending on camp defense requirements, heipht of towers varies fram
LO to 73 feet, the Jover heirht being usced to prevant masking camp defensive fire,
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(2) liaison comrunications team consisting of two radio
oprators was provided to 7th ARVN Division during January 1968 in connection
with the activation of Detachment A-L16, Communications provided included both
'™ and SSB facilities working out of 7th ARVN Div TOC.

(3) Preparations for communications support for ncwly activated
Detachment A-416 included plenning for commumdcations bunker, signal plans and
TOE equipment issues.

(L) HT-1 Radioc Policies: A survoy conducted during November
indicated 2 large proportion of HT-l radios at the dctachment level were not
c¢irectly controlled by VNSF. Policy letter, dated 2 Dec 67, wes published to all
commanders to effect the hand receivt of all HT-1 radios to the VNSF, At the
same time, additional issues of HT-1's were rcccived to permit the fulfillment
of TOE authorizations for all CSF units.

. (5) Planning was initiated for use of VHF circuits between
Company D and Detachmunts B-41, B-h2 and B}3, Circuit requests, initially
submitted to 52nd Signal Bn, arz being resubmitted through DCA, On approval and
cstablishment of VIIF systems, existing in company RIT systems will revert to
back-up systems,

(6) During November/Dccumber, IV Corps Senior Advisor
announced the formation of the Lhith Special Zone to coordinate the general arca
of operations designated for Spocial Forces clements in the IV CTZ. Initial
rlans contemplated th:: usc of Svecial Forces comaunications systems to support
the new zone, In addition, Special Forces communications personnel v.uld
provide advisory sumport to RF anc PF units and the ARVN communications platoon
serving the new Zone. Subseguent changes reduced the original mission to one
basically of signal support through the use cf Special Forces communications
systems within th: Lith Special Zone. The advisory role of communications
versonnel in Company D was dropped with the activation of a separate advisory
team in support of the Lhth Special 2Zone,
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SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned for Quarter Ending 31 Jan 68 (U)
10, (C) Engineer:

a. Most of ths period covered by this report was spent in new camp
construction and in obtiining persompel to man the engineer staff required at "C"
detachment level. Operational control of the "C" detachment being decentralized
to the corresponding corps area cormander or scnior US advisor continued to work
to advantage from the engineering standpoint in that ¢ngineer suppoet could be
coordinated directly between the SF engineer at the "C" detachment and the senior
engineer staff officer in each corps area., The major problem encountered in all
areas continued to be movement of consiruction materials to our Job sites, the
majority of which arc accessible only by air. inother proilem area was the support
of established camps in need of major or minor rchabilitation, It was evident
that few “AM" detachments, however willing and able, possessed the necessary time
or technical knowledge to undertzke extensive rehabilitation projects, Their
time necessarily was as advisors to VESF elements. Regular enginccr units are
reluctant to fragment their commands to the extent dictatad by the kind of projects
that need doing at "A" detachment level, usually a squad or less being rcauired,

i study is underwzy to determine what type of engineer support would serve the
SF requirements most efficiently in Vietnam.

b. New camp construction and rchabilitation construction was conducted
at the following detachments by the units indicated:

DETACHMENT UNLIT
A-236 (Bu Prang) KB team 2
A-231 (Tieu Atar) KB team 1 & 20th Engr Bn
Urdesignated (Ban Het) KB team 4 & 299th Engr Bn
B-50 (Ban Me Thuot) KB team 3
4-416 (My Dien II) KB team 2
A=351A (Duc Hue) ARVIN 30th Engr Bn
£-323 (Thien Ngon) US 588th Engr Bn
Undesignated (Katum) US 588th Engr Bn
h=3L1 (Bu Dop) KB team 2
h=245 (Dak Seang) KB team 3 & KB team 4
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11, (S) Comptroller:

a, CIDG PAY RAISE: Effective 1 Jan 68 CIDG soldiers were given a net
innrease on pay oF LOBVN, This raise was implemented cormensurate with an ARVNAF
r~ise and was necessary to offset the rising cost of living within Vietnan,

b, BURIAL EXPENSES: Effective 1 Jan 68 the autherized burial expense
for CIDG was raiscd JTrom 2O0VN to LOOCHVN,

¢, FJELD AUDIT PROGRAM: An intensified field audit program has becn
initiated and forty-two field detachments were visited in November and Deccember,
the purpose of these audits is to review fund handling procedures, verify account-
ahility and assist the funds officers when required,

d, MID YEAR BUDGET REVIEW: The Parasol Switchbacic budget review was
conducted at the SFOB from 29 Jan through 1 Feb 68. The purpose of the review was
to update the FY 68 Command Operating Budget. &n additicnsl 10,1 million dollars
will be required teo fund the anticipated ammunition pregram for tne remainder of
FY 68, The original and revised COB are as follows (figures in millions),

1968 INCRE,.SES AND 1968

ORIGIN.L COB DECRE:.SES REVISED COB
PEMA $29.2 +310.1 $39.3
IN-COUNTRY OMA 51,2 - 5.0 L6.,?
OUT-0F -COUNTRY OMA 24.8 + 5.0 29.8
TOTAL: $105.2 +$10.1 $115.3

‘The net increase in funding requirements is attributed to the following factors:

(1) The shift of Special Forces camps from relatively pacified areas
in the interior to hotly contested VC main infiliration routes located cn the
Laotian and Cambodian borders, These new camps arc in daily contact with the encmy.

(2) New mission requirements directly rclated te U. S. operaticn
"York" and “San Angelo". Special Forces participation was not programmed in the
original combined campaign plan CY 68, 4B~1h3.

e, COMMND MANAGEMENT: This staff section implemented the Command
Irogress Report during the month of Nov 67. This report reflects the progress of
the staff and speclal staff, in their area of interest, i.e., S1; Personnel Status;
Civilian Pe “sonnel; R&R Program; ficcidents; S3 Personnel Status - CSF @0l and MSF
904; S5 Ra liers induced by Psychological Operations; Comptroller - Status of Funds
In-Country OMA, Field Audits of igent Officers; Signal - Traffic Volume at SFOB
Communications Center, Incoming and Outgoing. The Com.amd Progress Report is a
command management tool for decisjon making by the Grcup Commander. (Sce inclosure
number 7, Command Progress Report).
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AVGB-C 15 February 1966
SUBJECTt Operational Report - Lessons Leurned for Quarter Ending 31 Jan 68 (U)

1. (C) Personnel
a, ITEM: Processing of Camp Strike Force Personnel, (Det B~33)

DISCUSSION: It has been noticed on arrival of troops from the Training Center
at Trang Sup that they have not had proper procescing prior to their arrival
at the canps. Specifically they have been without pictures for their pay cards
and without the proper issue of clothing and equiprenty This practice causes
an unnecessary admimstrative and logistical burden on the gaining unit,

OBSERVATION: A rolution to this problem is to have all pcrsonncl complctely
processed at the CIDG Traiming Center prior to being shinped to their new
duty station with completed pay cards with photo and a comnletc issue of
weapons and equipment,

t, ITEM: Briefing of Incoming Gfficers {Dot B-32)

DISCUSSION: Upon an officer's arrival in couniry, he is piven very many
oricntation briefings, However, at SFOB and company level, tlese briefings

are broad in score and peneral in nature, When the officcer arrives at the

B dotachment he requires more intensive and dotailed bricfings and oricntations
in order to properly accomplish his mission,

OBSUERVATION: This detachment has initiatcd an extensive briefing/oricntation

pragran for newly assigned officers. New A detaclment cormanders reccive a

thoroupgh operations aud intelligence bricfing which completely familiardzes
then with cnery and friendly situation in their assigned TAOR's. This orien-
tation includes activitics for th~ past 3 months, the present, and projeccted
nlans for the next 30 days. They recelve o comprehensive, but not as detailed
briefing on adninistrative procedvres. Becausc the exp:riencc lcvel of most
officars assipned as A detachment XO's is relatively low, and because of tk
myriad of administrative requiraments, thesc officers undergo an informal
training scssion in preparation of an operationnl fund report, pcrsonncl pro-
cedures, processing of awards and decorations, and logistical procedvres, All
afficers rceceiva an intensive briefing on Cia/PSYOPS activities and cormunica-
tions, This am.lows all offic:rs to be thoroughly oricnted on all existing
reouirements and oroccdvres ~nd become effcctive much more cuickly when they
ret on site,

c, ITENM: Relaxation of "A" dctachuent rmembers off site (Det 38-32)

——

DICCUSSION: ‘lorking on an A sitc can be phrsically and nmentally exhausting, and
A detachrent mebers can use a oariodic break, This is especially true when a
ncw A camp is being constructed,

OBS+RVAT)ON: By kceping twe rnombars of tho A dotachment off site ot 2ll tines
for two or threc days, each man can be piven a noriodic break ov.ry two or three
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woeks, This keeps 10 men on site, vhich is enough to accomplish the wmission,
and the periodic break gives the men a change to rest up and go full steam
when he ¢ets back.e The time and number of men off site can be varied as the
situation and mission dictate, but the principle renains valid,

do ITEli: Showing of 1émm iHotion Pictures (Co A)

DISCUSSTON:t Previously remote "A" detachment locations have not bucn able to
see Tfive 16mm motion pictures per week¢ Since this is the only real form of
¢ vertaliment a detachient can afford or obtain it was of major concern to the
commander, "3" dctachments had only ohe film occount and the lack of heli-

copter transportation did not allow the limitcd number of films to be
circulated daily.

OBSLRVATION: A solution was provided by obtaining two film accounts for cuch
TE" detachment. One account is for the "3" tcam on a daily circuit basis,

The othcr account for th. "A" teams provides five films per week that circulate
to all "AY,tcams which are turned in aftcr being secn by all A" teans. A
helicopter shifts the films from cawp to camp once a weck,

¢. 1iti: Processing Hemains of Pcrsonnel KIA. (Co 4)

Di{3JUSSIONs Tt was found that old procedures for randling the remains of
personnel KIA were not satisfactory. 3odies in sowx cascs took several days
to arrive at a shipping mortuary, Coordination for identification, ccrtificate
of death, movement of the body and personal cffects, and care of the remains
was not as good and efficient as it could "»ave been. Past cxamplcs have taxcen
several days bcfore the body has arrived at a mortuary in RV,

OBSEFV..TION: All handling of remains and administration is taken carc of oy
the Company Adjutant. 3odies arc imnediatcly evacuated by US.SF tec Company A
he:dgu rters where identification ic effuctes! by two pcoople, and the decth
certificate is pronared by the Company Suricon. Personal cifects are remcvid
from the bodie (cxcert ID card an? do; tags) for later turn~in. The renains
are tren imaedintely delivered directly to a US: Guartiernaster Graves
Regpis'~ation unit without going through any 2;.ney or hospital. This usunlly
takea only several hours as compared to days before »nd is entirely US.SF
controllea and operated, It is much faster, mor. cfficicnt, and gives butter
care tc the body., Immediate follew up action 15 taken to obtain identification
ca~ds or cog tags if they are not on the vody, and also the i.alth and Jdental
records arc obtained for the mortuary so that final confirmation of the
idcntification can ov made. This saves the -ody from scing deleyed in COWUS
for an F3I check prior tc relecasc to the HO0K,
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f. ITEM: Handling of Perscnal.Zf:..cts. (Co A)

DISCUSSION: The systen for nrocessing nursonal effects for US~SF, KIA, HIA

and WIA medically cvacunted was not timoly, invclved unduve transportation

and administration, and¢ had otlier undesirablc asmects, Distribution of

hospital evacuation ordars takcs in scme cases L4 to 6 wecks beforc the pcrscnal
effzcts officer can turn effects into a transportation office. For KIA's and
;ili'a a summary court offizer for each case had to be appointed on orderse.

~Jhen ordcrs were received the sumary officer had tc ship eff:cts, write letters,
and complete paperwork to hipgher headquarters, and conduct any claims action

that might ariss at a later date, These actions in many cases toock three months
or more to complete,

OBSERVATION: The present system cclls fcr all personal effects in KIA's and
MIATs To be turned into a Quartcrmaster Graves registration point iimediately
after death or determination of MIA, All processing, administration, and
shipping is handled by the servicing mortuary., In th: case of WIA personnel
who are medically evacuated this headquarters monitors the medical condition
of each man and collcets his personal effects prior to departure from RVN

if he is scheduled for evacuntion. The only restriction to this practice is
that thc individual can only carry 80 lbs of effects with him. In most cases
howevcr, the USASF soldier does not excced this welght limit., This system
allows thc effects tc accompany the individual through his MEDEV.C channels
rather than having them follow him some 30 days later.

ge ITEM: Implementation of Service sward Prorram (Co A)

DISCUSSION: Previously a high n:rcentege of the members of this command
rotated without their achievements nd scrvice in Vietnam being recognized
by suitable awards,

OBSERV,TTON: This headovarters now maintains 90, 60 and 30 day loss rostors.
Commandcrs are informe¢ of upcoming nirsonnel losses and are required to
submit apnropriatc recommendations for award. Suspense dates arc set and
maintained by am-repriate messares and command emphasis. This hoadquarters

is informed when »nersonnel do not merit award, This system Insarcs just
recognition of scrvice and achievement.

h, JTEM: Appointment of A2D Officers anc Board. (Co &)

DISCUSSICN: Previously many recommendations fcr awards reccived at this
1eadquarters evidenced poor composition, nrenaration and editing.

OBSURV TTOH: The amointment of an A&D officer or NCO arvart from the B

detachment S1 and company lovel D beard to monitor recommendutions at the

lowest practical level has sipmificantly immroved the cquality of recommendations
leaving this headquarters.
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i. ITEM: Security of CIDG Funds, (Co L)

' i 1:ISCUSSION: Many new field comanders fail to have the combimtion changed
.n the sefe containing CIDG funds and place little or no importance on

i changing the combination when a new XO comes into the team. This situation
i »~esults from a lack of knowledfe conc.rning the mechamics of changing the
combinations and leaves both the comander ~nd the X0 inww precarious
ncsition should their be some discrepency in the monthly fund report or a
loss of funds,

OBSEFY..TICN: An excellent method to remedy this situation is to institute a
orogram vhereby the C detachment Funds Officer has the mean.: to train the

: B detichment's Funds VYfficer who in turn train thc executive offic-vs in

; the /4 detachments, This program is especially rewarding if followeu up by
frequent trips to the subordinate detachments by the C detaclhment Funds Officer.

’
f Jo ITEM: dorkdng Hours cf Civiljﬁ Employecs, (coa)

QISCU‘.S%ON: Problems have arisen in the mast when certain workers arrived
fexr wor ate osnd left carly. 1t was ncticed that the same pecple tend to
vose this problem time and time arain; this is cecstly and has an advurse
effect on the mrrale of the other workers,

r OBSTRVATLION: Thi formation of a motor vecl has resvlted in greater vobk ﬂ*"’l
oul pu a lower attrition rzote. 4n cld bus was nurchased to provide .
free trhnsportation tc ard from work on a repular schedule, The bus driver

is alsoLa laborer emnloycd with the other werkers, This system is narticularly
~ffoctive becauss the CPO can strictly enforce the bus drivers working hours.
The other workers realize the bus driver can not leave before a specific time
and must be on schedule the next morning, Their interest in free transportation
hn8 ylelded more man hceurs for this HQ.

]
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2, (C) Operations

a, ITEM1 Effectiveness of Comp Strike Force Soldiers in  (Co C)
Combined Operations with FWMAF Units,

DISCUSSIONs Camp Strike Force (CSF) units are more effective when employed
Wi th Free World iHlitery Armecd Forces ( FWMAF) units.

OBSZRV..TION: CSF arc more responsive and their lenders more cooperative on
operations conducted in conjunction with FWMAF units for the following rcasons:

(1) They are more aware of their fire sumport, resupply, aire
11ft, and medevac capabilities immediately available to them,

(2) Their discipline is improved because of their respect for
the strength of the unit to which they are att:ched, as opposed to in-
depehdent CIDC operaticas,

(3) They are inspired.to greater heights with more daring in
tactical onperations with FAMAF units with the knowledge of supcricrity in

numbers, fire power, and a professional knowledge in the concuct of eugh
operations,

be ITEM: Capabilities and Linmitations of Camp Strike Force (Co C}
Units in Combined Operations,

DISCUSSION: The FWMAF commander must be aware of the capabilitics and
Timitaticns of the CSF trocps,

OBSERVATIONs (1) Capabilities:

a. CIDG troops can travel lighter anc faster tham FWM.F
trecps on the rround. For this reason, they can best be employed in the mest
Mfficult terrain or slowest avenue of prounc approache

b, Because of thelr small staturc and lipht equipment,

-aircraft requircments for trocp 1ifts are substantially redvced, More CSF

troops can be lifted within a single heliconter than can FWMAF soldiers,
therefore requiring less helicopter 1ift surport aircraft,

€« CSF in the field require considerably less 'logistical
support than for a comparable numbor cf FWILF troops,

d, CSF olements purform exceptionally well as the point
~r lead element by virtue of their knowledge of the terrain, trail nets, and
cnemy characteristics in the area, CSF may be attiched tec FWMAF units in a
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variety of compositicns. One (1) platoon of CSF directly attached to one

(1) platoon of FWMAF has advantages of simplified control and coordinat on,
Platoons or squad. sized CSF elcments, maintaining tactical integrity
integrated and scatiered throughout a battalion have demonstrated a rease
in CSF fighting ability; however, problems have resulted from an ing ~clent
number of Special Forces advisors to accompany these separate CSF elen..ntse
Conversely, company or larger CSF umits operating as an independemt element of
A battalion lose some of the advantages gained through close association with
IWMAF troopse

&+ In the past, SF camps have demonstrated an 2bility to react
quickly to requests for CSF augmentations tc FWMAF units. The indivicdual CSF
soldier requires a minirmum amount of time to ready himself for an operation,

£, Both thc SF camp intellipence nets, and the individual soldier
on operations can nrovide timely intelligence to F/MAF units that othecrwise
would not be available,

g. SF camps and the nroea immediately around the camp provide
ready-made, relatively secure, locations for fire support bases, staging areas,
and forward command posts,

(2) Limitations:

ae CSF elements on opcrations have limited firc power consisting
mainly of small arms, M=79's, and 60mm mcrtars.

be The personality of cormanders within the CSF clements may be
complex and produce a wide range of nwrformance frem one element to another, and
cccasionally from one day to the next..

Ss The US Special Forces advisor functions as an "advisor® and
his ability tc influence CSF elememts in the field will vary from virtuzl
direct command to neelble influcnce,

4. Th. missions assipned to the CSF should be kept uncomplicated.
CSF units lack the flexibility to cope with hurried alternate plans of action,
involved schemes of maneuver, or drastic changes enroute. .

8. CSF troops will not remain effcctive in the field for any
extended period of time. The specific number of days that a given element of
CSF can remain effectively attached to FWMAF units in the field 1s dependent
on a multitude of factors, Exporience indicates that rotation of CSF clcments
is necessary during any sustained opcrations lasting over a period of ten (10)

to fifteen (15) days,. -
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SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned for Quarter Ending 33 Jan 68 (U)

f£. Thc genecral state of training of CSF is limited to small
unit patrolling anc tactics, and indivicual weaponry; therefore, a large
coordinated assault or an attack on a fortified position, may exceed their
capabilitys. Specialized techniques such as river crossing, bridging, or
demoldition destruction are not within the capability of the individual CSF
soldier, and could possibly create difficulties for the FWMAF surporting units.

ge CSF units may require the augmentation of FWHMAF personnel to
meet tactical radio communication requirementsy ie, the Speclal Forces advisor
will need an RTO to aid him in maintaining a twenty-four (2L) hour nct. and
cther nets, as required, with conrdinating FWIMAF units,

he The CSF emphasizc the evacuation cf wounded,and th- recovery
and evacuation cf dead., Tc this extent, operations may be susnended or
temperarily torminated until this requirement is met,

cs ITEM: Camp Strike Force Heliborne Operations (Co C)

DISCUSSION: Indercndent airmobile CSF cperations greatly increase the
effcctivenoss ¢f CSF assets.

OBSERV'TIONS: Helilifting CSF troops intc an overational area. has the
following advantapes:

(1) Areas of the TACR can be penetrated that otherwise would require
a major effcrt to reconnoiter and/cr conduct tactical operaticns, either
because of terrain or enemy activity, cr both,

{2) Heliborne operations result in the better physical and mental
condition of thc CSF troops on their arrival intc thc arca of cperations. The
troops are fresh and are much more able to remain wiithin the spccific area of
operations fcr a lenger period of time,

(3) Heliborne operations normally have an inherent surprise feature
that catches enemy forces off guard., From past exnericence it has been proven
that heliborne cperations with CSF troops have resulted in higher casualties
to the enemy forces, and the capture of larper amounts of equipment and supplies,

(L) To re-emphasize o previous statement that less aircraft are
required to move a CSF unit than a comparable sized FWilAF unit,

de ITEli: Combincd Operations Problem Arcas (Ce C)

DISCUSSION: There are major re-occurring problem arcag conc.rning joint

TIAF ant CSF clements.
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SUBJECT: Operaticnal Report - Lessons Learined for Quarter Ending 3k Jan 68 (U)

OBSERVAITIONS The major ree-occurring problem areas invcelving Joint opcrations
between FAF and CSF units fall into the following basic categories:

(1) In the nast, thore has buen cccasional failure of FWMAF troops
to physically recognize CSF trocps as "friendlies™ and because cf this, toapic
results have cccurred. The single most effective deterrcent to mistaken
identificaticn is for lcw-level FWMAF commanders tc emphasize the presence cf
CSF elementd in thc units being jeintly associated with the tactical operation.
The incidence of mistaken identity is markedly reduced,

(2) Uncocrdination encroachment intc existing CSF TAOR's is not
uncowmori,. The attachment of any number of CSF undts to all FWMAF operaticns
inside a CSF camp T.0OR would serve to emphasize the need for continuing
coordination between the two forces., wWhen both forces have knowledge of each
other's nresence within the TAOR, it acts as a stimulus and allcws for additiomnl
support as rcquired from the CSF camp. More Speecificelly; Camp fire support,
guides, intclligence, blocking or maneuver forces, operational bases, and
camp reaction forces.

(3) lack of heliconters to conduct complete coverage of the TROR, and
surprise raids and assavlts. Thc major difficulty encounterecd in ccnducting
independently in advance to preclude the nccessity of orranizing and nlanning
alternate operations in the event the airlitt dces not materialize. Further,
the low priority assignec tc routine CSF airlift requests by III MAF and I Corps
elr mevement verscnnel results in far fewer airmobile CSF operaticns than their
notential warrants,

(L) PFire support during joint FiifiF and CSF operations within CSF
T:OR's have bcen hampered or needlessly <elayed while seeking politicel
clearance, Political clearance has eiready been approved for fire support
within the area bcunded by CSF TAOR!'s, and it is unnccessary for re=approval
tc be piven prior tec firing hcavy weapons, FWMAF units should be made aware
of this fact orior to operaticns,.

e, ITEM: Helicopter Assaults. (Co &)

DISCUSSION: In III CTZ it was found that lengthy Tactical Alr and irtillery
iz pPreparations accomplished little except to notify the enemy that a
helicopter assault was imminent and indicate the general location and directicn
of the inscrted elements,

OBSERVATION: The techmique of lengthy LZ preparations by either Tactical
Xr and/or heavy artillery pricr to heliborne assaults has been virtually
eliminated in the III CTZ CIDG progrom unless intelligence indicates a heavy
¢nemy concentration on primary 1Z, It was found thmt utilizing a 3 mimte
Lipght Fire Team IZ Prep immccdiately prior to insertion maximizes the cleament
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AVGBL CON FIP! 15 February 1968

SUBJICT: Opcraticnal Report - Lesscns Lenrned for Quarter Ending 31 Jan 68 (U)

cf- surprise and does not afferd th¢ enemy ample time to flee the ~rec os dees
an extensive artillery/TAC Air Prep.

f, ITEM: Landing 4cnes for Helicenter Assaults. (Det B-34)

DISCU3SIONs Coordination parties for helicopter ossaults can physically recor
landing zoncsy however, pilots fer the remaincer of the helicopter support
unit receive only a verbal description of the .onding z .e.

OBSE'NATION: A Polaroid camera will tcoke an excellant immcdinte photograph
of 2 prospective lamiing zone, The photcgraph can then be piven to the
coerdination party to take to home base for briefing other nilcts,e

ge JTEM: Deception in Helicopter Infiltraticns. (Dot B=36)

DISCUSSION: When infiltrating a tcam by helicopter the follrwing method was
used to deceive the enemy. The ships mzle twa or three fake landings on Li's
selected in the air and in cach case the team stayed on board. Cunships did
suwpress the fake landing LZ's but did not sunpress the actwl infiltration LZ,

OBSERVATION: The risk involved in ¢ry landings has always proven successful
to this task force sincc most conventional units place arty prepl's cn LZt's
thereby telling the enemy of the intended 1~ nding,

h. ITEM: Insorticn of Reaction Forces by Helicopter, (Det B-35)

DISCUSSION: It has been cbserved that several helicopter 1ift componics,
when inserting a reaction company intc contact, will make a pass over the
sceure L2's and then land on the second run. This allows the enemy tc move
their weapons te a position to bring maximum fire on the helicopters.

OBSCRVATION: Conrdination must be made with helicopter flipht cemmanders to
ifmpress upon them the impertance of landing immecdiately on a LZ once the word
has been received that the LZ is secure, Jiny trial passes merely increases the
nrobability of the enemy placing accurate fire into the incoming helicopters,

i, ITEM: Random Firing by Helicontors,. (Det B=33)

DISCUSS1ON: Both light fire tecams an¢ lonec helicbpters have continued te fire
cn C3F operations and civilinns within thc TACR's without clearing with the
ground couitmander or trying tc contact the operaticn on the ground.

OBSERVATION: Pllots must be briefed on TAOR's, call sipns and froquencies of
all units 1n thc area prior to operating in the area. Lack of clcarance from
the responsible ground commander must automatically preclude aircraft firing
in an area unless they are fired upon first,

CONFIDENTIAL
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SUBJSCT: Operational Ruport - lessons Learned for Quarter Ending 33 Jan 68 (U)

jo ITEM: Use of False LZ sarker for Tactical Air Strikes (Cc A)

DISCUSSION: When intellipence 'ind3cates o heavy enemy troop concentration on
or near the primary LZ znd an artillery/T.C Mr Prop is required, a falsc
smoke marker is dropped on the wrong enc of the insertion LZ to ccnfuse the
enemy .

OBSERVATION: The smoke marker usually indicates the end of LZ preparatery

Tircs to the enemy and *“. false marker is uscd to cénfuse the enemy as ‘to the
actual "tcuch dewn" point of the troop heliconters. After a one minute pause,

a double CBU run by TAC Air along truclines adjacent tc¢ the LZ is mdde followed

i immediatcly by heliccopter insertion, The short pause (approximatoly cne minutc)
followed by the final T.C Air CBU run comes as a complete surorise since the
encmy believes the LZ prop fires heve turminated. If VCAW. are in the immedinte
vicinity 'of the LZ, the finsl CBU run will confuse and pin him down until the
initial insertion is completed.

ko ITEM: TAC Air and Artillery as a Blocking Force. (Det B=36)
DISCUSSION: The use cf tactical air strikes and artillcry as a blocking force
Is most offective on a search and destroy mission. TAC air amd crtillery
can also be vlotted tec nroceed the friendly search and destroy operation which
will cpen up the jungle canopy making travel casisr and revcaling ernemy
installaticns to a prcater degree than only e ground search,

OBSERVATION: Control by sround ccrmand:r in FAC aireraft and S3 in C&C ship
is mandstery.

1. ITEM: Directing Close Air Support. (Det B-36)

DISCUSSION: when directing close air sunpcrt using either UTT's or TiC ~lways
include the followinz:

(1) fzimuth from your nosition tc the target.

(2) Distance from your position to the target.

(3) Direction you desire firing passcs to be mede (your position must
be known by suonorting aircraft).

OBSERVATION: If the direction of fire passces is nct given, all too often the
mrcralt will come in on the azimuth given from your pesiti-~n to the enemy.
This results in the aircraft firing over or intc the friundy nositions and
could cause friendly ¢ asualties.
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15 Fcbruary 1968
SUBIMECT: Operaticnal Report = Lusscns Learned for Quarter Ending 2 Jan 68 (U)

me ITE:: Assaulting Enemy Bunkers anc Trench Lines for (Dt Be36)
Rapid Seizure,

DISCUSSION: ‘Mhen assaulting enamy bunkers and trench lines it is necessary

to overrun enemy ncsiticns as quickly as mossiblc in ordur to capture WIA's

and documents, If stubborn resistance is met, napalm has been found best in
quickly ncutralizing the enemy,

OBSERVATION: It is nccessary to mark tc frent and rear of the friendly line

sc that the napalm can be delivered by TAC /idr without endanpering friendly
positions,

ne ITEM: Use of FiC by Ground Commander for C&C (Det B-36)
NISCUSSION:

OUften it is practical for a cemeander to -control grcund units
from o FAC aircraft. This leaves the C&C helicopter frce for the Arty FS
coordinator, aircraft commander, and fround unit S3. 1n the C&C ship onc of
the twc FM radios is tuned tc the command net, the other to the artilloery
frequency. The aircraft crmmander contrels his assets by use of UHF/VHF.

The commander controls the ground cluments frem the FAC aircraft by FM on
comnand frequency. This allows thce commander to insure TAC Alr is pk.ccd
cxactly where he wants it. 4t allows him tc stay on tarfet during the strike.

OBSZRV. TION: This method not cnly allows the ground commander to contrel the
strike, but also allows him to stay on target during the inscrtion cf thu
ordnance, Normally the C&C must clear the tarpct area for high perfrmuance
alrcraft. The 53 monitors the command net nnd can easily relay inf~rmation
tc the FOB without the command net by changing his FM set from low band
{vicc~wersa)s The FOB moniters and on beth high/lcvw band frequencies,

o« ITEMt Use of Mohawk SLAR Aircraft, (A-413)

DISCUSSION: This detachment has fained valuable intellifence fram the increased
Tge of Mohawk SLAR aircraft in this TAOR., These aircraft have spotted targcts

within the henvy weanons fan of our camp and thesc tarpets have becn immeciately
:ngaged by ~ur mortars and 75mm pack howitzers, However, most targets reported

are not within our rangc fan and we can nnly react with a frease pencil cn a
u's§ o

OBSSERVATION: An armed aireraft accompanying the Mohowk wceuld provide the needed
Immediate reaction canability. Many targets which now cannot be fired on could
be enpaged and destrcycd by the eccompanyling aircraft, The possibility cf team-
ing the Mohawk and "Spooky"™ should alsc be given consideration. This combination
could be particularly useful when our camps or outposts come under attacks The
reconnaissance aireraft could pinpoint enemy nositicns and mevements which
Spooky could engage and destroy.
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AVGS<C 15 February 1968
SUBJSCT: atienal Report - Lessons Learned for Quarter Ending 31 Jan 68 (U)
pe JTIEI: Control of fimmed 40-LT7 idreraft,, (Dot B-h1)

: DISCUSSION: It has beun found that the successful employment of ari.G ACU7

! TSpooky™ aircraft in supnort of fixed installations under enemy attack has

: been much less than desirable. Espcecially when only Victnamese cloments are on
the ground and, cn occasion, when cormmunication with the installation under
attack is lost,

03SCRVATION: Tc more cffcetively utdlize the firemower of armed aleL7 "Spocky™

aireraft in support of preund clements, US FuC or VR aircraft wit. a Victnomese

observer is used to maintain Zontact and more accurntoly identify enemy ¢luaments
cn the gcround.

qe 1780t Mincs and Bocbytraps Emplacings in old Mnbile (Det B-35)
Cucrrile Forcc (MGF) 4rcas, VC Bascs, Di's
Sumps, MSS's and Loft Available to the Enamy,

DISCUSSION: It was found that the encmy habituolly uscd iz same firc pits
vithin thelr base camps Grenades were placed under the coals of th se fire
pits. The pins were pulled and & thin string tied around the prenadce body to
secure the smocn. Fire wculd then causce the string tc break, then the -renade
weuld expiode. Enemy equipment was boobytraped or sabotaped, Projectiles were
removed frrom shell casings, the nowder filler was replaced with PENT obtained
from dctonating cerd, The projectiles werc replaced and the muniticns nlaced

» where it could be fcund, Use cf this ammunition wculd result in the charber

of the weapon cxplceding, causing injury tc the firer, Enemy an' US grenades were
disassecbled and the timing device (fuze) removed. Detenzting cans were ree-
placed without the timine device. This causes instant detonation of the grenade
once the firing lever is rel:ascd, killing or injuring the thrower. Claymorg
mnes werc left in base arcas and likely enemy avenues of aprreoach, The mine
woeuld be ducliprimed with a time device and a pull tync firing devices In the
cvent the dovice isn't trivmed within a snecified pericd of tim. the time

device will set off the mine. This also serves tc deccive the cnemy as tc the
actual locatior of the fri.ndly force and clears thc area sc that fricndly
forces reentering the area will not be injurcd by our mines in thc vieinity.
Sumps in thc base areas were boobyt:aped by placcment of M-ll mines, burying
srenacdes with pull wircs inside the summs an. attached te scmething the encmy
would likely to pull out. M-l mines were employed along likcly avenues of
anproach. The best position (lccation) was fcund tc be near logs or other
obstacles that a pourson would nermally sten over. It was fouad thet by wrapping
the mino with scveral turns of det cerd the casualty often dicd instecad of Just
bcing demobilized. Enemy. bodics were bocbytraped with null type devices coften
couaccted to claymore mines, M-5 pressure reloasc cevices ceanweted to prenades
and just »olain hand prenades with the pin pulled and positicned under the bedy.
The arm pits, small of the back, and knee jolnts were feund to be the bust places
for lecating grenades., Enemy equipment would be bocbytraped and loft after a

contact with the enemy. CONF‘DE’\'T,HL
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SUBJ:CT: Operational Ruport - Lessons Learned for Quarter Ending 31 Jon 53 (U)

OBSERVATION: 1t sheuld be mertioned that cvery effort should he made to

cocrdinate, both within the operating unit and adjacent crfanizations,a system 1
whereby fricendly trocps cntering onc of these areas is fully apnrised cf the

fact that the above anti-puerrilla methods have been implemented, FE

r. JTEM: Bocby Trapping of VC Structurcs. (Dot B-32)

DISCUSSION: The VC will frequently remove the nin from 2 hand fremnde, put a )
string or elastic band around it, and plnce it in a structurs in such » manner
that if the structurc is dostroyed, the hand rrenade will go off,

OBSERVATION: ‘then destroying VC structures, a scarch shculd first be made fer f
possible bocby traps. Sven gfter this is done, destructien shruld be accomp-
lished from as for a distance as possible,

o s, ITEM: Use of the Small Starlight Scope on Night Ambushes, (Det B-4l1)
DISCUSSION: It has been fcund that utili,otion of the small starlirht scope
to detect and mark ecnemy clements apmroaching an ambush site is quite
satisfactory; however, cnc: the ambush is sprung thc ambush clements tend to
firec intc the marked crea rather than cover the cntire ambush with fire,

O3SERVATION: The usc of two smzll starlipght scopcs, placing one at cach ené of
the ambush, to simultanccusly niavk th. extremes of the cnemy column has nroven
to be quite effective.

t. ITEM: Use of Whitc Phcsphorous Grenades ane RNockets to (Det B-41)
Burn out ant Expose Enemy Positions,

DISCUSSION: During combat onerations in the "Plain of Reods"™ it has bean
Tound that the enemy forces utilizc the dry grasses and brush tc hide their
individual positions and cache sites.

OBSHRVATION: Prior to lcunching an cperation and during th: conduct ~f normal
VR missions in the rrcvince, /P gremades and rockets are used to start fires to
burn out and exposec prepared enemy nositions. This Pechrdque is also used by
the FAC!'s prior to dirccting imredizte TuC air strikes in the area., liany areas
previcusly used as rest and resupply ncints hove becn destroyed by fire and use
of thesc zreas comnletely denied thc encmy,.

\
e g g

oy

e T e

u, IJITEM: Combat in Citics. (Det B-42)

DISCUSSION: The VC infiltrated men, weapons an® ammumition into the city before
the cneral attack and had established a scries of strong peints within the
heart «f the city when thc attack begor. It apneared that the strong ncints were
to be reinforced, tied topether and thus control thoe city.
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AVGB-C 15 February 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lesscns Learned for Quarter Ending 31 Jan 68 (U)

UBSEPVATION: A sclution which proved cffective was the introduction of =
small, hervily armed unit (Provincial Reccnnaissance Unit Reinforced) into the
streets, attacking strong vnoints and denying the enemy reinfercement and
corciunication; thus disrunting contrel,

v. ITEH: Presence of USASF Pcrscnncl ot the Point of Decisicn (Det B-36)

DISCUSSION: It is esscntial that USASF porsenncl pursennally accompany all
upcraticns of any tactical imnortance. In mlmost every instancc wherc 4 CIDG
leader was left with cuimmand and a stressful situation developed, he blew it.
TXANTPLE: Two rccen teams were dispatened to ostablish an MSS, Two USLSF were
on the mission, Hoth USiSF decider tc accompany the MSS finding team, loaving
the trail surveillance team under ti: command of a CIDG, . VC squad approached
the position ol the trail squad anc tho CIBG leader clucted to fire on the cnemy

. unit. wWhen the enemy witharew, th: trail tcam was not surv as te what their

next move shculd be. They decided te hold their present position. The enamy
mancuvered against tho Trail teem and cne CIDG was critically injured.

CBSERVATICH: Gocd judgement and the nrescrice nf an Amcerican mey h-ve saved the

situation, 4n smerican must be used for navigation.

We ITE1: .lovement in Thick Primary and Secondary Junglc arcas. (Det B=36)

_LISCUSSION: It was fcund that movement from one pneint to ancther is best made

vy foilowing zi¢ zag animal (clephant) trails and trying to maintain a fcneral
headinge Movement was found best along ridee lines (more animal tracks) and

thrcugh bambec as comparcd to secondary (rowth areas, In arcas consisting of a
serics of vertical small hills, travel was best along the flocor or swamp areas,.

OBSERVLTIONs Above methods must naturally be adapted to the tactical situation
that exists in the area at the time,

xo ITEHd: Use of Immediate Sky Spot Request. (Det B-36)

DISCUSSION: Use of immediate Sky Spct request 1s an effective weapon against
Jdetected enemy activity outside the range of friendly weapons during the hours
of dorkness. Sky Spot can arrive in 20 te 30 minutes and deliver any type of
requcsted ordnance on target with a very small CEP, Sky Spots were called inr
on tergets as close as 600 meters away from fiiendly positions with excellcnt
results. The Sky Spots should be requested for two runs the last being near
BEMNT, this allows rapid follew up by the friendly forces and it alsco does not
allow the encmy to evacuate their wounded or kiiled, The Sky Spot would also
make an effective immcdiate wecapon in the event of attack on the {riendly

forces at night, CONF“DEN"IHL
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SUBJECT: Operatioml Repert - lasscns Loarned for Quarter Ending 31 Jan 68 (U)

OBSERVATION: Even Af the cnemy positiond cannot be nin peinted within eipht

dirits a rcuph cstimate can bo made and ordnance delivercd on the area within

a minimum amount of time. This could be followed by a request for flare ship
and gunships « followed by a request for FAC and TAC support,

Yo ITEM: Pursuit of Enemy Forces. (Det B=32)
DISCUSSION: !lany times when a unit makes contact in the field, the enemy force
will withdraw and the friendly force will Mrectly pursue. Frequently the V¢
use this to their advantare by establishing ccntact, retreating ranidly and
sucking the friondly force into an ambush position, thereby inflicting heavy
casualties,

OBSERV: TIONs 3ctter rosults can be attained, while at the same time sustaining
Tess friendly casualties by blocking the cnemys rotreat with indircet fire and
making a flanking move to overrun him rather than pursuing him into an ambush
positicn,

2z, ITEM: Neutralizing Enemy Defcnscs, (Det B=32)
DISCUSSION: Many times whon contact is made in the field, VC/W. arc
occupying prepered pesitions ant the friendly troops are tro clese to them to
nermit the effective employment of air cr artillery.

OBSERVLTION: Tho M=T2 LAW can easily be carried on onerations and nff s an
excollent mcans cf neutralizing cnemy positions,

an. ITEM: Planning of Operations, (Det B-32)

DISCUSSION: There is somctimes a tenduncy on thc mart of B detachments to
plan operations fer tha A teams, This leeds to misunderstandings and sometimes

lack of coordinntion.

OBSRVATION: Operations conducted by the A detachments should bc pianned by
the USASF end VNSF A detachment commandurs. If the USALSF and VNSF B detach-
ment commandoers wish to have a particular tyne oreration conducted, they
should issue the £ detachment commander a mission type erder enly., The only
exception to this rule is oporations invelving 2 separate A detachments, Thase
operations penerally must be nlann:d by the US.SF and VNSF B dotachment's S-3.

bb, ITEM: Initial Phnses c¢f A Detachment Deployment, (Dot B-32)

DISCUSSION: Tho imitial phases of deploying an A detachment to a now location
in order to establish a new CIDG camp can beccmz quite involved, porticularly if
coorcdimation has to bc made with supnorting umts such as MSF, artillery, and
engincers. It is extremcly difficult tc move an entire constructicn ongincor
unit into a proviously unsecured area within Lt hours of initinl deployment.
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SUBJECT: Operaticnal Repor+ - Lesscns Learned for Quarter Ending 3| Jan 68 (u)

OBSIRVATION: Units planning t. deploy A detachments tc new locntions sheuld
Tully consider possible advorse effects of the enemy situatdion, terrain and
weather. Once these factors have been fully considered, a time phasing cf
sunnorting englneer elements into the new camp location should be nlonned,
rather than cttempting to move the entire element at one time.

cce ITEA: Employment of CBU's, (Det B-32)

DISCUSSION: ITn scft terrain or marshy areas CBU's frequently do not detonatc,
These undoton-ted CRU /s rre then used by the VC as mines ~nd bcoby traps with
excellent results,

OBSZRV.LTION: Units operating in soft or marshy arecas should nct call for CBU's
when tactical air support is requested except in extreme emergency,

dd, ITEM: Actions Upon Initial Contact, (Det B-35)

DISCUSSION: During recent cperatiens wh..re enemy contact was made, the

endly clements would make initial contact but would not pursue the initistive
tc force the Viet Cong into mcre vulnxoble fifchting positicns. Instead, they
would wait for requested air support to nrrive on station. This resulted in
friendly elements leoosing the advantege and offering the cnemy an excellent
oppertunity to escape.

OBSERV.TION: Corrdination must be mide with the VNSF and CIDG ccmmnnders by
USISF advisors to impress upon them the fact th-t the best tactics to utilize

at the first moment of centact is tc meve the.€IDG intc sclid contact with the
Viet Cong anc maintain this ceontact while air power is brought tc bear on the
entrenched enemy positions, Immediately upon compmletion of the air strikes the
friendly clements should move forward tc insure comrlete and total Viet Ceng Kill,

e, ITEM: "Hammer and Anvil" Operaticns. (Co A)

DISCUSSION: CIDG/US blocking positicn "Hammer and Anvil" type operztions,
utiIizIng up to date intcllipence -nd combined artillery/T4C Lir and heli-
copter pnmship sunport have met with increasing success in III CTZ. Converging
operations conducted concurrently between .. dctachment sites such as Operation
Tra 7/12, 17 Dec 67 with elememnts from Det /=352, Tra Cu and Det £-351, Hiep
Hoa participating, resulted in L2 VC KIA (US bedy count) as well as numerous
weapons and large quantitics of equirment captured, In this operaticn
converging sween operations, heliborne reinforcements and Tactical iir
channelized VC elements into an inescapablc "Kill Zone",

OBSTRVATION: During the next reporting period greater effort will be directed
owards converping cperations cenducted across prevince boundaries and develop--
ing more diversified combat operations.
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SUBJECT: Operaticnal Repert - Lesscns Learned for Quarter Ending 31 Jan 68 (U)
ff. ITEU: MSeccrched Earth" Pclicy, (Cc &)

DI SCBSSIOils ifore emphasis on "Scorche:! Earth” Peclietes should be promoted cn
gsearch ancd destroy opercotions, lfidequate time must be allotted on ccmbet
operations to sufficiently destroy VC base wamp, rice caches, way stoticns and
bunker complcxes,

OBSERV..TION: Destructicn cf VC focdstuffs and sunnlies is o direct mucns of

psycholcgical exploitaticn of VC sanctuary, demenstrating to the ‘ict Cons %ias

CIDG/ARVN clements have passed through the area, Food denial and brse canp
Adestructicn must be thoroughly expleited,s Dusing the Monscon season, i Y-uie
VC rice caches ~re disccvered .shich cannct be extracted, a simple mcthoo of
lestruction is to scatter the rice on the wet jungle flcer, since exmosu - to
Jdonscon rains will rot the rice in one day. JSncther method is to hol: it 4a
several 55 gal drums of diesal fuel, scattering and saturating thc rice thus
ruining it for human consumption,

pes ITEil: Destruction of Larpe Caches of Rice, (Det B-"%"

DISCUSSION: One of the most significnnt lessons lenrned was the means by vhicw
a large cache of rice cruld be destroyed in the swiftest mannar. In the past
this has proven to be a difficult task, The problem was s-lved by airlafting
an 8 inch arty shell and a drum cf JP4 fuel to the cache site. ?y nlacinp the
shell underneath the rice anc fuzing the shell in the fuze well housing with Cu
an’ attaching detonating cord and applying an 8 minute time pencil to deton-to
the shell, and then placing the puncturec drum of JPh on teop ¢f the rice to
allow the fuel to leek from holes made in the drum, the ensuing detonaticn and
fire totally destroys the rice,

OBSERY 'TION: Although the destruction items nre bulky end heavy it is felit the
sure fire results more than compensate fcr their inherent clumsy contyiguration.

hh, ITEM: Proper Selection cf RON's, {(Co 1)

DISCUSSICN: iMen CIDG cperations stop amywhere along their gencral route of
advance and establish a RON, they become extremely wuln.rable tc VC attacke

If the VC are trailing th. operation, as they frequently do, the CIDG position
is fixe! by the VC, The VC can clect to attack at a time of their choceinr or
formulate plans to ambush the CIDG patrol along its route of march.

OBSERVATION: A dotachments are instructed to select RON's at least 1.00C metere
from the patrol's feneral route cf mrch, Anothor technique is to eat una

evening meal 1% hrours before dusk. After giving the enemy every'{ndicntionzﬁﬁjz

eating that this pesition will be the patrol's RON, boldly and rapidly move the
main body until darkness falls tc a different position, leavins o "stay bchind®
claymcre mine ambush at the previocus location,

COINFIDEINTIAL
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SUBJECT: Ogrrational Report - Lassons Learned for Quarter Ending 3:1Jan 68 (U)

ii, ITEM: Enemy Evesicn of H'I Fires,. (Cc 1)

DISCUSSICN: The encmy likcs t~ enter or "h ¢" hamlets at nirht t ~voill HEI
fires, The enemy knows HAI fires will be paanned no closer than 1000 metors
of an inhabited arca. The VC wiil normolly depert these hamlets between
0500 = 0500 in the morning,

OBSERVATION: In certain arcas the VC will meve in rubber planteticns during
the nifht if possible, becavse they realize HEI firces will not be pl-oced in the
rubber without contact, The enemy will on occzaion get careless in the rubber
and often use trails. VC rcutes of withdrawel fram sheltering villopes should
be ncted an! K1 plotted and fired between 050C to 0600, Trails leading to and
from rubber should be plottod and covered with intensive HEI fires during the
heurs of darkness. VC way stations should not be disturbed in any way to give
the ilmpression that anmyone cther than the enemy was there. The tarpet should te
plotted and when enemy movemcnt is repcrted or detected in the area artillery
fires can be massed.

JJe ITEMs Might Ambush Operatinrns, (Co &)

DISCUSSION: Special Forzes has found that o successful nipght ambush is cne of
the mcst effective psycholofical operaticns thet can be ceonducted, In swampy
terrain even during the dry season, VC resupply routes are extremely limited.

OBSERV/.TIONg¢ By continuous saturation patrolling these resurnly rcutes can

be qetected and neutralized by night ambushes. Might ambush fire Aiscipline

is difficult to centrcl with CIDG fcorees and must bs thorourhly rchearse! and
explainecd prior tc the departure of th: ambush element., It was fcound that in
swampy areas the VC seldom use 2 ground security element to acccmmany any

sampan resunply movements. This makes the sampans susceptible tc zmbushes at
ranges c¢f only twe or threec feet. Claymore mines should be used fcr these
ambushee an’. small arms fire should be aveided unless absnlutely necesscrys. The
gound of the claymores detonating will rescmble the scund ¢f normel »rtillery
H¢I fires, thereby allcowing multiple ambushes or the same canal during the nirht.

kk, ITRi: Orientation ¢f Reaction Forces. (Det B=36)

DISCUSSICN: Great care must be token to insure that reaction forces from

other unife, (t.e. divisional units, ready reacticn unit), are fully apprised of
thelr responsibility te this detachment in that thc size of the fcrce which is
internally available to th. Special Task Force is net of suffiéient size to
engage in a major cnemy contact,

OBSERVALTION: Considerable difficulty has been encountered in cbtaining additicnol
helicopter support when this unit was engaged in a mnjor contact and nceded to
reinforce its ground trocps in ord.r to evacvate wounded and dead paxrscnnel,

Every effort must be made to insure an adequate force is tabbed for this surrort
before the tactical developrents prescribec them,
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11, ITEM: CIDG Operations, (Li=221)

DISCUSSION: When CIDG sweep in the 8irection of base camp during the latter
nart of operaticns, they think that they ara going home eerly and have a
tendency to move too quickly and cenduct a haphagard seaych,

OBSRV.TTON: In planning CIDG operations, it is better to have the CI .. sweep
In drections away from base camp during the lamst few days of the operation,

mm, 1TEMs Operating Two Airboat Sections Together, (£-101)

DISCUSSION: It has been fcund that employing two (2) airboat sections together
creatcs a problam of control, Due to the spped and comsunications, control is
difficult betwcen the sccticns and more so between the sections and the C and C
aireraft,

OBSERVATION: A soluticn that nroved tc be quite effective was tc¢ divide the
operational arsc in half and emplcy a section in each area with a scparate
C amd C aircraft.

nn, 1TEi# Effectiveness of Small arms Firc from the Airbeats (A-LOl)

DISCUSSION: It was found that strafing runs made by thc cirbocts frem a
“igstance of 100 to 150 meters were not satisfactory., The majority of the rcunds
werc going cvor, under, and behind the tariet area.

O3SERVATION: By making the strafing runs 50 to 75 meters from the target, there
was an increase of LO to S0 percunt hits in the tarpet area, The emount cf fire
received by the airbeats was decreased due to the increased effcctiveness of the
airboats arms,

oo, YTEM: VC Hidding Under the Jater. (A-401)

DISCUSSION:s During many of the op:rations con‘ucted by the alrbrots, VC same
pens were found, but no VC could be located in the arca.

OBSCRUATION: The VC would be submerped undeor the weter in the vicinity of thelr
samens, & successful tactic was found to b-: the cdropping cf concussicn
prenades from airboats circling the area. The VC would emerge from thc water

to avecid the concussion pgrepades and thus be vulnerable tc smll arms firc or
capturg,

pre ITEM: Stay Behind Ambush by Tail Gunner Recon Section, (Dc- B=36)

DISCUSSION: This technique amploys the use cf cne recon section which
habitunlly follows the main force., The mission cf this undt is to provide
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rear sccurity for the main force anc tc guard against trackers. Basically

two techniques can be used; (1) 4if the maln force was traveling aleng a

course of known direction and distance the "tall punner" section wculd period-
i®1ly establish ambush positions behind the main force along the rcute of
mirch. These nositions would be manned generally for fifteen tc tidrty minutes.
I ne contact hos becw made the tail gunner section could cithor meve rapidly
to rejoin the main bedy; booby trap and/or mine along the back trail (must

be approved by OPN CO) and move to RV or comtimue to ambush the trall, un*il

the main force has been established at a Misslon Support Site. (2) if t.ae
direction and rate of mevament is unsure, then the tail gunner section is
hetter emnlcyed by staying with the main force and upon direction of the OFN CO,
cmplace mines and booby traps along Zhe back trail.

OBSERV..TION: Continuous radio commmeation must be maintained by the tail

funncr section and the OPN CO, This sophisticated technique requires intense
troining an’ tight command and control to be effective. An fmerican must te
with all elements involved for immediate reaction tc the specific situations

qqe ITEM: 175mm Artillery Supvort. (Det B-3L)

DISCUSSION: 4 test was concucted in conjunction with 6/27 Artillery to
compore effects f HE Fuze Quick and Fuze Delay when impacting in triple
cancpy Jjumle,

OSSRV:TION: 25 rounds of HE Fuze Delay were fired in a grid saturation missicn
with the following results:

(1) 50% of rounds exploded 3 to 4 feet underground.

(2) 20% of rourids exploded in 2d canopy cutting treus at
approximately 8 feet heirht,

(3) 307 of rounds exploded in 3d canopy placing shrapnell
in the crea from ground level to 18 inches height.

(4) The rounds were dispersed 5C to 75 meters apart in the
center of the imnact zone,

(5) & previous test with 25 rcumds of HE Fuze Quick was less
effective with majority of rounds exploding in lst canopy and very little
schrapnell reaching ground level,

rr, Obtaining irtillery Support. (1-227)

RI_SCUSSION: Operations are often conducted in areas covered by PWMAF fans,
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OBSERV..TIONs Suy-orting fire can be obtained with minimm delay by follcwing
these simple nrocedures:

(1) Prior to going intc an area where artillery was previously
utilized a check with the sunporting artillery unit should be mede for available
concentraticn numbers anc coordinates,

(2) If your unit stons for any length of time, stop as neer
to cne of tho nrevious concentrations as possiblc and call for clcarance.

(3) 1If this is impossible, plct your own ccncentrations and
have ox)ue or mcre fired immedirtely, (Don't forget te record the concentration
number ).

(L) Once fired, request a gun be laid on the concentration
with the appropriate rocund ready for an on call mission.

(5) Record all concentration numbers and cocrdinstes piven
Jcr future use by your operations conducted in the same area,

8s, ITEM: Use of the "Pecople Sniffer”,
DISCUSSION: Use of the "Feople Sniffer" has been introduced into the
‘nstallation Defense Command's operaticns, The cquipment is heing used by
the IDC, based on S-2 intelligence repcrts and visual reconnal ssance sightings.

OBSINV.TION: Success has boen achieved by the use of this equipmenty Therc

have been several heavy incdications, which were reacted to by both armed

helicopter and artillery fire., The operation is not ccmplete in that we do

not have a ready capability for moving reaction and/or assessment troops into
vhe indicated arcas,

st, ITEM: Improvised Obstacles (Det 3-34)

DISCUSSION: A WP grenade had been wrapped with Det Cord to act as an improvised
fougasse. The pin had been pulled and the grenade handle had been tied down
with cotton string., When one such fougasse had to be dismantled, the WP grenade
ignited becausc the string had deteriorated., Similar fougasses which werc made
utilizing plastic tape to hold down th¢ haadle were not such a problem,

OBSERVATION: A nondeteriorating substance such as tape should be used on such
devices, Additionally, such devices should be fully explained and their
location identified in Camp Defensc Folders,

wi. ITEM: Work Details Outside Defensive Perimeters, (Det Bw3L)

DISCUSSION: A CIDG woodcutting party was attacked and 2 CIDG WIA and 1 CIDG
captured. The CIDG did not have weapons.

OBSERVATION: Parties going outside defensive perimcters regardless of mission
must be armed and properly supported. C 0 NF’ DF MNTIGL
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SUBJECT: Operational Report - lessons Learned for Quarter Ending 31 Jan 68 (U)

3. (U) Treinin .1 Organisation,
a, ITEM: Training results, (Det B=35)

pf.’:CUSSION: It has been noticed in the past that the overall interest shown by
CIDG attending training of any sort fs based on the knowledge of what awardas,

sayment or honors will be bestowsd on them at the completion .. the particular
course,

(“SERVATION: Generate a sense of tremendous accomplisiment, future distinction to
come and some type of award ¢ diploma for each CIDG class taught, The interest
shown will be of a higher quality.

b. ITEM: L.2 Inch Mortar Training for CIDG, (Co A)

DISCUSSION: k4,2 inch mortars are often not employed to best advantage in many 4
Detachment4 due to lack of qualified persornel and inability to properly train
CIDG because of *technical language limitations,

OBSERVATION: ARVN artillery battalions were formerly equipped with L.2 mortars
and heve personnel experienced in all aspects of L.,2 inch mortar employment. Due
to their language capability and experience a program was undertaken by the 25th
LRVN Division to train personnel at various A Cunps in the employment of the L.2
inch mortar including inatruction in fire direction control procedures. The CIDG
at Hiep Hoa Det 4=351 responded enthusiastically to this program, After 5 weeks
training CIDG at Hiep Hoa were capable of assuming missions in support of ground
operations. This program is to be implemented in newly established A Camps in III
CTZ especially those that do not have close artillery fire support.

c. ITEM: Training of Intelligénce Sergeants, (Co D)

DISCUSSION: Intelligence Sergeants "1 A Detachments use low level agent nets to
obtain Infcrmation of Viet Cong units in their areas, In many cases these nets
arc the primary means available to maintain basic OB informatlion on these units,
¥ost or the intelligence sargeants have 1ittle training or experience in methods
of control of their sources or methods which can be used to check the reliability
or information received or the source himself. As a result, information received
is often accepted without any established basis for accurately evaluating the
information, A partial solation to this problem is the use of MI specialists to
assist and advise the detachment Intelligence Sergeants as is currently done,

OBSERV.TION: The formal tra‘ning of Special Forces Intelligence Sergeants should
Tnclude Instruction in the establismment, testing, and handling of low level agent
ncts as they exist in Vietnam, Assignment of untrained persomnel to this duty
shculd be avoided as OJT must be giver. by qualified persormel, and these are not
sufficiently available.
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d, ITEM: Marksmanship Training. (Det B-33)

DISCUSSION: In order to gain the maximum effectiveness of available firepower nll

C3F were given an intensified program of marksmanship training. Competition

betwoen squad, platoon and company size units was developed which helped to create =
interest in the program, -

COSERVATICN: CSF Troopes are particularly responsive to training when there is a
roward of some type for tralning excellence., An effective method to create and
maintain interest was to keep &n accurate score of the individaal's performance
Auring marksmanship training and to award appropriate badges 8t thce completion of
the training program.

;é
f

e« ITEM: CIDG Marksmanship Training. (Det B=32)

w

LUISCUSSION: It is frequently quite difficult to construct a regilation rifle range
at an A detachment, The need still exists s however, to provide ‘aarksmanahip train-
irz to the CILG,

Ui ('

[N P

CESERVATION: By placing targets at various distances from the berm and using these
targets Tor practice, an informal but effective marksmanship program can be initiated,

f£f. ITEM: Forward Observer Training for CIDG, (Dot 3=32)

DISCUSSION: Situations frequently arise in the field when a geparate CIDG element =
cuch as a security group for an overnight position needs artillery support, and no

. .SF can be with them to.adjust tae fire, 1In cases such as this, the CIDG must

] s.nd the correction to the VNSF (frequently using an HT-1) the VNSF gives tie

¢ correction to the US.SF who relays it to the artillery FDC,

OBSERVATION: 4 simple, but effective means of teaching the CIDG FO procedures is to
p divIde them into two groups, then after basic FO procedures are explained, one greup :
7etg on the berm of the camp and the other goes to an 6lmm mortar position. Targaets :
arc selected around the camp, and the CIDG are required to bring the mortar fire E
ontc the target. .fter onc group becomes proficient, it is rotated to the mortar,
It has been found that the only means of adjustment that the CIDG can understand is
the gun-target line method,

e S

itk et oy

;
&
: g, ITEM: ~Procurement of Interpreters (Det A-L13)
DI CUSSION: Good interpreters ere hard to find, When one is fbu.nd, personality
3 . ' blems arise and the interpreter ususlly ends up working for the US.SF team and

3 being distrusted by the VN, or vice-versa, Recently, one of the CRP leaders in
this camp, upon reaching the age of 35, was discharged from the CSF. He was sent
to Interpreter School, and arrangements have been made to re-hire him as an
interpreter upon graduation. Thus, this camp will gain an interpreter who:
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(1) Has the unquestioned respect of the CSF,

(2) Has an already established authority, is capable of understending
tactical requirements and, if necessary, is capable of making and enforcing spot
dceclsions of his own,

(3) Has long ago earned the respect and, in many cases, has become a
pcrsonal friend of both USASF amd VNSF personnel in camp,

OBSERVATION: Suitakle ranking CSF approaching retirement age may be sent to
Tnterpreter Schoo” prior to discharge, to be re-hired as interpreters in their own
camps upon discharge. Where the advantages outlined above outweigh the fact that
their knowledge of English might fall below the desired level, re~hiring on the
spot, even without the benefit of Interpreter School, should be given consideration.

he ITEA: Interpreters.

DTSCUSSI0M: The Dong Ba Thin trainins center has the mission of traininz CIDC
soidiors,_who, for the most part, arc of .ontagnard origin and do not speak the
7i_tnawese language. Interpreters that often accompany such students arc only of
a bi=linmual capability (English - _iontagnard), and are not able to translate the
classcs, which zre given in Victnanesc, into the narticular dialect of .ontagnard
snoken by the students, Thus, numerous students gain little by attending certain
classes,

DSTRVATION: “TInterpretors with a tri-lin,ual capebility (English-Victnamese-
Jontz nerd) arc necessary for successful training of CILG personel at a Vietnamese
troiadng eonter,

i, ITEM: Training aids,

VISCUSSION: There is a critical shortarce of trainin: aids for use at the Donp Ba
Thin Training Conter, This detachment hac attempted to construct them, but the
rumbers fall far short of what is ncoded. The Training Center Alds Section also
lacks the nanpower and facilities necded to fulfill the requircucnt, rost
Zritical neod is for wood mock-ups of all types of wcapons and other equipment,
uiich weuld somewhat alleviate thce lanwuerc problem mentioned above,

OBSERVATION: Training aids arc absolutely necessary for thc eff:xctivo training of
indireunous personnel, esvecially when a language barrier exists,
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k., (C) 1Intelligence.
a, ITEM: Optimum Use of Polygraph on Indigcnous Subjects. (Gp S5-2)

L;S.QILS_SI@: isdequate polygraph equipment and trzined examiners are in short

§22pll in RVN. The polygraph has been determined to be a useful aid in investigations
itvolving Vietnamese suspects or subjects, In order to conserve manpower and equip=~
rent 1t 1s essentisl that certain preparations be made by the unit requiring polygr:ph
survices pria to arrival of the examiner, 4 detailed personal history statement
cancerning the subject should be precpared. Subject should be thoroughly interrogated
using normal passive interrcgation techniques when subject is a suspect. &4 suspect
.15t be segregated from other Vietnamese personnel and suspects, The complete resultc
of the interrogation should be reduced to written format in both Vietnamese and
"nzlish, Items of information to be verified should be sclected, [ sultable and
separate examining area, cooled or air conditioned and as sound-preofed as possible,
must be made available, Subject should be monitcred to preclude his use of drugs,
norcotics, or alcohol,

SO L L R LT i R K R e ]

OESERVATIONS Units requiring use of polygraph investigative techniques should meke
preparations as indicated above to insurc optimum utilization of equipment and
txaminers,

b, ITEM: USALSF/VNSF Collection Operations. (Gp S-2)

DISCUSSION: Difficulties have arisen or occasion because regulations and directives
were not available in both &plish and Vietnsmesc languages.

OBSERVATIOY  All Operational documents must be bilingual teo faclilitate understanding
and a coopc.ative effort for mission accomplishment,

¢. 1TEM: Source Control Procedures, (Gp S=2)

DISCUSSION: Scurce control procedures for processing a name trace action through
} the ML.CV Source Register and for obtaining operational interest in a prespective
: source was accomplished simultzneously by the submission of a name trace request
by the interested cetachment. MACV has now changed the procedure, requiring
consecutive submiss’->n of a name trace request and registering for operational
interest,

-y

OZSERVATION: The Source Control Section of the Collection Branch, S=2, S5th SFGa,

devised 5th SFG. Form 71R (Informant/Source Biographical Information Worksheet)

vhich contains all of the information necessary for both name trace action and

b rcgistration action., The originator submits the form to the Source Control Section

which then extracts the necessary infermation to submit a name trace request. Upon 5
return of the name Trace Request the necessary information is extracted from the

form to submit a request foir Operational Interest, The fact that both of these

actions are initiated by the Source Control 3ection saves that time that would be ;
required by separate submission of the actions by the originating detachment and :
insures the forms are complete and correct, :
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SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons learned for Quarter Ending 31 Jan 68 (U)
d. ITEM: Establishment of a Counter-Intelligence Net {Det B-33)

LiSCUSSION: It - extremely difficult to recruit a covnter-intelligence agent from
within a well establishcd Camp Strike Force Company since loyalties have been firmly
egtablished, and because it is ci’ficult to establish who is ‘rustworthy. Attempt-

ing to insert an apgent into a camp strike force compauy as a replacement is also
cifficult since all newcomers are naturally suspects.

CYSEAT' ION: One solution to this problem is to have an agent trained at USASF
Jompasy level and ther inserted invo the Camp Strike Force when it commences

training, Control of the agent car. then be passed to the operational detackment
iutelllgence sergeant,

e, IiEM: Agenico,

(Det B-3L)
DISCUSSICN: 4An SF agent was detained by & conventional US unit operating in SF TAOR,
OBSERVATION: Cperations of agents must be fully ccordinated with combat operations
Wit

OR to prevent detainment and/or possible injury from friendly patrols,
ambushes or H&I fires,

£, ITEM: agents. (Det B-3L)
NISCUSSION: An SF agent was detained by an SF combat operation,

C3SERVATION: An agent must have means of identifying himself even when units are
aware ol agent's operztions.

(Det B-35)
g. ITEM: Establishing Viet Cong patterns of movement and base areas.

JISCUSSION: In order to plan and conduct operations to interdict Viet Cong lines
of communication and locate base areas, some system must be established to record

data on the Viet Cong'!s novement, contacts, and intelligeace reports received by
friendly forces,

OBSERVATION: By utilizing acetate overlays to record the reported movements of

monthly .asis, a pattern of the Viet Cong lines of cammunication can be established,

By recording these overlays over a period of ninety days and denoting heavily used
areas, it is also possible to determine the Viet Cong base areas.
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SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned for Quarter Ending 31 Jan 68 (U)

h, ITEM: Capture of VC Suspects. (Co A)

DISCUSSION: Recent discoveries of VC suspects have led several camps to hold these
irdividuals until proper interrogation (and if possible, polyg=°vhing) can take
plaice., Due to lack of adequate U.S, interment facilities and the advisory nature of
the USASF role to the VNSF the suspects are placed under the control of the VNSF with
the U,S. disclaiming further responsibilities, Wnile it is true that we are in the
uAvisory role, it should be of prime importance to the intelligence sergeant to
insure that personnel who may have valuable information are guarded closely until
evacuation to a higher command has been campleted, Prisoners should be kept under
surveillance and close security at all times, There is no excusze for the escape

ot prisoners, VC or VC suspects, from any camn,

OLSERVAT IOH: Marny suspected VC have escaped while awalting interrogation. Proper
Handling of prisoners must be emphasized to the VNSF to insure that no further
incidents of this nature occur,

i. ITEM: VC Sabotage. Co A)

JISCUSSION: Camps have reported incidents of possible mechanical sabotage. A
Tavorite target of sabotage for penetration low-level agents has been the camps
dofense positiong. Many incidents have involved the discovering of claymore wires
being cut or being misused in the camp., CIDG troops also have found the Cel in the
mines useful for cooking purposcs. Bolts have been found missing from automatic
weapons, wital gears frcn machinery, loader straps cut or frayed, It may prove
impossible to check all possible likely sabotage points at a Special Forces camp,
however key positions and cquipment, the loas of which would be deleimantal to the
camps effort, such as AW positions and explosive barriers, should be checked as a
matter of daily poutine,

CPSERVATION: Simple dally checking of the defensive positions and key points cen
prcvent loss of valuable weapons and equipment, A1l incidents of suspected sabotage
should be immedistely investigated to determine cause and responaibility,

jo ITEM: Personnel Reliability Program, (Co &)

DISCUSSION: Although most B Detachments have a persennel security system udn
operation for permanent indigenous workers, in most cases procedures governing :
clearances and acvese for daily werkers have been, at best, barely adequate, N
Permanent employoses are normally checked through the MSS, However, due to the rapid
change~over of daily labor, proper security screening is not possible, These temps :
porary labor personnel should.have some adsable means of ddentification.ln order to
govern their access to certain areas and to make military persomnel aware that these
poople need more supervision and control than is normally required, Usually simple,
bright colored badres of soms sort will be sufficient for identification,
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OBSERVATION: Access of temporary indigenous workers must bec checked in all
detachments and the workers should have sore visible meana of identification in
order to govern theis access to certain arecas and make military personnel aware
that these pcople need more supervision and control than is normally requircd,

i sdmple, btrightly colored badge of some sort would be sufficient for identification,

k. ITEM: Coordination with USLF FiC's, (Det B=32)
DISCUSSION: Province FAC*s make many flights over Special Forces TACR's and are

trained to observe trall activity, base camp locations, and bunker complexes wherc
untrained personrel eannot detect them,

(UBSERVATION: By conducting daily coordination meetings with Province FAC's and by
gettﬁé the

i detachment intelligence sergeante to fly "back seat" when they ge up,

a great amount of intelligence can be gathered for the A detachment,
1. ITEM: Recording of Information, (Det B-32)

DISCUSSION: Frequently at A detachment level a large amount of information is
Tecorded on maps, After several months the maps become extremely cluttered,

OBSERVATION: By making a large number of acetate symbols information can be

lemporarily recorded on the map in an easy to read manner. These acetate symbols
can be marked with unit identification and time of report. When the information
is no longer of immediate interest, the symbol is removed, The acetate symbol is
then retained with the written report and is available for future use if needede

me ITEM: Guard Systems. (Co 4)

DISCUSSION: When elther organizing a security force or reorganizing an already
existing one it will %e advantageous to assign a US NGO for full time duty, if
possible, to supervisc the indigenous personnel., Company A has such an NCOIC who
performs full time duties in this capacity, He performs such routinc measures as
checking the guards several times during the day and conducting formaticns and
inspections, The many details and super®isions which would normally fall among
rany ataff sections have been centralized as the responsibility of this one NCO.
The security force 1s organized along American lines with rank divisions with one
member of the foree acting as platoon leader and directly responsitle to the U.S.
HCOIC, Working closely in many aspects of the security farces needs, the U.S.
NCOIC has adequate time to observe leadership potential with the force, determins
needa as they arise, and emfcrce local duty regulations,

OBSERVATION: Unless indigenous guards are closely supervised there is a tendency
on their part to slack off and do just enough to get by.
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AVGBC 15 February 1968
SUBJECT: Operatlional Report - Lessoris learned for Quarter Ending 31 January 196¢ [U
S. (U) LOGISTICS:
a. ITEM: Damage to multifuel Engines (Gp sk)
DISCUSSION: In nearly all cases where the multifusl engines have failed,
the catse of the failure was due to water entering into the engine throuth
the fuel system., Since water can not be compressed, just a little water

on top of a piston will break the piston or the connecting rod, bend the
crankshaft, ar damage the engine block.

F OBSERVATION: The solution is quite simple but difficult to accomplish
where there is no daily motcr stables, The operator must be taught to
drain the fuel filters daily as part of his before operation service,
He must be cautioned not to ford these vehicles beyond 30 inches depth
of water for the 2% and 5 ton trucks without special fording equipment
and should not exceed L miles per hour speed whils fording,

b, ITEM: Reporting Deadlined Equipment (Gp sk)

DISCUSSION: A simple and direct method of reporting routine deadlined
equipment in the units was needed.

OBSERVATION: A monthly equipment status report was established using

orm 2406, This report iz sent directly from the units to the Group
Maintenance Officer at the SFOB in two coples. The report is recelved
by the stock record section and any parts on hand needed to repair dead-
1ined equipment are immediately issued to the unit. One copy of the report

is returned to the unit indicating the action taken by the Group Maintenance
Facility.

¢. ITEM: 30 Caliber Carbine M2 (Det B=35)

4 DISCUSSION: In the normal use of the 30 caliber carbine M2 the discon-
nector spring and lunger are sometimes either lost or broken., If there
are no replacement parts, no adequate temporary replacements can be utilized.

OBSERVATION: The M1 rifle clip release spring will serve as a temporary
replacement for the disconnector spring.
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+VGB=C 15 February 1968
SiUBJECT: Operational Report - lessons Learned for Quarter Ending 31 January 1968 (U;

d. ITEii: Mobile Maintenance Team (Gp S-L4)

vT5CUSSION: A satisfactory program of Preventive Maintenance and a procedure
I6r requesting and storing repair parts was found to be lacking in some units.
i mobile malntenance tecam was orzanized at Group Level for the purpose of
assisting supporting units with all aspcets of their maintenance program,

OSSERVATION: Commanders should investigate the possibility of using an
‘mprovised maintenance contact team if none is authorizec. Experience
indicates that their assistance in records management 2lone justifies their use.

e, ITEM: Salvage of storage batteries with broken termimls. (Det B=-35)

DISCUSSION: Tt has been observed that otherwise serviceable storage batteries
Rive been discarded due to one or more of the lead terminals being broken,

CBSERVATION: An effectivc solution is to place a nut of sufficient inner diameter
over the terminal stub and conncct twelve gauge wirc attached to 2 carbon core from
& Bi=30 to the other terminal., Short the core on the defective terminal., Once the
core becomes red hot, melt down the defective terminal and add the necessary amount
of lead solder to restore the terminal to its former size. After the lead cools,
unscrew the nut and the battery is then restored to full servicezbility, This
expedient has resulted in reducing vehicle deadlines within tne detachment and
would, if applied on a wider scale, result in great savings to the United States
.n'-.rmy.

f, ITEM: Storage of large amounts of ammunition. (Det B-3L)

1SCUSSION: Speclal Forces camps aic frequently reinforced by artillery units
which necessitate storage of large amounts of heavy ammunition inside the camps,

CPSERVATION: Primary concern should be given to storing such ammunition in

small dispersed lots with overhiead vover to prevent dami.. and injury from
exploding ammruniticn should a portion of the camp cateh .1+ during enemy attacks,
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AVGB-C 15 February 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report - lLessons Learned for (uarter Ending 31 January 1968 (U)

g. ITEM: Bill of Materials fdr New Construction (Co A)
DISCUSSION: It has been found through experience that having civilian

;ontractors start on building projects prior to having all construction material
ivailable has been unsatisfactory. Although they can start work, there are many
z:lays and possibilities of contracts being broken because materials cannot be
supplied on a timely basils due to the unavailability of supplies and materials,

CBSERVATION: A% lcast 80 percent of all sup»lies and materials should be on
Jand belore initiating a eivilian contract.

h, ITEM: Ioading of Timber on Semi-Tre4ler Trucks. {Co A)

DISCUSSION: There have bzen difficulties experienced in tying down lumber and
materials on vehicles due to the shertage of log chains and boomers (used for
tightgning',. When chains are available, boomers usually are not available.

OBSERVATION: A substitute method which proved effective was to use a 1% inch
canding machine and banding to tie the loads of timber down. Then use staikes on -
the side of tre vehicle as a back-up if the banding breaks,

TR ISR PPN

1. ITM: Air Movement of Heavy Engineer Equipgent. (Staff Engineer)

DISCUSSION; On initial entry intc a new CIDG camp in the delta (IV CTZ) it was

: found that a drafline would be required to construct a berm that would protect
the camp against high water and from direct fire weapons, The berm was necessary
because the high rater table precluded digging underground structures, A 20 ton
crane with dragliie attachment was disassembled into six pieces light enough to
be 1ifted 11.L kilometers by CH SL. The disassembly took three men 16 hours

(S man hours) usi another crare and a rough terrzin fork 1ift. The reassembly
on cite took the sime crew 2L hours (72 man hours) using jacks and blocks. The
CH 5S4 1ifted the crne structure onto the undercarriage. The 20 ton crane was
disassembled into t:c following CH Sk 1lifts that were carried into the site in
the order indicated below:

S

KT BTTRN)

(1) Drigline bucket, track assemblies and bhoom,

et |

(2) Und'rcarriage.
(3) Superstructure,

(L) Counterweight,

A S
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AVGB=C 15 February 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Beport - lessons Learned far Quarter Ending 31 Jmuary 1968 (U)

OBSERVATION: The CH SkL can carry large items of construction equipment into areas
heretofore considered inaccessible, prsviding appropriate disassembly ia accomplished.
The type of equipment that can be carried is limited only by extent that it can be
disassembled practically and the local 1lifting capacity of the CH 5L,

3. ETEM: Air Lifting "Pre-Fab" Bulldings, (Co 4A)

DISCUSSION: It has been found that pre-fabricating buildings prior to moving

‘thém a great distance by truck and by air is totally uneconomical, A semi-truck

Lkas tc be used to haul these pre-fabs and due to %ke bulk of the item, only

about five tons can be placed on a vehicle capable of carrying twenty-five tons.

When sling lcading pre-fabs from CHLT helicopters, amough weight cannot be put

into a sling to keep it from swinging under the aircraft. When pre-fabs reach their '

destination many are extensively damaged and have to be re-cnforced or nailed togethcr
ag&in.

OBSERVATION: A solution is to pre cut the timber, bundle it, and transport it to
The site. Put the buildings together on site. This saves an enormous amount of
time in transportation of these items both by CH 47 and truck, A1l materials

can be transported in about one~third the amount of time,

k., ITEM: Hauling of Palletized Cargo oﬁ 2% Ton Cargo Trucks. (CO A)

DISCUSSION: It was found that by utilizing 2% ton cargo trucks this unit could
not meet the requirements of getting equipment to and from the Air Force loading
ramps, One reason was the unavailability of trucks and driver s. Also, only
three pallets of cargo or equipment could be hauled by each truck.

OBSERVATION: A solution to this type of problem is to cut one side of the vehicle
bed, therefare allowing double pallets to be loaded on the vehicle, The truck
then has a total carrying capacity of six pallets and reduces in half the number
of trips that would normally be required. It is also much easisr to load the
vehicle using forklifts,

1, ITEM: POL Containers, . (Co A)

DISCUSSION: It has been found that POL containers, such as the 600 gallen
petrol containers, are at a critical shortage in Vietwam, Much time has been
spent trying to keep these containers refilled.

9
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AVGE-C 15 February 1566
SU"JECT: Operational Report ~ Lessons learnec for Quarser 5nding 31 January 1966 (i)

OBSERVATION: A solution is to weld together two shipping containers used for 2%
ton or larger truck engine and make a spout on it. This container will heold an
additional 300 gallons of POL.

m, ITEM: Equipment Lost on Shipping Line. (Co &)

DISCUSSION: It was noticed that a lot of supplies were baing lust or stolen
Trom our shipoing liness After a small box of supplies were packaged, it was
rat on the respective unite shipping line. However, many of these small
items were being misplaced or stolen enrcute,

OBSERVATION: A better method is to put all small boxes together in one large
pallet covered on the tops and sides with cardbcard, Band the supplies to the
pallet with a banding machine and then mark the lssue voucher number on the
box instead of the item discription,

n, ITEil: Breakage of Rice Bags During Air Drops. (Co a)

DISCUSSION: 1In the past the breakage of rice bags upon impact with the ground
during air drops has caused loss of rice and time on the drop zone.

OBSERVATION: Put the 100 kilo bags of rice inside a 200 kilo bag when air

dropping. If the 100 kilo hag breaks, the other bag will hold all the rice and
it will not be spread over the drop zone,
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i 163G CONFI OE 15 Pobtrumary 1968
>JBJECT: Operational Report = Lessons learned for Quarter Ending 31 Jamuary 1968 (U)

6, () Other

a, TITEM: Distribution of CA ‘rojects and CiA commodities, (Co A)

DISCUSSION: .any .JAawcricans, beliseving that they understand the
Vietnamcse, have attemptad to begin CA projects and distribute Ci. com odities
without c¢onsidering the overall effect of the project and without coordinating
these activities through their Vietnamese counterparts.

OBSENVATION: Americans involved in Ch activities must bear in mind
tat .morican values and customs do not necesserily correspond with Vietnamese
va2lues and customs, cspecially in remote areas where the majority of the populace
is unoducated. Ca ctoojects should not be started unless there is o definite necd
far them, The people that will be aided by the projects must be willing to work
Zor them and understand the purpose of the projects., 41l Ci :ztivities must be
very carefully planned and coordinated through Vietnemese cov teorparts and officials
o have a much better understandine of the Vietnamese neople

Y. ITZi: Distribution =f Gifts as a Civic .ction .Toject. (Det B=3L)

DISCUSSION: Durine the Christuas holidays, gifts donatcd by charitable
or;anizations were distributed to CIDG dependents and other civilian pomulace.

slthouph there werc mumecrous gifts, there was not a sufficient amount to make a
meaningful distribution, i.e. onc famlly rcceived only eme gift packape which

c-atained a dress or a doll, The family consisted of two girls sod tiree boys,
uSs a result, some rapport was lost,

OBSERVATION: Insure that sufficient items are on hand for such
distributions cven if small itoms have to be locally purchascd with funds
avedilable,

Ce ITEM: CL/PSYO.S Interes*+ at WA" Detachments., (Det B~32)

DISCUSSION: The heavy opcrational and administrative requirements
nlaced on an VAT detachment frequentlr hinder their takins an active interesst in
Ci/P8YOIS activities,

OBSERV..TION: The "B" Detachment S5 can solve this problem by getting
~t to the "AT dctachments to assist in Ci/DSYOPS activities and provide materials.

nce several projects have becn completed, members of the "A" detachment ponerally
ecome enthusiastic about CA/DPSYONS,

d. ITEM&~DSYOr Films (Co 4)

DISCUSSION: JUSPAQ has a limited stock of Vietnamgse speaking propa-
nanda f£ilms, "It 18 felt that more and a greater varicty arc nweded,

OBSERV..TION: The Victnomese Information Service, VIS, has a stock of

propaganda and cducational films. These £ilms, if used, would groatly enhance the
overall Ch and SYOS programs,
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i.IGB=C 15 February 1968
“JBJECTs Operational Report = Lessons Learned for Quarter Ending 31 January 1968 (U,

. ITEM: ‘ropaganda Distribution (Co D)

DISCUSSION: It often occurs that the VC distribute leaflets and
other types of propacanda after dark while allied forces are not in the area.

OBERVATION: The VIS Chief in tho area should counteract this
rotivity as soon as possible by conducting his ewn propaganda activities,

f, ITEM: .crial Broadcast Expleitation (Co C)

DISCUSSION: After asrial broadcasts and leaflst drops, favorables
situaticns arc not El'r'zg axploited because SYO! personmsl do not kmow hew to
renort the cffectiveness of such actions. On occesion such personmel also are
unawarc of thc corrcet method for requesting the needed assistance,

OBSEIWATIC!\h During orientation briefings, all incoming personnsl
should be given specific instruction to 2liminate this problem,

g+ ITEM: Standerdization of PSYOPS Equipment (Group 5=5)

DISCIISSION: Due to a lack of standardized °SYOIS equipment, some
7 vnits are using make=-shift or commercial amplifiers that cannot be repaired in
: irmy Signal units,

OBSERVATIONt: Unloss units not directly sunported by a SYOUS company
ere furnishced standardizcd equipment, these units will contimue to ignore use of
L5YOP9 or contimuc to have mininmum eifectivencss,

Y R

L, ITEM: Support of Hoi Chanh Centers (B-32)

DISCUSSION: Tay Winh, Be32, has provided thc local Hoi Chanh Genter
il. basic materials from which the returnces arc rm-%ing bricks, culverts,
furniture, cte.

OBSERVATION: This program has noticecably imoroved Hoi Chanh norale,
snd provided small financisl support and professional skills for them, It should
%: implomentcd elsewhere.

e 1 1, ITdH: Haxiomm Utilization of PSYOr hircraft (Co A)

DISCUSSION: In the past it has been found that we were not utilizing
our availeble .BY0: alrcraft to the meximum because we were selecting only one
targaet arca per flight,

OBSERVATION: After a study of current policios, it was found that
we could utilTze ons alreraft for thrue or four different target areas during one
flight. Care must be taken to properly space and mix leaflats while they are
being loaded on the aircraft and close coordination must be maintained with the

flight crew to insure that the proper tapes and leaflets arc employed over the
proper target ereas,
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GB=C CO'\' 15 February 1968 .
r . 3UBJECT: Operational Report = Lassons learrcd for Quarter Ending 31 Jamuary 1968 (U)

Jj» ITZu: Hand Dissenination »f ieaflets, (Co i)

] DISCUSSIOil: The mejority of the leaflets disscminated *n Vietnam are
! sir dropped, | although this is an effective, fast mothod of disseminzting propeganda,
! vany times leaflets are wasted due to weather conditions, pilot errors, ctc.

OBSERVATION: It has been found that when leaflets are hand

| ¢isseminated It arouses the curiousity of the rece'.vers and allows for disuussion.
! lecaflets can be offectively hand dissendaated by Jolitical Warfare Teams, irmed
.ropaganda Teams, and soldiors, but care must be taken to insure that the perscnnel
distrituting the leaflets understend what the leaflets sgy and are able to further
cxpl n the leaflets if questions should arisc.

ke ITEi: Utildization of VNSF .ircraft for .,SYOP Missions, {Co i)

! DISCUSSION: In the past, we had becen using only USAF elrcraft for our
{  SYO> missions, Due tn the limitcd munber of aircraft available for 'SYOD use,
aircraft were not alweys available for immediate exploitation of SYOP intelligence.

? OBSERVATION: Through VNSF counterparts, aircraft for »SYOP missions

i can bs obtainsd from the VNAF, This has been accomplished in Co i, and we now

i h-ve an average of two VNAF 7SYOP aircraft per weck. VNSF personnel should

: accompany the aircraft on all missions to become familiar with conducting SYOr
missions and to insure that the proper target areas are covered.

1, ITEM: AN/TRC-Th (Sig Off)
DISCUSSION: This radio is designed for 12 volt operation on a

~rhicular mount. Howcver, if uscd it mst be comml.tely insulated srom touching
tie vehicle due to the 2L volt ‘system on 8rmy vehicles,

! OBSERV.TION: If not coupletely irsulated, the radio will overheat
i and burn out,

me ITEiis Vaterproofing of HT=1 Radios (Sig Off)
DISCUSSIONs Tests are being conducted to waterproof the HT=1l., A

thin necoprenc memoran: is placed over the specker assembly sealing it with silicon
freasc, A neoprene gasket with silicon greasc is sealing the screw,

i OBSERVATION: The set is still far from waterproof but the modification
hos limited molsture penetration considerably.

n, ITEM: Emergency Commnication Tackets (Sig Off)

i DISCUSSION: Emercency installation and/or restoration of existing
. commnications require the uvailability of complete emergency commnications
ackets,
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SUBJECT: Operational Report = lessons Learned for Quarter Ending 31 January 1968 (U}

OBSERVATION: Ewvperience has proven that a team going into an arca
> sot up emorgency or restore existing communications, must arrive with everythin-
roquired for a basic Special Forces Communicaticns System to include a 110 volt
.onerator,

0. ITEM: prmergency Communications ({Sig Off)

DISCUSSION: Recent attacks on Smecial Forces Camps have proven that
L first items costroyed will be all antennas above ground., ‘wnerience has
oroven the AN/GRC-109 is the casiest of all available radics on which to load
unconventional antcnras,

OBSERVALTION: Thoe use of the AN/GRC-109 emorgency commnication should
t.> etruseed, Emergency antennas either underground or under the roof of commo
-ankers are much easier to load with the AN/GRC-109,

pe ITEM: ueceiving and Efficiently Copying Incoming Messages from "AW
D-tochments, ~(Det B-35)

DISCUSSION: During the time of cnemy contact or periyds of heavy
aduinistrative traffic there is to a certmn degree, some confusion and repeating
~f radio traffic.

OBSERVATION: The use o>f a tapo recorder to tapec contacts and all
messagcs for Tater play back and copying will lessen the possibility of mistakes.
Towes are casily destroyed by erasing, and after used a number of timws burned.

qe ITEM: Antenna lead-ins (Det B=35)

DISCUSSION: During mumerous mortar attacks, antenna liad-ins have
Do cut by fortar fragments,

OBSERVATION: It has boen lzarned that if antenna lead-ins are nver
20 feut high Tir the air and torminnte at the communications bunker in several
Jifferent places, chances of antenna lead-ins being cut by shell fragments
are lossened,

r, ITEli: Hadio Repairman (Det B-35)

DISCUSSICL: During the last 90 day period it has been noted that
this detachment and its subordinate “i' detachments have had mumerous radios that
ncaded repair,

OBSERVALTION: "B" Detachments and subordinate "aA" Detachments have
miserous radios, When one radio needs repairing the detachmeut is short this item
of equipment, If Special Forces "B" Dectachments were suthorized a radio repairinan
71d spare parts, most of tho radios could be repaired at the "B" Detachment's
1rcation, Under this syastem radios could be ready foar use much faster than under

lie present system, Also this would decentralize the repair systen in the same way
Spocial Forces units are cecentralized,
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! UBJECT1 Operational Reoprt - Lessons Luarned for Quarter Ending 31 Jamuary 1968 (7

8, ITEH: Communications School {Det B=-35)
DISCUSSION: It is a slow and tedious task to give commnication
Zastruction to a gr.up or CIDG troops by the use »f an interpreter,

O3SERVLTION: Imring the past 9C days ten CIDG trnops sttended
: tue week communication schowl on the oueration and mainte:~aca of the "RC 6,
aC 10, MC 25, HT-! aad TR 20 vadios, This was accomplishsd »y giving tha
instruction to the ViSF communications supervisor and having the V-SF give the
instruction to the CIDG troops. Instruction will be more thorcugh and VHSF will

know more about the equipment, The USASF advises the VNSF and he inturn instructs
tiie CIDG tioops.

t. ITEM: Commo betweon "B' Detachments and US Unite, (Co &)

DISCUSSIOL: Dctachient B=36 often conducts operations in cone
sunction with US Division opzrations bLut has no means for commnications with
the US Units.

ORSERVATION: US units are equinped with mobile comrmnications
vhich :an easily cc-locate witl B=36 to provide the .ecessary commo link, This
solution has proved acceptabtle and effective to both USASF and US units,

u, ITE.l: Improved Teletype Coamo to "B" Detachments (Co i)
DISCOSSIVH: ladio-telatype equipment at 2 Delachtcnts is
Jirficult to majntain and operate due to limited repair fecilities, sensitive
~quipment and limited transportation for repzirmen,
- OBSERVATION: Tw: B Dctachments werc given circuits over VHF
systems to the Co .t commeentcr, Tucse print to Point circuits eliminated the

13¢d for radlos for teletype comio and thus reduced the maintenance requirerment
considerably,

v. ITE.f: a1l Duolex Redio-Teletype Opevation (G w)

DISCUSSIVYiis Lu. %o close proxinity ol transmitters to receivers,
Co 4 could not send and raccive redio=toletype rzssages ot the same time.

OBSERVATION: Onc T-368 transmitter was installad coproximately
200 reters from the commeenter, eliminating interference and allowing full duplex
radio=telotype operation,
w. ITE«: Signal Equipment (HC-106 Amolifier) (Co D)
DISCUSSIUN: The HC~106 amr:lificr desicmed t> beost pwer output

of #N/iRC=7L from 15 watts to 100 watts is battery powered (Ba=30) or adaptabls
t> 4l power source. (Ba 386 battery is suiteble for the amplifier)
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L VQB=C 15 Februery 1968
SUBJECTs Operational Repurt - losmons learned for Quarter Ending 31 Jamary 1968 (U}

OBSERVATION: Use of the amplifisr was best suited to sites wherse AC
power source could be made availabls, The amplifier was tested under combat
conditions on two separate occasions for periods ranging from one to three weeks
and its performance was excoellormt. The use of ome amplifier per tw: AN/TRC-TL
radios makes an effective substitute for the KWM=2A.

Xx. ITEM: S5ignal Equipment (»B=105 Antenna Tower) (Co D)

DISCUSS:ON: The AB-105 antenna tower is metal and is 73 feet high,
The ground area required is 67 foot radius Jor three supporting guys. Both the
ontenna base and guy base require concrote support, The tower is adaptable for
i. Detachment use at l.sser heights, LO feet, to mect camp defensive requirements.

OBSERVATION: The antenna tower is not the most practical item for
Spacial Forcos use wecéuse of cowplications in erection, Howcwer, 1t is suitable
in ldeu of lighter type towers. ZIZrection is most efficiently accomplished with
use of heavy duty cranss, Ficld construction can be effected by use of gin pole
device,

ve ITEM: ivailability of whole blood at CIDG hospitals, (Op Surgeon)

DISCUSSION: WHhole blood is not aval lable to CIDG paticnte through
Tictnomese or US.SF sourcef. Frush wholse blood available from US military
wiical facilities must often ram~in availablo for US personmnel until its
xpiration poriod of 21 days elapses, For these rcasons, CIDG hospitals have
been obtaining whole blood from US military hospitals which is just 21 days o1d
~0¢ utilizing it on CIDG patients untll the blood is 28 days old, after which
vrmeed blood is discarded, The outdated blood appears to provide as much benefit
2s frosh wholo blood and no detrimental effects have been noted,

OBSERVATION: Outdated blood can be utilized for at lsast a week
aftor 1ts expiration date without untoward effects,

gz, ITEM: Dreventive Muodicine (Gp Surgeon)
DISCUSSION: Twelve cases »f plague were reported among indigenous
-rgonnel in @ village near the CIDG camp at Ha Thanh in I CTZ on 7 Jan 68, Of
thesc, twn cagscs were fatal, Investigotion revealed tha porsonnel contracting
tuz disease ontarced the arca after the Spouclal Forees plegue immnization
arogram was comploted and therefore had not been immunized.

OBSZRVATION: Adequatc provontive msdicine cannot be implomented
until thorougﬁ control of tha population and its mrvementd 18 maintained.

an, ITEM: Dental Treatmwnts on Med Caps (Co D)

DISCUSSIONs It has boon found that attendance at Mod Caps is far
croeater, and That Med Caps are more successful when dental treatments are included,

OBSERVATIONs Evory effort should be made to includo dental treatmonts
°n Med Cepe, CON‘FA'DENT"“-
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AVQB=C CO D\ FIDENTIRL 15 February 1968
SUBJ:CTs Oporational Qeport - Lesscns Learned for Quarter Ending 31 Jan 68 (U)

bb, ITEN:t Kitchon Help (Co D)

DISCUSSION: It has been found that kitchen help previocusly
treated for intestinal parasites have since bocome reinfected,

O3SERV.ITION: Kitchon help must be examinsd and trceted periodically
£ intestinal parasites,

cce ITEH: Water Purification (Co D)

DISCUSSIONs During tho dry season the water lawvel throughout the
D:clta is considerabl:- lower and the runoff appreciably lessened or completuly
rnlteds The contamination of thoe remaining water is thums increased.

OBSERVITIONs At the beginning of the dry scason more emphasis must
b placed on water purification due to incrcased levels of contamination,

dd, ITEM: ~Payment >f Subsistence to Hospitalized CIDG Persomnel (Det B-3S)

DISCUSSION: Hospitalized CIDG pursonnel in this deotechment's
dispensary offen complalned thet thay were receiving inadequate food even
though thoy were rcceiving a subsistence allowance,

OBSuIV.TION: These complaints were curtailed by contrecting with
the wife of a Tocol CIDU to rcceive the subsistence and, in return, provide
three hot mesls a dagy for all hospitalized peorsonnel. Complaints have
virtually ceased and personnel are now roceiving an adequate diut.

oe, ITEMs Construction Fill {Co D)
DISCUSS10N:

(1) During the planning and construction of Special Forcos camps
in the delta region of Vietnam, onc is faced with thec problem of finding or making
svailaple lsrge quantities of f£ill for borm construction, rovetrents and gensral
cover for persomnel positions and ommnition storage when the dry land availablo
is cbout the size of the desired camp 2nd it's highest point is only 2me to two
foot above the water line,

(2) In thc past = small doz:r had been used to work outside the
comp in an attempt to police up sufficlent £ill to complote all camp projects.
This mothod onded in the dozor jotting stuck and heving to go lnside the camp and
2ig down in an attempt to get sufficiont £i11., This caused tho camp to be lower and
wotter than was desired and left a berm around the camp that was not adequate
during flooding,

(3} A crawler moumtcd cranc with a dragline attachment was visualized
a8 the bast piece of equipmunt to obtain £111 from above, at, or below the water's
surf-ce and in sufficient quantity to construct the desired size berms and fort-
ification, Vith this piecc of equipment a smell picce of dry ground about the sirze
of the camp 4s all that is required end the dragline could drodge sufficaent aoils
to complete construction projucts, 99
CONFIDENTIAL
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4VGB=C - 15 February 1968
SUBJECTs Operational Report - lessons learned for Quartcer inding 31 Jan 68 (U)

OBSERVATION: A 10 ton crawler mounted crans weighing 39,000 1bs
end positioned 8l & staging area within flying range of a (H=-54 helicopter from
tho construction site can be dismantled by skilled mechanics, lifted to the site
by (B<bly aircroft and roeasscmblod with hend todls, It.can bo opora* .d fr-- diy
iand or on wooden pads in swampy arcas and cfficlently dredge up enough mrterials
to éonstruct an efficlent Special Forces camp.

SECTION 2, PART II - RECOMMENDATIONS

NONE,
7 /7///)‘;»/ —'&Z—"
11 Incl: JONATHAN F. IADD
See Table of Contents Colonel , Infa.ntry
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AVHGC=DST (15 Peb 68) 1st Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Leassons Learned for Quarterly Period Ending
31 January 1968 (ECS CSPOR-65) (U) (UIC #MALXAA)

HEADQUARTERS, UMITED STATES ABMY VIEVNAM, APO Ssa Francisco 96375 5 NAR 19

70: v Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
AP0 96558

Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the Army,
Washington, D. C. 20310

1, This hsadquarters has raviewed the Operational Rsport-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 Jamuary 1968 frowm Headguarters,
¢ ,h Special Forces Group (Airbornme), 1st Special Forces (A4X6),.

2, Correst UIC Number WALXGAA.

3. Concur with report, Respart is considered adequate,

h, A copy of this indorssment will be furniehed to the reporting unit
through channels,

FOR THE CCMMANDER:$

E %A/'{ATSUKASA'
Caplani. \"°C
Assistant Adjutant Geoeral,
3 Copy furnished: :
: HQ 5th SFG (Abn), 1st SF »
‘
i
i
] 101 !
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3 GPOP-DT (15 Feb 68) (U) 2d Ind
! SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 5th Special Forces Gp (Abn) for
Period Ending 31 January 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 29 APR 1968

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ment and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOK THE COMMANDER IN CHILEF:

O artf

C.L. SHORTY
CPT, AGC
Asst AG

102
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Incl 2 to Sth SFGA ORLL for Quarter Ending

{C) Operationa:

a, Squad

b. Platoon

¢. “Company or Larger
(C) Contacts:

a, Contacts resulting from Friendly

Offonsive Action:

e VC attacks on installations and

convaoys1

¢. Incidents (booby traps, mines,

assassinations, etc,):
(C) Confirmed VC Losses:
2, KIA
b, WIA
ce CPIR

ds ...Qxarterly comparison of confirmed VC losses country-wide:

1st Ouarter 67
2d Quartor 47
3d Quarter 67
Lth Quarter 67

(C) USASF Losses:
a, KA
b, WIA
c, MIA

CONFINRENTIAL
STATISTICAL DATA

I II
oz crz
383 2738
1280 2463
181 1582
166 350
87 208
19 Lo
339 752
6L 30
32 127

7 6
6 7
1l 0

d, Quarterly comparison of USASF casuaities country-wide:

1st Quarter 67
2d Quarter 67
3@ Quarter 67
Lth Querter 67

(C) VNSF Losses:
a. KIA
be WIA
c. JIA

31 Jamary 1968

MIA
3
2
1
5
0 2
0
0

DOWNGRADE AT 3 YR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
DOD DIR 5200,10

CONFIBENTIAL

163

I v
CTZ  CTZ
2937 SLAL
1060 6618
Lh 1386
By 22,
191 219
ks 121
553 397
Sk 60
9 60
1 10
sh 15
2 2
TOTAL
—102
51
10
1%
2 3
12 6
2 0

2041
208
226

37
e

26
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STATISTICAL DATA {CONT'D)

I II III v TOTAL

oz oz oz oo
' 6. (£) CIDG Losses: ‘
a8, XKIA 32 128 120 Ul L2l
5, WIA 63 Lot sL7 2L3 1295
c. HMMIA 2 0 87 15 10L
dy Quarterly comparison of CIDG casualties country-wide:
KL WIA MIA TOTAL
1st Quarter 67 322 520 ) 1322
2d Quartoer 67 L36 1419 131 1986
3d Quarter 67 260 1012 28 1300
_ Lth Quarter 57 L2l 1254 104 1779
; 7. (C) RP/PF Losses:
§ 2, KIA n B8 16 101 136
! L. WIA 72 5 LS 2Ly 37
'; c. MIA 0 0 0 28 28
{ ¢, Quarterly ccmparison of RF/PF casualties country-wide:
i K1A WL MIA TOTAL
= 1st Quarter 67 N pran ] 287
; 2d Quarter 67 101 178 26 305
; : 3d Quarter 67 56 167 1 22,
1 Lth Quarter 67 136 371 28 535
r 8. (C) Wcapons:
a, Frisndly weapons lost: n L3 173 248 L75
b, Enemy Weapons lost: 158 430 7L 139 8ol
2a2
CONFIDENTIAL
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY =

HEADQUARTERS

5TH SPECIAL FORCES GROUP (AIRBORME) 1ST SFECIAL FORCES B

APO SAN FRANCISCO 96240 E

AVGB-CT 7 Febuary 1968
SUBJECT: Quarterly Combat Development Report -
70: See Distribution :
Inclosed is a summary of the highlights of the 5th SFGA Coembat ;
Developments Program for the period 1 November 1967 - 21 January 1968, ;
FOR THE COMMANDER:
RN 3

~"\-

N ) /\n .\)\/\\ E

1 Inel D.E. BROCK
list of CD Projects MAJ INF :
Adjutant E

DISTRIBUTION :

A

st g oal Lt

B WG,

REGRADE UNCLAS WHEN SEPARATED
FROM CLASSIFIED INCLOSURE

IndA i to 5th SFGA ORLL, 1 Nev 67 bofL Jan 68
CONFIDPENTIARL
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COMBAT DEVELOPMENTS

PROJECTS CURRENTLY UNDER EVALUATION

1. (C) Seven mine firing switches, MFS-X1 were received by the 5th SFGA
on 24 October for test and evaluation., This switch, developed due to a request
put in by 5th SFGA to the Limited Warfare Laboratories, provides a lightweight,
battery powered device that will detonate any explosive devices that employ the M-6
or similar electric blasting cap. The switch consists of a waterproof case with
connectors to accomodate the firing leads to 10 explosive devices, which may be
fired individually, in selected combinations, or all in salvo, The switches have
been sent to all the CTZ!s for evaluation which has been extended through January.
This item appears to be excellent in both camp dofonsa and ambush opérations,

2, (C) Mini-Grenade System. USALWL has develdoped a series of miniaturized
chemical gremndes. These are small lightweight items designed to supplement the
standard chemical munitions and to enable the soldier to carry a greater variety
of munitions without having to increase the weight he must carry., These grenades
are built into & small aluminum container similar to the .can 35mm film is packaged
in; measuring 1.2" by 1.8", The XM-166 white smoke is being received on a month-
Yy 2llocation and is being cistridut:l to salected units for ovaluotion, Tho
XM=167 green smoke, XM~168 red smoke, XM-169 yellow smoke have not been received
yet, but will be available in the future for evaluation, Other items of this
system under development are a white phosthorous and a thermite~incendiary grenade.

3. (U) Pcrtable HF Anterna AN-3 for PRC~64, 5th SFGA received five ANe3
artenras which is a lightweight, compact highly effieient loop antenna, The
external tuning and matching network provided will cover the frequency range
from 2,0 mhz to 8.5 mhz thus making it compatible with the AN/PRC~64 radio, and
the corresponding range of other HF radios. A lightweight mast and guides are
provided for use when trees are not availabie for installation. This antenna
during CONUS tests in mountainous terrain has proven to worl at panges in excess
of 200 miles with the AN/PRC-64 radio. The antennas were . .stributed for
testing in early November 1967. 5th SFGA tes -esults so far have been disappoint-
ing &8s no positiva two wa contact has yet boon completed. Spocifié problems
have not yet been identified,

4. (C) Airboat Communications System. The interim system developed by the
5th SFGA Signal Maintenance Facility using the AN/PRC=25 redio and additional
modules mounted in a waterprcoof ammunition box has proven relatively satisfactory.
An ENSURE request that had been submitted to USALWL is being worked on, with two
sets of the svstems becoming awvailable after 15 January 1968. This system will use
the VRC~12 radio transmitters and will feature CVC helmets with the built in head-
set and microphone for the operators. In additionan inquiry from NiSA through
MACSA may result in efforts to further refine a solution to this problem,
me11 +o Inel 4 DOWNGRADE AT 3 YEAR INTERVATS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
DOD DIR 5200.10
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5. 2(C) In answer to numerocus requests from the field thc Croun 3immnl
Officer has developed and is presentl. evaluatirng a sluple, coniintus signal
Agent Radio. This radio is irtended for use by friendly agents in villages
near CIDG camps. When connected, the radio emits a continocus audible signal
at the reciever which is located in the CIDG camp. The receiver is equipped
with a directional antenna to determine which agent radio is calling. The
CIDG Camp Commander, by establishing a simple code system (e.g. continous
signal menns VC in village), can extend his influence further and react more
effectively to VC threats to outlying villages. The same field reguests have
been forwarded through ACTIV for formal development,

6. (C) Patrol Seismic Intrusion Detector (PSID), This detecteor is a
sensor system small and light enough (each detector weighs 8 ounccs and is the
size of a paper back book) to be carried by a patrol. Each system contains
four detectors and one moritor. The detector is sensitive encugh to detect
footsteps at 30 meters and capable of giving alert to ronitor units over a
distance of one 1:ile, Three PSID's have been received so far ard are being
evaluated by selected units, Seven riore PSID!s are due in, In addition two
Seismic Intrusion Detectors (SID), a larger detector with greater range and
more sensors are being evaluated in the camp defense role.

RECENTLY COMPLETED EVALUATIONS

1, (C) Gunship II Project (Super Spooky). The 5th SFGA assisted the US
Air Force in an evaluation program of the Super Spooky aircraft. This aircraft
is a modified C-130 which has four 20mm gatling gun cannons, four 7.62mm mini-gun

systemd, ar improved searchlight for both infra-red and visible ground illumination

and electronic target acquisition equipment, which gives the aircraft an all
weather capability. The Super Spooky not anly carries more ammunition but also

has the ability to remain over the target fur several hours longer than the present

C-47 type Srooky. The 5th SFGA portion of the evaluation consisted of emplacing
ground radar beacon ecuipment in five "A" camps in II CTZ. This equipment gave
the aircraft an accurate position location on the ground, thereby permitting

accurate fire support in any weather, day or right. The evaluation was sueccasfully
completed in mid-December and the Super Spooky should become operational in the near

future .

2. (C) Manpack FPersomnel Detector (MPD). The MPD is a device intened to
alert the operator to the presence of concealed humans by detecting certain human
chemical effluvia. The rcsults of the tests conducted on the ground determined
that in the manpacked role the MI'D would @ of very limited use due to weight,
battery life, and changing wind direction., However the devices have given good
results wher modified and installed on helicopters. 5th SFGA has requested
eipght modified sets for heliborne use which will be available on request through

the Group S-2,

3. (C) Number 4 Special Buckshot, XM=-257 rounds for 12 guage shotgun were
received in August 1967 for evaluation and sent out to all companies. This round

CONFIDENTIAL
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was developed when a requirement was generated for a special shobgen round capable
of engaging area targets, A flechette type round was developed and extensively
tested, however it was found that a Nwiber 4 buckshot round proved to be superior
to the flechette round, This round looks like ary standard commercial 12 guage
shell, however inwardly it differs by containifhg hardened buckshot instead of soft
comriercial lead shot; by having voids betwecen shot filled with granulated plastic
and by having the shot column inclosed by a polyethylene sleeve. Shot is hardened
and cushioned to obtain pattern uniformity and decreased dispersion over standard
shotgun shells, Shot liner reduces harrel wear and maintains shot package configur
ation during bore travel, When the XM~257 is fired in the hand cocked, 20 inch
barrel, riot type shotgun, all of the shot pellets will he in a 40 inch circle at
LO meters. Evaluation was completed in December. The round was found to be
superior to the standard shotgun round ut not a substitute fecr the 40mm cannister
round.

4, (C) Panel Illumination Marker, Y¥172 is a 14 X 20 inch plastic panel
which contains a chemiluminescent compound sezled between a clear plastic top
and an aluminum foil reflecting surface. Vher the compound inside is exposed to
air it emits a blue-green light. It has been tested extensively by Project Delta
and found to be useful in extending all types of air-gr-und operations into the
hours of darkness. One drawback is the strong chemical odor emitted by the
co.pound inside, Evaluation reports reflected this difficiency. LSC has a
limited supply of these panels for operational use by interested units.

ITEMS DUE IN FOR_TEST AKD EVALUATION BY 5TH SFGA

1. (C) Position Marker, PM=3, The FM-3 is a modification of the PM-1
previously tested by the 5th SFGA, which has had the smoke payload greatly in-
creased. This marker system is an expendahle smoke sirmal for use in areas
having a dense Jurgle canopy. When the signal is fired the signal assembly
penetrateg the canopy and travels to an altitude of 300 feet, A parachute
stabilizes its fall back into the canopy where two grapnels ejected during
flight snag, suspending the signal so the smoke is visible to aircraft. This
item was due for testing in Sept-mber 1967 however it has not yet been received,

2. (C) A4Omm Rapid Fire Grenade Launcher Systems, The 5th SFGA was
originally scheduled to receive three systems of the rapid fire grenade launcher:

a. Hand crarked, low velocity.
b, Automatic, low velocity.
¢. Automatic, high velocity.

These systems all fire the standard high explosive 4Omm grenade as used with the
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M-79 grenade launcher, However the hand cranked low velocity system was found to
ke faulty and has been eliminated. This has held up final development and
acceptance of the other two systems, but the 5th SFGA is still scheduled to re-
ceive them for evaluation wher they become available.

3. (C) Anti-disturbance Firing Switch. This self contained firing
switch, about the size of a pack of cigarettes has a built in power supply and
thrembler device. It will detonate an electric cap hooked up to its termuirals
when, 80 seconds after the activation switch is turned on, the device is dis-
turbed by moving or turning in any manner. Once the switch is tumed on the
battery is good for 90 days. The 5th SFGA is attempting to procure these
firing devices throuh CISO from the Navy lahoratorics where they were developed
for the SuALS. Fifty of these have heen ordered, delivery date is unknown at
this time.

4. (C) Also developed by the Navy Laboratory is a lightweight (mostly
aluminum) 40mm pump, four r-und shotgun which fires the standard 4Omm high ex-
plosive grenade. A few of these will be available tp 5th SFGA for evaluation
in late February.

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST

1, (U) A six pound, eight foot pneumatic’ boat was shown to personnel of
the SFOB in Dscember by a representative of MACSA, This lightweight boat folds
into an eight by twelve inch roll when deflated. One man can inflate the boat
in 8ix minutes’ and a sguad could inflate it in perhaps one minute, The boat
appears capable of supporting a full squad of CIDG in river crossing with their
weapons and packs inside and the troops holding on outside, A request for dev-
elopment and evaluation has been submitted but there is no present indication
when these boats will be available, [Four similar pneumatic hoats developed by
the USKLWL will be available for evaluation by the 5th SFGA in early spring.

2, (U) As indicated in the paragraph on the Airboat Intercom System,
requests for development requirements have been received from the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration (NASA). Of particular interest to them is the
adaptation of ultra lightweight electronics for use in RVN, A field requirement
has been forwarded to the FASA lLiaison Officer for an ultra lightweight version
of the AN/CRC-109 Radio. The requirement stated that all qof the reliability and
operational flexibility of the A¥/GRC-109 must be retained but the system should
be reduced in weight to the maximum extent possible.
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HEADQUARTERS
STH SPECIAL FORCES GROUP (AIRBORNE ), 1ST SPECIAL FORCES
APO San Francisco, 9%2L0

AVGB-C 15 November 1967

SUBJECT: Employment of Civilian Irregular Defense Group and Long Range
Reconnaissance Projects (U)

TO: SEE DISTRIBUTION

1, (U) General: This letter presents this commandis concept for the
employment of C)DG Forces and Long Range Reconnaissance Projects in support
of FWMAF deplcyed in Vietnam, the cormand relationship which should be es~
tablished to effect optimum employmerit of assets, and the methods of effecting
coordination and liaison between conventional units and supporting assets of
this command, 1/hile procedures outlined herein may appear complex and time
consuming, they are considered to be the only means of effectively coordinating
operations between FTMAF, CIDG Forces and Lon: B~ e Reconnaissance Projects,

2. (C) Civilian Irregular Defense Groun:

a, Background:

{1) The CIDG program was developed to provide a means of filling
the vacuum existing in many remate w.’ underpopulated areas where ARVN umifs
can not effectively be employed anc ... aich are not under govermment control,
Basically the camps deployed under this program have the mission of border
surveillance and/or interdiction of enemy infiltration routes and conducting
operaticns asainst enemy base areas. Ancillary missions of these campe are
the gathering ol intelligence, the execution of Civic Action programs and the
conduct of Psycnological Operations,

(2) Within the CIDG program there are basically two types of
forces avallable to accomplish the rission, These forces are camp strike
forces (CSF) and mobile strike forc,u (MSF). The capabilities; limitations,
suitable missions and most effective concept of employment of each force will
be analyzed in the following peragraphs,

(3) .t is important to note at this time that the CIDC campe
are under * 28 command of the Vietnamese Special Forces (VNSF). The USASF
;v sonnel are present as advisors only and do not command the camps or
= 4igned pexsonnt.l,

LOMNGRADE AT 3 YR INTERVAIS

DECLASSIFIRD AFTER 12 YEARS

.DOD DIR 5200,10
CONFIBENTIAL

This ltr superocedss ltr. Hq. S5th SFGA, subjects PBEmployment ef Civilian
Irregular Defenze Group, Mke Forcs, Mobile Guerrilla Force, and Long Range
Reconnaissancs Projects® (U), dtd 19 Apr 67

Incl 5 to St' SFrA ORLL for (uarter Ending 31 January 196
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AVGB=C 15 November 1967
SIBECT: Dmployment of Civilian Irregular Defense Oroup and Long Range
Reconnais sance Projects (U)

be Capabilities and Limitations:

(1) Capabilities: Due Lo their orzanization and indigenous
background the Camp Strike Force troops have certain advantages., These are:

(a) Familiarity with tle area: Being locally recruited
they arc generally very familiar with the local terrain,

(b) Survivability: Their accustamed standard of living
permits survival on local resources with less supplemental support than that
required by conventionzl units, To a lar~e extent they can live off the land.

(¢) Mobility: Reflectinz para b, (1) (b) above, they are
capable of travelling with lighter loads. Vith their entire TOE they are
foot mobile. They require fewer helicopters proportionally. At sea lewel
cne UH-1D aircra®™ can transport 11 fully armed and equipped Camp Strike Force
troops with a two-hour fusl load.

. (d) Language and ethnic origin: The Camp Strike Force has
the capability to sain the support of the local populace to a greater degree
than ethnic foreigners,

(e) Rapid reaction: Mot being restricted by specific dew
fensive missions as ARVN units are, they are free to react rapidly to chansging
situations. This i3 enhanced by the training of the VNSF commanders ami the
presecce of U,8s advisors at a low level, rot found in ARVN units,

(2) Limitations: As with any military force the Camp Strike Force
has ecertain limitations which, of necessity, will dictate thelr method of em-
ployment, These limitations will vary in extent from Corps area to Corps area
due to the difference in culture, languape, education and motivation, They ares

(&) Training and discipline: The Camp Strike Force personnel
are paramilitary employees recruited fram tie area in which the camp is located,
The relative freedom with which they can terminate employment, thelr logs of
motivation in proportion to the distance employed away fram thelr "home" area,
and corollary training and discipline factors limit their reliability or use
in complex, highly sophisticated, long rango, or long term operations,

{v) Fire discipline:s The Camp Strike Force can provide a
heavy volume of fire but because of communication and training limitations, this
fire is often difficult to lift or shift. Further, they tend to react to enemy
fire or suspected presence by uncontrolled, premature, and undesired firej dis

cloaing, often completely, their own positions, This characteristio coincidentally

poses special hazards in chance meetings of friendly units,

2
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AVQB=( : 15 Noverber 1967

SUBJECT: Employment of Civilian Irregular Defense Group and long Rance
Reconma issance Projects (U)

ety oy

(¢) Fhysical limitationss The Camp Strike Force soldier is
not generally as strong as the US soldier, As a result his endurance is limited.
The perlod in which he can operate effectively on long term operations varies
fram approximately five days in IV CTZ to 15 days in IY CTZ.

o rrocgrageeme. ey, o

(d) Lleadership: The-leadership capaﬁiliti.es of the Camp
3 Strike Force leaders veries from mediocre to good. In no case does it approach
the standard of the U6 units.

(e) Absence of supporting weaponss The Camp Strike Force
company does not possess the heavy fire power cepability of the normal US rifle
3 company. Seldom are more than one 60mm mortar and two .30 caliber machine
g8 deployed. There are three M-79 grenade launchers or 57mm recoilless riflss
organic to their TOE,

(£) Force structure: The maximum size of a Camp Strike Force
company 1s 132 personnel, Normal deployed strength is 100 to 115 troops.

(z) Transportation: The Camp Strike Force companies have ro
aorganie transportation,

ce Missions and capabilities: Tn view of the limitations and strengths
of the Camp Strike Force companies there are very definite missions which they
can be assigned and expected to exocute in a hivhly effective mammer, They are:

e yone

(1) Blocking missions: In view of their ground maneuverability
they are capable of moving into relatively lnaccessible areas to block the
withdrawal of enemy elements,

(2) Sereening forcet For the same coneideration as in (1) above
they are oble to soroen the flanks of friendly wmits to prevent surprise attacks,
and slow the withdrawal of enemy units to the flank,

: (3) Light reconnaissance in force: The Camp Strike Forces are
ideally suited to locate enemy forces for destruction by a conventional force,
Their familiarity with the area and their ability to assoclate with the local
populace enhances this capability. They have only a limited capability to fix
the enemy for destruction by a conventional force, but if assured of a reaction
force, they will usually attempt to accomplish this mission,

(4) Search and destroy: The Camp Strike Force has the capability
of searching out end destroying small enomy wnits of company and smaller size,
Jarger forces they can not normally destroy without assistance from conventional
forces, to include air and artillery support,

H (5) Reconnoiter and secure LZ/DZ for larger more heavily armed
wmits,

3
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AVGB=C 15 November 1967
_ SUBJECT: Employment of Civilian Irregular Defense Group and long Rangs
i Reconnaissance Projects (U)

(6) Combat operations against local VC ard VC infrastructure to
include control owvsr indlgenous personnel when such action is necessary,

d. Camp Strike Force Concept of Employment:

(1) The Camp Strike Force should be employed in a manner consistent
with thoir capabilities, and assigned missions which they can normally be ex=-
pected to perform satisfactorily. These missions should consider their fighting
abilities, best exploit their knowledge of the area and exploit their maneuver-
abllity, Missions which they are not considered suited for inclwde, but are
not limited to, the following:

s - T i ————— #0rr ———

i (a) Perimeter security: Due to their lack of supporting
weapons and poor fire diseipline they are not considered suitable for defensive
missions,

(b) Guides to individual units: Fragmentation of the Camp
Strike Force into emall groups for use a3 guldes, isolates them from their
normal leadership and requires them to exercise a degree of initiative which
they do not possess. They are not currently motivated to exercise this mission.
A Camp Strike Force company with USASF advisors is the smallest unit which can
perform this mission satisfactorily.

(¢) Use as a reserve/reaction force: Their limitations
preclude their employment in this mamner with any reasonable assurance of swccess,

(2) The Camp Strike Force units should never be fragmented. This
separates them fram their VNSF commanders and USASF advisors and negates their
; entire training which has been centered around their employment as a cohesive
; unit,

: () Coammnications from the Camp Strike Force to the supported
! unit will have to be through the USASF advisor, Accordingly, two advisors
i will of nocessity, have to accompany each mancuver element,

(L) Transportation and fire support will have to be pmvidéd by
the supported unit through the USASF advisor, '

e, Liaism between Special Forces and conventional unitas

TR r———$ e

(1) The Senior Advisor in each Corps is 2dvised by the Special
Forces campany cowmmandor on the employment of Special Forces assets within the
Corps Tactical Zone,

] (2) ‘hen the area of interest of a major tactical cormander
(Division or Separste Brigade) encompasses all, or a portion of a CIDG Camp's
TAOR tho "B' detachment or USASF company exercising advisory control over that
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CIDG camp will provids a Liaison Officer to the Division/Seperate Brigade,
This individual will be a Major or senior Captain with considerable Special
Forces axperience, His duties will be as followss

(a) Advise the Division/Separate Brigade cammander and staff
on the capabilities, limitations and techniques of employment of the Carp
Striko Farce. ot

(b) Assist the Division/Separate Brigad;a commander and staff
in the preperation of plans and orders for the employment of Camp Strike Forces
and other Special Forces sssets in support of conventional units,

(¢) During the canduct of oper=tions be physically located
with the cammand and control elesment to advise the commander and his staff in
changes in employmont, exploitation of contects, and to provide close end con=
tinuwous liaison and coordination between the conventional forces and the Special
Forces eloments operating in support,

(d) Provide fire support coordination between the deployed
Camp Strike Force elaments and the conventional fire support elements,

(e) Insure that the operations of the pertinent CING camps
are providing the support envisioned by the Division/Separate Brigade commander.

(£) Keep the "A" detachment, "B" detachment and compeny
commanders abreast of the overall tactical situation, operational requirements
and futvre plans of the US forces.

(g) Coordinate closely with the USASF company commander to
gain information roquired by the Division/Separate brigade commander on mobile
guerrilla force operations conducted within their area of interest and methods
of cmploying these assets when available.

f. Comand relations:

(1) As stated above, when the erea of interest of a2 conventional
cammander enccampesses all or a portion of the TAOR of a CIDG camp, lisison will
be provided to that cammand. At this stege thcre will be no command relation-
ship between the forces, but rather a flow of information to the commander and

his staff on friendly and enemy activity, area analysis and other specific
items desmed nocessary.

(2) At such time as the A0 of tho conventional force encampasses
81l or a portion of tho TAOR of the CIDG camp, the spocific role that the Camp
Strike Force is to play in the future oporations in that area will have to be
determined, Their specific method of employment will have to be coordinated
with, and sgreed upon by the Vietnamese Corpe commander. If at this time it
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is determined that the Camp Strike Forces from that camp will actively perticipate
in coordinated operations with the Division/Sepcrate Brigade then they will be
placed under the OPCON of the conventional force, However, {f it is determined
that the Camp Strilee Forces will only conduct scparate supporting operations
disassociated fron the conventional force then the two forces will be cone
sidered to be in a mutual support role. In any case it 1is essential that the
Corps comuander agree to and direct the overall concept of employment.,

(3) It is then necessary that the Corps commander task the
Victnamese Special Forces "C" detachment commander with the respansibility of
making the specifioc camp awvailable to exccute missions within the overall
concept of opoaraticis,.

(L) Responsibility for coordinating the employment of tho Camp
Strike Forces with the conventional unit commander will be delegated to the
Vietnamese and USASF "B" detachment cammanders, Specific missions will be
transmitted by the US major unit commander through the Liaison Officer and the
US "B" detachment commender. Ho will then effect liaison with, and gain con-
currence of his counterpart,

(5) The Vietnamese and USASF "B detachment commanders will then
inform their respective subordinates in the CIDG camp of the mission roquirement
and implemonting instructions,

(6) It is essentirl that meximum coordination and planning
consistent with the situation be effected prior to the execution of all missions,
The Vietnamese at all levels must concur in the concept of operations and tasks
t to be ussigned to the camps. The Camp Strilke Forces will operate only under
: the camand of the Vietnamese Special Forces chain-of-command. The USASF ad-

t vigors will accompahy the force ard coordinate operations with the US forces,
howaver, thoy arc uhable to oxercisc co:riand,

3. (C) Mobile Strike Forcet

a, Background: The Moblle Strike Force is organized as & multi .purpose
E reaction forco to be located in each Corps area and the SFOB which is responsive
3 to the needs of US Special Forces company commender and his VNSF counterpaxt.
The mission of this force 1s to constitute a Corps reserve; conduct raids,
ambushes and combat patrols; reinforce CIDG camps under construction or attacks
search and seizure operations; and the conduct of small scale conventional combat
3 operations to include airborne operations. .An additional mission which this
force 1s capable of is the conduct of mobile guerrilla operations into certain
areas of South Viotnam in which the VC enjoy sanctuaries and freedam of movemont.
The execution of this mission denies the VC the use of these favored routes and
baso areas, While the number of Mobile Strile Force companies may vary from
Corpe area to Corps area the number of mobile guerrilla missions which can

be adsquately supported concwrently within a Corps area,should not exceed two.
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b, Capabilities and Limitations:

(1) Bacause of their organization, background, and mission the
Mobile Strike Force troops have certain advertages that differ fram those of
the Camp Striko orce troops. These are:

(a) Rapid reaction: Tho Mobile Strike Force rapid reaction
capability is even greater than that of the Camp Strike Force in that they are
not restricted by having to provide main force elements in camp defense,

(b) The tum-over rate for persannsl is lower due to the
higher wages and csprit-de=corps gonerally found in the Mobile Strile Force.

(¢) The Mobile Strike Force is an airborne unit which en-
hances the means for employment under adverse and short reaction time conditions.

(d) Because of the size and general operational commitments
of the Mobile Strike Force a better and more oomprehensive training program is
conducted which increases the professionalism of the Mobile Strike Force.

{e) A higher quality of leadership exists among the in-
digenous personnel duc to the higher wagos and other incentives.

(f) When conducting a mobile guerrille mission the Mobile
Strike Force 18 axpected to operate as. an independent unit with no mtual
support for a period up to thirty days.

(2) Limitations: Due to the fact that the Mobile Strile Force
reproesents the entire Corps area some short comings must be realized, These arct

(a) The Mobile Strike Force will not have an intimate
knowlsdge of the area of operations and the reople within the specific area
of operation,

(b) In some cases, languege and ethnic origin will be en-
tirely different and will oreate local frictions, particularly between Mobile
Strike Force and Camp Strile Force personnel,

{¢) The logistical supply lines must of necessity be much
longer in order to provide adequate resupply. This requires the usc of aviation
to a much greater axtent, For example, all resupply during a mobile guerrilla
mission must be made by air,

(d) The Mobile Strike Force is not organised as & battalim,
but as separate compenies,

0, Missions and Capabilities:
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(1) The Mobile Strike Force is the Special Forces company:
cammanders reserve. DBy being located centrally in respect to the Corps, the ‘
Mobile Strike Forcs can be depleyed by air rapidly enough to influsnce the
outcame or further develop the situation of a major engagement by the Camp
Strike Farce,

(2) The Mobile Strike Force is ideally suitod to conduct raids,
ambushes and combat patrols because of 1ts airborme capability and greater
dogree of training,

(3) By utilizing Mobile Strike Force troops to conduct combat
operations in the vicinity of new camp construction sites more Camp Strike
Force personnel con be diverted from security to construction tasks.

(L) Bocause of the higher statc of training and professionalism
the Moolle Strike Force is able to perform more conventional combat missions
on 2 limited scale to include coordinated joint US/Mobile Strike Force operations,

(5) VC/NVA base camps located during mobile guerrilla missions are
carefully observed and either raided or hzrassed as warranted by the situation,
Lines of commnications are cut by raids and ambushes and interdicted by mines
and beeby traps., Enemy supply caches are located and eliminated. Alr strikes
are directed and assessed,

d, Concept of Employment:

(1) To facilitate rapid reaction and minimm dslay, each of
the USASF company commanders ard the VNSF "C" detachment cammanders can deploy
the Mobile Strike Forces in their Corps area without the prior approvel of CO,
Sth SFGA, and CG, VNSF.

(2) ©O, Sth SFG4 and CG, VISF or their designated representatives
reserve the right to deploy the Mobile Strile Force from one Corps area to
another on any typs of mission.

(3) The SFOB Mobile Strike Porce companies will be wnder control
of Detachment A~503 as well as a VNSF "A" detachment (minus). The decision to
deploy the Mobile Strike Force at Nha Trang is at the discretion of 00, Sth SFGA,
and CG, VNSF or their designated representatives,

(L) Normally each Special Forces comparv will utilize its Mobile
Strike Force as its Corps reserve.

(5) The employment of the Mobile Strike Force on a mobile guerrills
mission is designed as an economy of force effort, intendsd to be projected into
remote, isolated areas not uwnder ARVN or IWMAF control or surveillance, The
force is infiltrated into its assigned tactical area of operations by the most
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wmobtrusive meons available, Upon arri-+l into its crea the Mobile Strile
Force bocomes a truw guerrilla force in overy respect except that of living
solely off the land., Any action that would disclose the location or presence
¥ . of the Mobile Strike Force to includz medical evocuation of personnel pust be
carefully cxecuted with proper deceptive mcasures taken.

. 6., Liaison: The liaison necessary fcr coordination and control of
the Mobile Strike Force in relation to US and Viotnamese Forces 1s essontislly
the same as exists for the Camp Strike Force except that the responsible
courdination headcuarters is always the compony which 1is located in the Corps
area -¥ operation, FFor a mobile guerrilla mission, the Mobile Strile Force
requi. s complete frcedom of action within a specified area of operations in
order to cchieve success, For this reason, once en area of operations is
designated for the conduct of a mobile guerrilla mission, the Mobile Strike
Force must be assipned complete control of that arca to include control of
air support.

3 f. Camand Reletions: Command end control of the Mobile Strike Force
is executed through a joint commend between the MISF/USASF, Either the VNSF
oY detachment camander or the USASF company commander fo each Corps Hoblle
Strike Force and either the CG, VNSF or (0, 5th SFGA for SFuB Mobile Strike
Force can employ the Mobile Strike Forces at their disposal. Upon assigmment,
i training and cveluation, the VNSF will eventually take full cammand of the

§ Mobile Strike Porce companies with the USASF reverting to an advisory role.

L. (C) Long Renge Reconnaissance Projects:

a., Long renge reconnaissance projects were developed to consolidate
assets within VNSF, AHVN, and USASF to form a highly mobile reconnaissance
force witih an organic reaction force,

b. Capebilities and Limitationss

(1) Cepabilities:

I ' (a) Confirm VC units, installations and activity for
subsequent exploitation.

(b) Teame czn remain in the area for long periods with
minimum outside support.

(¢) Teams can destroy small targets,
(2) Limitations:
(a) Authorization for employmont must te approved by

multiple chamnels and tharefore requires considerable lead time, VYhen
approved, employment 1s rapid.
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(b) Teams have extremoly limited fire povor,

¢ Liaison: Long range reconnnissance Projects receive missions
from one of three sourcess

(1) Fram Jas and MACY through 5th sFan and VNSF,

(2) Diroctly from MACY or G, Field Forces s Vietnam in the
casg of a unilatersl type operation,

(3) From the CG, VNSF and 00, 5th SFGA with concurrence of
M\CV and Jos,

ds Cormand and control relationships aro identical with those faynd
in the CID3 Program,

@« The sensitive nature of missions and orgenization preclude
further discussion in this document, Porsons having 9y need to know", may
upon request, recoive a camplete briefing on this subject by ccatacting 53,
5th Special Foroes Group (Airborne), 1st Special Forces,
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CIVIC ACTION SUCCESSES

1. (1) A-342, Reading Room

During November 1967, Detachment A-342 initiated a project that wonld keep
the population in Don Luan District up-to-date on the ourrent agrienltural
mothods and policies and programs that the government presently has set up.
This project was the creation of a reading room in the District VIS office.
Requests for newspapers, magazines and other periodicals were sent through
the "B" Detachment to the Province JUSFAO Representative. Magazines and
newspapers were then sent directly to the detachment, Due to interest in
US magazines shown by the VIS Chief at the district, the detachment has
also been supplying the reading room with American periodicals and new papers,
Althcugh the greatest majority of people of Dong Xocai do not read or under-
stand FEnglish, their interest in American magazines indicates that they are
longing for news of ‘he world, Efforts are currently being made to ensure
that the Province VIS Office continues to send periodicals and magazines to
the District so as to keep this worthwhile project going.

2. (U) A=301, Market Place Construction

The nost significar’ project conducted by the 12 man CA/P0O school trained
team at Detachrment A-301 has been the construction of a market place to
improve the economy of the adjacent. ¥illapges. Construction began on 3 Sep-
tember after tho Ci/0P0 officer and his ViiSF S5 counterpart had conferred
with the local hamlet chiets and decided on the type of structure which
would best accomodate the various vendors. It was declded that an open-type
market was most suitzble, providing it ha®# a cement floor and roofing.

With the help of CIDG recruits, local townspeople, and the locally hired
carpenters, work progressed rapidly, and by 10 October the framework was in
place. The roof was then laid, utilizing tin sheets provided by Company A,
and the. cement floor was begun. By L4 Novestor, the market place was 95%
complete, with the exceptior of a brick entrance way which was finished on
{ Yovember. Dedicaiion ceremonies were held on 8 Nov, with th CO DiT B-32,
and the Province Chief as honored guests, Tctal cost for the market was
18,5008VN, most of which was used to buy brick and pay the carpenter's
salari~s, Lumber and cement were furnished by Det A-301l, and tin roofing
by Company A.

3. (U) A=109, A Road is Opened

A very successful project has been completed with the efforts of the VISF
and the USLSF. This project was not a military victory but an economic
victory for the people. The small district town of Thuong Duc has been cut
off, ercept by air, from the rest of the country for over cight years. To
aid the peoplc of this area, a major road opening project was started.
Hiphway 14 extends west from Danang to Thuong Duc and had been cut in many
places plus three bridges were destroyed, As the project was started, the
road was filled in and repaired. Then security was provid=d and the bridges.
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rebuilt. But the enemy was also active, Just as it looked like the road
would be opened, the enemy struck back. One of the bridges that wes rebuilt
was again destroyed. To react to this, the men of Co C, 54h SFG started

to gather supplies to reftuild the bridge. Plans were made with the VINSF to
put security on two of the bridges by using our camp strike force soldiers.
A Marine outpost took over *he security of the third bridge. On 9 Jaruary
1968, a convoy was organizea for thew opening of .the road. The mission of
the convwoy was to show the people that the rodd and & link to the rest of
the country was open. The convoy was an intos:nted ¥ ntur: batween tho
VNSF and Co C, 5th SFG. The commanders and civic action officers of both
commands were part of the convoy. The trucks were decorated with flags and
signs saying that the road was open. A load of rice was carried to the dis-~
trict for a government rice sale. A loudspeaker team from the 7th Psy Ops
Bn. was also part of the convoy. They played music, passed -ut leaflets,
asked the people to help in keeping the road open and work together with the
government., In the hamlets and villages along the way, the people crowded
the road to see the convoy. As the convoy entered the district town, CBS
news was on hand to capture the event for the rest of the world, A VNSF Drama
Team provided entertainment for the people, A VMSF and USASF MEDCLI was

set up in the town to help the sick people of the area. The road was openj;
the government was overcoming its problem and was working for the future.

L. (U) A=3L3 School Construction

Under the supervision of the C4i/PO Officer of Detachment f-343, a school
for the Montagnard Hami»t of Bu Mgoi in Duc Fhong District was completed

on 14 December 1967. The school will accommodate approximetely sixty stue
dents of the elementary age. This is the second school that ihas been built
in Duc Phong for the Montagnards within the past three months. The school
consists of two classrooms and office for the shcoolmaster. Each classroom
is equipped with twelve long desks, blackboard, teacher!'s kit and student
school kits. The school was axpoctdd to be oporational by 1 January 1968.
Although skilled carpenters and masons were hired to construct the building,
thes people of Bu Ngoi did whatever they could to expedite the const:.uction,

This interest in the school indicates that the Montegnards dcsires to have

his children educated. The children are eagerly awaiting the opening of
their new school,

5. (U) A=332 Construction of a Dispensary

In the village of Minh Hoa, Det /~332 has enjoyed a tremendcus success in

the CA/TO program initiated there in November. As in any other areca of Viet-
nam, the program has not been completely successful according to current
guidelires and directives because of certain difficulties encountered. Our
ma jor problem has been the nonavailability of male population suprort in

the prnjects, as all able bodied men and many women are emplored by the
rubber plantation adjoining the village. This problem has been offset by

a training program for the younger generation, CIDG labor, and the hiring
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of civilian carpenters. The village has a population of 2,200 including
all ages. Prior to the establishment of the SF camp here, the only dis~
pensary in the village was French sponsored, inadequately staffed and
supplied and gpave the people poor medical attention., The populaticn was
hesitant to visit the facility; thercfores an almost epidemic stage of
various diseases were inherent theoughout the village when the SF program
was initiated. An adequate medical facility was built in December and was
initially staffed by an SF medic holding sick call daily. At first, the
pecople werc reluciant to par.icipate in the nrogram, primarily because of
previous expericnce with: the other dispensary and local medical beliefs.,
The program slowly develonra as the villagers grew accustomed to proper
medical treatment and learned from their families, friendssand neighbors
of the excellent service. During the initial phase of the operation, the
Detachment lMedical personnel began a training program for two young girls
from the village. Upon completion of the training program, the girls vere
hired by the camp as local health workers; one in the dispensary of the de=

‘tachmont and the other in the village dispensary. It was soon determined

that the girls were capable of working on their own except in complicated
diseases and minor surgery. The camp nurse now holds sick call with mini-
mum assistance from USASF personnel. The dispensary trea's an average of
1,200 patients per month. The village nurse has assumed complete responsi-
bility for outpatient care and is treating an average of 2,000 patients per
month, This number is continuing to rise, not because there is more illness
but because the population trusts the treatment and.can sec the bhenefits
derived. Trofessional advice and medical supplies are furnished by the
detachment (GVN offers no assistance in this program ncr any other medical
progress in the villapc). 3oon after the employment of the first two
trained nurscs, other young men and women became interested in medicine

and requested to be trained on a voluntary basis so they could do their
part to help the village., One father came and offered to pay for the train-
ing of his dauyl - Two hours a day were allocated for one of the de*
tachment medics and the camp nurse to conduct formal training for the stu-
dents. After three months of training they were given a comprehensive
examination prepared and administered by our senior medic. The results
were outstanding. Three of the latter students requested tc go to Bien

Hoa to work in the CIDG Hospital for further training and more technical
knowledge. This detachment currently has a backlog of applicants for the
medical ccurse and plans to start a new class in thc necr future with as
many students as the operational commitments permit., The program has
gaired the comradeship ci' many of the villagers, and they will participate
freely in preventive medicine programs as they see the young people of the
village enthusiastically engaged in this program,

6. (U) Lang Vei Refugee Story: 25-27 January 68

On 23 Jan,the District town of Khe Sanh wrs evacuated due to enemy pres-
sure, The tactical situation was such that it looked like a major battle
was soon to start, Around the Marine base of Khe Sanh and the Special
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Forces camp at Lzng Vei, the enemy was reportedly building up. The enemy
was burning down villazes and others werc being abandoned for fear of the
encmy. On 25 Jan, from every direction, & stream of refugees were puuring
into the area arourd Lang Vei., The men at Lang Vei re~cted by sending
situation reports to the S-5 of Company C, 5th SFG at Da Nang. They asked
for immediate aid for and evacuation of the refugees. Due to the lack of
airecraft and the enemy situation, evacuation was impossible. All day the
people continued to move to the only safe area they knew of. Surely the
men of Lang Vel would help, For if they didn't, all would be lost.

There was no place to go, The p ople had carried all of their possessions
that they could. Many had walked for miles through the jungle covered
hillsides to seek safety. By the morning of the 26th, over 7000 people

had moved into the area just northeast of the camp, Two villages with a
normal population of 1039 had grown to over 8,800 people. The situation
looked very bad., The S-5 section at Da Nang was working with CORDS and
IIIMAF to bring all availableaid to the refugecs, By 1300 hnurs on the
26th, the start of a mnssive airdrop was in progress. On the LZ, the people
saw with their own eyes the results of our forces coming to their aid,

When the day ended 18,000 pounds of rice, 54,000 PRI rations, 2200 pounds
of salt, 250 pounds of powdered milk, and 4,000 paper blankets had been
dropped to the refugecs, When the enemy turns hds viciousness on the people,
he apain proves to those he seeks to control that he has no plans for their

welfare,
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7. (U) Group S-5 Airborne Elephants

One of the major Civic Action programs undertaken was the movement of four

full-grown €lephants from Ban Me Thuot to the "i" detachment at Tra Eong

and Kham Duc, When the idea was first conceived, the enl_.re ¢peration ap=
poardd.oxtremely eagys. All we hod to do was; buy the animals, load them on

trucks, haul them overland to Nha Trang, load them on barges, move them to

Da Nang, and truck them to the detachment sites, The problem encountered

when planning to execute this plan was one of logistics. We discovered

that an elephant consumes approximately 150 lbs of hay and about 1 bushel

of vegetables per day. He also drinks ahout 50 gallons of water each day.

Since we were deaiing with four elephants for a ten day pericd, we would

; have had to procure approximately 6000 lbs of hay, 4O bushels of vegetables

g .and roughly 2000 gallons of fresh water and transpc 4 all of this food with ;
the animals., In view of the above rcquirements, a decision was made to '
attempt to airlift the elephants, USAF personnel assured us that a C-130

1 was capable of hauling the elephants one at a time if they were immobilized

on a pallet during the flight., The vetainarian was contacted and he advised |
4 us that normal tranquilizers used on large animals would not guarantee

4 immobilization for more than 15 to 20 minutes. To find an adequate tran-

[ quilizer, telephone calls were placed to several large zoos in the United

4 States. Several prominent Vets recommended that we utilize a drug called

4 M-99, (Entrophone?, manufactured by Ricketts and Sons, Bull, England. A

‘ telephone call was placed to this company and we were assured that the

adnen LT
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£ drug would be sent tu us if we procurred a narcotics import lisense for
3 Vietnam, We requested that a research team from Walter Reed, (WRAIR), util-
: ize their import license and procure the drug for us. At this time we are
! waiting for the drug tu complete the operation. A detailed report will be
‘, i made in the next guarterly ORLL,
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