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1. Forwarded as inclosure is Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 
Headquarters, 145th Combat Aviation Battalion for quarterly period ending 
31 October 1966.  Information contained in this report should be reviewed 
and evaluated by CDC in accordance with paragraph 6f of AR 1-19 and by 
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2. Information contained in this report is provided to the Com- 
mandants of the Service Schools to insure appropriate benefits in the 
future from lessons learned during current operations, and may be adapted 
for use in developing training material. 
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/• SUBJECT:    Operational Report Legsons Learned (RCS CSFOR-65)    (U) 

TO:            See Distribution 

(U)   Under provisions of AH 1-19, dated .26 May 1966, USAHV Reg B7Ö-2, 
dated 19 July 1966 and 12th Combat Aviation Group Letter, Subject: Operational 
Report of Lessons Learned, dated 27 September 1966, the Quarterly Operational 
Report of Lessons Learned is hereby submitted« 
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Major Infantry 
Adjutant 
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DLPi.RTiüA' OF THE AWiy 
HEiJXilBötOiiS, 145TH COlia.T i.VUTIC», B^TXiJiCK 

APO San Francisco, 9622? 

AVGC-CD 8 November 1966 

SUBJECT:    Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1966 
Reports Control Symbol CSFGR-65 (U) 

TO: See Distribution 

SLCTION I 

SIGHIFICALT UKIT ACTIVITIES 

A, (U)    GEKEriAL;   The 145th Combat Aviation Battalion has been fully 
conmitted to combat assault and direct combat support operations throughout 
the period of this report. 

B. (U) MISSION: To augment the aviation support capability available 
to II FFORCE V and the Republic of Vietnam Forcts operating within III Corps 
ARVN Tactical Zone. 

0.    (C)    QttGANIZ/iTIOK: 

1. The 184th Reconnaissance Airplane Company was assigned to the 
145th Coubat Aviation Battalion on 13 August 1966. 

2. A Company 501st Aviation Battalion was rodesignated the 71st 
Aviation Company (MIL), (VOCG Ist Avio.tion'Brigade dcsigncitirvj the 71st 
assault Helicopter Company), 1 Süpte:..ber 1966, by Gk&brcl Order 219, .Head- 
quarters, U&ÜKÜC dated 31 ^ugust 1966. 

3. 197th Armed Helicopter Company was rodesignated the 334th 
Aviatioii Company (AHL), (VOCG 1st Aviation Brigade designating the 334th 
»tnned Helicopter Company), 1 September 1966, by General Order 210, Head- 
quarters, USiiRPAC dated 31 August 1966. 

4*    Organization of 145th Combat Aviation Battalion during the 
reporting period included the following units, headquarters located as 
indicated: 

a» 145th Combat Aviation Battalion Headquarters, Bien Hoa 

b. Headquarters and Headquarters Detachuent, Bien Hoa 

c. 68th Assault Helicopter Company, Bien Hoa 

d. 71st Assault Helicopter Company, Bien Hoa 

Downgraded at three year intervals 
C''A/U I C)£ *.>+ r'^/j Declassified after twelve years 

")  DÖD DIR 5200.10 



SUBJECT:   Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1966 
Reports Control Syaibol CSFOH-65 (U) (CONT'D) 

e. 7Ath Reconnaissance Airplane Company, Phu Loi 

f • 110th Assault Helicopter Company, Bien Hoa 

g. 184th Reconnaissance Airplane Company, Phu Loi 

h. 334th Armed Helicopter Company, Bien Hoa 

In addition the 74th Reconnaissance Airplane Company had sub elements 
located at Due Hoa and Xuan Loo. 

D. (U) COnLrJiiJ:    Significant changes of comuand in 145th Combat 
Aviation Battalion during this period were: 

1«   Captain Darel S. Johnson assumed command of the Headquarters 
and Headquarters Detachment from Major Roy L. Robblns on 15 August 1966. 

2. hajor Edward B. Covington III assumed command of the 6Gth 
r       Assault Helicopter Company from Major James H. Cook on 5 August 1966. 

3. Major Arnold C. Morris assumed command of the 71st Assault 
Helicopter Company from liajor Crordon T. Carey on 14 October 1966, 

4. Major Charles 22. Halstead assumed connand of the 1fl4th 
Reconnaissance Airplane Company from Major Raymond L. Smith on 4 September 
1966. 

5. Major Floyd C. Grober assumed command of the 334th Armed 
Helicopter Company from Major Joseph H. Masterson on 15 August 1966. 

E. (C) HSRSCKHLL« 

1. (U) Administration;    One time report requirements during the 
period have consumed a considerable amount of manhours.    Recurring reports 
are not a major problem as procedures have been established to provide the 

_  necessary information through feeder reports from subordinate units and 
records maintained by battalion headquarters. 

2. (U) Awards and Decorations;   2810 decorations were awarded 
during the quarter,   A problem In the awards and decorations area is caused 
by changes to regulations which are effective upon receipt.    When a major 
change is received, most recomuendations which are currently being processed 
must be returned to the sub.dtting unit for correction.   A considerable 
delay is caused by the time necessary for transtittal and re-typing. 
Changes to awards and decorations regulations should have either an advanced 
effective date or exclude rocoiimendations which are being processed.    The 
1st Aviation Brigade Form 21 provides a significant savings in tixae and 
labor in processing roconuiendations for Air Medals. 

3. (U)   Special Services!    Special service equipment and support 
have been satisfactory. 

1 
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4*    (U)    Unit Designation and Attachiufcnts: 

a. During the quarter, the unit designation of two conpanies 
was changed.    The change of designation required a considerable nuiuber of 
administrative actions,    although the change wns effected without any aajor 
problens, a delay in rtceipt of official notification caused laany of the 
required personnel actions to be accouplished after the effective date of 
the change. 

b. The 184th Reconnaissance Airplane Company was assigned to 
the battalion and was stationed at Phu Loi.   A battalion personnel team 
was sent to Phu Loi and conpleted the inprocessing of the new conpany with 
a ndnii-un of probleus. 

5. (U) Civic Action;    The battalion has continued an aggressive 
Civic Action Progran»   The 68th Assault Helicopter Company terminated its 
program in Vung Tau area upon transfer of the Coupary to Bien Hoa.    In 
September, the 6öth Assault Helicopter Company initiated a new program in the 
Bien Hoa area for the village of BIIIH CO,   MLDCAP II and continuous cooiiunity 
support were begun using organic helicopters to transport personnel and 
material to this remote location.    The newly arrived 184th Reconnaissance 
Airplane Conpany' is planning a Civic actions Prograra which will be initiated 
during the next quarter.   All other assigned units have established programs 
in operation, 

6. (U)    Infon.iation Program;    During this quarter, the follovdng 
news ite s were dispatched: 

a. Individual pictures released:   42 

b. Feature stories submittedi    10 

c. Horae town news releases:    42 

d. Hone town pictures released:    4 

Complete coverage of the 68th assault Helicopter Company civic action 
program at BIIIH CO is planned for the next quarter, 

7. (U) Education; During the quarter, the brttalion education 
program was established and a USAFI Test Control Officer appointed. The 
prograp will receive incruasing attention in the   next quarter, 

8. (C) Personnel.Losses and Gains:    The actual and projected 
gain and loss of personnel during'2d Quarter FY 1967 is as follows: 

a.    Officers &Ju LOSS 

October 52 33 

November 38 58 

December 5 4 
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b.   Enlisted CL^IN LOSS 

October 82 79 

Novt.nber 106 100 

Duccuber 1A4 156 

F. (C)    IKTLLLIGL^CE; 

1. Claymore Mines:   On 8 October 1966 during the extraction of a 
battalion of the 173rd Airborne Brigade, the 335th Aviation Conpany reported 
hearing c. loud explosion on cliiib out at XT 9A7368.   A close inspection of 
the lift helicopters revealed nunerous pellets on the undersides of several 
helicopters and nain rotor blades.    Th^ 335th evaluation was that the VC used 
large claynore uines affixed to the tops of trees or long poles.    Aviation 
Units of the  1st Infantry Division have also reported like incidents with 
the 8&X- evaluation. 

2. 37-57EEI Anti-Aircraft Fire;    There have been no significant 
reports of 50 cal (12.7njci) antiaircraft fire during the re porting period. 
However, on 19 October 1966, a light fire tean fron the 334th '>.raed Heli- 
copter Ccupary reported 6 airburst at coordinates XT 3190ÖO.   Airspeed was 
100 knots, altitude 900 feet, heading north, and all rounds burst in approx- 
iuately 3 seconds, evenly spaced in a fairly close cluster in front of the 
lead helicopter.    Caliber of weapon is unconfirmed;    however, the fire was 
eBtirjated to be 37 or 57 nu. 

3. River Patrol;    Intelligence informtion pertaining to the Light 
Fire Teao and 0-1D aircraft supporting the US hevy in tlu. Hung Sat Special 
Zone, on a daily basis, is not being disseminated to lower level echelons. 
This infori.ation would be beneficial as well as ^ive due credit to 12th 
Coiibat Aviation Group and the 145th Coubat i viation Battalion, 

4« Hot Art as:    On two occasions during this reporting period, aviation 
conpanies oi the  145th CoiJaat Aviation Battalion received intense autouatic 
weapons fire going into landing zones.    Each operation was coiapany size, 
supporting the saue .'JIVK units and the IZ area was not known prior to leaving 
Bten Hoa,    The results were numerous helicopters hit and a total of 5 KIA 
(US) and 5 WIA (US).    Both incidents were in the sane area, but involved 
different aviation conpanies of the battalion.   The primary cause is the lack 
of or failure to receive proper dissenination of intelligence information. 
In an atteLipt to prevent slxailar occurrence, the battalion is disse Jjiating 
probable "Hot Spots" as they appear JO-the intelligence ..ap,- 

G. (C)    OPERATIONS: 

1,   Cogbat Operations:   The Battalion is fully cociaitted daily 
and the tasks assigned vary from single aircraft pigs end rice type operations 
to reinforced battalion size Conbat Assault Operations.   Battalion and conpany 

COM FihevT tRL 
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size cotitet assault operations hnvo been standardized to include a Couuand 
and Control aircraft that carries the ainaobile task force counander, air 
mission coniander, artilli-ry representative and a representative responsible 

p  # for control of clos«. air support.    The battalion and coiupany size conbat 
assault operations vary fron operations into landing zones with full preparation 
by artillery, close air support, helicopter gunships and helicopter troop 
carrier suppression, to coubat assaults with no preparation.   The consequences 
of operations with no preparation has varied fron an operation where no 
fire ws received to an operation where 11 out of 15 aircraft received hits. 

2. Physical Security;    The 145th Conbat Aviation Battalion renains 
responsible for portions of the inner perineter of both Bien Hoa and Phu 
Loi airfields.   During this quarter, the battalion has gained the respon- 
sibility for the physical security of Honour-Snith Coupound, located in 
Bien Hoa,    New physical security plans have been written and iupleuented 
for the Honour-Snith Conpound and the battalion area at Bien Hoa Airfield, 
A new centralized guard plan has been written to .'.ake nore effective use 
of available security guard resources.   This plan will bo inplenented in 
the near future.    The physical security of the battalion has been inproved 
during the past quarter.    Twelve new passive defense bunkers and a fortified 
Battalion Connand and Coi.^iunications Center have been constructed,    Revetnents 
for all fixed wing aircraft and revotnunts for SU helicopters are presently 
under construction.    To release the badly needed aviation mintenance 
personnel fron guard duties it is necessary that we receive the security 
guards requested in MTCE 256F, 

3. Flight Standardization; 

a. Training Ifeuorandun 66-2, 145th Coubat Aviation Battalion, 
dated 23 July 1966, subject;    Aerial Gunnery Training, has proven beneficial 
to the units of this battalion, 

b. 12th Conbat Aviation Group conducted an ar -J helicopter 
standardization .eeting,  15 Septenber through 22 Septenber 1966, in which all 
helicopter conpanies fron the 11th and 145th Ccnbat Aviation Battalions 
participated.    The 118th and 68th ^ssault Helicopter Conpanies won first 
and second place awards respectively for the best arned helicopter crew 
during the gunnery conpetition, 

c. The large turncv. r of personnel, both aviators and enlisted, 
has required a trenendous anount of standardization training in conjunction 
with daily operations.    This training has been acconplished with a uiniuun 
anount of interruption.    After initial orientation has been conpletcd for 
newly assigned personnel, units of this battalion conduct nuch of the 
standardization training while participating in conbat opcrrtions, 

4«    Special Missions: 

a.   Fire Fly: 

(l) The nission is the enployuent of two helicopter gunships 
and one helicopter equipped with a cluster of powerful searchlights along rivers 
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and highways, during the hours of darkness, to interrupt VC operations, 
destroy material and kill the eneuy.    This uission was previously naued /Q 

Lightning Bug. 

(2) There xs r. definite rcquiretunt for uore "Fire Fly" 
teaus in the III Corps area.    This is ovid^nced by thu assignment of three 
missions each night to the  -ne tcrxi requiring 5.5 to 8.0 uission hours 
plus tii-ie to objective areas.    Flyi v; night co.ibrt tioe in excess of 5 
hours reduces the effectiveness of the team and imposes a safety hazard 
on the crew.    The scheduled tine in each area requires a hasty search so 
that the reporting tiue to the next area may be met.    This procedure pre- 
cludes the trhorough and systematic search pattern required to locate tr.rgets. 
For example, it requires approximately 5 hours flying time to thoroughly 
search the 25th AiiVN Division's area of responsibility. 

(3) Fire Fly Delays and CancellationsJ 

(a) Missions delayed due to weather       5 

(b) Missions cancelled due to weather       13 

(4) The light ship of the Fire Fly tean received its first 
hit on 23 September 1966, wounding the pilot in the left arm.    This is the 
first tlae the light ship has taken a hit in the history of the Fire Fly, 

b. Border Patrol:    This mission provides for visual reconnaissance 
of the Vietnamese-Cambodian border along the priuiry enemy infiltration and 
resupply routes to detect indications of cnei.y activity.   The mission was 
flown every other day during the first part of the reporting period and 
daily the last part as directed bj' LLCV.    0-1 Blrddog aircraft are used for 
this mission. 

c. River Patrol:    This mission provides for overhead cover and 
visual reconnaissance of the  shipping channel from Saigon Port to the South 
China Sea.    This is accomplished by two light fire teais with one  on stand-by 

k_ at Bien Hoa and one on station, and by two 0-1 Birddogs with one on stand-by 
at Fhu Loi    nd one or. station.    This mission was initiated to stop the VC 
from attacking ships in the shipping channel after two ships wtre mined and 
attacked In broad daylight.    There is constant overhead reconnaissrnce by the 
0-1 Birddog and the fire team is available at Nha Be and is airborne at 
all times when shipping is taking place, 

d. Smoke Ilission:    The M-3 rocket system utilizing smoke 
grena.es is presently being used to smoke IZ's and PZ's.    This system works 
very gc-od when the tr.rget area is not flooded, however it is not satisfactory 
where the grenades are dropped in water.    The battalion is being issued one 
helicopter m anted smoke generator at present and expects five more in 
December or January.    These generators will be  tested on Combat Assaults and 
Extractions at that tiie. 

< r    CONFIDENTIAL v/, 
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5.    Progrfess  -n Gjals RLportud in Last ^urrtc-rly Reports 

a. Goals: 

(1) Standardization of Airi.^bile Operations;    The- 145th 
Conbat Aviation Battalion iiimubile Opercti 'iis 20? will be utilized by all 
coupenits of this organization to insun  standardization of airraobilt oper- 
ations. 

(2) Physical Security Goals were: 

(a) To construct passive defense bunkers for all 
pers-nncl, both in his living and working areas, 

(b) Consolidate and publish a n^-w active defi-nse 
plan for Bien Hoa iiir Base.    Battalion plan to be an annex to the VüixF/^F 
Defense Plan. 

(c) To transfer control of t)u  B.?.ttalijn Security 
Guard fron the individual coupanles to a Battalion Officer of the Guard, 

(d) To reorganize' all Battalion Security Guard P^sts, 

b. Progress: 

(1) The 145th Coribat Aviation Battalion Aimobile Oper- 
ations SOP has been utilized by all coupr.nies of this battalion to insure 
standarc'.izrti 'n of airr. vbile operations. 

(2) Physical Security: 

(a) Passive defense bunkers have  been constructed in 
work aacl billeting areas to provide pr)tecti.;n for all personnel. 

(b) New physical security plans f ^r Bien Hoa Air Base 
hav., been ;/ritten and ijvplen.ented for Bie-n Hoa iiir Base. 

(c) ü battalion c nsolidated guard plan has been 
completed.    Ii.iplei.entation has been delayed due to the shortage  if security 
pers    r^el assigned to the battalion, 

H.    (U) Ttl.l^LG: 

1, liandat^ry Training;    Mandat ry trainiiig is being accouplished 
duriiiis breaks between flights and at uight,    Instriu.e-nt flight training 
and aerial gunnery training is accoiuplished enr jute to and fron idssi ms 
with ciphasis during single  ship i.dssions, 

2. üssi'ined Traini.ig Tasks; 

a.    The training of US Naval aviators and Naval enlisted uen 
tj as3Ui.e the Sea Uolf/Market Tiue mission was coiipleted on 15 Septenber 
1966. -. , r , ~ \ 
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b. Training c£ four VliuF aviators started 21 /.ugust 1966> 
and will be conpltted on 7 tiovtuber 1966.    Th>- purpose of this training is /^ 
to train VI«J aviators in the ÜH-1 aircraft,  prior to UH-1 aircraft becoming 
part  of the VietnaubS« inventory. 

c. Training and exaidnati^ns for tht. award of the patlifinder 
badf.e has been ccupleted successfully by all r..er.ibers of the pathfinder teari, 

d. Cross-training of US /.ruy and US ..ir Force aviaeors in FAC 
pr-jcedures and /jpqy type i.issions respectively started in lioy 1966 and will 
continue as new aviators arrive, 

e. Training Houorandun 66-2, Headnur.rttrs,  1A5th Corobat 
Aviation Battalion, has bet.n published which established an aerial gunn( ry 
f irin; range in a free strike zone and an aerial gunnery progran, 

f. Training on tlie   operation and use   if the UrtC 4 and UhC  10 
euor.jcncy radios hr.s received c,">'j.and enph'-sis,    All conp'niea ixesented 
classes on this subject, ant! as new personnel arrive they will receive 
this training. 

g. All assigned ciers.-nnel wen   required to attend diiver's 
training and pass an exaidnation in order t .< retain their uilitary driver's 
license.    This refresher training should reduce the accident rate fur this 
cor-.r.nd. 

I.    (C)    LOGISTICS; 

1.     (C)    Sur.ir.iary of S-4 Activities. 

a, (C)    The 184th Aviatiun Conpany {SuL) was received in country 
and base:", at Phu Loi during ..ugust 1966.    .idvance party arrived at Can Ranh 
Bay ^FB on 6 august and was transported to Phu Loi by US /»rqy CV-2 on 6 
..ugust 1966.    Most TQL equip*;nt was unladed and transported to Phu Loi 
by road convoy during the peri d 7-9 August.    Aircraft arrived at Saign 
Pjrt    n 9 August.    ..ircrr.ft were transported to Tan S ^n Uhut,  assei.ibled by 
56th Transportation Battalion and unit personnel, and flown to Phu Loi 
as assembly was cor.pleted.    The i.-ain bx'y of personnel arrived Ca:.i Ranh Bay 
on 13 ..ugust, w^re flown to Bien Hoa i.FB by AF C-130, and transported to 
Phu Lc.i by truck.    Ilinii-uu essential equipr-ient, which accoj»pp.nied the rain 
body, was f 1 .wn to Bien Hoa   JB and transportec'. to Phu Loi by truck during 
the peri d 15 thr 'Ugh 25 August, 

b, (C)    Transportation, handling equipnent and storage space 
f ;r five Jungle Campy Platforr.i Syster^ was provided ACTIV.    Systei.3 arrived 
at Qth Aerial Port on 10 Stpteuber  1966, wexe transported t^ and stored in 
the  1A5th Co;/oat ;.viati ii Battalion area at Bien Hoa Air Base.    Transportation 
was provided at a later date to ;. ve one systen to Tan Son Uhut for air ship- 
rjent to the  1st Cav Div (nil), 

c, (U)    Sandbagging and iiipT'o'^ing aircraft revetments has 
been expedited by temporarily employing 50 civilian laborers.    Because of 



CovfiberA/t /f\ k 
SüüJiiCT:   Operational Hi F rt f r '.uarttrly Puria! Lnding 31 October 1966 

Reports Ccntr d Sy.ubul CSFOR-65  (U) (CONT'D) 

a lack of sand in the ii.-uerliatc area ani the inability to obtain security 
clearances for the lab rers t - work on Bien Hoa ^ir Base,  sandbags are being 

,;; filled off base anc' transported apprcaduattly five i.iles.    An average of 
6,500 sandbars are buing filL.d daily.    Total overall requxrencnt 1B 
appruicl.atfcly 200,000 b<'^;s.    The overall prjject is approxi ately 50? 
onpletod, 

d. (ll)    A dust control progran for helicopter lending and 
parkin, areas was initiated during Septenber.    hrcr.s involved were treated 
with peneprime by the 7yth E^ineer Group and this iiethod appears to be 
workin'-; v/ell, 

e, (U)     On 25 September the   145th C0nb.1t Aviation Battalion 
receive.' five liini-Port ulrcraft Refueling Systens.    The refueling systei.s 
were p sitioncd at 111 ..iVIi Corps prcstock points as follA/s: 

(1 ) Son'3 Be 1 system 

(2) Hon ciuan 1 systeii 

(3) Tay l.'inh 2 systetia 

(4) Han Tan 1 system 

Tlu   systeios w^r^ asseubled -and pers-nnel at th«.   pr.st >ck points were 
traine'. in the   -jptrati n,  care and urintenance,  by the  145th Ccubat Aviation 
Battalion POL Section. 

2. (U)    Supply 

a. Th^   145th Coubat Aviati n Dr.ttali n continues to have the 
uission  -f supporting tight III iaiWi Corps prest^ck pjints.    This battalion 
provides and naintaina POL dispensing eqidpiient, ;. »niters class III A and 
V stock levels and requisitions all class V supplies for the prestock points, 

b. Although flight  ^l.ives are  Ixc Liing available, souo units 
continue t    hc.ve difficulty in obtaining sufficient a.. unts to r.ieet require- 
LiCnts, 

3, (C)    Construction, 

a.    The  battalion has been notified that Bailey Compound uust 
be vacated ani.1. turned    v. r t • VIIAF by 15 Decei.ber 1966.    The battali n currently 
has 550  x-rsonnel (two companies and supporting detachi-ents) located in 
Bailey Coupjund,    Adequate   billeting, sho;A.r,  latrine, and adidnistrative 
facilities f >r these  units have been n quested t "> be c nstructed in the 
Project 78D area at Bien Hoa .iir Base.    The  79th Engineer Group has been 
tasked with the construction pr ject by the  18th iingineer Brigade.    Con- 
structi n was initiated on 8 Oct ber 1966,    Soue site  preparation, drainage, 
and lay ut for feight twi st ry barracks has been accomplished.    The con- 
structi n has progressed very slowly due to tlu   luted nuube-r of enj^ineer 
person^iel and equipr.ient c 5i.u Itted and non^availability   'f c nstruction i.ater- 
ial»« • •, r-     »     -     ^t 

n 
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b. The units !..vin0 fron Bftilty C'iipound will be requirod to 
erect rnd nove into tents since pr'gra;.; led bcirrv.cks will not be coupleted by 
15 Dcce;;.bfcr 1966.    A total of 82 tents will be erected to provide billeting, 
adjdnistrative and storage; facilities. 

c. Project 78D (cantoni..cnt and flight line facilities for 
two c. .penies at Bien Hon Air Base) is appr >xii.ate2y 95^ conplete. 

d. Construction jn Project 521  (a 50 helicopter parking harü- 
stand, ..aintenance hr.rdstand,  two ad; dnistrative/operations buildings and 
tw-' ;.r.iatenance hungers) was initiated during the quarter.    Approxirr.tely 
one hr.lf of the helicopter pr.rking hardstand is nearing completion,    ueditional 
construction on the  project is  pending relocaLion of the security fence and 
peri letor road.' 

U.     (C) /.ircraft teintenance ; 

a. During the past qur.rter the availability of anied UH-1B 
helicopters has been near, an availability nark of 50^.    The  last third of 
the  period hrs shown a i..".rked inprover.ient to a current availability   f near 
70^ and prospects of £; ing higher.    This rise has been ice ü.plished priarily 
through an increase in prts supply, i ..'.intenance in areas of historical 
failures and 5^0 rotjr systcn modifications. 

b. Continuous prüblei.s with UH-1 fuel boost pui.ip failures exist 
in /ietnau.    A lar^;e percentage of this battalion's aircrrft hrve been   »per- 
ated daily with   >ne punp out   jf cojjdssion.    This brought up the question 
of how ..uch of the fuel can be used after fuel boust punps had failed.    It 
was a,, r.rent that n. existing docuuent provided coiaplete answers for the 
three U1I-1  nx'els in this unit.    A request has been forwarded to Bell Heli- 
copter C-tpr.ny to pr wide specific usage factors for ca].ibinations of punp 
failures by aircraft   .del.    In the neantii.« ' field fix t   supply electrical 
power t    the left puup side has been teiaporarily appr )ved t    substitute 
for bleed air driven piups that are nit available. 

c. There had been a high rate   .f transist rized c UL .unications 
equipuei.t failures due to 1 lose or c rroded battery electrical circuits. 
Special eiiphasia Ir.s been necessary to insure cleanin,^, ti ;htening and 

i lubricating these iteiiS during this  last quarter,  the  end  of the wet n ins on 
seas n. 

d. i.) outstanding EIS requirements exist   ^n the above  listed 
inf or. ation. 

5.    (C) Progress on Goals Reported in the Last Quarterly Report» 

a.    (C) S^ 

(1) Gjals;    TJ  obtain appr val for construction of the FYft? 
Base D- Velop.ient PLn, 

(2) Progress:    The  FY66 funded portion  if project 78D is 
nearin ; c jupletion.    lack   if funds Ins precluded appr val of the FY67 proposed 

/> 
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facilities,    KinL.uii essential billeting and adLäiiistrctive facilitits for 
two assault helicopter c.npr-.nics rrc beinc constructed by Any Engineers and 
troop l.?.bor.    The reuaining requirud facilities to pemit consolidation of 

'« the 145th Coubat Aviation Battalion at Bien Hoa Air 3r.se have not been funded 
for construction, 

b,    (U) Maintenance 

(1) Goals:   Through the conduct of quarterly service in- 
spections, with increased uaphasis on supply procedures, this battalion 
should increase its aircr.' ft availability by insuring that requisitions are 
subiltted in a tinely mnner in accordance with current supply procedures and 
and r.dequate f jllow-up actions are be ins taken, 

(2) Progress:    The flying tine per nonth for UH-1B-D 
and 0-1D-G aircraft increased each uonth of the reporting period and the 
average availability of all type aircraft was increased during the period. 
The continuing rise in availability was priiarily due to better parts 
supply activity, 

J.    (C)    SIGIIKL; 

1, (C) Li.iergency Co.i^.nd Post;    For this reporting period,  great 
effort and first priority have been devoted to construction of an energency 
coiuiiand ;> st f jr use in event of an cnci.y attack.    For this purpose, the 
All/l'DC-? shelter was converted to accouodate the necessary comand coui.iuni- 
cations equiptient which includes all prir^ary neans of couiiunications to 
units of this co-ausad and next hi^ier headquarters, as well as tactical radios 
for alert iieans of coLu-iUnications,    The shelter was heavily fortified with 
sandbars so as to withstand a conventional nortar attack.    An energency 
supply of rations and necessary portable generators are :;aintained to rjake 
this shelter self contained for temporary operation, 

2, (C) Secure Teletype;    Secure teletype is now fully operational 
to next higher headquarters,   ulthtiugh occasional interruptions occiu1 due to un- 
reliability of the VHF carrier system between this luc tion and Saigon, 
installati -n of this circuit has br3aden<-d the coi.ii.unicrtions capability 
within t..is battalion.    This multipoint sole-user teletype network provides 
for faster handling of adidnistrative traffic than the usual distribution 
channels. 

3, (C) Survival Radios;    Recent emphasis placed on use of the 
URC-4 and URC-lO survival radio, especially for single ship missions, has 
dei^arxled nore responsive maintenance support and monthly operational testin 
of these radios.    Since spare modules, replacement parts and test equipment 
are not readily available through Any supply channels, coordination has been 
effected with the U.S. Air Force at Bien Hoa for temporary loan of a T-906 
Test Set which is used for testing wattage output aix1. battery of UHC-48 
and UIiO-10s.    Until Ari.y has in house capability,  arrangements havo been 
made with ^ir Force for direct exchange of modules and najor components. 
This syste;   is quite adequate and is a marked ii.provement.    As in the past, 
nothir\v wn;   '   in    t1 ne t' maintain these very essential items. 
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4. (U) Coij.unl^ations Security;   Cünsidorable iiiprovoutnt in 
coctiUnications security hr.s been realized thr jughwut thu bnttttlion resulting 
fron instructional classes givön by personnel fr~>u 17th HRU to all pilots /^ 
of this coi.uand.   After uonitoring for two weeks all farua of organic 
cou.unications, the 17th HrtU rendered a favorable final report that generally 
praised this b'ttallon for practicing good coiuiunicat. ons security. 

5. (C) Battalion Ci-U-iand Net;- u bc.ttr.lion FII and UHF conuajid net 
has bv-en established as an alternate ueans of cotaaunications.    This network 
has j-iroved te be very usefxjl for passing traffic - especially urgent requests 
for gun teai-is or other quick reactionary elei-ents needed for airnobile oper- 
ations.    The net is constantly uonitored and is vised as an alternate tieans 
for adninistrative traffic when Irnd lines are either out or busy, 

K,    (U) S/JLTY: 

1.    AccidentSi Incidents» and Losses;    During the reporting period 
the 145th Coubat Aviation Battalion Safety Officer reviewed, analyzed, and 
recorded: 

10 Accidents 

13 Incidents 

1 Forced Landing 

4 Precautionary Landings 

1 Coubat Loss 

1 Other Type Mishap 

The safety officer conducted safety inspections of all units within the 
battalion am! conducted an airfield survey of Phu Loi Airfield. 

^        2. Significant Events During This Quarter; 

a. Dust becaiic a roblen in unprv^d helicopter parking areas 
at Bien Hoa as the aonsoon season began to subside. Peneprine was applied 
to those surfaces and care was taken to keep down vehicle traffic on those 
areas. The result has been a mjor reduction in dust in the entire area 
and grcctl;' ixiproved working conditions. 

b. lighting at Frizzell Fluid has been and continues to be a 
probleu area. A relatively new system using lighted luminous strips woe used 
to mark the revi-tuents and this was not proven satisfactory. Portable bean- 
bag lights' are put out at night to light the H.. This has not conpletely . 
rsolved the probleii but it is a vast improvement for night operations. 

c. Nuuerous aviators of this cor.iurnd continue to fly an 
excessive number of hours. In an attempt to equalize flying tine among all 
aviators and prevent aircraft accidents dut to aviator fatigue, every pilot 
exceeding 90 hours of flying during any 30 day period must be exauined by 

OcHf i be *** in /.- 
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the flight surgeon.    The aviator vdJ.1 r^suuc flying i/hen cleared by the 
flight surgeon, 

/y d.   A uost unfortunate accident occured when a UH-1B (A) 
crashed and burned, killing all crewiaon on board.   The accident investigation 
revealc:'. that iuprcper b^lts had been used in the initial installation of 
the gun systen.    Thu l^ss of ont of these bolts caused the accident,   A 
□essagc containing details of Lhe accident was dispatched to USABAiiR, 
higher headquarters, and all units of this comand,   A one tiuc inspection 
was perforritd on all UH-1L (A) helicopters in this battalion and several 
other iiproper bolts were found.   All aircraft are nuw being inspected prior 
to each flight until the correct bolts, washers and nuts are received, 

L.    (U) MLDICALt 

Suu-^ry of Medical Activity; 

t.    The approaching re-location of the 7Ist and 118th Assault 
Helicopter Coupanies with attached units has created a necessity to consolidate 
the three (3) radical detachments supporting the 1A5th Conbat Aviation 
Battalion,   This consolidation had been planned previously on a long range 
basis in accordance with iZTOb authorization,    A 100 tou% by 200 foot 
tropical quonset building will be used.    This facility will accomodate 
two (2) of the lüdical detachrjents, laboratory, pharuacy and treatcient 
facilities.    This will only partially alleviate the problen in that it does 
not i-rovide facilities for the third uedical detachnent, dental facilities, 
battalion surgeons office, and X-ray facilities.   Additional space and 
better medical equipuent is needed in the b. ttalion. 

2, Excessive aiiount of flying tine and fatigue ariong the 
aviators continues to be a rnjor probleu.    One noticeable aspect of this 
problem is the disparity of total tiue aiiong the aviators.    Directives 
have been issued denonstrating the raetliod of calculating total flying 
tliie.    This directive also requires exauination by the flirrt surgeon *rhen 90 
and 120 hmrs are exceeded, 

3, Construction of water supply points to produce potable 
water hca been a probleu.   The existing point consists of two (2) deep wells 
but facilities for chlorinati.n or filtration arc not available«   Though this 
is our nain source of water it h'^s been desirjiated njn-potable water ty 
the 20th Rreventive hedicine Team,    Atteupts to correct this situation 
have n-t been successful. 

li/'^ltH^^ifi/rd 
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i SLCTIOH II 

/^ COMUjDEk<S OBSLRVi^TIOHS i.tiD RLCOMMLIiDivTIONS 

P/JtT I OBSLilVATIOHS (IL^SOLS lEiutNLD) 

L,    (U) R^cSOICLL; 

1,   Inter-Theater Transfer: 

in Caws. 
a,    ITHI;    Inter-theatcr transfers of officers with dependents 

b, DldCUSSION;    Undoubtedly due to significant operatijnal 
requirements placed upon Dcpartuent of the iiiry, a probleu has developed 
which involves serious uorale ii.iplications,    Officers in Vifctnau are receiving 
assignments direct to Europe,    Receipt of assignment ins^mctions is often 
quite late, usually within 40 to 60 days prior to Di^iOS, and in soue cases, 
within a week or two of DLitOS.    Consequently, ueubers cannot subijit applic- 
ations for concurrent travel of dependents in tii.e to receive confiri.ntions 
l^rior to their departure fron Vietnau,    During one 30 day period of the 
quarter,  16 officers received assignments to USü€iUR-Ger;.iany,    Only two 
of the;.; received approval of concurrent travel.    Two have sufficient tine 
remaining in the couuand to receive concurrent travel approvals.    Twelve 
have departed or will sjon depart Vietnam without an answer from CINCUS/'-itLUR 
concerning both their unit assigniaents in Germary and concurrent travel 
for their dependents.    Tlds situation adversely affects the morale of an 
officer and his dependents, 

c. QESLiiW.TION;    Suggest that a pirn be  put into eflect 
similar to the plan described in /Ji 612-105, which provides for personalized 
officer assicn-.ents for officers being called to active duty and assigned 
directly to United States Arty Europe, 

2,    Direct Commission; 

a, ITLK;    Direct Couission in the USJl, 

b, DISCUSSION:    During the quarter, several Uarrant Officers 
and one enlisted i,an applied for direct commissions as 2d Lieutenants in 
the Üö-Jct under the new program in which US.diV has been delegated the authority 
to make such appointments.    Within six weeks of making their applications, 
two young U-rrant Officers were recently ccu.iissi.'ned and appointed 2d 
Lieutenants of Infantry. 

c, OßSLtiV./TlOK;    The rapid action at all levels of couaawi 
w&s outstanding.    The thorough, tijiely and personalized handling of these 
applications was in the best traditions of the i.n^jr's personnel system.    The 
action accoaplished in the cases of the two new lieutenants has inspired many 
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other talented Warrant Officers and «anlistul ixn to seek direct coixdssions. 
The program itself offers one of the greatest opportunities the .'any has ever .^ 
nade available to energetic young uen4 who aspire to oursuo a career in the 

3.    Maintenance Warrant Officers; 

a, ULM:    Aviation Warxant Officers with iiaintenance MOS. 

b, DISCUSSION:    Due to an apparent shorta> in the V/arrant 
.Officer iiOS 671C, Aircraft Repair Technician, this couuand has been forced 

- to fill TCL vacancies with aviators who possess only the HOS 062B or 061B 
.\ contrary to the provisions of IS. 611-112, 

c, OBSktV./TIOiit    Due to the dose relationship between JK)S 
062B and 671C, it is suggested that AR 611-112 be changed to authorize unit 
coLcjanders the authority to utilize rated aviators as maintenance teclmicians 
and to recoi^uend the award of hOS 671C after suitable on the job training, 

B.    (C) OFLR/wTIOHS; 

1, Pick-up Zones: 

a, ITEM;    Pick-up Zone Coordination and Preparation. 

b, DISCUSSION:    Coordination for airtiobile operations is a 
recocnizod re-quircuent f^jr all aimobile operations.    However, in all cases 
the coordination with rnd the organization of the units to be noved is not 
always ^.one properly, due to insufficient tiue bein^ allotted for Ihis 
extre cly important part of the operation.    In cases where the troops on 
the ground were not properly prepared to be noved. Pathfinders were not used 
or when euployecl they were not r^iven sufficient tiue to properly organize 
the troops.    Unnecessary casualties and dauage to equiptient have resulted 
when insufficient tiuc has been allotted for preparation, and the Viet Cong 
have chose-n to contest the operation, 

c, 03SLitV.>TIdN:    Sufficient tiue should be allotted to this 
extremely inportant part of the operation.   When the troops on the' ground 
«re not properly organised consideration should be given to delay the operation, 

2, Staging Areas: 

a*    ITSM»    Secure Staging Areas, 

b,   DISCUSSION:    Secure staging areas are a nust for airiiobile 
operations.    The non-availability of secure pri.ary or alternate staging 
areas can be a serious liniting factor.    When the uidt's hope field is not 
bein^ utilized as the staging area the tactical situation uay require the use 
of an alternate for short periods of tine.   Weather can ucke the use of an 
alternate necessary regardless of where the prii^ary is located.    On oper- 
ations Wh«re lar;-e nui.bers  jf aircraft would uake a lucrative target for 
the Viet Cong it uay be desirable to use alternates.    The prolonged use of a 
staging area that does not have adequate defense i.ay give the Viet Cong tine 
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to plan anc' execute an imlirect firt attack.    Therefore it is desirable to 
select and prepare alternate staging areas uhen any of these factors can 
influence the priuary area«   Failure "to appropriately consider the plan for 

^ alternate staging areas has resulted in losses and undue concern to couxmders 
in the past, 

c.    OBSiiatyitTIOH;   Suggest appropriate consideration be given to 
the tactical situation, weather, creation of lucrative targets, and prolonged 
use of staging areas withjut adequate defense in selecting priiary and 
alternate staging areas for almoblle operations, 

3. COiXiand and Control Aircraft: 
! 

a. ULM;    Battalion Conoand and Control Aircraft,    ^j^-^rr4^' 

b. DISCUSSION:   The Battalion Cüiinancl aal Control Aircraft is 
the center of control on all battalion operations and is the uost important 
aircraft on the operation.    The C & C is staffed with the Air Hlssion 
Cuixiander, his S-3, the Airnobile Force Cji-xander^ his Artillery Officer 
and his Air Force Air Liaison Officer.   The Air Kisslon Coixiander and his 
3-3 control the Artgr air and fly the C 4 C,    The Airnobile Force Conaander 
and his staff control the ground forces, artillery fires and close air 
support»   This aircraft is the operations center that can adjust any phape 
or chaise the entire operation and direct it through to curapletlon.    To 
penult the C & C to iiaintain positive control the operr.tlon should bo 
planned so that the C i C is not required to be over two locations at the 
saue tii^e.    To prevent 'the operation froti being delayed excessively or 
beconini-; bogged down, due to tiie loss of the C & C through oalntenance 
trouble or dotiage caused by ene:.y fire, an altermte C & C should be 
available.    This Battalion has an alternate C & C on stand-by at the 
Bat tall n Forward Corjuind Post during all operations,   A radio call will get 
the alternate C & C in the air and on the way to where it is needed.    Due 
to the possibility of C & C personnel becxiing casualties, alternate 
coujanders arc designated prior to the operation, 

c. Oi-^Lu^TION:   Suggest provisions be mde for an alternate 
conmnd and control aircraft and an alternate corxander selected in the 
preparation phase of airnobile operations, 

4, Observation Aircraft Ccvtjriire Night Attacks: 

a,    ITLM:    Use of 0-1 Aircraft in Reaction to a Night Attack, 

b,    DISCUSSION:   When the eneijy attacks a coupound or outpost, 
at night we have f und that the best pin is to send two 0-1 aircraft to the 
area.    One aircraft will have a pilot and an AuVN artillery observer on 
board, the pilot will u nltor the air-ground advisory frequency, and the ob- 
server will adjust ARVN artillery to insure it is used to uaxluun advantage. 
This aircraft will also furnish directions t:> helicopter ^unships if they are 
euployed.    It is flown at an altitude  of approxii-^tely 1,500 feet with all 
lijhts out.    The other aircraft will h.-ve a pilot and a US observer or 
another pilot on board if available.    It will be flown at 2,000 feet or higher 

V 
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depen lina on the «tather, ami the crow will control tho flan, ships and adjust 
US artillery.   In addition they will direct the luwer aircraft to keep ^^ 
clear ol clouds ani parachute flares.    These two aircraft use their UHF radio 
for air to air control.    Two aircrr-ft are necessary to assure control of all 
supporting fires and to give riaxiuuu support to the ground forces, 

■ 

c. OBSbiVATIOK: This concept provides better control of air- 
craft end insures ijaxinuu support to the ground forces, 

5. Frequency Interference, 

a, ITEM:   Frequency Interference 

b, DISCUSSION!    The uost prevalent probleu experienced during 
the last quarter, was Fli frequency interference.    Per infomation received 
frou II FFV, the HVN Governtient has authorized the U.S. An.gr t   use 
only seventy three (73) FM frequencies under 51,9!-ic for all of III Corps 
area.    Of the seventy three (73) frequencies, forty (ZfO) of these are 
assigned for exclusive use.    The runaining available frequencies are inadequate 
to supply the neeus of all the tactical units oper-ting through .ut the III 
Corps area.    Receipt of the new VRC-12 radios that can operate in the higher 
frequency spectrun where an unlimited nuiuber of usable frequencies are 
available will alleviate this problen, 

c, 0i3SluiW>T10N;    Issue and supply of the new faoily of radios 
to the U.S. Forces Vietnam uust be expedited to oeet the urgent requireraents 
for equirijent capable of using additional frequencies. 

6, Land Line Coi.-unicatiins; 

a. ITLM»    Inadequate Land Line C">.:.imications, 

b. DlSCUSoIÜh;    During this quarter as in the previous quarter, 
the telephone service or land line cjuuunications between this battalion and 
its next higher headq arters,  12th Coubat Aviation Gr^up, has been inadequate, 

_    The priuary systeu necessitates g^ing through tliree switchboards.   Bien Hoa 
ID Switchboard, which gerves all Anjy elenents in the Bien Hoa area, has 
only three lines to Hurricane Switchboard at II FFV which in turn serves 
all the 12th Group couL^.nd,    On a peak day, mny uore telephone calls ere 
initiated ^y subscribers than the switchboards are capable of handling. 
However, there has been soue relief to this probltn by use of radio and 
teletype as an alternate raeans of coununications, 

c. QBSiiüVidriOlI:    Signal dupp^rt ai»1 equipuent availability are 
not keeping pace with the troop build-up, 

C.    (U) THUNIKG AID QuGidilZATION', 

1,   Aircraft goxcjadgr and Pilot Traininr.; 

i    ,- a.    ITEM;    Aviator Training 

/ b,    DISCJSSION:   During the first week if December 1965, an 

QsCN P f blTh > -ft *) /. 

ll 



SUJilLCi':    Operational ttupjrt f>r '.uartorly Period tntllns 31 Oct-ber 1966 
llcports Control Sy.ib.l C3FQH-65 (U) (COCT'D) 

arucd htlicoptfer of this battalion was .x-rfor-dn;; a Lissi^ n f jur uiles oast 
of Saigon.    Kt an altitiit-'e jf 1500 foet,  chc pilot was kiliod instantly ly 
a sin';lfc rifle shot.    The aircraft went out of control and lost SOüC 500 f^et 
in altitutle before the  copilot regained control.    In May 1966, the flight 

V*   .   leader of a conpany Lcking an extraction of troops frou an LZ in War Zone 
D was shot in the le^ as his aircraft cleared the trees on takeoff.    The 
aircraft wallowod through the sky, dipped and banked before the cjpilot 
regained control.    In July 1966, an arucd helicopter was uakinß a firing piss 
at ab ;ut 200 feet as it protected a troop-carrier flight on a uission six 
kili.eteTs south of Saigon,    The aircraft co:a.iander reported that he hr-d 
a :xn hit.    The helicopter was seen banking sharply.    It plunged into a ricu 
paddy and all aboard were killed.    It was later determined that only one 
pilot had been hit by ene:.y ground fire, the aircraft conrnder who Yet 
uade the radio call.    Although no one lived tu explain the circuiistr nces,  it 
is possible that when the aircraft coriander was hit, the copilot was not 
able to ,;ain control of the helicopter before it  crashed.    It is also 
possible that the controls weru da; aged,  but the foruer p.-ssibility could 
well have been applicable, especially in the lir;ht of the two other exc^plea 
pointed out above. 

c.    OBS^KViiTlON;   It is suggested that during aviator training 
at flight school and in other training situations the instructor pilots should 
sinuLitv. being "hit" by ground fire just as they sülate engine failures 
and tail rotor failures.    Aviators flying in coubat :.iust be constantly aware 
of the possibility thr.t they uay have to assuae control of the aircraft 
instantaneously, just as they are aware of the possibility that the engine 
uay qui'1-. or the tail rotor ;jay fail.    This type training would have to progress 
frou high altitude siL.ulati^ns to siuulations of being hit on final appr.-ach 
or en takeoff.    This troining woulc1 be particularly difficult for arued 
helicoptei  crev s.    The copilot - gunner is often preoccupied with nannlng 
his weapons systeros and handling the sight.    But,  tlirough reijetitive appli- 
cation,  he should be uade conscious of the fact that ho idght haw   to grab 
the controls in an instant.    Training of this type would require exceptional 
skill and Judgeuent on the ivr.rt -J" the  instructor pilot.    He could n t be  "lüt" 
When the aircraft was in such a precarious attitude   r altitude that an 
excited student w^uld possibly aggravate the situation and c'use an accident. 
The instructor pilot i-iay "hau it up" a little, but he  could not get too far 
away frou the controls hii.iself in on'nr to preclude the consequences of 
inaccurate reactions on the ^art of the student, 

2,    Visual Reconnaissance Tiaininf;: 

a, I'fLh!    L-)W Risses on Airborne Visual Reconnaissance, 

b, DISCUSSI0I:;    ^Jlien on a visual reconnaissance uissi-n and 
a low pass is required to accoupllsh the idssion the low pass should be 
well pLaniied, since not nore than   me low pass should be uade.    It has been 
observe ' that fire is not normlly received on the first low pass over a 
tar et, but is received on the second and successive psses.    The reason 
fire is n.t normlly drawn on the first pass is that the- VC do not have 
tiue te react, but by the tiue you uake the second pass they are ready 
and waiting.    A letdown for a low pass should be ucde away frou the target 
area and approach to the target should be over the route that furnishes the 
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covur ant' concealucnt.   Iflicn uorc than one low pass is roquired consideration 
should bo given to uakinö the second pass frou a difx'cront direction to 
keep the VC off balance. 

c.    Oi-SEHV./riCN:    Aviators shoulil bo j^ade aware of the dangers 
of overflying an area at low level uarc- tlian once. 

/ 

3.   CM Trainiire; 

a.    TZLhi:   Gas Chaiiber Exercise, 
•v 

b. DISCUSSIQ»:    Appendix III, US/JIV Regvilation 350-1 is quoted, 
"Lach individual will be subjected to either CK or CS at least seui-annually 
for the purpose of insuring proper fit and serviceability of the protective 
mask and to instill confidence.n   CN or CS capsules arc not stocked in 
Vietnau, and it will take three or uore nonths for a requisition to be filled, 
12th Coubat i.viatiun Group, chemical officer Irs advised against using CN 
grenades for a gas chaiijer, because carbon dioxide gas is enitted when the 
grenade is activatefl.    If grenades are used in lieu of capsules the exercise 
uust be conducted outside.    Training space at Bien Hoa Air Base is limited, 
and the use of CN grenades in the open could cause political reprecussion, 

c. 0i3SLcC\A.TI0N;    CN or CS capsules could be stocked in Vietnau, 
CN capsules are being requisitioned for this bat tali-n.    Training areas 
are not adequate for CN grenade to be used in the open.    The requireuent for 
seui-annual gas chamber exercise uust be postponed until CN capsules are 
availttbLa • 

D.    (C) II/ELLLIGLNCL: 

1,    Reduced Effectiveness  ,-f "Fire Fly"; 

a, ITLK?    Reduced Effectiveness of "Fire Fly" 

b, DISCUSSION;    The effectiveness of "Fire Fly" is greatly 
reduced by the nuiaber of areas required t^ cover and the nuiiber of hours night 
coubr.t flying.    It Is realized that vast area coverage is souewhat a deterrant 
to VC saup'.n uoveu^nt, however, it does not prevent hiu fron uoving supplies 
by saupr.ns.   The VC can see as well as hear the "Fire Fly" coning, hide the 
sanpans and continue to   tove once the light hrs passed, knowing it will net 
return,    Where-^is a thor ugh search of an area will njn.nlly lead to the 
location and destruction of sanpans, VC and supplies.    The "Fire Fly" does 
not have to cover every area each nif^it to be effective.    Night coubat fly- 
ing in excess of five hours causes the crew to bec^ne ineffective and sets 
up a potential safety haaard, 

c, 0BSL.it v;jnoi-:; 

(1) Schedule "Fire Fly" arbitrarily, bused on current intel- 
ligence and net nore thr.n two arecs per night, 

(2) Incorporate additional "Fire Fly" teaus for use in the 
III Corps area, „ _   4 ^      , 

JLI 
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2,    Hot I^nuing Zon&a; 

a, inWi    "Hot" Landing Zones 

b, DISCUSSION;    Ch two separate occasions assault helicopter 
coupanies hr.ve f»ont into landing zones which have not been properly prcptired 
and the units had not received proper briefings.    Both incidents resulted 
in helicopters being shot down and personnel bein^ killed and wounded, 
Althur-h two different companies were involved, the area and the supported 
ARVli unit were thu saue, .,        '   ' • 

• 

c, OBSLti^TIOK; Known or suspected "Hot" areas are plotted 
and disseuinated to companies on a weekly tesis. US Advisors should be able 
to evaluate their intelligence and give a more detailed and accurate briefing* 
This can also be accouplished within the battalion when operations are known 
in advance, ^ 

N 

E, (C) LOGISTICS; 

1c    (C) Rre-stock P^int Operations: 

a, ITüM!    Pre-stov.; P^int Operations 

b, DISCUSSIOJ; 

(1) In June 1965 the III Corps Advisory Group, in con- 
junction with the 145th Conbat Aviation Battalion, established POL and aajon- 
ition prestock points throughout the III Corps Tactical Zone for use by 
the 145th Coabat ..viatin Battalion when supporting «oiVK operations, 

(2) As initially established, with relr.tiveiy suall stocks 
and frequcne use by £ uiniuuo nunber  of aircraft, it was within the capab- 
ilities of the  145th Codbat Aviation Battalion and the III Corps Advisory 
Group to uaintain and    perate the prestock points.    With the influx of US 
ground and airnobile units and the increased size and frequency of helicopter 
supp-rW. operations, both US and .ÜVN, there hr.s boun a corresiTOncling 
increase in the utilizati-m of Restock points by all helicopter units in 
the III Corps Tactical Zone,    In addition tc the original use, the pre- 
stock joints now support operations of US as well as ARVK units and service 
aircraft fron all aviation units within III Corps Tactical Zont,    As a 
result, it has been necessary tv increase stock levels substantially, 

(3) In addition to uonitoring class III L and V supplies 
at the ;restock points ?.nd requisitioning Class V supplies, the  145th Coubat 
Aviation Battalion currently provides and uaintains fuel dispensin;; equii> 
uent at all prestock points in the III Corps Tactical Zone,    Personnel to 
operate fuel dispensing equipujnt positioned at III Corps prestock points 
are m-t availablt; within the  145th Coubat aviation Battalion,    ns a result, 
it is nocesaary f r the equ. ptiunt at uost prestock points to be  operated by 
Vietifj'.eso civilian personnel.    These  personnel do not ;x;rf^ru proper 
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jatventive uaintt-nance.    The 145th Cxibüt Aviati n Battalion I'Mntcnance 
Soction continuously flies ucchanics an! parts to the various prestock 
points t> ptrfon^ enercency and/or scheduled mintenance,    First echelon 
uaintv-nance is so poorly perf^ired that it cannot be assuuud that the 
equi;x.cnt will be operational on any jriven day.    Since the 145th Conbat 
Aviation Battalion requisitions ari unition for the prer.tock points, higher 
headquarters frequently assuue that this battalion is axpervlins tho -jüainition 
as well,    This is n^t the case.    This natter becuues significant when ivSxl's 
are inv Ived, 

(4) If uaint^nanco deficiencies on Ikj49 and Ii49C tanktrs 
are of such a couplex nature that they cannot be corrected in tlic field, 
the t.nkcrs are ivturnod to Bicn Hoa where the required uaintenance is 
perfoTiaCd,    Before returning a tanker to Bien Hoa for :jaintenance the 145th 
Corobat Aviation Battalion sends a serviceable tanker to the prestock point 
in order to insure that the prestock point is provided a continu us capability 
for servicing aircraft. Transp^rtias tankers to and fron soue rf the prestock 
points presents security and airlift rjquireitnt prble. s. 

(5) The fuel disp^nsin,>3 equipr.ient currently mintaintd at 
III Corps prestock points is adequtte to support routine traffic, but will 
not sup;ourt rapid refueling f ^r flight elements.    It is necessary that rapid 
refueling for flight eleaents be provided if   'ptir^u^i efficiency of aircraft 
utilization is to be achieved,    When the 145th Combat i.viation Battalion 
is required t'   perforn rapid rciucling operations in rreas where 500 gallon 
bladders are not pre; ^sitioned,  it is necessary to call ahead and detenolne 
if adequate fuel and aix unition are -n h nd and atieupt to arrange for 2^ 
ton trucks to support the  operation.    If 2^ t n trucks can be provided by 
the AfiVN ;x;rsonnel at the prestock point, a SPal]   tean of s;xcialists 
(usually 4 or 5 nen) anl fuel puupin-r equi;tient are flown fro'i Bicn Hoa 
to the prest-ck point.    Uj- n arrival at the prest .'ck point, it is necessary 
for these* i.ien to load 55    allon druus of dp/4 on the 2^ ton trucks and set 
up puiipin,)- equi   ^ent t    purap fuel fron the druus int-• aircraft.    If materials 
handlin,; equip lent is n 't available at the prestock points it is necessary 
to lea1. druioS   m trucks by rolling then up a ranp.    It is  necessary for 
aircraft t   shut down  /hen refueled fron 2^ ton trucks loaded with JP/4 
drums.    If 2^ ton trucks are n t available at the prestock points, a lift 
involvin;; n-re tlian one airmobile C'.'upr.ny cannot be adequately supported, 

(6) At prestock points where 500 gallon bladders are pre- 
positicned,  this battali n has the capability to provide rapid refueling 
for. flight elenents by flying POL handling iX'rsonnel ant', fuel dispensing 
equiprxnt to the location prior to a lift.    This caixability only exists 
when the bladders are filled and positioned prior to the time that their 
use is actually recuired.    Eleiients of the 145th Combat Aviation Battalion 
are not the- only units in the III Corps Tactical Zone that utilize the pre- 
positioned bladders.    It is not uncAL-on to visit a prestock point and find 
that several of the 500 gallon bladders have been emptied by a unit not 
assigned to the 145th Conbat /.viati n Battalion.    For this reason, it can never 
be assumed that rapid refueling can be provided at these locations. 

H 
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(7)   Efficient, safe operation of the prestock points is 
now beycrK,. the capabilities of the 145th Coubat Aviation Battalion and III 

r\        Corps Ac'visory teatis, which do not have the necessary personnel, aaterials 
handling equipaent ami POL dispensing equipucnt to suppoirt the inci^ased 
operations• 

c.    QBS^V-.TION; 

(1)    That an aviation support unit be organized and assigned 
to 1st Aviation Brigade or II FFV.    This unit should be or/ranized with 
sufficient personnel to provide a five nan tean to be stationed at each 
prestock point.    In addition to five uan tcaus, unit should possess a 
capability to perfom second echelon icintcnance on assigned equipuent. 
Unit should be equipped with adequate supply handlin?; and fuel dispensing 
equi;3i.ient to operate prestock points.    The raission of the Aviation 
Support Unit should be: 

(a) Store and lointain Class III A and V supplies at III 
Corps prestock points and requisition these supplies when needed. 

(b) Operate and inintaxn fuel rispensin^; equipuent at the 
III Corps prestock points. 

(c) Provide simultaneous rapid refueling for 16 aircraft 
with two hours prijr notice, 

(2)    That an aviation unit at each airfield where aviation 
units are peruanently stationed be designated and equipped to provide 
sinultaneous rapid refueling for 16 aircraft with tw,: hours notice.    In 
nost cases it will be necessary to provide personnel as well as equi]xient 
augaentation to the designated unit.    Pirsonnel and üquipuent will be 
appraxtuately the same as for prestock points. 

2,    (U) Couprcssor Stalls: 

a. . ITEM:    Cl.-^-ing of UH-1 Air Bleed Valve Strainers. 

b. DISCUSSION:    In several cases e upressor stalls hrve 
occured wh.^n UH-1  air bleed valvt strr.iners becarac clogged. 

c. OdSLAV-.TlON:    It is required that these strainers be 
inspected and cleaned every 100 operating hours.    This inspection requirement 
has been sutaitted to U3AVCCM for approval ard TK 55-1520-210-20 change. 

3,    (U) Excessive Oil Consunption: 

a. ITUi;    0-1 Engine Change Due to Excessive Oil Consuuption, 

b, DISCUSSION;    This probleia is prevalent in Vietnaia due to 
excessive flux of dirt and sand into the engine aal in soue cases excessive 
clearances between cylinder rings and walls. 

^f 
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c.    OBSLiiVATKXl;   Engine oil chaises tovc been sttpptd up 
to twelve hour intervals* 

4. (U) Tail Rotor Failure; 

a, ITLM;    UH-1 Tail Rotor Failures. 

b, DISCUSSICHJ:    Man;- of our tail rotor failures, durinß this 
periu, were traced to a loss of torque by the ßnp nuts and yoke bearing 
with ut breaking the safety, 

c, OBSiuM/TlOK:   Ü 100 hour inspection has been initiated by 
naintcnance until a "fix" is issued to support and using units, 

5. (U) Motors; 

a.    ITLM;    Truck Mounted Txansist.rized Cor.u unications 
Equipaent Failures, 

b«    DISCUSSION:    These failures havo been traced to Ijose and 
corroded batttry electrical circuits in uany cases, 

c,    OBSLuWuTIOK;   Bjphasis his been placed on cleaning, 
greasing and tightening terminals and connections regularly, 

6. (U) Support Equirnent; 

a. ITEM;    Generators. 

b. DISCUSSION;    It becarie apparent during this period that 
a coiubination of extra long operating hours and the harsh clinate of Vietnam 
was more than norual maintenance could overcuae.    Generators were found in 
poor condition and de-dlined for parts, 

c. OBSERVATION t    It was necesbary to take aggressive action 
tot 

(1) Affect adherance to the provisions of TM 38-750, 

(2) Affect supervisions over increased operator activities 
by use of DD Forü 314. 

(3) Frequent staff arxl couriand insptetior», 

F.    (U) SAFETY; 

1,    Dust Control; 

a, ITLM;    Dust Control in Aircraft Parking Areas. 

b, DISCUSSION;    Dust was a ijajor problea in several helicopter 
parking areas at Bien Hoa,    Aircraft have frequently gone IFR when coning 
to a h':ver.   Engines and u->ving parts arc subject to early weeir by injection 

*i 
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of dust.    PeneMriue was applied in all areas affected by dust, 

c.    OBS£rtVi>TION»    Dust was effectively controlled, but penepriae 
will not stand up under vehicular traffic, 

2,    Airfield Lifihtin^; 

a, ll%Ut    Lighting Problen at Frizzell Field, Bien Hoa, 

b, DISCUSSION;    Lighting has been a problea at Frizzell Field, 
Many of the surrounding areas were lighted and Frizzell Field was not. 
Electrically powered luninous stripes were installed down each row of 
revotucnts the length of Frizzell Field,   An H was mrked with bean bags, 

c, QBSLttVi.TION;   Frizzell Field is now uore easily located 
at night and the lighted H reduces the hazard of possibly striking a parked 
helicopter during landing, 

3»    Liproper Installation: 

a,    ITEM;,  luproper Installation of Weapons 5ysteas on UH-IB(A) I 

b. DISCUSSION:    After losing the tail boou in flifht a UH-IB(A) 
crash&d and burnelH   All' 4 crewuet±>er8, suffered fatal injuries.    The sub- 
sequent accident investigation revealed that'-improper .b ^Its had been used 
in the original installation of the weapons pylon.    One bolt came, loose, 
2 har:1. points failed, and the ;ylon pivoted down and to the rear striking 
the tail boon,   A one tiiae inspection was perforned on all UH-1B aircraft 
in the 'jattaliun and several other iuproper bolts were found.    All aircra^ 
are now being inspected before each flight until proper bolts, nut, and 
washers can be   obtained. , 

c, ODSLiiV^TION:    No further trouble has   .ten experienced 
in this area, 

4,    Aviator Fatigue: 

a, ITEM:   Aviator Fatigue a Safety Hazard, 

b, DIJGUSSIO^:    In an attu^pt to curb the excessive nunber of 
hours beinp flown by nuuerous pilts, it is now unndatory that every pilot 
exceeding 90 hours flying during a 30 day period uust see the flight surgeon. 
At this tiue the flight surgeon will detendne whether the pilot is capable 
.;n continuing; to fly or should be grounded for rest.    This policy will 
coupel couijanders to try to keep aviators flying tines relatively even. 

G.    (U) iLDICuL: 

1.    halaria: 

V/>yc j.fiSSlF/£t> 

c, OBShiiV^TIC^]: Companies are able to keep aviat TS tii..e 
at closer levels. The flight surgeon can jaintain a nore realistic ob- 
servation of flying tiue an1, levels of fatigue. 
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a«    ITiai;   Sixle Lfftcts of Malaria Prophylnxis Drugs. 

b. ÜISCUSSION;   Rugular L^laria prophylaxis is ri_co^nized as ^0 
neeessazy in this geographical location.    It has been frund that the 
side effects of the Chloraquine-Priuaquine tablet often causes hesitation and 
failure to take the tablet on the -art of nany of the penonnel*   Side 
effects of the coiibination drug are gastrointestinal craups, diarrhea, 
InsoEnia aal cleruatoses.    These side effects have not been observed with 
the Chloraquine Phosphate tablet, 

c. OBSiiMitTIOM:   Failure  sf uilitary ptrsonnel to take the 
ualaria projdiyläxis tablet (Chloraquine-Priuaquine) is often related to 
the unpleasant side effects.    This problen can be solved by advising these 
persons to take the Chloraquine Phosphate tablet as a substitute. 

2,    Hepatitis; 

a. ITEM;    Possible Source of Infectious Hepatitis. 

b. DISCUS3I0M;    There were six (6) cases of infectious 
Hepatitis within the 145th Coubat Aviation Battalion over the past eight 
veeks.    Four of these patients adruittod to mating on the local econony r.nd two 
did not«    AU six adidtted to drinkiiig soft drinks or beer on the local 
•eonotQr« 

c. OBSLicy.-TIOM;    It is felt that the source of he]Tatitis  occuring 
in the 145th Conbat Aviation Dattali:n is fron the local econoiny f jod; 
especially the beer. 

fl.RT II ItLCOriiLIDATIOiiS 

,    A«    (U) PLiiioüNi^L;   U plan be put into efrect, for aviators being 
assigned fron Vietnam to Lurope, siuilar to T.ne plan dtscribed in AR 612-105 
which provides for personalized officer assi^raxnts for officers being 
called to active dutv and assigned directly to United States Ari^ Europe. 

B. (U) 0ili&TI0»i 

1,    The necessity for proper planning and preparation of pick-*xp 
■ones be re-emphasized at all levels of command. 

2«    Issue of new tactical radios to US Forces Vietnam be increased 
to relieve the congestion on the present fn-quencies, 

C. (U) TKuINDiG feHD QriaJ.lZATICK!    Pilot training at the Aviation 
School include recovery training in helicopters that simulates the pilot 
or aircraft couuanler ttving been hit by fire at IJW level aiJ hi^h level 
flight. 

D. (U) ILTLLLIGUJCEi    None, 

E. (U) LOGISTICS!   That the 145th Coubat aviation Battalion be relieved 
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of thb uissicn of supporting III mlVN Corps prcstock -joints, 

F. (U) SJ^TY:    None,' 

G, (U) MLDICAL«    Personnel shoulc'. be infomod about the possible side 
effects of thtf nalaria drug anc! advised to see their flight'surge on, 

ANNEX A» WKLTLA F. JONGS  U 

145th Cbt Avn Bn Statistics LTC     Artillery 
Concianding 

DISTAIZUTION« 
1 copy thru channels to ACSFOR, DA 
2 copies thru 12th Cbt Avn Gp to ACSFOR, DA 
1 cory tu CIKCUaJiPAC 
3 copies to DCG, US'JIV 
1 opy to 1st Avn Bde 
1 copy to 12th Cbt Avn Gp 
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« 
14^TE CWSAT AVIATION BATTALION STATISTICS .(0) 

  «PS 

OPRRATIüNAL HOURS 

^    10. F/V TOTAL 

25,151.3 8,978.5 

SORTIES FLCWN 

34,109.8 

B/V F/W TOTAL 

68,120 11,106 

PASSENGERS CARRIED 

79,226 

R/W F/W TOTAL 

88,797 548 

CARGO TRANSPORTED (TONS) 

89,545 

B/W F/V TOTAL 

1,812.4 0 

AIRCRAFT HIT BY GROOTD FIRE 

1,812.4 

10/ F/W TOTAL 

96 15 111 
* 

COMBAT LOSES 

N                    »A F/W TOTAL 

4 0 4 
/ 

AMMUNITION EU^NIED 

T.62 40 JM 2*2 

5.079,550 15,798 19,914 

•■ ENEMS LOSSES/lMiAGBr INPLICTED (c) 

r            KBA (Conf) KUA (Ept)            STRUCTURES D^ikGED SAMPANS (Dam/Sunk) 

220 145                            409 551 

1 

: 
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Annei  i (oontinued) V  ufJPfD&/Jf/&/ 

ZLSMmm tacDiCüLLsr EVACUATED (mra 4 u.s.) (c) 

COMIMED TOTALS 1    266 

Offlcera 

CASUALTIES 

Warrent Officers 

KlA/VlA 
4/10 

EnllstriA (EM) 

KIA/WIA 
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LUüD^jjäest^a, 12m COWBAI AVIAI'ION üROUr 
AK) dai  üYancisco 96491 

AVGC 30 iJoveniber 1966 

SUPTSCTi    Operational Report for (*iarterly Period Aiding )1 October 1966 
Reports Control Symbol Cb?OR-65  (ü) 

THRU i Commanding General 
II Field ''orce Vietnam 
APO 96266 

TO» Assistant Chief of Staff Force Development 
Department of the Army 
Washington,  D.C. 20310 

1. One (l) copy of Operational Report for garterly Period Ending 
31 October 1966, of the 145th Combat Aviation Battalion is forwarded in 
compliance with USAHV Regulation 870-2,  dated 1^ July 1966. 

2. Observations and recommendations contained do not adequately 
indicate actions taken by the battalion to resolve problems    or in.p lament 
changes although formal requests have been submitted in most caseft. 

3. PEHSOHHSLi 

a. 'i1he recommendation concerning inter-theater transfers is 
unnecessary since considerable improvement in expeditious   receipt of 
concurrent travel authorizations has been noted since  1  October 1966. 
However,  if receipt should be delayed an individual c an get informa- 
tion on the statue of his concurrent travel request from the nearest 
military facility upon his arrival in CONUS. 

b. I do not concur in the observation (page 15) that there 
is a shortage of Aircraft Repair Technicians, LOS 671C.    The apparent 
shortaf^e of school trained technicians was due to inadequate requisition- 
ing procedures,  since corrected.    A maintenance technician requires com- 
prehensive and extensive training in all types of rotary wing aircraft 
and a recommendation to change the regulation is not considered advisable. 
Very few people have amaintenance background comprehensive enough to 
warrant the direct award of KOS 671C. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVGC 
SUBT'XTi    Operational deport for ^arterly Herioa jjiding 51 October 1966, 

iie-jorts Oontrol S;*Tnbol C3A/..V65 (U; *, 

4. Orfl.-LA'IONSi 

a. New series t- epical radios are pro^raBimeci for issue as soon 
as available.    A retrofit orograui is in oro/Tess to reolace ABCi 44 radios 
vith new series v(C   34 radios. 

b. Smoke  generator eqi ipoed helico-ters  (^a^e 6)   were used 
with excellent results durin.   the reoorting period. 

c. i'he comment on selection of ulternt,1  e st&ginj areas (pap:e 16) 
may have merit but  t;.is headquarters laiows of no cese where an alternrte 
staging area was required. 

5. TRAliJIHG A^D OHGJ'IZA'i'I'-.Ni    Suggestions for more realistic train- 
ing of aviators will be forwarded to the Army Aviation School.    It is 
standard practice for pilot and co-pilot to physically handle the con- 
trols together while operating CH-47,s in suspectea hot areas,    .dying 
with the force trim in the "on" position should rive the surviving 
pilot time to take control before an uncontrollable aircraft attitude is 
reached.    Initial transition of the aviator into üH-l and CH-47 heli- 
copters should stress  the use of force trim at all  times in oraer to de- 
velop a habit which coulu save his life in combat. 

6. IIJT-IL^IG JJJCS:    .-roblems in operating PIHtlSLY (pabe 19) are being 
resolved.     Only one illumination system was onerable in the Group during 
the reporting oeriod.    fifteen additional  systems will be oistributed, 
one to each assault helicopter company,  by mid-January, 1967.    'i'he issue 
of additional  systems end er. i.noroved understanding of TLXlTiai ttctics by 
suprorted units will  solve the problem. 

7«    L0GI3'i'IC31    Plans are being develooed to increase the numbers of 
people end equipment for o^era>;ion of 'Jlass III A re-fueling noints in III 
Corns Tactical Zone.     Three O) PCL Teams (O,   TOD 10-500;:')   are now 
authorized with personnel  and equipment on request.    Present ooerating 
conaitions will i:n rove when these iteas are received.    12th Group will 
assume operational  resoonsib:lity some time after 1 January 1967. 
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AVGC 
SIJBJülCTi    Operational itoport for '^larterly Perioa ending 31 October 1966, 

-- Reoorts Control Symbol CSPüR-D5 

8.    i-LJDICALi    A discv.ssion of Hepatitis (page 25j points out the 
need for sanitary controls over civilian egting establishments and civilian 
food oroducts.    A policy snould be established by ÜSARV to have area 
coordinators devise an inspection and approval  system to protect the 
soldier from disease. 

^.PQ 
1  Incl RAXMQWD P. CAi 

as Colonel, Armor 
Oomuandinfe 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVFBC-H (30 NOT 66) 1st Ind 
SUBJECT:  Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1966 

(RCS CSFOR-65) 

DA, HQV II Held Force Vietnaa, APO San Francisco 96266 

TO: Commanding General, Ist Aviation Brigade, APO 96307     7 b' 

The encloaed Operational Report on Lessons Learned submitted by the 
143th Ariation Battalion has been reviewed by this headquarters for 
information and is forwarded to your headquarters for comment. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

! Incl vAMES A. ÜLVENRP 
nc Capt, AGC 

Acst. AG 

if 
; «■■■"•: '  X) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBA-C (30 Nov 66) 2nd Ind 
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1966      ^ 

(RCS CSFOR-65) ^ 

HE/ÜXllARTERS, 13T AVIATIOl BRIGADE, APO 9630? 1 6 DEC 1966     ^  >A/ 

TO: Commanding General, United States Army, Vietnam, ATTN: AYHA», APO 
96307 

The enclosed operational report submitted by the 145th Combat 
Aviation Battalion has been reviewed and the additional comments submitted. 

a. Reference section II part 1 Al Personnel (U), and paragraph 3a, 
12th Combat Aviation Group transmittal letter with additional conments 
dated 30 November 1966 (attached). 

(1) Agree with conments made by 12th Combat Aviation Group re- 
garding improved concurrent travel to USAHEUR. Individuals that have not 
received concurrent travel instructions upon arriving in CONUS should 
contact their branch in DA. 

b. Reference section II part 1 paragraph B6. 

A new local switchboard with improved outside plant is scheduled 
for installation at Bien Hoa by 15 January 1967* An additional multichannel 
connmnication system is to be installed between Bien Hoa and Saigon and 
between Bien Hoa and FFV II during tne same time frame. This should relieve 
some of the telephone communications problems. 

c. Reference section II part 1 para^faph D2 Hot Landing Zones. 

The necessity for time to recon and prepare landing zones must be 
reemphasized. We have taken our biggest and most expensive losses in 
personnel and equipment because time was not allocated for recon and 
sufficient preparation. Reconuend that action be taken to educate the 
tactical ground commander of this requirement. 

d. Reference section II part 1 paragraph El and paragraph 3a, 12th 
Combat Aviation Group transmittal letter with additional comments dated 
30 November 1966 (attached). 

In addition to the three P0LKD teams referenced in paragraph 7, 
action is currently being taken to assign one ammunition detachment (BB), 
consisting of 1 WO and 28 SM, to the 12th Group for use at class V pre-stock 

CONFIDENTIAL **** «ei*.»» 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBA-C 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report for Quarterly Period Qiding 31  October 1966 

rf (HCS CSFCB-65) 1« DEC IMi 

points.    A general order activating this detachment is expected from 
Headquarters, USARPAC, in December 1966. 

FOR THE CCMHANBESi 

1 Incl /    W, RIVERA 
no ^vtfaptain, AGO 

f       Asst Adjutant General 

3(. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVHGC-DH (8 lor 66) 3d Ind 
SDBJBCTs Oparatloiul Report-Lassons L«arn«d for th« Period Biding 

31 Ootobor 1966 (RCS CSPOR-65) H 

HKAWARTERS, ONRBD STATBS AHMT VIETNAM, APO San Francisoo 96307 £ 9 JAN ;bo? 

TO» CoMandor in Chlof, Ohitod Statos Ax^y, Pacific, ATTNt OPOP-OT 
APO 96558 

1* Thia headquarters has reviewed the Oparational Report-Leaaona 
Learned for the period ending 31 October 1966 from Headquarters, 145th 
Gaabat Aviation Battalion as indorsed« 

2. Pertinent ooenanta are as foUous: 

a. Reference Paragraph E2, Section I, Page 2s USARV Regula- 
tion 672-1, Awards and Decorations, dated 12 NoTcafcer 1965, has been re- 
vised and ia presently being published. This regulation contains no 
■ajor changes that have not bean publicised to the field during the 
■onth of Novoaber 1966, «hich would require return of reoomendationa 
for awarda for correction. To preclude such action thia headquarters pub- 
lished a Circular containing the major changes on 7 Moveaber 1966, to be 
effective 1 Deoeaber 1966. The change in fomat of the reoonnendation 
(USARV Pom 157-R) was further publicised by a nessage to all najor 
subordinate coaaands, 12 Noveatoer 1966, advising of the requireaent for 
uss of the new fern effective 1 Decenber 1966. 

b. Reference Paragraph G2, Section I, Page 5< MTO5 256P which 
oontaina the request for security guards haa been received by thia head- 
quarters and ia presently being processed. 

e. Seferenee Paragraph B1, 2, and 3, Section II, Pagaa 15 and 
I6t Both the e ' ation unit and the ground unit should have SOP*a pre- 
pared «hieh outline the nlnl— requireaunta to conduct successfully 
aimobile operations. The aelectlon and preparation of staging areas 
and pick up sorss aust be a Joint venture ao that each unit can insure 
that its requir—snta are net. Coordination and liaiaon should be 
establiahed between the two unite aa soon as pesaible after receipt of 
the Mission and should be naintalned throngheat the operation. The 
designation of an Alternate Coaaasd and Control (GUI) ahip and an alter- 
nate adssion ccsasndsr should be atandard procedure. 

i 
I 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVHOC-DH (8 NOT 66) 
SUBJBTs Operational loport-LMSoaa Laamod for tho POriod Aiding 

31 October 1966 (BC3 GaPOR-65) 

d. taforoneo Paragraph Al, Furt I» Soetion II and Paragraph A» 
Part II, Saetion II, Page 25; and Paragraph 3a» Letter, Headquartere, 
12th Coohat Aviation Groups Concur. US/UW aeg 38217, 1 Dec«*er 1966, 
to USABV unite fumiehed infonaatlm and guidance to Anqr aviatore in 
receipt of ordere to USARBUR. This Beeeage stated that aviatora trane- 
ferred to Ekirope would receive conourrant traTel. If epeeifie aeslgn- 
■ent inetruetiona are not on hand at BBR05, office» ooneamed ehould 
contact their career branches on arrival in QOIUB. Career branches 
«ill do all poesible to obtain neoessaij inforaation. 

a. Reference Paragraph G1, Part I, Section 2, Pagae 24 and 
25; and Paragraph 6, Part II, Section II, Page 26s The Qiloroquine- 
Priaaquina tablet ueed in aalaria prophjrlaxia ia recognised aa eauaing 
aide effecta in some intividuals. Moat of theee are mild and transient, 
frequently disappearing «hen the individual continues his prophylaxis* 
The Chloroqaine-Prinaqaine tablets should never be taken any acre 
frequantly than k days apart because of expected elde effects. Theee 
are generally ndld and ehould not relieve the responsibility of se—ad 
insurance that this prophylaxia is taken. The substitution of Ghloro- 
quine for the Ghloroquiike-Priaaquine prophylaxia should only be done on 
the reooamsndation of a Medical Officer because of acre serious side 
effects or react lone that threaten individual *B health or caaae in- 
effectiveness in his duties. 

f. Reference Paragraph G2, Part I, Section 2, Page 25 and 
Paragraph 8, Letter, 12th Aviation Groups 

(1} The instance of six casee of infectious hepatltia in 
one battalion in eight weeke suggests a ooason source of infection» A 
preventative aadicine inveetigation ehould have bean acooapliehed at 
that tiae ae to sources, eepecially aaong cooks or food handlere in the 
unit, aa well as a cheek of the unit's water source. 

(2) Gcaaand eaphaaia is necessary to dieeourage eating 
on local eeonoalee and educating troopa in the hasards as «ell ae how 
to avoid possible Infectieue foodstuffs and non-potable water and ice. 
Drinking froa cane or bottlee that have been cooling ia non-potable 
water and noa-potable ice, or using non-potable ice In glaeeee «aehed 
in noa-potable waters for soft drinks are coason sources of potential 
hepatitis infection. 

3& 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AfHOC-m (8 MOT 66) 
SUBJKTt   Op«r»tional Baport-LMsons Lean»«d for til« Period Boding ^V 

31 Oetobor 1966   (DCS CSPOR-65) 

(3)   Th« inspootlon of eivillan eating establishMnts it 
beyond the scope of authority of the Ü3 agenciee in RVM, ae a unilateral 
action.   Saeh inspections caald be eondtacted under the prorislone of 
the Nsdioal Civil Assistance Progras (MDCAP n) In ooordiaaUon with 
Tietn—ese «utheritiee by sny headquarters battalion level or higher. 
Requisite actions to initiate such a program are outlined in ÜSAR7 
Refulation 40-39, Medieal Civil Assistance PrograM, 8 Kerch 1966.   A 
letter ie being addreesed to the 12th Combat Aviation Group advising 
rsMsdial actions. 

PDR THE CONMAWÄRi 

I THORNTON 
1  fild Id Lt. ACC 

US AIM AHimar.t C,-m»l 
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C0NFI0EMT1M 

GPOP-OT(8 Nov 66) 4th Ind (U) 
SUBJECT: Operational laport-Laaaons Laarntd for tha Parlod Ending 

31 October 1966 (RCS CSFOR-65), HQ 145th Cbt Avn Bn 

HQ, US AWff, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 is 'v.-.mi 

TO:    Aaalstant Chlaf of Staff for Force Developatnt, Department of the 
Aray, Washington, D.  C.  20310 

This headquarters concurs In the basic report as indorsed. 

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF: 

1 Incl 
nc 

stp^.Trn ^ :IfriD ^o* 

^ 

coufwtm»^ 




