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o TR, DERARTILNG OF THE ~RMY
mmmms 173D AIRBORNE BRIGADE (SEPARATE)
- .‘LPO U. S. Foroes 96250
e Ecie 23 FES 1966

. AVAB-SC _
SUBJECTs Combat Operations After Action Report (MACV/RCS/J3/32)

THRU: com.nding General S
1st Infantxy Division
APO U.S. Forces 96345 . ) -

T0O1 - Compandexr
. U.S, Militaxry Assistance Comand, Vietm
W ADTN: J34 ]
APO U.S, Forces 96243 . i

In aocordance with MaCV Directive Number 335-8, the following report
is submitted.

173D AIRBORNE BRIGADE SSEPAME) OPERATION “CRIMPM

1, GENER/L: On 8 Jenuary 1966 the 1734 &bn Bde (Sop) terminated a
? successful Operation "MARLUTLER" elong the Oriental River in lau lghia
Provinos and moved direotly into tho largest U.S. oporation thus far
conducted in Vietnam, "CRIMP", as the operation wes named, wos a nassive
attack by air and land to strike at the vory heart of the Viet Cong e
machine in Southern RVN. Tho notoricus "HOUBO WOODS" Region in Binh
Duong Province, just West of the fabled "IROW TRIANGIE" wes bolievod

to hold the Politico-lilitexy hcadquartors of tho Viet Cong Militaxy .
Hegion 4. Tho objective of Operation "CKIMP" wes to find exd destroy
or capture all personncl, equipment, and intellige)mce material of this

hoadquaxtorl (See Inclosure 1, Oporations Overlay)..

The 175d 4bn Bde (Sop) and 3xd Lde, lst Inf Div. with nuberous

artillery and othor supporting elements wero Jjointly employed in the
Arca of Operations (40) to acsomplish the mission. Tho operation was
‘directod by MaCV and the lst Inf Div was tho controlling headquarters.
Brig. Gen. Ellis ¥, Willismson is the reporting officer for this report.
The Task Orge.nization end Taak Forco.Commendexrs for the operation were
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d. T&gk Foroe :Z 112 - Lto Cole Sumt .
3d Lettalion (Airvorne), 319th artillexy
105 Field Battery, Rid S
161st Artillexy Battexy, (HNZa)
"i" Dattexy, 8/6 irtillery (155zm)

0. Task Forco Support - Capt Dunlop

D Company, 16th Armor :

. Prince of Wales Light Horse Treop (PWIE) (-)

1734 Engineor Coumpany (-)
: Justralien Engincer Troop (=)
: . 1734 Hoadquarters and Hoadquarters Company (-) with (hWN

Ijeison Tean _

* Ferward Logistical Operations Center (LOC) with Combet
- Treins of Assault Battalions

£. Pask Ferco B/17 - Capt loore
Troop E, 17th Cavalry
4P0 element (PWIH)
One (1) Engineer Squad
Artillezy iadvance Party

g Task Force Reax - Lt. Col. Staigers
1734 Support Lattalion
1734 Adpin Conpary
Rear Dotachmonts of all assigned and attached units

2, CONCEPFT OF OPERATIONS:

a. At 061800H Januexy 1966 the 1734 Abtn Dde (Sep) OPORD 1-66

wes publishod outlining plans for the conduct of Operation "CRIIT".
Although the operation was controlled by the lst Inf Div, which
enployed its 3rd Brigade to tho South of the 173d UQe 40, mcticns to be
oonductod within the 1734 A0 wore left tc the disoretion of Brigs Gen.
Willianson. Cooxrdination was offected prior to the beginninz of the

i operation for all areas of interest. Daily liaison was ecconplished
during the operation to assure continued close ococordination.

To best accomplish tho mission of driving into the HCIC Wools
: rogion to destroy the headquarters of lMilitery licgion 4, the cperation
! ves oonducted in six (6) phases as followss

(1) Phaso I - Fire supsort Dase moved by motor convoy to Position
 KING, vioinity XT 6123, occupied positicns and ccncucted exrtillexy
registrations. 2

(2) Phaso II - Tho three (3) assault battalions steging from BLO
5 o TRAT (XT 5405) conducted airmobile assaults in rapid successicn into L2
. MARCH (XT 646283), LZ 4PRIL (XTI 614261) and LZ MY (XD 624288) in that
orders Oxder of units to onter the 40 was 1/RX, 1/503d Inf, end 2/503d

Inf. All landing zones wore preparod by TiC 4iir, artillery and arzed
helicopters. "

(3) Phase III - Upon cozpletion of the airmobile assmlts, 1/RR
moved to establish blooking positions to tho Northeest while 1/503¢ Inf

attacked to the East and 2/503¢ Inf attacked to t® Scutheast toward the
suspected VC headquarters.

(4) Phase IV - 1/5034 Inf and 2/503a Inf ccntinued to attack to
| the Bast to kill or capture VC personnel and oquipment. 1/kaR helc in
tlacking positions to the Northeast to provent oscape of VC from 4N NEOXN
SAY villege (X 6628) North along the road,

2
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. () Phase V - All ‘throe assault battelions attacked to the East

to the Saigon River. NOTE: During this phase of the operation 1/503d

with D/16th armor attached was noved to tho Northwest portion of the 40
and the battalion boundarics within the ide 40.were changed (see Inolosure
2, New Boundarios). . : ‘

" (6) Pneso VI - Ledeployment to Lion Hoa Base Camp on orders

be During the operation irmy iir Support was pruvided by eleven (n)
separate units and tactical air support was provided by 24 Lir Livision
(U8uF) (See paragraph 5, Supporting Forces).

] ¢. - 2nd Brigade, lst Infantxy Uivision retained responsibility of the

Bien Hos Air Base which was assumed at the beginning of Operation "MARAUDER

I" and maintained one Infantry Battalion on six (6) hour alert throughout
s “ho oporation.

‘ d. Prior to D-Doy pormissicn was requcsted and received frem lst Inf
Div for the use of tear gas on Operation "CRIMPM, :

3. INTELLIGENCE: \

* ae. Eneny Situaticn Prior to Oporation: Tho 40 for operation
- ' "CLIMP" was bolieved tc house tho heedquarters ccoplox for the Saigon-
' Cholon-Gia Dinh Special Seotor Cermittee. This cormitteo was responsidle
-t for all Viet Cong activities within the Capital Militery hegion (MR-4).
Intolligence reports indicated that the commitice was conduoting me2etings
4n bunkers vicinity X 630270. ' The complex was reported o be guarded
-+ by & Looal Force Company, with an additicnal one or two Main Force .
" -Dattalions in the vicinity as an added seocurity measure. Two Main Force
units, Q763 Kogiment and 2né Uattalion of Q762 Kegiment were reported to
have beon located near the proposod Brigade 40. )

b. Eney Situation During Operation: The SCGSS headquarters was
** not located proocisecly whore intelliszence hed indicated; howevazr, the

oomplex was discovered to be located to the eust in tho populated
area. Tho Urigade uncovered and destroyed the majority of the

‘sheadquarters conplex of the Saizon-Cholon-Gia Dinh Speciel Socetox

v "Committee. The complex was housed in an intricate, well constructed

- soriea of tunncles extonding fron the vieinity XT 6527, Northwest to vie
XI 6330, Tho VC forces ongagod rangod from individual snijers to forces
of company sizeo, fighting from well constructed camouflaged fighting
positions built as extensions to the tunncl systems. The V0 conpany

" sized force was oonfirmed to be tho C306th Local Force Company. Many
snaller sized seourity elemonts were contacted throughout the 40, The
apparent nission of these units vas to dolay tho lrigade and provide
"tine for ovaouation of equipnent, coouments, and whataver Comoittee
personnel wero prosent in the arca, Information received fron VCC
revealed that tho oporation was conducted just prior to the cormittee's ;
scheduled monthly meoting, It can be assuzed that the operation achieved °
taotical surprise from the quantity of weapons and documents capturod.
Some of the significant docuncnt finds inolucded; the VC coasefiro
strategy for the forthoonming "TET" holiday, plans and zmaps of U.S.
installations in Saigon-Cholon area to bo used as possidle tergets,
rosters of various sections, lists of Cormmnist Yarty sochers, etc.

4 total of.7,500 documents vere located.within this hoadquarters complexas

¢

os Fortifications: The furtification syston within the 40 wes the
tost extensivo and intricate one the iirigade has cncountered. It
inoluded mitually supporting tronchos, and bunkers, and a caze of multi,-
level tunnels, scme of which wero constructed of steel and concretes
These tunnels wero protocted by comand dotonatod olaymore type mines

bow FrocnTia L
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and the apyxrcachecs and entrances were heavily booby-trappeds Many of the
trench systens woro capable of accomodating a VC battalion. The tunnels
had been oonstruoted over an extended period of tine and were not
vulrerable to ertillery and air strikes--excopt for &iredt hits..Thcy were
of such great.lengths and contained so many entrances that complete

_.destruotion would roguire large numbers of troops at least cne month using

great amounts of riot oontrol agents and demolitions.

Terrain wnalysis: The terrain within the urigade 40 was flat with the
exception of the eastern portion where the ground drops off to the Saigon
ldver. This eastern portion of the 40 includes one hill mass (X@ 6527) vhich
oominates the surrounding area. %“he southern half of the 40 is coverdd
primarily with jungle, while the northem half is mostly rundown rubber
plentation. Tho castern strip of the 40 bordering tie SBaigon ktiver is
continuous paddy land. The arca immediately west of this strip of paddy
‘land is conposed of populated area, denso wooded seotions, and fauily plots

Final inalysis: Tho opcration confirnod the fro% that tho eren as prce
viously veports stated housed the Scaigon-Cholon-Gia Linh Special Sector
Headquarters. The nunorous SPall and ED HLZE reports indicatcd heavy VO
concentrations north and nerthwest of the irigade TiORe Szall VO soounity
elemonts con-inuod to snipe at friendly personnel and eireraeft cduring tho
ontire operati.ny indicating that the local populace is thoroushly
indootrinated and extrenely dedicated to the VC causce

4+ EXECUTION:

a. DL-Day (8 Jenuary 1966) - Operation "CRIMP" commenced at
080530 Janunxy 1966 whon Task Force E/17 began clearing the route for tho
Drigade motar convoy to tho HUBO Woods kegicn (See Inclosure 3, Strip Map).

" 4t OTLT30H E/17 had displaced to vicinity AU 603107 in proparation for the

early morning move of 8 January. Two (2) compenies of the VN 28th
lengeor Dattalion were used 10 seoure the route of march from Dac Tredi
(XTI 5405) to the now E/17 position. 4% OBOSOOH the rain body of the
Urigade convoy (TF 3/319 and TF Support) coparted Bao Trai. The
convoy moved to tho new Drigade Dase vioinity X 611235, closing at
0810151 with no ocontecte The entire nmove was covored closely by acire
borne FAC's, TiC air cap and armed helicoptors. .dvance coordinetvion

* had boen effoctcd . with lst Inf biv, %o allow the 173& ubn ble,

3rd bde, and lst wiv firo support uhits to utilize the same road
netvork into tho Uperational svce. 4additionally the road movement

wes tiuod to pernit units t0 move to the forward troop safoty limit

as B-52 Boubers conduoted a passive yrostrike in tho arca of operationse.
Irmediately upon arrivael in’ tho now irigade iiaso the artilloxy

units oondustod rogistrations and prepared to support the assault
battalions,

Commenoing at 080930i, aftor a forty-five mimte preperation by
TaC Lir, artillory and armed holicopters, TF 1/RiR conducted e heliborne
essault into 12 MiliCH. The asseult helicopters rocodved scall oxms
fire during the landing and 1/kull cncvuntered light enccy resistance
to the East and Wost of the Li. Dy 0810058 all 1/iwik troops were on the
eround, the 12 was secured and 1/iul moved to ooccupy dblocking positions
and await the landing of 1/503d Inf end 2/5034 Inf. Following yre-
parations by TiC 4ir, artillery end armed helicopters, 1/503d Inf cade
its helibome assault on LZ .PRIL at 081200H, followed Yy 2/503d Inf
on LZ MY at 081430E. No contact was made on the LZ's however ground
fire was receivod by the holicopters on cach assault.

At 081030H 1/fLR receivod enall arms fire froh the Northeast
and South of their LZ, The fire was returnod and movement into

- blocking positions continued. At 081030 six (€) VC suspects and one

oachine gun were captured in a hut vicinity XD 649284. -n oxteasive
’ 4
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tunnel systen in the seme erea was searchod and thirty (30) women and
children were discovercd and wero evaucuatod from the bettle arce. about
tho seme tine vicinity XT 650281, a dug in casuslty clearing station was
discovored which was guarded by a VC squad. uring a short fire fight five
(5) VC were killed., Lt 08122Q heavy contect wes made with a VC compeny vie
XT 655285 which cmployed small arms, booby traps, commend detonated nines,
57om Recoilless Rifles and mortars. iuring the action, which lested until
darimess, 1/RiR overren successive VC positions with bunkers and trenches
in dopth. The VC fought a teneoious battle, obviously in defcuse of soze-
thing of grest value to them. During the battle seven (7) VC were confirmed
killed and two (2) rifles and one (1) Dil were captured., 4t 081445E & cache
of weapons parts, 5000 rounds s=zll arns ammunition, several ..t and mortar
rounds, thirty-five (35) grenades, and nuperous rifle pagazines and
anmmition pouches was discovered vicinity XT 650285, 4t 0816253 scventy
(70) VC suspeots were captured vicinity I 649266 and mcved out of tho
battle arcee 8 darkness fell 1/null was searching the bunkers end tunncls
for additional VC personncl and equipment. Iomediately after completion

of heliborne essaults 1/503d Inf and 2/503d Inf attacked to surzcund aand
ocoupy the objoctive area, which was the reported location of tho heade-
quartors of Militzry Region 4. dowever, there were no high lovel VC
comittee personnel encountered nor was there any ovidence ol en establiskc.
installation in the erea. luring the attzck by 1/503d and 2/503& mucercus
VC suspocots and over 400 refugces werc encountered. It should bo noted that
the oivilians found in the ereca ap eared to be thoroughly indocirinated end
syopathetio to tho VC movoment. at 081440H 1/503d discovered two trails
viecinity XT' 618263 and X2 618265, cach of which ap.cared to have been used
by 60 =« 70 bicyoles in the pest four (4) hours. at 081625 1/5034

looated & platoon position with freshly dug tranches and bunkers and &
house containing 1000 pounds of rice vicinity AT 630272. The erea
eppeared to have been used as an aid station. Ono (1) stretchez and a
emall anount of medicine was captured. "at 081625H another trail was
discovered vicinity X' 639269 loeding South with numbrous fresh

bicycle trackse Dy the end of the day it was obvious that the target

wves not in tho anticipated arca end appeared likely that it was located

to the North, within the 1/i4R A0,

During the dey eloments of &/17th Cavalry, D/16th armor and PWIS
conducted clecaring operations around, the Dde lase Position. &t C31155H
five (5) VC were engaged vicinity YT 609228 and ono (1) was killed, carzy=
ing e docuncnt case and throe (B docuncntse &t 0813350 E/17 located
& cache vicinity XI 621229 containing 5000 pounds of rice, 60 pounds of
salt and 60 pounds of fortilizor. at 08140CH L/16 Qiscovered two (2)
hand grenades, miscellancous medical supplies and soversl dcouments
in a foxhole vicinity XT 617245. Cuntact was macde with a smal)l VC

force vicinity XD 605245 at 081450H. Dluring a short fire fight B/17
killed two (2) VC. ' .

In tho Ddo Dase during the day sceveral caches and entrenchod arces wore
located. at 0Bl2CSH C/3/319 discovered & tunnol vicinity & 612241
oontaining 1800 peunds of rice, 10U pounds of salt, soveral doounenta
and numerous empty 30 calibor and 20mn shéll casings. 4 bunker and
trench systen was located viocinity XD 616241 with automatio weapons
positions. At 081555H, C Dattery discovered 3000 pounds of rice vie
X 610244, Approxinately one dozen (12) helicopters roceived hits
fron ground fire on D-lay from arcas in the Bde 40 without loss of
airorals or injury to persomnels Artillexy and T4C Air was placed on all
suspeoted YO locations. On one occassion an officer observed two smoke
trails fron the ground to the viocinity of a holicopter, indicating that
the VC in this area prodebly employ some type of portable grownd to air .
nissile as wvas enoountered on Operation "MILLUDEW IM, '

o
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Juring the day e system was cstablished by Ude C-5 persomel to evacuate
as much rice as jpossible from the 40 to be given to locel officials for , W
distribution to neody feniliocs.

At the end of the D-Uay all VC elements had broken contact and CP
looations were es followst Brigede CP - XI 611235 e

1/503a Inf - X 637271

2/503d Inf - XX 628288

1/RuR - X 648285

3/319 Axty - XT 12241

There was no contact during the night of 8-9 January.

be 141 (9 Januery 1966) = 1T3¢ 4bn Udo (Sep) continucd Operation
"CRIMP" in the HODO Woods Rogion with two battalions attacking to the East
toward the Saigon kiver whilo the third tattelicn remained in blocking
positions to the Northcast.

1/503d Inf and 2/503d Inf continuecd the attack to tho East, thoxcughly
scarcaing the aree of operations. luring the dey only minor contact wes
rade es nuncrous fortificd positions and caches continued to be located.
At 09090Q: 2/503(1 discovered two cachcs; one vicinity XX 633272 contzining
400 pounds of fertilizer and 1(C pzunds of rice and the secon? vicinity
X 633279 oonteining 2000 pounds of rice. 4t 03092TH 1/503¢ ddscovered two
trench systens, each of which was large cnuugh to accooodate a battelion
size force vicinity XT' 638261 and XI' 635265, «t C91120H 2/503d Inf
roceived small arms fire from a suall VC forxce vicinity X 657275, The
arca was hit with artillory firos and searched bty 2/503@ Inf with no
further contact. 4t ¢9144CH 2/503d Inf discovered two huts containing
approximately 25C0 pounds of rico with a concrete bunker ncaxby, vicinity
X 654264, 4 oeche cortaining epproximately 9C00 pounds of rico was
located vicinity XT 656264 at 09153CH. Luring tho day it became
epparant that there had been no recent large scale VC activities in the
1/5034 Inf sU and very little in the 2/503a Inf AV,

1/LR continuod to occupy dblocking positicns to the Northeast of
1/503d Inf end 2/ 5G34 Inf and conducted numerous patrels in scctor to searah
for VC persomnel end cquipment. Intricate rmlti-level tunnel systens
were discovored during the day containing several large weapen ceches |
and nunorous doocuments which proved beyond Coubt that 1/3X was siiting
on top of the VC 2olitical Headquartcrs of Military kegion 4. Included
in the find wore dotailed maps of all fricndly nilitary installations
in tho Saigon-Cholon-Gie Vinh erce, friendly (G of allied forces by
nane and extemisve rcsters of U.S. Pecrsonnel living ia the Saizon erxec.
The docunents indicated that the cntire hoadquarters of the Saigen-
Cholon=Gia Linh S;ocial Zone wes looated within tho Béde 40, two
ninor contacts wore nude by the l/u.k during the day wi’% ono (1) VC being
killed and anothor cajptured vicinity XT 652288 at C9LT0CGI., TFive
weapons and equijaent caches were capturod éuring the dey viecinity
X 649282, XT 631287, XTI 654286, XD 652268 and AT 641293 oontaining
forty-seven (47 weapons, nany weapons conponents, and over twenty
thousand rounds of snall ams and orew served woapons amuniticn, The
captured weayons inoluded one (1) 57um kecoiless kifle, four (4) 12.7=a

dnti~iiroraft machine guns, two machitow guns and nunerous individual
riflos, carbines and sub-machine guns,

4t first light on i+l E/17 Cav with one (1) platcon of APG's fron
PILH poved out of the bde Lase to conduct seerch and olear opzraticns to
the orthe &4t C9O0TLCH vicinity XI 608243, E/17 mede contact with a VO

squad which was eprarently plaming to morter the Bde's drtillexy Positions.
The VC fired four {4) 60tm portar rounds and g:1all ans fire before

breaking contact under an agsressive attack by E/17. The arca wes hit by
TAC air and soarched by B/17 with no further contact. At 0912505 B/17
disoovered a cache ocontaining 100D pounds of rice vicinity AT 624258+

6 /
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1734 Engineer Company conducted one (1) squad sized clearing patrol -
during the morning to tho Ecst of the Ddo Dase. Caches containing 1000
pounds of rice and 2000 pounds of rice respectively were located vioinity
XT 614226 and XT. 615225 at  09Q8C0H: At C9LC45H three (3) punji pits and
a trench systen running epproxiuately 700 meters to the Northwest was :
discovered vicinity XT 617237.. - .

D/16th Amor departed the ide Base at 090800H and moved to the 2/5034
Inf AO and vas attached on arrival. D/16 assisted in search.operations in
the 2/503d Inf AO during the day and remained vicinity the 2/503d Inf
base during the night. . ‘

*Bde helicopters continued to receive ground fire throughout the A0 -
during the day. Counter fires were placed on suspeoted VC locations in
all cases. During the day a total of four hundred and ninety (490) °
Viethamese were evaucated from the battle area by helicepter. Of these
thirty-six (36) were confirmed as VC and 167 were held as VC suspsots.
The remainder wero evaouated from the battlo area for tacir safety. -

At the and of D+l .CP locations were as followst
T o 1/503d Inf - XD 649265
¥ '9/5034 Inf - XT 655275 .-

. 'D/16 Aror - Same as 2/503d Inf
A1l Others - No change

During the night of 9-10 Jenuary VC contact was rcported in all
areas of the Bde sector. Attempts were made throughout the anigat by
VC squad size forces to probe the 1/RAR perimeter. At 0919208 1/RAR
killed two (2) VC and captured one weapcn vicinity XT €47285. Fronm
100505H to 1006158 1/RAR reccived sporedic mortar fire with no
casualties. Artillery fires were placed on all suspected VC locatiomns.
1/503a Inf end 2/503d Inf each received sporadio mortar and sniper fire
throughout’ tho night with no casualties. In the Bde Base position at .
100220H, B/3/319th and E/17th Cav received mortar fire and small arms
fire from the Northwest. Counter fires were placed on the suspected
VC poaitions. and no further fire was received. ’

6. D+2 (10 January 1966) - Tho 1734 abn Bde (Sop) contimued
Operation "CRIMP", condusting numerous scarch patrols in sector to
locato VC forces, installations and cquipment, and repositioned ono
battalion task force to the Northemn portion of the Bde A0 (ses Inclosuxe
2)s During the day permission was granted for use of CS-1 Agent to
oonteminate tunnels and bunkers which could not be destroyed.

Commencing at 100730E 1/503d Inf conducted ten (10) platoon sized
search and destroy patrols South, Southwest and West of the Bn Base.
No VO contact was made durin~ the morning end the arce appoared to have
had no recent large scale VC activity. The patrols olosed back into the
Bn base by 101330H, and 1/503d Inf bogan preparations to move to a néw 40,
D/16th Armor was detached from 2/503d Inf and atteched to 1/503d Inf effective
101200H. 4t 1015002 1/503d Inf moved by 4PC and foot march to an attack
position vicinity XT 631281.° ‘At 1017008 the lead element of 1/503(1 Inf
engaged a VC company vicinity XT 621284. Aftox a short fire fight the VO
broke contsct leaving twenty-nins (29) dead behind,. Air and Artillery
wero used during the contact and egain aftér the VC broke contact. The
* aroa was then scarched with no furthor contact. 1/503d Inf olosed -into

its attack position at 10180CH and began proparations to attack to the
Forth on 1l Jamaxy. : '

) g O T r P
L '
.. | . - Rr

&AFIJ)GN—I'_;JQL-"' e

.

Bt



P LowpidenTik

/ AVAB-SC
' SUBJECT: Combat Operations After action Report (MaCV/RCS/J3/32)

2/503a Inf conducted ten (10) sguad sized search patrols in sector
during e day. Numero.s Coouments end small rice oaches were located but
ro recently inhabited VU installations were found. The only contact of the
day oooured at 100855 when sniper fire was received vicinity XT 658277.

During the day nearly 200 VG suspects and refugees were capturcd in the
populated areas along the road vicinity X 6526 and were eveucated.

. l/R.ER continued to occupy blocking positions Northeast of LZ MuRCH
and conducted platoon sized search patrols in sectore During the morning,
patrols discovered five (5) VC todies, three weapons and numcrcus blood

. : trails in the areas of VC initiated actions during tho night of 9-i0
Jamuary. at 101235H threoe é}% VC wero engaged vicinity XT 654278. One
‘ (1) VC was killed and one (1) automstic weapon and four (4) grenades were
ceptured. b 101200H a D Compary patrol killed one ug VC vicinity X7
.. 657280 and at 101340H a C Company patrol killed one (1) VC vioinity XT
607267 Throughout the éay patrols con’irued to discover adlitional
extensive tunncl and bunker systems in sector. One tunnel was discovered
vhich containod a well to supply water below ground. Persomnel searching
the tunnols carried a T4A-312 telephone end a roll of comrunications wire
to allow for reporting of finds in the tunnel and to mcasure depth or
length of the tunnel. Dog teams wore also used to seerch the tunnelse.
Brigade Chemical personnel successfully enmployed "MIGHTY MITE" (& small
back-pack air compressor which can be used to blow smoke or tear ges
into tke tunnels) in the turmel systems in the 1/RiR sector. 4t 101020H

Tifty (50) VC suspocts were captured in one of the tunnels with no
casual ties,

At 100900H B/17 Cavalry moved out of the Bde base with one platoon

T . g of APC's fyrom PWIH to0 search the ares bowunded by grid lines XT 59.5

‘on the West, XI 61 on the East, 23 on the South and 25.5 on thé Northe .
Continuous contact wes maintained throughout the day as the task force
fought a running battle with snipers and small VC forces. 4% 1014102

& VO force was enccuntered vicinity XI 599255 occupying trenchese Two
eir atrikes and nmassive artillery fires were placcd on the locaticn
followed by a sweep by E/17 and the 4PC's. Sixteon (i0) VC boiies were
found and it is estimated that at least sixty (60) more were killed, On
several oocasions the E/17 commander erd the artillexy FO in a helicopter
above cbserved bocbs and artillexy rounds land in the midst of groups of VG,

On D+2 Bde helicopters continued to roceive ground fire from the AO.
However a marked decrease was observed. 4t the end of D+2 CP locations
were as follows:t TF 1/503d Inf - XTI 631281

All Others « No Change

"
N

do  D+3 (11 January 1966) 173¢ Abn Bde (Sep) continued Operation
"CRIMP" with one battalion attacking to the North and two battalions
soarching in seoctor. Bde units continued to discover elaborate multi-
lovel tunnol end bunker systems thrcughout the 40. Special demolition
teans were utilized to dostroy the systems and tunnels vwere contaminated
Yy o persiztant riot control agent whoro destruction was not possible.

At 110800H, TF 1/503d Inf jumped off in an attack to the North to seizo
and dostroy tho fortified arca rcportcd vieinity XP 6330. lassive
air ond artillery stirikes preceded the infantry on the objective area.
C Cocpany and D/16th Armor panouwverud around the West flank to blocking
vositions vicinity XT 630304 while A and B Con: es attecked to the
Northe At 110830H contact was made with five (5) VC vioinity XT 639299
with two VC boing captured. At 110920 as C Company moved into blocking
positions, a VC squad was engaged which employed small arms and command
detonated minos. At 111045 & platoon sized VC force was contacted vie
XTI 634298 in a well prepared trench system. 41l 1/5038 elecents continued
to prosa forward bohind a wall of artillery and Til air Fires. By 111100

! o 8 ‘ i : .
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all units were in contact with an estinated VC company which fought
porsistantly from a well developed trench, bunker and tunnel systen.
Yhe entiro area was heavily booby trapped and mined, inecluding command
Qrtonated claymore type mines. By 111230H 1/503d Inf had coapletely
) over run the VC positions. During the btattle, Bde Chemical personnel
. . enployed flane throwers against the VC bunkers and trenches. This
' was the first tins Bde elemonts had utilized the flaome thrower against
VC forces. During the afternoon 1/503d Inf conducted a systecatic search
of the complex tunnel and bunker systen. Seven (7) VC bodies were :
located and equipment and blood trails indicated that at least thirty

(30) others were killed. Twelve (12) weapons and numorous docusents
were. captured.

*+ 7 1/RAR continued to search in sector utilizing numecrous sncll patrols.
At 1109002 one- (1) VC was killed vicinity X' 645286.. 4t 111020E sniper
fire was received vicinity XI' 648278. 1/RiR swept thrcugh the positiun’
but no further contoct was padas A cache contairing fifteen (15) tons
of rice was discovered in the exreca. A4t 1111108 two ccncreto trap doors
wore discovered vioinity X' 654286 which opened into amcther intricate
tunnel systeos. Throughout the day 1/RiR continued to find documents and
equipment which verified that they were in tho SCGDSZ headquartors.
Three typewriters, two tape recorders end a duplicating rachine ware
found in & hidden charmber of one tunnel systern.

2/503d Inf continued to sweep toward the Southwest odge of the Bde 40
Nucerous tunnels continued to be discovered, secrched and then destroyed
or oonteminated. 4t 110855H a VC squzd was ‘engeged vioinity XT 656277.
Two VO were killed and one (1) M-l Rifle and one Chicon Submachire Gun
wore captured. 4t 111310H a weapons cache was discovered in a tunnel’ -~
vioinity XI' 656271 which contained six (6) Chicom Carbines, three (3)

Model 93 Mauser Rifles, 25 pounds of dooctvments and 100 rounds of small
arcs amunition. )

E/17th Cavalry with scven (7) 4PC's from PWLE attached conducted
scarch and clear opcrations in the Wostern portion of ‘the Bde A0 as
far North as XT 605295. At 110815H a treach systen was located vio
XTI 615269 containing four (4) hand grenades. At 1112458 e cache
containing nine (9) tons of rice was discovered vicinity X' 592265.
The TF closed back into thc Bde Base prior to darlmess with no contacte ~°

During the doy Bde units utilized "Cry Baby" end "Mighty Mite" to
flush VC and Victnamese refugees from the many twrmol systems in the
Bde 40, 4t 111235H fifty-eight (58) persmncl were captured froa one
aysten vicinity XI 642299 by 1/903d Inf. The iustralian Enginoer Troop
worked in the 1/RiR seotor and Bde Chenical personnel worked in 1/503d
Inf and 2/503& Inf sootox. & total of over 600 VS, VG suspects and
rofugees wore ovaouated from the 40 on D+3, ' = ;

. At tho cnd of the day CP locations were as follows: . -

. . DP1/503d Inf - XT 641298 - -, SRR ;

A1l Othors ° -~ No Change i S
At 1120008 4/8/6 Artillery roceived sniper fire from vicinity X ;' .
606237.. The fire was roturnod, and upon investigation of the area & . =
blood stained pistol belt and seven (7) grenados were founds =~  ~ . . .

e
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e. Di4 (12 Januery 1966) - Opei'a:tion UCRDP" continued in the EMBO
Woods Region with Bde cleuments scarching end destroying or ccntaninating
tunnel end bunker systens in scctor and contacting VO forces up to squad sizo.

. 1/ 5034 Inf conducted platcon sized scarch patrols in areas surrcunding
the Bn base and encountcred sporedic sniping and mortar fire throughout the
dsy. Thoe entire arca wes heavily booby trapped with 105cm rounds hanging
fron trees which were comand detorated. At 121130H a trench systom 800
potors long with two coommand bunkers was discovered and et 1222458 one (1)
U.S. 1903 Rifle and throo (3) Chicom Cexbines were located vicinity NI
635305, 4t 121335H tcn (103 hand grenades and one (1) setchcl chargo were
discovered vicinity XT 640300, Letor et 121355H three (3) VC wero killed
and 80 Chicon hand granados, 70 rifle grenades, one (1) typowriter and
six (6) bicyéles wero captured vicinity XT 638305. it the seme timo one
(1) Chicon Carbine and one (1) pack were disccvered in a tunnel vicinity
XT 639302, At 121700H throo (35) Chicon M44 Cexbinos were captured in
a twmel vicinity XT' 632305, :

2/503d Inf continucd to scerch in sector with no VC centact during
the dey. At 121145E a cache containing two (2) bags of Cocuments and
nunorous medical supplies was discovercd viecinity XT 657275. inother
cecho was located vicinity XD 653273 at 1213158 ccntaining cne (1)
Mosin Nagant Rifle, nuncrous documents end miscellencsus mcdical supplics.
During tho day B Conmpany moved a herd of cattle froo the operztional
aree to vicinity X@ 611235 wherc thcy were turncd over to LRVK representatives
to be returncd to refugees from the operational arcae 4t 12122CH ton
(10) VC were engaged in o tronch vicinity XT 648248. The VC were hit by
arnod helicopters. followed by a sweep by B Company. Three (3) VC
vero killed end the rost withdrew. The cattle drive then continued.
After completion of the drive B Company roturnod to the Bde base
position for tho night. ’

lad

1/RAR continued to search the multi-lcvel tunnel systecs in their A0,
soizing VC supplics and equipnent. Sprosdic sniper and mortar fire
vas roceived during the day. A4t 120930H cne (1) Russian lodel
1891/30 sniper rifle with soope was discovered vicinity X 636258.
Lt epproxinately the sanc time one (1) Chicon V-44 Carbine wes
captured vicinity XT 6528. it 121430H eight (8) VC wore killed
in a tunnel vicinity AT 6528.
- E/17th Cav conducted a mounted reconneissance in the Western portion
of the Bde L0« Three (3) rice caches were discovered vicinity X@
604235, X 604233, XT 602223 containing over 6,000 pounds of rice.
Ko oontaot was made by E/17 diring the day.

" On D+4 ovor 300 VC suspects and rofugces were evaucated froz tno 40, .
Bdo holicopters continued to receive groeund fire, althcugh the occurence
has been greatly reduced sinco D- Dey. 411 suspeoted VC locetions
oontinued to be hit by artillery and TuC 4dir. , N

CP locations did not chenge on D+4. Sovoral contacts wero roported
by Bde units during the night. 4t 122155H 1/503a Inf roported a
seoondary explosion resulted fron HAI fives vicinity XT 636303. 4 1/503d.
Inf outpost killed one (1) VC vioinity XT 641299 at 1221552,

. 10
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£, D+5 (13 Januexy 1966) - 1734 Atn Bde (Sep) continued Operation
"CRII", completing destruction of previocusly discovered tremches, bunkers,
an’ tunnel ‘systens end .conteninating tunnels with a persistent riot
conitrol agent when destruction was not practicebles

1/5034 Inf oonducted four (4)platoon sized search end destroy patrols
._in sector and continued to search, destroy and contaninate tunnels previously
: discovered. During the norning e cache was discovered vicinity XP 644294
. .ocontaining 34 tons of rice. At 131215H a new bunker end turmel.systen wes
disoovered vic XT 614300 which contained tunnels on six (6) separate levels.
The Bde speoial denmolition teanm was enmployed tu desiroy the complex., 4t
131510H C/1/505d engaged & VC platoon vieinity XI 639294 which enployed
automatic weapons and portars. Axtillery fires were inmnediately brought
40 bear on the VC position. The airbome FiuC observed the VC mortar _
firing and placed en air strike on the position, using napeln end
bomobs. A4ll ordnance was on target, with en catimated 20 VC killed. .
Lfter supporting fires had roved ecross tho VC positions, C/1/5034 awep’
through with no further contact. Ten (10) VC bodies were left by the -
retreeting platoon. | . Sk . :

4t 131300H D/i6th. Amor was detaghed fro!.z 1/5034 Inf ani moved back
to the Ble base position. In route a cache containing 1000 pouvnds of ' -
rice was discovered vicinity XT 615272.. = . _ i

. 2/503@ Inf continued to scarch end déstroy tunnel systems in :
sector using platoon size patrols. it 130730H One (1) VC surrendered
%o 2/503d Inf vicinity XT 647275. One (1) VC body wns discovered " '
vicinity tho river X 659227. Clothing had been stripped from the
bolye inother body was discovercd at XT 660270. This VC appearcd

! to have boen killed ty morter or ertillery fires several days earlier. A%
1313103 a patrol killed one (1) VC vicinity XI 665262 vearing black °

pajeces ex2 a pith helmet. Commenoing at 130830H B/2/503d Inf was

extracted from the Bde base by holicopter and moved to the Bde Base

et Bien Hoa where they remmined in an alext status until the Bde

olosed in on 14 Januvary 1966. ’

1/RAR‘ continued destruction of loceted VC tunnel systens and
conduoted platcon sized scaxrch patrols in sector. it 1305004 cne VC
weering dlack pajenas was killed by an ambush vicinity XT 652289, A¢
131030H two VC were captured vicinity XT.655235. g

During the day E/17 conducted one (1) mountod and one (1) foot
patrol to the Northwest and Southeast of the Bde Base Position. At
1314108 600 pounds of rice was discovered vioinity XP 605245. Another
‘cache at XI 621230 contained five (5) tons of rice. At 13154CH an
unocoupied trench was discovercd vicinity XTI 619234 rumning epproximately
400 noters to tho West. . 5 . @ ' L

_On D+5 the occcurance of ground fire egainst Bde helicopters was greatly
reduced, indicating effectiveness of the Bde's gearch and destroy operdtion
and rxetalitory fires on VC sniperss. . Ml "o 24, ‘ O w T

Lt the end of D+5 CP locations wore as followa: D/i6 Armor - X 614233
: A1l Others = No Change
During the night the infentry battalions received sporedic sniper and.
morter fire. at 132210H one VC was killed trying to infiltrate the 1/RiR
perinmeter. At 14030CH 1/503a Inf captured two (2) VC inside thoir perimetor
who were weariag gas masks. The VC had apparently remained hidden in hnlos
in the area for several deyse. . " & o . ] ;
. k - g ‘1
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D+6 (14 January 1966) - On D+6 the 173d Aibn Bde (Sep) terminated
Operation "CRIMP" in the HOBO region and redeployed all units to the Bde
Base at Bien Hoa by a combination of helicopter lift end motor convoy.
Movement began at 140800H when 1/503d Inf was extracted from 12 FEBRUARY
vicinity XT 634307, The last lift deperted the LZ at 140912H. 1/RAR and
2/503d Inf were extracted from LZ JULY, vicinity XT 648268, commencing et
1409458 and completing at 141115H. EU-1 end H-47 helicopters were utilized
for the exirections. Troop E/17th Cavalry led the returning motor convay,
crossing the Start Point vicinity XT 616226 at 141000H. The rain body
began moving at 141030H with the artillery remaining in position until
extraction of the Inf battalions *vas completeds The helicopter extraotion
and the motor convoy were covered by continucus TAC Air support and ammed
helicopters ca station. Light small arms fire was received within the 40
by the troop carrying helicopters and the motor convoy trail party
reczived autometio weapons fire at XT 667112. The fire wes returned and
ono (1) VC was estimated killeds The motor convoy closed into the Bde
Beso et Bien Hoa a2t 1414304, terminating Operation "CRIMP".

e e -

[N

' 5. SUPFORTING FORCES3
a. Tesk Foroe 3/319th Artillery:

(1) size of Force - Three (3) six (6) gun 105zz howitizer ;
battories, two (2) four (4) gun 105mm betseries end cne (1) six (6) :
gun 155tn battoxye f

(2) Eow end When Enployed:

P

(2) Preparation of ILZ's "MARCH",."AFRIL" and "MAY" on
8 January 1966.

(b) On call missions to Bde, lut Inf Div, and ARVN forces
fron 8-14 January 1966.

—~i e

(o) Harrassing and Interdiotioh fires from 8-14 Janvayy 1966.

——ge w’

(&) Quick reaction fircs on VC locations established by
intelligence clements from 8-14 Januaxy 1966.

(e) Suppressive fires during extraction on 14 Jermary 1966.

(3) Results end Effectiveness: The Bde's artillery fired 516
nissions end 7401 rounds during Operetion "CRIMP". Artillexy fires were
very effective during 12 preparations end during extraction, reducing VC
resistance to only light ground fire. On several occesions during the
operation air observers observed rcunds falling in the nmidst of VC clements .
end positions, attesting to the excellent results of on call nissions.
Retalitory fires on suspectod VC locations wero very effective. The :
ooccurance of ground fire lessencd with each Coy of the oporation. Artillexy
fires were not effootive against tho tunnol ‘and bunker systens in the 4O
excopt in the case of a direct hit.

(4) Tineliness: Becmuse of coordination effected in the Bde
Mre support Coordination Center between Artillery, Army Air, and
Alr Force elements, the tineliness of artillery fires was excellent.
Repid reaction to enery intelligemce continued to he effeoted.

be UeSe 4ir Force: ’

(1) Size of Force: A total of 142 Tactical Air sorties and
thirty-4wo (32) Forward Air Controller sorties wore flowvn during
Operation "CRIMP",

(2) Eow and Vhen Enployeds

B ) T WX T D

‘ (a) Oonvoy cover from Bao Trel to Positim KING on 8
Jemary 1966.
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(b) Proparation of LZ's "MARCH", "APRIL" and "MIY"™ on 8

(e) Pro.ple.rmedvand on csll nissions fron 8-14 January 1966.

(a) @uick-resction fires on VC locations established by
intelligenoe elenontse

(e) Flare ships wore on call at all times throughout the
oporation. ‘

(£) in airborne FiC was available at all times during the
operation eithor in the air over the 40 or on strip alert at Lai Khe
(Xr 7638). Ground FAC toans wore fumighed to cach infentry battalion.

" (g) Convoy cover for xcturn to Bien Hoa Base Position on
14 January 1966.

(3) Rosults and Effocctivenesss During Operation "CRIMP" Lir Force
support was outstending. Preparations of 12's werc on target, effectivelr
reduoing VC resistance to only light ground fire. On cell nissions were
timely with outstanding effect. On 10 January bembs cdrczped in support
of E/17 were scen to fall in the cidst of groups of VC. On 13 Jenuary
a-strike in support of 1/503d Inf destroyed a VC moitar position with an
estinated 20 VC killede No organized VC ection was encountorad dwring
the motor convoyse The ground and airborne Fills were very effective,
rosulting in timely and accurate i‘ires throughout the operation.

(4) Timeliness: See 5, b , (5) above.

(5) Air Requost Net Utilized: The SOP pm—plannod air requost
net was utilized during Operation "CRUP"., Requests ware initiated
by the commenders on the ground end sent to the Brigade Tectical 4ir
Control Group (TLGG) by the ground FiC or through the Lirborno FulC.
The request was then rolayed to the III Corpe Direct Lir Support
Center. On occasion nissions were gencrated at Bde level based on
intelligence information. If e nisasion was requested whon TiC air
end tho 4irborno F4C were both airborne, no furthor cooxdination was
required and the striko was oondusted.

(6) iir-Ground Marking Systenm: In all cases targess for

TLC air gérikes wero marked by the airbome FiL using White Phosphercus
rookets,

O wml

(1) Size of Force: During Operation "CRDMP" ermy air support
was provided by the following units:

(a) Oonpa:w L, 82nd Aviation Battalion. ‘
(b) 1954 kviation Platoons ' \
l(c) 161 Rooco Flight (Lustralian)
() 145th Aviation Battalions
1 Coopany 4, Sélst Lviation Battalion
2 118th Lviation Compeny (AMBI. )
3 68th Lviation Company (LMBL IT)
4 197th Aviation Company (UZT) 8
5 T4th hviation Compezy (B Ir)

— 13- A

oo F(»GWAL



E . - ﬁ;pF'bEu‘ﬁ@L’ '
' AVAB-SO . ,
SUBJECOTs Combat Operations After Action Roport (MiCV/RCS/J3/32)

() 155th Aviation Company (AMBL IT)
- (£) 147th Aviaticn Company (BCPTR MED)
(g) 173 iviation Company (4SL)

(2) Eow and When Employeds

(a) Three (3) holibcrne assaults and three (3) extractions
for a total of 679 sorties.

: (b) Lmed holicopter cover for all convoys and close
in support to ground forces for a totel of 292 sortios.

(o) Daily resupply missions from Bien Hoa to the Ddo Dese
and fron the Bde Base to infantry batteiiecns for a total of 622 sorties.

(d8) Command and liaison support vhen requested for &
total of 193 sorties.

i T (o) Radio relay whon required for two (2) sortics.

~ (f) Modical evacuation flights (does not include 57th .
Medical Dotachment) - 14 sorticse )

. (g) Bocauso of the mn-éva.ilabiliw of en air grip in
tho operational area rcsupply was eccomplished exclusively by rotary
winged aircraft.

.+ (3) Results and Effoctivenoss: During Operation "CRIMP" Arcy s
Aviation flew & total of 1790 sortics in support of tho Bde. The results
produced wero excellente All heliborne assaults and oxtractions were
exeouted smoothly. Resupply and medical evacuation were accomplished

‘vwhen requested with & minirmun of time lag. Radio contact wes maintained
between Bde hoedquarters end tho ground forces at all times. Armed
heliocopters support was excellont, helping to reduce VC resistence during
the heliborme assaults, On 12 January armed helicopters flying in suppoxrt
of B/2/503 cattle drive, successfully engaged ten (10) VC in a trench,

killing three (3), and enabled B Company to accomplish its mission on
schedulo, _

(4) 'Ilimlinou: See 5, o, (3) avove.

4. D Company, 16th Lrmor and Prince of Wales Light Eorse Troop"

(Australians)s
21; Size of Forco: Eleven (11) M-113 APC's, five (5) u-gs $P1T1S
and four (4) 4.2" Mortor APC's from D/16th Arnor; end thirteen (13) M-113

APC's fron PWIH,
. ' (2) How and When Enployeds : ‘ .

v

(2) Convoy security from Bao Trai to Position KLiG on 8
Januvaxy 1966. .

(b) Porimetor security of Position KING fron 8-14 January 1966.

i , (o) IWIE combined with E/L7th Cavalry to conduct daily
g T search and clear operations arcund the Dde Base position.

b (4) D/16th Amwor attached to a/'soao. Inf on 9 Jenuaxy for
arnor/infantry operation.

b V3
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(e) D/16th Arnor was detached from 2/503d Inf and attached

to 1/5034 Inf on 10 January to participate in tho 1/503d Inf attack to
the North-

(£f) D/16th hmor deteched fron 1/503d Inf on 13 January |
end moved back to Bde Dase Position.

(g) Conveoy scourity during the move back to the Bien Hoa
Base Position on 14 Jenuary 1966. .

(3) Results and Effectivenesss Excellent. The mobility end
firepower of these units is a doterent to VC attack ocn Bde conveys ox
positions. The APC's and SPATS opernted very well in the terrein of
the 40. No unsurmountable obstacles wors encountered. The morter
platoon is a very effoctive mobile fire support element which cen move
right along with the advancing infentry in an attack for closer suprort.
The search and clear operations around the Bdo Base Position worked
exceodingly woll with many VC being killed or capturcd end numercus
rico caches being capturcd. These operativns also holped to yrouvent
V¢ ground or mortar attacks on tho Bde CP area. Use of irmor/Infentry
olencnts enadbled 1/503a Inf to push a fast moving dlocking force into
position boforo their attack on 1l January, this preventing use of the
road ruming to the Northwest by the VC.

JRPURVSTIPRRS

(4) Timelincsss N/A
e+ Chenical:

(1) Size of Force: Chcmicel support on Operation "CRIMP" was

frcvidgd by the Bde Chemical Section (includes the Slst Chemical Detackmant
CDRC) ) e

(2) How and When Employed:s Throughout the operation "Cry Baby"
(toar gas grenades) were used by tho ground forces to ferrot the VG from

his bunkers and tunnels. "Mighty Mite" and flame throwers were used as .
followss .

. (&) 8 January 1966 - "Mighty Mito" was used in supgort of
3/319th Artillery to search numerous bunkers, trenchos end short tunnels
oonnecting huts and bunkers in tho Northwestern portion of Position KIIG.
Tho avarage tunnel length was twenty (20) metors.

(b) 9-11 January 1966 - "Mighty Mite" was used in support of
1/RiR to search and clear the massive tunncl systom discovered in its 40.
HC Smoke and OS grenades wore used in conjunction with "Mighty Mte". ALfter
contanination of tunnols, "Mighty Mite" was used to force air back into
the tunnols so that friendly troops could secarch them. .

(o) 11 Januaxy 1966 - 4 flame thrower was used in support of
1/5034 Inf attack to the North, to burn cut VC elements in bunkers, tunnels
and spider holes. ' :

(4) 12-13 January 1966 - "Mighty Mite" was used in support of |
1/5034 Ini to mop up and olear burker and tunnel systems in their now 40.
Somo sys*ems woro six (8) lovels deop end were oonorete reinforcod in places.

(e) 13 January 1966 - "uisw Mite" vas used ‘to search
extensive tunnel aystem in 2/503d Inf AO. : :
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(£) In all cases where destruction of tunnels was not
possible, CS-1 agunt was used to contaminate the systen. This was
acconplished by placing a bag of CS-1 on a piece of detonating cord
between oratering charges inside the tunnel. When the charges wore set
off, the powder was forced through tho tunnel systen.

. ' (3) Results and Effcctiveness: Excollent. The use of xiot
ocontrol agents to ferret VC and even friendly Vietnamose from burnkers
and tunnels saved many lives during Operation "CRIMP". The "Mighty Mite"
is a very effective blower to forco the agent into tho vory depths of the |
" tunnels. HC sooke was elso uscd very offectively, often secping out of )
hidden oxits fronm the tunnel and thus aiding in the scerch of the systems. .
" Tunnel systems that could not be dostroyed were contanminated with CS-1-

agonte It is felt that this agent will effectiveoly negate future use
of the tunnels by the VC.

(4) Timeliness: N/A p 0 . .

6. LDMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: During Operation "CRIMP" Bde units were ) :
supported fron & forward logistical coprlex located at Position KiIGe
The conplex included supuly, trensportation, caintenence and medical
facilities from the 173d Support Dattalion. The forward complex wes '

rosupplied exclusivoly by Axmy rotary wing aircraft, lifting supplics
from the Dde Base at Bion Hoa. )

a« Supply and Transportation: 4 Forward Drigade Supply Operations M
Center (BSOC) was ostablished in the Bde Dase position. Represcntetives
' fronm cach unit engaged in the operation were located at the BSOC to -
= - a0t on resupply requests end to asszist in preparation of supplies for
| delivory. During this operation tho BS0C roccived 442 tons of suprlies
fron Dien Hoa by 99 E~47 sorties. Ddle units not accessible by rowm
reoeived approxinetely 1320 tons of supplies by HU-1 holicopters
! Approxinmately 80 tons of ell classes of supplies wore required deily
) to sustain the Bdo Task Force.
Brigede Infentry Dattalions moved to end froo the operationel arca | .;
ty helicopter while the romainder of Bde elements moved ty motor convoye
No administrative problens were encountarod during the operation. g

, | b. Maintenancet Comperny D (Maint), 173d Support Battalion operatod ©
1 nechanical, signal end armancnt naintenance facilities at the Forward
. Bde BDase Position. During Operation "CKIMP" the following work was

acconuplighedt
. . ' CHANIC.: SIGNLL ARM/.MENT
. Jobs Recoived - 3 20 2
1 Jobs Completed - 3 14 2
L ' Jobs Evacuated ~ 0 6 0

6. Medical: Conpamy D (Mcdicel), 173d Sujport Battalion operated the
SOP Forward Clearing Station vicinity Position KING during Operation "CRDMP".
The 57th Modical Detechment (Helicopter iubulence) provided standdby medevas
covom?e. During the operation the Forward Clearing Station handled Sorty-
seven {47) persomnel et sick call. All of these persomnel waore treated end .
returned to duty. Graves Registretion Teams fron the 624th QM Coopany (DS)
supported the Dde both at Dien Hoa and in the operational arca.

When required because of severity of wounds personnel wore evacuated
diroct to tho 3rd Mobile Army Surgical Hospital (MASH) or the 93d Evacuation
Hospital in tho Dion Hoa area. Wourded personnel coning into the Forward
Bdo Clearing Station were treated as nocessary and then evaouated to tho
Dien Hoa arca or returned to dutye.. :

16
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4. Commumnications: The prinary neens of ccammications to subordinate
wnits during Operation "CRIMP" was FM redio utilizing en airbome radio
relay to extend transnission range when heccssary. Wire was installed to
all units in the Dde Dase Position and was used within the separate Bn
bese positions. Radio reley systons were established and maintained which
gave switch to switch and TOC to TOC telephone commmications between

»

e

end Drigade Forwerd and 3d Brigade, lst Division. Scoure teletyne was
provided to the lst Inf Div with radio HF providing back-up secuxeo teletype
to 1st Inf Div and radio S8 providing baock-up to 173d Drigade Rear.

7. COMAUNDER'S INLIYSIS: The 1732 Lbn Bde {Sep) Operetion "CRIME" was one
of the nost successful ever conducted in I¥N. ALlthough the nurher of VC
killed has been surpassed on other operations, and the amount of weapons

and material capturod has been.'surpassed on othor operations, the combined
effects of VC killed or captured, weapons and material captured, installatiohs
destroyed and intelligence data gathered nake "CRIMP" one of the Dde's nost .
successful. The pripary nission of the operation was to smash tho :
Politico-Military headquaerters of tho VC lilitaxy Rogion Number 4. This .
nission was acconplished in an outstending menner. Throughout the U
operation the Drigade oontinued to effectively exercise its threc most :
ioportent oapabilities of Civio Lction, Intclligence Gathering and

Tactical Operations.

ae Civic Action: In the objective exrca the BDdo wrcountercd large
nunbers of civilians who obvicusly had been controlled by the VC for years. :
Due to this condition, tho decision was cade to evacuate the population )
to a seoure ‘location where thcy could not interfere with or betray the :
Dde's militdry operations.

Over 2,000 refugees were evacuated fron tho operations ercse 411
of tho refugees wore processed through the 1724 MI Detechzent as
suspeots. A Drigade medic trcated over 200 refugees during cotention
at the 1724 MI Dotachment. After processing and questicning, the
rofugees wore cvacuatod to Trung Lap and turned over to a Civil 4ffairs
tean working with the 34 Drigade, lst Inf Dive This tean consistiig of 4
officers end 2 EM arrived in tho arca 11 Jenuary 1966. A 3 doy supply
of MEDCAP supplios was given to the Civil Affairs tean to enable thea
to initieto a MEDCAP progran. On 13 January 29 cattle and buffaloes
were horded from the 2d Dattalion TAOR to Trung lap end turned over !
to tho Civil Affairs teams The policy with respect to refugees, thoix, :
belongings, and livestook was not cloar end vacilated fron one extrcae
to the other. Anothcr problen cnocuntered in dealing with refugeos was
that while the operations arca was in Dinh Ducng provinoce the rofugces
were evauceted to Hau Nhia province. The province boundary was 400 neters
north of the refugee collecting point in Trung Lap. Some difficulty was
encountered when the Hau Nhia province USOM and Netional Police officials had
regorvations about thoir responeibility to handle refugees from Binh Duong
province. This prodlen was resclved and the .rofugees were cared for.
Ndcessaxry food for the refugecs was provided fron captured VC grain caches
and goods provided ty the Srigade. The USOM food .goods arrived on 12
Ja.n\nxy 1966,

During tho opera.tion, over 26,000 pounds of rico, 25 bnga of .fe:tilizor,

18 bags of peanuts, assorted other foodstuffs, a quantity of farz inmpleoents,

rubben tubing and 6 bicyoles, were recovered from VC caches by Brigade wnits

.and tumed over to the Civil Affairs tean for distridbution to refugecs

and neody fanilios.

Four Psy Wer nissions were flown during Operation "CRIMP". 250,000
Chieu Hol leaflots were dropped on 3 nissions, and an appc&l to VC in the
tunnels and bunkers was broadout on one nisaion. e
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SUDJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (MiCV/RCS/J3/32)

Y. Intalligence: During this operation a wealth of intelligence
dats was gathored. Nearly 7,500 docurents containing over 100,000 pages
were ocaptured which rcvealed nany of the VC'e plens, his orgenization
end his t activities, Many of tho docunents, such as letters and
diaries (etc), rcveal tho inner feclings of the individual VC toward the
alliod forges and the war in general (see Inclosure 4). 4lso among the
docunonts were rostors of various sections and lists of Cormunist Party
necbors which will help to neke the destruction of the Military Region
4 hoadquartors complete.

0+ Taotical Operationst: The taoctical oclements of the Lde did an
outstanding job during this operation. Ground and air mobility wes used
very offoctively to keep the VC off balanco. The ground ferces found,
fixod and gystematically dostroyed the objective, thus causing the eecy

untold danmage by destroying one of his most secure base arcas in Vietnan.

The results o: Opera.tion "CRIMP" were as follows:
(1) U.S. Poroea:

KA ~ Fxfteen (15)
WIA - Seventy-Two (72)
MIA - None

EQIP IOST - Nonc

(2) Australian Forcest

KIL - Eight (8)
WIA - Thirty (30)
MIA - None

EQUI? IOST - None

(3) Now Zealand Forcess
KTA = None
WI4 - None
MILA - None
EQIP 10X - None
(4) Vict Cong Forces:

KIA - Confirnmed - 128
2ossible = 190

VCC - 1
SUSPECTS ~ 509
REFUGEES - 1031
RALLIERS ~ 1
TOILL - 1950
(5) Weapons:
1 Czoch 7.92 LG XKB30 2 US Enfield M1917
1 US DLR 2 US N-1 Carbines
1 US 57Tzm RR 2 Chicon AR 47
1 French 7.5 LMG 19 2 Hone-nade. caxrbines
4 Russian Model 1891/30 2 Chicon K50 SIG
. 4 US M-1 Rifloes 4 Chicon 12,7mm AAMNG
13 Gorman Mauscr M-K 2 60 Mortars

6 Frenoh MAS 36 Rifles 3 US -3 85

3 US cal 45 Thoopson SMG 1 Heme-nnde shotgun
4 French MIT 49 SIG 1 US M-2 Caxbine
31 Chicon M44 Carbines 1 US M-1903 Rifle

18
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amm. Conbat Operations After Action Hepoit (macv/ncs/.ra/sz)
(6) Lonitions
22,543 rounds of assorted small arus a.nmmit:.on
300 grenedes -
10 riflc gronades =
5 Recoiless Rifle rounds
51 portar rounds
1 - 1050n round k '
(7) Docunants: 7,488 - over 100,000 Lages
(8). Comunications: 3 altercd transistor radios, 2 ficld telephones
(9) Trensportations 9 Sampens, 8 bicyoles
(10) Modical: 760 medical items ,
(11) Poodstuffs: 57 toms of rice, 60 pounds of selt

(12) Mascellanecous:

T

151 pounds of clothing 12 B4R pegazines
Miscellencous packs 1 50 oal tripod
Miscelleneous gns noasks 2800 pounds of fertilssor
3 accessoxry kits for 12:Tm 1,300 pounds of poaru's

1 helmet liner 1 gasoline engine
1 duplicating machine 2 dynarotors
4 typowriters 1 tape rocorder

1 tolesoope
8., CONCLUSIONS AND LESSONS LELRNED:
8. General:

(1) The Politico-Military Headquarters of VC Military Region 4
was destroyed vith meny VC killed or ocapturcd, many weapens, tuch equipnent
angl valuablo intelligence information capturod.

(2) The civilian population of the arce was thorcushly indoctrinatoed
by tho VC and it will requiro rmuch civic action anl psychological warfare
effort to swing thon to tho side of the allios.

(3) The entrances to tunnels in the A0 were generelly very well
canouflaged and could cnly be discovcred by probing.

(4) Tho price of entxy into an operational area is often costly.
We should bo properod to stay wmtil the job is finishod.

be. Movenent:

(1) The notor convoy moving £roo Dao Trai to Position KING was
roquired to stop and wait for complotion of tho B-52 strike. Those strikes
mst be cut off on schedule to a.void e doley to tho remainder of the
soquence of evonts. '

. (2) 4iroraft moving through the Dde 40 received ground fire on
nunorous occasions. Howover, as & rosult of immediate and violernt

retalitoxy fimos in all cases, tho oocurance of grownd fire lessened with
oach day of the operntion,.
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(3) Llandings in ecsh of the three battelion areas were cozpleted
pore rapidly than ever before. This was nade possible by the fact that the
elements landed in a staggered trail which permitted quicker "sitting" en
quick oxiting of the troops. ) o

(4) This vas the first operation vhere the Drigado Forwerd
Support Dase was ostablished in an area not adjacent to an air strip.

- Resupply was conducted vory sucocssfully with exclusive use of rotaxy - -

wingod airoraft.
os Taotics:

(1) The long motal rod which is part of the 105mm howitizer
anmnition box was found to be & useful prude in bunkers and tunnels.

(2) Instances of receiving friendly mortar fire fron the adjacent -
Dde were experiomced by 1/503d Inf. The necd for & control fire coordination -
omter established at division appears to be necessaxy whenover two or more |
brigedes are employed adjacent to each other. Such a center is 1
particularly needed when supporting artillery is fired from numerous : ..
loocation into the 40 of each Ddo.

(3) There were continual interruptions of the cconunications of
sono battalions and the Drigade Comrmand Net by other stations using the
same frequency. This is intolerable for efficient operations and must
te corrected by the allocation of frequencies fron the standpoint of
goographical locatione ’

e s -

e

(4) The Lmor/Infantry tactics enployed by E/17 Cavalry and
IWIH in the vicinity of the Dde Dase and by D/16 Armor with 1/503d end

2/503d were extronely succossiul. Continued use of those tactics will
be offected when terrain pommits. S

(5) When e ground follow-up to a D-52 strike is planned, the
tine of ordnance delivery should bo greatly comprossede The prousnt
tine span of delivexry and long pausos between flights enables the enay
to oove out of the arca or to get into deep holes aftor the initial dxope.
Whon & zround force follows a B-52 strike, the nnss delivery of CDU's with
an inmeldate follow-up airmobile assault in the proxinity of the strike i
would achieve the optimun surprise end highest probability of success. 5

. '
- Qxeniua_l ] "

. commtaT e

(1) Tear gas, smoke and flame wore used to good advantage’ during -
this operation to ferret the VC from their tumiels and to deny futuro use
of then.

(2) Tho use of HC smoko should be linited in tunnels which are to .
bo searched unless personnel are equipped with oxygen nasks. The amoke will'
quickly "drive out" all the oxygen in the tunnels.

(3) Porsonnel searching tunnels should work in teams of two (2)

Or nore nene 2 O
(4) Somo sort of conmmications botweon searchers ani porsonpol

above ground aust be neintained, Lilso a systen to moasure the depth and
length of tunnols should be daveloped (Soe paragraph 4, c)e

(5) In sone of the moro elsborate tunnel systens, it was discovered
;.'::I ﬁ traps had boen constructed (Sce Inclosure "5. Throe f{ypes discoversd
. )
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SUDJECTs Coobat Operations After Lotion Report (MACV/RCS/J3/32)
(2) Wator lock (flooded section of tunnel)
(b) Trap doors.

(¢) Digging the tunnel in a zig-zeg or rising end lowering
oourseé to slow down novenent of gase

(6) Suggestod mothod of clearing, searching and destroying/
oontaninating tunnelss

(e) To olear eneiy troops out of tho tumnels, the MTA3
CS grenade blown into the tunnol with tho "Mity Mite" is rocorcendeds Ono
or two grenades should Ve adequate for most systems, end should not create
a serious oxygen deficient atmoszhore. The "Mity Mite" can be used then
t0 blow sone of the CS out of the tumnel so it cen bo searched.

(v) The tunnel can then be searched es fer as tho first trap |
door or air lock. If trap doors or airlock is discovered, it can be )
renoved and the "Mityy Mito" can be used to blow tho CS which still lingers,
furthor into the tunnel cooplex.

(o) Vhen a main tunnel of a conplex is located, & demolition i
charge sot off in it, nay unseat eny additional trap doors or air locks,
enabling further ﬂuahing end searchinge.

(a) After tunnols arc scerched, tney should be destroyed
vith demolitions and/or contaminated with CS-1 (powder). Onc offective
way of doing this without contaninating persomnel is to place & 6 or 8
pownd veg; of CS-1 on & strand of detonating cord between cratering charges
ingile the tuunel. In one instance whore this was done, CS-1 was forced
approximately 200 meters througch & tunnel, and rosulied in the tunnel areae
between oratering charges being thoroughly contaninated and scalod.

(e) W¥hon tipe is linited, CS grenades (MJA3) blown into
tunnel with "Mity Mite™ will contaminate tunnel for one woek or orc.

(£) M543 CS grenades (bascball type) can be used to
oontaninate small tunnels, bunkers end spider holes. If theso arcas are
sealed tho oontanination should last indefinitely.

d. Civic &otion: The policy with respeot to refugecs, their
belongings, and livestook was not olear and vacilatod from one extreze to
the othexr, A fimm policy must be established prior to tho beginning of

an operation.
@i. (A

¥R THE COMILNDER 3

24 14, AGC
Asst AQY Gen
Distridbution:
2 - MiC J34
Y l 8 m \72
1l - MACT

1 - CINCTSLRPLC, ZMTN:s GPOP-MH
1l - CG, USARV, [ITN: Historical Division
4 - CG, lst Infantxy Diviaion
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TUNNEL CONSTRUCTION DETAILS

- L d

" ~Ae Water Locks

7 T T

Towd gL

izl

D. Trapdooxr Construction.

/5" s sy 0
'f-)\}@ <4 WIRE LecPsS on) Some
\{:/C" t‘?/’ TRAPDOORS
~ —

< .
/ /, &—— FEAME OF Woob oi .
Y/ Corc QETE SETIN (sRounD

Note: In some insiances, trapdoors were coverod with a thin layer of
dirt and were located by probing with a bayonet. Une trapdoor vas
booby=-trapped with a grenade.

o el

® LRy,

C. Other baffle systaus which impeded the flow of gas or smoke. !

TRAP -
AN =t
RisE o _‘::i
FALL oF
ToanNE L o ———e
ZI6-~ZTA 6~ ~EVEL | RAP DooR
To VPPER.
"OR LOWER
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Large Sign at Villego Entrencos

"Who causes tho soene that bumms houses, makes the
sufforing, slaughtor to our population. That is
Anmoxrios onemy, and puprets, we swear that wo don't
live with then in the sane place. Though we are
in nisery, wo will unito together. Determine to
clear out the resented wo will drive out the
inporialist until our population, and oountry are
peaceful for ever and after".

. Diaxy = 11 January 19653

Have spent four days in tunnel. 4bout 8 to 9 thousand Anericza

soldiers wero in for & swecp-operation. The attack wes fiexrce, in the

last fow days. A number of undergrownd tunnels collapsed. Some (of
our men) were caught in them and have not been able to get out yet.

It is not known what have become of sisters Bi, BiY, HONG HAN and
TAN HO in these tunnels. In their attempt to provide seocurity for
the agency TAM and U were killed. Theixr bodies, left unattended and.
doteriorated, have not boen dburied yet. In the afternoon, one of our;
villago unit nombers txying to stay olose to the encmy for reoonnaiss—
ance was ldlled end his body has not been rocovered.

.
¢

Fiftoen ninutes ago, enemy Jjots drorped bombs: houses collapsed
and troos fell. I was talking when a rocket exploded 2 meters away
and bdocbs prured down like a torrent.

We ghould fight then, we should annihilate then, you (US soldiers)
will have no wWey Outesevcese

It is always daxk before sunriso. Aftcer cold days, warn days
will COmOesssessoce

The nmost tiresone nonant is whon one toves up & hille Une st

riso up disregarding death and hardships, deternined to defeat the
dnoriocan agpressors.

Ohf What hard days, one has to stey in tumnel, eat cold rice with
salt, drink unboiled water! However, cno is froe and feols at case.

This is tho last entxy, datod 1445 houra, 1l Januaxy 1966, of
TRLN DiNG's diaxy.

Docunent was ocaptured the day following the entxy.
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HZADQUARTERS 3D BRIGADE
lst Infantry Divisien
APO US Force:» 96345
AVID-\B-C ‘ 15 February 1966

SUBJECT: Combat Opsrations After Actlon Repert (MACV/RCS/J3/32)

" THRUs Commanding General 1st Infartry Division ATIN: G3 APQ US.Farces 96345
0 Commander

o
IS Military Assistande domﬁ!zt} vistnan
ATTH: 0321
APO US Ferces 96243 :

- 1 o
»

1, NaMg aND TYPS OF OPITION: Operation CRIMP ~ Search and Destroy,
2, DATES OF OP:RATIQN: 970700 January 1966 ~ 120630 January 1966,

3, ‘4CATION: HAU NGHIa Province and CU CHI District XT5820 ~ XT672% ~
X76529 ~ X15928 (Overlay attached - Appendix I).

“. ke COWLND HIADWANTZRS: Headquarters, 3d Brigade, i3t Infantry Divisis,

f " 5. UNIT COMNDIRS: A,
e . Colonel william D Brodbeck, CO 3d Brigade
to o 14 Col Geerge M Shufler Jr, CO 2/2 Infartry
Coo - 14 ol williem S Lober Jr, €O 1/16 Infantry

It Cel Rcbert Haldane, €O 1/28 Infantry - -

-~ o~ - Lb Col George S Eyster, CO 2/28 Infantry

st B Lt Cel Frank R Tims, €O 2/33 artillery

1S - ¥ ’ -
[ 64 'TASK ORGAMIZATION: -,

- Headquarters 3d Brigade - . - N It
oo 2f2 Infantry
weem v 16 Infantry
1/28 Infantry SRR - ‘.
... .. 228 Infentry _
Treop A Y/4 Cav
Jio. @33 artillery 2ns)

- g - -
y

{
t
Sl 232 artillexry (-) (GSR)
~. .. .86 artillery {GSR) i
C. % % C Company lst Engr Battalien
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AVID-iB=C 15 February 1966
SUBJCTs Cexbat Operations After action Report (MACV/RCS/J3/32)

7. SUPPORTING FORCIS
& 2/33 Artillery,
(1) Size of force,

S (a) Forward area (TRUNG LiP): 2 six gun 1053% Batteries
and Hqs 2/B3 Arty, Hqs and C Battery (6" Howitzer SP) 2/32 irty exd C Bury
(15his Howitzer tewed), 8/6 Arty general support reinforcing oo 2/33 arty,

(b) Rear area (LAI KHE): Hqs Btry (-) and 5 Btry 2/33
Arty, D Btry (8" Howitzer SP) 8/6 Arty and B Btry (175M{ Gun SP) general
support reinforeing of both forward and rear areas,

(2) How and When Employed,

(a) 2/33 Arty departed Lal KHE by metor convoy on 070327
January 1966 aleag Hwy 13 to:a forward stagin- area vie DI AN, (n the ma:ming
of 8 January 1966 the battalion cortinued ove. Hwy 1 to vic CJ CHI (XTAL2139)
where, with the coubined firepowsr of 2/33 Arty, C Btry 8/6 arty end C Eu
2/32 Arty an artillery preparation was fired on lancing zone JACK, Cozmti.. =
artillery suppord wan provided by displacing in exhelon te vic TRLG LiP
RANGER OurP (XTS9N216) from where the remainder of Opsration CRUP wes sui...uwid,

(b) During Operation CRDMP the battalicn fired 1619 105:2f
Hewltzer rounds; 591 155141 Hewltzer rounds, 345 eight inch HewZizer rownds,

. (3) Results ef Fire: The battalions fire suppori was again
cutstanding, and was responsible fer the destruction of 1 coacrete bunker, 54
houses, one sampan (moving in “se river), Fire was effectively placed en
known and suspected VC locations, Fire support was continucus througheut
the oparation.; T 3 . .

¥, Alr Ferce, Dluring Operstion CiL«P, one huadred eight (108) close
air support sorties were flown in support of the 34 Brigade Tesk Force, Dun-
ing the 7 days preceeding the airmecbile assault 118 preplenned sorties were
flown ints.the area egalast known AA pesitions and various burker end treach
systems visible from the air or located by aerdial phote, C-130 and =123

. aircraft were used to .pvsitien 1/28 Inf in PHU IOI en 7 January 1966; and

C-123 flights were used pricr to and during the problen to propositicn ammu-
nitiocn a‘t IAI kHE, for use during Operation CRIMP and subsequently Cieration.
BUCKSKIN, : o -

' b Sorb.ies

. A Jan 66
2 Jan 66 30 Sorties .
c . 3.Jan 66, 19 Sortiss
; 4 Jan &5 27 Sertdes ) '
2 Jan 22 18 Serties o S
Jan ___J,,g Serties
TOTAL Sorties (Total preplanned sorties)




AVID-\{B-C February 1966
SUBJSCTs Combat Operation After Action Repert (mcv/aw/ds/sz)

7 Jan 66 13 Sorties

8 Jan 66 25 Serties

9 Jan 6A 4O Sorties
1) Jan 66 21 Serties

1 Jan 66  __9 Sertdes

TOTAL . ¥308 Sorties (Total CiS Sorties prior to termina-

tirn at 120A30 January 1968)
8, INTELLIGENCI:

‘ a, At the start nf Operatinn CilllP the strength of VC foreas in

. the area was estimated tn be 2509, ZElements were believed to be 2d En 155

: A Regt (strength 600), K17 Bn (strength 300), X18 Bn (strength 250), C 3
Bn (strength 300), C 306 Bn éstrength 30n), C 32 Bn heavy weapens co*pany

' _ zctrength 120; Quyet Thang (187) Bn (strength 207) and the C 506 Ba
strength 500). . Informetimn regarding VC tactics indicatod that they would

not mass in torce to resist tiiwo advence of a two (2) Brigade Task Force, The
open terrain did mt lend itself to massing a large nurber of traops. rarly
detection plus vulnerability to friendly air and artillery suporiority we-o
primary factors, It was therersxa anticipated that the VO would resort s
harrassing emall arms and mortar fire and empley mines and bocby-traps es-
tensively, This proved to be their course of a ction, througheut the eperc~
tion, No units were encountered. Eil was received fronm Headguarters lst
Infantry Divisien and 'eadquarters 5th Special Forces Group prier tn the
cperation,

b, Enery lesses during the eperation were 22 KIA (BC) and 35 pes—
sible KIA, Seventy-five (75) tons of »ice were de..t*nyed or captuxed and 3790
documents were collected and forwardad Ir» evaluabien, xtensive tunnel 3ys-
tems were found, Scue had as muny as 6 tlera undergreund, liost houses had a
tunnel system leading to a trench cr fartified pos:.t.ic'x.

¢, Aerial pheto support from lisadquarters lst Inf Liv and 2d alr
Divisicn was excellent, Fhotos shewed geed ground detail and were accc.o.dzied
by thorough imagery interpretation reporis, -

d, The terrain is open with little ground vegetation, Rubber pl.uie
tations affnrded same cover frnm air ebservation, Jungle areas, shown cn the
map, are sporsoly woeded arcas, The weather was hot and humid with no rain
during the pporatirn, The major natural obstacle is the SAIGUW RIVIR running
generally rarthwest to southeast, Roadability was poor as a result of road
cuts and ether previous VC destructive activity. -

e, CI and IPW teams were erpleayed during (he operation, A total of
tourteen (14) suspects (VCS) were apprehended, interrngated and evacustedto
the CU CHI Diatrict Chief Headquarters, One (1) VC wounded was captured, -
GTLETIER

.f. A total of 5000 leaflets were dropped with THEMS:. "GVN-US alr
L AR T o 'y - .y

Power,®
c- “."\n
veud
£eat, g N g # - - - ~ ’ D -~ o - -
o) Vel a9l AR Ve € % o =y
.
wLra
LY ~ L) A g mia -~ u - ama Me L4
( O L B SR = J(,y .'3(‘“, - e i T ’
sk e I T " . 3 ¢ man s ey
s ee } . [
’ 4 T R TP .-
“ \ - _J‘n- Ve P e (et R < g
ch 2 -
4 » iy
—ve 1om ety oy, e, g e vt e
QeI @ e NI e
o ) 5 K rivoah: \ ) Sy o e X B ) S s -
[ s dae s RS BT Lt UIBINIED 48P0 o) \Teca o
% .. -, . LN e . *
PRt L R . mAamy qo«q- 2mompm oy o Fegare P
12 VA _,’-' CJ v Cay -'-\.-0 ‘ ey x\, .o vy Ll QA“ \(
oy e 5
(“av\d _‘3.\\' 0y )

- N
T T TR e

[



Tim

i

" —

ts

AVID~WB=~C 15 February 1966
SUBJECT: Chubat Operations after Action Report (MACV/RCS/J3/32)

9 5ION: Frem lst Infantry Division FRAG ORD:iR 1~-66 (Operation
CRIMP), dated 030800 January 19663

4, 3d Brigade
(1) Conduct airmebile assault to positicn forces in blocking

position on LINE PECAN between LLIS OaK and LId& PINE,

(2) Destroy ar capture VC forces attempting to escape to the
south,

(3) Attac. to the east in zone to destray VC forces and base

camps,

(4) Relisved nf requirements stated in OPLANS 4-65 and 6=65
offective D-DAY, H-LOUX,

(5) Relieved of requirements to maintain one Infantry batteli-a
o 6 hour alert effective D-UAY, H-HUWUR,

(6) Be prepared ts pertom mi-sion stated in FRAG ORDER 28~i)
on order,

10, CONCSPT OF OPmmION From 3d Brigade FRAG ORDER 3-66 (Operation -
CRI4P), dated &1500 January 1966

EX:SCUTION: i

a, Concept of Operation: 3d Bde TF conducts moter march of 2/28

: In.t, 2/33 arty (=), Troap A 1/4 Cav and Bde TaC CP on Kansas Tumpike to DI

AN on 7 January 1956 an ﬁn Interstate 70 tq vie TUNG LaP (XT5921) on 3 Jan 66,
Tanks of A Timop land tail of 1/28 Inf and Co C lst Engr Bn join motor culum .
at DI AN on 7 Jan 66, Bde conducts airmobile assault with 1/16 Inf fyom Lal
KHE and 1/28 Inf from PHU 10I te 1Z JACK .081000 Jan 66 to eccupy blocking
positions on LINs PECaN, 2/28 Inf conducts S&D in zone from LLLY QiK te LINZ
PINE, I1Z JACK will be _prepared by Artillery and CiS comoncixg 080900 Jan 66,

b, 2/2 Infs ‘ g
(1) Open Kansas Turnpike between BN CaT ma PHU cuom by
070900 Jan 66 and secure until passage cf Serial 3,
(2) 4 Troop 1/4 Cav attached for this missicn enly,

¢, 1/16 Inf: )
(1) Open Ka.nsu Turnpike between BEV CAT and' LAl sHZ by 070700
Jm 66 and secure unti) passage of Serial 3, .
; 23 Conduct airmsbile assault 08100 Jan 66 en L2 JaCK,
Secure 12 JAK R helicopter landing ef 1/28 Inf,

.
i

4
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AVID=iB~C 15 February 1966
SUBJICT: Combat Operatien After Action Report (MaCV/RCS{JI3/32)

. (4) Occupy blocking positions on LINE PuCall upon corpletion
of /28 Inf landings,
d. 1/28 Infs
(1) Landtail, escorted by A Trp 1/4 Cav, move from PHU 10I te
DI AN when Joiried by A Trp at PHU I0IL en 7 January 1966,
2) Conduct airmbile assault 08110 Jan 66 at 1Z JaCx,
3) Occupy blockisg positions on LLIS PECAN.
4) Conduct S&D in zone fram LIl CAK tq LLIS PIVI cn order,
8, 2/28 Infs ]
(1) Conduct motor march frem Lal kHe to DI all 7 January 1966
and from DI AN to TRUNG LAP on 8 January 1966,
(2) Conduct S«D in zone frem LI Oak te LINE PL,
£, Troop A 1/4 Cav:
5 “* (1) Attached tn 2/2 Inf offective 0705M January 1566 for clearanse
and security of Kansas Turnpike »etween B CAT and PHU LUXG, K
(2) Upea pzssage of Serial 3, detached frem 2/2 Inf and move
'to PHU 1OX to escort 1/28 Inf landtail te 0l All, .
(3) Crnduct mster march en Interstate 7N and houte la to “ic
TRUNG 1aP on 8 January 1966, .
" (4) Screen snuth flank of Brigade. :
8. C Co lst ingr: Jein Brirade lendtail at DI Al ea 7 Jan 63 o

‘ennduct motor m:rch on Interstate 79 and Foute 1A to vic Wil LaPon & . . ',
h, 2/33 Ariy:
(1) IS,
2) Conduct motor maich to DI AN on Karsas Tumipzie 2 7 o &8,

" (3) Conduct motor march to vic TRUG L4P on interstate 70 o

8 January 1964,
o i, Ccordinating Instracliisns:

(1) 0POiD 1-AK (Operatics BUCKSHIN) for marc'. tahles aid roubes,

(2) Upon completion of C;:retien CALY, Operation bUCASLZ. will
be exscuted, . .

© (3) 2/2 Inf will empley. A Tzp 1/4 Cav en south in road clearing

rission to facilitele coatinuation of i Trp missirs afier release frez alvech
zent, : ) ooEe

3

- (L) PHASE LINE BIXCH is icentified nX the rnp as ths tre

running south from XT639284 to 1637274 te APTRIA XT/27242 socuth allis a

stream to the intersection of the RANCH SCI at XT645232, | .

11, ECECUTION: 2/2 Inf zud 1/16 Inf were ardered to clear and sscure’
Route 13 between LAL KHS and PHU CULG in shordiratiecn with eleaints of the
5th ARVH Tafantry Divisien, E
: Cn 6 January 1956 1/16 Inf esteblished twos reini~reed plevecn iz

. pight arbush patrols at XT741345 and XT752352, These patriyis eleared vy 13
from LAL KHS %o B CAT at first Upht on 7 January 1566.

. i 7 Janwary 1956 2/2 Inf with Trp 4 1)4 Cav Ia cecrdinstion with
5th ARV Divisien elements secured Hwy 13 frem BiN CaT to 04U CUGLG, The

" 2/2 Inf Task Force departed the Bde base camp area at A7070 Jan 66, The
road was secured by 070900 Jan 66, Te facilitate entry into the objective

” area on 8 Jan 66, DI AN was selected as a staging area, The 2/28 Ing departed

L d v 5
v 3 :
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AVID-WB~C . 15 February 1966
SUBJECT: Cezbat Qporations After Actien Repert (MACV/RCS/J3/32)

LAT XHE at 070970 January 1966 for DI Al fellewed by 2/33 arty (-), Bde

TAC CP, and landtails of 1/16 Inf; these elements were joined at PHU CUONG
by the lanctail of 1/28 Inf-which was flown from PHUC VINH te PHU 1OI én

7 January 1966 by C~123 and C-130 aircraft, All Bde elerents moving by land
closed into DI AN staging area by 071530 January 1966 witheut incident.

2/2 Int returncd to the base camp area at 071445 January 1966,

* On 8 January 1966 the Bde conducted a twn tattalicn airmebile assault
into 1Z JuCk with 1/16 Inf linding at 81003 January 1966 and 1/25 Inf land-
ing &t 081028 January 1966, One of the assault helicopters was hit by VC
ground fire but made a safe landing at XT642188 with no injurie:z to crew er
personnel, One of two gunships covering the dswned aircraft also received
eneny ground fire and, fcrced down, landed safely at the same locatisn, Both
aircraft and crews were extracted without further incident., The 3d Brigade
landtail departed DI ai at 080770 Jan 66 closing vic TAUNG LAP RaliGuil CCi-
POUND at 081200 Jan 66, 2/33 Arty went into firing positions vic CU Cul and
fired artillery preparations intn IZ JaCK prior ts the assault landings.
After this the hattalion displaced batteries by echélon to vic ThUNG l4P.
The blecking position along LIds PECAN was occupled by 081200 Jan 65 and

-2/28 Inf initiated SiD tn the east at that time, searching to a pasition

300 meters-east of LLis BIACH by 081630 January 1966, . ,

On 9°January 1966 the Brigade conducted SuD with'two battaliens, 2,23
Inf on the north and 1/26 Inf an the south with 1/16 Inf blocking aleng
Ll PSCAH, The battalions covered 3000 reters, soached ths narthesouth
read extending {rrm XTA57258 tr~ XT664241, 2/2 Inf centinued its missien of
securing the base canp area vie LAI KHE, 1/16 Inf continuod ta blnck alsng
LLig PuCal sidfting the black as the SiD pregressed to tho east, 1/26 Inf
coaducted SuD to the east destraying a cache of medical supplies and twe tons
of rice at XTA4L233, three anti~aircraft positions without wespens at
XT64824) and a small hespital area at XD6L)25L~—together with soze 30 VCS,
2/28 Inf conducted S&D to the east and in the precess the battalion apprehend-
od 60 VCS and collected 253 rerugees., '
- On 10 January 1966 the 3d Brigade Task Forse econtinued with 2 battallcas
conducting 3«D in zone ana 1 battalien blocking en LLug PiCai, 2/2 Ini cone
tinuod its mission of securirg the 3d Bde base camp at Lal KHS, 1/26 Inf
continued t» bleck VC escape routes to the scuth aleng LLis PuCaN vic XT66C240Q,

.- During the day the battallen destroyed 4 bunkers, 42 houses, 7 sampans, 1C00
waler catainers, 6 tms rice and 600 meters of trenchwark, 1/28 Inf con~

ducted SuD in zene capturing 15 bales of cotten and 10 tens ef rice, Cempanies
A and B engaged an unknewn number of VC vic XT6625 for abecut 2) mizutes at
which time the VC brmke cortact, Four (4) VC (BC) were killed in this
engagement, . . }

On 11 January 1966 the 3d Brigade continued $&D missions in zcre, 2/2
Inf continiied to secure the base camp at lAL XHi, 1/16 Inf donducted SuD -
mission from XT662236 to ‘ths 3cuthwest and southeast for a distance ef abeut

» 3000 meters whils blocking far 1/28 Inf and 2/28 Inf, 34 houses and 3 sam~

pans were destroyed, 1/28 Inf conducted SiD missien sustaining 7 WIA frem
VC boeby=traps and accounted for 1 VC KIA (BC) during the day., 2/28 Ing
conducted S&D discovering a VC regional tunnel complex vie X7659251, 4 larye
number of maps, charts, chapsticks and documents were discovered in ths cum-
plex, During the day the battalion accounted for 1 KIA and 2 VC WIA, Treep

A 1/4 Cav supperted the 2 maneuver battelinns during the operatinn ard during
the day became engaged in'a fire fight vic XT645228, The Trp suffered no cas=
valties and due to airstrikes with napalm and CBU bembs a VC body count was

6
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AVID- 50 15 Feiruary 1966
SUBJZCT:  Combat Operetions 4ftep Action Repert (MaCV/2CS/J3/32)

dmpossible, At 120439 Jenuary 1966 Operatinn CRIWP was terminated ard the
3d Brigade Operation BUCKSKLI comzended,

12, RESULTS:
a, Captured EQuipment, s
200 pair Chapsticks
15 bales Cotten
5 tans rice
3500 _ Dncument s
be Destroyed Zquirment :

70 tons Rice
2 tons Salt

il it T P & P Sampans
i g AR /v Houses
ComifiyeT 33 L Ricyeles <
T . ‘ Lotor cyeles ’
000 - ) Vater Containers
e 6 Cancrete bunkers
i 2 Russian earbines
ey . & Blackboards
! 2 S -1 carbines
S 1 © Nl rifle
e T 1500 .rounds  Small arms amur;tion
AR TE- Friendly lesses: A
Lk o =D i
(e ¢ DAT3 . KIa WIA
o CrEs 7Jdan o %)
ey £ 8Jan o &
- 9 Jan 0 10 -
1“;"." g 10 Jan L 15 .
- 4 11 Jan by -8
IS TR A2 Jan 0 . 0
{ : Priar to ‘
: 0530 hrs
o n o TOTAL 6 . 45
: ’ d, Enemy lasses: '
= Vo't o : ' . ;
il DATE KIA(BE) KIa(usT) yee ys
S o . O s
: Ay 7 Jan 0o . [ 0 0
werewe S w0 8 Jan A % LA Y 0
g A L - 7~ : - v
; g 3‘: . 4 ; Moy ¢ i
' k i df
BiaTdey 23 ¢
o ! s L
. & {r _r. 5
i 3
k] ) f
ET AR > 8
[ ‘-’-".,: . o ¢ :’
T GUITS rliopera® ey easiy mp ¢ el vy



'Mmmmm; -

AVID=iB=C 15 February 1966
SUBJACDs Cembat Operations ifter action Report (MaCV/RCS/J3/32) :

DATE KIa (BC) KIA (sST) ¥e&  VCS

9 Jan 66 2 3 0 90
10 Jan 66 6 15 (WIAL b7
11 Jan 66 6 10 © 0
12 Jan 66 ® n 0 (o}

Prior te

120630 hrs

TOTAL 22 35 1 1

13, ADWINISTRATIV.E MATRAS: The Brigade S$4 planned and coerdinated the
provision of ammunition resupply by air based on estimated daily consuzptien
rates, Although the estimates were reasonably accurzte, the Brigade had a
greater amount of ammunition en hand at the conclusion of the eperatien
than at the beginning,

By 8 January 1966, thirty-two days ¢2 C-Ratiens, tweriy days of B~
dations and sufficient sundry packs had been accumulated and resupply of
these ltems was not required during the operatien, Clothing was distrivuved
from individual er battalie:= stocks when called for and lirited quantities
of bunker and barrier materials were delivered over the air line ef eorzu
cations, Two 5000 gallen tankers werc moved teo the Brigads forward biase
with the 2/33 artillery on D-DiY for the deisel and mozas requirements. (.
two accasions, the armored vehicles of the cavalry trocp received Clzss Il
resupply by air due to the difficult road ccnditions and the eaery activity,

Individual soldiers prepared an A Bag with a complete clange ef
clothing and foet gear, The & Bags were flown into the spsrationzl area on
call of the battaliens and the seiled clothing extracted to the 624 Urarter-
master Laund.y Unit at Lal KHi, Tals technique worked extremsly well in
maintainiig perscnal hygiene,

Company C, lst ingineer B-ttalion eperated a weter point at XT596220
and purified 10,000 gallons of water during the operation,

A8 2 reeult of l_grev:!.c»us experience, a determinatlen was made thal
vwhen flying time from t Bri»ade bagse to the operational area dees not ex-
ceed thirty minuies, one wey, the logisticzal base should not be established
%:I tgﬂ:. forward area, In this eperation the legistical base remained at

o L Y .

The ameunt of teuccge and equipment in the Brigade CP area was in-
creased subsequent to D-paY and ten lifts of UHID helicopters wers requirsd
to extract this additional equipment at the conclusion ef Operaticn CHI}P,

Lie N/Ae
15, COMwNDSHS AWALYSISs

Zach aperation enhances the Bri.gade'n ability to effectively
defeat the Viet Cong, ilcwever, enly by alert observatien cun we discover
new military techniques in these operationa. Some of the lessens lesarmned
in Operetion CuLP are: . .
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SUBJECT: Combat Operatiais after Action Roport (lwCV/RCS/U3/32)

a. A.J.‘fectz, of B-52 strikes were difficul? to assess, Trench notn'or::c
re ‘Péuid undamaged within ‘k5 yards of craturs,

be ©S rist control agent was used without much success, Tunnels
were baffled by the VC to prevent effective use of (S. Positive results’
were obtained when men went into tunnels, )

o, Operations in unfamiliar areas, such as these, ternd to preve
) that instead of sweeping & zone, a patrol base with patrols tq find the snexy
. and their positions and equipuent would be much rore effective,

January 1966 forced units to skim over areas that might have yielded VC,
weapons or equipment, It was not until 11 January 1966, when a battalion
base camp was established and methodical searching was initiated, that
qQuantities of weapons, V4 and documents were uncovered, Operations should
be phased to exploit the oppertunities uncovered during search as opprsed
to a time/date phasing,

o, The AIC's and tanks of the Cavalry Troop proved very elfec...
in the area of eoperation, During tanks-infaniry sweeps thesuppressive Iio.
of the tanks and APC's reduced the danger of sniper fire, In many c2ses the
armered vehiclis datcnated AP mines that would have caused casualties aceng
the Infantry.

‘ d, The rapid search and destroy operation during the period 8 — 18

£, The APC's were used effectively on a nwher of occasions to
evacuate wounded personnsl to safe areas where Dustofs medical evacuation
could be accomplished,

8. aerial resupply was -corducted throughout the perisd of the . -
operation utilizing UH-1 aircraft, with 9 lifts per day (appraximate tonnage
13,000 lbs per day). Each battalion should be allocated at lsast 1 Uil
aircraft daily fer resupply all day and two additional UH-l aircraft freca
1530 = 1930 hours, When given less than this the resupply is tos time con-
suning and delays gperations in the mornings and becouss extrewely hazardous

- if contimued after dark,

In Operation CAIMP the units ef the Brigade again proved that they
measure up to every task, Instead of the fast, vislent action »f 5iU BAXG,
CHON THANH and the iiA MOT battles, Operation CnIlP was a corbinucus grind--
ing push against tuanmnels, bunkers and trenches filled with small size VC
units, A'different cnzbat technique is required when a man goes inte a
tunnel after a VC, or against a single siiper that cannot be seen. Hawever,
the same &bount of courage is requirad in this type of fightinz, In every
i.nst.ancg the men and the units of the Brigade measured up to the test,

L P Lk )

-
v - Rt W

>

s N o G e Tt 3 - \:)(w~ 3 -~ L L «

o4
“
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. SUBJCTs  Combat Opereticms After Actlon Report (MACV/RCS/J3/32)

The magnificent esprit of all members af the coxzand and the
cooperetive spirit of all the attached and Supporting units has resulted
in another outstanding performance by this Brigade Task Force in the spirit
of the Big Red (ne: "o mission to difficult —

No sacrifice tro great ~
Dty first v ‘ "
s&%\dﬂ D BRODBCX .
: Colenel, Infantry
Commanding
Coples Furnished; .
v 32 .
MaCT -

Commander 2d Air Div .
Comianding General st Int Div

i 2 S e
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AVID-~ \(B-C 3 lizrch 1956
SUBJICT: Cuubat Operaticns’ aftor acticn Rspert (1LCV/iCS/ J3/32)

THRU: Cusnnding Genercl
1st Infantry Division
ATTI‘Q GB
«PO US° Forcoa 96345

70: Cuiander

B idlitery .ssistency Ccumond Vistnon
' . olTd: J321

C AP0 US Furcus 962&3_

i X kil _gg TYP.-.: COF OP.r,TIGi: Opuration BUCKSILI - ‘Seerch aad Duatroy
and escurity fur 2d Briguds, 25th Infantry Divisiun,

2/ Dil3B OF WPaLITON: 120630 Jenuary 1966 - 311600 Jenuery 1966,

. N3, mcn'rm:- HiuU. WGITn vaince CU CHI District XT5625 tu XT6725 to
XT712 to XT6512 to AT5617 tu X75625, See appendix 1 (Overlay).
e, L£O:1uilD H3.DU,RTS: Hozdquarters 3d Brigade lst Infantry Divisica,

5, UWIT ‘COuuwitDitS -

Colunul illien D Bmd’oock, CO 3d Brigade .

It Col Guurge i. Shuffer Jr, CO 2d-Bottzlicn 2d Infantry

Lt Col Villian S Icber Jr, CO lst Battalicn 16th Iafontry .

- Lt Cul Rubert Haldane, -CO lst Botialion 28th Infentry

It Col Kyle J Bowle, CO 2d Batbalion 28th Infantry (13 = 31 Jenuary 1966
Lt Col George S yatur, CO 2d Bottalicn 28th Infentry (12 Janusry 196%)
Lt Cul Frank i Tius, CO 2d Battalicn 33d .rtillery

- 6. I;éh OxIG.uIIL..TIOuI H

Headquarters’ 3Q Brigadu
2d Battalivn 2d Infantry
lst Battelicn 16th Infentry |
. 1st Battaldcn 28th Infantry R I
.+ '2d Battalicn 28th Infantry . AR T A T
< Troop a lat. Squadren 4th Cavilry . o 9 .
2d Battziion 33d artillory S .
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AVID-WB-C 3 licrch 1966
SUBJECT: (Ccubat Operaticns after actiun deport (iu.CV/RCS/J3/32)

2d Bettelion 32d .rtillery (=) (GSit)
8th Battalion 6th artillery (GSit)
C Ccupany lst ingineer Battclion

7. SUPPOUTLIG FGiCiS:

a, 2d Battalicn 33d ..rtillery,

(1) Size of Force.

(a) Ferward area (TWUNG LuP - CU CHI): 2 six gun 1O5pn
batteries and Headquarters 2/33 .rtillery; licadquarters Bottery and € Battery

(8" Howitzer SP)e 2d Battalicn 32 .rtillery with € Battery (155t Howitzer towed);
8th Battalin 6th artillery sttached (GSi).

(b) Rear area (L.I KHi): Hecdquarters Bettery (-) 2d Bat-
talion 33d artillery; B Battery 2d Battalicn 33d wrtillery; D Bottery (8" How

itzor SP), 8th Battaliin 6th .rtillery and B Battery (175u. gun SP)  2d Bat—
talicn 32(1 nrtlllery (GSAI).

(2) How and when Baployed:

(a) «Ff the start of Operaticn BUCKSKIM the 2d Batteldicn
33d .rtillery wes depleyed at TiUG LuP in suppert of the 3d Brigade Task
Furce, On 24 January 1966 the battalicn began displacing to vie CU CHI to
assist in sccuring this arca for the 2d Brigade 25th Infantry bivision,

(b) During Opercticn BUCKSKI the battalicn fired 6,268

105 howitzer rnunds, 1,115 1551 howitz‘.r rounds and.-959 eight inch howitzer
rounds.

(3) Results of Fire: ineuy losses due te the wxeellent fires of
the bc.ttallun were 22 K. (body ccunt) and a possible 72 KI. plus nunercous
dbuildings destrcyed, Fire support wes conmtinuous throughcut the operation and

was effectively ploced on known and suspected enerny lceaticns nccount.ing for
the eneny KIn's nenticned above,

b, air Force: During Operatiun BUCKSKIN the air Foree flew two
hundred eighty vight (288) cluse air support scrtivs in support of the 3d Brigade
Task Force, GC=47 flare ships were used on two nights (13-14 January) to assist
the 3d Brigade Task Force during night perincter defence, The C-47 "Puff was
used on the night of 14~15 January 1966 in cluse support of the Brigade and its
fires were very effective in suppressing eneny mortar fire, C-123 flights were

used prior to and during Operation BUCKSKIJN tu prepesition azywniticn at Lal
KHS, ;

12 January 1966 3 surties
13 January 1966 25 scrtics
1, January 1966 15 sorties
15 January 1966 12 sorties
16 January 1966 10 serties

Fl
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oVID-\/B-C 3 iorch 1966
SUBJCT: Coubot Opurcticns aftur aetien lsport (iiCV/RC5/J3/32)

17 January 1966 8 sortius
18 January 1966 71 scrtics
19 January 1966 : 40 sorties
20 Janwary 1966 1 sorties
2 Jenuary 1966 TEr

22 January 1966 75T

23 January 1966 TEr

2l, January 1966 1, sorties
25 Jaauary 1966 24, sorties
26 January 1966 17 scrtius
27 January 1966 9 sortius
28 January 1966 : 4 sortius
29 January 1966 © 7 sorties
30 January 1966 , 9 surties
31 January 1966 - _6 scrties

288 (Total CiS sortics flown durisg
Operatiun DUCKSKII)

Unless the wir Foree places thu FaC velicle and rodius clese te the
3d Brigade .viaticn Sectivn (Fwd), who has a direct line tc the artillery, it
is difficult for the sortiuvs tu know when it is safe to ccuw into an area,

«» Bans ehpuld be found whereby the FuC con tall directly with suppc*tu:o
artillsry units to.ccordinate airstrikes and nrtiunry firg, -. .
8, - ILJTL.LLIG..NC' '.- - .. 2,008
— 5 e 0 e

a, istinmate of VO nrength- Infunuction recvived pricr tou the inde
tiation of the eperaticn 1 inaiccted that an vstlinted 2,500 VC were in the
opercticnal.erva.  The VO urder of bettle eppeared to be the 2d En 165. iegi=
Iéznta K7, Ks, 6303. €306, C506 and IB7 rattaliuns, and the C32 Heavy ieapens

UPANY ¢

b. Source Q Intelliponce &(.cuived Pricr tc the Operation: The
prinary swurcs ¢f pru~cpercticn intelligence was Headquarturs 1st Infontry DL
siun, The 5th Specicl Furcus Greup (wirberne) cnd the G2 adviscrs of III Cerp
and 5th .Vl Division dlsc respunded to cur request for intelligences inforazticn.
Photo cuvurage ruceived through lst Iafantry Divisicn frem 2d .ir Divisiin wes
outstanding, The photes wore recuived on a timely basis and were accunzanicd

Vie
=5
z

" by detailed imagery dnterpretuticn reports,

¢, Situaticn snticipated in Chjeetive irea prior to-Opsraticn:
The Brigade Colizander ccnsidercd soveral enely courses uf octicn., hHe believed
that the VC would adapt a ecurse of action te use nines and bucby traps exten-
aively tu delyy and dishvarten the Brigede nanvuver elenments in their attack,
to harass with suall arus and wortar fire, and to employ sumcll probing potrols,
It was écnsidered likely also that the VC would elect tou defund any eritical
base coups or ‘installatiuns in the area, ond reports indicctod these were

* 'présent, The .Brigade, Cownndor deeided that the VC wuld nut. choose tu engege

mJor unit- due tc the size US force being emplayed.

Te e el W
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SUBJSCT: Cumbat Opercticn ifter nction Repert (H4.CV/RCS/J3/32)

d, Situsticn Snecuntered Durdng the Opercticn: The VC did nct pre-
ssnt a lucrative target at any tiie. « fontastic colplex of tunels wes loctted
and destriyed without major cppesiticn, It is cbvicus that cther tunnels, nct
located by the 3d Brigade, alsu exist. Horrassuent wes cntinucus throughout
the vperatiun but the harmassing eleuents ccntinucusly avoided brigade elenents,
VC atrongth 1s estiuated to hove been nou uore then loenl guerrilles and © fow
hard-cure cadreuer, One hundred furty eight servico reccrds of the D308 Coupony
were captured but there is no vvidunce that the unit was enc.untured in the
cpercticn, One VC captured by the lst Battalion 28th Infontry was identified ns
8 uauber of the CLO Cuupany.

e, Terrcin Fectures, (bstacles and ifeather: The terrain in the arel
is open with little ground vegetatiun excopt in the FILHOL Ruwbbur Plintaticn
vhich affurds scme cunecealiwnt frum air observation, areas sicwn wn the nzp as
jungle are sparsely wecoded areas, The weather was het and hwild with nc ==ix
during the operatiun, The rajur natural obstucle is the S.IGOH iIVaR running in
a northwuat tu scutheest direeticn, Ruadability wes pucr as ¢ rusult of road
cuts and other previcus VO destructive activity, Red haze eulssicns lcecticns
changed fruw the scuthwest to the nertheast side of the S.IGGI Vi, It is bee
leved that tunnel systens pussibly pass under the river since ccnsvant surveil-
lance uf the river did not detect river ercssings un the surface,

£,  Psychologicel sarfaras . totel of 170,000 leaflsts wers olir

drupped. during the opercticn, themes were: (1) Defeat by Puweriul nllied and
atVil, (2) GVil=US ..ir Power, (3) are these your Friends or ineudss, (4) WJe are
_Friends of the Fedplo, Victury fur the GVl is Inevitable, and (5) Dwntt Shect
at Dustoff Chopper'a, ¥

On 26 Jonuary 1906 a rallier tyrnid hiiiself inte the Brigade ernd
he willingly tapud & wmessigs tu «ther VC in the CU Ciil area to glve thulselves
up and not to be afraid uf the .ericans. This woas all accenplished in o purded
of 3 hours frua the time he turned hiusolf ik, The equipient tu broadeast the
tepe (ULH/5) at Brigude level did nct functiop due to an electricel shurt, wn
aircraft was requested from Divisicn G5 (C-47 type) and a rdsaien appreved and
schedulad fur that evening. .hen the aireraft arrived w stiticn aly twe of
its six spuckers wurked, thus the brocdeast wea censidored ineffective., Thore-
fore, due tu the puur broadecsting equipent used in suppurt of the Psy/iiar
prograi, the trenenduus effect that could have been cbtained was lost due to
the time factur which elapsed bufcre the equipwent could be returned cnd repcired,
Only by taking tinely cdvimtage of sure oppurtunities will cur Psy/iar pregran
be of real help and volue in defeating the Viet Cung.

g .
9, ISLIGH: Frem lst Infantry Divi;iog Frag Order 28-65 (Gidid LIGHT TuC):
3, . ' XSCUTIGN: SN iy

a. Cuncept of Opsration: ~1st Inf Div conducts cperuticns in the
CU CHI area during the period 10 Jan thru 10 Feb 66 with cne Brigade supperted
by air and artillery, Brigade will nouve to assigned T.OR by air and ground, g )
ARVl Forces will ccnduct opercticna in an adjacent TaOR to bleck VG furces ote
teupting tu withdraw, e . . '

1
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aVID=\3=0 3 iarch 1966
SWJICT: Coubat Operctiuns nfter acticn ieport (iu.CV/ACS/J3/32)

¢, 3rd Brigade:

. (1) One Battalicn fraa lst Bde attached during the period
of this operctiun.

T, YRR T T B

iy

(2) Cunduct cperctiuns in T.0s ~1ICS.
(3) Destruy VC furcus ond base caups in T.Oit .3iICa,
(4) Prctect Lovenent of 2nd Drigede, 25th Inf Div to bose

K AR

caup vic CU CHI,
Eor (5) Redepley ty L..I K}L. wn crder.

(6) " Initisl FCL betwwwn 3rd Brigade and Vil Forces is
boundary between T.O's B...'I‘T)f and sLICS,

10, COqu’T _(_)E_ OPait, JIC.Ss  Fruw 38 Brigado OPOWD 1~66 (Operztiin 3UCKSiIl):

3. LD{.‘SCUTIOA”‘ O L . -

. 8 Coneept of Opercticn! 3d Bde Task Feree ccnducts Operaticn
BUCKSKIN by moving t¢ the'vie of TiliG L.P (XT5921) by cter 1erch and helicog
ter ard initiates S&D operations within TuQt .LICJ usirg thiee Infantry bot-
talicns and a Cavalry Truop o8 maneuver furce, Fire suppert will be pruvided by
DS artillary battalicn frou vie TalilG L.P, by GS'(ieinf) ertillery wunlts frem vie
L. KHE and PHU 1OI, and by US.F tactical fighter units, PH.SE I will cnsist
of the nowient of forcus £rui base camps to the bjective arva n 8 ard 9 Jen 66,
2/28 Inf, '2/33 .rty (=), & Trp 1/5 Cav, G C. 1lst ingr and Bde T.C CF will conduct
& ncter narch tu a ataging area vic DI .l ¢n 8 January and frunm DI .l to vie
CUST.. (TRUNG LwP) on 9 Jonuary. 1/16 Inf and 1/28 Inf will land by helicopber
l at the TWUiG L.P airfidld an 9 Januory, PH.SS XI wAll censist of the ecnduct
of cudbat vperations in the scutheast porticn of TaOR L1ICS ecrusneding ¢n
10 January 1966, FH.5E IIT will be the cunduct «f operatins in the nerthwest
] porticn of TGt WLICZ, PSS IV will cunsist of the securing of thu base caup
1 site selucted by 2d Dde, 25th Inf Div and secwring of the rcute for uoveent of
3d Bde Task Force elements to base cunps vic L.I KHI and PHOUC VLH,

B e N

b.. 2/2 Inf:
' 21) Securé Bde base caip periucter vie L.I KH:,

2) Cunduct sccurity ‘.purat.ima vic Lul KHo to 2 distance of

4 ka fron Bde base porister,
T A3) Be prupared for cumitrent during PH.SZ III cr PH.SSE IV,
' 4) Soeure Hwy 13 froum LI KHS to B2 C.T wn 8 Jan 66,
5).. ymex F (Security Plnn L.J Yéﬁ.).

'j 1/16 Int:
YT () hwwe byj hslicopter cn 9 Jan to CUSTER (TRUG L.P airfield).

» - =
. o Eoard w
- .
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«VID-./B-C 3 liareh 1966
SUBJICT: Cubzt Opercticns ufter .cticn itepert (iu.CV/dCS/J3/32)

2) Estcblish asseibly area vie FGWWYTH,
3) Prepare tc initicte S&D cpercticns in zene on crder,

do 1/28 Inf:

2) Establish essaubly crea vie FUISTO,
{3) --Prepare t¢ initiate S«l cpercticns in zcne cn order,

e, 2/28 Inf:

§1§ licve by helicopter 9 Jan 66 t¢ CUSTun (TAUG L.P airstrip),

(1) Ccnduct nctor narch te vie DI wi cn 8 Jan 66 und cccupy
asseubly area,

(2) Cinduct nictor march to CUSTER (TRUG LuP) on 9 Jan 66 and
secure TAUNG LuP airfield fop heliccpter londings of 1/28 Inf znd 1/16 Inf,

£i a Troup 1/ Cav: |
, (1) Cunduct 1actor irch to vic DI i on 8 Jzn 66 and ceeupy
asseubly area, :

(2) Be prepered te receive crgenic tank secticns in asserbly
area at DI 4N on 8 Jon 66,

(3; Ccnduct nctur narch to TAUIG L.P on 9 Jon 66 and secure CUSTuk,

(4) Be prcpared tc¢ ecnduct screc.nirg cpereticns on order,
. 2/33 AI"hy.

() Is : ,

(2) Cunduct nctuer nareh with Bn (=) .tc vie DI .4i on 8 Jon 66

end occupy asserbly arsc

(3) . Conduct 1oter rarch to TWUNG Lok ¢n 9 Ju.n 66 and establish
firing pcsiticns at CUSTik, - . ‘

- " h,. C Co 1lst Jngr Bn:

él Conduct ictor rerch to CUST:R ¢n 9 Jan 66,
2) Prepare t¢ cenduct ingineer cperctiuns .n order,

i, Bde Treins:

glg Reuain in present lccaticn,
2) ussist in security of Bde perineter,

* o Cuordinating Instructions:
(1) River assault greup (VW) may conduct cperaticns on the
SAIGON RIVER between XT6132 and XT7121,

(2) Tank Sectiuns, ~ Trccp 1/4 Cav, will join . Troop in assably
area at DI A,

6
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VI BC ' 3 larch 1966
SUBJCT: Cuubet Operctiins after acticn itepert (iwCV/rCS/J3/32)

=~ (3) .men VG cuntact is nade 211 effurts will be iede to fix and
destr.y the eneny foree,
—-- (4) Initiol FCL between 3d Bde and iV units is boundery between
TalR's 4LICS ona BATTY, -
(5) Battalicns will leave 2 nindiun of cne 8Lin ucrtar per cen-
pany and twe 4,2" nortors - per battelin fir LI KHE security,
(6) Battalions ccnducting ciriicbile operctions will subnit
nuber of perscnnel tc¢ be lifted JLT 051200 Januzry 1966,
(7) Battoliins will subrit list of vehicles und perscnnel $¢ ac-
company uotor colun NIT 051200 Jenucry 1966,
(8) Bzttalicns less 1/28 Inf Bn will subuit stay bohind fexhole
atrength NLT 051200 Jznuary 1966,
(9) €0 2/2 Inf will furnish cne rifle. cu.xp‘_mr each to 1/16 Inf
and 2/28 Inf areas fur perdieter defense at L. KHa, X
(10) Peraunnel will c‘.rry prutectlve wesks,

]

) n' E}quUTION :

' The Brigade was scheduled tc initiate Operation BUCKSKIN ¢n 8 January
1966 in the area arcund TitliG LuP and to move frow there to CU CHI to pretect
the 2d Brigade 25th Infantry Divisiun as they wmoved intc the area, " Befure

. Operation' BUCKSRLi - cuuld be executed Opsration CAliP was crdered and ccimenced

on 7. January 1966 ‘and- was nct terudnoted until 12 Jmu:.ry 1966 Operet,iun

: 'BUCK..:KIN was delayed as o result. L ‘

‘ On ‘12 January 1966 2/2° Infantry ccntdnued: its missiun u.f pruviding
s«.curity fur the 3d Brigade base cap grea vde ‘L.I KHi5, - The battalion continuved

‘this udssicn:until 21 January 1966 at, which tine it reploced the 2/28 Inf ot

positicn CUST.i, 1/16 Infentry conducfed platcon size S&D patrcls cumencing
at 120645 January 1966, The patrcls destrcyed a bose canp and tunnels capturing

- soveral docuierts vic KT642222, The patr.ls had 1 KI. by sniper fire vie XT685- .
o 216, '1/28 Infontry destr.yed a base caup.and ccptured 148 service reccrds be-
. longing tv-D308 VC Coupiny vie XT640225, The battalicn fiund an extensive tun-

nel netwerk -more than o 1dle and a half ling. lhiany enewy weapens, doeanents
and 75 tuns of rice were discuvered thrcughout the doy .in sewrel tunnel systens,

2/28 Infantry conducted SsD in zcne ccuuencing at 120645 Jonuory 1966 and at

0730 hrs suffered 3 I, frow a nihe vie XT621216, Ccupnay C destroyed 500 1lbs
of rice.vic XT634204, .t 0930 hrs Lt Col Guorge 'S Jyster, Jr, the battalicn

coraander, was murtally wcunded by sniper fire (X7626215) and was evacuated by
Dustoff, He didd 2 deys later. It Col Kyle i/ Bowie, the Brigade X0, cssuned

. ecrmand of the 2/28 Infantry, Conpmy B sustained 2 WIsn from-auturctic weapons

located in 2 concrete and stegl bunkers (XT632185), .n airstrike and rict con-

" trol agent (CS) were used cn the bunkers and the VC fled.intc a tunnel systew.

Coupany B sustained 4 WL. during the remainder of the. day fru: nines at T628-
119 and %7620220, The Air Forcs F.C was slightly wuunded when a bullet broke the
windshield of his Ol aircraft cutting him on the neck with glzss, - & Troop Y/4

. Cavalry sﬁppcrted the uperatix.n throughcut the dey and coiled for the night with

1/16 Infantry. This first .dzy ended with no najor VC contact and was @ forcash .
for the entire operat icn, . . '
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SUBJLCT: Coubct Operitiuns after actiun .dvport (1CV/ICS/U3/32)

On 13 January 1966 the 1/16 Infontry conducted S&D cpercticns thnugh-
cut the day, Coupony B aestruyed 1 ton of rice vie XT687215 as well as o VC
aubush site cunsisting of tunnels, trenchus end cutawwtic weapons pesition ct
XT689216, The lundtadl of the battalicn was escerted by Trp o 1/4 Cav (=) and
juined the graund slepents at 1620 hrs, 1/28 Infantry found 2 tunaol cuuplex
vic XT643226 at 0805 hrs which appeared fren the moterisds found to bue o ndne
and bocby trep foctory: The complex 2lso cuntaired 3 US curbines cleng with
rmany naps and uvverlays of the arec, The battalien suffured 2 KL. fren sniper
fire at X7642222 and #T64L229, .t 1650 hrs the battalicn cgodn couw seress 2
rice cache, capturing 200 cne-hundred kilo bogs and destrcying ne ten of loocse
rice vic XT644214, 2/28 Infontry startud S&D cpercticns at 0710 Jonuery 1966
and at 0808 hrs Cuupany ~ fuund 2 VC troining area vie XT62522%, Jithin the
hour Cuupany .-alsc discovered en extensiwe twe level tunnel systen (XT627221)
finding ten tuns of rice clong with many weapens, clething, deeunents and ciner
naterial, Two Len frem Cunpeny B were weunded frem aniper fire at XT62815¢.
at 1603 hrs the battalion discovered 7 fresh graves vic XT648198, The batl:liin

-8uffervd 4 more {Ia fraa nines during the rescinder of the dey, ot 1730 hes ¢

plt of C Cuupany lst inginecr Brn engoged cn estiizted VC platoon and a relicld
force eunsisting of the LP platcon zttached to the Brigade wos able to place
effective fire un the VC causing theii to bresk ccntact, The ingincers sulfexed
1 KIn and 5 I to include the ceppeny «urander &3 a result of this coticn with
VC casualtics unknown, ’

On )4 January 1966 twe ndlitary policenen were weunded by a VC saipsr
at the nurth checkpoint of the Brigade periicter at L.I MHiZ, 1/16 Infontry cun-
ducted U&D during the day disc.wering tunnel werks (XT674210), 15C0 1bs cf ries,
and 21 houses vic XT699212, 1/28 Infantry cuntinucd to sweep in zene discuvering
trenchwerks and tunndl systens, Onv-half ton of rice was destroyed (XT649201)
and & nuwber of nedicel supplivs were discuvered ot LT64521Y and evacuatud,

2/28 Infantry unguged a VC platcon at 1634204 reswlting in 2 US KL, and 4 US
dla, Trwp o 14 Cov assisted in pushing the VC dntu the weeds and the VG bedy
count came to 16 when'the engogouent was finished, Co

On 15 Janucry 1966 the 1/16 Infantry euntinued its 86D mission with
2 US [In roperted at iT682218, Small tumel ond trench systens were disccvered
and no further VC cuntact was made during the doy. 1/28 Infontry suffered 9
JLi and 2 KL, during the day, Ow L. froii 2 uine vie XT645177, 2 fr.z 2 sni-
por at XT6LTLT5 end XT625177, 1 Wl at XT634178, 5 L. and 2 hIa ot XT626170.
One dead VC was fcund at XT633178, 2/28 Infantry unccvered 2000 rcunds of suzll
arms axxunition at XT634205 and a base caup'ct XT631195. The battzlicn suffered
7 WIA in the vicinity cf XT634190, The battalicn killed ancther VC at XT640213,

On 16 Janucry the 1/16 Infantry cinducted S&D in zcne tc the scuthem
edge c¢f TaOit nLICE linking up with the 5ih AV Divisicn ot 1135 hrs, Tho bat-
talicn 'suffered 1'.Ia frua sniper fire at XT646178, 1/28 Infantry linked up
with the 5th .aVil Div at 1320 hrs, The 1/28 Infontry and 1/16 Infentry cciled
for the night ot XT666194. 2/28 Infantry was attacked by an estinated VC plo-
toun’ supported by twenty 8lum mertar rounds,at O440 hrs resulting in 12 US Vs,
10 from the 2/28 Infantry and 2 frou Trp:« L4 Cav, 4t 1110 hrs a mine explosion
at XT697188 caused 4 US WIs, 2 frum 2/28°Inf and 2 freu Trp a4 1/4 Cav, ut 1545

8
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SUBJLCT: Coubat Operatiuns .wfter actiun geport (1u.CV/itCS/J3/32)

hours the battaliun becane engaged in ¢ fire fight with an esticted 2

coupanivs of V€, Thu ensuing battle lested for cne and cne half hwurs resulting
in 10 VC KI. (budy ceunt) and 2 VOR' . The battaliun suffered 10 L., six of
which returned to duty,

On 17 Jonucry 1966 at 0200 hours the 1/16 Infantry periixter wes at—
tacked with grenades and uortarg resulting in 4 Us .Xa, The battalicn spemit
the day in care and cleaning with ne further o ntaet with the VC, 1/28 Inf had
negative cuntact throughwut the dey. 2/28 Inf alsc had negative centact and .|
spent the day in care and clecning.  Troup o 1/4 Cov clecred and secured the
route inte CUOTE fur the battaliun lancdteils and in ths process ceptured 1
wounded VC and alsc accuunted for l VC KL. (budy cc.unt) during the day. Trocp
« suffered one US .n'Ls.

On 18 January 1966 1/16 Inf ccnducted StD dn zene suffuring 2 ..
at XT663189 and XT635150, beth fraw swall armas fire, The battelicn copln
lve during the day, 1/28 Inf ccnducted S«Dy weunding 1 VO who eveiced
pursuing furce, 2/28 Inf cendugted plaiccd size patrcls end secared the read
for a resupply cuwnvuy, The battalicn hed 1c c»ntact wn.th VC during the doye.

on 19 Jznuary 1966 1/16 Inf cuffered 9 il. (L returncd tc duty) and

1 hIa when a VC mortar round hit and destreyed & 106 reeciless rirfle, while
esaisting the 1/28°Inf 2s the latter zssculted VC positiuns, * 1/28 Inf emgoged
2 reinforced 'VC ccipany o¢ 1030 hrs and was assisted by 1/26 Inr and T1p -

1/4 Cov. The VC positiias were hit'by 6 scrties cf tacticel fighters o
artillery ‘fire, The pcsiticns were ¢verrun but only 1 V¢ KIa was found as the.
enuuy broke ecntact wnd fled, The battalion suffered 8 Jla during the day end’
Troop « 1/4 Cav had 1 :da aod L kI, 2/28 Inf conducted patyols during the day
and nmatle light' cc.ntact with the V3, Cae VC sniper was weunded and eoptured but

"died befure he cculd b, interrugated,

e On 20 Jenuzry 1966, 1/1¢-Infnoved to dem~ sivtipsaiticns. at3T602195,
1/28 Inf noved to the vie of Peaiticn CUSTAL (TRUNG LaP @S CiP), During
the move the batvtalicn suffered 2 I, fruy nines.dt 7585198 axid XT586159.

2/28 Inr alsv closed intu w»m: and prepa.red 1o return tu Lal I4Z cn 21 Jen (TR

‘ On 21 January 1966, 2/2 mmntry repliced 2/28 Infantyy ot CLSTC
(mu.«c L.P). and the 2/28 Inf asswed the wdssion of Lal KHS secwsiy, The eXe
change was effected by airlift and 1woter march, and the 2irlift wes J"J.prrtud
by the 11th .viaticn Battalivn, The 1/28 Inf capbured 1 V0 wdith weapon, He
was frcm the ClO Curpany, The battalion secured tho uxtractica and landing
zone for the 2/2 Inf and 2/28 Inf, Trucp « L4 Cav sstured the raad for the
landtail of 2/2 and 2/28 Im‘antry. The e.xcl‘:.nge wes ccnploted wlthoud inciden .

On 22*danu..ry 1966, 2/2 Inf, 1/16 Inf, 1/23 Inf occupied deensive
poait:l.one "at TRUNG. LPros T.Jl‘ hclidays continued, 2/28 Inf 'secured LI KHI -
for the recainder of the operaticn.
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SUBJiCT: Combat Opercticna after acticn Repurt (iuCV/itCS/J3/32)

On 23 Jonuery 1966, 2/2 disploced to XT590228 with negative VC
cuntact, 1/16 Inf continued to oceupy pesitiuns vie TRUWG L.P, The bat-
taliuns conducted loecl sucurity and surveillence of the erec during 7.7

- until 231730 Jan 66 when 1/28 was engaged by appruxiuctely 25 t¢ 50 VC vie

XT611239 and suffered 2 /L., The VC fled after a 15 ninute fire fight.

M 24 January 1966, 2/2 Infentry depnrted TWUNG LuP ot 0920 krs and
closed into QU GHI area 2t 1620 hrs, 1/16 Inf depcrted THUG LaP 2t 0845 hrs
and arrived at CU CHI at 1430 hrs suffering 1 /L. vic X7560190, 1/28 Inf
displaced tu QU QI starting at 0805 hrs and arriving ot 1200 hrs, The
battalion engoged an estincted VO plotcon at 1345 hrs and suffered L id., with
VC casualtivs unknown, Trcop o 1/4 Cav secured Hwy 1 from TULG LP to CU CHI .
for this displacenent. .

On 25 January 1966, the 2/2 Inf suffered 3 JL. fru: inecidng nor s,
2 WIn frow snipers and 1 (I, fran punji sticks and accounted fer 1 VC K. (.o
vic XT644167. 1/16 Inf ccntinued to sécure a pertion of the Brigade perinctes
vic CU CHI by cunducting patrcls to their frent but had nc ecntact with VC.
The L9th .iVil Reghuent perfurted scue engincer work with 9 bulldozers in the
villege et XT6715 under the security provided by tho 1/16 Infantry. 1/28 Inf
had light contact with VC during the day ‘with nc ccsuzlties and with VC casusl-
ties unknown,

On 26 January 1966, the 2/2 Inf discovered o series of tunnels ana
trenches while securing the perdneter fip elene.bts of the 2d Brigade 25tk Infan-
try Division which arrived with its first increuent, The battalicn surffered
L WIa and 1 KL during the day. 1/16 Inf acccunted for 4 VC KIi (BC) during
the day with no US casualties: The VC.were killed by rcrtar fire ard sinll
arus fire, 1/28 Inf wounded and captured a VC vic XT6261L. Troup o 1/4 Cev
conducted 2 road tarch and was relwsed’te the cperaticnel cuntrel of the 1sv
Sqdn 4th Cav at 1400 hrs at which time.the unit clesed into PHU LOI,

On 27 Januery 1966, the 2/2 Infantry discovered o nwber of twinels
and trenchwurk resulting in 2 VC KI. (EC) in cne of the twindds vie XT635157.
»21 tumnel systens were destriyed and seeded with rict centrol agents, 1/20 Ind
destr.yed svveral heuses and a haystack ot XT655172 resulting in e seondery
explosion. The baiieliur had very light centact curing the day. The 1/25 Inf
engaged the VC several tiues thnughout the dey resulting in 10 VC XL, (EC}
and an estiunaved 20 VO ola, US Casucliius were 3 Kla, 17 Wla. 2/28 Tne
securing L.l KH.i had ¢ platcon size potrol engege an unkacwn nuber of VC ot
X7798373 resulting in 1 Us Kl. and 3 US vl with VC lussus unknown, The
secund inerement of tae 2d Brigade Zstpglni‘ Div arrived in the CU. GiI area wath
security provided by 2d Brigade, e '

On 28 Jonuary 1966, 2/2 Inf had spopadic coatact with the VC re-
sulting in 1 U5 KL. and 3 US WL. and no cenfirmed VO killed or wunded, licng
tunnels and trench systens were destriyed, 1/16 inf killed 1 VC (BC) during
the night and eapturcd his wecpen and cmiuniticn, 1,28 Inf cocounted fur 1 VC
(BC) vi;c XT625159 i curbinued patroling’throughcut the day. ST
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SUBJCT: Coubat Operaticns after acticn doport (L.OV/iCS/33/32)

On 29 January 1966, the 1/27 «nd 2/27 Infontries of the 2d Brigade
25th Infentry Divisicn care under the upsratiunel cuntrel of the 3d 3rigade and
the 1/28 Inf was extracted by air fruu CU CHI t¢ PHOWC VIIH, The 1/26 Inf had
2 KI. during the early morning hours whils wn patrol, 2/2 Inf suffered 3 Kla
and 5 WIa during the day and accounted fur 2 VC KL. (BC) and 2 VC KI. (ust).
1/16 Inf had no VC ewntact during the day but discuvured several bucby treps
and fighting holes in their arve of cpercticns arvund JIT656165 end %7660155.
The 1/27 Inf suffered 3 WS JL. during the day, The 2/27 Inf acccunted fur 2
VC KI. (BC) and 2 id rifles, anmcther cleuent of the 2d Brigade 25th Infantry
Divisiun arrived clesing imbo U CHI without incident,

On 30 Jamuary 1966, at 0800 hrg)y cumind and cenbml cf the €0 CEI
arsa was passed to thu Currending Officer, 2d Brigade 25tvh Infontwy Divicicn
along with cpuraticnal contwol of thu 2/2 Inf end 1/26 Inf. The 2/2 In ¢ ~rte
od the (U CHI area by helicopter at 1330 hrs clesing inte L.I KHE at 15C0

1/16 Inf cuntinued to secur part of the periuwter vie CU CHI sufforing 2 ..

" during the day, The 1/27 Inf roceived 2 US L. during the dzy, 2/27 cLrm

tinued to defend part of the CU QI perdmwter recsiving acie nrtar reunds
inte the area resulting dn 2 KIn and 1 JLij’ 2/28 Inf securing Lal KHJ recuiv-
ed morter rounds during the pight rusulting in 1 US Jla;

- On_31 Januery 1966 the 3d Drigade teminsted Oporcticn JUCKSKII wizh
the- clusing of 211 Brigade elgwsnts dinto Lul KHI at 1340 hrs thus ending & 29
day operatiun, ' e ' _
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aVID-iB~-C ‘ 3 lLiarch 1966

SUBJECT: Curbat Operatiuns wfter .ctiun neport (iwCV/RCS/J3/32)

b, quipoent Destroyed:

Tten

_ Quantity
12 tans Rice o E
ER N SR " licrter night firing cevies
S § © ' - Chicwi autuxztic weapen
35 o = o Houses -~ i
0 o Mtrenching tecls
Mugercus - hines and bulby traps
1000 ~ 5 gal water cans
183 Hcuses
38 - Cycles
¢. Friendly losses:
1S e
D.T3 KIa T ula KIs (5€)  (55T) T MIa (ST ¥28
12 an 66 1 1 (1 T 1S) 0 0 0 0
BVBJanbd ~ 4 ~ 12 . 7 0 b 0
14 Jan 66 5 9 16 20 0 0
15 Jan 66 2 32 10 10 3 o}
16 Jon 90 b 34 (1 KL. USuF) 12 10 0 2
1y Jan 66 0 5 ] 13 5 1 N
18 Jan 66 0 4 0 0 1l 3
19 Jan 66 2 28 2 2 (0]
20 Jan 66 0 3 0 : 0 0 1
21 Jan 66 0 5 "0 0 o 3¢
22 Jan 66~ - . O-. ¢ 4 0 0 0 (VN
2BJamb6 O 6 1. O 0 0 2
2, Jon 66 O« 2 ) 0 - 0 o
25 Jan 66 -0 .. & A3 0 0 0
26 Jan 66 . 1 . &L Lo 2 0 2
27 Jan 66 3.0 27 12 10 2, 0
28 Jan 66 1 -+ c e 4.0 3 0
29 Jan 66 3 5 - -4 0 0 0
30 Jan 66 2 6 . 0 0 0 0
31 Jan 66 Q> . 2 0 o) _90 _9
TOT.L 25 209 53 59 53 =

13, ADJINISTI.TIV.S iuITliS: The Brigade S4 planned and coordinated armauni-
tion and cther classes of supply with the legistical base remaining ot L.l &l
due to the short flight time tc the opuraticnsl area, waaunition for the atiach-
ed battalicn was requested and received with nc preblens,

Resupply tu the battallen waes on a doy to day basis using KULD!s. Clean
clothes were prepered by the treeps in advonce and were flown to the cperctiuncd.
area -on requesat of the-battalicns, This proved to be ¢ factir in painte irnding
the high morale and pursunal hygiens of the individual scldier,
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AVID-JB-C 3 iiarch 1966
SUBJACT: Gumbat Operatiuns nfter .ctiun stepurt (1iCV/rCS/J3/32)

Cumpany C lst Zngineer Battalion established water points at THLIG L.P
and later at (U Cul, thervby supplying the Brigade Task Fures with anple water
during the operation.

14, N/‘\o
15, COwLJIDER!S L LYSIS:

Scw of the lesswns learnud duringz Operaticn BUCKSKIN were:

a, Jach battelion should crgenize and train a tunnel tean tu exploii
the discevery of tunnsl systens.

b, The airbeme F.C shculd nct orbit directly over a target arcc os
this alerts the VC t. the impending air strike,

¢. Tho use of bullduzers and fxnt lcaders in cenjunction with ric
agents and uxplusives was proven to be on effective mecns of svaldng off twvrcls
and deatrcying trenchwork ,

d. Furward CP's should be icved frequently tc avedd pessible mertar
attacks or by traps being set in the area during darkness,

e, Traming on detecting firing positicns and xvaciing to sniper fiw
uust be increased,

55 Tri'p-ﬂ.ares should be loected s as net tu give 2wy friendly
positicns and thervoy cunfuse the enewy end deny hin infomaticn,

g, Scout dogs and handlers weuld be of great velue in operitiins in-
valving trenchwerk ond tunnel systeus,

COuLyIDER!S COLLEITS:

The 2d Brigade 25th Infentyry Divisicn neved inte ids bose coup arce
and tuok its initial pesitdcns at CU CHI without being fired upen by the ereny,
The search and destr.y opercticns cuncducted by the 3d Brigade were sucsesslil
in that arcas never bofore visited by United States or Visinonese ferces,were
entered and the Viet Cong sustained cosunlties or driven awey. wccuicplishing
these directed missiins cousea casualties in cur cwn Brigads. However, this
opuraticn was a great success and lattess of cuuendaticn have been received
by the Brigade frua General ilestuorelond, CAilbiuCY, and General Seaxan,
Cormanding General lst Infantry Divisicn,
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aVID=\/D=C 3 liarch 1966
SUBJZCL: Cumbit Opsratiuns .fter acticn sepurt (iu.CV/iCo/J3/32)

It is gratifying to report thet replaceuents, weny of vhaiexpereinced
ooubat for the first the in this operatiun, have been received and trained by
their units and integrated intu the fighting tean withwt rajer compliciticns.
This is evidence that cuausanders ot all levels in this task furce cre keenly
aware of the iupcrtance of recelving the new replacenent with the necesscry
orientativn and training to build ccnfidence in himself and in his wnit,

This great te~n ccnducted Opergtion DUCKLEIN in an cutstanding nmanner
and in the unbeateble wpirdt of the Fighting BIC :3u QIS - e ndssicn toc dif-
fiewdlt , , , Nu saerifice too gregt , . o Duty First,

A

Wt n»? S
WiLlLIds ¥ BROLELSCH
Colunely Infantry
Coruanding

Cupies furnished
1aCV J2
M CT
Comrander 2d air Div
Ccumanding General lst Inf Div
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