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SECURITY
MARKING

The classified or limited status of this repoint appli;s
to each page, unless otherwise marked.
Separate page printouts MUST be marked accordingly.

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18,
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794, THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF

{Xﬁ CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED.PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi-
aitely related government procurement operation, the U. S. Government
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
or perm;551on to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that
may in any way be related thereto.
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310
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4 ... . DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
EEADQUARTEPS 4ST BATTALION 40TH ARTILLERY

. AP0 San Francisco 96269

N ol

IR A

9 ingust 1967

SUBJECT: Operation Repcrt for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1967.
{RCS CSFOR-65) (U)
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104 3ee Distribution
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SECTION I SIGNIFICANT UNIT ACTIVITIES
; ‘ 1. (C) General

e LR

a. The battalion remains under the operstional control of the
12th Reziment, 3d Marine Division. Continually operating with only one
firing baettery at the bettalion base camp in the Dong Ha Combat Base near
the Demilitzrized Zone, the battalion has continucd to provide intense
: volunes of artillery fire for supported units throughout Quang Tri Province
? end in defense of the Dorg Ba Combat Base. A1 firing batteries have dis-
3 placed from base cemp for various periods of time on direct support or
reinforcing missicns., The battery remaining in base cenp has been in
‘ general support of the 3d Marine Division with direct support cf small
\ unit operstions from the base canmp position for shert periods. The battslion
E

22

rop R AEc

has provided exrtillery fire support for the following units: 1abt and
2d ARVN Reginments; ARVN hirborne Tesk Force; 23 and 3d Battalions, 3d
Manrc Reginent; 1st, 2d, 3d Battelions, 9th Marine Reginent; 1st Bat-
‘ talion, 26th Marme Regiment; 3d Recotnnaissance Battelicn, 3d lerine
i Division; several Combined iction Cempanies, and many conveys moving
{
t

AT

between various areas.

b, Large numbers of North Vietnamese regular arny troops are
still being found throughout the battelion's area of operation, Quang Tri
Province, =2nd in the Demilitsrized Zone. During early July it was reported
| by intelligencc sources that there were 17,300 NVA operating in Quang Tri
1 Province. Viet Cong activities have alsc scntimed. The frequency of U.S.

| Merine and #RVN operations have increase¢d and peny of these operations
8 ' have been of multi-battalion sizc. The large nulti-battelion operations

f heve involved both ARVN amd U.S., Marine Infantry units. Battalion fcrward
3 observers have accompanied infantry units during the conduct of many of
: ' these operetions working with beth Marine end SRVN units; varicus firing
batteries have sssisted the infentry by delivering the necessery srtillexry
k firepower. The battalion eir cbservers, however, have <btrined very
little flizht time in the passt three months.

RNt s A e O

c. During the last three nonths the Deng Ha Combat Base received

Ew incoming portar, rocket and avtillery fire <n mumercus cccesicns. On 8

F May 1967 the Dong He. Ccmbat Base recrived spproximstely 300 rounds of 140mzn
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rocket fire during the early mcrning hours; 150 of the rockets landed in or
nesr the bgttalion aream, This attack was part of coecrdinated attacks on
Cen Thien ?YD 114702), Camp J.J. Carroll (YD 061545) and Gic Linh (YD 215
740). Yo casualties were sustained by battalicn personnel anmd ne signif-
lcant damage to battalicn cquipment resultei. From accurate intersections
obtained by the use of the "whiz wheels” in perimeter bunkers and B.C.
sccpes in observation towers, end grids scnt by CMR (radar), aceurate
location cf the rocket launcher pesitions were detemmined ard counter
rocket fires were delivered immediately by Battery 4 frow the Dong Ha
Combat Base camp amd Battery C from a position north of Cam Lo (YD 146616).
L total of 307 high explosive and 47 white phesphorcus rcunds were fired
by the two batteries cn the rocket sites. On 49 May 1967 a Combined
leticon Company operating immediately cutside the compound received
twenty-five; 82nm enemy mortar rcunds in their positions no rounds landed in
the battalion area. Counter mortar fires on a grid reported by radar were
fired with results unknown. ’

On 18 May 1967 et 0324 hours the Dong Ha compound was again the victim
of attacky the volume of enemy fire was intense with approximately 100
rcunds in or near the battelion area. A total of appreximately 300 rockets,
mcetly 140nmy were fired into the complex during this period. Immediately,
counter rocket fires were delivered on grids reported by radar and by
azimth intersection from the perimeter bunkers and observstion towers.
4 total of 284 hish explosive and 27 white phosphorous rcunds were fired on
rocket positions by Battery 4 at Dong Ha and 141 high explosive rounds were
fired by Battery C from their Cam Lo pcsition. The follcwing merning dansge
assessment revesled one 5 ton diesel tenker was a total loss, two 1/4 ton
jeeps amd one 1/4 ton trailer were demaged, and several other vehicles and:

several tents received fragmentation damage; however there were nc casu-
alties in the battalion.

In the early merning of 21 May the ARVN compcund near the battalion
bese ccmp erea wes mertered; immediately counter mortar fires were delivered
by the battalicn in support of the ARVN's., These iumediste ccunter mortar
fires were possible through o rapid end accurate lccation of the mortar
position by the counter merter rader in the battalion area. The mortars
were silenced. Later, in the evening of the ssmé day, the combat base
received a few incoming mertar rounds froax o different location. Counter
mortar fires were once agein delivered cn the enemy baseld on a grid deter-
mined once agein by the counter mortar radar. None of the incoming
rounds fell in or very near thé battelion base camp erea.

Yn 3 July 1967 the Deng Ba Coubat Base was teken under eneny 122m
artillery fire for the first time., Bettery C fired ccunter bettery fires
on suspected positions; the total number of artillery rcunis firel at the
base was undetermined. The next day five slditicmal 122mn artillery reunds
were fired at the Dong Ha airfield; cn 6 July 1967 in the early morning
hours and once again in the late afterncen epproximetely forty 130mm and 122am
artillery rounds were fired on the base with & few rcunds impecting in the
battelion oreas Based on azimuth intersection frem the vericus observation
towers anl spottings By air observers, counter battery fires were delivered on
the eneny srtillery positicns with excellent target coveerage, to date no
moxe srtillery rounds have been fired from the lcecation.s fired upcn.

Rumeroue cesuslties were sustained by persommel in the Dong Ha Combat Base

during these artillery sttacks;however ncne were member-w of this organi-

zation anl there wus nc dsmage tc battalion equipment. °
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CONFIDENTIAL _ _.

Firing from the Demilitarized Zcne, the NVA shelled the base again cn
8 Jaly 1967 with twelve 130mm rounds; no damage or casualties occured in the
battalion.

4t 0155 hours on 10 July 1967, the Tong Ha Combat Base was rocketed
once gzain. HMost of the incoming 140mm rcckets impacted in or near the
battalicn aves. Rapid azimuth intersecticon from '"whiz wheels" in the
perigeter bunkers and from the observation tower personnel enabled
impediate and accurate lccation of the rocket sites. The rocket pesi-
ticns were rapidly taken under fire by Battery A. The rapid delivery of
artillery fire on these rocket positions greatly reduced the cnemy rocket
delivery potential and only 21 rounds were received in or near the battelion
area. A Battery fired 303% HE rcunds, and one howitzer frcm B Battery and
one frem ¢ Battery remaining in base canp fired 76 and 20 HE rounds
regspectively at rocket positions. Ieter surveillance revealed 24 eneny
KIA et the rocket pcsiticns. Damoge to equipment and vehicles was
light and the battalion suffered 13 minor casualties. DIuring the pericd
26-28 July 1967 the Dong Ha Ccmbat Bsse received enemy artillery fire cn
14 cccasions. Counter battery fires were delivered by Battery A almost in
every insgtance with good results. The enemy artillery pesition, 152mn,
hes been silenced and the combat base has no longer received artillery
fire from this positicn. N¢ damage or casualties were from this unit.

d, The 12th Merine Regimental Commender fired the 150,000th
round to be expended by the battalicn's firing batteries since the
battalicn errived in Vietnam in late October 1966, The rcund was fired
from A Battery's positicn in base cemp on 11 July 1967. is of 31 July
1967 the battzlion has fired 175,301 rcunds since erriving in Vietnss.

e. Ixtremely heavy emphasis is being placed cn camp cinstpucticn.
4s in the past, ccnstruction hes been principally in the arece of additicnal
fortifications in the battery areas for personnel and smmunition pretection.
The firing battecries away from base cemp nn operations_ alsc are emphesizing
the immediete construction of strcng and Adursble personnel bunkers as soon
as possible efter occupation of the position area. 4 new S2/ s3/fire
direction/message center bunker has been ccmpleted and .has been vpera-
tional since 18 May 1967. A communicetion center bunke:r has recently
been ccmpleted. Heavily fortified end undergrcund bunkers provide pro-
tection for perscnrel and cnable efficient and effectiwve operation at all
times and under all circumstances, Perscnnel bunkers heeve been emphe-

sized in the battery arees and meny alditicnal end mere durable bunkers
have been exrected.

f. Steff visits t: all betteries have remaineed c:ntinucus 2nd
to insure a high degree of combat readiness ccmmand ins;pections end visits
ere made by the battalion ccmmander. Tae ennuel genersil's inspection for
this battalion began cn 31 July and terminated 4 Mugust . The battalion
obtained an overgll rating cf outstanding fcr this inspecticn.

&+ The high burst methcd cf registration is still being used by
the battalion to register its firing batteries. .\l charges are atteupted
tc be registered with the exception of charge 2. Registraticns are con-
ducted north and scuth and wind cards are used for cimputaticn of GFT set-
tings im directions cther than the registration directisn. All registroticns

3
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are conducted during a period when a concurrent metro is available sc that
it ¢an be gpplied to registration data in order to obtain the best possible
GFT settings., letro messages have continued to be received three tises
daily, and are computed imrediately upon receipt to update GFT settings sc
that the best available data is always fired. Xigh burst registrations
have been conducted using the flash base method and radar concurrently.

2, (U) Intelligence

a. Counter intelligence security iixspection of unit held 12 June
1967 by 55th ML Det. First since unit arrived in country.

b. Custodial transfer of classified documents effected 29 July
1967. . ]

3. (C) Operations and Training Activities
a. Plans, Current plans for the battalion are:

(1) To provide artillery support in defense of the Dong
Ha Combat Base located at grid YD 226598.

(2) "o be prepared to move firing batteries to any location
in Quang Tri Provirce to provide artillery fire support where needed.

(3) To provide one firing battery for direct support of
the Composite. Artillery Battalion located at Gio Linh, (YD 214734) for .
an indefinite period.

(4) To provide one firing battery for direct support of the

3d Battalion, 2d Regiment, 3d Msrine Division located in the vieinity of
the "Rock Pile" (XD 982542).

(5) To conduct training as outlined by USARV, I FFORCEV
and I FFORCRV /xrtillery training directives and to inswre that all units

have sufficient section training to insuwre all individuals arc knowledge-
able in ell facets of their jobs.

(6) To continue cemp corstruction with heavy emphasis on
fortification.

(7) To provide administrative control and limited opera-
tional control of 235th and 238th Reder Detachments which are to provide
counter mortar cepability for the Dong Ha Bese and Composite Artillery

Battalion at Gio Iinh (YD 215740) by alternating the detachments at each
location for 30 day periods,

b. Operstions.

(1) This bettalion has continued to provide direct, rein-
forcing, and general ertillery suoport since arriving in Vietnam in Oct-
ober 1966, The battelion continued to provide artillezy five support in
Operstion Prairie IV until it terminated on 31 May 1967. Battexry C pro-
vided extremely heavy volumes of artillery fire in support of Operation
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Hickery which began 17 May 1967 amd concluded 28 May 1967. A Battery
participated in Operation Highrise from 5 June 1967 until 5 July 1967,

C Battery is currently vroviding artillery fire in Operation Highrise.

The entire battalion during different time periods supported Operation
Cicmeron vhich remained in effect from 1 June 1967 to 2 July 1967, then
Operation Buffalo which commenced 2 July 1967 and ended 14 July 1357. Fire
support for Operation Hickory II was provided from 14 July 1967 until 16
July 1967 when the operation terminated. The battslion is currently pro-
viding ertillery support for Operation Kingfisher which began 16 July

1967 and Operstion Bighrise which has been in effect for several months.

(2) Battery 4 remained at its Quang Tri City position until
8 May 1967 (YD 338532) providing direct support for the 1st Battalion, 9th-
Regiment, 3d Marine Division conducting operations in the vicinity of Quang
Tri Gity. The battery also provided fires for the protection of the city.
Battery A rcueined under the operational control of this headquarters. #n
effective H&I progrem for the protection of Qiang Tri City was developed:
and fired nightly. Various targets were taken under fire by the battery
such as sugpected and confirmed Viet Cong positions, mortar positions, Viet
Ccng in tho open, spotter rounds, night defensive firey and area illuminsaticn.
Vne wmission fired on VC in the open resulted in 23 confirmed cnemy KIA's
from the artillery fire delivered on target by the battery. The battery also
supported several recon teams from the 3d Reconnaissence Battelion, 34
Mgrine Division amd provided necessary artillery fire support for the
duration of their missions. The battery was released from this opera-
tion cn 8 May 1967 and returned tec base camp at Dong Ha and once sgain

assumed a gonerel support mission for the 3d Marine Divisionj operstionel
centrel continued under this hezdguarters.

(3) Battery B remeined at the "Rock Pile" (XD 982542) under
operaticnal control ¢f the 1st Battelion, 12th Merine Regiment with direct
support tc the 3d PBattelion, 3d Regiment, 3d Marine Division es the-
battery's zission. The battexy provided direct support for patrols, platecn
size and codpeny size operaticns by the 3d Bettelion, 3d Marines. On
severel occesions one or twe platucns of howitzers digpleced to Ce Iu
(YD 014455) to provide artillery support for conveys meving to and frea
Khe Sanh and to support company size operastions by the suppsrted infantry
unit in the Ba Iong Velley near Ce Iu. The positicn area ot the "Rock
Pile" plays an integrel pert in the defensive plan fr the infantry bese
at the "Rock Pile" by providing H&X fires in the area, finsl prutective
fires, and observed missicns frcm forward observers accupying observation
posts cn the "Rock Pile™ and on "Razorback Ridge" (XD 968568). Frcm the
"Rock Pile" positicn erea B Battery has provided the axtillery fire support
neces:zary for neny recormgissance tesus to acccsplish thcir siissicns. These
recun teams from the 3 Reccnneissance Battalion, 3d lMarine Divisicn have
provided severel lucrative targets for the battery to fire uopon., The
battery =lso provided a heevy vclume of ertillery fire in support of Cemp
J.J. Carrell (YD 061545) when the camp was placed under heavy enemy rocket
attacks The various targets engaged by the battery have been es follows:
enemy observation posts; night defensive and final protective fires; con-
firmed and suspected enemy movement, artillery, mortar, and rocket positizns;
entenatic weapons positions, enemy bunkers and fexhcles; and VC/NVA in the
open. On S June 1967 the battery fired two beehive rcumds for training
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burpcsesy ~ne round was fired muzzle acticn, the other with a fuze setting
for a down renge burst. Both rounds functioned as expected and the target
erea was well covered by fleshettes in both c&ses.

(4) On 8 hey Battery C displaced from its base camp posi-
ticn at Dong Ha te grid (YD 222677) appreximately mid way between Dong He
erd Gio Linh (YD 215740) to previde general support for .the Compogite
értillery Battelion at Gic Linh. The bettery provided fire support upen
request from the Composite irtillery Battaliocn on numercus’ tergets ond
fired in several final protective fires for the Gio Linh compourd. With
the contimal threet of an attack on the battery by cne cr seversl cf the
four Viet Cong battalions operating near the battery positicn ares, the
battery displaced to grid (XD 219659) amd contimed its mission. Throughout
the time the battery wes in these twc position areas, perscnnel centimally
improved emd fortified the arsa. On 15 May 1967 C Battery moved to a
pesition near Cam Lo ts participste in Operation Bickory.

(5) € Battery aisplaced to a position north of Cam Lo (YD
146616 ) on 15 May 1967 to provide artillery fire support for Marine infantry
units invelved in operation Hickory. Operaticnal control of the battexry was
transferred to the 1st Battalion, 12th Parine Regimeént ond the battery wes
Pleced in direct support of the 1st Battalion, 9th Regiment, 3d Marine
Division; howsver; the following day the battery's mission was changed
to reinforcing the fires of the 1st Battalion, 12th Marine Regiment and the
battery was placed in direct support of the 1st Battalion, 9th Regiment,
3d Marine Division; however, the follewing day the battery's migsion was again
chenged to reinforcing the firesg of the 1st Battalion, 12th Marine Eegiment
with operational control returning to this heedguarters. When Opexation
Hickory comuenced cn 17 May 1967, the battery begsn delivering extremely
intensive wlumes of ertillery fire for the 1st and 54 Battalions, 9th
Regiment, and the 23 Battelion, 26th Regiment, all of the 3d Marine
Division, In support of Operation Hickory the battexy fired 19017 high
explosive rounds, 506 white phosphorous rounds, and 307 illuminaticn rounds
on 348 observed and 535 unobserved missions, The different types of targets
included preparation fires; spotter roundis; bunker amd foxhcle conplexes;
worter, ertillery and rocket positions; blocking fires; ares illuminstion
end night defensive fircs; and on enemy troops. On 23 May 1967, Buldha s
Birthday, with a czese fire in effect for the Vietnamese celebration of
the holiday, Pattery C was directed to break the ceage fire and deliver
fire on a large RVL force which was In the process of ettacking a company
of the 34 Battslion, 9th Merine Kegiment. The fire wes centinuous until
contact was broken., The battery delivered counter rocket fire for Camp
J.Jd. Carroll (i 061545) and the Dong Ha Combat Base during rocket attacks
on the two arcas. On 27 May 1967 the battery received 5 incoming 81mm
morter riunds which impected immediate).y cutside the positicn area; no
cagualties were received by the battery and there was no dspage, On 2 June .
1967 the batltery fired 2 beehive rounds for training purposes. Both rcunds
functicned preperly giving cutstanding ccverage of target. Operation
dickory ended on 28 May 1967, but the battery remained at its position
until 5 June 1967 to cover the movement of friendly trecops cut of the
operational area. Operati:n Hickory resulted in 353 confirmed and 524
probable enemy KIA and netted 142 detainess. The battery returned tc base
camp at Dxng Ha on 5 June and assuaed the nissicn of general support
of the 3Q Merine Division, operaticnal contrel reraining with this hende =
querters,

CONFIDENTIAL e

——]




AL B e Sl ot s

~

-
DN ——y A

o S S| oo, “inb o, St s s Aol Dt

_CONFIDENTIAL

(6) On 5 June 1967 4 Battery displaced frum the base camp
at Dong Ha ont move to Gic Linh (YD 215740) to provide direct suppert fov
the Comprsite Artillery Battalion at Gic Linh., Operaticnal contrel was
assigned to the Composite irtillery Battalion. Immediately after arrival
in the Gio Link compound the battery began extensive inmprovement of the
position, primarily in the arca of protection fer perscnnel ard equipment.
Extensive and conplete fortification in the area is gbsclutely necessery
becsuse the area is continuglly receiving enemy artillery ani mortar fire.
The battery centinually fircel uncbserved and cbserved missicns into the
Demilitarized Zone and into Nerth Vietnam. During the period 6-8 June
1967 inclusive the battery delivered a hcavy volume of fire and received
credit for 42 confirmed ard 13 probable enemy KI4, damaging or destrs ,ymg
several hcuses and buildings, sampans, and bunkers., During the three day
period 17-19 June 1967 4 Battery had another extremely successful period
of firing being credited with 9 confirmed end 25 probable enemy KIs, 16
sempens destroyed and severel others damasged, several buildings, huts, and
ertillexry positions destroyed. Because of the heavy volume of artillexy
and mertar fire received by the Gic Linh complex daily the battery dis-
placed seversl times to areas near the Gio linh compound. These woves
vere Cesigme? to cenfuse the enemy as to where the bettery weuld be lceated
Auring thet particular day end to cut down on the number of inccming rounds
iizpacting in the Gio Linh compound. A Battory while in direct support of ths
Compusite Artillery Battalicn fired 3662 nigh explosive, 44 illuminating
end 374 white phosphcrous rcunds cn eneny targets. The batbtery received
a few ainer casuelties from artillery and mortar fragments; none were
sericus, The battery's howitzers and several vehicles receiv-d mincr
damage from fragments. During the pericd the battery was cperating at
Gio Linh it was credited with 104 confirmed anl 57 probable enemy KIi,

25 enemy WI4, 19 sempans destroyed end several cthers Asmaged, cne bridge
destroyed, 17 %vildings destrcyed end #5vedditicnal buildings demeged, cne
anti aircreft pogitinn and 2 mortar positions destrryed, and severel
bunkers and trench complexes destroyed, or dameged. On 5 July 1967 the
battery returncd to base camp at Dong Ha, operational control wes returned
to this headquecrters, and the battory's assigned mission was genersl
support of the 31 Marine Divisicn. Irmmediately efter arriving at Dong Ha,
the battery destroyed two NVA ertillery positions. Iwring cne of the

missions fired at NVA artillexry positicns, 25 seconlary explcsions were
observed.

(7) On 5 June 1967 C Battery displacei from its base
ormp position at the Dong Ha Combat Base and moved to Gio Linh (YD 215740)
te relieve battery & which returned to base camp. C Battery assumed the
mission of direct support of the Composite srtillery Batteljon at Gio
Linh with aperational centrol bei ing transferred to the Ccmposite frtillexry
Battalion from this hesdquerters. The battery cintimed tc improve the
position at Gio Linh; emphasis on area improvement has been pleced on
structures providing protection for perscnnel anl equipment., During this
period the battery has fireld missions in suprort of Gpexration Highrise,
Hickory II, Buffalo, and Kingfisher enl currently the battery is giving
artillery support in Operntion Highrise end Kingfisher., A lerge veriety
of tergets have been fired upon since the battexy reved to Gic Linh.
These tergets include missions cn enecy trocps; automatic weapons positions;
enti~aiveraft poaitmns; SiM sites; suspected and azctive artillery and morter
positicngs bridges and mumerous other enemy structuwreg such as tranch lines,
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bunkers; buildings, and huts; and missions on VC/NVA resupply boats and
supply points. These targets have been fourd in different places; missions
have been fired into Forth Vietnam, South Vieinam, and into the Demilitarized
Zone. During the period 6-10 July 1967 the battery provided artillery

fire on several lucrative targeis resulting in the battery receiving credit
for 30 confirmed znd 17 probable enemy KIi, 22 enemy structures destroyed
and geverel dzmaged. During this three day period the battery was also
credited with destroying one NVA howitzer and slso caused numerous
secondary explosions and fires. Froa 24-29 July 1967 the battery had another
successful period of firing resulting in 22 confirmed and 48 probable VC/
KVA KI4 along with destroying 13 enemy structures and damaging 7 others.
Several other targets engaged resulied in secondary explosions and fires.
On occasion the battery displaced from the Gio Linh compound and moved

to position area ocutside the compound during daylight hours to attempt to
decrease the ~olume of enemy srtillery fire into the Gio Linh compound
during daylight hours. The battery returned tc the compound at night. On
10 July 1967 the battery fired counter rocket fire in support of the Dong
Yg Combat Dase and essisted in suppressing the rocket fire. During the
period 5 July - 31 July 1967 Battery C fired 14,279 high explosive rounds,
517 white phosphorous rounds snd 143 illuminating rounds in support of

the Composite Artillery Ba:italion. These rounds were fired on 297 un-
observed ard 160 observed missions and H&I fires. For this period the
battery has been credited with 59 confirmed and 111 probsble enemy KIi's.
It is anticipated thet B Pattery will relieve C Bettery at Gio Linh on

7 tugust 1967,

(8) The 235th Radar Detachment arrived at the Iong He
Combat Base on 1 kay 1967 to provide counter mortsr radar capabilities
for this area. The 238th Radar Detachment errived sz few days later on
9 May 1967 giving additional counter mortar rader capability. Both rader
sections were plzced under administrative control of this headyuarters and
operational corntrol was given to the 12th Marine Regiment, 34 Merine
Division, but in ectuslity smch of the operationazl responsibility wes
taken by this battalion. Shortly after both radars arrived one section
moved to Gio Linh (YD 215740) for counter mortar radar support for the
Composite rrtillery Battalion loczted at Gio Linh. The radars heave
been working on a 30 day roteticnel basis between Iong Ha and Gio Linh.
The reders have been successful in loceting enemy morter positions and
have enebled counter morter fires to be delivered rapidly. At tines
the ralsrs have algo bcen successful in locating rocket end ertillery
positions which were actively firing intc Gio Linh or Dong Ha, even

though the rader is not designed to pick up weapons with these types
of trajsctories.

(9) The bettalion hgs ceontinued tc send sut sgued size
patrols five days each wzek. Ths mission of these patrols is to report
any unusuel cccurences or evidence of snemy activity and to éisrupt
eneny preparations for portsr attacks near the Dong Ra Corbat Bese. In
addition, thrce perscns are provided nightly to the regimentzl ambush

patrol, set out to give early warning of grcurd attack. Thus fer, these
patr:ls heve nrede no contact with the enemy.

CONFIDENTIAL .. F

FR




v = e en e e

e g, o+ v s e =

CONFIDENTIAL

(10) The battalion survey sectiom nad techecked the survey
data for the Dong Ma Combat Base and has surveyed all perimeter defense
bunkers on the battalion perimeter. The survey perties have also been
employed on many occasions to conduct necessery observetion for high burst
registrations for both the battery loceted in base camp end the battery
located at the "Rock File" (XD 982542). The battalion survey section
assisted a distence messuring equipment teem from the 8th Terget icquisi-
tion Battalion, 26th 4rtillery in perforiing connection survey between the
following locationss Quang Tri City (YD 338532), Cua Viet (YD 335705),

Con Thien (YD 114700), and Gio Linh (YD 215740). Survey was also completed
by the distance measuring equipnent unit for the Marine artillery positions
at Khe Senh (XD 844417). Several points along Eighway 1 between Dong Ha
and Gio Lirk and between Tong Ha end ‘wang Tri City have been surveyed

for the purpose of establishing survey control in this area for future use,

Survey control points were also established along Highway 9 from Dong Hp
to Khe S&nho

c. Training: The battslion is continuing to corduct trasining on

a daily basis., During this 92 day period, training of some type was conducted

on 80 days, ciphasis being placed on perimeter defense, fire direction tech-
niques, firing battery procedures ard crew served and individual weepons.
Femilierization firing of all small erms has been conducted and will continue
to be conducted in the future. Battalion persomnel alsc received training
end 2 denonstration in the employment and use of the claymore mine. With
large mumbers of new personnel erriving in the battelion, trzining must be
continuous to insure that these pecple are adequately prepared to meet

the chellenge of perforning their duty under s combat situstion and to
insure their respective secticns functicn in a most prcficient manner

with these new personnel, Selected survey personnel have ¢rntinued to

be treined in the battalion fire direction center to agssist in meintaining
a 24 nour capasbility.

(1) Secticn training for maintenance sections include the
following classes: noter stables, maintenance and equipment records,
the army equipment record system, safety and fire prevention procedures,
core of tecls, engine compression and test procedures, fuel, brake,
elevtrical, steering systems, recovery of vehicles, and installation and
remcval of engines.

(2) Section trainingz ccnducted for the howitzer sactions of
the firing batteries includad the nimenclature and chavacteristics of the
Mi08, disessembly and assembly ol the breechblock, firing mechanism,
techniques of beresighting, functicning end mainkensnce of reccil mechenism,
pencramic telescope,direct fire scope and elevation quedrant, aiming post
alinenent and aiming post displacement, measuring anl repcrting site to mask,
epplicaticn of speciel corrections, ammunitiin hardling =nd cere, fuzes,
fire cecmuiends, and meintenance end care of the M1C8 howitzors.

(3) Fire directizn centers conducted classes which included
a thorough review of the duties and procedures of the computer, reccxder,
and chart operaters with enphasis on proper gumnery techniques and safety
procedures.,

(4) Communication secticns csnducted training in the
fellowing ereass SOI, 0P, SSIY, comrunicaticn security, crganization and
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operation of message center, maintenance of equipment, and techniques
of laying wire,.

(5) The survey section held training in these arcas: aiming
circle, BC scope and theodolite, nctekecping, taping, adjusting angles, use
of D4 6-1, 6-2, trangulation, cemputation of azimuth, artillery nethenstics
and logarithns, and maintenance of section equipment.,

Future training pericds will review many of- these subjects because c¢f
their importance and the necessity for the large mumber of replacement
personnel to become trained in these arees. '

de Chemicel: Chemical activities have not been emplcyed tc any
large extent in the area to date.” However, there havebeen reports cf enecy
employment of chemicel warfare, but this has not bcen ~ften cr to any large
extent whatsoever, Yne incidence of use c¢f gas was rzported by Cemp J.J.
Carrcll (YD 061545) on 4 Hay 1967. There were no casualties and the
suspected method of delivery was by mcrtar fire., Ancther incidence in-
volving chemicel warfare cccured et Gio Linh (YD 214742) when an inccming
artillery round damaged o UMC tear gas dispenszr releasing gas in the
cempound.  No casualties were received., Battzlion personnel have had all
protective masks inspeoted olong with the battalion's TOE chemical equip-
ment to insure proper cperation if needed., Training has been conducted
in the ares of chemical warfare and classes ere scheduled for the future.

e. Psywars This unit is not engaged in psywar; however, =2
psycp teanm, working in conjuncticn with this battalion's medical civil
affalrs progream, set up loudspeakers and distributed leaflets in the
locally suppoitted hamlet of Dong Ha (YD 225612). This was in support of
the Chieu Hoi program, which is an appeal to North Vietngmecse Army scldiers,
Viet Cong scldiers, and Viet Cong nriented civilians to rally to the
rightful goverrment of the Republic cf Vietnam. ALl battalion perscnnel
have been given an orientaticn class on psywar and all inccoming personnel
will contime to receive this psychclcgical warfare crdentation.

f. :Orgenization: See Incl 1.
4. (C) Ingistics

e. The legistical support the battalion has been receiving hes
centinued to improve and, during the last quarter, the greatest improve-

ments in logisticel support have been madc since the unit errived in Viet-
nam,

b, The battalion's vehicley deadline xete ham remained under
5% and the battelicn maintenance pregran hes continued -tc receive emphesis
contributing greatly to the low deedline rates. Two vethiicles have been
Jeclared scnbak logses in this last period. Both losses were results of
hostile extillery and rocket fire. Une 5 trn truck M54A2 ani one howitzer
M108, 105t which were destrayed have been replaced, One cf the largest
problens cncountered by the battalicn seems to have bewn solved, the
prcblem being the continuous fogging of the panoramic telescopey M7
end the burning out cf the eleotrical system within the sight. The

e
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battalicn has received end issued the ruggedized version of the sight and
the problem no longer exists.

c, Twenty-two tubes, M103, have been replaced with new tubes.

Presently the replacement tubes have approximately one half the tube life
remaining.

2..The Depart cnt efthe Army PLL team, Project Counter, has
inspected and readjuste? the battalion PLL. The quarter master and signal
PLL has been consclildated amd are presently mzintained by the battelion
‘supply section along with the chemicel PLL, fpproximately 25-30% of PLL
line items have remained at zero balance. T4 50-901 items have been
accumulated in sufficient quantities to equip all battslion personnel and
a shortsge in this area no longer exists. The battalion shculd experience
no problems during the next twe months equipping replacement persomel.

2o Five 70 cubic foot gascline driven refrigeratcrs heve been
received and issued one to each battery. Thesec refrigerators permit ecach
battery to preserve perishable iteme; however, mechanical problems with
the refrigerator have been experienced. Vibraticns from the refrigerascr
engino hes caused the refrigerater lines to work leuse emd break. These
lines have been repaired when broken and it hes been found that by placing
rubber mats under the refrigerstor the vibration is reduced and the fre-
quenoy of broken refrigerator lines is greatly reduced.

5. (C) Civil Affairs

This battelion has besn continmuing in its civil affairs prcgran
of supporting Dong fa hamlet which has & total population of approximately
one thouseni perscns, To date approximat-ly 2,1C0 Vietnamese have received
medicsl treatment by the battalion medical sectiony this includes trans-
porting needing Vietnamese to the province heospitel in Quang Tri City te
receive mclicel trestment beycnd the capability of the battalion medical
personnel. The battalion is currently initiating a swine project for the
hamlet pecple to begin raising aend breeding their own pigs.

6. (U) Perscnnel

es Durirg this quarter the battalion began the first phase of
wassive rotaticn of perscnmel tc other units in the Repubhc of Vietnem and
to COWUS for resssignment. It has been determinrd thzt replacements for
departing personnel should be reqmsitu,ned appreximately one menth priox
to the rotation datee The requisition for replaccment personnel at an
early dete pemits personnel contimity during critical personnel shertege

periods and enable the unit tc maintsin sdequate strength during mpassive
rotaticnal periods.

b, During this pericd (May thru July 1967) the battalion suffered
36 casualtics all as the direct result of hostile acticn against VC/NVA
forces along the DMZ, The casualtics are broken down as follewss 1 killed
in ection; 3 very seriously injured as the 2irect result of hestile ection;
32 lightly wounded as the direct result cof hostile action. It should be
neted that the 32 individusls lightly wounded s the direct result cf

1/
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hoszile action were all treated an? returned to duty. ALl of the sbove
listed information is lccated and logged in the daily steff journal and
the casuelty files of the 1st Bn 40th irty.

7.. (U) triillexy

" a. The battalion is eouipped with the 1108 self-propelled 105zm
howitzer. Bach firing battery has one 457741 persornel cerrier in which
to operate their fire direction centers. The batt~lion fire directicn
center/opcrations section is equipped with two such vehicles. The howitzers
have continued to prove extremely satisfactory in this arec of Vietnen.. The
6400¢ traverse eliminates relaying and ellows for rapid laying for directicn.
The armor protecticn for crews is especially beneficial in the DMZ aren
becsuse of the large velume cf enemy mortar, rocket, end artillery fire to
which the units are continually expcsed. 'Since the MIO8 provides armor
protection,. crews have the ability to fire ccunter battery fire as sccn
as the terget is determined and data computed without unnecesserily
endangering the lives of the howitzer crews. Repid counter battery fires
by the battaliocn hes proved very effective on many cccasions.

b. To dete ell howitzer tubes, }N103, have been replaced end
calibration of gll tubes hes been conducted for charge 6 and 7. Comperi-
tive V.E. have been obtained.

c+ The continual prcblem with the MN117 pancremic telesccpe have
been alleviated for the most part av the present time. Dry weether hes
eliminated e majcrity of the problems since there is little or no cerden-
setion to fog the cptical lens and little moisture to deteriorate the
interngl wiring within the sight. With the errival of 18 panoramic
telescupes previcusly requisitioned, and a float sight for each firing

battory, desdline time has been eliminated becsuse of the fsilure of the
pencramic telescope to functicon properly.

8. QCther: HNene
SECTION 2 (U) COMiLNDERS OBSERVATIONS /ND RECOMMENDATIONS
Pert I Observaticns (Lessons Lesrned)
1. (U) Perscnnel: Bone
2. (V) Operations
a. Item: Bere evacuator key for M108 self propelled howitzer.
Discussicns The bore evacuztor key, key locking chamber
FSN 1015~565-T7340, for the }M108 self propelled howitzer cannon component
14139 has a tendency tc work loose even though the lick washer is in place
ani proper maintenence is perfcrmed. The key worke l.cse and drops cut
during periods of susteined firing., Aifter the bore evacuator key werks
loose end falls cut the bore evacuater turne and either unscrews and is
blown off or tightens excessively requiring support meintenanee to remcve

it. Even though proper preventivec maintenence is performed deily the
evacuator key cuntimues to malfunctizn, loosen end fall out.
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Observetion: Tc vrevent prcblems enccuntered by the lccsening
and felling cut of the bore evacuater key, a hole should be drilled thruugh
the becre evacuator screw and key and fitted with lacing wire tc prevent
the screw fr-m turning. Yquipment Iuprovement Reccmmendation (Contrcl
Number C 82536) hes been submittel -n the above and the recommendation
has been appraved by the Naticnal Meintenance Point.

b. Item: Failure of bore evacuator velves, valve assembly
FSN 1015-345~-8087, to perfocrm properly during combat cpereticns.

Discugsicn: During ccmbat operations when extremely heavy
volumes of artillery is provided by the firing batteries, carbon deprsits
build up on bore evacuator valves. With weak bore evacuator valve sprirgs
and carbon deposits continually building up during periods of heavy firing
the bere evacuater valves fail to function at all after less then three
hundred rounis have been fired, Bore evacuator valves require cleaning
end servicing after every fifty rcunds and this maintenance is performed
whenever possible but during pericds of sustained firing maintenance cf
this nature is not possible. After failure of the bore evacuator valves,
continued firing with fighting compartment closed endangers the crew
with the possibility c¢f smcke and gas inhalation. . The blewer in the
fighting compartment is t0 inefficient tc remcve accumulated fumes and
seokae The large number of mortar, rccket, and artillery attacks on
friendly artillery positions in this area necessitates the clcsing of the
fighting compartizents for delivery of counter battery firess During these
periods 8 cases of severe smoke inhelation have béen suffered, all occuring

after valve failure. This problem exists in all 18 howitzers in the
battelion.

Observaticn: Stronger velve springs should be used in the
camfecture of the bore evacuator velves and greater tolerences should be
niade to.pernit the velves to function properly for longer periods of time
and for a greater number of rounds fired without maintenance being performed
cn the velvc evacuators. Equipment Improvement Reccmmendgtion has been
submi ttel on EBIR contrcl muber C 82537. Information received from the
Naticnal Maintcnance Point reveeled the bere evacustcr valve is under in-
tensive design study fcr improvements required and steps will be taken to
disseninate eny technical informatien or improvements resulting frcm the
study, ]

3. (U) Training enmd Organizaticn: Neme
4. (U) Intelligence: Ncne
5. {U) logisticss

Iten: Refrigeration lineg for the 70 cubic for t refrigeratir
FSN 4110-930-5734 working lcose aml breaking.

Discussicn: Due to the large amcunt of vibration ceused by
the generstor attached tc¢ the 70 cubic foot refrigerator; FSN 4110-9%0-
5734, the refrigeratcr lines wirk locse and eventuelly byreak. Wen these
lines break the refrigerent is lost ani the chilling capacity of the
refrigerater is stopped, resulting in large smounts of perishable items
beoccming prene to spoilege. /3
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Obsexrvation: By placing rubber mats urder the refrigeretor
the vibration caused by the generator is reduced, resulting in fewer broken
refrigerstor lines and longer periods of successful operation of the
refrigerator,

6. (U) Others None
PART II RECOMMEMDATIONS

1. (U) Persomel: None

2. (U) Operations

a. Recommend a hole bc drilled through the bore evacuator screw
end key amd the hole be fitted with lacing wire to prevent the screw from
turning.

b. Recommendi itronger valve springs be made and greater tolerances
perizitted in the manufacture of bore evacuator valves allowing these valves
to function properly for longer time periois.

3, (U) Treining and Orgenization: None
4. (U) Intelligence: None

5. {(U) Logistics: Recommend rubber mats or an equal substitute
be placed under the 70 cubic foot refrigerator, FSN 4110~930-5734, prior
to the refrigerator being placed into operstion. This will assist in
reducing vibration which causes refrigeration lines to loosen and eventually
break.

6. (U) Others lone
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SUEJLCT: Operztional Report of Lessons Learsea for 'iuarterly Feriod
¥nding 31 July 1967, (RCS C5:0x-65) (UIC wDkSA) (1st Bn, 40th
Arty) (V).

NdDgUaiind, I FITaLD #ORCS VIeAMAL ATl.LeY, 40 46350, 23 August 1667

TO: Assistant Chiel of Stafl for Force Devel:zment, Department of the
Amy, ‘Jashington D. C., 20310

1. Concur in the observetions and recomu.endations contaiued in
the basic connunication,

2, Reference section II, part 2, paregraph 5. This headqusriers
is in receipt oi informetion .ro.. DSAC that o rejair parus kit neculier
to the .ore ordi.aory operutional prris fallares will be n.de availlable
by 4kl and issued to units in the liear future. This sholld grosuly
reduce the dowm tiue.

3. 1st Ba, 40tk Arty UIC is DFSi.

FOR Til CU, :.AWDes

LE0 B, oLLIS
LTC, Artillery
Adjutant
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