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CONFIDENTIAL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 1ST BRIOADE 101ST ATREORNE DIVISION

AP0 §63L7
AVED-C March 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report, Operatlon OATLING I and II
(MACVARCS/03/32)
THRU: Cormanding General

I Field Force Vietnam
APO 36350

1. (0) Name of Operation: Operation GATLIIG IAMTLING II,

. (U) Dates of Operaldion: GATLING I: 1 February - 5 February 1967.

GATLING II: & February = 15 February 1947,
3, (U) Location: GATLI™G I: LAM DONG Province

GATLING II: RBINH TUY and BINH THUAN Province.

Lo (U} Command Hoadquarters: 1st Brigade, 101st Airborme Division,

Se (U) Reporting Officer: Brigadier General S. H, Matheson, 1lst
Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division.

6. (C) Tesk Orgarization: Tho task organization of the Brigade minus
at the initiatIon of éﬁera‘.{on GATLING I is shown below, Significant changss

to this organization for the conmduct of GATLING II were tha loss of OPCON of
Company B, Sth Special Forces Group on U Fehrusry and the addition of 2d
Battalion, 7th Cavalry, minus, which came under the operzational conirol of
the Brigade from 5 February to 15 February 1967,

1/327 Inf 3de HHC (-)
LR®P Plat (=)
1 Engr Plat MP Plat (-)
L2d Inf Flat, Scv Dog (-~)
2/502 Irg . 20th Chem Det (=)
181 MI Det (=)
1 Engr Plat KB-1, 2LSth Psy Cps Co (=)
1/101 Avn See (-)
2/320 Arty (-) 405 RRD {-)

A/326 Eagr (=)
BL/30 Arty (-)

Co B, 5th .FG

5 Co'a, like Force
2 Co's, CIDG

7. (C} Supperting Forces:
a, 2/320 Arty (-): Employed in a direct support role,
b. B1/30 4irty (-): Provided goncral support reinforcing fires,
¢, 17th Awn Gp: Provided four light airmobile companies in general
support, These helicopters flew troop lift, combat support, and resupply
missions,

d. 179th ani 180th Asseult Support Hellcopter Company: Provided
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBD-C March 1967
' SUBJECT: Combat Operationz after Action Report, Operation GATLTNG I and IT
(MACV/RCS/I5/225 (3)

. CH-L47 airecraft cn a mission sunport basis for use in displacing and resupplying
artillery batteries,

€« 5th Air Commando Squadron: Provided airlift supnort for Psy War
operations.

f. 7th B2 Air Force: Flew 12 tactical air missicns tctaling 30
sorties. Seven of *thes: misri-ns were preplannet ond five wire irmed;-tc, The
immedizte strikes were rcqQuested through the Adr Force Direct Air kequest
HNet and the average response time from the initiation of the requssts until
tine-over target was 25 minui:s. All targots were suspected VZ base areas
and airstrikes rc-=ulted in 9°% crdinance on target, and 55% target arca cover-
age. Twenty structures ani tso bunkers werc destroyrd and one secondary fire
was remarted, In addition the Air Forze flcn 102 iranuport sortres, aal 7 ree
cunnaissoce missisns in eirect support of the Brigade. 88 sorties were flowm
by FAC's in forward air contrcl, artillery fire ahd visual reconnaissance
missions,

bl ke

[ ERTIRIS

ge 1hth Frgr Bn: Provided general support and maintained 8.0 LOC :
Airfield.

o

h, SLth Sig Bn: Frovided general support.

1. L9Bth Med Det (Airmebile): Provided responsive, rapid evacuatinn
support to the Brigade throughou: the oparation, H

8. (U) Intelliponce: Seo Inclosure 1, Intelligence.

9. (C) Misgisn: Y. ndquart. rs, I Ficld Ferce Vietnam directed the 1st
Brigad., 1CIzt Airborne Divirtion wo conduct a raid tyre opzration against a
suspectei high level political rmeeting of Headquerters Military Region VI,
vic TAN DILLM, YT990Z56 to cepture key perscnncl, documcnts and equipment, and
to be prepered for subsiquent offinsive oper-tions against the suspected location
of Headquarters, Military Feglon VI vic ZT240430.

10. (C) Concept of Operation: GATLING I censisted of a rald by the Brigade
minus cne battalTon, rcinforced with five Mike Force and two CIDG companies,

against the suspected mecting place of Headquarters Military Region VI vic TAN
DJIRAN, YT$90%65, Following a B-52 strike against the ohjective area, the Mike
force and CIDS companics, under the control of I C3, Sth Special Forces Group,
blocked routes of cgress to the north and west while thc lst Battalion (Air- .
borne ), 327th Infantry and 2d Battelion (Alrtorre), S024 Infantry conducted an
airmobile assault to cxplolt the B-52 strike from the scuth and cast, GCATLING
I consisted of a planned two battalion raid follwwing B-52 strikes against

the suspected location of Headouarters Military Region VI vic 2ZT2L0L30, 2d
Battalion (Airbornz), SO2d Infuntry conducted =n airmobile assault north and
weat of suspected cnomy locations and 2d Squadren, 7th Cavalry (-) assaulted

by helitopter and overland movement from the south and southeast. 1st Battalion
(Airborne), 327th Infantry was kept on airetrip alert at BAO LOC to exploit

the situation as it develope”,

b S D s s

11. (C) Execution:

a. Operations GATLING I and GATLING II were characterized by the large
scale employment i helic.pters to initially position mameuver elements so as to
rapidly exploit B-52 surikes, Detsailed search operations wero corducted in and
adjacent v B-52 sirike arcis and although contact throughout both operations
; was rclstively light, scveral large caches and base aria enmplexes were dls-

TNy PRI

il ot

.

covered and destroycd. The terrain in the Area of Operations was characteriged
by moderatlcy thick hardwood forest and reletively light undergrowth,

\ b, On 30 and 31 July, only six days after the initiation of Omp ration
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVBD-C

SUBJECT: Combat Opcraticns after jction fiwport, Operatlon GATLING I and IT
{MLCV/ACS/53/32) (V)

FARRAGUT, 1st Battalion (Airbarne), 327th Infortry amd 2d Battalion (Airborne),
502d Infantry cxtractcd from field lceabions in the FARRI.GUT AQ and began prep=
arations in PHal DANG for deployment on Opcration GATLING I. In on attempt to
decelve the cncmy as to the Brigade's true intentions 2 cover plan was published
indicating that the Brigads was to reinforece tho B™TD 40 by deploying assault
elements of two infantry tattalions to PHAN TWITT, T» further enhance deception
ro advance preparation was male at Bi0 IC to recciwe or supply the Brigade and
all planning and coordination for operations in thc GATLING I AQ wos accorglished
under « Top Secret security classification, Personal liaiscn was substituted
whenever possiblc for written messages, On 31 Januvary assault elements of lst
Battalion (kirborne), 327th Infmtry and 2d Battal ion (Alrbefne), 502d Infantry
deployed by C-13C alicraft to THAN THIET., This meve scrved to positien units

of tho Brigade for the raid and to emhance the credibility of the deception plan,

c. ©On 1 February, the Brigade minus 2d Battalion (Adrhornme}, 327th
Infantry commenced Operatisn GLTLIYC I in LAM DONG Province northwest of BAO
10C by conducting an airmobile raid following a B-52 strike on & susrccted
wagh level cnemy conference near TAN DJIRAN, YT990865. B Company, Sth Special
Forces Oroup became OPCON to the Nrigade at -that time, At Ol0900H, Company B,
1st Battalion (Airborno), 327th Infantry ccnducted airmobile assault froin
FHAN TRIET into LZ !fARY {a distance of appradmately 90 lom) whilo the battalion
minus cloced BAD LOC via C-130 aircraft from PHAN RANG and conducted alrmotile
assault intc LZ MilY. (sce Inclosure 2, Tab A) All elemonts of the 1lst
Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infanmtry clescd into the AQ by 011300H and had
bogun movement nrorth on muitirle axes to black routes of sgress out of tho
objsctive aree, 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry initlated airmobile
assaults from PHAN THIET at OLOY19H with s task force consisting of Company
A, Coempany B and HHC (-). Corpany C and the remainder of HHG arriving by
€-130, conducted an airmcbile assault from BAO LOC and by O11LOOH the 2d
Battalion (Adirborne), 502d Infantry had complcted the block and had begun
moving west on multiple axes. The Mike Force controlled by Company B, Sth
Special Ferces Oroup corpleted its airmobile assault from TAN RAI to LZ's PEG,
LI2 and SKIREY at 01112 and blocked routes ~f cgress to the nerth and west,
The Brigads TAC CP assurcd control of thc operation from EAO LOC at 01110CH
Feb. Tho operation of the CP was complicated by the tomporary loss of a C-130
1oad of persorncl ard cquirment. One company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry became
OPCON to the Brigado at 0l1600H Feb. It arrived in BXO LOC by C-130 aircraft
and essumed the migsion of Bde Trmediate Actisn Force. To preclude compromise
of the Brigade's plan, logistice build-up in the GAO 1LOC area was prohibited
prior to initiation of the asszult. All elements assculted with sufficiznt
Class I, 111, and V suprlies for a threo day period., A complicating feature
of the operation was thr nceessity of flyirg in helicopter fusl aftor the
air assaul® phase hed borun, 0-123 aircraft landed with bladders of fuel at
the old TAQ LOC <irt ctrip w:iic less than 2,000 meters away C-130's were
bringing in trooys and cquinment and helicopters were boing loaded for the
assault, Desritestrin-ent security measures immosed on the Brignds; engineer,
airfield contr:l, and lopistics personnel at 3AQ LOC apreared generally well
informed. The rassive atr move into the BAQ LOC area-was apparent {rem the
amount cof traffic “weadezst in tho. olear on the Cosmkal Senter Tlight Fol-
loving Net ctartirz oproximately 010730 hrs, During the peried 1-3 February
1/327 Irfantry, 2/5L¢ Trfa,btry and attached units conducted a therough secarch
of the cbjectiv. ar~a w. in nogative resulta. No evidsnce was found that weuld
substantiate the -risonce of an onemy headquarters in the arca, 1/327 Infantry
began extroctior frin 4. GATLING T AO 031130H Feb and by 031525H the btattalion
closcd at'new BAU [OC alriirin, On 3 Fob a Mike Force Company tripped a booby.
trapped artillery »wund sesulting in 4 US KIA (Arty INO party), 2 CIDG ¥IA, and
10 CIDG WIA. US Crecial Ti.ces and Mike Parce slemrnts incurred additinnzl
cacuclties when o or two snipers fired at helicopters taking off from L2 PEC.
2/502 Infantry extracted from the #0 and clesed now BAD LOC airatrin (41000H

Feb 27. Mike Force and CIDG torminated operatinna and OPCOY statid Jil150H
Feb 6T,
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CONFIDENTIAL A

AVEN-C
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Acticn Rzaport, Operation GATLING I and II
(MACY/RCS/AT2/32) (U)

de Operation GATLING IT zommenced in BINH TUY Province, NW of
PHAN MIET on OSO0SLSH Feb 47 with 2/502 Inf and ¢/7 Cav (=) following B-52
strikes on suspected lccations of Headquarters, Military Region VI. 2/502
Inf conducted airmsbile assault frem BAO LCC ¢o selected LZ's in zone,
closing at 0509LCH Fet and commenced search and destroy op- rations in zone.
2/7 Cav (-) tecame CPCOI tc 1st Brigade, 10let Abn Div 0S08LSY Feb 47  ond
condicted airrotile assavite from BAO LOC and PHAN THIET to LZ LUCKY STRIKE
with tro companies closing 0509:0H (Inclosure 2, Tat B), B Co, 2/7 Cav
roved sverland from the BYRD AO to block enermy withdrawal to ithe east, On
6 Feb 67, 1/227 Infantry wac cormitted inte the A0 zrd conlucted airmobile
assanlts from 3WO LOC to selected 1L2's, closing at 0A1LS0Y Feb 67, The Brigade
Main CP displaced from P4AL RANG to PHAN THIST and assumed contral of the
operation at 060SLH Feb, During the period 5 Feb - £ Feb all unite conducted
trorough search and desirsy operations in zore, Whil:c contact in the AD was
light, several large rice caches, base camp arcas, aré communications equipment
and documents were discovered and destroyed, or evacuated for intelligence
exploitation, At 0BO70CH the PBrigade termirated offensive operations in
observance ¢f the TET cease fire, All units assuwed a defensive posture astrids
known or suspected enemy lines of cormunications and conduci~i vigorous reconnais-
sance/defensive patrolling to mirimize VC/AIVA military explcitstion of *he TET
stand-down. During the TET stand-down period which lasted througn 12070CH Feb £7,
16 separate VCAIVA initiated conzacts were made within the GATLING AD. Ome
such contact on 10 Feb resulted in the discovery of a PCY camp and the liberation
cf 15 POW's, Agcressive search and desiroy operations were rcsumed on 12 Feb
by all elements and continued through 15 Feb. On 15 Teb search and desiroy
operations were terminated and all elemcnts were extracted fron the AO to
PHAN THIET. 2/7 Cav {-) was rclcased from OPCON and cffective 152L00H Feb 67
Operation GATLING II wos terninated,

12, (C) Results:
a. Thz st Brigade, 10ist Alrborme Division accomplished its mission
of c¢onducting raids on suspected high level meeting sites and locations of

Heaiquarters. Military Region VI,

t. The following losses were inflicied orn the enemy Jduring the
orerations:

(1) CATLING I: 2 vC KIA (AC), 2 SA captured and 1 ten of rice
destroyed.

(2) GATLING II: 5 VG KIA (BC); 6 VCC; 19 detainces; 17 SA, L
tons rice captured; 392 tonc riee destroyed,

c. Friendly losses during the operation were as folliows:
(1) OGATLING I: L US KIA, 2 GVN KIA, 3 US WIA, 11 GVN WIA,
(2) GATLING II: 1 US KIA, 18 Us wWIA,

111 friendly losses during GATLING I were custained

by units OPCOli to the Erigade,

13, (U) Adminirirative Matvers:

a. Porsornel =nd administration: See Inclosure 3, Perscnncl and
administration.

Ve logistics: Seo Inclosure b, Logistics,

c. Civic Action: See Inclasure 6, Civil Alfairs.

"
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBD-C
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Acticn Report, Operaticn GATLING I ‘and II
(MACYARCS/53/32) (U)

Ws (C) clal Equipment ana lechniques: Timely recei; f the B=S?
strike "bombs comple sl was Jdeclayed In Operation GATLING . due to the
lack of adequate communications facilities at HAO 10C, During Operation GAT-
LING II adeguatc communication facilities were established at BAO 10C, PHAN
THIET and PHAN RANG and all stations were in contact with a relay aircraft
observing the B-52 strike. Utilizing this technique, the "bombs complete™
signal was received and disseminated with minimm delay, Timoly receipt of
the "bombs complote™ sipnal during GATLING II permitted successful employmént
of several closc alr support sorties immediately following the B-52 strike,

15. (C) Commanders Analysis:

a, lLessons Learneds

(1) Exploitation of B=52 strikes shculd be made as soon as pos-
sible to seal tho area -.xd fix the enemy, Whenever possible, the ares shoulc
be sealed prior to the air strike and a reactlion force utilized to enter the
target area immcdiately after receipt of "bombs complcte®,

(2) A low-lewel 12 reconnaissance should be accemplished by the
mission commmder r~icr to the arrival of the troop lift to determine the exact
characteristics of the LZ, Should it be found that the helicopters carmot land
and that troops must exit from a "hover" position, troops should be forewarned
in order to preclude injury or umecessary delays,

(3) Willages marked “destroyed" or Mabandoned" on maps should be
entered carefully and searched methodically, Many such villages still support
hebitation and several large caches were found adjacent to or in these villages
during GATLING II,

(L) A contimuing training program is essential to keep up with the
turn-over in persomnel as well as toretrain the veteran trooper, In particular,
constant training emphasis must be placed on marksmanship and the techniques of
identifying, avoiding, and destroying bocby traps.

b, Commanders Notess

(1) Stringent sccurity requirements in the operations ficld are
not being matched in the logistics and air traffiec control field, Every effort
must be made to preclude providing the enemy with evidence of our intentions,

(2) The role of the aniper in seerch and destroy operations must
receive greater cmphasis, MNuserous reports aré received of enemy sightings at
ranges of 300-500 meters with ncgative resuits, A well-trained sniper with the
proper €3uipmont should consistantly score kills at that range, Units should
habitualliy employ snipers,

(3) 4 security classification.of Top Secret on an oporation of
this ‘ype with 8 short time for planning, unduly restricts the unit and creates
admirdistrative problems, Secret NOFORN should be adequute clagsification for
this type operation,

16, (C) Recommendations: That durlng the assault phase of operations

requiring exploitation of B-52 strikes or when a tactical advantase can be gained
by placing maximum troops on the ground as rapidly as possible, the Brigadets

5
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVBD=C

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation GATLING I ard II
(MACV/RCS/J3/32) ()

normal aviation support of twe light airmobile édompanies be supplemented by
at least one additional light airmobile company.

K
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CONFIDENTIAL

Inclosure 1 (Intelligence) to Combat After Action Report, Operation Gatling
1&11,

1. (C) Terrain:

a, Gatling 1: Terrain was characterized by moderatly thick
hardwood- forest with light undergrowth., Fields of fire were good to excellent
in most areas. Key terrain was most of the high ground in the area which
offered good observation over avenues of approach. Same cover and conceal-
ment were provided by thin undergrowth and trees in the forested areas.
Obstacles in the AO were of no significance. In general,. terrain favored
tho onemy troops in_ground operations, It favored tho enemy by providing
limited aerial ouservation. long range observation favored the w.emy by
giving him an early waiming capability,

b. Gatling 11: See para la,
2, (U) Weathers

a. Gatling 1: In general, weather favored beth air and ground
operationa., Severe ¢old during the nights (temperatures in low 4O's
hampered ground operations (both enemy and friendly) to some extent, US
troops deployed under a cover plan for Fhan Thiet and adequate protective
clothing for mountainous terrain was not carried,

b. Gatling 11: Weather in this AQ generally favored both air and
ground operations,

3. (C) Analysis:

1. Gatling 1: A thorough search of the AQ with no significant
contact indicated that no VC/NAV units had opecated in the area for a
considerable léngth of time, This was further substantiated by the lack of
campsites, trails, saches, or any other items reportable during VR mghts.
The few enemy contasts made, indicate the presence of local VC
Rothing indicated the presence of VCLF, VCMF, or NVA units operating in the
Ao.

b. Photo Imagery:

(1) Gatling 1 - in spitc of the extremely short plamring time,
photography of the area of interest was available fram the film library at
IFFORCEV. The rapid reproduction response by D Detachment lst MIBARS
enabled the 181st MID to prepare a photo mosaic of the area for each battalion
involved in the operation. The mosaics wete amnotated to detest the trails
ard defenses in the area.

{2) Gatling 11 - Due to the rapid reaction time necessary
arnd secrecy emplow.d in this operation, no aerial photography was available
however the area wag well covered with pictorial maps which provided a

partial substitute,
c. Infri~-Red:
(1) Gatling 1 - Due to the limited success experienced with

this sensor in the past, it was not employed during this operation since its
use might have prematurely indicated our interect in the area.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Inclosure 1 (Int:11i;ence) to Cambat ifter Action Report, Opera:ion Gatling
1411,

(2) CGatling 11 - Red Haze was cmployed over the operational area
with negative rcsults.

d. Visual Keeon:

(1) Gatling 1 - Visual Hecon was conducted daily during the
oneration with nega*ive resulis,

(2) Gatling 11 - Daily flighis which were flown over the
operational area partially compensated for the lack of aerial photographye.
Unlike other arcas in which the Brirade has becen employed; it was reported
that the enemy had, with same success, actively engaged rcconnaissance
aircrafi. One U1«E aircraft flying visual reconnalssance wzs loat ‘during
this period, Ty -cause as yet has been underorminea.

e, Gatlins 11:

(1) Although no significant unemy contact vas made, numerous
incidents of lisht contaci with small enemy 'mits and individuals indicate
that VC district forces, local ;uerillas, and rossibly a VC headquarters wae
lccated in the AC. This headrurrters ray have been that of the Mi~6,

(2) Indicaticns are that Hq }R-6 evaded US forces but it is
believed that contact was made with small elements of that Hq and some of
its security forces,

(3) Enery forccs in the area had cached over 39C tons of rice.
it is nossible either that this :iice was stored to su tort a fu.ure buildup
of enery forces in the crea or the ~rea was a logistical basc used to suprort
vnits subordinate to Mi-£,

() A significant anount ¢f cormrunications equipment was
cactured durin: the cperation. This added substance tc the revorts of
¥i-6 being in thc area and further erhisized the fact that perhaps the cammy
is increesing his radic comrunicaticns capa 1lity and ahility to interce;t
our radio nets.

Z, CC¥i:Ct During Operation Gatling 1 & 11, 1325 radio trans-
rissions were onitored with nc violations,

L., (C) Less.ns Learned:

Enemy units cncuuntered in this area have a greater radio
communications capability than creviously encountered in other &reas. This
capabilit;s has allowwd the enemy to monitor, intercept, and jJam radio nets.
In one case an airbsrme FAC was asked to repeat the coorcdinates of a targst.
When challanged, the unidentified station could not authenticate, It is
essontial that naximum sceurity measures be practiced whon using any types
of communications.

5. (U) The following 4s a breakout of the enery wuarons and material
lossus during Opevation Gatling 1 and 11:

a. Gatlin; 1:
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caclosure 1 (intel dcence) to Combat After Action ie ort, G eraticn
Gatling 1 ¢ 11,

(1) .‘ca. ons capture.: two US rifles, Garupd, k-1
(2) Other: iwo tons rice destroyed.
b, Gatling 11:

(1) weaucns capturcd:

b

1 ~ Kosin Napant, hl94L Carbine
« riSH &IG

- French machine gpuns

- BEnfield rifle

- k536

- US Carbines

~- 9ma Pistol

- U/1 weapons

O

PERRIGE T

BRI AR i N et

whr il

(2) iowuniticn: 400 rounds of emall ams ammunition.

i

(3) Other: 1 Tranamitter w/CW key (Type RT-3)

N -

1 Pecciver (Type RR-2) :
1 4 apter cord unit w/rower cards (type Ri~2) :
whiech is used with UN=58 hand generator, ‘
1 Set of earvhones ;
2 Mamml porse keys i
1 French trwnac.iver FFV 1(0O2n *
9 Transistor raiies w/modificatices i
1 AC/DC wolt - ohrs meter
1 Hand generator (type unkncwn) ;
1 Tremsistor radio w/sp.aker and CW key attached A
1 Ty.ewriter
1 Signal PLL it w/repair parts and instrum..ats, :
1 U5 Radio rsceiver BC 1306 ;
2 Cgses batteries ;
1 s.wing machine é
1 il/GRC§ j
296 Tous of Rice H
Y0NS ol salt %
L0 hovy of rowatoes ;
3
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Appendix 4 to Inclosure 1 (Intelligence) to Cambat After Action Report,
Uperation Gatling 1 & II.
1. (€) VC/MvA Initial Order of Battle Operation on Gatling I

a. Generally the Lam Dong Province Committee, with & eover
nunber of E~3CC hae an estirated strength of 95 personnel and was beliesved to
be in the vicinity of ZT 098965, The cum ittee 13 eomposed of many sections:
Beonarics and Finamee (Cover number D~113), Signal (Cover number C-22),
Intelligence Engeneer, loglstics, Security, Propagarda and Medical. The
Province of lam Dong is under the operaticnal control of lam Dong Province
Comdtte. The Lam Dong Provincial Canmittee ie subordinate to the intere
vinelal Cammittee {code number T=6), reportcd to have been in Lam Dong. T-6
is reported to have six companies in Lam Dong under the operational control
of lan Deng Provineial Committee,

b. The province has buen divided into two districts, Bao loc
District and 92 Linh District, Baa loc District Committee has and infantry
company, strength 85, for use in the disfrict., The districi is subdivided
inte five intervillag. committee, each comrmittee having an infantry platoon,
strength 1520, DA Linh District hze cnc infantry canpany, streagth 75.
Thic dstriet i3 ivi’cl into 8 dntervillase rervidtties, saeh having an
infantty plitcina Iotal  strength in the provincc is est from 1700-1800,

c. VC activity Za lam Dong Province, consisting moatly of
harrassment of GVN troops and H4stile’fire ngainst socure hamlets showed
a marked incre-se during Dec and Jam,

d, The following VC unite are carried in lar Dong Provincet

(Refirenced Intelligence estimate for Lam Dong Province

dtd 30 Jan 67)
UNIT STRENGTH 1OCATION UNIT QOMMANDER
145 Hvy Wpns BN 113G TV 5254(2 Jan 66) CPT Ngo Tan Tai
186 MF BN 330 ZT 1476(21 Jan 66th Cong Hai
8LOth MF BN 300 YU 3337(25 May 66)Bud Thien MNhan
Cc~3 Co 80 YT 7162 Chau
105th Co 65 2T 0692 Anh Cni
106th Co 75 ZT 0692 Tri
€~L10th Co 95 ZT 187 Brick
210th Co 60 ZT 2291 Tran Van Cong
C-L20th Co 150 LN 8692 Duong

€. There ware no NVA units reported to be in Lam Dong
Provinece,

f. Order of Bzttle findings: During the pericd of 1 Fed to
5 Feb {Gatling I) there were no significant contacts made. Activity conaisted
of small ccniachs resulting im 2 VC KIA (BC), 2 weapona captured (M-1) and
two (2) ton- of rice “cstroyed. No undt fdentifications ware made.

2, (C VC/iv.. Initial Order of Battle Opcration Gatling II. Intell
dgence reports {aZicated that rulitary Reigon VI was located in Binh Tuy
Province «#ith scsurity clements of possoble Lattalion size, It was also
feasible th-t YC vunils b:sed in Lam Dong and Binh Thuan Provinces might
periodically oneruate in Einh Tuy Frovines. During the period of 10 Feb to
15 Feb 67 (G:.1inz 17) ¢ e were-25 VG KIA.(BOJ, 6 VCC, 1% -dindividual weapons
&nd misc com o enu prent captured, Captured locuments indicated that M6
was located in Binh Tuy Crovince, tpt no definate location was obtained.

There were no large contacts during the operation and no unit $dentification

wer. wmade,
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Inclosure 3 (Personnel and Administrstion to Combst Operations After
Action Repart, Operation GATLIMG T (1 Peb - 5 Feb &7) and
GATLINGWI (5 Feb 67 ~ 15 Feb 67)
1. (C) UNIT STREWGTVS:
a. Boginning of Cperstion GATLING,

(1) The Brisde personnel strengths at the h»eginning of Operat! »
GATLING vere a8 followe:

Authorived Augmented (MTCE) L0
Assigned LsoL
Presont for Duty L532
Airhead .- 2a0 loc 1773
Base Camp - Phan Rang 20
Not at for Duty

(2) The assigned strengih was 1097 of the auguented authorissd
strength. The present for duty strencth was 101% of the augmented authorieed
strength,

(3) Of the not pressnt for duty strength; 9 were hospifalized, 113
wers intransit, 141 vere on TDY,/3D status, 73 ¢i liave, 22 ir confinenent,
and 2 AWOL, :

b. Conclusion of Operation GATLING.

{1) The Brigade parsonmel strenagths at the conclusion of Opsration
GATLDG were ae follows:

Mthorized Augmented (MTOL) LL9O

Assigned L6

Present for Duty LLL3

Airhead - Phan Thiet 22'&
10

Base Cemp -~ Phan Rang
3 A0 779
Not Present for Duty 333

(2) The aesigned strencth was 106” of the sugrented authorized
strength, The presemt for dut” strength ~¢s 101% of the suwmented authorized
strenygil,

(3) Of the not present for duty strencth; 28 ware hospitalized, 101
vere intradsit, 105 were on TDY/SD status, 77 on leave, 1. in confinement,
and 8 AWOL,

(L) The Léth Armv Postal Unit, attached to the Brisde, has 9 per-
sonnel pressnt for duty of 11 suthorized.

¢, Replscenmnts received during the operation were assigned to subore
dinate units as follows:

oF or B
/327 ¢ 3 2/320 2 9
2/527 1 2 Spt Bn L
2/50& 1 25 Seporete Co 23

2, (0) CASUALTIES:

lncl ¢ CONFIDENTIAL
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Inclosure 3 (Personnel and Administration te Combat Operations After
Action Report, Operation GATLINZ I (1 Feb . 5 Feb 67) and
GATLIEG II (5 Feb 67 -~ 15 Peh 32
&: Camualties for the operation vere as follows:

(1) Phase I (1.5 Feb €7) Operation GATLIM. No casualtiey wsre
sustained during thia period,

(2) Phase II (5.15 Pen 67) Operation TATLING:

1/327 1 u
2/502 o b}
TCTAL 1 22

t. Total casualties to date:
4} 1A M
363 1954 2

3. (V) FRSOMGL eromams:

a. Tha Red Crose Recredtional Unit continued its visita to forward
unite during the operation,

b, Beer, asoda and limited sensitive {tems ware provided ta the unite
in the forvard area during the operation,

¢. Beach facilities vers provided in phase IT (5.15 Peb €7) Operation
GATLING for the units in the forward oroa of coperation.

L. (C) FERSOMIEL FLAMNING: A recent directive by DA disal}owing involuntary
officer extensiore caueed our rotstional "Rump® in Mav end June to increase;

homever, by continued emphasis’on voluntarv extensions, the Brigade 1s attemp-
ting to alleviste this problem

5. (¢) DAL

the Brigade Clearing Stetien in a new AD at the earliest po.oib]va'tim.

The 38 casualties remilting frac that eraan required a medice) facilitv aof
tlearing station sige,

b. Patients treated PHASE 1 PHASE 11
1) va 0 »
{2} Non Hoetile In fury 38 14
(3) Dissaoe 25 9
(L) Returned to Duty 21 33
(5) Evacuated to Hospital L2 a1
(€) Remaining in Holding 0 a
(7} Total Patfents Treated €3 135
2
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Inclosure 2 (Personnel and Administrstion to Combat Operations After
i i Action Report, Operation GATLIET I (1 Feb - § Feb £7) and
’ GATLING Ii (5 Feb 67 - 15 Reb £7)

% ¢, Hosmplitalized personnel categorized by wounds:

(1) Head

A LAt R

(2) Cnest
(3) Abdomen
ﬁ (L) Upper Extremcties

(5) Lower Extremeties

o o o o o

1
1
o]
6
14

3
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Inclosure 4 ‘logistics) to Gambat ifter action Report, Operation GATIING I & I

(2) Class II and IV supplies were roguired only in small amounts
due to the relatively short duration of the operation, All such items were
raquested through the FSE and brought forward by air from Fhan Rang base
camp. A total of 9 short tons were reoquired,

(3) Class III. Units initially deployed with an absolute
minimur of vehicles, since the t:ctical requirument was for a foot mobile
force, Consequently, consumption of MIGAS and DIESEL was relatively low.
JP- fuel for supporting aviation units was delivered almost exclusively
in 500 gallon bladders, A total of 94L.8 short tons o. fuel was expended
during the cperation by organic and attached vehicles. This does not in-
clude axperditure by supporting aviation units.

(4) Class V. Expenditure of Class V was relatively low due
to the light contact experiernced, No difficulty was encountered with ex-
penditurc of ASH items. The low ASR of some ammunition items had no adverse
effect on combat operations, 4 total of 95.9 short tons of Clesa ¥V was
issued durirg the operation, This figure is desceptive sinco only a fraction
of this amount was expended and units completed the operation with a major
portion of this amount on hand.

(5) Wvater. LUue to ths fact thal the operation was launched
during the Jdry scason, water resupply was a greater problem than is normal-
1y the case, Humerous streams wore dried up, thus eliminating onc of the
readiest sources of water far tastically deployed personnel. As a result,
more water had to be supplied fram a central sourcs, Company A, 326th
Engineer Battalicn operated a t500 galion per hour water purification unit
near Bao Loc initially, and later at Phan Thiet, Water at Phan Thiet
wed dravn principally from the city ressrvior and had a distinctively
unpleasant odor and t-ste which some pereonncl found unpelatable. Water
resupply to cammitted companies and platoons wis cffected with 5 gallon
water cans and 3 gallon free drop plestic water bags,

R RO T T

b. Maintenance: lo major maintenance problems evolved as 2 re-
sult of tha operation,

e, ‘Transportation:

(1) Ground Transportrtion: an avorzge of 10 = 2 1/2 ton
trucks were comnitted daily to support operations in the forward area,

(2) ~ir Tranaportation:

FIN T

(a) C7x aircraft were primarily used for routine
resupply of Cl2es II & 1Y, spare parts and transport of relatively small
number of personncl.

(b) C-130 aircraft were the primary mears of transport- <
ing Brigade pureonnel and eouipment from base camp to Bao ioc and from
there to Phan Thiet, additionally, they were utilized almost exlusively
during the initial phase of the logistical buildup at Bao Loe,

d, Other Services:

(1) Craves Registration Services were provided by the
Phan Thiet FSA with personnel and equipment drawn from USiSC, Cam Ranh
Bay.

Wl Tk N

') Ba*h and laundry facilities were provided by the Phar
Thiet FSa,

DA TR

3, tJ) Summary., Tr. only major logistical difflculty was encountered
during thc phase of tho ¢r-wation near Bao loc. The tactical requirementa
for secr-cy eliminatoed any possihility of an early logistical buildup, .
This required an intensiv.. sffort during the first three days of the opera- :
tion 4o o7 tain stockage 1 rele, ‘the recovery of empty 500 gallon bladders

2
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Inclosure 4 (Logistics) to Canbat After Action Report, Operation GATLING I & II
1, () Organization ef Support

8, General, Llue to tactical dermands for secrecy, it was impos-
sible to initiate 2 logisticcl bulldup in the Bao Loc area untii after
ground operations had begun. <Consequently, units were instructed to de-
ploy with sufficient Class 1, IIT, V and waier to forege resupply for three
days, OSupporting Army avistion units consuned over 18,000 gallons of JP-4 :
fuel daily, As a resuit, intensc efforts were reguired to resupply suffictent z
JP«, by C-130 aircraft from Cam Ranh Bay, The subsequent retrieval and re-
turn of empty bladders also caused considerable difficulty, The Brigade's
fupperting combet aviation battalion remained at Bap Loc only feor five daya.
Tactical ccnsiderations causced all Brigade personnel to depart that area
for Phan Thiet on 6 February. As a result laige numbers of empty fuel
tiladders were left bechind in the vicinity of Pio ioc airfield to await
recovery after the Brigadets departure, 3inee therc were no American
logistical units or personncl in th2 arca, the empty bledders were not
secured sufficiently te prevent damage by indigenous personncl, Consequent-
1y, a large number were damaged or duodtroved by natives who cut them open
attempting to extract the small fuel residuc in eac¢h container, It is
recamnended that sufficient personnel of the ist Logistical Command organiged
into recovery tcams, be dispatched in futurc operations of this nature
for the purpose of securing and recovering ecmpty bladders during and immediate-
1y after tho operation., This ic necessary bucausc the using unit is unable
to leave security personnel without detracting from its tactical mission.
This pointe the problams inherent in delaying the logietical buildup until
tactical units are committed, :

b, Suppert Battzlion. Support Battalion established s Forward

Support Elemcnt {FSE) in the forward arca to provide flexible and respons$ve
Cambat Service Support to combat clements. Initially the FSE located
adjacent to Bao Loc airficld, but a changc in tactical mission necesaitated
a change in location of the FSE which subsequently moved to the vicinity of
Phan Thiet airfield, Major components of thc FSE included a medical clear-
ing company, a raintenance scction, ammunition scction, an operations
section, and an AG secction,

c. Supporting Forcus:

" (1) USASC, Cam Rann Bay provided ovorall logistical support
and control of asscsats.

(2) Phan Thict FSA acted as executive agent for USASC Cam
Ranh Bay and provided Class I, III, IIIi, ana V supplies, as well as
barrier material,

(3)" 10th Combat Aviation Battalion h Licoptere provided logisti-
cel as well as tactical support.

(&) USAF C7A aircrsft carried the bulk of Ciass II and IV
supplies and repair parts from Phan Rang basc camp to Phan Thiet,

(5) 179th and 180th Aviation U:npanies provided CH-47
helicopter support,

2. (C) Maleriel and Services.
a. Supply.

(1) Class I supplics werc provided initially by the FSE during
the short period of coperation at.Bagbocshile ~t rhan Thiet, Class I support
wzs provided by the Phan Thiet FSA, Two 7 1/2 ton reefer vans provided ade-
aquate portions of frcah meat, fruit, vegetables, ice cream, and ice., A
total of 70.3 short tons of supplies were issucd. This included 28 meals 2
of A" rztions, 15,120 "B" rations, 9,304 "C" rations and L24 IRRP rations. H

CONFIDENTIAL )
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Inclosure & (Logistics) to Combat .fter Action Report, Operation GATLING I & IT

presented another problem, The fallure to evacuate this equipment promptly
or to plan for it- security resulted in damage tommmy bladders by indigencus
personnel. Operation GATLING placed no other exceptional demands upan tha

logistical system and the system ramained fully capable of supporting vactical
requirements,

L., (U) Conclusiona, & logistical buildur initiatcd on a crash basis
a8 'ri.8 are tactically deployed is an e:pensive cffort that nccessitates
very careful planning, Logistics planning must include plans for phasing

cut supplies and equipment and for seccuring those left behind during rapid
operational shifts,

B
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Tnclosure 5 (Sipnal) to Combat After Action Repert, Operaticn GATLING I and GATLING
11

1. (U) Background:

The 1st Brigade Headquarters and Headquarters Company and the lst FASCP,
S0lst Signal, had the joint migssion of supporting Operation FARRAZUT by maintain-
ing installed systems at Phan Rang, establishing and maintaining a Tactical CP at
Bao Loc during GATLING I and displacing to Phan Thiet for CATLING II. During GAT-
LING II the Brigade CP closed at Phan Rang and joined the Tactical CP at Phan Thiet,
reestablishing all Brigade systems at that location for the completion of GATLING
1I and the contimaticn of FARRAGUT.

2. (C) gperations:
a, VHF Secticon was not committed during this operation.
b, Communications Center Section tcrminated secure teletype circuits at

Bas Loc utilizin, SLth Signal Battalion equipment during GATLING I. Durlng CATLING

11 the system was reestablished at Phan Thiet releasing Shth Signal Battalien equip-
ment,

¢, Switchoocard/Wire Section established the TAC CP at Bao Loc terminating

25 circuits and laying 10 miles of wire, At Phan Thiet 68 circults were terminated
ard approximately 20 miles of wire were laid.

d, FM R-dic Section provided FM Radio stations at Phan Rang, Bao Loc and

Phan Thiet. Automatic retransmission and relay stations were employed at LZ's
Lucky Strike and Pall Mall,

e. AM Radio Section cperated secure teletype circuits tetwesn Bao Loc and
Phan Rang during GATLING I and from Phan Thiet to Phan Rang during CATLING II,

f. Maintenance Secticn continued to provide mzintenance support for Bri-
gade HHC and attachments.

g- rield Forces Signal Support - Shith Signal continued to provide circuits
into the in-country system, securc teletype between IFFORCEV, Brigade Forward and

Brigade Rear and a single sideband phone patch net paralleling the radio teletype
nets.
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Inclosure 6 (Civil iff-irs) to Combat Operations .fter Action Report
Oper-tion GATIING, Phase I =nd II.

J. Phase I.

a. Dus to the short duration of the first phese of Operation Gatling
(5 days) a civil affairs team of three personnel accompanied the brigade rather
than the entire section. The team consisting of an officer, a medic a an
interpreter was primarily concernsd with civil affairs activities and conducted
no eivic action during the period. Cooperation received from the Province
officinls and US military representatives in Lan Dong was exc.llent. This
Province had one of the best refugee resettlement programs encountered thus
far by the brigade.

b. Civil Affairs activities during Phase I of Cpsration Gatling
consisted of the following activities:

{1) Seven Montagnard refugees freed fram VC control were re-
settled in a secure area.

(2) The hame of an ARVN noncomai ssioned officer that had been
dam-ged by 2 crashing helicopter wna repeired and items destroyed within the
house were replaced. Rupalr was zccomplished with mrterials provided by USAIL
and the labor wis performed by members of the brigadc,

(3) The cutting down of severel trees on a local tea plantaticn
caused the plantation owner to lodge a camplaint, The situstion became
aggravated when the owner was ignored. On leurning of the ircident an S5
representative visited the owner, apologited and explained the necessity
for felling the treea. This and a later visit by the Cammanding General
placated the plantation owner.

(4) Four tons of captured rice were extracted through US/VN
efforts and turned over to Province efficisis.

(5) Although daily hire laborers were not readily aveziloble in
the Bac Loc area, tue brigade mans.ed to hire approximitely 30 laborers per
day for a four day period.

c. Lessons Lcarned:

(1) Regardless of the duration or ar operation or the size of
the S5 element employed, it is inmperative that organic ¢ransportation
sccampany S5 parsonnel on an operation. Qurirg Phcee I ef Cperation Gatling
the civil affairs team was directod to deploy without a vehicle. This
situation serious) hampered the 35 mission and forced the team te rely
on other staff sect. 'ns for transportation.

{(2) In order to effect the necessary action in a orumpt manney,
organic units as well as thos: attached and in direct support must notify
the S5 immediately when an incident involving tho civilian pepulation occurs.

2, Pnase II.

a. During Phase 1I of Operation Gatling the Brigade relocated in
Binh Thuan Pravince basing in the Phan Thiel area., As the cove was classifled
and sudden in nature, contacts with the local GYN officials, their counterparts
and the S5 officers in the area wers not made until after the brigade's
arrivai. Upon closing liaison was immediately effected to secure labor and
to obtain un orficial price list. A meetitg w2s arranged by the Frovinmce 0OCO
representetive with local lsbor officials, a fair wage wae agreed upon and a
source of labor provided. As there was an abundant supply of labor ir the
area, the brigade decided to draw its labor force from a refugee village
and the local Chieu Hol center thereby providirg jobs to people with the
greatesi need for income, In cooperztion with local businesamen the Provinec
Chief provided an ofricial price list for the area which wns dizstributed
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Inclosure & (Civil .ff-irs) to Combat Opecrations ‘fter Action Report
Operatior G.TLING, Phase I and II.

throughout the brimade and posted in local business esta’.lishmente. The
cooperation given by the Provings Chief, his stzff and the US military and
civilian representatives in thc ¢rca was outstanding and greatly assisted the
brignde in getting settled in its new location.

b. Civic .ction auriig Phase II of Operation Gatling was nil as the
period of the operation coincided with the Tet holiday period and most official
activities in the Province came to a standstill, Liaison was made however
and projects were lined up fo:' action ifter the holiday peried, A total of
54 Montagnard refugees who had been liberated fran VC domin~ted areas were
resettled during the period. Ais reguested by the refugees they werc taken
to Ra~ Loc in Lam Dong Province to be resettled ang cther Montagnards,
¢+ i occasion of Tet, 86 families in a refugee village near Phen Rang
wera preseated with food, -ciothing, soap and toys f&r the children.

c. Lessons Lezrned:

(1) Wwhen units operzting in VU controllet! areas encounter rei‘ugges
who desire to escape frum VC domination it is imperatiwi? that the exact locition
where refugees were picked up be reported., Very often 4Mcre are many more
people in the immedi~te vicinity also desiring to escaps VC daminction, however
they have fled the Lattle arex and are in hiding, By knowing the location of
refugee pick up it is possible to go back, locate and extract additional refugeee

{2) Plans to erest emergency facilities to acgwmmodate large
nutbers of refucees must be kept current as it is often peoe:ssary to hold
refugees at trigade before they con be moved to resettlemwant (reas.

(3) Despite written directions to the contmary, Yroops continue
to give out candy wnd other items to children while in town. In one instance
2 scldier threw a handful of candy bars from a moving truclc. Th: candy fell
into the road and children dove to retrieve it. . following truck, 2lso US,
bzrely missed running over several of the children. In ancther imstance, a
Vietnomese girl was struck in the breast by an 2pple thrown by a US soldier.
Although the motives of the soldiers involved were probably *¢ell meaning,
the results were harmful as «videnced by these two examples. Commangers
must continue to emphasize the trigade policy of not giving Randouts o
children. The unit S5's are more than willing to see that ang“thing the: tToope
want to give away gets distributed properly.
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Inclosure 7 (Paycholegical Operations) to Combat Operations After acvion
Report Cperaticn GATLING I & IT

1, (U) Isychological Zojective: To induce as many VC personmel in
the area of operations te avail themselves of the GVN Chisu Holi Program,

2, (C) Leafletss 2 missions covering S5 target akeas were flown dee
li{vering 140,000 leeflets into the Brigede Area of Operations,

3+ (C) Loadspeakers 2 missions (eerial) against § terget areas
brcadcasting a stenderd Chisu Hol appeal were flown for a totel of 2%
hours breadcast time,

L, (U) Due to thu short time frame from receipt of the message
ordering this operation to the time ground combal operations were launched
end the fact that this operation was highly classified during the planning
phase, advance Paychclogical Operations planning could not be accomplished,
48 a resuld,planning wes accomplished after arrival in ths objective area

decreasing the amount of time avallable to physically conduct Psychological
Operations in the A0,

7-1
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Inclosure & (Artillery) to Cambat Cperations After fction Repert,
Operation GATLING

1, (C) Mictisns 24 Battalion (Airberme), 320tk srtillery direct
suppert «f s, D43 i1zt Alrberne Division, Flatcon Zatiery m3", 1lst

Battzlicr (Towed . &
Brigadv, 10lst ,[i.'cre

]

2. ) v sm- 0ol Operaticni
as O.7LIG1

(1) =a*teries A and C, 2/320th Artillery and 2/1/30th (=)
Artillery were rcuved bty C-130 fram PHAN RANG base camp t2 rrovide support
for manuc ver clc in the GATLING AC, B/2/320th Art.li.cy aid one
platcon E,1/30th “lery remained in F/RRAGUT AO tc support mamuever
element.e nperating ir that AO. The battalion headguarters element
remained »t PHAN A/HG base camp. Battlion Headquarters (-) displaced to
B0 1.0C «n D-Day,

ant

(2) acditional liaison and forwerd cobserver reguirements were
imposed whon a provisional CIDG battalion {e) wes placed under operational
control of the Brigade, Organic personnel were employcd in ncrmal support
association rolcs, The added requirements excecded the organic liaison and
forward obscrvation capabilities of the battalion were fulfilled by using
personncl with associated training and experience, A significant degres of
cross=training wes achievedj;however, battalion resources were strained,

t. GATLING II: HHB/2/32Cth displaced by air (C-130) to PHAN THIET,
Organic and attached artillery continued tc provide support as outlined in
subparagraph a above, The mission of B(=)/1/30th Artillery was changed to
reinforcing B/1l/2lst irtillery,

¢e During both phases of the GATLING operstion the same tedhniques
of fire support coordinaticn a2nd srtillery employment which have proven suce
cessful on previcus operzations were amrloycd, N new techniques wele de~
velopern, - The manuever concept dicteted independant cperations by the bate
teries,

U AR R 110 e 1 e

3. (C) Executiong
a, GATLING I1s H

(1) it 010700 Februgzry, A/2/320th dieplaced to 27015825, Unit
closed at 1420 hcurs, Direct suppoft of 1/327th Infantry,

() 4t O1C700 February, C/2/320th Displaced to ZT065790, Unit
closed at 1740 nrurs, Direct suppert of 2/502d Infantry, ;

(20 Lt O1C70C Febiuary, Flatocn B/1/30th displeced tc ZT0CT926.

N avi

Unit closed at 17L0 heurs, Reinforcing the fires of ./2/320th,

be CATLING I1i

(1) At 050630 February, A/2/320th displaced to 2T265377. Unit
closed at 1215 hours, Direct support of 1/327th Infantry,

WL b

(2) 4t 050900 February, C/2/320th displaced to 2T243437. Unit
closud at 12L45 heurs, Dircct support of 2/502d Infantry,

(3) At 050930 February, Platcon B/1/30th displaced to PHAN THIET i
ANBO7072, Unit clesed at 1500 hours and reinferced the fires of 1/P1st Artillery,
1st Cavalry Davisione

(L) 4% 110730 February, #/2/320th displaced cne platoon to
AN75357L, Unit cl-sed at 1830 hours, Direct support of 1/327th Infantry.

8«1 i
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Inclosure 8 (Artillery) to Combat Operations After Action Report,
Oscration GATLING

(5) At 130730 February, A/2/320th (=), displaced tc join
platoon at IN75357hs Unit closed at 1700 hours, Direct support of 1/327th

Infantry,

Flaactoniatat o e St WA Rl

(6) 4t 120700 February, (/2/320th displaced tc ZTILSLS1, Unit
closed at 1415 héurs, Direct support of 2/502d Infantry.,

# (C) Results: 1 VC (KBa) Phase II,
Se (U) Aminisbraticn Matterss N/A
6, (U) Special Equipment and Techniques: N/a

7s (U) Carmancers Analysiss That the 2d B. ttzijon, 320th Artillory,
Battery "8%, 1st Battalion, 30th Artillery, and tacticzl air continue to pro=
vide 2dequote fire support, The 180th Aviation Cormpany (CH-L7) initiated the
peclicy of providing this bsttalion with a liaison cofficer, This officer added
immensely to the amcoth sand rapid displecements made by the batteries, During
one displacerent, forty-one members®df @ Battery lopded onto a CH-47, Ewen
though the pilot knew this number wss on board he sttemped to take off resulte
ing in the lcass of his aircroft and the injury of twenty-~nine persons, This
battelicn, es policy, now staticns a responsible individual ot the rear of
the aircraft to insure that no more than the correct numder of personngl losd
the aircraft,

84 (U) Recammendations: Thet six (6) CH=L7'a be providec this Brigade
at all times ~nd that the aviation compzny assigned the support continue to
provide 2 liaison officer,
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