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SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Combat After
Action Report, Operation Robin (U)

TO: SEE DISTRIBUTION

~p)
‘-* Forwarded as inclosure is a Combat After Action Report for Operation
<:t> Robin. Operation Robin was conducted by the 173d Airborne Brigade
during the period of 10-17 October 1966. Information contained in this
<:‘> report is provided to insure appropriate benefits in the fucure from
lessons learned during current operations, and may be adapted for use
m in developing training material.
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CONF IDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 173D AIRBORNE BRIGADE (SEPARATE)
APO San Francisco 96250

AVEE-3C 15 December 1966

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report

THRU: Commanding General

II FFORCEV

ATTN: G-3 D&T

APO San Francisco 96227
TO:

Assistant Chief of Staff
For Force Development
Department of the Army
Washington D. C. 20310

The following report is submitted in accordance with MACY Directive Number
335-8.

1, General: At 1000 hours, on 10 October 1966, the 173d Airborne Brigade

(Separate) moved into security positions, protecting Highway 15 from Bear Cat

to Phu My. This was done with the 1/11th ACR in the north and the 1/503d Inf-

antry in the south., The 1lst Australian Task Force covered the rest of the high-

way into Vung Tau. The purpose of this operation, named "Robin"™, was to secure

the movement<-of the 3d Brigade, 4th Infantry from their land point at Vung Tau,

to their new base camp at Bear Cat. This was another in a long line of security

missions that the 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate) has performed for new incom-
ing units since it has been in Vietnam.

2, Name of Operation: Operation “Robin"

3. References: Maps Vietnam, 1:50,000 sheets 63421 & II - 63431 & II -
6442111 & IV - 6LL3III & IV.

4. Type of Operation: Highway and Convoy Security

5. Date of Operation: 10 October 1966 to 17 October 1966/0PARD 20 - 66,
Frag:Orded 1.

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS

ACSFOR ~pp File CONFIDENT-. ' Al. DOD DIRECTIVE 5200.10
é€xi190
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AVBE-SC 15 December 1966
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report

L 2

6. Location: Bien Hoa Province, along Highway 15 from Bear Cat to Phu My,
7. Command Headquarters: 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate)
8. Reporting Officer: Major General Paul F, Smith
9. Task Force Organization:
a, TF1 Inf - LTC GOAD, Command

1/503d Inf

1 Platoon E/17th Cav

2 Flatoon D/16th Armor

C/3/31%th Arty

3 Engineer Demolition Teams

1 Squad MP's
2 National Policeman

b. TF 1/11th ACR ~ LTC HOWELL, Commanding

1/11th ACR
1 Squad MP's

c. TIF HHC {-} = MAJ SUTTON, Commanding

E/17th Cav (-)
HHC (-)
MP Pt (-)
H & S Btry, 3/319th Arty
Engineer Water Section

d. C/2/35th Arty - 1LT GERDER, Command

10. Supporting Forces:
a. USAF: Air cover for the movement of convoys along Highway 15 was

provided by the 7Tth USAF. It involved 16 escort sorties. Mo other missions were

flown.
b, Army Aviation:
(1) Size of Force:
(a) 335th Aviation Company (AML) (UH-1)
(b) 173d Aviation Platoon (UH-1 & CH-13)
(¢) 145th Aviation Battalion (Combat) (Ol-F)
(2) How and When Employed:

CONF IDENT 1AL
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report

(a) Combat Assault . . . . ., . . . . 120

(b) Armed Helicopter . . . . . . . » 126

(c) Combat Resupply o « o « « o « « « 154

(d) Command and Control . . . . « « « 69

(e) Reconnaissance . . « « + « s ¢+ « 96

(f) Medical Evacuation . . . . ... 4

(g) Artillery Adjustment . . . . . . 32

(h) Long Hange Patrol . . . . . . . . 28

(1) Convoy Coverage . . . . o « « « «» 26

(3J) Search& Rescue . . « o o « o« o o 2

(k) Miscellaneous . . . . . . . . . . 228

(3) Summary of Aviation Activities:

(a) During Operation "Robin" this Bripade was supnorted ori-
marily by the 335th Aviation Company and the 173d Aviation Piatoon, augmented by
the 145th Aviation Battalion (Combat) who provided one (1) O1-F Bird Dog air-
craft for Artillery Adjustment on a daily basis, Aircraft from the 335th Avia-
tion Company had a variety of missions ranging from Combat Assaults of C/2/503d
Infantry to search and rescue of unidentified aircraft.

(b) Since the primary mission of this Brigade was to secure
Highway 15, aviation support was to be kept to an absolute minimmm,

(¢) On October 15, an aircraft (OH-13S 64-15416) returning to
Bien Hoa after completing a mission with 1/503d Inf, carrying one passenger, struck
a powerline located at YT 056085; the aircraft was totally destroyed, nilot and
passenger were killed.

(d) During Operation "Robin", aircraft transported 1,146 pas-
sengers, 22,1 tons of cargo and flew 396.1 hours.

(e) Ammnition expended:
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AVBE-SC 15 December 1966
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report
7.62 . . . . . 27,230 rounds
2,7 + ¢« « 5 « + +» 98 rounds
40mn . . . . . . 100 rounds
c. Artillery:
(1) Size of Force:
(a) C/3/319th Arty - six (6) guns 105mm towed
(b) C/2/35th Arty - six (6) guns 155mm SP
(¢) How/1/11th ACR - six (6) guns 105mm SP
(2) How and When Employed: All missions fired were for regis-
tration. There were no fire missions of any type.
11, Intelligence:

a. Enemy Situation Before Operation: The operational area was be-
lieved to contain guerrilla units of souad and platoon size., In Long Thanh Dis-
trict of Bien Hoa Province, a VC District Committee with one subordinate pla-
toon and the C280th Platoon were known to exist., There were eight hamlets, or
villages, which were known to have VC committees, The C195th Guerrilla Pla-
toon was believed to be operatihg in Nhon Trauch. In the mountainous area east
of Highway 15, in Phouc Tuy Province, VC units of company and hattalion size
had been reported frequently. The 274th VC Main Force Regiment of the 5th VC
MF Division was not believed to be operation in the Hot Dich area, although the
area is known to be a base area for the regiment.

b, Enemy Situation During Operation: Twelve contacts were made with
VC forces, ten of which were VC initiated. The largest VC force contacted was

'lesa than squad size. No documents or overlays of any significance were cap-
tured. US aircraft in support of the two-battalion size operation flew a total

of 22 visual reconnaissance missions, receiving no ground fire,

CONF IDENTIAL
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report

¢. Area of Operations:

(1) Weather: The climate within the AO was typical of tropic
gones affected by monsoons. Winds were gentle to moderate, with some strong
gusts during periods of heavy rain. Rainfall was normal for the time of year,
occurring mainly during the afternoon and evening hours. Visibility was gen-
erally poor prior to 0700 hours, due to morning ground fog. Ceilinps were ap-
proximately 200 to 2500 feet, lowering to 500 feet during heavy rains.,

(2) Terrain: The area of operations was astride National Route
15. The route traveses a sparsely settled alluvial plain from Bien Hoa City to
Phu My. The route south of Phu My frequently passes through or adjacent to
mangrove swamps, West of Route 15, the terrain is generally open, whereas the
area east of the route is generally wooded. Three hill msses, Nui Dinh (YS
334653), elevation 491 meters; Nui Thi Vai (YS 284712), elevation L67 meters,
and Nui Toc Tien (YS 309705), elevation 423 meters, dominate Route 15 and afford
observation of Route from Vung Tau to Phu My.

12, Concept of Operation: The 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate) accom-
plished its mission of protecting convoys moving on Highway 15 in sector by
operating in 3 phases:

&, Phase I:

(1) TF 1/503d Inf moved by vehicle along Route Orange, on 10 October
1966, and out posted Highway 15 from YS 190855 to YS 253744,

(2) 1st squadron, 1lth ACR moved by vehicle on 10 October 1966 and
out posted Highway 15 from YS 145984 to YS 190855,

b. Phase II:

(1) TP 1/503d Inf conducted security operations along Highway 15
from 11 to 16 October 1966,

(2) 1st squadron, 11th ACR conducted operations to secure Hishway
15 from 11 to 16 October 1966,

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVEE-SC 15 December 1966
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report

(3) C/2/503d Inf was flown to Position Hawk to secure the Brigade
CP.

13 . Execution:

D - Day (10 October 1966)

a. The 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate) commenced Operation "Robin"
astride Highway 15, between Bear Cat (YT 155015) and Phu My (YS 264745). TF
1/ 503d Inf departed Bien Hoa at 1000 hours, moving by road and closed into the
area of operation (AO) at 1146 hours, without incident. Their CP was at YS
22/,810.

TF HHC departed Bien Hoa at 1115 hours and closed to Position Hawk
(YS 171868) at 1325 hours without incident. The Brigade CP became operational
at 1530 hours,

TF 1/11th ACR departed Long Binh at 1306 hours and closed into
their AO at 1350 hours. At 2040 hours, C/1/11th ACR heard noise in their front
at YS 1289,3. When they fired illumination, they observed personnel to their
front and received 5 rounds of s/a fire with negative results. They returned
fire with negative VC casualties, At 2055 hours, C/1/11th ACR received six (6)
rounds of a/w fire at YS 125972 with no results.

D + 1 (11 October 1966)

b. The 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate) continued Operation "Robin"
astride Highway 15 from Bear Cat to Phu My. TF 1/503d 1nf maintained security
in zone. TP 1/11th ACR, securing its zone, cleared a road block at 1245 hours
at YS 160960. At 1315 hours, the 1/11th ACR received two rounds of s/a fire
from YS 148908 with no casualties sustained. At 1855 hours, 1/11lth ACR obser-
ved 4 rounds of mortar fire, a/w fire and a grenade explosion at a village lo-
cated at YT 012158,

C/2/503d Infantry conducted a helilift into AO "Robin", closing
at Position Hawk at 1006 hours. C/2/503d Inf became the Brigade Raoid Reaction
Force (RRF) and defended the Brigade CP at night.

CONFIDENTIAL
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report

C/2/35th Artillery (155mm SP) closed by road convoy on Position
Hawk at 1.00 hours. E/17th Cavalry participated in the defense of Position
Hawk.

D + 2 (12 October 1966)

c. Operation Robin continued on Highway 15 south of Bear Cat (XT 110..
810). 1/503d Inf continued to secure Highway 15 in zone. 1/ilth ACR continued
security of Highway 15 in zone, Between 0612 hours and 0712 hours, B Troop,
1/11th ACR recieved sniper fi?e, fire was returned with negative results. There
were no US casualties,

E/17th Cav participated in the defense of Position Hawk. During
the day there were no significant contacts.

D + 3 (13 October 1966)

d. The 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate) continued Operation "Pobin®
and continued to secure Highway 15 from Bear Cat to Phu My. The 1/503d Inf made
no contact in its sector.,

TF 1/11th ACR secured its sector and moved its B Troop on a com-
pany size search and destroy mission within the AO near the village of Rinh Son
(YS 215937). At 0715 hours, B/1/11th ACR apprehended 2 VCS at YS 217932, who
they turned over to local authorities at Long Thanh. At 1130 hours, B/1/11th
ACR received fire from 3 VC near YS 260924. Fire was returned with no casual-
ties on either side. At 1400 hours, B/1/11th ACR located and destroyed 8
bunkers and 8 huts at YS 258933,

C/2/503d Inf remained at position Hawk. Elements of E/17th Cav
made contact wifh L VC at YS 232854 resulting in 2 VC KI"A (poss) with no US
casualties. At 1425 hours, a 3-ton truck of the Bripade S5 Section hit by a
commnd detonated claymore mine at YS 163855, killing all L occupants. Fire was

returned with negative results.
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D + 4 (14 October 1966)

e. The 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate) continued to conduct Opera-
tion "Rori~" to cover the movement of the 3d Brigade, 4th Infantry Division
from Vung Tau to Bear Cat. The 1/503d Inf and the 1/11th ACR securcd Highway
15 in their assigned sectors. C/2/503d Infantry continued as Bripade PRF,
moving under the cover of darkness, 2 platoons of C/2/503d Inf surrounded the
village at !S 164855 at 140300H October 1966. 43 suspects were detained but all
were released.

D + 5 (15 October 1966)

f. The 173d Airborne Brigade (Semarate) continued its securitv op-
eration oi: Highway 15 between Bear Cat and Phu My. The 1/503d Inf continued to
secure Highway 15 in sector. At 0907 hours, a oplatoon of A/1/503d Inf was hel-
ilifted to a patrol area at YS 225860 and returned at 1450 hours without in-
cident.

The 1/11th ACR continued to secure Route 15 in their assigned sec-
tor with A/1/11th ACR conducting a search and destroy operation northwest of
Binh Son (YS 2194) without incident., E/17th Cav secured the fire support base
(FSB) of the Brigade CP at Position Hawk alone with C/2/503d Inf.

D + 6 (16 October 1966)

g. The 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate) continued Operation "Robin"
south of Bear Cat astride Highway 15 without incident.

D + 7 (17 October 1966)

h. The 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate) terminated Operation "Robin"
at 1359 hours. 1/503d Inf closed back into Bien Hoa at 1818 hours, HHC closed
back into Bien Hoa at 1100 hours. 1/11th ACR returned to Long Binh base camp
closing at 1359 hours.

C/2/503d Inf was airlifted from the "Robin" AO and clozed at Bien
Hoa at 1010 hours. The MP platoon escorted C/2/35th Arty to Xuan Loc and closed

at Bien Hoa at 1053 hours.

CONF IDENTIAL
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report

1,, Administrative Matters:

a., General: Brigade elements deployed on Operation "Robin" were re-
supplied .rom Bien Hoa base camp, No Brigade Supply Office (BSO) representativer
were present at the field location.

b, Supply and Transportation: Resupply of the Brigade was accomplished
by road convoy each day from the BSO to the using unit., The 1734 Support Rat-
talion furnished all classes of supplies, A total of 5 resupply convoys were
made, furnishing the following supplies:

(1) Class I . . v v ¢ o ¢ o s o o s o4 30.4 tons
(2) Class IT& IV . . . . . ¢« .« o« 75 tons
(3) Class IIT . . ... ........ B8.8tons
(4) Class IITA . .. ... ... ... 19,2 tons
(5) Clags'W o« . o « o o o/b o a o a6 .2 tons

c. Maintenance: Small detachment of maintenance personnel from HHC,
173d Airborne Brigade (Separate) furnished maintenance for vehicles located at
Position Hawk. Vehicles and equipment beyond second Echelon repair were evac-
wated by Highway. Vehicles and equipment totaled two (2) 1/4 ton jeeps, one
(1) 3/4 ton truck, and one (1) 1/4 ton USARV Psy Ops Jeep. o

d. Medical: Co B Hedicallprovided primary evacuation facility at base
camp. Duatpff evacugtion ship remiined forward during daylight hours and at the
Brigade Rear Clearing Station at night.

15. Civic Action/ Psychological Operations:

a, During Operation "Robin", the 55 Section centered its activities in

the following areas:

(1) BaKy. YS 163855

(2 ) Ion! An e o o ¢ o o o o o o s s v @ Ys ll.8898
(3 ) Soui c& e o 6 0 0 ¢ 06 0 o o 2 o o 0 YS 182865
(") Clu Go e & o o o 0 & 0 o 0 o & o o !S 170870

9
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b, Operation Robin lasted for a period of one week, The following re-

CONF IDENTI AL

sultant totals of S-5 activities:

Comhat Operations After Action Report

T DATE LOCATION MEDCA®
: 11 Oct 66 Sout Ca YS 182865 50
11 Oct 66 Cau Go YS 170870 55
,’ 11 Oet 66  Tam Phouc  YS 197846 27
| 12 Oct 66 Ba Ky S 163855 66
| 12 Oct 66 Tam Thien Y5 210285 20
13 Oct 66 Long An TS L8898 90
l 13 Oct 66 Thai Thien Y5 18797 75
.; 1, Oct 66 Ba Ky 1S 163855 30
k, 1, Oct 66 Soud Ca YS 182865 60
I 15 0ct 66  long An Y5 L8898 43
E 15 Oct 66 Cau Go YS 170870 28
i 16 Oct 66  Soui Ca YS 182865 30
16 Oct 66 Pha My s 25376

TOTAL . . . « 554

15 December 1966

o

c¢. Psychological Operations: The Psy Ops team was used !n conjune-
tion with our MEDCAP team. Reward, Safe Conduct, and 173d leaflets and JUSPAO
posters were distributed at each MEDCAP site; approximately 2,000 posters were
distributed. The following distributions were made:
(1) Cooking 011 (cases) . . « « ¢« v ¢ ¢ o o o » 8
(2) Beans (cases) . . . . . . . ... .. s oo 15
(3) Clothing (200 b bales) . . . . . « « . . . 4
(4) Soap (cases - 1,000 bars ea) . . . . ... 9
(5) Soap Powder (cases) . . . . « o ¢ o o o o o 20
(6) Rice (bagB) ¢ ¢ o ¢ o « ¢ o o o o o o o o o Ub
(7) Sewing Kits . . . o v ¢ o v v o o o o o o+ 200

10
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report

d. The Brigade Civic Action effort was comprised by teams from the
1/503d Inf, 1/11th ACR, and the S-5 team. The attached Vietnamese Civil Affairs
_team was used by the 1/503d Inf on the 1llth, 12th and 13th of O:tober and then
becarie a part of the Brigade team. Additionally the Psychological Operaticns
team was augmented with an Audio Visual team and vehicle from the 246th Psy Ops
Company. To rrevent a duplication of effort by the Civic Action Team, the 1/11lth
ACR took the northern third of the A0, the Brigade S-5 took the central part,
and the 1/503d Inf took the southern porticn. The Psy Ops and Audic Visual
teams, attached to the S-5 from the 246th Psy Ops Company were used in conjunc-
tion with the S-5 MEDCAP teams. Broadcasting ', the Audio-Visual team was
conducted while the Psy Ops team distrituted leaflets which consisted of: Re-
ward, Safe Conduct, and 173d Power Leaflets,

e. At 1415 hours, 13 October 1966, the S-5 Civic Action team and Psy
Ops team were ambushed by a VC force which resulted in 4 US KIA's, This included
two officers from the S-5 section and one NCO and driver from attached 246th
Psy Ops Company team.

16. Results of Operation "Robin" are as Follows:

US losses:

Personnel :

1/11th ACR: No Losses

Brigade Losses:

KIA o o ¢ o o ¢ s 0o o s oo &
WIA ¢ ¢ ¢« ¢« s 6 s 0o 0o+ 4.4 O
MIA ... ..00606060e60 O
Equipment :
1/11th ACR: No Losses Y

Brigade Losses: No Losses

11
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¥C lLosses
Personnel:
RiA (POSE) © v o o o c 0 0 0 a6 6 0 6 o 6 o v e e 2
vee . o 0 3 0;00 000 B0 & G TG e (0)

Wonpons . No Losses

60m. Rounds . . . . . . 5 0 o "0 @o om o
R:{1c Grenade . . . . s N RS A S A |
US Cleymore Mine . . . . . . . o ¢ o ¢« ¢« o 0 0 s 006 a0 o 1

Transportation: No Lussec

Food:

Rice (D) &+ o ¢ o ¢ v o o c o o o o o 06 o s o s o o oo« 1
Structurea:

BUunker$ & o o sio:o « o o & ol e 5 5= 5°0 s o asle o o 8
HatB . o o o v o ¢ ¢ & © o » 0 o @ 6 ¢ 6.6 ¢ 5 0 ¢ o ¢ w6 o B

17, Gcmmander's Analysis and Lessons learned:

a. Commander's Analysis: The mission of the 173d Airtorne Brigade
(Saperate) during this operation was the security of Highway 15 for the passege
of the 3¢ Brigade, Ath Infantry Division into its base at Bear Cat., "This mis-
sior war gccomplished and in no case was VG activity able to hinder the oper-
aticir, DNawage to the enemy was negligible due to tha lack of centact in the AD.
Hawever, the show of fornse along Highwey 15 puzrantaerd the fiue flow of trafric
¢f both military and Civilians impressing the ARVN aii the Civiliano in the sres.

b. Lessons Learned:

Jtem: Coordination and Dissemiration of LRIP Infermation,
Discussion: OSince the IRRP's worked in the AO's of the battal-

iaons during this operation, the need became apmarent that constant information of

CONFIDENT I AL



CONF IDENT I AL

AVEE-SC 15 December 1966
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report

the IRRP's location and activities must be supplied to the battalions. This is
also true of the intelligence gathered by LRRP's.

Observation: The battalions should keep a radio on the IRRP's fre-
quency to monitor their actions and the Brigade S-2 should keep battalions
posted as to the location and activity of IRRP's in the battalions A0,

Item: Pursui’ of Enemy Security

Discussion: On occasions, when personnsl are wourded or killed
by sniper nr command detonated claymores; personnel in the same party or element
immediately tend to the wounded, disreguarding the enemy. This is dangerous
and unprofitable.

Observation: Personnel must insure that an area is secure before
tending to wounded and in many cases the best way to do this is to pursue the

enemy and destroy him and then treat the wounded.
FOR THE COMMANDER:

o oS Lolse ra 50

E. B. RUBERSON
CPT, AGC
Asst AG

13
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ANNEX C - Operations Overlay - 9 October 1966
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