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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 3D BATTALION 6TH ARTILLERY
APO 96318

. AVFA=AT=3/6=CO 1 February 1967

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1967 (U)

TO: SEE DISTRIBUTION

SECTION I (U) SIGNIFICANT ORGANIZATION OR UNIT ACTIVITIES
1. (U) General:

a. On 9 January, the unit colors were presented to the new
battalion commander in a change of command ceremony conducted at base camp.

b. Awards: Soldiers' medals were awarded to a forward observer
and his enlisted assistant. The Army Commendation Medal was awarded to the
battalion S4 in a ceremony on 9 January. Air crewmans! badges were awarded
to the battalion communications officer and three forward observers during
the reporting period. Three battalion noncommissioned officers received
awards for outstanding achievement for their service as instructors of
Montagnard troops at Dak Pek special forces camp from 26 July 1966 until
3 October 1966, :

c. From 3-14 November, the battalion sponsored Batteries B and C,
1st Battalion, 44th Artillery (AD), and Battery G (-), 65th Artillery (AW)
which were new arrivals in the Republic of Vietnam.

2, (U) Intelligence: Several air observers were committed to aerial
visual reconnaissance (VR) missions which resulted in sightings of numerous
hamlets, trails, bridges, entrenclments, and suspected enemy personnel.

Several of these locations have been used as harassing and interdiction targets
by artillery units in the Pleiku area. On 26 January, Battery B fired a
destruction mission at grids BR124512 and BR122510 under control of an

aerial observer on a VR mission. The mission resulted in 6 hamlets destroyed,
2 secondary explosions, and the burning of a rice storage area.

3. (U) Operations and training activities.

a. Plans: Training to develop and maintain individual combat
proficiency, safety, personal hygiene and sanitation, maintenance, and security
was scheduled periodically. Much of this training has been emphasized through
on the job training techniques. Familiarization firing of individual and
crew served weapons was conducted during the reporting period.

b. Operations:

(1) On 6 November, selected personnel attended a briefing on
the characteristics and @nploymeng_ggugpe XM546 anti personnel round (Beehive).
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_CONFIDENTIAL 1 1 Pebruazy 1967

SUBJKCT: Operational Report for (uarterly l'eried kuding 31 Jumuary 1967 (U)
The battalion conducted a firing demonstration of this round on 7 November.

(2) Om 12, 13, and 15 December, the firing batteries calibrated
all 105mn howitzers, Since all tubes were replaced as of 28 January due to
being in excess of 3,000 effective full charge (LFC)rounds, cnlibration is again
required and has been requested.

(3) From 1 November until 7 Yecember 3attery a4 oecupied a position
nlong highway 19 eeast of Fleiku City with the mission to provide security of the
highway.

(4) From 1 November until 7 Yecember, Battery B occupied scveral .
rasitions between Oasis and Duc Co, along highway 19, luring this period, Battery
B was attached to 1st Battalion, 30th Artillery providing seourity for highway 19
and Duc Co special foroes camp. Numerous defensive fires, preparations, regi-
strations, and harassing and interdiction missions were fired during this peried.

(5) From 1 November until 26 December, Battery C oocupied a po-
gition along route 509 west of Pleiku City with t he mission of DS TF 1at Squadron,
10th Cavelry to provide security for route 509.

(6) From 6-15 December, Battery B, Tth Battalion, 13th Artillery
was attaehed to 3d Badtalion, 6th Artillery with the mission of DS 1st Battalion,
69th Armor, to provide scourity for highway 19 east of Pleiku City.

(7) on 6 December, Battery 4 moved two howitzers to a position
along highway 19 approximately 14 miles east of Pleiku City. They were in DS of
elements of 1st Battalion, 69th Armor, supporting a one day sweeping operation
conducted by two ARVIN companies.

(8) From 7 Vecember until 31 January, Battery B occupied a position
along highway 19 east of l'leiku City with the mission of DS TF 1st Battalien,
69th Armor, TF 1st Squadron, 10th Cavalry, end 24 Battalion, 35th Infantry re-
spectively, in support of a highway seeurity mission. The battery fired de-
struotim missions, defensike concentrations, harassing and interdiction missions,
and registratisns during this period.

(9) From 2 December until 3 January, Battery A occupied several
positions along highway 19 between Oasis (4A100278) and Duc Co. During this
peried, the battery was attached to the 1st Battalien, 30th Artillery and OPCON
the 4th Battalion, 42d Artillery respectively, providing security for highway
19 west of Pleiku City. Defensive ooncent:ations, registrations and harassing
and interdiction missions were fired.

(10) oOn 15 December, Battery B, Tth Battalion, 13tl Artillery

was released from attachment 4. 3@ Battelion, 6th Artillery and reburned to its
home station.
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SUBJIXT: Ovurctional Roport for Quarkorly loriod Ending 21 Tanuzay 1967 (U)

(11) From 15-30 Decerder, Battory A, Tth Dottalion, 13th Artillory
was attachoed to 3d Hattalion, 6th .atillery in D3 of 1st Battalion, 69tL Arior,
providing scourity of highwey 19 ocast of Pleiku City. While attached, thu
battery firod a destruction mission viiich resultod in the destruction of 9 huts,
damago to 6 others, & cave cntrance blooked, cnd a eacho destroyed.

(12) Fren 26-30 Docambor, Battozry C occupicd two positions (split
battory) in the vieinity of Ploi Do Lim and Pau Mhon along highway 14 south of
Pleiln City, 1Its misoion was to provide artillory fires in support of 1st
Squadron, 10th Cavalry on ¢ soarch ond destroy mission cs part of Operaticn Prul
Roverec IV,

: (13) From 30 Docombor until 2 Jamuary, Bettery C returned to base
camp aftor being veleoosed from OCA 13t Squodron, 10th Cavelry.

(14) From 2-31 Jenuery, Battery € occupicd two positions along route
509 wost of Plcaku City in D5 1st fquadron, 10th Covul:iy, providing sceurity of
route 509. Uhil. in thone »ositions, the battery fired haressing cnd intcrdiction
missions, dofunsive conccntrations, cné registrationss On 25 Jmnucry, tie battery
fired two propcration miosions, a totzl of 296 rounds, in support of 1¢! Lat=
talion, 224 Infentry during Operation Scu Louston.

(15) Frea 3-16 Jeiwery. Battory . occupiod a pesition along route
14B botwenn woute 509 and hizhwey 19 with the mission of Db 1st Somndroan, 10th
Cavelry, to provia: scaurity of route 143 and higiway 19,

(16) Fron 16=-29 January, Battery i occupicd & position ci Grsis in
DS of 1s% Sguadron, 10th Cavalry.

(17) On 29 January, Battery B, 7th Battalion, 13th Artillevy.
attochod to 3d Battalion, 6th Artillexy, moved to o perition approximetely 20
miles ccet of Plesku City along highiay 19 in DS of TF 18t J~italion, 6Sth Armor.

(18) Irom 29-31 Janunary, Bottery L occupicd o position along route

509 west of Ploiku City, in DS of 1st Squadron, 10th Czvelry, providing support
for sccurity of route 509,

o« Training:

(1) Selected personnel. sttended clusses cn ihe M16 rifle held at
3d irigede, 25th Iufantyy Division buse camp on 8 and 9 liovombor,

(2% On 21 Novesher; the headquorinrs battery Sinum mortor scction
fized in supuort of @ jJoant training exercisc with the 77th FA Detcochmert (Rader).

SECTIN IL (€) (OMMANIER 'S OBSERVATIONS AND RECCMMENDLTICIS

Port 1, Observatiens (Lecsons Learned)
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CONFIDENTIAL

, 1 Februcry 1967
SUBJECTs Opor:tional Loport for Qu-rterly Period Inding 31 Jsnuavy '9¢7 (0) 4/

1o (C) Op:reticns:
a. Items Firing Chart (Soales 1/25,000) 6400 mil,

Lizcussions Tactical deploymoent of friendly troops from o fire
base rather thaa by ~onventional nethods roquires that artillory fire dircction
centers inintein o 5400 mil cupability, Standord FDC chart teblos do 1ot pro-

vido 640 mil coverage et mcxtinun ronge vhen the bettory location is plotted in

the conter of the chort,

Obscrvations Ohart tcbles of londnated wood or plywood should be
constructed 42 X 42 inches to feeilitato 6400 mil coverage. Standard firing
charts ooan be festered together to cttain this inercased sizce

be Ifoms TDC personnol.

Discusgions In order for bvottory fire dirocetion centors to mnin-
tain ¢ 24 hour opcrotionnl eapeobility, two computers are required. Under the
ourrent TOE, only onc computer in grade of ES5 (Speciclist) is authorizod as
chief computcr/scction chicf. Consequently, the fire directien officer or chart
operctors cre roguired to function as computers, tims detiacting from the per-
formance of other dutics.

Obsorvition: The TOE for firing batterices edould he chonged to
cuthoriza o chief computcr/seetion chicf in grade E6 and an additioncl computor
in grode 5 (Spooiclist)e
toms Tronsporting 105um 31546 (Bechive) amnmnition

—

Ce

|

Dinzoussions If this amunivion is cerriecd opened in the ready
rocks of the 105mm Howitzer (M08} SP, the constont wovemont of the amamition
in the racks causes undue paint wear, In addition, rhc shifting woight of the
projectilc causes it to seat further into the canistcr, and the roteting band
forces the lip of the cenister to flare out.

Obhserration: One bechive round should bo carried strapned to tho
lozding tray for immediate usc, The remaining bochive rounds should be lopt in
fider conlainers. stored horizontully jin the howitzer, and marked for iderti-
fication to prevent accidental firing vhilc preset on rmszle action.

2, {0) Logistacs:
te Jhiim: Change of tubes for the MO8 howiizor SP.
Discussient Wormal bime to change a tube for the M08 howitzor ia

from 8 tu 12 hours This % accomplished by xemeving the compiete howvitzer
mount essonhly. breech assembly. and removing the tube through the reare

“ CONFIDENTIAL ~
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1 PObru""" 40 7
SUBJECT: Oporctional Repost for Quax tosly Period Eading 31 danusvy 196] (U)

Vhen firirg ‘nttorics ave aupioyod in the field under combat conlitioas, the tube
can be ciwnsd in o peried of 30 nminutes by removing the tube lock at the vear of
the tubo, wnscrowing tic tube and rcmoving it from the front. The ncw tube is
then instnllcd fron tie front using the same procedurc in roversc,

Qbecrvations TFor batterics deployed in combat positions, inbe
changes shcuid a be ‘ccompllsh‘.d by the most repid meens aveilable to prevent pro-
longed howitzor covmtime,

be Items Dust demnge to cortain types of ongincs in Vietnenm,

Discussicn. Lrcessive dust accumdction causcs domege to turbo-

.....

chergers in engine, 8Y71T (GIZ) in {hc 1108 howitzor, &P,

Qbe.xvations Lir bogs should be cleancd doily ond replocced weekly
in order to prove at ¢rsine danogce

3. (C) Others
a. Itoms 4Ii/VRC-12 scrics redios.

Digrussions The now 1.1‘1‘/V'RC-12 scries rudios hive o tendeney to over-
heat during lot weather in spitc of the fact thot they hove an autometic cooling
fan. This problen is partirulerly truc in the 115 armorcd personncl ecervier
wvhere interior huomperoture causcs coastant overhcating of racios cven vhen redios
arc not being uscd.

Obsorvetions ..dditioncl mounts end cobling should bo provided to
allow romeval of the rodios for static position dporation end coolinge The 1113
LPC should alsc be cominped with a ¢eoling fon in the troop comparinent te circu-

lote air azound the exleriov of"the radics,
Pert II, Recormendaticns

1. (U) Opcrctionss Rucormend augmentztion for bettery fire direction
centers,

2. (V) oOthcrs Recommend thot o modificstson kit be providcd for the
1:113 APG in owrder to preperly cool wadio equipment. The modification kit chould
includc additional rwdjo mounts and cablcs for removal of equipment from the
vehicles 4L cooling fan should clso be mountcd for interior compartment cooling,
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C CONFIDENTIAL

AVFL-AT=-52-83 (1 Feb 67) 18t Ind
SUBJECTs CQperational Report of Lessons Learned for (uarterly Period knding 31

January 1967 RCS(CSFOR-65)
HEADQUARTLES, 52D ARTILLuRY GRUUP, APO 96318, 4 Fedb 67
T0: Commending General, I Field Force Vietnam Artillery, APO 96350

1. heference: I FFURCEV Arty msg AVHGC-EH 05300, subjeot: Operational
Report-Lessons Learned for Period Ending 31 Jamuary 1967, dtg 2711352 Jan 67,

2+ 8pelling errors have been corrected with pen and ink.

3. Information is ocurrent and appropriate.
4. Augmentation to battery fire direction centers will be requested by
an'MIOE,

5. Modifieation reeommended in Part IIlj, para 2 will be the subject of
an LIR to be submitted by the 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery.

6. Daily form.l training is held in all unite in fire direction and
firing baitery proocedures to ensure individual and unit proficiency and
accuraoy of fires.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

g oL /’7 "/,/"‘D
,\",—(.A—w--vc’) i~
HENRY H. PETLRS
.« LIC, irty
adjutant
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AVFA«AT=D (1 Peb 67) 24 Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of lessons learned for Quarterly Period
Ending 31 January 1967 (RCS CSPR-65)(3d Bn, 6th Arty) (V)

HEADQUARTERS, I FIELD FORCE VIETNAM ARTILLERY, APO 96350, 19 PFebruary 1967

TO: Comsanding General, I Meld Porce Vietnam, ATTNs AVPA-GC-OLT,
APO 96350

1. (U) Concur in observations and recommendations contained in
basic commnications.

2, (U) The following additional comment is submitted: Recommend
this procedure be evaluated by the appropriste ordnance command, and if
found acceptable, detailed implementing instructions be furnished.

PR THE COMMANDER:

S el
LEO ¥. ELLIS
LTC, Arty
AMJjutant
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AVFA-CC-OT (1 Feb 67) 3d Ind
SUBJECT s (Zp;rational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1967
U ]

HEADQUARTERS, I FIELD FORCE VIETNAM, APO 96350 {3 MAR 1967
TOs Commanding General, United States Ammy Vietnam, AP0 96307

1. (U) Concur with the contents of the Operational Report for
Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1967 of 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery,
and the preceding indorsements with the following comments.

2. (C) Reference Section II, Part II - Recommendations.

a. Reference paragrabh 1t A request for MTOE change must be
submitted by the organization with justification vefore any favorable
personnel action can be taken.

b. Reference paragraph 2: All radios should have the backs
removed, the vanes of the blower motor squirrel cage, and the fins of
the heat exchange cleaned a minimum of once weekly. Proper preventive
maintenance will contribute immeasurably to keeping the radio operating
as cool as possible. The organization should submit an equipment im-
provement recommendation (EIR) on the problems encountered as outlined
in TM 38-750, with changes, dated 15 January 196L.

FOR THE COMMANDERS .

AARLES L. JOHN
CPT, AGC
Asst AG

DYYNGRABED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS

cnﬂfﬁ[ﬂ'ﬂ[\[ OTCLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS,
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AVHGC-DH (1 Feb 67) 4Lth Ind
SUBJECTs Operational Report~Lessons Learned for the Period Ending
31 Jamary 1967 (RCS CSFOR-65)

HEWW? ITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96307

T0: Commander in Chief, United States Ammy, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-OT
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-lessons
Learned for the period ending 31 Jamuary 1967 from Headquarters, 3d
Battalion, 6th Artillery a% indorsed,

2. Reference Paragraphs 1 and 2, Part II, Section II, Page 5: The
action indicated in Paragraphs 4 and 5, ist Indorsement is appropriate.
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 CONFIDENTIAL

,{ GPOP-OT (1 Feb 67) 5th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period Ending
31 January 1967 (RCS CSFOR-65), HQ 3d Bn 6th Arty
HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 @ APR1967

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Davelopment, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in the basic report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

CPI, AGC
Asat AQ

10

REGRADEL uwcmssxr;grg ' -)0-
KATED FROM CLA
IRCLOSURE(S) _ . CONFIDENTIAL




