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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY _ P
2D BATTALION (175mm) (SP), 94th ARTILLERY
APO San Francisco, 96268

AVFa-41-2/94 S Iobruary 1967

SUBJsCl:  Operational Heport for Quarterlr Period wnding 31 January 1967

TO: Commanding General, U. \RPAC, AFO 957
Commanding General, USAAV, APO 96307
Commanding General, IFFOKC.IV irtillery, AFO 94350 ]

\‘RI: (C) SIGATFICANT UIT ACTIVITISS

1. (C) UenerT™ This is the initial report of this unit. -

amation, Training,”rreparation for Overseas llovement, +
Embarkation, as well as phedliqele, specetione arl tras cactiyiTies,

Laj{s‘ft.cs , el a‘Him'r'; rand iy ennel daltm arme presAnTﬁt( >
(1) This battalion was activated as a 175mm Gua dattalion, E;:H
Sk, M-107, at Fort »ill, klahoma, on 1 June 1Sot with a personnel on statio
date of 20 June 1966 and began an intensified combat training program on 20

June 1966. un 3-9 august 1946 the battalion training test w:s successfully
completed and preparation for overseas movement was begun on 10 sugust 1966.

(2) All vehicles and equipment less that which was to accom-
paty the unit, minimum essential equipment (.L33), were packed, processed
and shipped by 2 beptember 1966 from Fort 5ill, Oklahoma to the sesumont,
lexas pecrt of embarkation where it was loaded aboard the Drake Victory. Un
14 september 1966 all ded TAT equipment (11w to accompany the unit but not
to be accessable during the ocean voynge) was shipped from Fort 5ill, Okla-
homa to the Unkland Army Terminal for londing on the troop transport USWS
z1tinge. Un 18 September 19656 the unit was notifisd that some Red TAT
@, dipne it could not be loaded on the usltinge due to cargo limitntions of
the vessel. ‘therefore, part of the 2quipment was loaded nboard the Purdue
Victory vhich was duz to arrive at the swme port of debarkation prior to
the UoN3 dltinge. No problems wers expectzd but one officor fron the bat-
talion was detailed to acconpany the squipnent shinped on the Purdus Victory.

(3) Fersonnel of the unit, less 2 25 man roar dvthcmcnt/ad-
vance party depnrted Fort 5ill, Oklahoma on 22 and 23 September 1946 by
rail movanont, comnareial air and chartored air flights. 4ll parsonncl
arrivad at the Oakland army Port of inbarkation by 1000 hours, 24 Septombor
1966 and inn»liately onbarked on the USNS Zltinge which sailed at 1500 hours
24 dueptxiber 1966.

b. (U) Ocuan Movenent, Dobarkation, Freparation for Tactical Du-
ployaznt.
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SUBJECT:s Operatiogal. fuport for Quarterly.Peried Hnding January 1967

the voyage aboard the USNS Zltingc-

(a) Space. Because of the limited space available and the
number of troops aboard (approxirately 2800) there was very little space to
store and safeguard the Yellow TAT equipment (MEK which was to be accessable
for use during the voyage). Crated individuel weapons had to be uncrated and
issued; the cryptographic equipment had to be stored in a hospital ward and
facilities for classroom type training ware extremely limited. Only one very
small windowlgss stateroom was available to the battalion personnal scection
for payroll preparation and record proceesing.

(b) Laundry. Basic issus of fatigue uniforms was 4 sats
por individual and had been issued to individuals vhen this unit departed the
United States.. Laundry facilities were not available aboard ship. By the 4%h
of Uctober (10th day at sca) individuals wore prohibited from doing their own
laundry by a wataer shortage aboard ship. Conditions due to hoat and work de-
tails ware not conhanced by tha laundry problom. Although arrangemants wore
made to hav: laundry processad at Gkinawa, these were not successful and ro-
sultod in loss of individual clothing on an oxtonsive basis throughout the
battalion. .

(2) Dobarkation. After departure from Okinawa on 11 Octobor
1966 the USNS Eltinge was diverted from its original destination (Qui Nhon,
RG4) north to Da iang, 163, to dubark the battalion ané the 1st Battalion,
40th Artillery. Debarkation of parsonnel was satisfactory. Zzquipment of the
two battalions, howaver, was in the bottom of the ship's hold since other units
had baocn schedulod to debark first whon loading was done at Oakland. All
equipmont aboard th2 ship had to be off loadod into lighters and thoen much
of it roloadid. Tha oporation requircd 4 duys.

(3) rreparation for Doployment. Th> unit landcd at Da Nang,
Vistnam on 15 Ootob:.r 1966, and was staged at dcd Boach on the North bordar
of the city. Tha Draka Victory with all veihicles and othor equipmont had
arrivad on 11 October 19A6, was off londed and equipmont was being processad
anl oiuarded by the 25 man advance party. ilowsver, bacausc of tho facilities
of port, tho cquipacnt was looutod approximatoly 17 rcad miles from the
troop Jtaging arcas The Rod TAT oquipnent off loaded from the USHNS sltinge
was broucht to a third loertion. 'Tho balance of the Hed TAT aquipment was
still at sca aboard th: Purdue Victory destinud for Vung fau. It was not
r:coived until mid November after boing transhipped twioe.

c. (C) Prcticnl Doployment.

(1) ‘e battalion (minus Battory A) was to move to Cnump J.J.
Carroll, coordinatos Y0035545, 12§ niles Southwest of Jong Ha to provide
gunerel support for th: 3d iarinae Divisicne Tho guns and all heavy cquip-
nent dopartod Ve tang by sen on LCU's on 18 October 1966 and arrived at Dung
Ha ~n 19 Octobor 1966. Tha balance of Hgqs, B, C and Sve Battaries lees 20
vihisles and 40 nun mot:r marchad from Da Nang to Phu 8ai to Hue to Dong da
cn 20 Uctobur 1966 arriving at Dong Ha at 1700 hours. barvice Battory
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oooupied a: position at lDong ia. The guns and hcavy equirment Join.:d the
ramainder-of the column and moved to Camp J.J. Carroll arriving at 1410

hours. The final movement of 20 vehicles and eccompanying personncel moved from
Da Neng on 25 Uctober 1966 to Lorg Ha and Canp Carroll. Upon arrival at

Camp Carroll, Batterys3, 6th sattalion, 27th artillery was attached thoreby
forming a full 12 gun battalion at this location.

(2) Battery A. 3attery A movod by sca aboard a Landing Ship
Tank on 20 Uctober 1966 arriving at Chu lai (vic coordinates Bi53%5075) on
21 Uctcher 1966. 'fhe battery occupied a t:mporary position in the vicinity
of coordinates 3:535079. On 26 October 1966, thu battery moved to its pre-
sent position ut coordinates B3631851. They are in general support of ale-
nents f the 18t Marino Divieion. ’

2. (U) Intelligenco

a. Genoral. .08t of tho intelligence information evailable to
this battalion is provided oy the U.s. rarins Corps. bom: information has
beun obtained from organic forward obscervers and air obscrvers although an
organic air s.otion is not availabla.

b. Woathor. The monsoon szason had begun in this sector whon
the battalion arrived. It has baen characterized by torrentinl rains of
savornl days duration and prolonged periods of low ov-~rcast cloudy days
with temporaturcs in the low fifties. Obviously air observation has been i
rostricted since aircr-ft could not fly and ground obsorvations limited by
poor visibility.

c. Forward Obscrvers. The forward obsarvers of this battalion arc
"not assigned or attached to spocific units but do accompany separato patrols
as roquested during scarch and destroy missions. One obs.rvation party is
usually located with a ilarine force on the "Rock Pile" at coordinates
AD9685¢. This partioular location provides excelloent obaservation of threo
major villeys south of the DMZ.

d. Aoerial Ubservations. All aarial observations is coordinated
through the 12th !larine inginent. Army and ilarinc acrial observors are con-
solidn’od and are ~ssigned missions on a rotational bnsis. All acsrial obsor-
vers urderwent a 40 hour refresher course during the month of January 1967.
This ccuraso wus conducted by the 12th kiarine idegiment. Battory A provides
one cir obssrver to the U.S. ihrine Corps 1st Fiald Artillery Group at Chu
1ai.

¢e Surveoy Datn. Obtaining accurate survey data has presented no
particular problon to this battalion. Survey control points with updated
dnta rre scattured throughout the Northern Quang Tri Province. Information
contnined in the rcc.ontly updatad L7014 saries 1:50,000 maps have also con-
tributed to improvae survey data. :

. CONFIDENTIAL .

3




" g b

CONFIDENTIAL -

. AVFA-41-2/94 5 February 1967
8U3J&CPs - Oparational foport for marterly Poriod Ending 31 Jrnunry 1967

. f. ioteorlogicnl Data. The metro saction of this battalion has
thus far provided olectronic data in an excellent mannere. Tha saction
nornally provides thrae mot messagaes each day ranging froa 8 to 10 lines.
'"he scotion has provided, on occasion, six mot massages in one 24-hour
period.

3. (C) vporations and Training Activitios

a. (U) flans. 3d .arine 2ivision OPLAN 377-66 (currontly under
ravision) '

b. (C) uporations.

(1) #ission. ‘the mission of tha battalion at Canmp JoJ. Carroll
is to provide Gu for the 3d ilcrine Division. In addition, supporting fircs
for th. £he Sahn bpocial Forcas Crmp can be provided as required. Battary A
providcs G8 for the 1st ilarine Uivision in tho vioinity of Chu Lai and onn |
fire in support of the Spocial Forcos Canps Tra Bong, Ha thunh and Minh Long.

(2) 4n organizntional ohart is attachod (Inclosure 1).

(3) Capabilitics. From the Camp J.J. Carroll position tha
battnlion can support ihe tahn and firo into nnd across tho DMZ from the
Gulf of Tonkin on the fast to coordinatos XD755651 in the West. Only the
Western 13 kns of the DMZ are out of thmge of tho battalion. 3Battery a
can support tha Spucial Forces Camps at Tra Bong, coordinatos BS3443880, Ha
Thanh, coordinates BS394702 but rmat displace to coordinates B3636785 to
support Minh Long at coordinates 540518,

(4). visplacaaonts.

(a) Battalion. One platoon (2 guns) was displaced from
Canp JeJ. Carcoll to coordinatos XD987553 on the night of 26 January 1967
to provido protection and support of a largs patrol and extraction force.
There werae no difficultiss oncountored althrugh the displacenmont occurred
at 2350 hours. FProtaction for tho displacenint consisted of two M-42 Twin
40, bP, Guns and a sacurity forco of 40 ilarinoes.

(b) Battury A. Battary A has displaced from its base canp )
to coordinates B5636785 on two occasions, 8 Dacumbor 1966 and 12 D.cambor |
1966« Both displacomonts wora onrried out without inocidente Protaction ‘
fur thoe displacamonts ommsisted ‘of A reinforced platoen of Marines plus n
Maring snginoor equad to chock and swa.p all bridges. In both cases, the
duttery A displacomnts were in support of scarch and dusstroy cperntions
being cnrried out by the 1st Marinz division.

(5) Arranition Sxpenditurcs. The following are thé total ' .
rcunds fired during the pariods :
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v October 2,31
November 5,693
Jecember 6,415
January _6.0%
20,453

(6) Gun iubes wmxpsnded. ishere have been 19 tubes changed
during tae reporting period.

(7) OUther attachments. The battalion has exercised operatiocuu’
control of i Sattery, 4th Battalion, 12th ifarines (155mn Howitzer, 11-109),
since the 16th of Decenber 1966.

c. (U) Training.
(1) "Training for the Lattalion enconpassed three phases:

(a) Individual replacement indoctrination
(b) Formal unit instruction
(¢) Integrated training

(2) "Classroon" inst:uction for the thirty-day period pre-
ceding the date of this report stressed the following subjects:

' (a) Geneva Convention
(v) safety
(¢) Character tuidance

(d) Code of Conduct

(e) Command Information

(f) oafeguarding Defense Infornation
(g) First aid
(h) Hateriel icadiness

(3) Integrated subjects included in day-to-day operations
wer: those required in any tactical operation, i.e., light discipline, nap
reading, range estination, etc.

(4) Faniliarization firing with individual weapons was
str.ssad. sSach individual in the battalion fired at least once a nonth.

CONFIDENTIAL
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SU3J.Cls Uperational -eport For wuarterly teriod snding 31 January 1967

de (U) Chemical. uestraining in (s subjects will '3 =mphasized
during the second calcnder quarter of 1967,

e. (U) #5Yv.ids dot applicable.
f. (U) ¥iring Platfors.

(1) +he monsoon began in the area when the battalion arrived,
The soil is a clay type, not the usual laterite frequently found in Vietnam.
A soerious problen of the puns sinking in the mud developed requiring frequent
revositioning of the guns in the battery arca. idelaying of the runs at
night was necessarily slow and it became difficult to position the guns with-
out cant. Assistance in building permanent platforms to position the guns on
was provided by III Jarine amphibious Forc:e To date 5 gun platforms have
been complated in accordance with the plan attachad (Inclosure 2). The mun
platforms have provided a stable base from which to fire, have kept tha puns
out of the mud thus reducing the maintenance problem, and have facilitated
relaying the piecses, espocially at night. UJisplacement of the weapons during
firing is also nminimized (normally 2-4 nils aft:r 4 rounds of charge 3 vrs
10-15 nils whan emplaced in soft earth).

4. (U) Logistics.

a., »upport Structure. UYha battalion was dsployed in the 3d sarine
Vivision arca of opcration and the normal Ary logistics structurc naturally
did not cxist. Yorward support 2luments (F532) of the 1st Logistic Command
wer: i tiblishad at Jon- i wnd Chu Lai with n support conpany at Da wang ~nd
the following procedur:s werc establishued:

(1) Class 1 and 3 bunplics ar: drawn fron :larin: Corps facilitize

(2) Class 5 is provid.d by the 15t Logistical Cormand and storad
in UsiC aivaunition dumps at Jong da and Chu Lai.

(3) Class 2 and 4 itens common to both the amy aad Morina Corps
2r3 raquisitioned through the Foi from the Us Haval oupport sctivities at Da
Wang and Chu lLai.

(4) nopair parts are provided by the 1st Logistical Cormand
fro: wi Nhon. A parts supply facility has beon established 1t Da Hang and
linited parts nre available at Dong da.

(5) 'Mmird echelon maintcnance support would bo provided by the
rom'y 2t Dong Ha and Chu Lai.

b. bupport ..dequacy.
(1) Gonornl oupport. The unit's advance party included suf-

ficient su}:}\]:,\' personnal to stablish accounts and bigin requisitioning ou
3 vetober 1966. Cluss I,.I1I and V itens have posed no prohlem to date.
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Of a totul of 932 requisitions for Class II and: IV, 292 have been v:lidated
and 149 have been filled or partially filled. Few expendable II and IV sup-
plies ware recived through the forward support eleuent until approximately
1 January 1967. 4although the “attalion had brought the authorized 15-day
supply of expendable ites from CWiUs, they in essence had to last 24 monthe
suvplemented with what could he bor.owed locally from other military units.
With the expansion of the supporting FSi in Vong Ha and Chu lai, logistical
support improved markedly during i1e wonth of January 1967.

(2) Maintenance Support and bunply.

(a) Gun Maintenance. Support of the battalion guns has
been excellent. 'The ordinance mechanics and repairmen have been knowledge- |‘
able, experienced, and were invaluable in keeping the guns operational.

(b) Gun Repair Parts. 'fhere have not been any severe
problems in obtaining deadline parts for the guns. The request for such
parts have been expedited by TwX's, telephone calls and air surply. <his
procedure was used extensively prior to tha stockage of an appracisble amount
of parts by the forward support elament. ’

(6) Repair Parts for Automotive and ingineer Equipment. '
Some difficulty has been experienced in obtaining repair parts for automo-
tive and engineer equipment. 'this is especially true of major components
such a#s engines, transmissions, fuel injector pumps, atc.

(d) Wech Supply. The overall functioning of tech supply
was vory slow during the first nonths in country. The authorized 15-day
supply of PLL brought with the unit was about 926 f4i11. Phis PLL had to
last for approximately 2 months since the first PLL parts that were requi-
siticnad werse not ruceived until the 3d week of December 1966. By nid i
January 1967, the supporting tech supply bogan to improve and requiditioned
parts began to arrive in satisfactory quantitiss. During January the unit H
also bagan receiving validations and status cards on outstanding requisi- .
tions. As of 31 January 1967, over 50% of the requisitions hava either baen |

- filled or validated. As of 31 January 1967, 2237 parts raquisitiond have

been submitted, 652 validatod and 513 filled or partially filled. The PLL.
statvs ae of 31 January is as followss

=

LINi COLU.IN 1 COLUMN 2 CULUIN 3 COLIMN 4 COLUMN 5
Total of 9% of total % of total % of total % of total

line itoms at 100  at 50% at 25% at 0

fill fill £ill balanca
1. arvtillery 168 T2/0 1% Ove 1T
2. Auto & .ng 853 73 6 1 20 -
3. oignal 75 33 0 0 17
4. trmstr & Chen 233 _£9 _& _4 21
5. Jotal 1,349 12% 6% 2 204
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e. Transport: tion.

(1) ‘‘ransportation of sunplies and equipment to both the Dong
da and Chu lai areas has teen a major problem., All materiel must be trans-
ported by airior by sea msing LCU's to Dong'Ha from Da Nang and L5T's from
Da liang to Chu Lai. In addition., pilferag: is a problem at the immediate
loading and shipping points. rnoad networks irom Da Nang to Dong Ha and Chu
Lai can not be used extensively since they are in contested texrritory.

A M:DCAr program was started in mid January in
conjunctiicn with the 34 ilarine legiment in their TAOR. Although this bat-
talicn has been assigned 7 villages, only 2 are secured at this time. Lia-
ison has been established in these 2 villages and 43 patients treated during
two visits. The program will be expanded as quickly as possible.

5. (U) Civil Affairs.

6. (U) Personnel
a. (C) adninistration/Personnel.

(1) +his vattalion is assigned to I Field ¥orce Vietnam Artil-
lery for Army peculiar administration. Battery B, 6th Batcalinn, 27th Arti’l-
lery became attuched to this battalion for administration on 15 Uctober 1966.

(2)

Noraal &1 activities have been conducted since arrival in
Vietnam.

(3) btrength.

(a)
ing 31 Jenuary 1967:

suthorized and assigned strength for the period end-

UNIT AUTHOAIZ'D ASSIGNED
OFF WO HI OFF WO EM

2/94 34 4 522 31 4 535

B/6/27 3 0 110 4 0 96

(b) Changes during the period indicated:

JELD GAINS LOS9£S
OFF WO Ef OFF WO &1

2/94 1 0 41 2 0 18

8/6/27 1.0 10 1 0 20

(¢) Casualties during the period indicated:

IYPu

Non-sattle Death 1

| 8
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(4) Fersonnel Managenent.

(a) During the recorting 1. ried nornal psracmnel work has
been accomplished. Pay has bean a problom in that the unit had to convert
all finance records to the tarine Corns Fay oystem (the data card system for-
mally used by the army) since there was no Army finance office in the area to
pay the battalion. In adiition, the finance records of dattery B, 6th dat-
talion, 27th Artillery were also converted. A total of 673 records were in-
volved. In January 1967 an A:my Finance Office was established at Da Nang
the records were reconverted and the unit is now under the Army pay systenm.
Yaydays for the battalion have been as follows:

(1) 17 October 1966 - Partial ray for September

' (2) 14 Novemher 1966 - Balance of puy for September=
Uotober :

(3) 5 December 1966 - November pay

(4) 31 December 1966 - December pay

(5) 31 January 1967 - January pay

e oo

Very few complaints were received on the January 1967 payday when pay data
sheets were distributed with the pay.

(5) Morale. ‘'the morale of the unit is outstanding.

(6) Akt Program. The folluwing out-of-country R&3's have
l been allocated to this battalions

=

OID0ODO0OO0OO0QOO lg
t
o
Q
=
=

LUCATION

baoornw-no I

Bangkok

Hong Kong
Kuala Lumpur
tlanila
Singapore
Penang
Taipei

Tokyo

Hawaii

DIOMPLOOSSONN

Motals

51

(7) Dacorations gnd Awards. The followding awards and decora=-
tions have been presentad during the period:

Army Coumendation iledal 35

9.
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(8) Mail. 'This battalion experienced some difficulty with
mail initially in that mail was forwarded from the last CuL.lUS duty station

- t0 ARV 96291 which was the planned debarkation point in Vietnam. Later,

this was changed to 96289, Upon arrival in Vietnam the battalion was init-
ially serviced by the Air Force APU 96362 at Dong Ha until the Army APO could
be set up, APO 96269. i1his changse cf APO's, four within a month, initially
caused delay of mail forwarded from Fort Sill.

(9) .eligious dervices. suligious services ere scheduled and
held weekly by Protestant and Cathulic Chajlains assigned to serving ilarine
Corps units.

(10) sledical. This battalion operates a battalion aid station
and has an organic surgeon. 'The following statistics are submitted:

(a) Total patient visits (Unit personnel) 399
(b) 4dmitted to hospital (In-Country) 25
(¢) wvacuated out-of-country '3
(d) ialaria cases 2

(11) Dviseipline, Law and Urder. Judicial and non-judicial
actiony includet

ARTTCLE 15 SULARY COURY oP40TAL COUL GENSRAL Col.i
28 0 2 0

(12) wvafety Hecordable hccident by unit ares

V:HICLS P IYSONNEL
3 ' 2

(13) sducation. There are presently no éducatiOn facilities
in the battalion. ’
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SECTION II: (C) COLIANDLR'S 035 IRVATION AND RECOIIsivATIONS
PART I: OBSRAVATIONS (L3s0§S Lzildad)
1. (U) Personnel
a. Item: Llate neceiﬁt of allotments

Disoussion: Some of the dependents did not receive their allot-
ments on schedule although the requests were processed in what appeared to be
adecuats time. The following month, two allotmont checks were received.

Ubsaervation: 41l allotments of units departing for overs:as
should be furwarded 10 wecks prior to initial starting datu rather than 6
waexs which is now usad as the planning factor.

b. Item: Protection of Blank Forms

Discussion: 1 good sunply of blank forms was brought with the
btattalion and carefully packad. However, thc movement of the unit during
the monsoon saason and inadequato dry storage facilities proved that inad-
cquate protection was afforded. Many forms werc ruined, espercially tha Db
Form 2139, ilanual Pay Voucher. '

Obsorvationss Blank forms should be packed in waterproof wrap-
piigs before shipment to-Vietnam: =

2. (C) Oparations.
a., Itemt uamagad or otherwise unserviccable Powder Components

Discussicn: Approximataly 20/ of thc 175um powder is not safe
to fire, .under existing inspoction exiteria, when it r»achus the gun position.
Ono lot (63518~57) was suspend:d when the primer burned a hola through the
isniter pad but failed to sa2t off the charge, thus causing a dang:rous hang-
Yire. ‘Mo hundrisd forty-two cannisters of this lot wore trucka:d 19 milos
ov.i murgenally safe roads to the gun positions hefore attampting to fire
tham,  'The powder in the for:going instance was dry, however, the charactor-
ist ¢ cldor of cther was missing. The majority of unscrvicesble powdor is
uns: fu boecause of mishandling in transit. bSoevor:ly dented cannisters from
whk. ¢h powder cannot be extracted are found daily. ‘the denting caused brok.n
and flaked igniter tubes which, undor present inspaction procedurss, must he
deatroy:ed. some powder has bueen found to be wet whon opencd, although the
amount to dat: hae basn an insignificant part of the total.

Obs._rvationg: Powdar camnisters are rulatively thin and fragile

containers and must be treated as such in th: supply chain. Car: by fork-
lift ogzerators, in partizular, will help to climinate or roduce this unsat-

isfactory condition.
CONFIDENTIAL
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8UBJECY: Opoerational ileport for Quarterly Forind snding 31 Jonuary 1967

b. Itom: anticipating Location of WVA/VC

Disrussiont This battaliin has triad scveral systams to on-
hancy rapid responsec to requeeis for fire., Upcn initial occupation of
pusition, guns were 1aid by plations an various azimuths around ‘the -crnpass.
Ddispite tho wide coverage affarded by this system, too often platoons, a
battory or ths battalion had tc ba rolnaid to bring under firs a target in
2 totally new diriction. Subsecquontly, guns remained laid in the direction
~f the last target fired; thiz, too, prived to be unsatisfact~ry. The pre-
cent system for anti:ipating targ: :s shortens resprnse tine ccnsiderably.
3y using all available intelligencz inlcrmati-r, studjing the trends of
enewy novenent, and kncwing his fondness for stricking lightly defended
ocutpoats, the guns can be aimed toward the mcet likdly .tergbt - areas wéll
ahead nf the need for fire. -Guns are laid after dusk tc deny the enery
knowledge of the direction of fire. Generally, cne nr more tubes are pnintec
toward adivsor outposts which are subject to attack nr harassment, and two
cr .acre tutes are pointed toward the infiltration routes from the DMZ. Other
guns are laid for d4l fires or pointed toward NVA/VC harbering areas. darely,
i . a zun relaid to fire upon a target which has surprised the battalion. On
th: ¢ crcasiuns when » gun rust be relaid, the new area Jf fire is evaluated
ir lipght of the current enemy situation and, if necessary, a new balance is
s uciz in the lay of the battalion. the ourrent pradiction systen has savod
L w0y precious minutes when a target was cpen tc attack.

Observaticnss Guns may be laid at leisure which raduces wear
aii tear on the carriage. The benefits of prelininary targeting are obviour

c¢. Item: burveillance /f Uffasct

Discussicn: The prepunderance of 175mm, gunfire has been expendel
upcn unvbserved nevuvralization and H&I nissions. OSeveral nissions fired upon
targets «f npportunity have been chserved by llarine Patrcls or aerial observeres
The usual immediate surveillance report is "wffect cn Target" or "Gecod Coverage
Harely, because of dense traes or thick vegetaticn, has & spacific affect sur-
+=illance beén reéported tc FDCe .any danaga reports have been received hours
o1 dayt afier completicn 2f a nission, hrwavar, actual casualty assessnents,
for prac’:cal purpuses, have nct bsen t-o frequent.

Vbservetii-.ngs Unite 1~ fire into jungled terrain shovld not ax-
rect seh 0lbak surveillance reporise 1t is waportant for the ncrale of the
sun crews to giva thenm all available surveillance reports.

d. Item: Survey C-ntrol

Disoussion: osurvay eontr-~l was axtended fron Hill 250 locatod
aprw .ximataely 1000 netars from the battalion pusition area.

~ CONFIDENTIAL
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AVPA-AT-2/94 | i 5 Pebruary 1967
SUBJECT: Operational Heport For Quarterly Period inding 31 Junuary 1967
Obse iongs ‘e trig marker placed by the Vietnamese Gec=-
graphical Soolety and verified by the French in 1962 proved to be e valid
oontrol point. Closing accurady exceeded 1:19,000. '

.  Item: Lffects on Jargots
Discussions The variety »f vegetation ab-unding in this area

of vperation ocritically effects fuze selection. Current meps accurately
dopict the type of ground cover and must be studied carefully befure plan-

- ning fires. The most satisfactory fuze or fuze combinations are as follows:

(1) Dense, heavily cenopied jungles 1005 delay will penetrate
to ground level causing tree blow-down and wocd fragmentation.

(2) Lightly forested regionss iiixed fuzo (quick and delay)
causes immense damage, tree blow-down, cratering and, depending upon the angle
of fall, sume air bursts.

(3) Elephant grass and brushwood: Fuza quick (VT on trcops in
the »pen) produces excellent effect.

'The Comp B projectile fill appeare to create a sharp pressure wave which up-
roots or snaps trcces as much as fourtesn inches in diameter. Patrols which
have crossed jungled arecas report that tree blow-down from a single shell is
80 sevors that one to three hours is required to traverse the impact point.

Obsarvations: The S3 should make as thorough a map study of the
strike zone a8 time permits to learn the roquircment of a particular target.
It may bo just as critiocal to eliminate tree blow-down during LZ prep firas
as it is tc cause it whon firing upon cnemy troops. Unless firsthand know-
lodgoe axists of tho target area, maps should ba trusted to acouratoly dcpict
th type of vogotation.

£. Itont Sooond Strikos
Digcussions The NVA/VC will expend evory effort to racover
+nair dead fur burial, and will effoct reccovery from tho battlofield as rap-
idly as possible. Therefors, after sholling troeps, this unit makes it a
practica to wait 15-45 minutas, thon fire sovoral runds randomly intc the
asras alroady saturatod to hit the rocovery dotails.

Obsorvationss whother this prncedurs actually works is specu-
lative at this point of tima.

3. (V) Suourity and Intclligence, loss Communica tions Intelligence.

a. Itoms Gummad papor tape for sonling classificd material.

" CONFIDENTIAL |
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Discussion: AR 330-5 requiras that guumed paper tape be util-
ized to secure classified material for shipment. .xperience in storing
guomad paper tapa indicates that it should be stored in a cool ixy place.
During monsoon seasons, the humidity causes the paper tape to adhere to it-
solf rendering it uséless. Fostal regulations prohibit the use of self
sealing tape, i.e., masking or scotch tape as it can be removed and replaced
very easily.with proparly applied heat. The use of gummed military envel-
opes also involves the same difficulty.

Obssrvations: Units oxpacting to arrive in the sepublic of
Vistnam should consider stocking a good supply of gumless tape and liquid
glue or muscilage, which can be applied to the tape at the time of utili-
zation. Facilitios rosponsible for procurement of gurmed cenvelopes should
make available gumlaes tapa and envelopes to units in the hepublic of Viotnam.

b. Item: Currait Station List

Discussion: After arrival in country this unit was unable for
an extendod poriod of time to locato or have access to a current station
list with APO's and town locations. The unit was required to contact other
unite in RVN for transfer of equipmont without benefit of information as to
town looation or APO.

Observations: Current station lists with the AFO's and town
locntions should be made availeble to units immediately upon arrival in
country and should be updated monthly.

o. Items warning Systom

Uiscussion: Units usually usa various sound producing davices
or methods such as vehicle horns, benting on sholl cosings, etc., to pro-
vide warnings in the evmt of ground or air attack, CBR attacks, ato. Al-
though such duvices nre froquantly satisfactory at battory or company lavel,
tho largo basc camps that are froquently cstablished in Vietnam eover too
great an arca for such systoms to provide timoely warnings. This unit has
raceivaed 2 siron from tho citizons of Pampe, Texas. The siraon is mounted
on a towur, ountrally located in the cnmp and is activated by tho unit ro-
sponsib.e for dufensy of tho cam; . In tha vvont of ground attack or nortar
attack, irmodinte warnings can be sounded camp-wide through the use of the
siren. whon instnlling such a device, n back up power source should be
pro;:ldad 80 that a power failure or changs over will not render the siren
usaglass.

Obsarvationss Large baso camps can install A positive rapid
w:ming dovice to cover tho entire area by tho use of a properly installed
siren.

4. (U) logistios

ay Itoms Tentage Haquiromants

- e e —— -
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SUBJECT: Operational .sport for Qerterly Period Ending 31 Jewary 1967

Viscussior : Frior to devarture from CONUS, this bair~Tion was
issued enough tents, Lr wciliva, to house the vnit on the vic’s of 16 men to
each tant. It is extremely dilf.ouls {0 liov3n 16 nen and their equipment in
one GF mediun tent. '

Obgervationa: GP nadiun tents should. be authorized on the basis
of 1 tent per 10 nen.

b. Item: Damage or loss of Equipment

Discussicns Juc to the lack of conax containers at Fort bill,
large anount of equipment was palletized for shipment. uany of the nallzti: -
loads were damaged in handling at the ports and some pilferage did occur.
During the off loading and sorting of equipment in the staging arsa (an all
nirhc (paration) pallets were difficult to identify since the equipmoent  f
two batialions wis being off loaded ~t the same timo.

Ubsoervatirng: Shipping 2ll 2quipment in conex containoers w uid

Jueevent danage and expedita sorting on arrival in country.
c. Jtau: oShortage of LA 50-901

Discusaion: Shortly after arrival in Vietnam, replacements woro
~rguived that overfillad the battalion. Whe replacements did nct have TA 5C-
0% gear in thcir possession and there were ncne available in the battalicr 4.

sooperly equip them.

Ubgervaticng: Units =hiould dapluy from CONUS with 2t least 10,
«vemge of Y. 30-901 cquipment and weepors.

de Itom: shortag: of amor, Body Frotective

Discussiont Jhe unit arrived in Vietnanm without body vritoctive
armor. <12 road march fron Da Nang 4o Dong Ha and fron Chu Lai ¢to the basc
camp lo>.¢inn ware thriugh contested torritory. Two hundred protective arnor
jackets were aviilable from the 1st Ling Command and an additional 300 were
borrowed from thie USHU.

tbservitionss Issue of body pretective srmor t: depl-ying units
in CONUS w.uld provent this problep. '

ce xtanat Refriguration and Generators

Jdiscussion: ‘This battalion was shipped a WABT(K pack c-nsisting
cf 1ombor f.r 8C GP madiun tent francs (pre-cut), Y kitchen t:nt franes i
tonts, and was supposed to inecludo 5 10-kw genorators, § U cu ft r:frigerat.r
plus encugh alcctrieal materiel to wire u base caap. All gencrat-rs, rolri-
at:.rs and part ¢ the clectricnl matoriels were deleted from the shipmont.
The battalion pssesses the following 704 ganorturs:
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el H(1)77420 volt, 60°dydle, .5 kv . 1 euh
s )-.:' ¢ 2) 120.velt,’ 60#&.,'019- " SGC kw 1 amca
’ o, 3) 120 volt, 60 oycle, 1.5 kw " 4 each
: 4) 120 vold 3y $0 37 1e; 10.0 kw ‘. each
. B 5 120 el .w wcle,' 3.0 kw 9 sach

The 1 0 kv generator is used oxoluaively for operating the iletro Section's
RAWIN sat. Of the other 16 genorators, 9 were deadlined as of 31 January
1967. Constant operation of those small gunerators has been necassary to -

rovide minimum lighting iu critical installations such as FDC's, Parsonnel.
31, otos  tach battery roquires at lodst a 10 kw genorator. uuring the mon-
soon season, the weathar has bheh relatively cool and food storage has not
bean a major problam although some rations have spoiled befora they could
be used. with va.m wal.ther a.bmt to ayrive, refrigaration is necessary.

ok tak t (RE!
Qoae"vationaa Uniﬁ ‘shoml® deploy from CONUS with aduquate

gouara.tora and refrigeratora.

f. Item: Cold waatho:« tmtpmut

Discuseions J¥ield jackets, mountain slecping bags and tent
stoves wore considered unnecessary befors laaving Fort Sill. idountain
sleeping bags were issusd in lieu of ponoho ligers, however, in this sector
of Vieinan, the tenparature ranges in the hish 40's and low 50's during the

113000 SoABON.e 4

Obsorvationss Cold weather equipnent partioularly field jacketas
ené. nountain sloeping bags are roquirod in 4this sector of Viatnan.




AVEa-4-2/94 5 February 1967
SURJuCY: uperational neport For quarterly Period inding 31 Jaauary 1967

Yagl ITr o CARPLENDATIONS

1. (U) Personnel. Allotments sheuld be processed 10 weeks in advance
of starting date instead ¢f the puisent 6 weeke.

2. (U) Logistics

a. Units deploying from the States should be authorized and issued
GP medium tents on the basis of 1 {..:t per 10 men.

! b. Units deploying from the States should be isrued sufficient
generators and refrigeration equipment prior to deployment.

! ¢. Units deploying to Vietnam should be authcrized a 30 day PLL
and expendable supply stockage level.

d. Units deploying to Vietnam should be provided enongh conex
containers for all equipment.

e. Units deploying to Vietnam shcuala be anthorized a 1055 overage
of TA 50-901 equipment.

f. Units Toying to Vietnam should be issuzd body protective
avmor prior tc deparyv

Pt o T

2 Incl RAICHALD G. TUEPRY
as LPC, Avvillary
Conmanding
{
1
H
{
|
!
|
]
17
T




dolio~

)
2y %7
\ |
8 (1)
L
0
b 41
} )

foto~

e o

OCLCE'S TVYP/CAL

G X 6” TIMBER / y
ALL ArouNP

?\/ & ;

S,

|5

24-0"
46"  7t6* 7.6~ _ 4te"
| | 1
TN 1N 2T
A [ [ [ ]
mf" N o
°
[ \
|
/ - /
l'fI‘
A
N\
¥
-~
i al i
L §iYg
U | )~
L— 2LAVERS-2"%/2" PLANKS .
N —
\-'* .\_" k_—’_ 4




R T

ROCKk FILL
AlLL ApouNp

INSIDE OF

J
loto~
Joto~

Sto®

STANPARD 55 GALLON DRUM
FILLED W/TMH CONCRETE

12°x/2° TIMBER

24" Block

-

SLEEPER DIA



INSIPDE OF 12"¢ /2" TIMBERS AROUND

&L
\TYFICAL

+— Gy G SLEEPER ]

| 4

é-o"
TYm/C,

o
[

a"xj2"

SLEEPEP L/AGAM

 SCALE: 3//6"-/40*

i




ik o

loto”

‘

C'x 6" TIMBER
ALL ArounNe

BCACE'S TYP/CAL

.--"J#
2LAYERS-2%12" PLANK'S
pami N 27N\

H H M re
v _7 » N

i — -
76" 746"

PLAN of GUN PLATFOR,

SCALE:3//6"s/-0"

2% 2"x Vd'L-WELD TO VERT. LS

30" MM

/27 /2" TIMBER
mnr—7
g
i
6“x6" TIMBER L
BRACE p
i | BTa,: A B~ CoNC.
gl I - wiTs
HIER A S IN co
N SR i
1 P"li"t_‘_._.__. ,‘ ;
i [ §%eI80e |4 _
l 40" i ,:_;_::-' _¥ W7 RE
6"x6°x 80" TIMBEA ; B LET M

Juut 2

SECT/ION A-A4

SCALE: /s /10"




i

W'?‘ B B

L
’I-"

E’:fssr‘if.t'ﬂdm
s, ¥ P ami,

H H 2
-'I 1 N\ -'I 'T A

.| |

/_‘n 7L‘n

IN PLATFORMS

&:3//6"2/-0"

IN CONC.

}L
STANDCARD 55 GALLON PRUM

FILLED W/TMH CONCRETE

12°% /2% TIMBER

2"x4" 8lLock

O" RIVER RUN GRAVEL

CONC. FILLED 55 GAL.ORL/M
WITA 22"« V4" &S ANCHORED

W7 REBAR WELDED To £

SL
2 LAvERS
Z NN\

RIVER PLUN GRAVEL

SYsMSoLl

DEPT. OF THE NAVY |
UN/
MOBILE CO.
OFSIGN:
| ovaww: 7ELLEFsaN
OUTE: 17 JANuARY 1967
CHECK: P10 f ik mierrn
ENOR OFF: ( Jf  —1
Iorps oFr: i




-

2"x /2"

SLEEFPER L/IAGRAM

SCALE:3//6"= /10"

2 LAYERS 2"x/2° PLANKING —7

A NN AN NNN\NNED

RIVER FUN GRAVEL

SECT/ON B8-8

SCALE : //27= ILO”

. - -

SsYMsoL oxscrIPTION Mra Arro
= .
REV/IS/IONS
OEPT. OF THE NAVY PUCIFIC FLEE

UNITED STATES NAVAL
MOBILE CONSTRUCTION BATTALION FIVE

OFSIGN: GUN EMPLACEMENT
[ ovaww: 7L Lerean for M-107,/75 mm

aura: 17 January 1967 | GUN, SELF-PROPELLED
CH‘CA"JK[ i oo : DOoNG ,“,Z“M

ENCR OF K : 5 j: Sirataee- APProvep: o e i f : B‘fl‘
oPs_oFr: \W as— commarews ofricae |7 <7

SCALE: AS PRAWING Na | SHEET /’
! o

Norso






