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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY |
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

IN REPLY REFER TO

AGAM-P (M) (15 Aug 67) FOR OT 67X003

23 August 1967

SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report - Operation Ahina, conducted by the
25th Infantry Division

SEE DISTRIBUTION
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Forwarded as inclosure is a Combat After Action Report for Operation
whina. Operation Ahina was conducted by the 25th Infantry Division during
the period 13-18 May 1967. Information contained in this report is pro-
mvided to insure appropriate benefits in the future from lessons learned
Q::uring current operations, and may be adapted for use in developing training
aterial.
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CONFIDENTIAL

3 DEPARTMINT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION
APO Sen Francisco 96225 :
AVDOMHD 16 July 1967

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report. (RCS: MACV J3-32)

THRU: Commanding General
IIFFORCEV
ATTN: G=3 (D&T) .
APO 96227

- 10 Commard er

U.S, Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
ATTN: MACJ 343
APO 96243

1. (C) NAME AND TYPE OF OPERATION: Operation AHINA was a search and
.destroy operation corducted in the east central portion of War Zone "C",

" bounded by XT6440, XT6450, XTS54L50 and XT6LIO, Its purpose was to engage
and destroy VC/NVA forces known to be operating in the Area of Operations’
(A0), and to destroy VC/NVA base camps and facilities throughout the area,

2, (C) DATE OF QPERATION: 13'- 18 May 1967.

3, (C) 1OCATION: East central portion of War Zons "C", TAY NINH
and EIMH DUONG Provinces, Republic of Vietnam, ,

L4, (C) L O N H RUERS:' 25th Infantry Division
5, (C) RTING OFFICERs MG John C. F. Tillson III

6. (C) TASK ORGANIZATION:

1et Xde, 9th Inf Div 34 Dde,.4th In Div -
A B, 47th Ing 2 B (Mech), 2 Inf
ith Ba, 39th Inf 3d Bn, 2 Inf \
2 By, 12th Inf (&tech from 3d 2 Bn, TTth Arty (D8)
Bde, . 4th Inf Div) Co C, 4th Engr Bn (DS)
Co A’ 15th Engr Bn ' Btry B’ 181".31, 11th
, . G C, 709th Maint Bn Aty (OPCON'to 2/77
’ Arty)
 DOUNGRAULD AT 3 TR INTIGVALS
l : DECLASSIFIED "AFTER 12 YEARS
- -7 773 5200,10
- CONFIDENTIAL
FOR oY RD : -
©7x003




Det, 9%th S& T Bn
7. (C) SUPPORTING FORCES:.

a, Air Support,
1) Close air support was provided throughout the operation

(
by United States Air Force (USAF) fighters,

(2) Results of close alr support were as follows: 2 VC
Killed by Air Force (KBAF) possible (poss); 16 turkers destroyed and 10
'secondary fires ignited,
. (3) There were 31 nissions flown in close air support, USAF
fighters flew a total of 77 sorties, Fifty-seven and a half tons of bombs

ard 593 tons of napalm were expended,

b, Army Aviation Support,
* (1) Amy Aviation support was provided by the 25th Aviation
Dattalion‘, by the organic brigade aviation sections, and by the following
units under the control of the 25th Aviation Battalion: :

i
CONFIDENTIAL , 2
’ 4
1sh Bde, 9th Inf Diw (Con't) 3d e, 4th Inf Div.(Con't) g
IPW Team, 9th MID Btry D (=), 5th Bn, g
Plt, 9th MP Co 21 Arty (atch to 2/77 7
Plt, 9th Sig Mn Arty) (GSR) :
!

i o

.

— i i

(a) 187th Aviation Company (=)
(b) 116th Aviation Company (=)

(2) Amy Aviation support flew numerous airmobile assaults,

resupply, command and control, evacuation and gunship support missions,
The X Brigade, Lth Infantry Division Aviation section flew 219 sorties

completing 125 missions alone,

¢, Artillery Support.

(1) Artillery direct support was provided by 2d Bn
Arty from its position at Fire Support Base (FSB) FANG (XT38862L
Secomd Bn, 77th Arty was reinforced by Btry B, 1st Bn, 11th Arty at
FSB FANG and by four M42 guns (self propelled twin 4Omm cannon, commonly

called "Dusters") frec Biry D, 5th Bn, A Arty,
(2) Total missions and ammunition expended:

(a) Missions: 136 missions in support and 674 missions

in haressement and interdiction {H&l), CONEIDENTIAL
(b) Ammunition experded: 4,261 rounds of high explosive
(HE) and 154 rounds of white phosphorous (WP) ammunition were expended

2
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throughout Operation AHINA,

(3) Results of artillery support in causing enemy casualties
were unknown,

8, (C) INTELLIGENCE:

f a, General: The area of operation for AHINA was the east central

{ portion of War Zone "C" bowded by the 4O grid line on the west, the 50
grid line of the east, the 54 grid line on the south amd 64 grid line on
the north, The area west of the NUI ONG mountain complex to the SUOL BA
Hi stream and north of DAU TIENG City has been a VC base area for an un=-
known period of time, The area is ideally suited for this purpose because

 of the natural obstacles formed by the upper SAIGON River and NUI ONG
Mountain complex to the east armd south and the SUOI BA HAO stream to
the west and south, Fhemy forces believed to have been located within
the area of operations prior to AHINA were unidentified elements of the
7th NVA Division vic XT4375, elements of the 101st NVA Regt vic XT4365,
elanents of Group 82, Rear Services (00SVN) vic XT4359, elements of one
local force company (unidentified) vie XT4L56, amd local guerrillas,
analysis by Order of Battle personnel indicated that contacts cowld
be. expected with elements of Group 82, Rear Services, the unidentified
local force company amd local guerrillas, Although a number of VC base
camps were located and destroyed during the period 1 = 5 April during
Operation JUNCTION CITY I, there existed indications that a number of
VC base camps remained unlocated, The region was considered to be a
VC supply base area for Group 82, Rear Services' elanents of one of the
main junctions of north-south and east-west supply infiltration routes,
Operation AHINA included a sweep along axis SNAKE to the north by
elements of the 3d Bde, 4th Inf Div, During the operation there were
no large scale contacts with enemy forces, Small unit contacts were
made on muerous occasions and captured documents identified elements
of L35 Bn, 69th VC Arty Regt as combatants, The VC did not engage in
decisive combat actions at any time, A large number of base camps,
supply caches ‘amd operating facilities were destroyed. Irncluded were
over 130 underground fortifications and VC military structures, Sign-
ificant among material captured or destroyed during the five day op-
erational time frame of AHINA were supply caches totaling over 70 tons
of rice and other foodstuffs,

+  be Terrain: The terrain varied from low flat torrain with
scrub brush or elephant grass along the waterways to forested areas
with double and triple canopy within the central portion of the area

<of operations, The jungle canopy greatly limited aerial observation

“ ey provided excellent concealmert for the VC, Fields of fire for both
direct and indirect f ire weapons were limited in the heavy forested
areas, hvenues of approach for tracked vehicles were generally limited
to trails and cleared areas which were more prevalent in the eastern
portion of the area of operations, Mechanized forces experienced
difficulty in traversing the central portion of the area of operations

3
CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

which was heavily forested, Movenent of foot troops was hampered only
in the densely forested jungle areas since much of the terrain was dry
during this period of the year, Obstacles included streams characterized
by steep banks, silt bottoms, and in some areas, heavy mud, Only one
all-weather road (LIL 13) existed in the area of operations, running
east-west ard serving as a northern emtry into the area of operations,

¢, Weather Summary: The weather during AHINA was mostly
cloudy during the day and partly cloudy during the night, Ceilings
were reported below 1000 feet on the morning of 14 May and patchy low
clouds were reported on 16 and 18 May, Visibility was 3 = 6 miles in
haze and ground fog during the morming hours btut good for the remainder
of the day., Surface winds wers light and variable with a few gusts to
15 = 20 knots near the shower areas, Light precipitation occurred in the
area in the form of widely scattered showers on 15 = 18 May, Temperature
naximums were in the low 90's amd the ninimums were in the mid 70's,

‘9, (C) MISSION: The 25th Infantry Division conducts offensive
operations to the: northwest of DAU TIENG (XT4946) to destroy VC/NVA
forces and installations,

10, (C) OONCEPT OF OPERATION: On 13 May 1967, 25th Infantry Division
crosses the SAIGON River in zone with one btrigade (3d Bde, 4th Inf Div)
ard on order conducts search and destroy operations to the northwest to
exploit ARCLIGHT and destroy VC/NVA forces, and installations, Aanother
brigade (1st Bde, Sth Inf Div), on order, establishes blocking positions
south of Route 13 to deny VC/NVi exfiltration routes to the north,

11, (C) EXECUTION:

. a8, On D<day, 13 May, 3d Bn, 22 Inf and Co C, 4th Engr Bn, of
the A Bde, 4th Inf Div were alrlifted to XT450562 and emplaced a tyddpe
there over the SAIGON River., The 21 Bn (Mech), 2d Inf moved by land
ard crossed its elements over the bridge by 1820 hours, There was no
enemy contact at the crossing site, Meamnwhile 1st Ble, 9th Inf Div
moved Task Force (TF) 2-47, its major maneuver elemernt in Operation
AHIN:, to blocking position JAGUAR viecinity XT425615 to prevent VC
exfiltration from the A0, From there they moved to FSB FANG (vic XT-
38L4624), A sweep was made of Route 13 through the A0. The only enemy
oontact occurred when a TF 2=47 APC detonated an AT mine vic XT388628
resulting in 3 US WIA,

b, On 14 May, Co's A & B of 2 Bn, 22d Inf conducted s earch i
and destroy (S&D) operations, A base camp was located at XT463571,

contained 10 bunkers and 100 meters of trenches, Sniper fire was i
reccived there without any effect, Fourteen huts contained documents

and two bicycles were located at XT465567., The huts were destroyed, 1
At 1440 hours, 3 trucks were located, one of which had been destroyed !
by an airstrike, Nearby six bunkers, seve: huts and a mess hall were
located at XTL58575. All were destroyed, TF 2-47 destroyed 3 = AT

CONFIDENTIAL |
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7 mines vic XT398663 and two CHIOOM booby traps, 4n unkmown VC force
detonated a claymore aml fired small arms weapons at XT397663. Fire
was returned without results, Later an APC struck an AT mine at XT=-
588628, sustaining one WIA,

c. On 15 May, S & D operations continued, Co A, 2/22 Inf
fourd extensive rice, foodstuffs, documents, clothing, a classroom
aml BA ammo at XTL450580 and more foodstuffs at XTL54584, More food-
stuffs and structures were foud at XT455602 by Co C, 2/22 Inf, OCo
A, 3/224 Inf made contact with 4 VC at XT425573, resulting in 1 VC KIA
(BC), TF 2-47 contimued 8 & D operations in #one. Ten btunkers were
destroyed at XT401625, 18 more at XT423606, Two AT mines were destroyed
at XI397682, ' '

. d, On 16 May, S & D operations continued, Uhile there was no
contact throughout the day, 21 Bn, 22 Inf fourd extensive enemy fort-
ified positions, weapons equipment and foodstuffs vic XT450590 (See
Tab "A" DAAR 3d Be, 4th Div for full details), TF 2-47 moved from
FSB FANG to blodcing position JAGUAR, There was no enemy contact in
this area, :

- @&, On 17 May, 2 Bn, 221 Inf made contact with a VC squad at
XT454637 at 1610 hours, Results were 6 US KHi, 11 US WHA 8ix more US
were WHA when an APC detonated an AT mine at XT454636, Third Bn, 2 Inf
destroyed bunkers at XT419611 and XT415627. Contact with a VC squad was
made at 1545 hours, Results were 5 VC KIA (BC), and 3 US WHA. Four VC
weapons were captured, TF 2-47 continued blocking from position JAGUAR,
| The only contact there occurred when a 5 ton truck detonated an AT mine
at XT305540 resulting in 1 US WHA,

f. Operation AHINA concluded on 18 May 1967, Second Bn, 2 Inf
detonated an AT mine at XT422634 resulting in moderate damage to an APC.
| Contact with an unknown VC force at XT413633 resulted in 1 US KHA and 2 US
WA, The VC were driven off by two immediate airstrikes and gunships, VC
casualties were unknown, Secord Bn, 221 Inf returned to FSB FANG. Third
Bn, 2 Inf was airlifted to PREK KLOK (XT277787) minus Co A, 3/22 am
the Recon Platoon which moved to ‘secure an FSB at XI232771. TF 2-47 closed
g}; SUOL DA at XT344577, axd prepared to return to BEAR CAT, to their own

WOR,

12, () RESULTS:
a2, Enemy Losses:
(1)  Persomnel:

VC Killed in Action (KIA) Body Count (BC) = 9
VC Killed by Air Force (KBAF) possihle (poss) = 2

' (2) Equipment losses: See para 12b of COAAR AHINA of A
Ble, 4th Inf Div, Enemy equipment losses reporteld by the 1st Bde, 9th
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Inf Div were negligible, and were reported as part of their totals of
Operation JUNCTION CITY,

b, US Losses:
(1) Persomels.

Killed by Hostile Action (KHA) = 14
Wounded in Fostile Action (WHL) - 38
Died. of Wounds (DOW) - 1

. (2) Equipment Losses: 2 = Lrmored Persomnel Carriers (APC)
destroyed; 4 APCs, 1 = 5 ton truck, and one Armmored Vehicle Launche Xxridge
(AVLB) demaged,

13. (C) ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: logistical support for this operation
was provided by the 1st logistical Command directly to the units through
supply facilities at DAU TIENG base camp, Extensive use was made of aerial
resupply for units participating in Operation AHIMA,

14, (C) SPECIAL EQUIPMENT AND TEGINIQUES: A4 light tactical raft (LIR)
was emplaced on an unprepared site across the SAIGON River on 15 May 1967,

After securing the raft infantry was airlifted into the area, The far
side of the river (no LZ) was secured by infantry troops crossing with
rubber boats, The bridging aml engineer personnel were lifted into the
site by (=47, The bridge was emplaced with no difficulty and an entire
mechanized infantry battalion was across the river in less than eight hours
from the landing of the bridging platoon, 'The only reconnaissance made of
the area was made by air, The detailed and accurate analysis of the ter-
rain and careful preloading of the bridging elements proved to ‘be the
best methods of quickly emplacing a bridge, The bridge was then uxtracted
by (H=47 making it unnecessary to secure the area of crossing, All troops
then participated in the attack into enemy areas,

15, (C) OOMMANDER'S ANALYSIS: Operation /HINA was successful . -
because of the vast quantities of enemy material and equipment captured
ard destroyed, Intelligence had indicgbted that the area had long been
an area of' VC supply for units in War Zone "C", Dy disrupting the means
of transport (sampans aml trucks) and capturing much of the stores furture
VC operations will be hindered, The large quantities of good CHIOOM
weapons and zmnitions fourd indicates that the VC contimued to be well
supplied in this respect, probably from northern War Zone "C" and -
Cambodia, All evidence indicated that only rice amd foodstuffs, as
opposed to weapons amd munitiqps, are being transported from the SAIGON
River and adjacent areas, ‘
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AVD QMHD '

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Report (RCS: MACV J3-32)

FOR THE COMMANDER: Hiuf ({i;‘) u'd/

F. M. CROCETTI
1LT, AGC
Asst AG

-/

2 Inicl ‘
1, EEEm 3d Bde, 4th Inf Div
2, TR, 25th A B
NOTE: . @WAAR AHINA from lst B:le 9th Inf Div was included as part
of their (OAAR JUNCITY GITY This report has already been
distributed,

DISTRLBUTION:
1-ACSFOR = DA
2=0G, USARPAC, ATTN: 'GPOP=MH
3-MACV, ATTN: MACJ 3.3
1-0G, USARV, ATIN: AVHGC-DH
h-(n, IIFFORCEV, ATTN: G=3 (D&T)-
1=0G, USA Inf Sch; Ft Benning, Ga,
1-0G, USA Am Sch, R Knox, Ky. 10120° '
1~-0G, USA Arty & Missile Sch, Ft Sill, Okla,
1-03, USA O0GSC, Ft leavenworth, Kansas
1-US Military Academy, West. Point, NY 10996
ATTN: Librerian
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CONFIDENTIAL

/ / DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 3D BRIGADE, 4TH INFANTRY DIVISION
LPO San Francisco 96268
AVDDC-C 4 June 1967

SUBJECT:s Combat Operations After Action Repart, Operation AHINA.

TOs Cormanding General
‘ 25th Infantry Division

LTTN: AC of S, G3

LPO US FORCIS 96225

1, (U) NAME OF OPERLTION: AHINA
2, (U) DATES OF OPLRATION: 130600H May 1967 to 182/00H May 1967,
3, (U) LOCATION: Western Binh Duong and Eastern Tay Ninh Provines,
4o (U) COMIAND HELDQUARTERS: 25th Infantry Division,

5, (C) COMMNDZRS:

3d Bde, 4lh Inf Div COL XENNETH E, BUELL
2d Bn, 224 Inf (1) LTC RALPH W, JULIAN
3d Bn, 22d Inf LTC J.MiS E. HILMAR
2d Bn, 77th lxty LTC FRED J, MERLITT
3d Support Bu (Prov) MAJ RICHLID V. HOOVER
Co C, 4th Engr Dn CPT CLRL B. SCIPLE
44th IPSD 1LT ROBERT T, FENER

- 6a (C) TLSK ORGANIZATION:

2/22 Inf (1)
3 Tms 4/th IPSD
3 Tma, Co C, 4th Engr Bn

3/22 Inf
3 Tns 44th IPSD
3 Tns Co C, 4th Engr Bn

Bde Control
2d Bn, 77th lrty
Co C, Lth Engr Bn

7. (C) SUPPORTING FORCES: “

a, lrtillery:

(1) The 24 Bu,. ?7th Lrty supnorted the 3d Bde for the
o duration of the operation, -

(2) Positions, Ogoupieds
AJ2/T7 naeecanp 12 May = 14-May 67 N/L - N/A - N/A
B/2/'77 Base Cemp 12 May = ‘15 }hg 67 N;A N;A N;A
Tay Mizh 12 Moy -.19 Yay 67 Convoy N/A 15 md
Vi edl S Ihi G a3 T aw |
! Y - 6 7 9 1600 mtr
2/T1 XT1388624 15 May.= 19 m;’; ‘87 CHAT 3 1600 mtr:
Lol L. CONFIDENTIAL
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(3) ArtLlery Stafmml Data:

. /oo
(a) 205m A2/11 Bl2/T1 S/2/11
' 21 HE 1483 1230 1548
2 W 53 3 62
“(3) m 0 0 0
(4) Beehive 0 0 0 »
(b) M 2N
]
él PD 149 1221 1544,
2) T 52 47 36
(3) vr 5 o] 30
(¢) Missions by type
(1) Hel 148 197 329
(2) Support 58 62 16

be USLF:

(1) Tactical air was used in support of immediate requesta
and preplanned missions, Standard air request channels were used,

(2) Statistical Datat
(a) Missionsiv

Preplanned missions requested 30
Preplanned missions flown 26
Preplammed sorties 63
Imnedinte missions requested 1
Imediate missions flown -1
Immediate sorties 3
Combat proof missions requested 3
Combat proof Tissiocns flown 2
Cambat proof sorties flown 3

~ (b) Results of Tactical Adrs .
VG KBA (EST) 2

Structures destiroyed 4
Bunkors destroyed 21
Tronch destroyed (metors) 75
Secondary fires 9

ce Engincor Support:

(1) Threc engincer teams and one senior HCO worc attached °
to cach of tho 3d Brigadc's infentry battalions, On D-Day, the
3422 Inf air assaulted an grea west of the Saigon River. The 3/22
Inf secured a bridgohcad (XT459562) across the river, At 1100H
a CH=47 took off from Dau Ticng and initiascd tho air dolivery
of ongineor troops (1 sortic:) and LTR bridring (6 sortics)s These
sorties w "¢ comploted by 1150l elftcr sito rcconnaissance and  °
bank preparation (this strotch of the river had never been bridged)y
construction was initiated (1330H). The bridgo requircd 10 pontoons
and tho gap was 125 foot, The first vchiclc, an M-i13 from tho
2/22 Inf (M), to reach tho bridgo crossed it at 1617H, Tho bridge
was extractod the noxt morning, Betwoen 1050 and 1150H tho onginecrs

grd bridge were flown out of tho bridgehcad,
CONFIDENTIAL
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/3 (2) The lst Bde, 9th Div planned to placc 2 AVLB!'s aoroes
the Rach Sinh Doi (XT390628) and Suoi May Tau (XT397632), Thwy mare
unable to accomplish this due to high water and onomy minos oncountered,
On D+l the LTR used by O/4th Engrs was flown in far A/15 Engrs
reinforced by 1 platoon of C/4th Engrs, Tho LTR wns placed across the
Rach Sanh Doi on the evoning of Di1,- On Di2 a trostle and 2 dry spans,
airliftcd to 4/15 Engrs, wore usod to cross Suoi May Tau, The LTR
and the trestle and dry spans were oxtracted by lst plt, C/4th Engr
and 4/15 Engrs on 18 May, and were flown by CH-47 (12 sorties) back to
Camp Rainior, -

d. ‘ Army Aviationt

(1) Initiclly on 13 May tho 3/22 Inf was rirlifited to
XT4656 using 4 sortics from the 187th CAH Co and Co 4, 25th Aviation
Bn, 4 total of 4£9 versomnel, combat londed, wero lifted in less than
two hours, .

(2) The mocond 1lift wes conducted on 13 May by two CH-47's
from the 213th CASH Co, In soven soitios (one of persomnol, six of
bridge) they liftud an LTR (Light Tactical ‘l}aft) and one platcon of

engineors to XT459562, S

(3) On 14 Moy the LIR wns extrocteds Tho 162d CSH Co
lifted the bridge out and carriod it to a cressing sitc boing used
by the 1st Bdo, 9th Div, Tho 3/22 Inf used tho samc CH-47 with hoist
to extract wounded from an aroa where.tharo yus no landing ..me ior a
UHLD, The battalion was resupplied hy fropping C-ratfons from a UHLD.

, (4) On 15 May the 213th CSH Co 1ified ono babtery
of artillory from Dau Tdong (XT492473 ), Ton sorties wore used for tho
1ift and an.‘additionnl scvon sorties wero used for supply,

(5) On 16 May 2 UHLD's wero used to resupply tho 3/22 Inf
and six sorties by CH-47 wore usod to rosurply the 2/22 Inf (M), On tho

backhaul from 2/22 Inf (14) 270 bags of rico and gsven gows wero evacwated
to Camp Rainier (Dau Tieng).

(6) On 17 May routine resupply wes condusted for the
3/22 Inf by UHLD,

‘ ~ (7) The 24 Bde Avintion Sections supported Operatien
AHINA flying 219 sorties to complete 125 missions and carriod 167

" passengers, Thore are 13 mecdical ovacuation missions using 33 sorties
in the above totals, : '

" 8, (C) INTELLIGENCE:

a, Intelligenco concurning the Brigade TAOR for Operation
AHDA was obtained from 25th Divisiop G2, 3@ Brigade, 4th Infantry
Division 82, 4th MI Detachment, Tny Ninh Submsector, VR sightings
and past opcratioms, o _

be Infcrmation roceived indicated that there were a number
of base camps unlocated during Operction JUHCTION CITY, and #id8 . . -
area is considered to be one of the main junctions of northesouth

and east-west supply infiltration routes in War Zono C, Enemy wnits
belioved to be operating within the area were some wildentified clements
of the 7th NVA Division (XT4365), unidentified clements of one locel
force campany (XT4456) and a local guerrilla unit securing the supply
routos and caches, : 3

.+ . 6s 48 the oporation began forces were unopposed as thoy
started thoir search and destroy mission, -largo amounts of foodstuff,
particularly rice, were locatod along with livestock, Also located
were a groat number of well constructed bunkors, trench systems and
many huts, all of which wero destroyod. Tho polished ricc was ovacuated.
Captured documents confirmed eloments n;‘Grogpez Rear Scrvice operated

in the area, e
o)
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d, There wcre many modes of transportation discovered dwri ng
the operation, One sampan with USAID motor, Briggs and Straton was / ?1
located vic XT463559, Three truoks wero di‘eoverod, one burned

by a provious airstrike, the othor two were cvacuated to base camp,

The truck demolished by a previous sirstrike is considercd to have been

in use recently, the remaining two probably wore in use 6 to 8 months

agoe Also located were four bicycles and 20 1lbs of parts; two of the

bicycles wore rigged for haavy lqads,

e. On 16 May 1967 fortes located a weppons factory at
XT459598, Munitions found »$re 16,000 mine parts, 48 riflo gronades,
38 hand gronados and oquipmept to warufacture small arms, Documents
datod 1967 indlcatod that tho-site was subordinate to military wggion IV.

£, Tho following are the VC contacts made during Oporation
AHINA: On 14 Moy 1967 the 3/22 Inf vic XT443567 wade contact with
VC rosulting in 1 VC KIA (BC), 1 WIA (Poss) and 1 light nmachinogun
capturod, On 15 May 1967 3/22 Iaf vic XT425573 mado contact wi
a small VC foreco employing S4 and B~40's rusulting in 1 V€ KIA
and 1 AK-47 captured, Lator tho samo day 4/2/22 Inf (M) vic
XT454588 made contact with an estimated equad employing SA and
claymoroe mines, with unknown rosults, On 17 May 1967 contact was made
by bo*h 3/22 Inf and 2/22 Inf (M), Initial contact was medo by 3/22
Inf vic XT417628 with an unknown mmber of VC rcsulting in 5 VC KIA (BC),
3 AK-47 rifles and 1 B=40 AT weapon, 2/22 Inf (M) vie XT454636
encountered an ostimated reinforoed squad in well fortified trenchos
employong SA and B=40's resulting in dostruction of 2 APC's, VC
casualties wore unknown, In all of the engagements no unit identification
could be detcrmined,

9 (C) MISSDNs 3d Brigads, Lth Infantry Divisim in oonjunotion
1st Brigade, 9th Infantry Division was to conduwt offensive operations
to destroy VC/NVA foroes and installations in War Zeone C,

10, (C) OONCEPT OF OPERATION:

The 3d Bds, Lth Inf Div wae to omduct offensive opsraticons
employing two battalions in conjunchion with 1lst Bds, $th Inf Div,
-The operation was to be conducted in five phasest

: - & Phase I3 D-1, One battery 2/77 Arty moves overland to Tay

be FPhase IIt D=Day, H~How (130630H May 67), 2/22 Inf (M) was
to attack along AXIS SNAKE to engineer bridge site, cross Saigon River
and relieve 3/22 Inf of security of bridge site, 3/22 Inf was to conduot
airmobils assault from Camp Rainier to 12 HOOD (XTLE5565), secure the 12
and engineer crossing site, C/Lith Engr was to airlift one platoon and LTR
into position, remove the bridge upon completion of 2/22 Inf (i) orossing.

o, Phase III: D+l, 2/22 Inf (M) and 3/22 Inf were to conduct
S&D operations in zone toward PL BUSHMASTER., One btry 2/77 Arty was to
move by air to FSB FANG (Seo overlay),

de Phase IVs D#R, 2/22 Inf (M) and 3/22 Inf were to oantinus
3D operations in sane to PL BUSHA.STER, One btry 2/77 Arty was to -
halilift from Camp Rainier to FSB FANG.

e. Phase Vs 2/22 Inf (M) and 3/22 Inf were to oross PL " , . _ -
BUSHMASTER continue 94D in smone toward FL RATTLER, link up with elements’
of 1st Bde, $th Inf Div south of Huy 13. '

f, PFire Suppart: Teotiéal ar was on call, Direoct suppoart

artillery was provided by 2/T7 &r'tye * ' *

g Meforences: CONFIDENTIAL

OPORD 7=67, Hq 3d Bde, Lth Inf Div, dtd 10 May 1967,
FRAGO 1 to OFORD 7=67, dtd 12 May 1967.
FRAGD 2 t~ OFORD 7«67, dtd 16 May 1967
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% Chronalogical ,umarys
[3 ;44 - a, D-Day, 13May 1967t 2/22 Inf (M) moved overland do orossing
8ite of Saigon River, $%/22 Inf and C/4th airlifted to orcesing

site, enplaced LTR and all elements of the 2/22 Inf (M) crossod the
Saigon River by 1820H, Thore wag no enemy contact, however 3/22 Inf
fouwd 300 1bs cardite and one sampan with tools, gasoline, and motor in
tho vicinity of crossing site,

be D41, 1 May 1967s

(1) 2,22 Inf (M)s Companies A4S conductod S&D operetions in
sne and Co C along with Recon Platoon rrovided CP security, At O850H
Co B found a base camp at coord XT63571 containing 10 bunkers and 100
| metors of trench. At OSLBH at XT55567 Co A received SA fire from the

wost from an estimted e VC, Fire was retwned with nog results, At

1026H Co B found a smll base camp with five bunkors 61X8! at coord
XTU635T1e At 1237H the Bn CP displaced to a new site vic XTYT1577. At
13)5H Bn CP closed XT471577. At 1420H Co B found 1 huts with bunkers
wder thom, two bicycles and a few documonts at coord XTU65567. Tho huts
and bunkors were destroyed. At 1LLOH Co A found 3 VC trucks, one of which
had been destroyod by w. airstrilm, The other two trucks were evacuated,
At'1USTH at XT4S8575, Co A found 450=500 moters of trench with same ovorhead
oovar, six bunkers, seven huts and one small mess hall, All structwes
wore destroyed,

(3) 2/77 Artys A/f2/77 moved by convoy to FSE FANG,
Ce D2, 15 May 1967:

(1) 2/22 Inf (M)s Unhits condusted S&D operations in theix
respective areas, At OSLLH Co 4 found three graves which appearod to be
ono month old at XTh56578, At 1116H at XTL50580 Co A found 3,000 lbs of
bagged rice, 330 1bs bagged beans, two gxoarts and me empty 55 gal drums
At 1202H Co A at XTH50580 found dooumonts, taro bicycles, one classroom, one
rifls grenade, misc clothing, 300 rds 7,& ammo, onc box of plasm and -

50 1bs of polished ricos At 2500H Co A at XT,5u584 found a largo building

which ontained 12 five gallon cans of coconut oll, 30 two and ono=half

gal cans of beans and 20 1bs of polished rice, The rice was mildownd and

wag dostroyeds At 1625H at XTL56598 Co B found a VC body in & faxhale which
. was ostimted to be 3«li mnths old, At 1300H Co C had a tmining patrol

derart the perimter, At 1705H Oo C at XT455602 found ono mss hall

151X10¢, five huts 8tx101, €00 1bs of polished rice, ono AT mine, booby

taps throughout the areas ALl items were destroyed exespt tho rice which

was ecvacated,

(2) 3/22 Infs Bn oontinwd S&D operations in assignad sane
and at 1100H Co A mads contact with L VC, with following resilis:
1 VC KIh, a3 1 AK-li7 captured vic XTi25573, At 1630H the Bn ostatlishod
& night dofonsive perimster vic coord ATL09573.

(3) 2/77 aptys Ha 2/77 and B/2/77 airlifted to FSB FANG,
d. D+3, 16 May 19673

(1) 2/22 Inf (M)s Units conducted S&D in zono, At O730H

at XTL53590 Co A found seven cows which wore evacuated to the Bde 85,

T At 0945 Co A at coord XT4515%0 found 9 huts, 1 US hand gronade, and 1 US
set of fatigues, 1-81mm mtr rd that was booby trepped, 2 bicycles, 20
1bs of clothing, 5 1bs of docureats, 15 1bs of battories, 50 lbs of
peanuts, 9 1bs of peas and 200 lbs of ricee At 1130H Co A found fawo
bicyoles rigged for carrying equipment at coord XTL50590. At 1151H
Co B at coord XT)59595 found 7 bags of rice, some misc clothing, soap
and misc pots and pans, At 0905H Co C found 30 1bs of clothing, 150
M=16 rds, 180=,30 cal rds, one grenads and various bicycle partse At
1230H Co C found a booby trepped txonch system, 8 cases (550 rds ca),
of AKel;7 ammundtion &t coord XT452584, At LLSH Co C at coord XTh6LOST=
X466602 fomnd a larga base camp area, Items found wore threc RPG II rds,
15 rifle stooks, 7 AK-UT magaginas , onc 12 gauge shotgun, 8l rifle
grenades, 16 1bs gunpowder, 1 el ritle barrel, 38 frag grenades,
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3 Chdoam hand gronades, L M=79 gremades (US) ono smoko grenads (US), aw
trip flare (US), one claymore mine, ane IDT sproader, SKF manufaotized
goars, one metal laths (table siz,e’, miso machine parts, weapms parts
molds, 20 1bs of clothing, 10 lbs of dccuments, 10 1bs dried fish,

10 1ba of. polished rice, 8,000 mine adapters, 200 pistol barrels, 200
rds S84 ammo,100 £4 electrical cord, L5 £t steel cables, 20 coiled
springs and one single cylinder engine,

() 3/22 Infs Bn continued 34D operations until 14L3H
whon & bn night defensive perimeter was established vic coord XT23603.

(1) 2/22 Inf (M): thits omduwcted SLD in zone, At 1610H
a socend platoon of Oo B at XT5463T7 made contact with an estimated VO
reinforoed- squad, [he cnemy was woell dug in and employed RPG II
smll arms and autommtid® weapons fixe, The action resulted in 2 APCls
dostrayed, 1 AFC dam 'O T3 KIL and RL.US\WAA, At L728H at x1Tl54636
Co A's "maintsnanoe AFC dotonated ‘an AT mine resulting in 6 US WHA,

() 3/22 Inf: Bn oontinued S&D operations and at 0915H Go A
fomnd 12 ald bunkers vic coord XTU19411, At 133CH Co B had two heat
oasualties, Casulatiés woro sling-loaded from LZ at 1L10H by halicopber.
Oo A located and destroved L bunkers with overhoad covor vioc coord
XTL15627 at 1500H, At 15L5H the bn was halted when Co B made contnot with
approcdmtoly ons aquad of VC, Contact was brolon at 1710H with £ollowing
rosulte: 5 VC KIA (BC), 1 RRG rocket lawucher, 3 rifles captwred, 3 US
WIA (walking wounded), The bn swept north and reached LTL 13 at 1730H,
thon moved west along LTL 13 and ostablighed a night defonsive porimetor
vic ocoord XT351428, 0 ‘ i

fo  D+S, 18 May 19673

(1) 2/22 Inf (M)s At 0758H Co O doparted porimotor to start
olearing route to FSB FAMG ocooxrd XT3688627, At 10L5H at coord XT2263L an
APC from Oo A detonated an AT mino ocausing moderete damage to tho AFC
and nog casualtdes, At 112K Co B started receiving RFG II rds and 8\ fire
at XT413633, Two immediate airstrilms, and a light fire team were
employed and contact was broken, Action resulted in 1 U8 KIA and 2 US
WilAs .At 1315H all elsments of the In had closod FSB FANG at XT308627
and had assumd secwrity for the entire base,

62) 3/22 Infs At OSLSH thé bn moved by foot to FIB FANG
vic coord XT387623 and was helilifted from FSB FANG to Prek IZlol: vic coord

XT377787: The lst 1lift began at O730H an 3th (final 1ift) vas
complotod at 0930H, T}%&k}gi\&g&% con platden ioved to
vic coord XT232771 to Socure a possiblo FSB, Companies B and C romained
vio coord XT277767.
12, RESULTSs
8¢ US Lousess
(1) Personnels 21 WHA , 7 KIA, 1 DOV

(?) Equipments 2 AFC's dostroyed, 2 AICts damegods

/6

*  « o . -

be Enomy Loseaat | .
+ (1) Persomnel: 7 KBGF (BC), 2 KB\ (Poss), In addition 6 .
graveg wore Jooated in three separate locations, Three wore dug up and

appaared to have been ono t¢ four months 6ld or badly burned from an
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]7 " (2) Inemy Equipment Evacuateds

WEAFONS & AMMUNI TION FOOISTUFFS
3 ART 7650 1bs polished rdoce
1 SKS carbine ‘ ) 330 bags wnpolished rioe
1 RFG II rocket launcher (200 1b bag)
1 Chicom IMG, type 56 w/mgazine L 7 cows

and 100 rds amunition -
1 M«l rifle barrel, receiver group g MEDICINE
8000 btrass mine adapters . ' S :
8000 detcnator components ot 1 roll gauwze ¥ r .
100 foet eloctrical cord 6 btls toothache pd.].'l.s
200 smooth metal cylinders, belioved 1 bottle aspirin ‘

to be pistol barrels 3 btls misc pills & md..cine,

- type wilnown

{ER i .
s e g tAEiy iy e VoL Ty '] box powdered plam, US type
1 truok, Willys panel E , _
1 trwk, landrover type
70 1bs clothing
Miso machine parts, weapons molds
1 fire oxtinguisher w/IDT spray

] 1 single cylinder gas engine

20 springs, 3" in dameter 10" long

1 outboard engine, 9 HP Brigzs &
Stratton, ‘w/miss tools and spare parts

(3) Enemy Equipment Destroyed:

STRUCTURES e . ORDNANCE & MUNITIONS
£ huts (includes L kitchens & L 90 rifle grenades
classroons 63 frag grenades
42 bunkers w/ovorhoad covor 1), antd=tank mines
1200 reters trench w/faxholos 1 RPG II rd w/2 fuzes
18 howitzer rds, belioved to be
FOODSTUFFS _ Japeness packe=howlitger rds
1. 81m rd
‘Bin wnpolishod rico snxsrxst 100 rds +30 cal '
Bin wpolished rice 10'X5!X5! 150 rds 5.56m
Bin wnpolished rdpo 61X)1X2¢ . 4600 7,62 rds (short) Lar AXedi7
2300 1bs polished rice. 1400 7,8 rds misc size
§0 1bs peas, 15 rifle stocks .
1lbs peanuts gazinea, 30 rd "banana® clip
1 hog (killed by ai:'eg'ﬁms: 1 "LR.’? AK=47
. 3 quarts cooking oil " 1 shotgun
12 cans (5 gal ea) .coconut oil 8 1bs black powder
30 cans (2 ga oa) heans ‘ l Ma79 rds
: 1 trip flare (US)
OTHER - 1 anti=personnel mine 8% dlameter
6 CBU bomblets
1 truok 3/4T dodge, WA II typs 300 1bs cordite .
. (damaged from previous airstrile) 5 casings for shape ‘chargo
Numerous pots and pans, oooking 9 60mm mtr rds -
S u‘l‘ﬂnﬂfh 1 shape charge, 10 b
g fish nets y 15 lbs batta"xd.ca )
biocyvles w/misc repair parts 1 metal lathe
2 sampans ' Lidrum, 55 gal
1 winoh w/30! cabls
2. harmnocks: !
2 gal gasoline )
1 gal kerosens.
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33, AIMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:

a. Porsonnel: The Sl Section operated from Camp Rainiey w.l.ﬂx
reparts being sent directly to Camp Rainier,

be Supplys Operation AHINA was sup;orted from Dau Tisng without
any gignificant difficulties encowntereds Aerial resupply was the iimiry
mothod used and continues to bo suitable for operations of this mature,

Ce Maintepances There were no serious maintenance problems
during this cperation, :

de Status of Each Class of Supply:

(1) 4 ten day stockage of C Patians and cne day of 4 . -
Ratims were mintained at the FSE (Spb Bn).

(2) Class IIIs

MOGAS 5 days
JR 5 days
AVGLS 10 chya
Dlesel 5 da

(3) Claes V: Battalions and separate units maintain thoir
basic load plus ASR items in accordance with curront directives,

0o Modical: Casualties wore evacuated by helicopter to Dau
Tieng o Tay Ninh,

* s SPECIAL EQUIPMENT & TECHNIQUESs

A light tactical raft (LTR) was emplaced on an unprepared site
afide securing it with' infantry airlifted into the area, The far side
af the river (no I1Z) was sectred by infantry troops crossing with rubber
boats, Tho tridging and enginecr porsomnel were lifted into the site by
CHi7s The btridge was emplaced with no difficulty and an entire
mochanized infantry battalion was across thoe river in less than eight
hows from the landing of the Lridging platoon. The only recornaissanco
rodd of the area was made by air, The dotailed and accurets analysis
of the' torrein and careful preloading of the bridging elements proved
to the solution . quickly emplacing a bridge, The bridge was than
dismntlsed and extracted by CHT mking 1% wecessary to secure the
aroa of crossinge A4All troops then participat.ed in the attack into
oneny areas,

15. commnms AJALYSTSs

ae Operation AHINA is considored a success primarily as a result
of the vast quantities of cnery medaw#al and equipment captured and
dostroyed, Intelligence had indicated ﬂnt the area had long been an
aroa of VO supply activity and a mejor route of supply for wits in
e Zme C; By disrupting tho means of transport (sampans and truoks)’
and captwring much of the stores futwre VC cperations will be hinderode
The large quantities of good Chicom weapcns and muniticns found indicates
et .the VC continue to be well supplied in this respect, probably from
northorn War Zone C and Cambodia, ill evicence indicated that only
rico .and foodstuffs, as opposed to weape:s and munitdons, are being
tmnapor'bed from the Saign River and adjacant arcas,

b Iessons Learnedt CONFIDENTIAL

- (1) Itemx Digssemination of Intelligonce.

@mmimi During the operetion a mechanized platoon on
a rocomn:l.asamo mission wis ambushed with RPG II and automatis weapans
rosulting in 7 US KIA, 22 U3 WHA, 2 /ARC!s destroyed, and 1 ARC damgods
The following day the 32 xecoived an jntolligence document dated four
days carlior glving anesy wit Jocations and including an enery -
regimantal size ferce located arpradmtaly atyo' dlometers north of a
proposod ; 8its, Had this ipnformtdon beoa recoived earlier a
dismomnted rifle Co wou'4 have heen given the recmnaissance rdssion,
thoreby possibly avold. | or rodm “the offect of the  scessful
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Ctscrvations Immediato dissemination of intelligence
information is vital to successful exploitation,

(2) Items Heat Exhaustion,

Disoussions The oombination of rough terrein and stoady
movemnt during Operation AHINA oauscd scveral cascs of hoat exhauwstion,
particularly among men carrying the PRC 25 radio.

Observations In addition to tho usual procaukions
againgt hoat oxhaustion it is advisable to alternato porsonnel cartying
mdios and other hoavy loadse

(3) Item: Radio Communicationse

Discussions Range of the PRC 25 radio is reduced .
oonsiderably when used with short antonm wnder hoavy jungle canony, This
1s especially ceritical for artillery forward observers moving with ground
wiitse

Observationg A continuous airborne radio relay is the best
way to insure rcliable communications with direct support artillery,.
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0'( / HEADYWARTERS
25TH AVIATION BATTALION (INF DIV)
APO SF 95225

AVDCAVB-C 5 June 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operatinns After Acticn Report (U)

TO= Commanding General
25th Infantry Division
ATTN: AVDCMHD
APO 96225

(U) 1Identity of Operation: Operation Ahina.
. (U) Dates of Operation: 13-18 May 1967.
(U) Iocation: Binh Duong and Tay Ninh provinces.

(U) Control or Command Headquarters: 25th Infantry Division.

woE W oo

. (U) Reporting Officer: LTC William A. Bearden, Commanding Cfficsr
25th Aviation Battalion

6. (C) Task Grganizations
a. Csntrol Headquarters: Headquarters 25th Aviation Battalion.
b. Assigned:
Co A, 25th Aviation Battalion
Co B, 25th Aviation Battalion

c. Other Units Under 25th Aviation Battalion Control for Portions
of the Operation:

187th Aviation Company (-) APO 96216
116tk Aviation Company (-) APO 96353 ,

7. (U) Supporting Forces: N/A
8. (U) Intelligence: N/A

9. (U) Mission: The 25th Aviation Battalion (+) provided aviatien
support to the 25th Infantry Division during the conduct of Operation Ahina
to include airmobile combat assaults, aerial resupply, command and control
aircraft, aerial reccunaiooan

) b EJ
sapport. - | ' z DOWNATADED LT 8 Uik INTOnY ALY
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lo. (C) Concept of Operation: 25th Aviaticn Battalion with 187th
Aviation Company (-) and 116th Aviation Company (~) attached was to
conduct airmobile assaults for; 3/22 Infantry Battalion from Dau Tieng
air?ield to LZ Knox (X7T468567); A Company, 115th ZEngineer Battalion from
PZ {(XT266691) to LZ Fang (XTA455620); 36+th ARVN Ranger Battalion from PZ
(XT269491) to LZ Campbell (XT3856185 cn 13 May 1967. After completion
of alrmobile assaults 25th Aviation .Dattalion was to furnish direct support
cf Operation Ahina as required. This included resupply, command and control,
med evac, firefly, and sunship suppcrt. The overall controlling head-
quarters for the aviation support during Operation Ahina was the 25th
Aviation Battalion.

11. (C) Execution:

a. The 25th Aviation Battalion and supporting units lifted 3/22
Infantry Battalion into LZ Knox and A Co, 115th Engineers, and the 36th ARVN
Ranger Battalion into LZ Fang on 13 May 1967. First lift started at 0735~
last 1lift completed at 1340.

b. B Company 25th Aviation Battalion provided '“Firefly" support
for the 3rd Brigade 4th Infantry Division for the duration of Operation
Ahina. Firefly operations were planned to interdict enemy 10C's. However
due to poor weather all but one mission was aborted. B Company 25th
Aviation Battalion also provided one UH-1C Light Fire Team in support ef
the lst Brigade 9th Infantry Division throughout Operation Ahina.

12. (C) Results:
a. No friendly aviation personnel were wounded in action.

b. No VC were killed or captured by aviation elements.
13. (C) Administrative Matters:
a. Supply; Adequate
b. Maintenance  Adequate
c. Treatment o casualties and evacuation and hospitalisation; N/A
d. Transportation: N/A
e. Cammﬁnications: Adequate
f. Medical evacuation: N/A

14. (U) Special Equipment and Techniquess. UH-~1C Light Fire Team was
successfully used to screen an open flank. Although this involved con-
siderable flying time and netted no VC casualties this technique was suc-
cessful in preventing an enemy attack on one exposed flank.
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15. (C) Commenders Analysis and Recommendations:

a. Tactical operation: No difficulty was encountered with any
phase of combat airmobile operations during Operation Ahina.

b. Anxial resupply: Adequate

— 1/
44 M/,r ﬂm/w{

WI AM A, BEARDEN
LTC

~ Commanding
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