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Forwarded as inclosure is Operational Report - Lessons Learned,
Headquarters, 145th Combat Aviation Battalion for quarterly period ending
31 October 1966. Information contained in this report should be reviewed

and evaluated by CDC in accordance with paragraph 6f of AR 1-19 and by
CONARC in accordance with paragraph 6c and d of AR 1-19, Evaluations and
corrective actions should be reported to ACSFOR OT within 90 days of
receipt of covering letter.

Information contained in this report is provided to the Com-

BY ORDER OF THE SF'RETARY OF THE ARMY:

DISTRIBUTION:
Commanding General
US Army Combat Development Command
US Continental Army Command
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KENNETH G. WICKHAM
Ma jor General, USA
The Adjutant General

Commandants A0S 3
US Army Command and General Staff Colleg DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTEWARS ’
US Army War College DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YE
US Army Air Defense School poD DIR 5200.10
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1 US Army Intelligence School
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CONFIDENTIAL

v : DEPARTHENT OF THE ARMY
: HEADGUARTERS, 145TH COuBAT AVIATION BRTTALION
' APO San Francisco, 96227

AVGC-CD 8 November 1966
SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned (RCS CSFOR-65) (U)

TO: See Distribution

(U) Under provisions of AR 1-19, dated 26 May 1966, USARV Reg 870-2,
dated 19 July 1966 and 12th Combat Aviation Group Letter, Subject: Operational
Report of Lessons Learned, dated 27 September 1966, the Quarter]y Operational
Report of lessons Learned is hereby submitted.

FOik THE COluANIER:

A A,j, t./,é’

CHARD L. WILLIAMS <
Major Infantry
Ad jutant

DISTRIBUTION:

1 copy thru cham.els to ACSFOR Washington D.C. 20310

2 copies thru 12th Cbt .avn Gp, APO 96491 to ACSFOR Washington D.C. 20310
1 copy to CINCUSARPAC, ATTN: GPOP-MH, APO 96558
3 copies to DCG, USARV, ATTH: AVC-DH, APO 96307
1 copy to 1st Avn Bde, AFO 96307
1 copy to 12th Cbt Avn Gp, APO 96491
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DLP/ RTILLY OF THh ARMY
HE.D. Uit TEaS, 145TH COUB.T A VIATION BATT.LIOK
+PO San Francisco, 96227
LVGC~CD 8 November 1966

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Endingz 31 October 1966
Reports Control Symbol CSFOR-65 (U)

TO: See Distribution

SLCTION I
SIGNIFICAYT UNIT ACTIVITILS

L, (U) GbEErAL: The 145th Combat iviation Battalion has been fully
committed to combat assault and direct combat support operations throughout
the period of this report.

B. (U) NISSION: To augment the aviation support capability available
to II FFORCE V and the Republic of Vietnam Forces operating within II1 Corps
ARVN Tactical Zone,

C. (C) ORGANIZATION:

1. The 184th Rcconnaissance fAirplanc Company was assigncd to the
145th Coubat Aviation Battalion on 13 August 1966,

2, A Company 501st Aviation Battalion was redesignated the 7ist
Aviation Coémpany (AML), (VOCG 1st aviction Brijecdeu designating the 7ist
assault Hclicopter Coipeny), 1 Suptciber 1966, by Girerzl Order 2iQ, Heed-
cuarters, US..P.C dated 31 .ugust 1966.

3. 197th LArmed Helicopter Company was rcdesignated the 334th
iviation Company (4ML), (VOCG 1st .iviation Brigade designating the 334th

armed liclicopter Company), 1 September 1966, by General Order 210, Head-
quariers, US.RPiC dated 31 August 1966.

L. Organization of 145th Combat Aviation Battalion during the
reporting period included the following units, headquarters located as
indicated:

a., 145th Combat Aviation Battalion Headquarters, Bien Hoa
b, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachuent, Bien Hoa

c. 68th issault Helicopter Company, Bicn Hoa

d, 71st Lssault Helicopter Coupany, Bien Hoa

Downgraded at three year intervals
Declassified after twelve years
(1) pop IR 5200,10
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e. T4th Reconnaissance ..irplane Company, Phu Loi
f. 118th Assault Hclicopter Company, Bien Hoa

g. 184th Reconnaissancs Airplanc Company, Phu Loi
h. 334th Lrmed Helicopter Compeny, Bien Hoa

In addition the 74th Reconnaissance Airplane Company had sub elements
located at Duc Hoa and Xuan loc,

D. (U) COfnlb: Significant changes of commaand in 145th Coubat
Aviation Battalion during this period werc:

1. Captain Darecl S. Johnson assuned command of the Hcadquarters
and Hcadquarters Detachment from Major Roy L. Robbins on 15 August 1966,

2, Major Edward B. Covington III assumed coumand of the 66th
Assault Hclicopter Company from Major Jamcs H. Cook on § fLugust 1966,

3. Hajor Arnold C. Morris assumcd command of the 71st Assault
Helicopter Company from liajor Gordon T. Carey on 14 October 1966,

L. Major Charles L. Halstead assuucd cormend of the 184th
Raczrmcisaance Airplane Company from Major Raymond L. Smith on 4 Septeuber
1966,

5. Major Floyd C. Gober assumed comuand of the 334th Arued
Helicopter Compeny frou Major Joseph H. Masterson on 15 iugust 1966,

E. (C) PERSONILL:

1, (U) Aduinistration: One time report requirements during the
period heve conswied a considerable anount of manhours. Recurring reports
are not & major problem as procedures have becen established to provide the
necessary inforuetion through feeder reports from subordinate units and
records reintained by battalion headquarters.

2. (U) Awards and Decorations: 2810 decoretions were awarded
during the quarter, A problen in the awards and dccorations arca is causcd
by changes to rcgulations which are effective upon reccipt, When a major
change is received, nost recomiendations which are currently being mroccssed
must be returned to the subudtting unit for corrcction., A considerable
delay is causcd by the timx nccessary for transtittal and re-typing.
Changes to awards and dccorctions rcgulations should have either an advanced
offcctive date or exclude rccamendations which arc being proccssed. The
1st Aviation Brigadec Forn 21 provides a significant savings in tine and
labor in processing rocornicndations for air lkdals,

3. (U) Special Services: Spocial service equipnent and support
have becn satisfactory,

CORFILEMTIH/
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4o (U) Unit Dcsignation and Attachuentss

a, During the quarter, thc unit design~ition of two companies
was changed., Thc change of designation rcquircd a considerable nuuber of
administrative actions. /lthough the change was cffccted without any major
problens, a delay in receipt of official notification caused many of the
requircd personnel actions to be acconplished after the effective date of
the choiige.

b, The 184th Reconnaissance airplanc Conpany was assigned to
the battalion and was stationed at Phu Loi., / battalion personnel tean
was sent to Phu Loi and coupleted the inprocessing of the new company with
a miniia: of problens,

5. (U) Civic Action: The battalion has continued an aggressive
Civic .iction Program. The 88th 4issault Hclicopter Company terminated its
progran in Vung Tau arca upon transfer of the Coupany te Bicn Hoa. In
Septerber, the 68th /issault Helicopter Coupany initisted a new progranm in the
Bicn Hoa erea for the village of BIIH CO, MEDCAP II and continuous commnity
support wcre begun using organic helicopters to transport personnel and
matericl to this rcmote location., The newly arrived 184th Reconnaissance
idrplane Conpany' is planning a Civic .ctions Progran which will be initiatcd
during the next quarter. A1l other assigncd units have cstablished prograns
in operation,

6. (U) Inforration Progran: During this quartcr, the following
ncws ite s were dispatched:

a. Individual pictures rcleased: 42
b, Fceture storics submitted: 10
¢, Home town news relcases: 42

d., Hore town pictures releascd: 4

Corplete coverage of the 68th issault Helicopter Coupany civic action
prograi: at BIIH CO is planned for the ncxt quarter,

7. (U) Education: During thc quarter, the bottalion education
progran was established and a2 USAFI Test Control Officer appointed. The
orogrom will receive inercasing attention in the next quarter,

8., (C) Pcrsonnel Losses and Geins: The actual and projected
gain 2rc loss of personnel curing 2d Quarter FY 1967 is as follows:

a. Officers Gill Loss
October 52 33
Noveuber 38 58
Dccember 5 A

O FEIDE MY 1R,
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b. Enlistcd GiIN 10ss
October 82 79
Novenber 106 100
Dcccuber 144 156

F, (C) INTLLLIGL.CL:

1. Claymore Mines: On 8 October 1966 during thc extraction of e
battalion of thc¢ 173rd Airborne Brigade, the 335th Aviation Compony reported
hearing ¢ loud explosion on cliitb out at XT 947368. A close inspection of
the lift helicopters revecled numerous pellets on the undersides of several
helicopters and main rotor blades. The 335th evaluation was that the VC used
large claymore uines affixed to the tops of trecs or long poles, Aviztion
Units of th¢ 1st Infantry Division have also reportcd like incidents with
the s2ic cvaluation,

2, 37-57mm Anti-lircraft Fire: Therc heve been no significant
reports of 50 cal (12,7ma) antiaircraft firc during the reporting period,
Howuver, on 19 October 1966, a light fire tcam fron the 334th .irmcd Heli-
copter Ccupany reported 6 airburst at coordinates XT 319080, .irspeed was
100 kncts, altitude 900 feet, heading ncrth, and 2ll rounds burst in approx=-
inatcly 3 seconds, evenly spaced in & fairly close cluster in front of the
lead helicopter. Caliber of weapon is unconfirned; however, the fire was
estimated to be 37 or 57 rm,

3. River Patrol: Intelligence information pertaining to the Light
Firc Tcam amd O-1D aircruft supporting the US hevy in the Rung Sat Special
Zone, on a daily bcsis, is not being disscidnated to lower level cchelons,
This inforation would be beneficial as well as give due credit to 12th
Coubat aviation Group and the 145th Coubat ..viation Battalion.

L, Hot arcags: On two occasions during this rcporting period, aviation
conpznies ot the 1h5th Cowubet Aviation Battelion received intense autouatic
weapcens firc going into landing zones., Each operation was coupeny size,
supporting the scue (RViN units and the IZ arca was not known prior to leaving
Blen Hoa, The rcsults werc nuerous helicopters hit and a total of 5 KIA
(Us) and 5 WIi (US). Both incidents were in the sanc area, but involved
diffcrent avietion companies of the battslion, The primary cause is the lack
of or failurc to receive proper disseminction of intv1li :ence infsrmation,

In an atterpt to prevent similar occurrence, the Lattalion is disserdnating
proballe WHot Spote¥ os they appear um-the intcllicence .p.-

G. (C) OPERLTIONS:

1, Coubat Operations: The Battalion is fully committed daily
amd thc tasks assigned vary fro. single aircraft pigs end rice type operations
to reinforced battalion size Combat .sssult Operations, Battalion and conpany

ConvFrrhentTial
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Reports Control Syrbol CSFQR-65 (U) (CONT'D)

size caubat assault operations have been standardized to include a Cormand

and Control aircraft that carrics the aimobile task force coumander, air
nission cormander, artillcry rcprescntative and a ruprescntative responsible

for control of closce air support. Thc battalion and coupany size combat
assault opcrations vary from operations into landing zones with full preparation
by artillery, close air supgort, helicopter gunships and helicopter troop
carricr suppression, to coubat assaults with no preparation, The conscquences
of operations with no prcparation has varied fron an opcration where no

firc ws rcceived to an operation where 11 out of 15 aircraft rceceived hits,

2, Puysical Sccurity: The 145th Combat Aviation Battelion rcrnins
responsible for portions of the inner perimeter of both Bien Hoa and Phu
Loi airficlds, During this quarter, the battalion has gained the ruspon-
slbility for the physical security of Honour-Snith Conpound, loceted in
Bien Hoa, New physical security plans have been written ond inmplerxnted
for the Honour-Smith Compound and the battalion arca at Bicn Hoe iirficld.
/. new cuntrolized guard plan has becn written to rake nore cffoctive use
of available sccurity guard resources, This plan will be inplemented in
the ncar future, The physical sccurity of the battalion has becn inproved
during the past quarter., Twelve new passive defonse bunkers and a fortified
Battalion Corziand and Corzmnications Center have been constructud. Revetmonts
for all fixed wing aircraft and revetients for 84 helicopters are presently
uncer construction. To release the badly necded aviection rrintcnance
personncl fron guard duties it is nccessary that we reccive the sccurity
guards rcquested in ITMQE 256F,

3. Flight Standordization:

a. Training licLorandun 66-2, 145th Coubct Aviciion Battalion,
dated 23 July 1966, subject; Acricl Guanery Trcining, hes proven beneficiol
to the units of this bottalion,

b, 12th Combat Avietion Group conducted an eri-d helicopter
standardization . ceting, 15 Scptauber through 22 Scpterber 1966, in which all
helicopter ccupanies fror: the 11th and 145th Combat .iviation Battelions
participated, The 118th and 68th ..ssault Hclicopter Couponies won first
and sccond plice awerds respectively for the best armcd helicopter crew
during the gunnery competition.
= ce The 1orge turncver of personncl, both aviators and cnlistcd,
has rcquired a trenendous anount of stamcardizaticn training in conjunction
with deily operations., This training has been acconplished with a ninirmun
anount of interruption. After initial oricntation hes been completed for
newly assigncd personnel, units of this battalion conduct mch of the
standardizction training while participating in combat operctions,

L., Special Missions:

a, Fire Fly:

(1) The nissicn is the enployuent of two helicopter gunships
and onc helicopter equaipped with a2 cluster of powerful scarchlights along rivers

CarFlbermiy),
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and highways, during thc hours of darkmess, to interiupt VC operations,
destroy materinl and kill the enemy., This uission was previously naned 70

Lightning Bug.

(2) Therc is & definite requirercnt for uore "Fire Fly"
teans in the III Corps area, This is cvidenced by the assignment of three
missions each night to the cne teon requiring 5.5 to 8,0 nission hours
plus tiie to objective arcas. Flyiig night cuibot time in excess of 5
hours reduces the effectiveness of the team and imposes a safety hazard
on the crew, The scheduled time in each area requires a hasty search so
that the rcporting tinc to the next arca may be met. This procedure pre-
cludes the thorough and systcmatic search pattern rcquired to locate targets,
For exarple, it rcquires approxinetely 5 howrs flying tine to thoroughly
scarch tiie 25th [utVN Division®s area of responsibility.

(3) Firc Fly Delays and Canccllations:
(a) Missions delaycd due to weather 5
(b) Missions cancelled due to wcather 13

(4) The light ship of thc Fire Fly tean received its first
hit cn 23 Scpteuber 1966, wounding the pilot in the left aru., This is the
first tie the light ship has taken a hit in the history of the Fire Fly.

b, Border Patrol: This nission provides far visual rcconnaissance
of the Victnanese~Canbodian border along the prirary eneny infiltration and
resupply routes to detcct indications of enery activity. The rdssion was
flown every other day during the first part of the reporting period and
daily the last part as dirccted by 1L.CV, O-1 Birddoz aircraft are uscd for
this wission,

¢. River Patrol: This nission provides for overhead cover and
visual reconnaissance of the shipping channel fron Saigon Port to the South
China Sea, This is acconplisned by two light fire tceans with one on stand-by
at 2icn Hoa amd vne on station, and by two O-1 Birddogs with ~nc on stand-by
at Fau Loi .nd one or station, This mission was initiated to stop the VC
from attacking ships in thc shipping channel after two ships were mined and
attackcd in broad daylight. There is constant overhead reconnaisscnce by the
O-1 Birlidyp and thc firce tean is available at Nha Be and is airbarne at
all tiiies when shipping is taking place.

d, Suoke Ifission: The M~3 rocket systci utilizing suocke
grend.es is prescntly being used to smoke LiZt's and PZ's, This systewn works
very gcod when the torget area is not flooded, however it is not satisfactcry
wherc the grenades are dropped in water. The battalion is being issued one
helicopter L . unted smoke genc.ator at prescnt and expects five more in
Duceuber or January. Thesc generators will be tested on Conbat Assaults and
Extracticns ot that ti,.

¢ ¢ CONFIDENTIAL i /,
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5 Progress ¢n G.oals Reported in Last Tusrterly Report:

a. Goals:

(1) standardization of Adirnobile Operations: The 145th
Combat fviation Battalion .iirrobile Opercti ns SOP will be utilized by all
coripenies of this crganization to insurc stendardization of airmobile oper=
ations,

(2) Physical Sccurity Goals werc:

(a) To construct passive defunsc bunkers for all
pers-nnel, both in his living and working arcas,

(b) Consolidate and publish a nuw active dcfinse
plan f-r Bicn Hoz idr Base. DBattalion plan to be an anncx to the ViF/uF
Dcfensc Plan,

(¢) To transfur control of the Battalion Sccurity
Guard fro the individual conponies to a Battolion Officer of the Guarc.

(d) To rcorganize all Battalion Sccurity Guard Posts,
b. Progresse

(1) The 145th Cawbat Aviation 3cttalion .drnobile Oper-
ations SOP has becn utilizid by all coupenics of this battalion to insure
stancariizeti m of airmobile operations,

»

(2) Physical Sccurity:

(a) Passive defunse bunkers heve been constructed in
work aa¢ billeting areas to provide protection for all personncl,

(b) DNew physical security plans for Bicn Hoa iir Base
have been written and ivplerented for Bien ioa sir Base,

(¢) . battalion c¢ nsolicated guard plan has been
conplceted, Inpleicntzation has bueen delayed due to the shortage >f sccurity
pers.. il assigned to the bettalion.

H. (U) Tit. 1,11 .G:

1, hendatory Training: Mendat ry training is being cccouplished
duriuy brecks between flights and at iight, Instruwient flight training
an¢ acrial gunncry training is acconplished enroute to and fron udssions
with elphasis during single ship i1idssions,

2. iassirned Trainins Tasks:

2, The training of US Naval avictors and Naval enlistod ren
t. asswic the Scr Wolf/Market Tivc rission was conpleted on 15 Scptenber

1966. tw -
AN BT o V)
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b, Tr.ining o four VI.F aviators startced 21 Jugust 1966,
and will be completud on 7 Novenber 1966, The purpose of this training is /=
to train VI..F aviators in the UH=1 aircraft, prior to UH-1 aircraft becoming
part of the Vietnamwse inventory.

c. Treaining and exandnations for the award of the pathfinder
badse has been conpleted successfully by all renbers of the pathfinder tearn,

d. Cross=training of US .y and US ..ir Force aviavors in FiC
procecurcs and Ly type iissions ruspectively started in liny 1966 and will
continue as new aviat.rs arrive,

€. Treining Honorandun 66-2, Headauorters, 145th Corbat
ivinticn Battalion, has been published which cstablished an acrial gunncry
firin; range in a frec strike zone and an cerinl gunnery progran,

f. Training on the operation and use f the URC 4 and UkC 10
guer cney radics has rececived ¢ aand enphnsis, 411 cornnics presenied
classes on this subjeet, and as new personnel arrive they will reccive
this training.

g, all assiuncd verscnnel were roquired to ottond Criverts
training ond pass an cxaidnation in order to retoin their wdlitary driverts
license. This rcfresher training should reduce the aceident rate for this
COLIINI. ,

I. (C) LOoGISTICS:

1. (C) Swuwary of S-4 /ctivities,

a, (C) The 184th aviation Conpany (Sil) was received in country
and bascc ot Phu Loi during .ugust 19646, .dvance porty arrived at Can Ranh
Bay ..FB on 6 iugust and wes transported 4o Phu Loi by US nruy CV-2 on 6
wugust 1966, ilost TOL cquip ent was unladed and trassported to Phu Lod
by road convoy during the perid 7 = 9 nupust. Aireraft arrived at Szipgon
Port ~n 9 lwust, .drcraft were tronsportod to Tan Son Nhut, assecubled by
56th Transportati n Battalion and unit personnel, and flown to Phu Loi
as asscibly was completed, The tain bady of personnel arrived Cail Ranh Boy
on 13 .uw.ust, were flown to Bicn Hoz WFB by iF C~130, and transported to
Phu Lei by truck. lidnn.awi essential cquiprient, which accoipenicd tie 1ain
bxiy, was flovm to Bicn Hoa .FB and transported to Phu Lol by truck during
the peri ¢ 15 through 25 Lurust,

b, (C) Trangportation, hancling cquipent anel storage spacc
for £ive Jungle Conopy Platforn Systens was provided ACTIV, Systens arrived
at 8th i.rizcl Port on 10 Septenber 1966, weic transported to and stored in
the 145th Cuiat /viation Battolion arca ot Bicn Hoa iir Base, Transportation
was provided at a later date to i ve one systeni ¢ Ton Son Bhut for 2ir ship-
nent to the 1st Cav Div (.M),

co (U) Sandbagging and i:provring aircraft roevetronts has
been cxpedited by teuporarily employing 50 civilian leborers, Because of
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a lack of sand in the iu.eciate arca ane the inability to obtain security
clecrances for the lab zers t. work on Biun Hoz sir Base, sandbogs arc being
filled off base and traasportcd approxinstely five 1.iles. in average of
6,500 sanidbags are being £illod deily, Total overall roequirccnt 4
approxi.ntely 200,000 b ;;s. The overnll project is approxi wtcly 50%
conploeted,

¢. (U) 4 Qust control progren for helicopter londing and
parkin: ~rcas was initiztod durang Scpterber. arces involved werce treated
with pcneprime by the 79th Engincer Group ana this 1wthod appears to be
workin: wll,

e, (U) On 25 Scpterber the 145th Conbat fiviction Battalion
recoeived five ldni-Port ndireraft Refucling Systons, The rofucling systois
were p sitioned at I11 ...V Corps prestock points as follows:

(1) son- Be 1 systen
(2) Hon Nwan 1 systenl
(3) Tey Ninh 2 syst.ris
(4) Hzn Tan 1 systcn

The systens were asscibled and persnnel at the prestock points werc
traine’ in the operati n, core ond neintenance, by the 145th Conbat Lviction
Battalion POL Scetion,

2. (U) Supply

a. The 145th Coubat ivinti n 3-ttalion continues to have the
riission .f supporting eicht III Vi Corps prestock points. This battalion
provices and rizintains POL dispensing cquipent, @oonit rs class 111 /. and
V stock levels and requisitions all class V supplics for the prestock points.

b, although fli~ht sloves arce boee wdng available, souc units
continue t hove difficulty in obtaining sufficicnt oo.unts to neet require-
rents,

3. (C) Construction,

2. The bottoiin hes been notifice that Bailey Conpound rust
be vacrted end turncd swer t . VHLGF by 15 Deceiber 1966,  The battalion currently
has 550 xrsonnel (two coi.panics and supporting cdetachients) located in
Bailey Copount, Gdoquate billeting, showr, latrine, and adudnistrative
facilitics for thesc units have been requested to be ¢ nstructed in the
Project 78D arca at Bien Hoa ..ir Basc., Thc 79th Engincer Group has boen
taskced with the construction projeet by the 18th pnzincer Brisade, Cone
structi n was initinted on 8 Oct ber 1966, Soue site preperction, drainare,
and loy ut for eipht two st ry barracks hcs been acconplished, The cone
structi n has progressed very slowly cdue to the 1irdted naiber of engincer
personicl and equaprient coridtted and noneavailability °f construction raters=
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b, The units r..ving fron Bailey Coupound will be required to i
ercct ond nove into tents since prograicicd barracks will not be conpleted by o
15 Deeuber 1966, A total of 82 tents will be crected to provide billeting,
adrdnistrative and stora;e facilitics,

¢, Project 78D (cantonicnt and flight line facilitics for
two c. ponies at Bien Hon [dr Base) is appr.xiratcly 95% corplite,

d. Construction on Project 521 (a 50 lelicopter porking hard-
stand, :.2intunance herdstand, two acdidnistrative/operztions builiings and
tw~ _ointunance hongers) wes initiated during the quarter. ..pproxirctely
one half of the helicopter porking hardstand is ncaring corpletion, /dditional
construction on the project is perding relocauion of the sccurity fence and
perieter road. ’

L. (C) Jireraft Mointenance:

a. During the past quarter the availability of amed UH-1B
helicopters has been near. an availability nark of 508, The last third of
the period hos shown o norked inprovenent to & current availability of nea
70% ond prospects of going higher. This rise hos been accouplished pricarily
throush an inereose in prris supply, rtointenance in arens of historical
feilures an’ 540 rotor systen ruxiifications,

b, Continuous problcr.s with UH-1 fucl boost puwip failures cxist
in Victnoio, A large percentopge of this Lnttalion's aircraft hove been oper-
ated ¢2ily with one punmp out >f coisdssion. This Lrousht up the question
>f how .wuch of the fucl ecan be used after fucl boust nunps had failed, It
was 2,7, orent that no exdsting docwaent provided coplete answers for the
three Ull=1 1:<l¢ls in this unit. i rcquest has been forwarded to Bell Heli-
copter Cogeny t. provide specific usage factors for cobinctions of puip
failurcs by aircroft .odel, In the neantiie o ficld fix t supply olectrical
power t the left punip side has been tuporarily approved to suvstitute
for bleu air driven pwips that arc not aveilable,

co There had been a high rate of transist rized cmiwunications
cquipieit failures due to 1rdse or corr.aded bottery electrical circuits,
Specicl ¢i.phosis hns been noeessary to insurc cleaning, tishtening and
lubricating these itc:s curing this last quarter, the cnd of the wet 1ions on
sCas N,

d. 1o cutsvanding LIR requircenents ¢xist n the above listoed
infor ~tion,

5., (C) Progress on Goals Reported in the Lost Querterly Report:

a. (C) 5=4

(1) Goals: T> obtain appr.val for coenstruction f the FY67
Bas. D.vilopent Plon,

(2) Progruss: The FY66 furdcd portion of projeet 78D is
nearin: coupletion. Lack of funkls has precluded appr:val of the FY67 proposcd

CorFIYENTIA].
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facilitics, NMiniia essential billeting and adidanistrotive facilities for
two 2schult helieopter cuuponivs nre being constructed by Arry Engineers and
troop labor, The rennining required facilities tu pernit consolidation of
the 145th Combat aviation Battalion at Bien Hoa .iir Bose have not been funded
for cunstruction, ‘

b. (U) Mointenance

(1) Goals: Through the conduct of querterly service in-
spections, with incrcased cmphasis on supply procedures, this battelion
should increasc its airer:ft availability by insuring that requisitions are
sub:dtted in a tiicly nanner in accordance with current supply procedures and
ant ~dccunte follow=up actaons cre being taken,

(2) Progriss: The flying tine pur wonth for UH-1B-D
and 0-1D-G aircraft increascd each wonth of the reporting period 2md the
average ~vailability of ~11 type aircraft was inerczscd during the period.
The continuing rise in availability was priuarily duc to better parts
supply cctivity.

Jo (C) SIGiuL:

1. (C) Liergeney Coiind Post: For this reporting period, great
effort ~nc first priority have been devoted to construction of an energency
coiziand post for usc in event of an cneuy cttock., For this purpose, the
AN/AGC-9 shelter was converted to ccconodate the nicessary contiond cowruni-
cations equipnent which includes 2ll prirary neans of cozmnications to
units of this co nand and next higher heacquarters, as wcll as tactical radios
for alcrt nezns of couiunications, The shclter was heavily fortificd with
sancbags so as to withstand o conventi:nal nortor attack. An crergency
supply of rotions and necussory porteble generators are iicintained to nake
this shelter self containcd for temporary operation,

2, (C) Sccurc Teletype: Secure teletynpe is now fully operationcl
to next higher hecdquarters, although occasional interruptions-occur cdue to un=-
reli~hility of the VHF carricr system between this loe tion and Scigon,
instcollation of this circuit has brcadenca the cuonunicotions capability
within ti:is battalion, This uultipoint solc-user teletype network provides
for faster handling of adidnistrative traffic than the usual distribution
channels,

3. (C) Survival Radios: Rccunt enphasis placed on use of the
URC=4 ot URC~10 survival radio, c¢specially for single ship nmissicns, has
ceronded iore responsive nicintenance support and nonthly operationsl testin,
of these rodios, Since spare uodules, revlacenent ports and test equiprent
arc nst readily availnble through ariy supply channels, courdination has been
effected with the U.S. idir Force at Bicn Hoa for tuupiurary loan of a T-906
Test Set which is used for tuesting wattoge output and bottery of URC~4s
and UiC--10s. Until /riy has in housc capability, arransuients have been
nade with Lir Force for dircet exchanze of ::odulcs and nrjor components.
This syste:. is quite adcquate and is & marked iproveient., As in the past,
nothing wor ' oine @ ne ty naintain these very cssentinl itens,
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Lo (U) Cosunications Sccurity: Considerable inproveient in
carunications sccurity hos been realized throughout the battalion resulting .
fro: instructi.nal classcs given by personnel from 17th HRU to all pilots 6 1
of this coumand, After nonitoring for two wecks all foris of organic
coicunications, the 17th RRU rendercd a favorable final report that zenerally
praisci this brttolicn for mraeticing pooxd covaunicat. ons security,

yr

5. (C) Battalion Cuiand Net:: .. batizlion Fli and UHF corzicnd net
has buen cstablished as on alternate Leans of communications, This metwork
has proved to be very useful for pessing traffic - especially urgent requests
for gun tcaus or other quick reactionary eleients necded for airmobile oper-
ations, The net is constantly nonitored and is used as an alternate necns
for adriinistrative traffic when lond linus arc either out or busy,

K. (U) S.FLTY:

1o Accidents, Incidents, and Losses: During the reporting perdod
the 145th Coubat Aviation Battalion Safety Officer reviewed, analyzed, and
recorced:

10 Accidents

13 Incidents

1 Forced Landing '
4 Precautionory Landings

1 Coubat Loss

1 Other Type hMishep

The sefety ufficer conlucted safety inspections of all units within the
battalion om! conducted an eirficld survey of Phu Ioi Airfield,

2, Significant Events During This Cuarter:

a, Dust becare a "roblen in unpeved helicopter porking arcas
at Biun Hoa as the monsoon secson begon to subside, Peneprine was applied
to these surfaces and care was taken to keep down vehicle traffic on those
areas, The result hos been a major ruduction in dust in the cntire arca
and grecotly inproved working conditions,

b, Lighting at Frizzc¢ll Ficld hcs been and continues to e a
probleu area, L rclatively new systen using lighted lwdnous strips wae used
to mark the revituents and this was not proven satisfactory. Portable bean
bag li-hts arc¢ mut out at night to light the H.. This has not completely .
'solvec the problen but it is a vast improvement for night operations.

c. Nuserous avict.rs of this commiond continue to fly an
excessive nuuber of hours, In an attoupt to equalize flying tine among 21l
aviators and prevent aireraft accidents dwe to aviator fatigue, every pilot
exceeding 90 hours of flying during any 30 day period rust be exauined by

CenFihewriml
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the flight surgeon., The avictor will resunc flying when cleored by the
flight surgeon,

d. A uost unfortunatc accident occurcd when a UH=1B (4)
crashcd ond burned, killing all crewnicn on board. The accident investigation
revealcc that iupreper bolts had been used in the initial installation of
the gun systen. The 1luss of ome of these bolts causcd the nccicent. i
nessage containing details of Lhe cccident was disprtched to USIBAAR,
highcr headquarters, and all units of this command., /A one timc inspeetion
was perforned ori all UH=-1D (i) helicopters in this battalion and scveral
other i nroper bolts were found. A4ll aircraft are now being inspected prior
to cach flight until the correct bolts, washers and nuts arc rcecived,

L. (U) MLDICAL:

Swsary of Mcdical hctivity:

1. The approaching re-locaticn of the 71st and 118th /ssault
Helicopter Conpanies with attached units has created a necessity to consolidate
the thrce (3) mcdical detachuents supporting the 145th Combat Aviation
Battalion, This consolidation had been planncd previously on a long rangu
basis in accordance with MOk authorization., 4 100 fout by 200 foot
tropical quunset building will be used, This facility will accomodate
two (2) of the iedical detachrents, laboratory, pherincy and treatment
facilitics, This will only partially allcviate the problen in that it does
not arovide facilities for the third redical detachrent, dental facilities,
battalion surgeons office, and X-roy facilitics, Additional space and
bettur ixdical equipuent is neuded in the bottalion,

2, Excessive ancunt of flying tiie and fatizue among the
aviators continues to be a major problen, On¢ noticcable aspect of this
probleiu is the disparity of total ti e auong the aviators., Dircctives
have been issued cenonstrating the nethod of calculating total flying
tine, This directive also requires cxauination by the flight surgeon when 90
and 120 hours are c:tceeded,

3. Construction of water supply points to proluce potable
water hos been a problen, The existing point consists of two (2) decp wells
but facilities for chlorinati_n ar filtration arc not availeble, Though this
is our main source of woter it hns been desimeted nun-potable watcr by
the 20th Preventive licdicine Team, Attenpts to corrcct this situation
have not been successful,

:// ’\:-l.a H7 / F/[D
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) SECTION 11

COlMIu.NDEstS OBSLRVLTIONS »ND RLCOMMEND..TIONS

P/{RT I OBSLRVATIONS (ILuSOLS IEiulNED)

Le (U) RLKSOMLLS

1. Inter-Theater Transfer:

a, ITiM: Inter-theatcr transfers of officers with dependents

in CONUS.

be DISCUSSION: Uncoubtcdly cue to si:mificant operational
require..ents placed upon Departuent of the Lrry, a problen hos developed
which involves scrious morale inplications, Officers in Vietnanm are roceiving
assi;nents dircct to Europe, Ruceipt of assignuent ins*ructions is often
quitc late, usually within 4O tc 60 cays prior to DEROS, and in soie coses,
within a week or two of DLitOS. Consequently, ncnbers cannot subldt applice-
ations for concurrent travel of dependents in tic to receive confirintions
prior to their departure frow Vietnan, During onc 30 doy periad of the
quartcr, 16 officers reecived assigmuents to USAHEUR=Geriiny. Only two
of theil rceceived approval of concurrent travel, Two hove sufficient time
rcreining in the coisind to reccive concurrent travel approvals, Twelve
hove departed or will soon ceport Vietnan without an answer frou CINCUS/AHLUR
concerning both their unit assigniints in Gerreny and concurrent travel
for their depencents, This situation adverscly affccts the mworale of an
officcr ond his dependents,

c. OBSLAV.TION: Sugrest that a plon be put into eficcet
girdilar to the plan deseribed in Git 612-105, which provides for personalized
officer assign .cnts for officers bein; called to active duty and assigned
cirectly to United States lLirrny Lurope,

2, Direct Coluission:

a, ITLM: Direct Cowsdssion in the US.R.

b, D1SCUSSION: During the quarter, scveral Varrant Officers
and .nc cnlisted 1.an epplicd for dircet cornudssions as 2d Lieutenants in
the US.d under the new progran in which US.RV hes been delegated the authority
to uake such appointrents, Within six wceks of naking their applications,
two young Wurrent Officers werc recently coiadssioned and appointed 24
Licutcnants of Infantry.

c. OBSLiV.T10N: The rapic ection at all lcvels of comend
wes outstanding, The thorough, tirely and personalized handling of thcese
applications was in the best traditions of the ariy's persomncl systeu, The
ac.icn accouuplished in the cases of the two new licutcnants has inspircd reny
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other talcntud Warrant Officers amd enlisted 1en to sesk direct cowmdssions,
The progrow itsclf offcrs onc of the greatest opportunities the .riy has ever
made available to energetic young wen, who aspire to nursue a carcer in the
irmy.

3. Maintenance Warrant Officers:

a. ITiM: Aviation Warrant Officers with iinintenance MOS.

b. DISCUSSiON: Duc to an apparcnt shorta~c in the Warrant
(Officer 108 671C, kircraft Repair Technician, this commnd has been forced
- to £111 TCE vacencies with aviators who possuss only the HOS 062B or 061B
. contrary to the provisions of /R 611-112,

c. OBSEnV..TIOi: Dwc to the cluse relationship between MOS
062B and 671C, it is sugzested that AR 611-112 be changed to authorize unit

corraanders the authority to utilize rated aviators as maintenance tochnicicns
and to recoisiend the award of 1OS 671C after suitable on the job training.

B. (C) OPELRATIONS:

1. Pick-up Zones:

a, ITEM: P.ick-up Zone¢ Coordination and Preporation,

b. DISCUSSION: Coordination for airriobile operations is a
recognized requircient for all airuobile operations, However, in all cases
the coorlination with ond the organization of the units to bc moved is not
always done properly, duc to insufficient tiie being allotted far ihis
extrc.cly inportant part of the operation, In cascs where the troops on
the sround were not properly prepered to be moved, Pathfinders were not used
or whern. ecnployed they were not given sufficicnt tine to properly organize
the troops, Unnecessary casualties and dauage to equipuent have resulted
when insufficient tiie has been 2llotted for preparation, and the Viet Cong
have choscn to contest the opcration,

Cco OBSLitV..TION: Sufi'icient tire shoull be a2llotted to this
extrcuely inportant part of the operation, When the troops on the ground
are not properly organized consideration should be given to delay the operation,

2, S ireass
a, ITEM: Securc Steging lireas,

b. DISCUSSION: Sccurc staging areas arc & nust for airiobile
operations, The non-availability of sccurc pri.cory or alternate stoaging
arcas con be a serious liniting factor, When the unit'!s hone ficld is not
bein; utilized as the staging arca the tactical situntion may require the use
of an altermate for short periods of tire, Wcather can ucke the usc of an
alternr.te necessary regardless of where the pricary is located., On oper-
ations Wwhere lar;e muibcrs >f circraft would ke a lucrative tarpet for
the Viet Cong it may be ce¢sirable tc usc alternates, The prolongec use of a
stazing area that does nit have adcquate defensc 1ay give the Viet Cong tine
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to plan and execute an inlirect firc attack., Therefore it is desirablc to
select and prepare alterncte staging areas vhen any of these factors can
influence the prirery area, Failure to appropriately consider the plan for
alterncte stoging areas hos resulted in losses and undue concern to coumonders
in the past,

Co OBSLuV.TION: Suggest eppropricte consiceration be given to
the t.rctlcal eituation, weather, creation of lucrative targets, and prolonged
use of stoging areas without adequate defunse in selecting prirary and
alternate steging areas for airmobile operations,

3. Co.uan! ané Control iircraft:

a., ITEM: Battalion Command and Control hircraft. Jh—rdrt:

b, DISCUSSION: The Battalion Cormend ant! Control Aircraft is
the center of control on =11 battalion operations ani is the wnost inportant
aireraft on the operation., The C & C is staffcd with the iir Mission -
Canander, his S~3, the Airnobile Farce Cuirancery, his Artillery Officer
and his Air Force .ir Lisison Officer, The air Mission Commanter and his -
S=3 control the irmy air and fly the C & C, The Airnobile Force Cormanler
and his staff control thc ground forces, artillcry fires and closc air
support, This aircraft is the operations center that can adjust any phamse
or cha.gv the cntire operation and dircet it through to completion, To
pernit the C & C to ;aintain positive control the operction shauld be
plannct. so that the C & C is not requirud to be over two locations at the

_sane tizc., To prevent the operation fron being delayed excessively or
becoing bugged down, due to the 1loss of the C & C through maintcnance
trouble or comage coused by cnouy fire, an altermite C & C should bu
available, This Battzlicn has an altermate C & C on stand-by at the
Battali n Forwarc Coriand Post during all operations, 4 radio call will get
the clternctc C & C in the air and on the way to where it is needed., Due
to the possibility of C & C pursonnel becouing casualties, altermate
counanlers arc desigmated prior to the operation,

¢. O03SLutV.TION: Sug est provisions be mnde for an altermate
courand and contrl aircraft and an alternate cornander sclected in the
preparation phese of airmobilc operations,

4L, Obscrvation Aircraft Covering Night Attacks:

a, ITEM: Usc of O=1 Ldircraft in Rcaction to o Night Attack,

b. DISCUSSION: When thc eneyy attacks a coupount or outpost
at night we have frund that the best plin is to scnd two O-1 aircraft to the
arca. One aireraft will have a2 pilot and an ARVN artillery obscrver on
board, thc pilot will uinitor the cir-ground acvisory frequency, and the obe
servcr will adjust ARVN artillery to insure it is uscd to loxiia advontage.
This aircraft will also furnish dircctions t» hclicopter junships if they are
euploycd, It is flown at an altitude of approxirately 1,500 feet with all
1ishts out. The other airceraft will h-ve & pilot and 2 US observer or
another pilot on board if available, It will be flown at 2,000 fuet or higher
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deper:inz on the weather, and the crew will control the flore ships and adjust -
US artillery, In addition they will lircct the lower aircraft to keep 25
clear cf clouds ani parachute flarcs., Thesc two aircraft use their UHF radio

for air to air control. Two eircroft are nccessary to assure control of all

supporting fires an to give naxiian: support to the ground forees,

c. O3SkaV.TION: This concept provides better control of air-
ecraft onl insurcs :oxirmu suppert to the ground forces,

5. Frequency Interference,

a., ITEM: Frcquency Interference

b, DISCUSSICN: The most prevalent problern expoericnced during
the last quarter, was Fli frequency interfcrence, Per inforiatvion received
frou II FFV, the RVN Govermient has authorized the U.S. Anmgy t: usc
only sevcnty three (73) FM frcquencies under 51,%uc for all of III Corps
area, Of the seventy three (73) frcquencies, forty (40) of thusc are
assigncd for exclusive use, The renaining available frequencies are inacequate
to supply the needs of =11 the tactical units operzting through ut the III
Corps area, Receipt of the new VRC-i2 radios that can operatec in the higher
frequency spectrun where an unlinited nuuber of usable frcequencies are
available will alleviate this »robleri,

co OBSLV.TION: Issue and supply of the new family of radios
to the U.S. Forces Vietnan nust be expedited to meet the urzent requirenents
for equi:uient capeble of using additional frequencies,

6. Lan! line Cui..unications:

a, IiLl: Inacequate Land Linc Co.:unications,

b, DISCUSSIO: During this quarter as in the previous quarter,
the telerhone scrvice or land linc cousunications between this battalion and
its next higher hcadc arters, 12th Coubat /iviation Group, has been inadequate,
The prizary systen nccessitates going throush three switchboards, Bicn Hoae
ID Switchbocrd, which serves all .irry clenents in the Bien Hoa area, has
only three lines to Hurricane Switchloard at II FFV which in turn scrves
all thc 12th Group ccoond. On a peak day, many nore telephone calls cre
initicted by subscriburs than the switchboords are capcble of hondling,
However, there has been souc rclief to this problen by use of racdio and
teletype as an alternnte mcans of coiswnications,

c. OBSERV.T1OH: Siznal support an' equipent availability are
not keciing pocce with the troop build-up,

C. (U) TR.INING .J'D OuGi.NIZ,TION:

1. Aireraft Comonler and Pilot Training:

a. ITEM: Avintor Training
b, DISCUSSION: During the first week of Deccrber 1965, an
ConFIDENTINY
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arucd helicopter of this bettalion was jerforiing a wdssicn four niles cast
of Saigen., At an altitule of 1500 feet, the pilot was killed instantly by

a sinjle rifle shot, The aircraft went out of control and lost s 500 f.et
in altitude before the copilot regeincd eontrol., In My 1966, the flizht

- leader of a company ucking an extraction of troups frou an LZ in War Zone

D was shct in the leg as his aircraft clcarcd the trees on tekcoff, The
aircraft wallowed through the sky, dipped and bankced bLefore the copilot
rcgainc control, In July 1966, an ari.cd hclicopter wos ucking a firing poss
at abut 200 feet os it protocted a troop-carrier flight on a nission six
ldl»rcters south of Saison, The aircraft coiniander reported that he had

2 wmn hit., The helicopter was scen Lnnking sharply. It plunged into a rice
raddy and all aboard werc killed., It was loter deteriined that only one
pilot had been bit by enery grounc fire, the aircraft coumincer who hod

ade the radio call, Althiugh no one lived to explain the circwist-nces, it
is possible that when the aircraft coiwnder was hit, the copilot was not
able to jain control of the hclicopter before it croshed., It is alse
possitblc that the controls were daniaged, but the foruwer possibility could
wcll have been applicable, espucially in the licht of the two other uxtiples
pointed out above,

¢, OBSLEV..TION: It is suggested that during avintor training
at flilit schorl and in other training situations the instructor pilots should
sinulatc being "hit" by grounc fire just as they siiiilate engine failures
and tzil rotor failures, Avictors flying in combet nust be constantly aware
of the v .ssibility thr-t they uay have to assuue control of the zircraft
instantancously, just as they are awnre of the possibility that the engine
may quit or the tail rotor wny foil, This type tiraining would have t. progress
fron hish altitule siulations to siwlations of being hit on finol approach
or cn tokeoff, This troining would Le perticularly difficult for ared
helicopter erewvs, The copilnt - gunner is coften nreoccupied with rianning
his wea .ns systens crndd hondling the sight, But, through rejpctitive appli-
ceticn, he shruld be niede eonscious of the fact thet he tdght hove to grab
the ecntrols in an instont. Treining of this type would require exceptional
skill ons judrenent on the port of the instructor pilst, He could not be "hig!
when tic aireraft was in such a precarious attitude »r altitwie that an
excited student would possibly aggrovote the situction and cruse 2n aceident,
The iusiructor pilot ray "hau it up" 2 little, but hc c-uld not sct too far
away fr... thc controls hinself in order to nreclude the consequences of
inaccurcte recacticns on the —art of the stulent.

2, Visual Reconnaissance Tiaininge

a, ITkl.: Low Passes on jirborne Visual Reconnaissance,

b. DISCUSSIOl:: When on o visual reconncissance nission and
a low :ass is required to accoiplish the iidssion the low poss should be
well plonioed, sinec not nore then one low pass s:i.culd e inde, It hos been
observe’ that firc is not normally rcceived on the first low pass over a
tar«ct, tut is reeccived on the sceond and successive prsses, The reason
firc is nut normelly drown on the first pess is that the VC do not have
tire to react, but by the tine you ke the secord pass they are reody
anC weiting, 4 letdown for 2 low riss should be mode away frouw the tariet
arca and. approach to the tarsget should be over the route that furnishes the
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cover an. concealiknt., lWhon uLore than onc low pass is roquared consideration
shouid bs given to naking the sccomd poss frou o diflerent direction to
keep the VC off belance.

c. OJSERV.TION: Avintors should be i.ade aware of the dangers
of overflying an crea at low level norc than once,

3. CBi Training:
' / a. ITEM: Gas Chanber Exercise.

b. DISCUSSIO.: Appencdix III, US/RV Regulation 350-1 is quoted,
"Each indivicual will be subjected to either CN or CS at least seui-annually
for the purpose of insuring proper fit anc serviceability of the protective
mask ont to instill confidence." CN or CS capsules arc not stocked in
Vietnan, and at will take three or nore nmonths for a requisition to be filled,
12th Caubat wviaticn Group, chenical officer h's 2dviscd arainst using CHN
grvnaces for a gas chauber, becausc carbon dioxide gos is emitted when the
grencle is activeted, If grencdes are used in lieu of capsules the exercisc
mst bc conducted outside, Training spece ot Bien Hoz .ir Base is liudted,
and the use of CN grumndes in the open could cause political reprecussion,

¢, OBSLaV..TION: CN or CS capsules could be stocked in Vietnan,
CN capsulus ore being requisitioned for this battali.on. Training arcas
are not acequote for CN grenade to be used in the open. The requircrent for
scui-annual gas chaiber exercise must be postponcd until CN capsulcs are
availahle,

D, (C) INTELLIGLNCL:

1. Relduccd Lffectiveness .f "Firc Fly':

e. ITEh: RcCuced Effcctiveness of "Fire Fly"

b, DISCUSSION: The effuctivencss of "Fire Fly" is greatly
recucec by the nuiber of arcas requircd to cuver and the number of hours night
coubrt flying, It is rcalized that vast arce coverage is souewhat o deterrant
to VC sauipnn noveugnt, however, it does not prevent hin from noving supplies
by sauprns, The VC can see o8 wcll as heer the "Fire Fly" coning, hice the
sampans an' continue to ::ove once the light hcs possed, knowing it will nct
return, Where=as a thor ugh scarch of an area will nonielly lead to the
locaticn and destruction of sanpcns, VO and supplies. The "Fire Fly" does
not have to cover every cre2 cach night to be effecctive., Night coubat fly-
ing in excess of five hours causes the crew to bec.ne ineffective and scts
up a potentirl sofety hazard,

¢, OBSLAV.TIO::

(1) Schecdule "Firc Fly" arbitrerily, bosed on current intel-
lipence and! not nore thon twe crecs per night,

(2) Incorporate additional "Firce Fly" tcanus for use in the

ConNFIDENTIAL
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2. Hot londing Zoness

a, IToM: "Hot" Llanding Zones

b, DISCUSSION: On two scparate occasions assault helicopter
coupanies have gone into lamling zones which have not been properly prepered
and the units hacd not received proper bricfings., Both incicdents rosulted
in helicopters being shot down and perscnnel beins killed and wounced,
Althiugh two different componies were involved, the area and the aupported
ARVI. unit were the saue,

c. OBSLiV.TION: Known or suspected "Hot" arees arc plotted
anc disseuinated to couponies on a weekly besis, US Advisors shculd be able
to ¢veluete their intellipence andd give a nmore detailed and accurate briefing,
This can 21s5 bc ccconplished within the bottalivn when operations are known
in advance, \
N

E. (C) LOGISTICS:

1. (C) Pre-stock Ryint Operations:
a, ITEM: Pre=sto..: Point Operctions
b. DISCUSSICKi:

(1) In Junc 1965 the III Corps icdvisory Group, in con-
Junction with the 145th Combat .iviation Battalion, established POL and an.une
iticn prestock points throughout the 1II Corps Tactical Zome for use by
the 145th Coubat ..viatin dattalion when supporting VK Sperations,

(2) .s initinlly estoblished, with relatively suall stocks
ond frequent use by 2 niniuun number of aircraft, it wns within the capab-
ilities of the 145th Combat iviation Battalion and the III Corps fLdvisory
Group to ieintain and .peratce the prestock points, With the influx of US
groun' ond airrobile units and the increascd size and frequency of helicopter
supp.rtc operations, hoth US and ..RVH, there hos been a corresponding
increase in the utilization of prestock points by 2ll helicupter units in
the III Corps Tactical Zone., In addition to the original use, the pre=-
stock olits now support operations of US as wcll as .LiiVI units and service
circraft from all aviction units within III Corps Tactical Zome, f4s a
result, it has been mccessary t. increase stcock levels substantially.

(3) In addition to wonitoring class III i and V supplies
at the ;restock points anc requisitioning Class V supplics, the 145th Coubat
Aviaticn Battelion currently provides and maintains fucl dispensin:: equip-
1ent at 21l prestock points in the III1 Corps Tactical Zone. Perscnnel to
aperate fuel cisncensing equipient positioncd at I1II Corps prestock points
are not available within the 145th Coibat sviation Battalion. s o result,
it is nceessary f£or the cqu pment ot 1ost prestock points to be opurated by
Victicrese civilian personnel., These wersonncl do not jxrforu proper
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preventive waintencnce. The 145th Conbat Aviction Battclion Maintenance
Scetivn continucusly flies mechanics an! ports to the various prestuck

points t- perforu energency and/or scheduled mnintcnance. First echelon
mcintenance is so poorly perfuried that it cannot be asswacd that the
equijicnt will be opercational on cny riven day. Since the 145th Conbat
avinti_n Battalion requisitions aizaunition for the prestock points, hizher
headquarters frequently essune that this buttalion is expenling the ~spanition
as well, 7This is nit the case. This rntter becuies significant when .Sd's
are inv:lved,

(4) If waintonance deficiencies on kA9 and ML9C tankers
are of such a conplex noture thot they eannot be corrccted in the ficle,
the tonkcrs are roturnec to Bicn Hoa where the required mnintenance is
merforicd, Before returning a tarker to Bien Hea for :wintenance the 145th
Combat Aviation Battalion scnds a serviceable tanker to the prestock point
in order tu insure that thc prestock point is provided a continu us cepobility
for scrvicing aircraft. Transporting tankers tu and from soue of the prestock
points prescnts sccurity and cirlift requircient proble.s,

(5) The fuel dispensing equipnient currently meintained at
III Corps prestock points is cdcquote to support routine traffic, but will
not supsurt rapid refucling for flight elements. It is nccessary that rapid
refueling: for flirht cleuents be provided if Hptinua efficicney of aireraft
utilization is to be achicved, Wien the 145th Coubat ..viaiion Battalion
is roquired t. perforn rapid rofueling operations in creas where 500 c1lon
bladders are not jre;ositiocned, it is nceessary to call ahcad and deternine
if a2dccucte fuel and amn unition are on h.nd and atwenpt to arrenze for 23
ton trucks to supp.ort the operztion, If 2% t.n trucks can be previded by
the 4RVN personnel at the prestock point, o small team of speciclists
(usually 4 -r 5 wen) and fuel rwpin: equiitent are flown £ron Dien Hon
to the prest ck point. Ur nocrrivel at tle prest ek point, it is nccessary
for thuse 1en to load 55 =21l.n druus of JP/4 -n the 2% ton trucks and set
up puaring equi wont t . cuwi. fuel frouw the dre.s int: sireraft, 1f iictericls
handlin: equijient is not acvailable ot the prestock piints it is neccessary
to loa’ drums on trucks by rollinsg them up ¢ raupe It is mecessary for
aircraft t shut dowr vhen refuclcd fron 2% ton trucks loaded with JP/L
¢runs, If 2% ton truc s nre not aveilable at the presiock points, a 1ift
involvins 1ire than one airwobile coupeny cannot be adequately sunnorted,

(6) Lt jrestock points where 500 callon bloedders are pre-
positicned, this battali n hos the capability to provide razid rcefueling
for. flight ¢lements by flyinz POL handling personnel an fuel dispensing
equirknt to thc location prior to a lift. This capability only exists
when the bladders erc filled ond positioncd prior to the time that their
use is cctually recuired, Elenents of the 145th Coubat ivintion Battalion
are not the only units in the III Corps Tactical Zone that utilize the pre-
positioned bladiers, It is not unc.a.on to visit a prestock ;o int and fin!
that scveral of thc 500 zzllon bladders have been enpticd by a unit not
assigned to the 145th Conbot Aviati n Battalion, For this rczson, it can never
be essuned that ropicd rcefucling can be provic‘ed at thesc locatiosns,

" CONFIDENTIAL L4700
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(7) Efficient, safc opuration of thc prestock points is
now beycr® the camabilities of the 145th Combat Aviation Battalion and III
Corps /icvisory tcaus, which do not have the nccessary personnel, naterials
handlin;; equipnent en! POL dispensing; equipment to support the increased
operations,

c. OBS.iV.TiON:

- ¥

' (1) That an aviation suppurt unit bc orzanized and assigned
to 1st .wviation Brigade or II FFV, This unit should be orranized with
sufficient personnel to provide a five men tcair to be stationed at each
prestock point. In addition to five uan tcams, unit should possess a
capability to perform second cchelon rcintcnance on assigned equipuent.
Unit shruld be equipped with adequate supply hancling and fuel dispensing
equijuient to operate prestuck points. The nission of the Aviation
Support Unit should be: :

(a) Store and rnintain Class III /4 ancd V supplies at III
Corps prestock points and requisition these supplies when neceded.

(b) Operatc and 1aintain fucl Cispensing equipuent at the
III Corp3s prestuck points.

(¢) Provide sinultaneous rapid refuclinz for 16 aircraft
with twe hours prior notice,

(2) That an aviation unit at eccch airficld where aviation
units arc pernanently stationed be designated and cquipped to provide
sirultaneous rapic refucling for 16 aircraft with two hours notice. In
nost cases it will bc necessary to provide personncl as well as equipuent
augrentation to the desirmated unit., Porsonnel and equipient will be
approxiietely the sane as for prustock points,

2. (U) Coupressor Stalls:

a. - ITElls Clogring of UH-1 /iir Bleced Volve Straincro,

b. DISCU3SIOL: In several cases c ujpressor stalls hove
occurccd when UH-1 air bleced valve strainers becance clogged,

co OoEAV..TION: It is rcguired that thesc strainers be
inspectel and clcaned every 100 operctinz hours, This inspcetion requirement
has been submiticd to US.VCQM for anproval a.¢ TH 55-1520-210-20 change,

3. (U) Excessive 0il Consunption:

a. ITLlM: O-1 Engine Changc Duc to Lxcessive Oil Consuuption,
b, DISCUSSION: This problin is prevalent in Victnam dwe to

excessive flux of <irt and sanc into the cngine and in sonc cascs cxcessive
clearances DLetween cylinder rings and walls,

. ! )
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c. OBSLRVIT1(l:s Engine oil chanres hove been stepped up
to twelve hour intervals,

4. (U) Tail Rotor Failure:

a. ITLM: UH=1 Tail Rotor Failures.

b, DISCUSS10k: Manr of our tail rotor failures, during this
pericd, were traced to a ,Ioss of torque by the grip nuts and ycke bearing
with ut breaking the safcty.

co ODBSuttViTION: 4 100 hour inspection has been initiated by
mintcnonce uatil a "f£ix® 1s issued to support and using units,

5. (U) Motors:

a, ITLM: Truck Mountcd Tiansistorized Conuunications
Equipaent Failures,

Lo DISCUSS1ON: Thecse failurcs have been traced to 1loose and
corroded battery electrical circuits in meny casecs,

¢. OBSuLitVLTION: Buphasis hns been placed on cleaning,
greasing end tightening terminals and connections regularly,

6. (U) Support Equient:

a. ITEM: Generators,

b. DISCUSSION: It bceanc epparent curing this period that
a cowbination of extra long operating hcurs and the horsh climate of Vietnam
was morce than normal maintenance could overcone, Gencrators were found in
poor concition and desdlined for perts,

c., OBSLRV..T1O0li: It was necessary to take aggressive action
tos

(1) Lffect acherance to the provisions of TM 38-750.

(2) iffect supervisions over increased operator activities
by use of DD Forii 314,

(3) Frequent staff and cowiend inspections,
F. (U) SAFLTY:

1« Dust Contirol:

2, ITEM: Dust Control in Aircr2ft Parking Arcas.

b, DISCUSS1ON: Dust was o wajor problen in scveral helicopter
parkin;; arcas at Bicn Hoa, Aircreft have frequently ;one IFR when coning
to a hover, Engincs and noving perts are subject to carly wear by injection
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of cust, Penenrine was applied in all arcas affccted by cust,

c. OBSERV.TION: Dust was e¢ffcctively controlled, but peneprine
will not stend up under vehicular traffic,

2, Airfield Lighting:

a, I1LM: Lighting Problen at Frizzell Field, Bicn Hoa,

b, DISCUSSION: Lighting has been a problen at Frizzell Field,
Mony of the surrounding areas werce lighted and Frizzell Field was not,
Elcctrically powered luriinous stripes were installed down cach row of
revetiuients the length of Frizzell Field, /4n H was wuarked with becan bags.

c, OBSLiV.TION: Frizzell Ficld is now nore cvosily located
at nizcht and the lighted H reduces the hozard of possibly striking a parked
helicopter curing landing,

3., ILuproper Installation:

A Y ’
a. IIEM:, Iuproper Installation of Weapons Systens on UH-1B(A)s
AY

b, DISCUSSION: After losing thc tail boun in flirht a UH=-1B(A)
crashtc ond burned, ALL L crewnenbers, suffered fatal injurics, The sub-
sequent accident investipgation revealed thatvinproper sbolts had been used
in the ori;iml installation of the wearons pylon. One bolt came. loose,
2 hard points failed, and thc 1jylon pivoted down and to the rear striking
the tail boon. 4 one tive inspcction was perforred on 211 UH-1B aircraft
in thc battalion and several other iuproper bolts were found, A1l aircraft
are now being inspocted before each flight until proper bolts, nut, and
washers can be .btained, )

¢e OBSERV.TION: No further trouble has xcn expericnced
in this area, .

L, Aviator Fatipue:

a, ITLM: Avietor Fatigue a Safuty Hazard,

b, DISCUSSION: In an atte.pt to curb thc excessive number of
hours being flown by nurerous pil ts, it is now inndatory that cvery pilot
exceeinz 90 hours flying during a 30 cday period wust see the flisht surgeon,
At this tine the fli ht surgeon will deteriine whether the pilot is capable
on continuing to fly or should be grounded for rest, This policy will '
conpel comanders to try to kcep cviators flying tiies relatively even,

¢, OBSLiV.TION: Compnies are a2ble to kecep avintors tive
at cluscr luvels, The flisht surgeon can iaintain o nivre realistic ob-
gservation of flying tire an! lcvels of fatigue,
G. (U) ilJDIC"lL:
1, lielarias
UrcliRsSSIFIED L
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-~ a. ITEM: Sicde Lffects of Malaria Prophylaxis Drugs.

b. DISCUSSION: Reguler raolarie prophylaxis jis recognized as
negessary in this geograjhical location, It has been Pdund that the
side c¢ffects of the Chlsraquine-Pririnquine tablet often causes hesitation and
sailure to take the tablet on the jart of nony of the personnel, Side
effects of thc ccubination drug are zastrointestinal cramps, diarrhea,
insornic ond dermatoses., Thesc sice eficcts have not been cbserved with
the Chloraquine Phosphate tablet.

c. OBSEiV.TION: Failure >f uilitary personnel to take the
walaria nrophylaxis tablet (Chloraquine-Priraquine) is often related to
the unpleasant sice effccts, This problenm can be sulved by advising these
persons to take the Chloraquinc Phosphote tablet as a substitute,

, 2, Hepatitis:
a, ITEM: Possible Source of Infectious Hepatitis,

b. DISCUSSIONL: There were six (6) cascs of infectious
Hepetitis within the 145th Combat Aviation Battalion wver the past eight
weeks, Four of theusc petients adnitted to cating on the local econoryy =nd two
did not, 4ll six aduitted to drinking soft drinks or beer on the loacal
8CONOLY o

¢, OBSLUV.TIOH: It is felt that the source of hepatitis occuring
in the 145th Combct Lviation Battali:n is from the local econcmy food;
especially the beer,

R.RT II RECOHLIDATIONS -

’

Ae (U) PLRSONiLL: /i plan be put into eflect, for aviators being
assigncd from Vietnan to Lurope, sirdlar to tne plan deseribed in LR 612-105
which provides for personalized officer assignients for officcrs being
called to active dutv and assigned dircetly to United States Lirigy Lurope,

Be (U) OPLRLTICNS:

1« The necessity for proper planning and preparation of pick-up
sones be re-emphasized at all levels of cammand,

2« Issuc of mew tactical rad.os to US Forces Vietnam be incrcased
to relicve tho congestion on the present frequencies,

C. (U) TR.INING ;D OxG.J.IZ.TION: Pilot trzining at the Lviction
School inclule rucovery training in helicopters that sirulates the pilot
or airerzft coumenler hoving been hit by fire at 1w level @’ hizh level

D. (U) INTELLIGLICE:  lonug,
E, (U) LOGISTICS: That the 145th Coubot .viation Battalion be relicved
S r7as )11 D
a9
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of the nissicn of supporting III /ulVN Corps prestock points,
~ F. (U) SiF&TYs None,’

G. (U) MLDICAL: Pcrsonnel should be informud about the possible sice
effects of the palaria drug and adviscd to sce their flight’ surgeon,

M) 2 o e

ANMEX s Wi.LTER F, JONCS
145th Cbt ivn Bn Statistics ITC artillery
Comanding

DISTRISUTIONS
1 copy thru channels to ACSF(R, DA
2 coples thru 12th Cbt Avn Gp to ACSFOR, D..
1 cuy to CINCUS.RPI.C
3 coples to DCG, USALRV
1 copy to 1st iivn Bde
1 copy to 12th Cbt Avn Gp

\
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Annex A
145TE COMBAT AVIATION BATTALION STATISTICS (C)
OPERATIUNAL HOURS
2 RNV FN TOTAL
25513143 8,97845 34,109.8
SORTIES FLOWN
RNV , P/ | TOTAL
68,120 11,106 79,226
PASSENGERS CARRIED
R/ PN TOTAL
88,797 548 89,345
CARGO TRANSPORTED (TONS)
R/W FN TOTAL
1,812.4 0 1,6812.4
ATRCRAFT HIT BY GROUND FIRE
R/W P/ TOTAL
96 15 111
COMBAT LOSES
3 R FN TOTAL
4 0 4
I AMMUNITION EXPENIED
J.62 40 M1 220
3,079,530 15,798 19,914
ENEMY 10SSES/DaMAGED INFLICTED (C)
' KB4 (Conf) Ksa (Egt) STRUCTURES DiliyGED SLMP4NS (Dam/Sunk)
' 220 143 409 351

ConF1DENTIHL
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CLSULLIIES MEDICLLLY EVALCULTED (LKVN & U,S.) (C)
COMBINED TOTLLS:s 268

CLSULITIES

Officers Warrent Officers st EM

nywn. L
1/ 3 4? 10 17 25

|
I
|
1
l
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UBPARTILNY OF THE aRMY
SADJUARTSRS, 120H COMBAT AV14lTON GROUF
APO S Francisco 96491

avac 30 Jovember 1966

SURTECT: Operational Report for warterly Period Znding 51 October 1966
iteports Control Symbol CSFOR-65 (U)

THRU's Commanding General
II Field force Vietnam
APO 96266

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff Force Development

Depertment of the Army
Washington, D.C. 20310

1. One (1) copy of Operationai Report for Quarterliy Period Ending
31 October 1966, of the 145th Combat aviation Battaiion is forwarded in
compliance with USARV Regulation 870-2, dated 1y July 1966.

2. Observations and recommendations contained do not adequately
indicate actions taken by the battaiion to resolve proobiems or inrlement
changes although formal requests have been submitted in most caset.

3« PoRSONNSL2

a. The recommendation concerning inter-theater transfers is
unnecessary since considerable improvement in expeditious receipt of
concurrent travei authorizations has been noted since 1 October 1966.
However, if receipt should be delayed an individual ¢ an get informa-
tion on the status of his concurrent travel request from the near»st
military facility upon his arrivai in CONUS. -

b. I do not concur in the observation (page 15) that there
is a shortage of Aircraft Repair Technicians, IN0S 671C. The apparent
shortage of school trained technicians was due to inadequate requisition-
ing procedures, since corrected. A maintenance technician requires com-
prehensive and extensive training in all types of rotary wing aircraft
and a recommendation to change the regulation is not considered advisable.
Very few people have amaintenance background comprehensive enough to
warrant the direct award of MOS 671C.

oo FED WHEN
DOWN GIU° e ADUNG '
3' Sl“,l’z\“x\'l‘.'.;, L avuans o .‘..._;..‘.;Lu Al.\(‘LOSU
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4. O-z5.0TONS:

a. lew series trctical radaios are programmed for issue a&s soon
as available. 4 retrofit orogranm is in ororress to revlace AR. 44 radios
vith new series i<{C 54 radios.

b. Smoke generator eq.ipoed helico-ters (vagze 6) were used
with excellent results durin.. the reocorting period.

c. ‘The comment on selection of altern:.e steginz ereas (pape 16)
may nave merit but t:is headouarters knows of no cese wiere an alterncte
staging area was required.

5. TRAIWING AUD ORG.IIZALIVIis Suggestions for more realistic train-
ing of aviators will be forwerded to the aArmy aviation School. It is
standard oractice for pilot and co-gilot to physicaliy handle the con-
trols together while operating Ch-47's in suspectec hot areas. rlying
with the force trim in the "on" position should ive the surviviung
pilot time to take control before an uncontrollagble gircrat't attitude is
reached. Initisl transition of the aviator into Uh-1 and Ch-47 heli-
copters should stress the use of force trim at all times in oraer to de=-
velon a habit which couiu save his life in combat.

6. INTAL.IG.CE: ‘roblems in overatin;; FIREFLY (page 19) are peing
resolved. Only one illumination sistemn was overable in the Group during
the revorting veriocd. :ifteen aacitionzl s stems will be aistributed,
one to each assault helicopler compuny, by mid-January, 1967. ‘'ne issue
of auditional systems anu an inoroved understendin:: of FIR:FL! tectics by
suprorted units will solve the problem.

T. LOCGISYiCS: Plans are being develovned to increcse the numoers of
people end equipment for oueratcion of Class III .. re-fueling moints in III
Corvs Tactical Zone. Three (%) PLL Teams (£D, W(T 10-5000) are now
authorized with personnel and ecuipment on recuest. Present overating
conaitions will im:'rove when these itcas sre received. 12th Grouv will
assume overaiionsl resvonsibility some time after 1 Jenuary 1967.
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. CONFIDENTIAL

AVGC
SUBJSCT: Operational Report for warterly Perioa Znding 31 October 1966,
Reports Control Symbol CSFOR-65

3. iDICALs: A discussion of Hepetitis (nage 25} voints out the
need for sanitary controls over civilian esting establishments and civilian
food oroducts. A policy sihould be established by USARV to have area
coordinators devise an inspection and approval system to protect the

soldier from uisease.
.00

1 Incl RAYMOND P. CA
as Colonel, Armor
Comugnding
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVFBC-H (30 Nov 66) lst Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1966
(RCS CSFOR-65)

DA, HQ, II Field Force Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96266 _
TO: Commanding General, lst Aviation Brigade, APO 96307 70,

The enclosed Operational Report on Lessons Learned submitted by the
145th Aviation Battalion has been reviewed by this headquarters for

information and is forwarded to your headquarters for comment.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

1 Inecl : S A. ULVEYER
ne iCapt, ACC
Lsst. AG
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBA-C (30 Nov 66) 2nd Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Pecriod Ending 31 October 1966
(RCS CSFOR-65)

HEADQUARTERS, 15T AVIATION BRIGADE, APO 96307 16 DEC 1968

’ ’ AMG’C—W/

TO: Commanding General, United States Army, Vietnam, ATTN: AUHAK APO
96307

The enclosed operational report submitted by the 145th Combat
Aviation Battalion has been reviewed and the additional comments submitted.

a. Reference section II part 1 A1 Personnel (U), and paragraph 3a,
12th Combat Aviat:on Group transmittal letter with additional comments
dated 30 November 1966 (attached).

(1) Agree with comments made by 12th Combat Aviation Group re-
garding improved concurrent travel to USAREUR. Individuals that have not
received concurrent travel instructions upon arriving in CONUS should
contact their branch in DA. '

b. Reference section II part 1 paragraph Bé6.

A new local switchboard with improved outside plant is scheduled
for installation at Bien Hoa by 15 January 1967. An additional multichannel
communication system is to be installed between Bien Hoa and Saigon and .
between Bien Hoa and FFV II during the same time trame. This should relieve
some of the telephone communications problems.

c. Reference section II part 1 paragraph D2 Hot Landing Zones.

The necessity for time to recon d4nd prepare landing zones nwust be
reemphasized. We have taken our bizzest and most expensive losses in
personnel and equipment because time was not allocated for recon and
sufficient preparation. Recamend that action be taken to educate the
tactical ground commander of this requirement.

d. Reference section II part | paragraph El and paragraph 3a, 12th
Combat Aviation Group transmittal letter with acditional corments dated
30 November 1966 (attached).

In addition to the three POL KD teans referenced in paragraph 7,
action is currently being taken to assign one ammunition detachment (BB),
consisting of 1 WO and 28 ZM, to the 12th Group for use at class V pre-stock

3s
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AVBA=C
SUBJECT:

points.

| CONFIDENTIAL

Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1966
(RCS CSFOR=65) 1 6 DEC 1368

A general order activating this detachment is expected fram

Headquarters, USARPAC, in December 1966.

1 Incl
nc

FOR THE CCiu{ANDER:

W, RIVERA
aptain, AGC
Asst Adjutant General
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DH (8 Mov 65) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report~Lessons Learned for the Period Ending
31 October 1966 (RCS CSFOR-65) ¥y

HBADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM, APO Sam FPrancisco 96307 2 S JAN iyYo?

T0: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacifie, ATTN: OPOP-OT
APO 96558 ‘ o ©

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the period ending 31 October 1966 from Headquarters, 145th
Combat Aviation Battalion as indorsed,

2, Pertinent comments are as follows:

a. Reference Paragraph K2, Section I, Page 2: USARV Regula-
tion 672-1, Awards and Decorations, dated 12 November 1965, has been re-
vised and is presently being pudblished. This regulation contains no
major changes that have not been publicized to the field during the
month of November 1966, which would require return of recommendations
for awards for correction. To preclude such action this headquarters pub-
lished a Circular containing the major changes on 7 November 1966, to be
effective 1 December 1966, The change in format of the recommendation
(USARV Porm 157=-R) was further mblicized by a message to all major
subordinate commands, 12 November 1966, advising of the roquir-ont for
use of the new form effective 1 December 1966,

b. Reference Paragraph G2, Section I, Page 5: MTOE 256F which
ocontains the request for security guards has been received by this head-
quarters and is presently being processed.

c. Reference Paragraph Bt, 2, and 3, Section II, Pages 15 and
163 Both the a'‘lation unit and the ground unit should have SOP's pre-
pared which outliine the minimum requirements to conduet successfully
airmobile operations. The selection and preparation of staging areas
and -pick up zorcs mst be a joint venture so that each unit can insure
that its requirements are met. Coordination and liaison should be
established between the two units as soon as pessible after receipt of
the mission and should be maintained throughout the operation., The
desigmation of an Rlternate Command and Control (C&) ship and an alter-
nate mission cammender should be standard procedure.

CONFIDENTIAL

37

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED WHEN SEPARATED
FRO3 CLASSIFIED INCLOSURES .—



CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DH (8 Nov 66)
SUBJECT: Operational Report=Lessons learmed for the Period Ending
;,3 31 October 1966 (RC3 CSFOR-65)

d. Reference Paragraph A1, Part I, Section II and Paragraph A,
Part 1I, Sectien II, Page 25; and Paregraph 3a, lstter, Headgquarters,
12th Combat Aviation Groups Concur. USARV msg 38217, 1 December 1966,
to USARV units furnished information and guidance to Army aviators in
receipt of orders to USAREUR. This message stated that aviators trans-
ferred to Burope would receive concurrent travel. If specific assign-
ment instructions are not on hand at DEROS, officers concerned should
contact their career branches on arrival in CONUS. Carser branches
will do all possible to obtain necessary information.

e. Reference Paragraph G1, Part I, Section 2, Pages 2/ and
25; and Paragraph G, Part II, Section II, Page 263 The Chloroquine-
Primaquine tablet used in malaria prophylaxis is recognised as causing
side effects in some individuals, MNost of these are mild and transient,
frequently disappearing when the individual contimues his prophylaxis.
The Chloroquine-~Primaquine tablets should never be taken any more
frequently than 4 days apart because of expected side effects. These
are generally mild and should not relieve the responsibility of ocommand
insurance that this prophylaxis is taken. The substitution of Chloro-
quine for the Chloroquine~Primaquine prophylaxis should only be done on
the recommendation of a Medical Officer because of more serious side
effects or reactions that threaten individual®s health or camse in-
eoffectiveness in his duties.

f. Referenoce Paragraph G2, Part I, Section 2, Page 25 and
Paragraph 8, Letter, 12th Aviation Groups

(1) The instance of six cases of infectious hepatitis in
one battalion in eight weeks suggests a common source of infection, A
preventative medicine investigation should have been acoomplished at
that time as to sources, especially among cooks or food handlers in the
unit, as well as a check of the unit's water source,

(2) Command emphasis is necessary to discourage eating
on local economies and educating troops in the hatards as well as how
to avoid possible infectious foodstuffs and non-potable water and ice,
Drinking from cans or bottles that have been cooling in non-potable
water and non=potable ice, or using non-potable ice in glasses washed
in non-potable waters for soft drinks are commom sources of potential
hepatitis infection.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVHOC-DH (8 Nov 66)

SUBJECT: Operstional Report-lLessons Leamed for the Period Ending
31 October 1966 (RCS CSPOR-~65)

(3) The inspection of civilian eating establishments is
beyond the scope of suthority of the US agencies in RVN, as a unilateral
action, Such inspections could be eonducted under the provisiont of
the Medical Civil Assistance Program (MEDCAP II) in coordination with
Vietnamese sutherities by any headquarters battalion level or higher.
Requisite actions to initiate such a program are outlined in USARV
Regulation 40~39, Medical Civil Assistance Programs, 8 March 1966, A

letter is being addressed to the 12th Combat Aviation Group advising
remedial actions.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

. J. THORNTON
1 Incl 1a Lt, AGC g
ne Asst Adjuiant Ganeral
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_ CONFIDENTIAL

GPOP-OT(8 Nov 66) 4th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period Ending
31 October 1966 (RCS CSFOR-65), HQ 145th Cbt Avn Bn

e HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 18 "Lisey

T0: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in the basic report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

¢

G. L. MceMULLLN

N CI'T, AGC
I Asost AG
:f‘gff?rl‘ "F'CLASSIPYID
TIITID FEOM CopLeeg)
INCLOSURE / 5 - TIED
—_—
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