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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HYEADQUARTERS, 1l FIELD FORCE VIETNAM
APO SAN FRANCISCO 86266

AVFBG-H 15 May 1967

SUBJECT» Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967
(RCS CSFOR-65) (V)

T0¢ SEE DISTRIBUTION

SECTION I
SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITIES
Te Uy Slowmiin

a. During the last quarter, there were three major changes in
the staff and commanders of II FFORCEV.

(1) On 15 Feb brigadier Gensral Robert C. Forbes becams
Chief of Staff. General Forbes was previously the Assistant Division
Comaander of the 9th Infantry Division. He replaced Colonel James H.
Dyeon, who was assigned to the Staff of the Army War College at Carlisle
Barracks, Pa.

(2) On 7 Mar General Frederick C. Weyand bacame the first
Deputy Commanding General of II FFORCEV. The position was established
when the II FFORCEY opesitionsl ares was enlarged, anG II FFORCEV vws
given the additional mission of conducting operations in the IV Coips
Tactical Zone., General Weyand had previously commanded the 25th Infantry
Division simce Auguat of 1964.

(3) On 24 Mar Lieutenant General Bruce Palmer, Jr.,
formerly the CG, XVIII Airborne Corps, hecame Comuanding General of
II FFORCEV. He replaced Lieutenant General Jonathan O, Seaman, who had
commanded II FFORCEV from the date it was redesignated as II Field Force,
Vietnam on 15 March 1966, General Seaman was reassigned as special con-
sultant in the 0ffice of the Chief of Staff of the Ammy.

bs The major change in the force structure of II FFORCEV was
the deployment of wnits to Operation OREGON. These units were tranaferred
to the operational control of III MAF when they closed on 9 April into
I Corps Tactical Zone. The units involved were:
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SUBJECTs Operational Report for Quarterly Parind Bndins 20 April 1387
(RCS CSFOR=65) (U)
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(2) 2d Bn 11th Arty (155T)

(3) 2d Sqdn 11th Ared Cav Regt

(4) 718t Aslt Hel Co
(5) 178th Aslt Spt Hel Co

(6) CoC, 2d Bn 34th Armor

: (7) Co €, 25th Med Bn

The only unit shown as deployed on the troop list (Inocl 1) is the 196th

Light Iufwmiey SoiZ °~. ™ cihom depleymins wers subordinate elements

of units which remained in the III Ccrpa Tactical Zome (cT2). A1l of
the OREGON units have been deleted from the II FFORCEV Orq{er of Battle

(Incl 2) because they are no longer available for employment in the III
CTZ.

The artillery searchlight batteries, one assault helicopter company,

and one essault support helicopter company deployed to II FFRORCEV from
CONTS,

The 7%u 5n, Royal Ausiralian Regiment replaced the 5th Bn, RAR
in the 18t Australian Task Force during April.

Three U3 combat tracker wveams, trained in Malaya, returned to
II FFORCEV. Two were attachei to 25th Inf Div and one to 18t Inf Div.

¢. The overall assigned/attached strength of IT FFORCEV has
: continued $0 increasr. A comparison at the end of the last four re-
= ; porting periods fol_aws 3

| DATE . OFFICER ' WARRANT QFFICER ENLISTED MEN
31 Jul 66 164 23 1024
31 Oct 66 205 29 1450
31 Jen 67 346 39 3107
30 Apr 67 359 36 3503
2
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SUBJECT: Opsrational Report for Guarterly Period gnding 30 April 1967
(RC5 CSFOR=65) (U)

d. I1 FPORCEV Order of Ba.ttle, to inﬂlude lozation and the

Th PV e

CUI‘H’:J.‘UJ. neuuqua.x. W:-'J-ﬂ, 13 sildwn 10 Inclosuns N

e. A skeich showing the III Corps Tastical Zons (CTZ) with
mejor unit CP locations is shown in Inclosure 7. Inclosure 4 is a

sketoh of the IV CTZ.
2. (FOUO) PERSONNLL, HEALTH, MORALE AND DISCIPLIMNE.

a, The personnel situation remains excellent in all units
assigned, sttached or under operational control of I1 FFORCEV. The
ahortege of infantry captains in the 9th Infantry Division is expscted
%0 be solved by the USARV G-1 plam. USARV is transferring captains irom
other units, diverting selected incoming captains, and has made a one
time allocatior. of approximataly 50 captaina from CONUS. The MICE for
TR, II FPORCEY La. wwi Ueven approved. Therefore, it eontinues to he
a challenge to obtain staff officer replacements for the MIOE spaces.
The transition through the period of rotational humps was smooth. He-
placement personnel for TCE spaces were available to provide desired
overlap. Continued emphagis is being placed on ths reduction of
rvtational humps in II FFORCEV units where applicable.

b, On 22 February the headquarters established & ractical CP
at Dau Tieng for contrcl of Opecation JUNCTION CITY.

¢c. Development of the base camp continued satisfactorily.
Consiruction of a 500-man msse hall was completed; construction of gemi-
permanent billets for enlisted personnel is nearing completion; and
temporary on-post billeting for key officer personnel was completed.
Construction has started on an EM Club and a Comemmity Center Building.

d. The following reductions were made in the Loocal Rational

Labor Force:
CATECORY OF WORKERS 51 %7267 50 %'%—67
Direct Hire 319 184
Daily Hire 550 307

This reduction will greatly assist in the Piaster Expenditures Reduction
Program, but it will delay self-help constructiom projects.

3

CONFIDENTIAL

TR AL LR




—=‘§'~
=
&

=
=

CONFIDENTIAL (

AVFDC-H 17 gy 1967
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Ouarierly Period Brding 30 April 1967
(RCcs CsPOR=65) (U)

if

8. The health of the command continuves {0 be exsellent. (Sec
Ssction I1: Diseass and Aeromedioel Evacuation)

i

£+ Troop morale continuss t¢ be high., Activities ineclude:

(1) Complsotion of ons softball field and one permensnt
volleyhall court.

(2) Proourement of USO ghows %o inolude: Nancy Sinatra,
Dale Roberison, Henry Fonda, D'a, USA Jumboree, the Slippary Rozk
String Quartet and four others.

S B TS e e e s

(3) The addition of car sales, film snd porirait section,
ahoe sales and s snack concession in the Post Exchange.

T

g. The Office of the Provoat Marshal had the following
significant activities during the quarter.

(1) Evacuation arrangements were coordinasted with the £9th
Militery Police Group for the movement of 216 Prisoners of War. They wexs
moved from US Porces PW Collecting FPointe to the ARVN III Corps PW Camp
at Bien Hoa. Special evacuation arrangsments were also coordingted
with the PM of I FFORCEV for the movement of 200 PW's from the II CTZ.

‘[‘ il i it I Tt a0

(2) A study vos made to determine the most suitsble

: location for a centralized comtrol point for the exuisy and exdt of imw
= digenous persormel worh iy in the bese ocamp, As a result, a check point
= was eatablished between the 552d Military Folice Company and the 9th
Transportation Company. Plang for the required structwrc wore aubmitted
and approved. Construction is scheduled tc begin in May 67. This will
facilitate the proeessing of indigenous employees and improve socurity
of the base camp ares.

(3) The 3d Quarter FY 67 Offender Statistics Report was
compiled on assigned and attached units. The report revealed increasss
in offenses in five areass AWOL, curfew, paass, off-limits and traffic
violations. These inereases were due primarily to intensified law
enforcement;.

Wil

3. (C) INTELLIGENCE AND COUNTERINTELLIGENCE.

a» Three major operations were conducted by direction of this
headquarters during the reporting period. The intelligence ixformation

4
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AVFEC-K 15 Yoy 1967
SUBJECTs Cpsrationel Repori for Quarierly Period Ending 30 April 1967
(Ros oapoR-&x) (1)

upxon which each of ths operations was baged snd the resulis ¢f sac

¥
...... ~a Tl

have beew summarized. Enemy losses listed ave total losses as of the

oloss of ths operation or the cloee of the yeporting peried, whichever
vas esrlier,

]

(1) Oporation FATRFAX.

(a) Intelligemoo Aspoctas This is a continuing
gparation directed againat the V¢ infrastructure, locel force units
sna installations in end ground the Capital Military District (CMD).
Prior to Opsrmation FATRFAX, deteriorativa of GVN control wua evident
by the W'a inereased freedom of movement throughout the area, an
increase in guerrille strength aud the expansion of the infrastruciure.
QYN control was weak, and large VC units woved with little chanco of
dotection by US or GVN forces. This posed a major threat to the sub-
urbs of Jalgon and o mejor GVN gud US imatellations within Salgon snd
the CMD. The operation bogan on 1 Dec 196€ and wes still in progress
at the nlose of the reporiing period.

(b) PResults: In the last quarter, there were no
largs unii contacte in the CMD., TUB Forces worked closely with the GVN
rilitary and civilisw officials. The major sccomplishment of tiw psriod
yag the eatvablighment of district combinsd imtelligence centers. 4
certer ig joinily opsrated y the U8, ARVH# and GVN forces of the dis~
trict. ITntelligence from all sources i3 rapidly identified, evaluated
and digsgeminated. Optimum results have been obtained bevause of imme~
diate reaction. It is further assumed that the numerous coutacts with
small VC umnits ie having a marked affect on the moramle of the local VC
forces and the infrastructure in the area. Combined intslligence
centers heve been esteblished in three of the districts ipn the oper-
ational area. It is plauned to eastablich centers in the remaining
three districts during the next quarter. During the past three montha
the mission of fperaiion FAIRFAX wea expanded to include all districis

in the CMD., Total enemy losses,; as of 30 April, for Operation FAIRFAX
follows ’

: 1. Persomels 673 VO KIA {(BC), 109 PW, 1,534
detainecn; 36 returnees.

2. Equipment Ceptured: 169 small axms, 1 M-72
LAY (US), 6 machins gum barrels, 13,173 rds smell arms aummunition, 100
artillery and mortar roumnds, 1-55 gal drum of mixed ammmition, 391
grenades, 19 land minss, 9 claymore mines, 18 booby traps, 820 lbs of

TR A R
T T o R T
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AVFBC-H 15 May 1967
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967
(RCS CSFOR-65) (U)

TNT, 177.5 lbs of documents, 18 sampans, 17 outboard engines, 493 lbs
of mwedical supplies, 3 homsmade radios, 1 loudspeaker, 27 amall arma
mogazines, 1 £11gp ¢ditting machine, misc radio parts, 40,850 $VN, 2 AN/
PRC~10 radios, 5 typewriters, 5 sewing machines, misc clothing, 3 gen-
exators, 1680.4 tons of rice, 1,500 empty grenade casings, 200 1lbs of
sluminum sheeting, i truck englne, 1,000 lbs of serap iron, 1 large
smelter, 7 steel plates 4 x 8 £t x 1% in, 156 bottles of penicillin,

12 plowe, 5 shovels, 1 trip flare and 9 M~79 rds.

3. Equipment destroyeds 510 military atruc-
tures, i,868 bunkers, 330 metera of buidcer complex, 14 tunnels, 253
sampans, 1 foot bridge, 76.7 tons uf rice, 2,015 rds of small arms
ammunition, 141 grenadern, 6 artillery and mortar rounds, 147 land mines,
105 booby traps, 16 small bomblets, 1 mhovel, 1 gas mask, 8 baga of
cement, 20 lbs of gunpowder, 894 lbs of TNT, 1 water purification
system, 3 outboard engines and 2 rounds of gmall prms ammmition.

(2) Operation JUNCTION CITY.

(a) Intelligence Aspects: This operation began on
22 Feb in War Zome C (northern Tay Ninh Province). Intelligence was
developed prior to the operation from agent reports, captured documents,
PW's and ralliers. It indicated that HQ's COSVN (Central Office South
Vietnam) and the 9th VC Div were utilizing this area as a safe haven,
training area and a rest and recuperation center. COSVN is the supreme
headquarters for the VC in South Vietnagm. During the initial planning
phases, the operation was directed against the VC 9th Div and instal=-
lations located in the wastern portion of the Zone. Immediately prior
to the begirming of the operation, a reorientation was necessary be-
cause elements of the 9th Div moved out of the planned area of opera-
tion. The reorientation directed FWMAF forces to northern War Zone C
against COSVN. Two deception operations were conducted prior to
JUNCTION CITY to cover the troop movement and logistical buildup in
the area adjacent to War Zone C., Operation GADSDEN was conducted by
the 25th Inf Div againet the VC 271at Regt ir the extreme western
portion of War Zone C along the Cambodian border. The 1st Inf Div
conducted TUCION in the area east of the Michelin Rubber FPlantation
against the VO 2724 Regt. During the initisl phase, FWMAF forces had
sporadic contact with elements of the 70th Guard Regt. HQ elements of
COSVN moved to the vicinity of the Cambodian horder (XU 1503) and to
eastern War Zone C., Indications of the 2724 VC Regt and 101st NVA Regt
of the 9th VO Div moving into the area of operations were confirmed by
the following contacts: 28 Feb 67 (XT 2973) 24 Bn, 1015t NVA Regt;

6
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10 Har 67 (XT 2878) 272d VC Regt; and 15 Mar 67 (XT 2778, XT 2868)
1018t RVA Regt and 237 Arty Bn. These attacks marked the first knorm
uge of 120um mortars in the III CTZ and gave indications that the VC
would use larger forces to defend safe havens from FWHAF forces. Based
on the new disposition of the 9th VC Div, FPhase II was increased in
size and directed againat the HQ's and Regte of the 9th VC Div. During
this phase, two mejor contacts were mda. On 21 Mar 67 (XT 3872), the
2724 Regt attacked a fire support base of the 3d Bde, 4th Inf Div. VC
logses were over 600 VC KIA (BC)., On 31 Mar 67 (XT 4365), the VC 271st
Regt and 18t Bn 70th Guard Regt attacked elements of the 1st Div. VC
losses: 585 KIA (BC). These attacks are of major significance because
they marked the first regimental-sized attacks against US forces in III
CTZ. This indicates the importence the VG placed on War Zome C as a
safe haven. Om 20 Mar the 273d VC Regt attacked elements of the 3/5th
Cav along RT 13 (XT 7645). This is also interpreted as being a major

VC attack in support of the WC 9th Div within War Zome C. JUNCTION
CITY continues.

(b) Results: Large quantities of documents were
captured which have provided valuable information on recent changes in

the VC organization and intentions for fujure operations., COSVN, the

VC 9th Div and other VW units suffered severe personnel and material
losses. Fnemy losses as of 30 April:

1. Personnel: 2,724 VC KIA (BC), 34 PW, 137
returnees and 64 detainees.

2. Equipment Captured: 491 individual wespons,
95 crew-served weapons, 22,080 rds of small arms ammunition, 148 rds of

artillery and mortar ammnition, 68 rds of recoilless rifle ammunition,
20 land mines, 3 claymore mines, 299 grenadea, 40 lbs of explosives,
1175 tons of rice, 4.7 tons of salt, 2,2 tona of sugar, 1 set of
signal operstions instructions (SOI), 5 US radios, 2 Chinese Communist
radios, 3 radios of unknown origin, 41 \q_ivilian radios, 1 public ad-~
dress set, 9 loudspeakers, 2 telephone switchboards, 4 transformers,

2 dynamos, 17,361 flashlight batteries (BA-30), 6,000 £t of copper wire,
35 miles of telephome wire, 17 field telephones, 5 civilian type tele-
phones, 5 generators, 205 vials of madicine, 25 protective ges masks,

10 typewriters, 5 projectors, 3 printing preasses, 1 mimeograph machine,
22 cameras, 2 itape recordars, 2 tapes, 201 rolls of exposed film, 2,000
feet of unexposed film, 3 sewing machines, 5 gusoline engines, 1,221 lbs
of documents, 641 lbs of medical supplies, 18 medical kits, 12 flare

pistols, 2,200 1bs of field gear, 1 ton of propagunda materisl and 645
1bs of clothing.

.
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Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967
(RCS CSFOR-~65) (M)

3. Matorial destiroyed: 5 crew=gerved weanona,
78.370 rds of sm5ll wron ammunition, 601 artillery and moxtar xounds,
695 rds of recoilless rifle ampunition, 375 land mines, 93 claymore
wines, 6,275 hand grenades, 17 bomba, 166 bomblets, 1,245 lbas of sxplo-
sives, 1,550 blasting caps, 6,210 meters of detonating cord, 693.1 tons
of rice, 5.9 tons of salt, 7.2 tons of dried fish, 1,671 gals of cooking
oil, 4,122 bunkers, 1,414 military structures, 72 tunnels, 2,659 gals of
POL products, 124 bicyeles, 47 oxcarta, 473 sheets of tin, 1 bridge,
790 1lbs of clothing, 600 yds of eloth, 808 wmiforms, 205 vehiocle tires,
13 civilian radios, 4 telephones, 3 gas engines, 3 sewing machines, 5
rice husking machines, 32 sawpans, 20 protective gas masks, 10 flare
pistols, 50 lbs of opium and 7 claymore mine test set.

(3) Operation MANHATTAN.

(a) Intelligence aspects. MANHATTAN was launched
on 23 Apr 67 in the area between the Michelin Plantation and the Iron
Triangle of Binh Duong Province. The mission was to locate and destroy
elements of the headquarters of the Military Region 1V, GP 83 COSVE
Bear Sexrvicea, local units and the VC infrastructure, Intelligence
gained during Operation CZDAR FALLS (Jan 1967) plus reports of con-
tinued enemy liaison and supply activities provided additional evidence
that this area was a major VC headquarters and supply base in the III
CT4. Their destruction was vital to the continuved success of the
Revolutionary Development program and the election campaign in the
gurrounding areas. The destruction would also eliminate a major VC

safe haven from which harrassing and terroristic activities were being
directed.

(b) Resulte. Operation MANHATTAN maintained the
pressure on the VC administrative and logistical systems that was
initiated during operations ATTLEBORO and CEDAR FALLS. MABHATTAN
continues. Results as of 30 April:

1. Persounels 106 VC KIA (BC), 14 PW and 74

detainees.

2. Equipment Captured: 192 tons of rice, 150
3anteen covers, 139 amall arms, three 50 caliber machine gun barrels,
1 ¥-79 round, 1 grenade launcher, 1 civilian type radio, 1 tape recorder,
1 miercphone, 922 uniforms, 2 sewing machines, 6 RPG-2 rocket launcher
rounds, 50 rolls of sheet metal, 19 bicycles, 267 lbs of documents, 1
case of M16 ammo, 700 packages of transistors, 8 mines, 7 bomblets, 126
grenagdeg, 2 US generators, 600 rifle grenade casings, 1 diary, 10 bot-
tles of penicillin, 2 drill presses, 1 barrel of carbide, 3 outboard
motors, 10 grenade castings, 4 protective ge~ .usks, 1 soldering torch,
5 lbs of rivets, 12 oxcarts, 2 rice milling machines, 1 blood pressure

CONFIDENTIAL




R

f

i

mlmnmwmmmmmmm hﬂw WN

CONFIDENTIAL

AVFBC-H 15 May 1967
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967
(RCS CSFOR-65) (U)

gauge, 51 1bs of clothing, 193 1lbs of medical supplies, 8 rds of
ardillery and wortar aukiGy 7 Greweserved weapons, 47,817 rds of smalii

arms ammo, 600 £t of electric wire, 1 typewriter, 200 bolte of cloth,
1 wristwatch, 1 flag, 3,140 ft of communications wire, 1 ice box, 1 sam-
pan, 500 batteries and 2 printing presses.

3. Material destroyed: 196.7 tons of rice,
500 lbs of salt, 60 baga of cement, B89 booby traps, 350 claymore mines,
14842 grenades, 930 bunkers, 64 claymore mine casings, 34 banagalore
torpedos, 182 military structures, 24 tunnels, 93 land mines, 1,089
artillery and mortar rounds, 176 bomblets, 13 bombs, 183,174 rds of small
arms ammo, 16 rds of M-79 ammo, 468 lbs of clothing, 2,760 lbs of dried
fish, 15 bicycles, 1,000 burlap bags, 2 typewriters, 3 sampans, 30 nds
of RPG-2 ammo, 15 shaped charges, 32 claymore mine kits, 1 cutboard
wotor, 3 anvils, 1 sledge hammer, 30 uniforms, 453 1lbs of explosives,
65 gals of kerosene, 250 sheets of tin, 1 lathe, 500 gals of cooking

oil, 25 canteens, 1 printing press, 1 generator, 300 lbs of lime and
1,500 1bs of cement.

b. Intelligence Collection.

(1) During the quarter, Intelligence Collection areas
(ICA) designated in the II FFORCEV Intelligence Collection Plan,
dated 28 Jan 67, were reviewed. Some areas were considered unsatis-
factary because the ICA boundaries did not follow the established GVN
Province/District boundaries. New ICA boundaries will correspond with
existing GVN boundaries and the boundaries of PWMAF tactical areas of
interest. This will also assist in the correlation of intelligence at
both the Provincial Intelligence Coordination Centera (PICC) and District
Combined Intelligence Centers. :

(2) The Source Control Registry esteblishod at this head-
quarters has been used for approximately three months. During this
period, all II FFORCEV tactical Military Intelligence Detachments have
used the registiry to check the authenticity of their vaid informents and
to insure that the informant wasn't working for enother agency, thereby
receiving double payment. All users have evalusted the wsefulness of
the registry, and it has been decided that it is superfluous. This reg-
istry merely duplicates existing ones at highe~ headquarters. There-
fore, the registry at this headquarters is being eliminated.

ce Desoription and Recapitulation of Enemy Order of Battle.
(1) Description.

9
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(a) The Central Office of South Vietnam (COSVN) is
the supremé military/political headquarters for the V€ in 3outh Vietnam.
The VC divide the texrritory of both North and South Vietnam into mili-
tary regions. All of Military Region I and IV and the Rung Set Special
IMilitary Region II, south of Saigon, and two of the three provinces of
the recently verified Military Region X lie inside the III CT%. The
boundaries are shown in Inclosure 5.

1. In 1966 the Rung Sat Special Zone was known
as Military Region X. However, it has been recently verified that a
new Military Region X has been created. The newly created Region lies
along the Cambodian border and provides the VC a stronghold area with
access into Cambodia. The Region is frequently referred to as the South-
western Highland Militery Region. The new Region conaists of one prov-
ince previously in Military Region I (Binh Long) and two provinces from
Military Region VI (Phuoc Long and Quang Duc). With the activation of
the new Military Region X, the command element for the RSSZ has appar~
ently been downgraded. The Rung Sat area is now referred to ams SROUP
(DOAX) 10. Its specific relationship to the surrounding regions has
not been confirmed, However, there are indications that it is suwbor-
dinate to MR II.

2. The remainder of Militaxry Region I is also
known as T1, MR7 and the Eastern Nembo Military Region.

" 3. Military Region IV is the zone around the
Saigon-Cholon-Gia Dinh area. It is also lmown as T4 or the Saigon-
Cholon-Gia Dinh Special Zone.

(b) During the reporting period, the boundaries of
the VC m:.litary regions and provinces have been altered somewhat in the
III CT2. As cited above, the major alteration came with the formation
of MR X. At the provincial lewel, there are indications that a re-
organization has occwrred with the formation of Long-Ba-Bien Province
by combining long XKhanh, Ba Ria and Bien Hoa Provinces. However, at
this time, this reorganization remains unconfirmed. The VC and the
GVN province boundaries do not coincide, nor do they define the same
geogrephical aresa by the same name.

(2) sSignificant Order of Battle Developments.

(a) The 524 NVA Regiment has been dropped from the
Order of Battle. This action was based on analysis of captured docu-
ments and information from a rallier. He stated that the 52d NVA Regi-
ment had been deactivated to provide replacements for other main force
units, particularly Cong Truong 9 (9th Div).

10
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(b} Analysis of captured documents indicate that
the 69th Artillery Regt has been reorgunized. The first battalion of
the 69th VC Arty Regt, 235, has changed its cover designation to the 52d
VC Arty Bn. It is believed to be a composite artillexry battalion with
a strength of 300. The second battalion, 237, has apparently been dis-
banded. The third battalion, Z39, has been carried by II Field Force
Order of Battle as a umit attached to the Combined Artillexry Group of
Cong Truong 5 (5th Div) since 23 Oct 66. It now appears that this bat-
talion was permanently assigned to Cong Truong 5 and formed the nucleus
for the Combined Artillery Group of that division. The 4th Bn of the
69th VC Arty Regt, 241, was deactivated. The men and equipmemt were
reassigned as Combat Support elements for the battalions and specimlized
units of the 2724 VC Regt in Dec 64. The fifth Battalion, 243, was
combined with Infiltration Gp 529 and redesignated the 56th VC Arty
Battalion. This is an anti-aircraft battalion with a strength of 400.
In early 1966 a new combat support battalion was formed. It was com-
posed largely of personnel from the D20B Infiltration Gp. This bate
talion ig uow knowa as the 568th VC Arty Bn and is presently the third

baitalion of the 69th VC Arty Regt. It is probably a composite bat-
talion with a strength of 400, ’

(6) A replacement training and convalescent unit
has been identified by analysis of captured documents. It is desig-
nated as B525 and is located in Cambodia. This unit has a total
strength of 8500 personnel in the following categories.

800 Cadreamen
700 Convalescents
950 Sick and wounded

3050 Personnel for Task "X* (Task "X" is believed to be
associated with Cong Truong 9).

3000 Personnel deaignated recruits "C". (Believed to be
individuals of Vietnamese origin who reside in Cam-

bodia, Laos and Thailand and are required to perform
2 weeks military duty annually).

8500

11
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B-525 is in a secure area, imamune to attacks by Free World
Military Assistance Forces., It is available to train and supply umits
on an aresa or unit basis.

(d) Tianslation of captured documents reveal that
the 70th Guard Regt has been deactivated., The headquarters was elim-

inated; the personnel were reassigned to the remaining three battalions.
The 1at Bn of the 70th Regt has been placed undexr the control of the

Military Staff Department of COSVN. The other battalions were placed
under the control of sectors.

This reorganization of the 70th Guard
Regt does not change its primary mission. It provides security for
the administrative and rear service elements of COSVN. The o

does provide the lMilitary Staff of 00SVN with a consolidated m
battalion.

(e) The 76th Beplacement Regiment was recen%ly sc-
tivated in the Quang Duc/Phuou Long Province border area.

Captured
documents revsal that the mission of this unit is to receive infil-
tration groups and personnel released from hogpitals.

According to a
rallier and captured documents, cadre from the 680th Tng Regt were used
to form the 76th Replacement Regt.

(f) Acoording to captured documents, Group 85 Rear
Services element has been reactivated.

It hes been deaignated to
assume some of the tasks currently assigned to ERear Services Group 82.

Group 85 was previously the rear services group for Binh long Province.
Analysis of documents indicates that Group 82 has the rear service
responsibility for Binh Long Province east of Highway 13.

Group 85
vill probably assume the rear service responsibility for the remainderx
of Binh Long Province.

(3) Recapitulation.

(a) The VC Provinces of Military Regions I, 1I, IV,
VI, and X control 35 local force companiaes and 27 local force platoons
in the III CTZ. _

(b) within the III CTZ there are seven confirmed
local force battalions located in four VC provinces of MR 1 and MR 2.

There are six local force battalions subordinate to six different
districts in MR 4. The seven local force battaliorns located in MR 1
and 2 ares

12
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local Force Bna e vings
Phu Loi Bn Thu Dau Mot Province
(GVF Binh Duong)
24 Independent Bn long An Province
506th Bn Long An Province
: 14¢h Bn Tay Ninh Province
7 D445 Bn Ba Bia Province

controlling headquarters are:

Dong Nai Bn (aka D80O)

18t Bn IR 4

8th Bu (combat eupport) MR 4
C44 Sapper Bn .

1st Guard Bn

69th Artillery Regt (aka U80)
2734 Regt

Dong Thap II Regt

2718t Regt

2724 Regt

13

CONFIDENTIAL

Ve in Force Bns and/or Regts

(GVN Phouc Tuy Province)
2d Guard Bn Tay Ninh Province
%4 Guard Bn Tay Ninh Province

(c) There are five VO main force battalions and 11
main force regiments operating in the III CTZ., These uniis and their

Controlling HQ
MR 1

MR 4

MR 4

MR 4

COSVN

COSVN

COSYN

MR II

Cong Truong 9 (9ta Div)

Cong Truong 9 (9th Div)

Wie 10,

Davedvildtan, o
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274th Regt Cong Truong 5 (5th Div)

275th Begt Cong Truong 5 (5th Div)

(d) Thero are four Forth Vietnamese Army Regimentis
operating in the III CTZ2, These xegiments are:

NVA Regiments Controlling HQ

101 NVA Regt Cong Truong 9 (9th Div)
165 NVA Regt Cong Truong 7 (7th Div)
141 NVA Begt Cong Truwong 7 (7th Div)
84A Artillery Regt COSVN

(e) See Inclosure 6 for sketch map of enemy locations
in 11X CT% as of 30 April.

(f) The following is a list of only those VC Main and
iocal force battalions which are located in the 9th US Division's current
Operational area in IV CTZ:

BATTALION SUBORDINATION
261at VC Inf Bn/DT-1 VC Regt MR-2

263d VC Inf Bn/DT-1 VC Regt MR-2

306th VC MP Inf 5n MR-3

518th VC MF Inf En MR-2

5018t VC LF Inf Bn ) Vinh Binh Province
5024 VC L¥ Inf Bn Kien Phong Province
504th VC LF Inf Bn Kien Tuong Province
D509 VC LF Inf Bn Vinh Binh Province
514th VC LF Inf Bn Dinh Tuong Prevince
516th YC LF Inf Bn Kien Hoa Provimce
D857 VC LP Inf Bn _ Vinh Long Pz-;v&me

1 |
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(g) Sec Inclosure 7 for a sketeh map of all principal
énemy unit locations in IV 1% and tha Ok 1o D .

v Divisidu's upurational area
a8 of 30 April.

4) Sumiary of recent Activities:

(a) During March the VC Cong
tr conducted regimental soale
in the War Zone C. A counterswoep operation is
action taken during a FWMAF offersive operation.
offensive or defensive, active or rassive, in nature. During operation
JUNCTION CITY, the following units were engaged in coun

tions: Elements of COSVN, the 18t Guard Bn, the 273d VC Regt: and
elements of the 9th V¢ Div, the 271et, 272d VC Regts and the 101st NVA
Regt.,

Truong 9 Division (9th

countersweep operations

defined as any VC re-
The reaction may be

Div) and other uni

(b) The principal activity of the 5th VC Division
has been harassment of friendly outposts and limited sweep operations.,
On 31 March an unidentified element of the 5th VC Division conducted an
ambush against an LRVN convoy near the towm of Gia Ray at YP6206. It

appears that the 274th and 275th VC regiments have shifted into opera-
tional areas northeast of their previous bese areas.

(¢) The 7th NVA Division has moved from Phuoe Long
Province to War Zone C. It is suspected that the 7th Division will

assume the security mission for war Zone C, thus freeing the 9th
Division for offensive operations.

(d) Military Region IV condue
rorism and limited countersweep operations with its eight battalions.
On 26 Feb the 1st Bn of M 4 and a local force company made contact
with an ARVN unit in the Filhol Flantation. The VC suffered 141 KIA
(BC). The other battalions of MR II have generally restricted them-
selves to local small-scgle actions. It appears that Operation FAIRFAX
has pushed the battalions out of their normal areas of operation.

ted ha:éassment, ter-

(e) The 506th and the 24 Independent Local Force Bn
launched several mortar and ground attacks against GVN outposts in the
past three months. In March and April 262 V¢ from the 506th were killed
in two engagements with elemen:

ments of the US 9th Div. The D445 Bn of Ba
Ria Province, the

Fhu Loi Bn.of the Tau Dau Mot Province, und the 14th
3n of Tay Ninh Province we

re; net encountered in any major contacts dur- )
ing the reporting period, ) :

(f) Elements of the 24 Bde, 9th US Div, have had
sporadic contact with VC Local Force and guerilla units since the

beginning of Operation PALM BE CH." No major contact has taken place to-date.
CONFIDENTIAL
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However, with continued US operations, more frequent and larger scale
ngagements way he evpentad (See Inclosure 7 for knemy OB).

[{3

(5) Tactica:

(a) 4An emsmy document captured during Operation
JUNCTION CITY stated that during 1967 lerger scale attacks would be
conducted than in the previous year. The 9th VC Division and the 273d
VC Regt mounted regimental-sized attacks throughout the month of March.
This tactic of mass attack cost the VC approximately 1,800 dead (Body
count). There has been no indication since March whether or not this
tactic has been reevaluated in light of the heavy losses sustained.

(b) The formation of Military Region X is another
attempt by the VC to develop a relatively safe, secure base area along
the Cambodian Border from which to launch operatione. This base area
is a point of entry for persomnel and materisl from Cambodia, and it
is an avenue of escape to their sanctuary in Cambodia.

%
E
E
=
E
%
:
E
g
%
E

(¢) For other tactical trends of the enemy see
Inclosure 8.
t ] d. VC battle losses:
y FEB 67
£ VC KIA VC KIA DETAIN- iy RD BIDG  TONS
o (3c) (PoSs) PW uES SA WPNS AMMO MD DEST  RICE
; - 993 78T 13 417 299 26 33,294 920 655 11,640.T1
o MAR 67
4 : 2,898 700 55 1,265 454 82 49,021 1,091 1,154 868.25
APR 617

L.476 729 131

895 _654 715 _24,006 _ 630 1,058 _ J33.26
5,387 2,216 285

2,571 1,407 183 106,321 2,691 2,865 13,242.22

The actual strength of main force wnits cannot be equated to
battlefield losses due to two variables. Normlly, supporting and
local force unitas accompany main force units into battle, and the desd
cammot be sorted according to unit. Sscondly, there is a variation in
the time required for a unit %o recoup ita losses, and this time ia
steadily decreasing. Previously replacements were locally recruited,
untrained personnel. Recently, treined infiltrators are providing an

-
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= lucreaging percentage of the revlavement pool. Therefore, the time
, required for a unit to become combat ready a.ter suffering severe lossesa
is steadily donreasing. VO lossss wevely reiiect a Loes in manpower

assets, bui they are not an accurate measure of unit streng 'k for a
given unit at a specific time.

€. Enemy capabilities and vulnerabilities and relative
prorability of adoption at the end of the quariar.

(1) Capabilitiess

(a) Attucks

Js The enery is capeble of attacking in Tay
Ninh with elements of the Tth NVA and 9th V¢ Divisionsa.

2. The enemy is capable of attacking in Binh
Long Province with elements of the 271st, 2724 and the 101a%t NVA

Regiments,

I NV e g s

3. The enemy is capable of attacking in Binh
Tuy, Pmoc Tuy ané southern long Khanh Province with elements of the

274th and 27%%h V¢ Regiments.

+« The enemy is capable of attacking in Phuce
Long, Binh long end Tay Ninh Provinces with elemen*s of the Tth NVA
Divieion,

[ T

A

5. All seven battalions of MR IV could bLe
employed in a.ttaok.s ageinsy GVN unitas, outposts and instsllations in
their assigned districts.

6. The VC are crpable of attacking in long An
Proviace with elements of the DI II Regt, 2d Incependent Bn, and the
%506th IF Bn and five local forre companies. ,

L. The V0 are capable of attacking in Hau
Nghia Province with elements of the DT II Regt and two dbattalions of

MR IV,

8. In the IV (T2 province of Dinh Tuong, the VC
ars capatle of mounting a miltibattalion-size operation against elements
of the 9th US Div using the 514th LF and the two battalions of the Dong
Thap I Regiment (the 261et and 263d MF Bus).

17
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(b) Detends

1+ The VC ean defend in Tay Ninh, Binh Long
and Binh Duong Provinces with the 9th VC Div and the 70th SBecurity
Regiment.

2+« The VC can defend in Waxr Zone D with elements
nf the 2718t Regt, assisted by the DBOO Battalion and possibly the 141st
NVA Regt (aka 14th Regt).

: 3+ The VC ocan defend in Fhuoec long Province
with elements of the 7th NVA Div.

4. The enemy can defend in Long Khanh and Phuoc
Tuy Provinces with the 5th VC Div.

(c) Beinforces The ¢nemy can reinforce lLis attack
or defense in the northern III CTZ with three separate battalions from
the 11 CTZ and in the southern IIT CTZ with one regiment from the IV
CTZ within three to ten days after commencing movoment.

(2) Relative Probability of Adoption:

(a) 5th VC Div:

J. Attack friendly posts and troops iz Fhuoc
Ty, Binh Tuy and long Khanh Provinces primarily along Route 1, 2
and 15,

2. Disperse in the face of friendly operations.

3+ Defend safe areas in the May Tamo and the Hat
Dich areas supported by the D445 LF Bn and local guerrillas,

4. BReinforce with elements of the 7th NVA Div.
(b) 7th VC Divs

1. Defend positions, logilstical instellations
and infiltration routeg in zonse.

2. helocate elemeats to Waxr Zones C and D to
reinforce traditional V¢ gtrongholds.

2e Attack friendly poats and troops and inter-
dict Highways 13, 14, 1 and 20 with elements of the 7th VC Div in
Phuoe long, Binh Loag and possibly Tay Nixh Province.

- 1
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(¢) 9th VC Div:e

1+ Attack friendly troops and outposts in Binh
Long Province with elements of the 271st, 2723 and possibly assisted
by the 2734 VC Regt.

2+ BReinforce present units with elements of the
7th NVA Division.

3. Attack friendly troops and posts in Tay Ninh
and Binh Duong Provinces with the elements listed in (1) above.

4. Withdraw to alternate positions or disperse
into small groups.

(d) local Force and Guerrillas:
1. Attack:

g Continue harassment of ARVN, RF/FF and
US installations with small arms and mortar fire at any time.

_b_o Interdiot Highwm 1, 4, 5, 13, 15 and
Provineial Routes 2, 16, 333, 334, 335 by all available means to in-
clude the use of ambushes, mines, rosdblocks and harassment of instal-
lations along all routes.

¢+ Attack any weakly defended hsmlet, vil-
lage or post at any time. '

4. Support political objectives by conducting
guerrilla, terrorist and subversive activities in areas under RVN
control.

e+ Conduct diversionary operatioms.

2., Defend logistical installations in areas of
operations.

3. Reinforce by conscription of eligible man-
power and temporary labox.

4+ Withdraw by dispersing and assuming the cover
¢f legitimate citizens.

19
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4. (C) OPERATIONS, PLANS AND TRAINING.

a. During the quarter, 17 military operations (battalion-size
or larger) were condructed againet the Viet Cong in the II FPORCEV zone
of operations by units under the control of this hsadquarters. The
zone is defined as the III CTZ, Gia Dinh Province, Bung Sat Special
Zone and operational areas in the IV CTZ2 as directed by COMUSMACY.
During the previcus auarter, 63 battalion or larger sized operations
wvere conduoted, Cn the surface, 17 operations for this quarter would
appear to be a drop in the number of operations; however, two of the
operations during this quarter were mltidivision invelving 31 US
meneuver battalions in JUNCTION CITY and 17 in MANHATTLN.

b, Analysis and Bvaluation of the guartex.

(1) The past three months can be evaluated as the gquarter
in which War Zone C ceased to be an inviolable sanctuary for VC/HVA
forces. In addition, main force unite received erippling losses in their
efforts to blunt the 11 FFORCEV invesiou of War Zone C. Elements of
COSVN can no longer regard this area as a safe haven from which to con-
trol Ve activities in the IIX CTZ. The establisbment of CIDG camps, the
construction of C-130 airfields, and the upgrading of roads in War Zone
C provided valuable assets for future operations in the area. The CIDG
caups will be used as bases for long range reconnaissance, guerrillas
and CIDG forces. From these bases, they can interdict VC lines of
commnications, restrict V' movements and gather valuable intelligence.
The improved roads and airfields will be used by Free World and ARVN

units to rapidly reenter War Zone C and exploit intelligence gathered by
these smaller forces.

(2) whnile the bulk of IY FFORCEV forces was engaged in
War Zone C, the 9th Infantxry Division was sable to steadily improve its
position in long An, Gia Dinh, and Dinh Tuong Provinces; even though, one
of its brigades was committed to Opsration JUNCTION CITY. Significantly,
the VC did not ircorease their activity in the populated areas while major
US forces were absent. This permitted the 9th Infantry Division to con-
tinue development of bases at Pong Tam and in Long An Province on
schedule with a minicmm security force. The 199th Infantry Brigade pur~
suad Operation FAIRFAX in three districts of Gia Dinh Province with

minor VC opposition. As a result, IX FFORCEV expanded FAIRFAX to in-
clude all of Gim Dinh Province.

(3) In sumary, major US forces were committed to the very

20
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successful campaign of JUNCTION CITY and MANHATTAN in the jungle of
War Zone C without any major VO reaction againat ARVN or the US coen-
omy of force units remaining in the populated areas of III and IV CTZ.
Some major base camp wore harassed but not seriously attacked, There-
fore, it would appear that large Free World and ARVN forces can ¢ con-
centrated for major operations lasting several weeks provided economy
of force elements are active in their asreas and keep the local VC off
balance. During the quarier, iwo of the three significant operations
took plase in War Zone C.

¢ Three gignificant operastions were conducted during the
quarter. Two were multidivision operations: JUNCTION CITY and MAN-
HATTAN. The third operation was titled PORTSEA. It was a joint oper-
ation with TS and ARVN troops under the control of the 18t Australian
Task Force.

(1) Operation JUNCTION CITY was conducted in three phases.
Phagse I was initiated by II FFORCEV on 22 February. It was the largest
military offensive of the Vietnamese war. The operation was designed to
clear (western) War Zone C of enemy forces and installations. The
primaxry objective was the destruction of COSVN, The area, which has been
a major Communigt stronghold for the past 20 years, is only 75 miles NW
of Saigon. The operation was launched following an extensive preparation
conducted primarily by Air Force B-52 and close air support aircraft.
It was a coordinated airmobile, airborme and ground assault to seal off
escape routes into Cambodia and the easterm portion of War Zone C. On
D-Day eight infantry battalions from the 18t Infantry Division, 173d Air-
borne Brigade and the 196th Infantry Brigade (lLight) aonducted airmobile
assaulis. This was in conJunction with a parachute assault dy the 24
Battalion, 503d Infantry to initiate the seal of the north and east por-
tion of the objective area. Simultaneously, the 25th Infantry Division
moved one brigade into blocking positions in the west. At the same time
the 25th aleo positioned units in the south for an attack to the north.
With the seal complete, the objective area was ringed by a "Horseshoe!
of US Forces. The combined elements of the 25th Division and the 11th
Armored Cavalry Regiment then thrust northward in an attack through the
open end of the "Horseshoe." On D+2 Tagk Force Alpha, consisting of
two Vietnamese Marine Battalions, conducted an airmobile operation into
the northwestern sector of the "Horseshoe." The task force swept
through its assigned zonme without major VC contact. Meanwhile, elements
of the 25th Div and the 11th ACR continued their attack northward.
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They mothodisally seaivhed the objective ares and subsequently made a
westward swing to entrap enemy forces in the northwest corner of War
dome C. Simificant results of Phase I included the opening of over
100km of roads and the construction of two C-130 airatrips and ome CIDG
camp.

Phase II of Operation JUNCTION CI?Y was launched on 18 March, II
FPORCEV redeployed its forces to attack the VC who had moved into the
eastern part of War Zone C Quring Phase I. In a series of coordinated
airmobile and ground asssults, the st Infantxy Divieion, the 173a Air-
borne Brigade, the 196th Infantry Brigade (Light) and tho 3d Brigsde of
the 4th Infantry Division continued to apply an ever-increasing pressure
on the ¥C, The enemy struck back abruptly with two successive rajor
attacks. At 0500 hours on 20 March, while securing Highway 13, Troop
4, 3d Squadron, 5th Cavalry came under intensive mortar and ground attack
by the 273d VC Regiment. The Troop held its ground. It was sided by
immediate and effective artillery support coupled with continuous air
atrikes by the Tth UsAF.- By 0900 the 273d had broken contact and fled,
leaving behind 227 of his dead. US losses: 3 killed, 63 wounded. The
next morning the VU struck a second time. This time the 2724 V¢ Regt
attacked the 3d Bn, 224 Inf. Following the 0600 stand-to, the 3/22(1
Inf sent patrols to sweep the ares around the Brigade's fire support
base., The patrols made contact with s VC force at 0640. This trig-
gered the attack by the 2724 V¢ Regt. They opened fire with recoile
less rifles and RPG-28. At 0715 the VC lsunched a coordinated ground
assault frou the east, southeast and north. The attack began at close
quarters with the VC emerging from the Jungle near the bunker line.
They had reached the bunker 1ine of Company B when Battexy C, 2/77th
Arty opened fire with Beehive rounds at point-blank range. Cround fire,
air strikes, armed helicopters and the point-blank firing of the artil-
lery turned back the assaults, The remaining elements of the 34 Bri-
gade, 4th Infantry Diviaion reacted immediately and moved to join the
battle. The 24 Battalion, 224 Infantxy (Msohmized) and the 2d Battalion,
34th Armor (-) attacked from the southwest; the 2d Battalion, 12th In-
fantry attacked from the northwest. Significant results of the battle
were 635 VC KIA (BC), T PW, 65 crew-served weapons and 9 individual
weapons captured, US troops suffered 31 killed and 109 wounded. JUNC-
TION CITY I and II have proven oconclusively to the enemy that he no
longer has a safe haven in War Zope C.

Phase III of JUNCTION CITY was reduced from a multidivision to a
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hrigade~gizsd Gpecation. The 3d Brigade, 4th Infantry Division secured
the towns of Tay Ninh and Soui Da and Highway 26 south from Tay Ninh

to the junotion of Route 239, Ome battalion conductad ssarch and de-
stroy operations north of Highway 247, vhich runs east and weat be-
tween Highways 2 and 14.

On 21 April the 25th Division assumed operational control of the
18t Brigade, 9th Division; Company A, 2/34th Armor and the 36th ARVN
Ranger Battalion. This force toct over the mission from the 3d Bri-
gade, 4th Division. Phase III is still in progress.

(2) Operation MANHATTAN was initiated on 23 April as a
najor search and destroy operation. The mission was to defeat the VC
in the Bol Loi Woods and in the area between Dau Tieng and Ben Suc
east of the Saigon Rivers A coordinated airmobile and ground assauli
was launched by the 18t and 25th Infantry Divisions. The 1st Diviaion
launched its attack with its Brigade and the 11th Armored Cavalry
Regiment (-) (1st and 3d Sqdn) which was OPCON to the Division. The
25th Division task organization consisted of the 18t and 24 Brigade
and 3d Brigade, 4th Infantry Division attached. The US Forces were
supported by the 34th ARVR Ranger Battalion. It conducted search and
destroy operations and established blocking positions in the area.

The VC loss of equipment and installations further added to the bur-

den already placed on his logistics system by Operations CEDAR FALLS

and JUNCTION CITY. Significant VC losses at the end of the reporting
period were 106 VC KIA (BC) and 14 PW. They lost 139 individual weapons,
1,089 artillery and mortar rounds, more than 183,000 rounds of small
arms ammunition and 267 pounds of documents. 192 tons of rice were
evacvated and 196,7 tons destroyed., MANHATTAN continues.

(3) The 1st Austrialian Tesk Force initiated Operation
PORTSEA at 0700 hours on 21 March supported by US and ARVN troops. The
operation was conducted in two phases. Forces employed during Phase Is
1 ATF (=), 18t Sqd 11th ACR, elements of II FFCRCEV Engineers, 35th
ARV Ranger Bn and 1/43d ARVN Regt.

During FPhase I enemy contact was light and scattered.
The highlight of FPhase I occurred on 24 March. 81 VC fisld packs were

discovered. One of them contained detailed plans for an attack on
Xuyen Moo (YS6668) by the 275th VC Regiment. Countermeasures were
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iately taken. Tne discovery of the attack plan was instrumental
ting a possible eneuy victoxry.

b
g
g

Phase II of Operation PORTSEA, which began on 3 Apr,
was characterized by the rapid deployment and exploitation of the area
astride Route 327, north elong Roubs 328 and northwest of Thua Tich
(YS 6181), The major arms oache of the operation was discovered oa
8 Apr by the 1st Bde, 9th Inf Div. They disocovered 81 individual and
two crew-served weapons. The Commander, 18t Austrailian Task Force
stated, in effect, "There is no doubt, the 1st Bde participation in
Operation PORTSEA sewverely disrupted the BA Ris Province Organization
and the 5th VC Division elements who have 3o {ar been able to move
through the area with relative impunity.®” The 18t Bde maintained oon-
tact with elements of the 5th W Divigion until they were withdrawn to
participate in Operation JUNCTION CITY. It was during Phase II that
the 434 ARVN Hegt protected the exposed flank of the Task Force. It
gecured the area to the west of Binh Ba pageainst an attack from the
274th VC Regt. With the engineer elements of II FFORCEV, the 1st ATY
opened Boute 23 from Dat Do to Xuyen Moce The airfield at Xuyen lioe
was repaired and the runway extended to handie CV2 aircraft. Three
Regional Forces posts were established in the vicinity of the new
bridges across two streams and the Song Rai River. These posts were
strongly fortified, and minefields were laid. The opening of Route
23 is conpidered a major blow t¢ the VC in Phuoc Tuy Province, In
conjunction with Operation PORTSHA, the construction of a burbed wire
barrier 10km long was started. When completed, it will extend from
Horeeshoe (YS 4961) to the coast mear Phuoc Hai (Y3 5153). The
barrier will consist of two parsllel concertina-type fences., Three,
2-wire, cattle fences are being construcied with a gap between the
three fences, Two rolls of concertins wire are being stacked one
on the other in each gap. The cattle fences are being connecied with
baling wire attached at the top of the pickets. Antipersonrel mines
with antilift devices will be laid between the fences, except in ex-
trexely marshy areas. Wire entanglements will be substituted in
those areas. The barrier will serve three primaxy functions: to
deter the VC tax collection effort om Highway 23, to aid in the se-
curity of the town of Do Dat, and to deny the Vuny Tau area to the VC.

To-date the comstruction has progressed southward from the Horseshoe
5¢5 kme

d, Other special operagtions:

i - %
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(1) Operation PALM BEACH was initiated on 28 January by
the 3d Brigade, 9¢h Infantwy Divieion. The Erigads 15 secuxing the
dredging aquipment and continuing to develop their base at Dong Tam.
On 10 March the 24 Brigade. 9th Infantry Division assumed operational
control of the 3d Battalion, 47+th Infantxy ard 3d Battalion, 60th
Infantry. Significant statistics for the quarter included 181 VC KIA
(8¢), 32 PV and 20 individual weapons oaptured.

(2) Operation ALA MOANA was a 25th Infantry Diviaion
search and cestroy operation conducted in portioms of Hau Nghia, Tay
Ninh and Binh Duong Provinces.

(3) Operation WAIALUA was another 25th Infantry Division
search and destroy operaticn., It was conducted in the area southwest
of the Oriental River. It succeeded in curtailing Viet Cong actions

and freedom of movement between Hau Nghia, Long An and Tgy Ninh
Provinces.

(4) Oneration TUCSON, conducted by the 1at Infantry
Division, was a search and destroy operation that uncovered large
caches of rice in southwest Binh Long Province.

(5) Operation BIG SPRING was conducted by the 173d Air-
borne Brigade (Separete) with the 18t Brigade, 9th Infantry Division
under ity operational control. The operation was initiated to locate

and destroy enemy forces and instsllations in the western portion of
War Zone D.

(6) Operation FAIRFAX is a continuing operation of com-
bined US/ARVK units to counter Viet Cong efforts to re-establish his
influence in the areas swrrounding Seigon.

e. During the quarter, st¢aff activities were divided into
combat devolopments, distribtution end employment of new equipment,
force structure and dewelopment, snd special atudies. Continuing
projects include maintensnce of the II FFORCEV Oxder of Battle (Incl 2)
and the handling of Operationsl Readiness Reports. Staffing was com-
pleted and recommendations were forwarded on the following subjects.,

(1) Combat Developments.

(a) XxM-27 (Grawel) Mines¢

1. A policy was established that the 12th Com-
bat Aviation Group (flying UH-1B & C's) and US Air Force {flying A1-E's)
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would fly all Gravel mine diapensing missions until the dispenser was
adapted for the UH-1D, It has been recommended to USARV that each
infantry brigade be allocated a supply rate of 20 XM-47 digpensecra
per month.

. 2+ Juring the yuarter, mine diapensing misaions

! were suspended because a dispensar carried by an A1-E exploded in flight. _
Major ground combat wiits were ssked to evaluate the Gravel mine. They :

replied that although solid information on results was lacking, they

favored lifting the guspenasion end continuing use of the wine.

3. In response to a USARV query, II FFORCEV |
stated that a ground dispenser for Gravel mines was less degirable than
the present air dispsnser. Air dispensing is faster and better suited
to mining targets deep in enemy controlled areas. (Confidential mea-
sage, II FFORCEV, ATFBC-DOT 40635, DIG 260521% Apr 67)

(v) HRingtrops Ringtrop is a self-sterilizing anti-
personnel device. When dropped from an aircraft, it lands so that one
of its two sharr blades points up. The blades are long enough {0 pene-
trate a military boot sole. The bladea are chemically treated g0 that
they fall off the device after about 60 days. This headquertera recom-
mended to COMUSHACY suitable locations for evalusting the device,
(Secret message, 1I FFORCEV, AVFBC-DOT 40324, DTG 1302552 Apr 67)

(2) Wew Equipment.

2&) Riverine Egnipment: During the quarter, 9th
Infantry Division (with 199th Inf Bde OPCON) requested special equip-
pent for riverine omerations. Thase included:

1. Airscrew Propelled Boats: 44 each, for use
four per infantry battalion, two per cavalry troop as high-speed patrol
'bOatzo) (Confidential message, II FFORCEV, AVFBC-DOT 40365, DTG 150330Z ,
Apr 67 . .

d 2. Sixteen £t "Boston Whaler" Shallow Draft Boats:

' 70 each "Boston Whalers" with 80 HP outboard motors for use as auxiliary

| boats within the mobile riverine force. (Confidential message, II FFORCZV,
AVFBC-DOT 40070, DTG 040045Z Mar 67)

3. Personnel Air Cushion Vehiecle (Hovercraft):
Minimum of three to be organized into a company for operations similar to
air cavalry., (Confidential letter, 9th Infantry Division, AVDE-GT,

subject: Organization and Employment of an Air Cushion Vehicle Company
(U), undated
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(v) Lightweight Protective Mask: USARV requeated
haois of izsus for u new silicone rubber gas mask, collapsible to
rocket size and protecting only against riot control agents. This
headquarters reccumended ore per footmobile combat soldier. (Unclase
sified measage, II FFORCEV, AVFBC-DOT 40622, DTG 2510552 Apr 67)

(c) M548 Cargo Carrier: Thie headquarters rece-
ommended that M548 tracked cargo carriers be issued first to medium
SP artillery, then to 9th Infantry Divieion S&I Battalion, lsst to SP
heavy artillery. The issue to 9th Division was intended to help them
resupply units in inundated areas. (Confidential message, II FFORCEV,
AVFBC-DOT 40093, DTG 050120% Mar 67)

(d) Tunnel Exploration Kit: The kit consists of
lights, telephones and amall caliber pistols for a two-man tunnel ex-
ploration team. Recommended te USARV & basis of issue of one per in-

fantry company/cavalry troop, two per engineer company/chemical detach-
ment. (Confidential letter, II FFORCEV, subject: Tunnel Exploration

kit (U), 2 Mar 67)
(3) Force Structure.

Project OHEGON: G1, G3 and G4 ocoordinated planning
and execution of the II FFORCEV portion of Project OREGON, a MACV
plan for reinforcing III1 Marine Amphibious Corps. Planning was con-
ducted in Maxch, and the plans were executed in April.

(4) Special Studies.
(a) rations in ted Areps: In preparation
for the 1967 rainy season, a seminar was held by direction of COMUSMACY
at HQ II FFORCEV on 13 March 1967. The seminar reviewed experiences

in {raining and operations in inundated areas with brigade and daivision
commanders. Presentations were: '

1. Operations in the Eung Sat Special ZOQ-\-
1at Infantry Division. .

2. Use of River Assault Groups (ARVK) in
Operation CEDAR FALLS - 25th Infantry Divieion.

3+ Operatiocn FAIRFAX -~ 199th Infantry Brigade
(Lt) (sep).
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4. CIDG Operations in the Maekong Delt

the 1966 Flonds - St SF Gp {abn).

5¢ Organization;, Training and Flanning for

Riverine Uperations - 9th Infantry Division.

6. ARVN Axmor Operations in the Delta - Senior
Advisor IV Corps.

1. Naval Support for Riverine Operations -
COMNAVFORYV,

Presentations were brief and were followed immediately by a discussion
period. The discussions were liwvely and informative. The seminar was

successful as a review of past operations and stimulated thinking on
future operations.

8, For a detalled synopsis see Inclosure 15.

(v) Sniper Operations: USARV started an evaluation
of sniper operations with a staff visit in Pebruary to discuse previous
sniper operations, sniping equipment on hand and plans for sn evaluation
of sniping techniques and equipment, II FFORCEV OPCON units had had
little experience and less success with sniping. Their equipment was a
nixture of M1 and M14 rifles with telescopic sights. ACTIV planned to
evaluate four rifles (Winchester Model 70, Mié and accurized M? and Mi4)
in May and June 1967. 1I FFORCEV gave USARV & basis of issue for the
four rifles to be tested (18 per inf bde). The rifles were issued
during April, and on 28 April ACTIV held & meeting of unit representa-
tives to outline the procedures for the evaluation.

. (¢c) PEmployment of Hoi Chanh: COMUSMACY requested
information on the use of Hoi Chanhe in US combat units. This head-
quarters replied that Hoi Chanhs have been wsed in smell numbers in
PSWAR and intelligence units, in civic action and MEDCAP, and as guides
and scouis for infantry. Future use was recommended with a squad of
Hoi Chanhs assigned to each US brigade. (Confidential letter, II
FFORCEV, subjects Employment of Chieu Hoi (U), 29 Mar 67)

f£. With the addition of new units to II FFORCEV, communication
requirements have also grown. The arrival of gignal units wmade it pos-

gsible to provide base camp support for these nev units without committing
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additional tactical communication resources. Howevor, there was & l

slippage in the arrival of signal units. There has also been a elip-

page in ihe iusiailstion of fixed-plant telephone syetems and extericr-

plant cable systems. Therefore, a large pert of the combat units'

commmications resources remains committed to the base camps.

= g+ The tactical communications facilities of the headquarters
continued to expard during the quarter. For Operation JUNCTION CITY,
a tactical CP was cstablished at Dau Tieng from 21 Fabruary to 10 March.
The basic conccpt was sound, and it provided adequate command and con-
trol facilities.

5. (C) LOGISTICS:s
a. Operations.

(1) Logistical support waz focused on the following
major operations:

My nE A, -

(a) Operation JUNCTION CITY (25 Feb = continuing).
This multidivision operation was initislly plenned for three phases.
Phase I and II were search and destroy operations in War Zoie C. For-
ward support bases were initially established in three locations: Trai
Bi (XT 112709), Suoi Da (XT 347578) and the Uld French Fort (XT 275683).
The 25th Infaniry Division was supported from Trai Bi; the 11th Ammored
Cavalry Regiment, from the Old French ¥ort., The 18t Infantry Divwigion
and the 1734 Airborne Brigade were supported from Suoi Da.: 18t logis-
tical Command could not place stocks at the Old Franch Fort until it waa
secured on D+4. COMUSMACY directed that the aerisl delivery system be
exercised during this operation. There were problems in cargo iden-
tification, rigeging and recovery of air drop items. These were cor-
rected, and directivos were updated (See Section II). 818,5 STON of
cargo were successfully dropped. During Phase IX, operations shifted
to the east in War Zome C. Only two forward support bases were estab-
lisheds Quan Loi (XT 809898) and Suoi Da (XT 343578). The 25th Tn-
fantry Division was supported from Suoi Da; the 1at Infantry Division,
from Quar loi. The 173d Airborne Brigade supported itself internslly
from Minh Thanh with an air line of communication (10C), The support base
at Quan Joi was supplisd by both land and air LOC. The 196th Infantxry
Brigade was supported, to a large degree, by daily air drops. On the
aversge, 60 STON were air dropped daily. This included all classes of
supply. The air drop problems encountered during Phase I were negli~
&ible during Phase IX. Phase III is still in progress; but it has
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been reduced from a multidivision to a brigade-sized operation. It
is using the float'ng brigade concept. The support is being provided
' by ths 15t loglistiocs) Command Supply Point et Tay Ninh and by air drop

resapply when appropriate. There are no significant supply problerms.

(b) Operation OREGON (8 April - 30 April). This

oparation required the movement of seleoted wnits from the III CTZ to

the I CTZ by airlift and sealift. Out-of-country resources of C-130

aireraft and L3T's wexrv required to move these units., The move re- :
quired continuous coordination between the Bien Hoa District Trahs-

portation Office/Highway Traffic Center and G4 II FFORCEV. Their

collocation greatly assisted in the orderly move of units.

! (c) Operation MANHATTAN (23 April - continuing).

} This is & multidivision airmobile and ground operation. The mission
is to destroy VC/NVA foxrces and installations in the Boi Loi Woods and

l in the area east of the Saigon River between Dau Tieng and Ben Suc.

‘ On D=1, 18% logistical Cormand established a forward support base at

| Dau Tieng. The base supported both the 18t Infantry Division (prin-

} ¢ipally the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment Task Force and artillery

t units) and elements of the 25th Infantry Division. Other elements of

the two divisions are being supported from their permanent division

supply points: the 13t Infantry Division from lai Kai; the 25th In-

fantry Division from Cu Chi. Throughput of selected artillexy ammunition

is being made to fire support bases upon request from the divisions.

Detailed logistical plans and highway movement control were coordinated

auv a conference held at this haadquarters on D-13. No significant

logistical problems have been encountered to date.

bh. Transportation.

(1) Gensral. The tramnspcrtation officer is the coordiadtor
between OPCON units, 13t logistical Comrard and US Air Foxrce.

(2) Special interest. Attention continues to be focused
g on the MACV Highway Traffic Center, ccllocated at II Field Porce.
During JUNCTION CITY, a forward traffic center was established at Tay
Ninh. It was connected to the II FFORCEV forward CP by a "hot line,"
On Operation OREGON, the Highway Traffic Centerts collocation at II
FPORCEV appreciably assisted in the movement of units to I CTZ. The
ability to have continual personal contact was invalusble in keeping
comnanders updated on all movements.

) t . 30
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¢. Maintenance.

(1) kngineer Supply and Maintenance Conference. Thoe Con-
ference was held here on 5 April %o discuss the repair and support of
engineer heavy equipment (HD-16 and D-7 tractors) and the retiwcm of
that equipment to the using wnits before Operation MANHATTAN. The ocon-
ference was chaired by the II FFORCEV ingineer Oificer. It was attended
by 18t Log Comd, all OPCON unit engineer representatives and the US Army
Engineer Command Vietnam (P). For the results of the conference, see
Section II: Rome Plows - Jungle Clearing Operations.

(2) General Supply and Maintenance Conference. The Con-
ference was held at Headquarters, 18t Loglatical Command on 13 April
1967. It was chaired by 1st logistical Command and was attended by all
OPCON units and II FFORCEV G4 representatives. The relationshipa be-
tween unit organic supply and maintenance organizations and their
counterparts in 18t log Comd support organizations was discuased. The
established supply and maintenance channela from the umits to 1st Log
Coml agencies was also discussed. Additionslly, several subjects were
emphagized: the need for acocuracy, timeliness and correct procedurcs
in evacuation of repairables; supply procedures; and unit requisitioning
procedures. Present and future supply status of selected items of
equipment was snnounced for future planning,

(3) Mechanical Maintenance. During this quarter, artillery
and tank deadline rates became excessively high. USARV is now requiring
a daily deadline report om both thege items., Artillery was firgt placed

under this reporting system; and bYecauge of the succesg of the progranm,
it was decided to include tanks.

At the end of the reporting period,
deadline rates had been markedly reduced.

It i3 to be expected that
other high deadline items will be controlled through this prograa.

(4) Material Readiness. This nrogram continues to be
effectives all assigned and attachod units have low deadline rates on
all equipment, except sircraft.

d. Status of Primary lend LOC's as of 30 April.

(1) For the purpose of this report, the following terms
on condition of land LOC's are defined.
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(a) Condition X: The route is capable of carrying l
up to Clasa 50 loads (all division loads). .

(v) Condition IXs Up 0 Class 30 loads (the ma-
Jority of logistical transpart e.g., 5000-gallon POL tankers).

(o) Condition IIX: Up to Class 1€ loads (Armored
Pergonnel Carriers and ton trucks).

, (4) Condition IVs Can carry only light civilian
traffio; therefore, it is open only to light reconnainsance wvehicles.

(o) Co on Vs Closed to all traffic
(2) Route QL-1.

(a) Caumbodian Border (XT 284244) to Go Dau Ha
(X 382250), lowest bridge capacity, Class 12, route condition III.

(b) Go Dau Ha (X 382250) to Cu Chi (xr 628126),
lowest bridge capacity, Class 50, route condition I.

(c) Cu Chi (XT 626126) to Saigon (Xs 793942),
lowest bridge capncity, Class 60, route condition I.

(d) saigon (X3 793942)t0 BJ 316 (X7 072130),
lowest bridge capacity, Class 40, route condition II.

(e) RJ 316 (YT 072130) to (YT 697026), lowest
bridge cepacity, Class 45, route condition II. ,

(£) Yr 697626 %0 IIT 0Tz Boundary (27 160014),
bridge dostroyed, routo condition V.

(3) Noute qL-4.

(a) B Q-1 (x3 845914) to (XS 423490), loweut
bridge vapacity, Class 50, route condition I.

: (b) XS 423490 %o Pien Ciang River (WS 985357),
lowest bdbridge capacity, Class 15, rxoute condition III.

(4) Boute QL-13. :
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(a) RJ QL-1 (XS 879971) %o bridgs at (Xr 767619),
lowest bridge capacity, Class 40, route ocondition II.

(b) Bridge at (XT 767619) to Oambodian Border
(X7 683233), lowest bridge oapscity, Class 15, route oondition III,

(5) Route QL~14.
(a) Dong Xoai (YT 079759) to blown bridge at
(T 165620 - repair easy v £111), lowest bridge capacity, Class 30,

route condition IX. Condition will continue until the road is openad
by tactical force and repairs can be made.

(v) Route condition IT continues to the destroyed
bridge at YU 303010, From YU 303010 0 the II - ZII CTZ Boundary
(YU 590176) the road is wocessible from II CTZ, lowont bridge capacity,
Class 30, route ocondition II.
(6) Route QL-15.

(a) Bien Hoa (YP 002114) to (YS 151691), lu. st
bridge capacity, Class 60, route ocondition I.

(b) (Y8 151891) to Baria (S 380607), lowest bridge
capacity, Class 20 (with by-pass fords), route condition III.

(¢) Barie (Y3 380607) to Vang Teu (IS 274444 ),
lowesi bridge capacity, Class 12, route cordition IV.

(7) Route Mc

(8) BRI Q=1 (T 343101) to bridge at TT 537356,
lowest bridge capacity, Class 37, route condition IT.

(b) Bridge at YP 537356 to III 0T% Boundmxy (TP
763572), lowest bridge capacity, Class 25, route condition III.

(8) Boute QL-22.

(a) o Dau Ha (XT 387251) to Tay Ninh (xr 198508),
lovest bridge capacity, Class 50, route condition I,

(b) Tay Ninh (XT 198508) to X 097764, lowest
bridge capacity, Class 50, route condition I,

(o) XP 097764 to Cambodian Border (XT with
AVLB sbutments prepared ntoﬂ 337764, route oondition(vs 31339%3.
route condition I.
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{5) FRoute LTL 1-i. }

(a) P Cuong (¥™ 819440) to RS LFL-i6 (Xr 887373), 1
bridge destroyed, route condition V.

(») RJ LTL-16 (XT 887373) to XT 995588, lowest
bridgg cepacity, Class 50, route condition I. (Road oraterved at this
point ).

(c) X 995588 to RJ 311 (YU 133062), bridge
destroyed; route wvondition V.

(d) RJ 311 (YU 133062) to RJ QL-14A (XU 960221), -
| lowest bridge capacity, Class 15, route condition IV.

| (10) Route LTL-2,

; RJ (YT 437045) to Ba Ria (YS 3080607), loweet bridge
' capacity, Class 60, route cundition I.

(11) Route LTL-5A.

Saigon (XS 816890) to IIX CTZ Boundary (XS 786568),
lowest bridge capacity, Class 16, route condition III,

e, Construction Programmed.

(1) Surface msintenance, drainage repair and reconstruc-
tion is being pursued actively on the following routes: Q-1, QL-22, 1
QL-13, ITL-16 and QL-20. HRepair consists of reworking rutted surfaces o
and, where neceasary, the subgrade and complete rehabilitation. The o
Minister of Public Works is the primary agency involved in this effort .
with assistance from ARVN and US Engineers. Programed repairs are
nearly completed on QL-20 in long EKhanh Province and QL-13 from Phu
Cuong to Lal Khe. They anticipate starting repair on LTL-16 in the near

: future. Work continues on the major effort required on QL=1 and QL-22
' from Saigon to Tay Ninh.

(2) During the next quarter and throughout the year,
ARVN engineer effort will congiat mainly of replacing bridges that are
incapable of handling sustained military traffic. Materials will be
provided by the USAECV (P). ARVN will repair the bridges on QL-1 and
QL-22 and rebuild LTL-1A from Phu Cwng to Phuoc Vinh. Repair of
bridges on QL-1 and QL-22 will release 1 AVLIB and 40 meters of Double-
Double Fanel Bridge currently in place.

i
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(3} T™re US snginsexr effuré on land IKis will continue to

open and improve routes in support of tactical operations and provide
euergency repair where necessary. As programmed engineay conatrustion

assets arrive in-country, a larger portion of the overall effort will
be devoted t0 permanent rehabilitation of mejor land 10C‘sa.

6. (POUO) REVOLUTIONARY DEVELOPMENT (RD)
a. (FOUO) Significant progress in evaluating the RD program.

(1) The Hamlet Eveluation Heport was initiated in Jan-
uary at the request of the Secretary of Defense. The report established
a yard-stick by which the MACV Sector and Sub-3ector Advisors could
evaluate each hamlet in their urea. The advisors submit the report to
MACV/RD Support Directorate. The data is reduced Ly ADP. A composite
print-out is distributed to ACofS, ED, II FRORCEV; RED Advisor at 111
Corps Advisory Detachment; Offica of Civil Operstion for Region III
and to the Sector/Sub-Sectar Advisors.

(2) Sector and Sub-Sector Advisors evaluate the status of
ezoh hamlet in their area using two categories: security and develop-
mont. Three factors are used to eveluate each category.

(a) The adviser evaluates the factors of hamlet
security using three indicators for each.

1. He judges the VC's ability to conduct
military operations in the hamlet area and reports the scale and fre-
quency of VC military incidents that affect security of the hamlet.

2. Be evgluates the VC political and subver-
8ive activities and their effect on the hamlet.

3+ The advisor then evaluates the friendly
defensive and security capabilities. The three indicators he uses are:
the willingness of the people to report VO activities; the ability of
the hamlet to defend itself; and the availability of RVNAF, US/FWMAF
reaction forces, artillery and air support.

(b) The advisor uses three factors to evaluate
hamlet development.

1. He assesses the ststus of the local govern-
ment and political dewelopuwent.
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2. He svaluates the improvement of social
conditions as evidenced hy nragress in hozlilh, sducavion and weliare
development. He assesses the extent to vhich medical services are
provided and the degree of acceptance of the new health and sanitation
practices. He reports the number of adequate schools. He evaluates

the extent to which the people's basic welfare needs are being met by
CVN.

I -
-——-.——--—_M

3. The agdvisor reports on the amount of
economic effort being expended, ites effectivensss and the degree to
whioh it is supported and appreciated by the people. The three in-
dicators he uses are: the extent to which the people are working on
aimple, short term projects to improve private and public facilities;
the extent of public works projects and their benefit to the people;
the extent to which CVN ministries are helping and the extent of the
people's interest and participation in the GVN economic improvement
PrOZTAImS o

b. (V) Significant Peychological Operation Activities.

(1) The number of PSYOP air missions increased in the
pest quarter as a result of continued emphasis. The number rose from
1,066 to a new high of 1,392.

(2) The number of air delivered leaflets and airborne
loudspesker operations also incressed. The hours of loudspeaker
operations rose to 844 as compared with 682 for the previous quarter.
Over a milion more leaflets were air delivered this quarter (194,994,000
as compered with 108,669,000). The 246th PSYOP Company, the 1st and
25th Infantry Divisiona produced 10 million more leaflets than last
quarter (53,276,000 vs 43,816,000), The 6th PSYOP Battalion and other
off-shore agencies furnished more than 5 million leaflets for dis-
tribution in the III CTZ this quarter (5,259,550).

(3) The 246th PSYOP Company has supported US/FWMAF op-
erations in the III OTZ with ten mobile loudspeaker teams. The com-
pany is normally authorized equipment and personnel for only four
teams., Six additional teams were fielded despite an acute shortage of
equipment and personnel. ’

(4) During the quarter, 2,577 Hoi Chanh were reported in
the IIXI CTZ. This is a substantial increase over the last reporting
period's total of 1,419, During the TE? period alone, 1,146 Hoi Chanh
returned to GVN control. The provinces with the most aignificant in-
oreases weret long An with 765; Gia Dinh 3443 Bau Nghia 317; and Binh
Duong 306.
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"¢+ (U) Significant Civil Affairs Aovivities.

(1) The 24 Civil Affairs Company has completed deploy-
ment of its teams. The company was reorganized into 14 AA platecns,
One platoon wng attachsd %0 each brigade-size unit OPCON to II FFORCEV.
The teams have completed 19 hamlet surveys. They also provided civil

affairs support for Operations JUNCTION CITY, FAIRFAX, ENTERPRISE,
MAKALAPA and PORTSEA.

pum—————"_ UL

(2) Unit commanders have continued to emphasize civic
action aven though their units were engaged in continuous offensive
operations during the past three months.

(3) MEDCAP II continued throughout the II Field Force
area of operation treating an average of 38,130 patients monthly.

(4) English language instruction has shown a oontinuous
rigse in the number of students attending classes and number of classes
held. US Army personnel taught an average of 2,341 Vietnamese students
per month.

7. (U) INFORMATION.

&, During Operation JUNCTION CITY, a press camp waes estab-
lished in the II FFORCEV tactiocal CP area. It was staffed by the
Information Officer, his deputy, drivers and clerks. The CO of the
16th Public Information Detachment acted as transportation coordinator
for all air movemeni of correspondents. MACV atationed s clearance
officer on-gite to expedite clearance of Army generated news stories,
radio tapes and pictures. 4 photo van with a photo processing team
wag attached from the 53d Signal Battalion. This enabled on-site
processing and release of newsworthy photographs, Seventy newsmen
used the press camp which had sleeping and memsing facilities. They
were given operational briefings and afforded interviews with the Com-
manding General and key staff officers when requested. They were
furnished air transportation to key operational units of their choice.

b, During Operation MANHATTAN, II FFORCEV did not estsblish
a forward CP; this negated the usefulness of a forward preas cabp.

Therefore, all correspondents who desired to cover the operation were
t gathered on D-1 by the MACYV Office of Information. Twenty-three cor-
: regpondents were taken to a secure location at Tan Son Nhut Air Base.
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Prinv +n vacsiving any information about the operation. they were told
that they were "locked in" and that they could not return to their
office oxr talk to anyonme in Saigon. They were further cautioned that
all news and information sbout the operation wes uinder sabargo until
MACY had ofiicially announced the start of the operation. After they
had agreed to these conditions, the II FFORCEV Information Officer
presented a short operstional briefing outlining the general schems

of msneuver. Correspondents were then taken irmediately to waiting
aircraft and escorted to the division of their choice. No other cor-
respcndents were invited to MANHATTAN until MACV had officially an~

nounced the operation. Correspondents were then afforded a briefing
at long Binh prior to entering the operational area.

8. (U) INSPECTOR GENERAL.

a. Four complaints and 28 requests for assistance were
received. No unfavorable trends are indicated.

b. Three investigations were conducted.

¢. Four units received their annual IG inspections.
9. (U) STAFF JUDGE ADVOCATE.

a:» On 31 March a command letter was published announcing
the policy of the United States Govermment in regards to court-mertial
Jurisdictior over eivilians.

" b. GCn 3 April a comand letter was published to assist all
eligible alien servicemen i ocbtaining United States citizenship.

c. On 17 April the CG, II FFORCEV, signed a Law Day Prece
lamation in obserxvance of the tenth anniversary of Law Day, USA.

d. On 17 April Information Bulletin Number 1 was published.
This bulletin is the first ir a series. The bulletin informs commanders

and their personnel about matters relating to military justice, claims
and legal assistance. (Incl 10)

@. On 21 April a confidential commend letter was published,
subject: War Crimes and Atrocities (U).
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£. PFollowing units were agaigned to II FFORCEY for GCM
e

& YRR
JULABuLGL1L0n.

(1) Battery I (Sogmhlighg); 20¢h Andd)

wem s o
=9 Vs

8XF was assigned
?

t. Al 1
to II Field Force Vietnam on GO 1445, USARV, 31 Mar 67, and further

attached to 5th Bn (AW) (SP), 24 Arty on GO 601, II FFORCEV, 14 Apr 67.
Both orders had an effective dats of 27 Max 67,

(2) 1st Howitzer Battalion (155mm) (SP), 27th Artillery,
was assigned to 23d Artillery Group on GO 1815, USAEV, 20 Apr €7, with
an effective date of 13 Apr.
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CON

SECTION IIs COMAANDERS OBSERVATIONS AID RECOMMENDATICNS
PERSONNEL
Item: Diseuse.

Discussiont The number of malaria cases has bem relatively smll
; during this period. Since malaria is a "seasonil" disease; this should
{ not result in oomplacency. approximately 30 casgen of infegtious hepa-
| titis have occurred in OPCON unite in the paat three monthe. Deapite
intensiwe epidemiological studies, no final conc:uasions have been
reached. Venereal disease rates have shown only minor fluctuations.
With the present degree and type of command interesz in this problem,

personnel continue to report for treatment in the esrly stages of the
disease,

Observation: Continued command emphasis on sanitation and mslaria
diacipline is essentinl to maintain the health ¢f the command. .(n
previoue quarterly periods, exceesive commpid interest in VD has driven
the disease underground. This is to be avvided.

Item: Aeromedical evacuation (Dust Off).

Discusasion: Ar additional four helicopters have been essigned to the
alr ambulance unit (18 to 22). The four add’tiopmal aircraft has allowed
a corresponding inorease in aireraft available for prepositioned tac~
tioal support (Stand-by).

Observgtion: Even though helicopter ambulances are single purpose
aireraft, the allocation of these aircraft must be increased as the
nuzber of ocombat units increases. The number of such alrcraft must
also be increased when the tactical situation precludes use of
ground ambulances for evacuation of patients from divisions and be-
tween hospitalsa.

Item: Effective IG system.

Discusgion: The development of a dynamic I¢ system in combat units

ia emsential to tho effective conduct of co:mterinsurgency operations.
The unprecedented psychological pressures plased on individual soldiers
requires an “escape-valve" mechanism to assist the commander in re-
golving minor problems before they becoms majer problems. The IG acts
a8 a trouble-shooter for the Chief of Staff and Commanding General;
this permits them to devote their attention to winning the war.
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B Dhosoestion: D¢ be effe5tive, IG pusibivns in combat units must be
manined at full strength with school-trained personnel of the highest
caliber who have extensive combat experience.

5 - CONFIDENTIAL
i
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B ‘ INTELLI GENCE COLLECTION
dtems Infrared.

Discussion: Infrared asrial surveillance continues to produce valu-
able information on possible eremy location and activity. However,
difficulty in discrimination continues to be a problem. Fires may be
enemy, friendly or simply agriculiural burm-off or wood clearing op-
erations, Residual fires from artillery and air strikes also make
discrimination difficult.

Observation: For discrimination to be effective, the interpreter must
be fully informed on the location of all fires, ooke ovens, and friendly
activity, When a return does not match the Imown scurces, it is aus-
pect. Artillery may be fired againat the aource of the infrared re-
turm. This is usually followed by a visual aerial or ground recon-
naigsance. The results obtained build experience factors that are
applied to future infrared retwrns.

Item: Side Jooking Airborne Radar (SLAR).

Discugsion: SLAR recornzissance continues to be successful, to a
degreey, in the III CTZ, The heavy Jjungle and hilly terrain denies
much of the ares to complete SLAR coverage. The VC transport supplies
and personnel in small, slow moving vehiclesg and this limits detec-
tion by SLAR. Careful, accurate interpretation of SuLAR imagery with
extreme atiention to detail is required. However, the possibility of
over-interpretation by eager interpreters must be recognized.

Obsexvatiun: Not ali SIAFR returns represent movement; not all are
VC. To effectively discriminste a careful analysis is mede by the

p : Aerial Reconnaissance Officer at all commend levels. Returns in
areas of known friendly or civilian activity are simply noted. Re-
maining returrs are carefully analyzed to establish pattexms of VC
activity during curfew hours. Artillery may be fired against returns
which are suspect., This is usually followed by a visual aerial or
ground reconnasissance. The results obtaired build experience factora
that are applied to future SLAR returns.
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OFERATIONS

Items B=52 3trikes.

Piscussion: Previously B-52 strikes had been primarily used to destroy
lucrative targets developed by intelligence. With the increase in large
offengive operations in this quarter, there was an increase in unit re-
quests for B~52 striles in support of ground operations. When units
began using B-52 strikes as an extension of planned tactical air and
artillery, staff responsibility was transferred from G-2 to G-3.

Observation: As a result, ground follow-up actions huve been more fre-
quent and damage assessments more timely.

Item: Pink Rose III Operation.

Discusgion: The operation's objective was to burn large areas of jun-
gle growth, The ares was bounded by coordinates XT 105765, XT 104761,
AT 145767 and XT 145784 and involved about 17 square kilometers. It

was treated with the herbicide agent, Orange, to kill the foliage.
Spraying by C-123 aircraft was completed o/a 24 Jan. Target re-

gsponse to herbicide was normsl, and target coverage was approximately
80% Fifteer B-52s, each carrying 42 M35 incendiary bomb clusters,
delivered their munitions 041400 Apr on target. Weather forecast for
the day included 3,000' ceilings; broken clouds, 4/10 - 6/10 cover;
three rile visibility; and 15C0' ceiling was expected in the target
area between 1500 - 1900 hours, Actual weather in i{he area at the TOT
included cumilus clouds at 3,000' and cloud cover of approximately 6/10.
No sustained fire developed; however, some underbrush was burned.
Reggonably round areas, about 20 feet in diameter, were burned thoroughly.
No significent overlapping of these areas occurred. Three secondary
explosions occurred. Whether this was caused by striking VO =mupplies
and/or incendiary bomblets exploding was not determined.

Obgervation: It appears that the area was as dry as could be expected.

A large portion of the target foliage was dead. Munitions were delivered
accurately, but a sustained fire did not develop. The current concept
and/or equipment used will not accomplish the desired result. If this
cbjective is to be pursued, consideration should be given to delivery

of a flammable agent after the incendiary ¢lusters are delivered.
Research and development problems would include development of an
adequate disseminating system that places the agent in the target area
under lapse conditions.
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L1

Items Friendly casuslties from fire support continue.

Discussion: Dense foliage and enemy hugging tactics make contact at very
close ranges comron., Artillery and air support is iuporiant and frequently
dccisive in these sharp, short fire~fights. Infantry leaders down to the
squad level must be fully qualified to adjust artillery fire under these
conditions. They should be familiar with requesting USAF and Army air
strikes. Adjustment of artillexy by sound, creeping adjustment, radio
telephone procedures, land navigation and techniques for marking friendly
positions are some of the subjects that need emphasis. The most important
training subject, however, is the actual practice of adjusting close ar-
tillery and air strikes. This needs to be done realistically in training
of leaders, in unit training and in maneuvexs.

Obgervation: Individual replacementis and troop units are arriving in
Vietnam inadequately trained in the practical application of close fire
support.

Item: Inadequate infantry training of non-combat specialists.

Digougsion: The security requirements in Vietnam make every soldier a
part-time infantryman. Men from every unit, shop, and office at every

level and type of organization find themselves manning posgitions in base
defense; "riding shotgun" in convoys; and, at times, performing shorte

range patrolling., As a bare minimm, all soldiers must be familiar with
light infantry weapons, night vision devices, field communications ejuip-
ment, and techniques of defense and patrolling. Advunced individual train-
ing and aspecialist training is apparently not devoting enough time to these
subjects because soldiers are forgetting what they learned in basic training.

Observation: One result has been a loss of effectivencss in the gecurity
of support and service inastollations. Another, has been the unnecessary
friendly casualties caused by accidental discharging of weapons and unsafe
techniques of challenging by security guards.

Item: Unsuitable boats and motors for Riverine Operations.

Discussions The standard Engineer boats and motors were designed for river
croasings, not for Riverine Operations. Units have atiempted to use stan-
dard enginesr equipment for operations in Gia Dinh, long An, and Dinh Tuwong
Provinces and the Rung Sat Special Zome. These attempts have failed. The
aluninum one~half pontoons sink when they are hit by emall-arme fire. The
hull is too weak to withstand the strein of repeated Veachings. The 16
foot, plastic assault boats with 25HP motors are too glow. They are used
to carry troops and habituslly operate in streams that are frequently am-
bughed by the VC. The 25HP motor is too small for most purposes. It is:
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also mochanically unreliable: it frequently fails and has o high Aaaa.

lina vata_

Observations Troops re;ularly engaged in Riverine Opsrations have had to
Teguest civilian boats through the slow, expensive ENSUHE program. Other
troops have borrowed USN, Transportation Corps, and ARVN boats or have

had to use the unsuitable engineer boats.
items: Separate brigade forward ares signal platoon.

Discusgion: Two of the Separate brigades deployed to Vietnam without
their normal forward area sipgnal platoon. A com site siggal platoon

Was organized from the 36th Signal Battalion (CAfoto provide interim
support for the 199th Infuntry Brigade (Lt), but this prevented the estab-
lishment of radio relay systems between base camps. The 1734 dirborne
Brigade (Sep) was supported by a provisional detachment organized from

the 53d Signal Battalion (Corps). This left the signal battalion with
insufficient operational spares. During Operation JUNCTION CITY, radio
relay and carrier equipment had to be borrowed from the 24 Signal Group

to augument commnicrtions for the II FFORCEY tactical CP,

Observation: ‘hen it is necessary to deploy a unit without its organic
3ignal support, sufficient esources exist in-country to rrovide interim

Support, However, thege pProvisional commmications support packages tend
to degrade the flexibility of tactieal signal units,

Item: Bxcesgive numper of messages with Immediate Precedence.

Discussion: During this quarter, more than 119,000 messages were trang-

mitted electrically, Bighty percent of these nessages were classed as

Immediate., Thig disproporticnate volume of high precedence traffio handi-

caps the message handling system. When most of the massages being received

at a relay or terminal are the same high prrecedence, there is no way in

which they can be &iven expeditioug service. For example, as a matter _
of policy, all preplanmed air strike requests are assigned an Immediate L
Precedence. If Rowtine would suffice in some of the cases, this woula \
expedite the transmission of thoge truly Immediate messages,

Observation: Precedence should be asgigned as required by the content
of the essage rather than on general ocategories. The rractice of

asgigning a precedence 10 a message because of its category, rather
than ita content, should be reviewed,

Item: Complaints that the KY-8 diminishes the range of the radio circuit,

Discussio::u During Opexation CEDAR FALLS, many comnanders used the KY-8
for the first time to provide secure voice transmissions, Sewveral
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complained about a definite loss of aignal strength and range. Conm-
manders were reminded that more voltage and amperage are required when
uging the K¥-8. Cenerators and storage batiteries supplying the ocurrent
to key the KY-8 must be maintained at near full=capacity. When this is
done, the signal strength and range will remain the same, even with the
additional wvoltare load placed on the systenm by the use of the KY-8.

CONKFIDENTIAL | l
|

Obgervation: During training, operators must be reminded that near
capacity voltage in-put must be maintained for maximum operating effi-
ciency. This is particularly true when additional load demands are
placed on the system. Further, more vehicular installation kits are

needed to pmvide secure voice transmissions when speed and security
are equelly essential.

Iten: Voice and teletypewriter circuits between logistical support
operations center and their forward support base.

Discugsion: The establishment of forward support bases by the 15th Sup-
port Brigade to supply tactical elements during Operation JUNCTION CITY
imnogsed increased demands on the tactical communications. The 15th Sup-
port Brigade has no organic commmications capability. Therefore, it is
dependent on the divisions and II FFORCEV for this support.

Obsexrvation: The logistical support brigades should be given an organic -
sigmnal support unit.

Items Iirequency interference betueen VHF aircraft radios and Al\'/TRC-24
radio relay equiprent.

L e e

Discusgion: The concurrent use of frequencies in the VHF band by aireraft
and for redio relay has made it extremgly difficult for signal units to
operate at extended renges with the AN/TRC-24 because of frequency inteir-
ference, The AN/TRC-24 was designed to operate approximately 30 miles.
llowever in the III CTZ, there are no significant hill sites within this
range. Therefore, it has been necessary to operate systems up to 90 miles
from a major relay site. Because of the extznded range, there is a defi-
nite loss in signal strength; and the system is extremely vulnerable to
interference from aircraft radios.

Observation: AN/TRC-24 tuning heads for frequencies above 300 mecs or -
the substitution of the newer, improved AN/GRC-50 radio relay equipment

is needed to solve this problem.

Iten: Frequency over-crowding.
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Discuasion: There are 92 frequencies available in the 20 $& 52 mos
band. The Free Wawrld Miliiayy Forces in the IIX CTZ operate 452 FM
radios within this one frequenocy band. Result: too few frequencies
for too many radios, Further, all nets uee zirxéralt radios as one or
more stailons. The use of normal alrcraft radioa with an output of
only 710 watts does not oreate as much of a problem ss comssnd con-
8oles 30. The AN/VRC~46 (aircraft mounted cormand consoles) generates
an output of 35 watts when operated on high power. The problem of tco
many radios and radiog operated unnecessarily on high power is further

compounded by a common failure -- poor radio-telephons procedure and
unnecessary chatter.

Observation: Communications procedures and discipline must be stresaed
during training. Cowmand consoles should be operated on low power unless
effective commmnications cannot be established,

SUPPLY/MAINTENANCE
Item: Aerial Delivery Resupply.

Discusgion: Some difficulties arose when the Aerial Delivery System
was exercised during Operation JUNCTICON CTTY. Free fall of bundles,
inaccurate drops, dented metal 105mm containers (making it impossible

to remove the round) and lack of cargo manifests were major problem
areas,

Obgervation: There was an apparent weakness in the webbing of some
aiy dropped items, The opening shock tore the webbing, allowing the
cargo to fall free. A close check of webbing on subsequent drops was
made with no recurrence of this difficulty. Ammwmition in metal con~
tainers came from pre-rigged stocka. This problem was overcome when
wooden containers were used. Pilots now have a manifest giving the
contents of each bundle of cargo and the drop sequence. The pilot in-
forms the ground commander. The commander can then make a decision on
the advisability of recovering bundles that fall outside the drop zone.

Item: PLL of Spare Parts.

Discussion: Ome infantry division arrived in-couniry with a double
issue of spare parts for aircraft. During the past 14 months, they
have used these gpare parts as required. However, they failed to

record demand data and establish a continual fiow of parts through
normal supply channels,
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Obgervation: Because of procurement lead-time and the mugnitude of

repair paxts needed for aircraft; it is imperative that units comply

with gentism 9% AR 73%5-35. This requires that a PLL be established

and maintained as moon as they arrive in RVN. By a shift in priorities,

spare _parts were made available to the divieion. This did, 15 a degree,
alleviate the situation.

Item: Individual Equipment, TA 50-901.

Discussions A shortage of Ti 50-901 items continues to exist due
primarily to the constant flow of replacements from CONUS,

Obgervation: This situstion will continue until the troop buildup
diminishes or until the availability of items equals the demand.

Item: Failure to Justify Ammmition Expenditwres in Excess of Avail-
able Supply Rate (ASR).

Dimscussgion: During and after completion of Operstion JUNCTION CITY,
all units failed to report and justify the expenditures of ammunition
in excess of the ASR, except one. That unit submitted justification
for its excessive usage of yellow and violet swoke grenades; it was
forwarded to USARV. This resulted in an increased ASR for the theater,
and the grenades were flown in by special airlift. On 5 May +hese
grenades were removed from ASR control.

Obgervation: This headquarters can obtain additional allocations from

USARV provided units report and justify expenditurea in excess of the
ASR.

Item: Bome Plows - Jungle Clearing Operations.

Digcussion: During Opexations CEDAR FALLS, JUNCTION CITY and MAN-
HATTAN extensive jungle clearing cperations were conducted. Ths medium
tractor, D-7 or HD-16, is the standard tractor for the Rome Plow at-
techmenta. During theae operations, the Rome Plovs vere used to clear
large tracts of land. They encountered heavy jungle growths trees 18-
36 inches in diameter with 100-150 foot high canopies. The trees were

surrounded by thick secondary grewth. As a result of these operations,
several lessons were learned.

Observgtion: FIELD MODIFICATIONS - The hydraulic hose to the tild
cylinder for a bull blade is longer than necessary for the BRome Flow.
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It vas shortensd 0 zsduss sxpoouxs to mutting. The anti-freeze
thermostats are not needed in Vietnam; therefore, they were removed.
The rear screen on the cab necded reinfoxcing to prevent its being
ripped when backing into heavy growth. 1In addition 0 {ield wodification

VU LL AV

of the rear soreen, a DA Form 2407 (Equipment Improvement Request) is
being submitted.

Observation: EQUIPMENT OPERATION - While clearing jungle growth,
operators learned to never exceed second gear for short passes and

to use first gear for long passes. When clearing heavy jungle growth,
the tructor runs bot. This overheating oen cause cracked heads, blown
gagkeis and extreme engine wear. Operators learned to be especially
alert to this hazard., When extremely large trees were encountered

(36 inches in diameter or larger), they were by-passed and left for
demolitions teams. Regular dozera do not have a protective cab; there-
fore, they must not be used in the same area while Rome Plows are fell-
ing tall treea. However, this slowa down the clearing operation and
retvards the tactical operational achedule. The engineer units are fab-

ricating safety cabs for the regular dozers; in addition, they are gub-
mitting a DA Form 2407.

Obgervation: OPZBATOR MAINTERANCE - Dirt, leaves and jungle growth
clog the radiators and covers the engine. To preclude fire and to aid
ceoling, the radiators and engine housing must be blown out frequently
using an air compreusor. The dozer belly pan must be ramoved daily to
remove accumulated dirt and leaves. Part of this problem was caused
when gome dozers were shipped to Vietnam with the pull-type fen (winter
fan). This pulls the jungle debris into the radiator and around

the engine, The push-type fan is being requisitioned. Further, a

larger radiator is needed for the D-7. A DA Form 2407 is being submit-
ted.
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Obgervation: ASL (Authorized Stock levels) - Because of the heavy
work load and long operating schedules, supply of repair parts amnd
maintenance are critical. Radiators, filtera, air cleansrs, turbo
chargers, hydraulic homes and cleat bolts are especially oritical,
They need frequent replacement. Stockage leveles must be maintained
higher 4han for conventional tractor operations. Therefore, unit ASLs

muet be increased when they anticipate extensive jungle clearing op-
erations.

Observation: MAINTENANCE SUPPORT ~ Contact teams must be employed at
each work site or flown in from a cen%ral location by helicopter to

a8
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make immediate repairs. Further, periodic maintonance halts must be
gscheduled for operator maintenancs. Tractors shouid be brought into a
central location for this maintenance, so contact teams can assist the

operators. \Welding equipment and air compressors must be available for
preventive repairs.

CONFIDENTIAL
AVFBC-T

Cbservation: CONTROL ~ ./hen Rome FPlows operate singly and in dense
jungle growth, control is extremely difficult. The operators are
given radios, and numbers are painted on the cab roofs. The super-
vigor controls their movement from a helicopter using compass headings
for directional control. Radios for this purpose are not included in

the unit T0B. Engineer units are studying the problem to determine the

feasidility of submitting an MIPOE requesting one radio per dozer and
Rome Plow for this purpose.

Item: Kigh Deadline Rate for Base Power Generators.

Discussion: A considerable number of nonstandard generators were brought

in-country by units to fill TOE shortages; some, in excess of suthorized
allowances. DMany of these were commercial or obauvlete generators; there-
fore, the necessary repair parts are not available through the normal
supply channels. The standardization program, outlined in USARV Reg
750-21, 17 Jan 67, has not been implemented because replacement generators
have not arrived from CONUS. It has been requested that DA place gener-

ators under the Closed Loop Program, thereby insuring a one-for-one
replacement.

Tactical generators, l.5 to 45 KW, were not designed nor
intended to be wsed to furnish base camps with electricity. Many of

.these generators are being used for this purpose on a 24 hour, 7 day-a-week
schedule. This abnormal operating schedule has direcily contributed to -

the high deadline rate. This has exceeded the projected usage rate and
created a oritical shortage of spare parts.

Obpervation: Generators, 60 KW and above, are capable of providing base
camps with dependable power. These generators have now been removed from
the G-4 tactical requirements channel. The responsibility for these gen-
eratora has been transferred to the Engineer R&U Section of st Log Comd.

Item: Replacement of the M113 with the M113A1 Armored Personnel Carrier (APC).

During a_three month period, 316 APC were destroyed by VC
mines, recoilless rifles and RPG-2. This indicates the increasing empha-

Of the APC

sis the VC is placing on the destruction of armored wehicles.
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damaged, 193 or 61 percent were totally destroyed. Examination of the
vehicles and observer-reports indiacate that muny of ths AFC were destroyed,
nor directly by enemy action, but by the flash fire that resulted when
the gas tanks and fuel lines were ruptured. A large number of the wounded

and killed in the APC were victims .of the flash fire, not enemy action,
Observation: The M113A1 is diegel powered, therefore, it iz not as vul-
nerable to flash fire.

RiVOLUTIONARY DEVELOPHMUNT

! Item: Improvement of PSYOP Material for Use Against the Viet Cong.

Discussion: Through interrogations of Hoi Chanh, it has been learned
1 that elimination of certain objectionable material would greatly inm-
% : prove the effoctiveness of propaganda leaflets. Two of the most im-
\ portant observations made by the Hoi Chanh are:

|

i a. Caricatures and cartoons which ridicule or degrade
individuals serving in the Viet Cong forces tend to antagonize the

target andience and lessen the credibility and overall effectiveness
) of the leaflets.

b, [Many local VC do not like to be called by the term
"Wiet Cong." They do not consider themselves Comnunists but fighters
( for the National Liberation Front.

% Obgervation: In the development of leaflets for psychological opera-
tions, extreme care muat be exercised to provide accurate and credible
propaganda which does not antagonize the target audience. Psychologi-

cally correct terminology must be developed to address specific target
audiences.

Item: Critical shortage of Vietnamese language qualified personnel in
4 PSYOP units.

Discussion: The. psychological operations company supporting II FI'ORCEV
does not have any qualified Vietnamese linguists. This situation

inhibits the developument of effective propaganda material by otherwise
well-trained US personnel. In g¢very case, the translation and interpre-
tation of propaganda material must be accomplished by Vietnamese linguists.
The PSYOP unit does not have the capability to check on the accuracy or

[ appropriatenegs of the translation.

| CONFIDENTIAL
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" Obgervation: II FFORCEV G-2 has the information available.
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Observation: To insure credible propaganda, IS psychologlcal cpsrations
e

personnel must be trained in the native language of the area.

ol

Items VC Countermeasures to the Chieu loi Program.

Discussiont: Interrogation of ralliers and captured enemy documents
reveals an active program by the VC to counter the Chieu Hoi Program.

[}
Ubservation: The Chieu Hoi Program must be implemented in striot accor-
dance with policies and promises anmounced by the GVN., Any failure to
follow the announced program provides the VC with valuable propaganda,
and permits him to effectively counter Chieu Hol propsgunda. When GVN

promises to VC ralliers are not kept, the entire Chieu Hoi Program
sutfers.

Item: Civil Affairs/Civic Action Surveys.

Digscusgion: These surveys conducted in hamlets often contain signifi-

cant intelligence, such as the names of local lesders, VC taxation rates
and local terrain information,

Ubgervation: Civil Affairs Surveys should be furnished to appropriate

intelligence agencies. MACV Sector and Sub-Sector Advisors should

receive a copy of surveys conducted in their areas. Copies of Civil
fairs/Civic Action Surveys are being provided to G2, II FFORCKEV.

Item: Hamlet Evaluation Survey.

Digscussiont The statistics provided by the monthly report proved to be

a valuable source of information to the Revolutionary Development staff-
in monitoring the R/D progress. The report identifies hamlets where the
relationships between the civiliun and military forces (RVNAF or US/FWMAF)
needed improvement and indicates the cause. It was readily apparent

that the report contained valuable information for intelligence staffs

at all levels. The report has the most complete list available of the
villages and hamlets in the III CT%. It also provided the first detailed
evaluation of the effectiveness of the VC guerrilla force and infrastruc-
ture at the hamlet level., The combat commander should also have access

to this information.

Beginning
with the May report, extracts of the ADP print-out will be distributed
to division and separate brigades covering their area of interest.
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Item: Bettsr Utilizalion of Captured Food,

Disoussion: In some instances food and supplies captured from onemy
forces are destroyed. This material should be given to local GVN
officials for wse in district and province relief programs. local
Chieu Hoi and refugee centers can also use captured commodities.

Obgervation: Food should not be destroyed until coordination has been
made with the Office of Civil Operations representatives because they
can often assist in evacuation. Food commodities should not be burned
or destroyed until guthority has been granted from the appropriate head-
quarters. In the case of large food caches, final decision on destruc-
tion will be made by MACV only.

IPORMATION

Item: News Exploitation.

Discusgion: An atrocity committed by the Viet Cong at Suoi Chan, killing
members of a Revolutionary Development team, was expeditiously reported
the same day to news media, Photos taken by advisors on the scene were
rushed, still undeveloped, to the Informatinu Office. A story with pic-
tures was forwarded for distribution to0 news media in time for them to
file their story that same day. As a result, excellent and timely press
coverage provided full exposure of heinoug acts by the VC against civil-
ians of the RVN.

Obgervation: This war is the most photographed conflict in history;

almost every soldier has a camera. This vast resource of photos can

only be tapped by a vigorous campaign to insure that every soldier is
public information oriented. Information Specialiasts who arrive on-the-
scene, af'ter the fact, must seek out these potential picture sources.

All personnel must be encouraged to take photos of newsworthy events and
imediately forward unprocessed film to the nearest Information Office

for processing and immediate relay to MACV Information Office for clearance.
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Tui=Lomnander in Chisf, Uniied Bhtates Awmmy, Pacifie, ATTH: GPOPOT,

AP0 956558
Depaviment of ths Aony, 0ffice of the E::i:‘fzma Ehisf of Staffl Tor
Force Dor Ylopaent, lv'ia i guon, D.C. 0310

. 1. (U} This headquarters has reviewad the Opsrational Repori~
Ls sons Learned for the pariod ending 30 April 1967 from Hemdquarters,
I Fisld Force Vistnaa,

2, {C) Partinent comments follows:

a. Reference ltem eoneel—u.ng ae~er'leal evavuatlion, page 402
Coneur. Approved troop programming fer D‘SAEV includes addltional medical
air ambulances for arrival Lu—couniry during CY é67. Although thesa air-
eraft will dmercesc She zorsmoddieozl swacuntlion capability of medi-:l
ajr smbulancs anite, it ie snvisioned that some asromsdieal ovacuation
requiresents will continus to bs accoaplishsd by opsrational alreraft

when the tactical situation dictates thelr use in emsrgency situations,

b. Refersnce itea conecerming unsultable boats and motors for
Riverine Opsration, pag2 L3z Coneur. DBoston Whalers ordered through
ths ERSURE system are arriving with A0 PP engines,

¢, Referente itam concerning aserial delivesry resupply, page hbs
Concur. Action has besn taken to eliminate the uss of the cobton A22
econtainer, Insofar as possible the new nylom typs will be nssd, During
future opsrations emmunition will be air dropped as preseribed im TH 10-500-53,
vhich requires that air dropped ssmunition have the wooden over pack.

d. Refersnce item concerning individual ‘equipment, TA 50-901,
page L7: Concur. There is a shortage uf replacement TA 50-907 equip-
ment in RVY and CONUS as indicabsd by slow recelpts in RVN. A2 squip-
mont s recsived it is issust 1o £111 dues omb. Recommend unite rsis-
suo as mucn TA 50-901 esquijment as poszible to replacsments ae it is
recovered from departing warsonnsl.

e, Reference item concerning high deadline rate for base power
generators, page 4Y: Uonur., Sixty KW ana U0 KW generators are arriving
in EVH in quantity, and will alleviate ¢he need to use tactical generators

for base yowr. Dewmgraded at 3 year Intervals
Declassified after 12 years
DoD DIR 5200.10
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T, Hefersnes i{bgs concerning fregaspsy overerowiing, pagas L5
ead Lé: QConcur im this vhesrvation. Unabs bave boen encouragzd te give
gtrong eavbasl, w opsrabsr training, rsgardlsss of thes rank of +hs
oparetor, to insurs sbsoluts familissiiy with the squipment, When %o
use high and lov pows> iz neizzzarily 2 =atier of opsrater discretien
howsvar, opsrators rogardless of rank, must be fully appreised of the
impact the wos of high pos=r has on freguensy ¢ongestlon in ths theater.
Honltoring and critigues ¢f nat oparaitlon are beneficial in schisving
good radlo procedurs and nat diseiplins.

FOR THE COIMANDER:

/ ’; ’ /'/
15 Tnel é
’ ne KENNED

€pt, AdC
Ager 1224 7% General

Dovmgraded at 3 year Intervalg
Declassified afier 12 years

DOP DIR 520019

55

CONFIDENTIAL

*3 2
TV
I o

512

o

: FLk

-

ot




A

T

CPOY i {19 dHay 61D 2d 1nd (U)
SURIECT:  Operational Repory for the Quarterly Perviod Endlng 30 April 196/
from 1}, IL ¥icld Foree, Vietpam (RCS CSFOR-AS)

1%, US APM?, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 18 OCT1987

TU: Aspistant Chief of Staff for Force Dovelopment, Department of the
Army, Washiugton, D, C, 20310
i, This headquarters hag evaluated subject repnrt and forwacding
indorscments and concurg in the report as indorsed,

2, Reference para 2¢, 2d Tnd and page 49. buasic: Generators
currently belng managed under the Closed Loop Program,

are

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

e £\
M-“L{M
K. P. OSBOURW
15 Incl HAT, AGC
nc Asst AG

56

i
7

e e




A i E
IRy PORCE vasiRet RGO by T el O - 40 apy O
IMTT _DEpinsen
3 UNIT DATE LOCATION
é: i96th Inf Bds (Sep)(Lt) (OPCOH) 9 Apr 67 IIT MaF, 1 €727
- URITS ASOTGNED
HRG, 11 FRRCEV 10 Jan 66 LONC BINH
HHD, II FFOHCEV Arty 17 Jen 66 IONG BINH
HHB, 8th TAB, 25th Arty 13 Aug 66 I1ONG BINH
s 2d CA Co 7 Dso 66 LONG BINH
9th Trens Co (Car) 23 Aug 66 LONG HINH
44th AFU 1 0ot 66 LONG BINE
5524 MP Co 23 Sap 66 LONG BINH
= ONITS ATTAGHED
2d Bn, 34%h Arnor 12 Sep 66 10NG BINE
E 5¢h Bn, 2d Arty (AY SP) & 27 Bov 66 LONG BINH
£ D Btry, Tist Axty (AW)
é 534 Sig Bn (Corps) * 4 Jun 66 101G BIRE
é 16th Sig Det 16 May 66 LOKG BINH
_§ 7th #il Hiet Det 1 Jun 66 LONG BINH
’% 16¢h IT T4 4 Tun 66 LONG BINH
§ 29th Cham Dot 10 Max 66 LONG BINA
gé Det 32, 5th Weather Sqdn 1 Oot 66 LONG BINH
f%
= 1-1
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=1z DATE LOCATION

2719th MI Dst 20 Fay 65 LOHG BIN

RECNEN

[ R LR TR

=
E
§4

5034 HR Bn 8 Jun 66 LONG BIRH
517th Engr Dst 4 Jun 66 LogG Bl
* In the previous quariar, the 534 Sig Bn wag raporied as an OFCON uvnit.
It should have been maporisd as attachsed.
OPCON_UNITS
18% Inf Div 15 Max 66 DT AN
9th Inf Div 14 Dec 66 BEAR CAT
25%h Inf Div (-) 22 Mar 66 an oux
1st ATF Jun 66 NUI DAY
34 Bde, 4th Inf Div 16 Oct 66 DAU TIENG
17334 Abn Bae (Sep) 22 Mar 66 BIEY HOA
199¢h Inf Bde (Sep) (Lt) 10 Dec 66 LONG BINH
11th ACR 26 Sep 66 XUAN 1OC
23d Arty Gp 15 Mar 66 PHU LOI
54th Arty Gp 1 Oct 66 XUAN LOC
12th Awn Gp 15 Mar 66 LONG BINH
246th PSYOP Co 6 Dec 66 BIEN HOA
TENANT UNIT
618t Med Dot % 25 Jun 66 LONG BINH
#% FPreviously the 61s% Mad Det was reported as attached. It should

have been xeported as a Tenang g%it.
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15T BDE, 1ST INF DLV
1/2D INF BN

1/26TH INF BN
1/28TH INF B

2D BDE, 15T INF DIV
2/16TH INF BH
1/187H INF AH
2/18TH INF BN

30 BRE, 157 IdF DIV
2/20 INF BH (iECH)
1/16TH I:f BN
2/26TH INF BN

1/4TH 04V SuDN

18T INF DIV ARPY
1/5TH ARTY BN (105T)
B/6Ti ARYY BN (158'SP)
1/7TH ARTY BN (105%)
2/%3D ARTY BN (1057)
157 AVN BE

18T ENCK BN

12187 SIG BN

STH INF DIV

1ST BDS, 974 INF DIV
2/39TH INF BN
4/39TH INF BN
2/47TH INF BN (MBCH)
2D BDE, 9TH INF IIV
3/A7TH INF BN
4/4TTH INF BN

3D BDE, 9TH INF DIV
3/397H INF BN
2/60TH INF BN

3/60TH INF BN

5/60TH INF BN (MECH)
3/5TH CAV SQDN

9TH INF DIV ARTY
1/11TH ARTY BN (105T)

Incl 2

FRGYIHCH

BIaH HOA
Pimi HOA
BIN DUONG
BINI DUGHG
BIND DUOKG
BINH DUORG
BIEN BOA
BIEN HOA
BIEN 1104
BIRH HOA
BINH DOONG
LIND HUUHG
BINH DUONG
BINH DUORG
RINH WIONG
BINH DUONG
BINH DUONG
BINI LUOHG
BIEN HOA
BINH DUONG
BINH DUONG
BIEN HOA
BIKN HOA

BIER HOA
BIEN ECA
BIEN HOA
BIEN HOA
BIEN BOA
DIFH TUONG
DINA TUONG
BIEN HOA
IOKG AN
LONG AN
LONG AN
DINH TUONG
JONG AN
BIEN HOA
BIEN HDA
BIEN HOA

CONF
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LOHG BINH YTOS51111
Ul AN ATY 10060
PHUOC VINH X1Y55497
PHUOC VINH XTYANAQ0
PHYOC VIMH  XT974499
PHUOC VINH XT954498
DI a¥ XT907073
DI AN XT205077
DY A¥ ATGOTOTG
DI AW XTQ03077
LAl K $TT64A378
LAT Kits ATEAF 1Y
LAT K XPTT0579
LAT KHE XT7643%80
PHY LOT XT669175
PHU LOT XM867157
PHUOC VIEH XTO65490
PHO 10T ATE6T1157
nI AN XT909G:71
LAT XU= XT760%15
PRU LOI 1Te31171
DI AN xeniosy
DI AK ATI0A051
LONG THANH TT163002
LONG 'THANH YT159001
LONG THANH TYP163018
LONC THANH YT16%042
LORG THANH Y2171006
DORG TAY XS417439
DONG TAM XS447439
LONG THANH YT173001
TAN AR XS456648
RACH KIEN  XS739697

AP TAN THANH XS653623
DONG PAM 5417439
BINH PHUOG XS60995%
LONG THANH YT167010
LONG THANH YP172004
LONG THANH ¥T§52018
2 =1
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CCRMUSHACY

1T /PURCHEY

15T 1INF DIV

130 IND DIV

8T BDE, 87T INE DIV
BDey #3T INF DIV
IHF biv

nbk, 15T THE DIV

20 BDE, NT IRY D1V

20 4bE, 16T THR bIY

157 Thy DLy

3D DDE; 15T IKRF DIV

ZD BOE; 15T INF DIV
3D BLH, 15T IKF DIV
TET T bLy

15T INF DIV

15T TR DIV ARPY

15T INE DIV ARDY

8T INF DIV ARTY

16T INF DIV ARTY

15T IN® DIV

15T AN DLV

1530 IHE DLy

1T FRORCEV

9FH INF DIV

15T BUZ, 9TH INF LIV
14T BDE, OTH iNF DIV
1ST BDE, 9TH INF DIV
9TH INF DIV

2D BDE, 970 INT DIV

20 BDR, 9TH INF DIV

9.1 INF DIV

3D BDE, 9TH 1NF DIV

3D BDE, 9iH INF DIV

3D BB, 9TH IND DIV

3D BDE, 9TH INF DIV

OPH INF DIV

9T INF DIV

9rH TNF DIV ARTY
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mE oo PROVIHCE  SIATION  COORDIFATES  COF HQ %
: 47 2/4TH AETY BN (1051) LOEG AN TAF A¥ X9546648 GRL INP DIV ARTY %
3 48 3/34TH ARTY BE é105’1’) BINE TUOHG DOEC TAM  ¥5417439 3D B/%, 9TH IRF IV =
49 1/84TH ARTY BN (155T/6"SP) DBIEd HOA  LONG THANH 18168997  OTH IBF DIV ARTY
3 50 9TH AVH BE BIEN FOA  LOWG THARH YF16C0i2 97N IKP DIV
3 51 15T EMER BR BIEN H0a  LOWG THAWH YP168013  9TH IEF DIV
3 ! 2 9TR SI¢ BH DIEN RO  IOHO THAWH YS170098  9TH IRF DIV
é i 5% 19}?}1 147 BDE BIX 504  I0HG BIEH YIO77i22  9TH INP DIV
= : 54 2/3D 1I§F BN BIEy HOA 10O BINE  ¥TO77122 1997 BIE
3 55 3/77H INC BN BIEH EDA  LOKC BINH YTO77122 19918 BOS
i 56 4/12TH INP E¥ BIEF HOA  I0HG BINH YRO77122 1990 HDE
% ! 57 D/iTEH CAV TRP BIEW BOA  10MG BIFH TYIO77i22  1997H BIR
% ; 56 2/40TH AETY BH (105T) BIEFN Ea  ILONG BINH Y90OT77i22  1997H B3IE
2 : gg 87FH ENCR €O BIEN EDA  10HG BIFH YIO77122  1997H BDS
é1
& 62
g 3 257 IFF DIV HAU NGHEIA  OU CHI EP647153 11 PPORCEV
34 159 BIR, 25T 1EF DIV HAU NGHIA CU CHI XP454157  25TH INF DIV
65 A/9TH DNF BR HAU HGHIA CU CHI XP662155 131 BIR, 2578 INF DIV
66 2/i4TH I6P BN PAU HGHIA €U CHI XP65716%7 187 BIE, 25TH INF DIV
67 4/2%D INF BF (MECH) HAU HGHIA €U CHI X1653164 137 BIE, 25TE 1KP DIV
¢8 2D BDE, 25TH INF DIV HAV NGAIX GU CHI X7644157  25TH INF DIV
69 41/5TH INF BE (MBECH) HAU NGHIA CU SHI X7653163 2D BDB, 25TH INP DIV
70 1/"27@ 1IFF BN HAU RGEHIA CU CHX 2639151 2D BDE, 25TH INF DIV
71 2/27rA IFF BH HAU HOHIA CU CHI XP642157 2D BDE, 25T INF DIV
72 3/4TH CAV SQDR HAU RGHIA ©U GIX 1654145 25T JRF DIV
73 25TH INF DIV ARTY HAU EGHIA CV CHT. 10645156  257H INF DIV
14 1/6TH ARTY BN (105T) HAU WCHIA CU COBI 650156  25TH YHP DIV ARTY
75 7/1158 AKFY BE é'losm) HAU NOWTA CU GHI XP656163  25TH INF DIV ARTY
' 76 3/13%H AEsY BN (155/678P) HAU NOH{4 CU CHI FP644156  25TH INF DLV ARTY
‘ v 25TH AVH BH HAU WGHYA CU CHI 647147  25TH INK DIV
' 78 657 ENGR BN EAU NGHIA CU CHI ATE56153  25TH INF DIV
79 125TH SIC BN HAU NGHI& CU CHI XT643149  25TE YHF DIV
, 0 3D RIS, ATH INF DIV BINH DUONG DAU PIERG XP493472 2578 INF DIV
i 81 2/12TH InF DY BINH DUOKG DAU TIENG  XTP49247 39 BDE, ATd INF DIV
82 2/229 I8P BR (MsCH) BINH DUONG DAU TIENG XT490480 3D BDk, 4TH INF DIV
; 63 3/22D INF BX BIVH DUONG DAU TIENG XT490470 - 3D BDE, 4TH INF DIV
; ‘84 C/1/10TH cAV TRP BINE DUOEG DAU TIFEG XT425473 3D BIE, 4TH INF DIV
gz 2/17M ARTY BR (105T) BINE DUORG DAU PZENG  X1495475 3D BIR, 4TH IRF DIV
87
88
89
90 -
91
92
93
94
95
96
97 173D ABN INF EDE BPIEN HOA  BIEN HOA  YFOU9149  II PPORCEV
98 1/503D ARN INF 2N BIEN HOA 60nm HA  XT998147 173D HIB
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LINE

2/503D ABH INP BN
4/503p ABY IHF BN
D/16TH AEOR
B/1TIR AV TEP

3/319TH ARFS 38 (105T)
173D ERGR €D

HQ 157 ATF

619 DAR

TTH RAR

3D SAS SQEH

A 3Qiai/3D CAV REGT

18T FD BEGT (105 PACK)
1ST FD SQIH BAE

103D SIG SQOK *

119H ACR
1/11TH AC SN

3/11TH AC SQDH
919TH ENGR CO

_2/34TH AR BN

1T FPORCEY ARTY .

5 2D ARTY BN (40=m AWSP)
_ 8/25TH ARTY BN (TAB),

9 23D ARTY GP
1/27TH ARTY BN (1558P)
2/13'1'3 ARTY BN 105m)
6/27m n
2/320 ARTY
57 S4TH ARTY GP
7/9TH ARTY BX
BN

Zf MBN

(eu
‘2
(e

12TH AVIATION GP

HEB

"/47559)
175SP)

ma%)

PROVINCE

BIER BOA
BIEW ROA
BIiEW HOA
BIEZ BOA
BIER EDA
RIEF BOA

PHUOC TUY
PHUOC TUY
PHUOC TOY

PRUCC TUY
PHUIOC TUI
FHTOC TUY
PHUOC TUY

IONG KHANH
108G KHANH

LONG KHANH
LONG KHARH

 BIEN HOA

BIEN HOA

~ BIEN HOA

BINH DUONG.
BINH DUONG
BINH DUONG
BINH DUORG
TAY NINH
LONG KHANH
BIEN HOA
OB KHANE
PHUOC TUY
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STATION

BIEW HO4
BIEY H0A
BIEN HOA
BIER HOA
BIEN HOA

ZER EDA

HUI DAT
RUL DAT
RUL DAT
HUL DAT
EUI DAT
NUI DAT
NUI DAT
RUI DAT

LORG GIAD
LOHG GIAO

LOWG GL&O
LOEG GXAO

LONG HINE

BIEN HOA 1ONG BIRH
61
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COORDINATES

YT025153
Y£022152
21141
TI00T156
YR013148
YR006148

¥8435667
Y8441684
Y3442765
18435664
Y8431667
Y5431663
Y5437665
YR432666

YS438968
¥8440970

¥8433963
Y440976

YT129113

1051112
TF110120
1052112

. XTe45152

X2845153
XT847152
XI757498
XT163522
Y1467067
YT169005
TT470097
Y3426657

TT058170

<

IT FFORCEV
HQ 187 AT
HQ 1ST AT®
HQ 1ST ATP
HQ 137 ATF
HQ 157 ATF
HQ 13T ATF
HQ 18T ATP

I1 FFURCEV
117H ACR

11TE ACR
11TH ACR

I1 F¥CRCEV

II FPORCEV

II FFORCEV ARTY
I1 FFORCEV ARTY
11 FFORCEY ARTY
23D ARTY GP

23D ARTY GP
23D ARYY GP
23D ARFY GP

II FFORCEV ARTY
54TH ARTY GP
548 ASTY GP
54TH ARTY GP

I1 FFORCEV
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LINg 1)y EROVINOE  smapion COORDI MATES
157 197H avn By RINE DUDRG FEU Lox XP858161
152 1457 AVA bm BN HOA  BIE moa XT988129
153 222D ayN BN PHUOC T0Y  vumg mag ¥5296472
154 2697H Avy By HAU NGHIA ¢V omp XT656157
‘.52 214TH AVN By# BLEN HOA  Lowe guang 167003
15

157

158

159 '

160 53D 310 By BIGN HOA  LONG g 1050110

® The 214tk Avn By wag Proviously nameq "Buffalo Avn Bp",
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12TH AVN qp
12TH AVN ¢p
i2TH AVE Gp
1T 4¥0 gp
1201 AVY gp

II FFORCEY
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VC PROVINCIAL AND
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PRINCIPAL UNITS I IV (T2

Incl 7

SHADED AREA - 9TH 08 DIV OPERATTONAL AREA
- PROVINCE BOUNDARIES
67
71

CONFIDENTIAL

(ke izaa vl ety

il 4 o e B

iy

ilmum“‘uhmmlmll&ﬁuﬂ@rtiu e



<« 7 L S
< vk 2% T =1 -7 ) v . ﬁ.
'P A

I X e =
VV/./ // /lo //”/V.,_ , / —_—
. | /” /m PN
AN o | —

081 ' e
- 09

oic .
ol

CONFIDENTIAL

CONFIDENTIAL

om S R,




e

TGOS A1) (I 7 . v e

[N e e

LCUNRPe BN AL

STATISTICAL SBEARY
TACTICAL AXR SUPPORT
1 Pebauayy - 30 April 1967

SUB
BORAT, ROBLY,
RORAT, TOPLTL
1. Total sir sorties during period: TUSAF 10,949
VNAP 44654
15,603
2. BRumber sorties flown by U3
airoraft in support of ARVH: 24305
3. Humber soxtiss flown by VHAP
in support of ARVN: 2,369
4. Total number sortiea flown in
support of ARVN: 41674
5. Rumber sorties flown by U3
airaxaft in support of US Forces: 10,000
6. Number sorties flown by VEAF
aircraft in support of US Forcess 5
7. Total number sorties flown in
support of US HYorces: 10,91
8. Humber COMBAT SKY SPOP missions
flown in gupport of ARVN: 141
9. Number COMBAT 3KY SPOT missions
flown in support of US: 1ot Inf Div 201
9th Inf Div 54
25th Inf Div 162
1734 Abn Bde 13
1at ATP 83
11th ACR 12
Other 5
10, BResults of Air Strikess 11. Ordnance expended:
KBA (BC) 345 Bombs 33,821
KBA (BsT) 1,501 Rockets 37,146
Struotures deastroyed — 2,642 CBU 427,084
Structures damaged 1,196 NAPALM 18,1
Secondary explosions 310 20mn 2,630,500
Incl 9 69
91
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DEPARTMEINT OF THE AIMY
NEADQUIARTERS, I PIFELD Lokt Tl arpr b
AlO SAM FRANCISOOY Ly,

11 Juns 1967

A
A\ SUBJECTs Operations in Inundated Aveas Ssmirer (U)

TOs 8EE DISTRIBUTIOH

i. Attsohed for your information are summrics of prementstiocas p=de
at ths Operations in Inundated Areas Seninar held at II FFRCBV conference
room on 13 HMaxch 1967.

2. Preaentutions weres
@, Operations in the RUNG SAT « lgt Inf Div. (Inul 1)

b. Use of BAG Boats on CEVAR FaLl$S -~ 25th Inf ¥Yiv. (Imol 2)

o. Operstion FAIKFAX - 199th Inf Bde, (Inel 3)

pet

d. Special Forces Delte Operations - 5th SFG. (Tuel 4)

SO 4

6. Treining. Flans, and Urganization for operations in inundetes
areas -~ 9th Inf Div. (Inmcl Y)

s

f. Use of Mechanized/Armar Yoroes in the Pelts - IV CTZ SA. (Incl 6)

€. Naval support for Aray operstions - COMNAVFGRV., (Inel 7)
FOR THE COMMANDER:

7 Inol ' Y sl
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an . McGRATH !
CPT, AGC 1
Asst AG :
DISTRIBUPIONs D !
Flus :

<-COMNAVFORY
2-834, IV CTZ !

2-5th SFG

l/ i
{
15«1 i '
Incl 15 94 '
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CONFIDERTIAL

OEERATIONS IN THE RUNG SAT
167 INP DIVISION

i+ The firat presentation wké given by the lst Inf Div on operations
in the RUNC 8AT. During 1066 the ist Inf Div conducted Operations LEXINOTON,
BATON ROUGE apd CHARLESTOR in tle southern porticn of the RUNG SAT. The
mission of the division wvas to conduct extensive patrolling, asbushes, and
asaroh and destroy cpsrations. The acncapt of the operation was to establish
& forward oommand post and fire support base in the RUNG SAT and & logistios
base Nearby whioh was also used a8 a drying cut ares for the companies, In
gensral, the companies conduoted independent operations fox 24-48 hours and
wore then transported tc¢ the drying out area for 48-72 hours. A ccabimation
of heliccpters and ARVN river assault group hoats were utilized to insert
and extract units into the various Als.

2. The disoussion of operations LEXINGION III, BATON ROWGE end CHARLESTON

 highlighted practical experiences and the following lessons learneds

8¢ A low ievel aerisul renon can shov ihe unit ocemmandexr locations
vhore uumapped streams and high grounds might afford the VC a base camp site.
SBince ths VC do not sst up base camps in the lowlands or the mangrove swamps,
an seria! recon can save valuable time by allowing the company commepders to
pinpoint be most likely axeas of VO motivity,

be Stresm orosaing tevhaiques mst be learned and practiced prior
to opersting in tas RSS2, Safet; measures musnt be strictly adhered to in
& Tiver ocrossing.

Ce The most effective method to search an area is to allow the
platoons to search indepsndently, uhereby obteiniag a thorough sesrch snd
full coverage of the entire arsa.

4. '_nndion $hat are not protected from water booo_m_inoporahlo. Radios
can be waterproofed by plscing them in plaatic bags and sealing them with tape.

. Strezan crossings are best made at high tide when men can float

~acress apd fow the heavy equipment on air mattresces. Wwhen tide is low the -

sxpoced mud banks are very steep and double the length of time nesded to oross
& given stream.

f. There axe very fow LZs in the RS3ZL., 3omd uraters serve adesquately
.I..fh one chip LZa. L3 construotion air strikes may be requesied to mmke orater

g8+ F P B4 radar cot was employed constantly at the bn fwd CP. Thie
sllewed a minimum amount of men as & seourity force snd pormitted the amxisum
smount «f personnel to engsge in search and dastroy eperations,

Inologure )
15=2
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h, Hawsiocks are indiepensible in the RisSu because of the wet grounk,

The Arsy iesue hammook is unsatisfactory becuuss of the difficulty of getting
bt of i+ sulekly and quietly. Recommend that the bmock be altered or re~
placed vﬁ.th a light veight hasmock for operation: 1n the ASude

ie Gaall boat opsrations (RAQ, LCM, others) are lergely dependent
upon tide variations. Relisble esti-i.tes of the time exxoute must be ob-
tained.

Jo Ample time umet be alloved the ambmsh jatrol t¢ prepare the
aite, eat, maintain weapons, set up hammucka and ottein adequate rest. This
tekes more time in swamps thun on dry grown.

k. Ambushes conducted along mein wivers sud at stream junotvions
throughout the RS32Z produwosl the best results. The Viet Cong appear to
utilize ths rivers freely at night. The daager of not knowing the mmber
of sampans moving into an ambush site can be alleviated by use of olaymore
mines, Flacing them on the flanks ~f the ambush aite and firing them to
seal off the killing zone reduces the threat of aiditional sampans firing
intn the asbush site.

1. To maintain tho health of the commmnd, ewch compsuy vas limited
to 48 hours for opermtion in the RS3Z. Upon completion of the operation and
iamediately aftexr extraotion from the swamps, the buttalion surgeon conducted
¢ medical examination of the entire coapany to check the condition of feet

2s Once & VC base ommp waa located in the RS3Z the destiruction of
the ipstallation was a diffisult taak, since tho necessary demolitions cannot
bs oarried throush the R854 terrmin. 4 supply of cratering charges, demo=-
litions, blasting devices helu &t the battalion nupply point ready $r
delivery by helisopters provod to be of grewt value in the destruction of
these hu’ulhtiom.

n. & sethod of lmtipg command detomted uines wvae to0 ].ocuto ve
-rkwn. such a8 stiocks in the water that do not move with the current. Thess
markere vere used o referenos points by the VC sc that they cuvuld detonate
the wines mﬁu oowu.

: 0. RExtreme uution mst be sxeroised in selecting landing sites
wing small boat operations. Tidal changes and inconazistaagy of the soild
oomposition in the RS8Z can hamper operations. Tide duta cbtained from
8-2 is & valuable faotor in selecting time and place. Detailed reconnsissance
insures the best posaible landing sites.

Pe Rivexr orossing oduipmnt for euch platnon should include a 100~
150 £t rops. BEach soidiex snocuid carry &n air mativess if boats mrs Kot

available, Ths salt wvater in the RUW: SAT will ruin air mattresses event-
ually, 80 extra stocks should be requested in advance.

GUNFIBENTIAL
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G+ The peos oount commges oonsiderably in the mangrove swaups. Bach
unit should sheck ites pace for 100 meters. Approximately 260 steps were used
t0 zeasure 100 mater.

v, Tadieidnel swcale and alevéness decrsussd aftay 8 houvs in the
&

swemp, Rotating troops approx evsry 48 hours and giving them & 2<4 day Mxeak
solves this problenm. :

e« The VC in the RSSZ did not appear to be well trained or aggressive. .

te The COMNAVFURVLNO looated in the bn TOC proved valusble in qo-
ardinating requirements with the VNN snd US Navy., Daily liaison is necessary.

3+ The lst Inf Div conoluded that there ia no question of it's ability to
operate in the RUNG SAT. There msy be a guestion concerning the length of -
time & unit can effectively oparate in this type enviromaent beocause of medical ‘
pcoblems. '
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USRE OF Re3 DOATS OM CEDAR FALLS

284&h ‘l’ﬂ'ﬂ-&ﬁv Divdat an

—r w—

1. 45'& Ing Mv prumtstioa oovered tho use of ARVHN River Assault

.._ ,,,,, Iah aaaaa

fas) dusing spd uvc Opexation GEUAR F

2. Using BAG boats from the ARVN Mavy, plus local FF and CIDG groupe,
the 25tk Inl ¥iv conduwoied four separate operatione,

3. In the first operation, RAG boats were used in a sesrch and destrqy
opsration. The RAGs were umed for transportation on the many sireams in the
ares apd t0 search the stream banks., Bscause of the heavy vegetation it was
not prectical to search from the shore side. The number of VU found hiding
along the banks clearly indicated this technique wvas valuablae., The added
mobility and ability to position troops in previously insoocessible aress was
paxrsicularly noteworthy.

4. In the sscond operation, the 25th IAf Div used RAG boats to position
forces along the streams in the ocbjeotive area. In addition, a reaction force
vas asssmblod adoard engineer meseult boats. Again, the boats provided much-
nesded mobility. After the mineuver elements were landed; the doats remained
in the area to be used for fire support missions and to oover water uolp-
routes.

S5« On the 31 operstion, BAG boats were used to position an enveloping
foros. BSuzprise was the dominant factor. The noise of the boats was ac-
oepted aa narma)l rivor traffic noise Ly the VC. The euveloping foros was
able to schieve tactical surprise snd attack the rear of the VC positiona.

6. The 4th operation was somewhat different in that the RAG boats were
used to block an avemns of sscape. Marsuvar elements on the grouni pushed
tho VC foroes toward the river area which was oovomod by the RAS boats.

7. The lessons lnrud ty the 25th Inr Mv weres

8. Bostz provided mobility ia an area noi suitable for huliooptor
or foot cperations. _ , _

be Bosts permitted asearohing stream banks and placing blocking farces
slong vater escape rcutes.

o. Commend boats are a mwst. When adviacrs or lisison perscansl
are available thay should be a part of the command group.

d. A fast, small engineer sssault boat was used for point and rear
security.

Avoid putting too many people in ons bheat.
fe Use stream bank ngst-tion to cover moves,

Inclosurxe 2
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GONFICENTIAL

&+ On searches, move back and forth across the river to prevent
the VC from guessing where operations will be conducted next.

h, Use engineser assault boats for smaller streams and to carry
roaction forces.

ik

i. landing eraft and the monitol (fire support boat) ecan be used
to establish a fire sunpert bass,

J. Use patrol boats and helicopter gunships to secure the movemwnt
of the main asssuld zroups,

PR IR

k., PMire missions fruu aerial observers and forward observers must be
coordinated to provide ascurate, safe, responsive fires.

Y TIRTRERIETAI

1, Smoke and mariing panels should be used to help identify
friendly elements,

n, liaison and joint plamnning become :I.mportant at the operational

' h. Advance planning takes from 36-48 hours. Planning should be
dotailed enough to provide information on signal nets, supply, and methods
of operetion, mrremcea_m Arzy and Navy supply items must be considered.

0. BRehearsals and familiarization rides are recommended., Coi-
mnications and control measurss should be exercised.

il AR L e sl dndle

e g AL 0 b tt g

'p. Poseibility of attack by friendly air must be offset by signals,
ccordination and contact.

q. Control eritical points along the bank, iong stretches of
stroans that end in & bend are particularly critical, = _

. r. Fire control lines mst be carefully selected. Uae of. stream .
‘bmka 13 unsatisrmtory, becam oountrol of the banks is meesury C

s, Doat maintenance is a problem. Prior planming and coordination
. id.threpdrlmeiesmtbenda

: t. Careful reconnaissande a.ad dota.ued terrain atn.diu are mdod
Navigation in a masge of streams is difficult.

u. A lightweight life preserver is needed,

CONFIGERTIL
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199th Inf Bde

i+ Operation FAIRPAX comducted by the 199th Inf Bde, wmoi opares
tions whioch sre neither ecnplctoly riverine snor completely lamd bauwmd.
This oparation wea soxdustsd Ia he areas south, southesst, amd northwest
of Saigon. The mission was to destroy VO guerrillas and infrastructure
and to promote Revolutionary Development. The terrain in thie aves i2
mostly rice peddy with a network of steep baxked camals, streams, and ditohes.
There are & number of fresh and salt water mershes in the area, Tidal
fluctuations were important beoause they determine vhat is end vhat 1s net
inundated. . \ .

2. Origiaating from oompany bases dispersed throughout the ares, most
of the daylight operations were sesrch and destroy and ooxdom and searoh
missions. Both helicopter and small boat oparations were oconducted. The
ability to move by land, sea, or air is s must for operstioms in inundated
Areas.

3« Bight oparations consisted mostly of amiushes set up along atresas,
ocapals, and rivers. Asbushes consisting of a rifle squad and a machine gun
seotion were typiosl of iafuntry units, vhile platoon siss aadushes were
typioal of cavairy smbushes. Use of starlight scapes proved to be exe
tremely valusble. Tracer fire merked the limits of the kill sons, into
whioh all fire was direoted. The pairol lesder using the starlight scope
would then adjust fire as necessary. It was surprising to note that the
same ambush wonld have repested contact in the same place in a two o
three hour period, Ambushing 2 or 3 sampens in a 5 ar 10 winute period
indicated the VC have a problem communiceting while afloet. The most
productive ambush period was between 2000 and 2500 hours.

4e lassons learned were:
ae To be effective personnel often have to stay in waiwt deey

. water; a drying cut period after operstions is a mwt,

bse 4 mmall cut is very likely to become infeoted,

' © 6s The use of silicone grease on the fest is effeciive, but it
is hud on socoks,

de Band bags are necessary to build stable msohine gun pletforms.

e Fire discipline is important for two reasons; not springing the
anbush to¢ early and conserving ammunition. Resupply is very diffioult in
this type operation unless helicopters are availabla.

£+ Operations in marshy aresas ars particulsrly hard on weapous.
M muat be cleaned at least twvide a aay.

&+ Practiove axd rshearze methods far crosaing streams. Rarticularly.

important are hasty or expedient stream orossings, which should he included
ix replacemsnt trsining prograns.
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he Water survival is importamt. Flace good ewimimexrs in oach %Lk
element to help others.

i. Starlight scopes must oe kept dry.
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CORFICENTIAL
SPECIAL FOKCES DELTA OFFRATIONS
STH SPECIAL FORCES GROUP

1. The presentation by the Sth Specisl Forces Group concentratod om
operations in the Mekong Delta during the 1966 floods. Detailed desorxipsion
of terrain, problems, and solutions to these probloms were especislly
informative. ‘

2. The low ground end depth of water turn a large portion of tho Delts
into a lake during the wet sesson (May to Sep). Becsuse the CIDG and USSP
Lot only operate in but live in these areas, they have a great deal of
experience vith operations in inundated areas.

3+ Experiences and lessons learned:

a. Miaes and booby traps become less of a problem when area is
flooded.

be VC 40 not have base areas tut they do msintain way stations.
Yay stations are usually oaches of supplios end weapons along the banks of
ocanals or at the base of husmmocks in the flooded areas. Thus the VC oan
continue to use this area for infilteation routes during the wet season,

6. VC were affected hy flooding, the same &z our forces. VC
vere forced to move 0 sampans, treetops, and hummocks of land. His re-
duced mobility and support capsbility sffected his morale &a well an his
operations.

d. Destruction of hridges inoressed ducing the rainy sesson.
The VC wsed sampans to trans, -i munitions to ths bridge sitea,

. Major VC elemerti moved into Cambodia during the rainy aseascn.
Guerrilla forces ware lafi behind to protect caches and dependents left bohind,

f. VC imbedded sticks in the bottom to mwrk kill zones in flooded
axreas.

g+ CIDG oamps are easily flooded. Camps must be built so that
they are higher than the surrounding ground. Fill for walls mmat be dug
from ocutside “he walle, not inside.

he. Defensive oclaymores were put ou flosats. They temded to turn
and face friemdly forces. Frinting the backs white holped deteormine the
direction of fire.

i. Submerged minesz hamper boat operations.
- r‘l‘ﬂ '\
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Jo Indiroet fire support becomes a problem. Camps are mot mutually
supparting amd location of indireot fire weapons becomes oritieal. 4,2 inch
and Slmm mortar firing positions become wmmsable. Main fire suppert ocmes
frem airaraft and gumships.

k. Because of the floodeld conditioms many airfields were aot
usable. Rarachute drops into tho water vwere used to resupply the eems.
Supplica were recoversd by boats.

1. Use tops of well-built bunkers as helipais snd moriar firing
positions.

r. Use 0il drums to build floatimg platforms as helipads axd
firing positiems.

2. Use of sampans beoccmes a must, Troops must be $rained to use
sampans vithout over-turning thea.

0» Problems in command and gontrol are exaggerated. Use of L~19s
apl UH-1Da as ocoatrol ships is ideal.

po Operatiomsl mebility and, therefors, renge imersased witk use
of hcats. logistiocel, swpport, and control problems at long rangss from
baser had to bs planned for in advance.

g+ Sempans are sunk vhem not in use. Sumken saipans caa be
raimed, doiled out, and veed. If they ate net used, destroy them.

r+ K-798 become idasl irdireot fire weapons. They are eesy %o
fire from boats.

8. Use ground formation amall unit taoties far boat operaticms.

t. Use cumpany #2ized oporations when fiooded. Use platoon
operaticns vhen water level starta to go downm.

. The enemy is often aged at long ranges over the water,
Submachine guns &re not effactive. BHifles, ¥79s and machine guns are
better because ranges of engagement is longer.

vo Radar was not offective beocsuse of distortion and slutter when
usad over water,

v. Starlight soopes oam be used, bus operators Euet be trained in
wse of them over water.

X. Uss of eirbdoats psrmits & combination of maval, atr and scavalry
tactios. Flanking sweeps, strafing runc, and frontal changcs beooms foasible.

Y. DBriag plastio repair kits aloag when cperatimg with plantie beats.
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%, Repair parts for boat motors are critical. Kvery sffort to
anticipate needs must be made. Parts and spare motors should be oarried

on pnewatisns,
: |
l aa. Mlter fuel at base camp when you put it into plastis sane,
. Trying to filter it afloat c:n be disastrous,

_ ab, Prestock supplies during the dry measen for ihe rainy season.
. Type of supplies that should be stockpiled are: sandbags, cement, wire,
stakes, nails, roofing materiel, 55 gal drums, boat and motor repkir parts,

ac, Put 8 rock or wood core in the center of earthen barms to
keep them from washing away.

ad, Pumps are required toc keep camps pumped out.

as, Plan for MEDEVAC. Use of helicopters is not always feasible
because of the lack of landing areas., High speed boata which can evacuate
wounded to hslicopter landing areas become a musti.

af. Personnel air cushion vehicles (PACV) proved to be very val- :
uable. The speed and armament of these vehicles further increased their i
effectiveness. They were used in the Plain of Reeds, and traveled over water,
mud, hummocks, clumps of small trees, and tall rceds.

ag. Training for small boat operations must start early. Familiar-
ization with boats, loading, formations, and control signals are important
for all troops, Boat operators and both loat and motor repairman must be
trained well in advance of operations. They must be ready in time to
condust the general troop training mentioned earlier.. .

i
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TRAINING, PLANS, AND ORGANIZATION FOR OPERATICRS
Ik INUNDATED AREAR
9TH INFANTRY DIVISION _ .

1. Genoral: Topics discussec were:

a. Concept of operations.

b. Plars ard operations.

" - 5 - A PR
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2, Concept of oprations: The riverine campaign will be essentially
& land campaign which . uses on the waterways as avenues of approach,
rather than as barriers. Riverine operations will strengthen govermment
control of the waterways, which are essential to the commerce of the aresa,
and thues.strengthen governmont control of the population.

3. Plans and Operations:

a, Missions for riverira operations are assigned by the combined
canpaigr plan. Operational planning will be backward planning, as in
amphibious and airmobile planning., Starting with the ground tactical plan
to accomplish the mission, operations will be rlanned backwards through
assault, movement, and loading phases, Naval forces will be integrated into
all phases, no! just the movemsnt and assauvlt,

b, Operations will Le primarily search and destroy. Naval forces
will provide fire support, logistics, command facilities, and mobility for
reaction forces. Control of flat trajectory weapons fire will be ons
coordination problem between forces,

¢. An intelligence data base for the general area of operations
is being collected. Operational plans based on thias intelligence, will be
~sde as much 28 a month in advance. Riverine forces have the capability
-¢ rapidly regroup and redeploy to react to new intelligence, even though
fvlly committed.
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USE OF MECHANIZED FCRCES IN THE DELTA
IV CTZ SENIOR ADVIS(R

1, The IV Corps T2 ic bounded bty the III Corps on the norcheast, by
Cambodis on the north, and the Gulf of Thailara on the west end tho South
China Sea on the south and east. The Corps Zone is a flat, poorly dralined
Delta region, oriss-crosced with a danse nstwork of rivere, streams axd
canals. Rxceptions to this normal iype terrain are significant in. thaet
they provide bess »reoss for the Viet Cong forces. BExceptional arcac sres

&, The mevan mountains area whivi is in CHKAU DCC Provinco adjacent
to the Cambodian Border. The highest clavation exceeda 7CU0 neigrs ord zo-
pressnts ths highest 2levation in the Delta., The:se mountaine, while small,
are heavily forested and rugged. They are honeycombed with caves and tunnela.
They are well fortified and provide excellent defensive positions for the
VC. Speocinl Forces conduct extenasive search and destroy operaiions in this
complex.

be The U MINH Forest area on the southwest coast is conaidersd by
the VC to be a libarated area. It ie recognized by friendly farces to bs
a major VC base ares within the IV (TZ.

o« The coastal mangrove awamps arl marshe. exist in the CA MAU
Penninsula in southern AN XUYEN Province and extend along tue coastal ares
of the South Chine Sea to the III Corps boundary. 4 small, somewhat less
dense mangrove awamp, axists in the northern portion of XIEN GIANZ Proringe
adjacent to the Cambodian Border. These swampy areas provide excellent
ooncealmsnt areas for the infiltr.tion of weapons and materiel. They are
&l80 utilized for training areas regrouping, and supply areas.

d. The rlain of Reeds encoupasses virtuzlly all of XIRN TUOEG
Province, a portion of KIEN PHCNG P:ovince and extends into the III CTZ.
During the dry season, this ares is practically a sun >aked dry lake, but
during the wet season it is completely flooded. Reeds grow up to 6 feet

above water level. For the most part, the ares is uninhabited. It is used
by the VC &s a base area.

2. In the IV Corps area there ars approximtely 700 km of .rseds. The
primary road is National Route 4 from SAIGON through MY THO, CA§ THO, SOC
TRANG, BAC LIEU and CA MAU. Seccndary roads connect districts with Provinoce
capitals. & portion of these roads becume impassible to whesl vehicles in
the rainy esason. They do not create any special problems far MLL3 traffio.
Eridges in the aree are numerous, narrov, and barely suppert Mil3 treffio.
Thess bridgem slow down Mll3 units as the individual ML1% has %o bs ground
guided acroes the bridge in order %o pravant damago or deatruction. If worg
aracr uniis are to be deploysd in the Delts, a major cnginsering cfferd will
bo required to reinforce asd widen rumerous bridges throughout tho oxen.

Ton capacity varies from 3.5 to 6 tons on secondery roads srd up $o0 20 toms
on Hational BRoute 4. Averegs width of bridges on gecopdsxy roeds is 112%.

Incloaure 6
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e Naterwayss Primary transportation routes in the C¥Z are the wvatexr-
\'&D‘I-5 There are apyroximetsly 1,400 km of major water routes, and 2,000 km of
canals with & depth of ¢ or more meters. This increases to aver 3.000 kn in

2> wet season., Major waterways are the BASSAC and MEKONG Rivars, both navigable
to ocean going vessels. Crossing these waterways is time consuming. There are
only § ferry sites in the Corps area. Time for one Mil3 tzroop to orces at

these sites varies from 1 hour at CAN THO to 6 hours at CAC LAMH. Recently,

a 2/2 Cav troop swem the complete troop across in 3¢ mimutes, coverieg e éig-
tance of 1200 to 1400 meters. All waterways ara important to the VC im tha.
they are heavily traveled by the population during the day, which afferds the

VC the opportunity to mingle with the civilians without being detected. The VC
no longer have unrestricted use of major waterways as US FER and BAG units now
patrol them. During the wet season thers are numerous cenals that permit travel by
sampan which is not possible in the dry season. As & m&tier of fact, in the wet
season sampan traffic ie not limited to canals but is poseible on open rice
peddies. River orcit in the area are capeble of carrying lergs pay loeds rapidly
throughout the ares.

4. Weathers The weather breaks down into two distinct seasonss wet amd
dry. The wet season prevails from May throvgh Deceamber. The wet season re-
stricts the movement of friendly foot troops. Viet Cong forces gain a limited
advantage during the wet secson. Rainfall provides potable water to the VC
in base aress. During the dzy season this water must often be trancported in
from ocutside areas., Potable water in the dry secason also effacts friemdly
forces as it must be carried into operational areas. In the dry seasom the VC
forves are more restricted to major canal and wood linea.

5. Trafficability:s &. The MACOV study team has ustated that 878 of the
IV CTZ is suiteble for armor operations.

b. When enterin, arees where MLl3 units have nevar prsvicusly opsra-
ted, & map and air reconnaissance ¢f the area is essential. This reoconnaissance
should be performed by the commander. Duripg the operstionul phase, uiilisation
of armor air observers who are familiar with the characteriastics of the terrain
and tides, will greatly enhance the mobility and tle maneuverability of the
ground farces. As a general rule Mll3s have been able to travel without dif-
ficulty through rice paddiss. In uncultiveted areas, movement of large mumbers
of water buffalo indicates the terrain can be negotiated by MLL3 unita.

ce There are many important factm:'s to mobility of Ml1l3 units in
the Delta. First and foremost is leadership. Naxt is the msntal sttitude
o "mental mobility" of the commander. Knowledge of the terrain and how to
use it, paest experience with field expedients to overoome obstacles, knowledge
of capabilities and characteristics of the vehicles and orgenisstion, unit
training, individual driving proficiency, knowledge of the use of the "daisy
chain", multiple camal orossing, sslection of bhest canal crossing sites along
route of merch, use of the capatan kit and commerciel marine anchars ars all
necessary items of proficiency.
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d. Best time for Mil3s to mmneuver in the Dalta is durimg psrieds
of high tiden. Ve habitually use tide tables in planning opsratiocns thet
involve M113 unite. Mll3e can orees camals ¢t high tide with little effuxt.
Croseimg becomss very difficult at low tides and recuires up to five or six
tines aa long to oross as it would at high tides. This is because of ux-
liwmely Digh bADKS wnich inoresse entrence and ex:it diffioultiss. To creat
eutrances and exite® the use of demolitions and pick and shovel is required.
Bapid ourrent ssscointed with rising and falling tides also make nemul erass-
ing vexy difficult. The absenos of vater means thic vehicls must negotiate
two to four feet of mud. Gpeed is lower im the wet sssson but the oroesing
of numerous smell canals is emsier. In the dry sesson syeed is higher, but
the pelddy dikes vhich are as hard as ocomrete slov the vehiocle doun and tear
up treok suspension systemw. JAiroraft are used tu hely locate bdy-passes

and to maxk osnal orossing, suspected VC locations, objectives and oheok-
pointe.

6. Organigations e. At present, there are three ARVN infantxy divisioms
in the IV Coxrpw area. They are the 7th, 9th and zlst. EHach ARVN division hase
one cavalry regt attached to it. This term regiment should be eguated to a
US squadron, or mech bn.

be Tank units were deleted from Delts deploymsnt because they were
too heavy and had iimited aross country mobility. Roads and bridges would
not support their movements. The MLl4 was alwo deleted fiom Delte deployment

bacause it did not have the cross sountry mobility regquired to negotiate the
terxrain ia the Delta.

7. Epployments There are many oontroversies concexning tiw employmeat
of sracr psrsonnsl carriers. One school of thought is that the vehicle ahould
e uploy-d to omrzy the riflemen t0 the ensmy so0 thet he is freah to fight.
Another is tbat the vehicle is a combat esssult vehicle and should bs used s
s tank, In the Delts we “ind a combination of both schools of thought. The
vehicle is used primerily as & tapk but it is alsc used as & trangporter of
infantry, * All operaticns in the Delts employing Mllile bave as e xinimum one

'M113 troocp with one infantry, reconnaissance, or RF/FF compsny sttached. The

M13s aroe disposed as followss ¢ in the troop Hy, 3 in each of 3 line platoons,
and 4 ia the suppari platoon, for a total of 15, All Mll3s have a combinatiom
of thres or four mechine guns per vehiclej the support platoon alsc has two
5Twm recoilleas rifles and three 8lmm mortara. All of these veapons have been
mounted in.or on the carriers and are capaole of being fired instantly. Coa-
sidering sll individual, sutomatic, and orev served weapons of the trocp and

‘ot the attached company, this is the wost heavily sxmed unit within the ARVN
Infantry: Divisior capable of plecing all of ite organic fire power and persomnel
on & given objlective. Total personnel in such s combined arms team nnrmally
everages 225 t6 250 men,

6. Bgpgultss a. During the year of 1966 armor elements in the C2%Z killed
1,004 ¥C, captured 6368 VC or VC suspects. These uni’s also captured 315 in-
dividual snd crew served weapons along with great quantities of samunition,
mives, gremsdes, clothing, medical supylies, dooumenis and other miscellansous
var aateTiel. These figures are inmpressive as they represent only VG killed
ar captured by the armar uanits. Estimated killed, wounded and oarried off
the baitle field arc ro' iucluded, although ve know our friepdly casusliies
have baen approximately 4 WIA pcr/KIA.
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be During ﬁowmiddthmﬂmt-mnkmamz?z
| wounded, Phig poiisiinte s very faversble retio for the ARVN armor units. The
ujmiuotmmtmmmwmuummadmw \
nincs and antitask fire, Persomnel imside Ml13%s have nowmadie beoo L23352, Those ;
on top bave been blown off the track and rmuat the n:u.'ity of the wounded, i
gwofm. uuwnltoinumMummsmduchlumﬂup -.%*
the vehiole.

. 9« Jeguirements Pressnt corps requiremcnts have placed a wariety of missions
on the srmoxed csavalry squadrons in the IV CY3, ranging from thelr primsry mission
of conducting offensive operations to routine missions of romd security. Thess
aissions have texed the capsbilities of tis units to the fullest. %Shere is e i)
definits requirement to imtroduce additional armor forces into the Delta to ae- ,
oomplish assigned zmissicas. Vith additiomal cavalry squadrons, more ANVN battalions :
oould be releassd to support Revolutionary Development. These sxwmor uaits would '
be wplayed 10 conduct eweeps, raids, rescunaisswice snd resotion missions, o

Mag_g Terrain diotates where armor may ot :ny nos be eagpleyed,
8% ot the IV area is suiteble for the employmant of arma/meeh .af unite. -
in M113e.
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w MAVAL SUPPCRT FOR ARMY OPERATION
COMMAVFORV

MBILE RIVERINE FORCE OPERAT IONS3

L. Iptroduotion: The mobile riverine forces w33 originally conceived
a8 an afloat force oapable of housing amd supr ri.ng n coinforoed infemtry
brigade with uasociated sup.orting elemsnta. %The navy contributiom to such
a feroe would include fi-e APBs (RARRACKS 3iikb) And two river assait’ squedrons.
SECDEF hes approved two 41Ba, one configured 28 a irigade ccmmend ship, azd
tvo river assault squadrons.

¢o Lift Capabilitys ~. Total troop capeoity vl the two AFBe is 1430.
Lift oapability of one river assault aquadron is 1040 if all 2§ armcrsd troop
carriers (ATC) are operstional and usac exolusively for troop lift. Im
addition, to the ATC, each river assaul’ squadron has ascigned 5 mcmiters
(gunships), 16 ASPB (asnault suppart patrol boats), < CuBe (comxsad oom-
munications boats) and 1 refueler. (A mr :10GAS)

b. If twc river assault squadrons were assigned to the mobils
riverine foroe, there would be an exoess lift esmpabtility. In edditdcn, there
wvould be a 360 man reduction in troop bertking capacity resultime frcm the
alditiomal embarked Mavy jersonnel,

oo Thus, it has evolved that the mobile riverine fores will he oupe
portad hy one riwer assault squadron, the second squadron will support the
land base at DONG TAM. 25 tempo of operations fluctuate between the mol “e
riverizs base and DONG TAM, assault craft oan be temporarily reassigmed -
twoen the two beses. The twe bases will be oajable of conducting combired,
mutually supporting or independent cperations.

d. Pressntly under consideration is a yroroesal to add an APL (a
non self-propelled barracks barge) to the mobile riverine foroe. This womlc
provide an increased troop berthing occpability of 570. There are obvious
disadvantages to the APL because of ita lack cf mobility.

3. Co=gpod relatiopahipps s. The conduot of riverine oparations by lzmy
anxd Bavy fcrces is a new concept which will rejuire the utmost coordiratiom azd

eooperation by 8ll conoerned, The cormend relationships for riverize opernticrs
83t forth by MACY plemning Directive lz~66 of 10 Jscembsr 1946 havo besm kepi
flexible purposely to provide commanders with meyimum lecway im reaching ef-
footive and virkable arrangsments.

b. UB Arxg Forooe eorducting riverine oparetions in III and IV 35
vill be under the operstional comtrol of CG II IFCRCEY, who may exeroios dhis
opxrational oontrol through desigantea stbordinate UL Lrmy Headquawbers.

0. UB Bavy riverine forces 11l be umder the oparaticgal contrel of

CCPBSAVT'ORY who will exercise this control through commandor riverins cszsul
Zovos 0T 117 (CRIVFLOT(IE),

@, Duripg oporationmal plasming phscen lrry-Kavy polaticaobln will bo
asw of caordirntion. g 'H %
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o¢ Command relatioms bYetween (3, II FFORCKY, COMEAVIORY, and JA,
IV Coxps will be one of coordimation.

fo Command relatioms hetween the mobils riverine foroce snd the
senior advisor IV Corps will be one of coordinstion end/or matusl support.

g« Command relations betwesn the mobile riverine fercos apd other
US/INKAFP forces will s one of mutuol support. BRelations with RVHAP foross will
be oarried out through advisory channels.

he During riverins operations the levy provides close swpport to
the &rmy. Imoh service retains commend of ite forces during these cpersiions.

i. The base commander fur all joint 4rxy and Mavy basces, whather
on land or afloat will be the senior Army commaender aassignsd. Relations
between Arwy anxi Navy units assigred to a joint base will be omo of ocordi-
ration and mtual support. The Army base commander im respoasible for
defenns of the base.

4. ZFire Power and “ramors a. The riverine assault oraf$, with the
exception of the ASFB, are all comversions of tue LCM-6. The conversion design is
completely nev. BSafety of embarked personnel has beon emphasized through
the nse of XAR-30-%ype high hardness stesl and bar armor heat round trigger
shields. In sddition below waterline hull blisters provide hmll, protectica,
~dnimm draft, and increwsed stability. Hech oraft providea ballistic pro-
seotiom againet .50 cal and 57mm heat roumd atiacks.

be Probably the greatest threat to the riverine assault fores will
come from commamd detonated mines. The ASFP will be the primcipal mine counter-
measures oraft of the force. This iz & ocompletely new craft designed for
riverine assault operations. dach ASPB will be c..puble of towing mine sweep-
ing gear designad to defeat command detonated water mines ty severing elsstrical
oablea detween the mine and detonsatar. The ASFB will e capeble of tuwing
the swewp gear at speeds in axcess of the maxizum speed of all othesr riveriso
ssssult oraft. Hunll constiruction of the ASFB im of 7/32% stecl with oparatcr
positions, engines amd magazines protecied hy dusl hardness arwor capeble of
defeating .50 cel AP and 57am recoilless rifle rounds.

O« =aca &TC and refucler will be aquipped with ome 20mam ocannom ant
tvo .50 cal mochime guns each with associated mk 18 A0mm gremeds.

4. Tho ASFP will have one 8lmm mortar, ons aingle 20a» cannaa, a
twin .30 cal Hi ocomverted to 7.62mm end 2 mk 18 gronsde lsupchors leassted in
the viscinily of coxsweims statica. Tio J0 cal I will be baorfiited o0 a
twin .9 col M2 lxter in the ysar.

o. Momitors will be armed vith one 40mm cannon and asscoimtoed .5C
oal M}, an 8lwm mortar, a 20mm camnon znd “wo .50 cal M) with asscoiated mi
18 grazede lesuncherz. The CCB (ocsmend commmnicetions boet) bas the cacs
arpsment 88 the momiter wvith the exoepticn of an 8lmm meorisrc.

I+ The ADFDa ave the prinmcipnl mimecwespors of tne riverims sasaunlt
fezan slthornzh all ATCa wlil) alno have o minorweeplng copohility,
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g ASPSs, monitars and CCBe will be equipped with Raytheon path-
finder 1900 redara. In sddition, OCBs will have a Decca mvigatar systea ine
stalled.

he All craft with exception of the ClBs, will be equipped with 2
VRO-46 and 1 PRC-25. The CCB in its oapacity as an afloat command post
will be provided with 5 VRC=46, 3 GRC-1C6, 1 PRC=25 and 1 ARC=27.

5« Coppept of Future Operatiopgs & River assault squadrom nime,
commenced basic riverine training with the 3d Bde, 9th Inf Div om 16 Jan 67
in the RUNG SAT special sone. With the axoeption of one oompeny, all perscnnel
of the 24 Battalion/60th Inf received four days' basic riverine indcotrination,
This was acoosylished by use of barrowed VAN RAG boatis consisting of 7 LCM
troop oarriers amd 1 CCB. 3d Bde training completed on 7 Yeb 67.

be On 1z Pedb similar training commenced with the 24 Bde, 9th Inf
Divy however, as a result of numerocus sttacks on minesveepers on the LONG TAU
River, the privcipsl shipping ohannel from the South Chins Sea to 84J30K,
treining ves suspended indefinitely in favor of a battalion sise operation in
the RUX: SAT Special Zone. Since 16 Peb, the 3d Bn/47th Inf and River Asusult
Bquadron Fine have been working as a clasely coordinsted team in the conduct
of search and destray operations in the RUMG SAT Special Jone.

c. DPerhaps the most significant results of this operationm, nicknamed
“River Raider I¢, has been the almost total suppression of attacks on mine-
sveepers or other shipping on the LONMG TAU River for the past month. During
this period there have been no carualties, persoanel or material, to Nevy
patrol foroes, minesweepers, or merchant shipping resulting from enemy action.

d. On 8 March, River Agsault Flotilla One received its firast thirteern
ATCs. April should see s steady flow of additiomal oraft arrivals. ASi3e,
which ars new construotion, are mot expected in-country pria to July of this
yoar.

e. For the immedimte future, joint operatiorns in the RUNG SAT
Special Zone are expected to oontinve with the second dbrigade. The RUNG SA%
is not & glamorous locasion from the standpoint of large scale action, but
it is an excellent training ground for riverine warfars becsuse of its myriad
vaterways and thick mangrove swesr=, Theae provide & challenging enviromment
for scexch end destroy opereticns.

f. Upon errival in-country of sufficient numher of oraft ami the
necessary number of Mavy suppart sasets, it ic planned to locate & river
assault squadron at DOMG TAM to support operations staged from that base.

g+« Ourrently, members of the Seoond Brigade andi River Asssuls
Plotilla One staff are engsged in preparing detailsd operating proosdures
and relationshipe, organisational instructions, and plamnning dooumsats. Thare
are many problems to be solved and details to he worked out, but from the
highly suocesaful results of our joint operations to date, we are confident
ths mobile riverine force will make its impact felt in the Delta.
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