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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

IN REPLY REFER TO

AGAM-P (M) (21 Mar 68) FOR OT RD 6/X1i: 29 March 1968

SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report - f(iperation DALL:S, 1lth Armored
Cavalry Regiment, Period L7 - 26 Mav 14967 (I

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. Subject report is forwarded as inclosure for review and evaluation
in accordance with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15.

AD 385278

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appro-
priate benefits in the future from lessons learned during current
operations and may be adapted for use in developing training material.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

&7 KENNETH G. WICKHAM -
1 Incl <, Ma jor General, USA )
s i The Adjutant General =¢H}{5ﬁ'35i§§
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US Army Infantry School
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CONFILENTIAL

', HEADQUARTERS, 18T SQUADRON
11TH ARMCRED CAVALRY REQGIMENT
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96257

1. (U) RSFERENCES,

a, OPORD 12-67 (Operation DALLAS (U) dated 16 May 1967 to implement in.
structions received in lst Brigade, lst Infantry Division C(PORD 12-67 (Operaticn
DALIAS) (U) dated 1L May 1967,

b, Maps, Vietnam, 1¢50,000 Series L70L, Sheets 6330 IV, 633l I, II, I,

2. (U) NAME AND TYPE OF OPERATION, The name of the operation was DALLAS and
¥as & scarch and destroy operation conducted in the western portion of WAR ZONE D.

" 33 (U) DATES OF OPERATION, ‘170700 May to 260900 May 1967 (Squadron pertici~
pation),

L. (U) LOCATION, The aros of operations for the squadronis phase of the
operation was conducted in the western portion of WiR ZQNE D, The area was general-
1y northeast of TAN UJEN, in an arca bounded by Route 16 to the wsst, the Dong Nai
River to the south and cast, and the Song Be River in the north and west.

Se (U) CONTROL HPAD ERS, The 1lst Brigade, lst Infantry Division was the
controlling headquarters tor the lst Squadron, 1lth Armored Cavalry Rogiment, The
reporting officer for this report is lieutonant Colonsl Martin D, Howsll, Command.
ing Officer, lst Squadron, llth Armored Cavalry Regiment.

Subordinate commanders during the operation were as follows:

Headquarters and Hoadquarters Troop,

1st Squadron ‘ CPT John E, Bailey

Troop A : CPT John F, Votaw .

Troop B CPT John R, Landry (17 May to 22 May)
Troop C CPT George L. Gunderman

Campany D CPT William C, Chadbourne

Howitzer Battery 1IT Lawrence H, Marine Jr.

1lst Platoon, Air Cavalry Troop MAJ Robert N. Treadway

1st Flatoon, 919th Engincer Cormpany  2IT Anthony T. Power
6. (C) GRMBRAL,

8+ The below indicated organisatiun was the squadrsnfn vasic configuration
for the operaticn, Daily modifications were made to permit rlexibility, but general..

;,1v eath. tz3a hid accons to all elcments of their assipgned task organigation as oute
.noc - :

. adron Contyals
Eowitzer Battor:
Aviatien Sectian
lst Plateon, Air Cavalry Treep, }itk Armored Csva)ry Regument
1sc Platoon, 919th Inmneer (owany

CO NF ' DEN T‘AL Downgraded at 8 year Intervals

Declassificd ofter 12 years

foroT ®RD DOD DIR 83¢0J0

e7x179
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Toam A:

Troop & (=)

Tank Section, Company D
Team B

Troop B

3rd Platoon, Company D
Troop C
Team D1

Company D (=)

2nd Flatoon, Troop A

be Artillery: Direct support was provided by howitser battory with re-
inforcing fires being provided by artillery supporting the lst Brigade.

Ce Amy Aviation:

(1) Pirst Platoon, Air Cavalry Troop flew in direct support of the
squadron, Light and heavy five teams waro used continuously on a daily baeis.
The squadron aviation section provided daily cormand and oontrol coverage over
tho area of operntions, ,

(2) Employment:
Command and oontrol
Aerial fire support

Colunn cover

> 4=t

("]

2aconnaissance
Dawn and dusk patrols of laager areas
Mortar watch

[ U, S T

I~

Suppressive fire rure (Asrial Thundar Runs)
(b) Statistics on support rendsred:
1 Sartics flown = 176 (L3 combat missions)
2 Hours flown - 219

_ \n} Kesultes Aviation elements were credited with two VC XKBA
{>'S;. :ix sbruetures, two morpars destroyed and twan:y-seren ttucturis, one
riorat daniged,  Ammanition expenditures wers 209,000 . ?,62ma vouods .6 - 2 T
s 130« W) conades and 180 smolio grenada: -

Afr Force. Durfig Operation DALLAS, ninetéen TAC Air sorties were flowm.
dtme strikes were prepianned, nine were imadiaton requested for forces in cuns
tact sod ore flare -hip was cdlddd during a mortar attack.

v (Cy INTELLY il

n. Information nvailable to the squadron pricr to initiation o Ooi
atfon DATLAS had prini. 117 been gatherad throsgh agent reports from varivus
‘rurces.  Becausc th urea had not Leen penetrated bv allied forted fer sem
Poga 2
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eight months, it wos diffioult to determine how muoh of the information was re-
liable, In addition, the squadron was not renlly sure how much tr: ik movement
would be restrioted by ths terrain, mines, roadblocks, and impending monsoon
reins, From experience and 1imited aerial reconnaissance, the ccniensuo of the
ground commanders was favorabie, No major changes in mothods of tactical ame
ployment were contemplated. Attention wis initially direoted to a known major
rice route, east to west, generally through the center of the brigade area of
operatians; and possible detuotion and engagement of the VC 273rd Main Force Rege
imont, which was suspected bocruse of the recent attacks on the FTEN HOA and
PHUOC VINH basos. Possible reinforcement by the 271, 272 VC Regirents and the
101st NVA Regimant, meant that the squacron must increase preparednoes in the
two areas:

(1) Avility to reinforce the infantry battalions in the ovent of
major engagements This was accomplished by contimuous serial reconncdssance of
access routes into the infantryts positicn and careful selection of daily areas
of oporations to facilitate immediate reactiam,

(2) Pruteotion against possible, large scals mortar attocks, The
squadron reviewed and strengthened counter-martar procedures and, in retrospect
this was particularlr rewarding,

be lastly, the enemy installation target lists provided by brigade ine
telligonce wore extremely valuable and accurate, On 22 May the squadron ensounte
ered significant enamy resistance at exact target list ooordinates that had been
received through brigade intelligence chamols,

8. (C) MISSION, The lst Squadron attacks north into sector, scizes end
secures two artiliery support bases, Conducts cambat reconnaissance in assigned
AOYs; destroys VG/NWA foroes and installations in eesctor,

9. (C) EXECUTION.
as Manauvere

(1) The lat Squadron was placed under control of the lst Brigade,
lst Infrntry Division on 16 May 1967, and moved into a forward assox:ly area at,
MU 10T on the samo date, The squadron's hrwitser battery was emplacei initially
at FSB A, vicinity YT952251,

The brignds area of operation was divided into six subordinate A0's, W.CO,
ROUSTON, LONOVIEW, AUSTIN, KTLIEN, and DRAGOOK  (See Annex A,) Initially, the
squadron was to operate in Auts WACH, AT™TIM, & KILIEN, shich placed the squad.
rot gensrally in tha center of the brigad: 40, w1l positioned as a rmcbile rease
tion force for the infantry battalions, should thoy oncounter smbstantial oontact,
Howover, the lst Battalion, 15th Infantry was inserted into AO KILIEN, rather
then A0 HOUSTOR and lost KILIER, Howitser Buttery, lst Squadron, 1llth Armored
Cavalry was reemplaced first at FSB B and later at FSB D, This move necessitat-
od limited engineer work on the road betwesr the two fire support bases and the
sQuadron assumod se~urity responsibilitv for srunition convoys along the routes

During (perstion DALIAS, the lst frgacs rcoeived two agent reports shich
located elcments of the 273rd VC Main Furce Regiment in the brigads A0, The
1st Squadron reacted in both instance , locating elements of the 2nd Battalion,
273rd 70 Regimert on 21 and 22 May 1%67.

(2) Thore were ro squadron opcrations condnotod in ecnjunstion
~Lth ARUN forces cering Oriiatlen DILLYR,

(3} Trc cquoadron eome i th: Uollowim, lrc noend platoon eita
mleelens &rt-g Operawdon DALLAS,

(@) Miigetroop .o lian.  abtork (0 Lrcope ;i 1

bY Yroer siec seard o destiey epeiatioo; 24

{2) 7roop sl LZ mouraly missian - 2

W TToop 847 [T soacusity missi-roa 3
Page 3
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(£) Troop d.pomcmn o
(2) Troop sthe engloeer work jerty security:
() Troop eise route security missicne (CPCON Inf)
(1) Troop sise reaction idssionss
(3) Platoon sise search and destroy Menn
(k) Platoon (ocmposite) engineer wark perty security

-~ 0 N e e

missionss 3
(1) Platoon sise pight route olearence missions
(Thunder Rine) ¢ -
TOTAL 5}
elemsnts made contact on edght oub of the fifty-cno missions men-
tioned above, 8ix of thess ocmtacts were light and two ware moderate contaots,
sach lasting spproximately three hours.
10, (C) STNNIFICLNT ACPTON:
17 May 1967
The crossed the 1ine of départure et 170650H May with Tosm B lead-
ing, followed by Team A, Troop O and Teem D, The firet objective, FSB B, was
entered at and secured by Team B and Team D ot 0020, Team o bod

artillery was $0 attempt to seal enamy withdremal routes to the northe
east, During the remainder of the morning and afternocn, Troop B ocnduoted
oporations in the gsnerel ares, A small base camp wes found st PPN,

tained uinor danage and there wes coe S WEA. Ax 1AYS heurs, Treep C found a

VC body, with docments, ad Y1032371. Seurce of Usedtiitts wat Tvaa alesmate of
20d Battalion, 273rd VC Regiment, AL 1535 hoars, T-:y- T 10% v 3suond eriiis
méne, vicinity YT032397, There were po cassaltiss and the AGEY sestairad wod-
erate damage. While swesping the ares, Troop C foumd 3nd detonated & S32uR2 ing
st XTO}7I97.

The squadron's hovitser bat bagen dMsplacamutt traa YR C » NiA D
J151H and closed in Pogition B at 1314 Dours.

Troop A closed in FSB D abd 1434 snd aonduestd vieded ¢ Gastvey speretioms
to the nerth for the remqinddr ef the sftarmoon.

18 Moy 1967
Troops A and C operated in Arvess A and U wlihin AD WA0, Tem 3 eoaduckw
Page b
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tao platoon sise olearing oreraticus north and south of FSB B, Team D conducted
reoonnaissance of a f£o»3 nitc, vieinlty XT975347, which was to be used cm the
mnctecnth duidng movement to sccure o landing sons for the 1st Battelion, 16th
Infant:y.

At 1235 hours, Tecm A found three graves vioinity YT05736h, which eppeared
to te a wock olde Thrae bodies, wrapped in plasitic and dressed in black, were
found in the greven, Again at 1455 hours, Team A found and evacuated 23,000
pouncs of polished rice and 1675 pounds of salte Ab 1555 hours, Teom B evaouat-
ed 150 steel reinfaroing rods, 7 to 8 feet long, thirty shests of tin and 50
pounds of salt, vicinity !‘.‘99&3311. At 1557 hours, Troop C evacuated 3900 powids
of rice fram ooordinatos YT039399.

The only ocontact of the day ocourred at 1745 hours, vioinity YT1SL7LS, when
an observation post from Team A received one round of sniper fire. The oquudron!s
IFT obeerved one VC withdrawing fram this area, engagod him end was credited wita
cne VC KI4 (POSS),

19 Moy 1967

Team A conducted search md destray operations in Area A, AO WiCOp Troop C,
search end destroy operaticns in Arca C, AO MACO; Team D secured a landing sone
(vicinity XT962308) and Team B seourad FSB B, The 2nd Platoom, Tecr B wos placed
CPCON to tho lst Baitalion, 16th Infintry at 1025 hours,

20 May 1967

Team A condusted soarch ard destroy operaticns in 4/19, AO WACO, Tecm B
sacured enginecr work parties alorg the route from FSB B and D, Trecp C conducted
search and destroy cperations in Arca C, AOWACO; and Team D concuctod soerch
and dastroy oporationa in FSB B, There was negative ensmy conteot during tho day,.

Troop A found ¢ -osh groves (lesa than 72 hours old) vicinity YT023377 at
1115 houre, anl a third grave at XT024368 at 1415 hours,

Troop C hit a mino at 1810 hourn, vicinity XT138398, with no US casualtios
and minor damage to ons ACAV,

During the day, L10 pounds of rcck salt, two antitank mines, 3 pound of
documaits, four barrels of diesel fusl, 40O prands of polished rice waro recovone
od and ono CHICOM grerade booby trap #as blowr: in piace.

A Moy 1967

Teznm B attacked north to locats and destruy major units of tho VC (Main
Foroco) 273rd Rogimem, suspected to be locoted vicinity coordinates, XT9743688,

Toun .. and Troop C conducted scorch and destr~oy opearations in Areas A/20,
add C/0, A0 HOUSTCN, rospectively, Tezm D comdurted local search mnd deatroy
opex 1ticns in irea D

Tnem B, operating in conjunction with the 1st Battalicn, 16th Infantry,
searchel the cnatlre “naposted arcs and access routea south with regetive results,
Tooarwy, ot G6GS Loty Troop D wes engrrod by am estimeted aompay of VG bol? .
eod to be ocoupying hasty ambush poxitions., The ambash wvas inttiared with rouket
and automatic wespene fire, 3laymores or2 gremades snd apparcntly was tripped
early by the Cavalry unii. Txtrumaly heevy asti-afrcrafe fire was recsived in
the area by ships, high performante wireraft, and rescue choppers, Cne F-100
(Super Sabre) crashed duriag a nspaln van. & Huskie rescue ehipper was d.wned
by enosy fire, and eventually had te bz destroyed that night. Two Army genships
received 12,7wm hits and had Lo I'c grounded for repairs. The Alr Ferce pllot
wes killed (- teatly, Sbvag € iatn # USAF, who had degu ase
signed adrlier vo'the oqeatrem as a FAG for epproximately 6 months befors baing
reassigred to the Tth ATF 38 BIER HOA) These Alr Force vescue crevasn weve
woundsd and one Axwy ganship trév-2hla¥ vas lightly wounded. US ground forced
sustained flve %HA, noae SoYiews. Inany cssualties were unknown luseslate

;“.I‘ 2
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elratrikes and misslons poured fires 1nto the ares most of the evering, and ar
tillery ocntimed HAT fires throughout the night,
mine

Teams A and D both it s 4uring the day, with megative friendly oasuale
tioe and only light damnge to vehioles in each oase,

In acoordance with texms of the cease fire, the equedron did not emnduct
offensive cpereticns on tids date, Troop C ssowred & FE for the 1s8
A3tb Infantry and Tean B conducted resupply convoy rune frem F3B D %o FS3 Q.

rr artillery, wes drstroyed. In the same genaral ares, 6 aim:tes lator, Troop
Cemw--11 8 annll tank Kdller tean, killing one VC; oapturing *ho RiO-2 lop
e l‘r,gu.'

uum:‘uugyu S081 herro, 783 B was hit with & sesend mevrar
stdezk. éOm worter reunds and eightesn Tlum rewsds foll witwin
the parimeter during the 4 - o ainute avtack. THe squairon Ysmedisbtely taitisted
couster-mortar procedures vhich included artillery cemmteraarinr fivas, Jav.
imeter direct fire, weapons firing, Avey Avistios gwashlp =rbv.iv g ™' ) . ®
{lare/mini-gun mission and an AF Combet Proof wisiita. 1% was astadlidsibed v:i‘ v
$m 2 . J xinutes of the initiatide of the attask, thet Femnds wvars lutesing =o

a target-gun avimuth of 2200 ~ 1900 mils, The combed wreal was ¢+ 20134 raid
instead, the FAC directed sn lmmediate slrexvibe aad “:m «'pl==uy 72 44y Ay
suspectsd target arss vitd wrlnewn pesuite. US casveltlies vers eighteas WMA,
sone seriouply, Xe oqulpsuet was damaged.

)
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During the rio B the dron'ouoondphmot'opemtim
4 (see Amnex B) oa;’:nan::d; no ens;‘;yog::;t 'u.:::o. Yunerous small base oarps
were found and destroyed tut no enemy matorials of significance were unsovereds

. (c) RESULTS:

P S

a, Persomwol Losses: os e
[ 4: 2 19 and 3 (Poso).
VHA - -
voe - -

be Nquipment lossos:
(1) US Losses: MNone

(2) VO Losses:
(a) Weapcms:
n CAPTURED LECTROYED
h RPO-2 Rocket Launchor 2 -
CHIOM Carbine Type 56 1 -
AK<4? Assonlt Rifle 1 -
Rifle 1 -
BAR 1 -
Nauser b -~
M1 1 -
Spare Barrel 1 -
(b) Ammmitions: CAPTURED DESTRGIED
CHIOOM grenadee - %
Cal .0 rounds 200 -
Rifle greradoc é =
RPO=2 rounds ] -
AT dnes k 2
60m mortar rowds 2 -—
AT (nagasines) 2 =
10w et dllery (Y - L
ey oo GO
O Feedtafl
£ 4 e
Roek matt 2335 2% e b
iolithad 3,5k 5 tors — -
s
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e, e A HE

(.d) Misoellanscust

CAPTURED DESTROYED
Documents 10 lbs, - et o
Clothing 86 1bs, —
2y ton truck 1 | emmaeema-
Civilian type diesel fuel = ~ b = 55 gal drums
Steel reinforcing rods 150 1 ton
Copper cable 1 roll (100 ft) weeeme
Tin 30 shosts onancon
8 gas anme 2 = 53 gal drums
ARGl radio parts S 1bs, e

12, (C) LOGISTICS,

a. Class It The equadron contimed to use a 1= and 2=C ration meal/
day oyole during tho operatimn,

be (lasa II & IV: At the end of Operation DATIAS, the squadron was
still short eight ACAVs,

Ce Class III: The squadron used 31,050 gallons of M3AS and 9,300
gallons of diessl during Operation DALIAS, All Class III produsts wore delivore
ed by air.

d, (Jass V: The squadron axpended the following amounts of ammnition
furtng Opurmtdon DATIAS: .

1620 550,000 rounds
«50 Cal 125,000 rounds
Lo 1,500 rounds
90m HE 30 rounds
90ms (Canister) 318 rounds
Hand Oronades 1,200

0, Transpartation: During Operaticn DALIAS, the equadron used 150
CH-!i7 sorties ami eighty-eight UB-1D sortiss to move sppreximately 1,050,000 1bs
of resupply naterial,

13, (C) COMAMIZR!S ANALYSIS,

1
8, Salective extansions of AG!'s to oxploit intalligonce findings =%
tunc.on levol,

(1) Problom: Ci 21 and 22 May 1957, i aguadron vas ¢ soeld 2in
tho rosh ripgnificant contast of Operation DALLAS. Inltial eontact was orhe’ icite
ed at 1700 hours on tiie 2lr%. An exploitive citaek vas lmmnched on tha Zenu L7
4o garadron ard cortd nuoun anntast was maintained throughout the morilnge Pau.
tlctieid frtalligunce revoaled that t's attacking forea had engaged an evtr. .ted
ecrzeny cine aleent Jrom the 2nd Batteli:n, £73rd linly: 3@ Reglimont, Dotuncris
voccecvet Andteatet toachilia nMarioe of sureort elerenta fra;m GGV “owme =)
Lot et unl s Wad C38a Jisg nerie T et ML - 230t v, Md
1ot peruiv cperntions on the 2lth, -t v &Y N ccline RIS LR ¥
the rtrong poenibiliiy that a mjnz YU 323850 rion existed fothal vy Uy rordh
oasy, Ticdrity grid squares, ITS03Y, 9725, or 027, The smativen wauid ho=3

Page 8
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roquired an estimated one or two day extension to thorcughly search this area
Meamhmeoommmopmtmnthmounmdumbatmﬂ
elarknts, However, the squadron was committed to the ON) DONG sesret eres, to
the wost, and could not ontimwe in this area of interest,

(2) Disouseion and Recommendstiomss The squadron's experienoe
during ten months ineocuntry, hos shown that battlefield intelligence reports
provide the most useful informstion for srmared oavalry exploitation, Schade
uling of cavalry employment must provide suffiofent flexibility to permit timo-
1y and thorough reaction to these battlafield intelligence reports, Our oaw~
tined arms team oomposition, rapld reaction oepability, and self sustaining
characteristics, faoilitate such employment,

b Use of stay behind patrols and enemy target lists, Discussion:
The squadron's exparience has shown that the VO repeatedly use old base camps
and oonsistently returned to sites of oontaot, During the initial stages of
an opsration, the enemy installation target list is extremely important, to
establish oontact and verify known installations, Stsy behind patrols and LRRPfa
are extremoly valuable to reestatldsh oontact, trece infiltretion and exfiltra-
tion routes, and possibly capture Flls, .

0y CountersMortar Fire Proveduress Disoussions The squadron has
developed & counterwmortar fire plan, integrating all crganio and oombab support
fire, which was sucoessfully employed during Operation DALLAS cn two ocoasiomae
Prooedures includes Artillery counteremortar fires, direot fire from perimeter
foross (7,62 M3, 50 Cal M3, 50mm HE delay and M=79), light and heavy fire team
gun runs, non~stop mortar watch #lights, AT frdaigan ehips, -ockbet proof
missions, and irmediate airstrikes, Thes: procedures require detailed planning
and exsroise, Othar tactical considerstions are: BEnforcement of overhead oover
polieisa for all, requirements for LP!e/OP'a and APls to cbtain cover from porie
meter direct fire weapons, alert teams to provide information on erator analysis,
Uight discipline and establistment of fire~control and medic perties,

d, 4rtillery Supportt
(1) Problem Arcass

(a) Seriocus maintenance problems were encountered with the
M-109 Howitsers during the reporting period, The lack of replacoment parts pro-
soented the most seriocus problems and a partial list of the most oritical of these
parts are listad below:

1 Seuls for hydroulic systens,

2 Bare evacustor plugs (150 rd 1ife),
3 Mring locks,

4 Detent plungere (1500 rd 1ife),

(b) Soms problem arces on one oecesicn in cbtaining permise
sicn to have one oatiery, firing (0S) for equadran trocpe in omtsot, revert to
(L3) role during ths duration of the contsct,

(2) Dinsussion and recommencationss

(a) The maintenance problers of the 130? Hrri*ser cac ba
alleviated by & greator inpul of mepiseanert parts and nroaned w3 of crinzhge
cortact toamw with a ecorrospariing inoreass in & cenas or wrgonsy tv the teass,
In sddition, then all cix tubes aro onsraddonal, 4% 48 reccrmended ha* oza tube
be adriristrotizcly dandiiirod £ov 12 hours out of every 72 hour pe~iod, for axne
plets matatararoe,

‘D Tha yqusdron revommends MMt Baktecies “L-inc tn (US) of
mansuver battalions/squadrons, revert to ‘DS' of the battallon/squadron astabiidhe
ing significant convact for the duration of the encouater. These :batearivy .-uid
Severt to (C3) rolew ur {iS) of etiwr maneuver battalions, should e nead ard:ca,
by réve citensivé uge of artillery camunications neiverws.
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(c, During Operation DALLAS, VD fi..s were usad extansively v
to cover roads and trails during hours of darkness, These fires supploment \
clsaring tecms and thunder runs, with ocnsidercble sucoess in keeping linas of
coxmundcation open,

(d) During Opesztion DALLAS, we found that initial reser
vations on tho use of 15%m delayed-fuse rounds, to open up fortifications
and installations, were insarrect, We mum.y expacted to encountor a higher
dud~ratio than would be soceptable, In fact the ratio is about the same as that
with fuse QUICK,
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\9 ANNEX B « AREAS (F OPERATION (Phase II),
Operatioti DALLAS

t "\
\ |  ireus worked by the 1st Squadron
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