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SECTION I SIGNIFICANT ORGANIZATION OR UNIT ACTIVITIES

1. GENERAL

a. Organization and Activation. This Battalion and attached
Battery G, (Caliber .50 MG), 65th Artillery were activated 1 March 1966
by General Order 2, Headquarters U.S. Army Air Defense Center, dated
10 January 1966. The organizational structure of this Battalion is

;: as follows: 'D D C

b HEADQUARTERS, 1ST BATTALION (AW)(SP) 44TH ARTILLERY

l ASSIGNED JANZ 988 |||

j HQ Battery, lst Battalion (AW)(SP) 44th Artilleny Tl | :T;l,3ﬁ
! A Battery, lst Battalion (AW)(SP) 44th Artillery 52 Ui it
g B Battery, lst Battalion (AW)(SP) 44th Artillery D

C Battery, lst Battalion (AW)(SP) 44th Artillery
D Battery, lst Battalion (AW)(SP) 44th Artillery

* ATTACHED
i G Battery (Machinegun Caliber .50), 65th Artillery

b. Activities. Unit training was initiated on 11 April 1966
and culminated by successful completion of the Army Training Test on
1 July 1966. Following the successful completion of a Command Maintemnance
Management Inspection on 15 July 1966, the unit began Operational Readi-
ness Training which was completed on 3 September 1966. POM was initi-
ated on 6 September 1966 and equipment prepared for loading on 30 September
1966. The Battalion main body departed Fort Bliss on 16 October 1966,
with the Rear-Advance party departing on 24 October 1966. The Battalion
being VOCG attached to lst Cav Division, the advance party began pre-
parations at An Khe upon arrival, 27 October 1966. On 4 November 1966,
the advance party was notified the Battalion was further assigned to

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; ||

ACSFOR RD File _ ; | DECLASSIIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
610553‘?1' GONFIDEJN_HALV[“‘ . DOD DIR 5200.10

Sy B —




;
g
%f

e

—— il I——"

‘ ' CONFIDENTIAL |
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1967
(Initial Report) Reports Control Symbol CSFOR-65

52d Artillery Group, Pleiku, and would split into two segments; one-
half to be OPCON 4th Division at Pleiku and the other half OPCON lst

CAV Division at Hammond LZ (near Phu Cat). The main body arkived Qui
Nhon on 6 November 1966 and troops and Red TAT equipment was shipped to
both points. On 14 November 1966, the Battalion was assigned OPCON

III Marine Amphibious Force, Da Nang. Unit was further assigned OPCON
111 Marine Division, and moved on 29 November 1966 to Dong Ha, with one
battery each to Phu Bal and Camp J.J. Carrol (coord. 060540). Battery G,
65th Artillery was attached as follows: Two (2) sections to Battery D
at Phu Bai; one (1) section to Battery C at Camp J.J. Carrol; Head-
quarters Battery, Battery G, 65th Artillery and three sections remain with
the Battalion at Dong Ha.

c. POM. The Battalion conducted POM activities at Fort Bliss,
Texas, a distance of fifty (50) miles from the Battalion Camp located
at Orogrando Range Camp, New Mexico. This distance created additional
administrative and logistical problems for the Battalion. Radios re-
quired for deployment were only received in time for checkout prior to
packing, giving the unit no time for conduct of training on the AN/CRC-19
and the new FM series radios. Prime weapons for the Battalionwere sent
directly from depots to ports of embarkation. There was no opportunity
for the unit to check for completeness of OVE equipment prior to
embarkation. Generally, it must be said that the rebuilt M42's and
M55's received were in excellent condition. However, the M42's were
received less the crew headsets for communications. These items did
not come with the OVE as expected, and limited the employment of these
weapons initially. The most general problem encountered during the
period of movement was the loss of supplies and equipment, both organi-
zational and personal due to weather and shipment damage.

d. Movemnet. Unit moves form Qui Nhon, An Khe, Pleiku,
Hammond LZ to Da Nang were adminsitrative in nature, normally involving
air transport of men and equipment. Four (4) days were involved in
this movement and seven (7) days for movement of Red TAT equipment
Tactical equipment was received and processed in Da Nang. Move from
Da Nang to points of assignment was made by "Rough Rider Convoy".
Marine Air and Security Forces along with Battery G (Caliber .50 MG),
65th Artillery were utilized for convoy protection., Two (2) days were
required to convoy men and equipment North less M42 vehicles and 5 ton
trucks which were shipped on LCU's to Phu Bai and Dong Ha. Some WABTOC
supplies are still in process of being shipped from Da Nang.

2, INTELLIGENCE.

~ Intelligence activities conducted by this Battalion take the
form of patrols, both mounted and foot, in support fo Sector II, Dong
Ha defense.
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3. OPERATIONS AND TRAINING ACTIVITIES

a. Plans. Continue support operations of 3d Marine Division
in Operation Chinook and Prairie II.

b. Operations. This Battalion has been deployed since its
arrival at Dong Ha, 29 November 1966. As base camp was originally
outside the Dong Ha defensive perimeter, ground was taken for Headquarters
A, B, and G Battery, 65th Artillery., Battery D arrived Phu Bai and
Battery C arrived Dong Ha on 4 December 1966. Air and perimeter defense
positions for Dong Ha were occupied on 9 December 1966; for Camp J.J.
Carrol on 12 December 1966; for Phu Bai on 14 December 1966. Battery G,
65th Artillery is employed in air and perimeter defensive positions as
well as in convoy escort duty which has been accomplished daily since
arrival in area of operations. Inclosure 1 lists missions performed by
the Battalion and Battery G, 65th Artillery during the reporting period.
Inclosure 2 elaborates on the employment of this unit in the 3d Marine
Amphibious Force TAOR.

c. When deployed in isolated positions or when moving in
dense folipge, there is a requirement for an easily manueverable
shock weapon that can be fired from the turret of the M42, To enhance
the capabilities of M42 gun crews in ground support and self-defense,
M79 Grenade Launchers were requested on USARV Form 47R and DF Form
2765-1, dated 10 January 1967,

d. Training.

(1) Unit Training. Unit training was donducted under
ATP 44-2, which is heavily weighted in air defense operations. Future
training of automatic weapons units should be more equally divided
between the air defense role and the ground role. This units primary
mission is air defense, but the secondary mission of ground defense
and direct support operations is our general day to day assignment.

(2) In Country Training. Training during the reporting
period since arrival in country consisted of four (4) days prime weapons
firing at Da Nang; one (1) day firing individual weapons and M60 Machine-

guns; one (1) day on Claymore Mines and Booby Traps. Since becoming
operational, three (3) hours have been utilized each week for crew drill,

e. Chemical., N/A
f. PSYWAR. N/A
4. LOGISTICS

a. Resupply of units and/or sections employed in various
operations away from the base camp have posed few problems at this time.

3
CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL
AVFimdT-1/84C o " 11 Fobruexy 1967 £

SUBJECT: Operstionel Report for Querterly Period Ending 31 January 1967
(Initisl Roport) Reports Control Symbol CSFOR-65

This can be attributcd to the sound rusupply proccdurcs cstablished
end maintaincd by the hoadquartors to which this orgenization is under
operationel control. Ta: prime metiod of rcsupply utilized by our
opcraftionel control hcadquertors is "hclilift", cxcept for lerge
operations vhorc an ISR hes bcon ostablishids The one iteaw that is
ncedod, nnd not availeblc in this arce for hclilift, is 250 or 500
gellon rubberizod fucl bladders. 4t preosont, refucling is being
nccouplished with 55 gnllon drums, vhich arc difficult to handle in
quantity. Action was initintcd through supply chenncls on this item on
US.RV Form 47-R and D. 2755-1 on 10 Fobyuery 1967.

b. Duc to tho worldwidec short~gc of cnd items ~nd ropair
prrts for this organization's main weapon systen (Gun, 8P FTM42:.1)
it is imperstive thet an cngincor uinc swocping team be attached to
clenonts oporating swey from the base crmp.

c. Whon tacticnlly foesiblo, a writ should recoive a specific
rssignacnt upon arrivel in country. Debarkntion of men ~nd cquipmoent
of tais unit in cevorsl rrcas cnuscd loss of cquipment ~nd supplics.
lthough well pecked upon doparturc, the londing and unloading opore-
ations plus thu westhor played hnvoe on cxpendible supplics, unpecked
itoens in CONEX conteincrs and non-roplacesbls items in W.BTOC such =8 -
rcfrigorators., :

de Fuel conswiption cxporicnee for the 142 in infantry
dircet support opcrations cross country hns boen .24 miles per grllon
or ~pproxiustoly 35 miles on o full tank of ges. This is on the low
and of 35-100 milcs rated.crudsing range, and is due to slow apecds
requircd by foot troops and terrain,. . ’

c. .maunition supply ratus, csteblished by higher hcadquartcrs,
hzve boen edequate. The WGR is ms followss

40mm - 200 rounds per day por 1i42.
Calibor «50 - 636 rounds por ény per ii55.

5 CIVIL .FP.IRS
oo iizdiesl Cnroe.

(1) During the period 19 Doccmber 1966 through 31 Janu~ry
1967, the Battalion Modical Scetion. providad medicrl mssistance to

opproximatoly 600 pationts at Dei .n Eemlot (coordincto 242588). The
principal troatmonts worc for colds, hoadaches, skin infoetions, snd
skin discasc,

; (2) on 26 Januery 1967 & @ngs thorepy for round worms wes
initiatod et Dei ; : t wes campheosized thet thoy
uso ~ soer '% o s Tn avent the rocurronce of

ellecy NFIDENTIAL -
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be Orn 12 Jenurry 1967 this orgenization piocked up 320 bags of
ociient ancd 730 shoots of tin from USLID Warchousc in QuengTri, which
will be uscd by mombors of tho Dai An Hanlot to construct ncw homes - -
whore the hemlot is to be reloc-tede .

cs On 12 January 1967 at Dai in Hanlot, this organization
furnished a mocurity force to provide protootion for a property ovaluation
toan from Quanglri Provincisl Hoadquartors. The scourity force wes
provided for tho Period 1200 hours to 1600 hours, 17 January 1967.

d. On 9 January 1967, vohicles from this Beattalion trensportod
130 brge of coment frou the US.LID Warchouso, {uanglri, to tho Battalion
arcs for tcmporary storrge. This cement will de dolivered to the
Del pn villngurs when thoy need it.

e On 17 Jenusry 1967 end 18 Jnnuary 1967, this organizstion
provided 2% ton truocks (2 on 17 Janu- ry - 1 on 18 January 1967) to the
Basc Coordinator for usc of Vietnmiacse grave roamoval opsrations.

f. This Battalion will furni=si the tronsportation roquired
for uvacuntion and relocntion of tho village of Dai in.

6. PuRSONNEL

as Officor rotationel hump. It appcars at this timo this
Battelion will bc ablo to solve its own rotational hump problem with the
nunber of Officcrs who heve voluntarily csxtonded their tour, from

thirty (30) to sixty (60) days, if thoy might rcmein essigncd to this
Bettalion,

b. Porsonncl werc continually boing essigncd to this unit
who worc later detorminod to bo modicslly or edministratively non-
deployable during the unit treining phesce This incroascd tho sdaninise=
trefive burden on this unit and delaycd propor fill of critical positions.
It is recomnicndod that sorcening be r.ccoaplished prior to ordering of
porsonnol to & unit, trnining for duployment.

Te «RTILL=RY

A. In support of Operation ¥Fremirie and Opcretion Cainook, the
following numbor of rounds have baen fired by this 8attalions

40m - 62,416 rounds ammunition.
Calibor .50 - 172,113 rounds eammunition,

be ataunition for the 40um gun has boen adequate snd readily
araileblee  Typc of amvmnition available is the MRK I IiIT-SY and the

- CONFIDENTIAL
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M.RK 27 HE-T-8D. This artmnition is sclf dostructing at rang.s of
3500-4500 notcrs, doponding on lot, and 1s suitable for air defons.
firing and short rrnge surfac- firing, With MiRK 2 UE-T PD, rangcs of
8500 netors could be undertekon in firc nissions, This typc of amm-
nition ‘wes roquested on Da Form 581, dated 1 February 1967.

840 )sIGIAL
i AN /CRC~19

Prior to deployment from CONUS this Battalion wos issuad
23 rcdio sots AN/GRO-19 in liocu of tho 4l/GRC-106 yedio. Tho AN/GRC-19
h~s proven to be en unsatisfactory substituto for tho following roasonss

(1) Tho Battnlion misaion is to provide dircot support
for III M.F nanouver clomecnts, Tho A radio cquipment currontly in uso
by III M.F wiits boing supported it singlo-sidc-band radio scts, AN/TRC=75
and uN/PRC-47. Tho aii/GRC-19 rrdio will not nct with the N/PRC-47
r~dio and tho ii/TRC-75 redio h~s to be ~djusted in order to not with
“tho iN/GRC~19 radio.

(2) ™o Battalion elso mwst bo prepercd to asswic an air
dofensc nission at any timc. USLF uaits in the ~rce use COLLIIB Kwi-z4,
singlc-sidc-band rndios for pessing ¢~rly warning air dofonsc inforiation.
At the proscnt time tho Battalion is rolying on wirc coumunicetions with
US.uF units for carly w-raning. The uN/GRC-106 cadio will nct with USLF
singlo-sice-bend redios in use whilo the N/GRC-19 will not., Wirc com-
munication is impracticel in = mobilc situation. This unit has requestod
issuc of tho JN/GRC-106.

b, .dditionnl FM Requircuents. ' s
-

Diroct support opcretions hewve found the Bettalion lacking
in commnicntion cquipnent. ornally, o platoon or less of M42 woepons
is essigncd in support of compeny opcrations, The platoon loader
operatcs from onc 142 hoe has designatcd -s the comaend vohiclc, 4s this
vehicle is oquippcd with the IE.I/VRC-46, the platoon lcader can hawvo
cnly coizmnications with his platoon. This problcm has been tcnporily
dolved by th: platoon leadar carrying sn LN/PRC-25 for comiaunications
vitn the supported clemcnte The covmmication scotion is in process of
»in3telling orekcts in the 1142 so that an .N/VRC-47 moy be nountod, thus
21lowing the nonitoring of two channcls. One &‘T/VHC-47 is evnilebla for
ach platoon.
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SECTION II COMLLNDER'S OBIRVLTIONS D RECQ’E‘ENDJPIONS
Part I, Obsorvetions (Lossons Leerncd) (€)
1, PFERSOFNEL

Ltoms awssignnint of non-POR qualificd personncl to & doploysble
unit.

Discussions Closc suporvision should boe given thc sercuning for
assigniont of porsonncl to a doploying unit. Many porsonncl in eritical
110S nroas of this Battelion end of thc criticsl grrde aren of -5 to -6
wore essignod who wore under investigntion or cherges, non-sccurity
clearrble or physicelly disquelificd for doployment oversces. an added
adninistrntive burdon ensucd and =8 trnining had to proocoed, gaps were
crented ss thosc individuals were finally roassigned prior to deployuent.

Obscrvotions rorsonncl should be scrocned in accordange with
cxisting regulations prior to mssigmii.nt to o deploying unit.

2, OFCR.TIOS
a. JIfons Incrcasing ammunition capacity of M55 Mount.

Riscussiont It hrs boon found that 20mm rmaunition cone
taincrs can be adapted for usc as Caliber .50 anrmnition fecding boxos |
on the M55 Qund Celibor .50 liachincgun Mount. [Tho largcr size of thosc
containers provides the M55 crow crapability to fire 1400 rounds (350
rounds, 3 linked belts per containcr) without relonding insteed of the -

nornel 420 rounds. Two methods havo boen usced to attech the 20 con-
tainors to the mounts

(1) The losding tray is romoved end the 20ma
conteincr is weldod in its plece.

(2) The londing tray is cut-dowm whorc it is
stteched to the aount and to the stub is welded the 20ma containere

“orc must bo cxerciscd when using the lorger anmnition boxos to insurc
tant barrcl life is not reducod by firing excessively long bursts.

Qobservations This adéod cegability has beoon cspeeially valu-

for guns on convoy cscort duty where mexinun sustaincd firepower
b applicd in cnse of ambush.
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b. Item: The effectiveness of the Quad Caliber .50 M55 can be
extended with added fire control equipment.

Discussion: The M55 is an effective H and I weapon in indirect
fire. However, do to lack of a gunners quadrant, compass and binoculars,
indirect fire cannot be undertaken as the mount has no indicators for
elevation and agimuth. A firing table is available for this weapon. A
request was initiated by USARV Form 47-R and DA 2765-1 on 27 January 1967
to obtain a gunners quadrant, compass and binoculars for each M55 gun
squad.

Observation: The requested change should be approved and
equipment issued as soon as possible.

c. Item: The AN/TPS-25 Anti-Personnel Radar adds to the effective-
ness of the AW mission of perimeter defense.

Discussion: One of the primary missions of the M42/M55
Battalion in Vietnam is night perimeter ground defense. On two occasions,
the effectiveness of co-locating an anti-personnel radar and an M42 weapon
has proved a useful tool in night defense. On: these occasions the radar
picked up enemy probes approaching the perimeter network. Agimuth and
range were passed to the gun section which was able to swing easily to
the required azimuth and elevation, and without deadtime for illumination,
sweep the probe area with automatic fire. This fire control/firepower
team is able to effect surprise not capable with illumination and other
low mugzle velocity weapons. This unit requested augmentation with the
AN/TPS-25, by USARV Form 47-R and DA 2765-1 on 4 January 1967.

Observation: That AW units in Vietnam be augmented with
An/TPS-25 Anti-Personnel Radars.

d. Grenade Screens.

Item: Grenade Screens for turret protection, Twin 40mm
Motor Carriage, M42. :

Discussion: Much thought and some research was conducted at
Fort Bliss on fabrication of a grenade screen for the turret of the M42,
Operations conducted by this unit to date have indicated no requirements
for a grenade screen. Besides being a hinderance in a tight and fast
moving situation, heavy jungle would most likely become entangled and
tear off any constructed screen.

Observation: Development work in this area whould not be
pursued further,

8
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e. Removal of Draw Bar, M55 MG Mount.

Item: The draw bar of the M20 Traller is a safety haszard
when the M55 Mount is employed on a 2% ton truck.

Discussion: To prevent possible injuries to the crew, the
draw bar should be removed from the M20 Trailer when the M55 Mount is
employed on the bed of the 2% ton truck. This will enable the crew to
service the weapon without fear of stumbling over the draw bar or possible
getting caught between the draw bar and the mount.

Observation: That M55 crews be required to remove the draw
bar of the M20 Trailer when the M55 is employed on the 2% ton truck.

f. M9 Grenade Launcher.
Item: M79 Grenade Launcher for M42 crew.

Discussion: When deployed in an isolated position or when
moving on a trail in dense foliage, a requirement exists for a shock
weapon for flank protection which can be easily fired from the turret if
required.

Observation: Augmentation of the M79 to the M42 would
greatly enhance the gun crews' capabilities in ground support and self-
defnse.

3. TRAINING AND ORGANIZATION

Item: Authorized crew for the Caliber .50 M55 Mount is not
sufficient, reference TOE 44-85 T.

Discussion: The-personnel authorized by TOE are insufficient
for maximum effectiveness of the M55 weapon. The weapon was designed to
be manned by a crew of four; the squad leader, gunner, left and right
machinegunners. If the fire unit were dismounted from its prime mover
this crew would be sufficient. However, employment experience with this
weapon has been generally one requiring mobility. This means that a
driver is required, and under present organization this driver comes
from the crew which reduces the weapon efficiency. This unit requested
amendment to the TOE adding a driver to each gun squad as outlined in
the 44-57 in July 1966 which was forwarded to Headquarters, 6th Artillery
Group.

Observation: TOE #4-85 should be changed to add a driver
to each M55 crew.

9.
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4., INTELLIGENCE
None
4, LOGISTICS
Item: Water collects in bottom of M20 Trailer.

Discussion: The heavy rainfall occurring in Vietnam has necessi-
tated the drilling of drainage holes in the bottom of the M20 Trailer
which transports the M55 Machinegun Mount to allevaite collection of
water. Two (2) Holes are recommended, one (1) to the front and one (1)
to the rear of the trailer. In dry weather a rubber grommet or cork may
be used to plug these holes to keep out dust.

Observation: That drilling of holes in the M20 Trailer has
solved the water collection problem. Other units with this equipment
should be informed of this modification,

6. OTHER (SUPPLIMENTARY MEDICAL KITS)
Item: Supplimentary Medical Kits.

Discussion: The Battalion surgeon has taken Caliber .50
.ammunition cans and prepared medical items to augment first aid kits
when platoons or other elements are on extended D/S missions. These kits

normally contain:

Salt Tablets

Insecticide Powder

Foot Powder

Purification Tablets

Papsome Tablets
Cloroquine-Primaquine Tablets
Calmine Lotion

‘Extra Bandages

Observation: This sugestion should be disseminated to other
combat Battalions.

CONFIDENTIAL
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PART II, Recommendations

1. PERSONNEL

!
Recommend that all echelons give close supervision to screening
of personnel for assignment to a unit deploying overseas.

2. OPERATIONS

a. Recommend that the use of 20mm ammunition containers as
ammunition boxes to increase the load capacity of the Caliber .50 M55
Mount be disseminated to other machinegun batteries.

b. Recommend that the request for binoculars, gunners quadrant
and compass to allow the Caliber .50 M55 Mount to undertake indirect fire
missions be approved.

c. Recommend that AW units in Vietnam be augmented with the
AN /TPS=25 Anti-Personnel Radar to increase mission efficiency in perimeter
defense.

d. Recommend development work on a fabricated grenade screen
for the M42 turret be discontinued.

e. Recommend the safety hazard casused by the draw bar of the M20
Trailer, when the M55 Mount is employed on the 2k-ton truck, be disseminated.

f. Recommend that the request of M79 Grenade Launchers to
augment the M42 gun crews' ability of self-defense and ground support be
approved.
3., TRAINING AND ORGANIZATION
a. Recommend that the training program of automatic weapons units
in the ground role be increased and given equal emphasis with the
air defense role.

b. Recommend that TOE 44-8 T, Air Defense Artillery Machinegun
Battery Caliber .50 be changed to add a driver to each M55 crew.

11
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INTELLIGENCE
None
LOGISTICS

Recommend that, when tactically feasible, a unit receive a

specific assignment prior to arrival of main body to preclude the ship-
ment damage and loss of supplies.

2 Incl

RICHARD I.. PICKARD
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'CONFIDENTIAL

AVPAAT-D (11 P6b67) 1st Ind
SURJEOTs Operational Repart of Lessons Isarned for Quarterly Period

Ending 31 Jamary 1967 (ROS CSPOR-65)(1st Ba, Lkth Arty)(D)
HEADQUARTERS, I FIELD FURCE VIETNAM ARTILLERY, APO 96350 16 Feb 67

703 m General, I Field Fores Vietnam, ATIN: AVFA-GC-04T,
) 9035 ' -

1, Oencur im observations and recommendations oomtained in basic
ca—niutiqn. 4

2, The following additional ecwmnts are submitted,

“8e Reference Seetion I, para 8a: i-oqnoatod unit to submit requi-
sitiens for subject radios,

be Reference Section II, Pert II, para 2a: dissexinated in
February 67 I FFORCEV Arty Newsletter. '

6o Reference Section II, Part II, pars 2b, para 2¢ and pars 2f:
Roquests redommending spproval have been forwarded,

de Reference Section IT, Part I, para 2es Dissentinsted in the

Pebruary 67 I FFRCEV Arty Newiletters.
FOR THE COMMANDERs

2 Incl o ELLIS
1rC, irty

SAjetant

' coan;ENj'lAL‘
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AVFA-GC-OT (11 Feb 67) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1967,
(RC8 CSFOR-65) (U) s

HEADQUARTERS, I FIELD FORCE VIETNAM, APO 96350 17 MAR 1967
TOs Covmanding General, United States Army Vietnam, APO 96307

1. (U) Concur with the contents of the Operational Report far
Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1967 of 1lst Battalionm, lith Artillery,
and preceding indorsement with the following comments.

v2e (C) Reference Section I, paragraph 8as Appropriate follow-up
" action will be taken to deliver the radios as soon as they bedome avail-
able.

3. (C) Reference Section II, Part II - Recommerdations.

a. Refere—-ce paragraph 1l: The screening of personnel prior to
assigmment to an organization scheduled for deployment does not preclude
further screening by the organization to which they are assigned.

b. Reference paragraph 2a: An equipment improvement recommen-
dation (EIR) should be sutmitted by the organization.

c¢. Reference paragraph 2b, 2c,and 2f: The organization should
follow-up USARV form L7 action with request for MTOE change.

d. Reference paragraph 2d: In view of the experiences of this
organization, consideration should be given to discontinuance of the pro-
Ject,

e. Reference paragraph 2e: The safety hazard caused by use of |,
the draw bar as described should be widely publicized in appropriate pub-
lications.

f. Reference paragraph 3Ja: Determination of the contents of an
organizational training program, except for mandatory training, is within
the prerogative of the commander concerned.

g+ Reference paragraph 3b: An appropriate request for MIOE
change should be submitted by the organization.

h. Reference paragraph 5: All units are given specific assign-
ments prior to deployment, however, tactical considerations may necessitate
that such assignments be changed.

FOR THE COMMANDER$

2 fgcls Wy I'l'.uq
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS i

OLCLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS,
00D IR 520010 CON Fi DENTML




P o CONFIDENTIAL
( AVHGC-DH (11 Feb 67) 34 Ind
/A SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period Ending

31 January 1967 (RCS CSFOR~65)
HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96307 27 APR 1967

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Armmy, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-OT
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the period ending 31 January 1967 from Headquarters, st
f Battalion (AW)(SP), LL4th Artillery as indorsed.

} 2, Pertinent comments follow:

a. Reference Paragraph 8a, Page 6; Paragraph 23, 1st In-
dorsement; and Paragraph 2, 2d Indorsement, concerning the require-
ment for AN/GRC-106 radios: Unit's TOE authorization for AN/GRC-106
i radios is valid, Assets are available in CONUS depot stocks. Upon
receipt of the radios in RUN they will be exchanged for the AN/GRC-19
radios,

b. Reference Paragraph 1, Page 7; Paragraph 1, Page 11; and
Paragraph 3a, 2d Indorsement, concerning the need for careful screening
of personnel for assigmment to a unit scheduled for deployment: Concur
with unit's recommendation and comment of Headquarters, I Field Force
Vietnam, in 2d Indorsement.

RSt e 3 LS — e " T N S e

¢. Reference Paragraph 2a, Page 7; Paragraph 2a, Page 11;
Paragraph 2b, 2d Indorsement; and Paragraph 3b, 2d Indorsement, con-
cerning the method developed by the unit to increase the ammunition
capacity of the M55 mount: Concur with the comments of the indorsing
headquarters,

TS T TR

d. Reference Paragraphs 2b, 2c, and 2f, Pages 8 and 9; Para-
graphs 2b, 2¢, and 2f, Page 11; Paragraph 2¢, 1st Indorsement; and
Paragraph 3¢, 2d Indorsement, concerning requests for equipment in ex-
cess of TOE authorization: The appropriate procedure for requesting
permanent authorisation for augnentation to TOE allowances of equip-
ment is through the submission of an MTOE in accordance with USARV
Regulation 310-31 and USARV Message (U) AVHGC-OT 19073 DIG 2511322
Mar 67, subject: Changes in Equipment Authorization., Additional con-
sideration should be given to augmentation with radar sets currently
authorized infantry units (TPS-33 or PPS-}), rather than the AN/TPS-25,
since the latter is an extremely low density item in RVN. Zero balances
are reported in RVN depot stocks, and wrld-wide inventory on this set
is low.

15
Regraded Unclassified When
Separated From Classified
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CONFIDENTIAE

AVHGC-DH (11 Feb 67) 27 APR1Yo/
SUBJECT: Operational Report~Lessons Learned for the Period Ending

31 January 1967 (RCS CSFCR-65)

e. Reference Paragraph 24, Page 8; Paragraph 2d, Page 11;
and Paragraph 3d, 2d Indorsement, concerning the development of a gre-
nade screen for twin LOmm carriage, M42: This headquarters has not
monitored the development of an M42 grenade screen and has no infor-
mation on its research or fabrication. Recommend that unit's comments
on this item be forwarded to the appropriate CONUS headquarters and
agencies forcoonsideration.

f. Reference Paragraph 2e, Page 9; Paragraph 2e, Page 11;
Paragraph 2d, 1st Indorsement; and Paragraph 3e, 2d Indorsement, con-
cerning safety hazard with the M20 trailer: This headquarters will
dispatch a message to all units, pointing out the potential safety
hazard with recomnended remedial action.

8. Reference Paragraph 3, Page 9; Paragraph 3b, Page 11;
and Paragraph 3g, 2d Indorsement: Requests for personnel augmentation
to TOE authorization should be submitted in accordance with USARV Reg-
ulation 310-31, As the current DA policy necessitates space for space
adjustments, all elements of each level of command should be screened
for less essential trade-off spaces, Identification of such spaces
and recommendations for their trade off for this requirement should
be included in the MIOE submission.

h. Reference Paragraph 5, Page 10, concerning drainage holes
in M20 trailers: Unit should submit an equipment improvement report
concerning their modification to the trailer,

1. Reference Paragraph 3d(1), Page 3; Paragraph 3a, Page 11;
and Paragraph 3f, 2d Indorsement, concerning training: Concur. Recom=-
mend that automatic weapons units scheduled for deployment to RVN re-
ceive additional training in the employment of automatic weapons in a
ground role.

Js Reference Paragraph Lc, Page L; Paragraph 5, Page 1. and
Paragraph 3h, 2d Indorsement, concerning the need to inform a de;} .uying
unit of its specific assignment: Unit's recommended procedure is the
policy of this headquarters. Concur with comments of I Field Force
Vietnam in 2d Indorsement.

FOR THE COMMANDER:
. P
ERRY WAN HORN

2 i:"l 211, AGC
At AG
16
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e CONFIDENTIAL

GPOP=-QT (11 Feb 67) 4th Ind (C)
SUBJECT: Operational Report-lLessons Learned for the Period Ending
31 January 1967 (RCS CSFOR-65), HQ lst Bn (AW)(WP)44th Arty

HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 12 MAY 1967

T0: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

1. (U) The Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period
ending 31 January 1967 from Headquarters lst Battalion (AW)(SP),
44th Artillery has been reviewed. This headquarters concurs in the
report as modified by subsequent indorsements.

2. (C) The following additional comment and recommendation is
made:

As of 31 March 1967, USARV had an overall operating strength
of 1476 personnel in MOS 13F (Automatic Weapons Crewman) as compared
to an authorized strength of 1564. Recommend action continue to
fill USARV's authorized requirements for this MOS.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

2 Incl
ne
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DATE

5-7 Dec 66

7-11 Dec 66

12 Dec 66

13 Dec 66

14-18 Dec 66

18 Dec (Con't)

18-19 Dec 66

20 Dec 66

20 Dec 66

20 Dec 66

21 Dec 66

22 Dec 66

23 Dec 66

- CONFIDENTIAL |

MISSIONS PERFORMED

UNIT
4th Section,
G/65
2 Squad,
G/65

5th Section,
G/ 65

2 Squad,
G/65

3 Squads,
G/ 65

4th Section,
G/ 65

6 Squads,
G/ 65

2 Squads,
G/ 65

2 Squads,
D/1/44

2 Squads,
B/1/44

2 Squads,
G/ 65

6 Squads,
B/1/44

6 Squads,
D/1/44

(Incl 1, Ref Section I, Para 3b)

CONFIDENTIAL

MISSION

Convoy protection for 3d MARDIV
from Phu Bai to Da Nang and
return,

Convoy and sand pit protection
at Dong Ha.

Convoy protection for C/1/44
from Dong Ha to Camp J.J. Carroll.

Protection for Marine Engineer
Recon Element from Phu Bai,
north of Hue and return.

Protection for Marine Engineer
bridge detail and convoy escort,
AMLO, one (1) 24T truck, mounted
M55 struck mine with light damage.

Attached 3/26 Marines for ONN
Chinook.

Convoy security 3/26 Marines
from Dong Ha to Phu Bai.

Convoy escort from Phu Bai
to OPN Chinook and return.

D/S 3/26 Marines on search and
destroy mission.

Roving Patrol, Dong Ha.

Security element for survey
section 12th Marines from
Dong Ha to YD 181588 and return.

Conducted roving patrol near
Dong Ha with 2 Squads Marines
attached.

Attached to 3/26 Marines for
OPN Chinook.

Downgraded at 3 Year Intervals
Declassified After 12 Years
DOD DIR 5200.10




DATE

24-25 Dec 66

26 Dec 66

27 Dec 66

28 Dec 66

29 Dec 66

30 Dec 66

31 Dec 66-1 Jan 67

1-3 Jan 67

4 Jan 67

7-9 Jan 67

11-21 Jan 67

11 Jan 67

12 Jan 67

13 Jan 67

14-21 Jan 67

'CONFIDENTIAL

UNIT

4 Squads,
G/65

4 Squads,
A/l/44

4 Squads,
B/1/44

4 Squads,
A/l/44

1 Squad,
HQ/1/44

2 Squads,
Cc/1/44

2 Squads,
B/1/44

1 Squad,
A/1l/44

2 Squads,
C/1/44

2 Squads,
C/1/44

2 Squads,
A/l/44

4 Squads,
C/l/44

4 Squads ’
c/l/44

4 Squads,
c/1/44

2 Squads,

(Incl 1, Ref Section I, Para 3b)

\q

MISSION
e oo 20
Convoy security from Dong Ha

to Phu Bai and return.

Conducted roving patrol.

Conducted roving patrol.
Conducted roving patrol.
Conducted foot patrol.

D/S 3/3 Marines on search
and destroy mission.

D/S 3/4 Marines at Cam Lo.
Local security of Qwang Tri

Army Advisor Group.

D/S 1lth Marine Engineers,
vicinity 988559.

D/S 2/3 Marines.

Releaved B/1/44 in D/S 3/4
Marines at Cam Lo.

D/S 2/3 Marines, vicinity
coord 987581.

D/S 3/3 Marines vicinity
YD 994559.

Fired 60 missions preparation
fire in D/S 2/3 Marines prior
to assault.

Augment 2 Squads presently
in D/S 3/4 Marines at Cam lLo.

CONFIDENTIAL




DATE

15 Jan 67

20 Jan 67

21-27 Jan 67

27 Jan 67

28 Jan 67

30 Jan 67

(Incl 1, Ref Section I, Para 3b)

' CONFIDENTIAL |

UNIT
2 Squads,
B/1/44
5 Squads,
G/ 65

6 Squads,
B/1/44

4 Squads,
G/65

2 Squads,
D/1/44

4 Squads,
B/1/44

MISS ION

D/S of unit foot patrol near
Dong Ha, one (1) M42 struck
small mine. Limited damage.

Convoy escort from Dong Ha
to OPN Chinook and return.

D/S 3/4 Merines vicinity Cam Lo
for search and destroy mission.

Convoy escort from Dong Ha to
Cam Lo and return.

D/S 12th Marines for security
of Arty position.

D/S K/3/4 Marines on sweep
mission. One (1) M42 struck
large AT Mine. Five (5) FR WIA
(Ref: SITREP 291800H to
301800H Jan 67, CO, 1/44).

CONFIDENTIAL




EMPLOYMENT OF THE AUTOMATIC WEAPONS BATTALION IN THE 3D
MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE TACTICAL AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY

1. The 1lst Bn (AW) (SP), 44th Arty with Btry G, 65th Arty attached,
is employed in the dual mission of air defense and the ground defense
role. Both the 40mm Gun, Motor Carrisge M42 and Multiple Caliber .50
' Machinegun Mount M55 are utilized. These weapons are emplaced to maxi- i
mize their effectiveness in both roles., Some compromise is necessary
in positioning weapons for the air-ground roles, but, generally where i
terrain in this area has dictated a ground defense position, it has
been suitable, if not the optimum position for air defense. In that
these weapons employ visual air defense fire direction, and the greatest
ground threat is normally during the hours of darkness, the dual grounde-
alr role is normally a night and day operation respectively., Command |
and control from BMNTto EENT originates with the Battalion Army Air
Defense Command Post (AADCP) in the air defense role. During hours of
} darkness and daylight periods of ground defense alert, command and |
control of gun squads reverts to Perimeter Defense Sector Commanders.

2. As convoy escort, both the M42 and M55 can be used effectively.
The M55 mounted on a 2%-ton truck is preferred due to road and bridge
limitations of the M42 as well as age and maintenance requirements of
the M42 motor carriage. Deployment for convoy escort is generally
? dispersal of weapons throughout the convoy with one weapon in the lead

and one bringing up the rear of the columm. Usually some weapons in

: the column are placed with quick reaction forces and are prepared to
1 move to point of contact quickly if the column is ambushed.

e

3. With its rapid overland and manuever capability, the M42
has been utilized for patrol duty through outlying areas of base de-
fenses. Patrols are made with normally four (4) M42 vehicles in a
3-1 formation. Sometimes infantry are deployed on M42's so that
thicket areas can be probed on foot while M42's manuever to provide
continuous fire support.

i 4. Both the M42 and M55 have proved effective and economical in

i manpower for protection of command posts, engineer work parties and
defense of point targets such as bridges. The high rate of fire of

! these weapons lowers the guard protection requirement, therefore,
releasing infantry to other yriority tasks.

5. Harrassing and interdiction fires have been successfully
accomplished using both the M42 and M55 weapon systems. Both direct
] fire and indirect fire missions have been utilized. When included in !
{ the overall fire plan, these weapons are most suitable to fire flat ¥
trajectory fires along ridge lines surrounding base camps or into
probable avenues of approach. The rapid rate of high velocity fire,
gives a gurprise effect not possible with lower muzzle velocity weapons.

6. Due to the close proximity of the DMZ and the island of Hainan,
air defense early warning is critical. The Battalion AN/GSS-1 radar
is employed as a gap fillar and alternate radar system to the U, S.

(Inclosure 2, Ref Sectioﬁ 1 Para%‘iph 3b) CONF'DENTIAL
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.4dr Foroc Coruiand and Roporting Post (CRP). .ierly warning for air

dofonso is gatherod, correlatod and identifiod by the CRP and passcd

to the ..JCP by tho Bettalion Licison Toan, locatcd jointly with the CRP. |

Basod on oerly werning, tho .ir Dofonsc Coimender (Bettrlion Comnander)

nekos his dooision ns to thc dogrce of rondiness posturc. Gun

%?inting informiation is pessed to fire units in polar coordinatce
ziauth and rengo).

7. In dircct support of infantry on scarch and destroy :iissions,
the 1142 hes proved its wottla., Missions have boon porfopmpd with tho
142, boing used in flenk positions of infentry or just to the roar of
swoeping clomonts, Whon called on, tho M42 wns rcedy to doliver its
firopowor. IHany bunkors and othor enney strong points have been
noutralizod with ..\W firo in this uanncr, Tho }42 has also boen used as
pert of blooking forces in thosc opurations. Noxmelly, four (4) to
six (6) M42's arc attachod to e conpeny., ' |

#

8. In the noar futuro, this .W dattelion is looking forward to
oxtensivo end now operations, With' tho cnd of tho nonsoon rains,
grontor usc oan bo nadc of the M42 in large scalc offensive oporations,

«8 the M55 is air trensportabls by modium holicopters, oxcellent usc §

ce.r; :a mado of these woapons in scouring landing zones and assembly
points. |

Y
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