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1. Subject report is forwarded as inclosure for review and evaluation
in accordance with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15.
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CONFIDENTIAL

INASQUARTZDS
18T DRETGAIR

A5T AIR CAVALRT DIVISION
AFQ 9649C

ATDABR=SC 32 Dazemder 1567

SUSSECT: Combat Opsrabisme afbur Action Hopert - Batile of TAY IAN,

T0: Sas Distribuvticn

1. () QERMATIGN. (peration PERSHING,

2, () FERI0D COVERRI: (61630 Becsmber 1947 - 202400 Dacember 1967,

v

3. (5) Lo0eDTON: TAM QUAN, How MOV District, BIN: DU
Province, RVN,

by (U) COMAND VPADUARTEES: 1st Brigads, lst Air Cavalry Division

5. (U) BESQSITNG OTFIZER. Cclonmel Domald V. Rat ttan, CO, 1lst Bde,
1st ACD,

6. (C) ITaSK QuZATICN,

a, 6-10 Decemier

1s? Bde, 1st albh

_ ACav P1t, A 1-87 Moch (eff 0812L5 De:)

~'TF 1l-8 Cav
1--8 Cav
2 s8av Plis, a 1-50 Mech (1 Flt eff 541700 Dec

%o OS12.5 Dac 6’7“

D 1-50 Moca (eff (71230 Niec to 101530 Des
£ Troop }-9 Sav {J6275C - €52025 Dec 67
2 See, C 4=5C &vty (aw)
A, 8tk Ingr (-) {with G D7 Dozers 19th E“lgr‘

2-8 Cav

. TF 1-32 Cav (eft‘ 290930 Dec 6’7)
B 1-50 Mach {eff 100430 Dec 67)

1-50 Mech {~) {T® DILFUIN) (Received 30500 Dec &7)
B 150 Macz (»eleogad -'30«:,0 Dec 87)
3 2-3 Cav ("f)"’ 29 Do b 200730 Ton 87
C 1-32 (OS154Y Dee %o 1DI2LG Due &F)

-l

4

Dowmgraded AS 3 Yesx .r..t_. TTAls
FoRoTARD : D2olazsisied After 22 le
G71% 199

CONFID&MT' Al



CONFIDENT A

b, 1 - 14 Poscrber
1st Ece, lst aC)
£0av Plt, A 1-50 Mazh
1-8 Cav

2-8 Cav

IF 1-12 Cav

T .
B i-5C Mech (reloassd 140600 Dec)
A, &th Engr (.)

1-50 Moch (=) (releassd 1100m Dec)
C 1-€ Cav (eff 111045 - 130730 Dsc)

¢. 15 - 28 Decembder
1st Bde, lst aCd
ACav Flt, A 1-5) Mech

1-8 Cav
TF 2-8 Cav

C 1-£0 Mech (off 161459 .Dsc)
IF 1-12 Cav

A (=) 1-52 Mech {ofs 151455 Dec)
C 1-50 lech {6£f 250945 - 161400 Boc) v°
4) 8th Engr (‘:-

d. 19 -.20 Dee
ist Bde, 1st agD
ACav P13; A 1-59 Mech

1-8 Cav (-D, 151707 - 201446 Dec)

F 2-% Cav

D 1-8 Cav (eff 291707 - 201446 Dec)
C 1~50 Hech

TF 1-13 Cav
A (=) 2-50 Mech

8. 1st Ble, lat aCD attached unita 05 - 20 Doe A7,
(1) aCav P, A 1-50 Mech (s2f 0s1245 Dec)
(2) 1st P1s, 545tn 1@ Co
(3) 13t Co, 2726 NETF 2
(4) 2 Sqas, 25ih Inf Scout Dxz Pt
(5) T, 23th Sig
(6) Tm, 2i5tn Psyops Co
(7) Tm, TPR/CI, 291t T Det
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CONFDENTIAL

7. (3) SUPPORTING Fi50ES:

k, 8th Fngr (DS)

223 Kty (105) (DS)

2-20 arty (aBa) (GS)

7-13 Artr (105) (~B Biry, CSR 2-19 arty)
B(-} 7-15 arty (8") (GGR 2-12 Arty)
C 1-30 Arty (155) (GSR 2-19 Arty)
B & C Co, 228th AHB

& Co, 225th £4B

Pathfirder Tms, 1llth Avn Gp

In Bec, 1llth Awa Gp

TACP

4 Co, 15th Med Bn

A Det, 27ch Mcin® Bn

24 FS3, ist aCo Spt Cmd

L, Sect, B 1-29 Arty (TaB) (CPCON)
I Sqés, B 41st arcy (AW)

7th air Ferce (TACLIR)

19th Engr (Bulldozer Support)

8. (C) INTELLIGENCE,

a. Durirng the last weel of November end the . first part of
Decerber therc wers xany indicatisns thn” significant combdined VC/22d
NVa Regiment onevaticns were being planed fcr the BONZ SON Flains
arsa, 1here were many agent rercrte sy carning this, and other
intelligance ladicated that tne 22d NVa Regixenial Headquarters moved
inso the TaM QUaN (35 893084% area on or about 2 December, By 5-6
Decenher reports of majior athacks being planmed ca TAM QUAN and ARVN
installetions and bridges =zicng wy 1 batween BONG SON and Tald QUAN
were swa\ling in volume,

b. Proking attacks on +the hridges and the 4RV installations
along Hvy 1 increased in intsusity during the period 1-4 December, The
suhr-2isirict headquerters at “aM QUAYN wund the ARVN tase at L7 TCM
(BS 399287) both received ground atincks on ths night of L December,

¢, Dluring the buildup period, asrizl surveillance of the entire
BCNG SN Plein wes intensified by scouts of the let Brigads and the
1=9 Cavalry Squadren, Ground scarch cperatiunc by the 4O0Un ARVN Regiment
anc the lat Erigade were increazed in tewmo, Heowever, no firm contact
was made with NVA units nor couid taey bs accurately located,

d. Iate in the afteriicon of 6 Decesher, the lst Brigads
received an intekligence report indicating that the 225 NVA Regimental
Hoadquarters was located in the A0th ARVN avea approximately 1500 reters
south of LZ TOM, Scout helicopters from A Troop, 1-9 Cavalry Squadreu
wers aent to investigate and immediately spotted an anteuna and Teceived
semmll arms fire. A Troop air assaulted an ianfantey platoon in the
vicinity (BS 897071} at 1630 houra; howaver, it was immediately pimned

3
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Tadr end aptiliory {ives ace utilizad fo drive the enomy-from his

'inhibit the escape of tha-enory, UDetailed nmlenmaing and -exscaticn of

CONFENTIAL

dovm by intense eneny smell arms av? eutcmohis waopmas fire and urable q
to move, At 1655 hours the 1-9 Cevelry Scredron insortod the weapons )

platoszn of D Trooo vo reinforce ths rlatuon of A Trogp uid it aleo was
pinnad dovm and uachie to mova, Ilemente of the 22d NVA Degiwmeri wore
Linally pinncicted and thoe B2itle of TiM QUaN .hegan,

9. (C) HMISSIN, Fix =nd destroy the 22d NVA Pegimunt, i

10, (C) CONCTPT OF CUTRATTON3. Tha lot Bde utilines mochanized |
forcez, for armoren protecticu énd HMrepouss; and organlc manaaver !
units .to-overrun-and destroy- vhe- eneryy once he is.fixad,’ AlL avalilishle .

prepared, positions or to dustroy hin in wis pociticas oprier to ail
ettacks, Use of ‘riot conircl sgent CS amphesined in “he nveps in
cenjuncticn with setillery-2nd air fires, Other allied furenz and
orgenic and ettaciicd units used cn the perithery of contact areis to ;

artillery blosiing fires, fires iz the chjeciive area and illumination.
for night cperations is necescary, JContast with the enony must e
maintained buk if lost immwediste pursuit niist Ye executed by fire,
aerial surveillance .aud by menzuver tmits, Thorough poilce cf all
coatact areas is esscntial following ties defeat and-expuision ol the
enery, Priority-of 211 fir:zs Lo tha athachuwy; wits,

1i, (C) EYRCUTICH.

a2, Mzneuver.

(1) $Dec: (Tax A) 4t 1725 bours the lst Brigade assumoed
contrel of the action and the lst Ba, 8th Cav wes directed to land forces’
and destroy the eacmy forces in the area, By 1800 hourz B 1-8 Cav had

air assaulind into the contact avea at I8 837071 end was joined by cne

ACAV Platoza of A 1-40 Mech *hat hod oaca moved Irom L7 ENGLISH, ot
After landing, B l-3 attacked to hc ess', supported by the APC's of
the ACAV Pl:itoon bub was unabic o pencirate the cacay positions uhich _—

wers woll prepared and complsitely 2idcen in the denss undergrowth, Using.-..
tiae APCle and in a coordinated effert with A4 1-9, 1~8 Cav, was able
to extract the tiwo cavalry squedroir platonis, that had mads the indtial . ...
contact, by 21%) hcurs, After the cxtraction of the two cavalry

squadron platocns, B 1-8 established thels nuight verimeter wita the - ~.---ov
ATSY Platoeon, Continuous illuminetion was provided hy flareships,
Moonchive and Spocky and by 2200 howrs the small crrs and automatic
wazpons fire hud ceased, Centinvous artillery sugpport pounded the

aren of contas tihroughout the night and blocking fires Znterdicted the -
erery rcules cf egiess,

£2) 7 pec: (Teb B) 4t 0725 hours, & CS prep by ABA hit the

" eecntast sres, followsd by an ertiliery TCT. DRy 08L5 hours, &)l elomonhs

of A 1-8 Cav had completed their air assault to a secure LI vicinity
B3 855073 to jcin ia the attack. Another ACAY. Flatoan.and.the 2 Duoter

.Bectiont frow LZ LLBIY jeined the forces in castact at {@53 hours.

i
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CONFOENTIA

By 0915 hours, Companies B and C, 2-8 Cav had comnloted their sir assalt
to BS 935065 and BS 930075, rcspectively, to inhibit the enemy!s escaps
to the east, Meunvhile, an ARVN force censisting of onz company of the
1lst Bn, 4O0th Regt, one Regicnal Force Company and one iPD Troopn was
corducting operations rorth of tie area of contact ebove ths O3 E-W
grid line bevween highway 1 and the South China Sea to inhibit enery
moverent to the north. ~nother aRVN force, consisting of the 4th 2a
(-), 4Oth Regt and one cecmpany of the 34 Bn, 4Oth Keght, was conducting
operation: to tho south below the 0& BV grid line, At 0915 hours ths
attack to ths east by 1-8 Cav began, Stiff resistance from the well
Frevared cnemy positions halled ths advence and the forces were puiled
back to -1low more artillery, CS, ARA and Tac air Shriles to hit the
area, D 1-50 Mech was released from 2d Brigade OPCON to 1-8 Cav a%
1230 hours, at 1406 hours, & and B Jompanise 1-8 Cav with ‘fleme
thrower APC!'s again atlacked the enemy positvions and sveccessfuily
penetrated the initial bunker and trench network, The fiamethrovierts
were especially useful in neutralizing the bunkers and treaches, Two
D-7 bulldozsrs ware brought iato the contact area to begin destruction
of the bunkers and trenchas e=d to consiruct a causeway across ths
marshy rice paddy arcas for usz by the APC!s., To the east the two
companies of 2--8 Cav had only sporadic contac. througnout the dey as
they pushed to the west, At 1645 howrs, the CP of C Corpany was pirned
down by intense automaltic woiancus f're whils creszing e rice paddy
vicinity RO 922072, The COP was finally cxtractzd at 1900 hours and
joined the rest of the company at their night location, The AR/VN
force conducting screcning operations to the north of the area of
contact was engaged in heavy centact “hroughout the day with enemy
forces trying to escape to tie north. The ARVN force conducting the
screening operation to the south had no conlact, A&t last light all
units were established in their night positions,

(3) 8 Dec: (Tab C) at C745 hours, C 1-8 Cav air
assaulted to BS 895072 to relicve B 1-.8 Cav in the contact area,
At 0815 hours, an artillery TOT hit the enemy positions vieinity
BS 899072. The TOT was followa! by an air strike and another
artillery TOT. A highly effective CS attack was then used driving
the enemy from their bunkers and tr:i.ches into an artiller;r TOT and
twenty three enery were killed as verified by aerial scouts, At 0845
hours D 1-50 Mech began a reconnaissance in force to the east edge
of the vallage encountering light resistance, They pushed east and
north to vicinity BS 904073 and then returned to the starting point,
after an intensive CS and artillery preparation, D 1-50 Mech and
A and C 1-8 Cav conducted a coordinated attack east and north,
finding many destroyed bunkers and enery killed by artillery and air
strikes, The companies swept back through the same area, policing
the battlelield, and returned to their night perimeter at 1330 hours,
At 1130 hours the Hq 1-50 Mech and B, 1-50 Msch became OFCON to the
lst Brigade ond were sent to LZ ENGLISH North, a secure erea, to
pispere for cvployment, at 1245 hours the two ACAV platoons of A,
1+30 Mech were released from the area of contact and returned to
LZ GOBOY and LZ ENGLISH respectivaly to assuiie their defensive
postures, The two compshies of the 2.8 Cav had only light resistance
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from snipers throughout the doy and at 1520 hours, were air essaulted
to vicinity BS 876114 in responsc to an intelligence report indicating
the 9th Bn, 22d NVA Regiment was loceted in that erea, The comnanies
established numercus ambuches and sent out Killer Teams bui had no
contact, The ARVN A0th Regiment continued their screening operaticas
north and south of the DAI DONG battlsfisld. The rorthera sereening
force, camposed cf tvic companies of tihe Ath En, cne Regional Forces
Company «nd one APC Troop, had no ccntast with enemy forcus Zuring

the cay, Tha southarn corecning force, ccaposed of cne company ci the
3d Bn engaged the 3th Sn; 22d NVa Regiment vicinity B3 905052, This ’
engegenent ended at 15C0 hours, Two companies of the Lith En wWere

airlifted to the contact at 1650 hiours to reinforce the company in ;
contact and an ARVN APC Troop moved into the area,

(#) 9 Dec: (Tab C) A & C 1-8 Cav and D 1-50 Mcch began ‘
the final sweep through DAY DONG at OfL5 hours after heavy artillery
end CS strikes, There was litile enemy resistance during tha ewesp
and the southern edge ol tha willage was rcached at 1530 hovrs, The
force retwrned to the northwastera edge of the village and eztablished
their night positions vicinity BS 898573, A 1-8 was eairlified from
that location at 1630 hecurs and returned to LZ ENGLISH. B 1l-59 moved
out of LZ INGLISH North at 0700 hours wunder control of Task Force
"Dolphin® /1-50 Mech (--}/ axl nzaded toward the beach vicinity BS
926C79 whers it would link up with B l-€ Cav, which air assaulited
15C0M north of that location at 1102 hours, C 1-12 Cav, which had
arrived from DAX TO at 124C hours, a2ir aszzavlted to vicirity BS 927122
at 1541 hours and became OPCON to Task Force Dolphin at that time,

C 1-12 Cav established a blocking position to prevent the cremy from
using the beach as zn escape routs to the north, I 1-12 Cav, which

had errived from DAK TO at 1030 hours, air assaulted to vicinity

BS 926079 and became CPCON ¢ Task Forcez Dolphin, The 2-8 Cav

continved to search for the 9th Bn, 222 !IVA Regiment in the BQYNG SON

Plain west of highway 1 but failzd to make contact, The southern
scresning force of the ARVN 4Cth Regiment, composed of the 24 BN (=),

4th Bn (-) and ore APC Trocp vamz undsr attack by elements of the 8th

Bn, 22d ¥Va Regiment at 0520 hours, The attack was repulsed but

sporadic to heavy contact conlimued “hroughout the day vicinity B3 905050..

(5} 10 Dec: (Teb C) at 2ppro:imately 0900 hours the
Commanding Officer of the 4Cth #HVN Reginint.-revorted -that
civiliens were secn running from the village of T:XUONG Lo (2)
(BS 925055). TF l-12-relieved TF DOLFEIN of command of ‘the Task
Force and its a0, B 1l-12 Cav uir assauited to vicinity BS 926079 at
0832 hotwrs end joined D 1-12 Cav end B 1-50 Mecn, TF 1-12‘Cav was
directed to turn B 1-50 dMech scuth and search TRUONG LaM (1), &t
0525 hours B 1-50 Mecl moved souihwast toward TRUONG I.aM (1), B
1-12 begen o search to the west, D l-12 Cav centinusd ‘to search and
destvcy vieinity IS 923079, sceking elements cf the 7th Bn, 22d NVA
Reginenr. that were euupected to have withcrown in that dirsction,
AY 1055 hours, while approachire TRUNG Ly (1, B 1-50 Moch care
under invease amail aras and enteratic weazcns fire, B 1-12 Cav

6 '
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maneuvered to the right (west) flank andé C 1-12 Cav air assaulted

at 1220 hours toc DS 932055 to close the left flank. Three coordinated
attecks by the three companies were made on the eneny positions curing
the course of the afterncon, each being mede after intensive artillery
preparation, 4at 1830 hours the companies broke contact and established
their night positions while artillery continued to hit the enexy
positions throughout the night under iliumination by flare ships, A

& D 2-8 Cav were air assaulted to BR €63984 and BR 925995, respectively.
at 1136 hours and 1106 hours to block encmy escape routes into the

CAY GIEP Mountains, A% 0500 hours & combined force of the 3d Bn (-) s
Lth Bn (-), 4O0th ARVN Regiment and one APC Troop located at BS 931CL8
were attacked from the north by elements of the &th Bn, 22d NVA Regiment,
The attack was repulsed with ARA, US Ariiliery and SPCOXKY nreviding
supporting fires., The ARVN force attacked north feour times begirning
at first light aad inflicted heavy casvalties on the 8th Ba, 4t 1545
hours D 1-50 Mech joined the ARVN forces and participsated in the fifth
and final assault of the cay abt 1600 hours, D 1-50 Mech remainsd

OPCON to TF DOLPHIN; however, clcse coordination petween the comnanders
of the ARVN 4Oth Hegiment aznd TF Dolplin ‘n 2 comnand and control
helicopter above the battlefield controlled and coordinated the combined
attack, The 1-2 Cav moved to end conducted search and desircy
operations in the BONG SON Plain west of Highway 1 attempting to mske
asontact with the 9th Ba, 22d NVA Regiment; however, no significent
geightings or contacts were made,

(6) 11 Dec: (Tab D) TF 1-12 Cav initiated an attack
against TRUCNG LaM (2) from the noriar ot 0715 hours afier an intense
artillery TOT and CS strile, Hdesistence was sporadic throuvghout
the day and the ccntact was broken by nocn, Further to the north
in the vicinity of BS 920078, D 1-12 was in light contact throvghout
the day, 2-8 Cav continued to be positvioned tc inhibit erery escape
to the CAY GIEP Mountains, imbush elerents of D 2-8 Cav located at
BS 926048 had contact with an urlmown sized enemy force at 2215 hours
and 2245 hours, The enemy was moving from north to scuth aitempting
to escape when contact was medz with the ambush elemeznts, 1-8 Cav
continued ‘o search for the 9th Bn. 22d NVA Regimeani in the area west
of Highway 1. The En had no significant sighlings or contacts
throughout the ccy. TF DOLPHIN had no enemy ccntzet threughout the
day, remaining in the vicinity o BS 911058 ard conductirg a police
of the battlefield, The 3d and 4th Bns of the ARVN LOth Regiment
were relieved in place by the 3d and 4th Vietnamcse Marine Bns of
Marine Task Force alpha (MIFA) and had no contact during the day,

(7) 12 Dec: (Teb D) MIFA and TF DOLPHIN a3 a corbined
force and TF 1-12 Cav began pursuit of the 22nd NVa Regiment north
with Marine Task Force Alphe/TF DOLPHIN on the left, and TF 1-i2
Cav on *he right, D 1-50 and D 1-12 who were linked up at the
boundary saparating TF 1-)2 and Marine Task orce Algha, become engaged
with an unknown sized enacy fovea vicinity 35 717072 ab 1455 howrs,
Artillerr, ARA, and 2 successful flarking movement from the east
eliminated this last pocket of resistance, The pursuit cdmried to
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the 08 E-W zrid line with no further contact. 1-£ Cav and 2-8 Cav
contimicd to overate in their wasigned area of operaticns but had
no significant sightings or contacts,

(8) 13 Dec: (Tab D) TF 1-i.2 Cav continucd the pursuit
nortn during the day and had only one contact, B 1l-12 ambushed an
estimated squad of NVA at BS 917088 at 0630 hours and contect was
brcken chortly thereafteir, The Task Forze coatinued to work on
"Spiperfs Island® (ES 915087), destroying vurkers and fighting
positions there, and had no further contact with the enemy. The 1-8
Cav and 2-8 Cav ceontirued to conduct search and destroy cpasrations in
their assigned areca of operaticns, the 1-8 Cav searching west of
Highway 1 and 2-8 Cav searching from their blocking positions to the
south. Noaither of these units had any significant sightings or contact
throvughout, the day, 77 DCLPHIN continued to conduct search and
destroy operations vicinity BS 919096 but had no significant contact
throughout the day, Marine Yask Force Alpha concluded their operaticn
;nd returned south to Their mormally -assigned AO at 0830 hourse

’ (9) 14 Dec: (Tab D) All clements of the Brigace and 4Oth
ARVI Regiment continued search and destroy operations in their assigned
A0's but had no significant signhtings or contact, The 1-50 Mech Hg,
B and D Companiey wong soliurnet ¢ Tas 2% 3&. a% 0800 hours.

(1C) 15 Dee: (Tab E) In response o an intelligence report -
indicating that an NVa force was located in the vicinliy of
B:: 9208050, the lst Bde moved the 1-12 Cav to that general vicinity ard
made heavy contuct with elements of the 22d NVA Regiment,, At the time
of receipt of.the intelligencs report, B 1-12 was located vicinity BS
930050 and C 1-12 was located vicinity BS 934047, D 1-12 air assaulted
vicinity BS 922052 from LZ ENGLISH at C719 hours and all companies
began the search for the enemy, at G810 hours contact was initi=ted
vy C 1-12, &4ll companies bzgan to close into the .ares.af
contact, A request was fovrwarded to the lst ACD for an additional
Mech Company from 1-50 M=sch ani apnirovel was granted, C 1-i2 moved
to vicinity BS 916053 =nd was heavily erngaged, B 1-12 moved wzst
to vicinity BS 921055 cnd was in modzrate contact, D 1-12 moved
southwest and ther to the north exscuting a flanking movement and
was in light to heavy contact throughout the movement, The company
succeeded in penetrating the enemy positions to vicinity 335 913054,
A (--) 1-50 Mech became OPCON to 1-12 Cav at 1455 hours and moved into
position with C 1-)2 for another atlack, Intsmecive tactical wir
dtrikes end an artillery preparation were used in an attemot to
neatralize enszy positions and et 1530 hours A (=) )-50 Mech and C
1-12 Cav attacked to the ncrth, This attack was repulsed by savage
eneuy resistance and all elements pulled back to breal contact and
allow heavy eruiliery fires to sofien the enemy positions, 1745
hours contact was broken and 211 eloments were in their nisht defensive
positions, Duaring tho period of corntect elszenis of 1-8 Cav, 2-8 Cav,
cnd the 40th ARVN Regimen® were baing moved irto blocidins positions
no-th, wesh and south ¢of the point of contact, B )-8 alr assaulted
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to vicinity BS 910063 at 1575 hours end esteblizhed blocking positions
to the north, A 2-5 Cav air assaulted from ES 764034 to vicinity BS
936042 at 1325 howrs and establisued blocking positions south of the
peint of contact, D 2-8 moved to vicinity BS 920044 ai 12330 hmurs

end blocked possible enemy routss of egress to the scuthwest, A Co

and D Co, 2-8 Cav established seven (7) platoon-size blocking

pesiticns from the 91 N-S grid lins cast to the ocean along ths 04

E-If grid line and completely cui: off the roites of egress to the south
and sonthwzst, The 40th ARUN Regiment closed the macsive Cordon

of contact area by moving the 3d In (-) and one APC troop to blocking

‘positions vicinity BS 900050 and +he 4th En to BS 903043, positiecned

on escape routss to tho west, Ry nightfall, seven US Companies and

two ARVN Rattalions were in the contast arez (B, C, D 1.2 Cav, E 1-8
Cav, A, D 2-8 Cav, A (=) 1-50 Meci:, and 3d Bn (-}, 4th Bn, A/ ik ARVN),
Centinuous battleliold illuminuticn was pro’ided during ths hours

of darkuiess by Un-nY flaveships, Moonshine and Spooky, Heavy artillery
fires were used constantly during the night to nsutralized thz stery
positions and interdict routes of sgress, e

(31) 16 Dec: (Tab Ej Ths attack on 2UIWNG iaM {1) began-at
1830 hours after six (6) tactisal cir:cirikes, a CS sirike and a tea
(i0) minute artillery preraraticn by four batteriss, The coordinated
attack was made from soeth to north by C 1-£0 Mech, who became CPOON
T# 112 Car at C945 hevrs, on the lsfh, A (' 1-50 Mech on the right
with C 1-12 following the two mach companics, The attack throngh the
village was completed at 1250 hours with the athacking force meeting
cnly light resisvance, At 1320 haours a vigorous pursuit of the
eneny was initiated with A aud D 2-& Cav and C 1~50 Mech (OPCON 2-8
Cav at LLGO hours) pursiing tc the north te vicinity BS 932062, TF
1-12 Cav continued to police the battlefield during the afterncon
of 16 Dec., The 1-8 Cav continued to scarch for celements of the 2
NVA Regiment on the BONG SOV Flain west of Highway 1 but had n
signif sent sightings or contaeh throughout the cay, The 2d I
repleced the 4th Ba, 4Otn ARVN Regiment and with the 34 Bn (=)
reneined in their blocking pesiticns o the west but had ro contact
vith the esemy,

(12) 17 Lec: TF 1-12 Cav with a platoon of & Go, &th
Eaginsers continmed to police the hattlefizld and destroy eneny
fertifications in IITUONZ Lai (1) 7% 2-8 Cav compinued the pursuit
ncrth to vieinity BS 622075 but did rot resstakiish czontect with
the 222 NVA Regiment, The 1-8 Cav continued Lo seerch for elements
of the 22d NVA Dzziment on the BONG SOH Phain w=nt of Pighway L but had
ro signifient sightings during the day. Tae 24 Ba and 3d Pn {(~}, 40th ARUN
Rogt sonducted pursuit of ths ensimy te the torthaast from their
blocking positions but had no significant contact,

{33) 13 Dac: 431 elerznts of the Lst Bde aud 40th

RVN Reaiment contirned to seorch for the 2234 NVA Regiment (i the
BONG SO Plein but had no sigmificant contzch tiroughoud i day.
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14) 19 Dec: ’rmgy I Swring the mowang howss 211 elemexts
of the 1lst Kdle continued to cearch for the 22d NA Regiment, at 11D
hours a reliable intelligence rewort pinpeinted elements of the 22d KVA
Rsgiment vicinity 35 945C10, Acrial reconnaissance of fiae arza by
A Troop, 1-9 Cav revealed an antoima wire lsading to & largs buwiwsr.
complex, 4t 1408 hours, D 2.8 was air assaulted %o vicirity BS 95591C to
exploit this inteliigence ant was ergeged by an vnimown 3ize eneay
force vicinity BS 953010. D Co immediately broke ceabach to allow
tachical ir strikes and artillery to ucutraiize the area and three
mors companies were air assanlted to the west and south of the contact
area to block routes of egress, As D 2-8 was pulling basx to breax
contact, an airberne Psychological Warfars Team orbited the area
telling tie civilians to leave tie village and enczouraging the KVA
to surrender, A few of the civilians obeyed tns message and dsvarted
to the south to ret out of the targst ares but the NVA refnsed to
surrender, A touval of six alr sirikes were used and by 1700 hours tha
pinpoint accuvracy of the Air TForce had complstely destroyed the
bunker complex, By 1£00 hours 211 arzas arcund the contach wer
occupied oy plocking forccs wiih D 2--8 cn the east, B 2-8 ca the
soutnern periphery, C 2-C to the wost, D 1-& {(OPCON 2-2 Cav) to the!
soutiigast and the BCNG GON River Hlocking escape roubes wo ths nerth,
The four companies established platocn size tlocking positioas whils
Lightning Bug =nd ARA patrolied the river, Continuous battlelleld|
idumiration was provided by Ud-lH flarsshipe, Moonshine and Spoviy-
while heavy artillery fires hit ths target area throughout the nigu’,
The 1-8 Cav and 1-12 Cav had no cignificant comtact cduring the day,
Several times during the night the enewr was sighted crossing the
river vo the ncrth and engaged by ariillery and ARA, & true essessasnt
was impossible but, many casualties were undoudbtedly inflicted,

(15} 20 Dec: (s F; ¥Fouxr ~Lr #iriles sad iaeunsive avbillery

fires were used to nsuiralize the contact arsa prior to the attack to

the west by D 2-8 &t 1000 hours, A coordinated aitack with D 2-8 Cav

and C 1-50 Moch on line had been nlanned but swift tidal currents end
stesp mddy banks in the BONG SON River prevented C 1-50 Mech rrcm
croasing to join the attack., The aceuracy and devastation ol %he air

and artiilery fires had completvely cl.iminated the enenry resichance

and D 2-8 completed the attack through AN NGHIEP with no contact,

(16) A4lthough the Battle of TAM QUAN cfficially ended
at 202400 hours Decenber, 1947, the 2-8 Cav remained in Al NGHIEZP for
thres {3) days cigging through the demolisiied bunkers and fortified
positions recovering enemy bodies and wsapons, These figures ave
reflected in the totals for the Dattle of TAM QUAN,

b, Support,

{1} Aviation: Tac organic and supnorting aviation
elenents providad the followlig support tc the lat Brigade draiag the
Battle ol TAM QUAN, :

.
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. a. Total hours flown 76,5
b. Average hours flown per A/C &0
&, Average hours flown per day per
4fc . 40
4, “Total number of missicns 155
8, Total number of sorties 485
£. Average nurber of missions flown
per &/ per day 7.2
£. Averaga nunmber cf sorties flown
per A/C per dey 2
2. UH-1H (cC

a. Tctal heurs flown 237.7
b, Aavarage hours flovn per A/C 53
c,. Average houwrs {lown per day '

por a/C h.3
d. . Tctal numbsr of missions 163
n. Total numher of sorties 649
£, Average number of missions flown

par a/C per dey 3.7
g. Average number of sorties flown

par A/C per day 13,2

(b) 229th Avn In

L. Total hovrs flowa L32
2. Toual log sorties 1829
3. Total toms of cargo Logged 2375
L, Total roubat sorties 1727
5. Total ccmiat, troops carried 4603
6. Total hours flowa by gunships 125
7. Total escort sorties flown by

gunsihips 315
8. UH-W aircraft utilized as CC's flew

a total of 120 hours,

(¢) 228th awmn En

1. Total hours flovm 913
2. Tolal PAX transported 12064
3. Total tons cargo carried 1529

(2) Artillery: 2-19th Artillery and ARA provicad close
and continucus fire supporl dwring the entire period, Expenditures for
the period wsre:

(a) Missions: Obszrved . [oorm on sugmastad temgats |

593 o3tz
Uachsarved  Tobad,
4ol 2497

e
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e (b) CEOWR Tn 8K Oher Ink
By 5 94: 15266 2110 1"9& 566 1070 540
| | (icx7)
(e) Ammo: Qs "eq Enown_op_suspeciil tergess
87 mission: 2947 9ShT
: tnobassvad Zotel
2005 LAkl

(3) Adr Tiram: Adr fives were respor ive and aceura’
e volums, flexibility and :.da.p;abl.-.'» vy of the air effert in s.;ppcr of

the Battle of TAM QUAN wes out standing, Suppert fer the Dattls c2 TM
QUAN 1~13: ~ ) :

(a) Tctal Misaioms:
1. 55 FAC .
- 2, 13 Skyspots
3. 2 1k Ouls
{b) Total sorties
1. . PI00 ~ L4

. B571-2
. FS - 00

[\SULIAH

(e). Ord!:a.."e Tazen

3"" ¥ 32 High Drag Bombs (79,5 “one)
225 M 117 GP Bom-s (£7.6 ..ona‘

116 AP (44.5 Sons) e e

20,07 »dg 2014 - ' :

FerE

{d) Bomb Damazs Aeeeasment

118 M:.l..t“y structu. eS r'astro:;ed

L.
2. 43 Military stmuciures damaged
3. L5 Bunkers destroyed
‘. 4. 18 Bunkers dama.ged _
- - 5. * 3 Barkers uncovered: o B :
- 6, 905 Meters of trench uncovered =~ - -
y : 7. 1-50 Cal MG posivicn destrgyed S
{4) Fneineem: A comnanv. 8th !‘noin«m oravided
R Y R L L S R Y T TTRILIIE S S O
battle was:

(a) 9 Engineer p_atoon daye Ldemolitions. minesweeps
7 and police of the battlefield).

(o) 2 Balldomers iovrs

(c) ?J Hca\.a with 3424 {Backies;

(.\Jt\\:'“ N l-"l RN )
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12, (¢) !%J,@@A"‘ﬂlgp ) LOATSmInS. J‘d_d.nistrative and logistical
support during the Battle of TAM QUAN ccrtinued to operate in an out-
standing mamner and presented no majer problems,

13, (ﬂ) @)sz‘t"..:'

G -

a. Friendly Losses: us CARVN
(1) Kia 58 30
(2) wia 250 71

b, Enemy Loascs:

(1) KIA (BC) 850 (S & ARVN corbined figures)
(2) Pow 2'¥VA, 29 VC (US only) |
(3} Woevons Lnsses: (US only)

d"\

() 27 &X 1718

(b} 50 rifles (s(Sts, M. Carbires, MAS 35, &
‘ Mauser)

(e) 3 B4 EL

fd) 275 RR

{e) & RPD LIG

(£} 3 7,62 CEICOM Type 53 MG

{z) 3 pistols

(L} Equipment Lossea:

24 Mortar roands

3 "»‘=n~alo*e Torpedees
& BRE rounds

7245 rounds szall arms armo
2 3} R roands

52 gre nades

256 zas maslks

1000 £t ViDL

), mines

1 Fizld teleoiione

) 2 pair binoculars

NS TN NON TN SN NN TN TN e N
Bex im0 A0 UTTW
S Vo M Y s # e S N P Ss P Ye o St

1, (C) CORLIESS ANATYSIS. The Battle of TAM QUAN was the
largest and most sucs essf*u" batt]e canducted by ths lst Bde thus fax
during Operatiorn FERSIING, The tremoncdcus success realized in this
bar.t]e caanct he eredited to the Bde alone, The victory is equally
shared in the cutstanding and courageous participation by allies,
otier sarvices aind other units not rormally found opsrating with the
1lst Bde, The force that wes molded on the Iield of baiile curing
ths period 4«20 Decemier 1947 was an unbeatanle combinaticn: of air,
lanG and ©sa elecxeats {ully svarorted b;r cutchanding cambat support
and cambnu servico support units of all tynoz ard wmiseior: 34 It wan
8 distirct pleasurs 4o 2ormand ond as °c-:iatn Wwith the roilah; quick
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reacting, flaxible and tireiess tean of nrofessiocnels vho perticipsted
in the soveral engsgements of thie Battls of TAM QUAN, Their one
burning goel, to find and defeat the enecmy, becane & realisatior in
gaining this impertant victory. .

._,/)"al’p l/

DOHALD V. RATTAY
Cclonel, Infantry
Co:nmndirg

Inclosures 1 - Leasons Learned
2= Sl:etqh Maps

DISTRIBUTION
12 ist ACD
1 -2 Cav
) 2-8 Cav
1 1-12 Cav
1 2-19 Aty
1 2-20 irty
2 8th Engr
1 1lth A Gp
1 228th A4S Bn
1 229th AH Bn
1 4L0 (UsaF)
1 15th Sig
1 Spt Cnd
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TESSONS JEARNED

1, (C) LESSON LE4PWED: The meeh officient way to elimiuate
enermr bunkers and fortified pesiiions is %y TAC AIR, :

a, Discussion: During the Fattle of TAM QUAN the 224 NVA
fought from wall prspared buniiers and trenches, While hcawy artillery
is effactive against the amoiler bunkeirs, the time invclived in adjusting
and comploting & precision dostruetion miseion on each hargst precludes
its use as the sole means of eliminaiing bunkers and fortified positions,
Madiun end light artillery has no effest whateso-wier on the bunkers
and trenches typically used by ths NVA *mless one reseives & direct hite

b, Chaervation: TAiC AIR must e included in the commander's
plana for the dsziruction of binkor and trench netwnrks nsed by the NVa,
A combination of M17 750 1lbs and 597 1ib High.Drag bombs to Gsstroy the
bunkers and collapcs the itrenches and napalna to destroy enexy persuansl
proved very effective during the Dattle of TaM QUAN, '

2, (C) 1ZSSCN LEARNED: CS is valuable in fereing the enemy fron
their positions, .

&, Discussion: During the Batsle of TsM QUAN tremendous
success was realizaed in employing a combitaticn of riot contirol
ageat CS followed by artillery TOTis, A problsn ocoured when the B
153 modules were cropped fron belew mintwer, aliitude, The modules
did not have enough time to proparly activate and the desired terget
ccverage was notv achieved,

b, Observation: The use of C3 in a baitle zrea requires
deteiled prior planning, Provicicae mist be mede for packsgi:ag and de=
“ivaring. goc macks at the propar time to prevent unnscessary deleys
in the execution ci the batile rian, Filots flying the helicepters
dispensing the E 158 modules xuch te efucated in proper metirods
of crpleyment, altitude, diresction of £light, trovp dispesitions and
vind~-drift fectors,

3, {¢) IFSSON LEARNED: Flrme thrower A™Ts can te effectively
used to-neutroiizc enemy fortifucaticns,

a, Discussion: The importance-of emplcying flame throwsr
APC!s with mech infantry was.trought out in tho early-stages of the
Batile of TAM QUAN, There were several occasicns where the flams
tracks wers able o meheuver to a pasiticn to eliminate pockeis of
resistance in bunkers and trenches, Had ths flams throwers not been

] available, friencly casvalties would have been-cenaiderably higher,

b, Cbservetion: “Flausthrowsp-tracks-can be- erployed ‘well
forward with attacking mech end infantry wniss with grontl cviccess,
With Ainnerant mobility axd armorsd pretsction, -the.flans - iracxs are
L]

Inci 1 1.2
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invaluable in the close-guarter {ighling tha’ is paculiar to the type
terrain encountered in this battis,

L, (5} LZSSON LEARMED: Cembat Engineers should ha nsed 4o Sollow
the infantry and destroy bunicers and trenches, improve creseing eites
for iracks snd heavy ecuipment, and esteblish 1LZ!s for resvpnly end
Medsvac,

a, Discussion: A need for Engincer suppcrs dsvelenad guickly
during the Battle of TiM QUAN when it became apparent that the APClas
vere having difficulty getiing into the area of contact. Thia occured
caring the first evening of ths hattle and plans were immediately
formilated to send engineer support into the area, The eugineers
wers used to consiruct a causeway for the APC!'s, clear en 1Z £
resupply aad Medevac and to destrcy tho buanker and tranch networks
in the battle areas,

b, Obsarvation: Ccruanders should quickly racognize a naed
for engineer supnort if the need does ar'st, Ib is imwenctical for the
infentry to carry the demolitions reguired to deatroy all bunkers and
tronches found in a battle area whea %4he enginsers can bring in heavy
equipment to do the job, The timely cleering of en 1Z is ex’remely
imortunt for resvnply and Madevac and thers ar2 times whnn crozzing
sites rmst be meds to permit access by racked vehicles end heavy equip-
ment into the battile area,

5. (C) LESSON LE4PNED: The battlefie=ld must be policed after all
contact has ceassd,

a, Discussion: The majority cf weapcas, doctmenta and other
valuable intelligence items were found by unite remaining in the tattle
area to conduct o police of the hzthlefield, This tim> wes also used
to have enginners cestrcy the burkers and trsnches. Zach of the batile
areas were tihioroughly policed aflisr cash contast and ths resulis justified
the use of company cize units tn accomplish thls,

b, Observation: Time musht be allowed for vaits Lo reesin in
areas of significant contact to cenduct a thorcugh police of the
battlefield and destroy all fortifications,

6. {(C) LESZON LEARMED: Routes of enemy egrsss from a major
centact area must be interdicted,

a. Discussion: The Battle of TaM QUAN cncs egain proved ths
impertance of surrounding the batile area with Jorces <o inhibit and
intercist enemy movemendt ocut of the arsa of contact., TIThe dormal pattera
of the NVA is to fight vntil derk and then evads {rom ti:e battle area,
Altacuza it is impossible to block all eneny oscape, mary casualiles
are infiicted, a psychologicel advantege is o>iained and the enzay is
further disargalized and cenfused by sufficient bloclins forces and
an adequate plan of blocking fires, A system wes hatltually uesd

lo
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throughout tae Battle of TAM QUAN to acccmplish this inhibiting
maneuver wiile still allowing free room fer fires in the coniact
area without endangering friendly trocps,

b, Observation: Plenz to contain tre battle area shild bs
made early incorpurating a syoten cof nlatoon sized blocking positions,
blocking fires and sufficient illumination to inhibit enemy escope
from a contact area during darkness,

7. (C) LESSON LEARNED: Constant illumination is required on the
battlefield during ths hours of darkness,

a, Discussion: Early planning was necessary to insure that
after night defensive positions were established by elementsg in centact,
illumination was provided by a combination cf UH-1H flareships, Moonshine:
and Spooky. The constant illumination hindered the enemy'!s atiempt
to move out of contact areas and permitted accurute artillery fires to
hit his positions, Problems did occur because of the long reactien
time required to get Moonshine or Spooky ¢n s%ation, Gaps in the
periods of illumination by Moonshine and Spociky were filled by organic
flarsships or artillery illumination,

b. Observation: The decision to uzz or not use Air Forze
illurination should be made as zarly as poscible after initial contact

is made, This will allow sufficient time for the request to be
forwarded through channels and have the aircraft on station at the

required time, The Air Force aircraft have a longer station time and
are much better then orgunic flareships for leng periods of illvmination,
Refueling time for these e’:.::aft cun be covered by other Air Force
aircraft, organic flareships or tube illurinaticn.

8. (C) LESSON LEARNED: 4PC's should use colored number panels
to permit easy idecntification from the air,

a. Discussion: There were periods when the movement and maneuver
of the APC!s hud to be controlled from the air, It was extremely
difficult to identify a specific track or tracks from the air and relay
the identification to the commander on the ground, Valuable time was
wasted by not being able to clearly identifr elements of the mech
companies from the air,

b. Observation: Colored riurber panels chculd be disgleyed cn
each APC, This will allow quick identification and perait the
comtander in the air to reley specific inforuation to the commander on
the ground,

9, (C) IESSCN LEARNED: Units mmst not cordon contact areas in a
marner that will deny the use of artillery and #ir fires,

&, Discussion: On no occasion during the Butile cf TAM
QUAN were units allcowed to elesa so tightly arcund a contost arsa
that the use of artillsry and air fires would b2 severcly resiricted,
0/7\ X arviii) RN ) ]
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This would have denied the commandcr one of his mos® valuable
advantages and means of neubralizing tiie enemy pocaitions,

b, Observation: Commanders mnst insure that their units
are not dsplcyed in such a man:is: that it restricts the use ¢ his
meat powerfal punch, JCaswalibiss will be greatly redused if wnide erxe
positioned ic ailcw mesirmum dciivary of artillery and air Dires,

10, (C) LESSCN LEARNED: Clearance for air strikes in an ARVN AO
must be initiated immediately,

a, Discussion: The procedure for clearing an air strike
in the ARVN AO is detailed and time consuming, Recuests for clearance
must go thrcugh channels to the 224 ARVN Divisien Hq and on one occeasion

U ook one and a quarter hours for an sdiate air strike tc te
d=livered,

b, Observation: A nrocedure to sxpedite clearance raquests .
in the ARVN AQ was adopted, A grid is assumed in the expected arsa
of contact and the request initiatsd for clearance pricr to the A
request for air support, Vhen the nesd for air fires baceme apparent,
clearance had already been granted, This saved veluabls time and
allowed timely delivery of orcdaaiace,

11, (C) LESSON LEARNED: Tanks are n:cassary in battles on tha
EONG SON Plain,
a, Discussion: it is apparen® tha® armor would have been
invalueble during the Bast™ -f TaM QUAN, Scificient accest rcutes
in%o all areas ol contact we.e availavle and the use of tanks to
attack the enemy fortified positions wouvld have gresiiy reduced
friendly casualties, The M 113 prarsd valuahle bot Jack the hoavy
fires and armeored protection ¢f < M 42 or ¥ T,

5, Observation: A %~n2 ccameny should be atiacheld to the
lst Bds for use in the BONG SOJ Plain. The avallabiliiyr of “aks
would greally enhence the brigede's cperaticns and increase its
flexibility and firepower while greaily decsreasing vulnerebility and
casualties in larye sc2le contacts, '

12 {C) IZESSON LEARNTD: Gi-13's helicopiers can be effsctively
used %o exploit a CS attack,

2, During the afternoon of 8 December the lst.Brigade Scouts,
flying two (2} OH-13%s observation helicopters, were employad to
exploit the effects of an aerial. celivered CS attack, Iurediately

“er the OS5 abtack, the Scout Team, with aviater ard gunnor/observer
vcaring arovective masks, {lew in%o the g2ssad srea to cbaorvs cnexy
movements ené to deliver effectivs automatic wsepouns fire o erexy
personnel attexpting to fles the avea, The Stouts were able to
angage noveral enemy tioops attempting to édozpe the effects of the CS.

18
CONF\DENTIN-




e S

CONFIDENT AL

.. b, Observation: Scout helicovters can be effectively used to
exploit a CS attack, Although visihility is resiricted by the proteciive
mask and CS cloud, a close working team of observation helicopters &
exploit a gas attack,

13, (C) IESSON IEARMED: Track chrouds mus: be used by M 113's-
in crossing a fasi moving body of watsr,

a., Discussion: 0On 19 and 22 Dacember 47 a mech company
moving to contect was unabls to swim the BCNG SON River because of
ths loss of maneuverabiiity in the midstream current, The *racks did
not have track shrouds mounted,

b, Observation: Ilad track shrouds been mounted, the M 113!s
might have negotiated the river and would then have been aveilable
for the attack of AN GAIEP on 20 Dec.

1y, (C) IESSON LEARNED: Sequence of attack on a fortified
position in the BONG SON Plein,

a, Discussicn: Tae terrain of the BONG SON Plain has been
discribed as a compbination of GUADALCANAT and the hedgercws cZ #MNWeTLY.
An cutack against a flenk is imvosaible beccuse the enemy ¢zfends
in a small perimeler {(utline of a fortified village). To chzage
directions in the attack of the encry and %o engage him in two or more
directions in thz limitsd arca that the enery coccupies is diffieult
and has several disadvantages. Attanks from goveral Cirecticrs must
be closely controlled and even then there is a2 good chance Lha® casualties
will be taken by friendly units from friens*+ small arms fire, The
chief disadvantage is that “nis method wiil restrict the ona big
advertage of fire power in ihe ferm aritillory and war adv,

b, Observation: The soluticn to the cequence of atiaur of
a fortified snemy nosition adopicd by this unit in tha Battle of Tim
QUAN is:

(1) Contact fully devsloped by infentry and acrial scouts
to develope size and shape of enemy position,

(2) Air firec are ressed to the roint of comnlete deveste-
ation of the area by 750 lb and 500 1b High Drag (low ceiling) bombs
mixed with Napaln,

(3) artillery fires are used constantly on the enemy
positions and to block ensxy escape,

. (i) Contact area is ringed by units in platoon sized
blocking vositions to inhibit enemy escaps, -

{5) Ilivnination 19 planned teo light entire centact area
for the duration of all perieds of darkness.

- 19
CONFIDENTF AL

s

L SERRR XY Y T T

o Bl ek

foreein S




l

0
RS- SRR —

CONEDENTIAL

(6) air and artillery fires are increased in tempo
prior to any w«ituck, Riot control agent CS'is used to drive the
enemy out of prep.red positions into a following drt.il.ery TOT and
exploitation by erial scouts and gunship<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>